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Raining or Shining, Tree's Lighting

Citrus Heights Officially Kicks Off Holiday Season

¥ =

Citrus Heights resident Anistyne (9), Annal

photo taken with Santa. Photo by Elise Spleiss

By Elise Spleiss

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG)
- Intermittent rain did not
deter hundreds of residents
from Citrus Heights and
beyond from being a part
of the official kick-off to
the Christmas season, the
Citrus Heights Christmas
Tree Lighting.

You knew you had
arrived at the right place
when greeted by the music
of the Citrus Heights

LN

Mom Tina Penman, Jillian (2) and dad Greg Penman found
a friendly bear to pose with during their visit to the Magic
Forest. PAL sponsored the trees and Sgt. Janet Schaefer
created the forest herself, each with a different theme.

Community Marching
Band’s Christmas reper-
toire. The familiar voice
of Jingle Julie, Master of
Ceremony for the evening
prepared the audience for
another night of good fam-
ily fun, with some new
elements.

Due to the weather,
many of the activities were
moved inside including
visits with Santa, Santa’s
Workshop craft and game

Continued on page 2

Canvassers Needed
2024 Point-in-Time

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - Sacramento Steps
Forward (SSF) announced
on Monday, December 4,
2023, that the evenings
of Wednesday, January
24 and Thursday, January
25 have been selected for
Sacramento’s 2024 Point in
Time Count (PIT). SSF is
seeking hundreds of volun-
teers to help with what will
be the most wide-ranging
community effort to date to
determine the number of people
experiencing homelessness
in the Sacramento region.
The event is intended
to provide a comprehen-
sive estimate of the total
number of individuals
and families living out-
doors and in places not
intended for human habita-
tion on a single night. SSF
will release the results in a
report in spring 2024. PIT
data enables community

leaders to better under-
stand homelessness, design
more effective policies and
programs, and measure
progress toward reducing
and ending homelessness.

The PIT is part of a
nationwide effort. The U.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) requires communi-
ties to do a census to qualify
for annual federal home-
lessness response dollars.
In 2022, the Sacramento
community received $30.5
million in HUD Continuum
of Care funding, $29 mil-
lion of which was dedicated
to maintaining perma-
nent housing programs and
directly served 1,271
households.

More than 500 volunteers
participated in the last PIT
count in February 2022. It
concluded that an estimated
9,278 individuals experi-
enced homelessness on a
single night. Find the full
report on Sacramento Steps

Forward website.

“The PIT is a huge com-
munity-wide effort that gives
people a chance to make
a meaningful contribution
toward better understanding
where we are and is a great
way to contribute toward
addressing and ultimately
ending homelessness,” said
Lisa Bates, Chief Executive
Officer of SSF.

To register as a
volunteer, visit the vol-
unteer portal at https://
sacramento24.pointintime.
info/

To learn more about vol-
unteering and the purpose of
the PIT, read the FAQs.

The PIT's main deploy-
ment center will be at
Sacramento State's Harper
Alumni Center. Several
other satellite locations
will operate in the region.
Canvassers will fan out to
predetermined census tracts
across the Sacramento
region. The 2024 PIT will
also include more intensive

or the

Count

coverage of known home-
lessness locations along the
American River Parkway.

Volunteer canvassers
will be able to utilize a new
“Counting Us" mobile appli-
cation, a HUD approved
method of counting used
in many cities and counties
across the U.S. The appli-
cation replaces previously
used apps and paper-based
data collection methods. The
app, developed by Simtech
Solutions, Inc. — which is
joining forces with SSF
this year as the researcher
selected for the PIT Count
— will support efficient can-
vassing by volunteers.

To canvass, a volunteer
must be at least 18 years old,
be willing to travel by foot
or car to predetermined loca-
tions, and be willing to use
their personal smartphone
and flashlight. Additional
volunteers are also needed
for a variety of support func-
tions at the deployment

Continued on page 3

Retall
Theft BLITZ
Operation and
Arrests Made

Citrus Heights PD
News Release

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA
(MPG) - On December 1,
2023, detectives with the
Citrus Heights Police
Department’s IMPACT
Unit and the California
Highway Patrol’s
Organized Retail Crime
Task Force, conducted
an undercover retail store
theft operation at two loca-
tions in Citrus Heights,
resulting in the arrest of
multiple theft offenders.

The objective of these
operations is to reduce
retail thefts and hold those
committing these crimes
accountable for their
actions. This operation
was conducted in the 6100
block of San Juan Avenue
and was chosen due to the
high number of shoplifting
incidents at these stores.

This operation utilized
both undercover and uni-
formed detectives and was
successful with the arrest
of six individuals and the
return of nearly $2,000 in
stolen merchandise seized
during their arrests over
several hours. Most of
these offenders have prior
felony criminal convictions
and, or, probation terms.

The Citrus Heights Police
Department’s IMPACT Unit,
in conjunction with allied
agencies, will continue to
conduct these operations
throughout the City with
the goal of preventing and
deterring thefts from our
businesses. The following
individuals were arrested
during the operation:

Hanna Hall Mortensen,
29-year-old female from
Citrus Heights, CA arrested
for 459.5 PC (shoplifting);
Nailah Ebony Perkins,
38-year-old female from
Citrus Heights, CA arrested
for 459.5 PC (shop-
lifting); Christian Paul
Pinedo, 36-year-old male
from Mather, CA arrested
for 459.5 PC (shoplift-
ing) and 148 PC (resisting
arrest); April Marie Romo,
30-year-old female from
San Jose, CA arrested for
459.5 PC (shoplifting);
Jennifer Patricia Sainz,
34-year-old female from
Fair Oaks, CA arrested for
459.5 PC (shoplifting);
Sylvia Sainz, 37-year-
old female from San Jose,
CA arrested for 459.5 PC
(shoplifting).

These arrests are part of
ongoing investigations into
these incidents and related
incidents. Anyone with
information related to these
crimes, or others in Citrus
Heights, is encouraged to
contact the Sacramento
Valley Crime Stoppers tip
hotline at (916) 443-HELP.
Tips leading to an arrest
may earn a cash reward. %
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Ami Bera Announces $225K  Raining or Shining, Tree's Lighting
Federal Award

Rep. Ami Bera with graduates at the Improve Your Tomorrow graduation ceremony, June 2023.

Photo courtesy of Office of Rep. Ami Bera

Office of Rep. Ami Bera
News Release

WASHINGTON, DC (MPG) - U.S.
Representative Ami Bera, M.D. (CA-06)
today announced that Improve Your
Tomorrow, a Sacramento-based nonprofit,
has been selected to receive a federal award
of $225,900 per year. The funding, made
available through AmeriCorps VISTA, will
bolster college readiness for Sacramento
area youth and will support 10 year-round
service positions locally.

“I am thrilled to share that Improve Your
Tomorrow has been chosen to receive over
$225,000 in federal funding, furthering their
vital mission of empowering Sacramento
young men of color to pursue and gradu-
ate from college,” said Representative Ami
Bera. “AmeriCorps volunteers are among
the most dedicated and selfless contributors
to our society, and I look forward to see-
ing the positive impact these 10 volunteers
make on the Sacramento community.”

Improve Your Tomorrow is a
Sacramento-based nonprofit that is work-
ing to empower and uplift young men of
color throughout California by enabling
them to pursue and complete their college
education.

“Improve Your Tomorrow is profoundly
honored to stand among the four distin-
guished AmeriCorps VISTA Awardees
in California. This kind of unwaver-
ing support from Congressman Ami
Bera and AmeriCorps California show-
cases a commitment to expanding service

opportunities that address critical achieve-
ment gaps within our education system.
Thanks to the advocacy of youth champi-
ons like Congressman Bera, Improve Your
Tomorrow will harness the transformative
power of the VISTA program — a pinna-
cle of professional service opportunities
in our state. This investment in at-promise
youth will undoubtedly propel improved
outcomes for the thousands of young men
of color we are dedicated to serving,”
said Michael Lynch, CEO & Co-Founder,
Improve Your Tomorrow.

In addition to the award announced today,
AmeriCorps will also provide more than
$68,950 each year in education scholar-
ships for the AmeriCorps VISTA members
supported by this award to help pay for
college, vocational training, or pay back
student loans.

AmeriCorps, the federal agency for
service and volunteering, brings peo-
ple together to tackle the country’s most
pressing challenges through national ser-
vice and volunteering. Every year, tens
of thousands AmeriCorps members serve
through 21,000+ schools, nonprofits, com-
munity and faith-based organizations and
state, tribal and local governments across
the country. Since the program’s inception
in 1994, more than 1 million Americans
have served in AmeriCorps, providing
more than 1.6 billion hours of service and
earned more than $4 billion in education
scholarships. For those interested in joining
AmeriCorps, you can learn more at
AmeriCorps.gov/Join. *

Considering an EV?

ontact
SMUD first.

Are you ready to join the charge and

put down the pump? If so, contact

SMUD first. We'll help you find ways

to save, share the best options for

charging at home and on the go, and

answer any questions you have about

electric vehicles. For everything you

need to know about buying, charging,

saving and low rates, start here.

smud.org/DriveElectric

@ SMUD

©SMUD 1035-9/23 ®A trademark/service mark of Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

Continued from page 1
area and the Santa’s Forest
where a dozen themed dec-
orated trees doubled as a
photo opportunity for all.
City Council chambers
became the destination to
visit Santa.

