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By Linda Chuss
The Mendon-Upton Regional 

School District works to unify two 
towns into one cohesive school 
system that reflects its mission and 
values, including belonging and 
inclusivity, according to Superin-
tendent Maureen Cohen. Among 

the forms that takes is how the 
schools are represented in their 
names and images.

“Over the past few years, the 
district has been modernizing 

By Linda Chuss
MENDON - Nearly ev-

eryone knows Aerosmith, the 
legendary band that formed 
in the 70s (and has been ac-
tive ever since) and who was 
inducted into the Rock and 
Hall of  Fame in 2001. Many 
people know the group hails 
from Massachusetts and 
think of  them as Boston-
based, but few know Aeros-
mith’s earliest roots are right 
here in Mendon.

On Nov. 6, 1970, Joe 
Perry then of  Hopedale, and 
his four bandmates played 
their first paid concert – at 
that time, considered a “stu-
dent dance” – in the gym 
at Nipmuc Regional High 
School, now Miscoe Hill 
Middle School, in Mendon.

Among those who at-
tended that night was Philip 
McRobert now of  Hopkin-
ton. AEROSMITH 

continued on page 8 MASCOT 
continued on page 6

Locals remember first-ever 
Aerosmith concert in Mendon
Band's first performance was at Nipmuc in Nov. 1970

MURSD slowly changing
mascot imagery to
reflect inclusivity
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WATCH US TUESDAYS ON TRUCK TALKTRUCK TALK!
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at Rushford & Sons • 6pm

CALL FOR DETAILS

Photo entitled “Aerosmith as Brad Whitford joins, 1971 (Photo: 
Chris Smith)”. Photo courtesy of Dan Malloy at www.hope1842.com/
hope1842/aerosmithknowall.html

“I didn’t know who the 
band was, but my friend 
Mark Moser from Upton 
did and said we had to go 
because they were really 
good. Tickets were cheap, 

under a dollar, so a small 
group of  us went. At that 
point, we had already gradu-
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Facials • Microneedling  

Waxing & More!
VIEW ALL OUR SERVICES & BOOK ONLINE 

SerenityAesthetics.glossgenius.com

9 Western Ave, Milford   •  774.804.2703  •  508.498.6868

SERENITY AESTHETICS

Removal of brush, briars, brambles, vines, unwanted saplings,
dead trees, logs, stumps, overgrown weeds & grass!

• BRUSH CUTTING
• SHED SITE PADS & PREP
• BOBCAT / SKID STEER WORK
• FIELD MOWING

• STUMP GRINDING
• PROPERTY CLEARING
• BRUSH PILE / JUNK REMOVAL
• TRIAXLE DUMP TRUCK SERVICE
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Visit us at: DKHAUL.com
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RECOVERY LLC
NORTHBRIDGE, MA
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 Liberate Your Property!

Offering dignified service to 
those of all faiths in Upton, Mendon and 
the surrounding communities since 1902

45 Main Street, Upton, MA 01568
508-529-6992  •  uptonfunerals.com

David A. Pickering  •  Andrew D. Pickering 
Funeral Directors

Nipmuc Athletic Director Chris Schmidt named
District 2 Athletic Director of the Year

Nipmuc Regional High School 
Athletic Director Chris Schmidt 
has been selected as Division 2 
Athletic Director of the Year by 
the Massachusetts Secondary 
Schools Athletic Directors As-
sociation. Photo Courtesy Mendon-
Upton Regional School District

Mendon-Upton Regional 
School Superintendent Mau-
reen Cohen and Nipmuc 
Regional High School Co-
Principals Mary Anne Moran 
and John Clements are pleased 
to announce that Nipmuc Re-
gional High School Athletic 
Director Chris Schmidt has 
been selected as Division 2 
Athletic Director of  the Year by 

the Massachusetts Secondary 
Schools Athletic Directors As-
sociation (MSSADA)

Co-Principals Moran 
and Clements congratulated 
Schmidt, citing his leader-
ship and significant accom-
plishments on behalf  of  the 
District and its students, such 
as revitalizing parent groups, 
establishing leadership training 

for student-athletes, revamping 
awards and celebrations, and 
launching e-sports programs to 
expand student involvement.

Schmidt also has used his 
advocacy to expand aware-
ness of  mental health. In 2022 
he collaborated with the Kyle 
Cares Foundation to host a 
conference with all Dual Valley 
Conference (DVC) captains. 

Students received training, 
knowledge, and inspiration to 
use athletics to promote and 
destigmatize mental health. 
This led to the formation of  a 
student club to continue this 
vital work.

“Over the course of  his 
years at our school, Chris has 
led - without exaggeration - a 
transformational change in 
our athletic department,” Co-
Principals Moran and Clements 
shared. “He began this work by 
meeting with student-athletes, 
coaches, teachers, parents, and 
community members to learn 
about their hopes for our ath-
letic program. He then skillfully 
developed a formal vision and 
action plan that have helped 
Nipmuc athletics not only to 
achieve in competition but also 
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to be a driver of  our core values 
and a tremendous source of  
school and community pride.”
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‘Welcome Guide’ assists Mendon-Upton Spanish
Immersion Teachers in transition to new life

Mendon-Upton presenters at the "Better Together: Family School Partnership Summit" were, from left, 
parents Aimee Osterhus and Cayla McBee, Spanish Immersion Program Coordinator Meagan Pike, teacher 
Nazaret Molina, Assistant Superintendent Cheryl Kirkpatrick, and parents Kristy Bradley and Ainara Lane. 
Photo Courtesy Mendon-Upton Regional School District

In the fall of  2022, four new 
Spanish immersion teachers 
arrived in Mendon-Upton Re-
gional School District, all from 
Spain

Moving their families and 
settling in a new job in a new 
country is a tremendous transi-
tion. Several parents, admin-
istrators, and members of  the 
MURSD Spanish Immersion 
Board recognized the challenges 
and wanted to make this transi-
tion easier. 

This was the genesis of  the 
Spanish Immersion Transition 
Sub-Committee, a group of  
parents, teachers and adminis-
trators who met regularly during 
the 2022-2023 academic year to 
develop ways to better support 
new educators making a signifi-
cant move to the District. 

The group created a “Wel-
come Guide” that included 
information about obtaining 
a driver’s license and Social 
Security card, finding a place 

to live, identifying local doc-
tors and child care options, 
among other potential needs. 
Parents in the group networked 
and researched resources. The 
guide can be found at bit.ly/
MURSD_SI_WelcomeGuide 

Cayla McBee, one of  the par-
ents, said, “I am struck by the 
generosity of  the parents who 
donated their time and expertise 
to the project and I am excited 
to see our efforts improve the 
transition experienced by teach-
ers moving to our District.”

The group completed the 
Welcome Guide in June. Immer-
sion teacher Marta Calvo trans-
lated the document and shared 
it with two incoming Immersion 
teachers this fall. 

Nazaret Molina, one of  these 
teachers, said, “I want to ex-
press my gratitude for the Wel-
come Guide document, which 
greatly helped me streamline 
the long documentation process 
for moving from Spain to the 

United States. It allowed me to 
get organized in advance, and 
made available resources that I 
would need to handle the transi-
tion. Its local focus made it an 
invaluable resource for settling 
in this new community. And 

since I arrived, everyone has 
been so supportive.”

Group members were ac-
cepted to present their work 
at the second annual "Bet-
ter Together: Family School 
Partnership Summit," held in 

October in Marlborough by 
the Massachusetts Department 
of  Elementary and Secondary 
Education.

WELCOME GUIDE 
continued on page 8
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Attend an all-ages rock concert
to benefit childhood cancer research
By Linda Chuss

The public is invited to a 
rock concert at the Milford 
High School auditorium on 
Jan. 19 at 7 p.m. Proceeds 
from the event will go to the Ty 
Louis Campbell Foundation, a 
501(c)(3) charity that funds the 
development of  safer and less 
toxic treatments for childhood 
cancer. 

Performers for the show 
are the Rockin’ for a Reason 
band, made up of  local middle 
and high school students who 
auditioned to be part of  it, and 
Milford’s Joe B. band. Tickets 
are $10. 

In 2012, the parents of  Ty 
Campbell, of  Carmel, NY, es-
tablished the foundation after 
Campbell died from cancer at 
age five as a result of  his treat-
ment’s side effects. Along with 
raising funds, the foundation 
aims to remind parents to enjoy 
fun times with their children 
and focus less on the stresses of  
everyday parenting. Fundraisers 
like Rockin’ for a Reason reflect 
that spirit.

Jennifer Massaro Derocher 
of  Upton is the concert orga-
nizer. 

“Ty’s dad, Louie, and I were 
childhood friends,” she said. 
“We had lost touch, but when I 
heard about Ty’s fight with can-
cer, I reached out to help. I’ve 
been a member of  the founda-
tion’s board of  directors since its 
inception.

“Our first Rockin’ for a Rea-
son concert was in 2013 at Nip-
muc High School in Upton and 
we’ve had at least one every year 
since. This is our second benefit 
concert in Milford.”

This Rockin’ for a Reason 
band consists of  22 students 
from Milford, Nipmuc, Mis-
coe Hill, and Blackstone Val-
ley Technical schools. On 
the show’s lineup are classic 
favorites like The B-52’s “Love 
Shack” and “I’m Shipping up 
to Boston” by the Dropkick 
Murphys.

The Joe B. band performs 
in the area, with a recent show 
at the Southwick Zoo’s Winter 
Wonderland. Former band 
member Carlie Gonzalez was 
diagnosed with cancer in 2018, 
making the Rockin’ for a Reason 
benefit especially meaningful to 
the group.

“It’s a fun event, and by com-

ing, people can feel good about 
contributing to an important 
cause,” Derocher said. Accord-
ing to the foundation, only one 
in five children diagnosed with 
cancer will lead a healthy and 
full life. Through fundraising, 
the foundation’s intent is that 
children diagnosed with cancer 
have the opportunity to lead 
longer lives, without the disease 
and debilitating side effects of  
today’s treatments.

