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Specials available at any bankHometown  office for a limited time and may be withdrawn without notice.
17-MONTH CD 
5.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing checking account customers only. 
For new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock the bump up rate of 5.00% 
APY. 
4.75% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing customers without a checking 
account.
7-Month CD rates are effective as of 1/13/24. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 6 
months at the then current CD rate and term.
211-MONTH CD 
5.12% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing checking account customers only. For 
new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock the bump up rate of 5.12% APY. 
4.85% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing customers without a checking 
account.
11-Month CD rates are effective as of 1/13/24. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 12 
months at the then current CD rate and term.
For both 7-Month and 11-Month CDs, minimum balance to obtain APY is $0.01. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. 
Available for IRAs and business customers.
3CASH BONUS
Conditions apply.Member FDIC | Member DIF

5.00%APY1

7-MONTH CD

5.12%
11-MONTH CD

APY2

Open a NEW Get Real Checking® account and enjoy a 
CASH BONUS3!

Power up your savings!

open in-branch or online at bankHometown.com today!

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

Unlock your potential

10%
OFF

TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 03.31.2021

WHITINSVILLE  |  WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510
harbroauto.com/service

Valid until 4.30.2024

Exploring the Oxford Area
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Warmer weather makes us 
want to explore out-
door activities. As the 

sun warms our faces and hearts 
the search for fresh air recre-
ation beckons us. Here are some 
interesting areas to explore and 
experience with a nod and thanks 
to thecrazytourist.com website.

The Buffumville Lake Park is 
open to the public and has a chal-
lenging 18-hole disc golf course 
that will get your blood flowing 
and your walking exercise in at 
a good pace. Disc golf is a sport 
where Frisbee flying discs are 
thrown at a raised target basket 
surrounded by chains. The object 

is to land your disc into the basket 
using the fewest amount of throws. 
You can also hike the 7.2 mile Lake 
Shore Trail breathing in the fresh 
air and taking in nature’s beauty. 
There is a 300-foot sandy beach 
area, horseshoe pit, and picnic 
shelters. As the area is a flood 
control project maintained by the 
Army Corps of Engineers, it’s best 
to check their website for hours of 
operation which is mainly in the 
warmer months. 

The Midstate Trail could easily 
be renamed the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Trail according to the 
wordpress.com website as there 
is water almost everywhere and 
with the heavy rain we’ve had this 
spring, it may be one of the wettest 
trails you’ll ever encounter in the 

area but may be worth a try. Just 
make sure you carry your bug 
repellant as there may be a host 
of buggers to annoy you. En-
countering true nature is always a 
challenge.

Hodges Village Dam has been 
around since the 1950’s and this 
Army Corps of Engineers flood 
control project is the result of 
the severe 1936 flooding that 
occurred in Connecticut’s Thames 
River Valley. The area has 22 miles 
of trails complete with beautiful 
forest and wetlands for a hiker to 
discover. There is also a 13-hole 
disc golf course that runs along the 

Auburn Town Meeting 
to be held on May 7
Annual Elections held on May 21
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Auburn’s Annual Town Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, May 
7, at 6:00 p.m. in the Auburn 

High School auditorium. This is 
every resident’s opportunity to 
see how their tax dollars are being 
spent. 

The May 21 voting will be held to 
elect town officers and committees 
in the areas of Housing Authority, 
Library Trustees, Town Mod-

erator, School Committee, 
Selectmen, and Town Clerk. 
Town Meeting Members to 
be elected are in Precincts 1 
through 5: 8 members for 3 
years; Precinct 3: 1 member 
for 1 year; Precinct 4: 1 mem-
ber for 2 years; and Precinct 
5: 1 member for 1 year.  All 
precincts vote at the Auburn 

High School gym located at 99 Au-
burn Street, Auburn across from the 
I-290 entrance. There is no voting 
access through the main entrance to 
the high school. Voting hours are 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Additionally, Wednesday, May 
10, is the last day to register to vote 
at the Town Clerk’s office. Hours 
are from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Auburn 
residents who are 18 years of age by 
Election Day, May 21, may register 
to vote in the Town Clerk’s office.  A 

resident may register to vote 

by mail, in person, or online 
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
ovr/   The mail-in form must 
be postmarked on or before 
Friday, May 10, 2024 for the 
voter to be eligible to vote 
at the Annual Town Elec-
tion. Tuesday, May 14, is the 
last day to request a Mail-In 
Ballot.
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Vacuums always 75Vacuums always 75¢¢

89 Southbridge St. 89 Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MAAuburn, MA

  (across from Sword St.)  (across from Sword St.)

BIG 
KAHUNA

$20
DELUXE 
WASH

$17

SUPER 
WASH

$14
BASIC 
WASH

$11

CeramiC ClearCoat 
ProteCtion inCluded 

in all washes

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA
www.EdStearnsDressedMeats.com
508-248-7866

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

Store Hours
   Open      Butcher      Close
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM

5  YEARS IN A ROW 
FIRST PLACE 

BEST 
BUTCHER SHOP

$50.00 BUNDLE$50.00 BUNDLE
7 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR  2 LBS. HAMBURG
3 LBS. BONELESS PORK RIBS OR
 1 PACKAGE (1½ LB) NY SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS. PORK CHOPS OR 1½ LB, NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS OR 2 LB. HOT DOGS
3 LB. HAM STEAK OR 1 LARGE BEEF OR CHICKEN CHILI
1 PKG. (1½ LB.) OF SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE OR  
 1 PKG. OF MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST (OF YOUR CHOICE)

5 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS OR
 3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. HAMBURG OR 3 LBS. GROUND TURKEY
2 LBS. STEW BEEF OR
 1 LARGE CONTAINER OF BEEF OR CHICKEN CHILI
1 WHOLE OR CUT UP CHICKEN (3 LBS. AVERAGE) OR
 1 PKG. OF SAUSAGE (1½ LB.) OF YOUR CHOICE
1 PORK TENDERLOIN OR
 1 LB. OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE

IT'S GRILLING SEASON
B. $75.00 BUNDLE$75.00 BUNDLEC.

Other Meat Bundles Available

On Monday, March 25th Bro. Charles Proctor was presented the George Washington 
Masonic Military Veterans Medal by DDGM RW Jonathan Neitz at Oxford Lodge AF & AM. 
Photo submitted.

dam. 
Carbuncle Pond is a well-main-

tained town beach area for young 
and old alike with its own beach 
house and pine trees. In the past 
several years the town installed 
splash pads and sprinklers for 
the youngest members in town 
along with seating for parents and 
caregivers. 

Huguenot Fort located on 
Fort Hill Road was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 1988. Its remnants were com-
memorated in the 1800’s with the 

establishment of a monument. The 
original fort was built in 1694 by 
Protestant immigrants fleeing from 
state church persecution in France. 
They sought to protect themselves 
from local Native American attacks 
by building the fort.  

Bartlett’s Bridge which crosses 
the French River in North Oxford 
is a granite stone-built bridge con-
structed in the late 1800’s which re-
placed an earlier wooden structure. 
It was named for the owner of the 
local textile mill, Edwin Bartlett. Its 
single arch rises 13 feet above the 
French River. 

The Clara Barton Birthplace 
Museum located at 66 Clara Barton 
Road in North Oxford is open 

from the last Friday in May to the 
last weekend in August and by ap-
pointment. Checking their website 
at www.clarabartonbirthplace.org 
will advise additional information. 
Clara Barton was a strong and 
brave lady who served as a teacher, 
nurse, and founder of the Ameri-
can Red Cross. She also participat-
ed in the suffragette movement to 
gain a woman’s right to vote. A true 
hero in every sense of the word. A 
visit to her birthplace home where 
she was born on Christmas Day 
1821 is one of the best encounters 
of enlightening knowledge you’ll 
ever come across.  

 The Samuel Slater Experience is 
a complete and satisfying educa-

tional experience to top off your 
exploration of the local area. Locat-
ed on Ray Street in Webster MA, 
the museum explores the history of 
Mr. Slater who is referred to as the 
father of the American Industrial 
Revolution. The museum uses 
dynamic and interactive exhibits 
to captivate its visitors as it takes 

them on a trolley ride through the 
streets of days gone by, showing the 
life of mill workers, and displaying 
Mr. Slater’s recreated office along 
with other artifacts of the 1700 and 
1800’s. 
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BARK MULCH

508-248-9003

We Offer Delivery

Hemlock .................  $4000

Red Cedar ...............  $3800

Brown  ....................  $3800

Black ......................  $3800

Playground Mulch ...  $3800

per yard

Bark Mulch • Screened Loam • Stone Dust • Colored Stone • Compost • Sand • Gravel • Fill
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7am-5pm

AMISH 
PATIO 

FURNITURE
with 20 year 

warranty

Since 1994 in the 
round building on Route 20

PRIMITIVE  FARMHOUSE  DECORPRIMITIVE  FARMHOUSE  DECOR

259 Worcester Road/Rt. 20, Charlton, MA  01507
 7AM TO 5PM • www.CharltonLandscapeSupply.com • WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK

We Sell
Pelletized Lime
and Fertilizer

Contractor Grade Mulch
Black, Brown or Red 

$32 per yard

The Importance of Caring 
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com  

Sometimes things happen to us 
and our family members that 
take us by surprise and make 

us think about telling our loved 
ones that we care about them more 
than ever.  Such an event happened 
to me several months ago when 
my then 94 year old aunt, whom 
I watch over as necessary, was in 
a local emergency room and had 
to be taken to another hospital via 
Life Flight helicopter.  

As I wasn’t allowed on the 
copter, all I could do was watch as 
the air ambulance lifted off from 
its helipad to zip her to Hartford 
Hospital in Connecticut. There 
were no available beds in Boston 
or Worcester so Hartford was the 
third choice.  I was informed by the 
two nurses who would be tending 
to my aunt during the flight that 
it would be a 15-minute trip. (By 
car, the road trip would be about 1 
hour and 20 minutes.)  

I made my 10-minute ride home 
from the local hospital and awaited 
a phone call from the Hartford 
ER which, of course, never came 
because hospital ERs are places of 
bedlam and short staffing these 
days. The lack of a phone call is 
in no way intended as a negative 
against the excellent care my aunt 

received there but merely a com-
ment about today’s state of hospital 
staffing. After an hour of waiting, 
I phoned the hospital and was 
transferred from one department 
to another finally being told that 
because my aunt’s patient infor-
mation was not in their 
computer system yet, 
they were not allowed 
to provide me with any 
information and could I 
please phone back later.

