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The Paid Sick Day Dilemma

P

F—

small business owners. Photo courtesy of Marcus-Aurelius Pexels

By Sameea Kamal,
Calmatters.org

California workers will be guar-
anteed five paid sick days a year
starting Jan. 1, up from the three days
that employers are currently required
to provide, thanks to Senate Bill 616.

The bill, authored by Long Beach
Democratic Sen. Lena Gonzalez, also
extends protections against retalia-
tion to workers who are in a union,
but excludes provisions that would
have granted railroad employees
access to unpaid sick leave.

It was a significant, but partial
victory for proponents, including
advocacy groups for families and
women and dozens of unions. They
originally sought seven days, but
the final version was reduced in

negotiations during the legislative
process.

The California Work & Family
Coalition hailed the law — one of
several measures last session aimed
at improving work-life balance — as
“a commonsense change.”

But trade associations represent-
ing various industries such as the
California Grocers Association
and California Hotel & Lodging
Association, as well as chamber of
commerce groups throughout the
state, argued that the law would hurt
small businesses that have not recov-
ered from the pandemic, are now
dealing with inflation and can’t afford
the additional cost of covering for
sick workers.

The National Federation of
Independent Business lists the new

The National Federation of Independent Business lists the new law among its top five “compliance headaches” for California’s

law among its top five “compliance
headaches” for California’s small
business owners in 2024, along with
SB 848, which makes it unlawful for
employers to refuse as many as five
days of “reproductive loss leave” for
miscarriages, failed adoptions and
other events.

The state Chamber of Commerce
had the sick leave law on its “job
killer” list and recently issued guid-
ance for employers to navigate the
law’s complexities.

There’s no federal law that requires
employers to give workers paid sick
leave. California became the second
state in the nation to adopt a paid sick
leave policy in 2014, but now pro-
vides less time than 15 states and
many of its own cities, including

Continued on page 3

How Sac County Meets
the Needs of Older Adults

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - California
launched the Master Plan
for Aging in 2021 to create
a California for All Ages
by 2030.

“We are all aging,
whether we’re 10, 20, 30,
40, or 70, 80, 90, or 100,”
says Heidi Richardson,
program planner with
the Sacramento County
Department of Child,
Family & Adult Services.
The benefits of support-
ing older residents are the
same as supporting all res-
idents: a community where
residents from birth to
older ages can thrive, enjoy

“We think of older people as needing care and help — and some do — but we all do at points in
our life. We want a society where people are able to say, “I need help.” Photo courtesy of Kampus Production

life, help others, and reach Sacramento’s age 60 will increase
out for help when in need. Growing Aging 187% from 2010 to 2060.
“We think of older people Population Conversely, the popula-

as needing care and help
— and some do — but we
all do at points in our life.
We want a society where
people are able to say, ‘I
need help.”

According to the
California Department
of Aging, the popu-
lation of Sacramento
County residents over

tion of younger residents
is decreasing.

“What’s going to hap-
pen in Sacramento County,
in probably 2026, is the
older adult population will

exceed the youth popula-
tion. That will be the first
time in history that that’s
ever happened," says Pam
Miller, executive director
of the Agency on Aging
Area 4. “There’s a whole
lot of things out there

Continued on page 3

David
Villanueva
Appointed

County
Executive

David Villanueva

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
County Board of
Supervisors unanimously
agreed to appoint Assistant
County Executive David
Villanueva as County
Executive. The appoint-
ment is effective January 28,
2024.

“I am pleased to announce
that the Board of Supervisors
voted unanimously to
appoint David Villanueva
as County Executive,” said
Board Chair and Third
District Supervisor Rich
Desmond. “David’s career
has been dedicated to pub-
lic service with Sacramento
County and the State of
California, with which he
has had extensive senior
management and executive
management experience.

“The County as an organi-
zation has made tremendous
progress over the last three
years. We are confident this
will continue under David’s
leadership. David brings
a unique combination of
business, accounting and
technology skills to this role,
and he has shown in prac-
tice that his decisions are
guided by honesty, integrity
and a passion for service and
transparency.”

Appointed Assistant
County Executive last May,
Villanueva has been serving
as Deputy County Executive
for the Administrative
Services Agency since
2011. Prior to that, he
began his County service as
Chief Information Officer/
Director of the Department
of Technology in 2008.
Before his County service,
Villanueva was the Deputy
Director/Chief Information
Officer for the California
Department of General
Services.

“l am deeply honored
and grateful for the trust
placed in me by the Board
of Supervisors in appoint-
ing me as the County
Executive,” said Villanueva.
“This opportunity to serve
our community is both a
privilege and a responsi-
bility that I undertake with
great dedication. I am com-
mitted to fostering a culture
of transparency, collab-
oration, and customer
service excellence within
our organization.

“In the spirit of public

Continued on page 2
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Evictions on the Rise

By Jeanne Kuang,
CALMatters.org

Eviction cases soared across
California in the year after the
last portion of a statewide mor-
atorium lapsed, a CalMatters
analysis of court data shows.

The elevated numbers
— in some places beyond
pre-pandemic levels — show
a significant portion of rent-
ers remain at risk of losing their
homes, despite the state’s roll-
out of a $5 billion rent relief
program during the pandemic
and a yearslong pause on many
eviction cases that many land-
lords have said disrupted their
businesses and income. A
nationwide study published this
year found increases in evic-
tion filings are associated with
slight upticks in the popula-
tion of homeless people living
in shelters.

The statewide moratorium
was extended until June 2022
for those who had applied for
rental assistance by March, bar-
ring evictions in cases where
tenants had not paid rent and
said they couldn’t because of
financial hardship wrought by
the pandemic. The law didn’t
stop evictions completely —
thousands were still locked out
under various exceptions — but
it dropped cases to record lows.
After it ended, a patchwork
of local protections for ten-
ants kicked in for cities that had
passed their own eviction lim-
its, which then phased out later in
2022 or earlier this year.

Recently obtained data from
when the statewide moratorium
was lifted through the summer of
2023 show that in a dozen of the
state’s most populous counties the
average monthly eviction filings
surpassed pre-pandemic averages.

Counties that extended local
moratoria also are seeing waves
of landlords seeking to remove
tenants, albeit delayed until after
their own rules end.

The post-moratoria spikes
could reverse a nearly decade-
long trend of evictions falling,
both in California and nation-
wide. While the overall number
of eviction cases filed post-pan-
demic remains far lower than the
peak years following the Great
Recession, researchers and ten-
ants’ advocates said they were
dismayed that while the mor-
atorium and rental assistance
kept eviction filings relatively
low for about three years, those
state interventions don’t appear
to have significantly blunted
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the number of evictions sought
afterward.

“We’re facing the eviction cliff
we tried to prevent during the
pandemic,” said Tim Thomas,
a sociologist and director of the
Urban Displacement Project
at UC Berkeley who analyzed
the data for CalMatters. “Being
back to normal this quickly is
concerning.”

Thomas attributed the wave
of eviction filings to a combina-
tion of state and local moratoria
expiring, inflation and the recent
expiration of several other pan-
demic aid programs that kept
families afloat, such as expanded
food assistance and loosened eli-
gibility to stay on Medi-Cal.

Landlords’ groups say the
yearslong moratoria gave prop-
erty owners no recourse when
tenants failed to pay rent even
when the economy started to
recover during the pandemic and
said lasting rental debt from the
pandemic is leading landlords to
now be more aggressive in seek-
ing evictions.

Landlords can only file for
evictions over unpaid rent from
the past 12 months, but that does
not forgive old debt, and ten-
ants’ advocates say there’s little
to stop landlords from applying
newly paid rent to old debt.
The National Equity Atlas, a
research group, estimates that as
of September, 605,000 California
households owed a total of $1.8
billion in back rent.

A state program that was open
from March 2021 through March

- ¥ __ i—.
Eviction cases have returned to, or surpassed, pre-pandemic levels. Image by Sammy-Sander from Pixabay

2022 required landlords and ten-
ants to apply for federally funded
rental assistance to cover back
rent from the pandemic before
landlords could seek an eviction.
But thousands who applied are
still waiting for the aid to cover
debts from that time period while
the program appears to be on
track to run out of money. Many
landlords said they had trou-
ble handling the program’s red
tape or had tenants who weren’t
approved for assistance for every
month that they owed rent.

Tenants’ advocates, however,
also blamed recent rent increases
for the high number of filings.
Even in counties that haven’t
been governed by any eviction
limits since last summer, cases
filed remained above pre-pan-
demic averages more than a year
later. Landlords who are sub-
ject to a 2019 rent cap law have
been allowed to raise rent on ten-
ants by as much as 10% this year,
due to last year’s record infla-
tion, though some cities have
stricter caps.

But in some counties —
including Sacramento, Los
Angeles and San Mateo — the
number of cases of tenants fac-
ing eviction increased this year
by more than 10% compared to
pre-pandemic levels, according
to the CalMatters analysis. The
highest leap was in Santa Clara
County, where evictions filed in
2023 through August were more
than 35% higher than in 2019, on
average.

Eviction filings do not

necessarily mean a tenant gets
kicked out. But the court filing
— known as an unlawful detainer
— starts a legal process with
strict timetables that could result
in a landlord being granted legal
possession of the unit, allowing
them to send a sheriff’s deputy to
perform a lockout.

The wave has swamped ten-
ants’ attorneys, most of whom
work for understaffed legal aid
organizations that represent
low-income residents. Few ten-
ants have attorneys in eviction
court, compared to landlords who
are represented most of the time.

The recent eviction case spikes
put California in line with other
Democratic states that extended
tenant protections during the
pandemic well beyond a federal
moratorium, such as Oregon or
Minnesota, Thomas said.

Kyle Nelson, a senior policy
and research analyst at Strategic
Actions for a Just Economy
who has studied evictions in
Los Angeles County, said based
on how long it took for evic-
tions to stabilize after the Great
Recession, some counties should
expect cases to remain elevated
for years.

CalMatters obtained more than
a year of data from courts in 19
of the state’s most populous
counties showing the number of
eviction cases filed each month
through August 2023, along with
nearly a decade of corresponding
historical figures compiled by the
Judicial Council, the agency gov-
erning the state’s court system.

In counties that did not extend
additional local eviction protec-
tions after the state law expired,
eviction filings began spiking
the month before the statewide
moratorium ended and reached
their peaks in late 2022. But they
remain elevated.

The court process allows for
landlords and tenants to settle a
case before it goes to trial, which
could include a payment plan to
avoid eviction or an agreement
to leave.

But tenants’ advocates point
out there are numerous ways a
tenant could also be “informally
evicted,” by moving out due to
the threat of a court case. The fil-
ings data do not include those
cases or show if a tenant moved
out during a court case. Eviction
cases are sealed from public view
— but not if the tenant loses in
court, making it more difficult for
them to rent again.

Landlords’ associations said
most property owners only file
for an eviction as a “last resort.”

In eviction court in Sacramento
one recent morning, tenants said
the process felt designed to pres-
sure them.

To avoid a trial, Keyarra Dunn
made a deal with her landlord to
stay in her apartment by agree-
ing to pay a portion of her back
rent in the next four days, and the
remainder — more than $7,000
— in three and a half weeks.

Dunn, 23, said she knew of
nowhere else to live if she and
her four young children had to
move out. She acknowledged
that she had fallen behind on rent
for at least four months, but said
she was getting divorced, had
been in and out of the hospital
and spends much of her income
as a car rental shop manager on
childcare.

She said it would have helped
to have had an attorney, and
wasn’t sure she could come up
with the money in time. Because
the settlement was made instead
of a judge’s ruling, it had all
the force of a court order. If she
can’t keep her end of the deal,
the eviction process would move
ahead quickly in court.

“I felt like T had to,” she said
of making the agreement. “It was
like, now or never, to pay a rent
amount that I might not have
all of.”

California Divide reporter
Felicia Mello contributed to
this story.

Data compiled by Ben
Christopher, Jeanne Kuang,
Alejandro Lazo, Felicia Mello
and Alejandra Reyes-Velarde. %
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service, I look forward to collabo-
rating with our dedicated team and
community stakeholders to con-
tinue to build a County government
that is responsive, accountable,
and committed to making a

Villanueva

positive impact in the lives of our
residents.”