“At the October Nipmuc 
concert, we raised over $8,000,” 

said Derocher. “Our goal for 
this school year is $25,000. Over 
the years, Rockin’ for a Reason 
has contributed over $100,000 
to the foundation. People can 
help by attending this concert, 
being an event sponsor, and 
making monetary donations.”

Tickets for the show can be 
purchased at the door. To be-
come a sponsor, contact Dero-
cher at jderocher@superty.org. 
Donations can be made online 
at givebutter.com/rockinforar-
eason2023.

Mendon Police Dept. Police Log
Between Nov. 25 and Dec. 

25, the Mendon Police Depart-
ment responded to hundreds of  
calls, many related to suspicious 
and disabled motor vehicles, 
motor vehicle violations and 
accidents, fire alarms, road haz-
ards, parking violations, suspi-
cious activity, civil complaints, 

house and vehicle 
lockouts, and docu-
ment service. They 
also conducted more 
than 200 motor ve-
hicle stops during that 
time. Other entries of  
note during the month 
include: 

Nov. 27 at 11:03am, 
Cape Rd., hit and 
run motor vehicle 
collision 

Nov. 28 at 9:26am, 
Kinsley Ln., well-

being check
Nov. 29 at 2:05pm, Mil-

ford St., noise complaint 

Dec. 1 at 1:02am, Providence 
St., suspicious activity 
Dec. 1 at 12:16pm, Cape Rd., 
fraud
Dec. 2 at 12:21pm, Millville St., 
larceny

POLICE LOG 
continued on page  12 
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info@medwayoilpropane.com 
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Call today to make your life better with propane
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HOME 
HEATING
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HEATING
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HEATING

•   Don’t underestimate your 
longevity. Consider this: 
65-year-old men can expect 
to live another 20 years, 
while 65-year-old women 
can anticipate almost 22 
more years, according to the 
Society of  Actuaries. And 
these figures are just aver-
ages, meaning you could well 
exceed these ages, perhaps 
by many years. So, in think-
ing about how much money 
you’ll need as a retiree, be 
aware that you could spend 
two, or even three, decades 
in retirement.

•    Don’t underestimate 
health care costs. When 
you retire, some of  your 
expenses — such as trans-
portation, wardrobe and 
other costs associated with 
your career — will drop. 
Others will not and may 
even increase. Health care 
is a prime example: Many 
people assume that Medicare 
or their Medicare Advantage 
plan will take care of  virtu-
ally all their health care costs 
in retirement, but that’s not 

the case. Generally speaking, 
you could plan on spending 
$4,500 to $6,500 per year 
on health care costs during 
retirement, excluding the 
large expenses connected 
with long-term care. Your 
actual costs could be higher 
or lower, depending on your 
health, prescription drugs 
and supplemental insurance 
coverage, but make sure you 
plan for sizable health care 
costs in your projected retire-
ment budget.

•    Contribute as much as 
you can afford to your 
retirement plans. Try to 
put in as much as you can 
afford to your 401(k) or other 
employer-sponsored retire-
ment plan and try to increase 
your contributions whenever 
your salary goes up. You may 
also be eligible to contribute 
to a traditional or Roth IRA, 
which offers tax benefits and 
a wide variety of  investment 
options. (Contributions to 
a Roth IRA may be limited 
based on your income.)

Once you reach retire-

ment, you can still make 
some moves that could help 
boost your financial security:

•    Maintain an appropri-
ate investment mix. 
When you retire, you might 
be tempted to shift most of  
your portfolio into highly 
conservative investments to 
“lock in” gains and avoid 
being over-exposed to mar-
ket volatility that could cause 
short-term losses. Yet, even 
in retirement, you should still 
own some growth-oriented 
investments that can poten-
tially help keep you ahead 
of  inflation. In fact, it’s im-
portant to periodically rebal-
ance your investments back 
to your preferred mix to 
avoid taking too much or too 
little risk, so you may want 
to consult with a financial 
advisor.

 •    Identify a suitable with-
drawal rate. You don’t 
want to take out so much 
from your portfolio each year 
that you run the risk of  out-
living your money. So, you’ll 

want to determine an annual 
withdrawal rate that can 
reduce this danger. A com-
mon withdrawal rate to start 
retirement is 4%, but your 
own rate should be based on 
several factors: your age, size 
of  portfolio, other sources of  
income and so on.

It can be challenging to make 
all the moves necessary to help 
achieve retirement security — 
but it’s worth the effort. 

If  you would like to discuss 
your personal situation with a 
financial advisor contact:

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA 
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY EDWARD 
JONES FOR USE BY YOUR LOCAL
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

It’s not as well-known as 
Halloween, but National Re-
tirement Security week hap-
pens every October – the third 
week, to be precise — and 
while it doesn’t involve ghosts 
and goblins, it does deal with 
something even more frighten-
ing: the risk of  not being able to 
enjoy a comfortable retirement. 
Through various events, this 
occasion highlights ideas about 
building retirement security. 
What steps can you take?

Here are some suggestions:

Start moving toward retirement security

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided By Edward Jones

Authentic
  MEXICANMEXICAN
 CUISINE CUISINE

MayaMexicanCocina.com
118 Main St., Upton  •  508.603.1183

$5 OFF / $40 ORDER
Dine-in or Take-out

EXPIRES FEB. 10, 2024  •  BRING IN or MENTION AD for Discount

Now Open Now Open for Lunch & Dinner!for Lunch & Dinner!
TUESDAY  -  SUNDAY   •   Noon  -  9:30 pm  
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MASCOT
continued from page 1

our logos with a thoughtful ap-
proach, based on input from 
students, alumni, and staff,” 
Cohen explained. This includes 
the intertwined MU logo for 
Mendon-Upton, the MH logo 
for the Miscoe Hill school, and 
the N logo for Nipmuc Regional 
High School, all with a similar 
look. 

“It’s reflected in signs, uni-
forms, media, and merchandise, 
as the need for replacements 
arises,” she added. 

Part of  that process has 
been a move away from Na-
tive American imagery which, 
while nostalgic for some, can be 
considered insensitive and deni-
grating by others. A proposed 
law, H.477 in the Massachusetts 
House of  Representatives and 
S.245 in the Senate, calls for 
public schools to remove all 
names and imagery using any 
racial, ethnic, gender, or reli-
gious groups, including Native 
Americans.

If  enacted, the law would 
apply to the district’s Warriors 
and Braves mascots. While the 
names are used infrequently 
in district materials, there has 
been no official move to new 
mascots or nicknames. Outside 
of  the schools, some programs 
in Upton and Mendon use War-
riors and Braves imagery and 
branding, though the legislation 
would not apply to them.

Cohen said the district is 
aware of  the proposed law and 
prior legislative efforts, and 
is poised to adhere to it and 
honor the wishes of  the Nip-

muc nation.
On Nov. 13, the Massachu-

setts Joint Committee on Educa-
tion held a hearing on the topic. 
As reported by WBZ-4 (CBS 
News) and the State House 
News Service, Rhonda Ander-
son, a representative on the state 
Commission on Indian Affairs, 
stated, “Those mascots are not 
of  our choosing. They’re not 
who we are. We are over 576 … 
vastly different communities and 
cultures, and what’s being used 
is a stereotype.” 

At that same hearing, Faries 
Gray, a Massachusetts Native 
American said, “We’re not 
somebody of  the past. We’re 
living people … Most of  the 
indigenous mascots classify us as 
warriors and things of  that na-
ture. Classifying us as a warrior 
class society -- which we were 
not. My tribe, we were primarily 
fisherman and farmers.”

The Grafton-based Has-
sanamisco Nipmuc Band, a 
state-acknowledged tribe of  
Indigenous People, supports 
such legislation, per a general 
letter they issued on the topic in 
2020 “to all interested parties” 
at maindigenousagenda.org/
native-mascots/. A similar reso-
lution was approved by the Mas-
sachusetts Association of  School 
Committees in 2021.

According to sanfacon.com/
mascots/schools_NE.html, even 
without state legislation, 67 
districts in Massachusetts have 
replaced their indigenous imag-
ery and names over the past 25 
years.  Now, only 23 districts re-
tain them in some form. Other 
states that have adopted similar 
legislation include Maine and 
New York.

18
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Allstate Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
401-765-5000
North Smithfield, RI
401-767-2061
Bellingham, MA

One wreck
won’t wreck
your rates.

Upton Police lobby was filled with Toys for Tots

In a Facebook post on Dec. 
20, the Upton Police Depart-
ment thanked “all who helped 
fill our lobby with toys these 
past few weeks. Our Toys for 
Tots bin was picked up to be 

distributed to children in need 
this Christmas. In keeping 
with the holiday spirit, Sgt. 
Mansfield and Ofc. Deiana 
were thrilled to participate 
in this year’s Shop With A 

Cop event in Framingham 
last night. Nearly 600 chil-
dren were paired with officers 
to pick out the gift of  their 
choosing.”
Source: Facebook @uptonpolice
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Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
9 Milford Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-8   •   Mon., Fri. & Sat. 9-4   •   Sun. CLOSED

UPTON LIBRARY 
continued on page 13
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deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088All our branches are open and ready to serve you. 
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withholding reward bonuses, and closing local branches.

At Dean Bank, we’re here to stay. With four branches to meet your needs, we make the 
lives of our customers and communities better. With mortgages tailored to your needs. 
Debit card rewards that really pay off. No hidden fees or surprise charges. And the local 
perspective and advice to help you reach your personal and small business goals. 

RELIABILITY ASSURED

By Matthew Bachtold, Library Direc-
tor and Lee Ann Murphy, Children’s 
Librarian

Upton Library is now at 9 
Milford Street

The Library has moved and 
is now open at our new location 
at 9 Milford Street, inside the 
Upton Community Center.

January Hours
Upton Town Library will be 

closed on Monday, January 15.

Passport Services
Upton Town Library is now 

a passport acceptance agency.
We can help with providing 

forms and answering questions 
about getting or renewing a U.S. 
passport.