While waiting for Santa
to arrive and hit the switch
to light the tree, attendees
were welcomed by Mayor
Tim Schaefer who intro-
duced city council members.
Vice Mayor Bret Daniels
noted this was the first year
it had rained for the event.
City Manager Ash Feeney
introduced and thanked all
involved in making the night
a success.

Finally, Santa arrived and
with the flick of a switch,
just as the rain was sub-
siding, thousands of lights
from the tree lit up the sky.
The crowds then went on to
explore and participate in the
many activities offered.

Sponsors of the eve-
ning were San Juan Unified
School District and Republic
Services. Pride Industries
provided volunteers for the
hot cocoa and cider and
cookie station. Brianna
Tripp, Employee Specialist
in the Youth Services
Department said commu-
nity outreach is of the utmost
importance at Pride. Several
choices of cookies were pro-
vided by Costco.

The Police Activities
League (PAL) put on a
Santa’s Workshop which
hosted activities for the kids.
Members of REACH, the
neighborhood areas, passed
out colorful Christmas bell
necklaces to all attendees.
The City had many volun-
teers in many capacities
keeping the evening running
smoothly.

The Anytime Express train
ran throughout the evening,
taking riders around the
parking lot.

X

CHPD's Sgt. Janet Schaefer created a Santa’s Forest where
themed decorated trees such as this Alice in Wonderland
tree doubled as photo opportunities for families with their

children. Photo by Elise Spleiss

The most popular activ-
ities for the evening were
found at Santa’s Workshop
where service organizations
and other groups offered
crafts, games and other activ-
ities. Chamber of Commerce
sponsored one table that had
lines out the door. Volunteers
helped children create a bag
of Reindeer Food made from
oatmeal in the shape of a hat,
one a girl and one a boy. It
was so popular four adults
were needed at times to keep
it running smoothly. In fact,
it is planned to expand the
workshop into what was
the last few years Santa’s
Forest. This year the trees
were not sponsored by a ser-
vice or other organization.
Sgt. Janet Schaefer deco-
rated the trees herself. The
trees will be donated when
they are ‘undecorated’.
Other craft groups included

the Purple Pageant, Miller’s
Ace Hardware, Texas
Roadhouse and Raising
Cane Restaurant.

Diane Ebbitt-Riehle,
Chamber of Commerce
Interim Executive Director,
and active with PAL, mar-
veled at seeing the artificial
snow falling outside from
where she was sitting inside.
“It looked just like real
snow, the wind was blowing
just enough, it was perfect.”

In an email,
Communications Officer
Marisa Brown said, “We
were delighted to see the
community come out and
join us for our annual Tree
Lighting event. Neighbors
came together to share in
the holiday magic, whether
it be photos with Santa,
making reindeer food
or singing along for all
to hear!” *
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Blood Drive Friday, January 19

Citrus Heights
Chamber of Commerce
News Release

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG)
- Vitalant will host a City
of Citrus Heights commu-
nity blood drive to meet the
community’s need for blood
and blood products. There is
currently a critical need for
blood, and all blood types
are needed.

Donors are encouraged
to make an appointment by
going to donors.vitalant.org
and use blood drive Code
SMFM928, or by calling
Vitalant at 877-258-4825
and mentioning blood drive
code SMFM928. Walk-ins
will be accommodated if
space allows.

The blood drive will take
place on Friday, January
19, from 12 - 4 p.m. at the
Citrus Heights City Hall,

The community’s need for blood and blood products. There
is currently a critical need for blood, and all blood types are
needed. Image by Ahmad Ardity from Pixabay

6360 Fountain Square
Drive, Citrus Heights, CA
95621.

Whole blood donors must
be at least 16 years old
(16-year-olds must have a
signed Vitalant parental con-
sent form available online
at Vitalant.org), weigh a

minimum of 110 pounds,
be in good general health
and bring a photo I.D. Other
donation types have specific
eligibility criteria.

For more informa-
tion please visit vitalant.
org, or call Vitalant at
877-258-4825. *
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Canvassers Needed for the
2024 Point-in-Time Count

Continued from page 1

centers. Volunteers are required to com-
plete a volunteer training session. Two
live training sessions will be offered via
Zoom, on Wednesday, January 10 and
Wednesday, January 17, both from 5 to

6:30 PM. For those unable to attend a live
session, there is a new recorded training
option with a short quiz to assure account-
ability and comprehension. The live
training is highly recommended for new
PIT volunteers. *

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

MPG Callus today at 9167731111
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HAPPY HOUR DURING
ALL PRO FOOTBALL GAMES

$2 OFF SELECT FOOD ITEMS | $2 OFF DRINKS
PLUS, DAILY HAPPY HOUR 3PM-6PM

It’s that time of year again. So, make the winning drive

to Sammy’s at Stones Gambling Hall for the next game.

Enjoy delicious food, an array of craft beers on tap, and

hand mixed cocktails, while you catch all the action on

a dozen big screens. And since Sammy’s is inside the

region’s best casino, you could go for the big win too.

Get into the action with football happy hour at Sammy’s.

OPEN 24HRS/7 DAYS A WEEK

I-80 @ ANTELOPE RD

916-735-8440

6510 ANTELOPE RD
CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA 95621

STONESGAMBLINGHALL.COM
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RESTAURANT + BAR

Gambling problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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Shop with a Cop for the Hohdays

Sgt. Joe Aguilar.
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el l
Det. Eric Klockenbrink, Officer Vedad Caus, Det. Elena Ellis,
Det. Ryan Smith.

The 13thannual Shop with a Cop was held at Target on
Sunrise Blvd Thursday morning, December 7, 2023.

Each child was given $120 from donations provided by Stones
Casino, Sunrise Marketplace, and Target.

Twenty local kids were nominated by their schools and
shopped with 40 CHPD team members (Sworn, Professional
Staff, Explorers and Volunteers). Photos by Sgt. Schaefer/CHPD *  CHPD Officer Jared Bracken.

Offering Independent and Assisted Living

Engaging Caring Spacious Desirable
Activities Staff Apartments Amenities

Experience the Cogir Difference. Schedule your tour today!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL DALE MASTERS

(916) 603-2930

COGIROFSTOCKRANCHSENIORLIVING.COM *Limited time offer. Contact Community for more details. Fnendly (E\‘ =
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Operation Bad Elf Recovers
Thousands of Dollars of Merchandise

Sacramento County Sheriff's Dept.
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office
has recently concluded a highly suc-
cessful week-long operation to combat
retail theft across the region. Focusing
on popular retail establishments such
as Target, Walgreens, and Walmart,
the operation was a strategic effort
to address the rising concerns sur-
rounding theft and its impact on local
businesses and communities.

Deputies and detectives from the
Sheriff’s Centralized Investigations
Bureau collaborated seamlessly in a
coordinated effort to identify, track,
and apprehend individuals involved
in retail theft. The operation, which
took place over the course of a week,
utilized both uniformed and plain
clothes officers strategically posi-
tioned within targeted retail locations.
This approach aimed to deter theft and
catch perpetrators in the act.

Sheriff Cooper emphasized the
importance of safeguarding businesses
and ensuring the safety of commu-
nity members. ‘“Retail theft not only
affects the businesses directly but also
has a ripple effect on our communities.
By addressing this issue head-on, we
are sending a clear message that crimi-
nal activities will not be tolerated, and
our community’s safety remains our
top priority.”

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Office acknowledged the impor-
tance of community engagement and

encouraged residents to remain vig-
ilant against retail theft. Sheriff
Cooper stated, “We cannot combat
this issue alone. We need the active
involvement of the retailers for this
type of success to continue. They
need to make an investment in their
stores’ safety, as we are not their 24/7
private security.”

The Sheriff’s Office successfully
recovered stolen merchandise worth
tens of thousands of dollars and 285
felony and misdemeanor arrests, pro-
viding a significant boost to the
affected retailers.

While these arrests are significant,
major problems lie within weak legis-
lation. Sacramento County currently
has over 33,000 outstanding misde-
meanor warrants, many of which stem
from offenses such as shoplifting and
other theft-related crimes. Until a
measure is put on the ballot for vot-
ers, California will continue to face
these same problems, regardless of
enforcement.

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Office remains committed to ongoing
efforts to combat crime, protect local
businesses, and ensure the safety and
well-being of residents. The success
of this recent operation reflects the
dedication and effectiveness of law
enforcement professionals in address-
ing pressing community concerns.

To see a video highlighting the oper-
ation, please visit the Sacramento
Sheriff’s Office social media chan-
nels on Facebook, Instagram, X, and
YouTube. *

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group
ﬂ Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
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in your local area at...

CITRUSHEIGHTSMESSENGER.COM

DO

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

Sunrise Marketplace Celebrates
25th Anniversary

Story and photos
by Thomas J. Sullivan

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG)
- Sunrise Marketplace cel-
ebrated the start of its 25th
anniversary with a cel-
ebratory open house on
Friday, December 8th at
its administrative offices
in the Greenfaire Village
shopping center at 8095
Greenback Lane, Suite D
in Citrus Heights.

The occasion provided
a special opportunity for
business and property
owners within Sunrise
MarketPlace (SMP) as
well as board members,
city staff and officials
and Nor-Cal security
officers to say farewell
and thank you to Citrus
Heights Police Officer,
Jeff Schouten who will be
retiring at the end of the
year as an SMP specialist.

As a full-time law
enforcement represen-
tative and the CHPD
department liaison to
the Sunrise Mall, Officer
Schouten began serving as
the Sunrise MarketPlace
(SMP) specialist on May
12, 2020.