During his tenure at the County,
Villanueva implemented a num-
ber of initiatives. Most recently, he
led the County’s new Leadership
Development Academy program,

Appointed

designed to enhance leadership
skills, learn global trends impact-
ing leadership and sustain positive
changes in the organization. He
also implemented his Agency's
departments in the County's
Organizational Culture Change

County Executive

Initiative and managed the for-
mation of the Climate Emergency
Mobilization Task Force.
Villanueva is a longtime member
and the current Chair of the Board
of Trustees for Plumas Lake School
District. He holds a bachelor's

degree in business administration
from California State University,
Sacramento, and recently com-
pleted the Harvard Kennedy School
Executive Education program for
Senior Executives in State and
Local Government. *

Important Holiday Recycling Collection Service Notice

' 916.638.9000

For questions, please call

HOLIDAY TREE COLLECTION
AND HOLIDAY SERVICE ALERT

From December 26 through January 12, Rancho Cordova
residents can recycle their live-cut tree at no additional cost!
Recycle your tree one of these ways:

> Cut your tree into pieces to fit inside your organic waste cart
with the lid shut on your organic waste collection day.

> Place your live-cut tree at the curb next to the green organic
waste cart, to be picked up on your regular collection day.

Please no artificial trees, flocked trees or trees with decorations.

R
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Attention Rancho
Cordova Residents:

There is no service on
Christmas Day or New Year's

B

SERVICES

Day. For the weeks of Christmas
Day and New Year's Day,
Monday-Friday collection
services will be delayed by one
day to Tuesday-Saturday.
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JANUARY 2024
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The Paid Sick

Continued from page 1
San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Oakland and Berkeley.

Upon signing the bill on Oct. 4,
Newsom said too many people were still
having to choose between skipping a
day’s pay and taking care of themselves or
their family members when they get sick.

“We’re making it known that the
health and wellbeing of workers and
their families is of the utmost importance

Day Dilemma

for California’s future,” he said in a
statement.

This isn’t the first time a sick leave
expansion has been introduced, but the
COVID-19 pandemic amplified the need.
In March 2021, a new law required larger
employers to provide as many as 10 more
days for quarantines or vaccine side
effects. But that benefit went away, along
with federal tax credits that paid for it, six
months later. *

How County Meets the
Needs of Older Adults

Continued from page 1

that are happening for the first time that
older adults are experiencing. I think the
increase in housing costs, the increase
in food costs, and your income probably
going down because you’re older, it’s like
the perfect storm for folks to need a lot of
services.”

Agency on Aging Area 4 services cover
Sacramento, Nevada, Placer, Sierra, Sutter,
Yolo and Yuba counties. Celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year, Agency on Aging,
Area 4 supports older residents by con-
necting them with programs that can help
with housing, food insecurity, caregiver
resources, legal services, health care and
more. Locally, housing, food insecurity and
transportation are top issues, says Miller.

Planning To Meet
Future Needs

In February 2021, Sacramento County
joined AARP’s Age-Friendly Network
of States and Communities. Created
by the World Health Organization and
implemented by AARP, age-friendly com-
munities identify eight domains that make
communities more livable. Those domains
include accessible and affordable hous-
ing and health care, transportation options,
green spaces, as well as opportunities for
social and civic participation. Age-friendly
communities “help older people thrive
and experience connection and joy in their
life," Richardson says. “Our goal for older
adults — and everyone — is to thrive as
residents of Sacramento County." In 2023,
Sacramento received a grant from the
California Department of Aging to develop

an Action Plan, the next stage of becoming
an age-friendly community.

Aging And Disability
Resource Connection

While Sacramento is working towards
an age-friendly future, there are many
current resources, programs and sup-
ports available. The Aging and Disability
Resource Connection helps older adults
and people with disabilities stay in the
community by providing resources
through information and assistance,
person-centered case management and
other important services. The goal is
to keep people out of long-term care.
Multiple community agencies and gov-
ernment programs are part of the Aging
and Disability Resource Connection and
work together to help older adults and
people living with disability connect to
services that are right for them.

General Resources
Jfor Older Adults

Senior Resource Guide - Phone: 2-1-1
or 1-844-546-14642; Agency on Aging
Area 4 - Phone: 916-486-1876; Aging and
Disability Resource Connection - Phone:
1-800-211-4545; ACC Senior Services
(includes Meals on Wheels) - Phone:
916-394-6399; Sacramento County
Department of Child, Family and Adult
Services - Adult Protective Services (APS)
Phone: 916-874-9377; In-Home Supportive
Services (IHSS): Phone: 916-874-9471,
Resources for Independent Living -
Phone: 916-446-3074. *
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CHP New Traffic Safety Laws

CHP News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - As we head into
the new year, the California
Highway Patrol (CHP)
is educating the pub-
lic on traffic safety
laws that were passed
during this year’s
legislative ses-
sion and signed by
Governor Gavin
Newsom. The laws
referenced below
take effect on Jan.
1, 2024, unless oth-
erwise noted.
Vehicles:
Registration - AB 256
(Dixon)

Existing law requires
current month and year tabs
to be displayed on the regis-
tered vehicle’s rear license
plate. Beginning July 1,
2024, and until Jan. 1,
2030, a violation of vehicle
registration shall not be the sole basis for
any enforcement action before the second
month affer the month of expiration of a
vehicle’s registration. However, if a vehi-
cle is stopped for any other Vehicle Code
violation, enforcement action for a viola-
tion of vehicle registration may be taken
before the second month following the
month of expiration. Late registration fees
from the Department of Motor Vehicles
will still apply.

Vehicle Removal: Expired Registration
(AB 925, Ta)

Requires a peace officer or traffic
enforcement official to verify the lack
of current vehicle registration with the
Department of Motor Vehicles before
towing a vehicle for expired registration
longer than six months and prohibits the
vehicle from being towed if the officer or
traffic enforcement official does not have
immediate access to those records.

Vehicles: Speed Safety System Pilot

Program - AB 645 (Friedman)
The cities of Los Angeles, Oakland, San
Jose, Glendale, Long Beach, and the City
and County of San Francisco may install a
limited number of cameras to enforce speed
limits for a five-year pilot period in school
zones and designated “safety corridors” —
locations that have a high occurrence of fatal
and injury crashes — and areas known for ille-
gal street racing. Recorded violations will be
subject to a civil penalty.
Vehicles: Stopping, Standing, and
Parking - AB 413 (Lee)

Designed to increase visibility at cross-
walks, this law prohibits parking or stopping
a vehicle along a curb at least 20 feet from a
marked crosswalk or 15 feet of a crosswalk
where a curb extension is present. The reg-
ulation only applies to the side of the road
of the vehicle’s approach to the crosswalk.
Local jurisdictions may establish different
distances through local ordinances by mark-
ing areas with signs or paint.

Cruising - AB 436 (Alvarez)

The law removes city and county author-
ity to regulate cruising via local ordinances.
Additionally, the law legalizes “lowrider”
vehicles to cruise California’s streets, by
removing the height restriction on lowered
vehicles.

Automobile Dismantlers: Catalytic
Converters - AB 641 (Fong)

This law redefined an automobile dis-
mantler to include individuals in possession
of nine or more catalytic converters.

Additionally, the law creates penalties for
individuals illegally acting as an automobile
dismantler. Individuals and businesses who
have a legitimate purpose for having cata-
lytic convertors, such as repair shops, will
be excluded from penalty.
Vehicles: Catalytic Converters -
AB 1519 (Bains)
This law makes it illegal to remove
a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)
marking from a  catalytic converter. It

-~ also makes it illegal
/ { to possess three or

4 > more catalytic con-

verters that have

had their VIN mark-

ings removed.

Vehicles: Catalytic Converters -
SB 55 (Umberg)

This law requires a motor vehi-

cle dealer or retailer to have the
catalytic converter engraved or
etched with the VIN before a
new or used truck or car is sold.
The law does allow for the pur-
chaser to decline having the VIN etched or
engraved on the catalytic converter.

Emergency Notification: Ebony Alert:

Missing Black Young -
SB 673 (Bradford)

This legislation establishes the “Ebony
Alert,” which allows law enforcement agen-
cies to request the CHP to activate an alert
for Black youth, including young women
and girls between 12 to 25 years of age, who
are reported missing under unexplained or
suspicious circumstances, at risk, develop-
mentally disabled, cognitively impaired, or
who have been abducted.

Emergency Services: Endangered
Missing Advisory - AB 946 (Nguyen)
This new law will aid in the recovery of

missing persons who do not meet the age
restrictions associated with the AMBER
and Silver Alerts. The new law authorizes
law enforcement agencies to request the
CHP activate the “Endangered Missing
Advisory” for public distribution of miss-
ing person information within appropriate
geographical areas when specific criteria is
met.
Vehicle Safety Regulations -
SB 68 (McGuire)

This law authorizes the CHP to establish
rules and regulations allowing commer-
cial vehicles capable of carrying more than
500 gallons of fuel to exceed the standard
10 hours-of-service limit during Governor-
declared State of Emergencies. The
exception only applies for the purpose of
vehicles transporting fuel for refueling air-
craft used in emergency-related activities,
including fire suppression.

Pupil Transportation: Driver
Qualifications - SB 88 (Skinner)

This law will require drivers and
their vehicles which are used by a local
educational agency to provide pupil trans-
portation for compensation, to meet certain
safety requirements.

Vehicles: Zero-Emission School Buses:
Signage - SB 775 (Padilla)

This law authorizes a school district,
county office of education, or charter school
using a zero-emission school bus to trans-
port pupils at or below the 12th-grade
level to place signage on the rear of the
zero-emission school bus that identifies the
school bus as a clean air zero-emission bus.
It also authorizes the CHP to issue guide-
lines governing the size and placement of
that signage.

The mission of the CHP is to pro-
vide the highest level of Safety, Service,
and Security *

Magician Dale Lorzo brings smiles and joy to kids undergoing treatment by making colorful
scarves appear for them. He has been performing for audiences throughout the West including his
latest visit to Shriners Children’s Northern California. Photo courtesy of Shriners Children’s Northern California

Dale Lorzo’s Magical
Mysteries
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Shriners Children's
Northern California wel-
comed the magical stylings
of Dale and Elaine Lorzo,
an eccentric and charis-
matic husband and wife

5
magician duo. Shriners g
Children's GUM Pavilion !
is a space for kids to be \:

kids, with toys, games,
and entertainment. Dale
and Elaine graciously per-

Dale and Elaine Lorzo are a duo of professional entertainers
who bring their magical performances to schools, libraries
and other community events. Photo courtesy of Shriners Children's

formed a jam-packed
hour of magical fun that
delighted patients, parents,
and staff.

During the Lorzo’s
recent visit to the Shriners
Hospital For Children
were Kyle and Ximena
who were full of smiles
while helping make col-
orful scarves appear. Dale
and Elaine frequently
bring their shows before
schools, libraries, senior
centers, community events
and private parties. Being
members of the Society
of American Magicians,
International Brotherhood
of Magicians and The

Northern California

Magic Castle, they are
well prepared produce
their magic, mirth and
fun for your special event
as well.

Minutes from down-
town Sacramento,
Shriners Children’s
Northern California’s
experienced, compassion-
ate team brings hope and
healing. We’re driven to
make lives richer, eas-
ier, and less complex for
children and their fami-
lies throughout Northern
California, the Western
U.S., Northwestern

Mexico, and Canada.
Shriners Children’s
Northern California offers
care for a range of ortho-
pedic issues, as well as
care for burn injuries,
craniofacial conditions,
spine care and spinal
cord injuries, colorectal
and gastrointestinal care,
and sports medicine.
Donations of talent and
time like Lorzo’s make our
patients and families’ stays
that much brighter. Thank
you, Dale and Elaine, for
contributing to the most
amazing care, anywhere. %
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By Bob McGarvey

Well, even though some of our holi-
days are gone, but like Andy Williams
said “It’s the most wonderful time of
the year.” [ have to agree with him as he
sings, “It’s the most wonderful time of
the year with the kids jingle belling and
everyone telling you be of good cheer,
it’s the most wonderful time of the
year.” The rest of the lyrics are too long
to put in this column, but I couldn’t
agree with him more.

I am thinking about this new year of
2024. Many famous people are quoted
about their new year comments, and
I picked a couple of them. For exam-
ple, “Happy New Year! Let’s eat, drink,
and be merry - for tomorrow we diet!”
I am sure that someone out there knows
who said that, but I haven’t been found
who yet. So the search is still on for the
author, and if you could pass that on to
me, it would be appreciated. Now as far
as dieting is concerned, I’m not going
to say when I will be able to drop the
holiday pounds I added during the holi-
days. Hopefully, it won’t take too long.

New Years resolutions may be easier
to say than actually do, and I agree with
that because most of the ones in my life
were easier to say than to do. My new
resolution isn’t here yet because I don’t
have any idea what it may be. You will
all know what it is as soon as I know.
(However, don’t hold your breath.)

Tomorrow We Diet!

