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All Their Hard Work 
Goes Up in Smoke
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Rancho Cordova 
4th of July Parade
July 4 at 10 a.m. - Coloma Rd.

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA (MPG) - 
Lather on some sunscreen, dust 
off the lawn chair and head over 
to Coloma Road - it's time for the 
Rancho Cordova Fourth of July 
Parade! Rancho Cordova's Parade 
is famous for its hometown fla-
vor. So don't be surprised if you see 
your next door neighbor decked out 
in a wacky Uncle Sam get-up for 
the trip down Coloma.

Parade Route & Logistics: 
Beginning on Coloma Road at 
Cordova Lane, the parade proceeds 
west to Chase Drive and left on 
Rinda Drive. Parents should plan 
to pick up their children at Cordova 
Gardens Elementary School fol-
lowing the parade. The parade will 
not enter Hagan Park. Total dis-
tance is about 1.5 miles - bring 
water!

A judge's reviewing stand 
will be set up near Casa Coloma 
Convalescent Home. There, 
parade-watchers will be able to 
catch the quick presentations some 
participants provide.

No community event reflects 
the “Spirit of Rancho Cordova” 
like the Fourth of July. It is an all-
volunteer effort that, like our city, 
evolves with each passing year, 
growing and improving upon itself. 
It has become the signature event 
of our community and the largest 
Fourth of July event in the region.

Rancho Cordova Fourth of July 
is a two-day festival celebrating the 
local community and our American 
heritage. It is the signature event 
for the community.

Visit RanchoCordovaJuly4th.
com or CordovaCouncil.org for 
more information.

Wednesday, July 4
Noon – 11 pm

Carnival
Thrill rides, games & food
Food Court
Craft, Info & Exhibit Booths
Beer Garden
FREE Party Bike and Pedicabs * 
Tips Appreciated!
Noon – 6 pm
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 
($15 Blind Draw)

Noon – 8 pm
Kids Zone!

FREE Games, activities…fun! 
Bungee Trampoline
Waterballerz
Zipline Adventure
3 pm * 5 pm * 7 pm * 8 pm
FREE Aerial Assault Extreme 
Trampoline Show
4 pm * 5 pm * 6 pm * 7 pm 
FREE Street Drum Corps

4 – 8 pm
FREE Crocker Museum Art Ark
Live Steamers Railroad
Concert Stage
7:30 pm - Parade Winners 
Announcements
7:45 pm- Enlistment Ceremony
8:15 pm - UPTOWN FUNK *** 
Bruno Mars Tribute
9:45 pm - FIREWORKS 
SPECTACULAR!

Source: Rancho Cordova July 4th H
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NEW VOTE SYSTEM
CHALLENGES & 
OPPORTUNITIES

SPECIAL AIRSHOW 
TICKET BUNDLE FOR 
3-DAY EXPERIENCE

CRPD Board Member Elected to 
Sacramento County Oversight Board

By Alyssa Rasmussen, CRPD

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA (MPG) - Current Cordova 
Recreation and Park District’s (CRPD) Board 
Member Terri Leimbach has earned another hat. 
Nominated in March by the Board of Directors 
for the Sacramento County Consolidated 
Redevelopment Agency Oversight Board 
(RDAOB), Leimbach was elected by County 
Independent Special Districts to be their repre-
sentative on the oversight board.

The selection process for the Independent 
Special Districts’ representative opened in 
late April. Leimbach ran against two candi-
dates. With her election, Leimbach joins the 
RDAOB at an interesting historical moment. 
At the beginning of July, over 400 oversight 
boards across the state will be consolidated 
into one oversight board per county.

In the last 15 years alone, Leimbach has 
brought her dedication to smart money 
management and her passion for civic 
engagement to many venues. Leimbach 
has served as a treasurer for a local church, 

worked as Superintendent of Administration 
for the Fulton-El Camino Recreation and 
Park District, served as an elected member 
of the Board of Directors for the California 
Association of Parks and Recreation 
Indemnity (CAPRI), volunteers as a tax pre-
parer for AARP, serves as an elected member 
for the Cordova Recreation and Park District, 
and has been appointed to the District’s 
Budget and Finance Standing committee for 
several terms.  

Leimbach accepts this new responsibility 
with alacrity, stating, “I am thrilled to be elected 
to the RDAOB board. Special Districts around 
the State will now be represented as the pro-
cess for the dissolution of the Redevelopment 
Agencies moves forward. All local agencies 
are entitled to a share of the tax dollars that are 
freed up by that process, and we, as special dis-
tricts, need to be represented to make sure we 
get our fair share of those taxes.”

At Cordova Recreation and Park District, 
we champion Leimbach’s work and recog-
nition. H

CRPD Board Member Terri Leimbach was elected 
by County Independent Special Districts to be 
their representative on the oversight board. 
Photo courtesy CRPD

Story and photos 
by Rich Peters, MPG Editor

LAKE NATOMA, CA (MPG) - A bus 
full of Cordova High School stu-
dents took a trip to the Nimbus 
Flat Recreation Area this week 
to take part in an important dem-
onstration of water safety as we 
head into the summer months.

Hosted by California State 
Parks Peace Officers, Rangers 
and Lifeguards, and facil-
itated by California State 

Parks Division of Boating and 
Waterways, Metro Fire and 
the Sacramento State Aquatic 
Center, the students were both 
educated and entertained dur-
ing a nice, sunny day out of the 
classroom.

This team of public servants 
taught drowning prevention 
techniques, familiarized stu-
dents with local public safety 
agencies and educated them 
about the high-quality out-
door recreational opportunities 

available at 
State Parks.

“It’s 
important to 
teach them 
how to be 
safe on the water,” said Paris 
Shaw of the Division of Boating 
and Waterways.

Each student who attended 
received their very own life-
jacket to keep and hopefully use 
this summer and beyond with 
the good intention that they will 

pass their knowledge of water 
safety onto others.

Drowning is the third lead-
ing cause of unintentional injury 
death worldwide and the second 
leading cause among children 
ages one to 14, accounting for 

California State Parks Offers 
Emergency Response Training

Local Students Attend Training Event at Lake Natoma

Surrounded by Lifeguards and Cordova High students, (L-R) Chris Dargan of Metro Fire and 
State Park Peace Officer Josh Neff explained the importance of water safety.

Continued on page 3

Stingrays Six 
Simple Sayings
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Get Your Star On!
at Smog ‘N Go

Help grant wishes of local

children with life-threatening

medical conditions. Come into

Smog ‘n Go and purchase a Make-A-Wish 

star for your car - $2. All proceeds go

to your local Make-A-Wish chapter!

WE SMOG:
•CARS •TRUCKS •RV’S •BOATSIn & Out in a Hurry!

$10 OFF
SMOG CHECK! Not valid with

any other coupons.
This coupon is good 
only at Fair Oaks and
Sunrise Blvd. location.
10000 Fair Oaks Blvd, Fair Oaks, CA 95628916.760.4200

www.SmogNGo.com
•Air Conditioned  •Free Wifi
•Free Retests if Needed (within 90 days)
•Clean Waiting Areas & Restroom

“Over One
Million

Vehicles
Smogged!”

Now 6 Locations!

10000 Fair Oaks Blvd, Fair Oaks, CA 95628
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Get Your Star On!
Get Your Star On!

at Smog ‘N Goat Smog ‘N Go
Help grant wishes of local

children with life-threatening

medical conditions. Come into

Smog ‘n Go and purchase a Make-A-Wish 

star for your car - $2. All proceeds go

to your local Make-A-Wish chapter!

•Free Retests if Needed (within 90 days)•Free Retests if Needed (within 90 days) Now 6 Locations!

Emissions Testing

Celebrate Life’s Journey!

� Supported Independence that adapts to your needs
� Private apartments with utilities, Direct TV, Wi-Fi,  

housekeeping, linen service
� Anytime Dining, Bistro Snacks
� Indoor/Outdoor lounges, pet friendly, Sports Bar,  

specialty gardens, beauty salon, massage therapy
� Professionally staffed 24 hours a day
� Scheduled transportation
� Card Groups, garden club, art classes, exercise 

classes, daily activities
� Diabetic and Respite Care
� Family Owned Independent, Assisted and Memory 

Care Community

www.summersetseniorliving.com
2341 Vehicle Dr., Gold River/Rancho Cordova

(916)330-1300

Lic # 347005361

Rancho Cordova (916) 330-1300

Call to hear about our Holiday Special 
 
 

Ask about our 
FREE Virtual Dementia Tour ®

Just a few
advantages
of living at
Summerset:
• All-day restaurant style dining
• Special meal plans for
  gluten-free, vegetarian,
  diabetic & low-sodium diets
• Independent, Assisted, and Memory Care
• Professionally sta� ed 24 hours a day
• Shared accommodations available
   to reduce cost
• Small pets welcome
• Exercise studio, massage therapist
  by appointment,  Hair Salon, 50’s Diner,
  Sports Bar, Daily activities

Life Time
Rent Freeze!