With over 27 years
of experience, Officer
Schouten was also one
of the founding “leg-
acy” officers who helped
build the foundation of the
CHPD when it launched
in 2006.

CHPD Chief Alex A.
Turcotte recognized his
friendship and the profes-
sional carcer of Officer
Schouten who he recalled
came up with him through
the ranks together at the
Citrus Heights Police
Department.

“Jeff is leaving a solid
legacy behind him,”

3 \\ 11 11 ] ]

CHPD Officer Jeff Schouten
served as full-time law
enforcement representative
and CHPD liaison to the Sunrise
Mall since May 12, 2020.

Turcotte said. “We share a
long history together and I
wish him well in the next
chapter of his professional
career.”

In 2014, Officer
Schouten was first
selected to serve as a dedi-
cated CHPD officer for the
Sunrise Mall.

Since accepting his ini-
tial assignment, Schouten
has dedicated his career
toward improving over-
all shopping experience
throughout the entire
Sunrise Marketplace,
according to SMP
Executive Director
Kathilynn Carpenter.

“He’s been a wonder-
ful colleague and a great
friend to work with,” she
said.

In May 2020, the Citrus
Height City Council
approved an agree-
ment between the police
department and the larg-
est business district in the
city to provide a full-time
police officer dedicated
to problem solving and
crime prevention in the

commercial district.

The Sunrise
MarketPlace business
improvement district
(SMP), which is made up
of 400-plus businesses in
the Greenback-Sunrise
commercial corridor,
agreed to pay Schouten’s
full salary and benefits
in exchange for the dedi-
cated patrol services.

In his career, Officer
Schouten has also served
as CHPD lead on its
merchant detention pro-
gram (MDP) developed
to help business own-
ers aggressively combat
theft suspects. The MDP
allows participating busi-
nesses in SMP to file
reports directly with
the Sacramento County
District Attorney to aid
in the efficient and timely
prosecution.

Scouten was also
awarded a Life Saving
Ribbon by CHPD for
a July 13, 2021 inci-
dent at Smashburger in
the Sunrise Marketplace.
Two employees arrived at
the location when one of
them collapsed and began
showing signs of an over-
dose, according to reports.
Officer Schouten arrived
within minutes and began
rendering aid for over six
minutes until paramed-
ics arrived. The victim’s
brother credited officer
Schouten with saving his
brother’s life.

Large display panels
which showcased the his-
tory and accomplishments
of the SMP since its incep-
tion 25 years ago were
also recognizing the mem-
ory of special moments,
concerts and public events
with an eye towards new
milestones. *

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY FROM THE STRUGGLES
OF PROBATE WITH A BASIC ESTATE PLAN

Holiday/New Year’s Resolution Special

The Fee for a Basic Estate Plan is reduced to $1,000
until December 31, 2023

Brian Kisling

ATTORNEY at LAW

(916) 418-4395

brian@kislinglegal.com
www.kislinglegal.com/estate-planning

AMERICAN LEGION
POST 637 - CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA
Are you or a member of your family a Veteran?

We can help with any questions you may have about Veteran
benefits. You can also become a member as easy as 1,2,3! -
Contact us at 916-871-2184 or come to our meeting held the
3rd Tuesday of every month at Citrus Heights City Hall

starting at 6:00pm.

We look forward to serving you.

Be  part of something importent

Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

We are looking for people who want to deliver
hewspapers in their neighborhoods.
Provide great customer service to our readers every Friday.

Earn money to help pay
those monthly bills. -

5 Year
FIXED RATE

R
ID 479256

CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:

+ FIXED RATE for 5 Years

+ Local Processing & Servicing
+ No Closing Costs on Qualifying Transactions
# Flexibility and Convenience

+ Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs

+ Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
« Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

¢4 L DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities since 1958

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
CITRUS HEIGHTS « 7895 Lichen Drive « 916-729-1100

Home Equity Line of Credit Loan

6.75%

Initial APR

800-874-9779

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper delivery
experience a plus but not required.

Call us today at 916-773-1111

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and isfixed for the first 5 years of
the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin.
The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The
current APR for repayment period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction
consists of thefollowing conditions: (1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV)
of 70% including the new HELOC and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must
be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximun Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal. Property insurance is
required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions
apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of
$85 will be assessed on the first anniversaryof the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate
Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.
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Social Security Matters

I'm Returning to Work; What
Should | Do About Social Security?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: 1 started col-
lecting Social Security at
age 62 earlier this year. |
had an opportunity to part-
ner in a new business this
year that will allow me to
earn about $200,000 in 2024.
Because this is significantly
above the allowed earnings
when collecting early bene-
fits, I need advice on how I
handle this with the Social
Security Administration. Am
I supposed to call them and
advise them of my change
in income for 2024? If so,
am | going to be penal-
ized in any way? I expect
they will stop all payments
in 2024 once I alert them to
the change. Will I be eligible
for Social Security payments
when I retire again? This is
planned to take place before
I reach full retirement age
of 67. For information, my
2023 income will not exceed
the 2023 allowable income
limit. Signed: Un-retiring
Temporarily.

Dear Un-retiring: You
have a couple of options,
considering that you recently
claimed early Social Security
benefits but are returning to
work with income signifi-
cantly more than the 2024
earnings limit of $22,320.

The first is to simply

contact Social Security and
tell them you are return-
ing to the work force and
tell them your anticipated
2024 income. They will sus-
pend your SS benefits for
all of 2024 (to avoid over-
paying you and making you
return those 2024 payments
later). If you plan to con-
tinue in your new business
beyond 2024, you can advise
them of that as well and they
will continue the suspension
of your benefits, until such
time as you either discon-
tinue working or reach your
full retirement age (the earn-
ings test no longer applies
after you reach your FRA).
At that time, SS will resume
your monthly Social Security
payments and, at your FRA,
will give you time credit
for all months your benefits
were suspended, providing
you with a higher monthly
payment after your full
retirement age is attained
(with an adjustment for bene-
fits already paid).

Your other option is to
contact Social Security
soon and request that your
recent application for Social
Security benefits submit-
ted earlier this year be
withdrawn. You have 12
months from the date of
your application to do this,
but you will need to repay
Social Security all money
which they paid to you or
on your behalf (including
your monthly payments, any
income tax you had withheld
from those payments, and
any dependent benefits which
might have been paid based
on your record). That will
effectively “wipe the slate
clean” with Social Security
and will be as though you
had never claimed, allowing

you to simply wait until you
stop working, or until your
FRA, or even beyond your
FRA, to re-apply for Social
Security at a higher monthly
amount. The advantage of
this option is that when your
benefit restarts there will be
no adjustment (reduction) for
past benefits paid.

What I suggest you not do
is simply wait to see what
happens. That would result
in Social Security catch-
ing up after the IRS informs
them of your 2024 earnings,
resulting in you receiving an
Overpayment Notice from
the SSA demanding repay-
ment of 2024 benefits paid.
In that case, you would
need to quickly repay Social
Security in a large lump-
sum or have your SS benefits
withheld until the debt for
exceeding the earnings limit
was repaid. In a nutshell,
I suggest you call Social
Security and tell them you
are returning to work, what
your earnings are expected to
be, and for how long.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
AMAC Foundation's staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any other
governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, Vvisit our
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. *
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Employment and Independent Contractor Positions
at Messenger Publishing Group

We publish 18 local newspapers in the Sacramento Region. Our main office is in Carmichael.
We have been publishing for 17 years and are seeking new qualified employees.

CURRENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

Office Administration — We are seeking a full-fime administrative support person for our newspaper
group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the Office Manager. Work hours
are between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through Friday. Previous office management experience is required.

Production Layout/ Graphic Design — This part-fime position assists with the layout of the newspapers
and works with the production staff to create our weekly newspapers. Must have good working knowledge of
InDesign production programs. Must be able to work within our current system and be able to take direction
to meet our deadlines. Previous layout experience is a must. This is an entry level position. Work hours are
between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm. This position is in our Gridley office and begins in January.

Copy Editor — We are seeking a part-time copy editor for our newspaper group. This position works in
the Carmichael office and works directly with Editor. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday
through Friday. Previous editing experience is required.

City Reporter — We are seeking a part-time City Reporter for our newspaper group. This position may
be assigned to work in the Carmichael office or another area office and works directly with the Editor. Work
hours are flexible depending on assignments. Previous reporting experience is required.

Advertising Services Support — We are seeking a part-time Advertising Services Support person for
our newspaper group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the owner of the
company and the advertising/graphics staff. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through
Friday. Previous office experience is required.

Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Delivery Driver for our newspaper group. This position
would transport newspapers from our Carmichael office to our offices in Marysville and Gridley. Work hours
are from 8:30 to 4:00 every Thursday. Must be able to lift and move bundles of newspapers without
assistance. Must have your own reliable cargo van. This is an independent contractor position and pays a

Newsstand Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Newsstand Delivery Driver for our newspaper
group. This position works from the Carmichael office and delivers to our locations in the West Sacramento/

Employment

Opportunities

Politicians Refused to Fix California’s Boom-and-Bust
Tax System. They Now Face a $68 Billion Deficit

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

It is truly amazing — and
not in a good way — that
California’s politicians
cannot grasp a phenome-
non that has plagued state
finances for years, known as
“volatility.”

It’s this: The state budget
is extraordinarily dependent
on personal income tax rev-
enues, most of which comes
from a relative handful of
upper-income taxpayers
whose incomes vary year
to year because much of it
comes from investments.

