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CROSSTOWN ADS AND BUSINESS NEWS

North Edition: Grafton, Millbury, Sutton

BY CHRISTINE GALEONE

ave you noticed the crisp
H autumn breezes weaving

their way through the trees?
As the harbingers of fall, they’re
ushering in a season that many
tout as their favorite. It’s the
season of stunning foliage, warm
aromas from pies and crisps and
cozy evenings featuring hot apple
cider and a captivating book or a
crackling fire.

And, in Grafton, people can
find various ways to celebrate the
season. Businesses and organiza-
tions have a lot to offer.

Once again, Grafton Recre-
ation will hold its Fall Festival on
Sunday Oct. 20 from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. on Grafton Common. The
free event is presented by Grafton
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Grafton’s Business Scene

Children’s Daycare & Preschool. It
will feature pumpkin painting and
scarecrow building. And there
will be food, music and games.
You can find a bushel full of
those previously mentioned warm
aromas on Sunday Sept. 29. That’s
when the Congregational Church
of Grafton’s 45th Annual Harvest
Fair and Apple Pie Social will be
held. The free event will be held
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the
church grounds, located at 30
Grafton Common. The event will
include live music, a yard sale,
kids’ games and raffles. And the
apple pies, apple crisp, chili and
chowder that the fair is known
for, along with other food and
beverages, will be available to
buy. The funds raised through the
sales and raffles will help support

the charities and missions that the
church supports.

In North Grafton, Houlden
Farm - which will be holding its
Pumpkin Fest & Artisan Fair, a
free family event, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 12 - is
known for its wide and wonderful
variety of pumpkins and gourds.
A wonderful selection of natural
fall décor can also be found at
Perreault Nursery & Landscape
Supply in North Grafton and
Pete’s Oasis at Blackstone River
Farm in South Grafton.

On the Grafton Common, the
Grafton Country Store contin-

GRAFTON

continued on page 2

DIFess

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS
U.S. Postage
PAID
Boston, MA
Permit No. 55800

September 27, 2024

Sutton Historical
Society Events

ctober is a busy month
for the Sutton Historical
Society. All members are

invited to our Annual Meeting
to be held Tuesday, October 1,

consideration of a high school
scholarship to be awarded by
the Society, as well as discussion
of the 2025 Calendar of Events.
Any member interested in being

at 7 pm in the First Congrega-

tional Church, 307 Boston Road.

This year’s meeting includes
election of Board Members,
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considered for a board position
or suggestions for 2025 events/
presentations, please direct your
inquiry to Christine Watkins,
Secretary, at sutton1704@gmail.
com. Members are encouraged
to attend.

The Society will be participat-
ing in the Annual Waters Farm
Days, 53 Waters Road, Sut-
ton, sharing the Waters’ family
genealogy and the history of the
Darling Barn and Darling fam-
ily. We will be set up inside the
Darling Barn. This event will
be held rain or shine, Saturday,
October 19, and Sunday, October
20, from 10 am - 4 pm. Sten
Brote Memorial engine show, in-
cluding Antique Engine, Tractor
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and more! Sunday only: Bruce
Nicholson Memorial Car Show.
This event is fun for all ages.

On Saturday, October 26 at the
Town Center Cemetery, 4 Ux-
bridge Road, join the Society for

our annual Cemetery Tour from
4-7 pm. This event is subject to
a time change due to the EEE
threat being experienced in the
region. Updates will be posted
to our webpage, suttonhistorical-
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& Doodlebug Show, Farmhouse
tours, 4H club, kids’ activities,

MICKEY'S CAR WASH &
DETAIL SHOP

CARWASH

&'DETAIL'SHOP

SOFT TOUCH CAR WASH
DETAIL SERVICES
CERAMIC COATING

@!E}

“Family Owned & Operated
Since’19837

Cukes, Swiss Chard, Cherry Tomatoes, Beets, Radishes, Carrots,
Summer Squash, Corn Stalks and MORE arriving every day.
Wso featurning: Fall gifts, baked goods, ice cream, local foney, candy,
frozen meat praducts, specialty gouvmet foods and much mee....

ok 1605 Hill St.,/Northbridge * 508-234-6711 iy
o \, _ wWWww.Soppemasfarm.com Massachusetts\grown's
SETP I ook

i} Hours:Mon:.-Sat.9/to 6; Closed/Sundays andifresher!z

We've been @ Family

Business for over /5 Years!
-ANnd We Plan On Many Morel]

FULL HEATING SYSTEM SERVICE & INSTALLATION m,:

BUDGET PLANS e HEAT PUMPS ¢ ON & OFF ROAD DIESEL Emorgeniy
SR. & MILITARY DISCOUNT e OIL TANK INSTALLATION & REMOVAL "

yo O, o

“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE PREVAIL”

(508) 234-7002 %utsuse 77 (508) 234-5193

societyinc.org and on Facebook.
This event is in collaboration
with the Oh My Gourd event
(thesuttonfourth.org) which
includes pumpkin and scare-
crow contests on the Common,
a Tractor parade along Boston
Road (Facebook @suttonag-
trust), Trunk or Treat hosted by
the PTO, dancing Witches, and
fireworks scheduled for 7:30
pm in the Center (rain date for

fireworks-November 2). The
Cemetery tour is free and suitable
for all ages. Volunteers/costumed
interpreters are needed. Reach
out at sutton1704@gmail.com.

The Sutton Historical Society
isa 501(c)3. Membership is open
year-round. Visit us at sutton-
historicalsocietyinc.org for more
information.
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ues to celebrate fall with elegant
seasonal décor in its shop. Shop-
pers will also find a selection of
soy wax candles available in fall
scents, including pumpkin spice,
crisp apple and cranberry apple.
Just down the road, Off the
Common Antiques also has a
wide selection of autumn-themed
décor to browse and shop. At
the multi-artisan, multi-vendor
shop, shoppers can find antiques,
handmade items and reclaimed
furniture to bring the coziness of
the season into their homes.
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Finally, for those who enjoy
taking leisurely drives to savor
the fall foliage and want their
cars to be ready for those long
drives, there’s a new auto service
center in North Grafton. Ander-
son Auto, which has been selling
cars for 40 years, just opened its
Anderson Auto Service at 213
Worecester Street.

The cool autumn breezes won't
last for long. So, why not spend
some time in Grafton enjoying
the beauty of the season and the
community? Happy fall!

Contact Christine with your
business news items at cmgale-
onel5@gmail.com.
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The BVCC Celebrates its

20th Anniversary Year!

munity Chorus is celebrating

twenty years of singing in
Central Massachusetts and the
Blackstone Valley! The BVCC
was created in November 2004
by Diane Pollard of Douglas
as a small Ecumenical Advent
Choir. Twenty years later, Diane
continues to lead the BVCC
and she says that the group “has
evolved into a musical organiza-
tion that has become the home to
the sweet sounds of hundreds of
voices. We have learned not only
how to make beautiful music to-
gether, but what it means to be a
community of support and love.
My life, my family’s lives, and yes,
our community’s lives have been
enriched by our concerts and our
fellowship.”

Since its inception, the BVCC
has been dedicated to bringing
the joy of music to the Blackstone
Valley Community. The multi-
generational members, ranging
from talented amateurs to sea-
soned performers, have shared
their passion for choral music
through countless performances

The Blackstone Valley Com-

and community events. The
BVCC hosts two choral concerts
every year showcasing a di-

verse repertoire including pops,
showtunes, holiday favorites, and
classical works. The chorus has
had the pleasure of collaborating
both with local groups like the
Blackstone Valley Concert Band
and Blackstone Valley Bluegrass
and with the larger music com-
munity, hosting concerts and
masterclasses with faculty from
the Ithaca College School of
Music. The BVCC has performed
throughout the Blackstone Valley
at holiday festivals, Octoberfests,
Memorial Day ceremonies, and
fundraisers. The chorus has also
had the opportunity to travel
throughout Massachusetts and
sing at notable institutions such
as Worcester’s Mechanics Hall,
the Worcester Art Museum,The
Hanover Theater, and at the State
House in Boston.

The Blackstone Valley Com-
munity Chorus 20th Anniversary
season includes many ways for
the community to participate and
celebrate. The BVCC is throwing

a 20th Anniversary Reunion Par-
ty, complete with catered dinner,
music, and dancing on Saturday,
October 5th. Tickets to this event
are $30 per person, open to the
public, and available for purchase
on the BVCC website. The BVCC
is hosting a fundraising Online
Auction from September 15th
through October 2nd with gener-
ously donated prizes including
tickets to the Boston Celtics and
the Hanover Theater and a NH
weekend getaway. Open Call for
new and returning members who
would like to sing this fall and
holiday season will be held on
October 13th. A joyful Holiday
Pops concert is being held on
Sunday December 15th at Valley
Chapel in Uxbridge. The BVCC
will also be spreading holiday
cheer at many community events
throughout the Valley and the
Massachusetts State House. More
information about the 20th An-
niversary Reunion Party, Online
Auction, and Open Call can be
found on the BVCC’s Facebook
and Instagram pages or at www.
BVCChorus.org.
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graduating senior who is pursuing a course of study in the field of visual arts, design, or textiles. This year's

scholarship award will be $2,000. Applications for the scholarship are available in the Guidance Office of
their local high school or available to download at http://www.thimblepleasures.org. The deadline for submission
of the application is May 1, 2025.

The Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild is pleased to announce that they will again be awarding a scholarship to a
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Family-run Affordable Junk Removal
takes the stress out of cleanups

BY CHRISTIE VOGT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Whether it’s one old fridge
in the garage or an entire home
of unwanted goods, the team at
Affordable Junk Removal offers a
cost-efficient, stress-free approach
to waste management. “You don't
lift a finger,” says owner Jason
Schadler, who started the company
along with his wife Christine in
2005.

The business offers same-day
service for both residential and
commercial clients across eastern
and central Massachusetts and
northern Rhode Island. In addition
to junk removal, the company rents
15-yard dumpsters.

As a family-owned and operated
company, Schadler says Affordable
Junk Removal has lower overhead
costs and is more accessible than
national competitors. “I answer my
phone 24 hours a day;” he says. “I
was on vacation in Italy and Por-
tugal, and I was still answering my
phone on the beach. When you call
us, you get me — not an automated
machine!”

Schadler says the company

has an environmentally friendly
approach to disposal in which it
recycles items whenever possible
and properly disposes of non-
recyclables

During the business’s early days,
Schadler provided junk removal
on nights and weekends when he
wasn't busy working at a machine
shop. Eventually, the business grew
into a full-time endeavor, and the
Schadlers invested back into the
company with new equipment and
techniques. “When I first started,
for example, we didn’t have any
tarps. I'm driving around and
things are flying out of my truck;”

Busmess

sptlight

Schadler laughs. “I'm like, ‘Oh my
god, I need a tarp.”

