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North Oxford Mills has you covered,
including Katharine Hepburn

By Janet Stoica

The saying goes “you can’t judge
a book by its cover.” And so it is
with the carpet and flooring outlet
called North Oxford Mills.

“We might have the ugliest build-
ing, but the savings are beautiful,”
to paraphrase owner Rob Mack’s
words in his latest TV commercial.

Located off Route 12 in North
Oxford, the store appears to be the
ultimate local choice for a variety
of flooring needs. They sell and in-
stall carpeting, laminate, hardwood,
cork, and linoleum. And besides,
why wouldn’t you want to buy lo-
cal, from the businesses that are the
lifeblood of our community?

“We’ve always been known as a
carpet outlet, but we offer all types

of flooring,” says Rob Mack. “We
buy a lot of inventory from brands
such as Stainmaster, Shaw, Mo-
hawk, Dixie Home, and Masland.
We have waterproof vinyl floating
floors that have a wood floor ap-
pearance. Sheet vinyl, however, is
impervious to everything once it's
glued down to the base floor. The
vinyl floating floor material styles
and colors are truly beautiful; how-
ever, they’re not the least expen-
sive, though easy to install over
existing floors.”

North Oxford Mills also has a
good commercial base. They've
installed for and been involved
with local banks, colleges, hous-
ing authorities, and general con-

Hey neighbor, our website is your website

can effortlessly explore local businesses
serving our community. Get updates
on what’s going on in your area on our
event and calendar page.

Remember, these have been difficult
times, and it is so important to support
the businesses that support our com-
munity. You can check out business
profiles, leave a review, connect to their
Facebook page and website.

Businesses - a corporate profile on
our new directory can feature your com-
pany on our opening page and drive
visitors to your website with links, a
map, and graphics. You can take advan-
tage of becoming a community spon-
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" Open Easter Sunday
9am-5pm

' 8 Davis Street + Webster, MA
CALL AHEAD FOR TO-GO ORDERS

The Yankee Xpress is excited to an-
nounce the re-launch of its website www.
theyankeexpress.com. It has a bright and
streamlined new look. Our goal is to cre-
ate a site that’s about you, your neighbor-
hood, your businesses, your community
resources, your town’s news, one stop -
the voice of your community.

Online, you will be able to access the
entire newspaper and features to em-
power you to become an active member
of the community. Post events and what’s
happening around town directly to our
community announcement page. Easily
share to your social media. Don’t forget to
“like” us on Facebook. We have built an
online directory, with maps, where you

+ Basement Remodels * 3-Season Rooms

+ Additions * Decks  * Gutter Cleaning i
*Roofs * Windows  * Handicap Accessible
* Siding * Gutters Ramps

BUY NOW PAY LATER

Locally owned & family operated for over 35 years.

tractors. “During the COVID situ-
ation we’ve been included in lots
of home improvement projects as
well as many commercial jobs,”
said Rob, “I think with people
working from home, they’ve been
looking at their current flooring
more critically and realizing it’s
time for replacement. Last May
and June were busier than nor-
mal for us as was the summer, fall,
and winter. The holidays slowed
things down but it’s picked up
once again. We are very thankful
for the business uptick and greatly
appreciate our customers’ contact
with us.”

Rob Mack had worked for his
father-in-law, Bernie Edinberg, for

3_;& A+ Rating

Wells Fargo Financing Available

0% INTEREST OPTIONS

Rob Mack
a number of years before buying
the business from him in 2005.
The business currently employs
two full-time and 2-3 part-time per-
Continued on page 2
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North Oxford Mills offers carpeting and much more in flooring.
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OXFORD MILLS

Continued from page 1

sonnel as well as an installa-
tion team. “All of our work
is fully guaranteed,” says
Rob. “We don’t do ceramic
tile, but we do most every-
thing else. We also support
our local schools and safety
personnel. Additionally, I've
hired our local high school
students for after-school
work and they are great ad-
ditions to our staff.”

“Our installation team is
amazing; they are second to
none,” says Rob. “Anybody
can sell flooring but it's
only as good as the quality
of the installation, including
the underlay. The work of
our installers is the best in
Central Mass. Their work is

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
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Technicians

high-quality and we’ll stand
behind it. We take responsi-
bility for materials, installa-
tion, everything.

“My father-in-law is 79 and
he is the person who visits
people’s homes to assist
with their choices and takes
measurements. He also buys
inventory and waits on store
customers. During COVID,
however, he has curtailed
his work activity. Soon, he
will re-join us.”

Rob related a story about
a movie-star personality, the
regal Katharine Hepburn,
who visited the store in the
1970s. Ms. Hepburn pur-
chased flooring for her Con-
necticut home, and it was an
honor that she had chosen
North Oxford Mills as her resi-
dence’s ultimate resource.

“We've been pleased to
have been chosen to supply
multi-million-dollar homes
in the local area as well as
for the average buyer,” says

Rob. “Every job is interest-
ing and unique. I enjoy the
mathematical part of my job
as well as its complexity.
All of our customers are the
best. This area has the most
down-to-earth people. They
are good, honest, hardwork-
ing people that you want
to do a good job for. Many
of our customers know the
value of their purchases and
this is the most satisfying
part of my job. Our patrons
work hard for their money
and we work hard fulfill-
ing their needs knowing it’s
important to them. We are
extremely grateful to have
the local community as our
customer base.”

North Oxford Mills is at 3
Clara Barton Road, North
Oxford. Phone: (508) 987-
8521. Hours: Tues-Sat 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m.; Wed until 7 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Monday.
www.northoxfordmills.com
and on Facebook.

WEBSITE

Continued from page 1

sor, that will allow you a
more prominent presence
on theyankeexpress.com.
You can sponsor content
that will keep you in mind
with readers.

At The Yankee Xpress,
we’re part of your commu-
nity. We’'re excited to high-
light your town, and your
neighboring towns, with
a one-stop resource that
opens the door to your
hometown and what it has
to offer.

THE EASTER STORY
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SO WE COULD HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.
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See our website @ .
www.acecollisionwebster. com
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email: acecollisionwebster@yahoo.com

580 SOUTH MAIN STREET « WEBSTER, MA 01570
508-461-6546 .

WILLIAM N. KRING

Certified Public Accountant / Admitted to U.S. Tax Court
103 W. Main Street, Dudley

508-949-1439
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Perro’s Auto of Auburn makes it easy

By Janet Stoica

Thinking about the car of
your dreams? Make, model,
color, cool accessories? The
dealer of choice is right here
in Auburn, Perro’s Auto Sales,
located at 772 Southbridge
Street.

Michael J. Perro established
the business in 1965.

“If you have a job that you
enjoy and it keeps you busy,
it's a great experience” says
Mike A. Perro, son of the deal-
ership’s founder, “I thorough-
ly enjoy greeting our new cus-
tomers and seeing our repeat
customers. We are happy to
assist a customer in choosing
their pre-owned vehicle.”

According to Bankrate.com,
a new car loses up to 30% of
its value as soon as it’s driven
out of the new car dealer’s lot.
This is where Perro’s Auto
comes in. They will find you
just about any make or model
of a pre-owned car or truck of
your specifications.

“Most of our cars and trucks
are strictly lease cars,” said
Mike, “and the majority are
one-owner only. They are
genuine offlease sales right
from the major auto manufac-
turers. We travel to the larger
auto auction sites to buy the
real thing. We’ll buy only one-
owner vehicles that we do our
homework on. If we learn that
the vehicle’s been in an acci-
dent, 99% of the time we will
not purchase it. We thorough-
ly inspect each car and truck
before we put it on our lot.”

Perro’s has three mechan-
ics and an auto body shop
located at 354 Harding Street
in Worcester. Their Auburn
location will perform quick
vehicle repairs and oil chang-
es as well as tire rotations.

The Auburn and Worcester
locations are all in the family
with brothers Anthony and
Robert Perro managing the
Worcester location and broth-

ers John and Mike at the Au-
burn location. There are also
two additional sales person-
nel at the Auburn site.

“People are finally begin-
ning to come back into our
lots again,” Mike stated. “We
have many repeat customers
and look forward to meeting
new shoppers. Someone new
to our dealership might be ap-
prehensive but our customer
service is top-notch and we
feel that they’ll enjoy the selec-
tion experience. We take many
custom orders but also have a
good inventory to pick from.

“You just tell us what type of
vehicle you're looking for and
what options you like along
with your budget and we’ll
search through the New Eng-
land area as well as Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey to find
your choice.

“Today everyone has the in-
ternet at their fingertips, and
you don’t have to be a car

guru to find what you want but
our reputation means a lot to
us and we’ll try our best to ac-
commodate our customers.”

He explains that many of
their cars are a factory sale,
meaning that the manufactur-
er was the actual lease com-
pany. Some of the makes are
Toyota, Honda, Ford, Hyun-
dai, GMC, Dodge, etc. and all
have been previously one-
owner lease cars. Most are
still under remaining factory
warranties.

“We are good people and
most people who buy cars
here come back to us,” said
Mike. “That in itself is truly a
positive as people’s allegianc-
es today are not what they
were years ago.”

Mike also indicated that
owners are keeping their cars
longer today. Drive trains
haven’t changed much in 50
years, he stated, but the elec-
tronics have multiplied.

Perro’s Auto Sales sets itself
apart from other previously-
owned vehicle dealers with
their RMV program. “All you
have to do is contact your in-
surance agent,” he said, “and
we’ll take care of the registra-
tion process for you. There’s
no need for you to drive to the
RMYV and wait in a long line,
we’ll do it all for you. You'll
walk into Perro’s and choose
your vehicle and in short time,
you’ll walk out with your new
registration in your hand.”

Mike Perro in his dealership showroom.

There is a nominal fee for
the RMV service but it's a
much smaller fee than the
customary “documentation
fee” charged by new car deal-
ers.

Perro’s does take trade-ins
and can compete with most
car/truck dealers on any
make and model of vehicle

you're interested in. They
also assist with financing, us-
ing many local credit unions
and banks.

Perro’s Auto Sales is at 772
Southbridge Street (Route
12), Auburn. Phone: (508) 721-
1444. Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-7;
Sat., 9-6; Sunday 12 noon-5.
Wwww.perroauto.com

AUTO
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Support your community business
Personal Service and Big Savings!
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Call to set up yours!

New England Home Cabinetry LLC
76 Lake Street, Webster, MA 01570

508-344-5860

www.nehcab.com

Harrington Auxiliary scholarships

SOUTHBRIDGE: The Har-
rington Hospital Auxiliary
is pleased to announce the
continuation of its annual
scholarship program, which
offers five $2000 scholarships
to students pursuing a career
in health care.

Five (one year) scholar-
ships will be awarded by The
Harrington Hospital Auxiliary
in June of 2021. Each scholar-
ship will be in the amount of
$2000.00. Applicants must be
planning to pursue a career
in Health Care and must be
accepted into an accredited
Health Care Program.

To be eligible, applicants
must reside in one of the Cen-
tral Massachusetts or North
Eastern Connecticut commu-
nities served by Harrington
Hospital.

An applicant must be identi-
fied as one of the following:

A student who is graduating
from an area high school in
2021.

An individual who has al-
ready graduated from an area
high school and who has not
been a previous recipient of a
Harrington Hospital Auxiliary
Scholarship.

An individual who has re-
ceived a high school graduate
equivalency diploma (G.E.D.).

An individual who has been
home educated and who has
met all high school graduation
criteria as set forth by their lo-
cal School Board.

Any person who is an em-
ployee or a relative of an em-
ployee of Harrington Hospi-
tal and affiliations who meets
the above criteria is eligible
to apply.

Compleleted application
packets must include:

A current transcript of your
high school or college record,
including grades, grade point

average, and rank in-class
(when applicable). PSAT, SAT
I or II, ACT scores, or other
pertinent standardized test
scores. A personal (student
written) ESSAY (on a separate
sheet) describing why you
wish to further your educa-
tion in the field of health
care. Two letters of reference.
We request one letter from
a faculty member, guidance
counselor, or other school
personnel. The second let-
ter should be written by an
individual who knows you
from the workplace, church,
organization, or volunteer or-
ganization.

All applications should
be submitted electronically
or postmarked by April 1,
through the website: https://
www.harringtonhospital.org/
harrington-hospital-auxiliary-
2021-scholarship/ For more
information, please contact
Kelly Hibbard at 508-765-6473
or khibbard@harringtonhos-
pital.org.

INSATI
TECHNOLOGIES

INEATION G
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e T e

INSTALL ON:

* Fire Stick
« Android Devices

* |OS Devices

* Mobile Devices
 Streaming Devices
* SmartTV

» Computers
 Tablets

ationTV.com

sy

No more cable bill!

508.422.0477

31 Thompson Rd., Unit 2, Webster, MA
info@insationtech.com * www.insationtech.com

Mon-Wed
9AM-5PM

Thurs & Fri
9AM-6PM
Sat 9AM-2PM

Town of Auburn Ballot

L]
openings
Annual election May 18, 2021
On Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at eight o’clock AM to elect by Offi-
cial Ballot the following Town Officers and Committees for the
following terms of offices as provided by the Charter, March
10, 1969, under General Laws, Chapter 43B Section (9c¢).
One Housing Authority for Five Years
Two Library Trustees, Auburn Free Public Library for
Three Years
One Moderator for One Year
Two School Committee Members for Three Years
Two Board of Selectmen Members for Three Years
Town meeting members
Precinct One - 8 to be elected for Three Years
Precinct Two - 8 to be elected for Three Years; 1 to be elected
for One year unexpired term
Precinct Three - 8 to be elected for Three Years; 1 to be elect-
ed for One year unexpired term 2 to be elected for Two year
unexpired term.
Precinct Four - 8 to be elected forThree Years
Precinct Five - 8 to be elected for Three Years; 3 to be elected
for One year unexpired term

Town of Auburn

2021 Annual Town Election
Information and Calendar

Tuesday, May 4 - Annual Town Meeting - High School Au-
ditorium
Tuesday, May 18 - Annual Town Election-Precincts 1,2,3,4
& 5 Auburn High School Gym
Nomination papers
Tuesday, March 30, 5:00 PM last day for candidates to file
nomination papers with the board of registrars
Thursday, April 15, 5:00 PM Last day for filing objection/
withdrawals
Wednesday, April 28, 8 AM - 8 PM- Last day to register to
vote

Monday, May 10, 4:00 PM Campaign Finance Reports
(Town-wide only) 8 day report
Thursday, June 17, 4:00 PM Campaign Finance Reports
Due 30 day report
Nomination papers - number of signatures required
Town-wide Office - Minimum of 50 voters of the town. No
more than four blank nomination papers issued
Town Meeting member - Minimum of 10 voters of the pre-
cinct in which the candidate resides. No more than one
blank nomination paper issued
Incumbent Town Meeting Members - Last day to notify the
Town Clerk in writing they wish to be on the ballot, is Tues-
day, March 23.

Auburn residents 18 years of age by Election Day, May 18,
2021, or older may register to vote in the Town Clerk’s office.
A resident may register to vote by mail, in person or online
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/ ; the mail-in form must be
postmarked on or before April 28, 2021 for the voter to be
eligible to vote at the annual town election. 16 and 17 years
of age may also pre-register.
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All the right moves and more to come
at Booklovers’ Gourmet

By Rod Lee
Significant as is twenty-six
years in business, Debra
Horan, owner of Booklovers’
Gourmet in Webster, has no
intention of settling for that
particular milestone.
Booklovers’ Gourmet cele-
brated its latest anniversary—
Ms. Horan'’s first at the store’s
new home at 72 E. Main St—
the week of March 2-7. A large
sheet cake was put out for cus-
tomers to enjoy as they sam-
pled the “cultural oasis” Ms.
Horan has established since

opening her business in 1995.

Her goal from the outset was
to create “a cultural oasis” in
town. By every measure she
has achieved that with a friend-
ly local independent bookstore
that defies the odds of “smalls”
struggling and in many cases
not making it. A combination of
gently used books on virtually
every subject imaginable, spe-
cialty drinks, fresh pastries,
unique gifts including leather-
bound journals, pottery, gem-
stone jewelry, bookmarks,

Deb Horan offers Sue Wargo of Thompson some anniver-

sary cake at Booklovers’ Gourmet.

aromatherapy and incense,
handcrafted soaps and soy
candles, jigsaw puzzles and
children’s toys have worked
to make Booklovers’ Gourmet
popular with customers.

The event was a success,
Ms. Horan said.

“It was a steady flow of
people, I was happy with the
turnout. [ decided to spread it
out over the week,” she said,
choosing a five-day happening
rather than limiting the festivi-
ties to the actual date of her an-
niversary, which was March 4.

Sandra Chase of Danielson,
Connecticut, a firsttime pa-
tron, and Sue Wargo of Thomp-
son, a regular, happened to be
in the store at the same time
one afternoon during anniver-
sary week. Both were compli-
mentary of what Ms. Horan has
accomplished.

“The merchandise is quite
varied,” Ms. Chase said. “I'm
more of a gift shopper. For
books I usually go to Pour-
ings & Passages in Daniel-
son. It’s run by a priest from
St. James School. I haven’t
paid full price for a book in
a long time.”

Ms. Wargo described her-
self as a customer of Book-
lovers’ “almost from the be-
ginning. I'm a retired librarian
and taught in many schools.
I am a voracious reader. It
could be a bestseller or a
used book. I like the colle-

giality and the chance to talk
about books. It’s kind of like
Cheers for the bookish. Every-
one knows your name.”

Ms. Horan moved Book-
lovers’ Gourmet from its pre-
vious location just down the
block and on the other side
of the street on April 1 of last
year but “didn’t open until
mid-May” because of the pan-
demic—and then on a limited
basis. Like other businesses,
she has struggled through the
partial shutdown.

Her attentiveness to what it
takes to stay current and inter-
esting is manifested in “Shelf
Awareness” emails she shares
with her audience, periodi-
cally. A recent “Shelf Aware-
ness” featured Robert Gray’s
comments on a release from
Rapper/Singer/Songwriter
Dessa, entitted My Own De-
vices: True Stories from the
Road on Music, Science and
Senseless Love and praise
for Gabriel Byrne’s “compel-
ling memoir” Walking with
Ghosts. Shelf Awareness also
includes notes on “Great
Reads,” “The Writer’s Life”
and “Book Reviews.”

Ms. Horan expresses opti-
mism about being able to re-
turn to normal.

“Yeah, I'm hoping to have
warmer weather and do out
door poetry readings,” she
said. “I'm starting to plan
things for early summer.

Booklovers’ Gourmet Owner Deb Horan, left, recently wel-
comed Tina Brooks to the store as a team member. Tina is
a longtime resident of the town of Webster whose reading
interests include art, mystery, science and health.

“I have more ideas,” she
said: a hint that Booklovers’
Gourmet will only get better.
“Even extending hours a little
bit” is a possibility, she said.

She is pleased that custom-
ers appreciate Booklovers’
atmosphere.

“I think people are starting
to know that I have a lot of
books but other things too, like
gifts and coffees,” she said.

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

Pamala Holt joins Goodrich Insurance Agency

We are excited to welcome Pamala Holt from Dudley, MA to our team
of insurance professionals at Goodrich Insurance Agency in Milton, MA.
Pamala has over 20 years of insurance expertise and will be our
Personal lines Account Manager. Pam joined our office family on
November 23, 2020 and will be working remotely from Dudley and in
our main office in Milton. Help us give Pam a warm welcome!

‘We look forward to providing our current clients and new clients with
professional, personal, knowledgeable valued client services you expect

from Goodrich Insurance Agency! Pamala Holt
Donna Benoit, CIC CPIA, Vice President ~Account Manager

wiiom L. GO ODRICH
INSURANCE Agency, Inc.

424 Apbams STreer, MiLton, MA 02186
Bus. (617) 698-5544 Fax (617) 698-8515
We appreciate your business. Questions? Call US First!

sin
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170 Thompson Road, Webster, MA * 508-949-1110

Come in and see our selection of Luca & Danni Papaya, Vera Bradley....and Much More!

Buy 4 Cigars Get 1 FREE 10%

Of equal or less value. Not to be combined with
any other coupons or offers.

OFF Purchase

Not to be combined with any other coupons or offers.
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Politicians announce $300,000 grant for Oxford

BOSTON - State Senator Ryan
Fattman (R-Sutton) and State
Representatives  Joseph ~ McK-
enna (R-Webster) and Paul Frost
(R-Auburn) announced recently
that Oxford was the recipient of a
$300,000 grant from the MassDOT
Shared Winter Streets and Spaces
Program.

The Shared Winter Streets and
Spaces program provides grants
from $5,000 to $500,000 for munici-
palities to quickly launch changes
for safer walking, biking, public
transit, recreation, commerce, and
civic activities. These improve-
ments can be intentionally tempo-
rary or can be pilots of potentially

permanent changes. MassDOT is
particularly focused on projects
that respond to the current pub-
lic health crisis and provide safe
mobility for children, for elders, to
public transportation, and to open
space and parks.

The $300,000 that Oxford re-
ceived will go to install new safety

improvements within the down-
town area, including enhanced
crosswalks with pedestrian safe-
ty beacons, ADA-compliant curb
ramps, improved pedestrian sig-
nals, and bus shelters.

Representative Frost said, “I
appreciate the Baker-Polito ad-
ministration for awarding these
grants to the communities of Au-
burn, Millbury and Oxford in my
district. These grants will have a
long-lasting positive impact be-
yond the pandemic.”

“I am very happy to support
this grant which will provide sig-
nificant safety improvements to
a very busy street,” added Rep-
resentative McKenna. “Oxford is
always looking forward to mak-
ing local improvements, and this
state commitment will help move
that forward.”

“I am pleased to see the hard
work of the town of Oxford pay off
with the receipt of this grant,” said
Senator Fattman. “It is crucial to
provide a safe means of pedestrian
travel in a time when so many are
staying in their small communities.
[ am proud to continue to support
this grant program, so that many
more communities can have ac-
cess to road improvements that will
make their streets safer.”

x.

™

HE M EADOWS

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Short-Term Rehabilitation « Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays « Respite Care

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway ® Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800 ¢ www.vhmeadows.com

O AT

CHARLTON MANOR

REST HOME / ASSISTED LIVING

We cam helpy.. We can

MICHAEL D. TURPIN, President

Beautiful First Floor Room
Taking Applications

Don't overpay for false promises. We will provide the care
your loved one deserves. We are the affordable choice.

12 Town Farm Road, Charlton, MA Debra Fitts, Manager
Tel 508-248-5136 « Cell 978-314-2290 DFitts.cnrh @gmailcom
Fax 508-248-6445 www.charltonmanorresthome.com

sneakerama =%
FOR THE LONG RUN

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN CENTRAL MASS!

Join us every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. for our Fun Runs!
Our staff has more Marathon experience than any other store!

www.sneakerama.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1978

Spring Special
Footwear for the Whole Family

$10 off

any purchase of $100 or more
Expires 3/31/21

12 Lake Avenue, Worcester * 508-799-7278 « 1-800-470-6747
Mon/Tue/Fri 10am-6:30pm * Wed/Thu 10am-8pm ¢ Sat 9:30am-5pm ¢ Sun 11am-4pm

New Balance, Asics, Saucony, Teva, Nike, Merrell, Adidas, Mizuno, Brooks & Uggs...to name a few!

Sarsceel S ETE TR

Collection Curiosities by Curator Olivia Spratt

This map, graciously donated by
the LaPlante family, is the oldest
map of the town we have in our
collection. Published by F. W. Beers
& Co., it dates back to 1870, 38
years after Webster was founded.
The map is composed of paper
mounted onto a linen backing. It

is extremely fragile, but came to

us in good condition. Objects like
these are very useful because they
provide a glimpse into life when
Samuel Slater's sons took over the
family business. We can see which
plots of land were owned by whom,
many of which belonged to the
Slaters. Also by looking at this map,
we can see the evolution of the
name of Webster Lake. There is a
map of Massachusetts from 1795
currently held at the Boston Public
Library that shows the lake being
referred to as Chargoggagogg-
manchoggagogg Pond. It stayed

that way until the 1830s, when it was
changed to Chaubunagungamaug
Pond, as seen here on the map in our
collection. Look out for this map on
display in our orientation exhibit!

Do you have any old things?

Many area residents have donated their antique items to the Samuel Slater
Experience, but a few more are still needed to complete all the exhibits. Here
is a list. If you have any these and are willing to part with them, please contact
Olivia Spratt at ospratt@samuelslaterexperience.org or call the museum at
508-461-2955. Please include a photo with your email.

100-year-old bikes

Travel trunks and suitcases
Old wood barrels, boxes, crates, old rope
Crockery, glassware, lamps, silverware, tinware,
nickel-plated ware from early 1900s-1925

Sets of matching hairbrush, comb, mirror

from early 1900s

Appliances such as washing machines,
wringers, stoves, refrigerator,
all from 1910-1925
Horse-drawn open bed wagon
Skeleton keys

To find out more about the
Samuel Slater Experience,
visit the website at
https://samuelslaterexperience.org.

Post-Acute Rehab ¢ Long-Term Care * Orthopedic Rehab
Wound Care + Pulmonary Care ¢ Cardiac & Stroke Recovery

312 Millbury Ave.
Millbury, MA 01527
www.careonemillbury.com

508.793.0088

CAREONE

QAt Millbury




By Janet Stoica

If travelling to exotic places is a
requirement for becoming a savvy
and knowledgeable library direc-
tor, then Sondra Murphy has cer-
tainly checked that box. In the past
few years, she has experienced
the sights, sounds, and people of
India, Nepal, and Vietnam.

Ms. Murphy is the Gladys E.
Kelly Library’s new director.

The education, experiences,
and world views Ms. Murphy
has obtained surely cannot be
measured but those travels have
served to expand her life outlook
and ability to relate to all library pa-
trons. To paraphrase Mark Twain:
“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigot
ry, and narrowmindedness. Broad
wholesome charitable views of all
of us cannot be acquired by veg-
etating in one litle corner of the
earth all one’s lifetime.”

Ms. Murphy volunteered at an
American school in Siem Reap,
Cambodia, where she helped to
build and train personnel for the
school library. “The opportunity
and experience | had there were
amazing,” she said. “My husband
and I then visited India, where we
experienced yoga and meditation
retreats. In Vietnam, we became
fans of the wonderful foods of-
fered and visited the many muse-
ums. While in Kathmandu, Nepal,
I learned about a library director
position in Leominster, which I in-
terviewed for and accepted.”

Ms. Murphy earned a master’s
degree in Library Science at Sim-
mons University, Boston. Origi-
nally from Boylston, she was the
Children’s Librarian in the town
of Oak Bluffs, on Martha’s Vine-
yard, which has a population

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry

similar to Webster, about 15,000,
(with a summer population of
about 150,000).

A year later she promoted
to be the library’s director. She
successfully rebranded the local
library and set up a new website.
She stayed on the Vineyard for
five years and also met her hus-
band there.

When their housing needs
changed, they moved back to
this area. She accepted a posi-
tion as Youth Services Coordi-
nator with the Worcester Public
Library, becoming immersed
not only with the main branch at
Salem Square but also with the
four school/public libraries in
Worcester’s four quadrants. Af-
ter a stint as the Library Director
in Leominster she realized that
she wanted a more hands-on ap-
proach where she could mingle
with library patrons, and after
applying for and interviewing
with Webster, she successfully
landed here!

Webster's library is currently
operating in COVID mode. Ms.
Murphy has met individually with
her staff of three fulltime and
three parttime employees. The
library also has two volunteers
who are essential to it operation.
“[ really enjoy the staff here,”
she said. “The town hall staff has
been wonderful as well. They're
amazing. I can tell this is going to
be a great place to work and be
part of. Everyone looks forward
to working in a newly-built and
well-organized library like Web-
ster’s. Some of the projects I'll
be working on are the internal
processes and procedures, our
summer reading program, and

bringing programs outdoors to the
lawn area. This beautiful building
is so modern, spacious and bright.
It's truly inspirational and every li-
brarian’s dream to work in such a
new establishment. I hope to bring
new and interesting programs to
our library.”

Long-term plans include boost-
ing programs and offerings to
make the facility a vital place in
town, maintaining good relation-
ships with other town boards and
committees, working closely with
the Friends of the Library, ensur-
ing fresh collections, and getting
to know the community.
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New Webster Library Director Sondra Murphy looks forward

Ms. Murphy looks forward to
hearing suggestions and getting
feedback. “People tend to have
an old view of libraries,” she says.
“We’re not old and stodgy and
quiet. We are a living, breathing
entity that is a reflection of the
community. Our staff is vibrant,
warm, and welcoming to our pa-
trons and we look forward to ex-
panded hours of operation in late
April. I'm excited to be here and
look forward to new and innova-
tive programs for Webster.”

Hours of operation are limited
currently due to COVID and the
lobby is the only area available

Two business leaders fund
scholarship at Nichols College

DUDLEY - A new scholarship at
Nichols College to benefit trans-
fer students from Quinsigamond
Community College has been cre-
ated through contributions from
two longterm Worcester busi-
ness and community leaders.

R. Joseph Salois, owner and
president of Atlas Distributing Inc.,
and Robert Vaudreuil, retired presi-
dent and CEO of The Protector
Group, have committed to sponsor
the Nichols Connect Scholarship,
which will assist QCC graduates
who pursue a Nichols degree.

“As the scholarship’s name im-
plies, this effort will connect our
institutions in a meaningful way
and enhance our longstanding
partnership with QCC through the
Affordable Business and Leader-
ship Education initiative,” said Bill
Boffi, Nichols College vice presi-
dent for enrollment. “We are grate-
ful to Joe Salois and Bob Vaudreuil
for strengthening our bridge to

Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants | Full-mouth reconstruction
Computer-Guided Surgery | 3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns | Veneers | Advanced Esthetics

Alizon Before ACB

[Advanced Cozmatic Bonding)

* Alizon After ACE *
{Advanced Cozmetic Bonding)

Real People. Real Results.

Soo more of Alison’s case and mere
REAL Before and After cases
actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com

Whitinsville
family dentistry

(508) 234-8107

12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo's Before and Afters?

See them when they're brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Worcester and extending Nichols’
exceptional educational opportu-
nities to its students.”

Students enrolled in a mini-
mum of six credits at Nichols are
eligible for the Nichols Connect
Scholarship. Award amounts will
vary based on status as a resident
student, undergraduate evening or
commuter student, or student in
the Affordable Business and Lead-
ership Education initiative.

Vaudreuil, a 1977 graduate of
Nichols College and former chair
of its Board of Trustees, added,
“I see this scholarship as a win
for QCC, for Nichols, and for the
Worcester  business commu-
nity which will continue to be
strengthened by the opportunities
and educational resources pro-
vided by this partnership.”

For more information on the Nich-
ols Connect Scholarship, please call
the Nichols College Enrollment Office
at508213-2038.

to patrons. Books are held there
for those requesting them and
staff will be happy to retrieve
additional materials requested.
Chromebooks and Hot Spots are
available for lending.

Gladys E. Kelly Public Library
is at 2 Lake Street, Webster.
Phone: (508) 949-3880. Hours: 10 -
5 Mon/Tues; 10-1 Wed; 10-7 Thurs;
10-5 Friday.

Sondra Murphy

Only the Best for Your Hearing!

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

amplisound ™

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 » PUTNAM, CT

Providing hearing solutions to the community since 1981.

=3 @@ www.amplisound.com | f

@dr.jasontubo
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The Bird Store and More really is more

By Janet Stoica
Can you imagine selling
through 6,000 - 8,000 lbs. of
bird seed weekly? That’s
the average amount of bird
seed sold by Bill and Nancy
Cormier, owners of The Bird
Store and More in Sturbridge.
Amazing. If you have outdoor
bird feeders and enjoy seeing
the beautiful avians indulge in
their favorite treats then you
owe yourself a visit to The
Bird Store and More. The most
frequently bought items are
bird seed, bird feeders, and
suet but you will lose yourself
in the many other products
that the store has on display
for your surfing enjoyment.
First of all, let’s just clear up
a little trivia about birds. Ac-
cording to their definition in
The Free Dictionary “If you
ask your average paleontolo-
gist, who is familiar with the
phylogeny of vertebrates, they
will probably tell you that yes,
birds (avians) are dinosaurs.
Using proper terminology,
birds are avian dinosaurs;
other dinosaurs are non-avian
dinosaurs, and (strange as it
may sound) birds are techni-
cally considered reptiles.”
They may be considered all
of the above, but they sure are
graceful, beautiful, and full of
wonderful feathery color pal-
ettes. The red cardinals are a
beauty to behold as are the
Eastern bluebirds, American

goldfinches, and red-bellied
woodpeckers. If they choose
to grace our backyards with
their elegance and variety,
we should look upon them as
one of the greatest gifts of na-
ture. Just watching them dine
on the seeds in our feeders is
mesmerizing.

If you are looking for the ab-
solute freshest bird seed, pay
a visit to The Bird Store. Their
bird seed is shipped weekly
from an Amish packing house
in Ohio so their entire ware-
house of bird seed is replen-
ished with fresh seed weekly.
The fresh seed is packed on
a Monday and delivered to
Sturbridge on a Thursday.
“We don’t use any chemicals
on our bird seed mixes,” says
Nancy Cormier, “this would
be detrimental to the birds’
hatchlings. Hopefully, after a
customer buys their bird seed,
they’ll use it within a month.
If you can’t use it within that
time frame, it's best to freeze
it, that way it will kill any moth
eggs that have been laid in the
seed when it is in the fields.
The moths lay their eggs in
the fields before harvesting
begins.” By the way, The Bird
Store does sell moth traps that
use pheromones to attract
both male and female moths
if you ever encounter such a
moth infestation problem.

There are three additional

varieties of seed that the store
offers: the most popular blend
is the #2 Sunflower Seeds
which are partially hulled so
not as messy; Hi-Energy which
is their custom blend consist-
ing of nuts, berries, and a small
amount of millet; and Nutrasa-
ff, safflower seeds loved by
birds but shunned by squirrels
and starlings. Additional bird
attractions are dried and live
meal worms which bluebirds
thoroughly enjoy.

The store does sell a great
amount of suet. Hint, buy the
hot pepper variety if you don’t
want the squirrels enjoying
the suet. The birds’ taste buds
will not pick up the hot pepper
but the squirrels are sure to
shy away after their first taste.
There are squirrel treats here
too though, known as Critter
Vittles, such as dried corn
on cobs and sunflower seeds
with corn and peanuts.

Additional browsing in this
wonderful store will uncover
delicate wind chimes, garden
extras, beautiful bird houses,
and hummingbird feeders as
well as human coffee cups,
locally-harvested honey and
local maple syrup for those
fluffy pancakes you might
make on winter weekends.
The items are relaxing to look
at and wonderful to consider,
including puzzles for adults
and children, kids’ plush toys,

Koinonia Summer Day Camp

Insist your camp be licensed!

License #168

Rt. 21, Thompson, CT * 860-928-6420
Serving Our Community for Over 48 Years!
www.koinoniafitness.com & on Facebook

Starts June 14th
Ending August 20th

LIMITED ENROLLMENT
Early Drop Off 7:15am / Late Pick-Up 5:45pm

AGES 4 &5 $190 WEEKLY +« AGES 6-12 $180 WEEKLY

KOINONIA WILL STRICTLY FOLLOW ALL
COVID-19 OEC STATE GUIDELINES

mer

"5 FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP S5t

Ages 4-12 - 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. * (Ratio 12 to 1)

Australian Natural Soaps that
are ftriple-milled along with
goat’s milk soap too, including
a soothing variety of scents.
Of course, they have an inter-
esting variety of tee shirts and
even bird-watching binoculars
with field guides which could
come in handy if you join the
couple on bird walks in late
April and early May. They
carry a pretty cool variety of
greeting cards, including the
Pumpernickel brand, wall
art, and fascinating whirli-
gigs, which are yard orna-
ments powered by the wind.
Their webstore presence
allows them to take orders
from all over the country
and their 10-year employee,
Dezeree Kelley, is only too
happy to help customers
find the products they are
searching for.

A visit to the Crooked Shed
is in order to admire the larg-
est cuckoo clock in New Eng-
land. The cuckoo sounds off
every hour from 9 am. - 6
p-m. while the store is open.
Mr. Cuckoo appears from his
perch once his door opens
and is currently two-dimen-
sional but Bill Cormier hopes
to change the crooner to a
three-dimensional version in
the near future.

“Our business has boomed
during the COVID situation,”
said Mrs. Cormier, “and we
consider ourselves very for-
tunate. Our store is always
evolving. It's the ‘more’ in
Bird Store and More. In the
spring we look forward to ex-
panding our product lines with
additional items. We're always
looking for new things to add.”
The couple has a store mascot
named Alf. He’s a cockatiel,
which is a small parrot that is a

member of the Australian cock-
atoo family. He is a rescue bird

IN & OUT

* FREE ESTIMATES

* GENERAL CARPENTRY
* DRY WALL REPAIR

* RENOVATIONS

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

NO JOB [8 TOO SMALL

MA# 155844
CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

* ITEMS ASSEMBLED

* INTERIOR PAINTING

* SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
*ETC.

INSURED

COMPLETE AUTO
GLASS SPECIALISTS

* Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

e

ek Lo_:ﬁ‘.:t *

Specializing in

and enjoys being the overseer
of the store. Up until last year,
a turtle dove also enjoyed resi-
dence at the store for 18 years
but an unfortunate accident
ended his habitation there.
And, no, they don't sell birds!

Making the drive to the Bird
Store and More will be very
rewarding. Check it out.

The Bird Store and More,
4 Cedar Street, Sturbridge.
Open Monday - Saturday 10
a.m. - 6 p.m. Phone: (508)
347-2473.
www.thebirdstoreandmore.
com

Seasonal Lawn & Shrub Maintenance

Bark Mulching - Lawns Thatched

« Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
* Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
* Fabrication of flat glass
« Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 * 508-949-1327
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

* In-shop service * Free mobile service

* Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

* Quality workmanship guaranteed

* Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
* Servicing customers for over 25 years

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

Shrubs, Trees & Flowers Planted
Sodding & Seeding
Fall Clean-up * Show Plowing

508-832-7068 ° 508-721=7772
Auburm

stevensandsonlawnmaintenance.com
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SCAN HERE
TO ENTER!

Explore our new website TheYankeeXpress.com
and enter to win a $100 gift card to either

My

(7 %
Dratanant & 2ot Tovere EVNRLELLEAYROCLS

Fine Food & Spirits L FrUit & Den

31 Thompson Road, Webster

2696 Victory Highway, Burriville RI
UncleRonniesRedTavern.com

One entry per day/per person. Contest open March 12 - April 8, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on April 9.

554 Liberty Hwy
Suite 4
Putnam, CT

or

602 Southbridge St, Auburn

One entry per day/per person. Contest open March 26 - April 22, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on April 23.

TheYankeeXpress
BLACKSTONE VALLEYXpreSS

TheYankeeXpress.com
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Nichols Consulting Group a boon to students,
businesses they help

By Rod Lee

Long and deservedly known
as a top school for business,
Nichols College is always find-
ing new ways to prepare its
students for success in the
world of commerce.

Nichols is ranked 12th na-
tionally among undergraduate
business schools for salary
potential and 13th nationally
as a Best Value Business Col-
lege by Payscale.com. It is
also ranked second most af-
fordable online college in Mas-

Paul Parks Ill at his Nichols College graduation in May of 2019; he has gone on to realize

sachusetts by OnlineColleges.
net.

According to Nichols’ web-
site, 96% of its 2019 graduates
were employed or in a gradu-
ate program six months after
receiving their diplomas.

One of the people at the
forefront of the continuing
mission to groom Nichols stu-
dents for future accomplish-
ment is Leonard K. Harmon,
the school’s associate profes-
sor of marketing and an in-

almost immediate success in the business world.

structor with years of class-
room experience behind
him. Professor Harmon’s cre-
dentials as a mentor to aspir-
ing entrepreneurs and other
students seeking profession-
al attainment upon graduat-
ing includes having worked
for such large consumer
brands as Nestle’ Chocolate
and Transitions Optical.

Who better, then, to talk
about the “Nichols Con-
sulting Group,” a program

CARPET

Stainmaster Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

N@RTH @XF@RD MILLS

Carpet and Flooring

The best values in flooring since 1970

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford ¢ 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com  Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

that gives Nichols students a
chance to use what they’ve
learned on Dudley Hill to help
local businesses grow?

“When I took over the mar-
keting program from Larry
Downs in 2009, he had done
a Capstone course and he had
worked with an external com-
pany,” Professor Harmon said
on February 23. “I thought that
was a valuable experience for
the students so I expanded
it and created teams. We
worked to develop an action
plan” from there, he said.

More recently, a Stansky
professorship he was award-
ed, good for two years, has
enabled Professor Harmon
to get the neophyte Nichols
Consulting Group on a firm
footing. A contribution from
a Nichols alum helped the en-
deavor along as well. Students
who are part of the Nichols
Consulting Group are paired
with businesses that have ex-
pressed a need for assistance
with any or all aspects of their
enterprise.

“Last fall, we undertook
nearly twenty projects,” Pro-
fessor Harmon said.

Finding prospective clients
is not as hard as it might seem,
he noted.

“Some companies come to
me,” Professor Harmon said.
“But we also work with Cham-
bers of Commerce and local
economic-development orga-
nizations” to obtain clients. In
addition to companies Nichols
students have worked with so
far and for which good results
have been generated, “we are
now hoping to connect with
women-owned companies
and minority-owned com-
panies,” Professor Harmon

said. “We have thirty students
in the Capstone course. We
are doing a project with the
Worcester Red Sox in sports
management, one of our larg-
est majors.”

The reward for students,

DONBUMTIEIRYOUISEENUS
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Professor Harmon said, is that
projects they tackle let them
“put their skills into practice
and more importantly learn
how to create a leadership
team. They bring their status,
concerns and projects to me.
From the clients’ standpoint,
it has a practical benefit.” Nor
does it necessarily end with an
initial partnership. “We look
to have ongoing relationships
with our clients,” he said.

A businessperson with
whom the Nichols Consulting
Group has formed such a rela-
tionship is Michael Frisbie, a
Nichols alum and real estate
developer who owns a num-
ber of Noble gas stations and
convenience stores in Con-
necticut. One of these “had
a dairy barn” ingredient that
Mr. Frisbie was looking for
help with.

“We picked out two gradu-
ating students. They went
to Ice Cream University and
presented a business plan to
Mike and the bank and it was
accepted,” Professor Harmon
said. “This was in May of 2019.
They took over the location
(the Frisbie Dairy Barn in New
Britain) and ran it all summer.
This led to us working with
Mike on other projects. Then
Paul Parks (III), who is an in-
structor at a martial arts stu-
dio (Mastery Martial Arts in
North Attleborough), bought
the dairy barn with his dad.”
After seeing the results the
Parks father-and-son team
produced, organizationally,
“Mike Frisbie told Paul ‘I want
you to open ice cream shops
in all my gas stations,’ so
there were unintended [posi-
tive] consequences,” Profes-
sor Harmon said.

Professor Harmon points
out that while internships—a
traditional path into the busi-
ness sphere—are “valuable,”
supervisors do not always
have time to think about their
role in the arrangement. The
Nichols approach works dif-
ferently by giving students
more direct hands-on involve-
ment with the businesses they
work with.

In recent years, Nichols
students have lent support
to SJC Custom Drums in
Southbridge, Sturbridge Cof-
fee Roasters of Southbridge
and Dudley, Alternatives for
Health Herbal Apothecary in
Sturbridge, Paw Plaza in Stu-
bridge and Kells Brewing Co.
in Natick—for instance.

Professor Len K. Harmon
works with Nichols College

students in a consulting
group that provides support
to the small business com-
munity.

The Nichols Consulting
Group is just one example of
a college that keeps its course
content fresh. In 2019, Nichols
launched two new marketing
concentrations: “Digital &
Social Media Marketing” and
“Marketing Analytics.” Also
introduced in the fall of 2019
was a Bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration with
a concentration in corporate
finance and investments.

All of this is exciting to Pro-
fessor Harmon, who teaches
marketing, advertising and
public relations. He can see
how Nichols students are
playing key roles in today’s
technologically driven mar-
ketplace.

As Professor Harmon says,
“we are closing the loop on
the marketing process—from
research and analysis to plan-
ning, execution and evaluation
of marketing campaigns.”

Paul Parks III, a 2019 Nichols
grad, said in a telephone con-
versation on February 24 that
he and Taylor Kerr were the
two students Professor Har-
mon mentioned who worked
at Frisbie’s Dairy Barn. “We
came in and ran it, [he] wasn’t
happy with the previous man-
agement. We set up an opera-
tions plan, trained employees,
remodeled. It was one of the
earliest versions of the Nichols
Consulting Group,” Mr. Parks
said.

“It was a great season, a lot
of fun.”

Paul Parks III is also lead
instructor at Mastery Martial
Arts in North Attleborough.

Now, Mr. Parks said, Mike
Frisbie is “building out ad-
ditional travel plazas and
convenience stores” and the
Parks’ are involved with that
initiative.

“Absolutely, for sure,” he
said, of the value of his Nich-
ols education to his budding
career.

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

OWC scholarships

The Oxford Woman’s Club is
happy to announce the offer-
ing of three $750 scholarships
to be awarded to graduating
seniors residing in the Town of
Oxford and who attend school
in Oxford, Dudley, Charlton,
Southbridge, Shrewsbury,
Worcester and Thompson, CT.

Applications will be avail-
able at their schools or by
contacting Anne Marie Paler-
mo, Chairperson of the Oxford
Woman’s Club  Scholarship

Committee. Please plan to
contact by emailing to sim-
plyanniel4@gmail.com  (for
confidential use only). All ap-
plications must be submitted
in writing with all completed
requirements in order to be
considered for one of the
scholarships. All applications
must be postmarked no later
than Saturday, April 17. The
Oxford Woman’s Club mis-
sion statement is “Working
together for our community.”



Good Citizens award announced

The General Ebenezer
Learned Oxford Chapter of
the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) would
like to announce the school
winners of the Good Citizens
Award from the schools that
the chapter sponsors.

Bartlett High School in
Webster, is represented by
Gabriela Piowoarczky, Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School in
Charlton, is represented by
Cheyenne Courtney. Dan-
iel Bowen represents David
Prouty High School in Spen-
cer, Keegan Gleason repre-
sents Millbury Jr/Sr. High
School. The North Brookfield
High School representative
is Mikayla Bokis, the Oxford
High School representative
is Amy Vo, and Joshua Gray
represents Quaboag Regional
High School in Warren. Cut-

ter Beck not only represents
Shepherd Hill Regional High
School, but also is the Gener-
al Ebenezer Learned Chapter
at the state level.

The DAR Good Citizens
Award and Scholarship Con-
test, created in 1934, is intend-
ed to encourage and reward
the qualities of good citizen-
ship.

This award recognizes and
rewards individuals who pos-
sess the qualities of depend-
ability, service, leadership,
and patriotism in their homes,
schools, and communities.
These students are selected
by their teachers and peers
because they demonstrate
these qualities to an outstand-
ing degree.

*This program is only open
to high-school seniors whose
schools are accredited by
their state board of education.

*Only one student per year
may be honored as a school’s
DAR Good Citizen.

e United States citizenship is
not required.

* Additional rules and guide-
lines can be acquired by
contacting your local DAR
chapter.

Once a student is chosen
as the DAR Good Citizen the
student is invited to partici-
pate in the scholarship por-
tion of the program. This con-
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sists of a personal statement
and an essay.

The Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution is a non-profit,
non-political volunteer wom-
en’s service organization.
DAR members are dedicated
to promoting historic preser-
vation, education and patrio-
tism in communities across
the nation. All students are in-
vited to participate and learn
more about the educational
programs the DAR offers.

DUMAS

Decorating Center
CARPET « WOOD + VINYL « WALLPAPER « PAINT

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT
860-923-9619

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm ¢ Sat 9am-Noon
Evenings by Appointment

&

=

Go o Lacal
<Click on Scholarship
-Review the Scholarship Requirements

Upload your Documents and submit.

Webster « Dudley - Ouford
Chamber of Commerce

The Wehbster-Dudley-Oxford Chamber of Commerce
505 South Main 5treet, Webster, MA 01570
Is Pleased to Announce it is “Scholarship Time"
Please talk to Your Guidance Counselor
Go To:  wnana WDOchamberma.com
Application Deadline is April 16,2021

Now You can Mall your Documents or Submit thru the Website|
Go To: wwwWDOchambearma.com

-Dowmboad the Application to your desktop
=Fill in the Application-il submitting please use the format Bsted fior all items
“Last Name-Town-item—-=[Smith-Webster-Application, or what the item 5]

amen

(.

.—:'.‘-:':"-[ .
Tei

FULLY
INSURED
AND
BONDED

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

“We buy Comics, Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Artwork,
Collectibles, Cars, Guns, Toys Highest Prices Paid!”

New England’s Premier Estate Clean-Out Company.

lat

|

FOR SENIORS
AND WAR

VETERANS

nazar,

MR E

A DIVISION OF LIMITED INDUSTRIES, INC.

z,

{:..a eatiG Thie

4 Town Forest Rd., Webster, MA 01570  508-943-7531

Check Our Current Inventory at:
hazardmarinetrailers.com

ENCLOSED TRAILERS
* Diamond Cargo
« EZ Hauler - Aluminum Construction

Sure-Trac - Utility / Car Hauler,
& Dump Trailers

Mission - Open Utility
Floe - Sport / Utility
Master - Tow Dollies

-

74

MASTER TOW

All brands offer different sizes and assorted options.

MOND CARGO

ENCLOSED TRAILERS

{0ua

Open 7 days a week
M-F 9-6, SAT 9-2,
SUN 10-2




Community yard sale -
spaces available

AUBURN- Spring cleaning? Don’t throw that good “stuff”
away. Recycle it by selling it to someone who needs it. Do
you have an accumulation of things that are too good to
throw away but you no longer need? Don’t have enough to
hold your own yard sale? Join us on the lawn of the First
Congregational Church, Saturday, June 12, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
for our annual Community Yard Sale/Plant Sale. This is a
rain or shine event.

After having to cancel the 2020 yard sale we are excited to
say we are back for this year. Because we have all been so
restricted in what we could do this past year we anticipate
even more people setting up to sell their “treasures” as well
as a larger turnout of people looking for that special bargain
or those out to get a feel for a return of normalcy. Masks
will be required and all COVID guidelines will be enforced.

We also will be having our Plant Sale. There will be a
large selection of annuals and perennials. Those who
have been buying plants from us return year after year
and see how each year we have more and more to offer.
This year should be no different.

Spaces are available for a $25.00 fee; a limited number of
tables may be rented for $5.00 each. We’ll do all the adver-
tising, both print and digital, and will post plenty of signs the
day of the event at key locations in town. Depending on the
COVID restrictions in place at the time we hope to have cof-
fee and pastries, and hot dogs and soda available for sale.

Due to our central location and previous yard sales
(26), we expect a large turnout. Don’t delay, reserve your
space now by calling Cindy Dube at 508-832-6646, please
leave message, or the church office at 508-832-2845. You
may also text 774-238-0260.

- Cindy Dube

Are you a public school,
state or local employee

planning your next chapter?

Let us help you prepare. To learn
more, call my office today.

B

Dennis Antonopoulos

edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor Member SIPC

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501-1303 ©
508-832-5385 Edwar d]ones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

12 The Yankee Xpress * www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ March 26, 2021

Programs and events at the Pearle L. Crawford Library

Programs and events are listed at the Pearle L. Crawford Li-
brary, 40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley, 508-949-8021. Join in for
one of the virtual programs at the Pearle. To register go to
www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021

Storytime on Facebook Lives, Wednesdays at noon. Join
Miss Lida for a live storytime on Facebook, every Wednes-
day at noon, and then stop by the library for a free take-and-
make craft kit. No Facebook account is needed for this free
program. Just point your browser to https://www.facebook.
com/crawfordlibrary to access the video. Can’t tune in at
noon? Recordings of each week’s storytime are available on
the Facebook page beginning Wednesday afternoon.

Music and Movement first Friday of every month at 11:00
a.m. Join Deb Hudgins on Facebook for Music and Movement,
one of our most popular programs. Nothing gets kids on their
feet and having fun quite like songs, dance and silly stories,
and Miss Deb has been. No Facebook account is needed for
this free program. Just point your browser to https://www.
facebook.com/crawfordlibrary to access the video.

Growing a summer salad with Blackstone Valley, Thursday,
April 8, 6:00-7:30 p.m. Is there anything better than a fresh sum-
mer salad? Join Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens for this Zoom
presentation where they will cover all the basics of growing
your own lettuce, tomatoes, and cucumbers. Free; registration
required. Participants will be emailed a link to the Zoom meet-
ing 24 hours before the event. Sponsored by the Friends of the
Library.

A celebration of women composers, Thursday, May 6 6:00-
7:30 p.m. Historian Jeffrey Engel will highlight the lives and
the music of several distinguished female composers/concert
pianists who attained recognition and success during the
nineteenth century in this Zoom program.

There have always been women composers. As far back
as the seventh century BC, Sappho, the Greek lyric poetess,
played her own accompaniments on the barbiton and the pe-
ktis. Throughout the twelfth century there were female trou-
badours and during the sixteenth, madrigal composers. Fran-
cesca Caccini (1587-1638) is thought to be the first woman
to write an opera and Elisabeth-Claude Jacquet de la Guerre
(1663-1729), the author of an early ballet. It is not until the end
of the nineteenth century, however, that significantly more
women begin to enjoy public performances of their music
and become professional composers. Perhaps you’'ve heard
of Teresa Carreno, Sophie Menter and Clara Schumann? Free;
registration is required. Participants will receive a link to the
Zoom meeting 24 hours before the event. Sponsored by the

Hugh W. and Harriet K. Crawford Endowment.

Holy Week services
at United Church of Christ

The United Church of Christ,
Federated, 4 Church Street,
Webster, has listed Easter ser-
vices.

Palm Sunday at 10 a.m. - in-
person service as well as on-
line service.

Wednesday evening: Prayer
on Facebook Live and Zoom
at 6 p.m.

Good Friday: The sanctuary
and chapel will be open for

G

YT |

Shipping made easy!
-

* Packing
* Shipping
~ * Packaging Materlals
* Fax, Copies & Printing
. _*» Document Scanning
Mailbox Rental
Office Suppliesﬁ_.;"*
Monday-Friday
10am-5pm

Saturday 9am-1pi
Closed Sunday

& Office Supplies

4

.

626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam,”CT 06260

860-963-7815

ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com

a self-guided Stations of the
Cross from 5-7 pm

Easter Sunrise Service will be
at Point Breeze at 7 am
Sunday Worship will be in
the sanctuary at 10 am - in-
person service as well as on-
line service.

Information on how to ac-
cess the on-line services can
be found at uccfedwebster.
org.

Virtual Reali “tea”
With the Covid restrictions,
the United Church of Christ,
Federated is not able to host
its annual Daffodil Tea again
this year. Many commented
on how much they missed it.
So, after brainstorming, the
church will present a virtual
Reali“Tea.” People can buy
tickets and in return will be
presented on driving up to
the church on April 17, with a
box containing tea and good-
ies, have the opportunity to
participate in a basket raffle
and then join the Virtual Reali
“Tea” on Zoom.

Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased at: http://united-
church-of-christ-federated.
ticketleap.com/virtual-re-
alitea

If you are uncomfortable
buying on-line, you may also
purchase tickets by send-
ing payment to UCC, Fed., 4
Church Street, Webster, MA
01570 and your ticket(s) will
be waiting for you when you
come for pick-up. If you have
questions, please feel free
to call the church at 508-943-
0061.

Under New
Management

BN
|——

“0=—0

CURRENT HOURS =
Monday to Saturday 7am-7pm
Sunday 8am-6pm

NEW ENGLAND
CONVENIENCE

Milk, Eggs, Bread, Snacks, ATM, Lottery, Cigarettes,
Tobacco, Cigars and Smoking Accessories.

WE HAVE THE CIYEAREST
ClEARIETTIES 1R ToOwINIGY

65 James Street « Worcester, MA 01603 (774) 530-6966
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FOOD AND FUN SECTION

Save these pages as a guide to area dining and things to do

Lenten fish dinners

Every Friday or fried fish from 11 am. order, 508943-5633, but
from March 12 tolp.m. and again from 4 Please understand there
through March p.m. to 6 p.m. may still be a wait time in
26, St. Andrew Fried dinners include our parking lot, depending
Bobola Church, french fries, cole slaw and upon order volume. Cost is
54 West Main tartar sauce. Baked din- $12pp for adults and $6pp
St, Dudley, will nersinclude baked potato, for children. During Lent,
be offering take- out sour cream, coleslaw and come take home a great
Lenten dinners with tartar sauce. meal and avoid cooking on
your choice of baked You can call ahead to Fridays.

Palm Sunday weekend Polish food /

St. Andrew Bobola Parish, 54  of the church and then de- (kapusta) $10/quart
West Main St, Dudley, can livered directly to you as will all be available
make your Easter table a bit  you sit in your car. Pierogi along with Babka
more special. On Saturday, (homemade cabbage or (cheese or cherry
March 27, the parish will be  cheese) for $18/dozen $9/ cheese) and Stru-
holding its 2nd annual Easter  half dozen; small pierogi del (poppy seed or
drive-thru Polish Food Sale (blueberry, potato/cheese, prune) for $10 each.
from 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. As  cabbage/mushrooms) for Make your Easter so
you drive thru, contactless $7/dozen, golabki $3 each, much more special, and
frozen food orders will be smoked or double smoked let us do some of the
taken at the back entrance kielbasa for $12 and Bigos cooking for you.

y 2%~ Celebrating our 10th Season!(| | "B BB E
\ S Thank you '

o
@ f£Or supporting

o The Dog Truck

- glroplca[ our business! LHEROOCS
PLAIN DOG............ oo 32,25 91 Gore Road, Webster at Fish & Game
ketchup, mustard, relish, onions OPEN YEAR ROUND
ce = CHILIDOG ..........oveeeereserene $2.75 !
- 7 homemade chili sauce SPRING HOURS:11am-3pm Mon.-Sat.
S Add cheese, onions................... $3.00

KRAUT DOE T B $2.75
warm sauerkrau 3]
o) S Rd. SLAW DOG.......cccccereernennne $2.75 EIEI OMHER mﬁﬁ
ne swanson Ra., homemade coleslaw ONAROLL
Auburn, MA ; MEATBALLS........cooooeeeeeenenennnes 3.00
! COMBOS / 0 \ American cheese 2
508-407-8787 includes chips & drink = TUNA SALAD
;Wg ELFIIAIIFI\I IE()I?A%ST ................. $5.50 CHICKEN SALAD
— . ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..
n@ OR SLAW DOGS........cceveeeeenn $6.50 sauteed onions & peppers
- TWO TUNA, CHICKEN SALAD,
Hours: Thurs. 2-7pm ¢ Fri. & Sat. 2-8 pm ¢ Sun. 12-7 pm OR MEATBALL ..oovvvvnnnnnnnnnnnnnns $7.00 [i Check our Facebook page for specials
Before placing your order, please inform your senver f @ person i your party has a food alergy

Pre-order your Easter Ham,

—
Klelbasa, and Roasts LLENTEN O

SPECIALS
Fresh Seafood All Month Long

Haddock « Shrimp

Carved Wooden p 2 N " SCG.].].OPS e Clams
Eggs and ' '

EasterSugar = : ' Lobster Fra Diavlo

We have

& Bunnies and

and much more..!

DAILY SPECIALS
Imported Ham $5.99/Ib , ,
Land o Lakes pre-sliced Am. cheese.....$5.99/Ib W 2‘“‘“?’ ‘ZM

Corned Beef or PASHTAMi...vovove 899 | Haddock Dinner $11 99
$6.
v | -~ Lobster Rolls $17.99

FRUIT & 00/
@

508-943-3303
31 Thompson Rd., Webster

(in the New Nipmuc Plaza)
Open: Tues. thru Fri. 9-5;
Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-2, Closed Mondays

Celebrate Easter with us

Sunday, April 4

11:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Braises * Seafood * Chowders * Steaks * Pastas

858 Main Street, Southbridge, MA
508-764-3349 + www.FinsandTales858.com
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March art show

March Art Show - “It's Never
Too Late,” paintings and mixed
media work by Meg Harrison
Young and her late twin sis-
ter, Martha, is on display until
March 31 at Booklovers’ Gour-
met, 72 East Main Street, Web-
ster, during regular business

hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5.
For more information, call 508
9496232 or email deb@book-
loversgourmet.com.

Artist's  statement:  After

graduate school 1 worked for
25 years as an Art Therapist
with mentally ill adults. In the

Easter Brunch

at Union Station
Sunday, April 4, 9am - 4pm

o Adults: $24.95
Ages: 6-12 $§16.95
2-5yrs: $11.95
Plus tax and tip

Breakfast Items
Carving Station
Salads and Fresh Fruit
Hot Entrees and more ...

Server serve buffet

Tables set 8 feet apart
Masks required while standing
Validated parking!

Call 508 755-6408 or 508 755-1200

for information & reservations

Maxwell Luciano's Banquet & Conference Center at Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester, MA 01608

almost decade since, I've been
a mental health counselor. Over
the years, art making was a
hobby, with long stretches of
time when materials lay idle
and dusty. In January 2020,
my terminally- ill twin, Martha,
could no longer care for herself,

and so moved in with my hus-
band and me. Soon thereafter,
COVID made sheltering in place
another challenge. Martha had
art school training, and over the
years had exhibited her work
on occasion. Making art again
would become a self-therapy

1771
-

The Publick House will resume

operations on April 1.
Indoor and Qutdoor seating available.
Open Wednesday thru Sunday for the start

and will gradually increase to 7 days a week
as the weather improves.

277 Main Street, S’cu:tl)ridge, MA 01566
508-347-3313 @ www.publickhouse.com

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)
Charlton, MA
GO \s 508-248-7866

WINTER
SPEGIALS 2021

A= $50/00

5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
2 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. HAMBURG OR

2 LBS. STEW BEEF 21Bs.
1LB. HOoT DOGS OR 1 LB. BACON
2 LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK OR 3LBs.

3 LBS. HAM STEAKS
2 WHOLE OR CuT UP CHICKENS
(AVG. WEIGHT 3 LB. EACH) OR

3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR

1 PKG. (17 LBS.) MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST

HAMBURG OR

3 LB. GROUND TURKEY

Pork CHOPS OR

2 LBS. HAM STEAKS

1 WHOLE OR CuT-UP CHICKEN (3 LBS.)
OR 1 PKG. SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE
BACON OR STEW BEEF

2 3LBs. PORK CHOPS

1

51Bs.
5LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR A
1LB. BACON o2 LBS.
3 LBS. HAMBURG OR i:é %“5 3 LBs.
3 LBS. STEW BEEF e
2 LBS. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR
2 LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS
3 LBS. BEEF POT ROAST OR
3 LBS. BONELESS PORK ROAST 2
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR
1 PKG. (1% LBS.) MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST OF YOUR CHOICE
1 WHOLE CHICKEN (3 LBS. AVERAGE) 1LB.
OR 1 LB. SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE
NO SUBSTITUTIONS.
. Edstearns | PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

$100.00"'

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR

3 LBS. BEEF POT ROAST

CHICKEN LEG QTRS. OR 1 LB. BACON
BONELESS PORK ROAST OR

2 LB. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
1% BS.SIRLOIN TIPS OR 3 LBS. PORK CHOPS

3 LBS. HAMBURG OR 1 PKG. (172 LBS.)
MARINATED SIRLOIN TIPS OF YOUR CHOICE
WHOLE OR CUT-UP CHICKENS

(6 LBS. TOTAL) OR 1 PKG. (174 LBS.)
CooKED CHICKEN WINGS

OF YOUR CHOICE

SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE OR

1 LB. HoT DOGS

ROASTING CHICKEN (6-8 LBS.) OR
2 LBS. STEW BEEF

Dressed Meats Inc.

£ cevcoc e

BEST
B BUTCHER SHOP
TELEGRAM&GAZETTE|

Custom cutting section closes
1 hour before closing time.

We Accept Cash, EBT T
visaBE i =JF= Visit our website: www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com  sat.

Retail Store Hours
Tues. 9am-5pm
Wed. 9am-5pm
Thurs. 9am-6pm
ri. 9am-6pm
9am-4pm

Tnpadvisor

and an activity we could share.
And then, she passed in Novem-
ber. The opportunity to exhibit
here seemed an excellent way
to first and finally show together.
Book group Zoom event
Wednesday, March 31, at 5:30
p-m. Booklovers’ Gourmet will
host a special book group event
with local mystery author Jane
Willan via Zoom. The book to
be discussed is The Shadow of
Death, a refreshing change in
the cozy mystery book catego-
ry. The first in a series, the story
is centered around a convent in
the Welsh countryside
and the main charac-
ter, Sister Agatha, sets
out to solve a murder
that occurred at the
Abbey. For the Zoom
link, please email
deb@bookloversgour-
met.com

Jane Willan wants to live in a
world where everyone has time
to read their favorite books,

drink good coffee and walk their
dog on the beach, but until that
can happen she enjoys life as a
pastor and writer. When she’s
not working on a
sermon, or hiking
with her husband,
Don, you can find
her re-reading
Jane Eyre, binge-
watching Downton
Abbey and trying
out new ways to
avoid exercise. This is her first
Sister Agatha and Father Selwyn
mystery.

DWC April meeting

On April 8, the Dudley
Woman’s Club will meet at
6:30 p.m. at Our Father’s
Table Restaurant, Rte. 12,
No.Grosvenordale, Conn.
Scholarship recipients will be
announced and their scholar-
ships awarded to them this
evening. The voluntary giving
project this month is mask do-
nations, including children’s
masks for the Webster/Dud-
ley Food Share Program. In
addition, we are also seeking
contributions for our Sun-

‘An absolute must see
] , ”— oogle Review
% for history lovers!™ agge e

shine Baskets. The Dudley
Woman’s Club is open to all
women from Dudley and sur-
rounding towns, and we wel-
come your attendance. Join us
for this fun and lively evening,
be our guest and discover
what our Woman'’s Club is all
about. For more information
please send an email to Dud-
leyWomansClub@gmail.com,
contact Andrea at 508-868-7110
or visit our website: http://
DudleyWomansClub.org.

- Nancy Vajcovec

American
Heritage
Museum

568 Main Stree’r Hudson MA
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org
(978) 562-9182

Explore Over 20 Exhibits

Yankee Express
Readers Save 25%
On Admissions!

Scan QR E- .E Good

or visit
URL.

Until
April 30th.




Webster Lions Club
scholarship

The Webster Lions Club is
currently accepting applica-
tions for the George Sellig Me-
morial Scholarship.

The winner will be selected
based on the student’s aca-
demic performance, communi-
ty service and financial need.

The $1000.00 award is pre-
sented each year to a gradu-
ating high school senior who
is a resident of Webster and
will be continuing his or her
education in an accredited
college program.

The scholarship is named in
honor of former Webster Lions
Club president, George Sellig.

Mr. Sellig was once a teach-
er at Touttellote Memorial
High School, a Webster Select-
man and a superintendent of
the former Webster-Dudley
School Union.

Applications are available
at the Bartlett High School
and BayPath Regional Tech-
nical High School Guidance
Departments or by contacting
Dr. John Kalinowski at 508-
943-7434. Applications are due
by May 1.

EASTER

EGG HUNT

R

Starting 3/27/2021 the egg hunt is on! This year eggs
will be hidden “around town® for you to find at your
leisure. There will be 12 Golden Eggs, which can be
turned in for a special surprise, This post will be updated
with locations of clusters of eggs, but you may find some
anwrhnﬂndmywhﬂ? Lup}rmrmmpen
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Monte Bianco Ris grante

Fine Italian & International Cuisine

Easter Dinner o g@
Make Your Own Menu

Order by April 2nd
PICK-UP Sunday, April 4th .

@/m Eustor (Sw@ 12 9
Special Menu plus Regular Menu

1097 Thompson Rd., Thompson, CT 06277
HOURS: Closed Mondays. Tues., Wed., Thurs 4-8pm; Fri., Sat. 4-9pm; Sun. 2-7pm
Phone: 860-923-0202 Takeout

www.montebiancorestaurant.online

W

Location
Coming
Soon!

“Best BIG Breakfast Around”

—
- DAILY SPECIAL -

2 Eggs, Home Fries,
Toast and Coffee

. S6 95 ..

coming
@ £l ?Esg
=3 Eagt @ra

WMreditcards
129 E M @in St., Webster ¢ 508-949-0323
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Sun-Thurs: 11a-10p
Fri-Sat: fla-1ip
MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

Gift
Certificates
Avatlable

Buy any lunch or dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or
lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party.
Not combinable with other offers or specials. Offer expires 4-30-21

INDOOR DINING
Take-out Always Available

Online orders with pickup or delivery

?4] Worcester Road, Webster, MA * 508-461-5070

f——f\"-“
_I “T' Like Us! “

G’

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

With this ad. Expires 3/31/21

65 James St.,
Worcester, MA 01603

“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation”
-Worcester Telegram & Gazette

ZAGAT RATED 2016
1. 8.8.8.8

READERS® CHOICE
I:last restaurants

HE 2021

American Fusion Cuisine
fresh, local, organic, sustainable,
artistically driven ingredients

_ Casual Fine Dining

seasonal outdoor dining

Seafood ¢ Steak e Vegetarian e Full Bar
Creative Cocktails ® Extensive Wine List
Gluten Free e Inspired Daily Specials
Gift Cards Available e Private Dining Room

g ‘l‘-,-_-_;i_.."__'_._h_" - . : “' LT
i i) llIi-- __'_.-. ::_.ﬁ.‘." - (1

- ]OIN US FOR HAPPY HOURy4= 6PM

Wednesday Nights - Bar Only

85 Main St. Putnam CT ¢ www.85main.com ¢ 860.928.1660
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PT Pet Supply & Grooming Salon grows as it gets back to basics

[ha
Bunny rabbit all groomed and ready for Easter.

A serval keeps watch.

By Janet Stoica

In early 2020, before COVID became a household word, Yolanda
DeGaetano had been seriously thinking about closing the busi-
ness she had established in Webster 16 years earlier, PT Pet Sup-
ply & Grooming Salon.

“The craziest thing is that business was down 50%,” she said,
“] only had one employee and then COVID happened. I told my
husband ‘we’re done,’ as this store is our only income.” Yolanda’s
husband is a stay-athome dad caring for their special-needs son.

Adding to the turmoil, her brother had suddenly passed away;
it was a very emotional time.

After COVID struck, however, PT Pet Supply’s business sud-
denly increased. “It was certainly the opposite of what we ex-
pected,” Yolanda said, “and so far, it’s still busier than it was in
the past four years, so I can employ more people.”

She explained that before the COVID crisis, she could barely
afford to pay one employee and now with the business increase,
she can employ six. “We are unhappy about the current health
situation, but we are so grateful that our business has weathered
the storm. We are getting back to our roots where we began 17
long years ago.”

PT Pet Supply specializes in quality all-natural foods. “We’ve
gotten back to our original ideas and offer our customers and
their pets unique natural products that you will never find in
chain stores. In the past two years we’ve increased our pet food
lines to include more high-quality goods like raw food for dogs
and cats.”

She has added another freezer for those lines and now has
three freezers filled with nutritious pet food. “These are clean
products with only one, two, or three all-natural ingredients,”
she said. “They are all as biologically appropriate as possible.”

Yolanda has expanded her grooming business too. She now
employs three groomers, and all services are by appointment-on-
ly. They can do nail trims, ear cleanings, and sanitary shaves for
pets who are unable to groom themselves in their remote areas.

“COVID restrictions shut down our grooming area as it was
deemed a non-essential service. We knew some of our custom-
ers’ pets needed specific grooming services to maintain their
health, so we petitioned the state to allow us to groom. Eventu-
ally, by May 2020, we were allowed to help our customers’ pets
and their owner’s relief was unmistakable. We had one dog who
had developed a terrible medical condition due to the lack of
routine grooming. We were able to relieve his condition with the
grateful approval of his owner.”

Through the end of March 2021, PT Pet Supply and Grooming
Salon is having a Paws-itivity Video Clip Contest! Using Insta-
gram or their Facebook page, enter your 10-20 second video clip
with you and/or your pet dancing using the song Champagne
Night by Lady A. Check it out on YouTube and proceed. The
winner will receive a $50 gift card to PT Pet Supply and Groom-
ing Salon.

Yolanda and her business have supported many local worthy
causes. They have worked with the Webster Animal Shelter and
raised $1,500 for agility equipment used by long-term shelter
dogs and helped raise funds for the Community Cat Connection,
as well as Dog Orphans.

They have gladly groomed many types of furry friends too,
like baby kangaroos, monkeys, servals, cockatiels, bunnies, fer-
rets, and even guinea pigs. “We're like that TV show Cheers,”
says Yolanda. “When you come in here and we become friends,
Everybody Knows Your Name.”

Yolanda’s irresistible enthusiasm comes through in the tone
of her voice and the grateful comments she makes about her cus-
tomers. It is especially rewarding to know that her business has
turned a corner and that local customers now know what true
assets she, her employees, and her outlet are to our community
of pet owners.

PT Pet Supply and Grooming Salon is at 86 Worcester Road,
Webster. Phone: (508) 943-9600. Hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; and Sunday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Find them
on Facebook and Instagram.

One of the employees holds a kangaroo from Records &

Burpee’s Petting Zoo.
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Yolanda has done Husky rescue. Isaiah, in this photo, was
adopted by Renee and her husband. They visited once in a
while and Isaiah lived a great life until he was 16.

St. Andrew Bobola Church’s
April calendar money raffle

St. Andrew Bobola Church,
54 West Main St., Dudley will
sponsor a calendar money
raffle for the month of April.
Buying a raffle entry gives
you up to 30 opportunities to
win any on of the daily mon-
etary prizes. The prize pool
for the month totals $1775 and
the last week in April is big -
each day’s drawing is $100 or
more. So it is never too late

to enter. Pick up entry sheets
at (and also make returns to)
the rectory by April 1 for the
maximum chances to win. Ad-
ditional calendar entry sheets
are available from parishioners
or after Masses in the church.
For more info, please call the
Rectory (508943-5633), or Pau-
la (508-2484237). We appreci-
ate your support of our parish
fundraiser and good luck.

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

THOMPSON (¥
Landscaping & Construction

e DrRAINAGE * PooL FiLL-INS
¢ LAND CLEARING * FuLL LAWN INSTALLS

* ExcAVATION * STONE & GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
* PaTiOS * RETAINING WALLS * WALKWAYS
* LAwN CARE * MuLcH
Eben Thompson

Millbury, MA « 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com

Free Estimates ° Fully Insured

We repair all makes and _“_ — : -
models of Garage Doors and - ! .

Electric Openers . _
P _ Renew your homes appeal’
 with a'new garage door.
o Many new: styles;and colors*="
_to choose from. ]

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Sales ¢ Service * Installation

E2800-605-9030 508-987-8600 ™

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com




By Amy Palumbo-LeClaire
Lincoln chose our family
at a fluffy seven weeks old.
His “pick-up day” had been
scheduled for February 12 -
on Abraham Lincoln’s birth-
day.

Lincoln.

The name sprung off of the
calendar and into our hearts
and home. Little did we know
that our largest male of the
litter, a puppy named after
a president, would not only
choose us, but also his way in
the world.

“Mom, we have to take this
one.” My son, Ben, at an intui-
tive ten years old, had known
what we know now. Lincoln
was meant to be with us, and
us with him. Confirming such,
he grabbed the miniature leash
from my hand and paraded
around his blonde siblings, as
though to claim his new family.

“These are my People.”

We cradled him onto our
laps, then lifted him to face
us. His morsel nose twitched
while he found our eyes. “Are
you ready to play?”

We were ready to play. Yet
little did we know just how
much.

“Lincoln!!”

I'll never forget the day he
had been trotting along a Clift
Walk ledge at Newport, RI. A
precocious puppy, he had tot
tered about clusters of rock to

explore, then struggled to ne-
gotiate a sudden narrow path.
Whoa! Not enough room. He
lost his footing and fell off of a
twelve-foot incline. Somehow,
he managed to wrestle his body
back to a soft landing. Then, ex-
hausted, he had collapsed.

“I think he may have broken
a bone.”

“Does he need some water?”

“That puppy needs to rest.”

A crowd of onlookers shuf-
fled to our side while, smoth-
ered in guilt, I teared up and
kneeled by my puppy’s side.
His chunky belly rose and fell
beneath my palm. What had
I done? How could I ever for-
give myself?

“Let’s finish the Cliff Walk!”

Lincoln sprang to his feet.
His miniature tongue shook
while he smiled, panted, and
colored the world pink again.
I sighed, massaged his ears.
“You're okay.” It was only a
case of Lincoln being Lincoln.

Fast forward ten years. Lin-
coln fell off of a ledge of a dif-
ferent sort. His health took a
dip during the Fall of 2020. His
breathing was abnormal. An ul-
trasound indicated large mass-
es at on both thyroid glands.
We were told his life was about
to end. Little did we know—

“Want to play?”

Lincoln was just being Lin-
coln. A clean, protein-based

4
B

Lincoln relishes in a game of Bury anci Find. .

* FREE ESTIMATES

Central

Floor: Covering

- RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL -
SALES & INSTALLATION
CARPETS ¢« NO WAX VINYL FLOOR COVERINGS
LAMINATE, CERAMIC TILE & HARDWOOD FLOORING

nutritional plan (and a whole lot
of love) turned a fat, ugly report
into something slender.

* Kk

Lincoln scratches at the deck
door. I open it and there he
stands, propped up on the step,
appearing larger than life. His
black, senior nose quivers with
desire. He’s wearing the expres-
sion I've come to know and love.
“Few throws?” I read his mind.

Frozen with hope, he stares
at me and awaits a verdict. His
tail wags slowly, gearing up
for action.

“Can you wait, Lincoln?
Mummy has to work.”

More charming than his
thirst for life has been his
sensitivity to his owner’s role
in it. My dog understands nu-
ance. “Can you wait?” I accent
the word wait.

“But can you just come out?
[ was thinking we could play
in the snow today.”

His cuteness tempts me.
He’s a dog, fully immersed
in the present, yet intelligent
enough to discern my needs
as a human. “Bring the ball
here, Lincoln.” I gesture with
grand enthusiasm. “Go get it
and put it here for Mummy!”

The compromise sells him.
He’s willing to negotiate. I can
play ball in my slippers, from
the comfort of my now-drafty
kitchen. I gaze out the window
and watch him nose the snow
as though searching for a dia-
mond in a corn maze. He zigs.
He zags. Then a stiff wagging
tail produces the truth. He’s
found the ball! But before he
brings it back, he performs a
clever trick, one he created on
his own. I watch him through
the window and giggle to my-
self. Work can wait.

“I'm in charge of you, Ball.”

He digs a hole with manic
concentration then pushes the
ball down in the snow to bury
it. He pounces on the burial
ground over and over again,
as though to set a final nail in
the ball’s coffin. Then he digs it
back up and sloshes it about his
frothing mouth with crazy joy.
His process is deliberate, even
calculated. Dig, Bury, Pounce,
Find, Slosh. Over and over
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I got you, ball

again. Every now and then, he
tosses a glance up to the win-
dow, sensing that I'm watching.

“Good boy, Lincoln!” I hoist
the window open and holler
the compliment. He’s patent-
ed Bury & Find, a game which
offers rationale for the need to
allow a dog to be a dog. Work
with them. Allow them oppor-
tunities to do what dogs do.
They need to run, dig, play,
and be reckless. Let them be
dogs and they’ll let you be hu-
man. | settle back to my work
and welcome a sip of coffee.
The door rattles again.

“I found the ball!”

I open the door. Cold air ac-
costs me, fueling my laziness.
“Lincoln, put it right here.” 1
don’t want to reach any further
than I need to for the ball on
the snowy deck. He grumbles
yet complies, still managing
to toss the ball as close to the
threshold as possible. I don’t
have to set a single toe out-
side. “Thank you, Lincoln.”

I hold the ball up like a tro-
phy. He races down the stairs,
not wanting to miss out on
the throw. “Which way?” I re-
fuse to endorse the bullyish
“fake throw” which forces a
dog to track the ball tirelessly
through the yard. I'm confident
that he’ll find it either way. A

dog’s senses truly are remark-
able. Like a professional out-
fielder, he watches the ball sail
through the air. He backs up
to gage position. I underhand
a solid throw, and he freezes
to capture its soft whooshing
sound through the air, then its
notable drop into the snow.

“I hear you, Ball! I'm com-
ing!”

[ watch him romp through
the snow after a ball that he
protects like an abducted
baby. His tail stiffens and
wags while he appreciates a
scent made for a dog. “I knew
I'd find you.” He sloshes the
ball, then indulges in another
game of Bury & Find.

Dig. Bury. Pounce. Dig. Bury.
Pounce. “I got you, Ball.”

[ watch him from the win-
dow. Work can wait.

| was thinking we could play
in the snow.

f\/(f‘}’;!&}

82 Dresser Hill Rd.,
Charlton, MA
508-248-0056

Owner/Groomer
'] Meaghan Lanagan

WW”“"%

WALK-IN NAIL SERVICE
www.missysdoggydayspa.com

1
e Roofing
e Chimney

CONSTRUCTION

RIReg #: 41975
HIC #: 190392

INC

CALLTFOR A FREE ESTIMATETODAY

QUALITY - SELECTION - SERVICE - SAVINGS

+* 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 257 W. M A|N . RTE. 197
508-943-0724 DUDLEY, MASS.

www.centralfloorcovering.com

* EXPERT INSTALLATIONS

08-278-3300

e SERVING ALL OF NEW ENGLAND o
www.shineconstructioninc.com
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Shoplifting costs everyone; drug take-back program

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department
When people see criminal
charges in police logs or oth-
er places, questions for this
column are often asked. The
charge of shoplifting is always
interesting, as it contains so
many parts. | was asked to
explain shoplifting by “aspor-
tation.”

Shoplifting, under Massachu-
setts General Laws Chapter 266
Section 30A, contains several
ways a person can commit a
violation. Asportation is one of
these terms and it is contained
in the first section of the law.
It is defined by Webster’s Dic-

tionary as “The act of carrying
a thing away; the removing of a
thing from one place to anoth-
er.” This is the most common
offense people associate with
shoplifting. The definition can
be rather complex, however; it
generally involves intentionally
taking possession of an item
and carrying it away from the
place in which it is stored. The
most common example of this is
when a person goes into a store,
takes an item, and leaves with-
out paying for it. The shoplifting
statute does contain many other
charges as well. They include
concealment, altering merchan-

dise, label switching, and more.
As for the concealment portion,
the mere act of taking an item
and placing it in your pocket,
without leaving the store,
could possibly be considered
as shoplifting. If you take the
price tag off one item and place
it on another, it can also qualify
as a violation under this sec-
tion.

Shoplifting costs the retail
industry billions of dollars
each year and the losses are
passed on to the paying cus-
tomers. Penalties can include
a fine or jail time, depending on
the value of the item. Police of-

COMMERCIAL/ CONSTRUCTION
CARPENTER WANTED

LaMountain Bros., Inc. in need of experienced commercial/
construction carpenters. We offer competitive wages,
excellent benefits including, but not limited to, 401K, disability,
health, dental, vision and uniforms.
Must be able to commute to Oxford, MA daily.

Apply in person, preferred, at

37 Federal Hill Road, Oxford. 508-987-3719
or through www.lamountainbros.com

LB

LAMOUNTAIN
BROS., INC.

Provides

and Pick Up

FREE DROP
OFF AND
PICK UP!

Al's Rubbish

No Hidden Fees
Estate Clean Outs
Furniture/Appliance

We Recycle @]ﬁ\
E=-
508-865-41

ficers also have a statutory right
of arrest for this charge without
a warrant.

Drug take-back

I wanted to take this opportu-
nity to inform the residents of
Dudley that on Saturday, April
24, from 9 am. to 1 p.m., the
Dudley Police Department and
the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA) will give the
public another opportunity to
prevent pill abuse and theft by
ridding their homes of potential-
ly dangerous expired, unused,
and unwanted prescription
drugs. This has been a popular
and much requested program
in the past. I wanted to provide
some information to people
once again on this event.

The Drug-take-back has been
held several times over the
years in Dudley. Last Spring’s
event was cancelled due to CO-
VID-19 (as were numerous other
activities). Our last event took
place this past October. A large
quantity of prescription medi-
cations and medical sharps
were taken in at that time. The
service is free and anonymous,
no questions asked. This initia-
tive addresses a vital public
safety and public health need.
Medicines that languish in
home cabinets are highly sus-
ceptible to diversion, misuse,
and abuse. Rates of prescrip-
tion drug abuse in the U.S. are
alarmingly high, as are the num-
ber of accidental poisonings
and overdoses. Studies show

that most of abused prescrip-
tion drugs are obtained from
family and friends, including
from the home medicine cabi-
net. In addition, people are ad-
vised that their usual methods
for disposing of unused medi-
cines—flushing them down the
toilet or throwing them in the
trash—both pose potential safe-
ty and health hazards. Thanks
to the effort of District Attorney
Joseph Early’s Office, we now
have a permanent Drug Dispos-
al Kiosk located in our Police
Station Lobby. These items can
now be disposed of locally at
any time during the year. Other
communities have these kiosks
at their police stations or other
town buildings. If you are not
from Dudley, be sure to check
with your community for one of
these disposal locations.

In addition to the prescrip-
tion disposal, officials from
Harrington Hospital have once
again generously offered their
assistance to dispose of medi-
cal sharps (needles, etc.) on this
same day. Collection bins will be
on hand to dispose of these items
properly and safely as well.

A number of these programs
will take place on this same
day in communities all over
the area. If you are not a Dud-
ley resident, please check with
your local officials for a disposal
site near you. In Dudley, bring
your medications to The Dudley
Police Department located in-
side the Dudley Municipal Com-

plex at 71 West Main Street Dud-
ley, Ma. We thank everyone in
advance for their participation
in this worthwhile program.

As the pandemic continues,
we ask everyone to stay safe
and continue to take the nec-
essary precautions to protect
yourselves. For those eligible,
vaccination information can
find it at www.dudleyma.gov
or by calling 508-949-8036. We
continue to serve the people
of Dudley and work with the
community to improve the
quality of life for everyone 1
thank the men and women
from my department for their
continued dedicated service to
the Town during these trying
times. Thanks also go out to the
many Police Officers, Fire and
Emergency Services members,
public works, health care, gov-
ernment officials, and all other
“essential” personnel for their
continued hard work and ser-
vice. We all hope for a quick
end to this pandemic and great-
ly appreciate the support we
receive from our community.

Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments. Please
send them to me at the Dudley
Police Department 71 West Main
St, Dudley, Ma. 01571 or email
at swojnar@dudleypolice.com.
Opinions expressed in this week-
ly column are those of Chief
Wojnar only and unless clearly
noted, do not reflect the ideas or
opinions of any other organiza-
tion or citizen.

556 CentralTurnpike,|Sutton,]MA(01590

* Dumpster Rental
Services 7 Days
* All Rentals Include Drop Off

Phone:|(508)/865°4193

Website:\www.alsrubbish:com
E-Mail:[alsrubbish@gmail.com

N N

=\

15 Yard Dumpster. Good for up to
2 Tons of Residential Trash Only.

*NEIGHBORHOOD DISCOUNT

*350

*TOWNS: SUTTON, MILLBURY,
GRAFTON, WHITINSVILLE,
NORTHBRIDGE, DOUGLAS,

OXFORD, WEBSTER, AUBURN

93 <« WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM

" Commerce

Blackstone Valley : 1
Chamber of *
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Pete’s Sports

Peter
Coyle
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Sponsored by

Oxford Ins. Agency

300 Main St., Oxford
508-987-0333
pcoyle@oxfordinsurance.com

This space will forever be grate-
ful to the great contributors
over the past years, including
John Mullen, for the History
of Oxford High School Football
celebrating their 50th anniver-
sary in 2018 featuring head
Coach Paul Brissette and his
legacy. To Justin “Jut” Stock-
haus, grandson of legendary
football coach Rene Langevin,
who took us through the fall of
2019 to help celebrate the 100th
Thanksgiving Day game be-
tween Bartlett and Southbridge
when the Indians were victors
at Southbridge in 2019.

The past half year featured
the French River Rivalry
where former Shepherd Hill
and Ambherst College athlete
Rusty Oleszewski took us
through the separation of Web-
ster and Dudley students and
how the two towns used stu-
dent athletes in the early 70s as
a political forum to isolate only
Webster residents to attend

Remember when... Webster-Dudley sports scene

Bartlett while Dudley residents
formed what is now Shepherd
Hill High School with the town
of Charlton. Little did the poli-
ticians of both Webster and
Dudley realize that the present
school choice rule would give
all sides their cake and eat it at
the same time.

Tip of the hat to these con-
tributors as they reported on
their stories with passion, hard
work, and enthusiasm. Others
have also helped this space in
the past by dropping an email,
text, or phone call to correct a
fact or provide an idea. This
space needs all the help it can
get. Please keep your ideas
coming. Always appreciated.
The legendary
Mike Vendetti
The cast of characters who
have played a role at this ad-
dress have been local giants
regarding athletics and giving
back to the community. The
leader for this space will al-
ways be the “godfather,” Nich-
ols College legendary football
coach Mike Vendetti and his
two loyal assistants Ed Kun-
kel and Rene Langevin. The
Golden Era of Nichols Football
in the 70s has never been du-
plicated by any measure.

Next is the best high school
football game ever seen in

Are you ready for some football?!
Bartlett High domlnates over Worc. North in season opener

Local schools are gearing up
for a spring football schedule,
which will be a little different
this year. Due to COVID con-
cerns, the fans in the stands
are limited, but the excite-
ment and anticipation can’t
be taken away from the kids
who fought so hard to get out
on the football field.

The Bartlett Indians took to
the field at Foley Stadium on
Saturday afternoon to do bat-
tle with the Worcester North
Polar Bears.

Bartlett came out strong
and ended with a convincing
34-14 victory. Great job on of-
fense and defense by the en-
tire team.

Bartlett Head Football
Coach Dane Laboissonniere
is excited to start the season,
even if it is spring and not
fall. Coach Laboissonniere
remarked, “The kids have
been working hard. There is
a sense of excitement around
the season, especially after
not being sure that we were
going to have one.

“We return a number of
starters from last year with
experience Alex Nunez,
Kevin Flanders, Zack Latuga,
Alex Costomiris, Sam Kon-
toes, Blake Haney, Bryce
Patterson. We return some
younger players who are
ready to step up into starting
roles - Jay Whitney, Andrew
Sanford, Elijah Rudolph, An-
thony Corley, Quiava Brown
and Sean Baca. There are
also a few first time football
players stepping into mean-
ingful roles - Jacob Plasse and
Bryant Macura.

these parts. Shepherd Hill at
Bartlett in 1987, a Saturday
night special when Shepherd
Hill beat the Indians in over-
time 18-10 as Kyle Kunkel of SH
made a game saving tackle on
the one-foot-line near the Ray
Street ticket box end zone as
Bartlett's John Lamontagne
was rambling in for a touch-
down during the overtime.
Lamontagne and Shepherd
Hill's Ron Springer headlined
the anticipated clash that drew
6,000 fans in week five of the
football season. The quarter-
backs were Hall of Famer Dave
Ceppetelli of Bartlett and Bri-
an Ravenelle of Shepherd Hill.
Langevin coached the Indians
and John Hickman coached
Shepherd Hill. The game was
played as advertised and re-
mains as a heavy weight toe-to-
toe great high school football
game.

Some other past memories
are loyal readers John Hej-
wosz, George Kujawski, and
Ringer keeping us on our
toes. The induction of Bob
Daigle into Bartlett’s Hall of
Fame was a highlight in Oc-
tober 2018. And the legacies
of Ziggy Strezlecki, John
Stefanik, Paul Lamontagne,
Tate Dion, Wiggs Deary, Kiki
Kunkel, Charlie Pappas, Chet

Sean Baca makes the tackle for Bartlett.

“Schedule will be challeng-
ing, playing five good teams
in a season we’re not used
to playing in. The kids have
done everything necessary to

get themselves ready.”

Bartlett will take on Abby
Kelly Friday (today) at 5 p.m.
at the Memorial Athletic Field
in Webster.

1973 Starr Realty Senior Little League baseball team. Photo contributed by Jeff Stefanik

Starzec, Rocky Miller, and so
many more have been a part
of the local fiber.

Memory Lane includes the
Intermediate School gym on
Ray Street in Webster which
was always the place to be on
a week night any time of the
year. Gerry Canty was the
captain in call-your-own fouls
league when tempers and
competing went hand in hand.
Jack Kelly, Kenny Moran,
and Al Malkaisian tried to
keep the natives in order de-
spite a lot of bloodshed every
night. But a lot of fun. Canty’s
playground drew 30 custom-
ers a night with free admis-
sion.

Post 184 American Legion
started a baseball team in 1970
and the coaches were Nor-
man “Frenchy” Millette and
Levi Brisbois. Two good guys
who went on the ultra com-
petitive Legion circuit with a
brand new team. We held our
own and those guys knew the
game and taught us how to re-
spect it and eventually handed
the coaching reigns over to
Francis X. Kasheta who went
on to win many Zone 4 titles.
Kasheta pitched for the San
Francisco Giants with the great
Juan Marichal. Millette, Bris-
bois, and Kasheta believed
in fundamental baseball. The
1966 Webster Little League
All Star team led by Paul Ku-
jawski is still the town’s best
Little League team after 55
years. The ‘66 team got into

the state tournament and beat
Boston Red Sox player and
television commentator Jerry
Remy of Somerset to advance
to the quarterfinal game only to
be beaten by Weymouth South.
Kujawski was hitting home
runs at a record pace and
shared the pitching duties with
left handed Mike Quigley. The
big reason for the ‘66 team re-
taining its self- proclaimed best
team ever is because they won
district 5, 6, 7, and 8, by play-
ing single elimination. One loss
and it's over. Wiggs Deary was
the manager.

If you have anything you
would like to share in this
space please do so by emailing
me at pcoyle@oxfordinsuran-
ceagency.com.

1973 baseball

Jeff  Stefanik, longtime
friend and Bartlett baseball
captain, is going to help the
memory lane cause going for-
ward with pictures from the
past and he submitted this

photo circa 1973. Didn’t know
Stefanik was ambidexterous.
Look how he is holding his
glove? How many of these
players can you name? The
coach is Tony Vegnone.The
team is the Starr Realty Red
Sox, 17-1 record four years in
a row as well as league cham-
pions.

For all you AAU pay-to-play,
everybody gets a trophy ya-
hoos.... this 1973 team didn’t
have to pay a dime to play.
There are 14 players on the
team ages 13-15.The team was
part of the six team Webster
Senior Little League circuit.
Here is the math: six teams
with 14 players per team
equals 84 players playing
baseball in a constructive en-
vironment for free. Vegnone
did not get paid for coaching.
His teams practiced twice a
week and played two games
per week. Only a champion-
ship trophy was given to Starr
Realty.Times have changed.

o
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Registry Service

Oxtord

Insurance Agency

300 Main Street
tel 508-987-0333 fax 508-987-0063

Office Hours
mon-fri 8:30-5:00 | thurs 8:30-7:00

Serving Central Massachusetts for over 30 years
www.oxfordinsurance.com

home | life | business | auto
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* Spring Cleaning

LAWN SERVICE

JohnScianna@hotmail’com
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* Fertilizing/Lime
* Raking

Quality, Dependable Service
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* Mulch
* Hedge Trimming
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Tales from beyond

Ghost of the Sun Tavern

By Thomas D’Agostino

The Sun Tavern in Duxbury,
Massachusetts, is famous for
its fare and hospitality. Itis also
well known for its permanent
resident, Lysander Walker.

The front part of The Sun
Tavern was built in 1741. At the
end of the nineteenth century,
Lysander Walker, who gained
dubious fame when his story
was published in the Boston
Herald in an article titled “Last
Duxbury Hermit,” owned the
building. For some time Dux-
bury folk knew that all was not
well with Lysander. After the
death of his wife, Lysander,
getting on with age, refused to
venture forth from the home,
which had sheltered him for
so long.

The children of the neigh-
borhood always watched for
the American flag hung at
the corner of the house. Its
presence was the signal that
Lysander needed provisions
from the local store. On Octo-
ber 3, 1928, 11-year-old Gladys
Belknap saw the flag hung
union down at the corner of
the house. The locals entered
the home and found Lysander

seated on a sofa. Beside him,
still tightly gripped, was a
loaded revolver from which
one shot had been fired. Ly-
sander had signaled one last
time in a way which would
never be forgotten. The Tav-
ern recently received a post
card from Gladys Belknap
confirming this story.

After Walker’s death, Father
Francis Keegan purchased the
property for a summer resi-
dence. He befriended Mary
Hackett and financed her edu-
cation at Salem State Normal
School. In the early 1930s he
suggested she take over the
house to run as a restaurant.
This small place of food and
refreshment became very suc-
cessful. Situated in the heart
of cranberry plantations it
was famous for its quaintness,
beautiful flowers and delight-
ful meals.

David Wells bought Mary
Hackett’s in 1964 and changed
the name to Fiddler's Green
Restaurant to convey the feel-
ing of an English Pub. Some-
where along the way, it was
renamed Buck’s Tavern. In 1987

the restaurant would be named
The Sun Tavern, a moniker that
remains to this day.

Larry and Carol Friedman
owned the Tavern from 1996
to 2001. When it became avail-
able again, the couple could
not resist the lure and charm
of this enchanting property.
The Sun Tavern in all of its
incarnations is woven into
the lives of countless people
who have walked through its
doors.

Wells put the house on the
map after experiencing the
ghost of Lysander Walker.
Each night when the restau-
rant was being locked up, and
every candle extinguished on
the tables, just one would be
relit, as he was about to walk
out the back door. Of course
David was teased about his
“ghost.” Late one night the
alarm went off and the police
arrived to investigate. After
checking the entire build-
ing and finding nothing, they
closed the door and started
up the path. Suddenly each
officer heard footsteps in the
restaurant. With guns drawn

* Self Storage

* Propane

| HONDA.
 Equipment |
SALES &
SERVICE

AMERICAN
RENT-ALL u.c}

and American Self Storage

* Climate Controlled Areas
* Honda Generators/Mowers

* Moving Supplies m

Inquire within r call for details.
Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 * 860-923-9100 - 860-923-2626
www.AmericanRentAll.com

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm ¢« Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

they entered the building but
found no one. That would be
the last time David was ridi-
culed about his ghost.

Larry and Carol have many
stories to tell.

One evening the police
were summoned to the res-
taurant because of a 911 call.
Larry swore that the place
was empty and no one could
have called. It must have been
a wrong number. The police
told him the call came from
his pay phone.

Patrons and staff have
heard heavy footsteps in the
building, yet no visible person
was present to create the oc-
currence.

The towel dispenser in the
ladies room began dispens-
ing towels by itself one day in
front of Larry.

A man was choking one
night and suddenly unseen
hands assisted him. He leaned
over to thank the person next
to him but they swore they
were not close enough to help
him. Before they could assist
him, someone hit him on the
back to dislodge the obstruc-
tion in his throat.

While Larry was telling
Arlene and me this story, we
heard a voice like a choking
sound that we were able to re-
cord.

While we were visiting,
there were three loud bangs
that emanated from the dining
room. We were the only ones
in the building at the time. We
have this recorded as well.

The phone seems to be one
of Lysander’s favorite items
in the tavern, as staff and pa-
trons have witnessed his ghost
standing in front of it.

To this day many have ex-
perienced Lysander’s pres-
ence. His constant visitations
are only part of the magic and
charm of The Sun Tavern.

Thomas D’Agostino and his

DELIVERY AREAS
Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, Cherry Valley, Dudley,

East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North Brookfield, &
North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 1
Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Connecticut; N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock. &

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm I
Saturday 9:30-2pm

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Automatic Delivery
* Fuel Assistance Accepted

* Licensed In House Technicians
(NO subcontracting)

"+ Burner Service

* Oil Tank Installations
(Free Estimates)

+95C OFF.

' PER GALLON ,

OFOIL |

'OF 175 GALLONS,
OR MORE I

Must present coupon. |
Offer cannot be combined.  »

NEW OFFICE LOCATION IN SOUTHBRIDGE | 34 NEWMAN AVE.

]
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The Sun Tavern in Duxbury is the home of resident ghost

Lysander Walker.

wife Arlene Nicholson are sea-
investiga-
tors, authors, and co-organizers

soned paranormal

of Paranormal United Research
Society. You can find out more
about them by visiting www.

Charitable trust
funding available

OXFORD - The Trustees of
the Cecelia J. Smolenski/Mil-
lette Charitable Trusts have
announced applications are
available for grant funding
for projects and programs
that promote and foster rec-
reational and literary oppor-
tunities and activities for chil-
dren in Oxford.

The Smolenski/Millette
Trusts were established in
1995 and 2000 to be used for
the charitable, recreational,
literacy, or educational pur-
poses for the benefit of the
youth of Oxford. The Trustees
comprise various town of-
ficials as well as members of
the public. The original dona-
tion to the town totaled over
$2 million and distributions

are made from trust income.

Previous projects and pro-
grams funded in whole or in
part through the trust include
the Splash Pad, the NJROTC
program at the high school,
the library pass program, the
skate park, activities at Joslin
Park, the Greenbriar osprey
camera, playground equip-
ment, upgrades to the Little
League concession stand,
and activities at the Commu-
nity Center.

Applications can be found
online at www.oxfordma.us/
town-manager. Applications are
due no later than April 30. Ap-
plications are also available by
contacting the town manager’s
office at manager@oxfordma.us
or 5089876030, ext. 8.

Social Security -
your questions answered

Social Security will likely be
the foundation of your retire-
ment income. Before your
retire, it’s important to under-
stand your options and the
effect your decisions have on
your retirement.

Join Dennis Antonopoulos,
financial advisor for Edward
Jones in Auburn, for the pre-
sentation. Here’s what will be
discussed:

* How does Social Security
fit into my retirement income
plan?

* When should I start taking
benefits?

* What about taxes?

The date is Wednesday,
April 14, from 6:00-7:00 pm.
This Webinar is being held
via Zoom.

To register please call Kar-
en Rieser at 508-832-5385 or
email Karen.rieser@edward-

jones.com by April 13 to re-
ceive Zoom link. This is a part
of the Edward Jones monthly
webinar series - Held on
the 2nd Wednesday of each
month.

Simmons U
Dean’s List

BOSTON - The following lo-
cal residents were named to
the 2020 fall semester dean’s
list at Simmons University in
Boston.
Nicole Morrison, Dudley
Olivia Panagiotou, Webster
Victoria Lavelle, Webster

To qualify for dean’s list sta-
tus, undergraduate students
must obtain a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher, based
on 12 or more credit hours of
work in classes using the letter
grade system.

the Heart of God.

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
(intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter
how impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving please
Believer




John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master
technician. He will answer reader’s
questions each week You can find
the Car Doctor podcast at wwuw.
Jjohnfpaul podbean.com or other
popular podcast sites. Email your
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
Jjohnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul

ing when it was very cold. I bought it used last year

and had no idea how old the battery was, so I put a

battery charger on it and waited a few hours. It still
would not crank. [ called my mechanic and he towed it to his
garage, attempted to jump start it but it would not, so they
pushed it into the garage for the night. Saturday morning they
went to work on it and it started right up. They put it outside
in the cold and it started every time they tried it. They left it
outside all day through Sunday into Monday (it was very cold
Sunday), it started right up Monday morning and has ever
since. My teenage daughter drives this car so I need it to be
reliable, my mechanic said he could put a starter in ($550) but
would not recommend it because he’s not sure. Any ideas?

Q My 2008 VW Passat would not crank on Friday morn-
u

A If the shop tested the battery, they may have cleaned
m the battery connections and that may have solved the

problem. It doesn’t take much corrosion at a battery
cable to keep an engine from cranking over. A no start/no
crank in a Volkswagen only has so many possibilities. The
battery, battery cables, starter motor (which includes the
starter solenoid) and ignition switch. If the battery and cables
test out as being good, there isn’t much left to check. At that
point, replacing the starter in your 13-year-old VW may be
money well spent.

My son owns a 2007 Honda Accord which has 50,000
Q a miles on it and the “check engine” light came on. He

brought it to an auto repair shop, they were busy and
couldn’t test the engine to read the codes. They told him he
would need an appointment, and not to worry about it unless
the light “flashes.” They told him people drive for months
with check engine lights on. Do you agree for him not to worry
unless it starts “flashing?” We also did some Google search-
es and saw that people have had major problems with this
model. | hope my son doesn’t end up having major problems

7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

&h Oxford, MA 01540
008:987:1010
f

Ron Moscoffian

Appr. #3537

mm.auto@verizon.net
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with this car in the future. My other question is: my son just

ordered a code reader, do these work?
A a a car with a flashing check-engine-light. A flashing
check-engine-light indicates an engine misfire which
can result in damage to the catalytic convertor. A steady
check-engine-light can be on from something as simple as a
loose gas cap to a malfunctioning sensor. A check-engine-light
should not be ignored since it could affect fuel economy and
vehicle emissions. Regarding code readers, they are handy to
read a code. They will not tell you what the actual issue with
the car is. Once you have the code, then there is a specific pro-
cedure to test and isolate the problem. Google is a great search
engine but [ would not base a car’s reputation on what I have
read on the internet, especially a 14-year-old car.
Q " glass. It’s a Toyota Avalon. I thought | saw something
on TV with a handle that looked like a fly-swatter with

a sponge on the end. Are you familiar with anything like this?
[ want to get rid of that film build-up.

The garage is correct that you should stop driving

I'm almost eighty and can’t clean the inside of my
rear window because of my age and the slant of the

A [ have also seen that window cleaning product “as
s seen on TV.” I have never used one, but the idea is

good. A long-handled tool that is flexible/springy
enough to keep even pressure on the window, that allows for
easier cleaning. When completed I would wrap a microfiber
cloth around the sponge just to finish off the cleaning process.

Almac Motors Inc.

173 Thompson Rd.
Webster, MA
508-943-5566

Dave 774-230-2185
Ted 860-942-6371

Spring Sale at Almac’s

2006 JEEP WRANGLER

V6, 6spd., 2-tops and retail red. .....cevvviiiiiisnnnnnnnnn $8,300
2011 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS

Auto, loaded with bling .........cccovrrerevcrererisrnenenes ONLY $6,900
2010 CHEVY MALIBU

Only 86K, auto, 4 cyl., 30Mpg, NICE! cvverrrevveveerenn $7,999
2006 BUICK LACROSSE

Leather, loaded, low MileS ....uvviiiirmrrnnnsniniinnnnnnnnnn 35,500
2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE

Leather and loaded. ......covrvennns - 0“9 ......... 39 900
2010 FORD F150 XCAB 4X4

All the Bells and Buttons! .......ccovveenrremnnrennnnneennns 39,500
2007 CHEVY IMPALA

Low miles, well equipped, Good t0 GO!...evvviiiiiunnnenns 35,500
2011 FORD FUSION
Only 76k, very well taken care of.......cceerissseerissnenns 37,995

All of these vehicles have been properly sanitized for your protection and ours!

Trewh Hauler

CLASS B CDL DRIVERS

Must possess a valid Class B drivers license, current
medical card, proof of a DCL self certification. clean
driving record and experience in the waste and recycling
industry,

Positions offer full-time, year-round work with a family
owned company servicing the industry for over 80 years.
Full vacation & benefit package. Wages in proportion to
ability and experience,

MECHANIC WANTED

Pratt Trucking/Little River Recycling Oxford, MA

Job Summary: Pratt Trucking is a family owned and operat-
ed company in Oxford, MA. We are searching for a qualified
mechanic to work on our fleet of Garbage Trucks, Roll Off
Trucks, Hook Lift Trucks, and other equipment. Top Wages
Paid, Weekends Off, and Benefits!

Responsibilities: Performs physical tasks in the shop or field
in support of operations including, but not limited to: in-
spection, troubleshooting, repairs, and maintenance of
equipment. Provides unscheduled repairs of equipment; re-
views equipment status with operational personnel and per-
forms scheduled maintenance of trucks and equipment. In-
spects, repairs, maintains, and makes recommendations and
performs modifications to functional parts of a variety of
equipment and machinery. Diagnoses maintenance require-
ments on diesel engines, transmissions, drive lines, differen-
tials, electrical circuits, hydraulic systems, and chassis
through diagnostic aids, inspections, and interpretation of
equipment reports with assistance. Disassembles, over-
hauls, and replaces worn parts on equipment as required.
Reads and interprets work orders to perform required main-
tenance and service. Demonstrated commitment to a clean
and safe working environment.

Qualifications and Skills: Knowledge of Mack, Cummins,
GMC, Chevrolet trucks. Knowledge of troubleshooting/diag-
nostic tools. Experience as a heavy duty truck mechanic.
Ability to work safely in a shop environment. Mechanical
skills should include, but are not limited to, mechanical,
electrical, pneumatic and hydraulic troubleshooting and re-
pair of trucks and equipment.

Benefits: Health Insurance, Top Wages! Over-time optional.
Job Type: Full-time. Experience: Driver’s License (Required),
Diesel Mechanic: 1 year (Required), Diesel repair certifica-
tion (Preferred), Trash industry experience (Preferred), Class
A or B CDL (Preferred), Welding experience (Preferred)

Salary based upon experience (top wages paid)
Apply now in person at Pratt Trucking
22 Town Forest Rd e Oxford MA 01540
(508) 987-1187
or apply online at: www.pratttrucking.com

TheYankeeXpress

Your source for business and community news
and advertising.
ads@theyankeexpress.com
news@theyankeexpress.com

PLYWOOD PLUS

Kitchen Demgn . Kltchen Cabinets « Pme Moldmg Doors
windows « Hardwood Floors « Custom Orders « Hardware

THERMANTRU

Farmily Owned and Operated
#1 Merillat Dealer in Worcester County
Basilder's Premium Supplier

Froe Kilchen Desigmnm
Delivery Avallable

The PLUS W 40 much, more...

Personalized Customer Care
600 Park Ave, Warcester - 508.831.9900 - www.plywoodplus.com ﬂ

BUY:

Payments as low as $50 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Bad Credit
No Credit
No Problem
WE FINANCE
EVERYONE!

Come Check Out Our Pricesl!
FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.

204 Main Street « Oxford, MA

HERE

508-987-0022
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Avoid tapping into 401 (k) early

Dennis Antonopoulos

If you've been contributing for
many years to your 401(k) or
similar retirement plan, it may
be your largest pool of money.
So, if you are facing a financial
need, you may think about
tapping into your account. Af-
ter all, it's your money - why
not use it?

But touching your 401(k)

Resource directory

before you retire may not be
a good idea, as it can lead to
some unwanted consequences.

First, taking funds out of
your 401(k) now could in-
crease the risk of running out
of money during retirement,
which could last for decades.

Also, withdrawals taken
from your 401(k) before age
59% may be taxed as ordinary
income and are generally sub-
ject to a 10% penalty for early
withdrawal, although there
are some exceptions. And a
sizable taxable withdrawal
from your 401(k) could bump
you into a higher tax bracket.

Therefore, if you are facing
a financial crunch, you may
want to explore some op-

tions before tapping into your
401(k). For starters, see if you
can cut your expenses where
possible and explore financial
assistance programs that ser-
vice providers, such as utility
companies, might offer.

Also, if you have an emer-
gency fund, now may be the
time to use it. For most folks,
it's a good idea to keep three
to six months’ worth of living
expenses in such a fund, with
the money kept in a liquid,
low-risk account. But even
smaller amounts can help in
a financial crunch.

You might also find another
source of cash in your tax-
able investment accounts.
Any uninvested cash in these

accounts is an easy place to
start. You might also look at
selling investments to free up
some cash. However, before
making this decision, you may
want to consult with a finan-
cial professional to discuss
the pros and cons.

Another cash-generating op-
tion is a 401(k) loan, assuming
your plan permits such loans.
Unlike a direct withdrawal, a
401(k) loan is not taxable if it's
repaid on time. (If it isn’t, you
could also incur penalties.)
And, although the loan may
have some fees, the interest on
it will be paid to your account,
rather than to a bank. Howev-
er, you won't earn investment
returns on the loan balance,

because you can’t use this
money to invest. And if you
leave your job before you've
fully repaid the loan, you’ll
likely have to come up with
the remaining balance quickly.

You could also consider us-
ing your credit cards to gen-
erate cash, but these types
of loans or advances can be
quite costly. Instead, you
may want to look at other
possibilities, such as a home
equity loan, the cash value
of a life insurance policy,
the “margin” on your invest-
ment accounts or a personal
loan. Again, you should talk
to a financial professional to
discuss the tradeoffs of tak-
ing out these loans and to de-

velop a payoff strategy, if you
decide to use any of them.
Your 401(k) is a long-term
investment designed to meet
a long-term goal: your retire-
ment. So, if you think you
might require these funds
before retirement, explore all
alternatives first to find the
right decision for your needs.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel:
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.
Edward Jones Member SPIC
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MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

CAPITOL SIDING &
HOME I
-y @@MPAW INC.

Custom Exteriors ¢ Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows
Roofing * Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981
Fax (508) 832-0464

PRE-OWNED AUTOS Since 1965

WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHIGLE
CAR - TRUCK - SUV
AT THE BEST PRICE!!

2010 - 2019 MODELS
4
ewnae &

772 Southbridge St., Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

ASK FOR JOHN or
MICHAEL

508-641-8195
508-641-8197

NOW!! 50% OFF ALL FACE MASKS!!

MaskMeToday com

l Disposable Surgical-Style
d Face Masks

y

Now 50% Off All Masks - SHIPS FREE!!
Find us at www.MaskMeToday.com

A Sutton MA Company

www.PerroAuto.com

“Better than the rest” -

CLEAN OUTS

DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

WE DO EVERYTHING
VERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!
i Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage

Carpets / Floors / Upholstery
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-

DOUGLAS
MASS.

1883

STUMP GRINDING

Chip Removal
LOAM & SEED
Small Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508.340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

. econnorll7@gmail.com

) 207.779.7142

290 Providence Rd:
S. Grafton, MA

Kris Sutton

STREET CAR
SOLUTIONS

StreetCarsScolutions.com

508-839-7071

AUINO
DETAIL

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

www.SochiasQOil.com

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES + SERVICE * INSTALLATION

Sewing: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON,  Heating - Air Conditioning
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, ,
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 24 Hour Burner Service

eye care

Gift cards available for purchase
in-store, online, or over the phone.

Frame choices from
Independent Companies

Sunglasses ¢ Computer Glasses
Blue Light Protection Glasses
Safety Eyewear
Cycling / Motorcycle Enthusiast Glasses
Golf & Performance Glasses

studio \

2[]!’20

Erlca O’Brien, L.O.

371 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
774-241-0718

www.studiotwentytwenty.com
Mon. & Sat. By Appointment; Tues. & Thurs. 10-5; Wed. & Fri. 9-4

Jewelry and ories for all crafted by local artisans.

All eye available in prescription and

non-prescription.
Stop in to see the unique selection!

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers, Tractor Service, Tune-Ups &
Repairs Pickup & Delivery, Lawnmower Repair

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

TheYankeeXpress

Your source for business and community news
and advertising.
ads@theyankeexpress.com
news@theyankeexpress.com




RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

If you watch a steady stream
of TV shows that focus on
buying and selling homes,
you’ve probably learned a lot
about the process. As a result,
you may think you have a sol-
id enough handle on things to
forego using a real estate agent
when selling your house.

This is understandable, es-
pecially when you think about
how much you could save
on the realtor’'s commission.
Plus, if you were captain of
the ship, you’d be in charge
of every decision during the
process. But a few homebuyer
education courses can’t give
you the years of experience
realtors have. Here’s the first
thing you need to know before
you take the reins and decide
to sell your home without a
real estate agent.

You may not be saving as
much money as you think.

Hiring a real estate agent
will typically cost you about
six percent of a home’s sale
price. For a $350,000 home,
that's $21,000. Itd be pretty
nice to shave that number off
your expenses, right?

The idea of saving thou-
sands of dollars on commis-
sion by selling your own
home can be tempting, and
for a few it may even make
sense, but for the vast major-
ity of homeowners the desire
to pocket more money by sell-
ing their own home will likely
cost them.

Maybe you are thinking that
a realtor writing a column, of
course will say that.” Accord-
ing to the National Association
of Realtors, homes that are for
sale by owner, or FSBOs, typi-
cally sell for less money than
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The first thing you need to know about selling your home without a realtor

homes sold by realtors. In
2020, homes sold by owners
closed at a median of $217,900,
while those sold by real estate
agents closed for $242,300.
That'’s a $24,400 difference.

The upside of selling your
place on your own, per the
report, is saving time. FSBO
sold more quickly than homes
sold by agents in 2020 — 77
percent of FSBO homes sold
in less than two weeks. But
NAR points out that's because
the homes were often sold to
someone the seller knew.

Some agents say they don’t
believe that selling your
home without an agent is a
bad idea for all sellers — but
it's probably a bad idea for
most sellers. There are three
reasons why.

First, there’s pricing. One
of the reasons you may not
make as much is related to
your potential pricing strat-
egy. How will you determine
the right price to sell? While
multiple real estate web-
sites offer quick estimates
of your home’s value, this is
simply an algorithm — not a
researched comparison of
other similar homes in your
neighborhood. In fact, she
says those quickly generated
estimates are often exagger-
ated, which can cause you
to upcharge your home. You
might already know what hap-
pens to overpriced homes:
nothing. They languish on the
market as buyers select more

reasonably priced options.
It's almost worth hiring an
agent just to be sure that your
home is priced right.

Even if you don’t hire an
agent, you might need to
hire a lawyer to go over all
your contracts. This will
cost you money, too. Still,
this isn’t the only reason
you might not get as much
money as you think. You
have to be prepared to put
in the work necessary to at-
tract the right buyers. Just
sticking a sign in your front
yard will likely not generate
the traffic and interest that
you hope for. The owner is
responsible for all the mar-
keting, photos, property de-
scriptions, inquiries, open
houses, showings, and vet-
ting the potential buyers.

Then there’s the business
of appealing to buyers. Sellers
need to understand the pros
and cons of their property,
and know what will distract
buyers and turn them off.
However, since homeown-
ers tend to gloss over their
home’s flaws, this can be a
challenge. Having an unbi-
ased person to help out can
be a plus. Many times, sell-
ers eventually realize they’d
rather just spend five to six
percent of the sale price and
hire an agent to do all of this
for them.

If you're selling to someone
you know, marketing and ap-
pealing to potential buyers

might not be necessary. But
you will have to negotiate
with the buyer no matter who
it is. So let me ask you this
important question: Can you
negotiate as well as an agent
can on your behalf? The an-
swer may be yes, but be real-
istic — not everyone is a born
negotiator. Leave the job to a
professional!
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Commercial /Industrial

lease opportunity

21 Pearl St.,
Webster, MA 01570

Description:

57k sf. Building.

Wet Sprinkler system.
3 Phase Electrical.

Available

June 1, 2021

New Zoned High Efficiency Gas Heat.
New Electrical Lighting.
Freight Elevator (3500lbs Capacity)

Rate $8.00 /sf./yr.

Usable space:
First floor 21,978 sf. with 11" ft ceiling height.

Second floor 22,784 sf. with 1172 ceiling height.

Third floor 5,244 sf. with 12 ft. ceiling height.

Drive in Bay with dock leveler (1)

Exterior Dock Doors (2) First Floor. (2) second Floor.
Parking private gated and public street plus two bay
commercial garage 20x30x12.

Robert Warehouse LLC

Contact: Pete Coppola
at 508-640-5813

508-943-6960

Mark Marzeotti

Realtor
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Marzeotti
Realtor
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25 Union Street, 4th Floor
== Worcester, MA 01608
617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com
www.MarzeottiGroup.com
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

THERE’S A SMARTER ¢ wmITSUBISHI
WAY TO HEAT ANY | “WELECTRC
ROOM THIS WINTER.

NEW BOILER INSTALLS

WARRANTY.

to heat your home.

STARTING AT: | ;

* Crown Boilers $5,00000 oy e . —
+ Willamson Furnaces $4,000.00 QI 7 ARG e
+ Oil Tank Installs $2,000.00 WANUFACTURERS S5 2" > 1 Uses 25:50% lessenergy

¢ Employs allergen filtration
to reduce germs, bacteria
and viruses.

¢ Provides year-round

r
1
1
1 1 comfort that keeps you
1 1 cool in the summer too.
: : ¢ Requires no ductwork,
i PER GALLON 1 zz(;n:;zlfhon is quick

We do NOT 1 With an order of 125 gallons or more. 1

H 1 Coupon must be presented at delivery. Expires 3/31/21 1
Sell Biofuel! R IR

Which will help prevent ﬁ
less system breakdowns.

L ]

AMERICA’S #1
SELLING BRAND OF
DUCTLESS

HUGE REBATES AVAILABLE FOR
DISPLACEMENT OF ELECTRIC, OIL

©2015 Mitsubishi Electric AND PROPANE HEAT!
Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive: Contact us today for a no cost in-home
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years assessment!

(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor) &
A F ll S o O-l C -Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan 8%
u ervice Ul Ompany -Rebates through MassSave & Processing on Your Behalf b

24-Hour Emergency Service -Extended Labor Warranty Available Electrical Contractors,
-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service . e

ELECTRICAL + HVAD » GEMERATORS
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about additional 508-47T6-0870
www'LMTOIL'COM * WE Do ONLINE ORDERING rebate opportunities through MassSave! Morr::nelrlEl“rrirul.rnm

A LOT TO LOVE EVENT

/o NOW THROUGH MARCH 31, 2021 GET 0% APR FINANCING FOR UP T0

APR 63 MONTHS
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) ON SELECT NEW 2021 SUBARU MODELS
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Best Resale 2021 SUBARU @ 2021 SUBARU

Value Award FORESTER OUTBACK

s 2.5L CVT w/ALLOY WHEEL PKG. 2.5D1 CVT PREMIUM

Visit Long Subaru to find your
ideal new Subaru or used car.
Our dedicated sales staff is here
to make your auto shopping
experience 'fast, easy, done’.
Don't forget - you can build
your deal online with our
Drive-Thru tool! We guarantee
that your LONG relationship
will be one that you will happily

tell your friends & family about. s s
I ON("]‘ PER MONTH' PER MONTH'

SUBARU

p.H. LonG Moo sates comer 7222 LONGSUBARU.COM | 508-943-7070 | 7 SUTTON RD., WEBSTER, MA