When the affluent make
lots of money, the state
treasury overflows with rev-
enue, but when the economy
falters, incomes and tax rev-
enues fall. Unfortunately,
because politicians have
short attention spans, they
tend to increase spending
when revenues surge, only
to face deficits when they
inevitably decline.

The syndrome’s peaks
and valleys have become
more severe because depen-
dence on the wealthy has
increased, economic cycles
have become more acute and
windfalls tend to be spent on
services that are politically
difficult to adjust, such as
public schools, health care
and aid to the state’s poor
families.

Actually, California pol-
iticians do grasp volatility.
That was demonstrated
11 months ago when Gov.

Nz

Gavin Newsom proposed
a 2023-24 budget that
addressed what he said was
a $22.5 billion deficit just
eight months after he had
boasted of a $97.5 billion
surplus.

“No other state in
American history has ever
experienced a surplus as
large as this,” Newsom
had bragged in May 2022,
thus encouraging his fellow
Democrats in the Legislature
to sharply increase spending.

When Newsom acknowl-
edged the looming deficit
last January, he blamed rev-
enue volatility, displaying
a chart showing big swings
in income taxes on capital
gains and saying it “sums
up California’s tax structure,
sums up boom and bust.”

Gabe Petek, the
Legislature’s budget ana-
lyst, revealed last week that
accumulated deficits for the
2022-23, 2023-24 and the
forthcoming 2024-25 fis-
cal years, based on spending
commitments already made
and current and projected
revenue, are $68 billion.

“Largely as a result of
a severe revenue decline
in 2022 23, the state faces
a serious budget deficit,”
Petek told the Legislature.
“Specifically, under the
state’s current law and
policy, we estimate the
Legislature will need to
solve a budget problem of
$68 billion in the coming
budget process.”

Moreover, Petek’s office
projects deficits in the neigh-
borhood of $30 billion a
year for the remainder of
Newsom’s governorship.

So it’s not that Newsom
and legislators don’t know
about the corrosive effects
of volatility — it’s that
they, like their predeces-
sors, are unwilling to do
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what’s necessary to counter-
act it: overhaul the revenue
system.

When volatility first
became a major prob-
lem during the Great
Recession, then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and leg-
islative leaders created a
commission to suggest
remedies. Chaired by busi-
nessman Gerald Parsky, the
commission held months of
hearings and finally, on a
divided vote, recommended
the state reduce its depen-
dence on income taxes and
shift to a revised form of
sales tax.

The report was bur-
ied as soon as it reached
the Legislature. When
Jerry Brown returned to
the governorship in 2011,
he persuaded voters to cre-
ate a “rainy day fund” that
would absorb some reve-
nues during boom times and
cushion the impact of future
downturns.

The fund now has about
$24 billion and a separate
school reserve has $8.1 bil-
lion. At best, reserves would
cover less than half of the
$68 billion deficit and none
of the $90 billion in pro-
jected deficits for the three
following years.

It’s certainly better to
have those reserves than
not, but they are incom-
plete responses to volatility
and that a judicious, even
gradual, overhaul of the tax
system is still the best solu-
tion, as politically difficult as
that may be for a Legislature
dominated by left-leaning
Democrats.

Procrastination will only
make the problem worse.

Dan Walters has been a
Jjournalist for more than 60
years, spending all but a few
of those years working for
California newspapers. %
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Serving Citrus Heights and Sacramento County Since 2006

Itis the intent of the Citrus Heights Messenger to strive
for an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our

The Citrus Heights Messenger is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Citrus Heights Messenger are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Citrus Heights Messenger is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to:

Sacramento Region. Work hours are from 8:30 to 5:00 Thursday and/or Friday. Must be able to lift and
move bundles of newspapers without assistance. You must have a reliable vehicle. This is an independent
contractor position.

To find out more or to apply:
Email your questions or resume to Publisher@MPG8.com

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08260
Valsteph LLC, 4019 Tawny
Meadow Way, Antelope, CA
95843 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Speed Fix It" 4019 Tawny
Meadow Way, Antelope, CA
95843. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

6,2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
SPEED 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08324
LaToya Arrington-Artls, 9601
Country Falls Lane, Elk Grove,
CA 95757 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Express Medical
Exams & Lab Services” 9601
Country Falls Lane, Elk Grove,
CA 95757. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

7,2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
EXPRESS 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08452
Rainbow Brockenborough,
5226 Copper Sunset Way,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
and Christopher Podratz, 21808
Chestnut Lane, Tehachapi, CA
93561 are doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Atlas Coaching & Consulting
Group/Atlas  Coaching  Group”
5226 Copper Sunset Way,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742.
Filed with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 9, 2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
ATLAS 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08498
Bram Cyrus Marvail, 2551
Rhine Way, Elverta, CA 95626
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) “BB
Consulting” 2551 Rhine Way,
Elverta, CA 95626. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 14, 2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
CONSULTING 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08336
Jennifer Lyn Stone, 14915
Isleton Road, Isleton, CA 95641
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Delta Thrones Portable
Restrooms” 14915 Isleton Road,
Isleton, CA 95641. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 7, 2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
DELTA 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08406
Glitch Network LLC, 1401 21
Street Suite R, Sacramento, CA
95811 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Easy Demons Club” 1401 21¢
Street Suite R, Sacramento, CA
95811. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

8,2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
EASY 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08252
Julie Tchang, 3632 Husch Way,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“ThreeBirds/ThreeBirds & Co”
3632 Husch Way, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95670. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 3, 2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
THREEBIRDS 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08475
Kenneth  James  Crawford,
11580 Big Four Way, Gold River,
CA 95670 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Flux Tube Studios”
11580 Big Four Way, Gold River,
CA 95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

13,2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
FLUX 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08271
Gohas Sedsakyan, 5715
Bretmoor Drive, Orangevale, CA
95662 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“S & H Cleaning Service” 5715
Bretmoor Drive, Orangevale,
CA 95662. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

6,2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
S&H 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08537
Jeannette Dvorak, 11632 Heavy
Tree Court, Gold River, CA
95670 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“JDV Wellness” 11632 Heavy
Tree Court, Gold River, CA
95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

15,2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
JDV 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08561
PureFunction Formulations
LLC, 8200 Baymore Way,
Citrus Heights, CA 95621
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Purefunction” 8200 Baymore
Way, Citrus Heights, CA
95621. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

16, 2023
Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
PUREFUNCTION 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08496
Volodymyr Filatov, 9736 Fair
Oaks Boulevard Apt 406,

Fair Oaks, CA 95628 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Well Done
Handyman Services” 9736 Fair
Oaks Boulevard Apt 406, Fair
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County
November 14, 2023

Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
WELL 12-15-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08468
Christopher  Mario  Aguirre,
12520 Farlen Circle, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95742 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Rancho
Valley Heating and Air’ 12520
Farlen Circle, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95742. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

13,2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
RANCHO 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08387
Victor Garcia-Contreras, 7659
Denio Way, Citrus Heights,
CA 95610 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Erica’s Cafe” 7451
Greenback Lane, Citrus Heights,
CA 95610. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

8,2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
ERICAS 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08630
Joyce Weinberg, 4654 Cabana
Way, Sacramento, CA 95822
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Red’s Plumbing” 4520 Franklin
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA
95820. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

20,2023
Publish: December 1,8, 15, 22, 2023
REDS 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08610
Heavenly Vibe, Inc.,, 6610
Folsom Auburn Road Suite
2, Folsom, CA 95630 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Coffee
Republic/Coffee Republic,
Folsom” 6610 Folsom Auburn
Road Suite 2, Folsom, CA
95630. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

20,2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
COFFEE 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08286
Jeanine M Perkins, 7207 Winter
Willow Court, Sacramento, CA
95828 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“CA'Jeanine’s” 4581 Mack Road,
Sacramento, CA 95823. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 6, 2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
JEANINES 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08263
Georgiy  Tokmakov, 7652
Laguna Beach Way, Antelope,
CA 95843 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “City Wise Solutions”
7652 Laguna Beach Way,
Antelope, CA 95843. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 6, 2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
CITY 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08671
Dilbag Singh, 250 Touchstone
Place Apt #63, West
Sacramento, CA 95691 is
doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Sacramento Reefer Repair’
1643 Salizar Way, Sacramento,
CA 95835. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

22,2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
SACRAMENTO 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08014
Maggie Lan Thach, 8646 Tegea
Way, Elk Grove, CA 95624 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Divine
Brows and Beauty” 2440 Fulton
Avenue Suite 10, Sacramento,
CA 95825. Filed with the Clerk
of Sacramento County October

27,2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
DIVINE 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08393
Sacramento Hypnotherapy,
LLC, 4250 H Street Suite 4,
Sacramento, CA 95819 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Sacramento
Hypnotherapy/California School
of Hypnotherapy” 4250 H
Street Suite 4, Sacramento, CA
95819. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

8,2023
Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
SACRAMENTO 12-22-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08662
Alberto Juarez, 4849 Tomasini
Way, Sacramento, CA 95823
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Botanica Obatala” 9317 La
Riviera, Sacramento, CA
95826. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

21,2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
BOTANICA 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08820
Phaya Thai Halal LLC, 4310
Marconi Avenue, Sacramento,
CA 95821 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Phaya Thai Halal’
4310 Marconi Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95821. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 30, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
PHAYA 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08807
Fatt Catt Tattoo, 5159 Madison
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95841
is doing business under the
Fictiious Business Name(s)
“Fat Cat Tattoo/Fat Cat Tattoo
916" 5159 Madison Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 29, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
FAT 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08718
Gabriel E Costa lll, 7307 Herlong
Way, North Highlands, CA
95660 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Gabe’s Ohana Auto Shop”
6807 30" Street Unit-C, North
Highlands, CA 95660. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 27, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
GABES 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08684
StarPointe Consulting Inc., 5150
Fair Oaks Boulevard Suite 101,
Carmichael, CA 95608 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Empowered
Mindset Coaching” 10523 Fair
Oaks Boulevard #121, Fair
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