Schadler says his wife Christine
“was equally as involved” in get-
ting the business off the ground.
“She handled the backend while
I did the heavy lifting, all while

she was working at EMC,” he says.

“Fast forward 17 years, and we
both work full time managing the
company as well as other endeav-
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Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here
with their children and dog, started Af-
fordable Junk Removal in 2005.

ors. Business is doing great; it
has grown tremendously to a
fleet of trucks and dumpsters,
and we've also been able to buy a
pizza place, The Corner Market
in Holliston”

In addition to delivering an
in-demand service to the com-
munity, Schadler is appreciative
that Affordable Junk Removal
has helped provide a work-life
balance that suits his family. “It
allows me to be able to do what
I like doing and spend time with
my kids,” he says. “I'm home to
see my babies play softball and
do all that stuff. We are also able
to give back to the communities
we serve.

As for Grafton, Millbury and
Sutton in particular Schadler says
they are proud to have many repeat
customers and friends in the area.

One of the best parts of his
job, Schadler says, is meeting and
getting to know new people and
developing relationships with
returning customers. “We are really
grateful for the repeat business and
the chance to form connections
with residents across the Black-
stone Valley;” he says.

To receive a free junk removal
estimate, call 774-287-1133 or visit
affordablejunkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Are your heirs ready to receive an inheritance?

Tim Furbush, CFA

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

In the popular imagina-
tion, receiving an inheritance
always sounds like a good thing
— after all, who doesn’t want
a financial windfall? And in-
heritances can certainly be life-
altering events. But they can
cause challenges, so you’ll want
to help your heirs be prepared.

To assist in this preparation,
try to address some key ques-

tions affecting your heirs:

e Do they know what’s in

your estate plans? Your
family and other heirs will be
much better prepared to deal
with an inheritance if they
know what to expect. That’s
why 1t’s so important that you
share your estate plans with
everyone involved. You need
to let them know the wishes
and decisions you've ex-
pressed in your will and other
legal arrangements, such as a
living trust. Of course, shar-
ing this information doesn’t
necessarily mean that all
your heirs will be completely
satisfied with your choices

— but at least they won’t be
surprised, and perhaps will
be less likely to cause disputes
when the time comes to settle
your estate.

Will they know what to do
with the money or other
assets? You may be plan-
ning to leave your grown
children a sizable amount

of assets, possibly including
cash, stocks, real estate, IRAs,
401Ks or other types of valu-
able personal property. But

this inheritance brings with
it several possible questions:
Do your heirs already have
an investment platform ready
to accept inherited stocks? If
you do leave behind rental
property or a vacation home,
can it be easily sold? These
types of issues are generally
not hard to resolve, but the
more prepared your heirs
are for their inheritance, the
quicker they can take what-
ever actions are needed.

* Are they prepared to han-
dle any taxes that may re-
sult from the inheritance?
Unless you have a very large
estate, your heirs likely won’t
face federal estate taxes. (In
2024, the first $13.61 mil-
lion of an estate is exempt
from federal estate taxes.)
However, other types of taxes
may apply. A few states as-
sess state inheritance taxes,
and your heirs could incur
federal and/or state income
taxes when they withdraw
money from inherited assets
funded with pre-tax dollars,

such as some retirement ac-
counts. They could also face
capital gains taxes when they
sell inherited assets, such as
stocks, for more than they
were worth at the time of
the inheritance. In any case,
inheritance-related taxes can
be complex, so you and your
family and other heirs should
discuss these issues with your
tax advisor.

» Will they be liable for any
outstanding expenses? If
you have developed a compre-

hensive estate plan, it's unlikely

your heirs will be on the hook
for any outstanding expenses,
such as credit card balances

or funeral costs. If you do still
carry a mortgage, though, and
you are planning on leaving
your house to your heirs, they
may want to be prepared to
act quickly to sell it.

When leaving an inheri-
tance, there’s a lot involved
— emotionally, financially and
legally. So, do whatever you
can to make the entire process

as easy as possible for your
loved ones. By communicat-
ing your wishes regarding the
inheritance, and by considering
all the issues that may arise,
you can go a long way toward
achieving the outcomes you
desire.

Contact Tim for assistance
with your personal finances.

Tim Furbush, CFA

Edward Jones Financial Adviser
Westborough, MA 01581
508-854-1608
Tim.Furbush@edwardjones.com

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY ED-
WARD JONES FOR USE BY YOUR LOCAL
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR.

Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors are not estate planners and
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You
should consult your estate-planning at-
torney or qualified tax advisor regarding
your situation.

Sponsored articles are submutted by our
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponstble for the content of this article.
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Grafton Residents to Do Jimmy
Fund Walk

Residents from Grafton will participate in the Boston Marathon®
Jimmy Fund Walk presented by Hyunda| on Sunday, October 6.

= 401-692-0780 401-692-0781

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Available March |
Store front in Uxbridge, MA

Great location for hair salon or office.
Easy access off Route 146.
Space is 20x40, newly painted,

plumbed for salon, new flooring.
$1500.00 per month.

Call 401-692-0780
for more information
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Crepeau, Erin Slason, Cath-

ryn Williams, Mary Legere,
Betsy Ryer, Maria McManus, Kelly
Gannon, Kristie Copeland, Rao
Kandukuri, Caitlin Ghegan, and
five other Grafton residents, along
with thousands of other walkers,
will participate in the iconic annual
event that unites the community to
raise funds and support all forms
of adult and pediatric care and
research at the nation’s premier
cancer center, Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute. The Jimmy Fund Walk has
raised more than $176 million for
Dana-Farber in its 35-year history,
raising a record-breaking $9.4 mil-
lion in 2023.

Grafton residents Mark Leahy
and Ken Knoblock will participate
as Walk Heroes for the Jimmy Fund
Walk. Heroes are Dana-Farber
patients, the heart of the event, who
provide inspiration and motiva-
tion to walkers along the course.
Heroes are matched with Jimmy
Fund Walk teams who walk in their
honor. Leahy was diagnosed with
Stage IV metastatic prostate cancer
and recently retired as the Execu-

R tiring Police Chief Normand

@ HYLINDA ot

JIMMY FUND WALK

Grafton's Mark Leahy, retired chief for the
Northborough Police Department, has
been honored as Alumni Team Captain of
the Year by the Boston Marathon Jimmy
Fund walk.

tive Director of the Massachusetts

Chiefs of Police Association. He is
a longtime walker on Team Police

Chiefs.

“After many years of participat-
ing in the Jimmy Fund Walk, I
found myself as a patient;” Leahy
writes. “When I received my di-
agnosis, there was never a doubt
about where I'd go for treatment.
Dana-Farber is simply the best. The
physicians and staff made me feel
welcome, cared for, and at peace.

- —— ety

.-Be"Sure {OYASK
,h %a‘-tAbout ouriNew

O T

© er rogram

L e V)

LR v <
A
el

- = OIL & PROPANE

“Your Total Home Comfort Company

. conversions

e ———— i
" rm ——, s

’“—&f

#[l

Thank you!”

Ken was diagnosed with multiple
myeloma. He is matched with Fox-
borough and Milford’s team Kind-
ness For Katie.

“I have found Dana-Farber to
be my lifeline to maintaining my
health and continuing to live my
life,” Ken writes. “With Dana-Farber
behind me, 'm able to hike, bike,
ski, travel, and play pickleball!”

“For 35 years, the Jimmy Fund
Walk has continuously supported
lifesaving research and cancer care
at Dana-Farber. Our goal is to
build off of the momentum we've
established throughout that history,
and in 2024, aim to surpass our
total from last year by raising $9.5
million,” said Caitlin Fink, assistant
vice president of event fundraising.
“Fighting cancer is what we do. The
Walk unites our community under
a common goal —to defy cancer
together”

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only
organized walk permitted to use

JIMMY FUND

continued on page 7

Your nelghbors have voted us
@@&@ EDAL WWE@@

CaII today to Iearn more about our services!

| .},

fired

Famlly ownled7and/ operate smce 1 954

i | Y

~ equipment

Service

* Emergency
service 24-7

» Oil & propane

-y

L___

 Programs
» Flexible pricing
and budget
programs

e Ask about our
Veteran, Military,

. F|rst Responders )
discount

ﬁ-\. ‘”—""‘:‘:ﬁ
- T




September 27,2024 - www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com « The Blackstone Valley Xpress 7

44th Annual Waters Farm Days

rap up your fall excursions
Wwith a trip to Waters Farm

on October 19 & 20th,
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., where
the past & present combine to
produce a family-oriented weekend
full of activities & educational
experiences. Waters Farm is a not-
for-profit (501¢3) all-volunteer run
living history center located on 120
beautiful acres in West Sutton, MA.

The Ken Ethier Memorial

Antique Tractor Show will pay trib-
ute to show organizer and board
member, Ken Ethier, who passed
away on June 30th. We were so
blessed to have his leadership and
knowledge. He is dearly missed
by all. The Chapter 18 Interna-
tional Harvester Club and other
enthusiasts from New England will
be displaying and demonstrating
their antique tractors, implements,
and doodlebugs. The Sten Brote
Memorial Engine Show honors his
decades of collecting, restoring and
promoting antique engines. This
year features a special engine that
was donated to the farm from his
prized possessions. We are truly
grateful for Ken and Sten’s commit-
ment to the farm and the hobby.

Shop at our large selection of
craft vendors. Enjoy lunch, apple
crisp and baked goods from our
food vendors. Watch the apple
pie baking contest on Sunday at
12:30p. Watch the Antique Farm
Tractor Pulls both days. There will
be demonstrations from yesteryear
including our working Blacksmith
Shop, Shingle Mill and Maple
Sugar House. See an antique Ham-
mer Mill demonstration processing
grain near the Shingle Mill.

The restored hearths in the
Waters Farmhouse will be in opera-
tion to enhance your house tour.
Stop by the Peddler’s Shop on your
way out of the house to purchase
clothing and gifts. Be sure to visit
the Darling Barn to see pottery
demonstrations and other artisans.
Check out local history with the
Sutton Historical Society and meet
with Ross Weaver to see if you share
lineage with the Waters family.

Children’ activities include
games, contests, barrel train rides,
inflatables, and bottle rockets. The
Sutton Robotics Team will be on-
site as well as the Scouts, emergen-
cy vehicles and plenty of interactive
presentations.

The Animal Showcase, spon-
sored by the Sutton Agricultural
Trust, includes 4-H animals, goats
and small farm animals, cattle proj-
ects, and the Angel Hair Alpacas.
Other exhibitors include horses,
donkeys, mules, working teams
of oxen, pet rescues, dog agility
demonstrations and so much more.
Some demonstrations are for one
day only. Don’t miss a thing...
Your paid membership includes
free admission for a year.

Music will be provided by
Cruisin’ Bruce Palmer. Food and
beverages are available onsite.
Wagon rides, provided by Whit-
tier Farms, run throughout the day
traversing the grounds.

Sunday features include the
Bruce Nichols Memorial Car Show
in the upper field. The annual
apple pie baking contest is next to
the Apple Crisp Shed at 12:30pm.
Rules and information will be
available on our website.

Exhibitors and volunteers are al-
ways welcome. Craft vendor spaces
applications are being accepted.
Please visit our Facebook page
(Waters Farm Preservation Inc) or
website at www.watersfarm.org.

JIMMY FUND

continued from page 6

the Boston Marathon course, and
participants have the flexibility to
choose from four distance options:
5K walk (from Dana-Farber’s Long-
wood Medical Campus); 10K walk
(from Newton); half marathon walk
(from Wellesley); and marathon
walk (from Hopkinton). Walkers
can participate virtually as well.

The Jimmy Fund comprises
community-based fundraising
events and other programs that,

solely and directly, benefit Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute’s lifesaving
mission to provide compassionate
patient care and groundbreaking
cancer research for children and
adults. The Jimmy Fund is an of-
ficial charity of the Boston Red Sox,
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police
Association, the Pan-Mass Chal-
lenge, and the Variety Childrens
Charity of New England. Since
1948, the generosity of millions of
people has helped the Jimmy Fund
save countless lives and reduce the
burden of cancer for patients and
families worldwide. Follow the

CABINET DEPOT

Zuality at Warnelisuse prices!

Call Margaret to get your
Free Measurement
Free Design & Quote

and ask how you can get
FREE GRANITE!*

*Does not include install

833 Providence Road (Rte. 122)
Whitinsville, MA

508-372-9023

“l loved my
kitchen so much 4
that | remodeled

my bathroom too!” <

--Peggy F.

Exceptional Price &

Great 2uality at
CABINETDEPOT.COM SHOWROOM OUTLET

Marscott.CabinetDepot@gmail.com

Jimmy Fund on Facebook, X, and
Instagram: @TheJimmyFund.

Get a great

IT LATER...

with

TRIM@msic.org

Introducing

7 TRIM

30-year fixed-rate
MORTGAGE
NOW, and if rates
drop, JUST TRIM™

NO FEE!

msic.website/TRIM-it

P O Nl Landseqping

STUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal ¢« LOAM &8 SEED

Small

ME’ﬁ'y""te’ Backhoe
Thenred Services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640 * Auburn, MA

Enjoy all the sounds of fall!

Contact us
. today about
‘your hearing
health.

PRECIOUS SOUNDS, LIFE'S PLEASURES

eafOY
AUDIOLOGY

TWIN RIVERS

Schedule online! HEARING =

: 2 Convenient Locaticns, 1 Heartfelt Goal
hearjoyaudiok,gy.com Your Improved Quality of Life

188 Worcester-
Providence Turnpike
Sutton, MA 01590

(774) 293-1515

151 Douglas Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
(401) 349-0456

The Rate Improver Mortgage

MASSACHUSETTS CREDIT UNION®

Participating credit unions
are NMLS Approved Lenders
and Equal Housing Lenders

INSURED
SAVINGS
[}

SHARE INSURANCE CORPORATION
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Grafton Land Trust News

he Grafton Land Trust will land Country Club. Molly Cardoza  the guest speaker. Tickets are $65

T per person and may be purchased
online at www.graftonland.org

or by emailing info@graftonland.
org. Win a basket of gift cards and
other items to Grafton buisnesses
or an Eagle Painting by Dianne
Davis. Tickets are $5 each or six for
$25. Tickets must be purchased by
Friday, October 18.

host its Annual Dinner Meet-  from the Blackstone River Valley
ing at 5:30 p.m. at the High- National Heritage Corridor will be

?"‘ TREE SERVICE, INC.

Serving the Community since 1980

There are several spots still
available for the workshop on Site
Preparation for Landscape Trans-
formation with Kathy Connolly.
The event will be held at 2 p.m.
on October 20 at the Community
Harvest Project, 37 Wheeler Road,
Grafton. This 2.5 hour presenta-
tion is a primer on preparting a site
for change. It will cover planning,

timelines, soil assessment, site
selection, plant selection, water
sources, water management, equip-
ment and products. The seminar

is accompanied by an extensive
research document.

This seminar is sponsored by the
Grafton Land Trust and is free to
the general public. Reserve a spot
by emailing infor@graftonland.org.

Full Service
Tree Removal Company

FAST FREE ESTIMATES

Expert Hand Climbing Crews
Removals - Pruning
Stump Grinding - Cabling

Fully Insured - Workman’s Comp
CONTACTRUSRTIODAY!

508-366-7693 o sales@templemantree.com
templemantree.com

orcester County Sheriff Lewis
WEvangelidis and the Worces-

ter County Sherift’s Office
are thrilled to announce that the
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office
completed all the requirements for re-
accreditation through the American
Correctional Association, receiving a
compliance score of 98.7%.

JicTory  LANOSGapE & Masonry Materials

Homeowners & Contractors Welcome!

e Bulk Loam ¢ Mulch ¢ Stone * Compost
* Garden Fertilizers < Controls * Repellants
* Grass Seed * Drainage Pipe ° Fire Pits
* Bluestone * PA Fieldstone * Granite
* Flagstone » Cobblestone ¢ Palletized Stone
* Wood Pellets * Chimney Supplies
* Concrete & Mason Sand
Concrete & Mortar Products
* UniLock Pavers and Walls

SUPPLY

2671 Broncos Highway,
Nasonuvilie, R

(Fermer'Roots & Shoots)

401-766-1333

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm ° Delivery Available

connections

PHYSICAL THERAPY

NOW OPEN!

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR
APPOINTMENT NOW!

40 Douglas St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Connections Physical Therapy is a family, locally owned and operated company W|th 19 clinics
throughout Massachusetts and Rhode Island! Connections PT is committed to providing the highest
quality of care for our patients in a one-on-one setting. We are thrilled to be joining the Uxbridge
community this August. Call us now to set up an appointment!

Contact Us:
508-501-5008

508-501-5009
Uxbridge@ConnectionsPT.com

Connectionspt.com

Services:
Orthopedic Physical Therapy
Post-Surgical Rehabilitation
Neck and Back Pain Relief
Manual Therapy * Sports Injury Treatment
Vestibular Rehabilitation And More!

In April, the Worcester County Jail
and House of Correction hosted a
panel of ACA Auditors who evaluated
the facility on over 420 ACA industry
standards. The standards focus on
inmate safety, health care, mental
health, education, programming, of-
ficer training, staff safety, and facility
administration.

| Come join a busy day spa
£ aiming to make everyone feel

b pride in being family oriented,
_value your personal time, and
. aim for a drama freel positive
work environment.

£ REQUIREMENTS:
*MA Cosmetology License
F«Some clientele with room

£ to build

f* Comfortable and confident
* behind the chair

From August |st-

: » AII money will be donated to Peace of Bread -

HAIR STYLIST -

their best inside and out! We take _-

'Good commumcatlon Skills

'_ -Rafflé Basket estlmatmg at $230 « $5 per entry

Worcester County Sheriff’s Office
Receives Highest Mark for Accreditation

Correctional institutions accred-
ited by the American Correctional
Association must be re-accredited
every three years to maintain their
accreditation status. The Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office has main-
tained its accreditation since its initial
accreditation in 2008.

Located:
104 Hartford Ave. E,
Uxbridge
Resumes emailed to
studioeast|04@gmail.com
Subject:
STYLIST RESUME
¢ For more information
- call us at 508-234-7113

TﬁL

September 28th

508) 840-5435
(508) 0-543

and Frl“Open t|| 6 pm
264 N. Mam Street
(Rte. 122),, Uxbridge,/MA—

into our Giveaway
with any purchase
to be drawn on
Oct. 26
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Help and Hope for Your Lawn

he Sutton Garden Club,
T together with the Blackstone
Valley Garden Club, will meet
at 6:45 p.m. on Thursday, October
17 to present the program “Lawns
and Lawn Alternatives”. The
program will begin at 7 p.m. The

meeting will be held at the Dudley-

Gendron Post 414, 156 Boston
Post Road, Sutton.

Gretel Anspach, Trustee of
Mass. Horticulture and a Lifetime
Master Gardener of the Mass.
Master Gardener Association will

present the program.

Lawns are imported garden
fixtures from places with cool, wet
summers. Here a “perfect” lawn
drains water supplies, can be a
source of pollution - and a lot of
work. Gretel Anspach, our speaker,
will present options for tailoring
your lawn and your lawn care to fit
your needs, potentially eliminating
many hours of labor and expensive
treatments every year. The talk will
include some discussion of alterna-
tives to the traditional grass lawn.

Sutton Garden Club welcomes
new members throughout the
year. Annual membership remains
at $20 individual/$30 family.
Membership forms are available on
our website, http:www.suttongar-
denclub.typepad.com and at our
meetings.

Guests are welcome to attend
but will be charged $5. Visit www.
suttongardenclub.typepad.com/
and www.facebook.com/Sutton-
GardenClub/

UniBank Hosts Family Festival at
Historic Uxbridge Branch

niBank, the largest Mutual
U Community Bank headquar-

tered in Central Massachu-
setts, recently hosted a family
festival at their Uxbridge branch
for the community.

The event included complimen-
tary food and ice cream trucks,
moon bounces, a DJ, games, face
painting, a mobile zoo from South-
wick’s Zoo in Mendon, free bank
swag, and much more.

Michael Welch, CEO of Uni-
Bank, said, “As the summer days
are ending, we wanted to host a
complimentary festival for the

FREE DROP
OFF AND
PICK UP!

Uxbridge community, who has
supported UniBank for over 154
years. We had well over 700 people
attend and enjoyed an afternoon
out with their families and fellow
community members. When we
talk about being a Community
Bank, it’s important to us to walk-
the-walk and give back in tangible
ways, and this festival was our
pleasure to host for Uxbridge. We
have and will continue to be a bank
headquartered in “the Valley”, and
that makes a world of difference to
our community.”

UniBank is headquartered in

77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590

Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al's Rubbish Provides _ .

CHOOL BUS) g

o Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days [**=
o' All Rentals Include "
Drop Off and Pick Up
No Hidden Fees
Estate Clean Outs
FEurniture/Appliance
We Recycle

Whitinsville, MA with assets of
$2.7 billion as of June 30, 2024.

A full-service, mutually owned
community bank, UniBank has
branches in Central Massachusetts
and the MetroWest region of Mas-
sachusetts. UniBank is dedicated to
contributing to the overall quality
of life and economic health of

the communities it serves, while
maintaining an elevated level of
financial soundness and integrity.
UniBank is an Equal Housing
Lender and Member FDIC. NMLS
#583135. The company website is
www.unibank.com.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR JUNK CARS

Serving the Blackstone Valley and
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

508-865-4193 - WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM

MA Certified Arborist Since 1989
11 Circle ﬁ_ 5
%’ }

TREE CARE ﬁ'
e Nick Bristowe

774-280-2281
fullcircletree@yahoo.com

e Expert Pruning B
* Planting/Fertilization
¢ Insect & Disease Control

e Tick & Mosquito Control

Our Family Caring For Yours

SHomee  for Srreezaly

e
Sonaung, Semembeung, Celebualing

— —

For Over 150 Years

Stuart & Matthew Mulhane
45 N. Main Street, Millbury [OER gofass

90] Family Planning
508.865.2560 [

Guide please
www.mulhane.com Dl

visit our website
or scan the
OR Code

3
% BLACKSTONE VALLEY
% CHAMBER of COMMERCE
- 2024 -
proud Memhbg,

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN,
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE;
NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard $350
15 yard $450
20 yard $600

7 Day rental

Support
Local{Small
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New England
Steak (5° Seafood Restaurant

PRIME RIB AND STEAKS
Prepared over our open pit
FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS
CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES
APPETIZERS, SALADS
COMBINATION DINNERS
AND KID’S MEALS

TRY OUR FAMOUS Cinnamon Rolls & Chowder

Mon. 4-9pm; Closed Tues.; Wed. & Thurs. 11:30am-9pm,;
Fri. 11:30am-10pm; Sat. 4-10pm and Sun. 12-9pm

Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years

508-478-0871 * 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon .!
See Our Menu on our website Elm<sFEl — k£
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook 4| GOURMET|

NORTHBRIDGE

OLD

68 Church St., Whitinsville, MA
(508) 266-0265

Store Hours: Wednesday and Thursday 10-5
Friday 10-7; Saturday 10-2

Shop our always changing
inventory

BUYINE

Gold & Silver
Goins & Gurrency
Jewelry & Diamonds
Gomics & Gards

Stop by or make an appointment

Healthier Baking in the
Blackstone Valley

BY CHRISTINE GALEONE

ing in a complex world. The

political landscape is filled
with complexity. International rela-
tions are complex. Even the tech-
nology people use every day seems
to always grow in complexity.

Thankfully, the antidote to the
sometimes overwhelming state of
our modern times is easy to un-
cover. Its simplicity. And one way
to harness the power of simplic-
ity is by baking timeless desserts
with minimal ingredients. These
blueberry hand pies are a prime
example.

One of the main reasons that
these hand pies are healthier is be-
cause there are no artificial ingre-
dients, colors or preservatives, and
there’s only a minimal amount of
added sugar. Inflammation caused
by eating too much sugar can make
people more susceptible to most
of the worst illnesses, diseases and
conditions.

Another good reason is because
of the health benefits of blueber-
ries. Blueberries are considered to
be a superfood. They are certified
by the American Heart Association
to be a heart-healthy fruit. Loaded
with antioxidants, they are believed
to be beneficial in fighting cancer
and in improving brain health.
Additionally, the anthocyanins -
which give the fruit its deep color

T here’s no doubt that we're liv-

- may have antidiabetic effects.
Cinnamon also has antioxidant

properties.

BLUEBERRY HAND PIES

Hand Pie Crust Ingredients:

2 Cups of Flour

% Cup of Butter (melted to the consistency
of shortening)

Ya tsp. Baking Powder

Y2 tsp. Salt (omit if using salted butter)

% tsp. white vinegar

10 thsp. cold water

Directions:

Combine flour, baking powder and salt in a
large bowl.

Cut in butter until like peas.

Sprinkle vinegar over the mixture.
Sprinkle 1 thsp. of water over part of mix-
ture, toss with a fork, and move moistened
dough to the side of the bowl. Repeat
with the rest of the mixture, until it’s all
moistened.

Gather dough into two balls. Then, divide
each ball in half, so you have four balls.

On a well-floured piece of parchment
paper, divide the first ball of dough into
two. Then, flatten and shape the first one
into the bottom of a hand pie crust. Place
the second aside. And repeat this step until
all four have been shaped and are ready to
be filled.

Hand Pie Filling Ingredients:

1 Cup of Rinsed and Dried Fresh Blueberries
1tbsp. of Flour

2 thsp. of Granulated Sugar

1 tsp. of Cinnamon

Directions:

Pre-heat the oven to 375 degrees.

In @ medium-sized bowl, combine all the
filling ingredients.

Spoon about two tablespoons of the filling
into each unbaked pie shell.

Flatten the four remaining balls of pie crust
dough and place each on one of the filled
crusts. Then, seal the crusts together, and
make a few small cuts on the top of each for
ventilation.

Bake the hand pies for about 20 minutes or
until golden. Let cool, and enjoy!

When the world becomes too
complicated, we all need a way
to briefly retreat from its com-
plexities. Baking - or cooking - a
simple delicacy with simple ingre-
dients is an ideal way to fulfill that
need. Happy (healthier) baking!

N\ 2

Nicolopoulos

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
JHeatingiRepairsi&jlnstallations

JRlumbing
JHVAC, Replacements

JReEmodelspebDrain
NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

www.hicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com

Replace ME NS Wkkndeds

Lic. #MPL 15663




bankHometown promotes Henrichon

Winner of Worcester's ~ 7 7 ~FallSpecial~
® ° b h | HotDog Safari’s Golden Hot Dog\\_":i $ o 0
to senior assistant branch manager el 3 OFF,
T $20 "L
ankHometown recently pro- proud to be named a 2023 Corpo- Homemade puarchase
moted Kimberley Henrichon rate Citizenship Award winner by Por tyguese Mon.-Fri.
to senior assistant branch Boston Business Journal. For more Chourico Hash ONLY

manager, based in its 109 Elm St.,
Millbury office.

Henrichon, of Millbury, has
more than 35 years of banking
experience. She started her career
in banking as a teller at Millbury
Savings Bank in 1989 and has held
various retail and customer service
roles at bankHometown through-
out her time with the bank.

Henrichon studied business
at Quinsigamond Community
College and Becker College and
has a certificate in Finance/Bank-
ing from the American Institute
of Banking’s Banking School. She
is currently a member of the Elks
Club of Auburn.

About bankHometown:
Founded in 1889, bankHome-
town is headquartered in Oxford,

Massachusetts. We have $1.4 bil- Foundation support non-profit or- 1BR $1602 $48,000
lion in assets and offer a complete ganizations and causes throughout 2BR $1728 $51.600
line of consumer and business Worcester and Windham Counties. 2BR 41851 455400

deposit and lending products and
services through 16 branches locat-
ed throughout Central Massachu-
setts and northeast Connecticut.

We're proud to fulfill our commu-
nity banking mission—providing
individualized financial support,
a suite of comprehensive products
and services, and smart banking
technology—all to ensure our cus-
tomers can unlock their potential
and build a successful future.
Through our sponsorship and
charitable giving program, The
Giving Tree, bankHometown and
the Hometown Bank Community

In 2023 alone, The Giving Tree do-
nated nearly $400,000 and over the
last decade has donated more than
$2.7 million. bankHometown was
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and Corned Beef Hash
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information, visit bankhometown.
com.

k

3 Boston Road (Heritage Plaza) Sutton, MA « (508) 865-6777
Hrs.: Mon.-Sat. 5:30am-2pm; Sundays 6:30am to 2pm

|
One pertable not to be combined. Exp. 11/30/24 2

TOPOGRAPH

T

Affordable Housing Opportunity
1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Brand New Construction of one-, two-,
and three-bedroom apartments featuring
modern appliances, washer and dryer in

unit, and walk-in closets.

Program description: 324 Apartments
w/82 Affordable Units

Resident income for affordable units are
restricted to 80% of the area median income.
Non-Smoking community

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

Eligibility Requirements:
*Must meet all income and background eligibility requirements
under the Tenant Selection Plan approved by EOHLC.
*Minimum 1 person per BR

Maximum Income per Person/People Household Size

{2024 limits, provided by Worcester MA, HUD Metro Area))

If interested, please contact our

office at 774-220-6334 or at

topograph@wingatecompanies.com

(Formerly Dan s Carpet Service

*Carpet ¢Linoleum <Repairs
eL.V.P. Planks *Restretch ¢Installs
e Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATTES

Grafton resident
Fully Insured

$68,500 $78,250 $88,050 $87.800 |  $105650 $113,450

"
F’/
Northbridge

Assisted Living

$3k YOUR Way

NEW MOVE-IN’s ONLY

We are offering $3k off your first
3 months ($1,000 off a month)
OR
use part of discount to cover
community fee!

Is There Any Real Competition After Being
In Business For Over 7 Decades!!??

* Asphalt - Metal Shingles
* Rubber & TPO

e Standing Seam Metal

* Repairs

e Chimney Services

* Free Esimates

ro rree 86 6-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

CALL NIKKI TO LEARN MORE: 508-372-9818

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2024.
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BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

he New Hampshire motto,
T“Live Free or Die” couldn’t

have been more relevant this
past August. Luke’s annual trip (of
two) to the White Mountains, NH
was full of all that he loved about
the great outdoors. There was so
much to see and smell and hear.
He especially loved sleeping at the
foot of our bedside in a charming
cottage that smelled of wood and
honey. Who would have guessed
that the tide of our trip would
turn?

We took Luke to the Basin,

a sought-out New Hampshire

Over 30 years
in Business
Denise and

Bill Jones

‘.

WWW. TLCPETHAVEN.COV

destination full of lavish attrac-
tions. The experience was both
primal and positive for Luke. Rug-
ged trails frosted with sticks and
stones whet his palette, though his
mind remained doggishly one-
track. “THERE’S WATER DOWN
THERE!! M NOT KIDDING
YOU!” There was no denying the
scent of glistening streams down
below. Even if we could manage to
deter Luke, how would we sleep at
night knowing that we pulled him
away from one of mother earth’s
natural wonders? We tightened our
bootstraps and trucked downbhill.
Shades of green and gold
shimmered like a desert of shiny
pennies in the natural pool before
us. Rays of sunlight beamed down
on the water’s surface. Ripples of
light danced. We were in heaven,

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA - 508-865-3180

LIVING WITH LUKE

Luke Travels Upstream at New
Hampshire’s Doggie Dive

it seemed. Luke shot a glance at
the water then—sold—pulled us
forward like a drug-sniffing canine.
“Luke. Easy!” He was euphoric,
high on the prospect of immersing
himself in one of New Hampshire’s
greatest treasures, the wondrous
basin. He stretched. He sniffed. He
darted this way and that, barking
at rushes of water. “I'm not afraid
of you! I've fought the hose water
rush for one-point-five years now!”
Luke may have been fearless, but
we were not. My husband’s knees
knocked to the cry of Luke’s water
passion. What if he was swal-
lowed up and taken down stream?
I worried that me might tear an
ACL, given so many slippery rocks.
“What a beautiful dog!” We buried
our fears in the comfort of fellow
hikers—that and Luke’s research.
My dog proved a careful ob-
server. He crouched down low.
He sniffed out what did and didn't
make sense, even for an expert
swimmer. He noted the intensity
and force of water explosions at
certain sections. His big head

creased in awareness. He backed off.

He tested the waters with a tentative
paw. Luke was determined to make
informed choices. Survival was in
his genes. He may not be the fittest,
but he was certainly the fluffiest.

Hours:

139 Upton St. (Rt. 140),
Grafton, Ma 01519
Phone: 508-839-1757
Fax: 508-839-1736

Mon.-Thurs. 6:30am to 6pm
Eri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pm
Sat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm only

Gibson's “:

Natural Pet

Lodging ~ Daycare ~ Grooming
Training ~ Pet Supplies

Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPet.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com

Moreover, this pedigree
descended from a long line
of thinkers. He looked up
at us for a verdict. “You're
being such a good boy,
Luke” We unhitched him
and allowed him to swim
in the baby pool on the op-
posite side of the falls.

“Look at the doggie
learning to swim, honey!”
Every Dog Mom has
experienced that mo-
ment—when her dog’s behavior
falls somewhere between being
cute and bizarre. “He’s making his
own fun with the bubbles!” Indeed,
he was. “It’s his thing”” I responded,
while an oblivious Luke paddled
like an unathletic seal. He flapped
at the water to create bubbles, then
chased them down with a biting
mouth. Perhaps we should have
cut our losses and settled on one
dynamic swim for Luke.

New Hampshire, ever outdoorsy,
held more water opportunity.

The Bretton Woods River had
been a historic hideaway spot, a
nook in the back end of the woods
with flat rocks situated between
two natural pools. The expansive
landscape offered a perfect means
to sit on a towel, sunbathe, or, in the
case of this Friday, take your dog to
a water park. Our private beach had
apparently gained notoriety.

“This is Luke,” I hollered down
from the high incline leading to the
beach. “He’s friendly, but occasion-
ally shows same-sex aggression.”
My voice became the echo of a
mickey mouse game. Owners tight-
ened their grips on dog leashes and
gossiped about Luke. Oblivious, he
puffed his mane out like Mufasa
of the Lion King and stood like a
statue on a high ledge. Big dogs
pinned their ears back. Small dogs
closed their tiny, barky mouths.

“Let’s go”

We bumbled clumsily down the
trail leading to the natural beach.
Elena, a happy-go-lucky silver lab,
mouthed a tennis ball and greeted

amyleclaire@hotmail.com

me with a full body shake and
shower. “Sorry about that,” her
owner apologized. “No worries! I
was hot anyway; I lied. Dog People
have learned from their dogs to not
sweat the small stuff. Elena eyed
Luke adoringly, but he ignored the
opposite sex. In fact, he ignored
every sex on the dog beach.

“I haven’t swum in twenty-four
hours” Unleashed, the stud melted
into the water and paddled grace-
fully. Then, something changed. As
though wanting to separate himself
from the hype of the Doggie Dive,
he began to paddle further down
the river. We all raised a brow.
“Where’s Luke headed?” The scene
falls on me now like a 35-millime-
ter slide shot of my childhood. “Re-
member the time when we visited
the river and Luke...”

The current takes him by sur-
prise. I can see him whimper upon
discovering that the water resists his
paddle. He’s learned that he’s not
able to freely swim back in the direc-
tion he came from. He’s suddenly
nervous. Dogs need to sense exactly
how to return home. At the same
time, he boasts a side of himself
that is hugely strong. His big head
bobs over the water while his paws
and full body operate like a small
motor. My pup, a playful swimmer,
is literally traveling upstream. He
cannot go with the flow, lest he be
taken by the river’s current. I've

LUKE

continued on page 13
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ave you ever heard the
H phrase: don't believe ev-

erything you hear? That’s
especially true if you're thinking
about buying or selling a home in
today’s housing market. There’s a
lot of misinformation out there.
And right now, making sure you
have someone you can go to for
trustworthy information is extra
impor-
tant. If
you part-
ner with a
real estate
agent,
they can
clear up
some
common
miscon-
ceptions
and
reassure
you by backing them up with facts.
Here are just a few misconceptions
we can help disprove.

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

1. I'll get a better deal once
prices crash: If you've heard home
prices are going to come crashing
down, it’s time to look at what’s

actually happening. While prices
vary by local market, there’s a lot
of data out there from numerous
sources that shows a crash is not
going to happen. Back in 2008,
there was a dramatic oversupply of
homes that led to prices crashing.
Across the board, there’s an un-
dersupply of homes for sale today.
That makes this market a whole
different scenario.
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Today’s Biggest Housing Market Myths

into context. While there are still
fewer homes on the market than

in a more normal year like 2019,
inventory is still above where it was
at this time last year.

The supply of homes for sale is
improving. Pre-pandemic inven-
tory was -28.7%. Today year over
year we are at 35.6%. That is a lot
to choose from.

So, if youre remembering all

that media
Then Now coverage
Existing Homes 10.4 month’s supply 4.1 month’s supply about record-
Newly built home 1.6 million 1 million low Supply
Foreclosures 1.7 million 300k during the
pandemic,

So, if you think waiting will
score you a deal, know that data
shows there’s not a crash on the
horizon, and waiting isn’t going to
pay off the way youd hoped.

2.Iwon’t be able to find any-
thing to buy: If this nagging fear
about finding the right home if
you move is still holding you back,
you probably haven't talked with
an expert real estate agent lately.
Throughout the year, the supply
of homes for sale has grown. Data
from Realtor.com helps put this

you can rest
a bit easier. While the market isn’t
back to normal just yet, inventory
is moving in a healthier direction
and that means as your options
improve, you can let go of this now
outdated myth because finding a
home to buy won't feel quite so
impossible anymore.

3. I'have to wait until I have
enough for a 20% down pay-
ment: Many people still believe
you need a 20% down payment
to buy a home. To show just how
widespread this myth is, Fannie

LUKE

continued from page 12

been navigating these rivers for over
forty years. I've got to lure Luke
away from panic. I climb onto an
island of smooth stones and stand
perpendicular to him. “Cmon,
Luke. Swim this way.” I can tell that
he’s working towards me, but it’s
not easy. A woman stands above us
at the cliff bordering the river. Her
fingers rest on her chest. “We are all
praying for him.”

The moment is both redundant
and significant. I've been here

before. I've done this before. “You
can do it, Luke” By this time, I'm
side-stroking my way in the direc-
tion he needs to follow. His wet
bear cub face bobs above the water.
He’s paddling against the current
with his chunky paws until, finally,
something clicks. “T gotta go get
Momma.”

Luke makes his way out of the
flow.

“Yayyyyy, Luke!! The entire Dog
Park had been watching an episode
of The Day Luke Got Stuck in a
Current. Dogs sat still and stared.
Smokers paused between puffs.
Elena dropped her ball. One dog
lover stood ankle deep at the shore

with a bag of Doritos. “Can I give
him one?”

My mind’s eye traces over the
casual manner by which Luke
munched the chip, shook off the
incident, and went back in the
water with better understanding
of how the river works. He even
found a boulder to climb upon to
regroup if needed.

My dog would rather die than
live without freedom. I couldn't
agree with him more.

Write to Amy
amyleclaire@hotmail.com
Follow Luke on IG
@livingwithlukevalentino

154 Riverlin St.

508-865-8155

* Grooming
e Daycare
* Boarding

by Kelly Hauk

Millbury, Ma. 01527

Mae says: Approximately 90% of
consumers overstate or don't know
the minimum required down pay-
ment for a typical mortgage. First-
time homebuyers are typically only
putting down 6%. That’s far less
than the 20% so many people think
they need. Repeat buyers are closer
to 20% at 17% because they have
so much equity built up in their
current house that can be used to
make a larger down payment for
their next move.

This goes to show you don’t have
to put 20% down, unless it’s speci-
fied by your loan type or lender.
Many people put down a lot less.

Not to mention, depending on the
type of home loan you get, you
may only need to put 3.5% or even
0% down. So, if you're buying your
first home, you likely don't need
nearly as much for your down pay-
ment as you may think.

If you put your move on pause
because you heard one or more
of these myths yourself, it’s time
to talk to the Marzeotti Group or
another trusted agent. An expert
agent has more data and the facts,
just like this, to reassure you and
help break through any miscon-
ceptions that may be holding you
back.

g .y
|AMACCHIA

REALTY

REALTC

Maribeth Marzeotti
\LTC ES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com
(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

CONVENTIONAL - JUMBO - REFINANCE - CONSTRUCTION

UniBank mortgages’ are funded locally. Decisions are

made locally. Our lenders will put their expertise to

work for you and help you to find the right fixed or
adjustable rate mortgage for your unique needs.

=

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Get started today! Contact your
local UniBank branch or view
rates and apply online today!

UNIBANK

Connecting all offices:
1.800.578.4270 « www.unibank.com

Member FDIC - NMLS #583135 'Homeowners insurance required.
Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.
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The Ghost Of Giles Corey

BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

Salem, Massachusetts is a regu-

lar stop on ghost tours. The
many ancient graves are worth the
trek alone, but it is another eerie

The Howard Street Cemetery in

Ravioli Special Pizza
Lobster Scampi Pizza
Meaty Meat Pizza
Tuscany Pizza
Hawaiian Pizza

BBQ Chicken Pizza
Taco Pizza

Buffalo Chicken Pizza
Mona Liza Pizza
Teriyaki Chicken Pizza

sighting that the tour goers want
to see, yet most Salem residents
shudder at the thought of. The
graveyard, dating back to 1801 was
the field where Giles Corey met his
tragic end during the Salem witch
hysteria of 1692. Sheriff George

Corwin condemned him for witch-
craft. When asked to enter a plea,
he used the legal tactic of “stand-
ing mute” and therefore his land
could not be confiscated. With no
plea entered, Corey technically re-
mained innocent, and his property

45 [RIVIER S, MIILLEBUIRNG MUA
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could not be legally seized.

On September 19, 1692, in an at-
tempt to get a plea from the 81 year
old man, Giles Corey was placed
in the field under great boulders
where the Howard Street Cemetery
now sits. It is right behind the
old Salem Prison which recently
became apartments. When asked
to enter a plea, he just said, “more
weight” This went on for three
days.

Before he died from the im-
mense weight of the boulders
that were placed upon him, he
cursed the village of Salem and all
sheriffs who would ever preside
in the little hamlet. The personal
curse he placed on Corwin went to
the effect that he would someday
choke on his own blood. It seems
that his curse has had some sort
of influence on the town. Records
reveal that every sheriff of Salem
has since suffered the same illness
resulting in death or an early
retirement due to a heart or blood
related malady. Corwin died at the
age of 30 from a heart attack on
April 12, 1696.

There is a legend that Giles
Corey’s ghost always appears
before something tragic happens.
His ghost was seen roaming the
cemetery just before the Salem fire
of June 25, 1914 that destroyed
1,376 buildings and made over
18,000 people homeless or jobless.
Corey’s ghost has been reported
just before other smaller but sig-
nificant terrible events in the Witch
City. Many tourists have taken
photographs of what appears to be
either Corey’s ghost or one of the
many others that are said to roam
this active burial ground.

Giles Corey’s burial site remains

*Fall Clean-Ups
Irrigation
Wi interization
*Walls & Walkways

unknown to this day. George Cor-
win’s remains were hidden in the
cellar of the family home out of the
fear that the angry people of Salem
who were wronged by his hand
would tear his corpse to shreds.

He was later buried in the Howard
Street Cemetery in the family plot.

One more interesting note; the
cemetery was opened in 1801 and
the first interment was a 2nd mate
aboard the Belisarius named Ben-
jamin Ropes who died tragically,
oddly enough, after being crushed
to death by the foretopmast of the
ship.

After meandering through the
Howard Street Cemetery, take a
trip to the Charter Street Burial
Ground where the Salem witch-
craft memorials are. This is actually
the most popular of the Salem
graveyards. It is here that the me-
morial to the people who were ex-
ecuted for the crime of witchcraft
sits. Stone slabs mark the memory
and death of each of the nineteen
victims. There are claims that the
place is haunted. People have seen
apparitions and heard unearthly
screams from the cemetery. Per-
haps the spirits of those who per-
ished due to the witch trials either
at the gallows or in jail still wail for
revenge and restitution. If you visit
the graveyard you will see that the
memorial is not accessible from the
burial ground. Even in death long
after the persecutions have ended,
these individuals are still kept apart
from their peers. Infamous witch
judge Jonathan Hathorne is buried
there. His descendant, Nathaniel
Hawthorne added a “W” to his
name in order to separate himself
from the horrible family legacy.

508-839-7354
508-769-3273 cell

JAMEY YAYLAIAN
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Sutton-Douglas

Football Returns
with a Dozen Seniors

BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

aving only become a program
H for about a dozen seasons,

the Sutton-Douglas co-op
football team put together one of
their better campaigns last fall. Go-
ing 6-5 during the regular season
the squad was able to qualify for
the Division 8 state playoffs where
they were awarded a 10 seed in the
16-team division. Unfortunately,
Sutton-Douglas fell to KIPP Acad-
emy 46-20 in the first round and
were sent home earlier than they
would have liked. Putting together
a six win season was one in which
tied the school record for the best
season during the schools young
existence.

“We are still a work in prog-
ress and are considered a young
program” coach Patrick Moseley
said. “From that season we lost
nine seniors, but are returning 12
this year, most of them starters and
we should be able to compete with
what we did last fall”

One of the returning seniors
will be quarterback Cam Benedict,
who has been under center all
four years. Over his time as the
team’s field general Benedict has
not only matured as a player, but
has developed an understanding
of the offense. According to the
coach, Benedict has learned that
he cannot just continue to rely on
himself, but must incorporate his
teammates as well.

“Cam has grown up as a person
as well as a player over the years,”
Moseley said. “Passing is his
strength and he knows that not
every play has to be 40-50 yards
down field, instead he’s taking
those quick interior routes down
the field one pass at a time.”

In addition to the quarterback,
Sutton-Douglas also has Benedict’s
younger brother, junior receiver
Brennan Benedict coming back
this fall. The younger sibling is 6'4”

and brings a big body to the team’s
outside receiving. He is also good
at reading the defenses and adjust-
ing to find the space needed to get
open. Together the two brothers
have worked hard to improve their
game for the upcoming season.

Another offensive weapon this
fall will be senior running back
Declan O’Callaghan. Despite play-
ing a different position last season
the senior looks to be a downbhill
power back for the squad this year.

“There was another back in
front of him last year, but this year
Declan is going to get the bulk of
our carries and carry the load,” the
coach said. “As far as the team goes
were a 60-40 run-pass. It’s nice to
have Cam back there to pass once
we establish the run”

Last fall Sutton-Douglas’ main
back was able to secure 850 yards
or so on the ground and Moseley
firmly believes that O’Callaghan,
who will be the team’s feature back
in this year’s system, should be able
to exceed those rushing numbers
this year.

Defensively the team will play a
4-2-5 scheme with a lot of skilled
players in the secondary, but the
strength will lie up front with the
team’s linebackers. O’Callaghan
will be one of those lineback-
ers playing up front, while Jacob
Bastardo take his post at defensive
tackle, Liam Gervickas at defensive
end, and Ryan Doolin will play de-
fensive end and tackle - all as will
also main contributors to the line
disrupting the opposition’s offense.

With the season looking to get
underway Mosely and his team are
once again looking to qualify for
the state playoffs this year putting
together an extended run while
putting themselves in a better posi-
tion (lower than a 10 seed) than
last fall.

In addition to earning them-
selves a spot in the Division 8
post-season, Sutton-Douglas will
be looking to secure their first ever

jeff Inman
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they will also have to be successful
with a DVC opponent on Thanks-

Dual Valley Conference (DVC)

SPORTS
Championship. In order to do that

continued on page 17
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Air Bags Don't Need Replacing

In 2001 my wife bought a

new VW Cabrio. It even-

@ tually became her second

car and she drove it increasingly
infrequently. I married her 10

years ago and adopted the car

as my second one. I try to drive
it locally a couple of times a
week for up to 50 minutes round
trip. It only has 65,000 miles on

Professional Car Cleaning
Motorcycles & Boats

youriCariCleantandtShiny,
ilhistSunny;
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0years in SESEasonillong!M (]

218 Worcester St., N. Grafton
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www:catacchioautodetail:com
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FREE ESTIMATES ¢ QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA°508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www. kearnscollision.com

AUTO
DETAIL

¢ Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

it! I was wondering about the
condition of the airbags. What, if
anything, can I do about them? I
used to use the local VW dealer
until he told me VW no longer
made parts for the car. I do have
a reliable mechanic available.

There are still plenty of

A parts available for this car

@ since it shares much of its
parts with the VW Golf. Current-
ly there are no recalls on this car
for airbags or anything else safety
related. There was a time when
it was thought airbags should be
replaced every 10 years. Over
time it was determined there was
no need to replace the airbags
just due to age. Unless the airbag
light comes on, which could
indicate a system issue, I would
not be concerned. By the way my
wife also had a Cabrio, one of her
favorite cars.

I pulled into my favorite
gas station today and
@ noticed that the tanker

truck was filling the underground
tanks. Is it an old wives tale that
you should not fill up your car
until the sediment has settled
sometime after the tanker truck

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

« Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
* Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
* Fabrication of flat glass
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201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
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AUTOMOTIVE AND AVIATION PAINTING EXPERIENCE

WWW.ARTSAUTOBODYWORKS.COM

has left, or does it really make no
difference?

L, too, would avoid filling

A my car’s tank when I saw

@ the tanker truck at a gas
station. But a knowledgeable
source in the petroleum industry
has brought me up to date. He
feels that at one time there used
to be a lot of truth to this tale, but
the introduction of ethanol into
the gas supply has added a high
degree of cleaning solvent. This
ethanol has essentially cleaned
much of these contaminants from
both storage tanks and gas tank-
ers. The only potential problems
are any contaminants that remain
in delivery barges and very large
regional storage tanks. It is pos-
sible that these contaminants
could make their way into deliv-
ery trucks.

I have a 1979 Cadillac
Seville with a V-8 engine.
@ It is my toy; I love it more

than life. I take her out Saturday
mornings for a nice peaceful
drive on the highways for an hour
by myself to get away from it all.
The car was purchased from the
midwest when it had just 8400
miles on it, and it now has 66,000
miles on it and is still in mint
condition. Recently the car had
what I have been told is a fuel
issue. This has an old carbure-
tor system is one no one wants
to work on. My mechanic said
it would be smart to change to
something other than the GM
carburetor. What do you think?

Changing to an after-

A @ option but would not be

market carburetor is an

my first choice. You might want
to consider updating it to fuel in-
jection. Holley makes what they
call the Sniper kit. It is basically a
throttle body style fuel injection
system. The installation is simple,
and it is self-tuning, starts with a
turn of the key (no pumping) and
should perform better than the
stock carburetor.

Perhaps tell me I am crazy.
I found a Checker cab for
@ sale and have an inter-

estinitasa
project car. I
always think
of Checkers as
indestructible
and want to
add a high-
performance
engine as a
replacement
for the seized
engine. Since
this car is not made any more do
you think it would a mistake to
buy it and modify it?

The Checker Marathon

A was the New York taxicab

o of choice. The great thing
about the Checker was that it was
sort of an assemblage of parts
from mostly General Motors. The
Checkers are very heavy (and can
be prone to rust) and may not be
the best choice for a performance
hotrod. That being said, this car
would be an easy car to add a
high-performance GM engine
(maybe with a supercharger) and
performance transmission, add
some flames, and the end result
would be a very cool looking car.

BY JOHN PAUL
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giving Day when they take on rival
Blackstone-Millville. Over the

course of the rivalry the two teams
are relatively equal, although BMR
has been victorious over the past
two season. Moseley noted that

it would be nice to take back the
Thanksgiving game this year with a
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win on BMR’s home field.

“For us to be successful this sea-
son we need to improve upon our
physicality,;” Moseley said. “Go out
there and finish our plays on both
the offensive and defensive side of

Global Village Community

Farm Days

he Global Village Farm at 50
Moroney Road, Grafton will

hold Community farming
days on October 6 and 27. Come
prepared to get dirty, share good

conversation and a potluck lunch.
Volunteers will harvest, care for
chickens, plant seedlings, chop
wood, water and tend to the veggie
beds. Sign up at https://www.glo-

balvillagefarms.org/cooperative-
farming/volunteer-work-days/.

Also, save October 19 at 6 p.m.
for a concert by Taina Asili cel-
ebrating love and unity.

The New England Country Music

lub will sponsor the follow-
Cing dances with live Classic

Country Bands at the Progres-
sive Club, 18 Whitin Street., N.
Uxbridge. Dances include:

« Sunday, October 6, Al Carter,

o Sunday, October 20, The Farm
Hands,

« Sunday, November 3, Crossfire

« Sunday, November 17, Rhode

Island Rednecks.

Doors open at 12:15 p.m., music
1-5 p.m., $11 for non-members.
Snacks may be brought in, cash
bar for beverages.

Blackstone Heritage Corridor Hikes

will offer hikes with Ambas-
sador Phil this fall in the fol-
lowing locations. The hikes begin
at 10 a.m.
« Sunday, September 29 : Doug-
las State Forest, Douglas

Blackstone Heritage Corridor

« Saturday, October 12: Castle
Hill Farm, Whitinsville

« Saturday, October 26: Wallis
Pond Loop, Douglas

« Saturday, November 9: Hoped-
ale Parklands, Hopedale

« Sunday, November 24: Inman

Hill, Mendon

« Saturday, December 7: Shaw
Farm, Sutton

« Saturday, December 21: Gum-
mere Woods, Grafton

Boat America Course

Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla,

Massachusetts will be instruct-
ing a one-day boating safety course
at the Webster Fire Department, 55
Thompson Road, from 8 am. - 5
p-m. on Saturday, November 2. It
is time to get your family’s boating
knowledge and skills ready for the
waters and for required Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island and Connecticut
certification.

This course was developed to
provide the skills and confidence
needed to explore the coast and
inland waters; and the basic
knowledge necessary to have safe,
enjoyable boating experiences. This
course is perfect for families that
have just purchased any type of boat
or are planning to in the future,
including paddlecraft, and for the
boater keeping up with changes
to boating regulations and laws.
Successful completion of the course
will certify any minor, from 12 to 16
years of age, to operate a power-
boat, including a Personal Water
Craft / Jet Ski (for 16 & 17-year-old
operators), on Massachusetts wa-
ters; in conjunction with the Mass.
Environmental Police. Certification
requirements for Massachusetts
may be expanded in the future; ap-

The United States Coast Guard

proved by NASBLA this course cov-
ers requirements to operate a vessel
in other states and many countries
where boating safety education

is mandatory; including Rhode
Island and Connecticut where it is
required for all PWC operators and
most boaters. Most boating insur-
ance companies offer a discount on
premiums for successful completion
of this course.

Register by October 28- space
is limited! The USCGAux. offers
courses at no charge however

there is a $45 fee for the cost of
materials including the Boat
America textbook, handouts, and
certification(s). Participants under
the age of 16 must be accompanied
in person by a registered parent/
guardian.

Contact our Public Education
Officer Phil Kubat for registration
for additional information: email
phil.uscgaux@verizon.net or call
508- 478-3778.

the ball, while playing together as
ateam.

If the athletes can take to the
field and follow their coaches’
instructions the Sutton-Douglas

football team is more than likely to
not only improve upon their regu-
lar season record, but make a run
through the tournament for the
first time in their young existence.

VAaLLEY GASOLINE /
Zrus GARAGE

Complete Auto, Truck & Motorcycle Repair

*Tire Special -
Call for quote and we
will beat any written repair
facility quote by 10%

*Repair Work Special -
We will beat any written repair
facility quote by 10%

194 CHURCH STREET
WHITINSVILLE, MA

508-266-7220

OPEN 17
DAYS
AWEEK

INSPECTIONS
AVAILABLE
1 DAYS A WEEK

MON.-FRI. TRM-6:30PM
SAT. TRM-5PM
SUN. 8:308M-4PM

Foreign &
Domestic
Car Sales

U-Haul
Rentals

Vehicle &
Motoxcycle
Inspections

Prowdly Senving Wercester County for & Genenations!

Whitinouille, T4

110 Linwood Ave
Whitinsville, MA
(508) 234-9442
HOURS
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm;
Sat. 7am-Noon;
Closed Sundays

NEW EXPANSION OF 7 SERVICE BAYS!!!

58 All Major Tire Brands

% Diagnostics
% AC Recharge

2 Scheduled Maintenance

Programs

56 Full Automotive
Repairs

% 4-Wheel Alignment

58 Timing Belts

5% Diesel Repair

= ﬁ

WWW.CROTHERSTIRE.COM

STUMP and
CONCRETE ™
REMOVAL
ROLL OFFS or

BRING TO US!!!

TRANSFER
STATION

AVAILABLE
& *Residential Curbside Pick-Up * Commercial Pick-Up * Dumpsters
*House Clean-Outs ¢ Bulk Pick-Ups ¢ Demolition ¢ Roll-offs

PUBLIC SCALE: You bring your items - Weigh in and pay as you go!
+Concrete *Bulk ltems ¢Dirt *Asphalt *Leaves & Grass *Brush & Stumps

279 Douglas Road ¢ Whitinsville, MA 01588

Hours of Operation:

508-234-2920 Monday-Friday 8am-4pm e« Saturday: 8am-12pm

www.tomberkowitztruckinginc.com ¢ info@berkowitzirucking.com
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time
for publication. Email your calendar or
event notice to news@theyankeexpress.
com.

THROUGH OCT 31
« The Pumpkin Patch at the First Congrega-

FOR SALE! 2009 Ram Pickup crew cah.
Big Horn pky., new tires, new tonneau cover.
Immaculate in aml out. Aslnnu $10,500 Call Ron at 508-737-1942

. - o - _,. ..L, i

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil (intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how
impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving
please the Heart of God. Believer

* www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com  September 27,2024

tional Church, 128 Central Street, Auburn
will be open daily 10 a.m. 'til dusk Septem-
ber 21st through October 31st or until sold
out. There will be gourds and pumpkins of
all sizes and prices — one for every need; be
it for your fall decor, carving, baking — you
name it! The pumpkins are raised and har-
vested by the Navajos on their reservation
in New Mexico. The money they receive
helps their schools and other programs and
a percentage of the sales helps our church
as well. Thank you in advance for your sup-
port. If you have any questions, feel free to
call the church office at 508-832-2845.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
« Upton’s Annual Heritage Day Festival will

HAWK HILL
0BC]1AB])S

Z'\°|“>Y|°>”RL°E”"S W

Country
Store

*Apples *Peaches .jams/Preserves

*Cider Plums *Maple Syrup

* Specialty Sauces .pessert Breads
*Gifts

and Salsas
*Fruit Pies
*Honey
*Apple Dumplings
*Apple Sauce

take place beginning at 9 a.m. Activi-

ties will take place in and around Upton
center. The Society is grateful for Unibank’s
continued sponsorship of our annual event.
Mark your calendar. This event is always a
great time and the variety of events offer
something for everyone. If circumstances
require that it be cancelled a decision will
be announced on or before September 25

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

« The 45th annual Harvest Fair and Apple
Pie Social, hosted by the Congregational
Church of Grafton, will be held on Sunday,
September 29, 2024, from 11 am — 3 pm on
the church grounds, at 30 Grafton Common.
Admission is free to this family-friendly
event, and it is rain or shine. There will be:
Homemade fresh apple pies & apple crisps
Tasty hot dogs, hamburgers, meatball subs,
corn chowder, chili, and beverages

Huge yard sale — household items, toys,
jewelry, clothing & more. Books for all ages
Raffle baskets galore. Silent auction items,
including a handmade doll house

Kids’ games, including a bounce house

Live musical performances throughout

the day, including: Kelly Clark’s Jazz Band,
Alison Balfour, The Driveway Chicks with
Jan Barlow, and Gabe Cain, guitarist

Come one, come all! For more information,
visit www.uccgrafton.org, email grafto-
nucc@gmail.com, or call 508-839-4513. See
our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
uccgrafton.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1

- The Simon Fairfield Library in Douglas

is hosting a Gardening Workshop with
Shea Maloney of Riddle Brook Farm: “Cool
Flowers: Growing Cold Hardy Annuals in a
Northern Climate”at 6 p.m. in the library.
Learn to cultivate hardy spring flowers.
Space is limited, call for a spot 508-476-
2695. Priority given to Douglas residents.
+ The Sutton Senior Class will hold the Sut-
ton Strong golf tournament

on benefit the Forever Friends Club to sup-
port students

with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities and fund activities for the

(lass of 2025. The event will be held at
the at Blackstone National Golf Club, 227
Putnam Hill Road, Sutton. The event kicks
off with registration at 2:30 p.m. with a
start time of 4 p.m. Four golfers per group,
two groups per hole, 18 tournament holes.
Cost is $400 per foursome.

Register at https://app.eventcaddy.com/
events/sutton-strong-84/register

WEDNESDAY, 0CTOBER 2

+ Dudley Fire Department is hosting a
Citizens'Fire Academy for people aged 18
or older who live or work in the town of
Dudley. Eight weeks of three-hour classes
for approximately 20 hours of instruction.
(lasses meet at 6 p.m. the Dudley Fire

HAPPENINGS!

continued on page 19

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE + 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

SAMUEL SLATER’S

BUY ME A BOAT
FIX A DRINK

GOOD VIBES

DONE

AND MORE!

" INDIAN PRINCESS @

SEPTEMBER 28

COSTUMES, PRITES. & MORE!

OCTOBER 25

A ViNTAGE 19408 T ) ¢
OCTOBER 5

—_—1
W
N

NOVEMBER 22

UPCOMlNG EVENTS

. AQUANETT *

e 8

OCTOBER 18

DINING HOURS:

WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY (4PM - SPM)

SATURDAY (12PM - 9PM)
SUNDAY (12PM - 8PM)

HOURS DIFFER DURING CONCERTS

BOOK YOUR PRIVATE
EVENT TODAY!

From small groups to large gatherings,
we accommodate all party sizes

Email
or visit

TICKETS, RESERVATIONS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE ¢ 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

LAKE TOUR | SEPTEMBER 29 | 10AM

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE » 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

The Indian Ranch Box Office is open Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday (10AM- 3PM), and Friday (10AM - 5PM). Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508-943-3871.
Forinformation on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfield. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.
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Department, 128 West Main Street. Class
size is limited to 12 students. For more
information and an enrollment form, visit
www.dudleyma.gov/ fire-department.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6

«The Dudley PTO will hold its Fall Festival
from 11:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. at Shepherd
Hill Regional High School. Visit this family-
friendly event with food trucks, craft and
specialty vendors, petting zoo, carnival
games, live music, free trunk or treat and
more. Rain date is October 20. New this
year is a petting zoo, axe throwing, touch-
a-truck. It's a new location with plenty of
parking. No dogs allowed on site.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8

« Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce
Ribbon Cutting at 4 p.m. at Convenient MD
Urgent Care, 15 Pleasant Valley Road, Sut-
ton. RSVP to Blackstonevalley.org/events.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10

« Edward Jones Financial Advisor Dennis
Antonopoulos and Medicare Specialist
Lynne Mussulli will present a seminar on
“Health Care and Your Retirement”at 6

p.m. (registration begins at 5:45 p.m.) at
Brookdale Eddy Pond West, 669 Washington
Street, Auburn. The seminar will address
Medicare coverage and traditional medical
expenses; long-term medical care expenses
and strategies for addressing uncovered
expenses. (A reminder that Medicare enroll-
ment is between Oct. 15 and Dec. 7, 2024.)
To register for this popular free seminar,
please call Karen Rieser @ 508-832-

5385 or email karen.rieser@edwardjones.
com by October 8.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

« St. Patrick's Church Autumn Recycling
Event. 8am - Tpm. 7 East St, Whitinsville.
We will be accepting gently used books

(no encyclopedias) & media; gently used
textiles/clothing & accessories; electronics
for a fee (no propane, batteries, lightbulbs);
rinsed bottles/cans returnable in MA (no
glass). Please keep items for each station
separate. For more information & pricing,
email officesupport@mystpatricks.com or
call 508-234-5656.

« St. Peter’s Parish in Northbridge is having
a Ham Dinner on Saturday, October 13th
starting at 5:30 pm in the parish hall. Bring
you family and friends for a wonderful meal
and meet some new friends. Tickets are $17
per dinner and include salad and dessert.
To go meals will be available for pick up at
5:00pm and all orders must be purchased
in advance. Please call the parish office

at 508-234-2156 or email parishoffice@
stpeterrockdale.org to purchase tickets or if
you have any questions.

« Meet Smokey Bear at Purgatory Chasm
State Reservation from 1- 2 p.m.

Meet Smokey Bear and our DCR firefight-
ers and help celebrate Smokey’s 80th
Birthday. Join us at the Pavilion near the
chasm's entrance. The event will happen
rain or shine, hazardous weather will
cancel. For more information, contact Pat
at 508-234-9610 or Purgatory.Chasm@
mass.gov

WEDNESDAY, 0CTOBER 16

« Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385, 13 Cross
Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free admission,
free appraisals.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17

« Auburn Historical Society & Museum'’s Oc-
tober meeting: Getting A “Grip” on History-
Devon Kurtz of the Blackstone River Valley
National Heritage Corridor will be telling
about the birth of the American Industrial
Revolution in the Blackstone River Valley of
which Auburn is a part. Auburn Sportsman’s
Club at 50 Elm Street at 6:30 p.m. For more
information contact the Auburn Historical
Society and Museum at auburnmuseum@
verizon.net. All meetings are free and open
to the public.

Reach 1000s of
people a week

call 508-839-2217

B VAR

Looking to go into business for yourself OR
Looking to expand your current business?

The Grafton Flea Market is an indoor/outdoor
market with hundreds of dealers and has been in
operation for over 50 years. Conveniently located at

296 Upton St., Rte. 140
on the Upton-Grafton Town Line

For more information — ...

or visit www.graftonflea.com

— 1 .
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« The Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce will host its Apple Pie Social
networking event from 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. at
the Willard House Clock Museum, 11 Willard
Street, N. Grafton. Admission $20 for mem-
bers and $30 for future members. RSVP by
October 10 to blackstonevalley.org.

« Disney Movie Trivia Night fun for the
whole family. Simon Fairfield library
Douglas at 6 p.m.

« Sutton Garden Club 7 p.m. Seating begins
at 6:45 p.m. Learn about lawn care and its
alternatives with master gardener Gretal
Anspach. At A.L. Dudey-Gendron Post 4114,
156 Boston Post Road, Sutton.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

« Open Sky Community Services is excited
to announce the 10th Annual Valley Bag
Toss, an inclusive cornhole tournament
being held October 19th at the Alternatives’
Whitin Mill in Whitinsville. The Valley Bag
Toss presents the perfect opportunity to
show off the cornhole skills you developed
over a summer at barbecues and picnics
with friends and family. Beyond simply be-
ing fun, the funds raised at the tournament
support Open Sky’s health and wellness
programs for the nearly 8,000 individuals
served by the agency throughout Central
Mass. People of all abilities, age 14+, are
invited to participate in this friendly compe-
tition scheduled to be held at 50 Douglas
Rd. Whitinsville, Mass. on Saturday, Oct. 19
from 12pm-5pm.

« The Millbury First Congregational Church,

SIVIALL LOAD

148 West Main Street, is sponsoring a Flea
Market and Craft Fair from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Anyone wishing to reserve table space,
please call Jeri Stead 508-865-5371. The
$25 inside area consists of a large supper
table plus a card table. An outside reserva-
tion is $15, and those chancing the weather
need to provide their own table. The kitchen
will be selling coffee and muffins, and hot
dogs will be served during lunch hours.
There will also be a Bakery Table, and a
Church Fall Flea Market Table.

SUNDAY, 0CTOBER 20

« Grafton Fall Festival from 11a.m. — 2 p.m.
on the Grafton Common. Decorate a pump-
kin and build a scarecrow while supplies
last. Enjoy music, food and games.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25

« Be a part of Webster’s annual Main Street
Trunk or Treat event from 4-6 p.m. For busi-
nesses along Main Street and South Main
Street, flyers will be available in the coming
weeks. Please display the flyers if you wish
to participate. The flyer is the same as a
porch light welcoming trick or treaters.
Anyone interested in decorating a car trunk,
pickup truck or trailer, please reach out to
cmarchand@webster-ma.gov to be part of
a spooky good time.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

« Scarecrows on the Common, Joslin Park,
Town Common, 352 Main Street, Oxford,
11a.m. —3:30 p.m. You're invited to fill the

town common with handcrafted scarecrows
for the whole town to enjoy. Open to
individuals, businesses and families. Visit
www.oxfordma.myrec.com to register.
Schedule of events: scarecrow drop-off
11a.m. - 3 p.m.; music with“DW and the
Shakemakers”at 12 — 2:30 p.m.; Sutton
Dancing Witches perform at 1 p.m. Scare-
crow judging begins at 3 p.m. Children’s
Costume Parade 3 p.m. Kids’ games, crafts,
snacks, vendors and more. Awards for most
creative, funniest and best town spirit
SCarecrows.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2

«The Boys & Girls Club of Webster-Dudley
will be having its 3rd annual Craft and Ven-
dor Fair on Saturday, November 2nd from
10a.m. to 3 p.m. at 55 Oxford Ave, Dudley.
« St. Peter’s Parish in Northbridge will be
holding its Annual Holiday Fair on Saturday,
November 2nd from 9:00am-3:00pm in the
parish hall, 39 Church Avenue, Northbridge.
Come out with your family and friends

to enjoy the day! We will have all of your
favorites: White Elephant Table, Baked
Goods Table, Holiday Table, Craft Table

with beautiful handmade quilts. There will
also be tables filled with raffles (you never
know what will be there!), a silent auction,
scratch ticket raffle, quilt raffle and a gift
basket raffle. Stay and enjoy a bite to eat
with all of our favorite foods being served.
For more information, please contact the
parish office at 508-234-2156 or email:
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org.

OPEN YEAR ROUND

ONCRETE, LLC

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS

* Patios

*Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
*Footings

*Retaining Walls

oWaIk\.NayslS|dewaIks Saturday
+Curbing pours
*Steps available

34 Providence Road, Sutton,

Custom Conerete - Metered Pours

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?

i * Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours

+ Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
¢ Custom Mix / Pour on the job site

* Cost Effective « No Waste

*1 Yard Minimum

* Winter rates in effect

Call to schedule your pour today

508-770-1200

MA

f @smallloadconcrete.sutton

www.smallloadconcrete.com

THOMPSON

Landscaping & Construction

e DRAINAGE * PooL FiLL-INs * LAwN CARE
e LAND CLEARING * FuLL LAWN INSTALLS * MuULCH

e ExcAvVATION * STONE & GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
e PATIOS * RETAINING WALLS * WALKWAYS

Millbury, MA « 508-523-7790

Ebthompson36@gmail.com * Free Estimates * Fully Insured
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS =i

* Crown Boilers
» Williamson Furnaces ALL NEW
* Oil Tank Installs

[
INSTALLS COME WITH *
A3 YEAR PARTS
AND LABOR WARRANTY,
AS WELL AS THE

MANUFACTURERS
WARRANTY.

Which will help prevent
system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED -
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

o Neeping YouWarm & Comforiable

. 508.434.1335

A Full Service Oil Company

24-Hour Emergency Service

WWW.LMTOIL.COM « WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

Fitness. Family. Community.

(A

Ig,f

by

pUm

Halloween
Roller Skating :$5.00: Haunted Swim

Halloween

0:30-6:30pMm : per chila. 0:30-6:30pm

6:45-T:45DM : erermer : 6:45-T:45pM

8:00-9:00pm 8:00-9:00pm
Whitin Gommunity Genter

60 Main St. Whitinsville MA 01588
008.234.8184

WwWw.WhitinGommunityGenter.com

YOUR PATH TO HEALING STARTS HERE =

Call Today!

Our physicians will meet with
you in the comfort of your
home to help!

i RX
James Gigliotti
Director of Patient Care
(508) 769-9377
jamesgigliotti.rxwound@gmail.com
www.RxWound.com

(Ray’s

AUTO BODY

Over 35 Years in Business ¢ |-Car Gold Certified

On All Insurance Company Lists
Every Vehicle Must Pass a 25 Point Safety Inspection

Lt
ke

FREE RENTAL
NEVER PAY FULL DEDUCTIBLE!

188 Worcester St., (Rte. 122) Grafton, MA
508-839-9508

restrictions apply