And Another Thing

Let’s Eat, Drink,
and be Merry - for

”)

Looking at the first issue of the
Grapevine Independent in 2024, we
noticed a wonderful picture of the 2023
Cordova Lancers Cross Country team.
The team was able to secure a sec-
ond-place finish, for both boys and girls
in the Greater Sacramento League. That
picture shows one person in particular
who is a member of that team, and that
is Ryan McGarvey, who is one of our
grandsons. He is a freshman at Cordova
High this year and he loves to run, so
we will be watching him and all the rest
of that unbelievable team in 2024 as
they begin running again.

The wind is blowing harder than it
was earlier, and hopefully the rain and
snow which is predicted will come this
evening. I am working on my column
on Friday, December 29. The deadline
for the column is earlier because of the
holiday Monday, January Ist.

A majority of the kids in Rancho
Cordova will be gong back to school
on Tuesday. I am glad that they are
really going to school instead of hav-
ing to go to school remotely because of
the Coronavirus. From what has been
shown by studies about those two years,
most students fell behind their grade
levels no matter how hard the teachers
tried to help them. Hopefully 2024 will
be a beneficial and prosperous year for
everyone.

From Bob McGarvey, God bless, and
see you next time. *

Here To Help with Your

New Year's

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - It’s
almost time to ring in the New Year and
you may be thinking about your 2024
New Year’s resolutions! Whether your
resolution is getting healthier, starting a
business, adding to your family, travel-
ing or volunteering in the community,
Sacramento County is here to help!

Get information about nutrition, immu-
nizations, adoptions, quitting smoking,
or seeking mental wellness services —
in addition to many others — by visiting
the County’s Health and Social Services
webpage.

Get more exercise by cycling the miles
of trails at our Regional Parks.

Get a new furry family member from
the Bradshaw Animal Shelter. If you want
to help save lives but can't adopt, consider
providing a temporary home for a pet in
need by becoming a foster care provider.

Get involved in the community and
volunteer with a Sacramento County
organization.

If one of your resolutions for this year
is to travel more, we have the perfect

Resolutions

solution for you: travel from Sacramento
International Airport! With its convenient
location and wide range of destinations,
SMF can help you check off all of those
dream destinations on your bucket list.
In 2023, SMF added new nonstop des-
tinations to Orlando, FL (MCO) and
Nashville, TN (BNA) on Southwest,
Miami, FL (MIA) on American Airlines,
and Lihu'e (LIH) and Kona (KOA) in
Hawaii on Hawaiian Airlines.

Get going on your dream of having a
business of your own with the key steps to
Starting a Business.

Get informed about your County’s
Activities, Attractions, Adventure and
Entertainment.

Get yourself and your family a good
emergency preparedness plan in place
before an emergency strikes, and sign up
for Emergency Alert Notifications!

Visit the Sacramento County website
any time of year for much more on how
the county strives to improve residents’
quality of life by providing cost-effective
public services while fostering economic
health, regional cooperation and steward-
ship of community assets. *

WE SUPPORT

FIRST RESPONDERS

D=

Be 1 part of Something importunt

Help bring the local news to Your Neighborhood

We are looking for
families who want
to deliver the local
hewspaper in your
neighborhoods.

Provide great customer
service to our readers
every Thursday/Friday.

Make money as a family
effort by working together
to get the job done.

Earn money to pay those
growing monthly bills.

B )
MPG

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper deliverv
experience a plus but not required.
*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

Call 916-773-1111

And so a New Year begins with hopes
of better things to come. So I checked in
with World-Renowned Psychic/Medium
Mary T. Browne to give us a glimpse
into this New Year with a practical no sug-
ar-coated Pablum, so we can be prepared
for just about anything we have to face and
make it through. Mary T has been on my
POPPOFF Radio Show many times and is
a real straight shooter. She has authored
several books including “Life After
Death” and “The Power of Karma” and
“The S Rules of Thought.” World lead-
ers and celebrities alike turn to Mary T for
counsel.

1, Americans will become more tired of
wars and a majority will be against sending
more funds to the Ukraine in 2024.

2. 2024 will see greater instability in the
Middle East as the war between Israel and
Hamas intensifies.

3. The economy will be bumpy and
inflation will begin to rise again but not to
the levels seen in 2021.

4. Global shipping interruptions caused
by attacks on ships in the Red Sea will
create supply chain problems resulting in
price increases.

5. People will remain burdened by hous-
ing, energy and food prices.

6. Artificial Intelligence will have a
much larger impact at a much faster pace
than people are prepared for. 2024 will see
a huge rise in the use of Al resulting in a
greater loss of jobs than anticipated. Jobs
will not only be lost in assembly lines,

Poppoft!

With Mary Jane Popp

store checkout aisles and fast-food restau-
rants, but finance, research, editing, law
and sales just to mention a few. Fake influ-
encers generated by Al will become more
problematic resulting in confusion and
political interference.

7. Governments will begin to work on
passing laws to slow down the use of Al,
but there is no turning back. We must learn
to work with Al and it is time for people
to become educated about it. 8) She sees
more people turning to meditation as many
are seeking ways to find greater harmony
in this unbalanced world. She suggests
that we use the word Harmony to help
us if we find ourselves in turmoil. Take a
deep breath and quietly say ‘Harmony’ and
concentrate. This tiny exercise can have a
remarkable ability to calm us.

We sure do have a lot to think about in
2024. The world is in turmoil and all we
are trying to do is survive the wave of bad
that may come to us every day. But [ know
Mary T believes that we can and will sur-
vive if we stay strong. I know we can make
it through thick and thin if we just hold
on to belief, belief in a greater power than
we are and know we will be guided with
a wisdom that will help us through these
rough times. If you want to know more
about Mary T. Browne, you can check out
her website at www.MaryTBrowne.com.
She is one remarkable force for good.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
with BLESSINGS to go with it!!!
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FIRST RESPONDERS

IEEEE
FREE .

WEEKDAYS 1

1 With an entrée at regular menu price and
purchase of 2 drinks. No holidays. Dine-
Jin only. Steak and seafood not Included.
Not valid with any other coupons or
‘discounfs. Expires 1/31/2024

BUYIONE{GET(ONER

1/2 OFF .
WEEKENDS

With an entrée at regular menu price. No

holidays. Dine-in only. Steak and seafood
not Included. Not valid with any other
‘coupons or discounts. Expires 1/31/2024

$6.99.

Ham & Eggs
Special Mon-Fr

All-Day!
S‘ér_v?d'with‘z”‘f

potatoes and toast

916-361-1647
rosiescountrykitchen.net

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 6AM-2PM
10273 Folsom Blvd, Rancho Cordova, CA

I-'/

eggs,

Protect and Heal your whole family

_ with Affordable _
Chiropractic Memberships

All-inclusive monthly memberships from $35-$55 per visit. CALL or TEXT us today!

* Affordable memberships - plan for your health
e Allinclusive - services and therapies
* Relieves pain from head/back/neck/sciatica

* Improves mobility, maintains flexibility
* Family owned and operated
* 20+ years experience serving the community

AMERICAN RIVER CHIROPRACTIC

2280 Vehicle Drive, Suite 110 Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

916-776-6362

americanriverchiropractic.com
CALL or TEXT today!
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MEMORIAL

ERICK STEVEN SPRUNGER © 7/28/1947 — 12/8/2023

As Rick’s wife, Mary
Jane Popp. | can truly
say “It's A Wonderful Life”
absolutely describes the
life of my beloved Rick
Sprunger. He was a great
son, a dedicated and
loving husband for nearly
53 years, a decorated
Vietnam Veteran, and so
caring that he always had
my back for whatever | cre-
ated from the most serious
to the crazy antics | came
up with. He was always
there for me from being
a cameraman for my TV
work to helping me make
my dreams a reality. He
was a one-of-kind in all he
did from writing scripts to
producing award-winning
films for the government.
His creative talents always
shined. Whatever task Rick
took on, you could count on

it being done to perfection.
To say he will be missed
will never be enough. But
we are and always will be
soulmates forever.

Rick is survived by me
Mary Jane, sister-in-law
Mary Frances Popp, and
our two four-legged kids
Ice and Trekker. Rick was
so dedicated to animal res-
cues like “Golden Retriever
Homeward Bound.” For
over ten years, he helped

to retrain and let frightened
dogs know they were loved.
Rick cared for all creatures
big and small. Also left
to remember Rick is his
great family of cousins in
Berne, Indiana.

Funeral services will be
held Thursday January 11
at high noon at Sierra View
Funeral Home 6201 Fair
Oaks Blvd in Carmichael
California, beginning with
honor guard presenta-
tion. For donations, please
pick your favorite char-
ity and donate in Rick’s
name. Of course he would
love donations for any
animal charities.

A piece of my heart is
with you in Heaven my dar-
ling Rick. But our love will
live on till we meet again in
a better place, and share
that special bond forever.

T CHURCH DIRECTORY Tp

SUN RIVER CHURCH

11223 Trinity River Drive * Rancho Cordova ¢ (916) 635-9000
9:00 am Sundays: Youth and Adult classes ¢ 10:30 am: Worship Gathering

But Will He Listen?

Dear Dave,

My best friend is having
financial problems, and I'm
worried about him. He’s
“between jobs” now and
making less than $600 a
month through a part-time
job. He says he’s holding
out for his dream job, which
is about ten hours away,
but even when he’s work-
ing full time, he always asks
to borrow money or says
he’s running low. He inter-
viewed for his dream job
several months ago, and |
haven’t got the heart to tell
him he was probably passed
over for the position. Is
there anything I can do to
help him?

— Garrett

Dear Garrett,

I assume that since you’re
good friends, he’s willing
to listen to what you have
to say. There’s absolutely
nothing wrong with having
a dream job. You just have

Dave Ramsey Says

to be practical and realistic
at the same time.

This next part is more
observation than insult, so
I hope you’ll understand.
Your friend sounds to me
like he might be a little
impulsive and unrealistic.
When it comes right down
to it, maybe a touch imma-
ture, too. So, I think what
we’re talking about here
is how to give your friend
a gentle, well-intentioned
nudge in a more realis-
tic direction. He needs to
open his eyes to some pos-
itive financial realities of
life—like living on a writ-
ten, monthly budget—and
not making a habit of chas-
ing rainbows and making
excuses.

If he came to me for
advice, the first thing I'd tell
him is that the most employ-
able people are ones who
aren’t broke. When you
go into a job interview and
you’re broke, it’s easy to
come off as desperate and
tense. That doesn’t make for
a very good interview.

The answer to that, when
you’re essentially unem-
ployed, is to work any
legitimate full-time job. At
the very least, two, three or
even four part-time jobs.
Deliver pizzas, wait tables

and mow yards. It’s doesn’t
matter what you’re doing,
as long as you’re gener-
ating a livable income for
yourself. Smile and be pro-
fessional at whatever you’re
doing, too. You never know
when you might come face-
to-face with your next real
employer. But none of this
will happen if you’re work-
ing three or four hours a
day, and spending most of
your time at home in front
of the television.

I hope this helps. I hope
your friend will listen to you
and understand you have his
best interests at heart. But if
he doesn’t, all you can do is
hope for the best and pray
for him.

Best of luck, Garrett.
You’re a good friend.

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an
eight-time national best-
selling author, personal
finance expert and host of
The Ramsey Show. He has
appeared on Good Morning
America, CBS This Morning,
Today, Fox News, CNN, Fox
Business and many more.
Since 1992, Dave has helped
people take control of their
money, build wealth and
enhance their lives. He also
serves as CEO for Ramsey
Solutions *

Nursery and Children’s programs available at both 9:00 and 10:30 am

NEW LIFE CENTER A-G
2451 Zinfandel Drive * Rancho Cordova ¢ (916) 635-8287
Lead Pastor Lance Feliciano
Sunday Service is 10:30 am » Wednesday Night Bible 6:30 pm
www.newliferc.net

SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH
RANCHO CORDOVA
Meets Sundays, 12:30 pm at New Life Center
2451 Zinfandel Drive, Rancho Cordova ¢ (916) 710-0142
Senior Pastor Roy Leos
Sunday: 12:30 pm in person and Facebook Live
Wednesday: 7 pm via Zoom ® www.rcSunrise.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

10720 Coloma Road ¢ (916) 635-4672
Bible Study for All Ages 9 am Sunday * Morning Worship 10:30 am Sunday
Awana Children’s Program Sunday 5-7 pm (September - May)
Mid-Week Prayer & Encouragement
6 pm Wednesday with Pastor Tom Jones
Music Director: David Black

Place Your Church Services Ad
in the Grapevine Independent Church Directory.
Call us at 916-773-1111

~ ( [Grapevine

Independent

Serving Rancho Cordova and Sacramento County Since 1968

It is the intent of the Grapevine Independent to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

The Grapevine Independent is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of
the Grapevine Independent are copyrighted. Ownership of
all advertising created and/or composed by the Grapevine
Independentis with the publishing company and written
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained from
the publisher.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

The Grapevine Independent
is a member of Messenger
Publishing Group

Subscriptions should be mailed to Grapevine Independent,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5, Carmichael, CA 95608.
Subscription rate is $42 per year within Rancho Cordova.

