
Lafayette, you are here!
The French hero of the Ameri-

can Revolution, the Marquis 
de Lafayette, made a farewell  

tour of the United States in 1824, 
highlighting the friendship be-
tween the his home country and 
the states, visiting the cities and 
towns of the young country, and 
welcomed by throngs of cheering 
citizens. 

For the 200th anniversary of 
this event, The American Friends 
of Lafayette hosted a commemo-
rative tour which passed through 
Worcester County on Sept. 3. It 
was headed by a costumed inter-
preter of the Marquis (historical 
re-enactor Michael Halbert) and 
accompanied by members of lo-
cal historical societies playing the 
parts of early American super-
numeraries, including militia, 
fife and drum musicians and 
ordinary citizens.

The main means of transporta-
tion for the nobleman over vari-
ous legs of the trip were stage-
coach, horseback, canal barge, 
and steamboat. 

LAFAYETTE
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Webster Welcomes 
New Senior 
Center Director
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

When the former Senior 
Center Director retired, 
the position was a great fit 

for Carole Marchand, Webster’s 
part-time Recreation Director. 
Most towns’ Recreation and Senior 
Centers work hand-in-hand. With 
her Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Management, Marchand was well-
prepared to handle the daily activi-
ties of the Webster Senior Center. 
In May 2024, she was approached 
by the Town Administrator, Rick 
LaFond, to assume the senior 
center’s directorship and it has been 
smooth sailing ever since. Direc-
tor Marchand now handles both 
the Recreation and Senior Center 
Departments. 

Webster never had a Recreation 

Director until several years ago 
but when Marchand spoke with 
the previous Town Administrator, 
Doug Willardson, he felt she would 
be a good fit. She took classes in 
recreation management with other 
towns to learn more about what 
should be on her and the town’s 
agenda. “Some towns do control 
little leagues and summer camps,” 
said Marchand, “but that’s with 
boards made up of seven or eight 
people. Our Webster residents seem 
happy with the recreation depart-
ment activities and our Senior Cen-
ter attendees appear satisfied with 
the events currently happening. It’s 
my second month here and I’m still 
checking out what our attendees 
like and don’t like. One of the main 

From left, Kristyn, Kevin, Carole Marchand, and Aimee

Above, The Marquis de Lafayette arrives at 
the Rider Tavern in Charlton.

Left, the crown gathers for Lafayette's 
arrival.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Casual WaterfrontCasual Waterfront

Dining on lake lashaWayDining on lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSEOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

Please call 
774-449-8333 

for reservations,
take-out or 

reservation online
 308lakeside.com

27 Worcester Road, 
(Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA

www.EdStearnsDressedMeats.com
508-248-7866

NO SUBSTITUTIONS PLEASE 
ORDER IN ADVANCE

Store Hours
 Open  Butcher Close
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM

5  YEARS IN A ROW 
1ST PLACE BEST 
BUTCHER SHOP

A. $50.00A. $50.00
5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
 3 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. LONDON BROIL STEAK OR
 1½ LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS. CUT UP CHICKEN OR 1 LB. HOT DOGS
2 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 1½ LBS. HAMBURG
1-1/2 LBS. HAMBURG OR 2 LBS. GROUND TURKEY

2½ LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK OR
 1½ LBS. DELMONICO STEAKS
5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR 3 LBS. CUT UP CHICKEN
2½ LBS. HAMBURG OR 
 1 STACK (10) 4 OZ. HAMBURGER PATTIES
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR 1 PKG. (1½ LBS.) 
 MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST (OF YOUR CHOICE)
3 LBS. BONELESS SPARE RIBS OR 2 LBS. COUNTRY STYLE RIBS
2 LBS. HOT DOGS OR 1 PKG. (1½ LBS.) COOKED CHICKEN 
 WINGS (OF YOUR CHOICE)
1½ LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK OR 
 2 LBS. LONDON BROIL STEAK

5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR 1 LB. HOT DOGS
2 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 
 3 LBS. COUNTRY STYLE RIBS
2 LBS. HAMBURG OR 
 1½ LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS  CUT UP CHICKEN OR 1 LB. BACON
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR 1 PKG. 
 (1½ LBS) MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST (OF YOUR CHOICE)
1 PKG. (1½ LBS.) SAUSAGE (OF  YOUR CHOICE) OR
 1 PKG. (1½ LBS.) COOKED CHICKEN WINGS (OF YOUR CHOICE)
2 LBS. BONE-IN PORK CHOPS OR 1 PKG. CHICKEN 
 CORDON BLUE OR BROCCOLI & CHEESE CHICKEN
 

SPRING/SUMMER SPECIALS 2024
B. $50.00B. $50.00

2 LBS. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR 
 1½ LBS NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS
1½ LBS. HAMBURG OR 1½ BONE IN PORK CHOPS
2 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 2 LBSS. HAM STEAK
1 PKG. (1½ LBS) SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE OR 
 1 PKG. (1½LBS.) COOKED CHICKEN WINGS
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR 1½ LBS. HOT DOGS

$75.00$75.00 $100.00$100.00

During the New England leg of 
his tour, Lafayette made a stop at 
Wilson’s Coffee House in Charl-
ton (later the Rider Tavern) and 
now maintained by the Charlton 
Historical Society (CHS). 

At the time of the original visit, 
cavalry from Dudley, Southbridge 
and Sturbridge joined together, 
all under the command of a 
Captain Shumway. The General 
Lafayette arrived around 4 p.m. 
and was received with a salute 
from the cavalry and cheers and 
applause from the citizens.

The Marquis was greeted by 

the Reverend Mr. Rich: “Gen-
eral La Fayette, the inhabitants 
of Charlton hold in grateful 
remembrance the very important 
services, which you, Sir, have 
rendered their beloved country. 
They cordially unite with their 
fellow-citizens throughout the 
Union in the heart-cheering 
congratulations excited by your 

recent arrival in America and 
visit through the states. Accept, 
Sir, our assurance of a hearty 
welcome, and the expression of 
our best wishes for your personal 
happiness.

Lafayette addressing the crowd at Sturbridge Common
Above left, The Sturbridge Militia at attention during La Fayette’s speech

LAFAYETTE
continued on page 3 
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SENIOR CENTER
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To learn more 
visit msic.website/TRIM  
or email TRIM@msic.org

Introducing

Get a great  
30-year fixed-rate 
MORTGAGE  
NOW, and if rates 
drop, JUST TRIM™ 
IT LATER...

with 
NO FEE!
msic.website/TRIM-it 
TRIM@msic.org

MAIN FONT: TRAJAN
SUB FONT: MYRIAD

MAIN FONT: TRAJAN
SUB FONT: MYRIAD

Participating credit unions 
are NMLS Approved Lenders 
and Equal Housing Lenders

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

concerns is longer hours so now 
we are open until 4 p.m. We have 
also changed our opening hours 
to 9 a.m. as there aren’t too many 
individuals who arrive before 9.”

Marchand also states that mov-
ies are back at the center as of Sep-
tember 4. Additionally, on the first 
Thursday of the month, there will 
be new entertainment scheduled 
for the evening from 5:45 – 6:45 
p.m. After a dinner hour where 
seniors are on their own, activi-
ties will begin such as music and 
dancing, magicians, musicians, 
comedians, and paint nights. There 
will be light refreshments. New 
suggestions are welcomed and ap-
preciated. 

“All of our attendees have been 
super-friendly and welcoming,” 
says Marchand, “there really 

haven’t been any challenges to 
speak of. We have a self check-in 
kiosk to record those in attendance 
and are trying to encourage more 
people to use the check-in. Any 
time people use our services, it 
demonstrates our service capa-
bilities and helps toward our state 
formula grants. The grants are 
based on the senior population in 
Webster but it also helps to show 
the amount of seniors who are us-
ing our facility. We are also happy 
to welcome any senior citizens 
from any other town.”

Bingo on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. 
is always a big draw. The games 
are held until 3:15 p.m. or so and 
always brings in a big crowd. The 
game is run like clockwork by 
their own group of seniors. The 
center also has pitch leagues, chair 
dancing, cribbage groups, knitting 
groups, and mahjong players. The 
center is also looking at having a 
casino night. All events are listed 
in their monthly newsletter which 

can be reviewed online at www.
webster-ma.gov and by navigating 
to the Senior Center tab. 