Once you have all your docu-
ments, forms and photograph 
ready, make an appointment 
for your passport execution. 
The appointment takes 15-30 
minutes and afterwards we send 
your packet to the State Depart-
ment to issue your passport.

Call us 508-529-6272 or 
make appointment at uptonli-
brary.org

Yarn Tales Knitting
Have a knitting project? 

Want some advice, help or just 
company? Each Tuesday night 
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. the Yarn 
Tales knitting group meets at the 
Upton Town Library. Drop in to 
knit, chat and share. A commu-
nity organized event.

Technology Help
Adult Librarian Micaela is 

available on the first Tuesday of  
each month from 4 to 6 p.m. to 
provide drop-in technology help.  
Have questions about email or 
online documents? Need advice 
on using a phone app or a lap-
top? Bring your device and we’ll 
try to help. You can also contact 
Micaela in advance to make an 
appointment.

Special Events
Board Game Night ages 

16+ Thursday, Jan. 18 5:15 

- 7:30 p.m.
Adults and teens are invited 

to a fun and relaxed board game 
night at the library. A variety 
of  modern games will be avail-
able to play with one featured 
game to learn. If  you see a 
game that interests you that you 
don't know how to play, a staff 
member will be there to help. 
Registration requested at upton-
library.org

Children’s Events
Marble Mazes, Thursday, 

Jan. 18, 6 - 7 p.m.
Kids will use their engineer-

ing skills to create their own 
marble mazes. Participants will 
use cardboard, masking tape, 
straws, and their imaginations 
to create a maze from beginning 
to end, and then test it with a 
marble. For ages 5 to 12. Pre-
registration is required.

Winter Luminaries, Satur-
day, Jan. 20, 1 - 2 p.m.

Tweens and teens will create 
winter luminaries using glass jars 

and Epsom salt. For ages 10 to 
16. Pre-registration is required.

Buildwave, Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, 1 - 2 p.m.

Buildwave is a workshop 
event featuring a 1-hour high 
energy creative building pro-
gram that encourages play and 
collaboration. Families are en-
couraged to come and build to-
gether. The program is designed 
for ages 5+ and features materi-
als your kids already love, like 
Lego®, but in a gamified format 
that will amaze them. Gener-
ously funded by The Friends of  
the Upton Town Library.

Big Backyard Bird Count, 
Saturday, Feb. 24, 10 a.m. - 
12 p.m., at West Hill Dam, 
Uxbridge

Join Children's Librarian 
Mrs. Murphy and West Hill 
Dam Park Ranger Viola Bramel 
as we take part in the Big Back-
yard Bird Count. Spend time 
at West Hill Dam in Uxbridge 
watching birds and learning all 

about them. This event takes 
place offsite at West Hill Dam in 
Uxbridge. For more details on 
any of  our events, or to register, 
visit our website’s Event Calen-
dar at uptonlibrary.org.

MONTHLY LIBRARY 
EVENTS – REGISTER 
NOW

Please note changed times 
for many children’s programs.  
All programs and events require 
pre-registration at uptonlibrary.
org or call 508-529-6272. Regis-
tration for December programs 
opened November 1.

Music & Movement – *New 
Day* - Select Mondays 9:30 
a.m.

Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins will take place 
January 8 and 22 and February 
5 and 12 in the Greatroom. Join 
us for stories, songs, and fun. 
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FACIALS • BODY TREATMENTS • LASER HAIR REMOVAL

TO BOOK AN  APPOINTMENT
CALL OR

508.733.4881
VISIT US AT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Service Work • Repairs • Boilers

Water Heaters • Remodeling
New Construction • Air Conditioning

Heat Pumps • Mini-Splits

Quality & Trust Since 1949

We provide 0% interest loans & rebates of
up to $10,000 through Mass Save

Fully licensed and insured

CONTACT US TODAY! 
508-875-3413

ShahoodPlumbing.com

PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING

Family Owned and Operated
for 3 Generations

Happy New Year!

AEROSMITH
continued from page 1

ated high school. It was the 
Vietnam era and we’d just got-
ten our draft numbers and were 
wearing Army jackets, a popular 
style of  coat then. Our hair was 
longer, we wore jeans and work 
boots, and probably a sweatshirt 
– we all dressed alike.

“We arrived late. It was a 
small gym and there were prob-
ably 50 to 100 people there. A 
bunch of  guys stood around the 
outside of  the floor and watched 
the band. People danced on the 
gym floor. We got as close to the 
stage as we could. The band was 
very good. After we heard about 
six songs, a teacher chaperoning 
the dance recognized Mark and 
knowing he was no longer a stu-
dent, told us to leave. We may 
be the first people to get thrown 
out of  an Aerosmith show.”

Asked if  he realized the band 
would become famous, McRob-
ert said, “No. I like live music 
and I’ve heard a lot of  talented 
musicians over the years. The 
ones that succeed also have a 
good, popular song. That’s not 
something you could tell that 
night.”

After the first concert, 
McRobert went to other local 
Aerosmith performances, in-
cluding at the Cricket Lounge 
in Ashland. Over the years, he 
followed the group and still en-
joys them. In Oct., McRobert 
went to Miscoe Hill School for 
an exhibition his granddaughter 
was participating in. He pointed 
out to her the gym where the 
concert had been.

As for the band, at that first 
show in Mendon in 1970, lead 
singer Steven Tyler wore a t-
shirt that read “Nipmuc Phys. 
Ed.”, and the rest, as they say, is 
history.

In 2023, Aerosmith an-
nounced its “Peace Out: The 
Farewell Tour” in 2023 which 
was then rescheduled due to 
Steven Tyler’s vocal injury, ac-
cording to www.aerosmith.com. 

McRobert said he would be 
thrilled if  Aerosmith performed 
their last-ever show in the same 
town where it all began – in 
Mendon. 

UPTON HOME IMPROVEMENT

Detailed & Meticulous • Reasonable Rates
CALL MAURICIO  508.202.8602

• Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
• Basement Finished
• Window & Door Replacement
• Wood Flooring Installation & Refinishing
• Deck Replacement and Repair
• Siding - Roof 
• Masonry – Walk Way & Patio
• Power Washing   •   Painting   •   Carpentry

MA  HIC.#169427
FULLY INSURED

“I was so inspired by the work 
of  this group of  parents and 
educators and I knew that other 
districts might benefit from hear-
ing about the work this group 
did,” Assistant Superintendent 
Cheryl Kirkpatrick said. 

The group plans to continue 
to meet through the District’s 
Spanish Immersion Advisory 
Board to improve the Welcome 
Guide, and use it as the impetus 
to create a similar guide for all 
newcomer families. 

“Among the parents, teach-
ers, students and administrators, 
our program has no lack of  
people wanting to be involved 
and help our program and its 
visiting teachers thrive,” Spanish 
Immersion Program Coordina-
tor Meagan Pike said. “It is an 
honor to be a part of  this group 
who has created something so 

WELCOME GUIDE
continued from page 3

useful and helpful in such a tan-
gible way.” 

The Mendon-Upton Re-
gional School District thanks 
group members for their 
commitment to improving 
the experiences of  students 
and staff: Assistant Superin-
tendent Cheryl Kirkpatrick; 
Memorial Elementary School 
Principal Wendy Bell; Spanish 
Immersion Program Coordi-
nator Meagan Pike; Human 
Resources and Payroll Man-
ager Laurie Petti; teachers 
Marta Calvo, Santiago Domin-
guez, Nazaret Molina, and Ana 
Belén Moreno López; and par-
ents Abby Barlas, Kristy Brad-
ley, Nicole Casasanta, Claudia 
Conte, Meg Halfpenny, Ainara 
Landry, Kristen Lipresti, Lola 
Martinez, Cayla McBee, Aimee 
Osterhus, Annie Righter, 
Catherine Wallace, and Alycia 
Welch. 

Source: Mendon-Upton Regional 
School District

Pet of the 
Month: Charlie

Charlie is the king of  all 
he surveys! His favorite spot 
is a tall treehouse condo in 
the center of  the room where 
he can watch the other cats 
playing. You see this 5-year-
old tuxedo cat was surren-
dered with a large group of  
cats and we think he enjoys 
his alone time. From up on 
his favorite perch, he is also 
certain to get some love 
from all the volunteers. If  
he doesn’t get noticed right 

away, he will let out a little 
chirp to remind you that he 
is there. Charlie is happy to 
play with toys with you for a 
little while or to be brushed 
occasionally. But mostly he 
likes to watch over his king-
dom and bask in the atten-
tion of  his loyal subjects!

For more information on 
Charlie or the other cats at 
the Milford Humane Society, 
please visit www.milfordhu-
mane.org/

Scan this QR CODE
to visit our Website

PLEASE RECYCLE ME!
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By: Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

The Milford-Franklin Eye 
Center - Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford is pleased to 
announce our recertification by 
the American Association for 
Accreditation of  Ambulatory 
Surgery Facilities (QUADA). 
This accreditation authority sets 
the Gold Standard and certifies 
thousands of  facilities world-
wide. We received no deficien-
cies, achieved full compliance, 
and earned a perfect score.

An accreditation certification 
by QUADA provides peace of  
mind, indicating our surgery 
center’s highest standards in 
patient safety, surgical results, 
infectious disease control, and 
healthcare quality. We take pride 
in our staff’s success in navigat-
ing this extremely strict and 
tedious process.

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
has been delivering excellent eye 
care to the community for four 
decades. With offices in Milford, 
Franklin, and Millis, along with 
our award-winning surgery 
center in Milford and a support 
staff of  60, we stand as the lead-
ing medical and surgical eye 
care center in the area and one 
of  the major eye care centers in 
the State. We are also one of  the 
rare ophthalmology practices 
to own and operate our surgi-
cal center, the Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford. No longer 
do you need to travel miles and 
hours for cataract surgery! Our 
experienced eye physicians/sur-
geons, along with four optom-
etrists, provide comprehensive 
and excellent eye care for the 
entire family.