To submit your articles, ript
$62 within Sacramento County.

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

The Grapevine Independentis published weekly.
Call 916-773-1111 for more information.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.
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NFIB Releases Top Five
Compliance Headaches for 2024

NFIB News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - California’s
leading small business association today
released its list of the top five compliance
headaches hitting small business owners
in 2024.

“California small business owners are
no different from their counterparts else-
where in the nation in struggling to find
qualified employees and in dealing with
inflation,” said John Kabateck, California
state director for the National Federation
of Independent Business (NFIB). “What
does separate them from other small busi-
ness owners in other states, however, is
having to live with a Legislature that takes
an almost sadistic delight in hamstringing
them further with more and more regu-
latory compliance, and 2024 shows no
letting up.”

The five soon-to-be laws are:

SB 553 (Cortese) - Workplace Violence
Prevention Plan. Effective July 1, 2024.

This bill requires employers to estab-
lish, implement and maintain a workplace
violence prevention plan and record
information in a violent incident log, the
post-incident response and internal work-
place violence injury investigation. The
log must include: the date, time and loca-
tion of an incident, a detailed description
of an incident, a classification of who com-
mitted an incident, the type of incident,
including whether an incident involved
physical, verbal, sexual or animal attacks,
the consequences of an incident such as
medical treatment received, whether secu-
rity or law enforcement was contacted and
the contact information of the individual
completing the violent incident log.

AB 2188 (Quirk) - Discrimination
in Employment: Use of Cannabis.
Effective January 1, 2024.

Passed last year but going into effect
on January 1, 2024, this bill amends
California’s Fair Employment and
Housing Act (FEHA) by making it unlaw-
ful for an employer to terminate, penalize
or otherwise punish an employee for can-
nabis use outside the workplace. Existing
law prohibits an employee from being
impaired by cannabis in the workplace.
One of the challenges for employers, how-
ever, is that since there is currently no

reliable testing method for determining if
an individual is impaired by cannabis, the
thresholding for proving such impairment
is extremely difficult to meet.

SB 700 (Bradford) - Discrimination
in Employment: Use of Cannabis.
Effective January 1, 2024.

This bill amends California’s Fair
Employment and Housing Act (FEHA)
by making it unlawful for an employer to
request information from an applicant for
employment pertaining to the applicant’s
prior use of cannabis unless obtained
from the applicant’s criminal history.
Takeaway from a recent NFIB California
Podcast guest: Don’t ask about an appli-
cant’s cannabis usage history. (NFIB does
not provide legal advice. For legal advice
about compliance with these or other
laws, we recommend consulting with an
attorney or human resource specialist.)

SB 616 (Gonzalez) - Paid Sick Leave.
Effective January 1, 2024.

This bill increases paid sick leave from
three to five days a year. Paid sick leave
can still be front loaded and the current
accrual methodologies remain in place.

SB 848 (Rubio - Reproductive Loss

Leave. Effective January 1, 2024.

This bill amends California’s Fair
Employment and Housing Act (FEHA)
by making it unlawful for an employer
to refuse to grant a request by an eligible
employee to take up to five days of repro-
ductive loss leave. The leave must be
taken within a three-month window from
the time of the loss. A reproductive loss
event can include a failed adoption, failed
surrogacy, miscarriage, stillbirth or unsuc-
cessful assisted reproduction.

Keep up with the latest on California
small-business news at www.nfib.com/
california or by following NFIB on
Twitter @NFIB_CA or on Facebook @
NFIB.CA.

For 80 years, NFIB has been advocating
on behalf of America’s small and indepen-
dent business owners, both in Washington,
D.C., and in all 50 state capitals. NFIB
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, and mem-
ber-driven association. Since its founding
in 1943, NFIB has been exclusively dedi-
cated to small and independent businesses
and remains so today. For more informa-
tion, please visit nfib.com *
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CORDS updated daily

RANCHOCORDOVAINDEPENDENT.COM

Find out what’s
happening in
your local area

Arrest Logs
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08447
Vera Lewis, 636 Tailwind Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95838 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Space 9
Collective” 636 Tailwind Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95838. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 9, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
SPACE 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08446
PurSpace LLC, 9719 Lincoln
Village Drive #504, Sacramento,
CA 95827 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “The PurSpace Shop”
636 Tailwind Drive, Sacramento,
CA 95838. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

9,2023
Publish: Dec 15,22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
PURSPACE 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09054
Roberta L. Barth, 9313
Ridgeside Lane, Orangevale,
CA 95662 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Project Coordinating
Expert” 9313 Ridgeside Lane,
Orangevale, CA 95662. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 12, 2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
PROJECT 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08715
Anita  Smedley-Brown, 2236
Zinfandel Drive, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95670 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “First Watch
Evening, Overnight, Weekend
& Respite Care” 2236 Zinfandel
Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

27,2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
FIRST 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08619
Ryan McCarty, 40854 17" West
Street, Palmdale, CA 93551
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“The Market Real Estate/The
Market’ 1610 R Street Suite 280,
Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 20, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
MARKET 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08939
Daphni Ames, 6617 Filbert
Avenue, Orangevale, CA
95662 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “llluminated Images by
Daphni” 6617 Filbert Avenue,
Orangevale, CA 95662. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 6, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
ILLUMINATED 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08951
Mohammad Nawaz Tawfig,
4029 Marconi Avenue Apt #86,
Sacramento, CA 95821 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Bakhtar
Fashion” 2922 Eastern Avenue,
Sacramento, CA 95821. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 6, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
BAKHTAR 1-5:24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08785
Albedo Arts Community Inc.,
2668 Ball Way, Sacramento, CA
95821 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Royal Sport & Dance Lab”
2668 Ball Way, Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

29,2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
ROYAL 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08923
Blinker LLC, 1501 5" Street Unit
647, Sacramento, CA 95814
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Blinkr” 1501 5" Street Unit 647,
Sacramento, CA 95814. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 5, 2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
BLINKR 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08853
Chelesea C Stephney,
6430 Verner Avenue #13,
Sacramento, CA 95841 is
doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Safe Gatherings Weight Loss
Management” 6430 Vemer
Avenue #13, Sacramento, CA
95841. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

1,2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
SAFE 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08599
Rosa Farfan Nunez, 3441 Data
Drive #373, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “The Roses Cleaning
Company” 3441 Data Drive
#373, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

17,2023
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 2024
ROSES 1-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09052
Jagdeep Garcha P.T, 3919
Rutlan Way, Rocklin, CA 95677
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Crux Rehabilitation” 3800 Watt
Avenue Suite 225, Sacramento,
CA 95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

12,2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,2024
CRUX 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09050
Jeffrey W Will, 7846 Winding
Way, Fair Oaks, CA 95628
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“California Concepts/Will
Hill” 7846 Winding Way, Fair
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

December 12, 2023
Publish: Dec 22,29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
CALIFORNIA 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09057
Mazin Alhaidari, 5015 Kenneth
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
is doing business under the

Fictitous Business Name(s)
“GUDEA” 5015 Kenneth
Avenue, Carmichael, CA

95608. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
12,2023

Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,2024
GUDEA 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08745
Middleton Strategies LLC, 5750
Sunrise Boulevard Suite 225-J,
Citrus Heights, CA 95610 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Middleton
General Contracting/Middleton
Property Management” 5750
Sunrise Boulevard Suite 225-J,
Citrus Heights, CA 95610. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County November 28, 2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
MIDDLETON 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08957
Iris Salon Suites, Inc., 11829
Delavan Circle, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95742 is doing
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Phenix
Salon Suites” 3160 Arden Way,
Sacramento, CA 95825. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 6, 2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,

2024
PHENIX 1-12-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-08965
Sorin Mocan, Julian Mocan and
Evan Mocan, 8820 Ridge Hill
Court, Orangevale, CA 95662
are doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Sorin’s Painting” 8820 Ridge
Hill Court, Orangevale, CA
95662. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
6,2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
SORINS 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09090
Judith Burrell, 2736 14" Street,
Sacramento, CA 95818 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “J Roseth
Executive Coaching” , 2736
14" Street, Sacramento, CA
95818. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

13,2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,

2024
ROSETH 1-12-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-08966
Qingtian Inc., 3700 Crocker
Road Suite 150, Sacramento,
CA 95818 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “Tasty Dumpling,”
3700 Crocker Road Suite 150,
Sacramento, CA 95818. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento
County December 6, 2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
TASTY 1-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09117
Crawford Bros Inc, 25216 HWY
96, Klamath River, CA 95050 and
Shannon Enterprises, Inc, 8330
Hidden Valley Circle, Fair Oaks,
CA 95628 are doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “CBSE Properties”
8330 Hidden Valley circle, Fair
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the
Clerk of Sacramento County

December 13, 2023
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,

2024
CBSE 1-12-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-08930
Ray Acosta and Cathy Acosta,
4824 Arboleda Drive, Fair Oaks,
CA 95628 are doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “It's About the Wood”
4824 Arboleda Drive, Fair Oaks,
CA 95628. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
6,2023
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
WOOD 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09128
Tracy Dias, 4925 ElI Camino
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
is doing business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Clear Vision Window Cleaning”
4925 ElI Camino Avenue,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 14, 2023
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
CLEAR 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FBNF2023-09149
Diana L. McDowell, 2822
Londonderry Drive, Sacramento,
CA 95827 is doing business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) “D&D Creations” 2822
Londonderry Drive, Sacramento,
CA 95827. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
14,2023
Publish: Dec 29,2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
CREATIONS 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09130
Auto Discount Outlet, LLC,
3451 Longview Drive Suite 140
Sacramento, CA 95821 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “autodis-

countoutlet.com” 3451 Longview
Drive Suite 140 Sacramento, CA
95821. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December
14,2023

Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
AUTO 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09195
Mustafa Anan Liddawi, 2110
Big Sky Drive, Rocklin, CA
95765 is doing business un-
der the Fictitous Business
Name(s) “Yalla Yalla Hot Sauce”
5800 Madison Avenue #5,
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed
with the Clerk of Sacramento

County December 18, 2023
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
YALLA 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09178
Maria B Thomas, 9316 Los
Torres Drive, Elk Grove, CA
95624 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Glow Mami Designs” 9316 Los
Torres Drive, Elk Grove, CA
95624. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

15, 2023
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
GLOW 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09381
Cory David Hopson Jr, 9184
Blue Point Lane Unit #15,
Sacramento, CA 95826 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “‘CDhB
Apparel” 9184 Blue Point Lane
Unit #15, Sacramento, CA
95826. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

21,2023
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
CDB 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09378
Vila Mosa Properties LLC,
311 E Street, Rio Linda, CA
95673 is doing business un-
der the Fictitous Business
Name(s) “Villa Mosa Properties”
311 E Street, Rio Linda, CA
95673. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

21,2023
Publish: Dec 29,2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
VILLA 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09315
Berk Street Enterprises, Inc.,
2377 Gold Meadow Way Suite
100, Gold River, CA 95670 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Zion Healing
Gold River’ 2377 Gold Meadow
Way Suite 100, Gold River, CA
95670. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

20,2023
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
ZION 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09123
Mark Dowling, 5559 Turnbull
Circle, Fair Oaks, CA 95628
is doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“Round Tower Photography”
5559 Turnbull Circle, Fair Oaks,
CA 95628. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

13,2023
Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
ROUND 1-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-08808
Edward Boitano, 8139 Sunset
Avenue #110, Fair Oaks, CA
95628 is doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Folsom-Collectibles” 8139
Sunset Avenue #110, Fair Oaks,
CA 95628. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County November

29,2023
Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
FOLSOM 1-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09407
Heather Peterson Family
Therapy Inc., 507 Natoma
Street, Folsom, CA 95630 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) “Rooted
Counseling” 507 Natoma Street,
Folsom, CA 95630. Filed with
the Clerk of Sacramento County

December 22, 2023
Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
ROOTED 1-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09368
Debbie Westwood, 733 Estates
Drive, Sacramento, CA 95864
and Deborah Westwood, 11427
Hesperian Circle, Gold River, CA
95670 are doing business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
“Westwood Family Cellars” 733
Estates Drive, Sacramento, CA
95864. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

21,2023
Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
WESTWOOD 1-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FBNF2023-09383
Seyed-Javad Masseemi and
Fariba Saghari, 106 Canyon
Rim Drive, Folsom, CA 95630
are doing business under the
Fictitous Business Name(s)
“M&S Consulting & Trades” 106
Canyon Rim Drive, Folsom, CA
95630. Filed with the Clerk of
Sacramento County December

21,2023
Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
CONSULTING 1-26-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV012742
Gail Ann Eby-Martin has filed a
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing the name(s) of
Gail Ann Eby-Martin to Gail Ann
Helms.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on February 27, 2024,

at 9:00 am. in Department
54, located at 813 6th Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814, and
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for Change of Name should
not be granted.