November 22, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
EMPOWERED 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08677
Marysol Laguna, 6070 Ehrhardt
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95823
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Sol Interpreting” 6112 Demonte
Way, Elk Grove, CA 95757. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 22, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
SOL 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08719
KS Management & Consulting
Services LLC, 2404 Del Paso
Road Suite 120, Sacramento,
CA 95834 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “KS  Consultants”
2404 Del Paso Road Suite 120,
Sacramento, CA 95834. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 27, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
KS 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08347
Todd Rowe, 2660 Night Hawk
Way, Camino, CA 95709 is
doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Foothill Vending Services” 2660
Night Hawk Way, Camino, CA
95709. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

7,2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
FOOTHILL 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08589
Taxtime LLC, 7162 Fair Oaks
Boulevard Apt 2, Carmichael, CA
95608 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“TaxTime” 2701 Cottage Way
Suite 1, Sacramento, CA
95825. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

17,2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
TAXTIME 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08361
Drew Berryessa, 9369 Emory
Court, Sacramento, CA 95829
is doing business under the
Fictiious Business Name(s)
“Berryesco” 9369 Emory Court,
Sacramento, CA 95829. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 7, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
BERRYESCO 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08564
Brandon W Kelley, 1390
Broadway Suite A, Placerville,
CA 95667 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Classic Muscle” 3341
Fitzgerald Road Suite A, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95742. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

November 16, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
CLASSIC 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08700
Debra A Bannister, 5228
Keystone Avenue, Sacramento,
CA 95841 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Butter Me Sourdough”
5228 Keystone Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 22, 2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
BUTTER 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08057
Roper Food Service, 4990
Rocklin Road #100, Rocklin,
CA 95677 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Jimboys Tacos 110"
708 E Bidwell Street, Folsom,
CA 95630. Filed with the Clerk
of Sacramento County October

30,2023
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
JIMBOYS 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08720
Old Roots Inc, 3305 Elkhorn
Boulevard  Unit 8, North
Highlands, CA 95660 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Old Roots”
3305 Elkhomn Boulevard

Unit 8, North Highlands, CA
95660. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November
27,2023

Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
OLD 12-29-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08447
Vera Lewis, 636 Tailwind Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95838 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Space 9
Collective” 636 Tailwind Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95838. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 9, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,
2024

SPACE 1-5-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08446
PurSpace LLC, 9719 Lincoln
Village Drive #504, Sacramento,
CA 95827 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “The PurSpace Shop”
636 Tailwind Drive, Sacramento,
CA 95838. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

9, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,

2024
PURSPACE 1-5-23
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-08619
Ryan McCarty, 40854 17" West
Street, Palmdale, CA 93551
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“The Market Real Estate/The
Market’ 1610 R Street Suite 280,
Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento
County November 20, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,
2024
MARKET 1-5-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08939
Daphni  Ames, 6617 Filbert
Avenue,  Orangevale, CA
95662 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “llluminated Images by
Daphni” 6617 Filbert Avenue,
Orangevale, CA 95662. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 6, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,

2024
ILLUMINATED 1-5-23
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-08951
Mohammad Nawaz Tawfig,
4029 Marconi Avenue Apt #86,
Sacramento, CA 95821 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Bakhtar
Fashion” 2922 Eastern Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95821. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento
County December 6, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,

2024
BAKHTAR 1-5-23
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-08785
Albedo Arts Community Inc.,
2668 Ball Way, Sacramento, CA
95821 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Royal Sport & Dance Lab”
2668 Ball Way, Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November
29,2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,
2024
ROYAL 1-5-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08923
Blinker LLC, 1501 5™ Street Unit
647, Sacramento, CA 95814
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Blinkr” 1501 5™ Street Unit 647,
Sacramento, CA 95814. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 5, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,
2024

BLINKR 1-5-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08853
Chelesea C Stephney,
6430 Vermer Avenue #13,
Sacramento, CA 95841 is
doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Safe Gatherings Weight Loss
Management” 6430 Verner
Avenue #13, Sacramento, CA
95841. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

1,2023

Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,
2024

SAFE 1-5-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08599
Rosa Farfan Nunez, 3441 Data
Drive #373, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “The Roses Cleaning
Company” 3441 Data Drive
#373, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

17,2023

Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,
2024

ROSES 1-5-23

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV011207
Tiffany Diane Delany-Bierbaum
has filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing the
name(s) of Tiffany Diane Delany-
Bierbaum to Tiffany Diane
Bierbaum-Yates.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on January 24, 2024,
at 9:.00 a.m. in Department
54, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-

tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: November 6, 2023
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
YATES 12-15-23

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV011592
Jibril Asim Jelani Bob has filed
a petition with this court for a
decree changing the name(s)
of Jibril Asim Jelani Bob to Jibril
Asim Jelani Kemet.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on January 31, 2024,
at 9:00 am. in Department
54, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: November 14, 2023
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
KEMET 12-15-23

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV011469
Traci Fonseca and Gery
Remiero have filed a petition
with this court for a decree
changing the name(s) of Nico
Louis Remeiro to Nico Remeiro
Fonseca.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on January 31, 2024,
at 9:00 a.m. in Department
54, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: November 13, 2023
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15, 2023
FONSECA 12-15-23

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV009530
Marcela ltaborai Cabitto has
filed a petition with this court for
a decree changing the name(s)
of Marcela Itaborai Cabitto to
Marcela Itaborai Marin.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on January 16, 2024,
at 1:30 p.m. in Department
53, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: October 6, 2023

Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: Nov 24, Dec 1, 8, 15,2023
MARIN 12-15-23

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV010813
Olga Bakin and Valerii Bakin
have filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing the
name(s) of Semion Bakin to Sam
Bakin.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on January 18, 2024,
at 9:00 am. in Department
54, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: October 31, 2023
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
BAKIN 12-22-23

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV010302
Erich Simpson has filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing the name(s) of Ronin
Reed Walkowsky to Ronin Reed
Simpson.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on February 7, 2024,
at 1:30 p.m. in Department
53, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: November 6, 2023
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2023
SIMPSON 12-22-23

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV001549
Kathy Dawn Mirrione has filed a
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing the name(s) of
Kathy Dawn Mirrione to Kathy
Dawn Schroeder-Creed.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this
court on February 28, 2024,
at 1:30 p.m. in Department
53, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should

not be granted.

Dated: November 14, 2023
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023
MIRRIONE 12-29-23

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
JAMES KENT
CASE NO. 23PR000549
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-

tate, or both, of James Kent.

A Petition for Probate has
been filed by Shelly Kerley, in
the Superior Court of California,
County of Sacramento, request-
ing Shelly Kerley be appointed
as personal representative(s)
to administer the estate of the
decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as fol-
lows January 2, 2024, 9:00
a.m. in Dept Zoom; Superior
Court of California, County
of Sacramento, Wiliam R.
Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826.
Zoom Teleprescence: https:/
saccourt-ca-gov.zoomgov.
com/my/sscdept1i29  Meeting:
16133529231

This matter is set for a court
hearing/appearance using the
Zoom Application for the above
referenced date and time. In or-
der to participate in your Zoom
hearing, you must either use a
computer or smart device with
internet access, and have down-
loaded the Zoom application.
If you do not have compatible
technology, then you can attend
the hearing using a telephone
and calling the designated toll
free telephone conference line.
You must appear by Zoom
Application or Telephone using
the designated department ac-
count referenced below at least
5 minutes before your sched-
uled hearing date and time; and
wait for a court representative to
take roll. Department 129 zoom
link: https://saccourt-ca-gov.
zoomgov.com/my/sscdept129 or
Toll Free Telephone Conference
Line @ (888) 475-499, with
meeting ID #689-534-3925

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Petitioner
is: Shelly Kerley, 6217 Clara
Way, North Highlands, CA
95660; 916-470-2063
Publish: December 8, 15, 22, 2023
KENT 12-22-23

LIEN SALE

LIEN SALE
2016 Subaru Legacy, VIN#
453BNEJ6XG3051024; License
#9BGY267 (CA)
Sale Date: December 27, 2023.
Time 9:00AM
Location: LJ's Towing, 333 N
Pioneer Avenue, Woodland, CA
95776
Publish: December 15,2023

SUBARU 12-15-23

MPG
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COFW Awards Scholastic Archery
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CDFW volunteer NASP instructor Debbie W. trains new NASP teacher in Monterey, CA. Photo

courtesy of CDFW

CDFW News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The California Department
of Fish and Wildlife’s
(CDFW) National Archery
in the Schools Program
(CalNASP) will add 11
new extensions to its
in-school target archery
program for the 2023-
24 school year. That is a
department record since
CalNASP’s inception in
2005.

CalNASP is a tar-
get archery program
designed to be taught by
credentialed teachers and
delivered to students in
physical education or elec-
tive classes in grades 4-12.
The program provides
educators the opportunity
to engage with partici-
pants through a sport that
is inclusive of all students,
no matter their skill level
or ability.

“CalNASP allows true
inclusion when it comes
to students being able
to participate in a team
sport,” says CalNASP
Coordinator Leticia
Palamidessi. “The very
nature of the program is

set up so that schools of
any size or capacity can
offer their students the
opportunity to be a part
of a team, and I’m proud
more schools and more
students will have this
opportunity this year.”

CDFW’s CalNASP
Equipment Grant pro-
vides new schools with a
start-up archery equipment
kit, training on how to use
the equipment and curric-
ulum resources to begin
target archery classes.
Prior to 2023, the most
equipment grants awarded
in one year by CDFW
were 10, totaling roughly
$32,000 per year.

“Not only did CDFW
award the most equip-
ment grants in program
history in 2023, they also
garnered the largest appli-
cant pool, as well,” said
Palamidessi.

In 2023, the CalNASP
Equipment Grant was
awarded to five California
high schools, and six ele-
mentary/middle schools.
Two of the schools teach
a large percentage of
unhoused or foster youth,
while another has 10

percent of its students with
a documented disabil-
ity. Adaptive equipment
is available for students
with physical disabilities
who wish to participate in
CalNASP.

Public, private, char-
ter, continuation, home
and special education
schools can all apply for
and administer CalNASP.
The curriculum is aligned
to the State Physical
Education Standards and
offers standards-based
activities from other sub-
ject areas, such as Math,
English and Language
Arts.

To qualify for CDFW’s
CalINASP Equipment
Grant schools must get
district approval to teach
target archery during
school hours as part of
their everyday, in-school
lessons. They must also
submit a full application
packet during the grant
application cycle which
runs from Sept. 1 - June
30. Teachers administer-
ing the program will have
to obtain an archery cer-
tification through CDFW
prior to starting lessons. %

Local United Way Takes
on Sacramento Housing Crisis

Kristin Thébaud Communications
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - United Way
California Capital Region is now
directly addressing Sacramento’s hous-
ing crisis with the formation of its
new Community Support Services
department that will include hous-
ing navigation services through the
California Advancing and Innovating
Medi-Cal program (CalAIM) for peo-
ple on Medi-Cal who are unhoused or
at risk of losing housing.

“Our local United Way has always
focused on our community’s biggest
needs, and currently the housing pre-
dicament we are in is so great that we
know we have to do our part to help
those impacted by rising rent costs and
increased risks of being unhoused,”
said Dr. Dawnté Early, President and
CEO, United Way California Capital
Region. “We are investing in our fam-
ilies and utilizing this program as
another tool in our box, ensuring those
who are unhoused, or at risk of being
unhoused, and on Medi-Cal, can get the
help and resources they need to find or
maintain housing.”

United Way’s housing navigation
program works with local individu-
als and families currently unhoused or
at risk of being unhoused to help them
find housing, receive deposit assistance
and sustain their housing. Through
referrals, the program’s housing nav-
igator works with each eligible client
to identify barriers and housing needs,

find housing options, assist in the appli-
cation process, and obtain assistance for
move-in costs such as security deposits,
first and last month’s rent, utility depos-
its and medically necessary aids. Once
suitable housing is determined, United
Way works with newly housed clients
to identify the root causes of them being
unhoused or at risk of being unhoused,
and then addresses their needs and goals
to maintain stable housing, including
health care, education, substance use
treatment, financial literacy or counsel-
ing services.

“United Way is proud to enter this
important space helping Sacramento
residents embark on a path of sus-
tainable housing,” Early said. “We
understand that to eliminate poverty,
education is key to building a stron-
ger, healthier and more compassionate
Capital Region. For kids to excel in
school, they cannot be worried about
where they are going to sleep at night.
That’s why this investment in local
families is important both in the fight
to end this housing crisis and to build
future opportunities for children to
break the cycle of poverty.”

Housing navigation program partici-
pants must live in Sacramento County,
be unhoused or at risk of losing hous-
ing, and be a Medi-Cal member with
Health Net, Molina Healthcare or
Anthem Blue Cross. For more infor-
mation or to make a referral, visit
https://www.yourlocalunitedway.org/
our-work/invest-in-families/hous-
ing-navigation/. *

Be o part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

MPG  call us today at 916-773-1111

CALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Superior Landscape Services
Landscaping and Maintenance

« Sprinkler Repair/install * Pruning
* Mowing/Trimming ¢ Fertilizing

[msumed
Lic#794551

(916) 728-5812 » Cell (916) 761-0999
Dave Cochran Owner + dave_SLS@surewest.net

A-1 AFFORDABLE ROOFING
SERVICES, INC

* New Roofs ¢ Certifications * Roof Repairs
* Dry Rot Repairs * Roof Inspections ¢ Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor

/?/\ 1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673
"V&II: (916) 206-1613

Contractor Lic. #1064966

GREENWAY TREE SERVICE

Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning,
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

TD SNELL CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Concrete, Foundation, Flatwork,
Rough Framing
Residential and Commercial
Remodel and New Construction
Tiny Houses, ADU Homes

Tom Snell
Cell 916-432-9380 | Office 916-991-1932 | tom.snell@sbcglobal.net

CSLB Lic#585156

DRAINS ONLY

THE DRAIN & SEWER
CLEANING CO.

Charles Mitchell
916-868-5771
CMIR6348@GMAIL.COM

4 Picket Ct. Sacramento, CA:95823
SPB12018-00953

-/ Rio Linda Eye Care £=>

Laser Surgery * Eye Glasses * Contact Lenses
* Eyewear for Computer Users

Dr. William Fleischmann
(916) 991-8444

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 Rio Linpa Bivp., Surte B, Rio Linpa

All"Atnerican Pro Construction
' Family-owned & operated.

7 We offer Veterans & Senior Discounts
Great Craftsmanship & Customer Service

Specializing in Kitchen & Bath
Remodels, plus Much More

BIG or sMaLL, We Do It All. Give Us a Call.
216-504-0188
CSLB# 1089369, Licensed, Bonded & Insured |

LG Moving_Service

Serving The Greater Sacramentn Ared

(416) a88-d182

Gall for @ free quote

Residential | Expert Packing Service
Office | Supplies

1

M\us’l St‘:ﬂd It PUSI(?

justsendit11@yahoo.com
Phone: (916) 723-8855 * Fax: (9106) 723-0208
Mon.-Fri. 10-5  Sat. & Sun. CLOSED

7250 Auburn Blvd. #C Citrus Heights, CA 95610
www.justsenditpostal.com

NOTARY * PRINTING * SHREDDING

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

'FOLLOW US

for Local News
and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group

. ) Facebook: @MPG8dotcom

J

" TRACTOR SERVICE

* Mowing ¢ Rototilling
* Discing * Scraper/Loader
Call

(916) 991-8431
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It’s a Credit Card
Addiction

Dear Dave,

I think my mother-in-law
has a serious credit card
problem. She can’t afford
stuff, but she shops any-
way, chalks up more and
more debt, acquires more
credit cards, and thinks
she’ll pay for it all later
somehow. Her ex-husband
has bailed her out a few
times, but he’s unwilling
to help anymore. My wife
and I, and my wife’s sister,
want to address this issue,
but we’re all worried about
her reaction, and we don’t
know where to start. Do
you have any advice??

— Randall
Dear Randall,

First, everyone involved
should understand they’re
likely to receive an angry
response from this lady if

Dave Ramsey Says

she’s confronted over her
actions. Sometimes peo-
ple get ticked off when
they hear the truth, espe-
cially when it’s connected
to their own misbehavior.
It may even be a good idea
for your wife and her sis-
ter to get some advice from
a family counselor before-
hand. Really, what we’re
talking about here is an
intervention.

Also, you need to stay
out of the discussion. This
is something for her daugh-
ters to handle. Support
your wife and her sister
through it all, but if you’re
in there asking questions
and probing around, you’re
liable to come off as the
evil son-in-law. And you
folks don’t need to add any
more problems to the mix.

They need to sit down
with her in a quiet setting,
one where there are no
interruptions, no television
and no one else. Start with
the fact that they love her
and care about her deeply.
That’s very important in a
situation like this. But they
also have to walk through
what’s really going on, and
let her know they’re tired of

P B )
MPG

watching her destroy her-
self, and her finances, with
her irresponsible behavior.

If she had a drinking
problem, you’d want to try
to make her see how alco-
hol was hurting her and the
relationships she has with
her family. In this case, she
basically has a credit card
addiction. And it’s wreak-
ing havoc on her financial
well-being and people who
care about her.

So, show as much love
and understanding as pos-
sible. But someone needs
to say something soon.

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an
eight-time national
bestselling author, per-
sonal finance expert and
host of “The Ramsey
Show.” He has appeared

on “Good Morning
America,” “CBS This
Morning,” “Today,”
Fox News, CNN, Fox

Business and many more.
Since 1992, Dave has
helped people take con-
trol of their money, build
wealth and enhance their
lives. He also serves as
CEO for the company
Ramsey Solutions. *

Sacramento Kings and SMF
Announce Historic Partnership

Sacramento County Department
of Airports News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento
Kings and Sacramento International
Airport (SMF) announced a ground-
breaking partnership, marking one of
the first formal partnerships between
a U.S. airport and an NBA franchise.
Over the next three seasons, SMF will
serve as the official airport partner of the
Sacramento Kings.

“We are thrilled to partner with
the Sacramento International Airport
and provide fans and travelers exclu-
sive touch points to the Kings,” said
Sacramento Kings President of Business
Operations John Rinehart. “Through
unique co-branded experiences, we will
magnify what it means to be Sacramento
Proud while creating impactful
moments for all who travel to and from
the airport.”