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
acknowledges that you have 
choices when it comes to eye 
care. We set ourselves apart by 
focusing on excellent and ad-
vanced eye care and treating our 
patients as if  each one is family. 
Our surgical results rival those 
of  major centers in Boston, and 
we can prove it. We are deeply 
rooted in the community, most 
of  us living here, and our pri-
mary focus is to serve the com-
munity. While some competing 
‘franchise’ practices have a 
satellite office in the area with 
an occasional ophthalmologist, 

we are here full-time, five days a 
week, with an eye surgeon ready 
to see you in case of  an emer-
gency. Did you know that seeing 
a surgeon from a ‘franchise’ 
practice means you are outside 
their referral network and your 
expenses may be higher? We are 
local and in the network of  your 
local primary care physicians. 
In case there is a surgical emer-
gency after cataract surgery, we 
see you immediately. With other 
practices, you may have to go to 
Boston to be seen. We are the 
only dedicated practice taking 
emergency call responsibilities at 
Milford Regional Hospital and 
have been doing the same for 
decades.

Our surgery center is Medi-
care-certified, State-licensed, 
and QUADA accredited. This 
center stands as a beacon of  
excellence in ophthalmic care, 
showcasing a state-of-the-art 
facility dedicated to restoring 
vision with precision and inno-
vation. Equipped with cutting-
edge technology and staffed 
by a team of  highly skilled and 
experienced professionals, the 
center is at the forefront of  
cataract and glaucoma surgery. 
From advanced laser systems 
that enhance surgical accuracy 
to personalized treatment plans 
tailored to each patient’s unique 
needs, the Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford prioritizes 
both efficacy and patient com-
fort. The facility’s commitment 
to staying abreast of  the latest 
developments in the field en-
sures that individuals seeking 
cataract surgery receive the 
highest standard of  care, mak-
ing it a trusted destination for 
those looking to regain clarity of  
vision in a modern and sophisti-
cated setting.

What about office-based 
cataract surgery? Some fran-
chise practices are advocating 
for performing cataract surgery 
in their office. Unapproved by 
Medicare and major ophthal-
mology professional societies, 
this office-based surgery raises 
significant concerns about pa-
tient safety and the quality of  
care provided. Performing cata-
ract surgery in an office setting 
may lack the rigorous standards 
and sterile environments main-

tained in dedicated surgical cen-
ters. The absence of  dedicated 
anesthesia professionals and 
comprehensive medical support 
can compromise patient com-
fort and safety during surgery. 
Patients are advised to prioritize 
their well-being and consider 
established surgical centers with 
experienced medical teams and 
top-notch facilities to ensure 
optimal outcomes for cataract 
surgery. For instance, at the 
Cataract Surgery Center of  Mil-
ford, a dedicated MD anesthe-
siologist is present full-time for 
all procedures, and your comfort 
and safety are titrated by using 
an IV line, which is lacking in 
the office-based surgery model.

With the new year 2024, we 
are proud to continue to serve 
our communities as we did for 
four decades.

Dr. Roger Kaldawy is an 
experienced eye physician and 
surgeon. Dr. Kaldawy, trained at 
the University of  Rochester and 

the University of  Iowa. As As-
sistant Professor at Boston Uni-
versity, he directed the Cornea 
and External Disease program, 
influencing physicians world-
wide. A pioneer in DSAEK 
corneal transplantation, he 
performed over 30,000 cataract 
surgeries, introducing advanced 
implants and bladeless laser as-
sisted Femto cataract surgery at 
the Cataract and Laser Surgery 
Center of  Milford, where he 
also serves as Medical Director.

Dr. Dan Liu earned her 
medical degree from Rutgers 
New Jersey Medical School in 
2016. She was elected to the 
medical honor society, Alpha 
Omega Alpha. Completing her 
ophthalmology residency at 
Albany Medical Center, Dr. Liu 
received multiple accolades. She 
pursued fellowship training in 
Cornea, External Diseases, and 
Anterior Segment Surgery at 
Tufts Medical Center in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Liu special-

izes in Cataract surgery, ORA 
technology, Cornea transplants, 
and various eye disorders. She 
is affiliated with several medical 
associations. 

Dr. Arroyo, our vitreoretinal 
specialist, earned his degrees 
from Amherst College, Yale, and 
Duke. With 20+ years of  experi-
ence, he’s published extensively 
and held leadership roles, in-
cluding past president of  the 
New England Ophthalmological 
Society. 

Dr. Shalin Zia, O.D., a Pur-
due and Indiana University 
graduate, brings extensive pri-
vate practice experience, excel-
ling in routine eye care, contact 
lenses, and disease diagnosis. 

Dr. Adams, a John Carroll 
University graduate, has ad-
vanced training in corneal pa-
thology, specialty contact lenses, 

EYES 
continued on page 10 

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available
SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD- CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY
QUADA-ACCREDITED • NO OFFICE SURGERY

Comprehensive Eye Exams 
Full Optical Shop 

Eye Glasses - Contacts

New Patients Receive a  

Free Pair of Select Glasses 

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.   |   Jorge G. Arroyo, M.D.    |    Dan Liu, M.D 
Michael R. Adams, O.D.   |    Shalin Zia, O.D.    |    Donald L. Conn, O.D.    |    Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D.

The Cataract Surgery Center of Milford
The Gold Standard for Surgical Eyecare 
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Recent Home Sales
Date	 Mendon	 Amount
12/21/2023	 62 Milford Street #A	 $379,900
12/08/2023	 8 Mill River Drive	 $740,000

Date	 Upton	 Amount
12/20/2023	 24 Shoemaker Lane #12	 $802,698
12/07/2023	 21 Shore Drive	 $640,000
12/07/2023	 56 Shannon Way#10630	 $652,075
11/30/2023	 46 W River Street	 $815,000
11/29/2023	 41 South Street	 $835,000

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Upton Mendon Free Press

The 4-bed, 3-bath 2,630 sf home at 41 South Street in Upton re-
cently sold for $835,000 by RobynandSeanSoldMyHouse.com
Photo credit www.zillow.com

EYES
continued from page 9

ocular disease, and laser refrac-
tive surgery. 

Dr. Purvi Patel, OD, a Fel-
low of  the American Academy 
of  Optometry, brings teaching 
and leadership experience from 
the New England College of  
Optometry. Her clinical interests 
include diabetes, glaucoma, and 
community-based eye care.

At Milford Franklin Eye Cen-
ter and The Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford, our focus is 
on you, your vision, excellent 
surgical results without compro-
mising your safety or comfort. 
You come first. We are available 
in your backyard and proud to 
offer world-class cataract surgery 
closer to home: Here in Milford! 
In a surgery center facility, not in 
an office. Our optical shop has 
its own dedicated lab and can 
cut and finish your glasses while 
you wait. All new patients re-
ceive a free pair of  select glasses. 
We offer after-hours, same-day 
emergency appointments and 
Saturday appointments. We 
have great management focused 
on quality customer care. Four 
decades serving our communi-
ties and going strong. In 2024, 
we remain dedicated to the best 
in eye medicine and surgery 
closer to home.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page 9.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
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745 South Main St., Bellingham

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the 
garage door? Give yourself peace of mind that 
your family and home are safe and secure with the 
LiftMaster Secure View™ 84505R. The built-in camera 
lets you stream video, record it, and offers 2-way 
communication through the myQ app — which also 
allows you to remotely open and close your garage 
door from anywhere, at anytime.Model 84505R

Download 
the FREE 
myQ® app

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app
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Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage door? 
Give yourself peace of mind that your family and home are safe and 
secure with the LiftMaster Secure ViewTM 84505R. The built-in camera 
lets you stream video, record it, and offers 2-way communication 
through the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime.

See clearly. Close securely.

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription. Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. 
App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks of The 
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Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional service & installer
UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

• Hoarding Specialists 
• Appliance Removal
• Junk Removal 
• Construction 
   Clean Up
• Basement Cleanouts 
• Storage Cleanouts
• Scrap Metal Removal

• Office Cleaning 
• Carpet Cleaning
• Office/Residential 
   Moves 
• Room to Room 
   Moves
• Appliance Moves 
• Furniture Moves

A A R D VA R K
JUNK REMOVAL

WE JUNK IT • MOVE IT • CLEAN IT • RECYCLE IT • SCRAP IT

LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED  •  FULLY INSURED  •  FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text
John Today!

508-395-8369

CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.
Type III Funeral Director/Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757

Central One Federal Credit
Union donates $15,000 to
charitable organizations
via casino-themed
employee holiday party

At the beginning of  
December, Central One 
employees and their guests 
came together for a special 
casino-themed holiday party. 
This year's celebration was 
about more than enjoying the 
holiday together; it was also 
about giving back. At night's 
end, attendees cashed in their 
casino chips for raffle tickets, 
with fifteen winners choosing 
a worthy 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion to receive a donation 
of  $1,000 on Central One's 
behalf.

Central One is delighted 
to announce the charities that 
winners selected to receive a 
monetary donation from Cen-
tral One:

•  Ahimsa Animal Rescue
•  American Diabetes

Association
•  American Parkinson Disease 

Association
•  Bay Path Humane Society
•  Loaves & Fishes/Friendship 

Trays
•  Massachusetts Breast

Cancer Coalition
•  North Quabbin Animal 

Control Shelter
•  Polar Bears International
•  Project New Hope, Inc.
•  The Shine Initiative
•  St. Jude Children's Research 

Hospital
•  Veterans Inc.
•  Why Me & Sherry's House
•  Worcester Animal Rescue 

League
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EXPLORE
DESIGN & STYLE

At Floor & Decor you’ll find the 
latest trends at everyday low 
prices. We have thousands of 
styles for any budget. We even 
offer free Design Services to help 
get you started. Stop by today!

BELLINGHAM
 217 Hartford Ave

774-295-2059

VISIT ONE OF OUR 4 
OTHER BOSTON STORES

flooranddecor.com
Shrewsbury - Coming Soon!

