
By Kristen Hwang 
CALMatters.org

Madeleine Wisner dreamed of 
making community midwife services 
available to all expecting parents 
regardless of their income when she 
opened Welcome Home Community 
Birth Center in south Sacramento. 

But 451 births and five years later, 
Wisner is packing up her family 
and moving from California to New 
Zealand, where government policies 
are far more favorable to midwifery. 
She closed her birth center in October. 

Wisner was the only licensed com-
munity midwife who took Medi-Cal 
patients in the greater Sacramento 
region, but she’s leaving, she said, 
because it was impossible to sustain 
the birth center. Insurance refused 
to pay two out of every three claims 
she submitted for services including 
prenatal visits, labor and delivery, 
at-home postpartum check ups, and 
lactation consultations, Wisner said.

“The entire system is not made for 
us,” Wisner said. “I look at Medi-Cal 
as the standard of care, and midwives 
should be part of the standard of care.”

Her experience and decision to 
leave reflects larger problems for 
California midwives highlighted in 
a new study released today from UC 
San Francisco’s Osher Center for 
Integrative Health. It focuses on com-
munity midwives who work outside 
of hospitals but have licenses and 
training to perform much of the same 
reproductive care doctors provide to 
women with low-risk pregnancies. 

The report warns that access 
to maternity care will worsen in 
California if the state does not 

SHGS News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
Solano County Home & 
Garden Show is back, 
with a weekend filled 
with inspiration, expert 
advice and entertainment 
for all ages. Scheduled for 
March 23 and 24 at the 
Dixon Fairgrounds from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both 
Saturday and Sunday, this 
family-friendly event is a 
great way to explore home 
improvement, landscaping, 
and gardening ideas.

This year's highlight is 
the appearance of Ahmed 
Hassan, the original host 
of HGTV's hit show, Yard 
Crashers. Hassan will be 
sharing his expertise and 
insights, offering invalu-
able tips to attendees 
looking to transform their 
outdoor spaces into stun-
ning retreats.

From home improve-
ment specialists to arts and 
craft vendors, the Solano 
County Home & Garden 
Show will feature a diverse 
array of exhibitors show-
casing the latest products 
and services. Visitors can 

explore various booths, 
receive free quotes, and 
discover innovative solu-
tions to tackle unfinished 
projects.

But that's not all - the 
event will also offer live 
music performance by 
local artist Alan Brownlee, 

food trucks and ample 
opportunities for network-
ing and mingling with 
fellow enthusiasts.

"We're thrilled to wel-
come everyone back to 
the Dixon Fairgrounds for 
another exciting Home 
& Garden Show," said 

event organizer, Shawna 
Arzadon. "Whether you're 
a seasoned DIYer or 
just starting out on your 
home improvement jour-
ney, there's something 
for everyone at this year's 
event. Come join us for 
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Solano Home & Garden 
Show Returns

At last year's Solano Home & Garden Show, Greiner Heating and Air greeted visitors at 
the entrance of the Dixon fairground's Madden Hall joining dozens of companies that help 
demonstrate products and explain benefits of home improvement projects. Photo by Debra Dingman

Learn Money, 
Capital, and 

Credit
By MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Join 
the Solano-Napa Small 
Business Development 
Center, NorCal VBOC, the 
City of Vallejo and Solano 
Community College on 
March 20 for a deep dive 
into the world of financ-
ing for small and large 
businesses.

Whether you are an 
existing or new business 
owner, you'll find valuable 
resources at the Money, 
Credit & Capital Summit 
at Solano Community 
College's Vallejo campus, 
545 Columbus Parkway, 
in Vallejo. The date of 
the event, March 20, also 
marks National Small 
Business Development 
Center (SBDC) Day, 
which recognizes the thou-
sands of SBDC centers 
across the country sup-
porting entrepreneurs in 
their pursuit of business 
ownership.

This no-cost event from 
3 pm to 7:30 pm will 
begin with two free busi-
ness trainings focused on 
social media marketing 
and finance.

A lender panel at 5:30 
pm will include representa-
tives from both traditional 
and non-traditional finan-
cial institutions, all sharing 
information on the services 
they provide for new and 
existing business owners. 
There will also be a rep-
resentative from Solano 
County who will introduce 
Solano Biz-Grow, a new 
local revolving loan fund.  

Following the panel, 
business owners will 
have the opportunity to 
network, meet one-on-
one with lenders, and 
learn more about local 
resources for their busi-
ness. Refreshments will be 
provided.

P re - reg i s t r a t ion  i s 
encouraged. Learn more 
and register at solanona-
pasbdc.org/events.

(Direct link: https://
www.solanonapasbdc.org/
event/money-credit-capi-
tal-summit/)

In addition, Solano 
County offers a Small 
Business Loan Program 
for entrepreneurs from 
$25,000 to $125,000 at an 
interest rate of 6% with 
loan term of five years and 
no prepayment penalty. A 
minimum credit score of 
630 is required and busi-
nesses must be located in 
Solano County.

Participating lenders 
are First Northern Bank, 
Travis Credit Union, 
and Valley Strong Credit 
Union.  The Program 
Partner is the Solano-
Napa Small Business 
Development Center. For 
more information, con-
tact Wendi Reed, Solano 
Economic Development 
Corporation Loan Program 
Manager at (707) 864-
1855, ext. 21 or email 
Wendi@SolanoEDC.org.

Failing Our Newborns
She opened a business to deliver babies, then  
California policies drove her out of the country

Midwife Madeleine Wisner evaluates Chloé Mick’s belly during a maternal care consultation at Mick’s home in Sacramento on 
Feb. 6, 2024. Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., CalMatters

Continued on page 4

Girl Scouts
Start Annual 
Cookie Sales
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By Debra Dingman

Sometimes your tax 
dollars slip by unnoticed, 
and I think it is important 
for people to stay aware 
of some of the good that 
quiet ly happens.  For 
example, in all that con-
struction at Anderson 
Elementary School,  I 
think many people forgot 
that we are re-investing 
in our schools and reno-
vating them. During the 
entire time the construc-
tion was going on, almost 
all the children adapted 
well and there were no 
accidents or injuries.

The Dixon High School 
Barn and the expansive 
storage building that can 
protect small tractors and 
equipment, as well as the 
greenhouse are now being 
utilized by students. The 
money came from a grant. 
The grant came from the 
pocketbook of taxpay-
ers although some grants 
come from big businesses 
and nonprofits.

It was also through 
a grant that significant 
upgrades to the two tran-
sitional houses near the 
Dixon Police Department 
have been paid. Now, 
each man will have his 
own bedroom and bath-
room and hopefully help 
set them back on the bet-
ter path to a working 
society.

After attending Dixon 
City Council meetings 
for many years now, I 

hear the word “grants” 
over and over. Monies 
from the state and from 
the  Federa l  govern-
ment are often doled out 
as “grants” to help cit-
ies keep up infrastructure 
like bridges, roads, sew-
ers, water; even parks and 
taking care of seniors.

But a staff person has 
to have the time and the 
know-how to find these 
grants. I can imagine this 
is a significant consump-
tion of their time. But do 
not misunderstand, our 
taxes are the city’s bread 
and butter. And, like our 
own home budgets, there 
is never enough and there 
is a need for constant 
improvements that take 
the funds.

I am reminded of that 
when I drive down Adams 
and notice the lane strip-
ing and crosswalks are 
faded to nothing, the pot-
holes on Pedrick Road are 
dangerous, and the faux 
leather seats that City 
Council, School Board, 
and other ad-hoc commit-
tee groups sit on are plain 
embarrassing!

The  p r io r i t i e s  a re 
pol ice ,  f i re  and the 
city personnel to keep 
all the dots connected. 
Some of  them work 
in  mobi le -home- l ike 
offices and others work 
in  warehouses  made 
into headquarters like 
our Dixon Readi-Ride. 
Am I saying that I’m for 
another tax? Well, maybe. 

It would be nice to have 
‘Welcome to  Dixon’ 
signs…

My husband and son 
might choke when they 
read this column but as 
I try to explain to them, 
the needs are not going 
away and won’t even 
decrease in my life-
time so there is a certain 
amount of me that says 
we must accept this, 
or I will not see what I 
think most of us believe 
are typical standards 
for community living. I 
cannot emphasize this 
enough. Inside City lim-
its are different from 
living in the County. For 
those of us who live in 
the city limits, we should 
be sharing the cost of 
safe, healthy, and yes, 
appealing standards.

Another  sa les  tax 
increase initiative is 
being considered.