After another few 
hours and another 
phone call, I learned she 
was resting comfort-
ably and that they were 
taking care of her. Since 
ER rooms don’t have 
phones, I wasn’t able to 
speak with her directly 
but the nurse assigned 
to her told me that she 
would contact me at the 
end of her 12-hour shift 
and I would then be able to chat. 
True to her word, about 8 p.m. this 
truly outstanding caregiver did, 
indeed, phone me on her personal 
cellphone which she handed to my 
aunt so we could have a few words 
with each other.  She was doing 
well and I wished her a good night 
and told her I loved her.

My aunt is a petite woman about 
five feet tall and sharp as a tack. 

The last time she sat on a plane was 
decades ago where she had such 
a bad experience that she vowed 
never to board a plane again. Ap-
parently, all those years ago, her 
plane had hit an air pocket and 
then dropped suddenly causing her 

to be this close to losing her lunch. 
She swore off all air travel following 
this harrowing experience. The two 
Life Flight nurses were outstanding 
however.  They swooped (no pun 
intended) into her local ER room 
and began reviewing her medical 
condition with the ER staff right 
then and there while my aunt and 
I listened to every word. The first 
nurse was an easygoing gent who 

should’ve been a comedian as he 
bantered with her to put her at ease 
while the second nurse explained 
that he was about to dose her with 
a sedative to make her relaxed dur-
ing the flight. 

Surprisingly, my aunt did not 
fight them about taking 
an air ride as she knew 
the gravity of her medi-
cal condition. After they 
wrapped her like a burrito 
and transferred her to the 
helicopter gurney, they 
whisked her down the hall 
and out the doors to the 
helipad where the copter 
was waiting. All of this was 
done so very quickly after 
signing this form and that 
form and obtaining verbal 
approvals, etc.

After I returned home to 
await the aforementioned 
Hartford Hospital phone 
call, I began to decompress 

a bit.  It was then that I began to 
think horrible things like What if 
she doesn’t make it? What if the 
blood transfusions don’t work? 
Why didn’t I tell her 10 more 
times that I loved her and that I’d 
be there at the hospital as soon as 
possible and please, auntie, don’t 
worry about anything.

It made me think about other 
family members who passed away 

quickly and I never had the chance 
to tell them about my feelings for 
them. Instead of writing eulogies I 
should be telling my entire family 
and friends how I really feel about 
them when they are living. But I 
know that 99 percent of us never 
really get the chance or the oppor-
tunity never really presents itself 
or we just don’t get in the groove to 
do such a thing.

Well, five days later, my aunt was 
happily discharged from the hos-
pital and it just so happened to be 
her 95th birthday.  A few days later, 
I took her out for a special dinner 
at a special restaurant and was able 
to express to her how important 
and extraordinary she truly is. I 
told her how her words of wisdom 
mean so much to me when asking 
her opinion. I told her how much 
she meant to me and how much I 
loved her. Tears came to her eyes 
which, of course, affected me as 
well. We hugged.

I guess what I’m trying to write 
is, don’t wait until it’s too late. Tell 
your loved ones how much they 
mean to you right now while they 
are still in your life. It’s a miracle 
that my aunt has lived to the age 
she has. We just never know how 
short or long our lives will be but 
telling someone you love them now 
is the finest gesture you could ever 
make. 
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Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction
• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins • lawn Care

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs • MulCh

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

Gary Brogna
Owner / Technician

MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured

508-248-1800
email: pestbdead@yahoo.com

108 Main Street
Webster, MA 01570

Your Local 
Commercial & Residential

Pest Control Experts!

Oxford Annual Town Election
The Annual Town Election is 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 
2. The polls are open from 8 

a.m. – 8 p.m. Polling locations are 
as follows:

Precinct 1 and Precinct 4 are 
both located at the Chaffee School, 
9 Clover Street, in the gym. Voters 
should park in the Locust Street 
parking area and must enter 
through the doors on Locust Street, 
not the front doors.

Precinct 2, Precinct 3 and 
Sub-Precinct 4A are located at the 
Middle School, 497 Main Street, in 
the gym. Voters should park on the 
northerly side of the building and 
enter through the doors near the 
gym, not the front doors.

Seats up for election:
Board of Selectmen: one seat for 

three years 
Board of Library Trustees:  one 

seat for three years 
School Committee: one seat for 

two years 
School Committee:  two seats for 

three years 
So. Worcester County Regional 

Vocational School District Com-
mittee: one seat for three years

Housing Authority: one seat for 
five years 

Book Presentation
Author Carol Bernardone 

will give a presentation 
for her new book Growing 

HOPE: The Therapeutic Ben-
efits of Gardening on Saturday, 
May 4th at 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 
East Main Street, Webster, MA. 

This is a free event and auto-
graphed books will be available 
for purchase. To RSVP, please 
call 508-949-6232 or email deb@
bookloversgourmet.com

Gardening is fundamental 
to providing healthy air, nutri-
tious food, and beauty for the 

world. But even beyond this, 
the art of gardening provides 
many therapeutic benefits for 
children. You don’t have to be 
an expert gardener to let your 
green thumb flourish and share 
all that can be learned in the 
world of horticulture. Whether 
you are a teacher, therapist, or 
parent of young children, you 
might be on the constant prowl 
for new activities that help cre-
ate a safe space where kids can 
grow. If that’s the case, look no 
further than Growing Hope: The 
Therapeutic Benefits of Garden-
ing.

Gardening refers to any form 
of connecting with green life 
through plants and nature. 
This is a powerful, inclusive, 
and adaptable activity for all 
ages! Inside this guide, you will 
discover:

* The many benefits of gar-
dening with real-life examples of 

how gardening can shape minds, 
overcome challenges, and trans-
form life for the better.

* Important steps to take for 
beginner gardeners with inspi-
ration on how to incorporate 
gardening in educational and 
therapy settings.

* How gardening has trans-
formed many different lives 
and provided healing methods 
through various case studies.

* Powerful tips to make gar-
dening more collaborative with 
suggestions for creating partner-
ships through plants and nature.

* Realistic methods to help 
introduce gardening in the 
classroom, during therapy, or at 
home to empower all ages and 
improve valuable life skills!

Beyond this, you will find 
practical advice and valuable 
insights from the mind of Carol 
Bernardone, a school-based 
occupational therapist assistant 

in special education with over 
25 years of experience. Anyone 
can benefit from the practice of 
connecting with nature. If you 
are ready to discover the ins 
and outs of using gardening for 
therapeutic benefits, add this 
book to your collection of learn-
ing tools.

About the author: Carol Ber-
nardone has worked as a school-
based Occupational Therapist 
Assistant in Special Education 
for the past 26 years with a wide 
variety of students over the years 
from pre-school age through 
high school. She is a Mom of 5 
children, 3 grandchildren and 
also ran a licensed Daycare for 
several years when her children 
were younger. She believes in 
maximizing each student’s suc-
cess by using high interest topics 
and activities to motivate them 
to participate in therapy.

SEBASTIAN.M.KLAMA@GMAIL.COM

We are a veteran-owned small business providing 
stump grinding services to the tri-state area. 
We look forward to helping you get your yard 

back and leaving you with a smile!
*Additional tree services available upon request
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Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  • Lawnmower Repair

Howard Carney
Business Development Officer
Phone/Text:   508-765-7319
Email:   hcarney@saversbank.com

Member FDIC        
Member DIF

Simply Be�er.

BUSINESS BANKING
DESIGNED FOR YOU 

Our flexible checking and savings accounts and services are designed 
to help you leverage your cash flow and grow your business.

Chat with Howie, our Business Banking expert who has over 20 years 
of banking experience in helping local businesses succeed.   

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years
Auburn Recreation
2024 BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
SUMMER LEAGUE

We are super excited to start our 
Town of Auburn Basketball Indoor 
Summer League at the Dr. Arthur 
M. Pappas Gymnasium at the 
Auburn High School on the week 
of June 24th, 2024.

GAMES
There will be two 20 minute 

halves, and the last two minutes 
of each half will stop time. Two 
certified refs per game, one person 
to do the clock and book.  Players 
must have numbers on the back of 
their jerseys also.

REQUIREMENTS
An $800 payment must be re-

ceived prior to playing.
Each coach and all players must 

fill out a waiver. If the player is 
under 18 their parent must sign 
it. Waivers for coaches are part of 

the checkout process. Waivers for 
players can be downloaded during 
checkout, or on our website.  A 
CORI and SORI must be filled out 
by the coach/es of each team. These 
can be downloaded as part of the 
checkout process.

Player waivers, CORI and SORI 
forms must be returned to:

Kristen Pappas
4 Goddard Drive
Auburn, MA 01501

REGISTRATION
Online registration is available 

through our recreation portal cata-
log: https://secure.rec1.com/MA/
auburn-ma/catalog

QUESTIONS
Please contact Kristen Pappas 

with any questions by email or 
phone: 508-832-7736. 

Oxford High School Honor Roll 
Oxford High School has 

released its honor roll for 
the third quarter of the 

2023-2024school year. 
High Honors Seniors: Kenzie 

Bylund, Kaila Donahue, Han-
nah Harris, Jessica Parent, Alexa 
Sherwin 

Juniors: Muniba Awais, 
Nicole Brzozowska, Hailey Fil-
ipkowski, Emma Martin, Aidan 
Vanarsdalen 

Sophomores: Justine Ander-
son, Hailey Angell, Zack Bond, 
Cassidy Burke, Delaney Burke, 
Michaella Dwyer, Veronica 
Griffin, Gwen Gustafson, Mat-
thew Hilman, Abigail Kimball, 

Rosy Krantz, Addisen Monsen, 
Samuel Paradise, Noah Proctor, 
Nolan Remington, Ava Vincent, 
Vanessa Walker, Ethan White, 
Abigail Worster 

Freshman: Shayla Boliver, 
Makaliegh Boyle- Muniz, Marie 
Cosentino, Abigail Davis, Emily 
Dupuis, Kate Mayo 

Honors Seniors: Spencer 
Byrnes, Matthew Conway, Lil-
lian Cybula, Andrew Demicco, 
Alexandra Dwinell, Theresa 
Friend, Angelica Kopec, Dan-
iel Kudron, Angel Maldonado, 
Cheyanne Matthews, Gavin 
Nawrocki, Anais Ortiz, Reese 

Reynolds, Emma Rice, Jewelisa 
Richardson, Jacob Thebeau, 
Sydney Torres 

Juniors: Alyssa-Rae Ander-
son, Kayla Belmore, Nathan 
Davis, Edward Edison, Marta 
Hellstrom, Sophya Hernandez, 
Jordyn Hodsdon-Beurman, 
Eddie Jacques, Rylie Keefe, Ella 
Kirkpatrick, Valerie Magill, 
Annie Maynard, Hunter Mc-
Quillan, Luis Melendez, Erin 
Mulcahy, Jason Nelson, Calvin 
Nfodjo, Kofi Owusu, Alexander 

Paradise, Sarah Parker, Maya 
Staltare 

Sophomores: Sarah Arndt, 
Alanna Borelli, Reylyn Boucher, 
Bwinja Bujiriri, Jaelynne Carac-
ciolo, Savannah Cioppa, Gavin 
Clay-Zielonka, Keegan Comeau, 
Dylan Cordova del cid, Anna 
Costa Heroux, Conner Dawe, 
Sarah Fonseca, Chloe Gabis, 
Alexander Hamilton, Caelynn 
Harty, Jack Johnson, Andrew 
Nieber, Emma Reis, Paige Reyn-
olds, Amaya RosarioGreen 

Freshman: Isabella Amorim, 
Michelle Annancy, Gabrielle 
Bartlett, Ava Benway, Sofia 
Boucher, Audri Chalifoux, Grace 
Crouch, Cameron Davis, Zaria 
Edison, Brenna Elliott, Azariah 
Grant, Jordyn Grazulis, Na-
than Holmes, Daymyin Lopez, 
Autumn Mitchell, Riley Moody, 
Chase Paul, Philip Rouillard, 
Braden Stone, Lillyanne Thomp-
son-Forbes, Lily Trotter, Jasmine 
Wiafe
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FLAT RATE PLUMBING
Valley Plumbing

...or by the hour.
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• GAS FITTING
• WATER HEATERS

BIG OR SMALL,
WE DO IT ALL...

10% Discount
for Veterans, Seniors
& Disabled People

Richard J. Wunschel

508-234-3649
30 Lackey Dam Road

Sutton, MA  01590
MASTER PLUMBER LIC. NO. 9216

 Take

$50.00 OFF
1st Job for Plumbing*

$50
OFF

$50
OFFKEEP THIS COUPON

NO EXPIRATION

ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD
*Discount taken when 

job is completed

Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master StylistCandice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist

895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn
Located in the rear of Dunkin DonutsLocated in the rear of Dunkin Donuts

774-420-6156774-420-6156

Ladies & GentsLadies & Gents
Hair HouseHair House

Tuesdays...$9 Haircuts
Walk-ins Welcome!

Paws of Courage
The American Kennel Club 

awarded K9 Biza and her 
handler Officer Ljunggren 

with the Paw of Courage Award 
for their role in locating a miss-
ing juvenile in the Pakachoag 
Hill area this past February. The 
child had been missing for about 
two hours in freezing tempera-
tures. Biza found and followed 
the scent for two miles, leading 
police to the  youngster.  The Paw 
of Courage is an award to show 
appreciation for the work that 
dogs do in the service of human-
kind. This award recognizes dogs 
who serve their communities, 

making great im-
pacts in the lives 
of their human 
counterparts. 
DOGNY Paw of 

Courage awards can be presented 
to Police K-9s and Military Work-
ing Dogs!

From the Auburn Police Facebook 
page:
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$99999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999$21999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

GOING
ON NOW!SALE!

SPRING BIG SELECTION
OF E-BIKES

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATESFAST FREE ESTIMATES
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling

Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 •• sales@templemantree.com
templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!

Austin FurnitureAustin Furniture
Vintage Home Furnishings, Deçor & More

BUY/SELL • NEW/USED

Moving Service & Delivery

75 WEBSTER STREET
WORCESTER, MA 01603 508) 795-7400

Hikes Through History with 
Alison O’Leary on May 5
A presentation on land-use 

change with the shift from 
an agrarian to industrial 

economy in Central Massachu-
setts

Award-winning journalist 
Alison O’Leary will take a walk 
through history and describe how 
our use of land changed when 
America’s agrarian economy and 
culture shifted with the Industrial 
Revolution, on Sunday, May 5, at 
3 p.m. at the Samuel Slater Expe-
rience museum.

Ms. O’Leary will also take us 
on a tour of some of the many 
Massachusetts parks and trails 
that have been carved out of 
historical sites.

The author is a Massachusetts 
history buff and outdoorswoman 
who has published five books on 
history, hiking, and travel. Her 
presentations include stunning 
visuals, insights into the research 
involved, historical perspective 
and humor.

This free presentation is spon-
sored by the Webster Cultural 
Council. Please register at samu-
elslaterexperience.org or leave a 
message at admin@samuelslater-
experience.org or 508-461-2955.

Hikes Through History will be 
from 3 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, May 
5, at the Samuel Slater Experi-
ence, 31 Ray Street, Webster. 
Visitors who also plan to tour the 
museum should arrive by 1 p.m.  

• Guidance on breastfeeding• Guidance on breastfeeding
•	Pacifier	use•	Pacifier	use
•	Guidance	on	fluoride	use•	Guidance	on	fluoride	use
• Oral hygiene• Oral hygiene
• Infant diet• Infant diet
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SPORTS

RSVP: wma.us/preview

For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG.

Learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty and students.

Tuesday, April 30
6-7 p.m.

PREVIEW
NIGHT
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL

Join us for the
Wilbraham & Monson Academy

MIDDLE SCHOOL PREVIEW
Middle School building

UPPER SCHOOL PREVIEW
Mattern Science Center

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

Lower Seed a Top Priority
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

After putting together a suc-
cessful regular season going 
13-7 the Oxford softball 

team was awarded a 24 seed in the 
Division 5 State Tournament. The 
Pirates defeated Salem Academy 
Charter 17-1 and Westfield Tech 
2-0 before eventually getting sent 
home by Drury 4-2. 

This spring coach Jamie Hether-
man is looking for his team to take 
things to the next level and make it 
a little easier once the team gets into 
the State Tournament. In losing to 
Drury, a school in North Adams, 
the Oxford team found themselves 
sitting in a bus for two hours travel-
ing 110 miles to finally make their 
playoff game. If the team had man-
aged to defeat Drury, they would 
have then had to travel another 87.5 
miles and an hour and a half on the 
bus to square off against Greenfield. 

 “This year, we obviously want to 
make it make into the tournament 
while being competitive against 
the teams in our league, but I am 
looking for the girls to put together 
a better record, so that we can 
secure a higher seed and not have 
to travel as far as we did last year,” 
the Pirates coach said. “The girls 
understand what the tournament is 
like now, they have the experience 
and know how to prepare for it. 
If we can get a better seeding, we 
won’t have to travel that far again.”

Sitting on a bus for numerous 
hours traveling to their next game, 
while the opponent is relaxing at 
home waiting for you to arrive 
is not what Oxford is looking to 
do this spring in the post-season. 
With that said, the Pirates are 
going to take to the field each and 
every day working as hard as they 
can so that they don’t have to be 
put into the situation they were in 
last year during the tournament.

As the Pirates gear up for the 
2024 season Hetherman has 
returning all but one player, his 
number one pitcher, from last 
year’s squad. Oxford will field three 
senior starters, five sophomores (all 
who have started since the eighth 
grade and have been playing to-
gether since they were very young 
on town and travel teams) and one 
freshman starter this spring.

Captains Kyra Krasinskas and 
Hailey Angel will look to guide the 
Pirates to a successful season on 
the diamond. Hetherman expects 
Krasinskas to be his number one 
hurler and while it looks as though 
the sophomore may see the major-
ity of time in the circle, things will 
all depend on the opposition. The 
Pirate coach may go with three 
girls taking turns pitching.

Angel is a very polished player 
that has it all according to the 
coach. The sophomore will see 
the majority of her time at second 
base but may shift over to short-
stop on occasion.  In addition to 

being able to run, catch and throw, 
for a sophomore she has a vast 
knowledge of the game and is very 
strong offensively as well as on the 
defensive side of the ball. 

In addition to Krasinskas com-
ing at the opposition when they 
step into the batters box, Hether-
man will also see what two other 
young hurlers can give the team 
this year. Sophomore Sarah Arndt 
and freshman Emily Dupuis will 
get the opportunity to take to the 
circle for the Pirates.

“Sarah seems to have more in 
her arsenal than the other two 

girls. She saw a little bit of action 
for us last year, but she pitches for 
her travel team,” Hetherman said. 
“Emily pitched on the junior var-
sity team last year and although I 
have not seen much of her this year 
she is a good athlete and I expect 
big things from her so she should 
see some innings in addition to her 
playing third.”

At the plate Oxford is a very 
fast team and is looking to make 
things happen once they get on 
base. A trio of seniors - left fielder 
Skylar Vincent, right fielder Kaylee 
Karnes and infielder Anais Ortiz 
- will hold that responsibility. Ac-
cording to the skipper, Vincent and 
Karnes have come a long way from 
the beginning and have turned 
themselves into bona-fide softball 
players, who when the season 

comes to an end, it will be hard to 
see them leave. Ortiz, a four-year 
player, will find her action coming 
at first or second base, with the 
former being her mainstay. Last 
season she came on strong down 
the stretch with her bat providing 
the team with some big hits.

Another freshman, Ariella 
Donahue, will be another key piece 
to the Pirates season if they want 
to lower their rankings. Donahue 
will see action at shortstop and as a 
catcher behind the plate.

 “She is an all-around good 
athlete and as a seventh grader 
during Covid she played very well,” 
the Coach said. “She plays really 
well in the field too and I expect 
big things from her. She will also 
be our number three hitter in the 
lineup.”
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• Concrete
• Asphalt

PUBLIC SCALE: 
You bring your items — Weigh in and pay as you go!

• Bulk Items
• Leaves & Grass

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday: 8am - 4pm   •  Saturday: 8am -12pm

279 Douglas Road • Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-2920

• Dirt
• Brush & Stumps

• Residential Curbside Pick-up
• Commercial Pick-up
• House Clean-outs
• Bulk Pickups
• Demolition
• Dumpsters 
• Roll-offs

Residential & Commercial • Dumpsters • Haul-aways • Public Scale

• Brown Mulch• Black Mulch

    Comingthis Spring!

(For pickup)
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• Bulk Pickups
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Residential & Commercial • Dumpsters • Haul-aways • Public Scale

• Brown Mulch• Black Mulch

    Comingthis Spring!

(For pickup)

www.tomberkowitztruckinginc.com • info@berkowitztrucking.com

279 Douglas Road • Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-2920

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm • Saturday 8am-12pm

•Dumpsters •Demolition •Roll-offs
PUBLIC SCALE: You bring your items - Weigh in and pay as you go!

•Concrete •Bulk Items •Dirt •Asphalt •Leaves & Grass •Brush & Stumps

SNOW DUMP 
AVAILABLE

STUMP and CONCRETE REMOVAL ROLL OFFS or BRING TO US!!!
TRANSFER STATION AVAILABLE

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Call today 
for a FREE 
estimate.

Over 300 Colors in 
Actual Slabs

 in Yard

ALL MARBLE & GRANITE 
SLABS ON SITE

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

37 Years
 In Business 

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Casual Waterfront Dining Casual Waterfront Dining 
on lake lashaWayon lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSEOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

Please call 
774-449-8333 

for reservations,
take-out or 

reservation online 
308lakeside.com

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Local Chefs use Girl Scout 
Cookies as Main Ingredient in the 
‘Sweetest’ Culinary Competition
Sample Sweet and Savory Masterpieces While Supporting Girl 
Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts 

G irl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts is 
pleased to announce the 

return of its Fork It Over fund-
raising event at a new venue, Top 
of the Tower, on May 9, 2024. 
The annual Girl Scout Cookie 
culinary competition features 
some of the region’s top chefs 
creating unique sweet and savory 
dishes using favorites like Thin 
Mints®, Samoas® and Do-si-dos® 
and presenting their creations 
to attendees and a distinguished 
panel of judges.

 This year’s chefs include those 
from: Bri’s Sweet Treats, The 
Burgah Bar, Figsfood Portuguese 
Cuisine, Hilltop Restaurant at 
Bay Path RVTHS, Little Havana, 
Mozelle’s Sweet Shoppe, Pastry 
Chef Medina, Simply Delicious 
Catering, and Unique Café.

 The panel of judges who will 
determine the winners in both 
“Sweet” and “Savory” categories 
are Barbara Houle of the Worces-
ter Telegram & Gazette; Attorney 
Rubby Wuabu, Policy and Cabi-
net Affairs Liaison for Governor 
Maura Healey; Natalie Rodri-
guez, CEO of To Life Enterprises 
and talented chef; Patrick Baliva, 
Executive Sales Director at Saint-
Gobain, and Dr. Marlina Duncan, 
Vice Chancellor for Diversity and 
Inclusion at UMass Chan Medical 
School. Attendees will vote for a 
People’s Choice” favorite. 

The event is emceed by veteran 
radio show host Jen Carter, co-
host of The XLO Morning Show 
and will feature live musical 
entertainment performed by 
Newport Ave., bar services by 
Simply Delicious Catering, and 

a raffle with local and regional 
items including a New England 
Sports package featuring Patri-
ots pre-season game tickets and 
behind-the-plate Worcester Red 
Sox tickets, a one night stay at the 
Charles Hotel in Cambridge in-
cluding breakfast for two at Hen-
rietta’s Table paired with other 
local Boston attractions, a private 
wine class for 20 hosted by Total 
Wine, a Central Massachusetts 
Restaurant Gift Card bundle, and 
many more items. 

The event runs from 5:30 to 
7:30 PM at Top of the Tower, 
446 Main St., Worcester. Tickets 
are $60 each and are available 
at https://www.gscwm.org/en/
support-us/donate-locally/events/
fork-it-over.html or by calling 
508-365-0115. All proceeds ben-
efit Girl Scouts and their continu-
ing efforts to provide innovative 
programs and vital support to 
girls in grades K-12 throughout 
central and western Massachu-
setts. 

Sponsors include: Saint-
Gobain, The Hanover Insurance 
Group, Women’s Initiative-United 
Way of Central MA, Country 
Bank, UMass Chan Medical 
School, Central One Credit 
Union, Middlesex Savings Bank, 
Cornerstone Bank, Tinsley 
Financial Group, CSR Financial, 
Fallon Health, Stowe & Degon, St. 
Mary’s Credit Union, Main Street 
Bank, and Leominster Credit 
Union. 

 For more information: Jess 
Hamilton jhamilton@gscwm.org, 
or 508-365-0115, x3623.

Contact Laura at 

508-943-8784

or by email 

at lgleim

@theyankeexpress.

com 

to advertise 

today!



10  The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • April 26, 2024

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Oxford Library May Calendar
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1
10:00 a.m.
Terrific Tots Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 2 - 3.5 
and their caregivers. Join us for songs, 
rhymes, stories, and crafts, as we explore a 
different theme each week. We will work 
on developing our fine motor and language 
skills together. 
This is now a ticketed program. No registra-
tion required! Come to the Children’s Floor 
up to 30 minutes prior to the start of Story-
time to get a ticket. Once all of the tickets 

are handed out then the Storytime is full.
THURSDAY, MAY 2  
• 10:00 - 10:30 a.m.
Multi-age Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 1-5 and 
their caregiver. Join us for songs, rhymes, 
and stories, as we explore a different theme 
each week. This will be a shortened version 
of our typical Storytime.
This is now a ticketed program. No registra-
tion required! Come to the Children’s Floor 
up to 30 minutes prior to the start of Story-
time to get a ticket. Once all of the tickets 

are handed out then the Storytime is full.
• 11:30 a.m.
Baby Besties Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 0-12 
months (or pre-walkers) and their caregiv-
er. Join us for stories, lap bounces, rhymes, 
and songs with scarves and shakers!  We’ll 
have time for free play and tummy time 
where parents can get to know each other.
This is now a ticketed program. No registra-
tion required! Come to the Children’s Floor 
up to 30 minutes prior to the start of Story-
time to get a ticket. Once all of the tickets 
are handed out then the Storytime is full.
• 1 – 3 p.m.
Knitting, Crocheting & Embroidery Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Reading Room
FRIDAY, MAY 3
• 10a.m.
Wonderful Ones Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 12-24 
months and their caregivers. Join us for 
songs, fingerplays, and moving our bodies 
to music, scarves, and shakers!  We’ll read a 
story together and have time for free play, 
sensory play, or a simple craft.
• 12:45 – 1:30 p.m.
Senior Book Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Oxford Senior Center 
TUESDAY, MAY 7
• 10 a.m. 
Hooray for Pre-K Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 

This program is for children ages 3.5 - 5 and 
their caregivers. Join us for songs, rhymes, 
stories, and crafts, as we explore a differ-
ent theme each week. We will work on 
developing our fine motor and language 
skills together. 
• 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Importance of Bees with John Hedly
Type: Adults 
Location: Downstairs Meeting Room 
Join local beekeeper and Auburn resident, 
John Hedly, one of over 1,000 members 
of the Worcester County Beekeepers As-
sociation, a leader in beekeeping education 
for over 100 years. He will present on the 
following topics:
Starting a beehive
Collecting honey
Physical structure of a hive
Bee chores in and out of a hive
the bee colony and its organization
The importance of pollination
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8 
• 10 a.m.
Terrific Tots Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 2 - 3.5 
and their caregivers. Join us for songs, 
rhymes, stories, and crafts, as we explore a 
different theme each week. We will work 
on developing our fine motor and language 
skills together. 
THURSDAY, MAY 9 
• 10 - 10:30 a.m.
Multi-age Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
• 11:30 a.m.
Baby Besties Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 0-12 
months (or pre-walkers) and their caregiv-
er. Join us for stories, lap bounces, rhymes, 
and songs with scarves and shakers!  We’ll 
have time for free play and tummy time 
where parents can get to know each other.
• 1-3 p.m.
Knitting, Crocheting & Embroidery Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Reading Room
• 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Paint Night with Jean Walker
Type: Adults 
Location: Downstairs Meeting Room 
Registration required 

Join us as we paint a hummingbird, just 
in time for spring, and part of the Oxford 
Pollinator’s Campaign!
This is an all levels class for adults 18 and 
older.
FRIDAY MAY 10
• 10 a.m.
Wonderful Ones Storytime (Ticketed)
Type: Children 
Location: Storytime Room 
This program is for children ages 12-24 
months and their caregivers. Join us for 
songs, fingerplays, and moving our bodies 
to music, scarves, and shakers!  We’ll read a 
story together and have time for free play, 
sensory play, or a simple craft.
TUESDAY, MAY 14 
• 6:30 -7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Book Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Reading Room
• 6:30  - 7:30 p.m.
Songs of the Great Willie Nelson with Matt 
York - Concert
Type: All Ages 
Location: Downstairs Meeting Room 
Longtime New England singer/song-
writer Matt York will perform songs and tell 
stories about the great Willie Nelson. York 
will focus on Willie’s long and illustrious 
music career that has spanned over seven 
decades. In both 2022 and 2023, York was 
nominated for the Boston Music Award for 
Best Country Artist and last year, his album, 
Gently Used, was named one of the top 
albums by Worcester Magazine.
THURSDAY, MAY 16
• 1- 3 p.m.
Knitting, Crocheting & Embroidery Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Reading Room
THURSDAY, MAY 23 
• 1- 3 P.M.
Knitting, Crocheting & Embroidery Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Reading Room

The library is closed May 25 and May 27 in 
observance of Memorial Day  

THURSDAY, MAY 30
• 1- 3 p.m.
Knitting, Crocheting & Embroidery Group
Type: Adults 
Location: Reading Room
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localtownpages

Reservation Deadline is May 10th! Contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784 or by 
email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com to book your space today!

Reach more than 
73,000 homes and 

businesses this June 
with our 

Annual Summer 
Guide. Direct mailed 
to Auburn, Charlton, 

Dudley, Douglas, 
Grafton, Hopedale, 
Mendon, Millbury, 

Northbridge, 
Oxford, Sutton, 

Upton, Uxbridge 
and Webster!

Summer Guide!Summer Guide!
Think Summer! Warm weather. Beaches. 

Golfing. Hiking. Outdoor dining. 
Are you looking forward to it as much as 

we are? Then promote your
business and events with our annual 

SUMMER GUIDE  – 
jam-packed with things to do this 
summer. Just add warm weather!
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LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

A Mother’s Love 

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Something was different. 
Something wasn’t adding up. 
I’m never up at 5 a.m. Nor do 

I shuffle down the stairs carrying 
a bright yellow container. Luke 
lifted his nose and sniffed out 
the truth. My dental retainer case 
would be the last to reach my 
suitcase. “Where’s Mom headed?”

“I’ll be back, Luke. I’ll be back. 
I’m going to miss you so much.” 
I kissed his head and embraced 
a bittersweet moment. I was 
headed for sunny Florida—no 
dog included. Would he be okay 
without me? Would the men of 
the household provide him with 
weekly playdates, surprise excur-
sions and the daily assurance that 
he can sit outside on the front 
step as long as he’s a good boy? 

“Daddy and Ben are going to 
stay with you, Luke.” He lifted his 
nose, skeptical. 

Would they remember Luke’s 
shows? 

I gazed out the window on the 
way to the airport. The sky was 
dark, unforgiving. I wasn’t sup-
posed to be awake this early. The 
song “Don’t Cry Out Loud” by 
Melissa Manchester, blared from 
the radio.  Would Luke learn how 
to hide his feelings and keep it 
all inside? A lump settled in my 
throat. A dog will not leave our 
sides. Yet here I was leaving mine 

for a cheap stretch of sunshine.   
A smooth flight led to an even 

smoother transition to the out-
doors. Blue sky greeted me with a 
holiness that rallied New England 
greys. I felt optimistic about 
Palm Sunday and my pre-Easter 
vacation, while my parents pulled 
up to the sidewalk. We drove 
further away from home routines. 
Leisurely beach days gave way to 
dancing nights, poolside family 
reunions and sunny spirits. I fol-
lowed Luke on his Instagram site 
(@livingwithlukevalentino) and 
sipped pina coladas. Luke offered 
up a virtual smile from his perch 
at a picnic table at Charlton’s 
Treehouse Brewery. “Love you, 

Luke.” I sighed. Life was good. 
Until it wasn’t
The report rained down on 

me like a New England storm, 
four days following my kitchen 
departure. 

“Luke gets a D- today for his 
behavior with Rosie.” Daddy’s 
text was flat, lacking in tone.

Oh no! Luke has been an A 
student since he learned how to 
come when called at 8 weeks! 
Luke aims to please and is the 
most well-behaved of all my 
dogs! What happened? The tale 
of a dog unable to hide his feel-
ings in the absence of his mother 
came to me through a series of 
elaborate text messages and one 
sorry phone call. Here’s the story.

I had scheduled a playdate for 
Luke and Rosie at our house. 
Nothing new there. Rosie’s Dog 
Mom, Kara, was one of Luke’s 
favorite people. An energetic and 
kind-hearted schoolteacher, Kara 
typically manages playdates with 
a special dose of curriculum. 
She encourages turn-taking with 
outdoor toys, allows for competi-
tive games of fetch, and stands by 
for rounds and rounds of Chase 
in the yard. Doodle and Golden, 
Rosie and Luke, gallop freely 
around the perimeter of my yard. 
Their collaborative speeds (and 
the energy!) is both fascinating 
and remarkable to watch. They 
exchange roles with profound 
dog communication. Luke jumps 
on Rosie’s back. Rosie snarls 
then grabs Luke’s favorite toy, a 
squeaking Santa, to assert her sta-
tus. Luke remains patient but hits 
a wall after some time “You’ve 
had him the whole time, Rosie. 
My turn!” He barks at his friend’s 
cheek again. She bounces off him 
and tests her limits, crossing into 
a neighbor’s yard. “We’re sup-
posed to stay with our moms, 
Rosie.” Luke sits like a king with 
a dirty face and waits for her to 
come back. 

That cold March Monday was 
different. 

Luke approached the mailbox, 
paused, and sniffed. Was he hop-
ing to find a letter from me—a 
message to say that, perhaps, I 
was on my way home? We’ll nev-
er know for sure. Nevertheless, he 
turned to the street and did the 
unimaginable. He raced towards 
a truck and apparently the deci-
sion was conscious!  “Get back 
here, Luke! It’s not worth it!! You 
have too much going for you!!” 
Warrior Rosemary lunged at Luke 
and bit his ear. Hard.  “Get back 
into your yard this instance!” Her 

bark was grave, furious even.
Luke barked back. “Leave me, 

alone, Rosie!! You have your 
mom. I don’t!” Thankfully, the 
driver, aware of looney Luke’s be-

havior, slowed to a crawl. Unfor-
tunately, a dog feeling abandoned 
wasn’t through feeling sorry for 
himself. He dashed away, finally 
landing at the fox den beneath 
our neighbor’s shed. “At least 
they’ll love me here.”  

The scene of a suicidal Luke 
played out viscerally in my mind 
as the story was told. My heart 
sank. Luke needed his mother. 

The men in my household did a 
tremendous job caring for him, 
even walking him three times 
per day. Still, something was 
missing. I needed to call my pup. 

‘Put Luke on speaker phone!” 
(I was afraid Facetime might be 
counterintuitive) “Hi Luke! Are 
you having a good day?” I spoke 
in the doggie voice he knew and 
loved. “Mummy’s coming home 
soon!” I envisioned the tilt of 

LUKE
continued on page 13 

Luke waits his turn

Rosie takes a turn with the Santa toy

Momma is home!

•Boarding 
•Grooming
•Daycare

Book Now 
for Spring 

and Summer 
Vacations!

Now accepting 
new grooming & 
boarding clients

265 Dudley River Road, Southbridge, Mass.

We cater to 
dogs and cats
Nail Trims $15
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

There won’t be a wave of 
foreclosures in the housing market
My team often gets asked 

about…when are the fore-
closures coming as a result 

of the pandemic? We always re-
spond, “we hope never”.  But here 
is the response from some of our 

lender 
friends. 

There 
won’t be 
a wave of 
foreclo-
sures 
in the 
housing 
market. 
When 
mortgage 
forbear-
ance 

plans were first announced and 
the pandemic surged through 
the country in early 2020, many 
homeowners were allowed to 
pause their mortgage payments. 
Some analysts were concerned 
that once the forbearance pro-
gram ended, the housing market 
would experience a wave of fore-
closures like what happened after 
the housing bubble 15 years ago.

Here’s a look at why that won’t 
happen.

1. There are fewer homeowners 
in trouble this time. After the last 
housing crash, over nine mil-
lion households lost their homes 
to a foreclosure, short sale, or 
because they gave it back to the 
bank. Many believed millions of 
homeowners would face the same 
thing again this time. However, 
today’s data shows that most 
homeowners exited their forbear-
ance plan either fully caught up 
on payments or with a plan from 
the bank that restructured their 
loan in a way that allowed them 
to start making payments again. 
The latest data from the Mort-
gage Bankers Association (MBA) 
studies how people exited the 
forbearance program from June 
2020 to November 2021.

Here are those findings:

• 39% left the program paid in 
full

• 20% made their monthly 
payments during the forbearance 
period

• 12% made up all past-due 
payments

• 7% paid off the loan in full
• 44% negotiated work-out 

repayment plans
• 29% received a loan deferral
• 14% received a loan modifi-

cation
• 0.8% arranged a different 

repayment plan

• 0.6% sold as a short sale or 
did a deed-in-lieu

• 17% left the program still in 
trouble and without a loss mitiga-
tion plan in place

2. Those left in the program 
can still negotiate a repayment 
plan. As of last Friday, the total 
number of mortgages still in 
forbearance stood at 890,000. 
Those who remain in forbearance 
still have the chance to work out 
a suitable plan with the servicing 
company that represents their 
lender. And the servicing com-
panies are under pressure to do 
just that by both federal and state 
agencies.

3. Most homeowners have 
more than enough equity to 
sell their homes. For those who 
can’t negotiate a solution and the 
16.8% who left the forbearance 
program without a work-out, 
many will have enough equity 
to sell their homes and leave the 
closing with cash instead of fac-
ing foreclosures. Due to rapidly 
rising home prices over the last 
two years, the average homeown-
er has gained record amounts of 
equity in their home. 

4. There have been far fewer 
foreclosures over the last two 
years. One of the less reported 

benefits of the forbearance pro-
gram was that it allowed house-
holds with financial difficulties 
prior to the pandemic to enter 
the program. It gave those home-
owners an extra two years to get 
their finances in order and work 
out a plan with their lender. That 
prevented over 400,000 foreclo-
sures that normally would have 
come to the market had the new 
forbearance program not been 
available. Otherwise, the real 
estate market would have had to 
absorb those foreclosures. 

5. The current market can 
easily absorb over a million new 
listings. When foreclosures hit 
the market in 2008, they added 
to the oversupply of houses 
that were already for sale. That 
resulted in over a nine-month 
supply of listings, and anything 
over a six-month supply can 
cause prices to depreciate. It’s 
exactly the opposite today. Total 
housing inventory at the end of 
November amounted to about 
1.11 million units, down almost 
10% from October and down 
over 13% from one year ago (1.28 
million). Unsold inventory sits at 
a 2.1-month supply at the current 
sales pace, a decline from both 
the prior month and from one 
year ago.

A balanced market would have 
approximately a six-month sup-
ply of inventory. At 2.1 months, 
the market is severely under-
stocked. Even if one million 
homes enter the market, there 
still won’t be enough inventory to 
meet the current demand. If you 
have real estate needs, contact a 
member of the Marzeotti Group 
or a trusted real estate profes-
sional. 

50 Years Real Estate 
Experience 

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704
Worcester, MA 01609
774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

LUKE
continued from page 12

his curious, blockhead while he 
reconciled my voice through the 
phone. A call was okay, though 
pale in comparison to our in-
person reunion.

“Luke!! I missed you so much! 
I dashed into the kitchen, tossed 
my bag aside, and planted myself 
on the floor. Luke grabbed his 

red-hot chili pepper, whim-
pered (overjoyed), and circled 
my lap. “Not gonna’ lie, things 
have been rough, but I’m so glad 
you’re back!!!” We settled down 
on his family room bed just like 
old times. Luke licked my face, 
chewed his bone, and fell back 
into old habits. 

A Mother’s love is irreplace-
able. 
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Time to WASH OFF winterTime to WASH OFF winter
and give your car aand give your car a

DEEPDEEP
CLEAN!CLEAN!

Over 
40 years in
business

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change

“Where  Spring  Dost Sprung  Forth  For  The  Valley“Where  Spring  Dost Sprung  Forth  For  The  Valley!!””

U-KNIGHTED

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

Too Good to Be True? 
It's Most Likely a Scam
Q. I recently looked at a car 

for sale on Facebook Mar-
ketplace and it looked great 

and almost to good to be true. 
After a couple of days, my wife 
talked me out of it. My question is, 
can you tell if something is a good 
deal or a scam? 

A. A neighbor recently sent 
me a listing for a 2008 
Volkswagen Beetle con-

vertible for just $1000. The car was 
very clean, claimed one owner and 
didn’t have the typical VW con-
vertible issues, such as lose rear 
window, power rear window is-
sues and worn-out front seats and 
rusty rockers panels. The ad stated 
low price for quick sale. Typically, 
according to Kely Blue Book that 
car sells for $5-$6000, which is the 
first red flag. I also looked up the 
seller and the same car was listed 
on the same day in 20 locations 
across the country, second red flag 
and the third issue was the lack of 
a visible VIN in any pictures. At 
that point, my best guess was it 
was a scam. 

Q. Since Covid-19 I have 
been working from home 
and living in an apartment 

near where our office is located. 
Since there is no reason to be in 
one spot, I recently purchased a 
2015 Winnebago Travato class B 
motor home. It has very low miles 
and was part of an estate sale. The 
vehicle has been sitting for 18 
months. What should I do before I 
become part of “Van-Life’? 

A. The Travato is based on 
the front wheel drive RAM 
Promaster line of vehicles 

and are typically equipped with 
the 3.6-liter V-6 engine. I would 
start by checking all the fluids and 
change the engine oil. Look at the 
tires, they may be original and 
have some dry rot, check the drive 
belts and hoses, cooling system 
(some had faulty fan modules) 
as well as the brakes and steering 
components. If it has a generator, 
check for proper operation, and 
change the engine oil. Check or 
replace the truck battery as well 
as the “house” battery. Run both 
the cabin air conditioner as well 
as the roof top unit. Check all the 
“house” water lines and pumps, 
storage tanks for cleanliness, 
proper operation and leaks. Try 
the refrigerator and water heater, 
if dual fuel, try them both on 
propane and electricity. If every-
thing checks out good or has been 
repaired, start your adventure, and 
send pictures. 

Q. What is the estimated cost 
to replace the transmission 
on a 2014 Infinity Q50? I 

was told the car needs a transmis-
sion and the price quoted was 
a bit shocking. I just wanted to 
make sure I was not being taken 
advantage of. 

A. Assuming the car is not 
a hybrid and rear wheel 
drive, the factory part is 

$10,000 with some online Infiniti 
parts outlets selling it for $8800. 
The labor time to install the trans-
mission is about five hours. Today 
we are seeing typical labor rates at 
$150-$250 per hour. Add in fluid, 

miscellaneous 
parts and 
shop supplies 
and the total 
price could 
be $12,000. At that price you 
need to consider if it is worth the 
money to have the repair per-
formed. There are many Infiniti 
Q50s selling for less than the cost 
of the repair. If it were me, I would 
certainly have an overall evalua-
tion of the car performed to see 
if there are other pending costly 
issues and get a second opinion 
and estimate on the transmission 
issue. 

Q.  My 2014 BMW 528i X 
Drive vibrates when I 
stop when I leave the care 

in gear. It stops when I put it in 
neutral. The dealer says I need to 
replace the motor mounts. My 
mechanic says it is not dangerous 
and replacing one of the mounts 
may correct the problem. How 
much should this cost, and should 
I have both mounts replaced for 
safety reasons? The car has 95,000 
miles on it. What would cause the 
mounts to need replacement?

A. Motor mounts can fail due 
to aggressive driving, oil 
or other fluid contamina-

tion and internal failure. BMW 
uses liquid filled mounts rather 
than solid rubber and the liquid 
can leak out which would cause a 
vibration. If the mounts are worn, 
they should be replaced-there 
are two engine mounts and one 
transmission mount. The engine 
mounts are $140 each and take 
about 4.5 hours to replace them. 
Labor rates vary depending on 
location with the dealers typically 
being on the higher side. If a local 
shop is doing the work rather than 
the dealer, I would only use BMW 
parts on this car, after market 
mounts may fit but could cause 
may cause other weird vibrations. 

CAR DOCTOR
continued on page 15 
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

Can you save too much for a 
rainy day?
“Save for a rainy day” is an 

old piece of advice — and 
a good one. But is it pos-

sible to save too much?
 To begin with, what defines a 

“rainy day” in terms of financial 
needs? It 
could be 
any number 
of things: a 
temporary 
loss of em-
ployment, a 
major home 
or car repair, 
a large medi-
cal bill, and 
so on. 

If you did not have the money 
readily available to pay for these 
types of expenses, you might 
be forced to dip into your IRA, 
401(k) or other retirement ac-
counts, incurring taxes and pos-
sible penalties, as well as lowering 
the amount of money you’d have 
available for retirement. And 
that’s why it’s a good idea to build 
an emergency fund containing 
up to six months’ worth of total 
expenses, with the money kept in 
a liquid, low-risk account that’s 
separate from the accounts you 
use for your daily spending needs.

An emergency fund is valuable, 
but many people may be over-
funding it. And while this isn’t 
the biggest financial mistake one 

can make, it could result in some 
missed opportunities.

For one thing, when you keep 
money in a low-risk account, 
you can generally count on your 
principal being protected, which 
means the money will be there 
for you when you need it —but 
the flip side is that this money 
likely won’t grow very much, if at 
all. And if you’re going to achieve 
your long-term goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement, you need 
your investment portfolio to pro-
vide you with significant growth 
potential within the context of 
your individual risk tolerance. So, 
any excess dollars kept in your 
rainy-day fund might be used to 
help fuel some growth-oriented 
investments.

You could also use these dollars 
to help diversify your investment 
portfolio. If you only owned one 
type of investment, your portfolio 
could take a big hit if a market 
downturn affected just that as-
set class. But by owning a mix 
of stocks, bonds, government 
securities and other investments, 
you can help reduce the impact of 
market volatility. (Keep in mind, 
though, that diversification, by 
itself, can’t protect against all 
losses.)

Still, before deciding on what 
to do with extra money you might 
have in your emergency fund, 
how will you know if you indeed 

have too much? Up to six months’ 
worth of total expenses may be 
adequate for most people — but 
everyone’s life is different. For 
example, if you have reason to 
believe your employment — or 
that of your spouse — may be in 
jeopardy in the near future, or if 
you anticipate the need for some 
renovations to your home, but not 
for a year or so, you might want 
more than six months of expenses 
tucked away in your emergency 
fund. Also, once you’re retired, 
you may well want to keep a year’s 
worth of expenses in the fund. If 
you need cash, you don’t want to 
be forced to sell investments when 
their price may be down, espe-
cially since you have less time for 
them to recover. 

Ultimately, when thinking 
about how much to keep in your 
emergency fund, review your situ-
ation carefully and weigh as many 
variables as you can. And if you 
do decide your rainy-day fund is 
abundant, use any “overflow” in a 
way that can help you keep mov-
ing toward your financial goals.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones Member SIPC

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

Q. I read your column every 
week and enjoy the Q&A. 
It takes me back to the 

early 70s when I first owned a 
car and learned to do some of my 
own repair work. Those days are 
gone now for me, but I do have a 
maintenance question and I have 
had difficulty finding a straight 
answer so maybe you can assist 
me. We have a 2016 Hyundai 
Elantra SE sedan with the stan-
dard engine and 46,000 miles on 
it which we purchased new in 

October 2015. It has always been 
well-maintained according to the 
manual recommendations. The 
question is when to replace the 
timing belt. I see some informa-
tion saying 90,000 miles but 
I wonder if the age of the car 
should be part of the question. I 
have been quoted a price of $1400 
which I think includes the water 
pump. It is a lot of money for us, 
but I will do it if needed.

A. You are correct, that age can 
influence the life of a rub-
ber timing belt. But on your 

Hyundai both the 1.8-liter and 
2.0-liter engines use a timing chain. 
Typically, If the car is properly 

maintained (routine oil changes) 
does not require any maintenance 
for the life of the car. 

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s 
Car Doctor. He has over forty years’ 
experience and is an ASE-certified 
master technician. He will answer 
readers’ questions each week. Email 
your questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com. Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on Face-
book at mrjohnfpaul.

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 14
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

Abram’s Rock
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

 

This story is from our upcom-
ing book, Ghosts of King 
Philip’s War due out on 

July 22, 2024. The book is filled 
with legends, ghosts stories, and 
haunted places from the war and 
subsequent skirmishes that took 
place years after the last treaty 

was signed. If you are looking 
for a nice small hike with a lot 
of history and perhaps a ghost, 
Abram’s Rock is the perfect place 
to visit.  

   At the outset of King Philip’s 
War, several tribes chose to 
remain neutral for various 
reasons. Most of the converted, 
or praying Indians sided with 
the English. Members of the 
warring tribes often dissented 
and pledged their allegiance 
to the colonies much like the 
Tories of the American Revolu-
tion pledged their allegiance to 
the throne instead of fighting for 
independence from the mother 
country. This is the legend of one 
of those dissenters during King 
Philip’s War called Abram by the 
English.

   Abram was a renegade 
Christian praying Indian who 
deserted the Wampanoags dur-
ing the conflict in favor of siding 
with the English. Abram became 
very close friends with the Eng-
lish, so much so, that there were 
rumors circulating among the 

Wampanoag that he even had 
an English girlfriend. This made 
Philip, whose real name was 
Metacom, very angry as Abram 
knew much of Philip’s plans and 
strategies regarding the proposed 
annihilation of the enemy. Philip 
sought to take Abram back and 
sent a search party out to find 
him. 

   In the meantime, Abram had 
found a towering rock he used as 
a hiding place and lookout. The 
west side of the large boulder 
had a natural room formed by 
other large boulders. This was 
where he lived in seclusion for 
several months until he was 
found and captured. Philip, 
being merciful at the time, gave 
him a chance to live. Abram was 
given the choice of leaping from 
the massive formation three 
times or instant death. Abram 
chose to take a chance and leap 
from the rock. Some historians 
argue Abram voluntarily per-
formed the act as a testament of 
his loyalty to Philip.

   Tradition says he successful-

ly completed the first and second 
leaps unscathed, but the third 
one became his demise. Legend 
has it that his ghost can be seen 
leaping from the rock, then 
appearing again at the top for 
another leap. The third time the 
ghost attempts to leap, he van-
ishes. Perhaps he is still trying to 
complete the task he failed. 

   Whether a hike out to the 
rock reveals a ghost or not 
should not deter one from soak-
ing up the history and atmo-
sphere of the place.

   Abram’s Rock is in Village 
Park behind the Swansea Town 
Hall and Library complex at 
81 Main St. The trail leading to 
the rock is easy and there are 
signs to follow. One trail heads 
straight toward the site while an-
other takes hikers past the cem-
etery in a more circular route 
that is both pleasant and scenic. 
The natural room formation is 
still there and is called “Abram’s 
Bedroom” as that is where he al-
legedly lived during his months 
of hiding.

SOUTHWICK’S ZOO PHOTO CONTEST

ILLUSTRATIO
N BY RO

W
AN KAPLAN/M

ASSACHUSETTS CO
LLEGE O

F ART AND DESIGN

localtownpages

By entering this contest, you are providing consent for Southwick’s Zoo and Our Town Publishing (the publishers of The Yankee Xpress/Blackstone Valley Xpress,  
Free Press and the newspapers of Local Town Pages) to use your photo(s) for print, digital and social media purposes,  

and allowing Southwick’s Zoo and Our Town Publishing to contact you via email for this promotion or upcoming promotions.  
Only one winner per household. Cannot be an employee or family member of Southwick’s Zoo or Our Town Publishing to win.

In 2025, Southwick’s Zoo will be celebrating In 2025, Southwick’s Zoo will be celebrating 
60 years of family fun! Share a photo of your 60 years of family fun! Share a photo of your 

favorite memories at Southwick’s Zoo favorite memories at Southwick’s Zoo 
for a chance to win a family four-pack of for a chance to win a family four-pack of 

general admission passes for the 2024 season general admission passes for the 2024 season 
and make some new memories! and make some new memories! 

Contest begins April 1, 2024. Contest begins April 1, 2024. 

B I S T R OB I S T R O

172 Gore Road, Webster, MA
508-949-8888 • www.eightyates.com

Buy 1 EntrÉe
Get additional entrÉe of equal or lesser value for

Half Price!
available for 88 minutes monday-sunday 4:00 to 5:28Pm
restrictions may aPPly. one couPon Per table. not aPPlicable witH 

   any otHer offers, sPecials or discounts. exPires 5/31/24

must

Present

couPon

YXN
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,

 NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

7 Day rental

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle 

Spring Spring 

Cleaning!Cleaning!

Indian Ranch Adds Second Show with Get The Led Out
Due to popular demand, a 

second Get The Led Out 
show has been added at 

Indian Ranch in Webster, MA on 
Friday, August 23, 2024.  Limited 
tickets are left for the first show on 
June 15th. Tickets go on-sale this 
Saturday, April 20th at 10:00 AM at 
www.indianranch.com. A limited 
number of Low Dough Early Bird 
General Admission tickets will be 
available for just $30 through April 
26th, while supplies last.

From the bombastic and epic, to 
the folky and mystical, Get The Led 
Out  (GTLO) have captured the 
essence of the recorded music of 
Led Zeppelin and brought it to the 
concert stage. 

The Philadelphia-based group 
consists of six veteran musicians 
intent on delivering Led Zeppelin 
live, like you’ve never heard before. 
Utilizing the multi-instrumen-
talists at their disposal, GTLO 
re-create the songs in all their 
depth and glory with the studio 
overdubs that Zeppelin themselves 
never performed. When you hear 
three guitars on the album…GTLO 
delivers three guitarists on stage. 
No wigs or fake English accents, 
GTLO brings what the audience 
wants…a high energy Zeppelin 
concert with an honest, heart-
thumping intensity.

Dubbed by the media as "The 
American Led Zeppelin," Get The 
Led Out offers a strong focus on 
the early years. They also touch on 
the deeper cuts that were seldom, if 
ever heard in concert. GTLO also 
include a special “acoustic set” with 
Zep favorites such as “Tangerine” 
and "Hey Hey What Can I Do."

GTLO has amassed a strong 
national touring history, having 
performed at major club and PAC 
venues across the country. GTLO’s 
approach to their performance of 
this hallowed catalog is not unlike 
a classical performance. "Led Zep-
pelin are sort of the classical com-
posers of the rock era," says lead 
vocalist Paul Sinclair. "I believe 100 
years from now they will be looked 
at as the Bach or Beethoven of our 
time. As cliché as it sounds, their 
music is timeless."

A GTLO concert mimics the 
“light and shade” that are the 
embodiment of "The Mighty 
Zep." Whether it's the passion and 
fury with which they deliver the 
blues-soaked, groove-driven rock 
anthems, it's their attention to 
detail and nuance that makes a Get 
The Led Out performance a truly 
awe-inspiring event!

Indian Ranch offers music lovers 
a chance to see some of the greatest 
country, classic rock and pop bands 

steps from Lake Chargoggagogg-
manchauggagoggchaubunagunga-
maugg. Nestled between pine trees, 
the amphitheater offers the ability 
to see the stage from anywhere in 
the audience. More than a concert 
venue, Indian Ranch opened 
Samuel Slater’s Restaurant and is 
also home to the Indian Princess 
paddlewheeler and Indian Ranch 
Campground. Tickets are on sale 
now for Jo Dee Messina on June 
1st, VOYAGE - CELEBRATING 
THE MUSIC ON JOURNEY on 
June 9th, Get The Led Out on June 
15th, The Mavericks on June 22nd, 
Scotty McCreery on June 23rd, 
Three Dog Night on June 29th, Elle 
King on June 30th, Justin Hayward 
and Christopher Cross on July 7th, 
Aaron Lewis on July 14th (July 
13th show is sold out), The Pike 
Hairfest on July 20th,  RUMOURS: 
The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac Trib-
ute Show on July 21st, and Yächtley 
Crëw on July 25th, Almost Queen: 
A Tribute to QUEEN on July 
27th, The Concert: A Tribute to 
ABBA on  August 2nd, Badfish: A 
Tribute to Sublime on August 3rd, 
Grace Potter on August 4th, Face 
2 Face: A Tribute to Elton John & 
Billy Joel on August 9th, Ripe on 
August 10th,The Beach Boys on 
August 11th, and Tyler Hubbard 
on August 18th, Little Feat on 

August 24th, and Brett Young on 
September 7th. More shows will be 
announced soon.

Tickets for Get The Led Out on 
Friday, August 23, 2024 went on-
sale Saturday, April 20. A limited 
number of Low Dough Early Bird 
GA tickets will be available for just 
$30, April 20th-April 26th. Gates 

open at 5:00 PM, showtime is 7:00 
PM. Tickets are available at www.
indianranch.com, by calling 1-800-
514-ETIX (3849) or at the Indian 
Ranch Box Office.  All events are 
rain or shine. No refunds. Indian 
Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road 
in Webster. For more information, 
visit www.indianranch.com.
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Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to news@theyankeexpress.com. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
• Home Baked Ham & Bean Supper, April 
20, 2024 at 5:00 pm in the Community 
House, 8 Court St, Uxbridge located behind 
the Uxbridge Town Common. Sponsored 
by the Uxbridge Congregational Church. 
Menu includes baked ham, home baked 
beans, potato salad, coleslaw, brown bread, 
beverages & dessert. Donation of $13.00 
per adult, children under 6 free. Raffles 
will also be available. For reservations call 
508.244.7849 Limited tickets will be sold at 
door. Come enjoy great food and fellowship.

SATURDAY, MAY 4
• The Millbury Nature Trails Committee will 
host an Arbor Day Tree Planting Event at 9 
a.m. at the Brierly Conservation Area. Help 
plant trees and mark a new trail. Rain date 

is May 11. To register, visit the Nature Trails 
Facebook page.
• 9th Annual Family Fun Fishing Day  - 
Open Sky Community Services and the 
Blackstone River Watershed Association 
are excited to co-host the 9th Annual Fam-
ily Fun Fishing Day at Riverbend Farm in 
Uxbridge along with our partner orga-
nizations, the Blackstone River National 
Heritage Corridor Volunteers-in-Parks 
Program, Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation & Recreation, Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife. This year’s 
event will be held on Saturday May 4 from 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday, 
May 5. Prizes offered in four different age 
groups will be awarded at 1:15 p.m. There 
will be activities for the whole family, as 
well as food and ice cream for purchase, 
free face painting and raffles. All ages and 
ability levels are welcome.  Fishing poles, 
bait and instruction will be available with 
pre-registration and participants are wel-
come to bring their own. This is a catch and 
release event for everyone from first time 
fishers to experienced anglers. Adults must 
accompany children under 12. Volunteer 
opportunities are available at openskycs.
org/fishingvolunteers. Pre-registration will 
open starting April 5 at thebrwa.org/
familyfishing2024. This is a FREE event, but 
pre-registration is required. Please contact 
Joanne Holahan at 508-278-5200 with any 
questions.
• At 7 pm at Vaillancourt Folk Art, 9 Main 
Street, Manchaug Village, Sutton. Christine 

Watkins, Sutton Historical Society, will 
tell the story of the devastating 1924 
Manchaug Village fire on its 100th anni-
versary which burned over 10 acres, left 25 
percent of the Village population homeless, 
destroyed the retail section of the village, 
and made national news.  This presentation 
will include photos, newspaper summaries, 
and eyewitness accounts.  Come hear how 
a small community, with the help of gener-
ous neighbors, persevered over a tragedy. 
• Sutton Historical Society’s first speaker 
presentation at 7 pm at Vaillancourt Folk 
Art, 9 Main Street, Manchaug Village, 
Sutton. Christine Watkins, Sutton Historical 
Society, will tell the story of the devastat-
ing 1924 Manchaug Village fire on its 100th 
anniversary which burned over 10 acres, 
left 25percent of the Village population 
homeless, destroyed the retail section of 
the village, and made national news.  This 
presentation will include photos, newspa-
per summaries, and eyewitness accounts.  
Come hear how a small community, with 
the help of generous neighbors, persevered 
over a tragedy. 
• Chicken Parm Dinner: St. Peter Parish in 
Northbridge is having a Chicken Parm Din-
ner on Saturday, May 4th starting at
5:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Bring you family 
and friends for a wonderful meal and meet 
some new friends. Tickets are $17 per 
dinner and include salad and dessert. To 
go meals will be available for pick up at 
5:00pm and all orders must be purchased 
in advance. Please call the parish office 

at 508-234-2156 or email parishoffice@
stpeterrockdale.org to purchase tickets or
if you have any questions.
• Grass Roots Coffeehouse Concert featuring 
Blackstone Valley Bluegrass! The band plays 
a mixture of traditional, contemporary, and 
original Bluegrass music and always puts 
on an entertaining show. The Grass Roots 
Coffeehouse is located at the Rockdale 
Congregational Church, 42 Fowler Road 
Northbridge. Admission to the concert is 
$15.  Hot foods, beverages and desserts are 
available prior to the concert and during in-
termission. Doors open at 6:45, concert be-
gins at 7:30 and usually wraps up by 9:30. 
Proceeds support the artists and the church. 
The Coffeehouse is run by volunteers.  For 
more info: www.rockdalechurchonline.org 
or call Bob at 617-429-0347.
• Charlton City United Methodist Church is 
excited to announce a new quarterly series: 
Dynamic Collectibles, Cards, and Craft Show.  
The first show will be May 4 from 10-4 at 
74 Stafford Street, Charlton.  Watch for 
dates for future shows every quarter.  Each 
show will be jam-packed with vendors and 
will feature baked goods and drinks.  Any 
interested vendors of collectibles, cards, or 
crafts can contact Joe Dupont at joedu-
pont@dynamiccardcollectors.com for this or 
future shows. The May 4 show will feature 
rare Pokemon cards from Dynamic Card 
Collectors; comics and toys from Remember 
that Collectibles; a variety of trading card 
game cards from Wicked East Coasters and 
Toyland Treasures; Epicure products for food 

service from Barbara’s Epic Eats; Bee Jew-
elry and Scarves; Essential Oils and natural 
wellness products and tips; handmade 
greeting cards; fly fishing ties; Sweet Leilani 
Crafts & SassiePastries; anime/gaming/
kawaii merchandise from Tokkishi; and 
many, many more.  Hope to see you there!
• Annual Fishing Festival Geared to All Ages. 
The Oxford Conservation Commission has 
teamed up with the Department of Fish & 
Game again this year to introduce fishing to 
those new to the sport. Fishing instructors 
will teach how to set up your rod, tie knots, 
cast and identify fish on Saturday, May 4 
from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. at Carbuncle Pond in 
Oxford. This family-friendly event is open 
to all levels of experience and ages, and no 
fishing license is needed. Participants can 
bring their own gear or borrow it from the 
instructors; bait will also be provided. In ad-
dition to the fishing fun, Rangers from The 
Last Green Valley will be on hand to discuss 
the multitude of outdoor opportunities in 
the area from hiking and canoeing to up-
coming cultural events. Attendees can also 
learn about wildlife and nature activities 
available at the nearby Hodges Village Dam 
and Buffumville Dam from Army
Corps of Engineers Rangers. The first Family 
Fishing Festival at Carbuncle Pond took 
place in 2016 and due to its success, has 
been scheduled every year since then!

The Indian Ranch Box Offi  ce is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 10AM - 3PM. Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508.943.3871. 
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

For complete schedule and tickets, visit 
www.IndianRanch.com

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD • WEBSTER, MA

MORE SHOWS TO BE ANNOUNCED!

AUGUST 3 • 1PMAUGUST 2 • 7PM AUGUST 4 • 1PM

AUGUST 9 • 7PM AUGUST 10 • 1PM AUGUST 18 • 1PMAUGUST 11 • 1PM AUGUST 24 • 1PM SEPTEMBER 7 • 1PM

JUNE 22 • 1PM

JUNE 23 • 1PM

JUNE 15 • 7PM
AUGUST 23 • 7PMJUNE 1 • 1PM JUNE 9 • 1PM

JULY 25 • 7PM JULY 27 • 1PM

JUNE 30 • 1PMJUNE 29 • 1PM JULY 7 • 1PM

JULY 21 • 1PM

JULY 14 • 1PM
JULY 13 • 1PMSOLD OUT!

JULY 20 • 12PM

Leppard DEF LEPPARD tribute

East Coast Alice Alice Cooper tribute

Everybody Wants Some Van Halen tribute

Raise Your Hands Bon Jovi tribute

Back In Black AC/DC tribute

HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday (4PM - 9PM)

Saturday (12PM - 9PM) •  Sunday (12PM - 8PM)

TICKETS, RESERVATIONS, AND MORE INFO, VISIT

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
LAKESIDE DINING • 200 GORE ROAD • WEBSTER, MA

MAY 12 • 10AM

MAY 23 • 7:30PM MAY 24 • 8PM

Email functions@samuelslaters.com or visit 
www.samuelslaters.com/private-functions

From small groups to large gatherings,
 we accommodate all party sizes

BOOK YOUR PRIVATE
EVENT TODAY!

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 19 
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HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 18

SATURDAY, MAY 11
• Rough Seas, Safe Harbor: Wings of Song
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Church 16 East 
Main Street, Webster, 7:30 p.m.
Admission to concerts is free, with a freewill 
offering collected at intermission.
“Rough Seas, Safe Harbor” will take audi-
ences on a huge sea voyage, much of it 
aboard a whaling ship that might have left 
New Bedford, Mass. in, say, the 1850s, and 
sailed practically around the world, separat-
ing crew members from their families for as 
long as four years.
These concerts are sponsored in part by the 
Monson and Sturbridge Cultural Councils, 
local agencies supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state agency. Wings 
of Song is grateful for this support—and 
for the continued support of their many 
faithful audience regulars, supplemented 
by first-timers whom we’re always glad 
to see!
Anyone needing more information is 
encouraged to email Music Director Cooke 
at nymcooke@gmail.com or Wings of Song 
President Carol Curtin at carolcurtin77@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 18
• 4:00pm Bethel Lutheran Church/Grace 
Ministries of Auburn will be performing 
music concert "Peace & Praise" as they
continue to celebrate their Centennial An-
niversary.  The program will include present 
as well as many past organists/music direc-
tors, choir members & musicians including 
hymns/anthems/contemporary music 
by choir embers, bell choir and children's 
performances.  A reception will follow. All 
are welcome to either attend or participate 
in this festive, free-will offering event. For 
more information contact Adam Hanks at 
arhanks42385@hotmail.com.
• Save the date! Sutton Garden Club is 
pleased to announce that our Annual Plant 
Sale will be held on Sutton Common on 
Saturday, May 18th, 10am - 12Noon. SGC 
members will be dividing and potting up a 
variety of perennial plants from our gardens 
in preparation for the sale. Proceeds from 
the Plant Sale fund our community efforts, 
including our Scholarship Fund, plantings 
and maintenance at the Bandstand and 
Manchaug Square during the summer, 
decorations and wreaths for the Bandstand 

and Commons at Christmastime and also 
helps fund our Gardening programs during 
the year. Updates regarding the Plant Sale, 
including any in case of severe weather, will 
be posted on our Facebook page, https://
facebook.com/SuttonGardenClub

SUNDAY, MAY 19
• The Blackstone Valley Community 
Chorus will present their concert, American 
Rhythms & Roots, on Sunday, May 19th, 
2024 at 3:00pm. The concert will take place 
at Valley Chapel at 14 Hunter Road in
Uxbridge. American Rhythms & Roots 
includes a blend of American folk music 
and jazz standards and celebrates American 
songwriters from George and Ira Gershwin 
to John Denver. Admission is free, though
donations are accepted and appreciated!
The Blackstone Valley Community Chorus 
is composed of singers from towns through-
out Central Massachusetts. Singing under 
the direction of Diane Pollard of Douglas, 
the BVCC has been committed to bringing 
varied musical performance opportunities 
to the Blackstone Valley for almost twenty 
years. Visit the BVCC on Facebook or at 
www.bvcchorus.com for more information.

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
• Saint Peter’s Parish in Northbridge will be 
holding a Yard Sale on Saturday, June 1st , 
7:30am to 3:00pm in the parish hall. If you 
are moving, spring cleaning or just have 
too much clutter, bring us your gently used 
items for our yard sale. You may drop-off 
your donations every Saturday from 10:00-
1:00pm April through May, starting on 
Saturday, April 6th at the parish garage. We 
are accepting kitchen items, home goods, 

toys, sporting goods, books, small furniture
items, clothing for donation and much 
more. Please see our website for a complete 
list of what we are accepting. You may also 
call or email the parish office, if you have 
any questions: 508-234-2156 or email: 
parishoffice@stpeterockdale.org.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
• Please join us for our Annual Community 
Yard And Plant Sale! As we’ve done in the 
past, we will rent spaces and tables, plus 
we’ll do all the advertising and remember, 
our prime location can’t be beat! Spaces 
Are $25 For Non-Members. Tables Are 
Available To Rent For $5 Each. Last year our 
Community Yard Sale and Plant Sale was 
so successful that we had to implement a 
wait list! We anticipate the same level of 
interest again this year, so don’t delay in 
reserving your spot. We are very excited at 
the thought of gathering, again, with our 
church family and our neighbors on the 
church’s front lawn. Call the church office, 
508-832-2845, to reserve your spot! All are 
welcome! First Congregational Church of 
Auburn, 128 Central Street, Auburn.

HIKES WITH BLACKSTONE VALLEY 
HERITAGE CORRIDER HIKES
The following is a list of hikes in Massachu-
setts being led by volunteer Trail Ambas-
sador Phil. Phil’s hikes begin at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 4: Mendon Town Forest Hike, 
Mendon
Saturday, May 18: Wallis Pond Loop Hike, 
Douglas
Saturday, June 15: Douglas State Forest 
Hike, Douglas

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

Emanuel Lutheran Church
(emanuelworc.org)

200 Greenwood St., Worcester

Community

ITALIAN  
DINNER FREE!

~You’re Invited~

With much division 
in the world, 

let us break bread 
together. 

Saturday, April 27 • 6PM
RSVP at 508.756.6620

Good food, friends and fellowship made possible by a 
grant from the New England Synod ELCA

Auburn Public Library Evening 
Book Club
The next meeting of the Evening Book Club will be a 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 13. The book 

being read is “The Violin Conspiracy” by Brendan Slocumb. The library will provide books for all 
meetings. For more information contact rose Laird at roselaird 2charter.net  or library director 

jcollins@town.aubun.ma.us or call 508-882-7790.
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CChhoooossee  MMoorrrriisssseettttee  &&  SSoonn  aass  yyoouurr  iinnssttaalllleerr,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee::
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years

(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan

-Rebates through MassSave & MassCEC ((MMaassssCCEECC  rreebbaatteess  eexxppiirree  33//2200//1199!!))
--Extended Labor Warranty Available

-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about HUGE

rebate opportunities through MassSave!

© 2013 Mitsubishi Electric

AMERICA’S #1 
SELLING BRAND OF 

DUCTLESS

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

Heat the rooms you live in …  
without wasting energy on 
the rooms you don’t.

Uses 25-50% less energy 
to heat your home.

Employs allergen filtration 
to reduce germs, bacteria 
and viruses.

Provides year-round 
comfort that keeps you 
cool in the summer too.

Requires no ductwork, 
so installation is quick  
and easy.

THERE’S A SMARTER 
WAY TO HEAT ANY 

ROOM THIS WINTER.

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ttooddaayy  ffoorr  aa  nnoo  ccoosstt  
iinn--hhoommee  aasssseessssmmeenntt!!

NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 