Letter to the Editor
Trees for Hope would like to thank everyone who con-

tinues to support our annual event. We appreciate you 
bringing your Christmas Spirit to the start of  this wonder-
ful season. Sending a huge thank you to our sponsors, our 
community who donated a decorated tree, friends and 
families who attended the event, and for those who pur-
chased raffle tickets to win one of  the gorgeous trees. Your 
generosity will assist the two organizations, DetecTogether 
and the Alzheimer’s Association, in further providing edu-
cation and in helping to find cures for all those affected 
with these illnesses. We could not make this the event what 
it has become without your participation, donations, and 
support.  

Believing in Hope, 
Penny Bentley and the Trees for Hope Committee
Upton, MA

BETTER MILKBETTER MILK

TEXT INQUIRES  508-478-MILK508-478-MILK  (6455)

If you use dairy and are not satisfied with store choices, we offer an alternative.
We make weekly or biweekly deliveries with farm fresh MILK and many other

premium products. 100% of the MILK we offer comes from a Family Farm.
PLEASE CONSIDER MAPLE FARM DAIRY FOR WEEKLY OR BIWEEKLY DELIVERY SERVICES

Door to Door Home Delivery with the Highest Quality Products

Enjoy

Products

Upton Police brought Santa to town

In keeping with tradition, the Upton Police escorted Santa Claus during a visit to Upton on Christmas 
Eve day! Driving in the UPD special sleigh, Santa was able to parade through the streets of Upton 
waving to all who came out to greet him along his route.  Photo courtesy of Wendy Watkins

Page 11, Santa caption, second line - add comma after sleigh,
 " " " third line, change "that" to "who" - waving to all who came...
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OBITUARIES
Lori N. MacNaughton

Lori N. MacNaughton, 
59, of  Upton, Massachusetts 
passed away peacefully on De-
cember 15th after a courageous 
battle with brain cancer.

She was born on March 
29, 1964, to the late Lillian M. 
(Clarke) MacNaughton and 
John “Scotty” MacNaughton.

She was survived by her 
loving children, Hayley S. Mo-
zart and her husband Dana C. 
Mozart of  Upton, MA, Sean 
C. McGann and fiancé Jes-
sica M. Bates of  Douglas, MA, 
and Christina E. McGann of  
Worcester, MA. Lori was also 
a loving “Ninni” to her two 
grandchildren, Ava and Wesley 
Mozart of  Upton.

Lori was the youngest of  7 
children and survived by her 
siblings: John P. MacNaughton 
and his partner Peggy Sue of  
Daytona, FL, Mona M. Mac-
Naughton and her partner 
Edward of  New Bedford, MA, 
Mark A. MacNaughton and 
his wife Donna MacNaugh-
ton of  Mendon, MA, Gale A. 
Maher and her husband James 
R. Maher of  Bellingham, MA, 
Lisa T. McTurk and her hus-
band William T. McTurk of  
Mendon, MA. She was also 
predeceased by her brother 
Gary I. MacNaughton and 
niece Tonya L. DeLuca-Taylor.

She also leaves behind a 
loving sister in-law, Joyce Mac-
Naughton as well as 9 nieces 
and nephews and many great 
nieces and nephews, whom she 
adored.

Lori was a graduate of  Nip-
muc Regional High School and 
spent her last working years at 
the local flower shop as well as 
being her own shuttle trans-

portation service to her local 
community. She loved being 
involved and surrounded by 
her community, and always 
went out of  her way to help 
others. Lori is known for her 
contagious smile, compassion-
ate personality and uncondi-
tional love for Barry Manilow.

Despite her long struggle 
with illness, Lori faced every 
challenge with remarkable 
strength and resilience. Her 
big heart and unwavering 
love for her family and friends 
left an indelible mark on ev-
eryone who had the privilege 
of  knowing her.

At the request of  the fam-
ily, services will be held pri-
vately.

For anyone wishing to 
honor Lori, donations can 
be made in Lori’s name to 
the National Brain Tumor 
Society, 55 Chapel St. Ste 
006, Newton, MA 02458, the 
Upton Bloomer Girls, PO 
Box 121, Upton, MA 01568 
or to the Upton Fire & EMS 
Association Ambulance Fund, 
PO Box 1012, Upton, MA 
01568.

Funeral arrangements are 
under the care and direction 
of  the Pickering & Son Upton 
Funeral Home. UptonFuner-
als.com

Joyce Anne Nass
Joyce Anne Nass, 92, of  

Southbridge, died on December 
26th, at Webster Manor after 
fighting a battle of  dementia. 
She was predeceased by her 
son, William Nass who died in 
2017, and her husband, Donald 
W. Nass in 2008.

She leaves a daughter, Mar-
garet “Peg” Whitney and her 
husband, Richard “Dick” of  
Southbridge; four grandchildren, 
Christopher Whitney and fiancé, 
Gabe of  Webster, Erica Whit-
ney Jajliardo of  Southbridge, 
Andrew Nass and wife Robbie 
of  Uxbridge and Sara Nass and 
husband, Curtis of  Richmond, 
VA. Also, she leaves two Great-
Grandchildren: Nolan Jajliardo 
and Mattie Nass.

Joyce (Bailey) Nass was born 
in Milford, MA in 1931, daugh-
ter of  the late Samuel W. and 
Ruth (Herrick) Bailey of  Upton, 
MA. She graduated from the 
former Grafton High School in 
1949 and the Milford Hospital 
School of  Nursing in 1952. She 
lived in Hopedale and Upton 
before moving to Southbridge 
after her graduation in 1953.

Mrs. Nass worked at Har-
rington Memorial Hospital 
as a Registered Nurse for 27 
years. Later in life, she also 
worked part time as an RN at 
the Adult Day Care Center in 
Southbridge. She was an active 
member and former trustee of  
the United Methodist Church 
in Southbridge and was an 
auxiliary member of  her hus-
band’s WWII China, Burma, 
India Veterans Association of  
the Worcester Basha. Most of  
all, she enjoyed time with her 
family, while her children were 
growing up; they camped many 
weekends & vacations all down 

the east coast.
Prior to her children, Mrs. Nass 

had open heart surgery in 1953 in 
Boston, MA. She was nearly the 
first patient that had this proce-
dure performed in the area.

As an avid Red Sox fan (learn-
ing the sport from her husband), 
she attended many spring train-
ing games in Florida during their 
traveling days after retiring along 
with other sites including Alaska, 
Hawaii, Canada and Europe. 
She also enjoyed going to the 
YMCA and playing Bridge with 
her friends. A special memory of  
the family is lengthy phone con-
versations (usually 1 hour) and 
her playing cards with her Chil-
dren and Grandchildren.

A service was held on Friday, 
January 5, 2024, in the Pick-
ering & Son Upton Funeral 
Home. Burial followed in Ma-
plewood Cemetery, Upton.

The family wishes to thank 
the staff of  the Webster Manor 
Nursing Home for their out-
standing care given to Joyce 
for several years. We are also 
indebted to the several caregiv-
ers who helped keep her in her 
home for several years prior to 
moving to Webster Manor.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
American Heart Association; 
2 Speen St. Framingham, MA 
01701. UptonFunerals.com

1 Menfi Way, Hopedale  •  508-381-3292  •  myhopedalepizza.com

$5 OFF 
Dine-in/Take-out orders on purchase $10 or more

VALID ON FOOD ONLY

NEAPOLITAN PIZZA! 
Beer & Wine Now Available (DINE-IN ONLY)

U

NOW HIRING

WE ARE HIRING! 
¡estamos contratand

Milford, MA

Apply online @ 
www.restaurantdepotcareers.com 

or send resume to: 
 tliberatore@jetrord.com 

Restaurant Depot 
is Now Hiring!  

• Cashiers 
• Stockers 
• Porters 
• Receiving 
• Hi-Lo Drivers 
• Managers

GREAT PAY & MEDICAL BENEFITS!  

100 Deer Street 
Milford, MA 01757

WE ARE HIRING!
¡estamos contratand

GREAT PAY & MEDICAL BENEFITS!

Milford, MA

Apply Online @ www.restaurantdepotcareers.com
or send resume to: tliberatore@jetrord.com

• Cashiers
• Stockers
• Porters

• Receiving
• Hi-Lo Drivers
• Managers

100 Dear Street, 
Milford, MA 01757

POLICE LOG
continued from page 4

Dec. 3 at 9:26am, Mill River 
Dr., larceny
Dec. 5 at 1:32am, Hartford 
Ave. West, threats
Dec. 5 at 4:04pm, Millville 
St., stolen vehicle
Dec. 6 at 11:50am, Millville 
St., stolen vehicle
Dec. 9 at 12:40pm, Millville 
St., larceny
Dec. 10 at 6:28am, Harvard 
Ave. West, missing person 
Dec. 11 at 7:23am, Calumet 
Cir., well-being check 
Dec. 12 at 2:17am, Straw-
berry Ln., parking complaint
Dec. 12 at 2:49am, Sandra 
Cir., parking complaint 
Dec. 17 at 5:33pm, Bates St., 
structure fire 
Dec. 18 rainstorm: wires 
down, road hazards, motor 
vehicle crashes, disabled 
vehicles, electrical hazards, 
property damage, etc.
Dec. 21 at 6:35am, Sandra 
Cir., fire hazard
Dec. 21 at 8:02, Northbridge 
St., hit and run motor vehicle 
collision 
Dec. 22 at 12:44pm, Hart-
ford Ave. East, assault
Dec. 22 at 1:44pm, Uxbridge 
Rd., fraud
Dec. 23 at 8:16pm, Millville 
St., “animal” 
Dec. 24 at 12:46am, Milford 
St., parking complaint 
Dec. 24 at 8:29am, Millville 
St., fire/electrical hazard
Dec. 25 at 6:15am, Uxbridge 
Rd., suspicious activity   

Source:
www.mendonpolice.com/news/ 

PHOTO - Source: Facebook @
mendonpolice
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Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small

Bedrooms   |   Basements  
Bathrooms   |   Kitchens   

Decks, Patios, Yards   |   Garages 
Living Rooms   |   Dining Rooms

R Reliable       R Experienced      R Responsive 
R Professional       R Insured

LabofAllTrades.com   |   508-377-2137

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional Dog, Cat and Horse Care at Your Home

CALL MAGGIE
508-769-9634

Dependable • Year-Round Service
Excellent References

35 Years Professional Experience

Best for ages 1-5. Partial fund-
ing for this program is through 
a grant from Beginning Bridges 
CFCE in Uxbridge. Pre-regis-
tration is required.