The sales tax is the 
most  beneficial  way 
that my brain can think 
of that spreads the cost 
of community living. 
But no taxpayer wants 
to give the City a blank 
check.  An oversight 
committee has no author-
ity, just advisory, and it 
is most important to real-
ize that the City Council 
rules. If you care about 
where the money goes, 
you need to elect prudent 
council representatives 
and certainly watch (if 
not attend) City Council 
meetings. H

MPG Staff

City Meetings
The City’s Parks and Recreation meet-

ing is set for Tuesday, February 27, at 7 
p.m. at 600 East A Street. One can also 
participate in these meetings via Zoom 
or watch the meetings online in real time 
or afterwards via cityofdixon.us, Click on 
government, then on agendas.

Castillo’s New Office
Castillo’s Legal Life Support business 

opened an office in Dixon inside Almond 
Tree Mortgage and alongside Crystal Rico 
State Farm Insurance at 1115 Stratford 
Avenue, Suite D, across from Safeway 
Shopping Center. Lisa Castillo special-
izes in estate planning and matters of 
family law that don’t require an attorney. 
Her office also does uncontested divorces, 
marital separation, child support pay-
ment arrangements, support modification, 
guardianship, name changes and adult 
adoptions. Call (707) 564-3977.

Celebrate Dixon
The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is 

proud to present “Celebrate Dixon” where 
we will honor the 61st Annual Citizen of 
the Year, the 28th Annual Business of the 
Year, the Ambassador of the Year, and 
the Veteran of the Year. A new category 
for the awards this year is the category of 
Nonprofit of the Year, and the 1st Annual 
award will also be given out.

The event takes place on Saturday, 
March 7 from 5 to 11 pm at the Olde Vets 
Hall at 231 N. First Street. Social Hour 
begins at 5 pm, and dinner will be served 
at 6 pm.

Following the delicious dinner of tri-tip, 
chicken, potatoes and salads, the awards 
will be presented to deserving Dixon cit-
izens who have made a significant impact 
on the quality of life in Dixon.

In addition, there will also be raffle 
prizes and a silent auction to help offset 
the costs of the event.

Tickets are $75 per person and are 
available at the Chamber of Commerce 
office at 220 North Jefferson Street. 

Tickets must be purchased in advance, 
and no later than February 26. No tickets 
will be sold at the door.

For more information, call 707-678-
2650 or email info@dixonchamber.org.

Sound Bath
On Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Lois Pengilley, Sound Bath Healing 
Practitioner, will offer a Lotus Sound Bath 
for a $30 donation to the Dixon Women’s 
Improvement Club. Sound baths can help 
relieve insomnia, decrease depression, 
and relieve anxiety and stress. It induces 
complete relaxation, can help release 
emotional traumas, helps blood pres-
sure, and can relieve physical pain. For a 
ticket, call Teri Brown at (916) 601-3371. 
Space is limited. Funds raised go toward 
Scholarships and Community Grants. It 
will be held at Busy Bee Studios, 1115 
Stratford Avenue.

FFA Car Show
The Dixon High School Future Farmers 

of America will host their first FFA Car 
Show on Saturday, February 24, from 
noon to 4 p.m. at the high school, 555 
College Way. Follow the signs.

Veterans Dinner
Breaded chicken with scalloped pota-

toes and vegetables plus a roll will be 
the dinner for tonight at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall starting at 5:30 p.m. Cost 
will be $12 per person. The hall is located 
at 1305 North First Street and dress is 
casual. No reservations are necessary, and 
one does not have to be a veteran.

Cemetery Tour April 13
Mark your calendars for the next 

Silveyville Cemetery Tour on Saturday, 
April 13, guided by local History expert, 
Denise McBride. The last one was well-at-
tended by about 30 people who learned 
many interesting facts and accounts of 
Dixon’s history including Dixon’s past 
residents. Wear comfortable walking shoes 
(Sandals are not recommended.) It will 
happen rain or shine on. Meet at the cem-
etery office. For more information, call 
McBride at (707) 483-2211. H
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Local Writers Wanted
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The Dixon Rotary Club donated 50 $ 10 gift cards and 28 back packs to the students at Dixon 
Maine Prairie High School recently.  Pictured are Rotarian Herb Cross, school principal Angelina 
Arias and Dixon Rotary Club President, Marianne MacDonald. Rotary courtesy photo

Thank you to all  
of our customers 

for trusting  
Dixon Tire Pros 
over the years!

We are very proud  
to be named  

the 2022  
Dixon Business  

of the Year!

2022DIXON BUSINESSOF THEYEAR!

Thank You!Thank You!

2022DIXON BUSINESSOF THEYEAR!

& AUTO REPAIR
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"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

Plan for Aging

Elaine Clark, Executive Director of Napa/Solano Area Agency on Aging, left, listens to a 
conference participant talk about lifting an older person out of a wheelchair.

Story and photos 
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - How old 
were you when you first 
looked at your parent and 
thought they looked old? 
That was the question 
asked recently of about 
100 people gathered to 
learn the Master Plan for 
Aging in Solano County.

“When you walked 
in the living room and 
found them both napping 
on the couch?” asked 
Elaine Clark, Executive 
Director of Napa/Solano 
Area Agency on Aging. 
Some of the answers 
were when a parent 
needed bifocals, would 
not drive at night, or 
started going bald.

“The  60 -yea r-o ld 
group is the largest in 
Solano County going 
from 100,000 to 148,000 
through 2026,” Clark 
reported. “Solano resi-
dents are living longer 
than ever before with an 
average life expectancy 
of 80 years. Solano’s 
population is getting 
older and it’s changing 
Solano.”

The large meeting was 
organized by Solano 
County, Napa/Solano 
Area Agency on Aging, 
and Innovative Health 
Solutions to create an 
Advisory Committee and 
was held in Fairfield as a 
proactive response to the 
accelerated growth of the 
older adult population in 
California.

“We don’t have enough 
convalescent homes. 
Home Health Aides 
need to get paid more. 
We need to build homes 
that have two bedrooms 
and can allow a wheel-
chair into the shower,” 
said Solano County 
Supe rv i so r  Monica 
Brown. “The only way to 
deal with this is through 
political action. Who are 

we electing that will care 
about this?”

Turning to the audi-
ence for workshop-style 
brainstorming, the tables 
of people were to identify 
gaps in services or sup-
port that help older adults 
and differently abled 
adults to maintain their 
quality of life. One idea 
was to give tax breaks 
to owners who rent to 
seniors. Other ideas were 
to offer discounted or 
free legal services for 
trusts and wills. Another 
was to develop more 
senior low-income con-
dominiums, and another 
was to encourage co- or 
shared housing.

“ I n  h e l p i n g  o u r 
seniors, don’t tell them 
to go on the computer,” 
exclaimed one audience 
member. “Provide one-
on-one information or 
instruction or give them 
a paper because there are 
predators online when 
one searches for senior 
affordable housing.”

There were five ‘bold’ 
goals listed for 2030: 1. 
Housing for all ages and 
stages. Communities 
will be age, disability, 
and dementia-friendly 
and will be climate- and 
disaster-ready. 2. Health 
reimagined. Seniors will 

have access to the ser-
vices they need to live 
at home in communi-
ties. And will optimize 
health and quality of life. 
3. Inclusion and equity, 
not isolation. There will 
be lifelong opportunities 
for work, volunteering, 
engagement, and leader-
ship and will be protected 
from isolation, discrim-
ination, abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation. 4. 
Caregiving that works: 
Seniors will be pre-
pared for and supported 
through the rewards and 
challenges of caring 
for aging loved ones. 5. 
Affording aging. Elders 
will have economic secu-
rity for as long as they 
live by increasing elder 
economic sufficiency.

Dr. Norma Lisenko, 
Execu t ive  Di rec to r 
for Innovative Health 
S o l u t i o n s  s t r o n g l y 
encouraged people to get 
involved and listed future 
community meetings and 
work groups.

If you would like to 
host a listening session 
at an existing meeting 
or event, attend one, or 
help with one, email her 
at normalisenko@inno-
vativehealthsolutions. 
Information can be found 
at www.mpsolano.com.

There was a large turnout of men and women to form a 
citizen advisory on Solano's aging adults.
About 100 people attended the Master Plan for Aging seminar 
held recently in Fairfield.