2341 Vehicle Dr., Gold River/Rancho Cordova
www.summersetseniorliving.com

RCFE Lic#347005361

Limited
Time Offer!

This Special 
Offer good 

only through 
July,2018

916.400.3831Call to Join Us For a 
FREE Lunch With Tour

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- Sheriff Scott Jones has been 
re-elected Sacramento County 
Sheriff, finishing with over 
51.5% of the vote, easily outdis-
tancing three other candidates by 
almost 30 points, and finishing 
over 75,000 votes ahead of his 
nearest competitor. 

“I’m honored by the sup-
port from Sacramento County,” 
stated Jones. “The campaign is 
over. Now it is time to get back 
to work.”

“It sounds cliché, but I really am 
deeply honored and humbled by 
the support and encouragement I 
have received,” said Jones.  “There 
have been so many people doing 
so many things - from our extraor-
dinary Deputies making me look 
good every day; to campaign staff, 

donors, volunteers and community 
leaders working hard over the past 
four months to win this thing early.  
It really is humbling.”

“The best campaign strategy 
ever is having a candidate who is 

already doing a great job for the 
office for which they are running,” 
said Jones’ consultant Tab Berg.

“Winning in a crowded field is 
difficult, especially when special 
interests are spending hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on neg-
ative attacks,” said Berg. “But 
voters overwhelmingly rejected 
their cynical tactics and partisan 
message - largely because Scott 
Jones has done an extraordinary 
job as Sheriff.”

F o r m e r  S h e r i f f  J o h n 
McGinness concurred, “Scott 
is one of the best to ever serve 
as Sacramento Sheriff.  I see it. 
Leaders throughout the county 
see it. Voters clearly see it.  
Sacramento is better and safer 
with Scott Jones as Sheriff.

Source: Tab Communications H

Scott Jones Re-elected as Sacramento County Sheriff

Sheriff Scott Jones

By Sergeant Shaun 
Hampton, Sheriff’s 
Spokesman

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- The Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Canine Association was selected by 
Senator Ted Gaines as a California 
Non-Profit of the Year and was 
recently recognized at the State 
Capital during the third annual 
California Non-Profits Day.

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Department’s Canine Association 
officially became recognized as 
a non-profit association in 2005.  
The association was initially estab-
lished by members of the Sheriff’s 
Department Canine Detail who saw 
a need for financial assistance to aid 
the retired canines after they had 
served our community.

These fantastic animals are often 
asked to do extremely hazardous 
work and can be credited for sav-
ing lives, apprehending criminals 
who have evaded capture, and also 
locating missing persons.  Some of 
them are also trained to locate fire-
arms, explosives, narcotics, and 
evidence.

Since  i t s  incept ion ,  the 
Sacramento Sheriff ’s Canine 
Association has supplemented 
the training and equipment of our 
active canine teams and enhanced 
the safety of our deputies and their 
canine partners.  The association 
has also been able to assist with 
veterinary bills after these dogs 
retire and fully cover the costs of 
all burial fees associated with each 

of our retired canines when they are 
laid to rest.

We share an incredible partner-
ship with the SSDK9 Association 
to ensure these canines are taken 
care of during and after their ser-
vice to the community.  To learn 
more about the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Canine Association, please 
visit their website at www.ssdk9.
com. H

Sheriff’s Canine Association 
Recognized as Non-Profit of the Year

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Canine Association was selected by 
Senator Ted Gaines as a California Non-Profit of the Year. Photo courtesy 
Sacramento County Sheriff

Stingrays Six Simple Sayings

By Jan Float

GOLD RIVER, CA (MPG) - Presenting 
to you this year’s Gold River 
Swim Team … (Smiles Courtesy 
of Six Simple Sayings!) Elitist ath-
letes, looking back at their wonder 
years, likewise break into massive 
grins, such is the inspiring warmth 
of the Six Sayings upon which 
Stingrays’ Spirit is built.

So what are these indelible 
words of wisdom? Pre-race par-
ents: “Have fun. Swim fast. I 
love you.” Flip-turned post-race 
parents: “Did you have fun? You 
swam fast. I love you!” Who 
wouldn’t be motivated to give 
it 110% every time they dive in 
and jump out? These six sen-
tences, repeated a million times, 
predicate a love of sports -- and, 
for that matter, any performance. 
A little praise goes a long way.

The Stingrays have had plenty 
to smile about this year. When 
you swim fast, you’ve done your 
best -- and Gold River’s per-
sonal-bests are off the chain. 
On June 1, an intrasquad meet 
and family BBQ, right in their 
own backyard, presented greater 
opportunity for parents, coaches 
and supporters to sing the 
six sayings. The results? You 
guessed it. Fast racing!

One of the Stingrays’ cheer-
leading families is the Joneses 
(dad Tom, mom Karen, Lauren 
and Morgan). You may recog-
nize the name, (Photos by Tom 
Jones). As the team’s photogra-
pher, Tom’s pictures have graced 
these articles for seven months. 
Enthusiastic and ebullient, Tom 

and Karen “practice what they 
preach,” the Stingrays six say-
ings and their daughters are 
improving at a rapid race pace.

The Johnson Ranch Barracudas 
came calling on June 9. This 
dual meet was exceptional, in 
that the personal-best stats were 
astounding. Let’s face it, stats 
are snoozers, but hang in there 
for these. The Barracudas were 
270+/- participants strong vs. the 
Stingrays 124. From Gold River’s 
small-but-mighty, 108 kicked 
personal-best times, 78 drowned 
more than full seconds and 71% 
churned out bests in every event. 
Powerhouse performances!

In the June 16 meet, over 
on the Elk Grove Piranhas’ 
home turf, they encountered a 
far deeper team, 350+/- vs. 90 
Stingrays. What are you doing to 
do when the numbers are stacked 
against you? Have fun, do your 
best, and love it! And that they 
did; Stingrays’ cheerfulness and 

dropped times abounded.
From an overall roster of 

250+/-, next up is the Rio 
Del Oro Rapids. Despite the 
Stingrays’ small headcount, when 
the going gets tough, the tough 
get going. And the Six Sayings 
bolster it all. To round out the 
month, Gold River is hosting Del 
Norte’s Dolphins… fewer ath-
letes, less formidable, and more 
to report on next month.

As for the Team Functions, talk 
about having fun and loving it! 
The River Cats and their annual 
nod to regional swim teams was 
a blast, as was the club’s invita-
tional to the Dive-In Movie -- not 
to be confused with the upcom-
ing Drive-In movie. Think water 
vs. dryland. One more dual meet 
with Glen Oaks and then straight 
into Championships at UOP. 
Time flies when you’re having 
fun in the sun, swimming faster 
and faster, and loving every min-
ute of it! H

One of the Stingrays’ cheerleading families is the Joneses (dad Tom, mom 
Karen, Lauren and Morgan). Photo courtesy Tom Jones

The Stingrays have had plenty to smile about this year. When you swim fast, you’ve done your best -- and Gold 
River’s personal-bests are off the chain. Photo by Tom Jones



JULY 2018 GOLD RIVER MESSENGER • 3

* Current versus same month five years ago.

MARK SOLICH
#1 Sales 

Professional

916.346.8422   
msolich@golyon.com
www.MarkSolich.com CalBRE Lic. #01110953

MARK SOLICH
#1 Sales Professional

Exquisite remodel to perfection. Chef’s dream kitchen, gas cooktop.

Spacious kitchen with beautiful granite countertops, can lighting.

Complete Remodel to Perfection
Promontory Point Village

Delightful & Immaculate
Powell Home in Prestigious Argonaut Village

“We used Mark because of his extensive knowledge of Gold 
River.” “Mark listens to your needs.” “Mark is a top notch 
professional.”  “A pleasure to do business with.”  “An obvious 
leader in his field.” “I will always use Mark as my agent.” 
“Mark’s follow up, negotiations and attention to every detail are 
unparalleled. Mark does what he says he will do which creates a 
very pleasant and stress-less experience.” “Mark is the best in 
the business.” 

Free Home Value Analysis
Keep This Ad

What Mark’s Clients are Saying About Him

Let Mark Help You with all Your Real Estate Needs

SO
LD

SO
LD

Gold River Homeowners, It’s a 
Great Time to Sell. Home Prices  
are Up 55% & Inventory Levels  
are Down*. Take Advantage of  

Our Seller’s Market &  
Capitalize on Your Profits.

Gold River Specialist &  
Gold River Resident 23 Years

© 05/2018 First U.S. Community Credit Union

2150 Watt Avenue in Sacramento
firstus.org    |    (800) 556-6768

Big enough to serve, small enough to care.