Baby Storytime – Fridays
at 9:30 a.m.

Baby Storytime is for ages 
birth to 3 and is held on Fridays. 
This is a 20-30-minute lapsit 
program featuring stories, songs, 
and nursery rhymes. Pre-regis-
tration required.

Preschool Storytime –
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.

Preschool Storytime is for 
ages 3 to 5 and is held on 
Thursdays. This is a 45-minute 
program, featuring longer sto-
ries, songs, rhymes, and crafts. 
Pre-registration required.

Saturday Storytime –  Jan. 
13 and Feb. 13 at 9:30 a.m.

Once a month we offer a 
30-45-minute Saturday Sto-
rytime, blending Baby and 
Preschool storytimes featur-

ing stories, songs, rhymes, and 
a craft. Can’t join us for our 
weekday programs? This event 
is just for you. For ages 0-5. Pre-
registration required.

Teen Group – Tuesdays
3 p.m.

This group meets weekly on 
Tuesdays from 3 - 4 p.m. and 
focuses on a new theme each 
month, sharing books, crafts, 
games, and more. For January, 
our theme will be Health and 
Fitness. This group is for tweens 
and teens ages 10-16. This is 
always a drop-in program.

Teen Book Club - *New* - 
Thursday, Jan. 11 at 6 p.m.

Are you a teen who loves 
reading? Then our Teen Book 
Club is for you. This group is 
for ages 13-18 and will meet 
once per season. Did you miss 
our fall meeting? Our next 
meeting will be Thursday, Janu-
ary 11 from 6 - 7 p.m. in the 
Conference Room. Meetings 
will involve sharing our own 
recent favorite titles, as well as 
learning about what’s new and 
trendy in YA lit! Pre-registra-
tion is required.

Kids’ Book Club – Wednes-
day, Feb. 7 at 4 p.m.

Our book club members 
explore popular juvenile 
and preteen titles on the first 
Wednesday of  each month from 
4 - 4:45 p.m. Our February ad-
venture title is Mountain Mission 
by Kristin Earhart. Copies are 
available at the circulation desk. 
This group is for ages 8-12 and 
reads mostly middle grade titles. 
We welcome new members all 
year round. Pre-registration re-
quired.

Upton Reads Book Group
An eclectic mix of  contem-

porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tues-
day afternoon and Thursday 
evening of  each month in the 
Community Center classroom, 
with a Zoom remote option.

Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 12:45 
p.m., and Thursday, Feb. 15 at 
6:45 p.m.: The River We Remember 
by William Kent Krueger.

Fic or No Fic Book Group
An adult book group led by 

Librarian Micaela that alter-
nates fiction and non-fiction 
selections. Meets on the last 

Wednesday of  each month at 
6:45 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 31 at 6:45 
p.m.: fiction title, Nothing To See 
Here by Kevin Wilson.

For more information or 
assistance with any library 
services, call 508-529-6272 or 
email mbachtol@cwmars.org

UPTON LIBRARY
continued from page 7
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Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard 
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident, you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

Work with people you can trust: 
Nicole, Julie, Brian, Mike, Letty, Amy

MULLALY MATERIALSMULLALY MATERIALS

CALL FOR PRICING:CALL FOR PRICING:  508-883-0977508-883-0977

M-F 7:30am-4pm • CLOSED SAT. & SUN. 
STORM HOURS AS NEEDED 

Visa / MC / Cash / Check

www.mullalymaterials.com

Be Ready! Stock up on all your Winter Products
Snow Shovels
Bulk Salt
Ice Melt by the

Bag or Pallet
Washer Fluid 
Roof Rakes
Gloves

FIREWOODFIREWOOD
SEASONED 

HARD WOOD
GREEN 

HARD WOOD
KILN DRIED 

WOOD
CU , d - r ro r provides all the melting speed, 
power and safety you need for exteme weather conditions. 
Manufactured using patented Breakthrough Infusion Technology®, which 
extends and enhances the life of the ice melt crystal by encapsulating our 
safety and performance ingredients, for a fast-acting, more efficient, longer 
lasting product. 

Infused with calcium chloride, potassium chloride, corrosion inHibitor, anti­
caking agent and tiighly visible green color indicator. 

✓ Formulated To Melt Ice and Snow Rapidly

✓ Increased Slip Protection
✓ Safer For People, Property, and Pet Paws

✓ Less Harmful To Plants

✓ Longer Shelf Life

✓ Designed and Manufactured For Easy and Effective Application

✓ Screened, Dried, and Infused

✓ Non-Tracking - Designed To Stay Where Applied

✓ Anti-Caking Agent - To Reduce Clumping

✓ Formulated with a Corrosion Inhibitor

✓ Highly Visible Green Color Indicator

Pallet Item #200250PT 50 LB Bags 
49 Bags / Pallet 

mullalyconst@yahoo.com 
Mullaly Construction & Landscaping 

882 Bags / Truck 
18 Pallets / Truck 

508-883-0977

671 Quaker Highway 
Uxbridge, Massachusetts 01569 

USA 

www.mullalymaterial.com 
d 10/9/23

671 Quaker Hwy, RT. 146A, Uxbridge, MA 01569

I scream, you scream, we all scream for Girl Scout Cookies!
Girl Scouts in eastern Massachusetts are now selling Girl Scout Cookies; support the next generation of 
women entrepreneurs

Today, Girl Scouts of  Eastern 
Massachusetts kicks-off the 2024 
Girl Scout Cookie season as Girl 
Scouts and their troops rally 
the community to support the 
world’s largest entrepreneurial 
program for girls. The annual 
cookie program will run through 
Friday, March 8.

Consumers can support local 
Girl Scouts by purchasing their 
favorite cookie flavors including 
Thin Mints®, Caramel deL-
ites®, Peanut Butter Patties®, 
Adventurefuls®, Peanut Butter 

Sandwich, Lemonades®, Tre-
foils®, Caramel Chocolate Chip 
(gluten-free and peanut-free), 
and Toast-Yay!®.

“This is my favorite time of  
the year! I love seeing our Girl 
Scouts out developing their 
sales pitches to sell Girl Scout 
Cookies,” stated Girl Scouts of  
Eastern Massachusetts CEO 
Barbara Fortier. “Our Girl 
Scout Cookie program provides 
our youth with the opportunity 
to build their entrepreneurial 
passions through customer ser-

vice, marketing and sales skills. 
Many of  our alum credit the 
Girl Scout Cookie Program as 
a stepping stone into leadership 
positions. When you purchase a 
box of  cookies you are unboxing 
an array of  opportunities for our 
Girl Scouts.”

The Girl Scout Cookie 
Program is the world’s largest 
entrepreneurial program for 
Girl Scouts. As a result, Girl 
Scouts obtain limitless barrier-
breaking futures outside the box 
with transferable life skills. Girl 
Scouts can earn a variety of  
badges and awards to develop 
valuable business skills including 
Cookie Business badges, Finan-
cial Literacy badges, Cookie 
Entrepreneur Family pins and 
Entrepreneur badges.

Girl Scout Cookies are $6 per 
package. There are many ways 
to support the Girl Scout Cookie 
program this season:

•  If  you know a registered 
Girl Scout, ask how you can 
purchase Girl Scout Cookies 
from them to support their 
goals.

•  If  you don’t know a Girl 
Scout, visit gsema.org/cook-
ies to find a cookie booth 
(pop-up shop) near you to 
purchase cookies from a local 
Girl Scout troop, or to con-
nect with a local troop’s online 
cookie shop to purchase cook-
ies for a donation or ship-
ment.

•  Customers can make a pur-
chase in-person or online 
and designate their purchase 
through our Cookie Share 
Donation program to benefit 
first responders and health-
care professionals, the military 
and veterans' services orga-
nizations, local food pantries, 
and more.

•  You can also text COOKIES 

to 59618 to stay informed 
about how to purchase Girl 
Scout Cookies and other ex-
citing Girl Scout news. Learn 
more about the Terms and 
Conditions and the SMS Pri-
vacy Policy.
Interested in joining Girl 

Scouts? You can join at any 
point from kindergarten through 
twelfth grade. Every Girl Scout 
experiences opportunities to 
learn hands-on leadership skills 
they’ll use to make a difference 
in their community, especially 
when they earn the highest 
award in Girl Scouts: the Gold 
Award. To join or volunteer, 
visit www.gsema.org.

For more information on Girl 
Scouts of  Eastern Massachu-
setts, please visit www.gsema.
org, or follow their social media 
channels, Instagram, Facebook, 
and LinkedIn, for the latest up-
dates on the organization.
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TRANSFER TO DEAN,

PURSUE YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE

Generous transfer 
scholarships and flexible 

transfer credit policy

96% of graduates are 
employed or enrolled 

in graduate school

Small class  
sizes averaging  

16 students

Free and fee-based 
academic and learning 

support services available

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR JANUARY 2024!
Visit dean.edu/beabulldog or call (508) 541-1508. Franklin, MA
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Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems
provide year-round comfort and are up to 

40% more efficient than traditional
systems. 

Boucher Energy is an approved 
Mass Save Heat Pump Installer.
Contact us for a free estimate.

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED  

TAFT LIBRARY
continued on page 17

ADULT PROGRAMS
JANUARY 2024

Upcoming Events:
To register for an event, click 

on the Library Event Calendar 
& Registration link at the top of  
the library’s homepage
www.taftpubliclibrary.org. 