FBI Offers $25,000 Reward 
to Help Locate Wanted Fugitive

FBI Sacramento Office of Public Affairs 
News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Sacramento 
Field Office, announces a reward of up to 
$25,000 for information leading to the 
identification, arrest, and conviction of 
Mario Guadalupe Vasquez. Vasquez is 
alleged to have fled prosecution for homi-
cide in Solano County, California Vasquez 
is described as a 31-year-old male with 
black hair and brown eyes who weighs 
200 pounds and stands five-feet, seven 
inches tall.

Vasquez was charged with homicide 
on March 20, 2013, in the Superior Court 
of California, Solano County. Court doc-
uments allege that Vasquez shot and 
killed 20-year-old Jesus Adrian “Jessie” 
Gutierrez Amaya, during an attempted 

robbery on Hayes Street in Fairfield, 
California, on Feb. 1, 2012. Local law 
enforcement, including the Fairfield Police 
Department, continue their efforts to locate 
and apprehend Guadalupe Vasquez.

The FBI obtained a federal arrest war-
rant for Vasquez in the U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of California on Feb. 8, 
2022, alleging Vasquez fled to avoid pros-
ecution. Vasquez has ties to communities 
in Jalisco, Mexico, and California.

Anyone with information that may 
help locate Vasquez is urged to call their 
local FBI office or United States embassy 
or consulate. Tips may also be submitted 
online at tips.fbi.gov.

Posters featuring fugitives, kidnappings, 
and other cases in need of additional infor-
mation from the public are available on 
the FBI Most Wanted page, https://www.
fbi.gov/wanted. 

Girl Scouts Start Cookie Sales

Dixon Girl Scout cookie sales are happening in front of grocery stores like this stand set up in 
front of Grocery Outlet last year. This year the little ladies will be selling in front of Safeway 
and Walmart. More locations may be added soon. Check out the official “Cookie Finder” by 
searching online. Courtesy photo

By Girls Scouts of Central California

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Girl Scouts Heart of 
Central California (GSHCC) is excited 
to announce its upcoming Mega Drop 
events, taking place in both Sacramento 
and Turlock. This annual event is a highly 
anticipated occasion where hundreds of 
thousands of Girl Scout Cookies are deliv-
ered to troops and eager customers alike.

Girl Scouts from all over the greater 
Sacramento area will descend on Sutter 
Health Park in Sacramento and the 
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds in Turlock 
to pick up Girl Scout Cookies to provide 
to their cookie customers. The two events, 
scheduled for Feb. 17 and Feb. 19, respec-
tively, mark a significant annual milestone 
for the organization, showcasing its com-
mitment to empowering young girls 
through the Girl Scout Cookie Program.

The Girl Scout Cookie Program is the 
largest girl-led entrepreneurial program in 
the world. Through selling cookies, Girl 
Scouts learn essential business skills such 
as goal setting, money management and 
customer service. These experiences not 
only prepare girls for future success but 
also instill confidence and leadership qual-
ities that will serve them throughout their 
lives.

In addition to promoting entrepreneur-
ship, proceeds from the Girl Scout Cookie 
Program play a vital role in funding var-
ious programs and initiatives within 
Girl Scouts Heart of Central California, 
including those focused on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics) education. These programs 
provide girls with opportunities to explore 
their interests in STEM fields, encour-
aging them to pursue careers in areas 
traditionally underrepresented by women.

“At Girl Scouts Heart of Central 
California, we are dedicated to empow-
ering girls to become leaders in their 
communities,” said Girl Scouts Heart 
of Central California Chief Executive 
Officer, Dr. Linda E. Farley. “The Girl 
Scout Cookie Program not only teaches 
valuable life skills but also helps us fund 
two STEM Centers + MakerSpaces, a 
mobile STEM Center + MakerSpace, and 
provides resources to more than 4,000 
volunteers, ensuring that all girls have 
access to opportunities for growth and 
development.”

Don't miss out on your chance to sup-
port the next generation of female leaders 
and indulge in delicious cookies!

How to purchase cookies:
- If you know a registered Girl Scout, 

reach out to her today  to find out how 
she’s selling cookies.

- Supporters will begin to see cook-
ies available for local purchase in front of 
stores beginning Feb. 23 through March 
17.

-Use the Cookie Finder feature on the 
Girl Scouts' website, which provides a 
convenient and accessible way for cookie 
enthusiasts to locate nearby cookie booths.

-Text COOKIES to 59618. 
For more information about Girl Scouts 

Heart of Central California, visit www.
girlscoutshcc.org.  H
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If you developed MESOTHELIOMA or LUNG CANCER from on-the-job 
exposure to ASBESTOS then speak to one of the USA’s most  active law 
firms in this area - with $19 BILLION in verdicts and settlements achieved 
in nearly 40 years of service. Call 800-CANCERS today for a free and 
unpressured consultation.

 

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG
Tuesday, February 13
0808 - Theft report taken in the 500 block of Wisteria Lane.
0946 - School Resource Call in the 400 block of East A Street.
1251 - School Resource Call in the 200 block of North Lincoln Street.
1325 - Information report taken at the PD.
Monday, February 12
2056 - Possession of a controlled substance arrest report was taken in the 1000 block of North 1st St. Officers 
conducted an enforcement stop and contacted (S) Jose Zarate Jr. (37) of Dixon. Zarate was arrested and 
transported to the Dixon Police Department. Zarate was cited and released.
0230 - Asist Outside Agency report was taken in the 400 block of West D St.
0733 - School resource call in the 300 block of Pheasant Run Drive.
0924 - Theft report taken in the PD lobby. 0954 Theft report taken in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive.
1100 - Restraining order violation reported in the 200 block of South 8th Street.
1118 - Stolen trailer reported in the 2200 block of North 1st Street.
1128 - Stolen vehicle recovery in the 100 block of Dorset Drive. A Dixon Officer located an occupied stolen 
vehicle and conducted a high risk stop on the car. Isaac Johnston (21) of Vallejo was arrested for possession of 
a stolen vehicle. Isaac was taken to county jail.
1242 - Found bike report taken in the PD lobby.
1621 - Burglary report taken in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue.
Sunday, February 11
0809 - Stolen vehicle reported in the 400 block of South Almond Street also resulted in the recovery of the 
stolen vehicle, a short distance from the RP’s house.
0930 - Theft report taken in the 1100 block of Jacobs Drive.
1029 - Missing person report taken in the 400 block of North Jefferson Street.
1039 - Agency assist for Solano Sheriff in the 700 block of North Almond Street.
1425 - Theft report taken in the 700 block of West B Street.
Saturday, February 10
2130 Hours - Brandon Hourmouzus (49) of Dixon was contacted in the 100 block of East A Street and 
arrested for public intoxication.
0710 - Suspicious Vehicle 1400 block Ary Lane. Eva Alvarez (37) of Woodland was arrested for outstanding 
warrants. She was cited and released from the PD.
Friday, February 9
0855 - Extortion Report 300 block Horsetail Court.
0913 - Hit and Run Collision 800 block Elm Drive.
1125 - Domestic Battery 1500 block Valley Glen Drive. Edward Walker (35) of Sacramento was arrested for 
domestic battery and booked into the Solano County Jail.
1130 - Grand Theft Report 200 block East Dorset Drive.
1308 - Extortion Report at Dixon PD.
Thursday, February 8
2300 Hours - Missing person report in the 400 block of East Mayes.
0624 - Suspicious Circumstances 100 block North Adams Street.
0821 - Suspicious Circumstances 100 block Dorset Drive.
1100 - Vehicle Burglary 1300 block North Lincoln Street.
1335 - Domestic Violence report 400 block Ellesmere Drive.
1526 - Fraud report 1500 block Valley Glen Drive.

a weekend of inspiration, education, and 
fun!"

Admission to the Solano County Home 
& Garden Show is $8, with children under 
12 years admitted free of charge. Tickets 
sold at the gate. Cash only. Don't miss out 
on this fantastic opportunity to kickstart 
your home and garden projects for the 
year ahead.

The Solano County Home & Garden 
Show is an annual event dedicated to show-
casing the latest trends and innovations in 
home improvement, landscaping, and gar-
dening. With expert speakers, exhibitors, 
and interactive activities, the show aims to 
inspire and educate homeowners looking to 
enhance their living spaces.

For more information visit www.
SolanoHomeShow.com.  

Solano Home & Garden 
Show Returns

Continued from page 1
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Solano EDC Launches Small 
Business Loan Program Countywide
Solano Economic 
Development Corporation  
News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Solano 
County  Economic  Development 
Corporation (Solano EDC), with fund-
ing from the Solano County, announces 
the launch of the Solano Biz Grow small 
business loan program. The loan program 
is designed to assist small businesses and 
non-profits impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The $4 million loan program 
offers below market, fixed rate, loans with 
a 5-year term.