Dated: December 4, 2023
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of
the Superior Court

Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12, 2024
MARTIN 1-12-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#23CV012747
Darian Alexander Brown has
filed a petition with this court for
a decree changing the name(s)
of Darian Alexander Brown to
Darian Alexander Wilkins.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on March 21, 2024, at 1:30
p.m. in Department 53, located at
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA
95814, and show cause, if any,
why the petition for Change of
Name should not be granted.
Dated: December 1, 2023,
Richard K. Sueyoshi Judge of
the Superior Court
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 19, 2024
BROWN 1-19-2024

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
JOYCE L. JIMERSON
CASE NO. 23PR001699
To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, and contingent creditors
of and persons who may be
otherwise interested in the will
or estate, or both, of Joyce L.

Jimerson.

A Petition for Probate has
been filed by David Mott, in the
Superior Court of California,
County of Sacramento, request-
ing David Mott be appointed as
personal representative(s) to ad-
minister the estate of the dece-
dent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as fol-
lows January 24, 2024, 1:30
p.m. in Dept 129; Superior
Court of California, County
of Sacramento, William R.
Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney for
Petitioner is: Terri L Cipponeri,
Ewing & Assoc, 995 S Main
Street, Lakeport, CA 95453; 707-
263-6400
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023, Jan 5, 2024
JIMERSON 1-5-24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
ROBIN KAY MATTOS
CASE NO. 23PR001891
To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, and contingent creditors
of and persons who may be
otherwise interested in the will
or estate, or both, of Robin Kay

Mattos.

A Petition for Probate has
been filed by Krista Michelle
Talavera, in the Superior
Court of California, County of
Sacramento, requesting Krista
Michelle Talavera be appointed
as personal representative(s)
to administer the estate of the
decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-

dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as fol-
lows January 30, 2024, 1:30
p.m. in Dept 129; Superior
Court of California, County of
Sacramento, William R.
Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney for
Petitioner is: Ruby Steinbrecher,
PO Box 2790, Sebastopol, CA
95473; 510-435-6356
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023, Jan 5, 2024
MATTOS 1-5-24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
HARRY GENE NITSCHKE, AKA
HARRY GENE NITSCHKE, JR
CASE NO. 23PR002040
To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, and contingent creditors
of and persons who may be
otherwise interested in the
will or estate, or both, of Harry
Gene Nitschke, aka Harry Gene

Nitschke, Jr.

A Petition for Probate has been
fled by Soon Ja Nitschke, in
the Superior Court of California,
County of Sacramento, request-
ing Soon Ja Nitschke be appoint-
ed as personal representative(s)
to administer the estate of the
decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as fol-
lows January 18, 2024, 1:30
p.m. in Dept 129; Superior
Court of California, County
of Sacramento, Wiliam R.
Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826.

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney for
Petitioner is: Rebecca H. Sem,
7540 Shoreline Drive, Stockton,
CA 95219; 209-478-2000
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 2024
NITSCHKE 1-12-24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
MARNETTE ANN DIAZ
CASE NO. 23PR000390
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of Marnette Ann Diaz

A Petition for Probate has

been filed by Gina Frisby, in the
Superior Court of California,
County of Sacramento, request-
ing Gina Frisby be appointed as
personal representative(s) to ad-
minister the estate of the dece-
dent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as fol-
lows January 24, 2024, 1:30
p.m. in Dept 129; Superior
Court of California, County
of Sacramento, Wiliam R.
Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826.

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Petitioner
is: Gina Frisby, 5708 Alloway
Street; 916-671-9359
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12, 2024
DIAZ 1-12-24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
JUAN G. VASQUEZ
CASE NO. 23PR002176
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of Juan G. Vasquez

A Petition for Probate has
been filed by Sherri Wimoth, in
the Superior Court of California,
County of Sacramento, request-
ing Sherri Wilmoth be appointed
as personal representative(s)
to administer the estate of the
decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as fol-
lows February 7, 2024, 1:30
p.m. in Dept 129; Superior
Court of California, County
of Sacramento, Willam R.
Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826.

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
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California Resident 1s Winner n International Marathon

By Grace Gollihur

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - On Sunday, Dec. 3,
11,000 runners gathered on
Folsom-Auburn Boulevard to
complete the 2023 California
International Marathon.
People came from all over
to participate in this scenic
26.2 mile route, running from
the Folsom Dam to the State
Capitol. The CIM has been
around for 40 years with the
first run held in 1983. Many
spectators enjoyed watching
the runners go by, waving and
cheering for their friends, fam-
ily and community members.

Executive Director of
the Sacramento Running
Association Scott Abbott
oversees the planning and exe-
cution of the CIM. His main
job is making sure everyone
else is doing their job.

“I’m just managing the entire
event from six hundred foot
view — it’s such a big event
that encompasses so much,”
Abbott said.

Abbott went on to talk about
all the different teams of people
that help plan the many aspects
of the race. It’s also his job to
make sure that the runners are
having a fun and safe time.

“Safety is always our pri-
ority. After safety, we really
try to focus on the participant
experience,” Abbott said.

The CIM is a very big event
that takes a lot of people to put
on, and the SRA could not do
it without their volunteers.

Photo courtesy of California International Marathon

Runners came from all over the world to participate in the scenic 26.2 mile route, running from the Folsom Dam to the State Capitol on Sunday, Dec. 3.

Gerry Garcia has been vol-
unteering for the CIM for ten
years, and he does it to give
back to his community.

“We have runners in all dif-
ferent shapes and sizes and
ages and they’ve set a goal
to do — and I’'m kinda help-
ing them out with their goal,”
Garcia said.

Garcia is a captain at the
starting line of the race. He
also oversees the first aid tent,
as well as the busses and trans-
portation. Garcia meets with a
group of volunteers three times

before race day to plan their
respective stations at the race.

Runners from all over the
world participate in the race.
They come from countries
such as Germany, Brazil,
Australia, Kenya, Romania,
Poland, and Ukraine. This year
the winner, CJ Albertson, is
from Fresno, California. He
took two hours and eleven
minutes to finish the race.
The top female finisher was
Grace Kahura from Longmont,
Colorado. She took two hours
and twenty nine minutes to

finish the race.

But not all participants com-
pete for time, some runners run
for the fun of the race and to
hang out with their friends.

Melissa McCormick is a
teacher at Cowan Elementary
School and she ran the CIM as
a half marathon with her friend
as teammate. She has been run-
ning marathons for a long time,
but the CIM was her final race.

“I thought that would be a
good way to go out — I have
probably done about thirty
halves,” McCormick said.

McCormick also spoke
about how her family drove
her and supported her through-
out the race. She enjoyed the
whole atmosphere of the race.

“I had so much fun — there
were DJs and I danced when
I was going by — everything
was the way it should be,”
McCormick said.

She went on to talk about
how everyone was very pos-
itive and kind, and how she
really enjoyed the course.

The CIM is not only for
runners, but it is also for

the community. UC Davis
Children’s Hospital is the
Chief Beneficiary of the CIM
and the SRA. The SRA works
continuously with the hospi-
tal to raise funds in order to
provide care for many people.
The CIM and SRA also sup-
port the SPCA and the NEC
Society.

The California International
Marathon was a success once
again. Registration is already
open for the 2024 race. To
sign up, visit the Sacramento
Running Association website. %
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE

phone number of the Attorney for
Petitioner is: Grace S. Johnson,
Smith & Johnson Law APC, 115
W. Walnut Street Suite 3, Lodi,
CA 95240; 209-333-9292

Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 2024

Vasquez

01/19/2024

SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER: 23CV009805
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
All persons unknown claiming
any legal or equitable right, ti-
tle, estate, lien, or interest in the
Property adverse to Plaintiff's
title, or any cloud of Plaintiff’s ti-
tle to the Property and Does 1

through 5

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF: Tracy K. Sharp.

NOTICE! You have been sued.
The court may decide against
you without your being heard un-
less you respond within 30 days.
Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on
the plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal
form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court

form that you can use for your re-
sponse. You can find these court
forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse near-
est you. If you cannot pay the
filing fee, ask the court clerk for a
fee waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and
your wages, money, and prop-
erty may be taken without further
warning from the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want
to call an attorney referral ser-
vice. If you cannot afford an attor-
ney, you may be eligible for free
legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can
locate these nonprofit groups
at the California Legal Services
Website (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting
your local court or county bar as-
sociation. NOTE: The court has
a statutory lien for waived fees
and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or
more in a civil case. The court’s
lien must be paid before the court
will dismiss the case. AVISO! Lo
han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede

decidir en su contra sin escuchar
su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE
CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y pa-
peles legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta
corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en forma-
to legal correcto si desea que
procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario
que usted pueda usar para su re-
spuesta. Puede encontrar estos
formularios de la corte y mas in-
formacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) en la biblioteca
de leyes de su condado o en la
corte que le quede mas cerca. Si
no puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentacion, pida al secretario de
la corte que le de un formulario
de exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a ti-
empo, puede perder el caso por
incumplimiento y la corte le podra
quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes
sin mas advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente. Si
no conoce a un abogado, puede
llamar a un servicio de remision
a abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un abogado, es posible que cum-

age Impact Fee Program.

8716.

The City of Rancho Cordova encourages interested parties to attend public
being discussed. If you wish to provide testimony and are unable to attend the meeting, written comments that are
delivered to the City Clerk’s office prior to the time of the hearing will be made a part of the public record. Questions
regarding this matter should be directed to the City of Rancho Cordova Public Works Department at (916) 851-

City of Rancho Cordova Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE is hereby given that on Tuesday, January 16, 2024, at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may
be heard, the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova will hold a Public Hearing at the Rancho Cordova City
Hall, located at 2729 Prospect Park Drive, Rancho Cordova, to consider the following:

Approving the City of Rancho Cordova's Adjusted Storm Drainage Impact Fee Schedule for 2024.

The purpose of this public hearing is for the City Council to consider approval of the 2024 schedule of the Storm Drain-

meetings and comment on the issues

NOTICE REGARDING CHALLENGES TO DECISIONS

pla con los requisitos para obten-
er servicios legales gratuitos de
un programa de servicios legales
sin fines de lucro. Puede encon-
trar estos grupos sin fines de lucro
en el sitio web de California Legal
Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose en
contacto con la corte o el colegio
de abogados locales. AVISO: Por
ley, la corte tiene derecho a rec-
lamar las cuotas y los costos ex-
entos por imponer un gravamen
sobre cualquier recuperacion de
$10,000 o mas de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una con-

cesion de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el
€aso.

The name and address of the
court is: (El nombre y direc-
cion de la corte es): Carol Miller
Justice Center, 301 Bicentennial
Circle, Sacramento, CA 95826

The name, address and tele-
phone number of plaintiffs
attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney is: (El nombre, la
direccion y el numero de tele-
fono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante que
no tiene abogado, es): Vanessa

Amador, Norcal Attorney
Brokers, 1355 Florin Road Suite
4, Sacramento, CA 95822, 916-
396-9934.

Date: (Fecha) 10/12/2023

Clerk (Secretario) K. Johnson,

Deputy (Adjunto)

Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023, Jan 5, 12
2024

SHARP 1-12-24
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Pursuant to all applicable laws and regulations, including without limitation, California Government Code Section
65009 and/or California Public Resources Code Section 21177, if you wish to challenge in court any of the above
decisions (regarding planning, zoning and/or environmental decisions), you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at the public hearing(s) described in this notice/agenda, or in written correspondence
delivered to the city at, or prior to, this public hearing.

ADA COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the City Clerk’'s Department at (916) 851-8720. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

Printed in the Grapevine Independent on January 5, 2024.

City of Rancho Cordova Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE is hereby given that on Tuesday, January 16, 2024, at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be
heard, the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova will hold a Public Hearing at the Rancho Cordova City Hall,
located at 2729 Prospect Park Drive, Rancho Cordova, to consider the following:

MINE SHAFT DIGITAL BILLBOARD SIGNS —PROJECT No. PLND-0822-0047—CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

REQUEST: The Applicant, Cordova Community Council, is seeking approval of a Conditional Use Permit, Minor
Design Review, and Operating Agreement for two digital billboard signs along US Highway 50. Each sign has two sign
area displays, each measuring 1,200 square feet. The digital signs are approximately 2,708 feet from each other. The
east sign height is 60 feet, and the west sign height is 70 feet. The Applicant will enter into an Operating Agreement
with the City to govern the operation of the digital signs.