“SMF has proudly served as the
departure point for Kings road games
for many years, so this partnership
represents an evolution for our respec-
tive teams,” said Sacramento County
Department of Airports Director Cindy
Nichol. “This collaboration provides
us an opportunity to work with one of
the most creative marketing teams in
the NBA.”

This partnership holds importance
for the Sacramento community as it
represents a fusion of two influential
entities dedicated to enhancing the local
experience. The historic collaboration
opens doors to innovative initiatives that
will directly benefit the local population,

allowing them to engage with their
favorite basketball team in unique and
exciting ways including opportunities
to win exclusive Kings prizes, inter-
act with Kings personalities at select
events at the airport and view franchise
memorabilia. From exciting game-
day activations to social media content
and community-driven programs, this
partnership aims to generate lasting
memories for fans while fostering a
strong sense of unity and pride among
Sacramento residents.

Beyond the local impact, this collabo-
ration also marks a significant milestone
in the realm of sports partnerships in
California showcasing the innovative
spirit of both SMF and the Sacramento
Kings. By pioneering this unique part-
nership, SMF and the Kings are not
only breaking new ground in the state
but also inspiring other organizations to
explore unconventional collaborations
that can enrich communities and create
memorable experiences for fans.

As this partnership unfolds over
the next three seasons, SMF and the
Sacramento Kings are committed to
delivering unparalleled experiences,
both within the airport premises, Golden
1 Center and throughout the Sacramento
region. Together, they are set to rede-
fine the way communities interact with
sports and travel, setting a new standard
for partnerships that prioritize commu-
nity engagement, creativity, and shared
enthusiasm. Sacramento can look for-
ward to a bright future, filled with
exciting events, innovative initiatives,
and a sense of camaraderie. *

WE SUPPORT
FIRST RESPONDERS

) ")) WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Advertise in your local community newspaper

Call 916-773-1111

Local Classifieds

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote -Call now before
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??
Your car donation to Patriotic
Hearts helps veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495. (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama ahora:
1-844-244-5441 (24/7)(cal-scan)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offerl Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (car-scan)

WANTED! Old  Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by
hobbyist 1948-1998 Only. Any
condition. Top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: Porscheresto-
ration@yahoo.com  (ca-scan-2/1724)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup -
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion — Help Find Missing Kids!
Call 1-888-491-1453. (ca-scan)

Donating your vehicle? Get
more! Free Towing. Tax De-
ductible. Plus a $200 restau-
rant voucher and a 2-night/3-
day hotel stay at one of 50
locations. Call Heritage for the
Blind to donate your vehicle
today. CALL 1-844-491-2884

(Cal-SCAN)

Computer Service

insky’s

PC Configurations

Alan Tinaky
Phone: 916-622-2269
Zeonlig @ sbeglobal net

www.zinskysperepair.com

[ Visit: mpg8.com |

"

A free scratch-and-sniff

IEOuUest your
mysmelitest.org/news
) 1 the OR |

Take the Smell
Test Challenge

~BASEBALL-

Hall of Fame
Tour P®

Anieed MLE games ot

sion & Mew York Yankess
il & huock

Far morne information, call or text for a free brochune: S07 2171328

Advertise in

your local

community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (carscan)

Fitness/Yoga

Your Fitness Genie

[ 2 Virtual Sessions
Your -y

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

i Be Active, Call Today! [J
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

(916)768-8767

'V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

‘84 Corvette, 88,000 miles,
engine is extremely strong,
4 speed tranny, get’s up and
goes. Interior needs work.
Primered. First $2,500 drives
it away. 530-742-9144 leave
message. (TFN)

Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663

vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/

Call or come by

Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com  (tFn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-888-892-

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUP
Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul

NEED: Landscaping bark?
Gutters cleaned?
Light fence work?
CALL 916/205-9310
‘5 or 916/627-9000f

5598 (Cal-SCAN)
Help Wanted Landscaping
P nternational
Kop mamias CREATE YOUR
Many Positions are PARADISE

Available. Please no
phone calls. Apply in
person.
10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
emment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-855-480-0769

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 9/30/23) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1- 888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

Need .
Help? =

\

Hire '

(RS
I,."

a \\
Pro! o0

GOT LOCAL
NEWS?2

Call
(916)
TT3
1111

Visit: mpg8.com

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting.
Residential/ commercial

Amencan Landscape Design
& Installation, Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maimtenzance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#aM9as

Legal Services

CANCEL YOUR TIME-
SHARE Call Attorney Sid
Connor,  your  nationally

trusted consumer protection
attorney *40+ years experi-
ence 1,000+ clients repre-
sented *99% success rate
L. Sidney Connor IV, Esq. 1500
U.S. Highway 17 North Suite
209 Surfside Beach, SC 29575
https://www.timeoutco.com/

info@timeoutco.com  Phone:
1-843-846-3688 Bar No.:
0001363 (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Guitar Lessons
Beginner to Advanced . $20/
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/30/23)

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

D0
MPG

We
Support
Our
Military

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Tree Service

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.
oz
&
TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
TREE TRIMMING,/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist

916-722-6321

BPTreeServices.com
_ VISA/MASTER CARD
California Contractors Lic #1036031

Advertise in
your local
community

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

> Is Age A Problem?

Work?

Deserve?

My wife laughed when | wanted to be a CEO,
But when | took the company public?

» Can’t Get That Right Job?

» Have You Been Downsized?

» Want To Change Industries?

> Do You Find Sending Resumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?

> Are You Reaching The Unpublished Market?

» Would You Be Open To Remote or Hybrid

» Are You Getting The Compensation That You

Executives: FREE Resume Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation and Guidance

Next Level 646 219-0000

Resume to vpcareers20@gmail.com

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats

by Jeff Pickering

UH... THE OPPOSITE
OF NATURAL
STUPIDITY P

GRANDPA, WHAT
15 ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCEP

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps
| WONDER IF THEPIGS [ INEVER SEE THEMDO Y[ DO YOU THINK THEY | [HMM, HE'S GOT A POINT.
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS? ] | ANYTHING BUT EAT AND || GET EACH OTHER GIFTS || INEVER SEE YoU WEAR
SLEEP ALL THE TME. |  _FOR THE HOLIDAYS? _f | THAT SWEATER | BOUGHT,

0 SUNPUAS s, Dunl CEOAS

»
%
i

1
3

T AT, JERNFER, THAT T WAS,
N FACH STIRRING BUT T ReEssNT r
KoU DR4C2BING ME AS N "CREATURE .

YAKMTELL | WANT TC GIVE HIM A
THMBLE THEATRE PRESENTS INEED To GET A YA WILL START PAYIN' | GIFT, MoT FALSE HOPE.
A GIFT FOR ROUGH HOUSE. FER YER Fo
o

HIM
oD,
e

o

PECPLE ARE '
50 GENEROUS 1) moost s
THIS TIME OF i

-
AND WHAT UH...

gy o Goo SIR. 1 AN
BEGINMING TO THNK

THIS 5 A GRIFT,

MuCcH! AND MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

4
-

' 72 THERE'S A LIVE. SIR!
- . 3 LIVE. SIR!
'ﬁ,&?zflrﬁgfﬁ [THIS 15 CHRISTMAS! vou DoN'T

USE CHARITY To SCAM 7
GOOD-HEARTED PEOPLE., I

HOCUS-FOCUS

|

il sriwe oTieR
o ll GRFTERS, HOWEVER,
15 ALWAYS
SEASON.

EATRAFOR MY
CoP CoSTumM
CTALT

EXPENSE REPORTS
EXIST FOR A REASON,

BY

uenaveoutvore  Find at least six differences in details between panels.

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc
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Just Like Cate & Dogs by Dave T, Phipps

EBIIV = BFR Fy .

© -
WHITE
v |
]
Je X

|WILLTRY YOUR BOTTOMLESS PASTA BOWL)
CHALLENGE, | WORE My STRETCHY PANTS, S0
M PRETTY SURE I'LL HIT ROCK BOTTOM. _

Classified

Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!

PG
MPG

916.773.1111
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@ LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?
" We Can Do That!

916-773-1111

g Call to place your
oF _ legal advertising
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢« YEAR-IN-REVIEW

CLUES CROSSWORD
ACROSS 3 7
1. *Herald, Idalia or
Ophelia

6. Do this in the bud 14

9. Parts of play
13. Cocoon dwellers

17

14. Paleozoic or meso-
zoic, e.g.

15. Alexandre Duma'’s
“The Black ___"

16. Concerning, archaic
17. Talking Heads’ “And
She "

18. Give a speech

19. *¥2023 World Series
winners

21. *Imploded submers-
ible’s destination

23. *Kali Uchis’ “1 Wish
__ Roses”

24, Don't step on it
twice!

25. *Ryan Gosling's #48
Across role

28. Winter window
picture

30. Imprisons

35. Aphrodite’s son

37. Hindu serpent deity
39. Toughness

40. Angler’s hope

41, Stephen Curry, e.g.
43. Opposed to

44, Tastes like lemon
46. Seven-year desire
47. Turf alternative

48. *Highest-grossing
2023 movie to-date
50. Chris Hemsworth's
repeating role

52. Auction batch

53. Cheese on Pelo-
ponnese

55. Kombucha, e.g.
57. *Retired media
magnate

61. *King Charles Ill's
Royal House

65. On the radio (2
words)

66. *Ryder Cup 2023
runner-up

68. 1000 kilograms

69. “Beat it!”