"The Solano Biz Grow loan pro-
gram will provide small businesses and 
non-profits with an important tool to 
help address the financial impacts of the 
pandemic. I want to thank the Board of 
Supervisors for allocating the American 
Rescue Plan (ARPA) funding. They 
truly understand the importance of small 
businesses and non-profits in our local 
economy." said Chris Rico, Solano EDC 
President and CEO.

Solano Biz Grow offers to small busi-
nesses an ability to borrow with a lower 
credit score than traditional lending. This 
funding will help improve small business 
survivability, stability, and expansion, 
which in turn facilitates job creation in the 

local community. Loan principal repay-
ments will revolve back into the fund, 
creating a lasting and ongoing resource for 
the community.

Solano EDC is partnering with the 
Solano Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) to provide business assis-
tance and on-going capacity building 
support. Small businesses and non-prof-
its must meet certain eligibility criteria. 
Eligibility includes a demonstrated impact 
from the pandemic, along with certain 
areas of Solano County and certain types 
of businesses that are automatically eligi-
ble. Small businesses or non-profits must 
be operating on or before December 31, 
2021. 

Loans will range in size from $25,000 
to $125,000. 

The Solano EDC is working with the 
following local financial institutions on 
Solano Biz Grow:

-First Northern Bank
-Travis Credit Union
-Valley Strong Credit Union 
For more information about the pro-

gram, including eligibility and how to 
apply, please contact Wendi Reed, Solano 
EDC Loan Program Manager, at 707-864-
1855, ext. 21 or Wendi@SolanoEDC.org; 
or visit https://solanoedc.org/solano-biz-
grow-1/revolving-loan-fund/. 

WE 
SUPPORT 
FIRST RESPONDERS
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Riley Reviews
“MADAME WEB” MUDDLES ALONG;

“LAND OF BAD” TENSE ACTION SCENES

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“MADAME WEB” Rated PG-13
A reasonable judgment about a film’s 

possible appeal may be discerned from 
watching a trailer.  After all, the studio 
releasing the movie has invested heav-
ily in the production and hopes for a box 
office win.

In the case of “Madame Web,” the 
trailer offers little incentive to rush to 
a theater.  A singer wails “What do you 
want from me?”  The thought comes to 
mind that the recurring tone of the lyrics 
couldn’t be more irritating.

The idea of Dakota Johnson in the role 
of Cassie Webb to become a superhero is 
not off-putting on its own. If anything, 
Johnson’s Cassie is failed by a script 
that too often makes little sense.

The story begins with a flashback 
to the Amazon jungle in 1973 when 
Cassie’s pregnant mother Constance 
(Kerry Bishe) is a scientist doing 
research into rare spiders.  Her guide, 
Ezekial Sims (Tahar Rahim), has his 
own agenda.

Tragedy strikes when Cassandra’s 
death occurs just about when she gives 
birth to Cassie.  With her mother bitten 
by a mystical spider, Cassie develops 
paranormal powers as an adult. 

Thirty years later, Cassie is a New 
York paramedic, working alongside her 
best friend Ben Parker (Adam Scott).  
If Ben’s last name sounds familiar, it’s 
because he’s the future uncle to Peter 
Parker, aka Spider-Man.

A work-related accident causes 
Cassie to realize her hidden super-
power of being able to see into the near 
future. Falling into the East River is a 
near-death experience that triggers clair-
voyant powers.

Meanwhile, Ezekiel is on a hunt for 
three teenage girls in New York. It has 
something to do with Cassie having 
visions that Julia (Sydney Sweeney), 
Mattie (Celeste O’Connor), and Anya 
(Isebela Merced) are marked for death.  

A feasible bet to make is that 
“Madame Web,” for all its spider-re-
lated wish fulfillment, does not seem 
destined for another superhero fran-
chise.  Lacking any psychic powers, I 
am unwilling to place a wager because 
anything can happen in show business.

You may get the idea that Dakota 
Johnson didn’t want to be in this movie, 
and if so, a sequel would be nothing 
more than another payday. Sadly, stu-
dios have no aversion to turning out an 
inferior product to cash in with a sequel.

If there is going to be another arach-
nid-themed installment, the genre would 
be best served by another Tom Holland 
turn as the web-slinging Spider-Man, 
and the next chapter is reportedly in the 
works.

Depending on how far the appe-
tite for more Spider-Man films exists, 

it wouldn’t take much effort to make a 
connection between Madame Web and 
Peter Parker/Spider-Man.  A strong bond 
exists between Cassie and Ben Parker, 
but then Ben gets killed during a rob-
bery, as we already know. 

One can only speculate on the future 
of Sony Pictures so-called “Spider-
Verse,” and this reviewer has neither the 
bandwidth nor desire to figure out any-
thing more than “Madame Web” lacks 
merit for a sequel.

“LAND OF BAD” Rated R
“Land of Bad” is a high-octane action 

picture of a daring military operation 
that is almost certain to have far more 
public appeal than it does with many 
critics tired of the genre.

The awkward title reflects the title 
card introduction of a Southeast Asia 
island in the Sulu Sea that is home to 
“violent extremist groups” that are at 
war with us but we just don’t know it.

A rescue mission by a quartet of 
Special Forces to extract a CIA asset 
being held hostage by terrorists will 
undoubtedly discover that the war will 
come at them hard and fast.

Liam Hemsworth’s Sergeant J.J. 
“Playboy” Kinney is not battle-tested 
when he joins the team at the last-minute 
to handle communications with Sergeant 
Eddie “Reaper” Grimm (Russell Crowe), 
who is the drone pilot tracking the 
squad’s moves and launching missiles 
when needed.

Playboy’s teammates consist of tough, 
hardened veteran comrades, including 
Milo Ventimiglia’s Captain John “Sugar” 
Sweet, Luke Hemsworth’s Sergeant 
Abel, and Ricky Whittle’s Bishop.

The bad guys are personified by 
Islamic terrorist Hashimi (Robert 
Rabiah), the sadistic leader of Abu 
Sayyaf radical group who decapitates 
a woman in front of her husband, in a 
move designed to terrorize other inno-
cent victims.

Getting caught up in the effort to save 
the village people, the team ends up in a 
merciless firefight where it appears that 
Playboy is the only survivor who then 
flees into the jungle while being chased 
by heavily armed thugs.

On the run, Playboy relies on Reaper 
to guide him to a spot for a helicopter 
rescue, but things are hardly that simple.  
At the Air Force base in Nevada, Reaper 
is so committed to the mission that he 
risks insubordination by arguing with an 
arrogant superior officer.

“Land of Bad” belongs to Hemsworth 
for his battlefield heroics and to Crowe 
for his cocky, amusing self-confidence 
and unwavering commitment to his job, 
spending his time mainly confined to a 
chair staring at a screen.  

Easily dismissed as formulaic, “Land 
of Bad” is nevertheless replete with 
thrilling, tense action sequences for 
action fans to enjoy. H
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Thirty-five girls compete 
but only one will win the 
Prince’s heart. America is 
just an average lower-caste 
girl who works hard to make 
ends meet for her family. 
Living in the newly united 
country of Illea, people live 
and die in the caste their 
families have been assigned 
to. But America doesn’t care 
about castes. Her family sur-
vives with just enough food 
on their table every night, 
and she gets to do what 
she loves, sing and per-
form, as she secretly hopes 
to marry the forbidden love 
of her life, Aspen. However, 
America’s life drastically 
changes for the worse when 
the country announces the 
lottery- a competition for 
all eligible girls to compete 
for the Prince’s heart and be 
crowned Princess of Illea. 
Even though every girl in 
the country eagerly antic-
ipates the lottery, America 
only sees entering as a way 
to ruin her life. 

F r o m  t h e  m o m e n t 
the announcer read off 
America’s name for The 
Selection, her life became 
a whirlwind, as she was 
suddenly thrust into the 
competition. The selected 
girls compete, fight, sabo-
tage, and form friendships 
as they all try to be the girl 
who catches the Prince’s 
eye. However, America 

remains in the competition 
by being who she truly is: 
an outspoken and intrigu-
ing girl who throws caution 
into the wind. America is 
not afraid of telling anyone 
what she thinks, including 
the Prince. Even with her 
brutal honesty, the Prince 
can’t help but be enamored 
with her, keeping her in the 
competition purely for her 
firm conviction. 