OWNER: APPLICANT:

Cordova Community Council Foundation RSC Engineering, Inc.

2729 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 117 1420 Rocky Ridge Drive, Suite 150
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 Roseville, CA 95661

LOCATION: 2300 Mine Shaft Lane (APN: 072-0231-014-000)
ZONING: General Commercial (GC)

ENVIRONMENTAL: An Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared and circulated
pursuant to Article 6 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines

PROJECT PLANNER: Arlene Granadosin-Jones, AICP, Senior Planner

The City of Rancho Cordova encourages interested parties to attend public meetings and comment on the issues
being discussed. If you wish to provide testimony and are unable to attend the meeting, written comments that are
delivered to the Planning Commission Clerk's office prior to the time of the hearing will be made a part of the public
record.

Questions regarding this matter should be directed to the City of Rancho Cordova
Planning Department at (916) 851-8750.

NOTICE REGARDING CHALLENGES TO DECISIONS
Pursuant to all applicable laws and regulations, including without limitation, California Government Code Section
65009 and/or California Public Resources Code Section 21177, if you wish to challenge in court any of the above
decisions (regarding planning, zoning and/or environmental decisions), you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at the public hearing(s) described in this notice/agenda, or in written correspondence
delivered to the city at, or prior to, this public hearing.

ADA COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the City Clerk’s Department at (916) 851-8720. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

Printed in the Grapevine Independent on January 5, 2024.




8 - The Independent

JANUARY 5, 2024

Help Wanted - Trucking Newspapers

approximately 6 hours.

the State of California.

THE GRIDLE

LD

MESSENGER PUBLISHING GROUP

is seeking a delivery driver to haul our newspapers every Thursday morning
from our offices in Carmichael to our locations in Marysville and Gridley.

Newspapers must be loaded in Carmichael at 8:30 Thursday mornings. Delivery
then drops to Marysville by 11:30 am and then drops to Gridley by 1:00 pm.

Round trip is approximately 120 miles. Total time for the delivery is

This is an independent contractor position. You must have a very reliable cargo
van to be able to handle the volume of newspapers being delivered. You must
have current DMV, drivers license, proper insurance and must be a resident of

The delivery includes loading and unloading the product. You must be able to
lift and move the newspapers without any assistance.

To apply contact us via email at Publisher@MPG8.com. You can also call us
during regular business hours at 916-773-1111.

TERRITOﬁ'ﬁlSPATGH

MPG

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

The Grapevine Independent
is amember of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

ndepenvent

Serving Rancho Cordova and Sacramento County Since 1968

Itis the intent of the Grapevine Independent to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

The Grapevine Independent is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of
the Grapevine Independent are copyrighted. Ownership of
all advertising created and/or composed by the Grapevine
Independentis with the publishing company and written
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained from
the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to Grapevine Independent,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5, Carmichael, CA 95608.
Subscription rate is $42 per year within Rancho Cordova.
$62 within Sacramento County.

The Grapevine Independentis published weekly.
Call 916-773-1111 for more information.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

by Bryan Golden

You’ve had it happen, probably more
than once. You make a decision or take
some action, but there is that little voice
in the back of your mind telling you not
to do it. Then latter on, if it turns out you
made a mistake, you’ll readily admit that
you knew you shouldn’t have done it.

But you proceeded anyway, in spite of
your so-called better judgement. Why? Is
there something within your subconscious
mind that is able to make better decisions
than your conscious self? Everyone has
that little voice called intuition. Too often,
to our detriment, it’s ignored.

Surprisingly, there are people who
refuse to pay attention to their intuition,
even when it’s proven that it is correct.
Repeatedly, these people ignore their bet-
ter judgement only to continually make
mistakes. There is nothing wrong with
making a mistake. Ignoring guidance that
could help avoid making the wrong deci-
sion is a waste.

Exactly how intuition works is not really
known. However, its uncanny accuracy is
proven time and time again. Some peo-
ple develop a highly tuned sensitivity to it.
Others block it out to the point that they
are not even aware of its existence.

Your intuition is a special internal nav-
igator. Your brain has much more power
than you consciously tap into. It’s capable
of doing things you don’t really understand.
Whether you call it a gut feeling, a little
voice, a nagging inside you, or a bad feel-
ing is irrelevant. It is all the same thing.

Here’s another example. Someone you
meet for the first time makes you feel
uncomfortable. You can’t put your finger
on anything specific. The person is pleasant
yet you don’t feel right. Your subconscious
mind is picking up something you can’t see.
If you have enough interaction with the per-
son, the reason for your uneasiness will
eventually come to the surface.

You can develop your intuition. First
recognize it exists. Next listen to it.

Dare to Live Without Limits

Intuition -
That Little Voice Inside You

Your intuition works best when you step
back and take some time to contemplate
your situation while considering various
options. Allow your mind to work to bring
the best course of action.

Whenever your intention conflicts with
your intuition, it’s time to pause with-
out taking any action. You first need to
resolve why there is a conflict with your
inner voice. If you proceed without further
thought and analysis, you are increasing
the odds for unfavorable results.

Your inner voice is there to serve you.
It’s your ally, not your adversary. People
get into trouble when they act before they
think. Often, they behave as if they are
in a race with time. This haste is self-im-
posed causing them to act impulsively
rather than prudently.

There is really no rush. It takes rela-
tively little extra time to step back, listen
to your inner voice, and fully analyze
your various options. A little introspec-
tion yields big benefits. You don’t want to
lament having rushed into something.

If you analyze bad decisions you have
made, you will probably find you acted
hastily, didn’t think first, and ignored your
gut feel. This cycle doesn’t have to repeat
itself. It’s easy to break out of it. People
who reiterate this pattern invariably com-
plain that they don’t understand why
problems consistently seek them out.

Everyone has intuition. Some have
ignored it so long they don’t realize it
exists. Others pay attention when those
internal alarms go off. You decide which
category you want to be in. The more you
use your intuition, the better it will get.

NOW AVAILABLE: “Dare to Live
Without Limits,” the book. Visit www.
BryanGolden.com or your bookstore.
Bryan is a management consultant, moti-
vational speaker, author, and adjunct
professor. E-mail Bryan at bryan@col-
umnist.com or write him c/o this paper.
©2023 Bryan Golden *

WE SUPPORT

IRST RESPONDERS
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Superior Landscape Services
Landscaping and Maintenance

« Sprinkler Repair/install * Pruning
* Mowing/Trimming ¢ Fertilizing

[msumed
Lic#794551

(916) 728-5812 » Cell (916) 761-0999
Dave Cochran Owner + dave_SLS@surewest.net

A-1 AFFORDABLE ROOFING
SERVICES, INC

* New Roofs ¢ Certifications * Roof Repairs
* Dry Rot Repair's * Roof Inspections * Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor

/\/\1\1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673
Rl (916) 206-1613

Contractor Lic. #1064966

GREENWAY TREE SERVICE

Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning,
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured _

. (916) 224-9750

TD SNELL CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Concrete, Foundation, Flatwork,
Rough Framing
Residential and Commercial
Remodel and New Construction
Tiny Houses, ADU Homes

Tom Snell
Cell 916-432-9380 | Office 916-991-1932 | tom.snell@sbcglobal.net

CSLB Lic#585156

DRAINS ONLY

THE DRAIN & SEWER
CLEANING CO.

Charles Mitchell
916-868-5771
CMIR6348@GMAIL.COM

4 Picket Ct. Sacramento, CA:95823
SPB12018-00953

~< Rin 1i =y
% Rio Linda Eye Care =~
Laser Surgery * Eye Glasses * Contact Lenses

* Eyewear for Computer Users

Dr. William Fleischmann
(916) 991-8444

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 Rio Linpa Bivp., Surte B, Rio Linpa

A 0
[l-American Pro Construction
' Family-owned & operated.

7 We offer Veterans & Senior Discounts
Great Craftsmanship & Customer Service
Specializing in Kitchen & Bath
Remodels, plus Much More

k l

1

M\us’l Send It PUS{

a/
justsendit11@yahoo.com
Phone: (916) 723-8855 * Fax: (910) 723-0208
Meon.-Fri. 10 - Sat. & Sun. CLOSED

7250 Auburn Blvd. #C Citrus Heights, CA 954610
www.justsenditpostal.com

BIG or sMALL, We Do It All. Give Us a Call.
216-504-0188
CSLB# 1089369, Licensed, Bonded & Insured |

NOTARY * PRINTING * SHREDDING

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

LG Moving_Service

Serving The Greater Sacramentn Ared

(416) a88-d182

Gall for @ free quote

Residential | Expert Packing Service
Office | Supplies

Patch Masters Drywall

Acoustic Removal & Drywall Textures

e Acoustic (popcorn) e Machine applied textures
ceiling removal e Hand applied

o Water damage & texture
drywall repair * Retexturing & °
o Sheetrock Painting
installation ¢ BBB Accredited
Mike Church
ke Chdrg (916) 847-7783

CA Lic# 1004984 PatchMastersDrywall@yahoo.com

Bonded & Insured www.DrywallPatchMasters.com

" TRACTOR SERVICE

* Mowing ¢ Rototilling
* Discing * Scraper/Loader
Call

(916) 991-8431
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Califormia Ships n National
Ranking of Judicial Hellholes

NFIB California News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The American
Tort Reform Foundation today released
its latest Judicial Hellholes report show-
ing California now the third worst
jurisdiction in the nation, a two-place drop
from its previous perch at No. 1 in last
year’s report.

“It’s nice to see California drop a few
rungs on the Judicial Hellholes ladder,”
said John Kabateck, California state
director for the National Federation of
Independent Business (NFIB), the state’s
leading small business association. “But
it wasn’t because our Legislature tried.
Business owners, especially small busi-
ness owners, still are in the crosshairs
of the most egregious PAGA, Prop. 65,
ADA, and now Consumer Privacy Act
lawsuits, which give trial attorneys full
rein to sue Main Street employers.”

PAGA, the Private Attorneys General
Act, comes in for justified criticism in the
Judicial Hellholes report, the California
section of which begins on Page 30, but
just as troubling is the “Trial Lawyers’
Newest Statutory Gold Mine” section
(Page 33), which forewarns:

“On January 1, 2023, the California
Privacy Rights Act of 2020 (CPRA)
went into effect. This Act replaced the
California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA)
and addressed some of the CCPA’s ambi-
guities. It eliminates a business’ 30-day
window to cure, grants new rights to
consumers, and increases business’s

contractual obligations. It also creates the
California Privacy Protection Agency to
enforce the CPRA, which will fine busi-
nesses $2,500 for violations and $7,500
for intentional violations and those
involving a minor. While the Act took
effect in 2023, it applies to data collected
beginning on January 1, 2022. In July,
California Attorney General Rob Banta
announced that his office was doing an
‘investigative sweep’ of all large employ-
ers in the state to ensure they are in
compliance with the Act. Apart from the
attorney general investigations, consum-
ers can sue for cash awards following a
data breach without proving an actual
injury, making it easy for trial lawyers to
bring massive class actions. The law also
provides for treble damages and attor-
neys’ fees, creating a large incentive for
the plaintiffs’ bar to file lawsuits.”

From the Executive Summary, “Endless
Prop-65 litigation targets a variety of
industries and no-injury Private Attorney
General Act (PAGA) and Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility law-
suits bog down business. The state’s
unique Lemon Law is a gold mine for
plaintiffs’ lawyers and arbitration is under
attack in both the courts and the legisla-
ture. California also is at the forefront of
the environmental litigation battle.”

Keep up with the latest on California
small-business news at www.nfib.com/
california or by following NFIB on
Twitter @NFIB_CA or on Facebook @
NFIB.CA. *

National Average Price of Gas
Projected to See Yearly Decline in 2024

GasBuddy News Release

DALLAS, CA (MPG) - GasBuddy, a PDI com-
pany, today released its annual Fuel Price
Outlook with some good news for driv-
ers: expect lower gasoline and diesel
prices in 2024. The outlook highlights
key trends in gasoline and diesel prices,
forecasting that, after two years of above
average gas prices, 2024 will bring relief
at the pump for consumers as several fac-
tors contribute to less of a pinch at the
pump. GasBuddy expects the yearly
national average will drop from $3.51 per
gallon this year to $3.38 in 2024.