70. Lake, in France
71. Manila hemp

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

888-804-0913

all 388-804-0913

ar e, Fod promo detalks phease

© StatePoint Media

33. Like 1950s style, today

72. Foot digits 34. *"The Eras Tour” star [ - call today and receivea %‘l%
73. Freudian topic 36. Balkan native — FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
74. Runner 38. St. Louis attraction | 7z PLUS $1600 OFF
42. Hindu garment |

DOWN 45. Combining two forms SAFENSSTEP 1.855.576.5653
1. Joust verbally 49. What kneecap and WaLk-IN TuS
2. Cat food flavor leech have in common e e e e e
3. Word before sesame 51. Airbnb offering
4. Gangly 54. Northernmost land, to 6
5. Type of shower the ancients
6. *Company from which 56. a.k.a. adobar or carne 615 4
#57 Across retired, de vinha d'alhos

Corp 57. Lion's share
;. ?est egg, acri 58. Beyond natural, in U.K. 2 116 7

. Trattoria staple 59. Steak preference
9. S|i<gn of a saint 60. Days, ﬁ\ Havana 6 3 7 2
10. Kin group 61. *Showtime's “ :The

11. South American Aftermath” T 8 7 3 9
monkey 62. Certain social media

12. Design detail, for short message 1 3 8 4
15. Sacred objects on a 63. A third of thrice

pole 64. Infantry’s last rows

20. Bitterly regretting 67. *7r-yAFrRA 5 3 8 9

22. Dwight D. Eisenhower

24. Boat race 8 4 2

25. Meat on a stick

26. “Fear of Flying” author 3
Jong © StatePoint Media

27. Post-it user Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every

29. *Site of tragic wildfires row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
31. Objectivity preventer

32. Declare invalid
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Biggest Lifelike Dinosaur Event Roars into Sacramento

Jurassic Quest
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - North
America’s most popular
interactive dinosaur expe-
rience is BACK, BIGGER
and BETTER than EVER!
Sacramento-area families
can walk among the nation’s
biggest herd of photorealis-
tic dinosaurs when Jurassic
Quest® opens at Cal Expo
Center for one weekend only
Jan. 12-14.

Loved by millions, only
Jurassic Quest can bring fam-
ilies memories this BIG!
Walk through 165 million
years of the Triassic, Jurassic
and Cretaceous periods to
learn about the creatures that
ruled the Earth! In addition to
life-like dinosaurs, Jurassic
Quest’s classic experiences
for the whole family include
some of the largest rideable
dinosaurs in North America,
live dinosaur shows, interac-
tive science and art activities
including a fossil dig and real
fossils like T-Rex teeth, a
triceratops horn and life-size
dino skull, a “Triceratots”
soft play area for our littlest
explorers, bounce houses and
inflatable attractions, photo
opportunities, and more.

New this year! Jurassic
Quest is bringing more
hands-on activities, educa-
tion and fun. This evolution,
Jurassic Quest includes an
expanded Excavation Station
and more Jurassic-themed
rides and inflatables. Even
our animatronic herd has
expanded to include fan
favorites, the Utahraptor and
Giganotosaurus. In addition
to “The Quest,” a self-guided
scavenger hunt style activity
where budding paleontolo-
gists can become Jr. Dinosaur
Trainers, Jurassic Quest has
launched a new video tour
that’s already getting “roaring
good” reviews from families
and features our star dino
trainers: Safari Sarah, Dino
Dustin, Prehistoric Nick and
Park Ranger Marty (avail-
able onsite and on your phone
via QR code)! All expanded
activities are included with
general admission. New
attractions launching in win-
ter include kids facing off
with the notoriously fast
Jurassic Quest Utahraptors
for “Raptor Run” races, and
“Rope-a-Raptor,” where
experienced “BrontoBusters”
help kids lasso stray dinos to
get them back to their pens.

The Jurassic Quest herd
of animatronic dinos — from
the largest predators to play-
ful baby dinos — are displayed
in realistic scenes with some

it Rt R
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Bronco Brian partners with velociraptor JoJo for a fun day o adventure at Jurassic Quest. Photo courtesy of Jurassic Quest
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< (916) 944-1197
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that move and roar, allowing
guests to experience them as
they were when they roamed
Earth millions of years ago.
Jurassic Quest works in col-
laboration with leading
paleontologists to ensure each
dinosaur is painstakingly rep-
licated in every detail, from
coloration to teeth size, to
textured skin, fur or feath-
ers, drawing on the latest
research about how we under-
stand dinosaurs looked and
moved. Families also have
the unique opportunity to
meet the babies, hatched only
at Jurassic Quest: Cammie
the Camarasaurus, Tyson
the T-Rex and Trixie the
Triceratops.

Advance purchase online
recommended to ensure
desired date and availabil-
ity at www.jurassicquest.
com, or tickets are available
on-site, and include a 100%
ticket guarantee that in the
event of a show cancellation
or postponement for any rea-
son, ticket purchases will be
automatically refunded for
the full purchase amount.

General admission tickets
include access to the dino-
saur exhibits, arts and crafts
activities, and dinosaur
shows. There are rides and
activities that require activ-
ity tickets available on site,
or guests can upgrade to the
Kids Unlimited Ticket (the
best value for children ages
2-10). Entry is free for chil-
dren under age 2. Guests
can walk through the dino-
saur experience at their own
pace, and strollers are per-
mitted. Socks required for
inflatable attractions. Some
venues may have wheelchairs
for use, but please contact
the venue in advance to make
arrangements.

Admission: Tickets avail-
able online (Standard, Senior
and Kids pricing available)

General admission includes
live shows, arts and crafts
activities, and dinosaur exhib-
its. Tickets for individual
activities available on-site.
Free entry for children
under 2. KIDS UNLIMITED
TICKETS: Includes admis-
sion, plus unlimited access to
stationery and walking dino-
saur rides, fossil dig, and
dinosaur themed inflatable
attractions (Note: maximum
weight for rides is 1401bs.).
Location: Cal Expo Center
(1600 Exposition Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA) Hours:
Friday, Jan. 12: 9am-8pm /
Saturday, Jan. 13: 9am-8pm /
Sunday, Jan. 14: 9am-7pm

For more information and
tickets visit www.juras-
sicquest.com. *

DENTAL
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A Big Change at EDD

EDD changes unemployment contractor after scams

w

. 1
The offices of the Employment Development Department in Sacramento where it all went wrong. Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., CalMatters

By Lynn La, CALMatters.org

California has a new unem-
ployment and disability payment
contractor after the state’s
multi-billion-dollar pandemic
fraud panic. The Employment
Development Department hopes
it will be the end of an era of
brazen scams, which wreaked
havoc for laid-off workers and
fueled police busts involving
stacks of ill-gotten debit cards
issued at the department’s direc-
tion by then-contractor Bank of
America.

EDD tells CalMatters that on
Monday it plans to begin noti-
fying 850,000 benefit recipients
of the new payment provider:
Money Network, an electronic
payment company owned by

l\

finance tech company Fiserv.
Money Network may sound
familiar; it was also tapped by
the federal government and
Gov. Gavin Newsom to pay
out COVID-era stimulus funds,
which attracted its own waves
of debit card scams.

Money Network won the
EDD contract after a competi-
tive bidding process. It comes
as the agency embarks on a five-
year, $1.2 billion tech overhaul
known as EDDNext.

The contract will primarily be
paid for through a debit card rev-
enue-sharing agreement, similar
to the EDD’s previous deal with
Bank of America. The agency
will also pay $32 million over
five years for Money Network
to offer a long-discussed direct

ENJOY OUR FRESHL‘:’ BM{EI] BREAD & BﬂtHE

104571 OLS0N DR RAMCHO CORDOVA, CA 95670

FROZEH 2 FIS DEPT

Imitation
Crah Meat

{Skin On)
REG $49%a

$99

deposit option to workers’ bank
accounts, which the EDD says
will launch in spring 2024.

In mid-January, people receiv-
ing unemployment, disability
and paid leave benefits from the
EDD will be mailed new Money
Network debit cards. Payments
will officially begin on these
cards on Feb. 15. Anyone who
still has a Bank of America
EDD debit card will have until
April 15, 2024, to spend the
money.

In the meantime, fraud ana-
lysts tracking an uptick in
attacks on government ben-
efit debit cards — not just
California’s unemployment pro-
gram, but also food assistance
and others — will be watch-
ing to see what lessons have (or
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haven’t) been learned from the
pandemic. The new EDD cards
will include both security chips
and tap-to-pay options common
in consumer credit cards.

Still, the EDD is advis-
ing cardholders to be vigilant:
“Beware of scammers. We will
never request your personal
information by text message,
e-mail or on social media.”

Tens of thousands of
Californians are still await-
ing aid from the COVID-19
rent relief program. But as
CalMatters housing reporter
Ben Christopher explains, the
program may run out of money
before it can help the remaining
eligible applicants.

The $5.2 billion program
launched in 2021 to help

U $2.99,.
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AMERICAN/HISPANIC GROCERY

Californians pay down rental
debt they accumulated during
the pandemic. Though it stopped
taking new applications in 2022,
more than 70,000 households
still have applications pend-
ing. The program has enough
funding to cover a little more
than 14,000 people — meaning
the remaining 80% of the total
applicant pool is out of luck.
That’s devastating news for
tenants and landlords alike who
may ultimately wait in vain for
relief to come. As one graphic
designer and single mother told
Ben: “I’m trying to find a way
to freelance or do whatever I
can do to get the money to just
pay it myself... I can’t sit and
depend on it and wait because
it’s been two years.” *
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