
Auburn Town Manager 
Ed Kazanovicz Doesn’t 
Miss a Beat
BY JANET STOICA

The town of Auburn keeps 
humming along in a very 
positive direction under the 

watchful eyes of Ed Kazanovicz 
who took over Town Manager 

responsibilities earlier this year. 
He worked as Chief Financial Of-
ficer and Assistant Town Manager 
prior to his current appointment 
and has been working for Auburn 
town government since 1995.  He 
and Julie Jacobson, former Town 
Manager, worked on many projects 
for the town’s betterment from 
economic development to human 
resources to collective bargaining. 
His responsibilities included all 
aspects of financial management 
including the town’s annual operat-
ing budget and five-year budget 
forecasts. With a background in 
accounting, Mr. Kazanovicz is very 
well prepared in steering the town 
in the right financial direction.

“I’ve been in municipal gov-
ernment for 39 years,” said Town 
Manager Kazanovicz, “I began my 
career in Lowell as an Assistant 
City Auditor and worked for the 
city for 12 years before becoming 
the Auburn Town Accountant. 
Julie Jacobson and I were very 
proud of our accomplishments and 
this town has never been in better 
financial shape. We put together 
great financial policies includ-
ing a Stabilization Fund of $4.5 
million and OPEB trust funding 
of $7 million.”  OPEB, or Other 
Post Employment Benefits, refers 
to benefits other than pensions 
provided to retired town employ-
ees such as medical benefits. A 

Don't look behind you ...
BY PATTY ROY

As the afternoon shadows 
lengthen and the first touch 
of autumn gold dusts the 

summer leaves, it’s time for us to 
turn our attention to the ghosts, 
goblins and things that go bump in 
the night heading our way with the 
approach of the spooky season. 

Author and Oxford native Rob 
Racicot is familiar with the numer-
ous legends and spirited hauntings 
of his hometown and has written 
a book based on one that is sure to 
capture the imaginations of middle 
schoolers  - “The Haunting of the 
Oxford Library.”

Four middle school students, 
Joanie, Maggie, Joe and Ted, call 
themselves “the library rats” since 
it’s their regular meeting place.

They are strictly non-believers 
in ghosts until one day they wit-
ness a strange sighting, sending 
them on a hunt for evidence that 
the library could be haunted by a 
real specter.

“Five or more years ago, I heard 
rumors about the haunted library 
and people have written about it 
before,” Racicot said, adding that 
Edward Lodi, a noted authority 
on New England legends, had 

included a chapter in one of his 
books about it.  

He also heard stories “from 
reliable people” like library staff 
members whom he interviewed.

“They all experienced some 
kind of strange happening,” he 
said. “Like a girl’s voice singing or 
the sound of voices when there 
was no one else in the library. Im-
ages moving across the floor.  All 
kinds of cool stuff.”

The stories were convincing 
enough that Racicot asked permis-
sion to sleep over in the library 
alone. 

He got it. Maybe the fact that 
he’s a retired Air Force Lt. Colonel 
as well as a scientist helped with 
his credibility.

“They allowed me to do it, 
but nothing happened,” he said, 
sounding a little disappointed.

The night Racicot slept in the li-
brary, he started writing the book, 
but it took several years to finish. 
“Unfortunately, with distractions 
in life and a job, I just finished it 
now,” he said.

The sleepover did have an ef-
fect on him, despite not actually 
encountering a ghost. Not that he 
didn’t try.

“I went all around. I’ll be honest, 

I wanted to see something. I’m 
walking down the stairs to the 
basement and I’m starting to get 
goosebumps on my arms because 
other people who have no reason 
to lie, very honest people I know 
who used to work there, had 
experiences in the children’s sec-
tion in the basement.” he related. 
“You want to believe it, but then 
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Author Rob Racicot. Submitted photo

Ed Kazanovicz took over as Auburn Town 
Manager after Julie Jacobson retired from 
the position in January.
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again, I’m a scientist, so it’s really 
hard to think that it could be real 
because it seems to violate the laws 
of science.”

The scientific method would 
require all people to experience the 
same phenomena in the same way 
to be a true law of the universe, 
Racicot explained. But in the case 
of the Oxford Free Public Library, 
only certain people have had cer-
tain experiences at certain times. 

On an optimistic note for believ-
ers in the supernatural, there are 
things in the universe that we don’t 
still understand like dark matter 
and dark energy, he pointed out.

So why rule out ghosts, phan-
toms and other spectral appari-
tions? Especially in an old building 
like the circa 1906 library that 

seems made for such things. Raci-
cot enjoyed bringing the history of 
the town and the old building into 
the story, so the local young people 
will learn more about the place 
they live. 

That happens when Library Rats 
launch an investigation into the 
possible ghost sighting and begin 
digging into the past to discover 
the ghost’s identity. Joanie and 
Maggie are the lead investigators, 
but they are always backed up by 
Joe and Ted

Unsurprisingly, Racicot is a bit 
of a bookworm- an omnivorous 
bookworm, to be precise. He 
likes Stephen King, science fic-
tion and historical fiction among 
other genres. They all play into the 
interests of an author who likes to 
engage in storytelling about local 
hauntings and legends.

“Maybe my own personal read-
ing pleasure affects [my writing]. 

But I really think it was because I 
wanted to write about Oxford,” he 
said.

His first book for kids was 
“The Legend of Carbuncle Pond”, 
another dive into Oxford history 
and Native American lore that was 
published in 2013 and has great 
reviews on Amazon.  Its hero is a 
12 year old newspaper delivery boy 
and the story’s discoveries are seen 
through his eyes. 

The book is available at https://
www.amazon.com/Haunting-
Oxford-Library-Robert-Racicot/
dp/B0CCCKQ9BD. Racicot will 
be signing copies at on Sept. 16 
at  Sometimes a Great Notion 
bookstore, 65 Southbridge Street, 
Auburn. 

Also, be sure to look for a book 
signing and kids’ writing workshop 
with Racicot at the Oxford Library 
shortly before Halloween.
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single tax rate for businesses and 
residents is also being addressed 
and the town is working hard to 
reach that single rate. The single 
rate should serve to create new jobs 
and help retain jobs in the area. 

“An excess levy of $9.3 million 
over the past 12 years has saved 
our taxpayers $67 million and we 
are very proud of this,” said Mr. 
Kazanovicz, “An excess levy is the 
amount we are allowed to tax but 
we haven’t taxed to that maximum 
allowed and have not done so for 
12 years. We also use our health 
trust of $12.3 million to minimize 
health insurance premiums which 
serves to dilute our premium pay-
ments. It’s good for our employees 
and it’s good for our town. Ad-
ditionally, our free cash is used for 
reductions in our capital expendi-
tures.”

Economic development in Au-
burn currently includes two Chap-
ter 40B Projects for housing which 
enables the Planning and Zoning 
Boards to approve affordable 
housing developments if at least 
20-25% of the units have long-
term affordability restrictions. The 
Perry Street Project is a 155-unit 
development and the Albert Street 
Project will have 325 rental units. 
According to Mr. Kazanovicz both 
projects are considered “friendly” 
40B projects which will allow 
Auburn to receive funding to offset 
impacts to traffic, the school sys-
tem, and safety concerns. “We also 
have a large trucking, warehouse, 
and storage facility in progress off 
Route 20-westbound that is taking 
shape. It encompasses approxi-
mately 40 acres. Patrick Motors has 
completed its expansion on Route 
20-eastbound and we are also quite 

proud of our Pappas Recreation 
Complex. The fields are beautiful 
and are often rented out to local 
soccer, baseball, and softball teams. 
The fields do have night lighting 
which is also a plus. Local groups 
and residents rent out the pavilion 
and our town has its annual fire-
works display there as well as its 10 
annual summertime concerts. Not 
only are we grateful to the Dr. Ar-
thur and Dr. Martha Pappas Trust 
for donating $1 million for this $5 
million complex but we are also 
most grateful to all of our donors 
who graciously contributed to the 
funding for the complex.”  

Note:  Thursday, August 31, 
from 6-8 p.m. is the last Free 
Concert of the season at the Pap-
pas Recreation Pavilion. Featured 
is a Tom Petty Tribute by Petty 
Larceny. The Pappas Complex is 
located at 203.5 Pakachoag Street, 
Auburn.

“We try to make it easy for 
businesses to locate in our town,” 
stated Town Manager Kazanovicz, 
“and our Business Coordination 
Group handles our economic 
development to assist prospective 
businesses through the various 
permitting processes. All in all, our 
town is looking great.” One of Mr. 
Kazanovicz’s short-term goals is to 
develop a sidewalk and pedestrian 
safety program sustained in the 
town’s annual operating budget.

In his personal time Ed enjoys 
hiking, gardening, and cooking 
but he always looks forward to 
spending time with his family most 
especially with the newest family 
member his granddaughter, Shea.

 
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com 
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Teens shine on the Hanover stage
In one of the most delightful 

and poignant musicals of all 
time, Sutton teens Madelyn 

Newton and Andrew Smith fea-
tured in the Hanover Theatre full 
scale production of Fiddler on the 
Roof on July 28 and 29 in Worces-
ter. Quinn Stone, also of Sutton, 
performed in the play in its Aug. 
18 and 19 shows. Millbury resident 

Joseph Fortunato IV also played in 
the Fiddler on the Roof JR. version 
that was staged Aug. 12. 

The older teens participated in 
the production as part of the Youth 
Summer Program (YSP) at The 
Hanover Theatre and Conservatory 
for the Performing Arts.

Newton and Smith performed 

in the musical as part of their 
participation in the Youth Summer 
Program for teens entering grades 
9 through college freshmen in fall 
2023.

The program, now in its 15th 
year, is designed for students seek-
ing a pre-professional experience. 
Teens are admitted to the program 
after submitting an audition video. 

Participants attend 
daily morning 
classes focusing on 
music, drama, and 
dance as well as 
afternoon rehearsals 
for a final produc-
tion. Students are 
cast in and present 
three performances 
of a full-scale Broad-
way musical at the 
end of each session 
on The Hanover 
Theatre’s main stage.

This year’s pro-
duction was Fiddler 

on the Roof. Madelyn New-
ton played the hat maker Yussel, a 
and Andrew Smith played one of 
the Russian peasants in this story 
set in the little village of Anatevka. 
Quinn Stone was Sasha, a Russian 
soldier and Joseph Fortunato was 
Perchik, a love interest of Tevye’s 
daughter, Hodel.

The music centers on Tevye, a 
poor milkman, and his five daugh-
ters. With the help of a colorful 
and tight-knit Jewish community, 
Tevye tries to protect his daughters 
and instill them with traditional 
values in the face of changing 
social mores and the growing anti-
Semitism of Czarist Russia.

The award-winning tale of Tevye 
the Dairyman and his family’s 
struggles in a changing Russia is a 
true musical theatre tradition.

Winner of nine Tony® Awards 
when it debuted in 1964, Fiddler 
on the Roof is the brainchild of 

Broadway legends Jerome Robbins 
and Harold Prince, songwriters 
Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick, 
and bookwriter Joseph Stein. 
Touching audiences worldwide 
with its humor, warmth and hon-
esty, this universal show is a staple 
of the musical theatre canon.

Set in the little village of Anat-
evka, the story centers on Tevye, a 
poor milkman, and his five daugh-
ters. With the help of a colorful 
and tight-knit Jewish community, 
Tevye tries to protect his daughters 
and instill them with traditional 
values in the face of changing 

social mores and the growing anti-
Semitism of Czarist Russia. Rich in 
historical and ethnic detail, Fiddler 
on the Roof ‘s universal theme of 
tradition cuts across barriers of 
race, class, nationality and religion, 
leaving audiences crying tears of 
laughter, joy and sadness.

With iconic and beloved songs 
such as “Sunrise, Sunset,” “If I Were 
a Rich Man” and “Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker,” Fiddler on the 
Roof is the perfect mix of audi-
ence-pleasing humor and heart.

Madelyn Newton and Andrew Smith
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Laurie Massoni, Oxford’s Best Ambassador
BY JANET STOICA

She works in the Highway 
Department. Her official 
job designation is Heavy 

Equipment Operator. She has 
given you something to appreci-
ate and smile about as you drive 
through Oxford’s Main Street or 

are stopped at the traffic lights 
waiting patiently or impatiently at 
the Sutton Road and Main Street 
intersection. Laurie Massoni is her 
name and one of the many hats 
she wears as an employee of the 
Oxford Highway Department is 
that of the manager of the 31 pots 
and planters throughout the town.

 Please don’t say you haven’t 
noticed. The pots are giant-sized 
and are positioned at Oxford’s 
main intersection as well as along 
Main Street, Sutton Avenue, 

WEBSTER SMILES
70 Worcester Road, Webster, MA 01570

Phone: (508) 640-6040
www.webstersmilesma.com

Our Reliable Dental Services
Cleanings and ExamsCleanings and Exams
Root Canal TherapyRoot Canal Therapy
PeriodonticsPeriodontics
Dental ImplantsDental Implants

Partial and Full DenturesPartial and Full Dentures
Scaling and Root PlaningScaling and Root Planing
Gum GraftsGum Grafts
ExtractionsExtractions
Bone Grafts and Sinus LiftsBone Grafts and Sinus Lifts
Denture Relining and RepairsDenture Relining and Repairs

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Laurie Massoni
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Learn about Viking River & Ocean cruise ships 
and itineraries at our interactive event

Charlton Road, and other nearby 
thoroughfares. The flora are 
absolutely stunning. Beautiful 
arrangements and a sure point of 
admiration and dose of relax-
ation for every resident walking 
or driving through town. Bright 
pinks, whites, reds, deep green 
shoots and sprays. Some of the 
arrangements drape like colorful 
blankets around the urns others 
have fronds and sprigs that have 
grown high. All are totally com-
forting to behold. 

Massoni is an artist beyond the 
highest level of perfection. She 
has an eye for elegance and beau-
ty that most of us can only hope 
to aspire to. Oxford is not only 
blessed to have her in its employ 
but can also be proud that Mas-
soni has chosen to use her talent 
for the town’s benefit. What other 
city or town in the area has an 
employee of similar characteris-
tics?  You would be hard-pressed 
to find one anywhere in the New 
England area who could compare 
to her genius.

Originally from western Mas-
sachusetts, Massoni decided to 
relocate to this area four years 
ago when she saw an ad for 
summer help landscaping for 
the town of Oxford. She was 

hired. When a full-time position 
opened up, she applied and then 
had six months to obtain her 
commercial driver’s license. The 
Oxford Highway Department 
crew took her under their wings. 
It was here that she became part 
of the Cemetery, Parks, and Rec-
reation Dept.

“I’ve learned a lot from our 
town manager, Jen Callahan,” 
said Massoni. “She explained and 
taught me the details of what she 
felt would be attractive plantings 
and now I’ve learned the finer 
points of well-placed plantings 
that will last for the season.”

Maintenance, feeding, and 
watering are Laurie’s job but she 
mentioned that every department 
employee is available to help 
when necessary. 

Additional responsibilities for 
Laurie are grass mowing at all 
town sport fields as well as other 
lawn areas around town. “There 
are eight of us doing the parks 
and recreation maintenance,” she 
said. “We do take care of a lot of 
acreage in town. I enjoy being 
outside and seeing the change 
of seasons. Many town residents 
stop by when they see me and the 
crew tending to the flowers and 
the compliments are many.”  

It’s trial and error for choosing 
plants each year Laurie noted. 
When the drought happened last 
year it took a toll on the plantings 

and this year there was a late frost 
which also did some damage. 
“The supervisors and I order the 
plants in the spring. Our choices 
are all thriving and doing very 
well this year. We prune often, 
use good soil, and fertilize often. 
We buy good soil from local 
vendors.”

Massoni has a Class B driver’s 
license which allows her to drive 
the large dump trucks and sand-
ers with snowplows. 

“It’s fun and exciting driving 
these big rigs,” she said, “I feel 
so small in those big trucks but 
I learned that I could do it even 
though it’s a male-dominated 
field. A woman can definitely do 
this job. I take pride in doing a 
good job and am very proud of 
what our town looks like. I like 
that my job changes every season. 
For the floral fall clean-up mums, 
purple cabbages, and fall grasses 
are introduced and then for the 
holiday season decorations with 
greenery and pine. Snowplowing 
and sanding also take high prior-
ity. Just like any job, you learn as 
you go.”

“I just really enjoy the Highway 
Dept. crew and it’s hard not to 
appreciate the beautiful flowers 
and then to see them thrive. Our 
residents enjoy the planters, it’s 
good for them and it’s good for 
the businesses in town. I just do 
my job and enjoy it. I don’t have 

time for negativity. My fellow 
workers are awesome. It’s a lot 
of physical activity and we all 
help each other. My Park and 
Recreation Superintendent, Matt 
Benoit, as well as Steve Esposito, 

our DPW Director, have been a 
great support to me and they are 
good to work for,” she said.

   

Fine Wine - Spirits - Craft Beer
Lottery - Drive thru Redemption

CALL FOR BRAND AVAILABILITY
AND PRICES 508-943-0101 

ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE!

119 W. Main St., Dudley, MA • 508-943-0101
Hrs.: Mon.-Sat. 9am-10pm; Sun. 10am-10pm

Join us for our 
Free Tasting Event 
on Saturday, August 26th 
from 12:00PM – 3:00PM 

Follow us on
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A variety of scanning tools are being used to ensure vehicle safety with the introduction of 
the Advanced Driver Assistance System, or ADAS, at Fuller Automotive in Auburn.

Your vehicle collision 
needs to be treated 
inside and out
So you’ve got a new (or new-

ish) car with all kinds of 
sophisticated equipment to 

keep you and your passengers 
safe. Equipment like forward 
collision warning , automatic 
emergency braking, lane depar-
ture warning, blind spot warning, 
parking assist/self-parking, back-
up cameras or adaptive high 
beams, to name just a partial list.

What you may not realize is 
that your car is in an accident, 
all these precision sensors, called 

Advanced Driver Assistance 
Systems (ADAS) need to be 
checked and possibly recalibrated 
to ensure they are still working 
as designed – even if the acci-
dent is not within the area of the 
installed equipment.

You should always confirm 
with your repair shop that all 
ADAS calibrations are properly 
completed after repairs to your 
car, according to Mike Ambrosi-
no ADAS and diagnostic special-
ist at ADAS Diagnostic Solutions, 
5 Southbridge Street, Auburn.

The explanation goes that the 
sensors are sort of like Christmas 
tree lights. If one goes, they all 
go; it doesn’t matter if everything 
looks alright from the outside of 
the vehicle.

And no one wants to be 
driving along unaware that the 
technology they rely upon is not 
working. 

ADAS Diagnostic Solutions 
works with body shops and car 
dealers who may not have the 

tools, the training or the knowl-
edge on this type of recalibration.

Learning ADAS “involved a lot 
of education up front and a huge 
investment in equipment,” Am-
brosino said. With ADAS, “we 
are making sure all these systems 
are lined up automatically. A lot 
of scan tools are involved, to give 
the customer peace of mind.”

“ADAS is not necessarily just 
for vehicles involved in a colli-
sion but also those in need of an 
alignment,” Ambrosino points 

out.
Since 2020, ADAS Diagnostic 

Solutions has been working with 
local repair shops to provide the 
calibration tools and knowledge 
needed for the relatively new 
sensors and systems.  We have 
created a process that uses a 
combination of original equip-
ment manufacturers and after-
market scan tools and diagnostic 
equipment, minimizes cycle time, 
eliminates inconsistent schedul-
ing and communication, and 
most of all maximizes productiv-
ity in getting cars back to pre-
accident condition. 

While operating primarily as a 
business to business referral, it’s 
fine to ask your collision repair 
expert to have your car checked 
by ADAS Diagnostic Systems or 
even bring it in yourself, accord-
ing to their service team. For  
information, email info@adscali-
brate.com or call 774-772-4803.

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

It’s not repaired,
If it’s not recalibrated.

We
Repair

We
Calibrate

5 Southbridge St., 
Auburn, MA

774-772-4803 
info@adscalibrate.com
www.adscalibrate.com

ADAS DIAGNOSTIC SOLUTIONS

The National GrillThe National Grill
227 Putnam Hill Rd., Sutton, MA 01590

(508) 865-2111
Hours

Check out our menu

Sunday through Saturday
11:00am-9:00pm Enjoy a FREE Enjoy a FREE 

appetizer or dessertappetizer or dessert
with purchase of with purchase of 
1 adult entrée1 adult entrée







Limit 1 coupon per customer
Expires 12/31/23
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Free community college for hundreds under state’s 
MassReconnect program
Quinsigamond Commu-

nity College is poised to 
award free college tuition, 

fees and an allowance for books 
and supplies to hundreds of new 
and returning students for the Fall 
2023 semester under the state’s 
new MassReconnect program that 
makes community college free for 
eligible Massachusetts residents 
aged 25 and older.

Governor Healy recently signed 
the Fiscal Year 2024 $56 billion 
budget, with $20 million allocated 
to the state’s 15 community colleg-
es for the MassReconnect program 
as an effort to improve access to 
higher education. According to the 
state, there are 1.8 million Mas-
sachusetts residents with a high 
school diploma or equivalency but 
no degree and close to 700,000 
Massachusetts residents who have 
some college credit but no degree.

“The MassReconnect program 
is a giant step forward in our quest 
for equity in higher education. By 
offering equitable opportunities 
and resources for our students, 
many of whom are juggling one 
or more jobs and caring for their 
families, we are bettering our 
entire community,” said QCC Pres-
ident Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D. 
“Obtaining a higher education is a 
way for people to advance a career, 
change careers and make a better 
life for themselves and their fami-
lies. MassReconnect is going to be 
a gamechanger for so many.”

“While QCC is prepared to 
include over 400 currently enrolled 
students in this no-cost col-
lege program pending their ap-
plications for financial aid, QCC is 
expecting many more eligible 
students to apply for the fall se-
mester,” said Michelle Tufau, vice 
president for Strategic Enrollment 
and Student Engagement.

Individuals aged 25 and older 
qualify for the program if they have 
not previously earned an associ-
ate or bachelor’s degree and have 
been a legal permanent resident of 
Massachusetts for one year as of 
the start of classes. Students must 
complete the 23-24 Free Applica-
tion for Student Aid (FAFSA) and 
enroll in at least six credits per 
semester in an approved program 
of study leading to an associate 
degree or certificate. To learn more, 
visit QCC.edu/Massreconnect, 
or visit one of the information 
sessions QCC is hosting during its 
Super Saturday event on Saturday, 
August 26, 2023, from 9:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. Sessions will run 10:00 
a.m., 11:00 a.m. (Spanish presenta-
tion), or 12:00 p.m.

 Who will be eligible?
Eligible students must:

Be 25 or older on the first day of 
classes (September 6 for Fall 2023)

Have been a permanent legal 
resident of the Commonwealth 
for at least one year at start of the 
enrolled term

Have not previously received an 
associate or bachelor’s degree, or 
the equivalent

Enroll in at least six credits per 
semester in an approved program 
of study leading to an associate 
degree or certificate

Maintain satisfactory academic 
progress according to the col-
lege’s satisfactory academic record 
policy.

Complete the 2023-2024 Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA)

The College will use informa-
tion you have provided during 
the enrollment process and other 
available data to determine your 
eligibility before making an award.  
If you are later determined to be 
ineligible for the MassReconnect 
Program, you may owe a balance 
to the College and/or be required 
to pay back funds received.

Worried you don’t qualify for 
MassReconnect? Don’t wor-
ry! There are many other federal, 
state, and institutional financial aid 
programs available to help students 
with the cost of their educa-
tion. Complete the 2023-2024 Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) to be considered.
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27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA
www.EdStearnsDressedMeats.com

508-248-7866
NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 

PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

Store Hours
  Open  Butcher Close
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur.  9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri.  9AM 5PM 6PM

SPRING & SUMMER SPECIALS

3 YEARS IN A ROW 
FIRST PLACE 

BEST BUTCHER SHOP

A. $50.00 $50.00 BUNDLE BUNDLE B. $50.00  $50.00 BUNDLEBUNDLE
• 2 lbs. London Broil Steaks OR
 1-1/2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
• 2 lbs. Hamburger OR 
 2 lbs. Bone-in Pork Chops
• 2 lbs. Boneless Spare Ribs OR
 2 lbs. Ham Steaks
• 1 package (1 lb.) Sausage of your 
 choice OR 1 package (1-1/2 lbs.)
 Cooked Chicken Wings
• 3 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast OR 
 2 lbs. Hot Dogs

• 5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters OR
 3 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast
• 2 lbs. London Broil Steaks OR
 1-1/2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steak
• 3 lbs. Cut Up Chicken OR
 1 lb. Hot Dogs
• 2 lbs. Boneless Spareribs OR
 1 package (1-1/2 lbs.) Marinated
 Chicken Breast of your choice
• 2 lbs. Hamburger OR
 3 lbs. Ground Turkey

Other Meat Bundles Available!

Kitchen Design • Kitchen Cabinets • Doors
Pine Molding • Windows • Hardware

Hardwood Floors • Custom Orders

600 Park Ave., Worcester • 508.831.9900 • www.plywoodplus.com

Family Owned and Operated
#1 Merillat Dealer in Worcester County
Builder’s Premium Supplier

Free Kitchen Design
Delivery Available
Personalized Customer Care

• Apples 
• Cider • Gifts
• Specialty Sauces 
   and Salsas
• Fruit Pies
• Honey
• Apple Dumplings
• Apple Sauce

HAWK HILL 
ORCHARDS

PICK YOUR OWN

83 Carleton Rd., Millbury, MA
508-865-4037

APPLES 
Visit

Our Country
Store

OPEN
LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND AND DAY 
10AM-5PM

• Jams/Preserves
• Maple Syrup
• Dessert Breads
• Candy

Family fun with hike and concert on 
Quinebaug River Trail 

Webster natives and co-
founders of the Massachu-
setts Walking Tour Mark 

Mandeville and Raianne Richards 
will host a “Walking Tour” Sept. 
17 on the Quinebaug River Rail 
Trail in Dudley. 

 The Last Green Valley and 
Local 4 Life are co-sponsors of 
this event, part of “Walktober” - a 
regional fall collection of walks, 
paddles, lectures and other events 
to connect people with the abun-

dant and diverse natural, histori-
cal and cultural resources within 
south-central Massachusetts and 
eastern Connecticut. 

The event will run from 1-4 
p.m. with the following sched-
ule: gathering and welcome 1 – 
1:15 p.m.; walk 1:15 – 2:15 p.m.; 
activities and concert 2:15 – 4 
p.m. 

The nature walk is a two-miles 
round-trip to “Ken’s Bridge” on 
easy, mostly flat terrain suitable 
for strollers. Local 4 Life will 
then lead a hands-on take-home 
kids’ activity to craft mason bee 
hotels (while supplies last). Light 
refreshments will be offered after 
the walk with an opportunity to 
visit with local partners like The 
Last Green Valley and others. 
Acclaimed local artists Mark 
Mandeville and Raianne Rich-
ards will perform acoustic music 
accompanied by members of the 
Walking Tour band. Attendees 
are welcome to bring a chair or 
blanket for the concert (can be left 
in the car or at the gathering space 
during the walk). Meet at the end 
of Blue Herron Rd. in Dudley (off 
New Boston Rd) for all activities. 
The trail kiosk is located near the 
end of the cul-de-sac. 

Street parking is available 
on Blue Herron Rd. and in the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
Alternative parking for those who 
don’t mind a longer walk can be 
found in the small lot off Scho-

field Ave in Dudley and along the 
driveway of the Webster Water 
Treatment Plant in Webster. 

The Last Green Valley (TLGV) 
is two things - it’s the 35-town 
National Heritage Corridor in 
eastern Connecticut and south-
central Massachusetts, and it’s also 
a member-supported, non-profit 
stewardship organization work-
ing for residents in the National 
Heritage Corridor. The corridor 
is a place with a rich history in a 
surprisingly rural landscape. More 
than 80 percent of the Corridor 
is forest and farm; it’s also the last 
swath of dark night sky in the 
coastal sprawl between Boston 
and Washington, D.C. TLGV 
advocates to sustain our region’s 
legacy for future generations. The 
Walktober event is in its thirty-
third year leading people to wide-
open spaces to explore with walks, 
hikes, historic tales, paddles, bike 
rides and farm visits. 

Local 4 Life focuses on educa-
tion, conservation and commu-
nity-building. The non-profit was 
founded by two middle school 
Science teachers who were in-
spired to offer hands on learning 
that supported local farms and 
broadened their reach beyond 
the classroom. They recruited a 
diverse board of directors, advi-
sors and volunteers that consist of 
farmers, educators, and entrepre-
neurs. With the help of their ex-
pertise, skills and talents, Local 4 
Life has hosted events, workshops 
and activities for all ages that have 
been centered in four core values- 
Agricultural & Local Partnerships, 
Youth Education. Conservation of 
Resources, and Diversified Com-
munity Outreach.

Since 2010 Mandeville and 
Richards have organized a 
grassroots trek annually to raise 
awareness of recreational greens-
pace throughout the state and 
create folk coffeehouse-style 
musical events in each town. The 

Massachusetts Walking Tour has 
performed over 131 concerts in 
113 towns across the state, part-
nering with the National Parks 
Service, Mass Audubon, Trustees, 
DCR, Freedoms Way and AMC to 
hike sections of the Appalachian 
Trail, Mid-State Trail, New Eng-
land National Scenic Trail, Bay 
Circuit Trail, Cape Cod Rail Trail, 
South Coast Bikeway and many of 
the region’s smaller recreational 
greenspaces. In 2017, Senator Ed 
Markey officially recognized the 
Massachusetts Walking Tour in 
the congressional record for an 
annual commitment to promoting 
trails, arts and culture throughout 
the state.

“Our intention is simply to help 
people understand the importance 
of greenspace in our busy lives by 
inviting them out for a walk, to 
see younger and older folks hiking 
together, sharing thoughts on a 
nice day out in the woods,” states 
Mandeville. “As for the concerts, 
we do our best to create a respect-
ful listening environment which 
highlights local performers, artists 
and folks with good work to an-
nounce – in that way, each concert 
is unique.” 

Aside from organizing the 
Massachusetts Walking Tour, 
performing and recording their 
original compositions, Mandev-
ille and Richards serve as music 
teachers in central MA through 
Blackstone Valley Music, an in-
dependently owned school with a 
popular Band Camp Program and 
monthly community coffeehouse. 

See www.markandraianne.
com for more information. Spon-
sored by Mark Mandeville & Rai-
anne Richards masswalkingtour.
org, Local 4 Life local4life.org, The 
Last Green Valley thelastgreenval-
ley.org, and the Town of Dud-
ley dudleyma.gov and The Dudley 
Cultural Council. 

Mark Mandeville and Raianne Richards will lead a walking tour and give a concert on the 
Quinebaug River Rail Trail next month. submitted photo
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Happenings!

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 10 

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to news@theyankeexpress.com.

THROUGH OCTOBER 1 
• Daniels Farmstead in Blackstone is open 
for its 13th season of Farmers’ Markets, 
every Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Email info@danielsfarmstead.org for fur-
ther details or visit the Daniels Farmstead 
Foundation website at danielsfarmstead.
org.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
• The 2nd Annual Parking Lot Craft Fair 
sponsored by the Auburn Historical Society 
& Museum will be held at 41 South St., 
Auburn, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., rain or 
shine. Vendors are welcome. Contact Helen 
at auburnmuseum@verizon.net to reserve 
a space for $15.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31 
• The Art of Bow Making will be offered at 
Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior 
Center from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. This class will 
demonstrate how to make bows for use 
in your home and/or for packages. Space 
is limited. Sign up in the main office. • 
Valley Cast’s Free Summer Concert Series 
continues with The Eagles Experience on 
the Dennis H. Rice Community Plaza, 60 
Douglas Road, Whitinsville, from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. On a Roll food truck will be on the 
premises. In the event of rain, the show will 

move indoors to the Singh Performance 
Center. 
•  Valley Cast’s Free Summer Concert Series 
continues with The Eagles Experience on 
the Dennis H. Rice Community Plaza, 60 
Douglas Road, Whitinsville, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. On a Roll food truck will be 
on the premises. In the event of rain, 
the show will move indoors to the Singh 
Performance Center. • The Art of Bow 
Making will be offered at Plummer Place at 

the Northbridge Senior Center from 1:00 to 
2:00 p.m. This class will demonstrate how 
to make bows for use in your home and/
or for packages. Space is limited. Sign up in 
the main office. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
• The Sutton Historical Society welcomes 
Andrew Noone, author of “Bathsheba 
Spooner: A Revolutionary Murder Con-
spiracy,” at the First Congregational Church, 
307 Boston Road, Sutton, at 7:00 p.m. Go 
to www.suttonhistoricalsociety.org for 
further info. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
• A Scam Alert Program presented by the 
Worcester County DA’s office will be held at 
Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior 
Center, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, at 
12:45 p.m. Kevin Donohue returns to help 
attendees recognize and learn about what 
scams are out there. Sign up in the main 
office. Light refreshments will be served.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
• Free family movie night featuring “Super 
Mario Brothers” at 6:30 p.m.at Waters Farm, 
53 Waters Road, Sutton. Courtesy of Sen. 
Ryan Fattman, his family and Waters Farm 
Preservation. Ice cream courtesy of Country 
Montessori. Bring your own chairs and 
blankets. Free to all.
• Stars Go Dim, Faith Church, 22 Faith 

For more information, visit www.IndianRanch.com
BOX OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Wednesday (10am-4pm), Saturday-Sunday, (10am-4pm) and Friday (10am-5pm). Tickets are also available by phone: 

1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508.943.3871. 
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. 

Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

TICKETS, MENUS & RESERVATIONS AT
WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE •  200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

Lake Tours and Specialty Cruises

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

Specialty Cruises

SEPTEMBER 1
SHADES OF HUNKS

DOORS 7PM / SHOW 8PM

SEPTEMBER 22
COMEDY NIGHT WITH PAUL GILLIGAN, 
CASEY CRAWFORD, AND DAVE LAMB

DOORS 6:30PM / SHOW 7:30PM

SEPTEMBER 30
MUSIC WITH DOCK 10

DOORS 7:30PM / SHOW 8PM

LAKESIDE DINING

OPEN DAILY AT NOON WEDNESDAY – SUNDAY 
FOR  LUNCH AND DINNER

LAKE TOUR / AUGUST 25 / 4PM
LAKE TOUR / AUGUST 27 / 3PM

LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 2 / 10AM
SUNSET LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 2 / 7PM

LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 4 / 10AM
SUNSET LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 8 / 6:30PM

LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 9 / 10:30AM
100 FM THE PIKE 90’S CRUISE 

HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS / SEPTEMBER 9 / 6:30PM 
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE / SEPTEMBER 14 / 6:30PM

SUNSET LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 16 / 6:30PM
SUNSET LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 22 / 6PM
SUNSET LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 29 / 6PM

 LAKE TOUR / SEPTEMBER 30 / 10AM
 LAKE TOUR / OCTOBER 1 / 10AM
 LAKE TOUR / OCTOBER 15 / 3PM
100 FM THE PIKE BOOS CRUISE 

HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS / OCTOBER 21 / 6PM
 LAKE TOUR / OCTOBER 22 / 3PM

AUGUST 25 • 7PM

SEPTEMBER 2 • 1PMAUGUST 27 • 7PM

SEPTEMBER 9 • 12PMSEPTEMBER 4 • 1PM

SEPTEMBER 24 • 12PM
SEPTEMBER 30 • 1PM

OCTOBER 1 • 1PM  

TICKETS
ARE ON

SALE NOW!

SOLD OUT!

SOLD OUT!