Highlights from GasBuddy’s 2024
Fuel Outlook:

Gas prices still could fall below a
national average of $3 per gallon this
winter before starting to rise in late-Feb-
ruary, getting close to $4 per gallon as
summer approaches, then mildly declin-
ing into summer, with hurricane season
presenting uncertainty in late summer.

Drivers in some California cities could
again briefly see prices above $6 per
gallon if major refinery issues develop
during the summer, although most major
U.S. cities will see prices peak at or
slightly below $4 per gallon in 2024.

Americans are expected to spend
a combined $446.9 billion on gaso-
line in 2024. Average yearly spending
per household will fall to an estimated
$2,407, down 2% from 2023, and over
12% less compared to 2022.

Electric vehicles (EVs) and the 2024

presidential election have the potential to
impact fuel prices in the year ahead, with
a potential slowdown in the EV transition
at stake.

Memorial Day will be the priciest 2024
holiday at the pump, with the national
average price of gasoline expected to be
$3.56-$4.04 per gallon on the holiday.

“As 2023 fades away, I’'m hopeful
those $5 and $6 prices for gasoline and
diesel will also fade into memory,” said
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum anal-
ysis for GasBuddy. “The global refining
picture continues to improve, provid-
ing more capacity and peace of mind
that record-setting prices will stay away
from the pump in 2024. I anticipate that
we’ll still have some volatility, unex-
pected outages and disruptions, and
potentially weather-related issues, but I
do not expect it to lead to record prices.
Offsetting OPEC+’s production cuts is
contributing to the rise of U.S. oil pro-
duction, which now stands at record
levels. Combined with Canada, North
American oil production could further
stabilize countries that have decided to
curb oil production.”

The outlook forecasts the highest
prices will be seen at the peak of the
summer driving season in May, with the
national average potentially rising as high
as $3.89 per gallon. More uncertainty is
expected with hurricane season in late
summer. Diesel prices are also predicted
to fall incrementally from 2023, peaking
at $4.13 per gallon in March 2024. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Autos Wanted m Health/Wellness Landscaping Real Estate

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.

Fitness/Yoga

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote -Call now before
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??
Your car donation to Patriotic
Hearts helps veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495. (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama ahora:
1-844-244-5441 (24/7)(cal-scan)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (cal-scan)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup —
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion — Help Find Missing Kids!
Call 1-888-491-1453. (car-scan)

Donating your vehicle? Get
more! Free Towing. Tax De-
ductible. Plus a $200 restau-
rant voucher and a 2-night/3-
day hotel stay at one of 50
locations. Call Heritage for the
Blind to donate your vehicle
today. CALL 1-844-491-2884

(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED!  Old  Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by
hobbyist 1948-1998 Only. Any
condition. Top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email  Porscheresto-
ration@yahoo.com  (carscan-2/1724)

Computer Service

insky’s

PC Configurations

B

Alan Tinaky
Phone: 916-622-2269 ¥
Zeonfig@sbeglobolnet =2

www.zinskysperepair.com

[ Visit: mpg8.com |

"
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mysmelitest.org/news

Take the Smell
Test Challenge

A free scratch-and-sniff

e

Hall of Fame

Aneed MLE games ot

i & baew

~BASEBALL -

Tour ®

bl B b

Far more information, call or text for a free brochune: B0T 217.1328

Adbvertise in your local
community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

(Cal-SCAN)

Your Fitness Genie

[ 2 Virtual Sessions
Your vy

Age Well e,
At Home &

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

“Be Active, Call Today! E

Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

(916)768-8767

AVAILABLE. Buildable
Lot. Land Park. Call Tony.
916-248-2766 (3/15/2023)

'V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

‘84 Corvette, 88,000 miles,
engine is extremely strong,
4 speed tranny, get's up and
goes. Interior needs work.
Primered. First $2,500 drives
it away. 530-742-9144 leave
message. (TFN)

Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158
.. _:I

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663

viw6158.0rg/rent-our-hall/

Call or come by

Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com  (trn)

Advertising
Works!

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUP
Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul
NEED: Landscaping bark?

Gutters cleaned?

Sooci afor 4 syosnnes | Lgftfenceword

for Jast §149. Call 1885.892 A or916/62790001 |
PP CREATE YOUR

Many Positions are PARADISE

Available. Please no
phone calls. Apply in
person.
10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
emment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-855-480-0769

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 9/30/23) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1- 888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT LOCAL
NEWS?2

Call
(916)
773
1111

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting.
Residential/ commercial

Amencan Landscape Design
& Installation, Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maimtenzance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#aM9as

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Music Lessons

Guitar Lessons

Beginner to Advanced . $20/
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-

freddiebbalbert@

(12/30/23)

507-6658,
gmail.com

MPG8.COM

Visit: mpg8.com

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

D)
MPG

We
Support
Our
Military

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!
***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Tree Service

BP TREE
SERCES LLC.

TREE TRIMMING,/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD
Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist

916-722-6321

BPTreeServices.com
VISA /MASTER CARD
California Contractors Lic #1036031

Advertise in
your local
community

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

> Is Age A Problem?

Work?

Deserve?

My wife laughed when | wanted to be a CEO,
But when | took the company public?

» Can’t Get That Right Job?

> Have You Been Downsized?

» Want To Change Industries?

> Do You Find Sending Resumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?

> Are You Reaching The Unpublished Market?

> Would You Be Open To Remote or Hybrid

> Are You Getting The Compensation That You

Executives: FREE Resume Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation and Guidance

Next Level 646 219-0000

Resume to vpcareers20@gmail.com

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

RanchoCordovalndependent.com
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Just Like Cats & DOgS by Dave T. Phippe

 NEW PLAN...WAIT UNTIL I GET OUT OF THE
HOSPITAL To TAKE DOWN CHRISTMAS LIGHTS.

=

“He has a few good years left if he skips
New Year’'s Eves.”

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD « WINTER FUN

CLUES CROSSWORD
ACROSS 7

1. Mulligatawny and
gazpacho, e.g.

6. Half of NFL

9. “Oscar” of sports
13. Relating to sight
14. Sargasso _____

15. Dugout glider

16. Not fresh

17. First Hin HRH

18. Face-to-face exams
19. *Ice fishing shelter
21. *"Polar” activity
23. *Type of Christmas
tree

24. Diagonal

25. Tax return profes-
sional, acr.

28. Kind of cola

30. Diaphragm spasm
35. Scepters’ partners
37. Of two minds
39.__ JeanBaker
40. *Rabbit’s winter one
is white

41. Sheik’s bevy?

43. Type of dam

44. Butcher’s refuse
46. Etna’s emission

47. Secret disclosure
48. Stellar

50. Chap or fella

52. Diabetic ketoacido-

sis, acr.

53.Aor 0, to blood
55. Unit of electrical
resistance

57. *Finger warmers
60. *Certain sleigh ride
63. Courtroom excuse
64. Gobbled up

66. Train runners

68. Land of taekwondo C

69. “Caroline in the City” "[“
Thompson y OIIS er
70. Relating to Scan- \ g F ”ul .
dinavia . Je ar
71. Not home .

Classified s[1[al3Tol7l5[6[2] | |z 888-804-0913
AdvertlSlng 9 6 3 5 8 2 4 1 ? 1D.UAV(\:/rl\tl)nym in a bottle © StatePoint Media - —
.Ch
2 ? 5 6 1 4 3 8 9 % C(I)(ﬂﬁzzlis neighbor 58. Milano moolah ~ g
| -ak.a. pilau " Toe the I " canl o0 Y
Sell Your Stuff! 1181014121617 1315 | |chetmmos  Greneh e | — FAE SHOWER PACKAGE
9 - rayl 61. Michael Douglas_’ dad | 7z PLUS $1600 OFF
Reach 1000’s Of g g'r\gl?sxt;? 62. “The Sun ____Rises” | ﬁ
Readers Every Week! 6[4|7]18[3]|5)19/2]1 s Binghom thobacon oL AT | RATESISTSE 1-855-576-5653
- s[5 2|17 [ol6a]8] | |faat N
=  Jenny McCarth pres. 8 3
MP* ) ? 3 8 g 8 1 2 5 4 :\/?eli;a:;}l\ﬂcgaril:tyym 613 8|2 1
20.E , archai
_ —ﬁ 2 ngag]:ir_gzr;]t archaic
5 2 1 ? 4 3 8 9 6 24. Onslaught ) 7
25. *Warming drink
4 9 6 2 5 8 1 ? 3 zg.ol;aculty members, for 216 5
27. Behind
916-773.1111 Zg.*;olgtyvsa;;irsn 4 7 9 2

31. Type of hood
32. Apollo of “Rocky” 3 1 7
33. Inuit skin boat

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY® | |40 5

36. *Betelgeuse, e.g.

38. *Snow, in Italy 2 7 4 8 9

We Can Do That! B 2 3

49. NaOH

51. Like a rosebush
54. Church song
56. Meow, alt. sp.
57. ___-in-the-dark

StatePoant Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

ooy 9 10-113-1111

All Leg/ Ads Published by Messenger Publishing Wige
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Sacramento River Cats Join GOAL  Former Sergeant Found Guilty in
Cover Up of Assault of a CSP Inmate

Sustainability Movement

Sacramento River Cats
News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The
Sacramento River Cats and Sutter Health Park
have joined a collective of major venues in
sports and live entertainment across the globe
as a member of the industry-wide GOAL sus-
tainability platform to champion social impact,
climate action, and responsible change.

GOAL, which was founded in October
2022 by Oak View Group (OVG), the Atlanta
Hawks & State Farm Arena, Fenway Sports
Group, and green building expert Jason F.
McLennan, is a community of sustainabili-
ty-minded sports and entertainment operators
which provides venues at different points
in their sustainability journeys with tactical
roadmaps, easy-to-use tracking tools, a library
of resources and case studies, and access to
like-minded, leading operators, vendors, and
solution-providers, all committed to operating
more sustainably, more urgently.

Sutter Health Park joins a growing list of
venues, representing legendary teams and
iconic places of mass assembly committed
to leading, learning, collaborating and, in all
cases, making a positive impact on their com-
munities and for the planet. GOAL supports
each venue’s sustainability journey through data
collection and analysis in addition to providing
sustainability strategy, communications support
and corporate partner engagement.

The Sacramento River Cats and Sutter
Health Park have been an active participant
in implementing sustainable best practices
which included the installation of stadium
solar panels, the use of internal LED lights,
and intentional recycling efforts across the
organization which include a food waste
diversion system. Additionally, in partnership
with area businesses, the River Cats created
the Sustainability Circle in 2015 to work col-
laboratively to cultivate sustainable practices
and reduce their carbon footprint.

“We look forward to continuing our
renewable journey by joining the GOAL sus-
tainability platform,” said Chip Maxson,
President/COO of the Sacramento River Cats.
“This partnership will allow us to enhance our
industry-leading efforts and further our com-
mitment to keeping our region beautiful and
healthy for generations to come.”

The venues within GOAL represent dif-
ferent sports, different geographies, and
different building types of varying sizes and

ages, ensuring that the input and feedback is
worthy of the diversity of the live entertain-
ment and hospitality industry. Some venues
are already leading the way when it comes
to climate action, and others are just begin-
ning their respective journeys. But in all
cases, these venues are action-oriented, cli-
mate-minded, and understand the urgency
required to address a changing planet.

Properties within GOAL include: Acrisure
Arena (Greater Palm Springs, CA), Budweiser
Gardens (London, ON), CFG Bank Arena
(Baltimore, MD), Chip Ganassi Racing
(Pittsburgh, PA), Citi Field (New York, NY),
Climate Pledge Arena (Seattle, WA), Co-op
Live (Manchester, UK), Fenway Sports Group
(Boston, MA), Footprint Center (Phoenix,
AZ), Frost Bank Center (San Antonio, TX),
Gainbridge Fieldhouse (Indianapolis, IN), Los
Angeles Dodgers (Los Angeles, CA), Levi’s®
Stadium (Santa Clara, CA), MGM Music
Hall (Boston, MA), Miami Heat (Miami, FL),
Moda Center (Portland, OR), Moody Center
at University of Texas Austin (Austin, TX),
Mullett Arena at Arizona State University
(Tempe, AZ), PPG Paints Arena (Pittsburgh,
PA), Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse (Cleveland,
OH), Sacramento River Cats (Sacramento,
CA), Spectrum Center (Charlotte, NC), State
Farm Arena (Atlanta, GA), Subaru Park
(Chester, PA), Target Center (Minneapolis,
MN), UBS Arena (Belmont Park, NY), Wrigley
Field (Chicago, IL), Xcel Energy Center
(St. Paul, MN)

“Our collection of GOAL venues represents
forward-thinking venues across the sports, live
entertainment and convention industry,” said
Chris Granger, OVG360 President. “T applaud
Sutter Health Park for their leadership, for their
spirit of collaboration, and for their under-
standing of the urgency demanded by climate
change. I look forward to working with Chip
Maxson and his team, learning from them,
and sharing the very best ideas and best prac-
tices with our industry as we race against the
clock, together.”

