
Story and photo 
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Lights! 
C a m e r a !  A c t i o n ! 
Dawson’s Bar and Grill 
took center stage last 
Wednesday when film 
crews arrived to fea-
ture the restaurant as 
one of America’s Best 
Restaurants on the Food 
Network. The company 
produces the ultimate 
guide for folks to discover 
and enjoy local dining 
experiences across the 
United States.

They were on site at 
Jill and Greg Orr’s place 
capturing content with 
interviews and videos 
that will highlight what 
makes the long-time, inde-
pendently owned eatery 
“an unforgettable dining 
experience.” In this case, 
it is Victor Sanchez, the 
chef for Dawson’s who has 
been cooking for at least 
25 years.

“My specialty is every-
thing,” he said, wearing a 
broad smile. He prepared 

three dishes for the crew 
to sample including Chili 
Salmon with risotto, a 
pastrami sandwich on 
a pretzel bun and the 
ever-so-popular: chicken 
and waffles. “I really enjoy 
my job,” he added.

N i c k  M a m m o n e , 
Videographer was the vid-
eographer who captured 

close ups of the food, 
the chef, and both the 
inside and outside of 
the restaurant.

“They called me because 
they liked my history of 
why we bought it, which 
was on our Facebook page. 
They also read about our 
community involvement, 
checked out our website 

and reviews,” said Jill.
“We’re all about helping 

independent restaurants,” 
said host Theo Williams 
who reported he’s been 
behind a  mic  s ince 
2008 and was obviously 
comfortable interview-
ing people. “I like that 
Dawson’s is an older 
restaurant but has a unique, 
new flavor. We travel and 
do lots of restaurants.”

Ma t t  P l app ,  CEO 
o f  A m e r i c a ’s  B e s t 
Restaurants, started a dig-
ital marketing journey 
more than 15 years ago 
helping locally owned 
and operated restaurant 
owners increase their 
profits by attracting the 
attention of their customers 
every week.

The Orrs’ will be posting 
the feature for all to see as 
soon as it is completed.

“I’ll actually own it 
when they are done,” Jill 
said with enthusiasm. 
She plans to use it on the 
Dawson website and share 
it on other social media 
platforms. 

Story and photos 
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The sun 
may not have been out, 
but the air was crisp with 
excitement at Dixon’s 
Little League Opening 
Day this past Saturday at 
Hall Park. Hundreds of lit-
tle people from pint-sized 
to near adolescent created 
a diamond full half cir-
cle of bright colored shirts 
and baseball caps listen-
ing to the League President 
Casey Willard who wel-
comed them, their parents, 
and their grandparents.

After the flag was run 
across the field and the 
National Anthem caused all 

to pause, the Challengers, 
a team created for chil-
dren of all abilities to come 
together and learn com-
passion, friendship, and 

perseverance, were given 
the privilege of throwing 
out the first ball.

Willard reminded the 
audience that they were 

honoring the Challengers 
who were marking their 
10th anniversary and have 
strong support as TEAM 
( To g e t h e r  E v e r y o n e 
Achieves More) Dixon 
which couples a “buddy,” 
a Dixon High School stu-
dent, with each child.

On the diamond, and 
surrounded by all the 
teams, the Challenger 
pitcher was pushed into 
place in his wheelchair and 
threw the ball to a catcher 
from the 9-10-11 All Star 
Team, the team that won 
District 64 last year. There 
was loud applause.

“As a kid, I still remem-
ber being on this field 
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Little League Hosts Opening Day

Listening to the national anthem, the 30 Little League teams formed a semi-circle of colors with their jerseys and baseball caps 
at Hall Park.

The Little League All Star Team watches as the first ball of the 
season is pitched by one of the Challengers Team.

Continued on page 3

Dawson’s Chef Sanchez Featured 

Victor Sanchez stands outside his kitchen with restaurant 
owner Jill Orr.

New 
Superintendent 
Hire Announced 

to be Soon
By Angela Underwood

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon 
Unified School District 
(DUSD) leadership is soon 
changing guards with a 
new superintendent hire. 

Shawntel McCammon, 
Dixon Unified School 
District spokesperson, told 
the Independent Voice 
after the March 14 school 
board meeting that officials 
“are working on finalizing 
contract negotiations and 
hope to have an announce-
ment within/at the next few 
board meetings.” 

Superintendent Brian 
Dolan is stepping down 
since taking up the post in 
2012 and serving decades 
with the district after start-
ing as a Vacaville High 
School history teacher in 
1988. The process to find 
the future leader began in 
October 2023, when school 
board members approved a 
contract with Education 
Support Services to hold 
a national superintendent 
search. 

With the announcement 
of Superintendent Doyle’s 
retirement at the beginning 
of the school year, school 
board President Julian 
Cuevas said, the transition 
of the incoming superin-
tendent has been critical. 

“The board needs to 
ensure that our new super-
intendent has what they 
need to be successful. That 
includes having a strong 
and supportive team in 
place,” Cuevas said.

School board Vice-
President David Bowen 
said when any leadership 
role is being filled, board 
members work closely 
together to offer a diverse 
collaboration for the final 
decision. 

“Every board member 
was elected by the pub-
lic and we each represent 
a different perspective 
on public education and 
a subset of the elector-
ate,” Bowen said. “It is 
important that both the 
community's voice, and 
by proxy, each board 
member's voice, be rep-
resented when hiring our 
only direct employee, the 
superintendent.”

The new hire process is 
intense, involving a spe-
cific candidate profile, 
which was collaboratively 
compiled, listing the char-
acteristics of the new 
Dixon superintendent. 
Qualities include being an 
effective, proactive and 
respectful communica-
tor, brings vision and fresh 
ideas and energy, is fiscally 
minded, remains visible, 
builds trusting relation-
ships and is thick skinned.   

The engagement phase 
for finding noted ideal 
traits included dozens of 
employee meetings and 
community forums to 
ensure that the public’s 
voice was heard, according 

Continued on page 8
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By Debra Dingman

Opening a business is 
hard. No matter what kind 
of business. And there are 
no short cuts. Starting the 
Dixon Newspaper in 1993, 
I had a lot of experience in a 
lot of areas—and even had 
opened a non-profit. But 
I never had owned a pri-
vate business and remember 
researching in the library 
Nolo books, America's 
Number DIY Legal Forms, 
Books and Software, to 
figure out what type of busi-
ness I should consider to 
protect me and my family. 
There was no magic, just 
determination.

I talked to numerous 
other business owners and 
asked why they chose a sole 
proprietor, a partnership, a 
corporation, or a Limited 
Liability Corporation. You 
learn best when you talk to 
people who have been there, 
done that. There were many 
older, wiser people who 
gave me great advice and 
armed with what I hoped 
would be a fail-proof busi-
ness plan, I took the leap.

The bottom line is, 
though, when you jump, 
you really jump into a black 
hole of raw hope. I admit, 
there were times I was 
really scared of not being 
able to pay all the bills, but 
I was young back then, and 
constantly on the watch to 
make the business more 
profitable.

It was helpful to be sur-
rounded by people who 
also opened their businesses 
and set great examples 
of proprietorship through 
the Chamber and the 
Downtown Dixon Business 
Association. The Small 
Business Development 
Center advisors received 
my calls almost weekly. 
Almost assuredly, though, 
having the business plan –
which is your blueprint to 
grow your business—was 
my saving grace.

We gathered good colum-
nists that would help reach 
out to the wide spectrum 
of readers such as farmers; 
a ‘chatty-Cathy’ for births, 
anniversaries, graduations, 
etc.; an outdoorsman; a 
community calendar; a 
city meeting reporter; and 
a feature writer. We also 
had at least two people 
selling advertisements on 

commission. It was, in my 
humble opinion, a really 
great small-town newspaper 
and all that I had envisioned 
but only because our (hilar-
ious) production manager 
was highly skilled with 
computers and our staff was 
equally dedicated to the 
cause. We had a lot of fun.

Business was/is never 
boring and every week, we 
make people happy (except 
for those in the Police Log, 
of course.)

Just short of four years 
my last child came along, 
something had to give, and 
it was almost my health. 
Dave Scholl took over and 
ran this paper for 23 years. 
I think things were a lot 
tougher for him because of 
his columnists but he perse-
vered until a new visionary, 
Paul Scholl, took over 
and turned the newspaper 
around. Okay, I might have 
helped a little because I love 
sharing the good news of 
Dixon…

But it’s time for succes-
sion planning. We’re on 
the lookout for a perfect 
replacement and I’m cer-
tainly thrilled Messenger 
Publishing Group continues 
to offer Dixon a great local 
newspaper. We also con-
tinue to truly appreciate all 
our readers and especially 
our advertisers.

Opening back then and 
projecting forward now is 
similar: One is filled with 
hope! H

MPG Staff

The Solano County Home & Garden 
Show is this weekend and will be filled 
with inspiration, expert advice, and enter-
tainment for all ages. It's at the Dixon 
fairgrounds from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both 
Saturday and Sunday and is a great way to 
explore home improvement, landscaping, 
and gardening ideas. (See coupon in this 
edition!)

Friday Chicken Dinner
Friday, March 22, at the Veterans 

Memorial Hall will be chicken leg quarters, 
barbecue baked beans, romaine salad, fruit 
cup and a roll for only $12. Visiting with 
old and new friends is free of charge. The 
hall is at 1305 North First Street.

Shredding Event
Now that your taxes will be done, you 

are probably safe to shred some of those 
old documents you were told to hang 
onto and the perfect place to do that is at 
Atkinson Self Storage on Saturday, June 1 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cash or credit cards are accepted, and 
the cost is $10 per banker-sized box. 
The address is 1800 North First Street 
(Highway 113.)

City Meeting
The next City Meeting will be the 

Parks and Recreation Commission on 
Tuesday, March 26, at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 600 East 
A Street. Two City meetings just passed 
but can be watched on video at cityof-
dixon.us, then click on the government 
tab, then click on council, then on agen-
das. Finally, you should be able to access 
back meeting videos.

Good Friday
There will be a community Good Friday 

Service held at Pardi Plaza on Friday, 
March 29, at 7 p.m. The Plaza is on the 
corner of First and A Streets. In the event 
of rain, it will be moved inside to Calvary 
Chapel Church also in downtown Dixon.

Spring Break for Schools
Dixon schools will be on spring break 

April 1 through 8 so now is the time to plan 
an alternative daycare situation or make 
reservations to take your kiddos some-
where special. Neighborhood Christian 

School students will be out only April 1 
-5. Students at St. Peter’s Catholic Church 
Valley of the Sacred Heart will be out from 
Thursday, April 28 through April 5.

May Fair Parade Packets
The Dixon Chamber of Commerce 

announced it is now taking reservations for 
the 147th Annual Dixon May Fair Parade 
set for Saturday, May 11, starting at 10 
a.m., in downtown Dixon. Parade pack-
ets and applications are now available at 
www.dixonchamber.org or send an email 
to info@dixonchamber.org or call 707-678-
2650. For those interested in being Banner 
Carriers or EP Patrollers, please send an 
email to infor@dixonchamber.org or call 
707-678-2650.

Join the crowd for the Quick Quack Car 
Wash Ribbon Cutting on April 2 at 4:30 
p.m. at 220 Dorset Court near Cattlemen’s. 
They will be giving away 12 days of 
free car washes from April 3 through 
April 14!! For more information, go to 
DontDriveDirty.com.

Blood Drive
The Dixon community is encouraged to 

participate in the blood drive on Monday, 
March 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall, 1305 North First Street. 
All donors will receive a $20 Gift Card. 
To make an appointment, visit donors.vita-
lant.org. and use your unique blood drive 
code: SMFM014. Donate March 3-31 for a 
chance to win one of four $5,000 gift cards.

Video Contest for Kindness
Calling all Solano County Junior High and 

High School students to participate in the 
6th annual countywide video contest show-
casing the power of kindness on campus. 
It is sponsored by Solano County District 
Attorney’s Office and invites students to 
submit a video between 30 seconds and two 
minutes in length that expresses what the 
power of kindness can accomplish in their 
school community. It asks the question, 
“How can the power of kindness be used 
in our schools, homes, and communities to 
make a positive difference?” The deadline 
for submissions is April 24. Contest rules 
and submission information can be found 
online at https://www.solanocounty.com/
depts/da/kindness_campaign.asp. Questions 
regarding the contest should be directed to 
scdakindness@solanocounty.com. H

SHORT 
Life’s too

Dixon News Briefs

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

Happy 31st Anniversary!

Mark your calendars for the next Silveyville Cemetery Tour on Saturday, April 13, guided by 
local history expert, Denise McBride. The last one was well-attended by about 30 people 
who learned many interesting facts and accounts of Dixon’s history including Dixon’s past 
residents. Wear comfortable walking shoes (Sandals are not recommended.) It will happen, 
rain or shine. Meet at the cemetery office. For more information, call McBride at (707) 483-2211. 
Photo by Debra Dingman

Our community offers spacious studios, one bedroom 
and two-bedroom floor plans with luxury finishes such as 
granite counter tops, walk in closets, gorgeous views of 
our courtyards and the surrounding neighborhood.

Incredible/unique amenities: 
• on-site ice cream parlor  
• pizza oven dining experience 
• a putting green
• theater room

We are honored to be able to provide the residents of Dixon 
and surrounding areas more senior living options.

Now Open!

Be a part of our Farmer’s Club. 
This club,with great incentives, is 
offered to our first 25 residents.

Offering 3 levels of care:
• Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

350 Gateway Drive • Dixon, CA 95620
Call or email now for info 

www.farmsteadatdixon.com
707-674-7554

info@farmsteadatdixon.com
License #486804191

Originally named The Dixon 
Newspaper, it was fun to 
market the weekly Dixon 
publication with essay 
contests l ike Mother/
Father of the Year, a Cook-
off Contest, a Christmas 
Songbook, plus coffee 
mugs and T-shirts sold at 
Lambtown and the May Fair. 
Photo by Debra Dingman
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$3.00

O
FF

ADMISSION
March 23rd & 24th 2024
Valid only with the Solano County Home & Garden Show

Dixon Fairgrounds

Expires March 25, 
2024. Good for $3.00 

off general admission to 
the Solano County Home 

& Garden Show. Must be 
surrendered upon admission. 
Not for resale or combined 
with any other promotions.

with fresh uniforms,” said 
Williard who was born 
and raised in Dixon. “It’s a 
full-circle moment for me.” 
It is his first year serving as 
Little League President and 
said that this was the first 
full return to the traditional 
Opening Day in three years 
and since COVID.

There are 90 children 
participating this year and 
they have 30 teams.

“All the parents came out 
and that shows positivity,” 
he said. “We’re focusing 
on our coaching and our 
kids and making Dixon 
Little League great.” The 
father of two is splitting 
his President’s duties with 
coaching his 8-year-old son 
on the AA Braves Team 
and watching his 6-year-
old daughter who plays on 
A River Cats Team.

As the children were 
dispersing to the various 
diamonds afterward, Alicia 
Riddick was following lit-
tle Gary Ruiz who was 
sporting a Space Cowboy 
team jersey.

“ I  h a v e  o n e  i n 
Kindergarten and one in 
college,” she said with 
pride. “I love sports. It gets 
them out of the house and 
out of your hair. It’s the 
best of both worlds.” She 
has served as a Team Mom 
and particularly liked see-
ing out at the opening the 
“rainbow of every team.”

Ryan Overg in his third 
year of team play, and his 
brother, Alex, in his second 
season, were warming up 
outside the field and were 

asked what they liked about 
playing.

“I like going out there 
and getting physical,” Alex 

said. He added that he 
plans to play for 25 years.

“I’ll play as long as I 
can,” said Ryan. 

Little League Hosts Opening Day

Let the games begin. Little boys from pint-size to youth took to the diamonds after opening 
ceremonies.

Little League President Casey Willard thanks parents for their 
attendance and support on the League's Opening Day which 
turned out clear and sunny.

Continued from page 1

Ambassadors Laud Lara

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
winner of the Chamber 
Ambassador of the year 
was awarded by last year’s 
winner, Brandi Proffitt of 
Dixon Wellness Collective.

“Let me set the stage,” 
she began, “Picture this: a 
gravedigger with a twist. 
Not your typical shov-
el-wielding, solemn-faced 
figure, oh noooo... We're 
talking about a guy who's 
got a knack for making 
even the gloomiest of days 
a little brighter.”

She introduced Rafael 
Lara, reporting that he was 
Silveyville Cemetery’s 
resident cat-loving, car-
toon-adoring groundskeeper 
extraordinaire.

“ Yo u  s e e ,  R a f a e l 
approaches every task with 

a mild temper and a quirky 
sense of humor that never 
fails to lighten the mood. 
Rafael has been a rock for 
the Chamber Ambassadors 
for the past two years. He 
is someone you can always 
count on to be at any event, 
grabbing up all the raf-
fle prizes with the warmest 
smile on his face.”

“He is a pleasure to be 
around, will happily strike 
up a conversation with 
anyone, and is a wonder-
ful representation of the 
Ambassador team being 
the Goodwill Arm of the 
Chamber,” she added. 
“Reliable and fun, Rafael 
brings his outgoing per-
sonality, great sense of 
humor, and determination 
to the group. He is typi-
cally the first one to arrive 
as he enjoys setting up for 

Chamber events and some-
times is the last one to 
leave. He takes great pride 
in making sure each event 
goes smoothly.”

H e  w a s  a w a r d e d 
Ambassador of the Year, 
which is decided upon by 
the Chamber Ambassadors 
themselves. Here's to you 
Rafael, our not-so-ordinary 
gravedigger, who proves 
that even in life's most 
solemn moments, a little 
humor and a lot of love can 
go a long way.

“Congrats to you Raf, 
you deserve it!" Profitt 
concluded.

Ambassadors are a 
16-member group of fun, 
energetic people who serve 
as the goodwill arm of the 
Chamber and are the back-
bone of the Chamber’s 
volunteer force.  The 
Ambassadors attend and 
assist at Chamber events 
including Grand Openings, 
Ribbon-Cuttings, Mixers, 
Mingles, and any other 
events. It is the goal of the 
Ambassadors to function 
as liaisons and mentors to 
new and existing members 
by providing information 
about Chamber resources 
and helping to edu-
cate members on ways 
to maximize their mem-
bership. They meet on 
the first Wednesday of 
the month at 5 p.m. at the 
Chamber office, 220 North 
Jefferson. 

Dixon Chamber Ambassador of the Year Rafael Lara with last 
year’s recipient Brandi Proffitt. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Former President and CEO Honored 
as Distinguished Banker of the Year 

First Northern Bank News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - First Northern Bank, the 
region’s #1 local small business lender, is 
pleased to announce that its former President 
& CEO, Louise Walker, has been honored 
with the Distinguished Banker of the Year 
Award by the prestigious California Bankers 
Association (CBA). 

This esteemed recognition honors a banker 
who personifies what it is to be a distin-
guished California banker – a banker who 
is dedicated to the industry, a role model for 
future leaders, engaged in their community, 
and serves as a leader within the association.  

“We are proud of Louise and all the con-
tributions she makes in the banking industry. 
She is a valuable resource and business advo-
cate, who continues to make an impact in 
all the communities that surround her,” said 
Jeremiah Smith, President & CEO of First 
Northern Bank. 

The CBA’s Bank Presidents Seminar, held 
in January, was attended by industry leaders 
and peers, celebrating Louise Walker’s out-
standing achievements. 

After a successful 43-year career at First 
Northern Bank, headquartered in Dixon, 
California, Louise retired at the end of 2022. 
She began working at the Bank at the age of 
18 as a file clerk and held a variety of posi-
tions in Operations, Human Resources, Risk 
Management, Compliance, Accounting, and 
Finance, before retiring as President and 
CEO.

Louise has exemplified her passion for 

community banking, supporting local com-
munities, and inspiring others to do the same. 
Her contributions to community banking are 
complemented by her abilities as a strong, 
charismatic, and approachable leader who 
has always been personally committed to and 
invested in the success of her team members, 
the Bank’s customers, and her peers in the 
community. 

“It is humbling to be selected as 
the California Bankers Association’s 
Distinguished Banker of the Year,” Walker 
said. “Banking has been my passion for more 
than 40 years, and what a fulfilling career it 
has been on so many levels. I am grateful to 
have had the opportunity to serve the com-
munities within the Greater Sacramento and 
Solano County regions at the local level, as 
well as the overall banking community at 
the industry level. My journey in banking 
has always been about championing for the 
people side of our business, and the import-
ant role banks and their employees play not 
only as trusted advisors who provide financial 
products and services, but how critical they 
are for the vitality of the communities they 
serve through sponsorships, donations, grants, 
and volunteerism.” 

Throughout her career, Louise’s leadership 
has served her well as a board member for 
many private and public organizations includ-
ing CBA, American Bankers Association, the 
Pacific Coast Bankers Bank, a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Valley Vision 
Board of Directors, and First Northern Bank’s 
Board of Directors, to name a few. 
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Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Overall, it was an auspicious week 
for our Sacramento Kings, in spite of a 
frustrating loss to the New York Nicks. 

The difference was defense, and it 
was a noticeable change in the way 
the team collectively played defense. 
Davion Mitchell brought his usual 
tenacity to the hardwood, but Keon 
Ellis joined him in bringing a ferocity 
that was contagious, and resulted in a 
three-game stretch that was undoubt-
edly the best defense by the team this 
year.

Back-to-back wins over the 
Milwaukee Bucks and Los Angeles 
Lakers had pundits gaping, and won-
dering who are these guys?

I have to repeat what has been 
expressed over and over again, and 
that is this team can beat any team in 
the NBA on any given night. 

The playoffs are still a new phenom-
ena for this team, and whether they can 
bring that same intensity to the court 
over a seven-game stretch remains to 
be seen, but for the naysayers out there 
I say, do not count this team out!

Our 2022 acquisition Domantas 
Sabonis not only is leading the league 
in double-doubles and triple-doubles, 
he is currently 5th overall in assists.

If you’re a fan that watches from 
home and you haven’t been to Golden 
1 to see Domantas in action, you’re 
missing a real treat. Grab a ticket while 
you can and get out to see this gladi-
ator of the hardwood work his magic.

Currently the Kings are in a tenu-
ous 6th place position in the Western 
Conference, with the Memphis 
Grizzlies coming in Monday night, 
followed by a road trip with stops in 
Toronto, Washington, and Orlando. As 
always, this road trip will loom large, 
but if the Kings can somehow man-
age a winning record in the three-game 
trip, 6th or even 5th place is not out of 
the question. 

I have been critical, and rightfully 
so, of coach Brown’s inability to win 
challenges this season, but whether 
skill or luck, recently the Kings have 

been coming out on top. Keep up the 
good work Coach Brown. And, what 
is going on with the free-throw shoot-
ing? All of a sudden, the Kings are 
outperforming opponents, and actu-
ally looking like professionals from the 
charity stripe. With less than 20 games 
remaining in the regular season, find-
ing a rhythm going into the playoffs 
couldn’t come at a better time, and will 
be critical if the Kings want to advance 
to the second round. 

So, the question many are asking: 
Can the Kings match or surpass last 
year’s 48-win total? Surprisingly, I 
have talked to a lot of fans that don’t 
believe they can do it, but I am firmly 
in the other camp. I think this team has 
a higher level to their game, just as 
they’ve shown in the recent improve-
ment on defense.

Although I have not been a big 
Keon Ellis fan, I am all about giving 
out credit where credit is due, and this 
young man has been bringing a real 
NBA game to the court. His defense at 
times is smothering, and it was never 
so evident than last week, when he 
threw a blanket over perennial all-star 
Damian Lillard in last week’s blowout 
win against the Bucks.

If 2nd-year forward Keegan Murray 
and veteran Harrison Barnes can har-
ness some of the scoring they’re 
capable of, the next 16 games could be 
a rocket launch into the playoffs.

Both Keegan and Harrison have 
shown signs of the players we know 
them to be, so keep your fingers 
crossed.

Coach Brown remains commit-
ted to Kevin Huerter for reasons 
that remain a mystery to me. He has 
obvious other options, and I remain 
puzzled as to why he’s not employ-
ing the principle of playing the best 
player, or even who is hot at the 
moment.

Fans are all over the board as it 
relates to Huerter, and I would love 
to see him find some of the magic he 
displayed last season.  

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
Our son will be grad-

uating from high school 
in May, and then heading 
off to college in August. 
He will also be work-
ing during the summer to 
save up money for school. 
When classes begin, do 
you think he should con-
tinue working a part-time 
job, or would it be better 
for him to focus solely on 
his studies?

– Brenda
Dear Brenda,
There’s really nothing 

wrong with either ap-
proach, especially during a 
kid’s first semester in col-
lege. As a parent, though, 
I’d urge you not to fall 
into the trap of thinking his 

grades will go down if he 
holds a job while in school. 
Research actually shows 
that, on average, kids who 
work while in college carry 
higher grade point averag-
es than those who don’t.

The reasons for this dif-
fer, depending on who you 
ask, but I think a lot of it 
has to do with them hav-
ing to learn to manage their 
time—and their lives—
more effectively. Lots of 
kids could pay their way 
through school, and not 
have to worry about stu-
dent loans, if they just used 
some of the time they spend 
watching television and on 
social activities at a job.

We never required our 
kids to work during the 
school year, but they were 
self-starters. And when 
they came home for the 
summer, there was no such 
thing as just lying around 
the house all day. They 
had jobs, and they made 
money. Of course, some 
of it went toward having a 
little fun during their time 

off. But we made sure they 
set some aside for the next 
school year, too.

Long story short, the phi-
losophy of not wanting kids 
at college to work so they 
can spend all their time 
studying is well-meaning, 
but misguided. For the 
most part, kids who work 
while they’re in school will 
make better grades and de-
velop into more mature and 
well-rounded individuals.

I hope this helps, Brenda!
– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of The 
Ramsey Show. He has ap-
peared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morn-
ing, Today, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business and 
many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people 
take control of their mon-
ey, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions  H

Well-Meaning,
But Misguided

Education is Failing America's 
Future by Forgetting its Past

By Jamie Gass and Chris Sinacola

In 2022, eighth grade test scores in civ-
ics and U.S. history hit record lows. The 
decline didn't start with pandemic school 
closings. But they made it worse and 
revealed its extent. 

Less than half of adults can name the 
three branches of the U.S. government. 
Another 25% can't name even one. And 
just over one-third of Americans can pass 
the U.S. citizenship test.

These sad facts are a reminder that the 
future success of our nation is far from 
guaranteed. We must acknowledge the 
imperfections of our current system and 
work to reform them -- a challenging but 
hardly impossible task.

For starters, history curricula should be 
based on the United States' founding doc-
uments: the Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution, and the Federalist Papers.

Some states have prioritized reading 
primary sources and writing assignments 
so that students develop background 
knowledge, vocabulary, and the ability to 
advance evidence-based arguments. The 
1993 Massachusetts Education Reform 
Act, for example, prioritized the study of 
U.S. history through primary documents 
in each grade and required passing a U.S. 
history exam for high school graduation.

South Carolina, California, Alabama, 
Indiana, and New York have also previ-
ously adopted rigorous state standards for 
history and social science.

In some cases, these reforms were 
repealed in favor of trendier classes 
in "social studies." But the principles 

underlying the 1993 Massachusetts law 
and others like it got the fundamental ques-
tions right. They are worthy of revival. 

All states should also require a passing 
mark on a civics test or the U.S. citizen-
ship exam for a high-school diploma. 
Today, only eight states do so.

If we're to truly become the educated 
society the Founders envisioned, we'll 
have to invest in better training for teach-
ers as well. Most states have dropped even 
basic requirements for people entering the 
teaching profession, blaming a shortage of 
qualified labor. 

Finally, the institutes of higher learning 
that train teachers must convey the cen-
trality of civics and history in a curriculum 
geared toward producing good citizens.

Education is the responsibility of state 
and local actors. Rather than retaining 
the top-down approach that has led to our 
current failures, school systems should 
engage with parents to understand their 
educational priorities for their children. 
Expanded school-choice programs can 
provide the means for parents to go else-
where when they are dissatisfied with 
available public education options.

The importance of a nonpartisan, fact-
based U.S. history and civics education 
cannot be overstated. Without one, stu-
dents will not be able to take their place as 
informed and engaged citizens dedicated 
to preserving the legacy of America's 
Founders.

We know how to provide that sort of 
education. We just need the will to make 
it happen. The future of our great country 
depends on it. 

Thank A Veteran Today

TRUSTEE SALE

T.S. No. 23-66927 APN: 0113-
071-040 NOTICE OF TRUST-
EE’S SALEYOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 10/27/2016.  
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE.  IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER.A public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for 
cash, cashier’s check drawn 
on a state or national bank, 
check drawn by a state or fed-
eral credit union, or a check 
drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, 
or savings association, or sav-
ings bank specified in Section 
5102 of the Financial Code 
and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state will be held 
by the duly appointed trustee 
as shown below, of all right, 
title, and interest conveyed to 
and now held by the trustee 
in the hereinafter described 
property under and pursuant 
to a Deed of Trust described 
below.  The sale will be made, 
but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed 
of Trust, with interest and late 
charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee 
for the total amount (at the time 
of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably es-
timated to be set forth below.  
The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. Trustor: 
RAMON PEREZ AND DEB-
RA PEREZ, HUSBAND AND 
WIFE AS JOINT Tenants duly 
Appointed Trustee: ZBS Law, 
LLP  Deed of Trust recorded 
10/28/2016, as Instrument No. 
201600096337, The subject 
Deed of Trust was modified 
by Loan Modification Agree-
ment recorded as Instrument 
201900056447 and recorded 
on 08/21/2019 and recorded 
as Instrument 202300013157 
and recorded on 03/31/2023., 
of Official Records in the of-
fice of the Recorder of Sola-
no County, California, Date 
of Sale:4/17/2024 at 9:00 AM 
Place of Sale: Vallejo City 
Hall, 555 Santa Clara Street, 
Vallejo, CA 94590    Esti-
mated amount of unpaid 
balance and other charges:  
$277,778.88Note: Because 
the Beneficiary reserves the 

right to bid less than the total 
debt owed, it is possible that at 
the time of the sale the open-
ing bid may be less than the to-
tal debt owed. Street Address 
or other common designation 
of real property: 422 WEST F 
STREETDIXON, CALIFOR-
NIA 95620Described as fol-
lows: As more fully described 
in said Deed of Trust A.P.N 
#.: 0113-071-040The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness 
of the street address or other 
common designation, if any, 
shown above.  If no street ad-
dress or other common des-
ignation is shown, directions 
to the location of the property 
may be obtained by sending a 
written request to the benefi-
ciary within 10 days of the date 
of first publication of this Notice 
of Sale. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in 
bidding at a trustee auction. 
You will be bidding on a lien, 
not on the property itself. Plac-
ing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible 
for paying off all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may ex-
ist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the proper-
ty.  NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to 
Section 2924g of the California 
Civil Code. The law requires 
that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale.  If you 
wish to learn whether your 
sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the resched-
uled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call 
(855) 976-3916 or visit this 
internet website www.auction.
com, using the file number as-

signed to this case 23-66927.  
Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in 
time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in 
the telephone information or 
on the Internet Web site.  The 
best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend 
the scheduled sale. NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have 
a right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you 
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property 
if you match the last and high-
est bid placed at the trustee 
auction. If you are an “eligible 
bidder,” you may be able to 
purchase the property if you 
exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to ex-
ercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of 
the trustee sale, you can call 
(855) 976-3916, or visit this 
internet website tracker.auc-
tion.com/sb1079, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
23-66927 to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was 
held, the amount of the last 
and highest bid, and the ad-
dress of the trustee. Second, 
you must send a written notice 
of intent to place a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trustee’s 
sale. Third, you must submit a 
bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after 
the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligi-
ble tenant buyer” or “eligible 
bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or ap-
propriate real estate profes-
sional immediately for advice 
regarding this potential right to 
purchase. Dated:  3/15/2024 
ZBS Law, LLP , as Trustee 30 
Corporate Park, Suite 450Ir-
vine, CA 92606For Non-Au-
tomated Sale Information, 
call: (714) 848-7920For Sale 
Information: (855) 976-3916   
www.auction.com Michael 
Busby, Trustee Sale Offi-
cerThis office is enforcing a se-
curity interest of your creditor. 
To the extent that your obliga-
tion has been discharged by a 
bankruptcy court or is subject to 
an automatic stay of bankrupt-
cy, this notice is for information-
al purposes only and does not 
constitute a demand for pay-
ment or any attempt to collect 
such obligation. EPP 39684
Pub Dates 03/22, 03/29, 04/05/2024 
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Riley Reviews
“DANTE: INFERNO TO PARADISE” 

A TASTE OF CULTURE ON PBS

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“DANTE: INFERNO TO 
PARADISE”  ON PBS

Ric Burns, the younger brother of 
noted documentary filmmaker Ken Burns 
(“The Civil War”), toils in the same genre 
with historical documentaries that have 
featured Andy Warhol and Ansel Adams.  

To date, his masterpiece is likely 
the eight-part series “New York: A 
Documentary Film,” a chronicle of the 
city’s history from the time that it was 
first settled by the Dutch in the early 17th 
century.

While the first episodes were broad-
cast in November 1999, and the eighth 
episode in September 2003, there was 
apparently a plan for a ninth episode 
which has not yet come to fruition, and 
the PBS website yields no information.

Beginning this month, Ric Burns’ 
“DANTE: Inferno to Paradise” is a two-
part, four-hour documentary chronicling 
the life, work and legacy of the great 14th 
century Florentine poet, Dante Alighieri, 
and his epic masterpiece, “The Divine 
Comedy.” 

“Dante knew he was writing something 
very different and very special.  And ‘The 
Divine Comedy’ is one of these books 
that are made every once-in-a-while in 
human history,” says Oxford scholar 
Elena Lombardi, in an interview for the 
film.

This two-part film makes Dante’s 
incomparable achievement come alive 
for a worldwide English-speaking audi-
ence, exploring his hypnotically beautiful 
14,233-line poem, in which crucial issues 
of politics, power, corruption, sin, vio-
lence, virtue, beauty, humility and 
compassion mingle and converge.

PBS would have you know that this 
film addresses universal human questions 
at once “timeless and urgently relevant 
to our own time: questions of morality 
and truth, life and death, the love of fam-
ily and children, the love of country, the 
belief in something larger than oneself, 
the love of God.”

The sweep of this epic, unprecedented 
film has been seven years in the making, 
utilizing an extraordinary group of schol-
ars and actors from the United States, 
Italy, France, and Britain.  

The actors likely unknown to us 
include Antonio Fazzini in the role of 
Dante, Fattori Fraser as Dante’s wife 
Beatrice, Dikran Tulaine as Virgil, and 
Alan Cox as Boccaccio.  What is import-
ant is that this project was conceived by 
Italian scholar Riccardo Bruscagli along 
with Ric Burns.    

The film undertakes a gripping odys-
sey into the depths of Dante’s turbulent 
life, the faction-torn times he lived in, 
and the great poem he left behind.  Along 
the way, the film juxtaposes stunning cin-
ematography from across Italy.

Most dazzling is the array of paintings, 

drawings, manuscripts, maps, and fres-
cos, many filmed on location and in the 
original spots in Florence, the Vatican 
and elsewhere.  This really whets the 
appetite for a vacation in the nation that 
is shaped like a boot. 

Woven throughout, forming the film’s 
narrative and emotional core, are dra-
matic re-enactments filmed for the 
production in locations from Florence 
to Carrara and Ravenna and beyond, in 
scenes drawn from “The Divine Comedy” 
and the “Vita Nova,” the masterwork of 
Dante’s early career.

Part One of the film, “Inferno,” 
chronicles the historical background of 
medieval Florence from 1216 to Dante’s 
birth in 1265, and recounts the dramatic 
details of Dante’s childhood, education, 
and early political career, culminating in 
his exile in 1302.

Dante’s decision to begin “The Divine 
Comedy” in 1306, plunging thereaf-
ter, with Dante and his readers, into the 
underworld of the poem itself where, 
guided by the Roman poet, Virgil, Dante 
will meet a vast cohort of historical and 
mythological figures.

Guided through the Nine Circles of 
Hell, Dante eventually arrives at the 
center where Lucifer resides.  After 
escaping Hell, Dante and Virgil will go to 
Purgatory and then Dante makes his way 
to Heaven.    

You could skip the film and go straight 
to the 2010 video game, “Dante’s 
Inferno,” where Dante is imagined as a 
Templar knight from The Crusades and 
guided by the spirit of Virgil to fight 
through the nine circles to rescue his wife 
Beatrice from the clutches of Satan.

Part Two, “Resurrection,” explores 
Dante’s experience in exile, and his com-
pletion of the last two parts of “The 
Divine Comedy,” shortly before his death 
in Ravenna in 1321.  

Interweaving scenes are drawn from 
Dante’s life in exile with passages pulled 
from Dante’s journey up the mountain of 
Purgatory and then up through the incan-
descent celestial spheres of paradise.

Part Two finishes with an account of 
the final years of Dante’s life, ending 
with his death in exile, and goes on to 
explore the literary and cultural afterlife 
and impact of Dante’s masterpiece from 
the time of his death down to the present.   

A fair question is posed by Riccardo 
Bruscagli in the film, when he asks “Why 
should we care about Dante Alighieri?”  
Well, because “Dante addresses the core 
of our humanity.  Dante had the ambition 
of embracing everything – of embrac-
ing the sense of us being humans on this 
planet.”

To satisfy your intellectual curiosity 
and thirst for culture while waiting for 
more pedestrian fare in the next action or 
comedy film, watching “Dante: Inferno 
to Paradise” on PBS just might be 
the ticket. H
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Fortune favors the 
bold in this high-stakes, 
middle-grade adventure 
where turning back is not 
an option.

The “Delta’s,” Sarah, 
West, and Hannah, were 
masters of escape rooms, 
landing on many leader-
boards above adult teams. 
But they are about to face 
their toughest challenge 
yet.

When Sarah discov-
ers a yellow slip of paper 
taped to her front door, 
her life quickly changes. 
Now, with her family’s 
impending move, Sarah 
knows she will have to 
come up with something 
big to save her house. As 
big as the legend of “The 
Triplet Treasure-” A fun 
house created decades 
before with an unknown 
famous prize for anyone 
who solves it. But tragedy 
struck before the comple-
tion, and all that is left is 
an abandoned house and a 
decades old legend. 

However, no job is too 
big for the Deltas, and if 
Sarah was going to save 
her family, they would 
have to act fast. The Deltas 
had been through every 
type of escape room, but 
nothing prepared them for 
what lay ahead. 

The moment they found 
the secret passage that led 
inside, they realized this 

wasn’t a typical escape 
room. This was a cir-
cus-themed house, where 
they weren’t just looking 
for clues but would have 
to attempt dangerous acts 
while facing their great-
est fears in order to move 
forward. 

The 16 locked rooms, 
were not for the faint of 
heart. They would have 
to face swinging ropes, 
hanging boxes, grand illu-
sions, giant statues, and 
even one lipstick wear-
ing goat. The deeper 
they went, the crazier it 
became, and the more 
they realized there was no 
turning back; in fact, they 
would have to solve it in 
order to get out. 

Goonies meets Escape 

from Mr. Lemoncello’s 
Library meets Willy 
Wonka, in a middle-grade 
mystery adventure that 
combines  the  mos t 
brilliant and unique chal-
lenges with a bit of wit 
and lots of excitement. 
The Mystery of Locked 
Rooms is the perfect mys-
tery adventure for today’s 
reader that combines real-
life events and problems 
with high-caliber riddles 
and clues that will stump 
even the most experienced 
escape room player. 

Thoroughly thought 
out, with no detail left 
unturned, Lindsay Currie 
delivers a fast-paced, 
high-tempo book that will 
keep readers up way past 
their bedtime, trying to 
uncover the mystery for 
themselves. Every item 
is a clue, and every clue 
is its own riddle, prov-
ing that the impossible is 
not truly impossible if you 
work together as a team. 

This book is sure to be 
a top read of the season, 
proving that adventure, 
friendship, and solving 
mysteries is still the win-
ning combination. Find 
this wherever books are 
sold, and for more infor-
mation, quizzes, and the 
chance to win an excit-
ing adventure pack, head 
to https://www.lindsay-
currie.com  

The Mystery of Locked Rooms
by Lindsay Currie 

♦ Publisher: Sourcebooks 
    Young Readers
♦ Intended Audience: 
   Middle Grade (Ages 8-12)  
♦ Release Date: April 2, 2024

Thank A Veteran Today
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Announcement
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-439- 5645 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing- Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author̀ s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup – 
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion – Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR?? 
Your car donation to Patriotic 
Hearts helps veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running 
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495.  (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama ahora: 
1-844-244-5441 (24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehi-
cle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans
DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
Golf and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-641-5762( Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Financial
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
’V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

’84 Corvette, 88,000 miles, 
engine is extremely strong, 
4 speed tranny, get’s up and 
goes. Interior needs work. 
Primered. First $2,500 drives 
it away. 530-742-9144 leave 
message. (TFN)

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (Cal-SCAN)

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-888-892-5598  
 (Cal-SCAN)

Help Wanted
Hiring Now- immediate vacan-
cies available. Part time fit-
ness enthusiast with customer 
service background. $18-20 
per hour to work a mixed 
schedule weekly. Respond to 
FSHevents@Riversidemgmt.
com. 707-316-8190 (3/15/24)

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. For 
a limited time, we’re waiving all in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24) Call 
1-833-985-4766  (Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health
SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-855-480-0769 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Landscaping/
Maintenance 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Visit: mpg8.com  
for current and 

back issues

Advertising 
Works!

Need Help?

          Hire a
           Pro!

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • FINISH THE LYRICS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Swell up
6. Pendulum’s path
9. Type of salmon
13. *Steve Miller Band: 
“I want to fly like an 
____”
14. Simon & Garfunkel, 
e.g.
15. Popular winter boot 
brand
16. Ohio city
17. Lodge
18. Squirrel away
19. *Glenn Frey: “The 
pressure’s high just to 
stay alive ‘cause ____ 
____ is on”
21. *John Travolta in 
“Grease”: “I got ____, 
they’re multiplyin’”
23. Automated teller
24. Clarified butter
25. Bad-mouth, slangily
28. Stag
30. Tartans
35. “I’m ____ you!”
37. Commies
39. Monocot’s alter-
native
40. Road’s edge
41. Living room center-
piece?
43. Prefix meaning “left”
44. Deadly snake
46. Sasquatch’s cousin
47. Court petitioner
48. Blood infection
50. Indian flatbread
52. Opposite of post-
53. Sound of impact
55. *Duran Duran: “Her 
name is ____, and she 
dances on the sand”
57. *The Beatles: “Take 
a sad song and make 
it ____”
60. *Elvis: “We’re 
caught in a trap, I can’t 
____ ____”
64. Relating to a mode
65. Scrooge’s excla-
mation
67. Memory failure
68. Bouquet thrower
69. Number of candles on 
a cake
70. Musketeers’ weapons
71. Picnic invaders
72. “Just kidding!”
73. Did, archaic

DOWN
1. *The Go-Go’s: “They got 
the ____”
2. 100,000, in India
3. Cameron Diaz’ Fiona, e.g.
4. Hula dancer’s hello
5. These are held to be true
6. Miners’ passage
7. *Tainted Love: “Once I 
ran to you, now I ____”
8. “Lord of the Flies” shell
9. Like the other side of the 
pillow?
10. Certain kind of exam
11. Not his
12. Antiquated
15. Protection from a sword
20. To death, in French (2 
words)
22. ____ B vaccine
24. Manna from heaven
25. *Bon Jovi: “Tommy 
used to work on the ____”
26. Habituate
27. Spaghetti ____
29. *Don McLean: “Drove 

my chevy to the ____”
31. Pains
32. Frost over (2 words)
33. Capital of Delaware
34. *Tennessee Ernie Ford: 
“I owe my soul to the 
company ____”
36. Geishas’ sashes
38. “____ ____ good 
example”
42. Royal topper
45. ____-tattle
49. Pronoun
51. Refused to act, archaic
54. City-related
56. Giraffe’s striped-legged 
cousin
57. *Bruce Springsteen: 
“Tramps like us, baby we 
were ____ to run”
58. Change a manuscript
59. Small amounts
60. Make sharper
61. Newspaper piece
62. Applications
63. Midterm, e.g.
64. Wharton degree, acr.
66. Back then

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

www.IndependentVoice.com

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice 
    Facebook: @DIVMPG8
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024000346

The following persons are doing 
business as: Tasty Every Hour 
Chinese Restaurant, 630 Orange 
Drive Suite F, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
YLS Trio LLC, 830 Orange Drive 
Suite F, Vacaville, CA 95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
February 28, 2024. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration February 27, 2029. The 
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: March 8, 15, 22, 29, 2024 
TASTY 3-29-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLONO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU24-00651
Hilberto Delgado filed a petition 
with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows: Hilberto 
Delgado  to Gilbert Delgado
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written 
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing. May 
6, 2024, 10:00 a.m. Department 
7, Room 2, Superior Court of 
California, County of Solano, Old 
Solano Court House, 580 Texas 
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: February 21, 2024
Publish: March 1, 8, 15 and 22. 2024
DELGADO 3-22-24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF  

DOLORES HARRIET DERMAKE 
CASE NO. PR24-00134

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of 
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of Dolores Harriet 
Dermake.
 A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by Hollie F. Ben-Yosef, in 
the Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, requesting 
John DePiazza be appointed as 
personal representative(s) to ad-
minister the estate of the dece-
dent.
 The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the executor to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, 
the executor will be required to 
give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
have consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.
 A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
April 11, 2024, 9:00 a.m. in Dept 
10 Room 305; Superior Court of 
California, County of Solano, 600 
Union Street, Fairfield, CA 94533. 
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or 
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other 
California statutes and legal au-
thority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk. 

The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney for 
Petitioner is: Michael G. Abrate, 
655 University Avenue, Suite 230, 
Sacramento, CA 95825; 916-550-
2688
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 2024
DERMAKE 4-5-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU24-01144
Gogis Diaz-Valdez filed a petition 
with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows: Gogis Diaz-
Valdez to Gogis Valdez.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written 
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing. April 
17, 2024, 9:00 a.m. Department 
3, Room 3, Superior Court of 
California, County of Solano, Old 
Solano Court House, 580 Texas 
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: March 1, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
VALDEZ 4-12-24

TRUSTEE

T.S. No. 0125002227
Notice of Trustee’s Sale 
APN: 0111-160-130; 0111-160-
140; 0111-160-160 You Are In 
Default Under A Deed Of Trust 
Dated 3/17/2020. Unless You 
Take Action To Protect Your 
Property, It May Be Sold At A 
Public Sale.  If You Need An 
Explanation Of The Nature Of The 
Proceeding Against You, You 
Should Contact A Lawyer. On 
4/3/2024 at 9:30 AM Santa Clara 
Street entrance to City Hall 555 
Santa Clara Street, Vallejo, CA , 
Old Republic Title Company, a 
California corporation,  as the duly 
appointed Trustee under the 
Deed of Trust recorded on 
3/18/2020, as Instrument No. 
202000022222,   of Official 
Records in the office of the 
Recorder of Solano County, 
California, executed by: 8077 
Hyde Road Agricultural Holdings 
LLC,  a Delaware limited liability 
company, as Trustor, BFSP LLC, 
a Delaware limited liability compa-
ny, as Lender/Beneficiary, Will 
Sell At Public Auction To The 
Highest Bidder For (payable at 
time of sale in lawful money of the 
United States by cashier’s check 
drawn on a state or national bank, 
check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a check drawn by 
a state or federal savings and loan 
association, or savings associa-
tion, or savings bank specified in 
Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in the state) all right, title and 
interest conveyed to and now held 
by it under said Deed of Trust in 
the property situated in said 
County, California, describing the 
land therein: See Exhibit “A” at-
tached hereto and made a part 
hereof. The street address or oth-
er common designation, if any, of 
the real property described above 
is purported to be: 8077 Hyde Rd. 
8037 Hyde Rd. Dixon, CA The un-
dersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the 
street address and other common 
designation, if any, shown herein. 
Said sale will be made is an “AS 
IS” condition, but without cove-
nant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, posses-
sion, or encumbrances, to pay the 
remaining principal sum of the 
note(s), advances, if any, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, es-
timated fees, charges and ex-
penses of the Trustee and of the 
trusts created by the Deed of 
Trust, to wit: $20,226,097.10 
(Estimated). Accrued interest and 
additional advances, if any, will in-
crease this figure prior to sale. It is 
possible that at the time of sale the 
opening bid may be less than the 
total indebtedness due. Notice To 
Potential Bidders: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property 
lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding 
at a trustee auction. You will be 
bidding on a lien, not on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. 
You should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may be a 
junior lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are or 
may be responsible for paying off 
all liens senior to the lien being 
auctioned off, before you can re-
ceive clear title to the property. 
You are encouraged to investi-
gate the existence, priority, and 
size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office or 
a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult ei-
ther of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one 
mortgage or deed of trust on the 
property.  Notice To Property 
Owner: The sale date shown on 
this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the 
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, 
or a court, pursuant to Section 
2924g of the California Civil Code. 
The law requires that information 
about trustee sale postponements 
be made available to you and to 
the public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you wish 
to learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if appli-
cable, the rescheduled time and 

date for the sale of this property, 
you may call  or visit this internet 
website https://mkconsultantsinc.
com/trustee-sales/, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
0125002227. Information about 
postponements that are very short 
in duration or that occur close in 
time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in the 
telephone information or on the 
internet website. The best way to 
verify postponement information 
is to attend the scheduled sale. 
For sales conducted after January 
1, 2021: Notice To Tenant: You 
may have a right to purchase this 
property after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of the 
California Civil Code. If you are an 
“eligible tenant buyer,” you can 
purchase the property if you 
match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an “eligible bidder,” you 
may be able to purchase the prop-
erty if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to 
exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call , or visit 
this internet website https://mk-
consultantsinc.com/trust-
ee-sales/, using the file number 
assigned to this case 0125002227 
to find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and the 
address of the trustee. Second, 
you must send a written notice of 
intent to place a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 
15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so 
that the trustee receives it no more 
than 45 days after the trustee’s 
sale. If you think you may qualify 
as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “el-
igible bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional im-
mediately for advice regarding this 
potential right to purchase. This 
property which is subject to this 
Notice of Sale does not fall within 
the purview of California Civil 
Code Section 2923.5. Date: 
2/28/2024 Old Republic Title 
Company, as Trustee1000 
Burnett Avenue,  Suite #400 
Concord, California 94520 
(866)248-9598 by: /s/ Debbie 
Jackson, Vice President Exhibit 
“A” Legal Description  Parcel I: 
Parcel 1 as shown on that certain 
Parcel Map recorded September 
13, 1991, in Book 36 of Parcel 
Maps, at Page 64, Solano County 
Records. Excepting Therefrom 
the interest of the County of 
Solano in and to the Easterly 30 
feet thereof, as conveyed in the 
Deed recorded April 8, 1991, as 
Instrument No. 910022490, 
Official Records. Excepting 
Therefrom 1/2 of all oil, gas, cas-
inghead gas, asphaltum and other 
hydrocarbons and all chemical 
gas, now or hereafter found, situ-
ated or located in all or any part or 
portion of the lands herein de-
scribed lying more than five hun-
dred feet (500’) below the surface 
thereof, together with the right to 
slant drill for and remove all or any 
of said oil, gas, casinghead gas, 
asphaltum and other hydrocar-
bons and chemical gas lying be-
low a depth of more than five 
hundred feet (500’) below the sur-
face of, but without any right what-
soever to enter upon the surface 
of said land or upon any part of 
said lands within five hundred feet 
(500’) vertical distance below the 
surface thereof.  APN: 0111-160-
130 Parcel II: Parcel 2 as shown 
on that certain Parcel Map record-
ed September 13, 1991, in Book 
36 of Parcel Maps, at Page 64, 
Solano County Records. 
Excepting Therefrom the interest 
of the County of Solano in and to 
the Easterly 30 feet thereof, as 
conveyed in the Deed recorded 
April 8, 1991, as Instrument No. 
910022490, Official Records. 
APN: 0111-160-140 Parcel III: A 
portion of the Northeast 1/4 of 
Section 13, Township 13, 
Township 7 North, Range 2 East, 
Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian, as 
described in the Conditional 
Certificate of Compliance record-
ed July 24, 2007 as Instrument 
No. 2007-81349, Official Records, 
as follows: “Being a portion of the 
lands of Antoinette Hall, Trustee of 
the Antoinette Hall Living Trust, 
dated January 27, 1992, as de-
scribed in the Document filed in 
Book 1992, Series 29521, Solano 
County Records, being more par-
ticularly described as follows:  
Commencing at a point on the 
East line of Section 13, Township 
7 North, Range 2 East, M.D.M., 
said point being on the centerline 
of Hyde Road, said point also be-
ing  the Northeast corned of said 
lands of Hall; thence Westerly 
along said Northerly line of Hall, S 
89° 59’ 46” W 30.00 feet to the 
point of beginning of the herein 
described Parcel “A”; thence leav-
ing said Northerly line of Hall 
Southerly and parallel with the 
center of Hyde Road, 30.00 feet, 
measured at right angles, Easterly 
from the center of Hyde Road, S 
0° 03’ 43” W 1,259.97 feet to the 
beginning of a curve concave to 
the Northwest having a radius of 
30.00 feet; thence Southwesterly 
47.06 feet along said curve 
through a central angle of 89° 52’ 
57” to a point on the Northerly line 
of Hackman Road, said point be-
ing 30.00 feet, measured at right 
angles, Northerly to the center of 
Hackman Road; thence Westerly 
along the Northerly line of 
Hackman Road S 89° 56’ 40” W 
2,571.11 feet; thence leaving said 
Northerly line of Hackman Road, 
N 0° 33’ 23” W 1,292.32 feet; 
thence N 89° 59’ 46” E, 2,614.99 
feet to the point of beginning.” 
APN: 0111-160-160 DIXON 
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OF THE DIXON CITY COUNCIL
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PROJECT:  Comprehensive Update to Dixon Zoning Ordinance, Various Edits to the 
Dixon Municipal Code, Amendments to the General Plan 2040 Text and 
Land Use Map - The project entails the following City-initiated amendments:

 Comprehensive Update to Zoning Ordinance – Repeal the existing City of 
Dixon Zoning Ordinance as Title 18 of Dixon Municipal Code (DMC) and adopt a 
comprehensive update to the Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance governs 
matters such as permitted and conditional uses of property, development 
standards, and administrative procedures for land use permits. Purposes of the 
comprehensive update to the Zoning Ordinance include conforming the Zoning 
Ordinance to the recently adopted Dixon General Plan 2040, complying with 
new State/Federal laws, and reorganizing, modernizing, and streamlining the 
Zoning Ordinance. The comprehensive update to the Zoning Ordinance will apply 
citywide to all parcels located within the City of Dixon. A public review draft of the 
new Zoning Ordinance was prepared and published on December 1, 2023.

 Comprehensive Update to Zoning Map – A comprehensive update to the 
City of Dixon Zoning Map is proposed to 1) reclassify 5,400 parcels to new zoning 
districts and 2) rezone 731 parcels to conform to the General Plan 2040 land 
use designations assigned to those parcels. The comprehensive update to the 
Zoning Map has the potential to affect all parcels located within the City of Dixon. 
A public review draft of the proposed Zoning Map was prepared and published on 
December 1, 2023.

 Various Municipal Code Amendments – As a result of the comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance update, various minor amendments to other sections of 
the DMC are also proposed to reorganize sections of the DMC and to ensure 
consistency with the new Zoning Ordinance. The associated DMC amendments 
will apply citywide to all parcels located within the City of Dixon. The associated 
edits to the DMC will amend the following sections:

 • Cannabis Business Pilot Program (DMC Sections 6.12.040.B.2 and 
6.12.040.E)

 • Kennels and Catteries – Generally (DMC Section 7.03.010)
 • Bees (DMC Section 7.04.050)
 • Noise Control (DMC Section 9.05.010)
 • Emergency Medical Service First Responder Fee (DMC Section 

11.14.070)
 • Shopping Car Regulation (DMC Section 11.15.040)
 • Trucks and Truck Routes within the City Limits (DMC Section 12.06.050)
 • Street Trees (DMC Section 13.05.030)
 • Water (DMC Section 14.02.275)
 • General Provisions of Subdivision Ordinance (DMC Section 17.01.040)

 General Plan Text Amendments – The General Plan 2040 text amendments 
consist of text revisions to the following land use designations: “Downtown Mixed 
Use” (DMU) and “Campus Mixed Use” (CAMU). The DMU and CAMU land use 
descriptions are contained in the Land Use and Community Character Chapter of 
the General Plan 2040 (Page 3-15). The text amendments clarify the intent, rules, 
and standards of the DMU and CAMU land use designations. The General Plan 
text amendments will affect all parcels located in the CAMU and DMU land use 
designations within the City of Dixon.

 General Plan Land Use Map Amendments – The General Plan Land Use Map 
is proposed for an amendment to correct mapping errors that occurred during the 
original development of the General Plan 2040 Land Use Map, and also to better 
reflect current zoning, ownership, and use of existing parcels. The General Plan 
Land Use Map amendment will affect the following parcels, which are located in 
different areas of the City: APNs 108-110-190; 108-110-470; 108-110-500; 108-
261-270; 108-300-090; 108-300-100; 0109-030-110; 113-063-020; 113-111-050; 
113-111-060; 113-111-070; 113-111-080; 113-111-110; 113-111-120; 113-111-
130; 113-111-140; 113-111-150; 113-111-160; 113-255-020; 113-286-360; 113-
321-130; 113-334-090; 113-342-190; 113-361-110; 113-423-100; 114-055-030; 
114-055-040; 114-055-050; 114-100-040;114-171-370; 115-060-150; 115-090-
080; 116-062-070; 116-062-080; 116-062-090; 116-063-070; 116-063-080 + 3 
public right of way properties.

 In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), it has 
been determined no further environmental review is required for the project. The 
Environmental Impact Report that was certified for the original General Plan 2040 
applies to this project and there are no additional significant impacts, pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines section 15162 (Subsequent EIR). This project is also exempt 
from environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) 
(Commonsense Exemption).

  Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 7:00 pm at Dixon City Hall, City Council Chambers, 600 
East A St., Dixon, CA 95620. This meeting will be physically open to the public. 
All members of the public may participate in the meeting by attending the meeting 
or remotely participating via video conferencing at http://www.zoom.us or via 
teleconference by calling (669) 900-9128 (Entering Meeting ID: 988 621 1137 and 
Passcode: 604754) and will be given the opportunity to provide public comment.

 You may view the City’s project website at www.cityofdixon.us/zoningupdate 
to view the Public Review Draft of the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map, General 
Plan text amendments, General Plan Land Use Map amendment, and associated 
Municipal Code Amendments, as well as all videos, documents and staff reports 
from prior meetings related to this project.

 For additional information, you may contact Raffi Boloyan, Community 
Development Director, at (707) 678-7000 x 1114, or rboloyan@cityofdixon.
us. You may also come to City Hall, 600 East A St., Dixon, CA 95620 to look at 
the file for the proposed project. The office is open weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. The staff report for this item will be issued at least 72 hours before the 
meeting at https://www.cityofdixon.us/MeetingAgendasMinutesVideos and 
will also be placed on the project website.

 This project was reviewed by the Planning Commission on February 13, 2024 and 
recommended for approval to the City Council with recommendations. The City 
Council will now consider the project, the Commission’s recommendation and 
public comment and make a decision on the project.

 All interested parties are invited to attend the public hearing, in person or remotely, 
to express opinions or submit evidence for or against the proposed application. 
Testimony from interested persons will be heard and considered by the City 
Council prior to making any decision on the application.

 The meeting will be physically open to the public and all persons attending the 
meeting must abide by all State rules and public health guidelines, regarding 
masking and social distancing in City Council chambers.

 Prior to 4:30pm on the day of the meeting, written comments can be: 1) emailed 
to CityCouncil@cityofdixon.us or 2) mailed/dropped off to: City of Dixon, City 
Council, 600 East A St, Dixon, CA 95620 and must be received by 4:30pm on the 
day of the hearing. Copies of written comments received will be provided to the 
City Council and will become part of the official record, but will not be read aloud 
at the meeting.

 You may also attend the public hearing at the time and location listed above 
or participate remotely, to provide comments during the meeting. To speak or 
provide comments remotely during public comment period, you may: 1) via video 
conferencing click on “raise hand,” or 2) via teleconference press *9.

At the above time and place, all letters received will be noted and all interested parties will be 
heard. If you challenge in court the matter described above, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered at, or prior to, the above referenced public hearing (Government Code 
Section 65009 (b)(2)).

Upon request, the agenda and the documents in the meeting agenda packet can be made 
available to persons with a disability. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
the City encourages those with disabilities to participate fully in the public meeting process. Any 
person requiring special assistance to participate in the meeting should call (707) 678-7000 (voice) 
(TTY) at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

The Dixon City Council will hold a hybrid PUBLIC HEARING to consider the following project:

CEQA:

HEARING
DATE &
LOCATION:

MORE
INFORMATION:

WHAT
WILL HAPPEN:

PUBLIC
COMMENTS: 
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to Bowen. Dixon Unified 
School District received 25 
applications from across 
the country, holding two 
rounds of interviews with 
many highly-qualified can-
didates, Bowen said. 

From the 25 applications, 
Cuevas said, the district 
“narrowed our interview 
schedule to seven candi-
dates and ultimately came 
to a unanimous decision 
on who we believed best 
aligned with the leader-
ship profile and who would 
best lead the next era of our 
school district.”

Dixon Vice-Mayor Kevin 
Johnson, the government 
liaison for the school dis-
trict, said it is critical that 
the city and Dixon Unified 
School District have a solid 
working relationship and 
open communication to 
ensure the best environ-
ment and opportunities for 
city children. 

“We are dedicated to 
working with DUSD to 
make sure we have a pro-
ductive relationship during 
their leadership transition,” 
Johnson said.  

Bowen said the board 
will assist the prospective 
new leader in their role, 
offering informative com-
munity perspectives.  

“We also bring a wealth 
of experience in the work 
force and perspectives to 
consider,” Bowen said. 
“The board's primary role 
is to envision what Dixon 
wants and needs for our 
community's school and 
for the new superintendent 
to fulfill that vision.”

Cuevas said the mem-
bers are an important part 
of fulfilling that vision. 

“The superintendent is 
the board’s one employee 
that we directly manage,” 
Cuevas said. “Who we 
choose next will have a 
multi-generational impact 
on our families and our 
community.”

The board president 
said getting it right and 
ensuring the transition is 
thoughtful and intentional 
will be the difference on 
the success of the incom-
ing administration.

“First and foremost, 
reliable and consistent 
communication is criti-
cal,” Cuevas said. “It is not 
only one of the top prio-
ries listed on the leadership 
profile, it is also certainly a 
top priority for the board.” 

As the “face of our 
schools,” Bowen said, it 
is important that the new 
superintendent be attuned 
to what the community 

wants,” adding “any person 
doing any job has things 
that are strengths and areas 
for growth.” Ideally, the 
new superintendent's areas 
of strength align with what 
both the community and 
board see as important 
attributes to lead the public 
schools in the right direc-
tion, Bowen added.  

The new superinten-
dent will also work with 
Vice-Mayor Johnson, who 
said “the city is commit-
ted to meeting with Dixon 
Unified School District 
quarterly, additional meet-
ings are added as necessary 
for special projects.”

In the end, Cuevas said, 
“parents and families play 
an integral part in our pub-
lic education system and 
intentionally including 
them in the process is a 
must.”

“It has been a privilege 
to see our board lean in and 
lead differently,” Cuevas 
said. “Seeing our commu-
nity reciprocate this shift is 
both energizing and moti-
vating and we are just 
getting started.”

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t 
Voice reached out to 
Superintendent Dolan for 
comment, but he did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.  

New Superintendent Hire 
Announced Soon

Dixon Unified School District 
Superintendent Brian Dolan 
is resigning from his position 
he began in 2011. Photo courtesy 
of Dixon Unified School District

Dixon Unified School District 
Board President Julian 
Cuevas. Photo courtesy of Dixon 
Unified School District 

 Dixon Unified School District 
Board Vice-President David 
Bowen. Photo courtesy of Dixon 
Unified School District 

DWIC Offers Scholarships, Grants
By MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - For more than a century, 
the Dixon Women’s Improvement Club 
(DWIC) has supported projects that are in 
the best interests of the Dixon community, 
beginning with the establishment of the 
DWIC Park, followed by securing funding 
for the Dixon Carnegie Library that contin-
ues to serve Dixon to this day.

DWIC has provided funds in the past 
for disaster relief, senior citizen projects, 
community literacy, and well-baby clinics 
in addition to the college/training school 
scholarship program that was initiated in the 
1980s for graduates from Dixon and Maine 
Prairie High Schools through respective 
offices. This year and thanks to the success 
of the annual Valentine’s Dinner at Bud’s 
Pub & Grill, DWIC is pleased to offer four 
$1,000 and four $500 scholarships.

Also, a community grant program was 
piloted by DWIC in 2018 offering organiza-
tions the opportunity to apply for an award 

up to $1,000 in funding. If interested there is 
an application process to follow and a dead-
line to be met. Funds awarded must be used 
to support the Dixon community.

To apply, please complete and mail the 
DWIC 2023 Community Grant Application 
and a letter describing your organization, 
why you feel you should receive the award, 
and details for the project for which you 
are requesting funding. Deadline to sub-
mit is Friday, April 26, 2024 (postmark.) 
Questions? Contact Teri Brown at (916) 
601-3371.

The founders of this club were women 
from families that had settled in the Dixon 
area following the Gold Rush of 1849 and 
were interested in beautifying and improv-
ing the town of Dixon. The club is open 
to anyone who is interested in joining and 
guests are welcome. From September 
through May, the club meets the third 
Wednesday of the month usually from 1 to 
3 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall at the Dixon 
United Methodist Church. 

Continued from page 1
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City of Dixon Mid-Year Budget 
Adjustments Report Net Increases

By Angela Underwood 

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon Mayor Steve 
Bird and the Dixon City Council 
approved a $600,000 increase in the 
fiscal year 2023-24 budget.

The figure is $605,266 to be exact, 
according to Dixon Finance Director 
Kate Zawadzki, who presented city 
officials with budget projections 
and adjustments at the March 5 City 
Council meeting. Before breaking 
down the budget, Zawadzki explained 
that the mid-year update was "slightly 
different than the quarterly update" 
due to more departmental input.

Zawadzki  expla ined  tha t  the 
mid-year budget update included 
an additional $2,332,387 in reve-
nues. After the new expenditures of 
$605,266, the city’s mid-year budget 
will have a net increase of revenue 
totaling $1,727,122.

"Obviously,  we are very con-
cerned about the finances as well, so 
we are monitoring the revenues and 
expenses, looking at this very closely, 
to see how we can get this budget 
more into balance," Zawadzki said.

Mid-year budget adjustments are 
presented after all city departments 
examine their expenses, projecting 
where they might save money or fall 
short by the year's end. The finance 
director said the request is "fairly 
close" to what she projected during 
the last quarterly update.

"I am projecting that at the end 
of this year, we would end with a 
fund balance of about 39%, which is 
about 11 and a half million dollars," 
Zawadzki said.

Although Zawadzi said she did 
"decrease property tax projections 
slightly this year," final figures are 
uncertain due to Solano County's 
backlog of property tax sales records.

"As you are aware, the county had 
some difficulty with a software imple-
mentation and they are very far behind 
on updating properties or any property 
splits that have occurred or any sales 
transactions that have taken place in 
the last nine months," Zawadzki said.

The finance director said Solano 
County officials informed her that it 
should be corrected by next year.

"We will have to see if they catch 
up by then," Zawadzki said. "Because 
in addition to the tax collector's office 
being behind, I had a conversation 
with the county assessor and audit 
controller, and it is definitely impact-
ing them organizational-wise."

While property tax projections still 
need to be clarified, sales tax reve-
nue does not, according to the finance 
director, who said the city of Dixon 
uses HdL Companies for accurate 
statewide comparison assessments.

"They are useful in providing this 
for most of the cities in the state, and 
so something that they can do because 
sales tax information is proprietary 
and you can't access other jurisdic-
tions," Zawadzki said regarding HdL's 

statewide comparison. 
"If they see the hours drop sud-

denly or unexpectedly, they can look 
at the other cities and see if some-
body misreported, if it ended up in 
the wrong jurisdiction, or if this is a 
decline we are seeing in the state," 
Zawadzki said. 

The projections help the finance 
department know where sales tax 
revenues are going, according to 
Zawadzki, who told officials that 
there is some recovery money in the 
sales tax coffers for fiscal year 2023 
and 2024. The increase in General 
Funds of $317,000 is due to Public 
Works and Police Department over-
time because of injuries or vacancies.  

"Public Works have been doing 
more community events since the city 
is more involved in those," Zawadzki 
said. "It requires more city staff time, 
and that is where the increase in their 
overtime budget request comes from."

Law enforcement overt ime is 
directly related to overtime staffing 
due to injury or vacancy; however, 
the finance director said Dixon's 
Police Department is "very creative 
in ways to cover those vacancies 
without overtime, so when they 
incur, it is just something they could 
not avoid.”

Some of the funds needed will 
cover several employee separations, 
leaving the city of Dixon to pay out a 
contract leave balance.

"And when you have longtime 
employees separating, the numbers 
can be quite large," Zawadzki said. 

The General Fund's mid-year cap-
ital outlay includes a cabling project 
for information technology, a new 
HVAC for the Police Department ser-
vice room and a pool plaster project. 
The finance director said that any 
wastewater fund deficit is due to cap-
ital projects but the city's "reserves 
are strong enough to support."

W h i l e  Z a w a d z k i  d i s c u s s e d 
water, sewer, and transit funds, she 
explained that those are enterprise 
funds, which come from a sepa-
rate account. Before approving the 
increase, Councilmember Tom Bogue 
wanted to confirm that up to $300K 
for a proposed shade structure was 
included within the budget.

"It was allocated in the budget," 
Zawadzki said. I think that the depart-
ment is still investigating the shade 
structure and various operations, but 
as far as what is allocated, you have 
not approved a contract yet."

Zawadzki said that $15,000 would 
be decreased from the final requested 
number since additional funds were 
no longer needed for the arena for-
tification project. Before the final 
vote, the finance director informed 
officials that the fiscal year 2024-
25 budget process had begun, with 
departments letting her know what 
they anticipated needing in the 
future. Zawadzki will present those 
requests on May 6. 

California Tomato Farmers Scale 
Down Acreage After Huge Crop

California farmers are scaling down 
their processing tomato acreage this year 
as processors enter the planting season 
with boosted inventory. The state’s tomato 
processors planned to contract for 11.6 
million tons this year, down about 10% 
from the 12.9 million tons they contracted 
for in 2023. In 2023, California growers 
harvested their largest tomato crop in sev-
eral years after winter storms replenished 
water supplies. Processors looking to bol-
ster inventory depleted during the drought 
paid a record-high price. Now acreage is 
declining as demand softens for processed 
tomato products.
Famed Research Farm Seeks Financial 

Help As Income Declines
The commonplace practice in California 

of applying precise water to individual 
plants rather than broadcasting with sprin-
klers may not have taken off if not for 
the research trials conducted decades ago 
at the Nickels Soil Laboratory in Colusa 
County. The privately owned research farm 
in Arbuckle is often credited with helping 
to propel the state’s tree nut industry to the 
powerhouse it is today. Now, just as grow-
ers have faced tough times as the price 
of almonds and walnuts has plummeted, 
research funding for Nickels has depleted 
because of shrinking crop revenue. 

New federal climate-risk reporting rule 
imposes softer standard than in California

California is the first state in the U.S. 
to pass laws that eventually require large 
corporations to publicly disclose green-
house gas emissions and their climate 
risks. The U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission followed suit last week. 
But it approved a weakened federal reg-
ulation that drops a proposed requirement 
for companies to report emissions from 
their supply chains and customer use of 
their products. Opponents argued that the 
reporting rule would burden farmers, who 
provide most raw products that go into the 
food supply chain. 

State Completes Vast Groundwater 
Mapping Project

The California Department of Water 
Resources has completed a ground-
water mapping project that the agency 
said provides critical information about 
California’s underground water supply. 
DWR announced the completion of the 
statewide Airborne Electromagnetic, or 
AEM, survey project last week. Between 
December 2021 and November 2023, the 
agency collected nearly 16,000 miles of 
AEM data within 95 groundwater basins 
across California. DWR said the data “is 
invaluable for identifying the most suit-
able locations to implement groundwater 
recharge projects.” H
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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - There 
was little surprise that the 
Rotary Club of Dixon was 
the first to meet and exceed 
the criteria for the Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
inaugural Nonprofit of the 
Year award at the annual 
Celebrate Dixon event. The 
club just celebrated its 20th 
anniversary of their annual 
crab feed and almost every 
area of need in this city has 
been assisted in some way 
by this club.

President  Marianne 
MacDonald accepted the 
award and had everyone in 
the club that was present at 
the event to stand.

“It was over the top 
to be recognized,” she 
said enthusiastically. The 
club has contributed over 
$100,000 annually.

“Their long time works 
for our community has 
always gone above and 
beyond,” read one nomi-
nation. “Find a cause and 
their name seems to pop up 
to fill it. We nominate not 
only for all of their finan-
cial contributions but for 
the countless number of 
hours each member gives 
of themselves.”

A n o t h e r  n o m i n a -
tion letter read, “Rotary 
International is the oldest 
and most prestigious ser-
vice club in the world. No 
other nonprofit in Dixon 
can claim as many mem-
bers nor as many service 
projects.

The mission of Rotary 
Club in Dixon is to pro-
vide community service 

that will strengthen both 
local and international 
commun i t i e s .  Loca l 
members work together 
to support that mission 
through donations, vol-
unteerism, club activities, 
and projects to feed, heal, 
shelter, educate, inspire, 
enlighten, and nurture 
those in need.

Club activities and 
projects give members a 
chance to do something 
for others and to sense this 
self-fulfillment that comes 
to them in the process. It is 
richly rewarding.

The Rotary Club of 
Dixon was chartered 
more than 90 years ago, 
and its members have 
worked diligently to live 
up to the standards of ser-
vice required by Rotary 
International. Here are 
some of the many ways the 
community—in particular 
local students, teachers, 
senior citizens, and vet-
erans-- have benefitted 

through their work:
Scholarships to graduat-

ing seniors, new teacher’s 
luncheon, Camp royal, 
Eagle Scout, Sober Grad 
Night, Teen Center, 5th 
grade camp, mentoring/
tutoring Maine Prairie 
High School students, 
Providing backpacks to 
MPHS students, indi-
vidual veterans in need, 
senior luncheons, Rotary 
Crab Feed,  Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa, Golf 
Tournaments, May Fair, 
4th of July Fireworks, 
Dixon Family Services, 
and the Dixon Dolphins. 
They also provided relief 
funds to the Hawaii 
Fire disaster, Alzheimer 
Association, and Polio 
Eradication Program.”

MacDonald received an 
etched glass plaque from 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and numerous certificates 
from Senate and Assembly 
o f f i c i a l s  a n d  l o c a l 
dignitaries. 
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Grab-n-go Breakfast with Bunny

Mr. Bunny high fives a little guy at last year's Kiwanis Breakfast with the Bunny. The bunny will 
be on hand for photos at this year's simpler event. DIV File Photo

By MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The annual Kiwanis 
Breakfast with the Bunny will be on 
the simple side this year but may pair 
perfectly with a busy spring day for 
children.

“We felt this aligns well with other 
family and community events and activ-
ities happening later that same day,” 
said club president Kristin Janisch. “We 
hope to be the first stop for families get-
ting out to enjoy the holiday fun being 
offered by multiple businesses and orga-
nizations in Dixon.”

Foregoing the usual pancakes at the 
Moose Lodge, the club is exchanging 
plans for a ‘Continental Breakfast’ at 
the Chamber/REMAX office, 220 North 
Jefferson. It will be held on March 30 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

“With the long-range forecast show-
ing strong for a lovely spring day, we are 
planning to hold an outside event free for 
the community. We will be setting up on 
the plaza here at the Depot Building and 

there will be grab-n-go breakfast items 
being provided,” said Janisch. 

The Bunny, of course, and other pho-
to-spot tableaus will be set up plus there 
will be games, activities, book give-
aways, and treats for the children. No 
reservations are necessary.

Kiwanis International was founded 
in 1915 in the United States and has 
grown to an international organization of 
volunteers. Members improve their com-
munities, make lifelong friendships, and 
most importantly, help children thrive, 
prosper, and reach their full potential.

It has over 700,000 members and 
more than 16,000 clubs in more than 79 
nations and geographic areas who devote 
more than 18.5 million hours to service. 
The local Kiwanis meets on the fourth 
Monday of each month for a no-host din-
ner to hear speakers and/or plan service 
projects and is looking to grow the club 
with like-minded volunteers. 

They welcome new members. For 
more information, call the club president 
at (408) 489-6526. 

Rotary First Honored

Chamber of Commerce Board Chair Joe Bruch listens to 
Rotary Club President Marianne MacDonald ask club members 
to stand after being named Non-profit of the Year. “Because we 
do go above and beyond,” she said. Photo by Nicolas Brown