“We are currently working with 
the local and state Councils on 
Aging to learn about more senior 
services and what we can offer 
here,” said Marchand, “everything 
seems to be going smoothly. Tri-
Valley, Inc. of Dudley delivers hot 
and nutritious meals to us Tuesday 
– Friday and all seniors are wel-
come to dine with us for a nominal 
suggested donation of $3. All are 
welcome and a two-day notice is 
required for our meal program. On 
average we have 30-40 diners daily. 
We also offer a hot dog or potato 
or pasta bar often which everyone 

really seems to enjoy. There are 90 
seats in our dining room. We also 
have a hair salon with very reason-
able pricing. Walk-ins are welcome 
on Wednesdays but Tuesdays and 

Thursdays are by appointment.
Webster Senior Center, 5 Church 

Street, Webster MA 01570. Hours: 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Phone: (508) 949-
3845.  

Lafayette’s response was typi-
cally gracious: “The repeated ex-
pressions of kindness and esteem 
which I have received since my 
arrival in this country render me 
unable to express the high delight 
with which I behold the grate-
ful sensibility of the American 
people.”

Lafayette had some refresh-
ments at the coffee house and 
was introduced to a number of 
the citizens. 

The General expressed his 
high commendation of the ap-
pearance of the cavalry, and the 
fine style by which they per-
formed the duties of escort.

The Charlton Historical Soci-
ety maintains the Rider Tavern 

and has had a display about La-
fayette’s visit for many years. The 
Lafayette Trail recently placed 
one of its markers in Charlton on 
the grounds of the Rider Tavern.

Across the street from the 
tavern was the Charlton Militia’s 
drilling field. 

Lafayette’s final stop in Mas-
sachusetts was Sturbridge, where 
he was greeted with a triumphal 
arch of greens on the Common 
and by music from the Uxbridge 
Grenadiers.  Two shots were fired 
from a cannon by the Sturbridge 
Artillery and the hurrahs of 
thousands of civilians. Included 
toasts from distinguished role 
playing guests from Old Stur-
bridge Village and performances 
by the Old Sturbridge Villages 
singers.

LAFAYETTE
continued from page 2
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Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years

 Mon. 4-9pm; Closed Tues.; Wed. & Thurs. 11:30am-9pm;
 Fri. 11:30am-10pm; Sat. 4-10pm and Sun. 12-9pm

508-478-0871 • 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon
See Our Menu on our website
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

Casual Elegant Dining and Banquets

TRY OUR FAMOUS Cinnamon Rolls & Chowder

PRIME RIB AND STEAKS
Prepared over our open pit

FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS
CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES 

APPETIZERS, SALADS
COMBINATION DINNERS 

AND KID’S MEALS

New England 
Steak & Seafood Restaurant

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years

Attic • Basement • Garage • Shed
Single Item or Whole Building Cleanouts

Call / Text / Email Today • 508-713-5696
localguystrashremoval@gmail.com

Junk/Trash
Removal

Licensed & Insured

Charlton Public Library Wants YOU!
… to get a Library Card

September is Library Card 
Sign-up Month, and Charlton 
Library wants to put library 

cards into the hands of every 
resident who doesn’t already have 
a card…no matter if you are five 
or ninety-five years old! With a 
library card you can discover new 
and exciting worlds! Sure you can 
use it to borrow books, books on 
CD, DVDs, magazines, puzzles, 

museum passes, hotspots, and a 
whole bunch of other cool stuff 
(did you know we have a metal 
detector, ukuleles, an ice cream 
maker, bocce, badminton, disc golf, 
AND now pickleball paddles?!) A 
library card also gets you access to 
streaming movies, downloadable 
eBooks and audiobooks, online 
educational resources, Do-It-Your-
self classes, concerts, and research 

databases! There is so much you 
can access with a library card…and 
all free to you! If you don’t already 
have a card, stop by Charlton 
Public Library during the month of 
September to get one and you will 
be entered into a drawing to win 
a Chromebook! Charlton Public 
Library is located at 40 Main Street 
in Charlton.

Pearle L. Crawford Library Programs and Events
40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley
Join us for one of our programs at 

the Pearle!  To register, www.craw-

fordlibrary.org or 508-949-8021 
September is Library Card Sign 

up Month! The theme this year is 

“Autobots, roll out…to the library!” 
Stop by, get a card, and be eligible 
for some cool giveaways! New 
CWMARS card members only. 
Must be 5+.
JOIN US FOR A MINI QUILT SHOW!

Our local “Pearle Quilters” are 
showing off their talents for the 
month of September. Please come 
and view their beautiful creations 
hanging in the Fels Room. This 
group is always looking for new 
members. They meet weekly to 
socialize and exchange ideas and 
techniques related to quilting. A 
small reception will be held on 
Wednesday, Sept 18th 2:00-4:30. 
Refreshments will be served and 
are funded by the Hugh W. & Har-
riet K. Crawford Endowment Fund 
for the Pearle L. Crawford Memo-
rial Library.
GENTLE YOGA 

Mondays in September, 10-11am 
Fels Community Room
Join instructors Erin & Jia, 

for traditional “on the mat” yoga 
class with 15 minute relaxation at 
the end. 

Bring your own mat. Wear lay-
ers, do not eat heavily 1.5-2 hours 
before class.
MOVIES @ THE PEARLE!!

Tuesdays in September at 1:00
September 17: Kingdom of 

Planet of the Apes
September 24: Unsung Hero

MAHJONG AT THE PEARLE
Wednesday in Sept., 10:00-12:30 

Fels Community Room
The game consists of players 

competing to form distinct sets or 
pairs of tiles, similar to gin rummy.

Everyone welcome, registration 
not required.
SEED SAVING WITH LANETTE!

Monday, Sept. 16, 6:00-7:30
Learn how and why you should 

collect and save seeds from many 
of the plants in your garden.

Join Lanette Lepper, a member 
of the Dudley Agricultural Com-
mission and Quiet Corner Garden 
Club, to learn helpful tips and 
techniques.

This program is sponsored by 
the Dudley Agricultural Commis-
sion & the Town of Dudley.  
FALL OFFICE HOURS WITH SENATOR 
FATTMAN’S STAFF AND STATE REPRE-
SENTATIVE JOHN MARSI

Wednesday, Sept. 18, 10:30-
11:30 

Meet with District Director 
Amanda Hellyar and John Marsi to 
seek guidance on issues related to a 

state agency, find out about upcom-
ing events, and learn more about 
legislative affairs on Beacon Hill.
ALL RISE WITH DIANE GODFREY- 
TRUE CRIME EVENT

Thursday, Sept. 19, 6:00-7:30
Do you enjoy true crime? 

Interested in a peek behind the 
courtroom scene?

Join Podcasters Jordan Rich & 
Diane Godfrey as they share all the 
real ins & outs of true crime! Diane 
will be onsite for a live discussion. 
Registration required.
QUEEN ELIZABETH II “HER MAJESTY” 
PERFORMED BY SHERYL FAYE

Saturday, Sept. 21, 11-12:30 
Sheryl Faye presents Historical 

Women-Queen Elizabeth II “Her 
Majesty” 

She was a true icon, inspiring 
people around the world with her 
strength, courage, resilience, and 
dedication to a life of service. For 
70 years, she remained a constant 
presence as sovereign, shepherding 
the people of the UK through both 
joyful times and darker periods 
of challenge and uncertainty. An 
enduring admiration for Queen 
Elizabeth II united people across 
the Commonwealth. Registration 
is required.
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Webster Development, Town Hall Grandeur, 
and Refugee Center Update
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

McGovern Lane and Brian 
Avenue in Webster are on a 
developer’s agenda. The road 

is the last thoroughfare on the right 
after the Harrington/UMass campus 
on Thompson Road. The town of 
Thompson, Connecticut has granted 
a construction project permit with 
the only access road being through 
the town of Webster. Thompson has 
approved major construction for 
30-plus condominiums and town-
houses, but never properly notified 
Webster as an abutter, according to 
Town Administrator Rick LaFond. 
The entire situation is under ap-
peal by Webster in a Connecticut 
court. The only access to the large 
construction project is through the 
town of Webster. Will construction 
vehicles like heavy dump trucks 
and land-clearing machinery soon 
be pummeling and destroying the 
pavement of Thompson Road, 
McGovern Lane, and Brian Avenue?  
Will Webster receive all the negative 
heavy construction dust, debris, 
and traffic without any tax benefits? 
How will fire trucks and emergency 
vehicles gain access to the sizeable 
development?  The fragile roads 

leading to the proposed develop-
ment were certainly not meant for 
heavy equipment rolling through. 

“We are certainly displeased over 
the lack of concern by the town of 
Thompson,” said LaFond. 

The town of Webster has received 
a generous and incredible offer from 
local resident Christopher Robert. 
The local businessman has offered 
to restore the town’s auditorium and 
town hall to its former magnificence. 
Visions of Worcester’s Mechanics 
Hall are in order for Mr. Robert’s 
inspirations. The auditorium has 
approximately an 1,100-1,200 seat 
capacity and according to Wikipedia 
“was built in 1927-28 to a design by 
Michael Dyer and Company, whose 
later work included several other 
notable municipal buildings in Mas-
sachusetts. The two and a half brick 
story building is laid in Flemish 
bond, with paneled concrete corner 
quoins. Like the former Anthony 
Sitkowski school, now senior hous-
ing, it has a hip roof, denticulated 
cornice, and wide frieze. The school’s 
cupola was moved to top the town 
hall at this time, and the work done 
at this time included construction of 
an auditorium that joined the town 
hall and school together.”  

There will be an article regard-

ing the offer at the upcoming town 
meeting to be held on Monday, 
October 21.

An update on the Beacon Street 
refugee center located off Lake Street 
indicates that the site is still in its 
site-planning stage with the town 
Planning Board. A Planning Board 
hearing is scheduled for Monday, 
September 23. According to the 
town’s consulting engineer, 33 items 
needed to be dealt with including 
access for fire apparatus to the side 
and rear of the building as well as 
parking and drainage issues. New 
plans were submitted on Sunday, 
one day before the Planning Board’s 
last meeting, where requirements 
still had not met the Planning 
Board’s conditions. In September 
the plans will be approved or denied. 
Neighbors have been sued for use of 
Rosemont Street as an access road, 
however, the neighbors do not own 
the street. A title search must be 
conducted by the developer and the 
land court judge has established a 
January 2025 hearing to review the 
title search submission.

Town Administrator LaFond also 
advises that a Mexican restaurant 
has applied for occupancy in the 
former Stave and Still restaurant 
located at 131 Main Street.

CO M P L E T E  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  VA CAT I O N S

O F  WO R C E S T E R

Back by Popular Demand 

You Are Invited
Learn about Viking River & Ocean cruise  

ships and itineraries at our interactive event

Viking River Cruise Specialists 
will be on hand to answer any questions you might have

EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL OFFERS 
will be provided at event

 

Wednesday, September 18th 
6:00 PM CHECK IN | 6:30 PM PRESENTATION 

Beechwood Hotel   
363 Plantation St. | Worcester, MA 01605

This event is for new to Viking guests –all promotions/specials 
will be extended to past Viking guests!

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet
tgoulet@cruiseplanners.com TNTGuysTravel.com  •  774-261-8160

Due to demand, attendance is limited. RSVP Required. Reserve your spot today!

Rooted in history,
ready for the future.

38 East Main Street,  Webster MA 01570 
Phone: (508) 943-1298

Roland P. Malboeuf & John P. Hickey, Directors of Funerals

Scanlon Scanlon 
Funeral ServiceFuneral Service
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localtownpages

REACH NEARLY 172,000 WITH OUR ANNUAL 

This holiday season, showcase your business in our 
Holiday Guides - a special pull-out section. Drive shop-
pers to your door with great gift ideas, catering options 
and everything to make the holidays joyful and bright!

Coming in November and December! Save 10% when 
you commit to both Guides!

Holiday Guides

Reserve your space today
 by contacting Christine Hodecker

at 508-769-8432 or by email at 
chrishodecker@theyankeexpress.com

Don’t miss out!
Reservation deadlines:

October 10th for November issue
November 7th for December issue

94 East Main St., Webster, MA94 East Main St., Webster, MA

BEER IS NOW BEER IS NOW 
COOLED BY COOLED BY 

SOLAR POWER!SOLAR POWER!

Hours:  Mon-Sat  8am - 11pm  • Sun  10 am - 10 pm

• Fine Wine • Craft Beer • Lottery • Fine Wine • Craft Beer • Lottery 
• Bottle Redemption • In-Store Specials• Bottle Redemption • In-Store Specials

•Excellent Selection
 • Convenient Store Shopping

•Discount Store Pricing
Fine Cigars • 99¢ Nips

Hank’s LiquorsHank’s Liquors
We carry everything you need for We carry everything you need for 
your summer party or barbecue.your summer party or barbecue.

Second Annual Gala Event At Gladys E. Kelly Public Library
A second “Bites, Books and 

Blooms” fundraising event 
is coming to the Gladys E. 

Kelly library on Thursday, Octo-
ber 17, from 6 until 8 pm.  If you 
missed the first one, now is your 

chance to attend the event that 
was the talk of the town.  Prepare 
for an evening of tasty local food, 

music, a beer and wine cash bar, 
and the chance to stroll through 
unique floral displays depicting 
books and poems. Local florists, 
clubs, churches and some crafty 
individuals are busy choosing a 
favorite literary item to portray 
in a diorama of flowers that will 
inspire our imaginations. This 
year’s event will feature hors 
d’oeuvres from Webster’s own 
Bistro Eighty Ates along with 
live music from the Carlos Odria 
Trio. 

Haven’t visited the Gladys 
E. Kelly Library yet?  It is an 
architectural gem and, increas-
ingly, a center of community life 
for Webster and surrounding 
towns. In addition to book clubs 
and lectures, the library hosts 
concerts, yoga classes, a board 
games club, and a cookbook club 
with monthly dinners.  And that’s 
just the adult programming.  
There are even more activities for 
children. In July, total attendance 
at library programs was 2400. 

Money raised in this fund-
raiser will go to the Friends of the 
Library, supporting these pro-
grams as well as a new outreach 
program for all young children 
residing in Webster: Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library.  Any 

Webster resident aged 0-5 years 
can receive one free book per 
month mailed to his or her home.  
The Library Friends pay for the 
postage, so there is absolutely 
no cost to the family. Imagine 
that!  Please encourage any young 
families you know to visit the li-
brary and sign up to raise lifelong 
readers.

Get your fundraiser tickets 
now at $35 each at the library, on 
our website (gladyskellylibrary.
org), or by scanning this QR 
code.  You can also support the li-
brary programs by donating a gift 
card or basket for the evening’s 
raffle.  If interested in contrib-
uting an item, contact Martina 
Koziak at ma2622@charter.net.
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HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Finding an Electrician Fried My Nerves
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Sometimes you are the fool of 
all fools and that’s how I feel 
right now.  I had been search-

ing relentlessly for an electrician 
to add extra electrical outlets, 
light switches, lighting, and a 
remote-controlled skylight.  I 
suppose $5,000 worth of electrical 
work is small potatoes these days 
and most individuals and compa-
nies can’t be bothered. I must’ve 
phoned eight different individuals 
and companies who either never 
returned my voicemail or were 
disinterested unless I was re-
wiring my entire home.

I also had one individual 
referred to me who came immedi-
ately to my home with his notepad 
and trusty pen to take notes and 
offer suggestions for the work I 
required. When I opened my front 
door to greet him, however, he 
reeked of stale alcohol. I listened 
to his life story but, of course, I 
knew he was already off my list 
even though he seemed to be a 
likeable fellow. He promised me 
that he’d “get right back to me 
with his estimate.” Needless to say, 
I never heard from him. No big 
surprise, I guess.

I finally phoned my local Home 
Depot thinking that they might 
have individuals registered with 
their professional desk. I received 
about four responses of which 
one was a local electrician who 
lived two towns over from me. I 
phoned the guy and after ex-

changing pleasantries and what 
my electrical needs were, we made 
an appointment for him to visit in 
a few days. He also told me that 
he charged a $50 fee for his ap-
pointment but that the fee would 
be taken off my final bill if I hired 
him. 

An older gentlemen, he seemed 
very nice, well-dressed, and 
listened to what I wanted to have 
done while also making sug-
gestions along the way. He gave 
me his calling card which stated 
“master electrician” and he went 
over some of the jobs he had 
done in the past. When I men-
tioned that I was also considering 
updating my outdoor security, 
he showed me his cellphone’s live 
feed for the security cameras he 
had installed at his own home. 
Everything looked very legit and 
I had already decided that he 
would be my final choice after all 
the disinterested people that I had 
previously encountered. I wrote 
him his $50 check and mentioned 
that Mondays and Tuesdays 
would be the best days for him to 
visit and begin his work. He then 
advised me that “he always golfs 
on Tuesdays” so that day would 
be out.  I accepted his schedule 
and told him that I’d look forward 
to his estimate and that he could 
begin working at his earliest op-
portunity.  We shook hands and 
he left.

When I had not heard from 
him 10 days later, I texted him 
to ask for my estimate. His reply 
was that he was “so busy and 

that he’d get the estimate to me 
either today or tomorrow.”  I also 
noted that he had cashed my $50 
check right away.  In the following 
days, I waited and waited with no 
communication from him finally 
realizing that I’d been defrauded 
and what an ignorant idiot I was 
for writing that check.  I had 
never/ever been asked to write a 
check for an estimate for any work 
on my home before. And then, to 
add insult to injury and fraud, he 
must’ve recently responded to a 
Home Depot inquiry regarding 
his visit to my home and the sta-
tus of same. On August 31, almost 
two months after contacting me, 
he advised Home Depot that he 
could not perform the work at my 
home!

Caveat Emptor!  Let the buyer 
beware!

The silver (or gold) lining to my 
story is that a considerate friend 
then referred a most wonderful 
and detail-oriented electrician to 
me. Not only is this young man 
honest, caring, and kind but I’m 
sure I will never find anyone as 
excellent as he is. He has done all 
the electrical work I have re-
quested and has completed each 
request to the highest of stan-
dards. Thank you, Paul, you are 
The best!

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

Dudley 
Citizens’ Fire 
Academy

The Dudley Fire Department is 
hosting a Citizens’ Fire Acade-
my for people aged 18 or older 

who live or work in the town of 
Dudley. There will be eight weeks 
of three-hour classes (approxi-
mately 20 hours of instruction). 
Classes meet at 6 p.m. starting Oct. 
2 at the Dudley Fire Department, 
128 West Main Street. Class size is 
limited to 12 students. For more 
information and an enrollment 
form, visit  www.dudleyma.gov/
fire-department.

A Trunkful of Goodies

It’s that time of year again where 
the days get shorter, the nights 
get cooler and the ghosts and 

goblins come out to play.  Be a part 
of Webster’s annual Main Street 
Trunk or Treat event on October 
25 from 4-6 p.m..  For businesses 
along Main Street and South Main 
Street, flyers will be available in the 

coming weeks.  Please display the 
flyers if you wish to participate.  If 
not, please don’t display.  The flyer 
is your porch light.  Anyone inter-
ested in decorating a trunk, pickup 
truck or trailer please reach out 
to cmarchand@webster-ma.gov to 
be part of a spooky good time.
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SPORTS

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

ONLY
THE BESTMATERIALS

3M
AVERY

ORACAL

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

All signs point to “yes” for Bartlett High football 
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Each and every year the Bartlett 
High School football team 
under the guidance of Dean 

Laboissonniere begins the season 
with two goals in mind: make the 
Division 8 tournament and beat 
Southbridge in the Thanksgiving 
Day game. 

While the Indians were able to 
edge their rivals 10-8 last Thanks-
giving, the annual Turkey Day 
game has been a back-and-forth 
event for the two schools. Over 
the 103 year rivalry, the Pioneers 

hold a 55-46-2 record over the In-
dians and despite Bartlett winning 
the game last fall, Southbridge had 
won the previous four years.

With the Bartlett coach feeling 
really good about the upcoming 
season, he is hoping that his team 
can be one of the 16 teams that 
will vie for the Division 8 Cham-
pionship.

 “I believe that we have a 
legitimate shot at being one of 
those teams that make it into 
the Division 8 playoff bracket,” 
Laboissonniere said. “Winning the 
South Worcester County League 
doesn’t really matter anymore with 

the new playoff format. Our goal 
is to be one of the teams to make a 
push for the playoffs.”

Having completed the regular 
season at 5-6 last year, Labois-
sonniere will be returning a lot of 
sophomores and juniors 
form last year’s squad 
and although they are 
a year older, the overall 
team is still relatively 
young. Bartlett gradu-
ated four seniors from 
last year’s near .500 team 
including the leading and 
number three rushers.

Although the Indians 
will not have half of their 
running back corps from 
a year ago, Laboisson-
niere will be relying on 
sophomore Josh Ramirez 
to take the reins and run 
with a purpose as he 
tucks the football under 
his arm. Ramirez will be 
stepping into the team’s 
lead back this season.

 “He’ll be our go-to 
guy. As our tailback this year, 
we’re hoping for a big season 
from him; he’s a shifty runner 
with good speed and sees the 
field well,” the Bartlett coach said. 
“Last year he was our fullback and 
although a little undersized for the 
position, he played it tough and 
give us an explosiveness that was 
not there typically.”

Another big offensive returner 
will be junior quarterback Law-
rence Smith. Last fall the then 
sophomore found himself as the 
Indians starting quarterback and 
will once again give Bartlett a dual 

threat behind center.
 “He is a dual threat, but we’re 

primarily a run first team,” the 
coach said. “He has improved his 
arm strength and accuracy over 
the off season. He has one of the 

strongest arms that have come 
through this program in the last 
15 years.”

Slot receiver junior Kenny Ar-
pin, who will also see action as a 
defensive back for Bartlett, is also 
back and looking to once again 
lead the team in receiving yards.

“Being a run first team, he 
didn’t have a lot of eye-popping 
stats for us last year,” Labois-
sonniere said. “But he was able 
to make some big catcher in big 
spots, usually in traffic. Having a 
basketball background, you can 
see it translate onto the football 

field, he should be a good leader 
for us this season.”

Defensively Laboissonniere will 
have sophomores Cam Forsytag 
and Xavier Butler returning to 
shore up the line this fall. Butler 

saw some time last 
year as a freshman 
as a linebacker and 
will return to that 
position once again 
while Forsytag was 
a defensive end as a 
freshman and will be 
moved to the line-
backing position this 
year, where the coach 
has said he’s worked 
extremely hard in 
the off-season to get 
ready for the new 
position.

Junior Izayah Per-
ry, a two-year starter 
at defensive end will 
once again line up 
in the position for 
the Indians this fall. 
Laboissonniere has 

seen a huge improvement from 
last year and will be expecting big 
things from the junior this season.

Although these athletes are the 
tip of the iceberg when it comes to 
Bartlett football, the Coach noted 
there is a lot of excellent talent 
that graces this year’s roster. The 
squad may be young on the lines, 
but are deeper at the skill position 
on both sides of the ball, which 
should help the Indians accom-
plish their pre-season goals.
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com
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TWO WAYS TO ENTER!TWO WAYS TO ENTER!

ENTER TO WIN TWO GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS!

OROR

Answer these two questions and send your response to: Our Town Publishing: CONTEST,  74 Main St., Suite 16, Medway MA 02053 

1. What is your favorite animal or attraction at Southwick’s Zoo?
2. What would you like to see more of in your local newspaper?

Name:        Phone: 

Winners will be chosen at random and notified by phone or email. Tickets are for entrance to Winter Wonderland display only.

By entering this contest, you are providing consent for Southwick’s Zoo and Our Town Publishing (the publishers of The Yankee Xpress/Blackstone Valley Xpress, Free Press and the newspapers of Local Town Pages)
to contact you via phone or email for this promotion or upcoming promotions. Only one winner per household. Cannot be an employee or family member of Southwick’s Zoo or Our Town Publishing to win.

BUYINGBUYING
OLD TOYSOLD TOYS

                          

HIGHEST PRICES PAIDHIGHEST PRICES PAID
For Your Childhood

Toy Collections from
1980s  - 1990s1980s  - 1990s

STAR WARS, He-man,
Garbage Pail Kids, etc.

Please Call 860-933-5549

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

The Ghost Of Giles Corey
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

The Howard Street Cemetery in 
Salem, Massachusetts is a regu-
lar stop on ghost tours. The 

many ancient graves are worth the 
trek alone, but it is another eerie 
sighting that the tour goers want 
to see, yet most Salem residents 
shudder at the thought of. The 
graveyard, dating back to 1801 was 
the field where Giles Corey met his 
tragic end during the Salem witch 
hysteria of 1692. Sheriff George 
Corwin condemned him for witch-
craft. When asked to enter a plea, 
he used the legal tactic of “stand-
ing mute” and therefore his land 
could not be confiscated. With no 
plea entered, Corey technically re-
mained innocent, and his property 
could not be legally seized.

On September 19, 1692, in an at-
tempt to get a plea from the 81 year 
old man, Giles Corey was placed 
in the field under great boulders 
where the Howard Street Cemetery 
now sits. It is right behind the 
old Salem Prison which recently 
became apartments. When asked 
to enter a plea, he just said, “more 
weight.” This went on for three 
days.

Before he died from the im-

mense weight of the boulders 
that were placed upon him, he 
cursed the village of Salem and all 
sheriffs who would ever preside 
in the little hamlet. The personal 
curse he placed on Corwin went to 
the effect that he would someday 
choke on his own blood. It seems 
that his curse has had some sort 
of influence on the town. Records 
reveal that every sheriff of Salem 
has since suffered the same illness 
resulting in death or an early 
retirement due to a heart or blood 
related malady. Corwin died at the 
age of 30 from a heart attack on 
April 12, 1696.

There is a legend that Giles 
Corey’s ghost always appears 
before something tragic happens. 
His ghost was seen roaming the 
cemetery just before the Salem fire 
of June 25, 1914 that destroyed 
1,376 buildings and made over 
18,000 people homeless or jobless. 
Corey’s ghost has been reported 
just before other smaller but sig-
nificant terrible events in the Witch 
City. Many tourists have taken 
photographs of what appears to be 
either Corey’s ghost or one of the 
many others that are said to roam 
this active burial ground. 

Giles Corey’s burial site remains 

unknown to this day. George Cor-
win’s remains were hidden in the 
cellar of the family home out of the 
fear that the angry people of Salem 
who were wronged by his hand 
would tear his corpse to shreds. 
He was later buried in the Howard 
Street Cemetery in the family plot.

One more interesting note; the 
cemetery was opened in 1801 and 
the first interment was a 2nd mate 
aboard the Belisarius named Ben-
jamin Ropes who died tragically, 
oddly enough, after being crushed 
to death by the foretopmast of the 
ship.

After meandering through the 
Howard Street Cemetery, take a 
trip to the Charter Street Burial 
Ground where the Salem witch-
craft memorials are. This is actually 
the most popular of the Salem 
graveyards. It is here that the me-
morial to the people who were ex-
ecuted for the crime of witchcraft 
sits. Stone slabs mark the memory 
and death of each of the nineteen 
victims. There are claims that the 
place is haunted. People have seen 
apparitions and heard unearthly 
screams from the cemetery. Per-
haps the spirits of those who per-
ished due to the witch trials either 
at the gallows or in jail still wail for 

revenge and restitution. If you visit 
the graveyard you will see that the 
memorial is not accessible from the 
burial ground. Even in death long 
after the persecutions have ended, 
these individuals are still kept apart 

from their peers. Infamous witch 
judge Jonathan Hathorne is buried 
there. His descendant, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne added a “W” to his 
name in order to separate himself 
from the horrible family legacy.
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Luke Travels Upstream at New Hampshire’s 
Doggie Dive

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

The New Hampshire motto, 
“Live Free or Die” couldn’t 
have been more relevant this 

past August. Luke’s annual trip (of 
two) to the White Mountains, NH 
was full of all that he loved about 
the great outdoors. There was so 
much to see and smell and hear. 
He especially loved sleeping at the 
foot of our bedside in a charming 
cottage that smelled of wood and 
honey. Who would have guessed 
that the tide of our trip would 
turn?  

We took Luke to the Basin, 
a sought-out New Hampshire 
destination full of lavish attrac-
tions. The experience was both 
primal and positive for Luke. Rug-
ged trails frosted with sticks and 
stones whet his palette, though his 
mind remained doggishly one-
track. “THERE’S WATER DOWN 
THERE!! I’M NOT KIDDING 
YOU!” There was no denying the 
scent of glistening streams down 
below. Even if we could manage to 
deter Luke, how would we sleep at 
night knowing that we pulled him 
away from one of mother earth’s 
natural wonders? We tightened our 
bootstraps and trucked downhill. 

Shades of green and gold 
shimmered like a desert of shiny 
pennies in the natural pool before 
us. Rays of sunlight beamed down 
on the water’s surface. Ripples of 

light danced. We were in heaven, 
it seemed. Luke shot a glance at 
the water then—sold—pulled us 
forward like a drug-sniffing canine. 
“Luke. Easy!” He was euphoric, 
high on the prospect of immersing 
himself in one of New Hampshire’s 
greatest treasures, the wondrous 
basin. He stretched. He sniffed. 
He darted this way and 
that, barking at rushes 
of water. “I’m not afraid 
of you! I’ve fought the 
hose water rush for one-
point-five years now!” 

Luke may have been 
fearless, but we were 
not. My husband’s knees 
knocked to the cry of 
Luke’s water passion. 
What if he was swal-
lowed up and taken 
down stream? I worried 
that me might tear an 
ACL, given so many 
slippery rocks. “What 
a beautiful dog!” We 
buried our fears in the 
comfort of fellow hik-
ers—that and Luke’s 
research. 

My dog proved a 
careful observer. He 
crouched down low. He 
sniffed out what did and 
didn’t make sense, even 
for an expert swimmer. He noted 
the intensity and force of water 
explosions at certain sections. His 
big head creased in awareness. He 
backed off. He tested the waters 
with a tentative paw. Luke was 
determined to make informed 

choices. Survival was in his genes. 
He may not be the fittest, but he 
was certainly the fluffiest. More-
over, this pedigree descended from 
a long line of thinkers. He looked 
up at us for a verdict. “You’re be-
ing such a good boy, Luke.” We 
unhitched him and allowed him to 
swim in the baby pool on the op-

posite side of the falls. 
“Look at the doggie learning to 

swim, honey!” Every Dog Mom 
has experienced that moment—
when her dog’s behavior falls 
somewhere between being cute 
and bizarre. “He’s making his own 
fun with the bubbles!” Indeed, he 
was. “It’s his thing.” I responded, 
while an oblivious Luke paddled 
like an unathletic seal. He flapped 
at the water to create bubbles, then 
chased them down with a biting 
mouth.  Perhaps we should have 
cut our losses and settled on one 
dynamic swim for Luke. 

New Hampshire, ever outdoorsy, 
held more water opportunity. 

The Bretton Woods River had 
been a historic hideaway spot, a 

nook in the back end of the woods 
with flat rocks situated between 
two natural pools. The expansive 
landscape offered a perfect means 
to sit on a towel, sunbathe, or, in 
the case of this Friday, take your 
dog to a water park. Our private 
beach had apparently gained 
notoriety. 

“This is Luke,” I hol-
lered down from the 
high incline leading to 
the beach. “He’s friendly, 
but occasionally shows 
same-sex aggression.” 
My voice became the 
echo of a mickey mouse 
game. Owners tight-
ened their grips on dog 
leashes and gossiped 
about Luke. Oblivious, 
he puffed his mane out 
like Mufasa of the Lion 
King and stood like a 
statue on a high ledge. 
Big dogs pinned their 
ears back. Small dogs 
closed their tiny, barky 
mouths.  

“Let’s go.” 
We bumbled clumsily 

down the trail leading 
to the natural beach. 
Elena, a happy-go-lucky 
silver lab, mouthed a 
tennis ball and greeted 

me with a full body shake and 
shower. “Sorry about that,” her 
owner apologized. “No worries! I 
was hot anyway,” I lied. Dog People 
have learned from their dogs to not 
sweat the small stuff.  Elena eyed 
Luke adoringly, but he ignored the 
opposite sex. In fact, he ignored 
every sex on the dog beach. 

“I haven’t swum in twenty-four 
hours.” Unleashed, the stud melted 
into the water and paddled grace-
fully. Then, something changed. As 
though wanting to separate himself 
from the hype of the Doggie Dive, 
he began to paddle further down 
the river. We all raised a brow. 
“Where’s Luke headed?” The scene 
falls on me now like a 35-millime-
ter slide shot of my childhood. “Re-

member the time when we visited 
the river and Luke….”  

The current takes him by sur-
prise. I can see him whimper upon 
discovering that the water resists his 
paddle. He’s learned that he’s not 
able to freely swim back in the direc-
tion he came from. He’s suddenly 
nervous. Dogs need to sense exactly 
how to return home. At the same 
time, he boasts a side of himself 
that is hugely strong. His big head 
bobs over the water while his paws 
and full body operate like a small 
motor. My pup, a playful swimmer, 
is literally traveling upstream. He 
cannot go with the flow, lest he be 
taken by the river’s current. I’ve been 
navigating these rivers for over forty 
years. I’ve got to lure Luke away 
from panic. I climb onto an island of 
smooth stones and stand perpen-
dicular to him.  “C’mon, Luke. Swim 
this way.” I can tell that he’s working 
towards me, but it’s not easy. A 
woman stands above us at the cliff 
bordering the river. Her fingers rest 
on her chest. “We are all praying for 
him.”

The moment is both redundant 
and significant. I’ve been here 
before. I’ve done this before. “You 
can do it, Luke.” By this time, I’m 
side-stroking my way in the direc-
tion he needs to follow. His wet 
bear cub face bobs above the water. 
He’s paddling against the current 
with his chunky paws until, finally, 
something clicks. “I gotta go get 
Momma.”

Luke makes his way out of the 
flow. 

“Yayyyyy, Luke!! The entire Dog 
Park had been watching an episode 
of The Day Luke Got Stuck in a 
Current. Dogs sat still and stared. 
Smokers paused between puffs. 
Elena dropped her ball. One dog 
lover stood ankle deep at the shore 
with a bag of Doritos. “Can I give 
him one?” 

My mind’s eye traces over the 
casual manner by which Luke 
munched the chip, shook off the 
incident, and went back in the 
water with better understanding 
of how the river works. He even 
found a boulder to climb upon to 
regroup if needed. 

My dog would rather die than 
live without freedom. I couldn’t 
agree with him more.

Write to Amy
amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Follow Luke on IG
@livingwithlukevalentino

LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

•Boarding •Grooming •Daycare

Book Now
for School 
Vacations

Now accepting
new grooming &
boarding clients
265 Dudley River Road, Southbridge, MA

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding
Luxury Suites Available

Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM
Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

50 Years Real Estate 
Experience 

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704
Worcester, MA 01609
774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937
 & 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

Toget her , We’re  
Working For You! 

Providing Real Estate 
Needs For: 
 - Retirees   - Families 
 - Seniors  - Veterans 
 -1st Time Buyers - Military 
 -Empty Nesters  - Investors 
 -Waterfront Buyers  - And more 

RE/MAX
Advantage I

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to 
Realtors? You found us!

Can you take out the red circle all together, and 
then under photo have it say Dine In & Take Out 
Always Available and for coupon have the begin-
ning say Buy any Meal 

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas

5050%%offoff
Buy any meal, get 50% off the 2nd meal

 of equal or lesser value with 
beverages purchased. Dine in only. 

1 per table/party. Not combinable with other 
offers or specials.  Offer expires 9-30-24

Online orders with pickup or delivery

Dine-in and Take-out 
Always Available

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  • Lawnmower Repair

Today’s Biggest Housing Market Myths

Have you ever heard the phrase: 
don’t believe everything you 
hear? That’s especially true 

if you’re thinking about buying or 
selling a home in today’s housing 
market. There’s a lot of misinforma-
tion out there. And right now, mak-
ing sure you have someone you can 
go to for trustworthy information 

is extra 
important. 
If you 
partner 
with a 
real estate 
agent, they 
can clear 
up some 
common 
miscon-
ceptions 
and reas-
sure you 

by backing them up with facts. Here 
are just a few misconceptions we 
can help disprove.

1. I’ll get a better deal once 
prices crash: If you’ve heard home 
prices are going to come crashing 
down, it’s time to look at what’s 
actually happening. While prices 
vary by local market, there’s a lot 
of data out there from numerous 
sources that shows a crash is not go-
ing to happen. Back in 2008, there 
was a dramatic oversupply of homes 
that led to prices crashing. Across 
the board, there’s an undersup-
ply of homes for sale today. That 
makes this market a whole different 
scenario.

So, if you think waiting will score 
you a deal, know that data shows 
there’s not a crash on the horizon, 

and waiting isn’t going to pay off the 
way you’d hoped.

2. I won’t be able to find any-
thing to buy: If this nagging fear 
about finding the right home if 
you move is still holding you back, 
you probably haven’t talked with 
an expert real estate agent lately. 
Throughout the year, the supply 
of homes for sale has grown. Data 
from Realtor.com helps put this 
into context. While there are still 
fewer homes on the market than 
in a more normal year like 2019, 
inventory is still above where it was 
at this time last year. 

The supply of homes for sale is 
improving. Pre-pandemic inven-
tory was -28.7%.  Today year over 
year we are at 35.6%.  That is a lot to 
choose from. 

So, if you’re remembering all 
that media coverage about record-
low supply during the pandemic, 
you can rest a bit easier. While the 
market isn’t back to normal just yet, 
inventory is moving in a healthier 
direction and that means as your 
options improve, you can let go of 
this now outdated myth because 
finding a home to buy won’t feel 
quite so impossible anymore.

3. I have to wait until I have 
enough for a 20% down payment: 
Many people still believe you need a 
20% down payment to buy a home. 
To show just how widespread this 
myth is, Fannie Mae says: Approxi-

mately 90% 
of consumers 
overstate or 
don’t know 
the minimum 
required 
down pay-

ment for a typical mortgage. First-
time homebuyers are typically only 
putting down 6%. That’s far less 
than the 20% so many people think 
they need. Repeat buyers are closer 
to 20% at 17% because they have so 
much equity built up in their cur-
rent house that can be used to make 
a larger down payment for their 
next move.

This goes to show you don’t have 
to put 20% down, unless it’s speci-
fied by your loan type or lender. 
Many people put down a lot less. 
Not to mention, depending on the 
type of home loan you get, you may 
only need to put 3.5% or even 0% 
down. So, if you’re buying your first 
home, you likely don’t need nearly 
as much for your down payment as 
you may think.

If you put your move on pause 
because you heard one or more of 
these myths yourself, it’s time to talk 
to the Marzeotti Group or another 
trusted agent. An expert agent has 
more data and the facts, just like 
this, to reassure you and help break 
through any misconceptions that 
may be holding you back.

	 Then	 Now
Existing Homes	 10.4 month’s supply	 4.1 month’s supply
Newly built home	 1.6 million	 1 million
Foreclosures	 1.7 million	 300k

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

Same Day ServiceSame Day Service
on most repairson most repairs

“Where  Summer Gladly  Shines its Countenance Upon The Valley“Where  Summer Gladly  Shines its Countenance Upon The Valley!!””

U-KNIGHTED
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Keep your Car Clean and ShinyKeep your Car Clean and Shiny
This Sunny This Sunny 

Season Long!Season Long!
Over 

40 years in
business

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889
ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 

for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

Irregular Starts? 
Voltage Test the Battery
Q. My Ford Taurus has a 

problem that if the car sits 
for three or four days it 

will not start. If I get a jump start 
it fires right up. My battery and 
starter were fine and everything 
else tested okay could it be a sen-
sor or fuel pump?

A. If the car starts with a 
jump and the battery is 
fully charged, I would 

look for an electrical problem. On 
some Ford vehicles the battery 
ground cable has been known to 
cause intermittent no-start prob-
lems. A technician with a voltme-
ter will perform a “voltage-drop” 
test to determine the cause of 
your car’s intermittent no-start 
problem. If you cannot get the 
car to a garage look for dirty/
corroded connections. Start with 
the battery and work as far as you 
can, cleaning on the way. 

Q. I have a 2018 Acura RDX 
with only 29,000 miles 
on it. When applying the 

brakes there is a thumping sound 

from the right front. I checked 
the tire and there is no visible 
damage. The brake rotor also 
looks okay. The warranty has long 
expired what could be wrong? 

A.  A thumping sound is 
typically a lose compo-
nent or an out or round 

brake rotor. The issue could be a 
loose caliper mount, pad mov-
ing or even a suspension part. At 
this point, the only thing to do is 
take the car to a repair shop and 
demonstrate the problem and 
have them perform an inspection 
of the braking and suspension 
system.

Q. I added about a half-
gallon of blue window 
washer fluid to my coolant 

by mistake a couple of days ago. 
This is a new car to me (I have 
had it six months) and I feel like 
an idiot, did I do any damage? Do 
I need to have the system flushed 
and new antifreeze added or is it 
okay to leave it as is?                                                                         

A. This is actually a fairly 
common occurrence - you 
are not an idiot. Window 

washer fluid is mostly alcohol 
and water so there shouldn’t be 
any engine harm. What I would 
be more concerned about is that 
you needed to add that much 
fluid to the engine cooling system 
in only six months. You should 
have the cooling system checked 
for a possible leak.  

Q. I recently purchased a 
five-year-old Lexus and 
took it to my own me-

chanic to have it checked after I 
bought it. When she scanned the 
computer, she found a dozen fault 
codes. Now the car ran great, and 
the check engine light was off. 
When I went back to the dealer, 
they checked it over and replaced 
the battery. Could the battery re-
ally be causing all those codes? 

A.  A good battery is critical 
to the proper operation 
of newer cars. Battery 

voltage that is low or varying can 
cause all kinds 
of mischief 
with comput-
er-controlled 
systems. My 
suggestion is 
drive the car 
for a couple of 
hundred miles 
and then 
rescan the 
computer. 

Q. I have heard you men-
tion WORX tools on your 
radio program, are they 

really any good? 

A. I have several WORX 
tools, from a weed trim-
mer, leaf blower to an 

impact wrench and light duty 
angle grinder and been quite 
happy with the overall perfor-
mance. One reason I like them 
is they all share the same 20-volt 
battery. So, the chances of always 
having a fully charged battery are 
quite good. 

Q. I just inherited a 2014 
Honda CRV with only 
52,000 miles on it. When I 

am accelerating normally from 25 
mph to around 40 mph, some-
times I feel the engine bogging 
down and have this shuddering/
vibration. Other times the car 
runs great. Since the car did not 
cost me anything I am willing to 
put money into it. Is this a known 
issue and what can I do to fix it?

A. If the engine is running 
properly, I would be look-
ing at a possible trans-

mission issue. Honda did issue a 
technical service bulletin (not a 
recall or warranty extension) with 
a computer update and transmis-
sion fluid replacement. In some 
cases, the transmission may need 
to be replaced. I would try chang-
ing the transmission fluid (use 
only Honda fluid), in many cases 
this cures this symptom.



September 13, 2024  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   13

BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

What can insurance do for you?
It’s probably not on your cal-

endar, but September is Life 
Insurance Awareness Month. 

And it’s indeed a pretty good idea 
to be aware of what life insurance 
can do for you.

Life insurance can help you in 
two main ways. First, life insur-

ance policies 
offer a death 
benefit that 
can assist 
your fam-
ily if you’re 
no longer 
around. And 
second, some 
types of life 
insurance 
offer the 
chance to 

build cash value, which can work 
for you during your lifetime.

Let’s look at the death benefit 
first. If something were to happen 
to you, your life insurance pro-
ceeds could help your family meet 
at least three major needs:

Paying a mortgage – The big-
gest expense many families face 
is their monthly mortgage. If you 
weren’t around, could your family 
continue paying the mortgage? Or 
would they have to move? With 
a sufficient life insurance death 
benefit, they could remain in their 
home, meeting the monthly mort-
gage payments, or perhaps pay off 

the loan entirely (although this 
might not be in their best financial 
interest).

Paying for education – If you 
have young children, you may 
already be saving for their college 
education — because you know 
college is expensive. Without your 
income, would college, or some 
other form of post-secondary 
education or training, still be 
realistic? Again, the proceeds from 
an insurance policy could make the 
difference.

Paying off debts – You might 
have a car loan, credit card debt or 
other financial obligations. If your 
surviving spouse is a joint account 
holder for these debts, they could 
still be liable for paying them off. 
But insurance proceeds could be 
used to retire the debts immedi-
ately, or over time.

All life insurance policies offer 
a death benefit. But permanent 
insurance, unlike term insur-
ance, also offers the chance to 
build cash value — which can be a 
valuable supplement to your IRA 
and 401(k) or other retirement 
accounts.

A cash value policy such as 
whole life also can provide flex-
ibility for changing financial needs 
or emergencies in retirement. And 
here’s another key advantage: Be-
cause this type of policy provides 
fixed, guaranteed returns, it is not 

dependent on the performance of 
the financial markets and is thus 
insulated from the market down-
turns that can happen while you’re 
retired. So, taking money from 
the cash value of your whole life 
policy may help you avoid selling 
investments that have temporarily 
declined in value.

Keep in mind, though, that 
the premiums for a cash value 
policy will generally be substan-
tially higher than those for term 
insurance. That’s why some people 
choose to “buy term and invest the 
difference” rather than purchase 
a permanent life policy with cash 
value. Whether this strategy is 
right for you depends on a few 
different factors, perhaps the most 
important of which is your ability 
and willingness to consistently 
invest the money you would have 
otherwise placed in a cash value 
policy.

In any case, should you choose 
cash value insurance, you gener-
ally have three ways to get at the 
money: withdrawals, loans or 
surrender of the policy. You’ll want 
to weigh all the factors involved — 
including taxes and the effect on 
the policy’s death benefit — when 
deciding on how to access the cash 
value.

Life Insurance Awareness Month 
ends on Sept. 30. But your need 
for life insurance, and the poten-

tial benefits it provides, can last a 
lifetime.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones Member SIPC

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

Webster Senior Center September Activities
5 Church Street

FALLING FOR AUTUMN PARTY
Monday, Sept 16 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Sandwiches, chips, soda and dessert , 50/50 
raffle
Sign up by Sept. 13 at the front desk
Sponsored by the Friends of the Webster Se-
nior Center and the Mass. Cultural Council.
ICE CREAM SOCIAL AT THE SENIOR 
CENTER
Thursday, Sept. 19 at 12 p.m.
Sponsored by Webster Manor
FORGET ME NOT CAFÉ
Friday, Sept. 27 from 1-2:30 p.m.
Gladys E. Kelly Public Library, 2 Lake Street

Coffee, tea and snacks . Free and open to all. 
Music from the ‘50s  by Franny Mik.
Sign up and register at the Senior Center. 

Blood Pressure Clinic at 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at 
the Senior Center

MONDAYS
9:30 am Chair Dancing
10:00 am Knit/ Crochet
TUESDAYS
11:30 am Lunch
12:45 pm Bingo
WEDNESDAYS
9:30am Chair Dancing
9:30 am Walking Group

11:30 am Lunch
1:00 pm Progressive Pitch
THURSDAYS
11:30 am Lunch
1:00pm 13 Card Pitch
1:00 pm Cribbage
FRIDAYS
9:30 am Walking Group
11:30 am Lunch
1:00 pm Mahjong
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Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to news@theyankeexpress.com. 

SATURDAY, SEPT 14
• The St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. 
Mary’s of Uxbridge will host their annual 
fundraiser “The Friends of the Poor Walk” 
at 9 a.m. at St. Mary’s Church 77 Mendon 
Street, Uxbridge. Walkers will meet at the 
handicapped entrance and then walk or 
run the town loop at 9:30 a.m. For more 
information, call 508-278-2226.

• Pasta & Meatball Dinner at St. Peter Parish 
in Northbridge on Saturday, September
14th starting at 5:30 pm in the Parish Hall. 
Bring you family and friends for a wonder-
ful meal and meet some new friends. 
Tickets are $15 per dinner and include salad 
and dessert. To go meals will be available 
for pick up at 5:00pm and all orders must be 
purchased in advance. Please call the parish 
office at 508-234-2156 or email parishof-
fice@stpeterrockdale.org to purchase tickets 
or if you have any questions.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
• The Douglas Sunshine Club is planning 
a trip to explore the British Landscapes 
in Sept. 2025 ! We will be traveling with 
Collette Travel for an adventure starting 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, and then down 
though England completing our tour in 
London. Anyone interested is welcome to 
join us for a special travel presentation on 
September 18 at 6:30 pm with a Collette 
representative who will describe the itiner-
ary and travel arrangements  at 6:30 pm 

at the Douglas Adult Social Center located 
at 331 Main St., Douglas. This will be a 10 
day tour  September 7-16, 2025 with a 
pre-night option in Edinburgh, a post-night 
option in London and a tour extension in 
Paris. Please call the center to sign up for 
this presentation at 508-476-2283 and for 
more information about the tour call Pam 
at 508-476-4474.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
• Paul D’Angelo set to headline Comedy 
night at Slater’s at 7:30 pm With special 
guests Dave Rattigan & Jim Ruberti. Doors 
open at 6:30 PM; show starts at 7:30 PM. 
Tickets are on-sale now at www.samuels-
laters.com. Samuel Slater’s Restaurant is 
located at 200 Gore Road in Webster.
• View the Night Sky at River Bend Farm, 
287 Oak St., Uxbridge.
Gather with local astronomers to view the 
night sky. All events are on Friday evenings. 
Details on what you’ll see are on our events 
calendar.
September 20 at 7 p.m.; October 25 at 6 
p.m.; November 15 at 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
• The Sixth Annual Lions Club Car Show 
will be held from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Valley 
Chapel, 14 Hunter Road, Uxbridge. All cars, 
motorcycles and trucks are welcome. The 
event benefits the Lions Club’s many com-
munity programs. Music, picnic fare, local 
vendors and Sweet Wise Ice Cream Truck 
will also be on hand.  Registration fee for 

vehicles is $15. Admission is free. More than 
100 vehicles entered last year. Registration 
is available in advance by sending a check 
to Uxbridge Lions Club, P.O. Box 455, North 
Uxbridge MA 01538. Include name, phone 
number, vehicle make and model.
• Dog Orphans Inc., 90 Webster Street, 
Douglas is holding an Open House from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Stop by with your formerly 
orphaned dog to say Hi!
There will be raffles, nail trimming for dogs 
and cats, professional photos by Brielle, 
hamburgers and hotdogs and a watermel-
on-eating contest for dogs. 

SEPT. 21 - OCT 31
• The Pumpkin Patch at the First Congrega-
tional Church, 128 Central Street, Auburn 
will be open daily 10 a.m. ‘til dusk Septem-
ber 21st through October 31st.  There will 
be gourds and pumpkins of all sizes and 
prices – one for every need; be it for your 
fall decor, carving, baking – you name it!  
The pumpkins are raised and harvested by 
the Navajos on their reservation in New 
Mexico.  The money they receive helps their 
schools and other programs and a percent-

age of the sales helps our church as well.  
Thank you in advance for your support.  If 
you have any questions, feel free to call the 
church office at 508-832-2845.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
• The New England Country Music Club will 
sponsor a dance with live classic country 
band Rachel & Western Partners at the 
Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., N. Uxbridge. 
Doors open at 12:15 p.m., music 1-5 p.m., 
$11 for non-members. Snacks may be 
brought in, cash bar for beverages. FMI: 
http://www.Facebook. com/NECountry-
MusicClub. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
• The 18th Annual Uxbridge Senior Center 
Gold Outing sponsored by the Uxbridge 
Elderly Connection  at the Whitinsville Golf 
Club . The event will begin at 12 p.m. with a 
shotgun start . Teams of four may sign up to 
play for $100 per golfer and nine holes in-

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 15 

The Indian Ranch Box Offi  ce is open Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday (10AM - 3PM), and Friday (10AM - 5PM). Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508-943-3871. 
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MAOVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

For tickets and information, visit www.IndianRanch.com

FEATURING:
Redneck Castaway  Band – 

A Tribute to Kenny Chesney

BAND PERFORMANCES BY:
Lexi James & Wildheart, 

Houston Bernard, Nate Ramos, 
Red Solo Cup – A Tribute to Toby Keith

ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCES BY:
Kevin Herchen, Whitney Doucet

PLUS – A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY:
Ricky Duran

SEPTEMBER 22 • 12PM

SEPTEMBER 29 • 1PM

Email functions@samuelslaters.com
or visit 

www.samuelslaters.com/
private-functions

From small groups to large 
gatherings, we accommodate 

all party sizes

BOOK YOUR 
PRIVATE EVENT 

TODAY!
SEPTEMBER 20 OCTOBER 5

FOR TICKETS, RESERVATIONS AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
LAKESIDE DINING • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

DINING HOURS
Wednesday - FRIDAY (4PM - 9PM)

SATURDAY (12PM - 9PM)
Sunday (12PM - 8PM)

Hours differ during concerts

Lake Tours and Specialty Cruises

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT 
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE •  200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

LAKE TOUR......................................SEPTEMBER 22 • 9:30AM

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE .............SEPTEMBER 26 • 6:30PM

LAKE TOUR......................................SEPTEMBER 29 • 10AM

HALLOWEEN BOOS CRUISE
WITH CHUCK PERKS ......................OCTOBER 18 • 6:30PM

Auburn High School Class 
of 1974 - 50th Reunion

September 28, 2024, Auburn Elks. 4-9 p.m.
$45 check payable to: Jill Dagilis - PO Box 20776, Chandler St., 

Worcester, MA 01602

•Apples •Peaches
•Cider •Plums
• Specialty Sauces 
   and Salsas
•Fruit Pies
•Honey
•Apple Dumplings
•Apple Sauce

HAWK HILL 
ORCHARDS

PICK YOUR OWN

83 Carleton Rd., Millbury, MA
508-865-4037

APPLES 
Visit Our 

Americana
Country

Store

OPEN
WED. THRU SUN.

10AM TO 5PM

•Jams/Preserves
•Maple Syrup
•Dessert Breads
•Gifts
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cluding greens fees, cart, gift bad and buf-
fet supper. A full sponsor package includes 
green fees for a foursome, cart, gift bag, 
additional four dinners at your reserved 
table, tee sign, special recognition on golf 
program and event press and announced 
recognition at the awards supper. The event 
benefits the Uxbridge Senior Center.

• SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Upton’s Annual Heritage Day Festival will 
take place beginning at 9 a.m. Activi-
ties will take place in and around Upton 
center. The Society is grateful for Unibank’s  
continued sponsorship of our annual event. 
Mark your calendar. This event is always a 
great time and the variety of events offer 

something for everyone. If circumstances 
require that it be cancelled a decision will 
be announced on or before September 25

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
• St. Patrick's Church Autumn Recycling 
Event. 8am - 1pm. 7 East St, Whitinsville. 
We will be accepting gently used books 
(no encyclopedias) & media;  gently used 
textiles/clothing & accessories; electronics 
for a fee (no propane, batteries, lightbulbs);  
rinsed bottles/cans returnable in MA (no 
glass).  Please keep items for each station 
separate.  For more information & pricing, 
email officesupport@mystpatricks.com or 
call 508-234-5656.

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
• Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385. 13 Cross 
Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free Admission, 
Free Appraisals

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 14

Gary Brogna
Owner / Technician

MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured

508-248-1800
email: pestbdead@yahoo.com

108 Main Street
Webster, MA 01570

Your Local 
Commercial & Residential

Pest Control Experts!

V  A  P  O  R
772 Quinebaug Rd., Quinebaug, CT 06262

(860) 497-0097
ExileVaporCT@gmail.com

Conveniently located a few hundred feet from the MA border

Always fully stocked with FLAVORED
dispos, e-liquid and ALL coils and pods!

Same great service and knowledge as my
previous store, Bay State Vapor from Auburn, MA

Legendary Band America to Perform at The Big E
The iconic multi-platinum-sell-

ing group AMERICA, and special 
guest Jim Messina, will perform a 
night of timeless hits at Big E Are-
na, Sunday, September 22, as part 
of AMERICA’s Ride On Tour. Con-
cert tickets, and a limited number 
of passes for the AMERICA Meet 
and Greet Experience with Dewey 
Bunnell, went on sale April 5. Con-
cert tickets include admission to 
The Big E when purchased online 
prior to show date.

Known for their timeless magic 
and powerful performances, the 
Grammy Award-winning perennial 
classic-rock favorite will draw on 
their deep catalog of hits includ-
ing signature song “A Horse With 
No Name,” a Number One hit on 
Billboard’s Hot 100 in 1972. 

For more information on 
America with special guest Jim 
Messina at The Big E Arena, visit 
TheBigE.com.

The Big E, the largest event on 

the East Coast and fourth largest 
Fair in North America, returns 
to West Springfield, Mass., Sept. 

13-29. Stay up to date on year-
round events and programs taking 
place at Eastern States Exposition 

by joining the email newsletter list 
at TheBigE.com or connecting on 
social media.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County Support Support 

Local Small Local Small 
BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,

 NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

7 Day rental

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  WE ARE LOOKING FOR JUNK CARS


