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Dr. Katie McNamara Named Superintendent of the Year
For San Diego and Imperial Counties

Imperial Beach, CA — South Bay Superintendent Katie McNamara has been named the
Superintendent of the Year for Region 18 (San Diego and Imperial Counties) by the Association
of California School Administrators (ACSA).

Each year, ACSA recognizes outstanding performance and achievement as Administrators of
the Year in various job-alike categories. Recipients must show strong support for the school
management team, exceptional leadership in building school programs, commitment to
educational quality and student achievement, commitment to professional growth, and creativity
and innovation in dealing with issues and problems facing public education. Regional recipients
in all award categories are considered for State-wide recognition, the winners of which are
announced in late March.

Dr. McNamara was nominated in recognition of her ability to articulate her vision for what she
believes students need, deserve, and can accomplish, regardless of their background or life
circumstances. She believes that every child should be offered opportunities to learn, create,
achieve, take risks, be challenged and thrive. The conviction she shows in support of her vision
inspires everyone around her to their best self, from teachers and bus drivers to students and
parents.

Board President Melanie Ellsworth is proud of this recognition. “This is a wonderful and well-
deserved honor for Dr. McNamara and South Bay. Her influence and guidance as our
Superintendent have cultivated a culture of growth, optimism, excellence, and teamwork that
has positively impacted everyone in our community. The entire Board is thrilled with this
acknowledgement of Dr. McNamara’s leadership and we are very excited for the future.”

Dr. McNamara was selected as South Bay’s Superintendent in 2013. She previously served as
the Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services in the Solana Beach School District and
as a Principal in the Del Mar Union School District. She began her career in the Riverside
Unified School District, where she served as a teacher and Principal.
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About the South Bay Union School District:

The award winning South Bay Union School District proudly serves over 7,500 students in Imperial
Beach, San Ysidro, and south San Diego. The District is comprised of twelve campuses, including nine
K-6 schools, two K-8 dependent charter schools, and one Preschool. South Bay offers specialized
programs including Dual Language, Instrumental Music, Visual and Performing Arts, and a STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) Academy.
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