Annual Percentage Rate (APR) and offer is effective 06/30/18 and subject to change without notice. APR is variable and based on Prime 
Rate as published in The Wall Street Journal (currently 4.75%). After introductory rate period, minimum APR 3.99%; maximum APR 15%. 
$499 opening fee for 2nd trust deeds or $799 for 1st trust deeds (waived if $5,000 initial advance is taken and account remains open for 
3 years), plus recording fees. Certain restrictions apply. Appraisal fee may be required. Owner-occupied, CA properties only. $200,000 
maximum loan amount. Not available for purchases as a first mortgage. Payment example; 3 monthly payments of $5.54 for each $1,000 
borrowed during intro period, then 237 monthly payments of approximately $6.04 for each $1,000 borrowed. Consult your tax advisor 
about deductibility.

Find One of the
Lowest Payment

Equity Lines Around

Trust First U.S. to offer one of the lowest payment and best value 
Home Equity Lines of Credit available. With a HELOC, you can borrow 
money against the value of your home and use it for anything you 
need, whenever you need it.

• Save with a 2.99% APR for 3 months, then rates as low as Prime + 0% 

• With certain home improvements, the interest may still be tax 
deductible*

• Save even more with NO Application Fees and NO Annual Fees

• With the flexibility of our generous 20-year Draw Period, you can keep 
your payments low and access your line when you need it

Talk with one of our Real Estate consultants today.

Students learned how to safely paddle out among other important water safety skills (top photo). Lifeguards 
were in abundant force to oversee the entirety of the day’s demonstrations (photo below).

7% of all injury-related deaths, 
according to the World Health 
Organization. There are an esti-
mated 360,000 annual drowning 
deaths worldwide. 

Beyond teaching the stu-
dents, each agency was able to 
learn from the demonstration 
as well as they all bonded and 
familiarized themselves with 
working together, preparing for 
the upcoming months.

Chris Dargan of Metro Fire 
was excited to be a part of the 
day. “This is our first year. Metro 
Fire was invited to participate 
and in addition to showing off 
the importance of water safety it 
allows inner agencies to practice 
working together.”

Some of the activities and 
visuals on display for the stu-
dents were: 
• Mock Rescue involving a 

distressed and overturned 
kayaker.

• Life Jacket Station – Each stu-
dent learned about the proper 
fitting and laws of life jack-
ets and received a new jacked 
courtesy of the Division of 
Boating and Waterways.

• Self-Rescue and Rescue Station 
– Students learned how to 
reach a paddle or pole, throw 
a rope, row or paddleboard to 
the victim and swim out.

• Basic Heat and Cold Related 

Emergency Response Station 
– Students learned how to 
identify, treat and respond to 
emergency situations.

• Sacramento State Aquatic 
Center Inflatable Slide – 
Students were able to climb 
and slide off of a 20 foot slide 
into the water and/or use a 
hydrobike.
For more information visit 

www.dbw.parks.ca.gov. H

Continued from page 1

California State Parks Offers 
Emergency Response Training

Local Students Attend Training Event at Lake Natoma
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LANDSCAPING

Business & Service Directory
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

S    
  L
    S

Superior Landscape Services
Landscaping and Maintenance

(916) 728-5812 • Cell (916) 761-0999
Dave Cochran Owner • dave_SLS@surewest.net

Insured 
Lic#794551

• Sprinkler Repair/Install • Pruning
• Mowing/Trimming • Fertilizing

DRUG AND ALCOHOL REHABILITATION

  LIVING
CSTL, Inc.

HELPING PEOPLE AND THE COMMUNITY WITH
THE ALCOHOL AND DRUG PROBLEM!

18 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
DETOX (916) 965-3386 SOBER LIVING (916) 961-2691

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

COMPUTER SERVICES

RV Sales

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home!  Set an appt today!  
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

Public Online Auctions - 
Seized cars on behalf of U.S. 
Customs & Border Protection, 
U.S. Treasury, U.S. Marshals 
Service. No deposits! No 
fees! www.appleauctioneer-
ingco.com; LIC. #TX16772, CA 
Bond #71125500 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 800-731-5042.     (Cal-SCAN)
-----------------------------------------------
Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate 
it to the Humane Society. Call 
1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)
-----------------------------------------------
WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration by 
hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-965-
9546. Email: porscherestora-
tion@yahoo.com.   (Cal-SCAN)
-----------------------------------------------

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels   $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-536-5233.    (Cal-SCAN)
-----------------------------------------------
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order 
Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa 
Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 
1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 1-844-
879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)   (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere! 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
The All-New Inogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-844-359-
3976. (Cal-SCAN)

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep it, 
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing 
Help Express 1- 844-
234-5606  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS 
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound, 
state of-the-art features & no 
audiologist needed.  Try it 
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 
1-877-736-1242  (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & 
Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 888-
989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL coverage for 
350 procedures. 1-855-472-0035 
or http://www.dental50plus.com/
canews Ad# 6118  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
SAVE on Medicare Supplement 
Insurance! Get a FAST and FREE 
Rate Quote from Medicare.com. 
No Cost! No Obligation! Compare 
Quotes from Major Insurance Cos. 
Operators Standing By. CALL 
1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmi l ls .com 
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N
 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Roach Tablets. 
Odorless, Effective, Long 
Lasting. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com (Cal-SCAN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 1-888-660-5086. (Cal-SCAN)

Guitar Lessons – Beginner to
Advanced. $10/half hour. $15/hour.
freddiebbalbert1@yahoo.com. 
530-263-6926       (MPG 12-31-18)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.
com Call 818 248-0000 
Broker-principal BRE 
01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted,local ex-
perts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 
1-800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN) 

Are you in BIG trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfi led 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-970-2032.  (Cal-SCAN) 

I do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. I will juice 
fruit and vegetable juices in your 
home. Have Juicer will Travel.
Health background. References. 
College grad. Tim, 916-
370-0858. (MPG 12-31-18) 

KC BUYS HOUSES - FAST - 
CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same 
day offer!  (951) 805-8661 
W W W . K C B U Y S H O U S E S .
COM (Cal-SCAN)
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DOG RESCUE
Gary  

(916) 334-2841
Please 

 Adopt or Foster
Because so many really  

great dogs are dying  
for a good home...
ShelterMOU

@hotmail.com

Health & Medical

Announcement

Tax Services

Handyman

Financial Services

Music Lessons

Tree Service

Senior Living

Cable/Satellite TV 

Work Wanted

Autos Wanted

DISCLAIMER
Be wary of out of area companies. 
Check with the local Better 
Business Bureau before you 
send any money for fees or 
services. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

NOTICE TO READERS
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 
State law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board.

Landscaping
Pet Sitting Service

Professional, Loving  
PET CARE

Established Reputation
Kennel Free Environment

Lots of TLC
Call Madeline  

(916) 723-1608

916-722-6321
VISA / MASTER CARD

Insured. Workman’s comp. Arborist

BPTreeServices.com

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING

FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

California Contractors Lic #1036031

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic.#817945   35 Years Experience
916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot, 
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Lic & Bonded - 29 Years Exp! 
Check out BillEadsRV.com
4409 Granite Dr. Rocklin,CA

Bill Eads RVs
Buy, Sell, Trade & Consign

Office 916-624-7600
Bill  916-878-0273

Great, Secure I-80
Freeway Location.

We Pay Top 
for clean RVs!

$$
Number 1 Consignment

Lot in Northern California
“Results.... not Promises”

Roofi ng

Insurance/Health

Fitness/Yoga

JOHN WILLIAMSON LAWN & 
YARD. Res/comm. Wkly services, 
cleanups, pruning, gutters. Riding 
mower prop. ok. 916-508-2158
BizLic 836256
Not serving Gold River/ Rancho

Lawn / Yard Care

Weight loss/ increase 
your energy. I will juice 
fruit and vegetable juic-
es in your home. Have 
Juicer will Travel.
Call Tim B. for details. 
916 370-0858 12-31-17

Pets/Animals

Electrical

Driveways - patios - walk-
ways. All types finishes. 
Steve Wiezorek. 530-
300-2766. Lic# 797744

CONCRETE WORK

Bathroom or Kitchen 
Remodeling ?

Wanted- Real Estate

Auctions

(916)768-8767

• Weight Loss • Injury Recovery 
• Senior Fitness • Yoga • Pilates

Your Fitness Genie

Be Active, Call Today!
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

17 Years of 
Experience

4th of July Jumpstart, 3 Sessions for $99

• Affordable Group Training

FREE Fitness 
Goal Planner

Allow Your 
Fitness Goals 
to Come True!

Living Elements Landscape                    
•Landscape design & installation
•All aspects of landscaping
•Hardscape and artifical turf
•Drought tolerant concepts
•Licensed and insured Lic #1013372

916-430-3777
Your Local Landscaping Pro’s

www.livingelements916.com
bilalb@livingelementssac.com

 (916) 613-8359 

Scott Lehman
Gutter Dog

A Quality 
Home 

Maintenance
Hauling
Demo
Gutters Cleaned
Yardwork
You Name It!

 (916)891-8788  

For All Your Residential 
Electrical Needs

License #690108

NOBLE
ELECTRIC

Electrical Needs

$99•00

  Electrical
 Check-Up

CALL NOW!!