OVG’s Sustainability Director Kristen
Fulmer added, “We designed GOAL to make
sure that the data points and thresholds for
leadership meet venues anywhere along their
sustainability journey, engaging — and without
shaming — venues that are just getting started,
while also enhancing efforts in venues that
already make an impact in a variety of different
topics, from waste diversion, to water conserva-
tion, to improved indoor air quality.” *

MPG

Friday. Previous office experience is required.
flat rate for your service.

contractor position.

Opportunities

Employment and Independent Contractor Positions
at Messenger Publishing Group

We publish 18 local newspapers in the Sacramento Region. Qur main office is in Carmichael.
We have been publishing for 17 years and are seeking new qualified employees.

CURRENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

Office Administration — We are seeking a full-fime administrative support person for our newspaper
group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the Office Manager. Work hours
are between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through Friday. Previous office management experience is required.

Production Layout/ Graphic Design — This part-time position assists with the layout of the newspapers
and works with the production staff to create our weekly newspapers. Must have good working knowledge of
InDesign production programs. Must be able to work within our current system and be able to take direction
to meet our deadlines. Previous layout experience is a must. This is an entry level position. Work hours are
between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm. This position is in our Gridley office and begins in January.

Copy Editor — We are seeking a part-time copy editor for our newspaper group. This position works in
the Carmichael office and works directly with Editor. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday
through Friday. Previous editing experience is required.

City Reporter — We are seeking a part-time City Reporter for our newspaper group. This position may
be assigned to work in the Carmichael office or another area office and works directly with the Editor. Work
hours are flexible depending on assignments. Previous reporting experience is required.

Advertising Services Support — We are seeking a part-time Advertising Services Support person for
our newspaper group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the owner of the
company and the advertising/graphics staff. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through

Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Delivery Driver for our newspaper group. This position
would transport newspapers from our Carmichael office to our offices in Marysville and Gridley. Work hours
are from 8:30 to 4:00 every Thursday. Must be able to lift and move bundles of newspapers without
assistance. Must have your own reliable cargo van. This is an independent contractor position and pays a

Newsstand Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Newsstand Delivery Driver for our newspaper
group. This position works from the Carmichael office and delivers to our locations in the West Sacramento/
Sacramento Region. Work hours are from 8:30 to 5:00 Thursday and/or Friday. Must be able to lift and
move bundles of newspapers without assistance. You must have a reliable vehicle. This is an independent

To find out more or to apply:
Email your questions or resume to Publisher@MPG8.com

Employment

FBI News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - A jury found for-
mer California state correctional officer
Brenda Villa, 32, of North Highlands, guilty
on Wednesday, December 20, 2023, of one
count of conspiracy to commit falsifica-
tion of records in a federal investigation and
three counts of falsification of records, U.S.
Attorney Phillip A. Talbert announced.

In July 2023, following a three-day trial, a
jury found Villa guilty of perjury in connec-
tion with a federal grand jury investigation
into the assault of an inmate by a correctional
officer and the ensuing conspiracy to cover
it up. The prior jury could not reach a unan-
imous verdict on additional conspiracy and
falsification of records counts, and the United
States requested a retrial. The retrial on those
remaining counts finished today.

According to the court records and
evidence presented at trial, Villa was a cor-
rectional sergeant supervising other officers
at California State Prison — Sacramento
(also known as New Folsom State Prison
or CSP-Sacramento) when correctional offi-
cer Arturo Pacheco unlawfully assaulted
an inmate under color of law. Several
California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (CDCR) officers responded
to the alarm after the assault. Villa was the
first responding officer to the scene and
immediately took charge. The inmate was
transported to the hospital but died two
days later. As a supervisor, Villa directed
the preparation of, and later signed off on, a
series of reports about the incident that she
knew were false because they completely
omitted the presence and involvement of a
correctional officer who had witnessed the
assault, and who Villa herself had observed
at the scene. Villa instructed the removal of

that correctional officer witness’s name from
another person’s report. The correctional
officer witness’s draft report describing
Pacheco’s unjustified use of force was never
collected, and it did not become a part of the
official record of the incident.

Following the assault and the inmate’s
death, CDCR initiated an internal investi-
gation. As the CDCR internal investigation
proceeded, a federal grand jury began inves-
tigating federal criminal charges in
conjunction with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
In November 2020, Villa was called to tes-
tify in front of the grand jury about her role
and the actions of her fellow officers in cov-
ering up the unlawful assault. Villa lied under
oath to the federal grand jury investigating
the incident.

This case is the product of an investigation
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation with
assistance from the California Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation. Assistant
U.S. Attorneys Michael D. Anderson and
Rosanne L. Rust are prosecuting the case.

Former correctional officers Arturo
Pacheco and Ashley Aurich pleaded guilty
and were sentenced to 12% years and 21
months in prison, respectively.

Villa is scheduled to be sentenced on
March 18, 2024. Villa faces a maximum stat-
utory penalty of five years in prison and a
$250,000 fine for the count of conspiracy and
the count of perjury. She faces a maximum
statutory penalty of 20 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine for each count of falsification
of records. The actual sentence, however,
will be determined at the discretion of the
court after consideration of any applicable
statutory factors and the Federal Sentencing
Guidelines, which take into account a num-
ber of variables. *

Electronic Logging Device Required for
Drivers of Regulated Commercial Vehicles

CHP News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - In an effort to cre-
ate consistency between state and federal
regulations while simultaneously enhancing
commercial vehicle safety across California,
the California Highway Patrol (CHP) has
amended the California Code of Regulations
(CCR) to require intrastate motor carri-
ers and drivers to use an electronic logging
device (ELD) to record a driver’s record
of duty status (RODS) when operating
commercial motor vehicles subject to hours-
of-service regulations.

Since Dec. 18, 2017, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Regulations have required
interstate motor carriers and drivers to
use an ELD to record a driver’s RODS in
accordance with Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), Part 395, Subpart B,
unless otherwise exempted. Since then,
the CHP has worked to align state regula-
tions with federal ELD regulations and has
engaged with a variety of interested parties,
including motor carriers, commercial motor

vehicle drivers, media, and public interest
groups. The CHP received significant input
during three separate public comment peri-
ods and conducted numerous presentations,
which included the 2019, 2021, and 2023
Commercial Vehicle Safety Summits, to
advise the affected industry of the upcoming
changes.

The regulations, which will be effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2024, outline the applicability,
requirements, and exceptions to the use
of ELDs for intrastate motor carriers and
drivers. Affected parties are encouraged
to review the applicable sections, specifi-
cally Title 13, CCR, Division 2, Chapter 6.5,
Sections 1213 and 1213.3, by visiting the
official CCR website.

Additional information is available on the
CHP’s website under Regulatory Actions and
an Intrastate Electronic Logging Devices
webpage under Programs and Services.
Questions regarding the ELD regulations
may be directed to the California Highway
Patrol, Commercial Vehicle Section, at
(916) 843-3400. *

DWR Announces Initial State Water
Project Allocation of 10 Percent for 2024

DWR News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - On December
1, 2023, the Department of Water
Resources (DWR) announced an ini-
tial State Water Project (SWP) allocation
forecast of 10 percent of requested sup-
plies for 2024. The SWP provides water
to 29 public water agencies that serve 27
million Californians.

The December 1 initial water supply
forecast is the first allocation of the new
water year and is based on current reser-
voir storage and an assumption of very
dry conditions. So far in October and
November, storms have not brought as
much rain and snow.

“California’s water year is off to a rel-
atively dry start. While we are hopeful
that this El Nifio pattern will generate
wet weather, this early in the season we
have to plan with drier conditions in
mind,” said DWR Director Karla Nemeth.
“California’s water supply continues to
benefit from our aggressive efforts last sea-
son to capture record rain and snow melt
in our reservoirs and groundwater basins.”

The initial SWP allocation forecast is
looking ahead to 2024 and only applies
to water deliveries in the year ahead. The
allocation is calculated based on October
and November precipitation, dry soils,
runoff, and storage in Lake Oroville. It
has no bearing on current water supplies

or water captured in 2023. Most reser-
voirs in the state remain above average
for this time of year.

To date, Lake Oroville, the SWP’s larg-
est reservoir, is at 133 percent of average.

In coordination with the Metropolitan
Water District (MWD), DWR provided
water to fill up Diamond Valley Reservoir
for the first time in three years. The
facility is a critical part of the Southern
California water delivery system,;

California was also able to redirect
excess storm water for groundwater
recharge. DWR has estimated more than
3.8 million acre-feet of recharge capacity
in 2023, including more than 1.2 mil-
lion acre-feet of groundwater recharge
permitted by State agencies, 390,817
acre-feet of flood water recharged using
the Governor’s Executive Orders, and
millions more acre-feet of managed and
naturally occurring recharge.

As the winter progresses, if California
sees an increase in rain and snowfall, the
allocation forecast may increase.

Each year, DWR provides the initial
SWP allocation by December 1 based
on available water storage, projected
water supply, and water demands.
Allocations are updated monthly as
snowpack, rainfall, and runoff infor-
mation is assessed, with a final
allocation typically determined in May
or June. *
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Women Business Owners are Optimistic and Confident
a3

From StatePoint

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- Women and men who own
small and mid-sized businesses
are typically more aligned than
they are different in their view-
points about the economy. Now
— more than ever — this is espe-
cially true as it relates to their
optimism about running their
businesses, according to PNC’s
latest Economic Outlook Survey.

Survey results show that 69%
of women and 73% of men are
highly optimistic about their
business prospects. But women
appear to have the edge when it
comes to confidence — 69% say
they are confident about run-
ning their businesses compared
to 57% of men. This trend is
consistent with last year’s sur-
vey responses. In 2022, 8 in 10
women business owners reported
feeling very confident in their
business success and nearly half
credited their confidence to their
own hard work and drive.

“It stands to reason that those
sentiments, together with a few
key resources — professional
networks, improved access to
credit and the agility to navi-
gate the economic landscape
— all contribute to a level of
confidence that is driving con-
tinued optimism this year,”
says Beth Marcello, direc-
tor of PNC Women’s Business
Development.

ENGAGING IN NETWORKS

According to the survey, wom-
en-owned businesses are more
likely to be engaged with the
Small Business Administration,
chambers of commerce and other
professional groups. In fact, 83%
of women business owners par-
ticipate in business development
organizations compared to 64%
of men.

“Women often credit the ben-
efits of a strong network to
winning new business and find-
ing new and better ways of
doing business, and we’re sup-
porting that network-building
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A businesswoman leads a meeting. Photo c_ourtesy of_iStock via Getty Images Plus

through our relationships with
organizations such as global non-
profit Coralus and the Women
Presidents Organization,” says
Marcello.

DECISIONS FOR THE
ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE

The optimism of women busi-
ness owners comes through in
the survey in specific areas of
their enterprises, as 64% expect
to see an increase in demand,
65% anticipate an increase
in sales, and 56% predict an

increase in profits in the next six
months. While 57% also have
plans to moderately increase
prices.

“These are just a few indica-
tors of how women are thinking
as they make business deci-
sions heading into 2024,”
Marcello says. “While some of
their optimism may be tested
by continued high inflation and
a potential recession, there is
strong evidence that they are
prepared.”

SEEKING CREDIT

When PNC began survey-
ing women business owners in
2014, men were more likely to
seek credit in the near term. The
2022 survey showed for the first
time, women overtaking men
when considering a new loan or
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line of credit to support business
growth. This trend continued in
2023, with 26% of women say-
ing they are likely to seek a
near-term business loan or line
of credit compared to 23% of
men.

“While this data could sim-
ply reflect changes in the way
women are conducting business,
it’s evidence that fewer women
are intimidated by the tradi-
tional process of gaining access
to credit for their businesses,”
Marcello says. “This is really
encouraging.”

Dedicated efforts to make
more resources available to
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women entrepreneurs are paying
off, says Marcello. At PNC, for
example, women can lean on the
expertise of 5,000 PNC-Certified
Women’s Business Advocates
who have a passion for working
with women financial decision
makers. Through Coralus, entre-
preneurs have access to a global
support network and a no-inter-
est loan program.

“Providing support to entre-
preneurs and making access
to credit more attainable are
important steps toward their
ongoing success as well as eco-
nomic growth overall,” says
Marcello. *
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