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Welcome to Webster
BY PATTY ROY

Dave Laabs is a local guy who 
has always been good with 
his hands. A 13 year vet-

eran of Ethan Allen Furniture, he 
began his art career in the three 
dimensional sphere, crafting fine 
wood furniture. When the com-
pany began trimming its sawmill 
operations in 2003, Laabs was 
laid off .

That same year, the self-taught 
artist decided to open his own 
shop called The Airbrush Shack, 
at his home in Thompson Con-
necticut. Besides screen printed 
apparel, and lettering for signs 
and vehicles, Laabs is also a mu-
ral artist, having created many 
of the oversized paintings for 
restaurants, churches, homes and 
businesses.

His latest work is viewable 
from street side – 195 Thomp-
son Road, Webster to be exact. 
Its subject is one that is close to 
Laabs’ heart – Webster Lake. Or, 
as the purists may prefer, Lake 
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagog-
gchaubunagungamaugg.

It is the longest geographic 
place name on record for the De-
partment of the Interior and ex-
ists in other, abbreviated forms. 

The lake was a cherished part 
of Laabs’ childhood years spent 
at his grandparents’ home in 
Reid Smith Cove. 

“There were many seasons 
boating, fishing, ice skating,” he 
said, describing what sounds like 
a year-round idyll.

Laabs refers to the building 
the mural was painted on as his 

“48’ x 11’ canvas,” and covers the 
entire side of a shop owned by 
Amber and Wayne Stewart and 
where Amber operates The Water 
Lily, a small women’s boutique.

Amber approached Laabs with 
the idea of a mural (he had al-
ready completed one on another 
wall of the building), but said she 
couldn’t afford to pay him.

“That’s okay, I’ll do some fund 
raising,” was Laabs’s cheerful 
reply. Though he didn’t reach his 
fundraising goal, he got enough 
donations to enable him to start 
and complete the mural about 
two weeks ago, assisted by Scott 
Ciprari.

The mural depicts a “Welcome 

Go Where the Rail 
May Run
BY PATTY ROY

O ld Sturbridge Village is cur-
rently alive with thousands of 
lights – sparkling on trees and 

fences outside the early American 
homes of the 1830s . It’s a special 
celebration called “Christmas by 
Candlelight” and a walk around the 
village is spectacular.   

As the dwellings, shops and 
Meeting House are sourced from 
New England, they will look famil-
iar to Worcester County residents, 
though the Christmas decorations 
they sport would have seemed 
strange to those who lived during 
this era. The region had everything 
present day holiday makers like 

to see during this joyful season 
- plenty of greenery and red winter-
berries, wood to stoke roaring fires 
and a knack for pie-making and 
mulling cider.

But Christmas didn’t really 
become a big deal until the mid-
1800s when the Puritan hold on the 
population (and the holiday) finally 
loosened. 

As OSV relaxed some of the 
strictures on Christmas, there are a 
few anachronistic touches around 
the village that are magical, anyway.

You can ride in a carryall drawn 

Charles Tatsis of the Worcester Model Railroaders Club at Old Sturbridge Village where his 
Christmas Town train layout is on display.

Reserve your space today by contacting Diane Galipeau at 774-364-0296 
or by email at dgalipeau@yankeexpress.com

Reservation deadline is February 10, 2024. 

localtownpages

Coming March 2024

SeniorLiving
Capture the Attention of Thousands 

in Your Local Community 
Interested in Senior Life and Care!
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Vacuums always 75Vacuums always 75¢¢

89 Southbridge St. 89 Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MAAuburn, MA

  (across from Sword St.)  (across from Sword St.)

BIG KAHUNA
•BIG KAHUNA CARNUBA WAX
•UNDERCARRIAGE WASH W/ROCKER BLASTER
•X2 PASS FOAMING PRESOAK
•HIGH PRESSURE WASH
 FOAMING POLISH

$18
DELUXE WASH

•UNDERCARRIAGE WASH W/ROCKER BLASTER
•X2 PASS FOAMING PRESOAK
•HIGH PRESSURE WASH
 FOAMING POLISH $15

SUPER WASH
•UNDERCARRIAGE WASH W/ROCKER BLASTER
•X2 PASS FOAMING PRESOAK
•HIGH PRESSURE WASH
 SHIELD “HIGH GLOSS

$12
BASIC WASH

•X2 PASS FOAMING PRESOAK
•HIGH PRESSURE WASH
 SHIELD “HIGH GLOSS

$9
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Bring your remodeling dream to life!
If you can envision it, then we can build it.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
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In business for over 20 years
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Fully Insured • Free Estimates
www.alltimesconstruction.com

Remodels • Home Improvement • Additions • Painting
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         Christmas is coming         Christmas is coming
The flower experts for your holiday arrangements – 

call us today.

to Webster” sign along with the 
lake’s lengthy Eastern Algonquin 
name.

From left to right, the first 
illustration portrays folks enjoy-
ing a ride on a vintage wooden 
speedboat. The center portion of 
the mural is a giant map of the 
lake with points of interest, list-
ing the three ponds that combine 
to create the lake and also shows 

its islands, shoals and coves. 
On the far right, is a tribute 

to the original Nipmuc inhabit-
ants. Some small text lists John 
Eliot and Daniel Gookin who 
established the town of Chaubu-
nagungamaug in 1674, site of the 
Praying Indian.

“This mural was a public art 
project involving many generous 
donors who all contributed in 
some way to funding the project,” 

said Laabs. “My intent was to 
help bring community together 
to bring some art to a very 
noticeable building for all who 
pass by not far from the Massa-
chusetts-Connecticut line and 
welcoming all to Webster.”

The projected was funded 
by Amber and Wayne Stewart, 
Indian Ranch, Samuel Slater’s 
Restaurant, Webster Five Bank, 
Webster First Federal Credit 
Union, Lake Shore Legal, Web-
ster Lake Gifts, Sandi Grzyb of 

Avenue Real Estate, Maureen 
Cimoch of Lake Realty, Hickey 
Fleet Service, Lakeview Marine, 
State Line Builders, Body by 
Tabitha, Crossfit Clean Slate, Doc 
Stop, Quinebaug Valley Broad-
casting-WQVR 99.3, Glenn and 
Shelby Melia. There were also 
anonymous donors, Laab said.
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27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA
www.EdStearnsDressedMeats.com

508-248-7866

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER 

IN ADVANCE

Store Hours
 Open  Butcher Close
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM

FALL-WINTER SPECIAL

3 YEARS IN A ROW 
FIRST PLACE 

BEST 
BUTCHER SHOP

$50.00$50.00 $50.00$50.00

$75.00$75.00 $100.00$100.00

5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
 2 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. HAMBURG OR
 1 Pkg (1-1/2 LBS) FULLY COOKED PULLED PORK
2 LBS. HAM STEAKS OR
 1-1/2 LB. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
2 LBS. PORK CHOPS OR
 2 LBS. OF STEW BEEF
1-1/2 LBS. HOT DOGS OR
 1 LB. OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE

7 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
 2 LBS. HAMBURG
3 LBS. BONELESS PORK RIBS OR
 1 PACKAGE (1-1/2 LB) NY SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS. PORK CHOPS OR
 1-1/2 LB, NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS OR
 2 LB. HOT DOGS
3 LB. HAM STEAK OR
 1 LARGE BEEF OR CHICKEN CHILI
1 PKG. (1-1/2 LB.) OF SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE OR
 1 PKG. OF MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST 
 (OF YOUR CHOICE)

5 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS OR
 3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. HAMBURG OR
 3 LBS. GROUND TURKEY
2 LBS. STEW BEEF OR
 1 LARGE CONTAINER OF BEEF OR CHICKEN CHILI
1 WHOLE OR CUT UP CHICKEN (3 LBS. AVERAGE) OR
 1 PKG. OF SAUSAGE (1-1/2 LB.) OF YOUR CHOICE
1 PORK TENDERLOIN OR
 1 LB. OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE

4 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS OR
 1 RING OF YOUR CHOICE OF SMOKED SAUSAGE
3 LBS. HAMBURG OR
 2 LBS. HOT DOGS
3 LBS. BONELESS PORK ROAST OR
 3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. STEW BEEF OR
 1 PKG. OF MEATBALLS OF YOUR CHOICE
 (ITALIAN, CHICKEN OR DORITO AND CHEESE)
1-1/2 LB. HAM STEAK OR
 1-1/2 LB. NY SIRLOIN STEAK
1 PKG. (1-1/2 LB.) COOKED CHICKEN WINGS 
 OF YOUR CHOICE OR
 1 LB. OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE
2-1/2 LBS. OF POT ROAST OR
 1 PACKAGE MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST

BEER IS NOW 
COOLED BY 

SOLAR POWER!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8 am - 11 pm • Sun 10 am - 10 pm

94 East Main St. • Webster, MA
Excellent Selection • Convenient Store Shopping

Discount Store Pricing
Fine Cigars • 99¢ Nips

Get Ready for some Football!!Get Ready for some Football!!

grab your favorite 

grab your favorite 

Beverages and 
Beverages and 

snacks befor
e 

snacks befor
e 

the game
the game

• Fine Wine 
• Fine Wine • Beverages 

• Beverages • Craft Beer 
• Craft Beer • Lottery 
• Lottery • Bottle Redemption 

• Bottle Redemption • In-Store Specials
• In-Store Specials

Hank’s LiquorsHank’s Liquors

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

by two American Belgian horses, a 
precursor to the group transporta-
tion of modern buses – definitely 
not out of place and time. Or,  you 
can visit the more modern Christ-
mas Express Model Trains set up 
by the Worcester Model Railroad-
ers Club of Webster with miniature 
seasonally appropriate scenery, 
taste of transportation models to 
come.

The connection between rail-
roads and Old Sturbridge Village? 
Railroading was just arriving on 
the scene in the 1830s and 1840s.

Charles Tatsis built his model 
railroad with a love that he has 
held for trains since he received his 
first set of Lionels many Christ-
mases ago.

“I’ve been in this since I was four 

or five,” he said about his hobby. 
“When I was a kid you hoped for 
one of these or an Erector set . I got 
the Lionel trains and my brother 
got an Erector set. We built a lot of 
stuff with that.”

Model train tracks are scaled to 
various sizes with O Scale (1:48) 
being one of the most popular and 
oldest scales in the model railroad-
ing world.

“What it means is a quarter inch 
to the foot,” he said. “A G gauge is 
a little bit bigger; it’s a half inch to 
the foot.  HO scale is called that 
because it stands for Half O Scale, 
so it’s about an eighth of an inch to 
the foot.”

The Worcester Model Railroad-
ers Club has a 40’ by 50’ HO layout 
. A second layout is 10’ by 37’ O 
gauge.

Some folks bring their own 
trains, but there are also club trains 

and cars that are free to try. 
“Anybody’s welcome,” Tatsis 

said. “I’ll be glad to show them 
around.”

Tatsis enjoys creating his own 
little world on train set-ups. But it 
can be an expensive hobby if you 
let it, said with a smile.

Tatsis’ experience with trains is 
first hand on the Boston to Albany 
route. He was an engineer for 
Conrail, a freight carrier, for about 
five years, he said, after training for 
about five months in New Haven.

“I did a little bit of that and once 
in a while they they’d call us from 
Amtrak (passenger trains) to engi-
neer,” Tatsis related.

It was the fulfillment of a child-
hood dream, he admitted. 

The schedule he followed was 
leaving home on Saturdays at 10:31 
a.m.  and didn’t return until about 
5 p.m. the next day. Then the crews 

were home again for a day or two 
according to national safety rules. 
There were occasional overnight 
stays in Albany.

When Totsis was with Conrail 
the train crew consisted of an en-
gineer, a fireman and a conductor, 
along with a head end brakeman 
and a rear end brakeman. Trains 
also had a caboose in those days.

“But they don’t have that any-
more. Not like it used to be,” he 
said with a tinge of of sadness. “I 
caught the tail end of it.”

An admitted train spotter, Tatsis 
remembers when you could set 
your watch by the appearance of 
trains at certain crossings. “They 

were that on time,” he said.
He also appreciates the romance 

of train travel. 
“Years ago you could just about 

go anywhere by train, he said.  
“You could get around easier then 
than you can now.”

The Worcester Model Railroad-
ers Club is located at 14 Rail Road 
Ave., Unit 54 
 Webster, just over the tracks and to 
the right. 
Meetings are held Tuesdays 6-9 
p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Meetings can go overtime if there’s 
a good crowd.

Nursing Students earn a perfect 
score on Medication Calculation Test
Vanessa Agyare of Jeffer-

son, Julie Dodson of West 
Brookfield, Tracy Nakya-

gaba of Charlton, Samuel Njenga, 
and Christian Sochiletey both 
of Worcester and Ashley Urbain 
of Paxton all practical nursing 
students at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy and members of 
the Practical Nursing Class of 2024 
has earned a perfect score on their 
Medication Calculation test.

According to the Bay Path Prac-
tical Nursing Academy Student 
Handbook, under Clinical Policies, 
the “Students must demonstrate 
a level of medication calculation 
competence before administer-
ing medications to patients in the 
clinical setting. Students must 
pass the Medication Calculation 
Test (MCT) with a 90% or higher 
before passing medication in the 
clinical setting. Students will have 
three (3) opportunities to pass the 
MCT.”

Agyare, Dodson, Nakyagaba, 

Njenga, Sochiletey and Urbain 
passed the MCT with a score of 
100% on their first attempt.

Further, as stated in the Student 
Handbook, “Students will receive 
a different version of the test each 
time they take it. After each unsuc-
cessful attempt, the student MUST 
see an instructor for remediation 
before attempting to take the MCT 
again. If a student does not pass 
the MCT after the second (2nd) at-
tempt, a performance notification 
will be issued. Students who do 
not pass the MCT after the third 
(3rd) attempt will be unable to pass 
medications and therefore be un-
able to meet the clinical objectives 
and ultimately unable to continue 
in the PN Academy.”

According to Gretheline Bolan-
drina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
Academy Director, “I have always 
believed that student engagement 
and collaboration is a huge part of 
student success. It helps that we 
have amazing faculty at Bay Path. 

Dr. Ana Olivar who teaches Phar-
macology is intentional in making 
sure our PN students are successful 
in doing what they love to do.”

About Bay Path RVTHS Practi-
cal Nursing Academy: Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy offers 
a 40-week, (10-month), full-time, 
Monday through Friday, evening 
program. The program begins 
in mid-August and is completed 
in late June. Graduates receive a 
Practical Nursing Certificate and 
are eligible to take the NCLEX-
PN licensure exam. The Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy is fully 
approved by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Health and Human Services De-
partment of Public Health Board 
of Registration in Nursing (www.
mass.gov/dph/boards/rn) and is 
accredited by the Commission on 
Occupational Education (www.
council.org). For more information 
visit www.baypath.net
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

Al’s RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  Serving the Blackstone ValleyServing the Blackstone Valley

and the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countyand the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County
Support Support 

Local Small Local Small 
BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!
SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 

OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, 
NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

Bartlett High School’s MASHuP Day a Great Success
BY JANET STOICA

With the dedicated staff 
and administration in the 
Webster School System, 

all students are in the right place 
at the right time. Shooting for the 
stars seems like it’s there for the 
taking! 

Bartlett High School intro-
duced the Pathways Program to its 
student population two years ago 
and the momentum this program 
has shown is truly exciting and 
rewarding to the students and their 
instructors. Pathways Program 
students have exclusive access to 
a variety of recognition oppor-
tunities including college credit, 
scholarships, preferred admission 
at colleges and universities, intern-
ships, apprenticeships, and other 

avenues to highlight their unique 
skills according to the Program 
Coordinator Michele Bigelow. 
Courses offered include Advanced 
Manufacturing, Healthcare and 
Social Assistance, Marketing, Engi-
neering, and Biomedical Sciences.

On November 2, Bartlett stu-
dent tour guides who are in the 
Pathways Program introduced 150 
Webster Middle School students 
to the Pathways Program courses 
holding a MASHuP Day according 
to Ms. Bigelow. BHS tour guides 
led six groups of 25 students from 
the 8th grade to different stations. 
“The students were able to partici-
pate in hands-on activities that in-
cluded Marketing Challenges, Vir-
tual Reality Experiences presented 
by their partner BV Hub, Clawbot 
Challenges, and Microscope Tasks. 

Tour guides included Joe Owusu, 
Htwa Peh, Natalee Kelly, Lilian 
Grenier, Isabelle Rodrigues, and 
Isaiah Zayas. The guides were ex-
cellent in their presentation skills,” 
stated Ms. Bigelow.

Student Facilitators were Ayden 
Heenan, Peter Lavache, Muham-
mad Aslam, Haideeliz Martinez, 
Adam Phillips, Kwadwo Agy-
emang, Aarilyn Artey, Anthony 
Lopez, Angel Marin Caceres, Hung 
Tran, Talyn Inthavongsa, Nathan 

Cole, Eryk Piwowarczyk, Wynter 
Cady, Tiffany Oppong, Hope Coo-
per, Dakota Vandreuil, Savannah 
Bjork, Georgia LaPierre, Leximee 
Phanthavong, Cayleb Mercure, 
Reece LeBeau, Dylan Polen, Neil 
Duszlak, Dan Mcihargey, Desirae 
Boma, Jared Fallas, Naomie Ore-
lien, Isabella Richards, and Deijah 
Delgado. 

Teacher Facilitators consisted of 
Dane Laboissonniere, Ben Jenness, 
Michele Bigelow, Jocelyn Young 

(BV Hub), Jessica Burokas, Artur 
Duque, and Matt Traina.

“It was our best MASHuP yet!” 
said Ms. Bigelow, “everyone was 
geared up for learning what the 
new courses were about and our fa-
cilitators and tour guides were just 
the best. It’s exciting to see the level 
of enthusiasm for these advanced 
learning courses. We are very 
proud of all our participants.”

Contact Janet: jstoica@TheYanke-
eXpress.com  
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An Exceptional Selection of Famous Brand Name 
Furniture & Mattresses on Dispay at Great Prices!

771 Washington St, Auburn, MA • 508-438-4400 • harteshome.com

Opening 
This Saturday

Dec. 9th!

SHOP:
Mon.-Sat.

10-7
Sun. 11-5

Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master StylistCandice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist

895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn
Located in the rear of Dunkin DonutsLocated in the rear of Dunkin Donuts

774-420-6156774-420-6156

Ladies & Gents
Hair HouseHair House

Tuesdays...
$12 Haircuts

We’re Open! 

Walk-ins 

Welcome!

Gift Gift 
CertificatesCertificates
AvailableAvailable

An automated external defibrillator, is a sophisticated yet easy to use device to help those 
experiencing sudden cardiac arrest.

Samuel Slater staff 
thanks Webster EMS
Webster Emergency Medi-

cal Services (Webster 
EMS)  made Giving 

Tuesday a very special day for 
the Samuel Slater Experience 
museum with the donation of 
an AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator).

Chief Gary Milliard noted that 
“AEDs save a lot of lives.” 

The donated device is a 
LIFEPAK CR2 model, made my 
Physio Control. Milliard said he 

wanted to make sure the museum 
has a top-of-the-line model that 
is easy to use.

Webster EMS staff will train 
museum staff and volunteers on 
its use.

Thank you so much, Webster 
EMS. We’re thrilled to have this 
potentially life-saving device 
available for our visitors. 

– Signed by Samuel Slater Expe-
rience staff

Select board approves single tax rate
FY 24 tax rate finalized by state DOR

Based on the recommendation 
of the Board of Assessors to 
maintain a Residential Fac-

tor of 1.00, the Dudley Board of 
Selectmen voted on November 27 
to retain a single rate of taxation 
for residential and commercial/in-
dustrial/personal property classes. 
The vote followed the annual tax 
classification hearing conducted by 
Principal Assessor Lisa Berg. The 
full Tax Classification presenta-
tion is available at: https://www.
dudleyma.gov/assessors 

Subsequently, the state Depart-
ment of Revenue on November 
29 certified the town’s Fiscal Year 

‘24 tax rate to be set at $10.48 per 
$1,000 of assessed property value, 
which is a 32-cent increase over 
FY23. 

Ms. Berg reported the aver-
age single-family home valued at 
$360,942 will see an annual tax bill 
increase of $454.89. 

Selectmen noted the three 
Proposition 2 ½ Override ques-
tions voters approved on the Au-
gust 17 special election ballot were 
said to add $1.21 to the tax rate. At 
the time of the election, Treasurer/
Collector Richard Carmignani Jr. 
reported that 24 cents would drop 
from the FY24 tax rate due to retir-
ing debt. That retiring debt was to 

drop the expected $1.21 increase 
to 97 cents. When selectmen asked 
Carmignani to comment on the 
65-cent discrepancy, he said, “It’s a 
moving target.”

The town’s new growth, Ms. 
Berg reported to selectmen, is 
$177,065. Town Administrator 
Jonathan Ruda said the Town Ac-
countant has reported that local 
revenue for FY24 is a 1 percent 
decrease from FY23.

Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program’s Winter Heating Season 
Applications are now open 

for eligible Massachusetts 
households to apply for finan-

cial assistance this heating season 
through April 30, 2024

 The Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Housing and Livable 
Communities (EOHLC) is pleased 
to announce November 1 as the 
start of the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LI-
HEAP) 2023-2024 winter heating 
season. LIHEAP is a free, statewide 
service funded by the federal pro-
gram of the same name that helps 
eligible households stay warm dur-
ing the winter months by paying a 
portion of winter heating bills.

 Applications for home energy 
assistance are currently being 
accepted online at toapply.org/
massliheap, and income-eligible 

households may receive financial 
help to offset heating bills from 
November 1, 2023, through April 
30, 2024.

 Both homeowners and renters 
can apply online or through local 
administering agencies for LIHEAP 
assistance. Households must meet 
specific eligibility requirements to 
qualify for aid, which will be paid 
directly to their heating vendor.

 Eligibility is based on sev-
eral factors, including household 
size and combined gross annual 
income of residents 18 and older. 
Qualifying households – including 
those with the cost of heat included 
in the rent – can receive assistance 
for all sources of heat, including 
oil, electricity, natural gas, propane, 
kerosene, wood and coal.

 “The Massachusetts home 

energy assistance program is free, 
because no resident should have 
to worry about heating their home 
during the wintertime,” said Ed 
Augustus Jr., Secretary of Housing 
and Livable Communities. “High 
fuel costs can have a devastating 
effect on household budgets and 
can even endanger Massachusetts’ 
most vulnerable residents. We en-
courage anyone who needs heating 
assistance to explore their eligibil-
ity by applying online or visiting 
the nearest administering agency. 
And to please share the informa-
tion with loved ones or neighbors 
who could benefit from this free 
resource.”

 For more information, or 
to find your local LIHEAP agency, 
visit www.toapply.org/MassLI-
HEAP.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA
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See Me, Hear Me at Booklovers’ Gourmet
Nature & Wildlife Photogra-

phy by Janet L. McDonald 
will be on display and for 

sale at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 
72 East Main Street, Webster, 
through December 30 in the cafe 
gallery during regular business 
hours. Free and open to the 
public. For more information 
call 508-949-6232 or email deb@
bookloversgourmet.com. Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Special 
holiday hours: Sundays, December 

10 and 17, 12-4 p.m.; Mondays, 
December 4, 11, and 18 ,10 a.m.- 5 
p.m. and December 24 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Closed December 25.

Janet McDonald is an art-
ist, a creator, and nature lover. 
She received a BFA from UMass 
Dartmouth and later earned a 
master’s degree in Early Child-
hood Education from Eastern 
Connecticut State University. 
Janet worked for over a decade as 
a textile graphic designer before 
pursuing a completely different 

creative outlet as a Pre-K teacher. 
Now in retirement, Janet walks 
dogs, pet sits and enjoys taking 
pictures while canoeing or hiking 
with her partner Tom.

Janet’s photography has been 
exhibited at the Sprinkler Fac-
tory Gallery, The Vanilla Bean 
Café, The Rose Room, Booklovers’ 
Gourmet, Attleboro Art Museum, 
the Sherill Library in Cambridge 
as well as many other libraries 
in the Northeast.  The Brookside 
Chalet holds a permanent display 
of Janet’s photographs, inspir-
ing visitors to explore the beauty, 
history and serenity of the Quiet 
Corner of Connecticut whether 
it be a whimsical look into the 
Thompson Dam or a striking view 
of Cargill Falls.

Janet says:”I often find wonder 
and beauty in the world around 
me. Whether I’m walking through 
the woods or even spending time 
in my own neighborhood, I always 
see magic in the ordinary. I am 
compelled to capture those scenes 

through my eyes so I can not only 
relive the joy I felt in that moment 
but share these portraits into my 
perspective and experience with 
others.” 