As the competition nar-
rows down to the Elite, 
only six girls remain, and 
America becomes torn 
between her first love and 
Prince Maxon, yet she is 
the only one in the compe-
tition who finds her heart 
divided. The remaining 
girls know exactly what 
they want and will go to any 
lengths to safeguard their 
chance to win the Prince’s 
heart and the crown. Love 

and friendship are tested 
to the greatest lengths as 
the remaining girls’ lives 
are shattered, and the real 
meaning behind holding the 
crown is presented before 
them.  While the competi-
tion has forced America to 
grow stronger than she ever 
thought possible, it has also 
highlighted the downfalls 
of being royalty. Teaching 
America not only the type 
of leader she could fight 
to become but also if she 
wants to fight for that type 
of life, and turn her back 
on love. 

Charged with emotional 
angst and heartbreaking 
struggle, Kiera Cass thrills 
readers with her enchant-
ing and enthralling The 
Selection Series. Beautiful, 
as it is endearing, this series 
will break readers’ hearts 
as well as mend them, 
repeatedly. Leaving the 
conclusion to etch itself per-
manently in the remnants of 
their hearts, forever.

America and Prince 
Maxon’s journey is realistic 
and honest, causing readers’ 
minds to reel into endless 
conclusions. Readers will 
be shocked by the moments 
that forever changed the 
competition and opened 
America’s heart, forcing 
readers to question the path 
America will ultimately 
choose.  

The Series that will Spark
the Fairytale in all of Us

The Selection Series Box Set
by Kiera Cass

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
I’m a single mom, and I 

opened my own small busi-
ness last year. The business 
isn’t growing at all, and my 
mom and dad are helping 
me with the bills. On top 
of all this, I don’t receive 
any child support payments 
from my ex-husband. But 
my biggest concern is our 
home. I bought it four years 
ago, and when I opened 
my business, I did it with a 
home equity loan. Do you 
have any advice?

– Tammy
Dear Tammy,
You need to close up your 

business, at least temporar-
ily, and go find some mon-
ey-making work. I’m sorry 

to be so blunt, but you’ve 
got a really big mess on 
your hands.

Long story short, the 
money you make at another 
full-time job is likely to de-
cide whether you can stay in 
your home. If you’ve got a 
mortgage, home equity loan 
and business debts hanging 
over your head, the chances 
of this are slim. You prob-
ably need to consider the 
idea moving into a small, 
affordable apartment for a 
while, too. If you do this, 
get your debts paid off and 
your finances back in or-
der—which includes living 
on a budget and saving—
you might be able to buy a 
house again in a few years.

I know the idea of giving 
up your home and business 
is hurtful, but sometimes 
when you have a serious 
illness, extensive surgery 
is needed to fix the prob-
lem. And right now, you’ve 
got a very serious financial 
illness.

I want you to understand 
how I’m looking at this, 

Tammy. The house alone 
is not the problem. You 
borrowed money to open a 
business, and that was your 
first mistake. You also have 
no savings, which is another 
mistake, and now your busi-
ness isn’t making a profit. 
See how all of it combined 
adds up into one big mess?

I love your spirit, and the 
fact that you want to be an 
entrepreneur. But you’ve 
got to get control of your 
money first. If you don’t, 
this thing will eat you alive.

– Dave
Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance ex-
pert and host of The Ram-
sey Show. He has appeared 
on Good Morning America, 
CBS This Morning, Today, 
Fox News, CNN, Fox Busi-
ness and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped 
people take control of their 
money, build wealth and 
enhance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions  H

A Big Mess
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Announcement
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-439- 5645 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing- Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author̀ s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup – 
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion – Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
Donating your vehicle? Get 
more! Free Towing. Tax De-
ductible. Plus a $200 restau-
rant voucher and a 2-night/3-
day hotel stay at one of 50 
locations. Call Heritage for the 
Blind to donate your vehicle 
today. CALL 1-844-491-2884 
 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR?? 
Your car donation to Patriotic 
Hearts helps veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running 
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495.  (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama ahora: 
1-844-244-5441 (24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehi-
cle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans
DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
Golf and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-641-5762( Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Financial
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
’V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

’84 Corvette, 88,000 miles, 
engine is extremely strong, 
4 speed tranny, get’s up and 
goes. Interior needs work. 
Primered. First $2,500 drives 
it away. 530-742-9144 leave 
message. (TFN)

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-888-892-
5598  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 3/31/24) Call 
1-833-985-4766  (Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health
SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annu-
al contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-404-2509 (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-855-480-0769 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Landscaping/
Maintenance 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Estate 
loans. Credit unimportant. 
V.I.P. Trust Deed Compa-
ny www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • THE OSCARS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Anti-seniors senti-
ment
6. ____ Pérignon, 
Champagne
9. Big Bang’s original 
matter
13. Prefix for earliest
14. Call to Maria
15. Bob and ____
16. “Peter, Peter Pump-
kin ____”
17. “Le ____ des 
cygnes”
18. Like yesteryear
19. *Greta Gerwig’s 
Oscar nominated movie
21. *He’s nominated 
for playing Leonard 
Bernstein
23. Nothing
24. White ____ shop-
ping event
25. Federal food safety 
agency, acr.
28. It ran away with the 
spoon
30. ROTC happenings
35. Figure skating jump
37. Grad
39. Arrogant one
40. Archaic preposition
41. Passé
43. Scrubbed
44. Sugarcoating
46. Money in Mexico 
City
47. What DJs do
48. Trickery
50. Swerves
52. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
53. *Typical number 
of nominations in one 
Oscar category
55. Emergency respond-
er, acr.
57. *”Nyad” nominee
60. *What kind of moon?
63. “Finnegan’s Wake” 
author
64. Mother load offering
66. Java cotton tree
68. Artemis’ companion
69. Fat of olives
70. *What actors do
71. Spinner’s product
72. Wisecrack
73. Like Phoenix

DOWN
1. Cornelius of the movies
2. Snap up
3. ‘I’ in Greek alphabet
4. Howard of radio fame
5. Death-related
6. One of the Earnhardts
7. Spermatozoa counter-
parts
8. Muhammad’s birthplace
9. Review service, with 
.com
10. Use a ladle
11. At any time
12. *”No Country for Old 
____” multi Oscar winner
15. Suitors
20. Trojan War story
22. “Just an ____-fash-
ioned love song”
24. Slumber
25. Fl., as in fl. oz.
26. “A Confederacy of 
____,” sing.
27. Place above a ceiling
29. Dueler’s strike
31. Overnight lodgings
32. Shoelace bunny ears
33. Divine saying

34. *Producer and star of 
“Poor Things”
36. *”The ____ of Interest”
38. Table hill
42. Wooden pin
45. *Like nominated ones
49. Love-love, e.g.
51. Meat-cooking con-
traption
54. Roaring of an engine
56. Hindu religious teacher
57. Forum, pl.
58. Deed hearing
59. Medical diagnostic test
60. Abe Lincoln’s hat 
material
61. #20 Down, e.g.
62. Traditional learning 
method
63. *Da’Vine ____ 
Randolph
65. Orinoco or Grande
67. *Ryan Gosling’s 
character

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice 
    Facebook: @DIVMPG8
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It seems that whenever pastors preach to 
a sparse crowd, they often begin by quoting 
Matthew 18:20. However, they remove the 
verse from its context to passively express 
their disappointment for the low numbers. 

“This reminds me of what Jesus said,” 
they’ll jest. “‘For where two or three are gath-
ered in my name, I am there among them.’”

During my years as a hospital chaplain, I 
often paraphrased this verse to convey my 
frustration for yet another staff meeting.

“Wherever there are two or more chaplains 
gathered in his name, there will be a chaplain 
staff meeting.”

Nevertheless, our hospital staff meetings at 
Sutter Medical Center could occasionally be 
interesting.

They were led by our Spiritual Care super-
visor, Lisa Nordlander. Lisa was a petite, 
fiftyish woman who supervised a staff con-
sisting of a secretary, three full-time chaplains 
and six chaplain interns.

One day, she sent out a message: “All 
hands on deck for a joint meeting of staff and 
interns.”

A few hours later, we assembled in a con-
ference room where I’d like to tell you we 
looked like Jedi Knights perched on chairs 
waiting for divine wisdom from Obi-Wan 
Kenobi.

But on this particular day, things took a sur-
prise turn when Lisa tossed white plastic bags 
on the table and asked her chaplains to each 
claim one. Taking the bags, we spilled their con-
tents onto the table — a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
mouthwash, tongue brush and dental floss.

Ooohh kaaay. The supervisor’s husband 
was a dentist, but given her professional 
demeanor, product endorsement seemed a lit-
tle beneath her.