Handcrafting Group
Let’s get crafty! Join us on 

Wednesday, January 3 and 
Wednesday, January 17 at 2 p.m. 
downstairs in the library and get 
your craft on. Bring your own 
craft project, whatever it might 
be, to work on while you visit.  
Intended for adults. Crafts are 
NOT supplied.

Adult Book Club
The Adult Book Club will 

meet on Monday, January 8 at 
7 p.m. to discuss Sourdough by 
Robin Sloan. Adult Book Clubs 
are typically held on the second 
Monday of  the month. For 
upcoming book clubs contact 
the library at 508-473-3259 to 

request copies of  the books or 
log in to your account from our 
website to request them through 
interlibrary loan. The upcoming 
Adult Book Club book discus-
sion schedule is as follows:
February: The Clockmaker’s 
Daughter by Kate Morton
March: The House of  Mirth by 
Edith Wharton
April: Find Her by Lisa Gardner
May: Memorial Drive: A Daughter’s 
Memoir by Natasha Trethewey 
and the poetry of  Amanda 
Lovelace

German Conversation Club
Are you looking for a place 

to practice what German you 
remember or to improve your 
German vocabulary? Conversa-
tions in German is no pressure, 
just fun. Lead by Library As-
sistant (and Mendon resident) 
Monika Schmid, the group 
typically meets the last Monday 
of  each month. Mark your cal-
endars for Monday, January 29 
at 6 p.m. for the next session. 
Registration is required. To reg-

ister, visit our website. 

Footnotes Nonfiction Book 
Club

The Footnotes Nonfiction 
Book Club meets downstairs in 
the library on a quarterly basis. 
Those interested are asked to 
stop at the downstairs desk to 
sign the Footnotes registration 
sheet and pick up a copy of  the 
latest book.

Upcoming books in the Foot-
notes series:

The Spy and the Traitor by Ben 
Macintyre (Thursday, January 
11 at 7 p.m.)

The Revolutionary: Samuel Adams 
by Stacy Schiff (April/May dis-
cussion date TBD)

Cooking with Chef  Rob 
Scott

Chef  Rob Scott returns 
with a whole new set of  cook-
ing demonstrations on Zoom. 
Rob joins us virtually from his 
kitchen in Long Island. All ages 
are welcome to participate. The 
recipes will be sent out before 

each class if  you want to cook 
alongside Chef  Rob. Sessions 
are at 7 p.m. The next session is:

Tuesday, January 23: Winter 
Minestrone Soup and Coconut 
Hot Chocolate with Almond 
Whipped Cream.

Please visit our website to 
register for the session.

Friends of  the Taft Public 
Library Meeting

The Friends of  the Library 
will meet next on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 30 at 7 p.m. downstairs in 
the library’s Art Holmes Com-
munity Room for their monthly 
board meeting. Board meetings 
are typically held on the last 
Tuesday of  the month at 7 p.m., 
unless it falls on a holiday or 
during a school vacation. There 
will be no meeting in December.  
All are welcome (and encour-
aged) to attend. If  you plan on 
attending, it’s always a good 
idea to call the library at 508-
473-3259 or email the Friends 
at friendsoftaftlibrary@gmail.
com to confirm the date and 

time of  the meeting. The group 
will do its best to post any meet-
ing changes on the Taft Library 
website.

TAFT CHILDREN’S NEWS- 
JANUARY 2024

Registration is required for all 
programs. Please log onto our 
website: www.taftpubliclibrary.
org and find the events page to 
register along with more infor-
mation for the programs. 

Itty Bitty Story Time 
Itty Bitty Story time is de-

signed for our youngest patrons 
birth to 3 years old. Join us for 
a lot of  fun on Tuesdays and se-
lect Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Story & Craft Time 
Join us for story and craft 

time. Perfect for the preschool-
aged child. All sessions take 
place on Tuesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. 

Alphabet Storytime 
It’s all about the alphabet. 

Each week we will focus on a 
different letter. We will read a 
couple of  books, sing songs, 
and learn about the letter of  
the week. Wednesday morn-
ings at 10:30 a.m. Please note 
there is no Alphabet Storytime 
the first Wednesday of  the 
month.

 
Coffee and Conversations & 
Puppet Storytime 

Dates: Wednesdays, January 
3, February 7, March 6, April 3, 
May 1 and June 5.

Time: 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
Location: Taft Public Li-

brary, 29 North Ave., Mendon 
Join us for an informal play-

time where families will be able 
to build social connections and 
learn about early childhood de-
velopment and family friendly 
resources. The library will sup-
ply Muffin House Muffins.

Please stay for the 10:30 
a.m. Puppet Storytime. Join 
Newton & Friends of  Through 
Me to You Puppetry for songs 
and stories. At the end of  the 
30-minute show, children can 
greet the puppets. Geared for 
children 2 to 5 years, but all are 
welcome.
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Cosmetic & Family Dentistry 
Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

parkplacedentalma.com 
54 Hopedale St., Suite 8, Hopedale 

Additional location in Hopkinton – HopkintonDMD.com

John C. Park, DMD

508-473-6500 

Welcoming 

NEW 
Patients

u  Cleaning & Exams 
u	Fillings 
u	Invisalign® 
u	Teeth Whitening 
u	Bridges 
u	One-Day Crowns
u	Children Welcome 

Route 16, Mendon  •  508-473-5079
newenglandsteakandseafood   •   www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England Steak New England Steak & Seafood Restaurant& Seafood Restaurant

Preschool Kidding Around 
Yoga 

We will learn yoga poses, 
dance, sing, and meditate. 
This class is all about fun- all 
abilities are welcome. Mats are 
available, or feel free to bring 
your own. Wednesday, January 
10 at 9:30 a.m. 

Book Clubs 
Graphic Novel Book Club: 

This month we will be reading:  
Otis & Peanut by Naseem Hrab. 
The book club will be held 
downstairs on Tuesday, January 
9 at 5 p.m. 

8-12 Book Club: This 
month we will be reading: It All 
Begins with Jelly Beans by Nova 
Weetman. The book club will 
be held downstairs on Tuesday, 
January 16 at 5 p.m. 

6-9 Novel Book Club: This 

month we will be reading: Bad 
Food: Game of  Scones by Eric 
Luper. The book club will be 
held downstairs on Tuesday, 
January 23 at 5 p.m. 

  
Parent/Caregiver Educa-
tion Time Outs or Time 
Ins? How to Manage Dys-
regulation with Jill Vetstein 

Join us on Tuesday, January 
23 at 7 p.m. on Zoom for an 
information workshop designed 
for parents/caregivers of  chil-
dren ages 18 months to 5 years 
old. Learn how to meet your 
child’s needs when they are dys-
regulated and not able to listen. 
Gain a deeper understanding of  
how some approaches to times 
out are problematic and how 
other approaches can be devel-
opmentally appropriate for your 
child’s emotional health.  

To register please contact 
Emily at 508-473-5110 or email 
Emurray@smoc.org. 

TAFT  LIBRARY
continued from page 16

All major insurances accepted

Experiencing Pain?
Physical therapy offers a natural and completely safe way 
to treat pain. Discover how we can help you access a natural form of long-lasting 

    pain relief — without any of the harmful side effects of prescription drugs.

Visit platinumptma.com or call
508-544-1540 for an evaluation

1 Lumber St., Suite 201, Hopkinton
196 E. Main St., Milford (in The Gym) 

Additional locations in
 Ashland and Maynard

Here Today.  
Here to Stay.
While “big banks” sure like to talk about their  
commitment to the community, at the end of the  
day they are the first to bail out and close branches.
Our customers know they can count on Charles 
River Bank for not just the powerful solutions they 
need, but the personal connections that make the 
difference.

Personal Connections.  
Powerful Solutions.
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com or visit one of our  
convenient locations to open a new account today.

5.897” x 5” Medway Millis

CharlesRiverBank.com
70 Main Street • Medway • 508.533.8661
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham • 508.966.2857
1 Hastings Street • Mendon • 508.422.9792 Member FDIC | Member DIF
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SPORTS

Mark’s Transportation LLC

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Call today for

more information

561-654-9881

Office is located at 
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

Office hours are Mon–Fri, 9:00 AM–5 PM

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS WANTED
30 Positions Now Available!

WE PAY MORE

Transport students and adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the certification.

Split Shifts: Early morning, mid/late 
afternoon.

We Pay More.

Great job for retired person or  
someone needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid driver’s
license.

Nipmuc Boys’ Basketball sets sights on postseason
New coach hopes steady improvement will steer team toward goals

By Chris Villani
The Nipmuc boys’ basket-

ball team has a new coach this 
season but the goals for the 
program are familiar: get to the 
Clark Tournament, compete 
for a Dual Valley Conference 
crown, and earn a spot in the 
state playoffs.

In order to get there, head 
coach Jason Gosselin said his 
team will focus on day-to-day 
objectives.

“The goal for us is that we 
just want to get better every 
single day,” Gosselin said. “It 
sounds cliche and simple, but it’s 
not always easy. Winning is the 
goal, but it’s not the focus for our 
group. I don’t want them to get 
too happy when we are winning 
or too down when we are not.”

The focal point for the team 
and its opponents once again 
figures to be 6-foot-6 big man 
James McKinney. The junior 
has exceeded the high expecta-
tions Gosselin had for him when 
he took over the program.

“He is always listening and 
asking what’s needed of  him, 
he is a great teammate, and he 
loves everybody in the gym,” 
Gosselin said. “As a basketball 
player, he is hungry. A lot of  his 
success has been based on being 
physically bigger, but he has 
learned to see the more detailed 

things on offense. He is using 
angles better and working on 
that left hand.”

Gosselin is looking to add 
more depth and take some of  
the heat off his star center. 

Senior Brayden Kelly is an 
experienced player whom Gos-
selin said is committed to having 
a strong final campaign with 
the basketball program. Junior 
Chase Kelly is finding his place 
on the floor, his coach said, add-
ing he is “doing well and doing 
all of  the right things out there.”