WAIT! Before You Spend MORE 
to Get LESS Call (916) 798-8388 
License No. 998108 (MPG 6-8-18)

Need ASAP! Place for 84 yr 
old man to park & live in his 
40’ RV for 3 months. Pay up 
to 600/mo. 916-601-4622

WANTED - RV Space

Seeking white 1999-2004 4-Door 
Toyota Camry, Honda, or similiar 
auto. Good mech. cond. & ap-
pearance. Good AC. $1,800 to 
$2,400 cash. Tim 916 370-0858

WANTED - Auto

Bob’s  BASEBALL  Tours

Attend 8 MLB games in 12 days, including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & Wrigley Field  

Guided tour of New York City, free time  
at Football Hall of Fame in Canton, OH  

and Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY

Quality hotels, motor coach & game tickets  
July 24-August 4, 2018 

$2,500/person (based on double hotel room occupancy) 
Travelers begin tour by Newark-Liberty International Airport  

and fly home from Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport

16 years in business

Free brochure: 507.217.1326    bobsbaseballtours.com

Insurance/Health

Miscellaneous

Real Estate Loans

Honest, competent, experienced 
caregiver/companion available 
between the hours of 1 PM and 6 
PM up to 3 days a week, Saturday 
OK. My expertise was developed 
through training and experience. 
That requires modest compensa-
tion. My love, friendship, honesty 
and respect come from the heart 
and are free. Meals, light house-
keeping, errands, laundry, gro-
cery shopping, mental alertness 
exercises, etc. Contact Leslee 
McDermott at 818-545-3851. 
Resume/references provided.

Positions Wanted- Caregiver

Duplex for Sale. 5048 Con-
necticut Dr. Auburn/Madison. 
Turner R.E. 530 444-0336.

Duplex for Sale

Complete queen bed set. Very 
clean excellent cond. $225 
obo. 5 formal Asian designed 
elegant dining room chairs. 
$40 each obo. 916 988-7391.

FOR SALE

MiscellaneousAIR CONDITIONING 
REPAIR

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Not Contractors
CALL TODAY!!

916.287.5969

CAPITOL ONE AIR

HOUSES WANTED
Must Be Assumable Loan

Will Take Over Your Payments 
Houses Built Before 1985 Only

916.640.3153

Land For Sale
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCHES - $193 MONTH - Quiet 
very secluded 37 acre off  grid ranches. Many bordering 640 acres of 
uninhabited State Trust woodlands at cool clear 6,100’ elevation. No 
urban noise & dark sky nights amid pure air & AZ’s very best year-round 
climate. Blends of evergreen woodlands & grassy wild fl ower covered 
meadows with sweeping views across scenic wilderness mountains and 
valleys. Abundant clean groundwater at shallow depths, free well access, 
loam garden soil, maintained road access. Camping and RV use ok. 
Near historic pioneer town & fi shing / boating lake. From $22,500, $2,250 
down, $193 mo. with no qualifying seller fi nancing. Free brochure with 
photos, property descriptions, prices, terrain map, lake info, weather 
chart/area info: 1st United Realty 1-800-966-6690.   (Cal-SCAN)

Painting Services

916-967-0763

QUALITY A PAINT SERVICE

Over 20 years Experience       Testimonials Available       Bonded & Insured

State Lic. 646386

Especially on small kitchen cabinets
Ext & Int Paint on small homes & Mobiles

Ext Patio Furniture-A brand new look
We paint wrought iron gates

also, do power wash on drive ways etc.

Great 
Senior 

Discount!

 

Specialties Plus
• Machine Repairs  (all makes and models)

• FREE Cleaning  (with our cartridge)
• Toner Cartridge Re� lls  

specpluscopiers@gmail.com

Low Cost • High Volume • Quick Service

(916) 723-8430(916) 723-8430

Print Your Flyers With Us!

www.livingelements916.com
916-430-3777

• Landscape design & installation
• All aspects of landscaping
• Hardscape and artifi cal turf
• Drought tolerant concepts
• Licensed and insured Lic #1013372

Experience the power of curb appeal
Living Elements Landscape

 Warranty all work   Quality materials  Convenient    Reliable
bilalb@livingelementssac.com

Your Local Landscaping Pro’s

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
         Financial aid for qualified students. 

     Job placement assistance. 

877-205-4138

AIRLINE 
   CAREERS
START HERE

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 5

Crossword Puzzle on Page 5
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • THE 4TH OF JULY
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Battle ____, pl.
6. Baseball Giant and 
hall-of-famer
9. Strikebreaker
13. Give out
14. What’s old is new again, 
prefix
15. Money carrier
16. Floridian predator
17. Sin’s and cos’ partner
18. Don’t just stand there
19. *Salad ingredient at a 
barbecue
21. *One of thirteen in 1776
23. Knighthood designation
24. “____ your keep”
25. Aladdin, for short
28. “The Nutcracker” outfit
30. Soft-boiled egg holder
35. Mark for omission
37. Torso
39. Salpae, sing.
40. Like a devoted fan
41. Bear Down Under
43. Mongolian desert
44. Honey wine, pl.
46. Russian monarch
47. Shakespeare’s “at 
another time”
48. *____ Continental 
Congress
50. Research facil.
52. One of Bo Peep’s flock
53. Smidgen
55. Three strikes
57. *Celebratory events on 
the 4th
61. *”The Star-Spangled 
Banner”
64. *How you might find most 
drinks on the 4th
65. Have a cold, e.g.
67. Opposite of ecbatic
69. Step
70. ____ de Janeiro
71. Burnt ____
72. ____ in captivity
73. Canine command
74. Like yellow polka dot 

bikini

DOWN
1. Go low, as in jeans
2. Show appreciation
3. Choir voice
4. “____: The Saga of an American 
Family”
5. Gibraltar, e.g.
6. On top of
7. *Out-of-favor beverage?
8. Polynesian kingdom
9. Court petitioner
10. Rugged rock
11. Fungal spore sacs
12. Between Phi and Kappa
15. Fork tips
20. Lorry in America
22. Old-fashioned “before”
24. Europe/Asia portmanteau
25. *One of 3 Presidents to die on 
July 4th
26. “Drove my chevy to the ____”
27. Hipbone-related
29. Thomas the Engine’s warning
31. Lady née Stefani Joanne 
Angelina Germanotta
32. Star Wars attacker

33. Violinist’s stroke
34. *”Common Sense” author
36. Edible root of taro plant
38. Dashing style
42. Result of match play?
45. More than snide
49. Bambi’s mom
51. Interjection for disapproval
54. Plural of #46 Across
56. Recurring melody
57. Fancy-schmancy
58. Initial stake
59. Iranian money
60. Opposite of base
61. A bunch
62. River in Bohemia
63. Demeanor
66. *Mad King George’s number
68. “____, the Beloved Country”

For Solutions See Page 4

For Solutions See Page 4

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word file to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the Gold River Messenger  to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and events. It is 
understood that the opinions expressed on these pages are those of 
the authors and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of 
the publisher or our contributors.

The Gold River Messenger is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the Gold River 
Messenger are copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created 
and/or composed by the Gold River Messenger  is with the 
publishing company and written permission to reproduce the same 
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to Gold River Messenger, 7144 Fair 
Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. Subscription rate is $39 
per year within Gold River, $49 within Sacramento County. 
The Gold River Messenger 
is published montly. Call 916-773-1111 for 
more information.

MessengerGold River

Serving Gold River and Sacramento County

Gold River Messenger is 
a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

June 29th and 30th July 5th through the 15th July 20th through August 5th

2990 SUNRISE BLVD., RANCHO CORDOVA
(Between Sun Center Dr. & White Rock Rd.) 
OPEN MON-FRI 9:30AM-5:00PM / SAT 10AM-5PM / SUN 11AM-4:30PM 916-446-5500

WE  DO  LAMP & CHANDELIER
 * * * * * REPAIRS * * * * *

Serving Northern California For Over 60 Years

DISTRESSED ENGINEERED

HARDWOOD FLOORING

BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE 
A $20 CREDIT TOWARDS THE 

PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE!CAPITAL WHOLESALE

 ELECTRIC DOUBLE 
WALL OVEN WITH FRENCH 

& DROP DOWN DOORS

WE BEAT ANY ONLINE &
 LOCAL STORE PRICES BY 15% ON

LIGHTING, FLOORING & HARDWARE

WE BEAT ANY ONLINE &
LOCAL STORE PRICES BY 15% ON

LIGHTING, FLOORING & HARDWARE
BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE
A $20 CREDIT TOWARDS THE
PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE!

25 yr manu. warr.

3/8” Thick x 5” Wide
Many colors to
choose from

sq. ft.
$239

sq. ft.$659

DISTRESSED ENGINEERED

HARDWOOD FLOORING
1/2” Thick x 6” Wide
Many Colors to
choose from sq. ft.

$279
25 year manufacturer warranty

AREZZO - 372 NORTH SUNRISE AVE, ROSEVILLE 916-789-1144
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 10 AM- 5:30PM/ SUNDAY 11-4:30PM
Sale prices good thru 10/20/17

Serving Northern
California
For Over 60 Years!

WE D0 LAMP REPAIRS 2990 SUNRISE BLVD., RANCHO CORDOVA
(Between Sun Center Dr. & White Rock Rd.) 916-446-5500
OPEN MON-FRI 9:30AM – 5:00PM / SAT 10AM – 5PM / SUN 11AM – 4:30PM

20-50% OFF
All Furniture, Mirrors, Accessories,

Chandeliers, Fans, Lamps & Pendants

$159

HUGE SALE ON ALL FANS INCLUDES
LIFETIME WARRANTY

EXT. LIGHTS
LED 3 Head, Dusk to Dawn,
Photo cell Floodlight #OFLR $79Compare at the Box store $149

Solid Wood
Medallions
& Corbels

16 Gauge Stainless Steel
Sinks

25%
Off

25%
Off

$1650
48” Built in
Refrigerator

$6359

8” LCD Twin Cooling
Stainless Steel w/ Dual
Tower LED Lighting

Water & Ice Dispenser

RETAIL
VALUE
$449
ONLY

$189.00
15”

RETAIL
VALUE
$489
ONLY

$199.00
17”

3/4” HP
SUPER HD
2500 RM
10 YR.

WARRENTY
$138.50

HUGE SALE ON STAINLESS
STEEL FAUCETS

CAPITAL WHOLESALE

Best of the Best
5/8” Thick x 7 7/16” Wide
European Oak
5 Colors to
choose from

MADE IN
THE USA

ON SALE

35% OFF
Door and Cabinet Hardware at the

Lowest Price in Town

52” FAN
BRUSHED NICKEL
WITH FROSTED GLASS
LED ENERGY STAR
Lifetime Warr.

Professional Grade
Front & Top Load
Washer & Dryer
• Commercial
• Residential

5yr.
Manufacturer

Guarantee

SALE ON

$2895

External Water &
Ice Maker

36”w x 73”h
4 Door

36” Cooktop
5 Burner

$1099

Professional
GAS COOKTOP

30” RANGE 5 BURNER
DUEL FUEL RANGE

$985
18W EQUAL

TO 75W

6’’ LED TRIM RETROFIT
NATURAL LIGHT

MADE IN U.S.A.

$ 2249
Dishwasher

$599

30”Cooktop

66” 8 Blade Ceiling Fan
w/LED Light & Remote
Very High Performance,
6 Speed, Reverse,
DC Motor

$499

HUGE SALE ON ALL VANITY
SINKS & EMTEK HARDWARE

25%-30% OFF

Stainless Steel Interiors
Dual Compressors Freezer

Ramp on LED lighting
5yr Manufacturer 

Guarantee

Intuitive touch screen control with 12 cooking 
modes, Eco-friendly, Extra-large oven with True 
European Convection oven, Commercial-grade 

intense 5,000 watt Infrared broiler

PLATINUM SERIES RANGE
Open burners, Four burners, 

plus innovative Interchangeable 
Griddle/Charbroiler Gentle 130° 

simmer burner Integrated
wok cooking

HUGE SALE ON ALL FANS
INCLUDES LIFETIME WARRANTY

w/LED 16 W frosted glass,
6-speed, reversing
DC Motor  w/remote

3 Blade Ceiling Fan
w/LED 16 W frosted glass,
6-speed, energy e�  ciency
DC Motor w/remote

5 Blade Ceiling Fan
GLADIATOR

36” Built in Refrigerator
8” LCD Twin Cooling

Stainless Steel
w/Dual Tower LED Lighting 

Water & Ice Dispenser

48” Built in 
Refrigerator

HUGE SALE ON STAINLESS 
STEEL FAUCETS Solid Wood Medallions

                           & Corbels
25%
Off16 Gauge Stainless Steel Sinks

25%
Off

All Furniture, Mirrors, Accessories, 
Chandeliers, Fans, Lamps & Pendants

20%-50% OFF

SAVE ON
SPEED QUEEN

Voted #1 in America!
Professional Grade,

Front & Top Load Washer & Dryer
•Commercial
•Residential

5yr. Manufacturer Guarantee

ON SALE

35% OFF
Door & Cabinet Hardware

at the Lowest Price in Town!
MADE IN
THE USA

3/8” Thick x 5” Wide
Many Colors to 
choose from
25 year manufacturer warranty

SouthEast Connector Secures $20 Million Grant

MATHER, CA (MPG) -  The 
Capital SouthEast Connector 
Joint Powers Authority today 
announced the award of $20 mil-
lion in grant funding through 
the California Transportation 
Commission’s (CTC) Local 
Partnership Program (LPP) 
avai lable through Senate 
Bill 1, the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act of 2017. 
The funding is a boost to the 
expressway project, which has 
widespread benefits through-
out and beyond the Sacramento 
region. The Connector received 
the third largest statewide 
funding award of close to 90 
grant applications for projects 
throughout California.

“We are very pleased with 
the California Transportation 
Commission’s recognition of 
the exceptional benefits the 
Connector will provide to rural 
communities, goods movement 
and traffic safety throughout the 
greater Sacramento region, as evi-
dent in their decision to fully fund 
our grant request of $20 million,” 
said Derek Minnema, executive 
director of the Capital SouthEast 
Connector JPA. “We’re also 
grateful for the overwhelming 

continued project support and are 
excited to move this project for-
ward thanks to this funding.”

Earlier this year, the Sacramento 
Transportation Authority ranked 
the Connector as it’s No. 1 
regional transportation proj-
ect pursuing funding through the 
CTC’s LPP grant program.

This funding award comes at 
a critical time for the project. 
The Connector was one of only 
two California projects, and the 
only rural project, that applied 
for federal dollars through the 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding 
America (INFRA) grant pro-
gram that received LPP funding. 
The $20 million grant by the 
CTC will increase the capacity 
to strongly leverage state dollars 
if federal funding is awarded.

With funding through the LPP 
grant, $40 million in needed 
roadway improvements in Elk 
Grove, Folsom and Sacramento 
County will begin.

The Connector closes a 
rural-to-suburban connectiv-
ity gap by transforming 34 
miles of two-lane rural roads 
into a state-of-the-art, four-
lane expressway connecting 
the communities of the City of 

Elk Grove, Sacramento County, 
City of Rancho Cordova, City of 
Folsom and El Dorado County. 
The new expressway will pro-
vide instant regional congestion 
relief to downtown Sacramento, 
provide parallel capacity to 
Highway 50, and an evacuation 
route for the southeastern part 
of Sacramento County. Project 
benefits also extend beyond the 
region as the Connector has 
been identified as a key proj-
ect within California’s Central 
Valley Major International 
Trade Region, and will con-
nect three U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Primary Freight 
Network Routes that are the 
backbone of goods movement 
within the Central Valley.

About The Connector JPA
The Connector JPA was 

formed in December 2006 and 
includes Sacramento County, El 
Dorado County and the cities of 
Elk Grove, Folsom and Rancho 
Cordova. It is responsible for the 
Connector’s planning, environ-
mental review, engineering design, 
development and construction.

For more information, visit 
www.connectorjpa.net H

The Connector closes a rural-to-suburban connectivity gap by transforming 34 miles of two-lane rural roads 
into a state-of-the-art, four-lane expressway connecting the communities of the City of Elk Grove, Sacramento 
County, City of Rancho Cordova, City of Folsom and El Dorado County. 
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GOLD RIVER COMMUNITY UPDATE

New Vote System - 
Challenges & Opportunities

By County Supervisor 
Sue Frost 

Through the generosity of 
the Gold River Messenger, this 
column serves to provide an 
update about matters affecting 
the unincorporated community 
of Gold River.

In the most recent June 
5th election, most of the 
Sacramento County voters 
were shocked or confused and 
some were angry. They were 
unware that one year prior, the 
Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors had fundamen-
tally changed the way we vote.  
In this election, all voters were 
mailed absentee ballots, and our 
500+ traditional polling loca-
tions were closed and  replaced 
with 77 “vote centers” that 
opened 11 days early to allow 
a longer voting period. While I 
was the sole vote in opposition 
to this switch, I wanted to use 
this opportunity in my monthly 
column to explain what we 
learned and what needs to 
change moving forward. 

One change that will ben-
efit everybody in November 
when we vote again is for peo-
ple to take advantage of the 
vote centers. Not enough peo-
ple realized that some vote 
centers were open for 11 days 
before the actual Election Day 
(and additional vote centers 
were open 4 days before the 
election). There was a serious 
change in behavior among vot-
ers that resulted in only around 

10,000 people voting at a vote 
center - which was only around 
3% of the voters.  Vote centers 
sometimes reported seeing only 
1 person a day actually vote. 

I think I know why this hap-
pened.  People did not know 
that even though they got an 
absentee ballot, they could have 
thrown it away if they wanted 
and just gone to the nearest vote 
center to obtain a ballot and 
vote. They thought vote centers 
and drop off sites were the same 
thing. 

Why was this a problem? On 
Election Day, many voters were 
turned away because ballot 
boxes were too full, and some 
other people reported being 
stuck in enormous lines. I think 
we can fix these problems by 
doing three things. 

First and foremost, we need 
better communication. One of 
the benefits to this new program 
was saving money so it seems 
to me we can find the resources 
to get the word out more effec-
tively. Some materials were 
mailed to voters, and banners 
were displayed throughout the 
County. We can assess how 
effective these strategies were 
and come up with a better way 
of getting clear information in 
the hands and minds of voters. 

Second, I think we need more 
drop-off locations, even if that 
means we have less vote cen-
ters. More importantly, we need 
more drop-off locations out-
side the City of Sacramento. 
65% of all 11 day vote centers 
were in the City of Sacramento, 
which only has 32% of voters. 
We need to make sure there 
are more convenient locations 
spread throughout the county 
with secure bins large enough 
to accommodate a large number 
of voters in a single day.

Lastly, we need to make sure 
people understand all of their 
options. For many, this may 
have been their first time receiv-
ing an absentee ballot. The 
postage required can change 
based on the thickness of the 
ballot but what people may not 
realize is that if they mail it 
without postage, their vote will 
still be delivered and counted 
(the county just ends up cov-
ering the cost). But for people 
who do not like mailing their 
vote, they need to know that 
they can drop it off or throw it 
away and receive a brand new 
ballot at the vote center. Those 
who prefer to vote in person, 
like they always have, have the 
ability to vote at any of the 77 
vote centers - whether it is the 
one closest to home, work or 
preferred grocery store.

There is some good news 
though.  This year we believe 
we will end up with a 47% turn-
out, which would be the highest 
level in 20 years for a non-pres-
idential primary in Sacramento 
County.  The system needs 
improvement and if we can cap-
italize on the good parts while 
fixing the problems, we can 
have a great system. As always, 
I am listening and your opin-
ions are important to me.  Let 
me know how you feel about 
the changes in the way we vote.

Sue Frost represents the 
4th District, which includes 
all or part of the communi-
ties of Citrus Heights, Folsom, 
Orangevale, Antelope, Rio 
Linda, Elverta, Gold River, 
Rancho  Murie ta ,  Nor th 
High lands ,  Carmichae l , 
Foothill Farms and Fair Oaks 
and Rancho Cordova. H

•  Invisalign™
•  Zoom2 Whitening
•  Oral Surgery Including
  Wisdom Teeth Extraction
•  Implants
•  Cosmetics
•  Root Canals

852-7660
11230 Gold Express Dr.  
#306
Off Sunrise & Hwy 50

Hector Fernandez D.D.S.

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - 
The California Capital Airshow 
(CCA) announced the excit-
ing details of Airshow After 
Dark, a nighttime extravaganza 
of flying, fireworks and music 
amid an aviation-themed fes-
tival atmosphere of family fun 
and entertainment. The evening, 
which begins at 5 pm on Friday, 
September 21, commemorates 
Mather Airport’s 100th birthday 
and is offered with the Weekend 
Ticket Bundle -- an exclusive 
ticket package, on sale starting 
June 14, that includes general 
admission tickets to the U.S. Air 
Force Thunderbirds-headlined 
airshows on September 22 and 
23.  

In addition to a thrilling dis-
play of pyrotechnic-infused 
aerobatic stunts overhead, 
Airshow After Dark includes 
miles of aircraft displays fea-
turing fully-restored warbirds, 
massive cargo airplanes and 
military aircraft as well as 
interactive STEM exhibits, 
immersive activities and virtual 
reality experiences designed to 
inspire future aviators and inno-
vators. History comes to life 
with the Mather 100 Museum. A 
temporary exhibit curated exclu-
sively for the California Capital 
Airshow, it offers a literal walk 
through the Mather gates where 
the historic airfield began its leg-
acy of service to the nation and 
Sacramento region. The evening 
culminates with an explosive 

Wall of Fire, a mesmerizing 
fireworks display and a heart-
thumping concert by premier 
dance band, “Wonder Bread 5”.  

“This year, the California 
Capital Airshow lineup leaves 
nothing on the table” said Darcy 
Brewer, executive director, 
CCA. “Whether you’re a thrill 
seeker, a history buff, a young 
person interested in STEM 
or an aviation enthusiast, this 
family-friendly festival offers 
endless entertainment, attrac-
tions, music, food and so much 
more. And we’re so excited to 
be able to offer the Weekend 
Ticket Bundle for folks who just 
can’t get enough airshow!” 

Headlined by the U.S. 
Ai r  Force  Thunderb i rds 
Demonstration Squadron, on 
September 22 and 23, the week-
end airshows offer a lineup 
that promises to keep audi-
ences on the edge of their seats. 
Spectators can look forward to 
exhilarating performances from 
the Air Force Heritage Flight 
featuring the F-35 Lightning II, 
the internationally acclaimed 
U.S. Army Golden Knights 
Parachute Team, Canadian 
Forces CF-18 Hornet, and 
an awe-inspiring lineup of 
world-class civilian aerobatic 
performers. 

Just in time for Father’s Day, 
CCA will offer incredible sav-
ings with an exclusive ticket 
package designed to allow air-
show attendees access to all 

three airshows. The Weekend 
Ticket Bundle offers, not only 
the magical night show and 
concert, but also general admis-
sion to the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds-headlined air-
shows on Saturday and Sunday. 
A limited quantity of deeply dis-
counted tickets go on sale to 
Airshow Insiders on Thursday, 
June 14 at 12:00 p.m. PDT via  
email invitation. To become 
an Airshow Insider sign up at 
CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com. 
Tickets go on sale to the general 
public on Monday, June 18 at 
12:00 p.m. PDT via the Airshow 
website.  

About California Capital 
Airshow 

Established in 2004, the 
California Capital Airshow 
501(c)3 plans and operates the 
exciting, family-friendly annual 
event designed to honor the 
Sacramento region’s rich avia-
tion heritage and veterans while 
using the power and magic of 
flight to inspire young people. 
CCA gives back to the com-
munity through scholarships, 
charitable group donations and 
exciting educational youth pro-
gramming throughout the year. 
For more information about 
the airshow, performers, and 
discount tickets, please visit 
CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com. 

Source: Liz Fox Johnson 
Communications, Director 
California Capital Airshow H

California Capital Airshow Announces Summer Events
Exclusive Ticket Bundle Offers Guests a 3-Day Airshow Experience

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds Demonstration Squadron will fly September 22 and 23. The weekend airshows 
offer a lineup that promises to keep audiences on the edge of their seats. Photo courtesy CCA

Thank a Veteran Today
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By Kay Burton

Owner Max Leisten tells us 
about his 8 year old Poodle.  
He weighs 47 pounds, a few of 
his nice qualities are he is obe-
dient and responsive.  He will 
be naughty infrequently and 
only when he becomes preoc-
cupied.  His temperament is 

demure, skittish and sensitive.
Poodles are clever  and lively 

household companions, and 
fairly easy to train.  They were 
once very popular Circus Dogs.

Poodles  are easy to please and 
a lot of fun to be around.

Poodles are generally active 
and agile.  They are happiest 
with daily walks and lots of 
outdoor play.  Without enough 
attention and actively they get 
bored, agitated, restless and 
(sometimes) destructive.  They 
love to play in the water.

Poodles do not like to be 
left alone for hours on end.  
They are ideal family dogs, 
being both patient and play-
ful with children. They make 
great watchdogs, barking when 
strangers approach the home.

Kay Burton is a longtime 
columnist and supporter of 
the SSPCA and other Rescue 
groups. To share your fam-
ily pet story with our readers, 
email:Kayburton@comcast. H

Meet Titus a Standard Poodle

Vitamins
Body Care
Essential Oils
Natural Beauty

Probiotics
Herbs
Protein
Specialty Foods

Seniors and Veterans Recieve
15% OFF EVERY DAY

atat

Hours Mon - Sat 10am - 7pm & Sun 11am - 5pm
4044 Sunrise Blvd. Suite 160 Rancho Cordova, CA 95742

w w w . e v e r g r e e n f n b . c o m
916.500.3334                    CS@evergreenfnb.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR
LOYALTY PROGRAM!

Cannot be combined with any other discounts,
coupons, or promotions.  limit one coupon per purchase.

Coupon must be presented.  some exclusions apply.
Valid through JULY 31, 2018

Nutrition & Beauty

MANY product lines on SALE! 
Visit our store for details.

Call ahead or come by for valuable offers & special discountes!

Only full Service 
Car Wash in Fair Oaks

& Citrus Heights

Greenback Ln.

San
 Jua

n A
ve.

N

Sperry Dr.

Madison Ave.

Detailing
Available5927 San Juan Ave

Citrus Heights, ca
(916) 967 3083

www.bauerscarwash.com

• Friendly
• Gift Shop
• Clean Waiting Area
• Family Owned & Operated
• In Business for 20 Years

Titus is very active poodle and loves to 
play outdoors especaily in the water.

CALL 916-773-1111 TO ADVERTISE

Senator Gaines Opposes Wasteful Budget
From the Office 
of Senator Ted Gaines

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Senator 
Ted Gaines (R-El Dorado) today 
issued the following statement 
regarding the Democrat majority-
vote budget bill:

 “I tip my hat to Governor Brown 
and his Democrat allies in the leg-
islature; they can spend money 
faster and more irresponsibly than 
any group of people I’ve ever seen. 
This budget is – again – the biggest 
in Golden State history. We keep 
spending more and more but not 
getting better roads, better schools, 
or better anything besides wealthier 
public employee unions.”

 “Brown had the nerve to point 
to a piggybank during his budget 
presentation, and to imply that he 
has saved the state some amazing 
amount of money since he’s been in 
office. That’s a farce! With just a bit 
of fiscal discipline we could have 
filled a dozen of those piggybanks. 
Brown taxed more and then Brown 

spent more. He was the most pre-
dictable big-spending Democrat to 
ever roam the Capitol halls.”

 “The Governor himself has 
repeatedly warned that another 
recession is headed our way. Instead 
of heeding that warning, we are 
increasing spending by billions to 
pay for things like the absurd High 
Speed Rail project, a minimum 
wage increase and pushing a bil-
lion-dollar makeover for the state 
capitol.”

 “We are so dependent on Silicon 
Valley’s economic miracle that 
it’s frightening. Their prosper-
ity obscures huge problems in the 
rest of the state, and our highly-
progressive tax system means that 
if Silicon Valley coughs, the state 
budget catches pneumonia. A slight 
downturn could send us into a fiscal 
crisis in Sacramento. Far from being 
recession proof, we would be reces-
sion toast.”

 “This is a budget that guar-
antees higher taxes for families 
around the state. Is it any wonder 

that working-class people are flee-
ing California as fast as they can 
load their U-Hauls? How could they 
want to stay when their government 
treats them like ATMs? Democrats 
force them to pay the highest sales 
taxes, highest income taxes, some 
of the highest gas taxes and prop-
erty taxes in the nation, and then 
celebrate when and brag about how 
much this year’s budget ‘invests.’ 
For once, I wish the Democrats 
would spend less and let the people 
invest in themselves.

 “This is Governor Brown’s last 
budget and thankfully so. He’s spent 
8 years talking about fiscal disci-
pline and prudence while supporting 
new taxes, fees and spending at 
every turn. He’s leaving behind a 
legacy of poverty, massive home-
lessness, and fiscal recklessness.”

 Senator Ted Gaines repre-
sents the 1st Senate District, which 
includes all or parts of Alpine, El 
Dorado, Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, 
Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, 
Sierra and Siskiyou counties.  H
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Take your vehicle 
to a car wash that 
recycles its 
wastewater.

Poperly dispose of 
trash and remember 
to recycle if 
possible.

Pick up and properly 
dispose of pet 
waste.

Reduce the use of 
pesticides or other 
products in your 
garden and around 
the home.  Try eco-
friendly products 
instead.

Check your vehicles 
regularly for leaks 
and repair them.

Do not dump anything 
down the storm drain.
Only rain down the 
drain!

Simple Ways to Protect Our Waterways During the Summer

During the summer, many pollutants that are caused by outdoor activities can harm our creeks and 
rivers.  Lawn and garden chemicals that are used to control weeds or pests, oil and dirt from cars, and 
trash can wash into a storm drain and empty into a creek or river without treatment. 

As you, your family, or friends enjoy the warm weather and outdoor activities, please 
remember to follow these simple steps to protect our waterways!

For more information on how to protect our creeks and rivers, please visit beriverfriendly.net 

I want Mom to:
❒✓ laugh
❒ ✓make friends
❒ ✓eat well
❒✓ feel secure
❒✓ have fun
❒✓  feel lovedeskaton.org/elgr

A leading nonprofit provider of aging services in Northern California since 1968

Eskaton Lodge Gold River 
Assisted Living, Pre-memory Care and Memory Care

916-900-1685 
License # 347001241
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BONUS COUPON

Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

COUPON

BONUS COUPON BONUS COUPON

Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

COUPON

PRECIOUS CAT
CLUMPING CAT LITTER

18 Lb Bag
Limit 2 Bags Per Family 

$599

JONNY CAT
PREMIUM CAT LITTER

10 lb Bag
Limit 2 Bags Per Family  

$169

FANCY FEAST
ELEGANT MEDLEYS
CANNED CAT FOOD

Selected Varieties - 3 Oz
Limit 6 Cans with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon   Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

59¢

PET CLUB is Excited to Now Offer: Blue Buffalo, Chicken Soup, Earth Born,
Evo, Diamond Naturals, Pinnacle, Taste of the Wild, & Royal Canin Pet Foods

ARM & HAMMER
CAT LITTER DEODORIZER

20 Oz Box
Limit 2 Boxes with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon
Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

$149
GRM

PLU 422
GRM

PLU 568

Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18 Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18 Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18 Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18 Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

9 LIVES
CANNED CAT FOOD

5.5 Oz
All Varieties

Limit 1 Case
Per Family 35¢

MEOW MIX
DRY CAT FOOD

•Original Choice  16 lb Bag
Limit 2 Bags Per Family 

$1099

SCOOPAWAY
CLUMPING CAT 

LITTER
20 lb Box

•Multi-Cat •Unscented
(Fresh Step Scoop, 20 Lb Box - $7.49)

Limit 2 Boxes
Per Family

$549

PURINA
CAT CHOW

DRY CAT FOOD
•Regular •Indoor  16 Lb Bag

Limit 2 Bags
Per Family $1199

DIAMOND 
NATURALS
DRY DOG FOOD

40 Lb Bag 
•Chicken •Lamb •Beef •Large Breed
•Senior 35 Lbs
•Lite 30 Lbs
(Lrg Breed Lamb
$31.99)
(Ex Athlete $36.99)

$2999

FANCY FEAST
GOURMET

CANNED CAT FOOD
All Varieties except Elegent Medley

3 Oz
Limit 2 Cases
Per Family

20/
$1100

PEDIGREE
CANNED DOG FOOD

•Choice Cuts in Gravy •Chunky Ground Dinner•Chopped
Ground Dinner  All Varieties 13 Oz   Limit 2 Case (12 ct) 69¢

PURINA PRO-PLAN
CANNED FOOD SALE

Limit 2  Dog Food  Cat Food
Cases 13 Oz 

$109
 3 Oz   69¢•Selected

 Varieties

PEDIGREE
DRY DOG FOOD

•Adult  50 Lb Bonus Bag
 Limit 1 Bag Per Family 

$2199

WORLD’S BEST
CAT LITTER

  •Original •Extra Strength  
 14 Lbs  Limit 2 Bags 

$1299

 WILDERNESS DRY CAT FOOD
•Chicken •Salmon •Duck •Indoor
•Weight Control  100% Grain Free
11-12 Lb Bag  Limit 2 Bags

AS MARKED
 $5 OFF
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

PURINA
WHISKER LICKINS CAT TREATS

•Soft & Delicious - 2.5 Oz
•Crunchy & Yummy - 1.7 Oz
Limit 2 Pouches with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon.  Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

69¢
GRM

PLU 446

NUTRO
WHOLESOME ESSENTIALS

DRY DOG FOOD
•Chicken, Brown Rice & Oatmeal Formula

(Reg & Lrg Breed) •Senior •Lite
30 Lb Bag

 Limit 2 Bags
 Per Family $3599

ZIGNATURE
LIMITED INGREDIENTS FORMULA

DRY DOG FOOD
Limit 2 Bags Per Family

•Turkey •Lamb •Trout/Salmon •Zential
•Duck •White •Fish•Salmon •Pork •Catfish

13.5 Lb. . . . . . . .
$3 OFF

27 Lb . . . . . . . . .
$5 OFF

OUR
SUPER
LOW
PRICE!

WELLNESS
CANNED CAT FOOD 

All Varieties except Signature & Core  
5.5 Oz  Limit 1 Case 

$129

 CANIDAE PURE
GRAIN FREE ADULT DRY DOG FOOD

 24 Lb Bag
  Limit 2 Bags

   
•Lamb •Duck •Salmon •Bison 

$10 OFF
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

Super
Buy CAT’S PRIDE

FRESH & LIGHT PREMIUM CLUMPING CAT LITTER
15 Lb Jug  Limit 2 Jugs 

$599SUPER
BUY

NEW

AVODERM
NATURAL DRY DOG FOOD

24-26 Lb Bag   Limit 2 Bags Per Family
•Lamb Meal & Rice
•Chicken Meal & Rice . . . .

$3199

•Lite
•Large Breed Adult . . . . .

$3399

•Original/Beef . . . . . . . . .
$3599

$150OFF
ANY PURCHASE OFPET OR FISH SUPPLY(Excluding Pet Food or Litter)Cannot be used in conjunction withadvertised sale items or similar percentageor dollar off coupons.   Limit 1.  PLU 324  Limit: 1 Coupon Per Family        GRM  

1 FREE
PEDIGREE
DOG FOOD

22 Oz Tin  All Varieties
With Any Purchase of Pet, Fish Food, or Supply  PLU 321Limit: 1 Coupon Per Family          GRM

FANCY FEAST
DRY CAT FOOD

(Purina One Dry Cat 3 lb. $5.99)
3 lb Bag  Limit 2 Bags 

$549

PETMATE VARI-KENNEL & COMPASS
 PET KENNELS

All Sizes
20% OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

BARKWORTHIES
ALL NATURAL
DOG CHEWS

•Bully Sticks •Antler Treats
*Chicken Jerky  All Varieties

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

NYLABONE
Products

•Dura Chew •Flexi Chew 
•Antler Alternatives •Dental

Chew •Puppy Chew  All Varieties

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

SENTRY FLEA & 
TICK PRODUCTS

 (excluding Fiproguard & Advance Guard 2) 
•Sentry Home •Natural Defense •Squeeze-On 

•Collar •Shampoo •Sprays  All Varieties

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

PETKIN PET WIPES
•Doggy •Eye •Kitty
•Ear •Itch Stop •Tooth
         All Varieties

20% OFF
OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

TETRA BOXED GLASS TANK
WITH STARTER KIT

10 Gal Economy   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $36.99
10 Gal LED Deluxe  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $53.99

20 Gal LED Deluxe  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $91.99
29 Gal LED Deluxe  .  .  .  .  . $112.99
55 Gal LED Deluxe  .  .  .  .  . $187.99

MARINELAND POWER FILTER SALE
          MODEL TANK SIZE PET CLUB SALE

PENGUIN 100B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .20 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $17.99
PENGUIN 150B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .30 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $24.99
PENGUIN 200B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .50 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $29.99
PENGUIN 350B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .75 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $39.99

PENN PLAX
PLASTIC

AQUA-PLANTS 20% OFF
OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

INSTANT OCEAN
SEA SALT

50 Gal. Salt Mix           $12.99

PET CLUB
FOOD AND SUPPLIES
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

Super Discount Prices*  Hot Specials & Coupons
*Short term promotions from vendors

(No Membership Fees)

8515 Bond Rd,
Elk Grove CA
916-686-7808

We Only Accept ATM, Cash, & Checks   M-F 9-8, SAT 9-7, SUN 10-7   Effective 6/27/18 - 7/3/18

2344 Sunrise Blvd.
Rancho Cordova, CA

916-635-5008 

SU
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PET
CLUB

N Sportsman
Warehouse

Smart
& Final

Chevron
Station

W E
Zinfandel Dr

50

BELLY FAT? DIET and 
EXERCISE 
FAILING?

FRUSTRATED?

DISAPPOINTED?

EMBARRASSED?

Come to our
Hosted Gourmet Dinner
Seminar at Piatti
Restaurant & Bar 
Stress Hormones & Health 
(� e True Cause of Belly Fat?)
Wednesday, July 18th, 2018
at 6:00 PM

Spirited International Speaker
and Wellness Expert 
Dr. H. A. Bud Walker, DC 

Dr. Walker will tell you about the latest
scienti� c breakthroughs and methods that
will help you permanently and safely remove
unwanted belly fat while quickly reclaiming
your health, your youth and your life!

Limited Seating! Call Today!

THIS PROGRAM IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE,
TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.

Contact 916-484-1661 to reserve your spot now
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All Their Hard Work Goes Up in Smoke
David Dickstein’s Fool’s Gold column 
is taking July off so that we can 
run this timely feature on his visit 
to a Chinese fireworks factory that 
makes many of the products being 
sold in stands here starting June 28.  
Story and photos 
by David Dickstein

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - 
On a rare private tour inside one 
of the world’s biggest fireworks 
factories, deep in China’s moun-
tainous Hunan Province where 
pyrotechnics were invented over 
a millennium ago, an American 
journalist surprises his hosts by 
veering off the footpath on the 
sprawling grounds. The large 
single-story building with busy 
workers inside looks too intrigu-
ing not to make a pop-in.

“Oh, excuse me … OK, OK, go 
ahead,” chirps Hengda Fireworks’ 
factory manager Wang Qunying 
in translated Mandarin, smiling 
and showing no signs of concern 
over what the writer for Messenger 
Publishing Group may see inside. 
The impromptu detour causes a bit 
of a stir for the 35 or so employ-
ees inside. All women and wearing 
company-issued blue coats to offset 
a springtime chill, their surprised 
reaction could be more about their 
boss’ presence and less a rare 
Caucasian visitor with a camera. 
Within a minute, however, the spa-
cious assembly room is back in full 
production for a visual this asser-
tive foreigner finds absolutely 
fascinating, not unlike how Charlie 
felt upon first sight of the diligent 
Oompa-Loompas.

What revelers throughout 

Sacramento County will light off 
and be dazzled with for maybe a 
minute or two requires an army 
of people and dozens of hours 
to manufacture. The process 
involves numerous stages, mostly 
by hand, and if the work isn’t 
tedious, it’s perilous. 

The roomful of hard-working 
women is where the final stages 
are performed. Even though 
they’re working with explosives, 
the task of mixing chemicals and 
filling cardboard tubes with pow-
der is done by individuals working 
solo in isolated bunker-like build-
ings elsewhere on the grounds. It’s 
a messy job mixing the 400 tons 
of black powder Hengda will need 
this year, but someone’s got to do 
it -- for the equivalent of $500 to 

$600 a month, a decent salary in 
the Hunan Province.

While some of the assembly 
department workers adhere fuses 
and tissue paper to the tubes, all 
manufactured on the premises, 
others at long tables a few feet 
away are giving the fireworks 
their final shape by fitting the pre-
cut cardboard pieces together.

The stage before boxing, stor-
ing and shipping is labeling, 
done pretty much the same way 
for over 1,000 years here -- with 
bowls of liquid glue, brushes and 
a lot of stamina for assembly line-
type repetition.

For two diligent assemblers 
in the corner, that and cardboard 
pieces to form a handle are the 
supplies needed to put the finish-
ing touches on a beer stein-shaped 
fountain named Brew Haha, one of 
Phantom Fireworks’ top sellers in 
California. Since fountains, spin-
ners, novelties and smoke items 
are the only types legally sold in 
the Golden State, there’s a decent 
chance these ladies’ handiwork 
will be delighting folks 6,500 miles 
away. For Sacramento County and 
parts of Placer County, the legal 
selling and lighting period is June 
28 through July 4.

Brew Haha, designed and 

exported by Panda Fireworks for 
Phantom, is one of many U.S.-
bound pyrotechnic passengers 
Hengda sends on slow boats from 
China, which makes 100 per-
cent of what California will be 
celebrating with on America’s 
birthday. Located in Liling, 
which together with Liuyang 
50 miles away are the collec-
tive heart of China’s $4 billion 
fireworks industry, Hengda is 
also home of Phantom’s popu-
lar Funky Monkey, Moondance 
Premiere and King of Bling, along 
with fountains bearing the TNT 
Fireworks brand.

As the factory tour moves away 
from operations and toward the 
entrance so we can safely light 
a sample of products, including 
Phantom’s Illuminati Triangle 
Fountain debuting in California 
this season, out of nowhere a 
throng of chatty blue-jacketed 
workers joins us on the walkway. 
It’s lunchtime for the factory’s 
400 employees, and they’re scur-
rying off to the chow line. The 
faster they eat the more they earn 
because pay is based on output.

The herd of mostly female 
workers keeps its distance from 
the tour group except for one play-
fully curious woman in probably 

her late 50s. She yells something 
lighthearted in Mandarin to 
friendly colleagues as she catches 
up with the Caucasian reporter. 
Feeling puckish, the language-
limited foreigner startles the 
worker when he stops in front of 
her and shouts, “Wo ai ni!” which 
means “I love you.” The woman is 
first taken aback, then breaks into 
laughter as she clutches her heart.

The affable employee might 
have thought the visitor was kid-
ding around, but after gaining a 
better appreciation of the intri-
cate, monotonous and hazardous 
labor it takes to make something 
so dazzling, yet fleeting, this 
newly schooled, fireworks-lov-
ing American meant each of those 
three little words. H

Illuminati Triangle Fountain, debuting this season in California, is tested at 
Hengda Fireworks in China.

Inside the Hengda Fireworks factory in China, workers add the final elements to Phantom Fireworks’ best-selling 
Brew Haha. 

Chinese factory workers package and label fireworks by hand, much like 
they did here over 1,000 years ago

Explosive black powder is carefully handled in bunker-like buildings inside 
China’s fireworks factories.