“This is a friendly reminder,” she managed 
to say among the giggles, “that good dental 
hygiene is a part of good spiritual hygiene.”

Yes, apparently when it comes to spiritual 
care, oral cleanliness is next to godliness.

Lisa continued her teaching moment. “We 
work in close quarters,” she said, struggling to 
smother her erupting smile.

“Chaplains often whisper to nursing staff 
and lean close in their patient visits. These 
patients may be sensitive to certain odors, so 
please make sure you are well acquainted with 
these products.”

I can tell you we all searched the faces 
around the table, wondering which chaplain 
inspired Lisa to bring the toothbrushes.

Was it our Catholic priest who drank too 
much coffee?

Was it I, the one who loved the cafeteria 
onion rings? 

Was it the new intern snacking on tuna 
crackers?

We all had a side-splitting laugh over Lisa’s 
artful presentation of such a personal matter, 
but I couldn’t help but remember a gathering 
of 12 — the Last Supper when Jesus predicted 
one of his disciples (Judas) would betray him.

Like the disciples who muttered, “Is it I, 
Lord?” we chaplains blew into our cupped 
hands, taking a quick whiff and wondering, 
“Is it me, Lisa? Am I the reason you are say-
ing this?”

There are times in our exchanges with peo-
ple that we become pretty sure something 
stinks. On those occasions, what is our first 
reaction? Do we lean close to our friends and 
examine their smell first? Or do we check our 
own breath?

We’re not perfect and we certainly won’t 
always smell perfect, but our imperfection 
gives us two choices.

We can deny it and make others suffer or 
we can celebrate that we are all in the same 
boat. We’re all human and we all have the 
potential to, well, there’s no other way to say 
it… stink.

The truth is, we are pretty human and the 
spirit we breathe on people may not always be 
the freshest one. 

It’s something we should keep in mind as 
we enter the Lenten season. Take a hard look 
at yourself, check your spirit. Examine your 
intentions. And question your motives.

Ask yourself, “Am I the one who has 
caused the problem?” or “Am I the one who 
holds the solution?” These must be among the 
first questions we ask when we smell some-
thing not quite right.

Which leads me to my final paraphrase of 
Matthew 18:20 – “Wherever two or more are 
gathered in his name, there will always be 
imperfections.”  H

Something Stinks? Is it I?

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Life is filled with ifs.  The ever constant 
dilemma is, “If I do this, what will hap-
pen?”  People also lament about the past 
with thoughts of “If I had only done things 
differently.”  Then there is worry about 
the future with “What will I do if that 
happens?”

You can’t go forward in life when you 
are caught up in the past.  Although you 
can learn from the past, you can’t change 
it.  Getting caught up in thoughts of “if 
only I had done such and such then things 
would have been different,” is a total waste 
of time. 

Learn the lessons your past has to teach, 
then focus on the ifs of the present.  Rather 
than becoming stressed when faced with 
many ifs, be thankful you live in a country 
that provides the freedom to have so many 
choices.

Ifs serve a valuable role by enabling you 
to evaluate various options.  One pitfall 
is inaction as a result of becoming over-
whelmed by all of the choices.  Doing 
nothing is at times a valid option, but only 
when it is intentional, not as a result of 
indecision.

Make the best decision you can and 
move forward.  Don’t become immobi-
lized due to paralysis by analysis.  Often, a 
person is afraid to make a decision because 
they can’t guarantee the outcome.  Some 
people even project negative scenarios for 
every if they are considering.

“What if f I change jobs and then I’m 
unhappy?”  “What if I go out on a date and 
then the other person rejects me?”  “What 
if I paint my living room and then don’t 
like the color?”  “What if I get my car 
fixed and then it breaks down again?”

A person who always assumes a nega-
tive outcome for each option most likely 
doesn’t make any decisions at all.  Or 
when they do, they subconsciously pro-
gram their mind to produce, or attract, the 
very outcome they feared.

Why not anticipate a positive outcome?  
It takes no more effort, yet conditions your 
mind to produce or attract good things.  
You don’t have to be afraid.  Make your 
best pick based on all the information you 
have at the time.  The negative ifs listed 
above could be altered to provide a better 
chance of success.

“What if I change jobs and then I’m 
really pleased with my new position.”  
“What if I go on a date and then we get 
along great?”  “What if I paint my living 
room and then love the new look?”  “What 
if I get my car fixed and then it serves me 
reliably for many more miles?”

So, what if things don’t turn out the way 
you had hoped?  Then you come up with 
some more choices and change what you 
don’t like.  Don’t be hard on yourself.  No 
one gets it right every time.  All you can 
do is consider all of the options and then 
make an intelligent, informed decision.

Just as it’s pointless to bemoan the past, 
it is also a waste of energy to fret about the 
future.  When you become engrossed with 
the ifs of tomorrow, you take your atten-
tion away from the ifs of today.

The best way to plan for your future is to 
pay attention to the ifs of the present.  The 
person who worries about what happens if 
they are not happy tomorrow, isn’t going 
to be happy today.  A better approach is to 
concentrate on completing the following: 
“If I’m going to be happy now, then I have 
to do ______ today.”

Life doesn’t stand still and neither 
should you.  Welcome the ifs as an oppor-
tunity to live the way you want to.

NOW AVAILABLE:  “Dare to Live 
Without Limits,” the book.  Visit www.
BryanGolden.com or your bookstore. 
Bryan is a management consultant, moti-
vational speaker, author, and adjunct 
professor. E-mail Bryan at bryan@col-
umnist.com or write him c/o this paper. 
©2024 Bryan Golden  H

Dare to Live Without Limits
by Bryan Golden

The IF in Life

Farmers Assess Damages After Recent 
California Storm Surge

With a respite from stormy weather, 
farmers say they are surveying for damage 
and waiting for the ground to dry so they 
can access fields and orchards to make 
repairs or do other practices. Historic and 
deadly storms that brought two weeks of 
rain and powerful winds to California led 
to mudslides, flooding and widespread 
power outages and related evacuations. A 
state of emergency was declared for eight 
Southern California counties. Even with 
farming challenges caused by the storms, 
farmers say they are grateful for the win-
ter weather, which adds water to the state. 

Valentine’s Day Inspires, Tests Flower 
Retailers and Wholesalers

With Valentine’s Day falling on a 
Wednesday and clear skies forecast for 
most regions in the U.S., flower retail-
ers were preparing for a busy Feb. 14. 
Two separate consumer data analyses 
projected record Valentine’s Day flower 
sales this year. The holiday typically trails 
only Mother’s Day in flower sales. For 
California cut flower farmers, the win-
ter holiday brought a welcome boost in 
demand alongside renewed frustration. 
For two years running, dark skies and 
stormy weather have impacted flower 
crops grown in the state for Valentine’s 
Day.

Researchers Strive to Ramp Up Studies 
to Meet Needs of Organic Farmers

California leads the nation in organic 
agricultural production, accounting for 
more than $14 billion in organic sales 
and 36% of the U.S. organic market in 
2021. Yet research has lagged behind 
the exponential growth of organic farm-
ing in the state. Now that trend may be 
changing, thanks to an increasing focus 
on supporting organic studies and infor-
mation sharing. With organic studies 
drawing increasing funding interest, 
researchers and growers are looking to 
identify potential study areas that are 
best connected to day-to-day challenges 
of organic farming.
USDA Offers Grants Up to $250,000 to 
Inspire ‘Value-Added’ Farm Products
Federal funding is available under the 

Value-Added Producer Grants program to 
help farmers and ranchers generate new 
products and create marketing opportuni-
ties. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
may award up to $75,000 for planning 
activities or up to $250,000 for capital 
expenses related to producing and mar-
keting value-added agricultural products. 
USDA said it is interested in proposals for 
initiatives aimed at reducing pollution and 
increasing resilience to impacts of climate 
change. Some $31 million in funding is 
available through the program. H