Gosselin also said he has 
found a “great surprise” in ju-
nior Logan DeMarzo, a 6-foot-3 
forward. 

“He had a great offseason, 
and he grew into his body a bit,” 
Gosselin said. “He is learning 

to play at the right pace and fit 
in alongside a great player in 
Jimmy.”

In addition to bringing a 
more diverse offense to the 
court, Gosselin wants to change 
things up on defense and play 
more man-to-man. The changes 
will roll out throughout the 
season as the new coach learns 
more about his players.

“Seeing them play is different 
from looking at a stat report or 
last year’s film,” Gosselin said. 
“It’s been good to come in and 
really get to know them.”

James McKinney will be a focal point for Nipmuc this season. Photo 
credit Dawn Barnes

Logan DeMarzo throws down a dunk for the Nipmuc basketball team. 
Photo credit Dawn Barnes

774-573-9811 774-573-9811 • Cubixx.john@gmail.com Cubixx.john@gmail.com
JOHN GIULIANOJOHN GIULIANO

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES •  REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE •  LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

Decks • Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Roofing & Siding • Windows & Gutters
Entry Doors • Bulkheads • And More! 

Giuliano Construction & Remodeling LLCGiuliano Construction & Remodeling LLC
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About OLV

All are welcome to
tour the school, to
meet students and
faculty and to learn

about OLV!

Contact Us

75 Mendon Street
Uxbridge, MA
508-278-5851
ed.reynolds@olvuxbridge.com
www.ourladyofthevalleyregional.com

Our Lady of the Valley Regional
School (OLV) is a Catholic school
serving students from preschool

through grade 8.  We aspire to
excellence and believe that a small
school can make a big difference.  

OLV fosters a safe, structured learning
environment anchored in Faith, where
students are encouraged to develop

their God given talents. OLV is
renowned for providing an

outstanding faith-based, academically
rigorous Catholic education.

About OLV

All are welcome to
tour the school, to
meet students and
faculty and to learn

about OLV!

Contact Us

75 Mendon Street
Uxbridge, MA
508-278-5851
ed.reynolds@olvuxbridge.com
www.ourladyofthevalleyregional.com

Our Lady of the Valley Regional
School (OLV) is a Catholic school
serving students from preschool

through grade 8.  We aspire to
excellence and believe that a small
school can make a big difference.  

OLV fosters a safe, structured learning
environment anchored in Faith, where
students are encouraged to develop

their God given talents. OLV is
renowned for providing an

outstanding faith-based, academically
rigorous Catholic education.

This year’s 
Open House is 

Sunday, January 28th

BVT Boys' Basketball finding its footing
Beavers bring experienced roster to floor this winter

By Chris Villani
If  Dan Morin has identified 

a flaw in the Blackstone Valley 
Tech boys’ basketball team, it 
might be that this year’s squad is 
too unselfish. 

“It’s a really good group of  
kids, and they are such good 
kids that they are passing too 
much and not always looking 
for that scoring opportunity or 
chance to attack,” Morin said. 
“We are trying to get that fire in 
them.”

The Beavers suffered a few 
early season setbacks, but Morin 
still likes his team’s chances to 
compete in the Colonial Athletic 
League and for a spot in the 
Clark Tournament thanks to a 
roster loaded with eight return-
ing seniors and a total of  11 
players who gained varsity expe-
rience last year.

There is plenty of  talent on 
the roster, Morin said, but he 

is “looking for that one or two 
players to step up and be that 
game changer for us.”

He has more than a few 
candidates. Senior captain John 
Powell is a strong presence on 
the interior and brings a streaky 
scoring presence to the team. 
Seniors Ryan Sauter and Alex 
Burgos combine to form a 
strong backcourt. Burgos, the 
quarterback of  the Valley Tech 
football team is adjusting to a 
new position, Morin said, and 
will be handling the point guard 
duties. 

“We want him to utilize 
those court vision skills and the 
IQ that he uses on the football 
field,” Morin said. “He has a 
strong build for a point guard, 
we are hoping that will be ben-
eficial. And he is very vocal.”

Junior Nick Whitlock is a 
player Morin described as a 
“sleeper.” 

“He has got a lot of  energy 
and he is very athletic,” the 
coach said. “I am looking for 
him to connect the dots. A lot of  
these guys are trying to fit into 
their spots and figure out where 
they can excel for us.”

Senior Tyler Bell is another 
potential linchpin for the Bea-
vers. He has a strong shot and 
good range, Morin said, and is 
ratcheting up the intensity he 
will need to excel. 

Morin said that getting to the 
Clark and winning the CAL, 
the latter of  which is something 
Valley Tech competes for on a 
yearly basis. 

The Beavers also have the 
challenge of  competing in a 
higher division this year, having 
moved from Division IV to Divi-
sion III.

“We are looking to try to 
break into the D3 playoffs for 
the first time,” Morin said.

Senior captain Jon Powell (34) will be one of the leaders for the BVT 
boys’ basketball team. Photo credit Whitney Russo 

Carpet & 
Upholstery 

Cleaning 

Call us today 508.529.4115
carpetcleaningcd.com  •  Veteran owned
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MILLION      DOLLAR
OVER 

$75 MILLION 
DOLLARS 

IN INVENTORY

NEARLY 
$10 MILLION 

  DOLLARS 
  IN DISCOUNTS

OVER 

2,000 VEHICLES 
DISCOUNTED 

FOR THIS EVENT
DISCOUNTS UP TO $15,000 or AS MUCH AS 30% OFF!★ ★ ★ ★ ★

8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (ROUTE 16) MENDON, MA 01756 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

ALL VEHICLES 
ARE IMPERIAL 

CERTIFIED  
SEVEN DAY 

VEHICLE  
EXCHANGE  

FREE CAR FAX  
REPORT

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
FOUR DEALERSHIPS // SEVEN BRANDS

#23285A • ALLOYS, TRAILHAWK, 4X4
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 JEEP 
RENEGADE

$21,377
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,165

As low  
as  

$65/wk
#TP2852 • SR5 TRIM, CPO, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$33,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$53,605

As low  
as  

$109/wk

#23063A • 25/31 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,220

As low  
as  

$54/wk

#TP3103H • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 GENESIS  
GV80 AWD

$49,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$59,725

As low  
as  

$166/wk

#45405 • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LT

$19,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$60/wk

#D13804R • ALLOYS, AWD, 3.6L
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 DODGE  
DURANGO GT

$32,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$48,595

As low  
as  

$104/wk

#P16378L • SUPERCREW, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 FORD  
F-150 XL 4x4

$36,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$48,950

As low  
as  

$120/wk

#45530KK • LANE DEPARTURE, FWD
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 TOYOTA  
CAMRY LE

$23,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$74/wk

#P16574L • XLT, LEATHER, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$102/wk

#C45492 • 1500 CUSTOM, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$115/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE OWNER  

VEHICLES
480 One Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#45602 • TURBO, PREMIUM AUDIO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 CHEVY 
TRAX LS AWD

$21,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$27,565

As low  
as  

$67/wk
#TM24-138A • SR5, 5.7L V8, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$53,405

#123-568A • ALLOYS, ULTIMATE
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SUV

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#D13785R • LATITUDE, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$21,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,400

As low  
as  

$67/wk
#P16528R • 23/29 CITY/HIGHWAY MPG

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,690

As low  
as  

$57/wk
#45396R • AWD, LT TRIM, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,995

As low  
as  

$91/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA 4x4

2021 CHEVY  
TRAVERSE

As low  
as  

$113/wk

2020 FORD  
ECOSPORT 4x4

2016 HONDA  
CR-V LX 

2020 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2020 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#D13422 • UNLIMITED RUBICON
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$33,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$110/wk

#TP2732 • AWD, PARKING SENSORS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$31,710

As low  
as  

$60/wk

#TP2936H • ULTIMATE, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$22,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,650

As low  
as  

$71/wk

2018 HYUNDAI  
KONA AWD

2021 NISSAN  
ROGUE SPORT

2019 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P16490L • TURBO, HEATED LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 FORD 
EDGE SEL AWD

$28,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$40,395

As low  
as  

$92/wk
#TP3170 • SUNROOF, TURBO, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,550

#P16472L • BIG BEND, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$29,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$38,995

As low  
as  

$94/wk
#P16159 • SUNROOF, NAV, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 LINCOLN  
MKZ SEDAN

$28,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,745

As low  
as  

$92/wk
#D13563 • PREMIUM, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,695

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#TP3108H • SUNROOF, LEATHER, NAV

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$32,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$38,950

As low  
as  

$106/wk

2021 VW  
PASSAT 2.0T

As low  
as  

$59/wk

2021 SUBARU  
FORESTER

#45623R • 28/38 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,686

As low  
as  

$60/wk

2021 HYUNDAI  
SONATA SE

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

because we 

have more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2021 LEXUS  
UX 250h SUV

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

FACT: 
Imperial 

sells a car 
every  

15 minutes! 

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

#45581R • HATCH, BLUETOOTH
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 CHEVY 
SPARK 1LT

$14,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$21,740

As low  
as  

$42/wk
#TP2757 • 30/38 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$27,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,190

#TP2784 • SUNROOF, LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,899

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#TM23-937A • PREFERRED, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 BUICK  
ENCORE SUV

$17,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$31,225

As low  
as  

$53/wk
#D13717 • HEATED SEATS, PREMIUM

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$29,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,795

As low  
as  

$96/wk
#P16502 • 23/34 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$20,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$25,710

As low  
as  

$60/wk

2021 HONDA  
ACCORD EX-L

As low  
as  

$87/wk

2023 SUBARU  
CROSSTREK

#TP2920 • APPLE CARPLAY, 8” LCD
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,595

As low  
as  

$57/wk

2020 NISSAN  
ALTIMA 2.5 S

2020 FORD  
FUSION SE

2020 MAZDA  
MAZDA CX-5

SALE ENDS 01/31/24. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2014 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM


