
Fill a Cruiser for Christmas
By Patricia roy

Would you like to make the 
holidays a little brighter for 
families in need?

 The Holliston and Ashland 
police departments can help 
you with that.

Together, the two depart-
ments are holding their “Fill 
a Cruiser” event, where they 
partner with the Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots program 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, Dec. 10. The event is held 
at the Big Lots parking lot, 41 
Pond St, (Route 126), Ashland. 

Officers from Ashland and 
Holliston will be on hand to 
help collect the gifts.

Presents (only new, un-
wrapped and non-violent) are 
needed for ages 3 years old up 
through high school.

“There are always lots of  
gifts for the younger kids, but 
sometimes there are things that 
are needed like gift cards for 
the older kids,” Holliston Po-
lice Chief  Matthew Stone said. 
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The Bees Knees
By Sean Sullivan 

“We just put them to bed for 
the winter,” said Fr. Carl Chudy.

He serves as Interfaith Out-
reach Coordinator, Media Di-
rector and Delegation Councilor 
for Holliston’s Fatima Shrine. 
Yet over the past several years, 
parishioners may know him 
more for his honeybee outreach. 
The creatures are newcomers 
to the church grounds, and Fr. 
Chudy has taken the hives under 
his wing.

Colonies colloquially are 
called a hive, nest, drift, an erst, 
grist, a stand, swarm, and per-
haps most endearingly - a rabble.   

The work of  caring for the 
bees takes a village, especially 
in more-northern and colder 
climes, and so Fr. Chudy is 
joined by church members Jess 

McGuire and Cathy Spinoza in 
the effort. All three have com-
pleted a course in honeybee hus-
bandry. 

“I think we learn as we grow,” 
said McGuire. The church now 
hosts four hives on its sprawling 
natural landscape, and has been 
doing so for as many years. Each 
rabble can vary in terms of  tem-
perament and tenacity.  

Every hive, she said, “It’s like 
opening a Christmas present. 
You never know what these tiny 
little insects can do.”

“You kind of  roll with the 
punches,” seconded Fr. Chudy. 
To mitigate the blows, the 
church opted for an Italian 
breed of  bees, a type that tends 
to be less aggressive. They are a 
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“Sometimes the middle school 
and high school gets left out.”

Gifts can also be left off at 
the Holliston Police Department 
(550 Washington St., Route 16) 
or Ashland Police Department, 
(12 Union St.).

Beginning the weekend after 
Thanksgiving, the collection 
boxes will rival the laden shelves 
at Santa’s North Pole workshop.

“For the next three or four 
weeks, it’s non-stop. People just 
come out of  the woodwork and 
bring toys; they have their kids 
bring toys,” he said, adding that 
it’s a lesson in giving for his own 
young children.

The Fill a Cruiser event is 
only a piece of  the toy collection 
efforts.

It’s located at the Big Lots 
because they have aisles of  mod-
erately priced toys. Sometimes 
people will see the Cruiser and 
dash back into the store to buy 
a present to add to the rest, the 
Chief  said.

Local groups, businesses and 

organizations will collect toys and 
drop them at the police station in 
place of  an office holiday party 
or Yankee Swap, said Stone.

“We’ll get a call saying, “We 
had a company party Saturday 
night and I have 25 toys, can I 
bring them by?”” he said.

Holliston has been active in 
the Toys for Tots program for 
years, and is a well-established 
drop center. The station is open 
24/7 which makes it convenient 
so people can drop off toys any-
time.

“I also have 30 police officers 
who can help me load them into 
a truck or a van to take them to 
the drop center,” he joked.

The toys make their way to 
a large distribution center that 
changes its location from time to 
time, but has been in Burlington 
for a few years, Stone explained. 

The toys are sorted by age and 
type so people in need can put in 
a request, then sometime in the 
middle of  December, they’ll be 
invited to go to the center and 
pick out toys they know their kids 
would like.

“There’s a room of  all Barbie 
dolls,” he said. “Technically the 
drive ends on Dec. 11, and it’s 
to give time to get the gifts out to 
families.”

In addition to being new and 
unwrapped toys, the gifts should 
also be non-violent, Stone said.

“No guns, no Nerf  guns, no 
swords,” he said. 

The drive has collected some 
big-ticket items in the past like 
bicycles and X-boxes, so if  it’s in 
your budget, let the spirit of  giv-
ing lead you.

The police officers enjoy the 
toy drive, since it allows them to 
extend their service to the com-
munity.

“It’s another way of  serving,” 
Stone said. “If  someone is having 
a bad year or a tough time, we’re 
there to help. We don’t get to see 

the kids opening gifts on Christ-
mas, but knowing we can make a 
little kid happy means a lot.” 
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NEW INSTALLATIONS

Holliston Chosen Again For Location Of Wreaths 
Across America

National nonprofit Wreaths 
Across America (WAA) an-
nounced that Lake Grove Cem-
etery in Holliston, MA has once 
again joined in the mission to 
Remember, Honor, Teach, as an 
official location for 2023. This is 
the second year that the cemetery 
will participate in this national 
program.

Wreaths Across America 
started as a simple gesture of  
thanks that has grown into a 
national, yearlong movement of  
dedicated volunteers and com-
munities coming together to not 
only remember the nation’s fallen 
and honor their service but to 
teach the next generation about 
the value of  freedom. This year, 
there will be more than 3,700 
participating locations placing 
veterans’ wreaths on National 
Wreaths Across America Day – 
Saturday, Dec. 16, 2023 – with 
more than two million volunteers 
coming together.

 The goal for Lake Grove 
Cemetery is to raise enough 
funds to exceed last year’s num-
ber of  200+ sponsored veterans’ 
wreaths to lay at the headstones 
of  all the local heroes laid to rest 
there, to ensure that the indi-
viduals who served to protect the 
freedoms of  our country never 

be forgotten and to bring the 
community together in patriotic 
commemoration. We look for-
ward to seeing you on Dec. 16. 
The ceremony is to begin at 10 
a.m. with the laying of  wreaths 
to follow.

“We are forever grateful for 
the thousands of  supporters who 
dedicate their time, energy, and 
resources to fulfilling our mis-
sion all year long,” said Karen 
Worcester, executive director, of  
Wreaths Across America. “These 
individuals and their communi-
ties know the value of  remem-

bering the fallen, honoring those 
who currently serve, and teach-
ing the next generation about the 
sacrifices made for our freedom 
every day, and because of  their 
continued support, Wreaths 
Across America continues to 
grow and touch new people each 
year.”

My name is Taryn Holmes, 
I am a senior at Holliston High 
School, and I am, again, the Lo-
cation Coordinator for this event 
I am doing as a National Honor 
Society Project. Those inter-
ested in volunteering for Wreaths 

Across America or sponsoring a 
wreath for Lake Grove Cemetery 
you can scan our QR code or 
visitwww.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/MALAGV to learn more. 

Also, consider becoming a 
local sponsorship group. Thank 
you to our current sponsoring 

groups, the Jason Russell Society 
Children of  the American Revo-
lution, Mount Hollis Lodge A.F. 
& A.M., and the Old Middlesex 
Chapter Sons of  the American 
Revolution. National Wreaths 
Across America Day is a free 
event open to all people. 
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High Holiday Servicesplease join us for

no tickets required
donations appreciatedSeptember 9th – 19 th

for more info:
shaareishalom.org

508-231-4700

Religious School now enrolling PreK – 7
email: school@shaareishalom.org

Open House - September 30th, 10am - noon

December 10, 10-11:30 am - Ashland Middle School

K-5th Grade: $5/child by 12/8 or $7 at the door 
FREE for pre-K

For details and payment contact Lisa Brown 
school@shaareishalom.org

Join us for a HANUKKAH CELEBRATION!

shaareishalom.org

Everyone is invited
Games  •  Music with the Rabbi

Crafts  •  Best Latke Contest
Snacks & Beverages

Served

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

Coming Early 2024! Coming Early 2024! 
907 Main Street,  Walpole907 Main Street,  Walpole

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Now accepting
Holiday orders online at

muffinhousecafe@gmail.com 
Deadline for order: 

December 21st

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 12-31-2023

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 12-31-2023H H

M
UFFIN HOUSE
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End The Year With The Friends Of Holliston Trails
By SuSan Manning 
Staff Writer

End of  the year with friends 
and neighbors at the Friends of  
Holliston Trails Annual First 
Night Trail Walk. 

According to Gretchen Rice 
Prieve Chair, First Night Trail 
Walk, and President, Friends 
of  Holliston Trails, the event is 
highly anticipated.

“The trail has been called the 
crown jewel of  Holliston and 
this event invites people to ex-
plore the trail in a new way. One 
of  our goals as a nonprofit is to 

raise awareness of  the trail and 
it’s important to show off the trail 
in fun ways. Along the walk, we’ll 
have volunteers staffing fire pits 
for warmth, entertainment, dec-
orations, and snacks,” she said.

Prieve said the inaugural First 
Night Trail Walk was 10 years 
ago and, “We have hosted this 
event most years since 2013.”

The Trail Walk is Dec. 31, 
from 5-8 PM. 

With the walk and dinner 
early, it allows for “time to get 
outside for fresh air, exercise, 
and to chat with neighbors early 
in the evening, leaving plenty of  
time for more traditional New 
Year’s celebrations,” said Prieve.

She said over the years, the 
organization has had different 
entertainment features to engage 
walkers of  all ages. From live ice 
sculpture demonstrations to a 
unicyclist roaming the trail, they 
try to make it family friendly for 
all to enjoy.

“This year we will welcome 
back The Unlikely Strummers, 
a community-based group of  
ukulele players. They are sure 
to get a crowd singing and per-

haps even dancing on the trail. 
In Blair Square we are adding a 
DJ this year. Erosbooth will bring 
energy to Blair Square like we’ve 
never seen with music, lights, and 
a 3D photo booth. Three Ring 
Creations is also new to Holliston 
this year with an LED juggling 
act to dazzle our youngest walk-
ers,” said Prieve. 

Another favorite are the fire 
pits along the trails.

“Our fire pit hosts often bring 
their own, offering to shape this 
event—bells to ring in the new 
year, laser light shows, and reso-
lution burning have all been fea-
tured along the trail. People have 
a story—and they integrate that 
story into the event, making this 
experience truly unique,” she 
said.

There will be a variety of  
snacks along the trail. Many 
of  the fire pits offer snacks—
s’mores, trail mix, hot choco-

late—and Holliston Boy Scout 
Troop 73 will grill up hot dogs for 
walkers in Phipps Tunnel. 

Prieve is excited for the event.
“This is Holliston at its best. 

It’s a family-friendly, fun way 
to celebrate New Year’s Eve. 
Whether a participant walks the 
entire length of  our event or just 
a short portion, they’ll experi-
ence the trail in a way that is 
unique—visually they’ll see lan-
terns hanging from Phipps Tun-
nel, lights lining the trail, and fire 
pits guiding the way. 

“They may engage by smash-
ing a gong to ring in the New 
Year, listening to music, talking 
with neighbors at different fire pit 

stops, or simply spending time as 
a family without the distraction 
of  phones and iPads,” she said. 

As an all-volunteer organi-
zation, the group depends on 
neighbors to support this event 
and are still in need of  fire pit 
hosts. Fire Pit Hosts are respon-
sible for building, maintaining, 
and extinguishing a fire pit in a 
specific location along the trail. 
If  anyone is interested in learn-
ing more about this volunteer 
opportunity, email president@
hollistontrails.org.

Prieve said “Middlesex Sav-
ings Bank is a key sponsor of  
our 2023 First Night Trail Walk. 
We’re thankful for their financial 
support, which allows us to bring 
more entertainment to our event 
this year.”
Know before you go

Participants may begin their 
walk from either Blair Square 
(corner of  Central and Railroad 
Streets) or Cross Street, to make 
their way to Phipps Tunnel. The 
walk from Blair Square to Phipps 
Tunnel is about 1 mile and the 

TRAILS
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1292 Washington St., Holliston
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Diamonds • Engagement Rings
Jewelry Engraving • Jewelry Repair • Watch Repair

 Pearl/Bead Restringing • Appraisals and more

HollistonJewelers@gmail.com
804 Washington Street, Holliston

Tues-Fri: 10-5 • Sat: 10-3 • Sun/Mon: closed

J and R Turco Inc. Over 50 years in business!

(508) 429-2975

subset of  European honeybees, 
familiar to folks by their brown 
and black tiger-stripe-patterned 
abdomens. Yet despite their 
more-docile reputation, the 
church’s tiny charges are still 
bees at heart.

“We have gotten stung,” said 
McGuire. “It’s highly entertain-
ing.”     

But why bees?
McGuire said the effort was 

inspired by the convergence of  
the ecological and ecclesiastical, 
a philosophical place where the 
two concerns connect.

“It’s part of  a spiritual proj-
ect,” she said. “Being charged 
by god to care for the earth.” 
Of  the 23 acres of  church prop-
erty, “We’re turning over a good 
portion of  that to meadowland. 
To assist our pollinators in the 
community. For me, it’s very 
healing.”

Spinoza agreed. “It’s really 
about the community. Every-
body’s sort of  rooting for the 
bees.” She joined Fr. Chudy and 
McGuire to help tend to their 
growing flock of  little fliers, a 
pursuit that can entail a lot of  
work, knowhow, and much at-
tention to detail.

“They were kind enough to 
take me on as their apprentice,” 
said Spinoza.

The church hopes eventually 
to bring its number of  hives to 
seven. The group has had a suc-
cess (survival) rate of  about 50 
percent over its several winters 
tending to the bees, not atypi-
cal for this cold and long winter 
climate.

“In the spring we hope to 
add a couple more” hives, said 
Fr. Chudy. The group arrived at 
the aspiration of  seven hives, he 
added, because of  the number’s 
spiritual significance.

“It’s kind of  symbolic of  
being whole and complete.”

But it’s been a bad year for 
bees, he said, owing in part per-
haps to the summer’s numerous 
and voluminous downpours. Yet 
one sunny spot of  the season 
was that the beekeepers were 
for the first time able to harvest a 
little honey for the bipedal com-
munity.

Fr. Chudy said that the hives 
had recently been tucked in and 
sent to sleep for the season, but 
the little buggers don’t actually 
doze all winter, or even go dor-
mant in a general sense.  Rather, 

honeybees remain active during 
these long and cold northern 
months.

They become shut-ins dur-
ing the darkest season, clustered 
in a sort of  collective and long-
winded shiver to stay warm and 
survive. Vibrating their wing 
muscles generates the heat en-
ergy needed for wintering, and 
the calories required during 
those weeks comes, of  course, 
from honey.

About 70 pounds of  the stuff 
is needed to sustain a single col-
ony of  bees over our northern 
winters. At nearly 1,400 calories 
per pound of  the viscous and 
valuable golden goo, that clocks 
in at a smidge under 100,000 
calories per hive during that 
season alone.

Lack of  food and frigid temps 
aren’t the only challenges the 
honeybees must handle. A spe-
cies of  mite with a menacing 
moniker (Varroa destructor) is 
parasitic to and preys upon the 
pollinators, can decimate an in-
fected hive.

Vigilant beekeepers are 
aware of  hazards confronted 
by the colonies, and take steps 
to mitigate them. Use of  a few 
chemical pesticides is considered 
safe for honeybees, and sprin-
kling a line of  cinnamon powder 
around a hive is said to ward off 
invading ants.

Keepers can also supplement 
a colony’s food stores during 
winter with prescribed, sugar-
based products.  Such and sun-
dry are among the tricks of  the 
beekeeper trade. 

Still, the lives of  bees and 
the synergy of  their little societ-
ies are still largely a mystery to 
entomologists and beekeepers. 
Colonies can be sensitive to sub-
tle changes and contaminants in 

their environment.
“You can lose the whole 

hive,” said McGuire, “if  some-
one uses Roundup” nearby.

“Sometimes beekeepers 
never know why you lose your 
hive,” said Spinoza.”Everything 
can change on a dime.” 

The sight of  dead bees out-
side the hive on snow or frozen 
ground can be a good omen, a 
sign that the hive has brought 
its fallen comrades outside the 
shelter as part of  keeping their 
digs clean. Cleansing duty com-
mences during sunny and un-
seasonably warm winter days 
(50 degrees and up), when hon-
eybees sortie out to dispose of  
waste products produced by the 
hive.

With winter’s onset, drone 
bees are evicted from the col-
ony, having served their pur-
pose. With the falling mercury, 
nature’s cold calculus of  sur-
vival becomes acute, and there 
just aren’t enough calories to go 
around. Health of  the hive is 
paramount.

“Every bee has a job,” said 
Spinoza. “To have that many in-
sects working together to create 
one thing. It’s a group effort.” 
Here she may have equally been 
referencing the flocks of  tiny fli-
ers and the human shepherds 
tending to them.

““There’s so much care that 
goes into each. It’s really mirac-
ulous to watch them.”
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New England
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Instant cash paid for  
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Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
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TAKE $15 OFFTAKE $15 OFF
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Just Mention this Ad
EXPIRES 12/31/2023

walk from Cross Street to Phipps 
Tunnel is about 0.25 miles.

Many businesses around Blair 
Square—CVS, Casey’s Pub, and 
Depot Package Store specifi-
cally—are open for business and 
we ask that trail walkers do not 
park in their lots, so they may 
serve their customers. Parking is 
available in the following loca-
tions: 

• Blair Square parking lot
• Exchange Street municipal 

parking lot
• Robert Adams Middle 

School parking lot
• Placentino Elementary 

School parking lot
• Cross Street parking lot
The event is free of  charge to 

the public. Should walkers wish, 
there will be three onsite oppor-

tunities to donate to Friends of  
Holliston Trails. 

One thing to note: For the 
safety of  the animals, dogs are 
not welcome at this event. 

“While our four-legged 
friends are typically welcome on 
the trail, we respectfully ask that 
people leave their dogs at home 
for this event. In past years we 

have welcomed more than 3000 
walkers, so the trail is crowded. 
Additionally, the lights, music, 
and decorations create a lot of  
stimulation that may frighten 
animals,” she said.

Friends of  Holliston Trails 
(FOHT) is a registered 501c3 founded 
in 2012. It was established to support 
the 6.7-mile rail trail created through 

years of  work by the town of  Holliston. 
The FOHT collaborates in close 

partnership with the town-appointed 
Holliston Trails Committee (HTC). 
We’re comprised of  volunteers who 
drive awareness of  the trail and fun-
draise on behalf  of  trail needs. The 
money we raise supports trail mainte-
nance, on-trail amenities, and commu-
nity programming to drive awareness. 

TRAILS
continued from page 4

Many THANKS from Holliston 
Newcomers & Neighbors

The Holliston Newcomers & 
Neighbors Thanksgiving Drive 
and Meals for Seniors Commit-
tees want to thank YOU!  HNN 
once again was able to contrib-
ute to the Thanksgiving efforts of  
the Holliston Pantry Shelf ’s gift 
cards to their patrons as well as 
Head Start and Wayside Youth 
who both support Holliston 
youth.  

HNN also assembled and de-
livered a complete Thanksgiving 
meal to over 60 Holliston Se-
niors identified by the Holliston 
Senior Center, Mission Springs 
and Cole Court. 

Many thanks go to our local 
community organizations, re-
ligious groups and volunteers. 
Thanks to these groups for 
spreading the word, making so 
many Thanksgiving cards espe-
cially Holliston Girl Scouts and 

Holliston Cub Scouts and volun-
teering their time the day before 
Thanksgiving to brighten the day 
of  our Seniors.  

But all of  these efforts would 
not have been possible without 
all the individuals and businesses 
that donated to this effort includ-
ing the generous donations from 
Applewood Survey, TLC Paint-
ing (an HNN Sponsor), Stucchi 
Landscape & Design, Holliston 
Glass & Mirror,  Holliston Sewer 
Service, Village Auto, Moor 
Metals, Sapphire Counseling, 
ABBESS Instruments and Sys-
tems (an HNN Sponsor), BDR 
Automotive and For a New You/
Dr. Barbara Preussner as well as 
donations from Meridian Finan-
cial Advisors, Planet Automo-
tive Group, Prana Center, Yoga 
Garden, Anastas Lock & Safe 
Company, Farrell Pool Service, 

Hasting Consulting, Holliston 
Tire & Automotive, Holliston 
Vision Center, Hometown Au-
tomotive & Autobody, Inspire 
Dance Academy, Ocean Dreams 
Market, Cheryl Coehn Mosaics, 
Crafted and Gaetano’s.

Holliston Newcomers & 
Neighbors and the HNN 
Thanksgiving Committees hope 
everyone enjoyed their Thanks-
giving Day with family, food and 
fun. We couldn’t be more thank-
ful for the support we received 
from the community on this proj-
ect. We are so proud that HNN 
was able to be a part of  making 
Thanksgiving a great day for so 
many of  our neighbors.

 Holliston Newcomers & Neigh-
bors - Building Friendships, Building 
Community
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family owned and operated for 45 years

John’s Birkenstock
repair center

Superior Shoe & Boot Repair
21E CharlEs strEEt, holliston, Ma 01746
839a Main strEEt (rt. 20), WalthaM, Ma

John ElhiloW, C.PED, o.s.t. (508) 429-2038

sPECializing in laDiEs high hEEl tiP rEPlaCEMEnt

CErtifiED in PEDorthiCs/orthoPEDiC shoE MoDs

tall Horse riding Boot Zipper specialist

www.superiorshoerepair.com

Full Boneless
PRIME RIB
Feeds approx. 14 people

INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 
au jus & dessert

$499.99

Half Boneless
PRIME RIB

Feeds approx. 7 people
INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 

au jus & dessert
$259.99

Pumpkin Bread
$16.99 per dz.

Cinnamon Rolls
$16.99 per dz.

Onion Rolls
$16.99 per dz.

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY DEC. 22nd

& PICKED UP ON DEC. 24th BETWEEN 1 & 3 PM
PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871

New England Steak and Seafood
11 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
CHOOSE COOKED FOR YOU ($10 UPCHARGE) OR READY TO COOK 

REHEATING OR COOKING DIRECTIONS INCLUDED
Let Us Do The Work For You!

Your Money, Your Independence 

The Clash Against The Magnificent Seven  

Never before has the S&P 500 
been this top-heavy.  

The seven largest companies 
by market capitalization (Apple, 
Microsoft, Amazon, Alphabet, 
Nvidia, Meta, and Tesla) com-
prise more than 29% of  the 
S&P 500 index. These compa-
nies dubbed the “Magnificent 
Seven” have performed very well 
in 2023.   
The Only Band (of stocks) That 
Matters?

A November 14th Goldman 
Sachs report shared that the 
Magnificent Seven have gained 
71% this year while the other 
493 stocks in the S&P 500 have 
gained just 6%. 

Given market cap distribu-
tion, which allows larger stocks 
to contribute more to the index’s 
movements, the S&P 500 has 
gained +19% this year. 

Thus, if  one owns the other 
493 stocks but not the Magnifi-

cent Seven, they’re trailing the 
S&P 500 Index by ~13%.   
“Di-worse-ification”?!

As for other asset classes 
YTD through 11/14:

+9.1% - MSCI EAFE (Inter-
national) Index.

+7.5% - Gold.
+5.1% - Dow Jones Indus-

trial Average (Apple, Microsoft 
are components).

+5.0% - MSCI Emerging 
Markets Index.

+3.4% - U.S. Small Cap 
(Russell 2000) Index.

+0.4% - U.S. Aggregate 
Bond Index.

-0.6% - Morningstar U.S. 
Real Estate Index.

What of  dividend stocks? 
Vanguard’s Dividend Apprecia-
tion +7.9% trails S&P 500 Index 
by ~11% even though its largest 
holdings Apple and Microsoft are 
~9%. It can’t own other Magnifi-
cent Seven stocks because they 
don’t pay dividends (yet).

Before asking, what about 
NASDAQ 100’s +34.6%? Un-
derstand, Magnificent Seven are 
44% of  that index’s 100 stocks.   
Death or Glory.

Yes, Magnificent Seven 2023 
returns are eye-popping, but let’s 
review 2022 then add together 
for net total return (not average) 
from 01/01/22 -11/14/23.

Apple: 2022 -26%; 2023 
+45%; Net +7% 

Microsoft: ‘22 -28%; ‘23 
+56%; Net +12%

Amazon: ‘22 -50%; ‘23 +74; 
Net -13%

Alphabet: ‘22 -39%; ‘23 
+51%; Net -8%

Nvidia: ‘22 -51%; ‘23 +240%; 
Net +69%

Meta: ‘22 -64%; ‘23 +179%; 
Net 0%

Tesla: ‘22 -65%; ‘23 +93%; 
Net -32%

Still, since 2018 the Magnifi-
cent Seven have outpaced the 
S&P 500 and Nasdaq 100. Not 
the first time a concentrated 
group of  tech stocks outper-
formed 5 years to sit near the top 
of  S&P 500.
The Four Horsemen. 

In the late 90s, Dell, Cisco 
Systems, Intel and Microsoft 
were deemed The Four Horse-
men. 

To end 1999, the Top 10 S&P 
500 Index holdings were - Mi-
crosoft, General Electric, Cisco, 
ExxonMobil, Wal-Mart, Intel, 
Lucent, IBM, America Online 
and Citigroup. Notice 7 out of  
Top 10 were technology. Dell was 
#18, between Nortel Networks 
and MCI Worldcom. 

A “What Happened To…?” 
article should be done, but un-
derstand from 2000-2009, aka 
“The Lost Decade”, the S&P 
500 Index lost -9%. The best 
performing Four Horseman, Mi-
crosoft, had a -36% decline for 
2000s. 

Diversification and Equal-Weight 
At Work. 

If  S&P 500 was negative for 
the 2000s, so was everything else. 
Right?

Nope. 
Per indices cited previously, 

Gold returned +274%, U.S. 
REITs +162%, Emerging Mar-
kets +154%, U.S. Bonds +85%, 
U.S. Small Caps +44%, and In-
ternational stocks was +12%.

Additionally, the Equal-
Weight S&P 500 Index was 
+65% for the 2000s. 

An equal-weight index is when 
all components are weighted 
equally. In today’s terms, a Mag-
nificent Seven stock impacts the 
same as Lululemon, Hubbell and 
Blackstone, all recently added to 
S&P 500 Index.
Should I Stay or Should I Go?

This isn’t to say sell this or buy 

that, as everyone’s situation is dif-
ferent with goals, taxes, risk tol-
erance and timelines. It’s to help 
educate, understand what you 
own and why you own it. 

You should go to your CFP 
for your customized recommen-
dations.  

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  PlanDy-
namic, LLC, www.PlanDynamic.
com. Glenn is a fee-only Certi-
fied Financial Planner™ helping 
motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so 
they can balance kids, aging par-
ents and financial independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Holliston Town News 
now has its own 
Facebook page!

Holliston Town News  
on Facebook  

to keep up-to-date with  
articles, events, giveaways and 

contest announcements  
for Holliston!
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. December 31, 2023 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. December 31, 2023

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Fatima Shrine Of 
Festival Of Lights 
Begins Dec. 7

Our Lady of  Fatima Festival of  Lights 2023 will be open Dec. 7 
to 27.

Join Our Lady of  Fatima Shrine in Holliston for the traditional 
Christmas lights as they prepare this Advent for the Christmas season. 

Hot chocolate, donuts, and more will be available. The lights are 
on from 5 to 9 PM every night. The event is wheelchair accessible, 
with a path that winds throughout the exhibit. 

Our Lady of  Fatima Shrine is located at 101 Summer St., Hol-
liston. There is no charge for this event.  

Town of Holliston Special Town Meeting – 
October 16, 2023
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Don’t leave your IRA to the IRS

If  you’ve invested in an IRA 
for many decades, it may well 
turn into a key source of  in-
come for your retirement. Still, 
you might not deplete your IRA 
in your lifetime, especially if  you 
also have a pension or a 401(k) 
and other investment income. 
So, if  your IRA still has siz-
able assets after your passing, it 
would likely end up in your es-
tate plan. If  you leave your IRA 

to grown children or other fam-
ily members, could they be hit 
with a big tax bill?

Here’s a little background: 
Up until the Secure Act of  2019, 
those who inherited traditional 
IRAs could extend their required 
withdrawals over their lifetimes, 
which stretched out the annual 
taxes due on these withdrawals. 
But the Secure Act changed the 
provisions for non-spouse ben-
eficiaries who inherited an IRA 
after 2019, meaning that ben-
eficiaries of  inherited IRAs had 
only 10 years (beginning the year 
after death) to withdraw the en-
tire balance. For some beneficia-
ries, this could potentially create 
a tax burden. (Inheritors of  Roth 
IRAs are also required to follow 
the 10-year distribution rule but 
are not subject to income taxes 
on account earnings if  the Roth 
IRA’s five-year holding period 
has been met).

However, not all beneficiaries 
were affected by the new rules. 
Spouses can stretch their inher-
ited IRA distributions over their 

lifetimes and exceptions exist for 
certain non-spouse beneficia-
ries. Minor children of  the IRA 
owner (until the age of  major-
ity), chronically ill or disabled 
individuals, and beneficiaries 
who are no more than 10 years 
younger than the IRA owner 
may opt to stretch their distribu-
tions.

The new 10-year require-
ment applies to IRAs inherited 
on or after 

Jan. 1, 2020. But due to con-
fusion over changes to required 
minimum distribution (RMD) 
rules for some beneficiaries of  
inherited IRAs, the IRS waived 
penalties for individuals who 
failed to take RMDs in 2021 and 
2022 and extended the RMD 
penalty waiver for 2023.

Although these rulings give 
beneficiaries — those not eligible 
for the exemptions listed above — 
more time to plan, they will even-
tually need to start taking RMDs, 
which could affect their tax situa-
tions. To help protect your heirs, 
consider these suggestions:  

• Using permanent life 
insurance. A properly 
structured permanent life in-
surance policy could help you 
replace the assets your family 
might lose to the taxes result-
ing from an inherited IRA. 
You might even consider 
naming a charity as the bene-
ficiary of  an IRA, rather than 
your family members. The 
charity would receive the IRA 
proceeds tax free, and the life 
insurance could then provide 
tax-free benefits to your heirs. 

•  Leaving taxable invest-
ment accounts to your 
heirs. Apart from your tax-
deferred IRA, you may own 
other, fully taxable accounts 
containing investments such 
as stocks or bonds. Typically, 
these investments receive 
what’s known as a “step-up” 
in their cost basis once they 
are inherited. This means 
your heirs will essentially in-
herit all the gains your invest-
ments earned by the time 

of  your passing — but they 
won’t be taxed on these gains 
if  they sell the assets immedi-
ately. This type of  sale could 
help offset the taxes your heirs 
will incur from the inherited 
IRA.
The tax and investment issues 

surrounding inherited IRAs can 
be complex, so consult with your 
tax and financial advisors before 
making any moves. And, as with 
many areas relating to inheri-
tances, the sooner you start plan-
ning, the better. 

If  you would like to discuss 
your personal situation with a fi-
nancial advisor contact:

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA 
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article. 

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
The Beauty in Kindness
By gina Woelfel

There is a commonly held 
belief  that kindness is like 
snow in that it can beautify 
everything it touches. Despite 
the harshness of  New England 
winters, a certain peacefulness 
and serenity envelop us when a 
fresh layer of  snow blankets the 
landscape. This magical still-
ness beckons us to slow down 
and appreciate the beauty of  
the present moment.

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, it’s easy to get 
distracted by the endless shop-
ping and sale announcements, 
which can take us away from 
the true spirit of  this time of  
year. Our message to you is to 
slow down and step away from 
the hustle and bustle. Plan 
your shopping ahead of  time, 
wrap and store your gifts early, 
and use the extra time to do 
what you love. By simplifying 
your routine, you can focus on 
what truly matters this holiday 
season - spending quality time 
with the ones you love. 

This year, we’ve organized 
a special event with our co-
workers to take a break from 
our busy schedules and cel-
ebrate the end of  the year. 
The b.LUXE Team is hitting 

the roller rink for a Grinch-
themed, old-school skating 
party, complete with ugly 
sweaters! We’re fortunate to 
have a team of  women who 
support and care for each 
other, and we look forward to 
celebrating this relationship. 
Skating the night away to-
gether will be an unforgettable 
evening.

Our team is deeply commit-
ted to giving back to the com-
munity, especially during the 
holiday season. Our respon-
sibility is to positively impact 
the community; we’re proud 
to do our part. This month, we 
supported The Franklin Food 
Pantry with donations and an 
afternoon packing holiday gift 
baskets. We also sponsored 
The Medway Village Food 
Pantry Toy Drive with gifts for 
children ages 13-17. Recently, 
we had the pleasure of  hosting 
the Franklin Senior Center at 
our studio, where we treated 
them to a day of  beauty. It was 
a fantastic experience and one 

that we truly enjoy. 
We want to thank our cli-

ents and readers for their 
loyalty and encouragement 
throughout the past year. Your 
continued support makes us 
love what we do even more 

and brightens our day with 
kindness. We’re sending you all 
a big, warm holiday hug from 
our family to yours!

Of  course, it wouldn’t be 
the most wonderful time of  
year if  we didn’t have some 

specials for all of  you! Check 
them out above!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

GOING ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 
Buy Any 3 Retail Products, Get 1 FREE! 
*equal or lesser value 

b.LUXURY Facialb.LUXURY Facial
Complimentary lip rescue add-on treatmentComplimentary lip rescue add-on treatment  
Complimentary under-eye collagen treatmentComplimentary under-eye collagen treatment  
Your choice of either a robust scalp massageYour choice of either a robust scalp massage  

Spa Facial PackageSpa Facial Package  
Truly a client favorite, this package is pureTruly a client favorite, this package is pure
relaxationrelaxation  

              or a Gua Sha lymphatic facial sculptor a Gua Sha lymphatic facial sculpt

Specially Priced:Specially Priced:                                          $195 value$195 value

Holiday Gift Card Holiday Gift Card SpecialsSpecials  
It’s the most wonderful time of year again and the perfect gift is just a few clicks away. Give your special someone the gift they
really want. Our specially-priced holiday packages are now available online or in-studio and filled with complimentary services.

Scalp buff & treatmentScalp buff & treatment
BEFORE OIL scalp & hand massageBEFORE OIL scalp & hand massage
Wash & 60 second deep conditioning treatmentWash & 60 second deep conditioning treatment
Full event blowoutFull event blowout
Full bottle of b.LUXE BEFORE OIL to take homeFull bottle of b.LUXE BEFORE OIL to take home  

Scalp Spa PackageScalp Spa Package  
A bit of luxury to treat your scalp & soulA bit of luxury to treat your scalp & soul

Specially Priced:Specially Priced:                                          $120 value$120 value

LUXE HydrateLUXE Hydrate  
LUXE DetoxLUXE Detox
LUXE ShineLUXE Shine  
LUXE VolumeLUXE Volume  

Luxury Hair Gift Card PackageLuxury Hair Gift Card Package
$100 hair gift card with complimentary$100 hair gift card with complimentary  
LUXE add-on treatmentLUXE add-on treatment    

Specially Priced:Specially Priced:                                      $130 value$130 value

HairHair    
Spa & FacialSpa & Facial  
Makeup & WaxingMakeup & Waxing  
Lash Extensions or Lash Lift & TintLash Extensions or Lash Lift & Tint  
Organic Spray TanningOrganic Spray Tanning

Custom Gift CardCustom Gift Card  
ChooseChoose your own luxury your own luxury

Available online or in-studio for any amountAvailable online or in-studio for any amount  

$100 

$150 

$100 

Buy 3 Get 1 FREE Retail SaleBuy 3 Get 1 FREE Retail Sale Purchase Gift Cards  

bLUXE.com
(508) 321-1624

DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

508-620-6251   •   SameDayOil.com

Same Day Delivery • Senior Discounts

CALL FOR PRICE or ORDER ONLINE
150 Gallon Minimum

Exsultet! Celebrates the Holiday Season
Exsultet! invites you to cele-

brate the festive sounds of  music 
during the upcoming holiday 
season! Exsultet! will perform a 
holiday concert entitled “Listen-
ing to the Snow” on Saturday, 

December 9, 2023 at 7:00pm 
at First Congregational Church, 
725 Washington Street, Hollis-
ton, MA and on Sunday, Decem-
ber 10, 2023 at 2:00pm at Allin 
Congregational Church, 683 

High Street, Dedham, MA. This 
performance is a celebration of  
sacred song, familiar jingles and 
winter cheer. We invite you to 
take a break from the hustle and 
bustle of  this busy time of  year 
to fill your soul with gladness 
and find quiet moments for con-
templation. Old favorites like O 
Come All Ye Faithful will resound 
with upbeat classics like Joy to the 
World. Let the music of  the sea-
son fill your heart and soothe 
your soul!

General admission tickets are 
$20; students and seniors (65+) 
are $15; and children 12 and 
under are free. Performances are 
not suitable for children under 
age 5. Tickets can be purchased 
beginning November 1, 2023 
through our website (www.ex-
sultet.us) or by calling Stacey 
Balardini at 508-395-5600.

Founded in 2013, Exsultet! A 
Celebration of  Voices is an audi-
tioned women’s chamber ensem-
ble combining great music and 
poetry to inspire audiences with 
adventurous and innovative con-
certs. Exsultet’s mission is to give 
women an opportunity to join 
together to make music, to show-

case the works of  up and coming 
composers and arrangers, to fea-
ture the talents of  local musicians 
and actors, and to combine per-
formance and advocacy by fo-
cusing on important community 
issues and partnering with other 
local organizations. For more de-
tails, please visit www.exsultet.us.
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TRANSFER TO DEAN,

PURSUE YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE

Generous transfer 
scholarships and flexible 

transfer credit policy

96% of graduates are 
employed or enrolled 

in graduate school

Small class  
sizes averaging  

16 students

Free and fee-based 
academic and learning 

support services available

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR JANUARY 2024!
Visit dean.edu/beabulldog or call (508) 541-1508. Franklin, MA
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NOW HIRING

WE ARE HIRING! 
¡estamos contratand

Milford, MA

Apply online @ 
www.restaurantdepotcareers.com 

or send resume to: 
 tliberatore@jetrord.com 

Restaurant Depot 
is Now Hiring!  

• Cashiers 
• Stockers 
• Porters 
• Receiving 
• Hi-Lo Drivers 
• Managers

GREAT PAY & MEDICAL BENEFITS!  

100 Deer Street 
Milford, MA 01757

WE ARE HIRING!
¡estamos contratand

GREAT PAY & MEDICAL BENEFITS!

Milford, MA

Apply Online @ www.restaurantdepotcareers.com
or send resume to: tliberatore@jetrord.com

• Cashiers
• Stockers
• Porters

• Receiving
• Hi-Lo Drivers
• Managers

100 Dear Street, 
Milford, MA 01757

Charles River Chorale to Perform 
The Charles River Chorale 

and the Charles River Chil-
dren’s Choir will be presenting 
their Winter Concert on Sun-
day, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. at the 
Medway High School Audito-
rium. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and 
$15 for seniors and students. 
Children 5 and under are free. 
Tickets can be purchased prior 
to the concert by using the QR 
code below or by visiting our 
website at www.charlesrivercho-
rale.com/tickets. Tickets can 
also be purchased at the door 

with payment by cash or check. 
No credit cards will be accepted 
at the door.

The theme of  this concert is 
Joy to the World, Celebrations 
Around the Globe.  

This year’s program will fea-
ture music celebrating cultures 
and seasonal events across the 
globe, including Chinese New 
Year, Kwanzaa, Christmas, Ha-
nukkah, Diwali and more! 

We invite you to travel 
around the world with us as we 
celebrate music and tradition 
from over 10 different cultures.  

With many of  these pieces in 
other languages, we expect the 
music will speak for itself, radi-
ating reverence, joy, humor and 
more in our universal language 
- music! 

Under the leadership of  di-
rector Ashley Nelson-Oneschuk, 
the Charles River Chorale is 
in its 40th year as a nonprofit 

501(c)3 chorale. Membership 
has grown and both the chorale 
and the younger children’s choir 
are very excited to be back on 
stage stronger than ever to pres-
ent our joyful work to the greater 
community! We hope you can 
join us, stow away any worries 
for a few hours, and liftoff into 
the holiday season through our 
gift of  music. 

ALL-DAY COMFORT$300 REBATE 100% RECYCLABLE
BauschRecycles.com

* Reward amount is dependent on product and quantities purchased and whether you are a new or existing wearer as defined in the terms and conditions. Rewards points can be received in as little as 48 hours 
from the time of submission.  

BAUSCH +LOMB® horizon rewards: Starts 7/1/17 at 9:00:00 AM CT and ends 12/31/24 at 11:59:59 PM CT. Open to residents of the 50 U.S./D.C. and Puerto Rico, 18 years of age or older (19 in AL and NE). Rewards points 
earned from this offer may be redeemed for a BAUSCH + LOMB® Visa® Reward Card or other gift card options from select merchandisers.  See BauschRewards.com for all eligibility criteria. Minimum purchase 
required. Must be submitted within 60 days from purchase. Subject to full Terms and Conditions at BauschRewards.com. Void where prohibited. 

©2023 Bausch + Lomb. VCCM.0135.USA.23

Ordering Infuse Contact Lenses supports this local business. VISION CENTER
HOP K I N TON

Dr. Steven Perryman
10 Cedar St., Hopkinton, MA 01748  |  508-435-4711 

www.hopkintonvision.com

Ask Hopkinton Vision about 
INFUSE® CONTACT LENSES  

FOR ALL-DAY COMFORT

300th celebration anniversary events start this month
New Year’s Eve event kicks off a year of festivities 

By thereSa KnaPP 
The Town of  Holliston will celebrate its 300th 

anniversary of  incorporation next year, on Dec. 
3, 2024. Over the course of  the year, “Celebrate 
Holliston” will be hosting several events, starting on 
New Year’s Eve: 
Dec. 31, 2023 – Ring in the New Year, First Night 
Railtrail Walk
Feb. 1, 2024 – 300th Anniversary Gala 
March 17 – Saint Patrick’s Day Breakfast Roast 
May 11 – Parade 
May 25 – Golf  Tournament 
June 23 – Strawberry Festival with the Historical 
Society
July 4 – Laser light show 

July 13 – Olde Time Baseball 
Tournament 
July 18 – Family Movie Night on the Green 
Aug. 1 - Day at the Lake
Aug. TBD - Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra concert 
at Blair Square
Sept. 14 – Horse Show 
Sept. 21 – Celebrate Holliston Field Day 
Oct. 1 – Holliston’s Very Own Cabaret 
Nov. 2 – Encampment Impression
Dec. 3 – Anniversary Cake Celebration 

For more information and details, visit www.cel-
ebrateholliston.com/300th-anniversary.html 
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508.429.1330   •   HollistonVisionCenter.com   •   841 Washington St., Holliston

Holliston Vision Center

• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Specialized Contact Lens Fitting
• Orthokeratology & Myopia  
     Progression Control
• Fashion Eyewear & Safety Glasses

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY

Roselyn Jeun O.D.

Wishing you Happy Holidays!Wishing you Happy Holidays!

Thanks To Yanks Volunteered At Run For The Fallen
Recently volunteers repre-

senting Thanks to Yanks, a local 
charity dedicated to serving our 
military heroes, distributed fruit 
and snacks at  the 2023 Run for 
the Fallen. 

The event honors and re-
members those killed while serv-
ing in the military post 9/11, the 
picture of  the boots with flag 
placed inside emotionally repre-
sent those killed while in service 
to our nation.

For information on Thanks to 
Yanks please follow us on Face-
book. 

Pictured left to right facing are: Pat Rosenthal, Mark Lafountain, 
Chaplain Bob Markunis, John Milot and Nancy  Boates.

Reception for Artist’s
On Nov. 4, an artist’s recep-

tion was held for the Nemasket 
Plein Air Festival at Tru Grit Gal-
lery in Middleboro, where local 
Holliston plein air painter, Obie 
Miller was awarded the blue rib-
bon for first place honors for his 
painting entitled, “Hometown 
Heroes”.

The judge, Peter Damon, co-
owner of  the gallery wrote “Now 
some may be cynically thinking 
that the judge, being a disabled 
veteran, chose this painting as 
the first-place winner for its pa-
triotic imagery.  Admittedly, they 
would be partly correct, though 
not for the aforementioned con-
text. I chose this painting for the 
lively play of  light and shadow as 
well as for its strong directional 
element, leading the viewer’s 
eye to the two main events in my 
opinion-those being the brightly 
lit, red brick of  the building and 
the waving flags. These two sub-

jects compete for top billing and 
it’s hard for me to choose which 
I find most appealing.  That 
brick-red contrasts so nicely with 
the greens of  the aged copper 
flashing of  the building and the 
energetic brushwork brings the 
waving flags, and indeed the 
whole scene to life.  Lastly, the 
artist chose a scene that I thought 
had really encapsulated the spirit 
of  this town.”

Obie lives in Holliston with his 
wife and son. He enjoys painting 
outdoors in nature and captur-
ing fleeting moments with each 
brush stroke. Please visit the art-
ist’s website to view local works 
www.hollistonpleinair.com or 
visit the Sherborn Library, where 
many of  his local paintings are 
currently on display. Commis-
sioned paintings are another 
option and make a wonderful 
holiday gift.

 

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER 
Call Susanne at 508-954-8148 

or email  s u e @ s o d e l l c o n s u l t. c o m
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Holliston establishes an EV charging 
station cost recovery policy
By thereSa KnaPP 

Earlier this year, the Hollis-
ton Select Board unanimously 
approved an Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station Cost Recovery 
Policy meant to address some of  
the costs incurred at town-spon-
sored charging stations. 

The town currently has one 
EV charging station at 9 Green 
Street. 

Holliston’s Director of  Tech-
nology Chris Meo spoke for 
a team of  town officials who 
worked to develop the policy. 

Meo said, “What we first did 
was we looked at what 9 or 10 
other towns around here did and 

it became very clear to us that 
every [town] has a different phi-
losophy.” 

Meo said their group worked 
to create a policy and fee struc-
ture that would fully cover the 
cost for electricity used at the sta-
tion, plus a portion of  the yearly 
operation and maintenance costs 
of  the station. 

Meo noted the current cost of  
electricity is 33 cents per kw hour 
so the fee at the charging station 
would be the same. There will 
also be a 10% service fee to cover 
transaction charges. This rate 
could be revised “once or twice 
a year.” 

There will be a $1.50 connec-
tion fee per transaction. 

There will also be an “over-
time parking fee” of  $5.00 per 
hour for any vehicle that remains 
at the station more than 30 min-
utes after it is fully charged. The 
charging system will send the 
driver a message 30 minutes be-
fore the vehicle is fully charged. 

The full policy is on the town’s 
website at bit.ly/HollistonEVpol-
icy 

Holliston welcomes Economic Development Coordinator Melanie Hamblen
Part-time position was approved by voters in May

By thereSa KnaPP 

Melanie Hamblen is Hollis-
ton’s new part-time Economic 
Development Coordinator. 

At a Select Board meeting 
on Oct. 30, Assistant Town Ad-
ministrator Kathleen Buckley 
said the purpose of  the position 
– which was approved by town 
meeting in May - is “to provide 
overall better support for [Hol-
liston’s] existing businesses and 
better two-way communication 
and identifying new business op-
portunities.” 

Buckley noted Hamblen 
has “extensive experience from 
Franklin and is also a small 
business owner herself, so we’re 
excited to present her to the busi-
ness community.” 

Hamblen is a member of  the 
Franklin Town Council and is 
chair of  Franklin’s Economic 
Development Subcommittee. 
She and her husband own the 
Franklin Agway and Broken Fork 
Farm.  

Hamblen said, “When I’m 
here, I hope to be able to reach 
out to different businesses, to all 
the businesses, and be that con-
nection for the town to the busi-
nesses to the industrial areas, 
to help people and guide them 
through the processes that aren’t 
usually that easy to do.” 

Select Board Chair John Cro-
nin said Hamblen’s municipal 
experience will be a great asset in 
this role. 

“Clearly through your 
background in Franklin Town 
Council and learning how local 
government works, I think that’s 
going to be invaluable because 
what we’ve always missed in this 
role is not having the bridge be-
tween what businesses want/
need, what an interested business 
might want to know, and where 
to go to get the answers – you’re 
that bridge.” 

Select Board member Ben 
Sparrell asked about her thoughts 
on drawing in new business. 

Hamblen said she plans to 
create a network of  information, 
to meet with local businesses and 
stakeholders to “get that network 
up and running,” and hopes to 
bring people together to get them 
to trust each other.

Select Board member Tina 
Hein said Hamblen is a “phe-
nomenal addition” to the town. 
“I do love the fact that you have 
a science background, a research 
background; I think the way 
those minds work is to the ben-
efit of  the work that you’re going 
to be doing in Holliston…Your 
approach to finding common 
ground on complicated issues I 
think is going to be a tremendous 
value here in Holliston.” 

Cronin added, “Economic 
Development is the partnership 
between a community’s needs/
wants and what businesses can 
do for it. Holliston is open for 
business, I’ve been saying that 
for a long time; we really want 
business to come here and thrive 
so I’m looking forward to having 
you on board.”

Hamblen with work with the 

Economic Development Com-
mittee and report to the Town 
Administrator. Her office is lo-
cated in the basement of  the 

Town Hall, near the Conserva-
tion Agent. For more informa-
tion, visit www.townofholliston.
us/people/melanie-hamblen 

Source: www.franklinma.gov 

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
with Local Town Pages! 

Call Today! 
Susanne 508-954-8148
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Boys Basketball At Holliston High Is In Revival Mode
By Ken haMWey 
Staff SPortS Writer

Chris Vanesian’s first season 
as coach of  the Holliston High 
boys basketball team last year fo-
cused on changing the culture. 
Now, his prime goal is to qualify 
for the state tourney.

The Panthers’ program has 
struggled the last four years — 
four sub-.500 records, two of  
which were 2-18 and 4-16. But, 
during that 4-16 record last year, 
the 31-year-old Vanesian saw a 
major shift. His players began 
embracing a team-first attitude, 
they displayed resilience and 
their work ethic was solid. 

The coach knew the tide was 
turning but the turn-around 
didn’t arrive fast enough to se-
cure a playoff berth. But, as an 
old song says: “The times they 
are a changing.’’

“Our eight seniors last year 
and five underclassmen all 
worked diligently to change 
the culture,’’ Vanesian said. 
“They came up short for a 
tourney berth but their efforts 
were strong and they never gave 
up. The five returnees, two of  
whom are captains, have been 
outstanding in the off-season, 
focusing on preparation, im-
proving their skills and volun-
teering.’’

The five returnees include 
co-captains Owen Vaughn and 
Eben Salem, and Aidan Daly, 
Logan Schmid and Charlie 
Smith.

“They volunteered at our 
youth camp, they worked in the 
weight room, and they competed 
in summer and fall leagues,’’ 
Vanesian offered. “They set 
great examples and they held 
each other accountable. They’re 
also inclusive, always welcoming 
younger players.’’

To aim for a tourney berth 

sounds like a lofty objective but 
Vanesian calls it “realistic.’’

“The players are competitive, 
they’re working hard and they’re 
ready to take the next step,’’ 
said Vanesian, a former all-star 
in soccer for the Panthers and a 
captain in basketball. “Our sec-
ond goal is to continue with the 
positive change. The players are 
all in. Our last goal is for the kids 
to be role models in school and 
in their community.’’

The Panthers’ team strengths 
should be major factors in what 
Vanesian hopes will be a year 
where Holliston closes the gap 
with the other schools in the Tri 
Valley League Large Division.  
The Panthers were 2-8 in the di-
vision but shined brightly in two 
victories over Ashland and an 
overtime loss to Norwood.

“Our players have a high bas-
ketball IQ , they’re instinctive 
and athletic, our team chemis-
try is good and we can shoot,’’ 
Vanesian emphasized. “And, our 
mental toughness is strong. That 
means they’re committed to 
winning, they’re coachable and 
they want to improve.’’

Leading the five returnees, 
who could be labeled as change-
agents, are the captains.

Vaughn, a 6-2 junior guard-
forward, averaged 8 points, 5 
rebounds and managed a 32 
percent clip from three-point 
range last year.

“Owen is a vocal leader who’s 
super competitive,’’ Vanesian 
noted. “He thinks basketball all 
the time, a true student of  the 
game with a high hoop IQ. His 
shooting kept us in games last 
year, especially his three-point-
ers. He knows what he needs to 
work on and he’s improved his 
penetration in the paint.’’

Salem is a 6-1 senior forward 
who leads by example. A hard-
worker, he showed lots of  tenac-

ity in practice last year and that 
earned him more playing time.

“Eben is solid on defense and 
usually guards our opponents’ 
top players,’’ Vanesian said. “A 
football player last fall, he has 
good instincts and knows how 
to maintain proper spacing. His 
speed and quickness make his 
very athletic. He’s not a vocal 
captain but his teammates fol-
low what he does.’’

Senior Aidan Daly, a 6-1 
shooting guard, worked in-
tensely in the summer and fall 
leagues. “Aidan is all about bas-
ketball,’’ Vanesian said. “He 
displays a great work ethic in 
the gym and the weight room. 
An athletic defender, he’s a very 
good shooter who can also drive 
to the hoop and finish the play. 
An all-out competitor, he’s got a 
great vertical leap.’’

Senior center Logan Schmid, 
who’s the Panthers’ tallest player 
at 6-foot-7, is in his second var-
sity season and Vanesian plans 
to utilize his size.

“Logan rebounds well and on 
defense he often alters shots in 
the paint,’’ Vanesian said. “He 
didn’t get much playing time 
last year but he worked a lot 
in the weight room to improve 
his strength. His footwork in 
the paint is good and he’s agile 
and quick. More versatile now, 
Logan knows his role and he’s 
progressed a lot from last year.’’

Senior Charlie Smith, a 6-3 
power forward, didn’t get much 
playing time last year but Vane-
sian says “he emulates what we 
look for — he works hard, gets 
to practice early and he’s eager 
to compete.’’

“Charlie likes to shoot 
threes,’’ Vanesian continued. 
“And, he’s improved as a re-
bounder. A mentally tough 
player, he never gives up, he’s re-
silient and he never complained 
about his minutes last year. I 
hope he keeps improving as a 
rebounder and scorer.’’

Vanesian emphasized that 
he’s excited about all his other 
candidates. “Our next wave of  
players from the freshman and 
jayvee teams has potential and 
I’m hoping they will fill open 
spots on the roster,’’ he said. 
“And, if  we have a player who 
steps up in a leadership role, 
then we’ll add another captain.’’

A 2010 graduate of  Hol-
liston High, Vanesian majored 
in math and secondary educa-
tion at Salve Regina College in 
Newport, R.I. He taught math 
in West Bridgewater for a year 
before returning to Holliston 
where he’s worked the last nine 
years teaching seventh grade 
math at the Adams Middle 
School. 

Vanesian’s coaching experi-
ence includes two years as the 
Panthers’ jayvee hoop coach, 
one year coaching the Holliston 
freshmen, four years as an assis-
tant at Lasell University in New-
ton and one year as Medway’s 
junior varsity coach.

Relying on an athletic phi-
losophy that focuses on winning, 
reaching one’s potential and 
having fun competing, Vane-
sian believes that “if  our players 
reach their potential, that leads 
to winning and winning creates 
fun.’’

 Valuable life lessons can 
be learned in sports and Vane-
sian hopes his forces “learn how 
to overcome adversity, learn to 
be leaders and develop a team-
first attitude.’’

Vanesian has three coaches 
on his staff whom he regards 
highly. They are Kevin La-
marque (freshmen), Joel Bern-
stein (jayvees) and his brother, 
Liam (varsity assistant). “They 
all do a great job with their 
teams and with the varsity,’’ he 
said.

The Panthers will open their 
season at Norwood on Dec. 12 
and their home opener is Dec. 
15 against Medfield. Holliston’s 
non-league games include a sec-
ond meeting against Medway, 
East Bridgewater, Sharon and 
Hopedale.

“Our five returnees will form 
our nucleus and I like what 
defines them,’’ Vanesian said. 
“They’re versatile, resilient, 
coachable, intense and team-
first players.’’

Boys basketball at Holliston 
High is in revival mode.

Sports

Returning players who’ll be in key roles this season for the Panthers are, 
from left, Aidan Daly, Owen Vaughn, Eben Salem, Logan Schmid, and 
Charlie Smith.

Chris Vanesian’s second season as 
coach of the Holliston High boys 
basketball team will focus on 
qualifying for the state tourney.

RonsTire.com Ron Saponaro

635 Waverly Street, Rte 135
Framingham, MA 01702

Tel: 508-872-2266
Fax: 508-872-2011

Email: ronstire@rcn.com
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HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • HOT WATER • INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Heating Service Plans, Heating Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions & 

lower carbon footprint, it’s the most environmentally friendly heat fuel, and the safest.

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Happy Holidays!

 

Recent Home Sales
Date Holliston Amount
11/16/2023 623 Central St. $627,500
11/15/2023 14 Walnut Rd. $682,000
11/15/2023 44 Burnap Rd. #1 $210,000
11/15/2023 42 Westfield Dr. $490,000
11/13/2023 251 Gorwin Dr. $1.15 mil
11/01/2023 38 Peter St. $880,000
11/01/2023 15 Katie Way $1.54 mil
11/01/2023 7 Rebeca Ln. $1.58 mil
10/31/2023 14 Day Rd. $540,000
10/30/2023 23 Bonney Dr. $703,000
10/30/2023 159 Norfolk St. $840,000
10/27/2023 36 Gregory Rd. $550,000
10/26/2023 23 Skyview Ter. $577,000
10/25/2023 88 Central St. $725,000
10/18/2023 131 Jennings Rd. $675,000

The 5-bed, 3-bath, 3,885 sf house at 251 Gorwin Dr. in Holliston recently sold for $1,150,000. Image credit: www.zillow.com
Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

Have you read the new 
Town Administrator’s 

newsletter? 
The Town Administrator Newsletter recently debuted under 

the moniker, “Holliston Hometown Newsletter.” 
Town Administrator Travis Ahern told the Select Board at its 

March 7 meeting that the quarterly newsletter already had 857 
people subscribe as of  that date. 

The eight-page electronic document includes information 
for town meeting, updates on town projects, important dead-
lines, lists seasonal jobs, and much more.  

To subscribe, visit www.townofholliston.us/subscribe 

Enjoy your career!
To learn more, scan the code or visit 

Rodenhiser.com/Careers
Master Plumber: #10961  |  Corporate Plumbing: #2288  |  Master Electrician: #21982A

Master Sheet Metal (Unrestricted): #5867  |  Corporate Sheet Metal: #641
Home Improvement Contractor: #188806

Hiring all techs, all trades!

FLEXIBLE 
SCHEDULE 

TECH 
SUPPORT

MODERN 
TRUCKS 

EXPERIENCE 
& GROWTH

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • ELECTRIC • REMODELING

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans
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Timothy Daniels House 

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care 
  Physician on Site 
 24 Hr Nursing Coverage 
 

 Short Term Rehab 
 Respite Stays Welcome 

 Physical Therapists On Site  
 Hospice Services 

84 Elm Street,  Holliston, MA  
www.rehabassociates.com/timothydaniels 

(508)429-4566 

 

Barbara Ryan, Steve Bradford, Leslie and Jonathan 
Gerber receive Holliston Humanitarian Awards
By thereSa KnaPP 

On Nov. 13, the Town of  
Holliston held its 5th annual Hu-
manitarian Awards ceremony in 
Upper Town Hall. 

State Rep. James Arena-DeR-
osa, who lives in Holliston, wel-
comed the crowd. 

“There are lots of  ways that 
we honor service in this town 
but this is somewhat unique and 
it really speaks to those people 
in our community who care for 
others…This is so important, it 
is such a blessing to live in this 
town,” said Arena-DeRosa. 

Barbara Ryan 
Select Board member Tina 

Hein nominated Barbara Ryan 
for her many contributions to the 
community. 

Before moving to Holliston in 
2019, Ryan served in the Army, 
was a pediatric nurse practitioner 
at Walter Reed Medical Center, 
and retired from military service 
in 2008. 

Hein said, “These experiences 
as a health care provider and 
through her service in the mili-
tary are carried over to the many 
volunteer roles Barbara holds in 
Holliston and in our commu-
nity.” Those roles include serving 

as a community parent represen-
tative on the Holliston Drug and 
Alcohol Awareness Coalition; 
Holliston Parent Teachers Orga-
nization where she has led pro-
grams related to mental health 
and adolescent health, and is 
current president; and leading 
an effort to create an Outdoor 
Learning Space at the Placentino 
Elementary School. 

Said Hein, “I think by, at this 
point, you all can see what I see 
in Barbara Ryan. She is a de-
voted volunteer in Holliston with 
a clear vision to bring positive 
change for the health and well-
being of  others. She is effective. 
She is strong. She is kind.” 

While accepting the award, 
Ryan said, “I’m honored to be 
recognized. I really don’t like 
recognition, but I will humbly 
say thank you to all of  you for 
this, and to the community that 
I moved to with my family four 
years ago that has welcomed us 
and we’re grateful to be part of  
it…It’s great to be a Hollistonian, 
thank you.”  

Steve Bradford
Select Board member Ben 

Sparrell nominated Steve Brad-
ford who continuously gives to 

his community with a selfless and 
respectful demeanor. 

“Saturday was Veterans Day. 
It feels fitting to honor a veteran 
for their humanitarian efforts 
today. Steve has led the Veter-
ans Post and has recently retired 
from that position. We see him 
lead the parade on Memorial 
Day, behind the scenes on the 
holiday, as well as advocating 
for veterans throughout the year. 
Steve makes Holliston better for 
veterans and has made Holliston 
a better place as well…We are 
indebted to you for all you have 
done for [veterans] and for our 
community, day in and day out. 
You are able to connect on a per-
sonal level and understand the 
needs of  our veterans and help to 
explain to those of  us who have 
not served. You help bring people 
together in all parts of  Holliston 
to honor and celebrate service to 
our community and our country. 
We thank you for your service 
and all you’ve given of  yourself  
to the veterans and the people of  
Holliston.”

Upon accepting the award, 
Bradford said, “I don’t do any 
of  this stuff by myself. I’ve always 
had the help of  other veterans in 
town…It’s a joy to work on the 

things I get to work on in town…
Thank you very much, it’s a 
pleasure to be able to receive this 
honor.” 

Leslie and Jonathan 
Gerber 

Select Board Chair John 
Cronin nominated Leslie and 
Jonathan Gerber, “a couple who 
have been truly doing amazing 
things.” 

Both Leslie and Jonathan 
were born and raised in Holliston 
and are now raising their family 
in town. Approximately 10 years 
ago, they created the Holiday 

Dreams Foundation which has 
provided holiday gifts to numer-
ous children and families; it also 

Provides ready-to-cook 
Thanksgiving meals to area se-
nior citizens. The program soon 
grew to provide assistance year-
round, including addressing food 
insecurity and providing personal 
protective equipment during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. They are 
now working to assist children 
and families in Israel.

Cronin said to the Gerbers, 
“Thank you for all you do to 
make the lives of  others better. 
We all benefit from your kind-
ness, caring and compassion, 
and it is my pleasure to award 
this humanitarian award to both 
of  you.” 

As they received the award, 
Jonathan Gerber said, “Thank 
you to the board for this honor, 
this means a lot to us. Thank you 
to our children, to our parents. 
This is something we started 
many years ago to teach ‘giv-
ing back’ to our children, and 
it actually gave a platform to 
the community to give back to 
underserved, underprivileged 
families in the area, in the neigh-
borhoods, in the Metrowest. This 
program has grown not neces-
sarily from just our family but 
through the community. Starting 
over the next six weeks is going 
to be a crazy time but it’s such a 
cheerful time and now we allow 
the community to help and give 
back. It’s great that we’re able to 
provide this…Thank you.”  

To watch the full 2023 
Humani tar ian  Awards, 
vis i t  www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NjHVul6FQR0 

Source: Holliston Hub -HCAT-
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404 WASHINGTON STREET, HOLLISTON, MA 01746 | 404 WASHINGTON STREET, HOLLISTON, MA 01746 | 508-429-6767508-429-6767

Call one of our award winning realtors today Call one of our award winning realtors today 
for a complimentary market analysis!for a complimentary market analysis!

Melissa Kaspern
508-333-4670 

melissaKaspern@gmail.com

Lynn Rossini
508-259-2100

lynnrossini18@gmail.com

Lydia Rajunas
617-901-1275

thedeeve@remaxexec.com

TEAM RICE - Carl, Kristen, Ellie, Adam 
508-330-0281 

teamrice@remaxexec.com

Katie McBride
508-277-9600

katemcbride@remaxexec.com

Kerry Peterson
508-380-3595

kerry@remaxexec.com

219 Shaw Farm Road 219 Shaw Farm Road 
HollistonHolliston

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE
2 Gaskell Circle 2 Gaskell Circle 

Hopedale Hopedale 

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI
10 Nouvelle Way, S403 10 Nouvelle Way, S403 

NatickNatick

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS

53 Frairy Street 53 Frairy Street 
MedfieldMedfield

MELISSA KASPERNMELISSA KASPERN
159 Norfolk Street 159 Norfolk Street 

Holliston Holliston 

MELISSA KASPERNMELISSA KASPERN
83 Hanlon Road 83 Hanlon Road 

HollistonHolliston

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI

40 Nouvelle Way, T830 40 Nouvelle Way, T830 
Natick $3800/mo Natick $3800/mo 

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS
10 Trevor Lane 10 Trevor Lane 

HopkintonHopkinton

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS
73 Congress Street 73 Congress Street 

MilfordMilford

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

52 Burnap Road 52 Burnap Road 
HollistonHolliston

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI
7 Priscilla Avenue 7 Priscilla Avenue 

Norfolk Norfolk 

TEAM RICETEAM RICE
1 Ray Street 1 Ray Street 
HopkintonHopkinton

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

26 Grove Street 26 Grove Street 
Hopkinton Hopkinton 

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

UAG

UAG SOLDUAG UAG

SOLD

COMING SOON

Buyer’s AgentBuyer’s Agent

134 E Main Street 134 E Main Street 
WestboroughWestborough

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
UAG UAG RENTAL

UAG UAG UAG

UAG
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Josh
Cabernet 750ml

$13.97

J. Lohr 
Chardonnay 750ml

$11.97
Sonoma Cutrer 

Chardonnay 750ml

$19.97
Kendall Jackson 

Chardonnay 750ml

$12.97
Bread and Butter 
Chardonnay 750ml

$9.97
Chateau St Michelle 
Chardonnay 750ml

Casillero Del Diablo
All Flavs  750ml
$9.97

Line 39
All Flavs 750ml

$9.97
Bogle

All Flavs 750ml

$9.97
J. Lohr 

Cabernet 750ml

$14.97

Joel Gott
Cabernet 750ml

$14.97

Decoy

All Flavs 750ml
$16.97

Menage a Trois
Red 750ml

$9.97

Apothic 
Red 750ml

$9.97

The Stag 
Cabernet 750ml

$14.97

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir 750ml

$16.97

Crown Royal
Whiskey 1.75L 

$44.97

Jim Beam
Bourbon 1.75L 

$28.97

 Jameson
Whiskey 1.75L 

$47.97

Captain Morgan
Rum 1.75L 

$24.97

Johnnie Walker 
Whiskey 1.75L 

$29.97

Absolut 
Vodka 1.75L 

$26.97

Kahlua 
Original 1.75L 

$37.97

Ketel One 
Vodka 1.75L 

$29.97

Tito's 
Vodka 1.75L 

$29.97

Smirnoff 
Vodka 1.75L 

$19.97

Beefeater 
Gin 1.75L 

$30.97
Tanqueray
 Gin 1.75L 

$34.97

Drink Responsibly 
Must be 21 years of age or older with valid ID to purchase

300 ELIOT STREET, ASHLAND, MA 01721  -  508-686-2787

www.chesliquors.com
Mon.-Wed. 9am-9:30pm, Thur.-Sat. 9am-10pm, Sun.10am-9pm

$12.97

Kono
Sauv Blanc 750ml

$10.97

Ecco Domani
Pinot Grigio 750ml

$8.97
Kim Crawford

Sauv Blanc 750ml

$13.97

Matua
Sauv Blanc 750ml

$9.97

Seaglass
Sauv Blanc 750ml

$9.97

Oyster Bay 
Sauv Blanc 750ml 

$10.97

Santa Margherita 
Pinot Grigio 750ml

$19.97

Kris
Pinot Grigio 750ml

$10.97

Moet Chandon
Brut 750ml

$49.97

Veuve Clicquot
Brut 750ml

$59.97
Menage a Trois 

Prosecco 750ml

$9.97

Lamarca 
Prosecco 750ml

$14.97

Josh 
Prosecco 750ml

$14.97

La Crema
 Chardonnay 750ml

$19.97

Mezzacorona 
Pinot Grigio 1.5L

$10.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio 1.5L

$10.97

Bailey's 
Original 1.75L 

$45.97

Makers Mark 
Whiskey 1.75L 

$49.97

Jack Daniel's 
Whiskey 1.75L

$44.97

300 ELIOT STREET, ASHLAND, MA 01721   •   508-686-2787

www.chesliquors.com
MON-WED 9am-9:30pm   •   THUR-SAT 9am-10pm  •   SUN 10am-9pm

DRINK RESPONSIBLY
 MUST BE 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WITH VALID ID TO PURCHASE

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays


