
localtownpages



Page 2   Spring Home & Garden |  www.localtownpages.com      April 2024

375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 
5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

Please visit our website for ideas on your upcoming fence project

PVC Vinyl - 100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: 

Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

SPRING IS UPON US!
CHAIN LINK

Galvanized and Vinyl Coated

Custom Cedar GatesOrnamental Aluminum/Steel

COMPLETE LINE OF RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FENCING

FENCING MATERIALS 
Available for the Do-It Yourself Install

We have been your official 
Eastern Illusions Dealer 

since 2005

Complete Life Of Residential & Commercial Fencing
375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

“Fencing materials 
always available for 

sale for the Do-It 
Yourself Install.”

Custom Cedar
Galvanized & Vinyl Coated 
Chain Link • Ornamental 

Aluminum & Steel
Please visit our website at nsfenceri.com 
for ideas on your upcoming fence project

100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

NOW OPEN
FOR THE

2016 SEASON
Get a Head Start on Your 
SpriNg prOjEct
Call to schedule an appointment. 
Visit our Webster for great deals!
www.nsfenceri.com

Professional Service & Installation

How to create a sunroom
As fall inches closer to winter, 

it’s not uncommon for people to 
look to the coming cold with a de-
gree of  lament. Spring, summer 
and fall provide ample 
opportunities to enjoy 
the great outdoors, 
but such chances are 
few and far between 
once the winter freeze 
settles in. Though 
winter might compel 
the masses to huddle 
up inside, there’s still 
a way to take in the 
great outdoors on 
cold winter days and 
nights.

It might not prove 
an exact substitute 
for summer nights 
around the firepit, 
but a sunroom affords 
homeowners a chance 
to marvel at snowy 
winter landscapes 
without venturing out 
into the cold. Some-
times referred to as 
“all-season rooms,” 
sunrooms can make 
for a great retreat on 
quiet summer morn-
ings or crisp autumn afternoons. 
Sunrooms can be treated as 
blank canvasses, which makes 
decorating them more fun. But a 
few tricks of  the trade can help 

homeowners turn their blank 
canvasses into welcoming spaces 
to take in all that nature has to 
offer throughout the year.

• Define the purpose. The 
experts at Better Homes & 
Gardens recommend home-
owners decide how they 
want to use the sunroom be-
fore they begin decorating it. 

When the weather gets too 
chilly to dine outside, will the 
sunroom serve as an alterna-
tive dining space in the same 

way patios and decks do 
during the warm weather? 
Or do homeowners want 
to turn their sunrooms into 
reading rooms? Though it’s 
possible to make sunrooms 
multipurpose spaces, it may 
be hard to create a relaxing 
vibe in rooms that are too 
crowded with furnishings 
or too busy. Defining how 
the space will be used also 
makes it easier when shop-
ping for furnishings.
• Define when the room will 
be used. In addition to de-
fining how the room will be 
used, homeowners should 
give ample consideration to 
when the room will be used. 
A year-round sunroom will 
need to be heated, while 
a three-season sunroom 
likely won’t require heat-
ing. Cooling might be a 
concern on hot summer af-
ternoons, but many home-
owners will likely spend 

such days outside anyway, so 
cooling the room may be as 
simple as installing a ceiling 
fan and ensuring windows 
can be opened to let fresh air 
in. Homeowners who want a 

year-round sunroom should 
install insulated glass to keep 
the room even warmer when 
the mercury dips.

• Opt for bright colors. Bright 
colors can make sunrooms 
feel all the more inviting and 
make for a perfect match with 
all the natural light already 
in the room. The renovation 
experts at HGTV note that 
white walls and ceilings can 
maximize the warm illumina-
tion of  the natural light that 
will be pouring in from the 
floor-to-ceiling windows. Bet-
ter Homes & Gardens adds 
that brightly colored cushions, 
pillows and area rugs with 
similarly hued colors and pat-
terns can add visual interest 

and texture to a sunroom.
• Make use of  a view. Home-

owners needn’t direct too 
much of  their focus on decor 
if  their sunrooms come with 
a view. Art on the walls and 
other decorative items around 
the room are less important if  
a sunroom affords a view of  
the ocean or a lake or dense 
woods that attract local wild-
life. In rooms with a view, ar-
range furniture so residents 
and guests can comfortably 
look outward and take in all 
the surround landscape has to 
offer.
Sunrooms are a great place 

to take in nature no matter the 
weather.  

Did you know?
Perhaps due to changing weather patterns that have made 
Mother Nature as unpredictable as ever, Florida rooms 
are wildly popular. These rooms, sometimes referred to as 
“sunrooms,” enable a home’s inhabitants to take in the beauty 
of nature even on those days when the weather outside is 
less than welcoming. The cost of a sunroom addition varies 
greatly and is affected by a host of variables, including the 
existing structure and whether or not homeowners aspire 
to utilize the room year-round or during the three seasons 
when temperatures are at their most moderate. According to 
HomeGuide, the cost to install an 8 x 10 three-season Florida 
room averages between $6, 000 and $18,500. The same 
size room built to be enjoyed year-round can cost between 
$16,000 and $28,000. Homeowners may choose to create 
larger Florida rooms, but the cost will increase with each 
square foot added to the project. Such costs are considerable, 
but homeowners should know that adding square footage to 
a home typically increases the home’s resale value, meaning 
it’s likely they can recoup a considerable percentage of their 
Florida room investment when selling their home.  
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What to know about installing a pool at home
Summer is a season of  relax-

ation when school is not in ses-
sion, vacation season is in full 
swing and people everywhere 
are getting outside and soaking 
up the summer sun. It’s hard 
to imagine how that can get 
any better. But it can for people 
thinking of  installing a pool in 
their backyard.

Pools definitely have a wow 
factor that’s hard to replicate. 
Homeowners considering pool 
installation can take note of  these 
factors as they try to decide if  a 
pool is right for them.

Cost
The cost to install a pool 

depends on a host of  factors, 
including which type of  pool 
homeowners are considering 
and where they live. According 
to the online home improvement 
resource Angi (formerly Angie’s 
list), the average cost to install an 
above ground pool in the United 
States in 2022 was $3,322, while 
the average inground pool in-
stallation in the same year was 
$55,000. That’s quite a dispar-
ity in price, and homeowners 

should know that the average 
cost of  each project is higher in 
certain regions and under certain 
circumstances. Potential ancil-
lary costs, such as excavation and 
plumbing relocation, will add to 
the final cost of  the project. The 
erection of  fencing around the 
pool if  no fencing currently sur-
rounds the area where the pool 
will be located also will add to the 
final cost.

Pool type
As noted, above ground pools, 

on average, require a consider-
ably smaller financial investment 
than inground pools. This is an 
important consideration, but 
which option may ultimately 
prove the better investment is 
worth researching. Homeowners 
can speak with a local real estate 
professional to determine if  an 
inground pool or above ground 
might yield a significantly higher 
return at resale. If  an inground 
pool is likely to increase property 
value by a substantial amount, it 
could be well worth the extra up-
front costs.

Maintenance
Pools are undeniably fun, but 

they still require maintenance. 
The experts at Better Homes & 
Gardens note that vinyl liners in 
pools last approximately six to 
10 years, while painted concrete 
may require a fresh coat of  paint 
every five years. Plaster finishes 
may last as long as 15 years, 
while cement-coated products 
can last a lifetime. Pools also need 
periodic cleaning, and chemicals 
to keep the pool operating safely 
and cleanly will require an ad-
ditional, if  somewhat minimal, 
financial investment. Homeown-

ers investing in a new pool should 
be aware of  the maintenance 
required to keep the pool clean 
and be willing to do that main-
tenance. And though homeown-
ers typically can open and close 
pools on their own, it’s also pos-
sible to hire someone to do it for 
a relatively small fee each season.

Location
A survey of  the land in a yard 

can reveal how smoothly a pool 
installation may or may not go. 
Though it’s possible to install a 
pool in just about any yard, some 

spaces might require greater prep-
aration and pre-installation effort 
than others. Sloped backyards, for 
example, may require the services 
of  a landscape architect to pre-
pare the space, which can extend 
the time it takes to complete the 
project and add the overall cost.

These are just some of  the 
factors that merit consideration 
when mulling a pool installation. 
A homeowners’ best resource 
might be a local pool company 
who can visit a home, provide an 
estimate and point out any chal-
lenges that may arise during the 
install.
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,

 NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

7 Day rental

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

Tips to avoid the buildup of clutter
Clutter has a way of  taking 

over a home. As time goes by, 
items that are not stored or dis-
carded when they’ve lost their 
utility can gradually take over a 
space, creating a claustrophobic, 
cluttered feeling that can affect 
how people feel in their homes.

Clutter is not something to be 
taken lightly. A 2010 study pub-
lished in the journal Personality 
and Social Psychology Bulletin 
found that women who charac-
terized their living spaces as clut-
tered or marked by unfinished 
projects were more likely to ex-
perience fatigue and depression 
than women who described their 
homes as restful and restorative. 
Though clutter is often discussed 
in terms of  removing it, there’s 
also many ways to prevent it in 
the first place. 

• Schedule weekly cleaning ses-
sions. Cleaning is a chore few 
look forward to, and that re-
luctance may be a byproduct 
of  infrequent cleanings. The 
less a home is cleaned, the 
longer cleaning sessions take 
when individuals get around 
to it. Weekly cleaning sessions 

can help prevent items from 
stockpiling and creating a 
cluttered look. 

• Discard items when they’re 
no longer used. Holding on 
to items you no longer use 
will eventually contribute to 
the buildup of  clutter. That’s 
a lesson parents know well, 
as kids outgrow toys, which 
can then pile up and contrib-
ute to overcrowded toy chests 

and play rooms. Adults also 
have a hard time discarding 
their own toys, including old 
devices. As kids outgrow toys, 
let them choose which ones 
to discard before they’re re-
placed with new items. The 
same goes for adults, who 
can wipe old devices like tab-
lets, smartphones and laptops 
clean and discard them once 
they’ve purchased replace-

ments.
• Make it easy to find stored 

items. Even the most well-
organized person can fall vic-
tim to clutter if  stored items 
prove difficult to find. When 
revamping storage systems, 
choose clear, stackable draw-
ers so you won’t make a mess 
as you look for stored items 
you can’t find. Clear, stack-
able plastic bins and drawers 

make it easier to find what 
you’re looking for, reducing 
the likelihood that items will 
end up on the floor or strewn 
about. If  you don’t want to 
replace existing storage bins, 
label them if  they’re not clear 
to make it easier to identify 
what’s inside.

• Donate clothing. Much like 
kids’ toys and adults devices 
should be discarded when 
they’re no longer used, old 
clothes can be donated to cre-
ate more storage space and 
prevent the buildup of  clutter. 
Clutter is often described as 
something visible to the naked 
eye, but clutter can also build 
up in dresser drawers and be-
hind closet doors. Periodically 
go through closets and dress-
ers and remove items you no 
longer wear, donating them if  
they’re still in good shape and 
discarding them if  they’re not.

Clutter can quickly take over a 
home. A proactive approach that 
emphasizes clutter prevention 
can make for a more relaxing 
and restful home.

Donating clothing that is no lon-
ger worn is a simple way to avoid 
the buildup of clutter at home.
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SPB Design Build 
55 N. Main St., Uxbridge, MA 01569
(508) 922-1565 
spbbuild@gmail.com

Over 40 Years of Home
Building and Remodeling
Experience 
Stephen P. Benoit is an indus-
try leading expert in multi-
generational, disability 
inclusive, and age-in-place 
home design and construction.

Home Transformation To Span A Lifetime
With purposeful designs that prioritize the
current and future accessibility needs of your
family, we specialize in custom renovation 
to meet ADA standards and allow you to
age-in-place. Your existing home reimagined
for your longevity. Inconspicuous adaptation
of your kitchen, bathroom, entryway, 
and outdoor space allowing barrier-free 
living for generations to come.

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

W.P. Ducharme Builders
No Job Too Small from Start to Finish on 
All Your Home Improvement Project Needs

•Custom Additions•Custom Additions
•Garages•Garages
•Kitchens•Kitchens
•Bathrooms•Bathrooms
•Painting•Painting
•Maintenance•Maintenance
   free decks   free decks
•Storm damage & working with your insurance co.•Storm damage & working with your insurance co.

Bill Ducharme
508.631.1804 | wpdbuilders@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

What to know about reseeding 
or replanting your lawn

Spring marks the return 
of  flowering plants and warm 
weather. And homeowners know 
that spring also ushers in the re-
turn of  home renovation season.

Homeowners undoubtedly 
have an extensive list of  projects 
on their to-do list this spring, 

and that may include helping 
their lawns and gardens recover 
after a long winter. Unpredict-
able weather, which can include 
drought and excessive rainfall 
and everything in between, can 
take its toll on a lawn. In cer-
tain instances, the best solution 
may be planting new grass. But 
homeowners can consider these 

tips before they begin the process 
of  reseeding or replanting their 
lawns.

• Scarify the lawn. Scarifying 
a lawn can help to create a 
clean slate, but the timing 
must be right. Various lawn 
and garden experts, includ-

ing those at BBC Gardeners’ 
World Magazine, recommend 
scarifying in spring or early 
autumn. But don’t jump the 
gun when scarifying in spring 
by scarifying before the lawn 
has started to grow after a 
dormant winter. Scarify when 
the soil is a little wet and the 

grass is once again actively 
growing. Scarfiying can re-
move any lingering weeds 
from last season and also pull 
up any moss that might have 
taken hold over the winter. 
Without weeds and moss to 
contend with, freshly planted 
seeds are in better position to 
thrive.

• Work with a landscaping pro-
fessional. Homeowners with 
manageable lawns can likely 
scarify their own lawns with a 
relatively inexpensive plug-in 
scarifier. However, scarifying 
can be a strenuous physical 
activity, particularly for home-
owners with large lawns. In 
such instances, homeowners 
can benefit from working with 
a qualified landscaping pro-
fessional. Such a professional 
can scarify the lawn and sub-
sequently reseed or replant 
new grass. The latter task 
is not so simple, as the lawn 
care experts at Scotts® note 
that choosing the correct seed 
is a vital part of  reseeding or 
replanting a lawn. Choosing 
seed may sound simple, but 
it’s a potentially complex de-
cision that requires knowledge 
of  the existing grass, includ-
ing when to plant it. Certain 
grasses are best planted in 
spring or early fall, while oth-
ers are best planted in sum-
mer. A qualified landscaping 
professional can identify the 
existing grass and plan the 
seeding or planting around 
this important detail.

• Prepare to water the lawn. 
Watering is vital to the long-
term success and health of  

freshly planted grass seed. 
Scotts® urges homeowners 
to keep the top inch of  soil 
consistently moist, but not 
soggy. That requires a daily 
commitment, and setting a 
multi-function hose nozzle 
or sprinkler to the mist set-
ting once per day or more if  
it’s hot outside can increase 
the chances grass will grow in 
thick and strong. Scotts® rec-
ommends keeping the top two 
inches of  the soil moist until 
the new grass reaches a mow-
ing height of  roughly three 
inches. Once that benchmark 

has been reached, watering 
frequency can be cut back 
to about twice per week, but 
now the soil should be deeply 
soaked instead of  misted. The 
soaking will help roots grow 
deep into the soil.

Spring is a great time for 
homeowners in various regions 
to reseed or replant their lawns. 
With the right approach, home-
owners can enjoy a full and lush 
lawn throughout summer.
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Add a touch of color and whimsy to 
your yard with  

STAINED GLASS GARDEN ART  
Yard Stakes, Stepping Stones, 

Wind Chimes, and more! 
 from 

Barbara Connors’ Art Glass 
Studio 

835 Providence Rd (Rt. 122) 
Whitinsville, MA 01588 

508-266-7178 
www.bcartglass.com 

 
 
 

                    

CALL NOW TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT

SALE

*

*Sale does not include shutters or Lutron products

How homeowners can turn attics into livable spaces
Houses typically feature vari-

ous areas that are traditionally 
designed for storage, such as 
garages, basements and attics. 
However, with some renovation, 
these spaces can be transformed 
into livable areas. 

Homeowners who would 
like to convert attics into livable 
spaces need to take certain things 
into consideration before starting 
an improvement project. While 
the attic may seem like it has 
plenty of  room and is structurally 

sound enough to walk in, that’s 
not necessarily so. To be con-
verted into usable living space, 
an attic must be brought up to 
the standards of  modern build-
ing codes, according to the de-
sign experts at Board & Vellum. 

Retrofitting beams and insulation 
can eat up available space in an 
attic. Thus, it is best to consult 
an expert to see if  an attic can be 
converted. 

Furthermore, an attic that was 
not initially designed as a room 
when the house was built can 
add extra “load” upstairs if  it is 
converted. That could present 
certain structural problems. That 

means a structural engineer also 
must be consulted to see if  add-
ing beams, flooring and drywall 
will necessitate other changes 
elsewhere in the home to accom-
modate the extra load.

In order to have a functional 
attic room, building codes will 
dictate that it needs to be accessi-
ble by a full-size staircase. Also, it 
will need to have another exit in 
case of  an emergency so that will 
likely be an accessible window, 
according to the home informa-
tion site The Fill. Homeowners’ 
budgets and renovation plans will 
need to factor into these consid-
erations. Homeowners also are 
advised to check local permits to 
determine what else may be re-

quired to go forward. It is best to 
follow the rules. Lack of  a permit 
for work can affect the ability to 
sell a home down the line.

Individuals also should plan 
for  heating and cooling upgrades 
as the home will need to have 
ductwork installed in the attic, or 
at the least, a stand-alone heating 
and cooling unit. As heat rises, it 
can get quite warm in an attic, 

so ventilation and comfort should 
be considered. The attic will 
need to be wired for electricity 
for lighting and other needs. Air 
sealing and additional insulation 
can the attic space more comfort-
able as well. Consult with a quali-
fied electrician and an HVAC 
technician and have an energy 
audit done to discuss needs.

Attic renovations can give 
homeowners more space in their 
homes, which can be used as of-
fices, bedrooms or cozy corners. 
This is no small undertaking and 
all of  the right steps need to be 
followed to ensure a legal, safe 
and successful renovation. 
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Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

Driveways  ♦  Parking Lots  ♦  Pressure Washing

Crack Filling  ♦ Asphalt Repair

Landscape & MasonryLandscape & Masonry
MaterialsMaterials

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 2677 Broncos Highway2677 Broncos Highway
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI
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401-769-4286401-769-4286

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am - 12pm

• Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Compost
 • Garden Fertilizers  • Controls • Repellants 

• Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits 
• Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite • Flagstone
 • Cobblestone • Palletized Stone • Wood Pellets  
• Chimney Supplies • Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products • UniLock Pavers and Walls
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& Contractors 

Welcome!
Delivery 
Available

Keep groundhogs out of the garden 
Groundhogs take center stage 

on February 2nd. Individuals 
across the country anxiously 
await the news of  whether one 
of  these furry fellows sees his 
shadow or not — the latter indi-
cating that an early spring is on 
the horizon. 

Once Groundhog Day has 
come and gone, the humble 
groundhog regains its status as 
unwanted intruder. 

Groundhogs invade lawns 
and gardens in search of  fruits, 
vegetables and ornamental 
plants. Groundhogs also can 
make extensive burrows under 
the soil ripping up the landscape 
and potentially threatening the 
foundation of  a home. Keeping 
groundhogs at bay is a goal for 
many homeowners, and the fol-
lowing are some simple ways to 
do just that.
Make sure it’s a groundhog

Before taking any steps to 
repel groundhogs, first make sure 
it’s really these fuzzy critters who 
are wreaking havoc. Signs of  a 
groundhog infestation include:

• Feathery tops of  carrots have 

been removed.
• A large hole, around 10 to 12 

inches wide, under or near a 
storage shed or other struc-
ture with mounds of  dirt out-
side of  it.

• Tomatoes with large bites 
taken out of  them.

• Newly damaged plants no-
ticed in the afternoon (deer 
eat garden plants at night).

• Wide teeth marks on plants 
and bark.

• Tracks in the dirt that show 
four-clawed toes on the front 
paws and five on the back.

Once you’ve determined it’s 
a groundhog that is causing 
damage, you can try these 

strategies to keep them away.
• Harvest your garden fre-

quently to remove opportu-
nities for groundhogs to prey 
on produce. They’re particu-
larly attracted to cantaloupes, 
cabbage, green beans, cu-
cumbers, zucchini, and corn. 
They also like the tender 
greens from lettuce. Consider 
using raised garden beds so 
groundhogs will not have easy 
access.

• Groundhogs prefer camou-
flage around their burrows. 
Mow the lawn, pull weeds 
and clean up brush piles to 
deter groundhogs.

• Keep groundhogs from bur-
rowing under structures by 
burying chicken wire a foot 
underground and bending 
it at 90-degree angles away 
from structures or the garden.

• Apply safe repellents that use 
essential oils or flavors and 
scents that groundhogs do not 
like. Epsom salt is believed to 
repel groundhogs.

• Call animal control to have a 

groundhog relocated. Animal 
trapping professionals can live 
trap and release a ground-
hog elsewhere. Don’t try to 
trap a groundhog yourself, as 
they can be feisty and bite or 
scratch if  scared.

Groundhogs may be heroes 
for a day in February, but they 
quickly take a heel turn when 
they start to damage yards. Get-
ting groundhogs under control 
can help.  
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Have You Scheduled Have You Scheduled 
Your Spring Cleaning?Your Spring Cleaning?

 Oil
 Propane
 Kerosene 

 Plumbing 
 Air Conditioning
 Gas Heat

13 Cook St., Douglas, MA 01516
info@sochiasoil.com

508-476-2278
PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Call Sochia For Your Oil and Propane Needs!Call Sochia For Your Oil and Propane Needs!

What to know about landscape lighting 
Home improvement trends 

come and go, and one trend 
that has become wildly popular 
in recent years is recognizable 
in yards every night. Landscape 
lighting has transformed how 
people see and enjoy their prop-
erties at night, making it one of  
the more sought-after upgrades 
among modern homeowners.

Curb appeal is often seen 
through the lens of  how homes 
appear during daylight hours, 
but landscape lighting can make 
homes look better and more 
modern, and potentially safer, 
after the sun goes down. With 
such potential, landscape light-
ing is worth exploring for home-
owners looking to upgrade their 
properties.

Are there different types of 
landscape lighting?

When considering landscape 
lighting, homeowners should 
know that there are various op-
tions to consider. According to 
the lighting experts at Lumens, 
spotlights project a concen-
trated and narrow beam of  light 
that’s usually around 45 degrees. 
Spotlights are often chosen to 
highlight specific features on a 
property, like a component of  
the landscaping. Individuals who 
want to cast light over wider, 
more general areas may consider 
floodlights, which Lumens notes 
spread light up to 120 degrees.

Inground lighting is among 
the more sophisticated landscape 

lighting options. Lumens notes 
that inground lighting illuminates 
the whole of  a tree or structure, 
often creating a dramatic look. 
These circle-shaped lights also 
are great at illuminating walk-
ways and driveways.

Post lights are another out-
door lighting option, and these 
are often used to light up long 
walkways and pathways so it’s 
easier and safer to navigate dark 
areas at night.

Is landscape lighting a job a 
DIYer can handle?

Many homeowners consider 
a do-it-yourself  approach when 
pondering a potential home ren-
ovation, and a landscape lighting 

project is likely to inspire such cu-
riosity as well. The home experts 
at HGTV note that the feasibility 

of  DIY in regard to a landscape 
lighting project depends on the 
type of  lighting homeowners 
want to install and where they 
want to install it. Replacing an 
existing electrical fixture may be 
well within the skill of  a seasoned 
DIYer, but installing a new fix-
ture is a job best left to the pro-
fessionals. Homeowners whose 
homes currently have no or very 
little landscape lighting are al-
most certainly better off working 
with a professional. Solar lighting 
that does not require any electri-
cal work can be installed quickly 
and easily by anyone, but such 
options may not provide the look 
homeowners are aiming for.

How much lighting is 
necessary?

The amount of  lighting 
homeowners want to install is up 
to them. If  the home currently 
has little or no landscape lighting, 
a consultation with a professional 
can help to determine  how much 
lighting to install and where to 
install it. When discussing land-
scape lighting, homeowners may 
want to inquire about dimmers. 
Dimmers can increase or de-
crease lighting depending on the 
situation. For example, home-
owners may want a little extra 
light during a party, but less when 
relaxing alone outside at night. 
Dimmers allow homeowners to 
adjust as necessary.

Landscape lighting is a pop-
ular home renovation trend. 
Homeowners considering add-
ing landscape lighting to their 
property are urged to work with a 
skilled professional to devise and 
install a set-up that makes their 
homes more appealing at night.  
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HUSBANDS FOR HIRE

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

SERVICES

Specializing 
in handyman 

services, small 
home repairs, 

painting, 
tiling and much 

more...!!

FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED
Call Jesse Gantt for a Free Estimate 508-341-4303

HusbandsforHire@aol.com
www.hubbiesforhire.com Cont. Reg. #177126

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL  
• Tree Removal

• Pruning/Trimming • Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding

KEVIN LEMIRE - Owner
All Employees Are Covered Under Workers’ Comp Insurance

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

CharronTreeService.com
1060 Pulaski Blvd

Bellingham, MA 02019

Quality Timely Service!

How to create more privacy on your property 
An inviting backyard can 

serve as a welcome retreat from 
the hustle and bustle of  daily life. 
After a long day at the office or an 
exhausting day spent transporting 
kids to and fro, it’s hard to resist 
the allure of  a peaceful outdoor 
space in which to unwind.

Privacy is a key component of  

any backyard oasis. Some homes 
may be so remote that privacy 
isn’t an issue. But many subur-
ban homeowners recognize they 
might need to tweak their land-
scapes if  they hope to create a 
private oasis outside. 

Fencing or planting?
Most homeowners looking 

to create more privacy on their 
property will have to choose be-
tween fencing and planting. Fenc-
ing provides immediate privacy 
because, once it’s installed, no 
one can see into the yard. Fencing 
also doesn’t require watering or 
other immediate upkeep, which 
will be necessary when planting 

to ensure tree roots can establish 
themselves. 

But planting has its benefits as 
well. Planting for privacy is essen-
tially creating a living fence that 
can grow over time and provide 
even more privacy as trees reach 
maturity. Plants also tend to be 
less costly than fencing. The home 

renovation experts at BobVila.
com estimate that fencing proj-
ects typically cost between $1,667 
and $4,075. However, fencing 
projects can cost considerably 
more than $4,000, especially for 
homeowners with large proper-
ties they want to enclose. Large, 
mature trees can be expensive, 
though it’s unlikely they will cost 
as much as fencing. In addition, 
fencing requires more mainte-
nance and will potentially need 
to be replaced, while native trees 
won’t require much upkeep and 
can last for generations.

Planting
Homeowners who choose to 

plant for privacy will next have 
to decide which type of  plants 
to add to their properties. Ever-
greens provide year-round pri-
vacy because they don’t shed 
their leaves, so these are the ones 
most often chosen when creating 
a living fence. A number of  vari-
eties of  evergreen trees can do the 
job, but it’s important that home-
owners consult with a landscape 
architect prior to choosing trees 
so they can ensure the trees will 
thrive when faced with the grow-
ing conditions on their proper-
ties. During such a consultation, 
homeowners may discuss the fol-
lowing popular privacy trees.

• Leyland cypress: The Arbor 
Day Foundation® notes that 
the Leyland cypress is popu-
lar for hedges and boundar-
ies, likely because a typical 
tree reaches a mature height 
of  60’-70’ and can spread as 
wide as 25’. The Leyland cy-
press grows fast, which may 
appeal to homeowners who 
don’t want to wait to establish 
privacy.

• Green Giant Arborvitae: 
There are different variet-
ies of  the arborvitae, but the 
Green Giant tends to be the 
go-to option for privacy. The 
ADF notes that Green Giants 
will grow up to three feet per 
year until they reach matu-
rity, providing a fast-growing 
option for privacy planters. 

The Green Giant can spread 
as wide as 20 feet at maturity, 
which is another attribute that 
makes it so popular among 
homeowners desiring privacy.

• Eastern White Pine: The 
ADF notes that the eastern 
white pine, which can reach 
heights as high as 80 feet, is fa-
vored in spacious yards. That’s 
likely due to its height and its 
potential spread, which can 
reach 40 feet. Homeowners 
who choose the eastern white 

pine might like it for its resem-
blance to a Christmas tree, 
and in fact it is widely used 
for that purpose. The privacy 
provided by the eastern white 
pine is significant, but it might 
be best suited to especially 
large properties.
Whether it’s fencing or plant-

ing, homeowners have many 
options to consider as they seek 
to create more privacy on their 
properties.  
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Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

CIRASO’SCIRASO’S
MASONRYMASONRY
Chimney Repairs • Retaining WallsChimney Repairs • Retaining Walls

Foundation Repairs • Walkways/PatiosFoundation Repairs • Walkways/Patios
Stucco • Thin Stone VeneerStucco • Thin Stone Veneer

Call for FREECall for FREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATES 774-214-8900774-214-8900

NOTE: The membership promotion listed above cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. 
Based on a annual commitment and subject to a termination fee if not completed. Cannot be used in 
combination with any other discounts, promotions, discounted gift certificates/card or insurance discounts. 
No refunds and non-transferable. Other exclusions and rules may apply. 

60 Main St. Whitinsville MA 01588 | 508.234.8184
www.WhitinCommunityCenter.com

Discover why we’re voted the #1 Fitness Center!
•Fitness Center
•Gymnasium
•Locker Rooms/Saunas
•Original Pool
•Party Rentals

•Racquetball Court
•Spin/TRX/Barre Fusion Studio
•Youth Outreach
•7.5 Acre Whitin Park & more!

•Aerobic Studio
•Camp Whitin
•Community Events
•Competition Pool
•Early Learning Programs

The Blackstone Valley’s Most 
Complete Fitness & Recreation Center

FREE
Guided
Tours!

When you pay for a new or renewed membership 
In Full or by Monthly Draft, receive 25% off the 2024 
rates in addition to no joining fee! Renewals only 
available in person. 

ONE WEEK ONLY
APRIL 15th-21st

In Person
or Online!

Save
25%

Fitness. Family. Community.

Revitalize your landscape on a budget
Many homeowners think they 

have to spend tons of  green to get 
green in their landscape, but that 
isn’t necessarily so. Homeown-

ers can improve their landscapes 
without digging themselves into fi-
nancial holes. These strategies can 
help anyone save some cash and still 
end up with attractive gardens and 
more.

• Use stones or gravel for a walk-
way. If  commercially installed 
pavers or cement walkways are 
not within your budget, there 
are some affordable alternatives. 
Flagstone or individually pur-
chased and spaced pavers and 
pea gravel can be used to create 
pathways. Some construction 
sites even offer free stones when 
asked. Soften the look with moss 
or other plants on the perimeter.

• Remove some lawn. Lawns can 
require hours of  upkeep that 
may involve the application of  
expensive fertilizers and weed-
killing products that are not 
always so eco-friendly. Reduce 
the size of  a lawn by putting in 
a mixed planting bed of  peren-
nials or ornamental grasses, or 
use landscape fabric and mulch.

• Look for free mulch. Munici-
pal recycling centers may offer 
residents access to free mulch 
made from grinding up leaves, 
branches and other plant debris 
collected throughout the town. 
Simply bring a few containers to 
the recycling center and spread 
the mulch for an ornamental 
look or to insulate landscapes 
over winter and protect against 
weeds.

• Repurpose old items into plant-

ers. Old wheelbarrows, barrels, 
watering cans, and other items 
can be repurposed into con-
tainer gardening vessels. Figure 
out if  items marked for the gar-
bage bin can be incorporated 
into garden features instead.

• Invest in plants that are easy to 
propagate. Perennials are the 
gardener’s friend when it comes 
to saving money. These plants 
sprout anew each year, and 
many, such as sedum, catmint, 
ferns, hostas, and black-eyed 
Susans, can propagate by divi-
sion. Figure out the best times 
of  year to divide the plants 
and start growing them in indi-
vidual containers before plant-
ing the sturdy new shoots in 
the ground. A single variety of  
plants grouped together in mass 
plantings is affordable and easy.

• Shop end-of  season sales. Gar-
den centers may begin to make 

room for holiday items come the 
fall. Take advantage of  reduced 
costs on remaining plants and 
landscape accessories during 
this time of  year. Plants can be 
covered or allowed to thrive in-
doors until they can be planted 
in the spring.

• Pool your resources. Homeown-
ers planning on a big landscap-
ing or revitalization project may 
want to speak with neighbors to 
see if  they’re interested in doing 
the same. Contractors guaran-
teed business from a few homes 
in the same neighborhood may 
be willing to negotiate lower 
prices for the volume of  work 
on things like driveway repav-
ing, deck- or fence-building, or 
installation of  paver patios.
Some handy ideas can help 

homeowners transform landscapes 
without spending too much. 



April 2024 Spring Home & Garden |  Like us on Facebook Page 11

5 patio projects 
to enhance 
outdoor living

Warm weather paves the 
way to more opportunities to 
enjoy fresh air. For homeowners 
who have the luxury of  outdoor 
spaces, including private patios, 
now is the time to start thinking 
about projects to enhance these 
gathering spots.

A patio can be considered a 
transitional area that links the 
outdoors to the inside of  a home. 
According to the home and 
lifestyle resource The Spruce, 

a patio is often an oasis for 
lounging and entertaining. And 
depending on homeowners’ bud-
gets and preferences, a patio can 
be just as comfortable and stylish 
as interior spaces. The following 
are five patio projects that can 
transform these valuable spaces.
1. Pretty pergola

A pergola is an open-air 
(traditionally wood) structure 
that adds a measure of  shade 
and privacy without completely 
blocking views of  Mother Na-
ture. Installing a pergola over 
the patio helps define the seat-
ing area. Hanging plants can 
add to the ambiance and string 
lights can make this a great spot 
to gather when the sun sets.
2. Patio fire pit

Build a fire pit right into the 
design with the same materi-
als used to create the patio. For 
example, if  the patio is brick or 
flagstone, build up to create an 
eye-catching fire pit. Fire pits not 
only look good, they also expand 
the time frame that the patio can 
be enjoyed, offering cozy spots to 
sit even when the weather chills.
3. Frame it in

Make the patio a true exten-

sion of  the inside by putting up 
walls around three sides of  the 
patio if  it connects to the home. 
Leave the last open to the yard, 
or consider installing screens to 
mimic the look of  popular la-
nais. The walls will offer more 
weather protection, meaning you 
can invest in high-quality patio 
furniture to make this a fully 
functioning outdoor living room. 
Hang a television that is rated for 
outdoor use for movie-watching 

under the sun or stars.
4. Ooh la la

Vintage bistro tables and chairs 
can turn a drab patio into one that 
calls to mind a Parisian courtyard. 
Whimsical lighting and accents 
that you would normally think 
to see indoors, like a gilded mir-
ror, can add extra appeal. Soften 
wrought iron and other metals on 
the furniture by including plenty 
of  flowers and greenery. Don’t 
forget the candles and a place to 
stash a bottle of  chilling wine.
5. Farmhouse chic

Transform a patio into an 
entertaining space that caters to 
guests A large farmhouse style 
table flanked by benches and 
some upholstered chairs sets the 
scene for a dinner amid the fresh 
air. Watering cans filled with 
wildflowers and mismatched flat-
ware establish a casual feel for 
gatherings in the space. For those 
who plan to cook and serve out-
side with frequency, invest in out-
door appliances so you’ll never 
have to miss a beat with guests.

The options for transform-
ing patios into stylish gather-
ing spots is only limited by the 
imagination.

The Hosta Farm of Mendon 
52 Bates St., Mendon, MA 01756                                

 
            www.facebook.com/HostaFarm 

GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess  aarree  AAvvaaiillaabbllee  
Call  -  550088--663344--11991144    

or E-mail  -   hhoossttaa__ffaarrmm@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm  
 

Great Gift Idea for Moms, Dads, & Teachers too. 

Hosta Farm Days for 2024 
Come explore the nursery on any of these 7 Saturdays: 

 8 am - 4 pm        (rain or shine) 
 

May 18th             May 25th             June 8th             June 15th   
 

    July 27th               Aug 17th               Sept 14th 
Please come visit our gardens and shop 

our nursery on these days,  
but please respect the fact that  

we are only open to 
the public on these days. 
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124 Main Street, 124 Main Street, 
Millbury, MAMillbury, MA

(508) 865-4822(508) 865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - NoonSat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.comcslumberco.com

NOW STOCKINGNOW STOCKING
HardwareHardware
Lawn and Lawn and 
Garden SuppliesGarden Supplies

It's Deck Time!It's Deck Time!

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
• FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING 
Count on us for all your building Count on us for all your building 

material needsmaterial needs

Family Owned and Operated Since 1952Family Owned and Operated Since 1952

Ever wonder what a new kitchen 
would look like? Email me your 
measurements and “Want List.” 
I will do one colored rendering 

and email back to you.
Offer good til July 31, 2024

CABINET DEPOT
marscott.cabinetdepot@gmail.com