For more information on 
Janet and her work, visit her Insta-
gram accounts

@janetmcdonaldphotography 
or @frenchcatdrawings.

On Saturday, December 16, 
visit Booklovers’ Gourmet as Sue 
Sheperd discusses and signs cop-
ies of her latest book “Balancing 
My Seesaw :Through Life’s Ups 
and Downs.” Free and open to 
the public. (Rescheduled from an 
earlier date). Signed copies will be 
available for purchase. 

Diagnosed with a chronic 
condition, over 29 years ago, 
Sue has learned how to live with 
life’s ups and downs. Even so, she 
has navigated her way through 

divorce from an abusive marriage, 
homelessness, loss, and times of 
loneliness. And now she would 
like to share some of the secrets 
she has learned on her “SeeSaw”, 
and how to hold on when the ride 
gets too rough.

Through short stories and 
poems, Sue has found her voice 
and wants to share the hope and 
inspiration she has discovered so 
that others can also find ways to 
balance their own “SeeSaw” of 
Life. She wants everyone to know 
the excitement of following Jesus 
and wants to show how involved 
He is in our lives. With God in the 
middle of it all, He helps to keep 
us balanced when life’s circum-
stances are trying to bring us 
down or throw us off.

Sue is a life-long New England-
er, and has been blessed with three 
adult children, two daughters-in-
law and two grandchildren (and 
we can’t forget the five grand-
dogs). You are welcome to contact 
her via email at: JustSue4@gmail.
com.

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Friday 
night is 

Acoustics
night

Please call 
774-449-8333

 for reservations,
take-out or reservation 

online 308lakeside.com

Gift
Certificates
Available

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

Above, Janet McDonald is an artist, a creator, and nature lover. Her photography has been 
exhibited at the Sprinkler Factory Gallery, The Vanilla Bean Café, The Rose Room, Booklovers' 
Gourmet and Attleboro Art Museum.

Sue Shepherd has penned a book outlining 
some of the secrets she has learned on her 
"SeeSaw," and how to hold on when the ride 
gets too rough.

Austin FurnitureAustin Furniture
Vintage Home Furnishings, Deçor & More

Buy/Sell • New /Used 
75 Webster Steet , Worcester, MA • 508-795-7400

Now in our 
Now in our 

NEW and 
NEW and 

BIGGER BIGGER 

LOCATION
LOCATION

Worcester’s “go-to” spot for great deals on great furniture for over 20 yearsWorcester’s “go-to” spot for great deals on great furniture for over 20 years

HUGEHUGESELECTION 
SELECTION and we

and wedeliver!
deliver!

Gift
Certificates
Available
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HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years

Sturbridge Village at Christmas
Old Sturbridge Village is cur-

rently alive with thousands of 
lights – sparkling on trees and 

fences outside the early American 
homes of the 1830s . It’s a special 
celebration called “Christmas by 
Candlelight” and a walk around the 
village is spectacular.   

As the dwellings, shops and 
Meeting House are sourced from 
New England, they will look 
familiar to Worcester County 
residents, though the Christmas 
decorations they sport would have 
seemed strange to those who lived 
during this era. The region then 
had everything present day holiday 
makers like to see during this joy-
ful season - plenty of greenery and 
red winterberries, wood to stoke 
roaring fires and a knack for pie-
making and mulling cider.

But Christmas didn’t really 
become a big deal until the mid-

1800s when the Puritan hold on 
the population (and the holiday) 
finally loosened. 

As OSV relaxed some of the 
strictures on Christmas, there 
are a few anachronistic touches 
around the village that are magical, 

anyway.
Try a stop at the blacksmith’s 

shop where presents can be created 
if your wish list includes horse-
shoes, kitchen utensils and tool 
repairs.

Neighborhood blacksmiths 

undertook several different kinds 
of work in rural New England, 
and most towns had several 
blacksmiths. Some specialized in 
producing edge tools or machinery. 
Others turned to wheelwright-
ing and repairing vehicles. Many 
did general iron work, repairing 
manufactured and imported tools, 
shoeing horses and oxen besides 
making hardware and other metal 

items needed in the community.
“Your market would depend 

on whether you were set up on a 
busy road with with out-of-town 
business coming through or maybe 
it’s just my neighbors,” said Ethan 
Choiniere, the blacksmith at OSV. 
‘But either way, I look to them; 
if I had mills down the road and 
farms up that way, I work on mill 
parts and farming equipment. It’s 
whatever the community needs 
them to do.”

For a location like Sturbridge, 
it would basically be shoeing, 
metal repairs and the fabrication of 
household things, like spatulas and 
mulling irons.

The first thing you notice about 
the blacksmith shop is it’s made 
of quarried stone rather than 
wood, – a wise decision since it 
has two very hot fires with bellows 
designed to crank up heat on the 
coals.

When the Blackstone Canal was 
built in the 1830s it was a boon to 
farmers who could cheaply ship 
their goods towards cities as well as 
a boost to blacksmiths. 

It was a two-day trip for the ca-
nal boats from Worcester to Provi-
dence and another two-day trip to 
return to Worcester. The overnight 
stopping point was in Uxbridge, 
where farm goods or metal from 
ironworks to deliver to blacksmiths 
were on or off-loaded.

Blacksmith apprentices usually 
worked for free or food and lodg-
ing,  unlike a paid internship of to-
day. The apprenticeship period was 
a rigorous one taking about 5 to 7 
years to complete. Choiniere works 
with two fellow blacksmiths – Alan 
Curboy and Jake Terrensen.

The blacksmith shop was  once 
the domain of a man named Em-

erson Bixby, who owned a white 
Cape style house across the way 
from his forge.

The shop gives off a pleasant 
heat on a chill December day, but 
must be near suffocating in the 
height of the summer.

The many tools of blacksmith’s 
trade are on hand along with the 
forge, anvil, and bellows. All about 
the shop are tongs and hammers, 
wedges and chisels. In the 1830s, 
blacksmiths mostly used iron 
because it was cheap and easy to 
work, Choiniere said.

As the metal glows orange to 
orange-yellow, it becomes most 
malleable when it’s red. In its hot-
test state, the metal can be welded 
together when it is hit.

“That’s the magic of the black-
smith trade, I think is all in the 
ability to stick two pieces of metal 
together,” said Choiniere.

Bixby had to give up his work 
and toil for others twice in his 
career – once at the beginning and 
again towards the end – because 
there wasn’t enough business for 
him in the neighborhood to make 
a living.

Blacksmithing in those days was 
more like being a solo practitioner, 
not turning out things at a factory 
rate.

There were places that could 
produce at that rate, Choiniere 
said. 

“In East Douglas, they produced 
90,000 axes in 1832,” he said. 

Old Sturbridge Village hours:
OPEN Friday – Sunday 10:00 

a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
CLOSED December 24th-26th 

and December 31st
OPEN December 27th – 30th 

10:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
To shop online: shop.osv.org

Above, OSV blacksmith Ethan Choiniere 
points out the irregularities in an early iron 
kitchen tool.
Left, Blacksmiths Alan Curboy and Jake 
Terrenden man the bellows and hammer 
out iron on anvils at the Bixby forge.
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LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE
continued on page 9 

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding
Luxury Suites Available

Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM
Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

Luke’s Christmas Gift

BY AMY LECLAIRE

“Are you coming to see me?”
When it comes to the 

sights and sounds of the 
season, Luke is not shy to the joy 
of Christmas. He’s an avid watcher. 
He’s aware of the reason for the 
season. 

“Amazon!!” 
He stares across the front lawn. 

Another blue truck screeches to 
a halt and states the obvious. “A 
person is inside! He’s coming, he’s 
coming, he’s coming. I can feel it 
in my bones.” Luke quivers and 
smiles. His mouth opens and shuts. 
“He’s coming. He’s not. He’s texting. 
He’s just about ready!” 

Luke stares some more, turns 
around like an oversized ballerina, 
then snaps out of delirium to con-
centrate. He doesn’t want to miss 
out on a single clue that, indeed, a 
person will carry a pizza or a pres-
ent to his front lawn. 

“I wonder if he’s bringing me 
something?” He stalks to the mid-
dle of the lawn and crouches down 
to submission. “I’m going to show 
the driver that my big head has 
nothing to do with my personality. 
I’m going to show him how gentle I 
truly am.” He remains down for as 
long as he can bear it. Given his age 
(not yet two) I find Luke’s patience 
to be remarkable. Still, my pup is 
about to learn a lesson—that not 

everyone likes dogs. The Amazon 
driver is no exception. 

He appears stiff and serious, a 
cautious elf. Sensing his ambiva-
lence, Luke attempts to compro-
mise the awkward moment. He 
sits up straight and smiles proudly. 
“My name is Luke Valentino and I 
have my own column and website. 
You can find me at---” 

Cautious Elf is unimpressed. 
He recoils. I eye him through the 
bubble glass of the front door like 

Mama in her kerchief, though I’m 
unable to settle down for any kind 
of nap. A Christmas package is in 
jeopardy. 

“Hi there!” I pull open the front 
door. 

Luke takes my sudden appear-
ance as a clue that a front yard so-
cial is in order. He gallops closer to 
Cautious Elf. “Momma, look – the 
elf with a vest on has a present for 
me!” Then he resumes a clownish 
habit he’s recently adopted during 
new transitions. He chases his tail 
foolishly, spinning around like a 
top with a fur coat. My gaze rests 
on my crazy, spinning dog. Fearing 
him seems superfluous. Neverthe-
less, the driver has a right to be 

afraid. The journalist in me longs 
to better understand him. (More-
over, I want that package). 

“Luke is just shy of two. He still 
has some puppy in him. I’m sorry.”

Not sorry, Luke finishes one 
final spin and hedges closer to our 
guest. 

“It’s just that— ” Cautious Elf 
takes a deep breath. The cloud of 
his exhale falls heavily in the space 
between us.

“You’ve been bit?” I read his 
mind.

“Yeah. I had a bad experience.” 
The Valentino in Luke flares. 

“Give me a name.” He tilts a curi-
ous head to the victim holding 
a present and inquires. “No one 
messes with my people.” I make a 
fair decision to grab Luke’s collar 
and collect more information. 

“That must have been terrible. 
Was it a Pitbull, by chance?” 

He places his free finger on his 
chin, a detective with a new clue. 
“Actually, it was a dog that looked 
like yours.”

Luke looks up at me. He appears 
curious, a bear cub who’s just fin-
ished the last of his honey. “Wasn’t 
me.”

The thought of a Golden Re-
triever attacking a person seems 
inconceivable, but the truth is 

grim. Any dog can bite. We don’t 
know exactly what passes through 
a dog’s mind pre-attack, though we 
do know that temperament, a dog’s 
upbringing, territorial or food ag-
gression, and fear play a role. I pet 
Luke’s big head. He, too, seems to 
understand. 

“Can I still have the present?” 
The Amazon gift bag dangles 

lifelessly in the hand of Cautious 
Elf, an employee I place at the age 
of 25. He has a whole life ahead of 
him to experience the joy of dogs, 

yet he’s been traumatized by one 
that looks like a bear cub. I re-
member the day Luke was attacked 
by a shepherd at the dog park. I 
haven’t been able to return to that 
very park. Despite my perplex with 
the situation, I do understand this 
young man. “I’ll go put Luke in the 
house,” I say, and proceed to tug 
Luke by the collar, back towards 

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer
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The Perks of Selling Your House 
When Inventory Is Low
When it comes to selling 

your house, you’re prob-
ably trying to juggle the 

current 
market 
condi-
tions and 
your own 
needs 
as you 
plan your 
move. 
One 
thing that 
may be 
working 

in your favor is how few homes 
there are for sale right now. 
Here’s what you need to know 
about the current inventory situ-
ation and what it means for you.

The Supply of Homes for Sale 
Is Far Below the Norm. When 
you’re selling something, it 
helps if what you’re selling is in 
demand, but is also in low supply. 
Why? That makes it even more 
desirable since there’s not enough 
to go around. That’s exactly 
what’s happening in the housing 
market today. There are more 
buyers looking to buy than there 
are homes for sale.

To tell the story of just how 
low inventory is, here’s the latest 
information on active listings, or 
homes available for sale. The data 
from Realtor.com shows how 
many active listings there were in 

September of this year compared 
to what’s more typical in the mar-
ket. Monthly listings in Septem-
ber, 2017 were 1.3 million, same 
in 2018. In 2019 there were 1.2 
million and in September, 2023 
there were only 700k

As you can see, if you look 
at the last normal years for the 
market versus 
the latest 
num-

bers 
for this 
year, it’s clear 
inventory is still far lower than 
the norm.

What That Means for You. 
Buyers have fewer choices now 
than they did in more typical 
years. And that’s why you could 
still see some great perks if you 
sell today. Because there aren’t 
enough homes to go around, 
homes that are priced right are 

still selling fast and the average 
seller is getting multiple offers 
from eager buyers. Based on the 
latest data from the Confidence 
Index from the National Associa-
tion of Realtors (NAR):

69% of homes sold in less than 
a month.

2.6 offers: the average number 
of offers on recently sold homes.

An article from Realtor.
com also explains how the 

limited number of houses 
for sale benefits you 

if you’re selling: “. . 
. homes spent two 
weeks less on the 
market this past 
month than they 
did in the average 
September from 
2017 to 2019 . . . as 

still-limited supply 
spurs homebuyers to 

act quickly . . .”
Bottom line, because 

the supply of homes for 
sale is so low, buyers desper-

ately want more options – and 
your house may be just what 
they’re looking for. If you work 
with The Marzeotti Group or a 
trusted local agent to get your 
house listed at the right price for 
today’s market. You could still see 
it sell quickly and potentially get 
multiple offers.

REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

LUKE
continued from page 8

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

43 East Main Street
Webster, MA 01570
Office: 508.943.4333
Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611
Web: hope2own.com
Email: lsullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

43 East Main St., Webster
Office: 508.943.4333

Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611

Web: hope2own.com
Email: lsullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan
REALTOR

Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937
 & 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

Toget her , We’re  
Working For You! 

Providing Real Estate 
Needs For: 
 - Retirees   - Families 
 - Seniors  - Veterans 
 -1st Time Buyers - Military 
 -Empty Nesters  - Investors 
 -Waterfront Buyers  - And more 

RE/MAX
Advantage I

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to 
Realtors? You found us!

41 Court St., Whitinsville, MA
508-981-0686

eastcoastautospa@yahoo.com

Give Your Car
A Day At The Spa!

Premium Detailing & Coating

Gift 
Certificates

For The
Holidays!

Jonathan Lavallee - Auto Detailer/Reconditioner
www.eastcoastautospa.com

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

the front door.
“I didn’t do anything, Momma!” 

Luke shuffles against my side with 
a heavy heart. I feel badly, but it’s 
the right thing to do. 

“Wait.”
Little did I know we were all 

about to witness the kind of gift 
that can’t be wrapped.

Luke and I pause. 
“Your dog seems pretty cool.”
Luke tugs me back to the elf ’s 

voice. “He said I’m cool!” 
“Are you sure you want to meet 

Luke?” I don’t want to exacerbate 
his trauma, yet deep down, I’m 
proud of the decision to face his 
dog demon. Luke is equally as 
proud. He wiggles joyfully. “Aw. 
That driver had me at Park.” 

Cautious Elf approaches Luke 
then kneels to his level. Roles shift. 
A Man Bitten and A Dog Loved 
form a match made on my frosty 

lawn. “He’s so soft,” he says, mas-
saging Luke’s big head. “Your vest 
smells like popcorn.” Luke sniffs 
the man’s pocket. 

“Luke, be easy,” I command, 
partially fearing the worst, that my 
dog bites the hand that feeds us 
somebody’s Christmas gift. How-
ever valid, my fear is short-lived. 
Luke licks the scruff of the man’s 
chin, boasting a relationship that 
works. “Hey, you can’t have that.” 
Happy Elf chuckles while Luke 
gnaws playfully at the corner of a 

package that’s taken far too long to 
be delivered. 

“I’ll take that,” I say with a 
snatch and a smile. Happy Elf 
hands it over but deep down I 
know the truth. Once again, my 
dog, a healer, has delivered a gift 
that can’t be wrapped. 

Follow Luke on IG @livingwith-
lukevalentino 

Write to Amy – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com 
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

Now Offering Ceramic CoatingNow Offering Ceramic Coating

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Gift Certificates Gift Certificates 
Make Make Great Great 

Christmas Gifts!Christmas Gifts!

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

Know the key benefits of a 
Roth IRA
As you save for retirement, 

you’ll want to take full 
advantage of the investment 

vehicles available to you — and one 
of the best is 
a Roth IRA. 
But what 
sets it apart 
from other 
accounts?

Three key 
factors dis-
tinguish the 
Roth IRA:

• Tax-free 
earnings – 
When you 

invest in a Roth IRA, your earnings 
can grow tax free, provided you 
don’t begin taking withdrawals un-
til you’re 59½ and you’ve had your 
account at least five years. If you 
don’t meet these criteria, withdraw-
als of earnings will be subject to 
taxes and a possible 10% penalty.

• No penalties on withdrawals 
of contributions – You fund a Roth 
IRA with after-tax dollars, which 
means you can withdraw your con-

tributions — not the earnings — at 
any time for any reason, without 
facing taxes or penalties. So, you 
could use some of your Roth 
IRA money for non-retirement 
purposes, such as helping pay for a 
child’s college education.

• No required withdrawals at 
age 73 – With a traditional IRA 
or a 401(k), you must start taking 
withdrawals — called required 
minimum distributions, or RMDs 
— once you reach 73. But this 
rule doesn’t apply to a Roth IRA 
— you can keep it intact as long 
as you like. You may need to tap 
into it for some of your retirement 
income, but if you don’t use it all, 
the remainder could benefit your 
beneficiaries.

A Roth IRA does share one simi-
larity to a traditional IRA: It can 
be funded with virtually any type 
of investment, including stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, certificates of 
deposit (CDs) and so on.     

However, unlike a traditional 
IRA, a Roth IRA does have income 
limits.

For the 2023 tax year, if your 
modified adjusted gross income 
was less than $138,000 (for a single 
filer) or $218,000 (married filing 
jointly), you can put in the full 
amount of $6,500 and an addi-
tional $1,000 catch-up contribution 
if you’re 50 or older. The amounts 
you can contribute will gradually 
decline at higher income levels and 
are phased out entirely at $153,000 
for single filers and $228,000 if 
you’re married and file jointly. 
These income ranges will likely 

change for the 2024 tax year, so 
you’ll want to consult with your tax 
advisor for details.        

Still, even if you’ve contributed 
to a traditional IRA or a 401(k) for 
many years, you may have a chance 
to eventually “convert” some, or 
all, of these funds to a Roth IRA 
and gain its benefits. It’s not hard 
to do this conversion — it involves 
minimal paperwork from your 
traditional IRA or 401(k) pro-
vider — but it does come with tax 
issues. Any money that’s converted 
from a traditional IRA or 401(k) 
to a Roth IRA will be treated as 
ordinary taxable income. This can 
trigger a large tax bill, so, unless 
you have the money available from 
other accounts to pay the taxes, the 
conversion may or may not make 
sense for you. But you don’t have 
to convert all the funds at once. 
By spreading the conversion over 
several years, you could reduce the 
effect of a large tax hit in any single 
year. You may want to consult with 
your tax advisor before converting 
any funds to a Roth IRA. 

If you can find a way to contrib-
ute to a Roth IRA, either directly 
or through a conversion, consider 
it carefully — you’ll find a lot of 
upsides to this investment account.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor. Please 
contact Dennis Antonopoulos, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor at 5 Al-
bert Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 
508-832-5385 or dennis.antonopou-
los@edwardjones.com.  Edward Jones 
Member SIPC
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

Full Service Repair Shop, Parts and Accessories 
Mechanic Owned Business

185 West Main Street, Dudley, MA 185 West Main Street, Dudley, MA 
508-461-7333508-461-7333

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Fridays 9AM -5PMMonday, Tuesday, Thursday & Fridays 9AM -5PM
Wednesdays 9AM-6PM • Saturdays 9AM-NoonWednesdays 9AM-6PM • Saturdays 9AM-Noon

Specializing in American V-TwinSpecializing in American V-Twin

Over 20 years experience

Gift Gift 
CertificatesCertificates
AvailableAvailable

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

Best Vehicle Lineup! 
Best Sales Experience!

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com

Treat Yourself, It’s Time! We make it Easy!

508-885-1000508-885-1000
366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield

OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889
ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 

for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

Lexus tank not easy to fill – what’s the deal?
Q. I have a Lexus ES 350 which 

I bought new in 2019. The 
car has a 16-gallon fuel tank 

but will stop at approximately 13.5 
gallons and will only fill fully if the 
pump is on the slowest setting. If 
the pump is full pressure it never 
completely fills with gas. I com-
plained to the dealership several 
times, but the say nothing can be 

done about 
this situation. I 
also had a 2012 
Lexus ES 350, 
but I never had 
this problem. 
After I fill up, 
I can check 
the computer 
monitor on 
the dashboard 
and because 

the tank isn’t full, I basically get 
75 less miles per tankful. Now I 
realize that you are not to top the 
fuel tank off, but 2.5 gallons, that’s 
crazy. Have you ever heard of this 
problem before and what can be 
done about it? I travel a lot and on 
long distances it makes for more 
frequent stops.

A. I suspect the dealer is cor-
rect, there is nothing you 
can do. The only real way 

to tell is to start with a completely 
empty tank(dry) and see what is 
going on. The tank empty has a 
capacity of 15.9 gallons. Even when 
you run out of gas there is always 
at least a gallon of gas in the tank. 
This car, like many, uses available 
gasoline to cool the fuel pump. 
Perhaps Lexus to maintain the life 
of the fuel pump and keeps the fuel 
level higher by signaling gallons/
miles to empty early. Normally 
when the low fuel light comes on 
with most cars there is usually 
two gallons of gas left in the tank, 
about a 50-mile range and then it 
still never completely empties out 
the tank.  The issue could be that 
the indicator is wrong, or the tank 
could be damaged preventing a 
complete fill. Although I suspect if 
you drove this car until it ran out 
of gas and stalled there would still 
be ½ to maybe as much as 1 gallon 
of fuel still in the tank. You are also 
correct that overfilling the tank 
trying to fill it completely is detri-
mental to the evaporative emission 
system. 

Q. I own a 2007 Ford Shelby 
GT 500 with a Shaker 500 
audio system. When my 

battery went dead I changed it 
with the identical battery from 
Ford. Since then, I cannot retrieve 
or insert CDs into the unit. The 
radio says it is off, but it constantly 
makes a ratcheting noise and 
drains the battery down after a few 
days. Have you heard of this or 

know of a fix that can be done?

A. Unfortunately, this is a 
common problem with the 
Shaker 500 audio system 

with the six-CD changer. It appears 
the only fix is to replace or send the 
unit out for repair. Some people 
have taken the radio apart and 
disconnected the CD tray power 
supply and live without the CD 
changer. On the Mustang forums 
this also pops up as a common 
issue. Still before I gave up and 
purchased a new radio, I would 
try disconnecting the radio power 
supply and re-connecting and see if 
the CD changer cycles off. 

Q. Several years ago, my 
Honda dealer recommend-
ed changing the timing belt 

even though my Accord had only 
65,000 miles on it.  I now have 
127,000 miles on the car.  Should I 
replace the timing belt again or can 
I wait a little longer?  What is ideal 
for timing belts?  

A. Depending on the engine 
and year, but as a general 
rule Honda recommends, 

under normal conditions, replac-
ing the timing belt at intervals of 
105,000 miles or every 84 months 
whichever comes first. So, de-
pending on how long ago it was 
replaced you likely have quite some 
time left before you need to do it 
again. The general rule of five years 
or 60,000 miles that was consid-
ered normal years back has been 
extended quite a bit. The dealer 
may have been a bit aggressive 
in the first timing belt replace-
ment. When in doubt, check the 
owner’s manual. 

Q. Can you recommend a 
shop where I can get my 
transmission repairs done 

for a 2008 Subaru Tribeca? I tried 
the dealer, and they didn’t seem 
very interested in helping me out. 

A. I would start with a check 
of AAA Approved Auto 
repair network. Go to aaa.

com/repair, enter your zip code 
to find a AAA Approved shop 
near you. The local shop may not 
do transmission repairs since it is 
a specialty, but they may have a 
transmission shop they work with 
on a regular basis that provides 
quality service that they could 
recommend. 

Q. I am looking for a small 
affordable SUV. I want 
all-wheel-drive and it still 

needs to be fun to drive. Does 
anything come to mind? 

A. I recently spent some time 
in the Mazda CX-30, it 
is a compact SUV, that 

can seat four adults and with the 
rear seats folded has decent cargo 
space. If you want fun to drive, you 
will need to step up to the turbo-
charged engine. With up to 250 
horsepower (premium fuel is not 
required but does boost horse-
power) and the better than average 
handling, this little SUV is fun to 
drive. Like many of Mazda’s mod-
els there seems to be a little Miata 
DNA in this SUV. On the down-
side, fuel economy is just okay, and 
the infotainment system can be a 
bit frustrating. 

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s 
Car Doctor. He has over forty 
years’ experience and is an ASE-
certified master technician. He 
will answer readers’ questions 

each week. Email your questions 
to jpaul@aaanortheast.com. Fol-
low John on Twitter @johnfpaul 
and friend him on Facebook at 
mrjohnfpaul.
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

Harris Brothers Waste Removal
 459 Thompson Rd., Thompson, CT • (774) 446-9975

You can schedule dumpster sale right on line at www.harrisbrotherswaste.com

Boat and Camper Disposal

Serving Webster 
and surrounding 

Worcester County towns

•Dumpster Rentals •Junk Removal •Cleanouts •Demolition Services

GREAT CHEAP RATES
10 yard dumpster $300
15 yard dumpster $350
20 yard dumpster $450

Drop off your 
old Refrigerators,  
TVs & ACs for only 

$10.00 each  

~ Open 24/7 ~ 

ANNOUNCING NEW LOCATION • SAME GREAT RATES!

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding • Roofing
Replacement Windows • Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501

Tel 508-832-5981
Fax (508) 832-0464

The Spectre Leaguers: Part II
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

If you missed Part 1, go to www.
theyankeexpress.com

On July 14, the whole garri-
son spied a half dozen men 
who were now in gunshot 

range of them. Babson and his 
fellow townsmen set out in hot 
pursuit of the strangers. Babson 
saw two and took aim, pulling 

the trigger of his gun but it would 
not fire, thus allowing the two to 
get away. He then saw three more 
exiting the swamp where he then 
shouldered his rifle and fired at 
them. All three fell at once. Bab-
son yelled to his companions that 
he had shot all three, but when he 
approached them, the three dead 
men rose and stole away into the 
night. One of them returned a 

volley that hissed by Babson’s ear, 
implanting the bullet into a tree. 

  Babson and his comrades 
took cover and plotted another 
attack upon where the spctres 
were now concealed. Once 
again, the strange beings rose 
and retreated but not before 
one could be hit by a shot from 
Babson’s rifle. As they closed in 
on the casualty, they were taken 
by a sudden horror; the place 
where the enemy had fallen was 
void of a body. It was clear to 
the exhausted men that neither 
lead nor iron was useful against 
whatever demons had come to 
torture them. No sooner had they 
reached the garrison when more 
were spotted roaming about the 
brush just out of gunshot reach.

The next day, Babson went 
out to the harbor to warn of the 
visitors and the danger that may 
follow. As Drake puts it,

“While on his way thither he 
was waylaid and fired at by the 
‘unnaccountable troublers,’ who, 
strange to say, loaded theor guns 
with real bullets, as poor Babson 
was near finding out to his cost. 
Having procured help, the neigh-
borhood was scoured for traces 
of the attacking party, two of 
whom were seen, but not being of 
mortal flesh and blood, could not 
be harmed by lead or steel.”

For several days, scouts 
combed the vicinity of the gar-
rison in search of the spectres. 
One day the scouting party spied 
eleven men departing an orchard 
where they were performing 
strange incantations. Richard 
Dolliver fired into the assemblage 
but, as before, the bullets did 
nothing but make them scatter. It 
now became more evident than 
before, in Drake’s words that the 
“strange visitors bore a charmed 
life, and that the cape was in 
great peril fro this diabolical 
invasion…” 

A regiment of sixty men from 
Ipswich were called in to assist 
in the fight against the unearthly 
visitors who for a fortnight had 
continually appeared in various 
places, harassing the people of 
Gloucester. Though repeatedly 
shot at, not one was killed or 
injured. The assailants beat on 
barns with clubs, threww stones, 
whooped and made various 
noises much to the resemblance 
of a poltergeist more than a foe 
wishing to annihilate an enemy. 
To make matters more supernatu-
ral, they left no footprints in the 
sands or swamps where they were 
seen and chased.

It was a matter of time before 
the spectres began confronting 
the soldiers of the garrison. Three 
of them were seen one morn-
ing by Babson walking toward 
him with no fear or apprehen-
sion. Babson quickly hid and 
waited until they were within 
stones reach. He then shouldered 

his rifle and fired at them. The 
powder flashed in the pan, but no 
shot projected from the barrel. 
he tried repeatedly to shoot them 
with no success as the phantoms 
passed by without as much as 
flinching. He later was able to fire 
the gun several times in succes-
sion without fail. There was only 
one explanation Bason could 
come up with; the wraiths had 
charmed his rifle so it would not 
harm them. 

In time, the visitors either grew 
weary of their diabolical pranks 
or had better things to do some-
where else. The odd happen-
ings ceased as quick as they had 
started. One account states that 
it was not just the spctres going 
away but divine intervention that 
played a role in their retreat. 

It was decided that if mortal 
tools could not harm the spec-
tres, then the only answer was to 
pray to their savior for redemp-
tion from the evil. The people of 
the garrison converged and began 
praying for salvation. Their plan 
seemed to have worked, for it was 
not very long before the spec-
tres were gone for good and the 
people of Cape Ann were relieved 
of the devil’s minions that had 
for some time kept them in fear 
of being taken by the evils that 
prevailed at the time. 

John Greenleaf Whittier wrote 
of the phenomenon that belea-
guered the people of Gloucester 
in his poem, The Garrison Of 
Cape Ann. 

Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

Hospice Stays • Respite Care

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway
Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800

www.vhmeadows.com
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SPORTS

Running To Get Into College
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Shepherd Hill’s Anthony 
Graves had never really 
thought about running track 

until his freshman season. Pri-
oritizing football as his number 
one sport, he was looking for 
something to do to keep himself 
ready for football season. With a 
lot of his football family par-
ticipating in track following the 
season he was encourages to try 

it out and once he stepped onto 
that track he would never be the 
same.

“I had never run track until 
last winter, football was always 
my main focus,” Graves said. “I 
was quick on the football field, 
but I found a whole new level on 
the track. I found a passion run-
ning track, it’s all about myself 
and I was locked in.” 
Although a first-time runner 
last winter for the Rams, when 
Graves took to the track he 
looked like a veteran runner. 
During the indoor season he 
posted a personal best of 38.89 
(breaking the school’s freshman 
record) in the 300 and a 56.47 
running the 400. 

“He joined the team as a fresh-
man and relatively quickly made 
an impact contributing to the 
team’s success,” Coach Len Har-
mon said. “He is very disciplined 

and like most athletes who excel, 
he pays attention to detail by 
doing drills the right way, study-
ing and executing proper sprint 
technique and mechanics, while 
also working on overlooked 
aspects of sprinting such as bal-
ance, stability and power.”

In addition to running the 
300 and 400 during the winter 
season, Graves will also take part 
in the 4x200 relay team for Shep-
herd Hill. It was the 300 that al-
lowed the then freshman to take 

his running to the next level. 
“I just fell in love with the 

300 during that winter season,” 
he said. “I medaled in the event 
during the Freshman / Sopho-
more Meet and as a sophomore 
this year my goal is to get back 
there and to be in the top three.”

By the time that Graves’ first 
indoor season came to a close, 
according to Harmon, the 
Shepherd Hill athlete recorded 
the top freshman time in the 300 
and 400 and posted the second 
fastest time in the 600, while 
also becoming the 6th fastest 
runner in the 55-meter dash 
in Rams history. Graves also 
participated as the lead leg of the 
4 x 200 relay team that was one 
of the best in Central Massachu-
setts, while positing the fourth 
fastest time in school history. 

With all his accolades on the 
track that first season, the fresh-

man earned himself a spot in the 
Nike Nationals at the Armory in 
New York were running in the 
400 his time put him fourth on 
the all-time indoor list. It was 
here in New York that Graves 
realized that track could give 
him a foot in the door at going 
to college.

“Last year having the oppor-
tunity to qualify for the Nike 
Nationals in NY opened my eyes 
and I realized that I could actu-
ally go places with track,” Graves 
said. “Following the winter 
season, it came to me that if I 
wanted to pursue college, track 
could be the sport that got me 
in. To be able to run at different 
colleges throughout the country 
would be amazing.”

Harmon noted that the fresh-
man struggled a bit with some 
nagging pain in his hip flexor, 
but instead of using it as a crutch 
he was able to go to physical 
therapy and make some adjust-
ments to his mechanics and 
was ready to go for the spring 
season. Performances continued 
to grow as Graves was part of 
Shepherd Hill’s 4 x 100 team that 
won the Central Mass Invita-
tional, was third in the District E 
Relay Meet and finished first in 
the MidWach A League Champi-
onship Meet.

Graves also stepped up in the 
League Championship Meet 
when the Ram’s senior captain 
suffered a hamstring injury. The 
freshman took on the 200-me-
ter dash and although not even 
ranked in the top eight heading 
into the meet was able to grab 
second place and finished a mere 
1/10th of a second way from first 
place. He also finished seventh 
in the 400 at the statewide large 
school Freshman / Sophomore 
Meet, which ranks him as the 
number two freshman in the 
event in school history.

Much like the indoor sea-
son, the newcomer to running 
continued to show everyone that 
running was indeed his passion.

“His performances in outdoor 
track qualified him for a trip to 
Oregon to compete in the Nike 
Nationals in the 100 meter,” the 
Coach said. “The facility on 
the campus of the University of 
Oregon is one of the premiere 
facilities in the world and has 
hosted National, International, 
Olympic Trials and Collegiate 
national Championships. At the 
Nationals Tony finished 25th in 
the nation, running a personal 
best time of 11.66 which ranks 
in the top 15 all time in school 

history and is number two for 
freshman all time in the event.”

As a first-time runner with 
Shepherd Hill, Graves took 
home Rookie of the Year honors 
in both the indoor and outdoor 
track seasons, so needless to say 
Coach Harmon is very excited 
about the upcoming indoor 
season to see what he can do as 
a second-year runner. According 
to the Coach, Graves has already 
assumed a leadership role and 
has been independently working 
with two other sophomores dur-
ing the off season to prepare for 
the upcoming indoor season.

As he gets ready for his sopho-
more season, Graves is hoping 

that he can shave as much time 
as possible off his times as well 
as continuing with his nutrition 
program.

 “It used to be whatever I 
could find I put into my body,” 
he said. “I’m more disciplined 
now and have much more energy 
and my focus in school has im-
proved. I want to do better in the 
indoor season and when spring 
comes I’m going to be shooting 
for that number one spot in the 
200, where I finished second last 
year.”            

Anthony Graves of Shepherd Hill Regional High School in Charlton (yellow running shoes) 
started his high school athletic career in football, but quickly evolved into a top runner

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA
508-865-4193

Open: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 • Closed Christmas Day, Dec. 26 and New Years Day

4 Cedar St., Sturbridge, MA
  508-347-BIRD  (2473)

“It’s the place the birds are talking about.”

Birdseed • Bird feeders 
Bird Houses • Books
Windchimes • Binoculars
A Unique Variety of Gifts!

Gift Certificates Gift Certificates 
AvailableAvailable

The Night Owl
CHRISTMAS

Dec.15th, 6:30

Join us for Join us for 
an eveningan evening
of shopping, of shopping, 
appetizers appetizers 
and entertainmentand entertainment



14  The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • December 8, 2023

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

Artists Wanted
Booklovers’ Gourmet, located 

at 72 East Main Street in 
Webster, is continuing their 

mission to offer space in their 
cafe gallery to showcase the talent 
of local artists through monthly 
exhibits. To consider applying for 
a month in 2024, please read the 
guidelines below.

• Original artwork in any 
media including photography, 
painting, drawing, collage, fabric, 
etc. 3-D work is allowed as long 
as it hangs on the wall.

• Expect to show 12-20 pieces, 
depending on size.

• All work must be framed, 
ready to hang.

• Not all work need be for sale, 
but is highly encouraged.

• Pricing is at the sole discre-
tion of the artist.

• A 30% commission will be 
taken on any sales during or as a 
result of the show.

•An artist’s reception is offered 
during the month of display, usu-
ally on a Saturday afternoon.

• Artists are responsible for 
delivering and picking up work 
as well as providing a list of titles 
and prices with corresponding 
labels of the back of each piece.

• Upon acceptance, a brief art-
ist bio, show description and title 
as well as an image representing 
the work in jpg format should be 
emailed to the store for promo-
tional purposes.

• Booklovers’ Gourmet will 

promote the show widely through 
its website, email newsletter, local 
press releases and social media. 
Artists are strongly encouraged 
to do the same and invite their 
friends and family to see the 
show.

• Previous artists may ap-
ply again as long as they will be 
showing new work.

Review of work may be done in 
person or via email. Send samples 
in jpg format to deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com along with your 
requested month or make an 
appointment to come in Tuesday-
Friday 10am-5pm. Months are 
reserved on a first-come, first-
served basis. For any questions, 
please call 508-949-6232.

New England Steak and Seafood
11 UXBRIDGE RD., MENDON, MA

Christmas Dinner To Go!

Announces 
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF 2023
LET US DO THE WORK FOR YOU! Boneless for your convenience. 

Call 508-478-0871
Cooking fee $10 or ready to cook - your choice

Full Boneless
PRIME RIB

Feeds 14 people
With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus 

and Dessert
FULL RIB  $499.99

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY DEC. 22ND AND PICKED UP ON DEC. 24TH BETWEEN 1PM & 3PM
“NOTE PLEASE ORDER EARLY”

EXTRAS:
Pumpkin Bread

$16.99 doz.
Cinnamon Rolls

$16.99 doz.
Onion Rolls
$16.99 doz.

Half Boneless
PRIME RIBO

R Feeds 7 people
With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus 

and Dessert
HALF RIB  $259.99

Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library 
40 Schofield Ave., Dudley
508-949-8021
Library Hours & Holiday Closings:
Monday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Monday, Dec. 
25

DECEMBER EVENTS:
Movie Mondays; 2 – 4 p.m. 

Dec. 11 Jingle All the Way
Dec. 18 Elf

Pearle Jam Concert Series
Thursday, Dec. 14; 6-7 p.m. 
David Polansky
Fun for all ages! Children 

under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult.

Sponsored by the Hugh W. and 
Harriet K. Crawford Endowment

CRAWFORD LIBRARY BOOK GROUP
Monday, Dec. 18; 6-7:30 p.m.
Book being read is “Horse” by 

Geraldine Brooks
Books are available at the cir-

culation desk for check-out one 
month prior to discussion. No 
registration required.

QUILTING GROUP 
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. For 

quilters and those who want to 
learn how. Bring your projects. 
All skill levels welcome!           

KNIT AND CROCHET GROUP
Thursdays 5:30-7:30
Fridays 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
All stitchers welcome!

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
All children 12 and under must 

be accompanied by an adult
Guest Reader Story Time
Monday, Dec. 11 and 18; 5:30 – 

6:30 p.m. 
Guest reader with activities. 

Thursdays; 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Dungeons & Dragons Game
The game with action, adven-

ture and drama in a role playing 
game. Geared towards kids that 
are looking to learn about playing 

and have some short adventures.
Thursday, Dec. 21; 10:30 – 

11:15

DEB’S SING & SWING
Thursday, Dec. 21; 10:30-11:15 

a.m.
This is an interactive program 

featuring singing, guitar music, 
dancing, rhythm instruments, 
stories and variety of fun props, 
including a parachute, beanbags, 
scarves, and pom poms. These 
programs are theme-based, and 
cover everything from holidays 
and seasons to dinosaurs and 
bugs!

Children 12 and under need to 
be accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library
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WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Call today 
for a FREE 
estimate.

Over 300 Colors 
in Actual Slabs 

in Yard

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

36 Years
 In Business 

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

Autumn SaleAutumn Sale

Christmas Messages and Reflections from 
Area Houses of Worship
BY JANET STOICA

As Christmas 2023 approaches 
bringing with it the com-
mercialism and stress that 

has now become our Christmas 
season, it seems most appropriate 
to reflect on what Christmas was 
truly meant to be. The unfortunate 
mania of scurrying about buying 
sometimes meaningless holiday 
gifts appears to have taken away 
what the deep and thoughtful 
message of sincere Christianity is 
all about – that is, peace among 
mankind and the joy that the 
Christ Child brought to the world 
over two thousand years ago. In 
years past, several parish com-
munities in our area offered the 
following words for many of us 
to reflect upon and we sincerely 
thank them for their contributions 
as they still resonate in the current 
year.

At The Charlton Baptist 
Church, Pastor Stephen Nordbye 
cited a Washington Post col-
umnist, Gene Weingarten, who 
described the following event in 
his writing: “During morning 
commute in Washington DC, no 
one paid much attention to the 
man who entered the subway 
station, took out a violin, and 
began playing. Hundreds passed 
by. Some stopped to listen; a few 
threw change into his violin case. 
Total take – $37.  Unbeknownst to 
all, the man was virtuoso Joshua 
Bell, playing a $3 million dollar 
Stradivarius violin. Earlier, people 
had paid over $100 to hear him in 
concert.  This was set up by a re-
porter conducting an experiment 
-- ‘in an ordinary place and at an 
inconvenient time, would beauty 
transcend?’” Using this most 
relevant example, Pastor Nordbye 
mentioned that “2000 years ago 
Divine Beauty transcended ‘an 
ordinary place’ at just the right 
time.  God slipped incognito into 
human existence as a baby born 
in Bethlehem.  Few realized this 
child was in fact, “Emmanuel” 
(God with us); Jesus, savior of the 
world. This Christmas, will you 

pass him by?” 
According to the church’s web 

page, current Interim Pastor is 
George Kohl and Associate Pastor 
is Trevor Berg. Charlton Baptist 
Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
Charlton MA 01507. Phone: (508) 
248-4488. To learn more about 
their Mass schedules, please visit 
their website: www.charltonbap-
tist.org  

Reverend (Chris) Krzysztof 
Korcz, Pastor of St. Andrew 
Bobola Parish in Dudley spoke 
about how another Christmas is 
upon us. “‘Long ago, God spoke 
to our ancestors in many and 
various ways by the prophets, but 
in these last days he has spoken 
to us by a Son,’ said the letter to 
the Hebrews. God sends His Son 
to be cared for, protected, and 
listened to by us. Mary and Joseph 
accepted God’s hope by accepting 
the responsibility of being earthly 
parents for a baby sent from 
God. They held him and cared 
for him, listened to his cries, and 
learned to understand what was 
in his mind and his heart. They 
cared for this child and raised 
him in love. They gave the child a 
home, and found new life in their 
relationship with Jesus.  The glory 
of God lives among us; the story 
of Christmas is told and retold 
day after day as God invites us 
to share in the kingdom He has 
prepared for us through His son. 
The story of Christmas is the story 
of how God’s Kingdom enters our 
lives. We tell the story not only in 
words, but in the language that 
is beyond words: by how we live. 
In our baptismal promises we 
covenant to proclaim by word and 
example the Good News of God in 
Christ. And our example, how we 
live, is part of telling the story.  We 
are called to tell the story all the 
time, but it is most urgent not in 
times of comfort and power, but in 
times of need; not in moments of 
glory, but rather in calls for help. 
And we can experience Christmas 
throughout the year as we learn 
to hear and understand the cries 
of children and adults who live 

in need, who ask for help. The 
world associates Christmas with 
children and not just because of 
the birth of the baby Jesus. I think 
one reason we associate Christmas 
with children is that children are 
quick to identify what they want 
and ask for it -- sometimes loudly 
and insistently! And children are 
just as quick to show their joy 
when they get what they need, and 
their dismay when they don’t get 
what they asked for specially. Both 
the world and the church associ-
ate Christmas with the poor and 
the outcast and not just because 
the story tells us of the traveling 
family forced to bed down in a 
stable. People who are poor and 
openly display their needs. We can 
tell what they need, because we 
see so clearly what they don’t have. 
Christmas is a story about all of us 
receiving that which we most want 
and need: love -- a strong, uncon-
ditional love. The Christmas story 
is about how God loves us and 
that he asks us to be partners in 
loving people with whom we live 
in this world. God asks us, like 
Joseph and Mary, to learn to hear 
and understand the cries of chil-
dren, older people, people who are 
sick, poor, and needy. The Word 
became flesh and lives among us. 
May each day be Christmas, and 
may we tell the story by our lives 
each day: the story of how we 
cared for the presence of Christ 
entrusted to us, by caring for each 
other and for ourselves, and love 
as we have been loved.  Christmas 
day is a special time of the year. It 
is a time when our spirits, burst-
ing with joy, are uplifted towards 
God. It is a day when the glory of 
God manifests itself very clearly 
in each and every one of us who 
are celebrating the coming of Jesus 
into the world. I wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas! May God bless 

you and your family.” St. Andrew 
Bobola Church, 54 West Main 
Street, Dudley MA 01571. Phone: 
(508) 943-5633. Mass schedules 
can be found on their website: 
standrewbobola.com 

Reverend Charles Borowski 
of St. Joseph Basilica in Web-
ster (who has since passed on) 
said “each one of us has various 
memories and thoughts about 
the celebration of Christmas. 
Memories and thoughts change 
as we advance in years. In our 
younger years, most of us I am 
sure, have fond memories of writ-
ing a letter to Santa and expecting 
our requests to be answered on 
Christmas Day. For those of us 
growing older, family, friends, 
visits, food, and perhaps Church 
services bring about pleasant 
thoughts and memories and all of 
us anticipate the snowfall before 
Christmas Eve. Snow made the 
special season complete. As my 
Christmas message, I would like 
to share with you some special 
thoughts and memories which 
I thought about when I was 
younger. I remember getting the 
Christmas tree, decorating it and 
decorating our outside front door. 
My special job was to set up the 
nativity scene. But what if these 
nativity scene figures came to life? 
What questions would I ask them? 
To Joseph: How come you never 
said a word in scripture? You were 
always obedient to God’s will and 
took care of the Holy Family. To 
Mary: Were you tired after the 
journey from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem and were you disappointed 
with the place you gave birth to 
Jesus? To the angels: Were you 
always the faithful messengers of 
God in the Old and New Testa-
ments and did people always listen 
to you or did they disregard your 
messages like some of us do today 

with our Guardian Angels? To 
the shepherds and Magi (Kings): 
Why did you go in haste to see 
the Christ Child? Your journeys 
were long and the scriptures say 
‘the Magi paid Him homage and 
offered Him gifts.’ What about 
the animals in the stable? They 
offered their manger. The sheep 
came to meet their Shepherd. And 
the donkey, which people make 
fun of, had the very important 
job of carrying Mary and Jesus to 
Bethlehem. What kind of town 
was Bethlehem like? The name 
means ‘House of Bread.’ It was 
the place where Jesus ‘The Bread’ 
from heaven chose to be born. 
Why wasn’t there any room for 
the Holy Family? Couldn’t anyone 
care enough to invite a woman 
who was about to give birth into 
their home? Surely someone had 
some room besides an empty 
manger. As for us? If you had the 
chance, how would you change 
the Nativity scene? If given the 
chance, what figure would you 
like to become? Maybe we have 
become lifeless figures during the 
past year and maybe we can come 
to life at Christmastime and begin 
to experience a new life of caring 
and sharing and giving – not only 
for gifts but of ourselves in help-
ing to make this a better world, 
community, and family. The above 
questions can be answered by 
you. If you ask Jesus what gift you 
can give Him, I’m sure his answer 
would be ‘Love God and your 
neighbor as yourself.” To learn the 
schedule of Masses, please visit 
their website: parish.stjosephweb-
ster.com Pastor, Rev. Grzegorz 
Chodkowski. St. Joseph Basilica, 
47 Whitcomb Street, Webster MA 
01570. Phone: (508) 943-0467.  
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time 
for publication. Email your calendar or 
event notice to news@theyankeexpress.
com. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
• Auburn Recreation and Culture is hosting 
its 10th Annual Holiday Craft Fair from 9 

a.m. – 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9 (snow date 
Dec. 10) at Auburn High School, 99 Auburn 
Street, Auburn. 
150+ Craft Vendors will help you get into 
the spirit of the holiday season. Santa will 
be making an appearance from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., so bring the kids. There will be activi-
ties, food, drawing, face painting and much 
more. For more information please Contact 
the Recreation & Culture Division or call 
508-832-7736.

• Annual Holiday Bazaar 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Webster Town Hall Auditorium, 350 Main 
Street 
• Light It Up: A Christmas Concert with 
Whitinsville Christian School alumnus and 
Nashville star Jay Bragg Basiner, 7:30-9 
p.m. at 279 Linwood Avenue. Tickets $17.
• Celebrate with a traditional Christ-
mas stroll in Sutton’s historic village of 
Manchaug. The free community event 
incorporates food, history, shopping and 
holiday merriment from 4- 8 p.m.
• Light It Up: A Christmas Concert with 
Whitinsville Christian School Alumnus Jay 
Bragg Basiner. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Whitinsville 
Christian School, Nehemiah Center for the 
Arts and Worship, 279 Linwood Avenue 
Northbridge, Tickets $17. From Whitinsville 
Christian School alumnus to Nashville star. 
Stories, songs and a whole lot of Christmas 
cheer from a career musician, songwriter 
and ’99 WCS alumnus.
• Christmas Party at the Polish American 
Club, 167 Mendon Street, Uxbridge.  Music, 
food, Ugly Christmas outfit contest. From 
6-11 p.m., $20 at the door. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
• Free holiday concert by The Blue Shades 
Clarinets at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
446 Hamilton Street, Southbridge. Free-will 
offering to be given to Rosilda’s Kitchen at 
the First Methodist Church. Refreshments 
to follow the concert. For more information, 
contact holytrinityouthbridge@gmail.com, 
508-765-9559.
• Music at the Farm at 2 p.m. Grace Note 
Farm, 969 Jackson Schoolhouse Road, 
Pascoag, Rhode Island. Soprano Emma 
Robertson, tenor David Rivera Bozon 
and •Pianist Elia Dagher will perform a 
combination of Italian and Colombian Art 
song, traditional folk songs, Bach solo piano 
pieces, Bach Christmas Oratorio, Handel’s 
Messiah and European Christmas carols. 
Call 401-567-0354 to reserve a seat, $30 for 
adults, children $15.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
•Wreaths Across America will make a stop 
for a short ceremony at 1:15 p.m.  Chester 
P. Tuttle Post 279, at 88 Bancroft Street, Au-
burn. There will be a convoy of trailer trucks 
carrying the wreaths that will be placed on 
veterans graves at Arlington National Cem-
etery and buses carrying Gold Star families 
and volunteers. All are welcome to attend.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Story Time at the Willard House and Clock 
Museum, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. for pre-schoolers 
and siblings. Children will hear a few 
stories, take a short museum tour and make 
a craft, 11 Willard Street, North Grafton.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
• Spirit of Christmas Past presentation by 
Tufts University faculty member will explore 
the development of Christmas in New 
England from 1600 – 1900 at 6:30 p.m. 
at Northbridge Memorial Town Hall. Light 
refreshments.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
• Birch Alley Brass Ensemble, Valley Chapel 
Uxbridge. Thirty-five student and profes-
sional musicians from Uxbridge, Hopedale, 
Mendon, Northbridge and Milford in 
their 12th annual performance of carols 
from around the world. At 7 p.m. at Valley 
Chapel, Uxbridge. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
•For over 65 years the Auburn Fire Rescue 
Department has brought Santa around 
town in the Fire Truck to visit children and 
adults throughout the community. It has 
become a tradition shared in families for 
generations. The route will start at ap-
proximately 11 a.m. from the Drury Square 
Fire Station on Auburn Street. Times are 
approximate when listed. Please be patient 
as this is all dependent upon traffic and 

Happenings!

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 19 

Can you take out the red circle all together, and 
then under photo have it say Dine In & Take Out 
Always Available and for coupon have the begin-
ning say Buy any Meal 

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas

5050%%offoff
Buy any meal, get 50% off the 2nd meal

 of equal or lesser value with 
beverages purchased. Dine in only. 

1 per table/party. Not combinable with other 
offers or specials.  Offer expires 12-31-23

Online orders with pickup or delivery

Dine-in and Take-out 
Always Available

Kitchen Design • Kitchen Cabinets • Doors
Pine Molding • Windows • Hardware

Hardwood Floors • Custom Orders

600 Park Ave., Worcester • 508.831.9900 • www.plywoodplus.com

Family Owned and Operated
#1 Merillat Dealer in Worcester County
Builder’s Premium Supplier

Free Kitchen Design
Delivery Available
Personalized Customer Care

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver your inserts.

Perfect for Big Events, Coupons, Menus & More!

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999 Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, please contact 
Diane Galipeau at 774-364-0296 or by email at dgalipeau@yankeexpress.com
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        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

ON POINT NUTRITION
Fall Specials

Shakes and Teas
•Pumpkin Pie
•Hazelnut
•Apple Pumpkin Cider
•Apple Cider Donuts
•Bonfire
•Pumpkin Spice
•Apple Cider
•Harvest Sangria

Community Events
November

•Soldier Care Package

•Thankful Bingo Night

•Veterans Day - 
Military Discount

Save time
and Call Ahead
on Regular or 
Large Orders

129 E. Main St. Suite 2
Webster, MA
508-461-9076

www.onpointnutrition01570@gmail.com

Gift
Certificates
Available

NowMon. 7-2, Tues. 7-3, Wed.-Fri. 7-4, Sat.-Sun. 8-1

Very Merry Dickens 
Carolers come to 
Samuel Slater 
Experience Dec. 10
The Very Merry Dickens Carol-

ers will bring the music of the 
holiday season to the Samuel 

Slater Experience museum on Sun-
day, December 10, at 5 p.m.  

A professional group of a cap-
pella singers, the Very Merry Dick-
ens Carolers look the part in period 
costumes. Their repertoire of 4-part 

harmony features a variety of styles, 
including traditional, swing, and 
jazz. 

Holiday refreshments are in-
cluded in the price of admission.

Tickets can be purchased online 
at https://samuelslaterexperience.
org, by phone at 508-461-2911, 
or at the box office during regular 
open hours. Admission is $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 12 and 
under. 

Come spent a little time indulg-
ing in the holiday spirit on Web-
ster’s recreated “Main Street” at the 
Samuel Slater Experience museum, 
31 Ray Street, Webster.  

This event is sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council as 
part of its festival grant program.

About Samuel Slater Experience
Samuel 

Slater 
Experience 
opened last 
year to tell 
the story 
of Samuel 
Slater, the 
begin-
nings of 
the Ameri-

can Industrial Revolution, and 
Slater’s impact on mill towns such 
as Webster, Massachusetts. The 
museum employs advanced digital 
technology with immersive video 
and interactive exhibits to recreate 
two time periods: the early 1800s 
and the early 1900s. For more 
information and tickets, visit www.
samuelslaterexperience.org.

Blackstone River and Canal 
Heritage State Park Events
Walk along the historic canal, which was once used for trade in the 1800s

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
Hike to Little Purgatory, 2-3 

p.m.
Purgatory Chasm State Reserva-

tion
Meet at the Visitor Center and 

head south on Charley’s Loop 
until you reach Little Purgatory, 
a miniature version of the park’s 

iconic chasm.
Then continue on Charley’s 

Loop back to the VC. ~1.25 miles 
over moderate terrain.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
Tri-State Marker Hike, 1-4 p.m.
Douglas State Forest
Meet at the parking area by the 

Wallum Lake Boat Launch and 
head west on the Coffeehouse Trail 
to the Mid State Trail. When the 
Mid

State turns south, stay straight 
on the SNETT trail and follow it to 
the Tri State Trail and then on to 
where three states meet!

Webster Senior Center
5 Church Street
508-949-3845

The Senior Center will close 
at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
22 (lunch will be served) 

and will stay closed until Friday, 
Dec. 29. It will be closed again on 
Monday, Jan. 1 in observance of 
New Year’s Day.

SHINE counselor is available 
at the Senior Center to help with 
your health insurance needs, Call 
508-949-3845.

Mass Health Application 
Assistance: Tri-Valley Inc. has 
certified application counselors 
available to assist you. Appoint-
ments are available Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and 
Wednesdays 1 – 4 p.m. at the 
Tri-Valley office in Dudley. Call 
508-949-6640 to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Appointments are also avail-
able 9 – 11 a.m. at the Webster 
Senior Center. Call 508-949-3845 

to schedule an interview at the 
Senior Center.

The Worcester County Sher-
iff ’s Office House Numbering 
Program will create a custom 
wooden sign with your house 
number free of charge. One sign 
per senior household. Please stop 
by the Webster Senior Center or 
give us a call if you are interested 
in having a house number sign 
made for you. (508) 949-3845.

Weekly activities
CHAIR DANCING WITH 

FORTY ARROYO RETURNS  
Mondays, Dec.13! Chair dancing 
is the perfect workout for any 
fitness ability!  Come join us on 
Mondays 9:30 - 10:30 am $3.00 
per class.

Knit/Crochet Mondays 10 a.m. 
Bingo  Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m. 

Bingo sheets are not sold after 
12:45 p.m.

Progressive Pitch Wednesdays, 
1 p.m.

13-card Pitch Thursdays 1 p.m. 
Cribbage 1 p.m. Thursdays

Mahjongg 1 p.m. Fridays
Coloring Workshop with Sta-

cey. Friday, Dec. 15 – 10 a.m.  $5 
per class. Sign up at front desk.

Lunch is served Tuesday – 
Thursday at 11:30 a.m. $3 dona-
tion appreciated. Call 48 hours in 
advance.

Monday, Dec. 18 at 1 p.m. 
Movie matinee “Nyad.” The 
true story of athlete Diana Nyad 
who at 60 years old achieved her 
life-long dream of of a 110 mile 
open ocean swim from Cuba to 
Florida.

Ice Cream Social Thursday, 
Dec. 21 at 12 p.m. Sponsored by 
Webster Manor, Sign up at the 
Senior Center front desk.
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508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
 Tractor Service • Tune-Ups & Repairs 

Pickup & Delivery  

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

“Images of America, Webster” book

13 Cook Street, 
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, 
MILLBURY, WEBSTER, GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning • 24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

Timeless gifts from 
the good old days
I f you are longing for a traditional, less harried Christmas season, you 

won’t want to miss Christmas by Candlelight at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage.  This popular holiday event kicked off on November 24 and is 

open select Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays through December 30.
The malls aren’t the only place you can shop for gifts. Unique, Village-

made holiday items are 
available at the Sturbridge 
Village Miner Grant Store 
during this shopping 
event and the Ox & Yoke 
Mercantile which opens 
daily at 10 a.m. and does 
not require admission to 
the Village.

 Visitors who would 
like to give the gift of 
something handmade, can 
learn about crafts made 
throughout the Village, purchase craft kits for gift giving, or try their skill 
at hand dipping candles.

 Your family, friends and out-of-town visitors will find themselves 
enchanted as they step back in time to celebrate a New England Christ-
mas in the 19th Century.  Enter Village households to watch traditional 
craft making demonstrations, stroll through The Christmas Tree Trail 
featuring over 80 cut trees, and be astounded by over 4,000 candles and 
lanterns and over 2,000 yards of garland dressing up the Village in its 
holiday finest. And don’t miss the nightly lighting ceremony at 4:30 p.m.

 And yes, Santa Claus himself makes a nightly appearance allowing the 
little ones to tell him their special Christmas wishes.

 Purchase tickets in advance for savings at www.osv.org/event/christ-
mas-by-candlelight/.

DA Urges Participation in 
Worcester County Gun Buyback
Worcester County District 

Attorney Joseph D. Early 
Jr. is urging people to take 

advantage of the 22nd annual Guns 
to Gardens program by turning in 
unwanted firearms on Saturday at 
participating police departments.

More than 4,000 guns have 
been turned in since 2002, when 
the program started in the City of 
Worcester. The program welcomes 
citizens of all Worcester County 
communities to voluntarily turn in 
unwanted firearms to participating 
police departments in Charlton, 
Fitchburg, Northborough, Milford, 
Worcester or City Welding & Fab-
rication located at 10 Ararat St. in 
Worcester where owners can watch 
their weapon be destroyed. 

Those who turn in firearms will 
receive gift cards in the amount of 
$50 for a rifle, $100 for a pistol, and 
$150 for an automatic or semi-au-
tomatic weapon. Free trigger locks 
are also available, and replica guns 
will be accepted. 

“Our goal is, and always has 
been, getting unwanted and unse-
cured guns out of the house,” Mr. 
Early said. “We want to reduce the 
tragic loss of life that can occur be-
cause of these unwanted guns. This 

buyback program helps to avoid 
such devastating casualties and the 
high public cost that comes from 
treating gunshot victims. Reducing 
accidents and tragedies in Worces-
ter County benefits us all.” 

Mr. Early praised Dr. Michael 
Hirsh, medical director of Worces-
ter’s Division of Public Health, for 
his continued gun safety advocacy 
and for starting the gun buyback 
program.

“An unsecured weapon in the 
home is a public health danger that 
leads to more frequent homi-
cides, burglaries, lethal domestic 
violence, accidental shootings, and 
suicide in the home,” Dr. Hirsh 
said. “Please honor the memories 
of all our citizens, young and old, 
harmed by gun violence by bring-
ing in your unwanted/unsecured 
weapon(s).”

In recent years, Dr. Hirsh 
spearheaded a program to turn the 
destroyed weapons from the buy-
back program into garden tools to 
be used in the UMass community 
garden. The garden is maintained 
by members of the UMass com-
munity and the produce is donated 
to those in need. 

As in the past, Mr. Early will 

relax enforcement of the law pro-
hibiting the carrying of firearms 
for people participating in the 
program. Residents should bring 
unloaded weapons wrapped or in 
a bag. Ammunition will also be 
accepted, but should be separately 
bagged. Participants are reminded 
to treat all firearms as though they 
are loaded and dangerous.

Firearms can be turned in at 
the following locations during the 
specified hours: 

Charlton Police Department: 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Fitchburg Police Department: 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Northborough Police Depart-
ment: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Milford Police Department: 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Worcester Police Department: 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

City Welding & Fabrication: 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Guns to Gardens is sponsored 
by the Worcester County District 
Attorney’s Office, UMass Memo-
rial Medical Center, the City of 
Worcester, the Worcester Police 
Department and the Worcester 
Department of Public Health. 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Collects Over 200 Canned Meals 
for Veterans and Families 
Centerline Mechanical LLC partnership with 
Project New Hope Worcester

Centerline Mechanical LLC, a 
leading name in the HVAC 
industry and trusted partner 

of the Mass Save Program, hosted 
a Thanksgiving Food Drive on 
Wednesday, November 1 un-
til Wednesday, November 15. 
Centerline Mechanical LLC and 
Project New Hope Worcester 
collected over 200 nonperishable 
food items to provide Thanksgiv-
ing meals to Veterans and their 
Families.

Project New Hope Inc. in 
Worcester is a charitable organi-
zation with a steadfast commit-
ment to providing veterans and 
their families with the resources 
they need. Project New Hope Inc. 
salutes and proudly serves veter-
ans and service members in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Coast Guard, Guard and Reserve, 
and their families. Centerline 
Mechanical LLC teamed up with 

Project New Hope Inc. to collect 
specific donations to ensure that 
Veterans and families are fed with 
a delicious Thanksgiving meal.

“I am so thankful for all 
donations that CLM was able to 
collect and provide to Project 
New Hope Inc.,” said Centerline 
Mechanical LLC owner Julian 
Picard. “This direct-to-consumer 
organization is a true blessing to 
people in need, especially those 
who sacrificed so much.”

The community dropped 
off canned seasonal foods for 
Thanksgiving meals at the Cen-
terline Mechanical LLC office 
located at 5 Charlesview Road, 
Hopedale. Over 200 donated 
canned meals were collected in 
labeled containers, then trans-
ported to Project New Hope Inc. 
in Worcester. Items that were 
donated include instant potato, 
cranberry sauce, stuffing, canned 

vegetables, raisins, Pop Tarts, 
oatmeal, apple juice, spam, and 
gravy. Project New Hope Inc. 
received $20 grocery store gift 
cards, so Veterans could choose 
a turkey, ham, fish and other 
items that completed a delicious 
Thanksgiving dinner.

“It is in giving that we receive,” 
Project New Hope Inc. President 
Bill Moore quotes St. Francis. He 
adds, “Such selfless acts of kind-
ness not only brings joy to others 
but also Eriches our own lives 
with a deeper sense of purpose 
and happiness.”

For more information on Cen-
terline Mechanical LLC, please 
visit centerlinemech.com or call 
508-310-0955. To learn more 
about Project New Hope Inc., 
visit projectnewhopema.org.
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Wings of Song Christmas Concert
Celtic Noëls

At Nazareth, in Galilee,
Hear now the angel’s voice:
“Hail Mary, thou Mother of God,
The Lord has made his choice.”

Sung by a single soprano, these 
lines are like a trumpet call. 
They signal the news that Arch-

angel Gabriel brings to the young 
virgin Mary of Nazareth; they also 
signal the start of the Celtic Noëls.

This group of pieces was recorded 
by the community chorus Ensemble 
Choral du Bout du Monde (Choral 
Ensemble from the Edge of the 
Earth) partly in a studio and partly 
in the Abbaye (Abbey) Saint-Gué-
nolé de Landévennec in far western 
Brittany, France, in 1997. They were 
released on the CD Noëls Celtiques 
(Green Linnet Records) in 1998; the 

disc has since won several awards.
“From the rich cultural heritage 

of the Celts in Brittany, a stun-
ning collection of traditional and 
contemporary vocal music for the 
holidays, sung in Breton by this 
world-class choral ensemble from 
France” is how the Celtic Noëls 
are described on the CD. They are 
indeed stunning: deeply devotional, 
charmingly melodic, a winning 
blend of folk, popular, classical, and 
church-hymn influences.

Nym Cooke, Music Director of 
the Quinebaug Valley Singers (now 
Wings of Song), heard this music in 
2004 and was bowled over. He and 
his daughter Thalia Slocombe soon 
set to work making English “singing 
versions” (rhymed and metered) 
of the texts. That Christmas, QVS 
and a Barre, Mass. chorus, the Band 
of Voices, presented the world 

premiere of the English-language 
Celtic Noëls.

The Quinebaug Valley Singers 
performed the Celtic Noëls two 
more times, partnering with the 
Band of Voices again (along with 
Nym’s school chorus) in 2008 and 
combining with the Quaboag Cho-
ral Society in 2015. This year, Wings 
of Song is pleased to offer this gor-
geous music once again to audienc-
es in south-central Massachusetts 
and northeastern Connecticut.

The Celtic Noëls are not only 
a celebration of Christmas from 
a Christian perspective; they are 
an affirmation of Brittany’s own 
culture, and of Celtic culture in gen-
eral. The particular flavor of Celtic 
music comes across strongly here: 
sometimes a little wild, often with a 
feeling of closeness to large, untam-
able, natural forces. Thunder, wind, 

even bird-cries are in this music, 
and instruments other than voices 
are crucial here: the Noëls call for a 
band comprised of high sopranino 
recorder, acoustic guitar, piano, and 
church organ, as well as a gigantic 
drum and an equally colossal gong.

In recognition of Brittany’s own 
language, which is much closer to 
other Celtic tongues such as Welsh 
than it is to French, and which is 
also a badge of cultural identity for 
the Breton people, the chorus will 
sing verses in several songs in Bret-
on. The first half of the concert will 
be comprised of French pieces for 
Christmas from several centuries—
again, largely sung in English. The 
concert as a whole promises a deep 
dive into a hauntingly beautiful 
repertory of music for the season.

These concerts are simply not to 
be missed. It is suggested that you 

put them on your calendar now: 
Saturday, December 9 th at 7:30pm 
at St. Joachim Chapel, part of St. 
Anne/St. Patrick Parish, 16 Church 
Street, Fiskdale, Mass.; and/or Sun-
day, December 10 th at 3pm at Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Church, 18 East 
Main Street, Webster, Mass. Wings 
of Song concerts are always free, 
with a freewill offering collected 
at intermission. Complimentary 
refreshments—i.e., yummy eats and 
beverages!—are served in a jolly 
social hour after each performance. 
Allvenues are handicap accessible.

For more information about 
Wings of Song or the Celtic Noëls 
concerts, contact Music Director 
Nym Cooke at nymcooke@gmail.
com, or President Carol Curtin at 
carolcurtin77@gmail.com. 

Reserve your space
 today by contacting 

Diane Galipeau at 
774-364-0296 

or by email at dgalipeau@
yankeexpress.com

Reservation deadline 
is February 10, 2024. 

Reach more than 172,000 
with both zones

localtownpages

Coming March 2024

SeniorLiving
Capture the Attention of Thousands in Your Local Community 

Interested in Senior Life and Care!
Diverse Content: Senior Living will 
feature a wide array of articles that 
revolve around senior life, covering 
essential topics that matter most to 
seniors and their loved ones.

Engaged Readership: Thousands of 
local readers who share a passion 
for senior life and care frequent 
our newspapers, making it an ideal 
space for your business to shine.

Key Demographic: Targeting this 
age group is crucial, as seniors and 
their families actively seek solu-
tions and services tailored to their 
unique needs.

times are subject to change.
• A Christmas floral arrangement class will 
take place at the millbury first congre-
gational church, 148 West Main Street, 
Millbury. Sandy michalak of herbert e. Berg 
florist will teach participants how to com-
plete their own christmas floral arrngement 

on Saturday, December 16, 2023 at 1:00 pm 
in fellowship hall. Beginners are welcome. 
Advance registration required . Payment of 
$25.00, Due by Saturday, December 9th to 
Janice Fortin, 508-826-6381.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
• Baptist Church of Grafton will present the 
Christmas Story in Song during their regular 
worship at 10 a.m. A special service to sing 
and learn about the most inspirational 

Christmas carols.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
• Midnight, Last Night Cannon firing, M.M. 
Sherman Blacksmith Shop, 6 Singletary 
Ave., Sutton.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 2024
•Coffee Break Bible Study for Women will 
explore The Power of Forgiveness: Finding 
Freedom in Forgiveness. Childcare and re-

freshments provided. 9:30-11 p.m. Pleasant 
Street Church, 25 Cross Street, Whitinsville. 
For more information, contact Anna t 508-
234-4902; email churchoffice@pscvc.org or 
visit pscrc.org/adults.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024
• Bethel Lutheran Church, Auburn Centen-
nial Celebration February 18, 2024.
Festive Eucharist Service at 10:30 AM in the 
church, 90 Bryn Mawr Ave followed

by Banquet at the Auburn Elks at 12:30. 
Centennial Committee reaching out for
information on anyone who has attended 
or whose family has a history with
Bethel to share in this event. Please contact 
Judy Sampson at jas2155@charter.net; 
Jackie Walsh at jackmae@charter.net or 
Bethel Facebook page Bethel Lutheran-
Auburn MA Centennial. A series of special 
events will follow throughout 2024.

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 16
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

CChhoooossee  MMoorrrriisssseettttee  &&  SSoonn  aass  yyoouurr  iinnssttaalllleerr,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee::
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years

(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan

-Rebates through MassSave & MassCEC ((MMaassssCCEECC  rreebbaatteess  eexxppiirree  33//2200//1199!!))
--Extended Labor Warranty Available

-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about HUGE

rebate opportunities through MassSave!

© 2013 Mitsubishi Electric

AMERICA’S #1 
SELLING BRAND OF 

DUCTLESS

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

Heat the rooms you live in …  
without wasting energy on 
the rooms you don’t.

Uses 25-50% less energy 
to heat your home.

Employs allergen filtration 
to reduce germs, bacteria 
and viruses.

Provides year-round 
comfort that keeps you 
cool in the summer too.

Requires no ductwork, 
so installation is quick  
and easy.

THERE’S A SMARTER 
WAY TO HEAT ANY 

ROOM THIS WINTER.

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ttooddaayy  ffoorr  aa  nnoo  ccoosstt  
iinn--hhoommee  aasssseessssmmeenntt!!

Harris Brothers Waste Removal

Serving Webster and surrounding Worcester County towns

•Dumpster Rentals
•Junk Removal •Cleanouts

•Demolition Services
•Boat and Camper Disposal

GREAT CHEAP RATES!GREAT CHEAP RATES!
10 yard dumpster $30010 yard dumpster $300
15 yard dumpster $35015 yard dumpster $350
20 yard dumpster $45020 yard dumpster $450

Drop off your old 
Refrigerators, TVs & ACs 

for only $10.00 each  

ANNOUNCING OUR NEW LOCATION 
459 Thompson Rd., Thompson, CT 

 (774) 446-9975

Go to HARRISBROTHERSWASTE.COM to book your dumpster rental today.

Open Open 
24/724/7

 SAME GREAT RATES!