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-000074
The following persons are doing 
business as: Make A Smile, 1955 
W. Texas Street #2A, Fairfield, 
CA 94533. 
Tavallaei D.M.D. Corporation, 
400 Plaza Drive Suite 120-311, 
Folsom, CA 95630. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
January 16, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: December 1, 2017.
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
January 15, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Feb 9, 16, 23, March 1, 2024 
MAKE 3-1-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-000075
The following persons are doing 
business as: Smile Time Dental, 
1955 W. Texas Street #2B, 
Fairfield, CA 94533.
S. Jang DDS Incorporation, 
400 Plaza Drive Suite 120-361, 
Folsom, CA 95630. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
January 16, 2024. The Registrant 

commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: December 1, 2017.
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
January 15, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Feb 9, 16, 23, March 1, 2024 
SMILE 3-1-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-0000207
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Navigatere, 
Morgan Lane Group, Navigate 
Real Estate, Rivetti Real Estate, 
Navigate Property Management, 
Navigate RE, 4167 Suisun Valley 
Road, Fairfield, CA 94534. 
Navigate RE Co, 4167 Suisun 
Valley Road, Fairfield, CA 94534. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
February 5, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A This Business is conduct-
ed by A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 

to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
February 4, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Feb 16, 23, March 1, 8, 2024 
NAVIGAT 3-8-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLONO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU24-00616
Lan Quach and Karl Tran filed 
a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Clifford Ngoi Tran to Clifford Dang 
Khoi Tran
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. March 20, 2024, 
9:00 a.m. Department 3, Room 
3, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: February 1, 2024
Publish: Feb 23, March 1, 8, 15, 2024
TRAN 3-15-24
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Where Seniors Are Cool
Story and photos 
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Four 
Seasons 55+ Community would 
make almost any person in their 
60s swoon when they see the 
resort-like amenities like the huge 
luxury swimming pool that isn’t 
over 5-feet deep and the large spa 
where each has ADA lifts. It’s like 
a 5-star hotel with wide, circu-
lar-shaped lounging chairs, four 
pickleball courts, and an expan-
sive barbecue area complete with 
bar stools and two different types 
of grills and cooking stations.

The Club [house] in Dixon 
also has a classroom-sized yoga 
deck, a manicured grass area for 
summer concerts, and two dog 
parks—one for little dogs and one 
for big ones. And these are only 
the amenities on the outside of the 
clubhouse.

Indoors, there is a ban-
quet-sized kitchen for when one 
wants to have a family get-to-
gether or party, a well-equipped 
workout center equal to three spa-
cious rooms that have treadmills, 
bicycles, ellipticals, and other 
assorted work out machines plus 
a wall full of weights.

There is a living room area with 
a big screen television for having 
friends watch a Super Bowl with 
you and another room filled with 
a full-size pool table and a gam-
ing table for checkers.

These are all free to use for res-
idents because they are part of the 
HOA fee, currently at $191 and 
only $260 at complete build out. 
The development has 78 of its 
302 homes sold but will host the 
grand opening of ‘The Club’ in a 
few weeks. Neighbors are excited.

“We have several homes filled 
and they are over here all the 
time,” said Jason Davenport, 
Project Superintendent, who was 
working with Project Engineer 
Davis Rodigo.

“They walk their dogs. They 
ride their bikes, and they’re 
intrigued by what’s happening. I 

think they’re happy they got 
to watch it all get built,” added 
Davenport. He said he enjoys 
talking with people and invites 
them to go for a walk around the 
grounds so he can show them 
everything.

The men met up with Jennifer 
Castiglioni to show off the out-
door amphitheater where there 
will be planned shows like 

concerts, a comedy show, and 
poetry readings, according to 
Castiglioni, Sales Associate for 
KHovnanian Home Builders.

“We are creating a true com-
munity. People need people,” 
she said glowing with enthusi-
asm. “The homes are priced from 
mid-500 to 600 and they are 1460 
square feet to 2194.” She empha-
sized the opportunities for people 

to get to know their neighbors 
and even revealed the company 
will be hiring a “Coordinator of 
Fun.”

The community is gated and 
offers plenty of ways to stay 
active outdoors with walking 
trails and two bocce courts and 
because of Dixon’s location, there 
are plenty of simple road trips for 
those who want to discover more.

For more information on home 
prices, closing costs, options, 
and upgrades, drop by the model 
homes at the edge of Dixon 
just off West A Street at 400 
Farmhouse Way or call (707) 
348-0505 to visit in person or 
schedule a virtual meeting. Open 
hours are Tuesday and Thursday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Wednesdays 
1 – 5 p.m. 

At Four Seasons 55+ Community in Dixon, 'The Club' is a block-long piece of property that features resort-style amenities including luxurious indoor 
gathering rooms, huge pool and spa, large outdoor activity areas, and even two dog parks.

Left to right, Jennifer Castiglioni, sales associate for KHovnanian Home 
Builders, Jason Davenport, project superintendent, and Davis Rodrigo, 
project engineer. Davis Rodigo offered tours to new residents at the new 
retirement community that has opened in Dixon.

The huge pool is gated and part of “The Club,” which is one of the 
many benefits to the Homeowners Association in the Four Seasons 
development.

Egg Artists Raise Funds for Shriners Children’s Hospital

By Carol Feineman

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - 
Local fine artists are invited to be in 
the 32nd annual Northern California 
Eggstravaganza Egg ’N’ Art Show 
and Sale that benefits the Shriners 
Children’s Northern California hos-
pital for children in Sacramento. 

The show and sale runs from April 
12 to April 14 in Elk Grove. All pro-
ceeds from the event go to the Shiners 
Children’s prosthetic department. 

The Northern California Egg 
Artists ran the show as a club activity 
for years and Diana Macias, a club 
member and a Wilton egg artist, now 

organizes the show.
Macias expects that a few hundred 

eggs will be on exhibit from regional 
and national artists at the event.

“Some people have never seen 
egg art and they will be surprised and 
astonished to see what can be done 
with an egg and the types of art pos-
sible with eggs,” Macias said. “It’s 
not what you think when you think of 
dying eggs for Easter eggs; it’s real 
fine arts. Everything that artists have 
done in art, all of those arts can be 
done on an egg. There’s no limit to 
what you can do.”

According to the Library of 
Congress, egg art is one of the oldest 

decorative arts. In 2010, a University 
of Bordeaux (France) team led by 
Pierre-Jean Texier found etched 
ostrich eggs in South Africa dating 
back 65,000 years ago. 

Each year, egg artists at the Northern 
California Eggstravaganza Egg ’N’ Art 
Show and Sale donate artwork that will 
be raffled with all proceeds befitting 
the children’s hospital. Show genres 
include porcelain, carving, beading, 
jewels, miniaturists and sculpting.

Last year ’s show in West 
Sacramento included artists from 
Berkeley and New York, Texas, 
Washington and Idaho. This year’s 
show will be in Elk Grove’s SES 

Hall, with artists from throughout the 
United States, according to Macias.

Public viewing hours will be from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 13 and from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 14. Admission 
is free. The SES Hall is at 10428 E. 
Stockton Blvd., Elk Grove.

While finding out more about egg 
art, viewers can also learn more about 
the Shriners Children’s Hospital. 
Shriners volunteers will provide pam-
phlets and signage about the nonprofit 
hospital and answer questions.

Event attendees can also make egg 
art at a “learning table” for $5 with 
all proceeds going to the Shriners 
Hospital. The learning table will be 

open from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 
12 and April 13. Children at least 6 
years old up to adults can work on 
the projects designed for beginners. 
All materials are supplied.

Eleven classes on making dif-
ferent types of egg art will also be 
offered April 12 to April 14. Class 
preregistration is required at www.nor-
caleggshow.com or Northern California 
Eggstravaganza on Facebook.

Artists and the public can contact 
Macias for more information about 
the upcoming Northern California 
Eggstravaganza Egg ’N’ Art Show and 
Sale at leggantdesigns@frontier-
net.net or at 916-230-9811. 

These eggs and more will be featured in 11 classes on making egg art. Preregister for the classes at www.norcaleggshow.com or Northern California Eggstravaganza on Facebook. Photos courtesy 
of Diana Macias
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

PROPANE

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Worship and Children's Ministry at 10:30 am
Men's/Women's/Youth Wednesday's 6:30 pm

Food Pantry on Fridays 11am - 12pm
185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234

www.cornerstoneindixon.com

QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE

1690 N. Lincoln Street • Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385
houseoffloors@att.net • www.houseoffloors.org

Please call for a free in-home estimate!

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION INC

GENERAL CONTRACTING - CA LIC. #560820

Custom Renovations / Structural Work

(916) 257-5400 - Dixon since 1989

CONSTRUCTION

FLOORING

COMICS & PUZZLES

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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LOCAL NEWS

RECEIVE DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
EVERY WEEK AT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS!

YES! START MY SUBSCRIPTION NOW!

FULL NAME

STREET

PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

HAS NEVER BEEN SO IMPORTANT!
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

DON’T WAIT! CALL NOW! 916-773-1111

MAIL YOUR PAYMENT TO GET STARTED IMMEDIATELY:

ONLY

PER YEAR

$42*

Office address: 
P.O. Box 1106, Dixon, CA 95620
Dixon Independent Voice is published weekly on Friday.
*Subscription rate valid only within Solano County
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Make the rest of your life the best of your life!

Are You  
Single Again?
SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to 
helping people put their lives back together 
again after divorce, separation or the loss  
of their spouse.

Finding yourself single after years of being  
in a relationship can add a different kind  
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many 
sources to help you put all the pieces together so 
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When 
you first visit the website, be sure to make us 
one of your favorites. We publish many articles 
to help you along your new journey.

• Dating & Relationships
• Counseling & Advice
• Money & Finances
• Health
• Fashion & Beauty
• Consumer News
• Food & Recipes
• Travel
• Lifestyle
• Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,  
get back out there and have 
some fun!

                                              SingleAgain.com  

increase the number of commu-
nity midwives who are Medi-Cal 
providers at a time when hospi-
tals are shutting down labor and 
delivery wards and maternal 
mortality is trending upwards. 

Seventy-five community 
midwives are registered with 
Medi-Cal, according to data pro-
vided by the state6. More than 
1,000 nurse midwives are reg-
istered with Medi-Cal, but the 
majority of those providers work 
in hospitals and not in commu-
nity settings, researchers said.

Outdated licensing require-
ments, tortuous state regulations 
and cumbersome insurance pol-
icies make it nearly impossible 
for community midwives to 
accept Medi-Cal patients, the 
UCSF report found. 

Medi-Cal is the state’s health 
insurance program for extremely 
low-income residents. It pays for 
40% of all births statewide, and 
midwife care is a guaranteed 
benefit for expecting mothers. 

On paper, the benefit includes 
community midwifery, which 
focuses on providing care close 
to where people live either at a 
birth center or in the home. But 
the reality is different, research-
ers and providers say.

“So many people who have 
taken Medi-Cal in the past have 
had to stop or close their prac-
tices, and so many people who 
want to have not been able to 
make it happen,” said Ariana 
Thompson-Lastad, lead author of 
the study.

California’s  
Momnibus’ Act

The UCSF findings come at a 
time when the state is trying to 
make inroads against persistent 
maternal and infant health dis-
parities, particularly among 
Black families. Statewide sur-
veys show Black mothers are 
the most interested in alterna-
tive birth support through doulas 

and midwives, which have been 
shown to improve a variety of 
birth outcomes.

Doulas are birth workers who 
provide non-medical social and 
emotional support during and 
after pregnancy while licensed 
midwives are clinically trained 
professionals who can provide a 
range of independent reproductive 
care for low-risk moms and babies.

In an effort to chip away at 
inequities, state lawmakers 
passed the “California Momnibus 
Act” three years ago. It required 
Medi-Cal to cover postpartum 
care for a full year after birth 
— the period when most mater-
nal deaths happen — and added 
doula benefits. In January, rate 
increases for California doulas 
made them the highest-paid in 
the nation.

But state regulations simply 
aren’t designed to accommodate 
the services community mid-
wives provide, UCSF researchers 
found.

For example, the Medi-Cal 
application until recently asked 
midwives to list a supervising 
physician even though licensed 
midwives are authorized to prac-
tice independently. Providers also 
said most community midwives 
conduct home visits during preg-
nancy and especially after birth, 
but Medi-Cal billing policies 
make it difficult to get reim-
bursed for services that happen 
outside of a clinical facility.

“The overarching policy 
issue for licensed midwives in 
California is that we continue to 
be regulated under a very dys-
functional arrangement,” said 
Rosanna Davis, president of 
the California Association of 
Licensed Midwives.

Wisner, who served mostly 
Medi-Cal patients, said on aver-
age insurance reimbursed just 
17% of her costs — roughly 
$1,451 out of $8,500 for a full 
course of prenatal, birth and post-
partum care — and frequently 

took months to pay her.
“We’ve had people have two 

or three babies with us before 
we get paid for the first one,” 
Wisner said.

The s ta te  is  t rying to 
make improvements,  said 
Holly Smith, co-lead of the 
California Midwifery Learning 
Collaborative, but the system is 
still “failing a lot of people.” The 
midwifery learning collaborative 
is a five-state initiative aimed 
at improving access to midwife 
care. The state agency that over-
sees Medi-Cal recently joined, 
Smith said.

In an emailed statement, 
the Department of Health 
Care Services said it is work-
ing closely with the midwifery 
learning collaborative to help 
midwives “successfully navigate 
and work within Medi-Cal.” The 
department is using a document 
drafted by the collaborative to 
“continue making program and 
policy improvements” on issues 
related to billing and applica-
tions, the statement said.

Midwives Could Help 
Fill Maternity Gaps

Large studies of birth cen-
ter and at-home birth outcomes 
show that when trained mid-
wives care for low-risk patients, 
cesarean section and preterm 
birth rates decrease while breast-
feeding rates and reports of 
satisfactory birth experiences 
increase. Severe outcomes and 
deaths of mother and baby are 
exceedingly rare and similar to 
the rates found in planned hospi-
tal births. UCSF researchers also 
found that community midwives 
see patients more frequently 
before and after birth and are 
able to catch complications early.

The majority of Medi-Cal 
births — more than 80% — are 
babies of color. They and their 
mothers suffer some of the worst 
infant and maternal health out-
comes. Even though the state 

has made improvements over-
all, it has struggled to curb 
severe pregnancy complications 
and death among Black women 
and babies. Black women of all 
income levels are more than four 
times as likely as white women 
to die from pregnancy-related 
complications and their babies 
are nearly three times as likely 
to die within a year, according to 
state data.

Physicians deliver the vast 
majority of babies in California, 
and while the percentage of 
babies delivered by certified 
nurse midwives has increased 
slightly in the past decade most 
certified nurse midwives work in 
hospital maternity wards under 
doctors. Often when maternity 
services end, providers leave 
the area. 

At least 46 hospitals have 
closed maternity wards since 
2012, leaving a dozen coun-
ties without a single hospital 
delivering babies, a CalMatters 
investigation found. 

Smith, with the midwifery 
learning collaborative, said his-
torically state laws and policies 
have supported physician-only 
maternity care.

“It’s not safe anymore to do 
that,” Smith said. “We have 
a maternity desert situation. 
Literally hospitals are closing, 
and birth centers will be a neces-
sary strategy for that.”

One Of Her Last 
California Patients

In a cozy house in Sacramento’s 
Oak Park neighborhood, Wisner 
has Chloé Mick lie back on her 
couch while her kids and husband 
play outside. Wisner measures the 
length of Mick’s uterus, feels for 
the baby’s position and they both 
listen to the baby’s heartbeat. Mick 
is 25 weeks pregnant and tired.

“I feel the most depleted prob-
ably just from having two other 
children that I hope I have the 
inner strength to not get a bad 

attitude during the process and 
make it through,” Mick tells 
Wisner. 

Wisner responded, “Has it 
occurred to you that having a bad 
attitude is OK?”

Mick is planning a home birth, 
and Wisner assures her that going 
to the hospital would not be “giv-
ing up.” It would be listening to 
her body’s needs and respond-
ing appropriately. They make 
plans for what to do if the baby 
is breech or if Wisner’s New 
Zealand visa comes before Mick 
gives birth. When Mick’s second 
child was born, she was on Medi-
Cal and Wisner was the only 
midwife who would take her.

“(The hospital) really feels like 
a business. You’re in and out, and 
you don’t have a rapport or rela-
tionship with them…It feels like 
your bodily autonomy is taken 
away,” Mick said. “And then you 
look back, and you wish you had 
done things different.”

Wisner wishes her birth cen-
ter’s story had ended differently. 
Her practice finally had enough 
patient volume to maybe be sus-
tainable, she said, but the other 
community midwives who 
worked with her didn’t want 
to argue with Medi-Cal insur-
ers day in and day out. Over the 
past five years, Wisner estimates 
she poured $250,000 into the 
birth center to keep it open. It’s 
a big reason why she’s leaving 
California for another country 
where she’ll make $60,000 a year 
working four days a week with a 
team of other midwives.

“There was always this prom-
ise that the system would be 
reformed, you know, Medi-Cal 
is gonna get reformed,” Wisner 
said. “I was really let down.”

Supported by the California 
Health Care Foundation (CHCF), 
which works to ensure that peo-
ple have access to the care they 
need, when they need it, at a 
price they can afford. Visit www.
chcf.org to learn more. H
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