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

“Images of America, Webster” book

NEW ENGLANDNEW ENGLAND REGLAZE REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com

Reg. Reg. $$399399
Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOWCALL US NOW
617-895-7771617-895-7771

NOWNOW  $$299.299.0000

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more
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HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 11 

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 9

Best Vehicle Lineup! 
Best Sales Experience!

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com

Treat Yourself, It’s Time! We make it Easy!

508-885-1000508-885-1000
366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield

Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

Hospice Stays • Respite Care

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway
Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800

www.vhmeadows.com

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 TELEPHONE • (774) 696-7449 CELL

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off

1st
Job for

Plumbing

(one per 
household)

Back to School movie 
night for a super time

S tate Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton) and his family 
announced that they are hosting a

Back-To-School family movie night at Waters 
Farm in Sutton, on Friday, Sept. 8.  The featured movie 

will be The Super Mario Bros. Admission is free and will begin 
at 6:30pm. The movie will start around 7:30pm. Ice cream will 

also be available, courtesy of Country Montessori.
The event is open to families in all the towns of the Blackstone 

Valley, and it is sponsored by the Fattman Family and the Waters 
Farm Preservation. Fattman, his family, and Waters Farm hopes you 

will join them to celebrate the waning days of summer by gathering 
as a community at this local historic treasure in the Blackstone Valley. 

Please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets for the movie.

Avenue. 7-9 p.m. Christian pop artist and 
songwriter Chris Cleveland. Tickets $15 - 
$25.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
• Grafton Rec reation will hold a Collectibles 
Fair, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Grafton Munici-
pal Gym, 30 Providence Road. Coins, comics, 
toys, records, cards (sports and fantasy) and 
sports memorabilia vendors. No charge to 
get in. Accepting donations to the Grafton 

Food Bank.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
• Bethel Lutheran Church/Grace Ministries 
will host a Community Yard Sale from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 90 Bryn Mawr Ave., 
Auburn. Rent a table for just $25. Contact 
Jackie Walsh at 508-769-0879 for jackmae@ 
charter.net to register for this event. 

SEPTEMBER 16 & 17 
• The American Heritage Museum, 568 Main 
St., Hudson, presents “World War I/Early 
Aviation Weekend,” showcasing the original 
1917 Nieuport 28—American’s first and 
oldest fighter aircraft, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. www.americanher-
itagemuseum.org or call 978-562-9182. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
• The First Congregational Church, 148 West 
Main Street , Millbury is sponsoring a Flea 
Market ,9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Anyone wishing 
to reserve table space in the church vestry 
should call Jeri Stead ,508-865-5371.  The 
$25 inside area consists of a large supper 
table plus a card table. An outside reserva-
tion is $15 and those chancing the weather 
need to provide their own table. The 
kitchen will be serving coffee and muffins 
and at lunch time, hot dogs will be avail-
able. There will also be a baked good table 
and the Church Flea Market table.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
• The UMass Cancer Walk and Run, celebrat-
ing twenty-five years of the community’s 
commitment to cancer research, will take 
place at Polar Park in Worcester. Go to 
umasscancerwalk.org or email cancer-
walk@umassmed.edu for further details.
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
• The Greenway Challenge takes place in the 
Blackstone Valley and around the region.
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5
 • The 7th Annual New England Electrical & 
Alarm Expo takes place from 1:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at Twin River Casino, 100 Twin River 
Road, Lincoln, Rhode Island. The Exhibitor 

Show Floor opens at 3:30 p.m. More than 
400 manufacturers will be represented. 
Visit neeae.com for further details. 

OCTOBER 7 & 8 
• The American Heritage Museum, 568 
Main St., Hudson, presents “Battle for the 
Airfield WW II Re-Enactment Weekend,” 
with over 350 re-enactors from branches of 
the Allied and Axis military participating in 
encampments and battles, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 
p.m. both days. www.americanheritage-
museum.org or call 978-562-9182.

 OCTOBER 9-23
 • The Friends of the Simon Fairfield Public 
Library in Douglas’s fourth annual online 
auction begins. Donations for the event 
will be accepted through September 14th 
at 8:00 p.m. Proceeds benefit the library’s 
capital campaign to renovate the building 
and make it handicapped accessible. The 
Friends are also accepting sponsorships 
from community members or businesses.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 
• Scarecrow building contest on the Grafton 
Common 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Join Grafton Recre-
ation in building a scarecrow and decorat-
ing a pumpkin. Supplies provided. Free.

 TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
 • The Sutton Historical Society welcomes 
Mark Savois of the Thompson Historical 
Society for the presentation “The Mass 

15th of the Civil War and Wilder Holbrook, 
Sutton,” at the First Congregational Church, 
307 Boston Road, at 7:00 p.m. Go to www. 
suttonhistoricalsociety.org for further info. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
• The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s 45th Annual Meeting & Awards 
Ceremony will be held at Pleasant Valley 
Country Club on Armsby Road in Sutton 

Town-wide 
Yard Sale

Auburn is holding a town-wide 
yard sale from 7 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Sept. 9. At the Dr. Arthur and 
Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation 
Complex, 203A Pakachoag Street. 
Send a check for $20 made out to 
the town of Auburn, 4 Goddard 
Drive, to reserve your 10 feet by 10 
feet spot. Bring your own tent and 
table. Captain Ron’s food truck will 
have coffee and breakfast items and 
Richie’s Ice Cream Truck will also 
be there. If you want to hold your 
yard sale at your own house, simply 
stop by Town Hall and get a yard 
sale sign from Ginger and Me-
linda. Call 508-832-7736 or email 
kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us with 
questions. 
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from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. Do you know a busi-
ness or individual deserving of recognition, 
or a business that is celebrating a milestone 
anniversary? Submit your nomination to Liz 
O’Neil at loneil@blackstonevalley.org. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
• The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s Home & Community Expo will be 
held at the Northbridge High School Field 
House on Linwood Avenue in Whitinsville 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Registration 
will occur late summer, early fall.

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 10

290 Dresser Hill Road, Charlton, MA
www.dresserhillicecreambar.com

WANTEDWANTED
Toys & Comics from the 1940s -1980s

GiJoes, Cap Guns, Hot Wheels, Slot Cars,
HeMan, Cowboy Toys, Ghostbusters,
Tonka Trucks, Plastic Car Models, Rock N’ Roll,
Gas Station Memorabelia, Stingray Bicycles,
1967 - 1975 Muscle Car Items,  Action Figures,
Pedal Cars, One Item Or Collections.

Please Call Rick: 860-208-5004

Visit 
Antiques Marketplace, 
22,000+ square foot antique & collectible 

group shop in Putnam Ct.
Open Wednesday - Sunday 10-5 Closed Tuesday

860-928-0442 
109 Main St. Putnam CT.

Community Workshop 
on Housing

Residents are invited to learn 
about updates to Auburn’s 
Housing Production Plan 

and participate in a planning ac-
tivity to guide the future of hous-
ing in town from 6-8 p.m. Sept. 
18 in the select board’s  meeting 
room at Auburn Town Hall. If 
you plan to attend, please RSVP to 
Emily at eglaubitz@cmrpc.com. Light  
refreshments will be provided.

Thursday, August 31, from 6-8 p.m. is the last Free Concert of the season at the Pappas Recreation Pavilion. Featured is a Tom Petty 
Tribute by Petty Larceny. The Pappas Complex is located at 203.5 Pakachoag Street, Auburn.
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We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Do you know anyone having 
difficulty in school, at work or 
feeling more stress than usual? 
Someone who had a stroke or working to recover?

Brain Gym is a system of quick and enjoyable physical activities that 
enhance brain function. These simple physical movements can bring 
about rapid and automatic improvements in skills such as memory, 
math, reading, writing, concentration and communication. There are also 
noticeable gains in creativity, energy levels and athletic performance.

Brain Gym for professionals/parents/anyone is being offered at 
Bay Path Evening School  starting consecutive Mondays - 
September 11 through October 2 from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Susan Wilbur is a certified Brain Gym instructor licensed through 
Breakthrough International. www.braingym.org. To register go online to 
Bay Path Evening School classes at www.baypatheveningschool.com. 
For questions call Susan Wilbur at 508-410-5654.

Free school lunches 
are on the way
On Aug. 1, the Massachu-

setts Legislature  said ‘yes’ 
to a budget proposal that 

mandates all state public schools 
provide all K-12 students with free 
meals,  extending a program that 
was both necessary and popular 
during the COVID – 19 pandemic.

Federal funding to continue the 
free meals program ran out last 
year.  Some states moved to put 
the program back in their own 
budgets, including Massachusetts 
which earmarked $171.5 million to 
supply the free lunches.

When Governor Maura Healey 
signed the budget into law, parents 
will no longer have to worry about 
paying cafeteria charges. Lunches 
as well as breakfast and snacks will 
be free at schools where they are 
available.

Rep. James McGovern (D- 
Worcester) said, “I’m extra proud 
to be from Massachusetts today. 
In our Commonwealth, under the 
leadership of the Healey-Driscoll 
administration, we recognize that 
our kids are 100% of our future. 
They should be learning, growing, 
and thriving—not worrying about 
where their next meal will come 
from or how to pay their lunch 
debt.”

“Free universal school meals 
will literally change lives, full stop. 
No child in Massachusetts will 
ever have to wonder how to get 
though the school day on an empty 
stomach. Thank you to Speaker 
Mariano, Senate President Spilka, 
Senator Sal DiDomenico, Repre-
sentative Andy Vargas, and all the 
amazing advocates who made this 
happen—including Project Bread 
and the Feed Kids Coalition,” he 

said. “Now we keep pushing to 
take this policy nationwide and 
continue building on the momen-
tum of last year’s White House 
Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, 
and Health. The promise of this 
country ought to be that no child 
ever goes hungry in any school.”

“The promise of this country 
ought to be that no child ever goes 
hungry in any school.”

U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern (D-
Mass.), one of the most outspo-
ken anti-hunger advocates in 
Congress, applauded the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature for making 
free school meals permanent and 
said the move «will literally change 
lives, full stop.»

“No child in Massachusetts 
will ever have to wonder how to 
get through the school day on an 
empty stomach,” said McGovern. 
“The promise of this country ought 
to be that no child ever goes hun-
gry in any school.”

Even though the state of MA 
has extended universal free meals, 
it remains very important for all 
families to complete the annual 
Household Application for Free 
and Reduced Price Meals. This 
form allows school districts to 
serve families more effectively by 
establishing eligibility for other im-
portant programs such as P-EBT 
benefits, fee waivers for school 
district programs/services (as de-
termined by each school district), 
and more, according to the Massa-
chusetts anti-hunger group Project 
Bread. To find the application, visit 
your district’s website or contact 
the School Nutrition Department 
at your district.

 This little piggy …
The newest historic building 

in old Sturbridge Village is 
built neither of straw, sticks 

nor bricks, but sturdy timber 
framing.  The Allen Piggery 
represents the best in porcine 
accommodations and was owned 
by farmer John Partridge Allen, 
dating from about 1830 and 

perhaps housing breeds such as 
Berkshires who grew so fat so 
quickly they could not be driven 
to market, but needed a wagon.

Most New England families 
kept at least some pigs for their 
own use even if they weren’t 
farmers. Once villages outlawed 
them having free range with con-

sequent damage to crops, the pigs 
began to be confined and fed, 
rather than rooting for food. 

Pigs are relatively easy to care 
for and could be cheaply fed with 
farm and household waste, espe-
cially “dairy wash,” the whey, skim 
milk, and buttermilk left over 
from making butter and cheese.

A stone-lined well for fresh 
water was located just outside the 
door to the piggery while a brick 
hearth was located inside to sup-
port a large cast-iron set kettle 

for cooking slop. Period advice 

PIGGIES
continued on page 15 
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

Al’s RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

Serving the Blackstone ValleyServing the Blackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countyand the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, 

NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTONNORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding • Roofing
Replacement Windows • Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501

Tel 508-832-5981
Fax (508) 832-0464

Offering Meal Replacement Protein Shakes
Herbal Teas • Protein Iced Coffees 

850 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA 01501

774-415-1133
Hours of Operation

M-F 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

September events at Purgatory Chasm State Reservation 
All programs are free and open 

to the public. Bring water, 
wear sunscreen/bug spray, 

and dress for the outdoors. Sturdy 
footwear is strongly recommended 
for hiking events. An adult must 
accompany all children. Hik-
ing programs are canceled in 
inclement weather. For more in-
formation call 508-234-9610 or 
visit https://www.mass.gov/
locations/purgatory-chasm-state-
reservation . 

 Purgatory Chasm State Res-
ervation is located at 198 Purga-
tory Road, Sutton. Please note 
that public programming may be 
affected by construction projects 
taking place within the park. 

   
CHASM HIKE  
FRIDAYS 11 A.M. -  12 P.M., SATUR-
DAYS 2 P.M. – 3 P.M., SUNDAYS 3 P.M. 
– 4 P.M.  

Scramble around boulders 
while taking in the mystery 
of Purgatory Chasm! Find out 
about the park’s history and 
cultural influence, the chasm’s 
rock formations, or the wildlife 
that call the chasm home. Meet 
at the pavilion at the mouth of 
the chasm. Appropriate for ages 8 
and above.  About a half mile over 
moderate terrain.  

 

CHASM PRIMER  
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 11:30 A.M.  

Find out the chasm’s history in 
just 15 minutes. This is the perfect 
primer before your hike through 
the chasm. Meet at the mouth of 
the chasm. Appropriate for ages 8 
and up.   

 
GLACIAL GEOLOGY HIKE  
MONDAYS 2 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. 

Discover our glacial past on 
this one mile hike to Little Pur-
gatory. Explore evidence of the 
ice that blanketed this park over 
10,000 years ago! Meet at the 
Visitor Center. Suitable for ages 8 
and above. About one mile over 
moderate terrain.  

  
KIDLEIDOSCOPE 
MONDAYS 11 A.M. - 12 P.M. 

Join us each week for Kidleido-
scope! We will read a short book, 
followed by an outdoor activ-
ity. Afterwards, enjoy a craft that 
relates to the story. Each week has 
a new theme, stop by often! Meet 
at the Visitor Center. Designed for 
ages 3 to 6. Siblings are welcome. 
During inclement weather this will 
be held inside the Visitor Center.  

 
OFF THE BEATEN PATH  
FRIDAYS 2:30 P.M. – 3:30 P.M.  

Hiking trails are the heart of our 

park system and getting outdoors 
is a great way to exercise! Join us 
on this recreational hike with other 
like-minded people. Meet at the 
Visitor Center. Appropriate for 
ages 8 and above. About one mile 
over easy terrain.  

 
ROCK DETECTIVES  
SATURDAYS 11 A.M. – 12 P.M.  

Have you ever wondered where 
rocks come from? See a bunch of 
different rocks and find out more 
about where they have been and 
where they are going. Stay for 
five minutes or an hour. Meet in 
the pavilion near the entrance to 
the chasm. Appropriate for ages 
4 and above. The program will be 
held in the Visitor Center during 
inclement weather.  

 
SECRETS OF THE SKULL 
SUNDAYS 11 A.M. – 12 P.M.  

We can learn many things about 
how an animal lives by looking at 
its skull. Join us to look for clues 
about how different animals sur-
vive by examining their skulls. Stay 
for five minutes or an hour. Meet 
in the pavilion near the entrance 
to the chasm. Appropriate for ages 
4 and above. The program will be 
held in the Visitor Center during 
inclement weather.  

 

TIME TRAVELER TOUR  
SATURDAYS 4 P.M.–5 P.M. 

Take a step back in time! Get an 
introduction to this unique park 
as we walk among the historic 
structures and geological features, 
jumping around the park’s history 
all the while. Meet at the Visitor 

Center. Suitable for ages 8 and 
above. Approximately one mile 
over easy terrain.  
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Friday 
night is 

Acoustics
night

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reservation online 308lakeside.com

B.K. TREE SERVICEB.K. TREE SERVICE
Trimming • Lot Clearing • Tree Removal • Firewood

Fully Insured • Emergency Services
We have 6 to 8 ft. Trees

2 to 3 inches in diameter
SCREENED LOAM FOR SALE

Maple • River Birch • Red Maple
Locust • Red Oak • Slender Sill 

KV Plum • White Pine • Oct Glory
Cherokee Princess • Lilac

Service Berry • Arnold • Pin Oaks 
Sweet Gums • Swamp White Oak

7 Wellington Rd., Oxford

508-987-1373

•Signs •Graphics •Trade Show 
•Vehicles •Wraps •Design •Install 
•Service •Financing •And More!

From Concept to Completion

508-459-9731 office    •    774-364-5073 cell
456 Grove St (rear) • Worcester, MA 01605

13 Cook Street, 
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, 
MILLBURY, WEBSTER, GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning • 24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

It’s Wonderful, It’s Marvelous, It Was a Steve & Eydie Celebration
BY JANET STOICA

The article in the Worcester 
paper about a free tribute 
concert at Mechanics Hall 

in Worcester intrigued me. The 
concert would have two local 
singers on stage paying homage 
to perhaps the most successful 
and longest-lasting husband and 
wife singing duo to grace the Las 
Vegas stage, Steve Lawrence and 
Eydie Gorme.  I was in. Asking 
my 95-year-old sprightly Aunt 
Marie to join me was a no-brain-

er. How could anyone not enjoy 
the songs of the Eydie & Steve 
era?

This wife and husband team 
were mesmerizing in their heyday 
from the 1950’s to the 1980’s. 
Their easygoing banter on stage 
and obvious love for one another 
was a definite audience draw. 
Steve’s mellow tenor and Eydie’s 
soothing soprano, with an incred-
ible range, were a match made in 
heaven. The couple were attrac-
tive, comedic, and carefree. They 
not only had their own TV show 

but also made many other TV 
appearances on The Ed Sullivan 
Show, The Mike Douglas Show, 
and the Merv Griffin Show. 

As mentioned, their songs were 
from the 1950’s - 1980’s when 
romantic ballads and upbeat re-
laxing songs were the norm. They 
refused to join the rock style and 
that decision turned out to be 
their success. The ballads and 
love songs of that era were always 
stylishly performed by Steve and 
Eydie and on Wednesday, Aug.16, 
in the acoustically perfect Me-
chanics Hall, Jim Rice and Valerie 
Roy gave it their best to entertain 
hundreds of concert goers who 
listened intently to their vocals. 

Mr. Rice and Ms. Roy, who 
are both from the Worcester 
area, regaled the crowd with 
an abundance of and signature 
songs from the book of Steve & 
Eydie. This Could be the Start of 
Something Big, Wouldn’t It Be 
Loverly, That’s What Friends Are 
For, The Two of Us along with a 
host of Broadway medleys (which 
lasted well over 10 minutes each 
without a break) to which my 
Aunt Marie exclaimed, “It’s amaz-
ing that they can sing that long! 
They’re just wonderful!” Her 
smile and enjoyment of the show 
was greatly rewarding to see.

The duo of Rice and Roy were 
truly delightful. Their backup 
accompaniment included a 
guitarist, bassist, drummer, two 
saxophonists who also played 
flute and clarinet, trumpeter, 
and a trombonist. Mr. Rice sat 
casually as he sang and played the 
shiny black grand piano on center 
stage while also directing the in-
strumentalists as Ms. Rice stood 
to the right of the piano at times 
strolling to the opposite side of 

the stage during her singing. The 
Mechanics Hall pipe organ served 
as the backdrop for the stage 
performance and the lighting was 
excellent.

Jim Rice’s warm, smooth, and 
mellow tenor was the highlight of 
the show. He never missed a note 
and his professionalism shone 
brightly. Sometimes a “free” per-
formance leaves something to be 
desired but not this act.  Jim and 
Val were absolutely spellbinding. 

A very classy show. The presenta-
tion was partially sponsored by 
the Worcester Arts Council and 
ARPA (American Rescue Plan 
Act) Funding from the City of 
Worcester. A free will offering 
was also suggested.

Jim and Val can also be found 
entertaining in Boston as regulars 
at Club Café’s Napoleon Room, 
visit  thevalandjimshow.com  for 
more information.
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Services by 
Appointment 

Only 118 Main Street, Webster, MA
508-671-0069508-671-0069 • www.theprestigesalon.com

Aromatherapy Spa Manicure 
& Spa Pedicure

Signature Facial with Enzyme Add-on 

A Wellness Salon & Day Spa

*Month long
Gift Card 

Raffle 
from Local 
Businesses*

Aromatherapy Spa Package

We are the pioneers of autoclave sterilization.

Celebrating
Celebrating

 Our Our

$200

literature recommended cooked 
grains, potatoes, pumpkins, and 
various root 
vegetables such 
as carrots and 
turnips. The 
upper level 
held a granary 
with wooden 
bins for storing 
dry feed while 
an enclosed 
shelter for pigs 
was located 
below.

  To properly 
preserve its his-
tory, carpenters 
from the Vil-
lage carefully 
disassembled 
the piggery to 
save it from 
further deterioration and vandal-
ism. Each beam and brace of the 
structure was labeled, shipped 
and then reconstructed on the 
property.  The piggery incor-
porated features recommended 
in agricultural periodicals like 
Thomas G. Fessenden’s popu-
lar weekly, “The New England 
Farmer”, along with English 
advice books like Robert Hender-
son’s “Treatise of the Breeding of 

Swine.” 
 This landmark offers a unique 

glimpse into New England’s 
agrarian past. Visitors can 
explore the beautifully restored 
barn and learn how 19th-century 

farmers cared for their valuable 
farm animals. 

 The piggery was generously 
donated to Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage by local businessman and 
OSV Council of Ambassadors 
member Gary Galonek and his 
wife Beckie in memory of long-
time Sturbridge teacher Alice 
Kelly. 

PIGGIES
continued from page 12 Stalking the Doctors of the 

Full Moon
In 1834, the American Industrial 

Revolution was evolving and 
growing at a frenetic pace along 

the Blackstone River in 1834, 
with dozens of textile mills 
fueling the new industrial 
economy.

Medical practices, how-
ever, had yet to advance into 
a scientific era.  Medical 
knowledge remained basi-
cally unchanged during the 
first half of the 19th century. 

In the Blackstone Valley, 
a small group of well-edu-
cated and respected doctors 
formed the Union Medical 
Association to share their 
knowledge and document 
their cases. The group met 
monthly in Mendon on the 
Monday following the full 
moon, and each member 
was compelled to prepare a 
report.

 The medicine the doctors 
practiced was based on the 
Hippocratic humoral system, 
that the body fluids blood, 
phlegm, black bile, and yellow bile, 
when out balance, caused illnesses. 
Treatment generally involved 
bleeding and purging. Nothing was 

known yet about infections and 
contagion.  

More than 400 of the Associa-
tion’s medical reports, dating from 

1834 to 1845, were stored in a 
small wooden box and found in a 
corner of the Worcester District 
Medical Society. 

 Medical historian Sande Bishop 
compiled and analyzed the papers 
for her book, Stalking the Doctors 
of the Full Moon, a fascinating 

look at the practice of medicine 
before the scientific era. 

 Ms. Bishop and curator of the 
Worcester District Medical Soci-
ety Dr. Dale Magee will discuss 
the book at a special presentation 
at the Samuel Slater Experience 
museum, 31 Ray Street, Webster, 
on Sunday, September 10, at 2 
p.m. The event is free, but regis-
tration is requested. To register, 
go to the museum website www.
samuelslaterexperience.org or 
Eventbrite.com.  

About Samuel Slater Experi-
ence

 Samuel Slater Experience 
opened last year to tell the story 
of Samuel Slater, the beginnings 
of the American Industrial Revo-
lution, and Slater’s impact on 
mill towns such as Webster Mas-
sachusetts. The museum employs 
state-of-the-art digital technol-
ogy with immersive video and 
interactive exhibits to recreate 

two time periods: the early 1800s 
and the early 1900s. For more 
information and tickets, visit 
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2023-24 school year openings
Auburn  
Wednesday, Aug. 30
First day of classes for all stu-
dents

Blackstone Valley Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School 
Wednesday, Aug. 16

Freshman cookout – 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 17
Freshman orientation, Day 1
Friday, Aug. 18
Freshman orientation, Day 2
Monday, Aug. 21  
First day of classes for all stu-
dents

Dudley Charlton 
Tuesday, Aug. 29 
First day for Grades 1-12
Friday, Sept. 8 First day for Pre-
Kindergarten - Kindergarten 

Grafton 
Tuesday, Aug. 29
First day Kindergarten – Grade 
12
Wednesday, Aug. 30
Pre-Kindergarten Open House
Tuesday, Sept. 5
First day of Pre-Kindergarten

Millbury
Monday, Aug. 28
First day of school for Grades 
1 – 12
Tuesday, Aug. 29
First day of school for Kindergar-
ten
Wednesday, Aug. 30
First day of school for Pre-Kin-
dergarten 
 
Oxford
Tuesday, Aug. 29
First day of school for Grades 1- 
12 
Wednesday, Aug. 30 
First day of school for Kinder-
garten
Wednesday, Sept. 6

First day of school for Pre-Kin-
dergarten
 
Sutton
Thursday, Aug. 31  
First day of school for all grades

Webster
Thursday, Aug. 31
First day of classes for Grades 1 
-12 
Wednesday, Sept. 6 
First day of school for Pre-Kin-
dergarten and Kindergarten 

  
Shepherd Hill Regional High 
School
Tuesday, Aug. 22
Freshman “Jumpstart” program 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 29
First day of school for Grades 
1- 12+
Tuesday, Sept 5
First day of school for Pre-Kin-
dergarten and Kindergarten 

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA 
 508-461-9485 • anythingautowebster.com

WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES IN OUR CUSTODY FROM POLICE ORDERED TOWS. WE HAVE HAD THESE VEHICLES FOR OVER 30 
CALENDAR DAYS AND ARE LOOKING TO FIND THEIR OWNERS. CARS THAT ARE NOT CLAIMED, WITH THE TOWING AND STORAGE BILL 
PAID IN FULL, WILL BE AUCTIONED OFF TO OFFSET THE TOWING AND STORAGE BILLS. THE STORAGE IS $35/DAILY AND INCREASES 
UNTIL THE DAY THE VEHICLE IS REMOVED. WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES:

VEHICLE TYPE VEHICLE ID # DATE TOWED LICENSE #
2004 BMW 545i - 4.4L, V8 WBANB33554B114026 1-6-23 2FZS81-MA
2021 HONDA ACCORD LX - 1.5L 1HGCV1F14MA106909 10-5-22 3BVE67-MA
2021 ACCURA TLX SH - AWD 19UUB6F53MA002571 12-5-22 3ABZ24-MA
2012 CHEVROLET CRUZE LS 1.8 1G1PC5SH2C7404900 3-22-23 3BVA34 -MA
2004 ACURA TL - 3.2L, V6 19UUA66254A000958 7-12-22 8893TW-MA
2007 BUICK LUCERNE CX - 3.8L 1G4HP5727U164346 1-16-23 2WN567-MA 

PLEASE NOTE: Vehicles will be auctioned off 21 days from this posting!

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

AFTER MARKET • HEATING/COOLING • FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
 COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC • OIL CHANGES • SHOCKS & STRUTS 

EXHAUST SYSTEMS • SUSPENSIONS • ENGINE REPAIR • KNOCKS & NOISES

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and 

Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....
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See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

The Green Dome project
There is an ongoing effort to 

save the town’s reknowned 
green cupola that once 

graced the original Auburn High 
School. The old high school was 
opened in 1935 when the town 

realized it could better serve its 
students as well as save some 
money by educating Auburn 
high schoolers in their home 
town, rather than busing them to 
Worcester.

The high school building funds 
were approved at a special town 

meeting on August 29, 1933 with 
some of the funding coming from 
the Public Works Administration.

On March 5, 1935, plans 
drawn by architect Lucius W. 
Briggs were accepted and within 

a month work had started on 
Auburn’s first high school. 

Briggs constructed other well-
known buildings in the region, 
including the clubhouse at the 
Worcester Country Club, Worces-
ter Memorial Auditorium and 
Leicester Town Hall.  On Decem-

ber 16, 1935, the first classes were 
held, with the formal dedication 
of the high school on January 16, 
1936.

The Green Dome stood over 
the main entrance and quickly 
became an icon of both the 
school and of Auburn. The 
magazine published by students 
of Auburn High School was even 
named “The Green Dome.”

The old Auburn High School 
was demolished 72 years after 
it was built to accommodate a 
growing student population.

The Green Dome was spared 

from demolition, according to 
Jackie Walsh, Auburn High Class 
of 1966.  

The dome had fallen into 
disrepair, she wrote in an email, 
passing into the charge of several 
town offices until it ended up in 
the town manager’s care.

The goal is to raise funds to 
structurally stabilize and possibly 
remove lead from the cupola, 
then repaint and keep the dome 
as a tribute to all Auburn students 
and teachers. 

For more information, visit 
greendomepreservation.org/.

The Green Dome is seen atop the old  Auburn High School. Donations are being sought to 
preserve it.

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Less Expensive than bagged and 
   large mixers
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

     Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
Concrete finishing services available

Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners                    Contractors

GET 
NOTICED!

Contact Diane at 
774-364-0296 
or by email at
 dgalipeau@

theyankeexpress.com 
to learn how you can reach 
172,0000 households and 

businesses each month!
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SPORTS

Local High School 
Football Schedules
SHEPHERD HILL REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL – THE RAMS
Week 1 – Sept. 8 Away at Concord-Carlisle 
Week 2 – Sept. 15 Away at Groton- Dunstable
Week 3 – Sept. 22 Home vs. Fitchburg
Week 4 – Sept. 30 Homecoming game vs. Westborough
Week 5 – Oct. 6 Home vs. Algonquin
Week 6 – Oct. 13 Away at Nashoba
Week 7 – Oct. 20 Away at Marlborough
Week 8 – Oct. 27 Away at Grafton
Week 9 -  Nov. 23 Thanksgiving game Away at Tantasqua Regional

AUBURN HIGH SCHOOL – THE ROCKETS
Preseason Aug. 26 Home vs. Hudson 10 a.m. 
Preseason Aug. 31 Away at Grafton 5 p.m.
Week 1 – Sept. 8 Home vs. Swampscott 7 p.m.
Week 2 – Sept. 15 Away at Tantasqua Regional 7 p.m.
Week 3 – Sept. 22 Home vs. Maynard (non-league) 7 p.m.
Week 4 – Sept. 29 Home vs. Fitchburg  (non-league) 7 p.m.
Week 5 – Oct. 6 Away vs. St. Bernard’s Central Catholic (non-league) 7 p.m.
Week 6 – Oct. 13 Away at Worcester Tech (non-league) 5:30 p.m.
Week 7 – Oct. 20 Home vs. Northbridge 7 p.m.
Week 8 –  Oct. 27 Away at Uxbridge 7 p.m. 
Week 9 -  Nov. 23 Thanksgiving game Away at Leicester (non-league) 10 a.m.

OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL – THE PIRATES
Week 1 – Sept. 9  Away at Worcester Tech (non-league) 3 p.m.
Week 2 – Sept. 15 Away at Millbury 7 p.m.
Week 3 – Sept. 22 Home vs. Uxbridge (non-league) 7 p.m. 
Week 4 -  Sept. 30 Home vs. Abby Kelley Foster (non-league) 3 p.m.
Week 5 – Oct. 6 Away at Quaboag Regional 7 p.m. 
Week 6 – Oct. 13 Away at Quabbin Regional 7 p.m.
Week 7 – Oct. 20 Home vs. Bartlett/Douglas 7 p.m.
Week 8 – Oct. 27 Home vs. Leicester 7 p.m.
Week 9 – Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Home vs. Baypath Regional Vocational (non-league) 7 p.m.

BARTLETT/WEBSTER -  INDIANS
Week 1 – Sept. 9 Away at. Burncoat, Worcester (non-league) 12 p.m.
Week 2 – Sept. 15 Home vs. Keefe Technical (non-league) 6 p.m.
Week 3 - Sept. 22  Home vs. Abby Kelley Foster (non-league)
Week 4 – Sept. 29 Home vs. Minuteman Regional (non-league) 6 p.m.
Week 5 – Oct. 6  Away at Prouty (Spencer) 7 p.m.
Week 6 – Oct. 13 Home vs. Worcester North (non-league) 6 p.m.
Week 7 – Oct. 20  Away at Oxford 7 p.m.
Week 8 – Oct. 27 Home vs. Quaboag Regional 6 p.m.
Week 9 – Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Home vs. Southbridge (non-league) 10:15 a.m.

GET 
NOTICED!

Contact Diane at 
774-364-0296 
or by email at
 dgalipeau@

theyankeexpress.com 
to learn how you can reach 
172,0000 households and 

businesses each month!

124 Main Street, 124 Main Street, 
Millbury, MAMillbury, MA

(508) 865-4822(508) 865-4822
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Sat. 7:30 a.m. - NoonSat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon
cslumberco.comcslumberco.com

NOW STOCKINGNOW STOCKING
HardwareHardware
Lawn and Lawn and 
Garden SuppliesGarden Supplies

It's Deck Time!It's Deck Time!

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
• FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING 

Count on us for all your building material needsCount on us for all your building material needs

Family Owned and Operated Since 1952Family Owned and Operated Since 1952

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

Get An Estimate
To get a free estimate, please call us at 

(508) 943-8300 to schedule an appointment.

D Mason Paving, Inc.
Hours
Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm

They would like us to create an ad 
1/8 size ad

Use their logo and Webster, MA (for address)
Established over 30 years ago
Put A+ rating with BBB
Free estimates
Commercial & Residential Paving 

Services include:
-Paving
-Excavation
-Sealcoating and 
-Crack Sealcoating 

D.  M
 A

SO

N  PAVING,  INC.MDD
WEBSTER, MAWEBSTER, MA
Established over 30 years agoEstablished over 30 years ago

Services include:Services include:
•Paving•Paving
•Excavation•Excavation
•Sealcoating•Sealcoating
•Crack Sealcoating•Crack Sealcoating

Free Estimates • Commercial & Residential PavingFree Estimates • Commercial & Residential Paving

(508) 943-8300 (508) 943-8300 
to schedule an appointmentto schedule an appointment
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

Where are the remains of Rhode Island’s first settler? 
A mystery in two parts
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

The title of this story poses 
an enigma in regard to the 
history of the Ocean State. So 

do the events that follow. If you 
visit Cumberland, Rhode Island, 
you will see a town rich with the 
history of industry and economic 
growth. Its mill houses and fac-
tory buildings that grace this 
parcel of land abound with stories 
and legends that are common to  
America’s youth. One portion of 
the town’s history is filled with a 
mystery that spans centuries.

If you visit the village of Lon-
sdale, a section of Cumberland, 
take a trip to the Ann & Hope 
Mill Outlet. It was once the largest 
outlet store in the state as well as a 
monument of history in itself. Take 
a walk a little north of the parking 
lot and you will see a monument 
in a little square. This monu-
ment is the final resting place of 
Rhode Island’s first white settler, 
the Reverend William Blackstone, 
sometimes spelled Blaxton. There 
is one small problem, however, he 
is not resting there. Where is he 

then? Well, that is what we would 
all like to know. His story after 
his death is more interesting and 
mysterious than his achievements 
of being first founder of Rhode 
Island, alleged first founder of Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, and a minister 
of the Anglican Church.  

Reverend William Blackstone 
settled in Shawmut, now Boston, 
in 1628. He became the solitary in-
habitant after the rest of his fellow 
settlers left the area. But, it wasn’t 
long before he was sharing the 
real estate with the Puritans. Over 
the next couple of years, the two 
co-existed in somewhat harmony. 
Reverend Blackstone soon had 
his share of the Puritans and in 
1635 sold his land on what is now 
Beacon Hill and Charles Street. 
He then headed south towards 
present day Rhode Island. With 
his belongings, which included 
at one point, the largest library 
in New England, (it was one of 
the most extensive libraries of the 
new world), he settled in present 
day Cumberland. There he built 
a home removed from all other 
colonial influence and lived in his 

sought-after solitude of himself 
and his library. He called his home 
“Study Hill.” He is also credited 
with starting the first apple or-
chard in Rhode Island on his piece 
of real estate. 

Reverend Blackstone lived in 
peace among the local Indigenous 
Peoples as a self-imposed recluse 
until 1659 when he wed Sarah 
Stevenson of Boston. They had one 
son together named Johnathon. 
Sarah died in 1673 and the rever-
end would follow two years later in 
1675 at eighty years of age. He was 
buried near his home on Study 
Hill which was marked by two 
boulders abreast of a quartz stone 
marker. Shortly after, the King 
Philip’s War broke out among the 
colonists and Indians, and the very 
natives he lived in harmony with, 
burned his estate to the ground. 

It wasn’t until 1855 when the 
saga picks up again. It was then 
that a group of citizens gathered 
around the overgrown rough-
shod grave to pay tribute to their 
founder and raise money to have a 
proper, more modern monument 
planted in the place of the anti-

quated rock pile. Donations  were 
taken but the monument never 
materialized. Neither did any 
refunds to the charity givers. 

Many years would pass as time 
took its toll and the weeds grew 
high hiding William Blackstone’s 
grave from common sight until 
The Lonsdale Company, owned 
by the firm of Brown and Ives, 
decided to expand their operations 
by building a mill on the Black-
stone River. This meant leveling 
Study Hill and moving Reverend 
Blackstone’s remains to another 
place.

 Luckily, a certain William 
Gammell was not only one of the 
directors of the Lonsdale Compa-
ny, but the president of the Rhode 
Island Historical Society so when 
the Ann & Hope Mill was to take 
the place of Study Hill, it was he 
who saved the remains of William 
Blackstone from being totally dug 
up and lost. At least, for a while.   

A special meeting was held on 
July 26, 1886 where it is written 
that on May 6, 1886, respected 

Providence undertakers, Miles 
and Luther, exhumed the grave of 

William Blackstone only to find 
a few pieces of bone, some bone 
dust and the remaining nails from 
what once held together his long 
since deteriorated coffin. These 
artifacts were put in a special lead 
sealed box and were prepared for 
reburial. Witnesses to this historic 
act were Mr. Gammell and a de-
scendant of the Reverend Black-
stone, a Mr. Lorenzo Blackstone.

Three years later the company 
decided it was going to erect a 
monument in honor of the great 
reverend. Yet at another meeting 
held on July 26, 1889, the descen-
dants of Mr. Blackstone resolved 
to bear the expenses of erecting 
the monument that would relate 
the history, in their words, (as 
accurately as possible) the life and 
attributes of William Blackstone. 
The Lonsdale Company had no 
objections. Now is where things 
begin to get sketchy and plans go 
awry. 

The solution to the puzzle of the 
missing minister will be revealed in 
the next issue.

   

$19999

$89999
WAS $1099.99

WE REPAIR BIKES!

20% Off
BICYCLE 

ACCESSORIES
WITH THIS AD!

WE SELL
E-BIKES!

TV DEALS
50” HISENSE �������������������������������$279�99 

(REGULARLY $549.99) 
55” HISENSE ....................................$299.99

(REGULARLY $549.99) 
65” HISENSE ....................................$399.99

(REGULARLY $649.99) 
55” SAMSUNG .................................$399.99 
(REGULARLY $449.99)
75” SAMSUNG .................................$749.99

(REGULARLY $799.99) 
85” SAMSUNG ...............................$1399.99 
(REGULARLY $1599.99)

5 CU. FT. 
CHEST 

FREEZER 

$24999 
WAS $299.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
SIDE-BY-SIDE 

REFRIGERATOR 

$119999 
WAS $1,599.99

MAYTAG TOP 
FREEZER 

18 CU. FT. 
$69999 

WAS $899.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

#7150 

$39999  
WAS $599.99

MAYTAG 
DISHWASHER 

#MDB4949SKZ 

$54999 
WAS $849.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER 
#NED4655EW 

$47999 

WAS $599.99

AMANA GAS RANGE  
#AGR1533CBAS • Sainless Steel 

$59999 

WAS $699.99

SAMSUNG 
WASHER 
$69999 

WAS $899.99

MAYTAG.DRYER 
#VEDC46HW 

$57999 

WAS $699.99

10 CU. FT. 
CHEST 

FREEZER 

$47999 
WAS $599.99

LG SMOOTH 
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE 

$69999 
WAS $999.99

GE FRONT LOAD 
WASHER 

#GFWSSOSSNWW 

$79999 
WAS $999.99

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR

BOTTOM FREEZER 

$169999 
WAS $2,699
20 CU. FT. 
CHEST 

FREEZER 

$89999 
WAS $1099.99

Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

140 MAIN ST 
SPENCER, MA
508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 
FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

GIANT SIDEWALK SCRATCH ‘N DENT – SAVE $$$

GRILL 
SALE!

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN:$199 
(REGULARLY $299)

FULL:$269 
(REGULARLY $499)

FULL:$299 
(REGULARLY 599)

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!
OPEN 
TODAY 
9 TO 9

WM-35010603

SALES TAX HOLIDAY AUGUST 12 & 13
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WE REPAIR BIKES!
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LABOR DAY SALE
HUGE APPLIANCE PACKAGES REBATES • DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK
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LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE
continued on page 21 

Luke’s Right to Play

BY AMY LECLAIRE

Truth. Having a dog is like 
having another kid. Dogs need 
our discipline, love, energy, 

and patience. Dogs remind us to be 
on top of our game. “No Slackers 
Allowed,” they tell us. 

Big dogs have big needs. Do they 
have bigger needs than little dogs? 
Perhaps their needs are simply 
different. Luke is not a particularly 
needy dog (or overly big) but he’s 
a playful one. His favorite game 
happens to be Chase, a game 
that’s been written about, a game 
branded by the unsubtle push of a 
stuffed animal—directly into the 
square of our butts. 

“Ooh!”
“Ahh!”
“Luke!”
The jolt takes us by surprise. 

Then, game on. The stuffed lamb 
hangs from his mouth like a dead 
bird. You’re It. We’ve been nomi-
nated. “I’m gonna’ get you!” We 
raise our hands like a monster’s 
while, spooked, Luke rushes away 
and slides around corners of the 
house, slipping foolishly. Pizza is 
about to be delivered. 

“Hello there.” I open the door, 
disheveled, and wipe stray hairs 
from my sweaty cheek. “Let me 
take that from you.” The delivery 
man simply wants to accept his tip 
and split, but my 68-pound Golden 
wants IN on this new person. He 

wiggles. He whimpers. Chase has 
become a distant memory. “I don’t 
really know you, but you smell 
good.” He drops the lamb and picks 
up a sneaker to share. “Oh, and I 
love you, too.” Pizza Man shuffles 
to make a smooth transition. 
Rather inconveniently, a paper 
receipt falls to the ground and Luke 
snatches it up. I extract wet paper 
from his mouth and struggle to ac-
cept a pizza still unpaid for. I want 
to wash my hands so badly, but 

things are starting to feel awkward. 
“Excuse me. Young dog here.” I’m 
embarrassed. Worse, I make excus-
es for my own lack of proper dog 
training. Front Door Greetings are 

huge when it comes to this. Luke 
should be waiting patiently for me 
to decide when the time is right 
for a front door exchange with Mr. 
Pizza. “Have I told you lately how 
much I love you?” Instead, he licks 
the young man’s hands, and fails to 
respect boundaries. 

“It’s your turn.” Luke’s exuber-
ance has led my family to keep 
score regarding the work required 
to own him. 

“I walked him the long way.”

“I did hose play.”
“I stayed up late with him.”
Luke follows the conversation 

and awaits the verdict. “Aren’t I the 
cutest male Golden?” Luke’s cute-

ness, admittedly, has kept him out 
of trouble. I’ve watched him dig 
holes wide and deep in the yard. I 
can’t help but admire how produc-
tive he is. “Luke is as powerful as a 
motor! He dug that hole in 30 sec-
onds flat! He’s a natural landscaper, 
I swear.” My husband, visibly 
worn-down by Luke’s hobby, covers 
the hole like a gravedigger. “Daddy 
is so good at yard work.” He smiles 
down at his work. “We’re such a 
good team.” 

Luke, though needing assis-
tance at times, surprises us as well. 
Sometimes he handles boredom 
like a champ.  He noses through 
his toy box, pulls a toy out, and lays 
down to chew. His independence 
warms our hearts, though in a bit-

tersweet kind of way. 
“Look at Luke! He’s self-soothing 

with that smelly, old bat!” We 
watch him play by himself, his 
paws stretched at eleven, a crinkly 
bat (a first toy) between his paws. 
“No one wants him! This is so sad. 
He doesn’t ask for much, and we’re 
all too busy.” 

Oblivious, he nibbles at the bat’s 
broken wing. He’s moved on. Dogs 
do not dwell on problems. Some-
times (the irony) we lie beside him 
while he chews and crowd him. 
Independence may be the goal, but 
we can’t bear to watch him grow 

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the fresh air!
Blossom with friends & family on guided walks, hikes, pedals, 
paddles, runs, events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

LUKE
continued from page 20

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

Pricing your house right still matters today
While this isn’t the frenzied 

market we saw like the 
past few, homes that are 

priced right are still selling quickly 
and seeing multiple offers right 
now. That’s because the number 
of homes for sale is still so low. 
In June, 76% of homes sold, saw 
an average of 3.5 offers. Source – 

National 
Asso-
ciation of 
Realtors

To set 
yourself 
up to see 
advan-
tages like 
these, you 
need to 
rely on 
a REAL-
TOR or 

real estate agent. Only an agent has 
the expertise needed to find the 
right asking price for your house. 
Here’s what’s at stake if that price 
isn’t accurate for today’s market 
value.

The price you set for your house 
sends a message to potential buy-

ers. Price it too low and you might 
raise questions about your home’s 
condition or lead buyers to 
assume something is 
wrong with it. Not 
to mention, if 
you under-
value your 
house, you 
could leave 
money on 
the table, 
which 
decreases 
your future 
buying 
power.

On the other 
hand, price it too 
high and you run 
the risk of deterring 
buyers from ever touring it in 
the first place. When that happens, 
you may have to do a price drop 
to try to re-ignite interest in your 
house when it sits on the market 
for a while. But be aware that a 
price drop can be seen as a red flag 
for some buyers who will wonder 
why the price was reduced and 
what that means about the home.

It can be thought of this way; 
your house’s market debut is your 

first chance to attract 
a buyer and it’s 

important to 
get the pric-

ing right. 
If your 
home 
is 
over-
priced, 
you 
run 
the 

risk of 
buyers 

not seeing 
the listing 

. . . But price 
your house too 

low and you could end 
up leaving some serious money 
on the table. A bargain-basement 
price could also turn some buyers 
away, as they may wonder if there 
are any underlying problems with 
the house.

Think of pricing your home as a 
target. Your goal is to aim directly 
for the center – not too high, not 

too low, but right at market value. 
Pricing your house fairly based on 
market conditions increases the 
chance you’ll have more buyers 
who are interested in purchasing 
it. That makes it more likely you’ll 
see multiple offers too. Plus, when 
homes are priced right, they still 
tend to sell quickly.

Lean on a professional’s exper-
tise to price your house right. So 
why is an agent essential in finding 
the right price? Your local agent 
has the skill, tools and the insight 
necessary to find the market value 
of your home. They’ll use their 
expertise to determine a realistic 

listing price by assessing:
The prices of recently sold 

homes
The current market conditions
The size and condition of your 

house
The location of your house
Pricing your house at market 

value is critical, so don’t rely on 
guesswork. Work with a trusted 
REALTORs like The Marzeotti 
Group or another professional to 
make sure your house is priced 
right for today’s market.

43 East Main Street
Webster, MA 01570
Office: 508.943.4333
Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611
Web: hope2own.com
Email: lsullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

43 East Main St., Webster
Office: 508.943.4333

Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611

Web: hope2own.com
Email: lsullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan
REALTOR

Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

up too fast.  “What a good choice, 
Luke!” He looks up at me. “I’m a 
purebred good boy.” Then he licks 
me on the lips.  

*   *   *

“Has Luke gone for a walk?” My 
son faces me with deep concern 

while I prepare to leave the house. 
Keys in hand, I ponder the inter-
rogation. Ben has been to Italy, 
the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Aruba, 
Iceland and soon to be Nashville 
in a span of years that have had me 
rolling lint brushes across black 
clothing. “I’ve walked nearly as 
many dogs as your age,” I think to 
myself. “Good idea, Ben,” comes 
out instead. “Let’s try and make 
a walk happen.” My son’s inten-
tions are good. Like me, he worries 
about our pup. We may not be a 

perfect dog family, but one thing 
is for sure when it comes to living 
with Luke. We love this dog—a 
once bashful pup nestled beside 
his brother, the darker of his lit-
termates. We love Luke Valentino, 
and we understand his right to 
play. 

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com 

Find Luke Valentino on Insta-
gram @livingwithlukevalentino

Reserve your space today by contacting  
Bill Cronan at 774-289-5564 or by email at bcronan@theyankeexpress.com

Reach up to 172,0000 local readers focused on enhancing their indoor & outdoor 
living spaces when you advertise in our Fall Home Improvement Guide. 

COMING IN OCTOBER

ZONE 1 - REACH 73,149
Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, 

Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury, Northbridge, Oxford, 
Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Webster

FR  PRESSlocaltownpages

ZONE 2 - REACH 96,651
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston,  
Medway, Milford, Millis, Natick, Norfolk,  

Norwood and  Wrentham
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/18/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate 
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Dennis Antonopoulos 
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St 
Auburn, MA 01501-1303 
508-832-5385

3-month 5.10
6-month 5.15
9-month 5.25

GET NOTICED!
Contact Diane at 774-364-0296 or by email at

dgalipeau@theyankeexpress.com 
to learn how you can reach 172,0000 households 

and businesses each month!

381 Main Street
Oxford, MA 01540
508-731-0700

1stchoiceautomotives.com
choiceautomotives@gmail.com

10% off 
All Services

ForMilitary Members

Oil Special Oil Special 
$60 for Synthetic 

Oil & Filter 
(up to 5 quarts) 
*additional cost for more

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction
• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins • lawn Care

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs • MulCh

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Snowblower & Generator Repair

 Tractor Service • Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  

Own a business? Consider these 
retirement plans
If you own a small business 

or are self-employed, you’ve 
always got plenty to do, but 

you can’t forget about the days 
when you’ll be less busy — that 
is, when you’re retired. How can 

you prepare 
for that time 
of your life?

One 
key step is 
establishing 
a retirement 
plan for your 
business or 
yourself. 
And thanks 
to the 2022 

SECURE 2.0 Act, you can now 
receive tax credits for open-
ing and administering a 401(k), 
SEP-IRA or SIMPLE IRA. These 
aren’t the only plans available for 
small businesses or sole propri-

etors, but they are among the 
most popular. Let’s look at each 
of them:

• 401(k) – A 401(k) offers 
several key benefits: First, any 
earnings growth is tax deferred, 
and your contributions can be tax 
deductible. (Taxes are due upon 
withdrawal, and withdrawals 
prior to age 59½ may be subject 
to a 10% penalty.)

If you choose a Roth 401(k), 
your contributions aren’t deduct-
ible, but your earnings and with-
drawals will be tax free, provided 
you meet certain conditions. 
And a 401(k) offers a variety of 
investment options. If you have 
workers, you’ll need to consider 
whether to offer matching contri-
butions, which are tax deductible 
to you, up to the limit of 25% of 
compensation paid to eligible 
employees.

But even if you’re self-
employed, with no employees 
other than your spouse, you can 
establish what’s known as a “solo” 
or “owner-only” 401(k). In 2023, 
you can put in up to $22,500 as 
an employee, plus a catch-up 
contribution of $7,500 if you’re 
50 or older, for a total of $30,000. 
Plus, you can contribute an ad-
ditional 25% of earned income as 
an employer, up to an overall em-
ployee and employer maximum 
of $66,000 (or $73,500 if you’re 
50 or older).

• SEP-IRA – An SEP-IRA may 
be attractive to you if you’re 
self-employed or if you own a 
business but have few or no em-
ployees. That’s because you must 
contribute an equal percentage of 
your own compensation to every 
eligible employee. In 2023, you 
can contribute up to $66,000 or 

25% of your income, whichever 
is less.

• SIMPLE IRA – A SIMPLE 
IRA is easy to establish and 
administer. As with an SEP-IRA, 
earnings in a SIMPLE IRA can 
grow on a tax-deferred basis. If 
you have employees, they aren’t 
required to contribute to this 
plan — but you are. You must 
match up to 3% of employees’ 
contributions or provide 2% of 
their annual salaries, although 
you do have some flexibility. If 
your business goes through a 
rough patch, you can temporarily 
decrease SIMPLE IRA contribu-
tions to 1% for up to two years 
out of the previous five. Your 
contributions to your employees’ 
accounts are tax deductible, but 
in in terms of building resources 
for your own retirement, a 
SIMPLE IRA may be less appeal-
ing because of its contribution 
limits, which are relatively low 
compared to a 401(k) or SEP 
IRA. In 2023, you can put in up 
to $15,500, or $19,000 if you’re 50 
or older.

You should consult with your 
tax advisor to determine which 
retirement plan is right for you. 
Your financial advisor can also 
help you explore your options. 
And the sooner you put a plan to 
work, the better.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert Street, 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.  Edward Jones 
Member SIP
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

FOR SALE – Due to a life changing event
2020 Cardinal Luxury 5th wheel – model M3456 RXL, asking 

55k, 3 slide, 2 a/c, 2 awnings, residential refrigerator, 2 
batteries, 1200w inverter, king master bed, king sleep sofa, 
electric fireplace, 6 point hydraulic leveling, W/D hookups, 

contact me for pictures / questions 774-200-9224

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 

motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

U-KNIGHTED
AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge
508-526-3169

Custom Exhaust ExpertsCustom Exhaust Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

“We perform all your car care needs”“We perform all your car care needs”

Driving car after a recall and manufacturer 
gives a loaner
Q. My Lincoln has been re-

called. I have been advised 
to unhook the battery and 

not drive the car. I have been given 
a loaner vehicle until the parts 
come in. If I drive my recalled car 
after receiving the loaner, and the 
car catches fire, will I be covered?

A. I’m 
not a 
lawyer, 

but it is un-
usual that the 
manufacturer 
is loaning you 
a car—some-
thing they are 
not required 
to do. It seems 
based on that 

alone your car may be more prone 
to fire than others. Will the recall 
still cover damage to the car if you 
continue to drive it, even though 
you were advised to not drive it, I 
would say yes. Should you drive it 
after you have been advised to dis-
connect the battery and not drive 
it, common sense say no. Why 
put yourself in a dangerous and 
potentially deadly situation when 
you don’t need to.

Q. I am currently leasing a 
2022 Honda HRV. Recently, 
I received an email from 

the service department stating that 
I was due for a 12,000-mile service. 
I went down to Honda and asked 
what was in the service. I was given 
a written estimate for the follow-
ing: oil change 69.99, tire rotation 
39.99, wiper inserts 54.99, air/cabin 
filter 169.99, alignment 179.99, 
rear differential flush 229.99. Over 
$700 for a car that is a little over a 
year old. What are your thoughts, 
especially on the differential flush. 
When I previously leased the same 
car, Honda made it sound like if I 
didn’t get the flush, it would cause 
a major problem at some point. 
When I had that done it was not at 
the low milage that I’m at now

A. Honda doesn’t have a 
service recommendation 
based on mileage, but rath-

er uses an electronic maintenance 
reminder built into the vehicle that 

lets you know what services need 
to be performed. The dealer can 
make their own recommendations, 
but those items are not necessary 
to maintain the warranty. Typi-
cally, at a year old an oil change, 
maybe wiper blades if they streak 
or chatter and a tire rotation are 
needed. Depending on where you 
drive, the engine and cabin 
filters can last three 
years, less in high 
dust or pollen 
situations. 
Differential 
flush-really a 
fluid change 
will come up 
but closer to 
60,000 miles 
but some-
times as low 
as 30,000, 
look for the 
maintenance 
reminder 
and let it 
guide you.  
There was a 
time when 
Alldata 
(one of the 
technical da-
tabases I use) 
had a mile-
age equiva-
lent for 
the service 
reminder, 
but even now 
just reference 
the onboard 
maintenance 
reminder. 

Q. This concerns the key 
fobs and a 2022 Kia EV6 
Wind AWD. Both of my 

key fobs stopped working on 
Monday this week, which seemed 
strange since I’ve only had the 
car since October. (I am able to 
unlock/lock the car with the Kia 
iPhone app and can start the car by 
pressing the car’s Start key with a 
fob.) I replaced the button cells in 
both fobs and am still having the 
same problem, though now it is in-
termittent with both fobs through-
out the day (at any time either both 

work, or both don’t work) I tried 
getting a service appointment but 
won’t see them for quite a while. 
I’ve called Kia Care and they could 
not help. Any thoughts? 

A. From your description is 
does sound like the key-
fobs are faulty but is it very 

odd they both failed on the same 
day. The key-fobs use 

a short-range radio 
signal, and a strong 

battery is required. 
Since you replaced 
the batteries and 
that helped a bit, 
I would test the 
new button cell 

batteries, they 
could have been 
old stock. The 
phone app uses 
the vehicle’s IP ad-
dress rather than a 
radio signal, which 
is why it still 
works. If every-
thing else looks 
okay, I suspect for 
whatever reason 
the front antenna 
has failed. It is 
located behind 
the front bumper 
cover. My only 
other thoughts 
are that a license 
plate mounted 
toll transponder 
could be interfering 

with the signal or 
the vehicle’s 12-volt 

battery is weak.  At 
this point, since neither 

Kia Care nor I were very 
helpful, you will need to wait for 

your appointment with the dealer 
and have them scan the various 
modules to see what is going on.

Q. My three-year-old Toyota 
Highlander has 28,000 
miles and is still under war-

ranty. The rear brakes were all rust-
ed, and the dealer said the rotors 
need to be changed (not covered 
under manufacturer’s warranty). I 
believe this is unusual since I drive 
this car just like I drove my previ-
ous vehicle. What can I do?

A. You didn’t mention if the 
rust is causing a problem. 
It is not unusual for brake 

rotors to rust even just after sitting 
overnight. Generally driving the 
vehicle is enough to have the brake 
pads clean the rust off the rotors. 
As an example, my wife’s car may 
sit all weekend and the rotors are 
brown with rust. After a short drive 
the rotors clean up and everything 
is fine. If there is a problem with 

the rear brake calipers sticking 
this may also be contributing to 
the rusting rotors. If the rotors are 
deeply pitted, then the only answer 
is to replace the rotors and at the 
same time inspect all aspects of the 
brake system.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s 
Car Doctor. He has over forty 
years’ experience and is an ASE-
certified master technician. He 
will answer readers’ questions 
each week. Email your questions 
to jpaul@aaanortheast.com. Fol-
low John on Twitter @johnfpaul 
and friend him on Facebook at 
mrjohnfpaul.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

Choose Morrissette & Son 
as your installer, and receive:

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & 
Compressor Warranty for 12-years 

(from standard 5 years parts/
7 years compressor)

-Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan
- Rebates through MassSave, 

with processing on your behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available

-Highly trained technicians with 
Installation & Service 

-Maintenance Contracts Available

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

SCRAP METALSCRAP METAL
FREEFREE
DROP-OFF!DROP-OFF!

ACCEPTING ALL METALS!

Washing Machines • Dryers
Water Heaters • Dishwashers

• Air Conditioners •
Cars & car parts - NO tires

Phone Equipment •Much More!NO CHARGE NO CHARGE 
FOR DROP-OFF!FOR DROP-OFF!

204 Main Street  204 Main Street  
Oxford, MAOxford, MA

508-987-0022508-987-0022
FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.


