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Earth Day cleanup marks debut of
Dudley the Dumpster Dog

By Rod Lee

In Cambridge on the campus of
MIT on the morning of April 24, the
Doomsday Clock was set as it has
been for a while at 100 seconds to
midnight as a reflection of the plan-
et’s dire environmental state.

But in Dudley that same Satur-
day, with the scent of magnolia in
the air and the sight of tulips and
daffodils and forsythia in bloom on
W. Main St. and all around town,
volunteers taking part in an Earth
Day cleanup had reason for hope
about the future of the planet.

Earth Day—officially April 22—is
in its 51st year. It has grown and
now involves one billion people
in one-hundredininety-three coun-
tries across the globe.

“This is our twelfth year,” Jen

Cournoyer said, of Dudley’s Earth
Day cleanup. Ms. Cournoyer is the
chair of Dudley’s Board of Health.
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She was supervising the communi-
ty-wide effort from a table set up at
the Highway Garage on Indian Road.

When a visitor mentioned that
there didn’t seem to be much hap-
pening by way of motorists driv-
ing in to latch onto materials they
needed for the four-hour initiative,
she said “oh we had inquiries for
two weeks prior, people com-
ing into the office and picking up
bags. We get a grant every year
from The Last Green Valley for our
Earth Day, for trash bags, gloves,
water bottles, snacks, hand sani-
tizer, grabbers and pickers. We are
very thankful for them. They are
our co-sponsor.

“We have a lot of specific streets
that need attention. We've got vol-
unteers all over town. Those nip
bottles!”

Continued on page 2
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Dudley Board of Health Chair Jen Cournoyer, “Dudley the Dumpster
Dog” (Sofia Poplawski) and Lori Smith were present at the Highway Ga-
rage to assist volunteers who had registered to take part in the town’s
Earth Day cleanup on April 24.
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Former scholarship recipient to speak at
Auburn Chamber awards breakfast

AUBURN - The 2021 Scholar-
ship Award Breakfast spon-
sored by the Auburn Chamber
of Commerce will take place
on Friday, May 21, 7:30 - 9:00
a.m. at the Auburn/Webster
Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge
Street, Auburn.

The Chamber will be award-
ing over $15,000 in scholar-
ships to eight local graduating
seniors at this annual break-
fast event.

Guest speaker is Kelly Sul-
livan, anchor for Boston 25
News and also a graduate of

Auburn High School Class
of 2002. Kelly, also like the
scholarship recipients, was
awarded an Auburn Chamber
Scholarship, which she used
towards earning her degree in
Broadcast Journalism at Syra-
cuse University.
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Kelly joined Boston 25
News in June 2017. As a na-
tive of Auburn, it has always
been her dream to work in the
television market she grew up
watching.

Prior to working in Boston,
Kelly was an evening anchor
and reporter at WPRI in Provi-
dence, RI. There, she had the
opportunity to cover several
big stories, from President
Trump on the campaign trail,
to traveling to Cleveland to
cover Tom Brady's return
from his suspension, and then
to Houston to report on the Pa-

triot’s Super Bowl win.

Before Providence, Kelly
was also an anchor and re-
porter at WBBH in sunny Fort
Myers, FL. She also worked at
NewsChannel 8 in Washing-
ton, D.C. where she reported
along the parade route follow-
ing President Barack Obama’s
first inauguration.

Kelly started her career at
WHSV in Harrisonburg, VA
where she covered the gradua-
tion at Virginia Tech just months
after the tragic shootings.

Kelly graduated in 2006
from the S.. Newhouse

Kelly Sullivan

School of Public Communica-
tions at Syracuse University,
with a major in Broadcast
Journalism and minors in
Political Science and History.
When Kelly isn’t working,
she enjoys running, watch-
ing sports, and going to Pa-
triots/Red Sox/Celtics/Bruins
games with her husband.

EARTH DAY

Continued from page 1

Earth Day remains popu-
lar—and necessary. While
global carbon dioxide emis-
sions fell 17% during the first
twelve months of COVID-19
because people were stay-
ing home, it has already
returned to pre-pandemic
levels. Scientists continue to
warn that the world is at “a
dangerous crossroads” in its
attempts to reduce pollution
in the atmosphere.

Dudley wasn’t the only
South County town tackling
Earth Day. A cleanup was
held the same day in Web-
ster, which prompted town
officials to thank Pratt Truck-
ing Little River Recycling
for the dumpsters they pro-
vided, the Webster Police
Department for its involve-
ment, and the Girl Scouts
and Middle School students
for their participation.

In Auburn, town officials
put out the word early, on
April 1, messaging that while
a wholesale community-
wide effort would be dif-
ficult, individual residents
and business could emulate
the organization “Keep Mas-
sachusetts Beautiful” by un-
dertaking litter prevention,
waste reduction, recycling,
community greening and en-
vironmental education.

Charlton’s  Earth  Day
cleanup was also held on
April 24 with the Charlton

Fire Department “out and
about” to lend a hand and a
hearty thank you issued on
Facebook afterwards.

As for the town of Dudley,
it provides encouragement
and support to its helpers
to generate enthusiasm, Ms.
Cournoyer said.

“This year we have little
seedlings we are giving out
to people and if you do some-
thing you can plant a tree for
someone. We have Girl Scout
troops taking part. Year after
year the same ones show up,

Keirsten Doud, Skylar Finlay and Marlee Donohoe had three

and new people too.”

This year, the town intro-
duced “Dudley the Dump-
ster Dog” as a way to inject
some lightheartedness to
the proceedings. “This is
Dudley the Dumpster Dog’s
debut,” Ms. Cournoyer said.

“We are also running a
raffle. We are just trying to
encourage people to give
back to the community.”

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

bags full of trash as they worked a rural road in Dudley,
where the Earth Day cleanup is in its twelfth year.
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Accord Adult Day Center provides
welcome relief to family caregivers

By Janet Stoica

Taking care of our families is
paramount to so many of us.
Taking care of our children
is the first priority, but when
our parents require care and
socialization there is no better
place to choose than a facility
like Accord Adult Day Center
in Webster.

If you have ever been in a
position where an adult family
member requires your full-
time attention, you quickly
realize that you alone cannot
provide all that is needed for
their physical, emotional, and
mental well-being.

I write from personal expe-
rience. My dear mother en-
tered her older life’s circum-
stances requiring more care
than I could possibly provide
for her. The energy required
from a caregiver to provide
that extra level of support is
so very draining, mentally
and physically. But with the
guidance and assistance of
an adult day health service
provider, she received a full
day’s worth of socialization
and activity. It was as if a huge
weight had been lifted from
my shoulders.

Accord Adult Day Center
is open Monday - Saturday
from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. to provide
the most essential services
for a loved one’s care. It's a
true respite for both the adult
who requires care and the
caregiver. Transportation for
Accord’s adults is provided
roundtrip if necessary. Activi-
ties and sustenance are part of
their daily schedule.

According to Joe Rizzo,
owner and executive director

of Accord, “We’re here to as-
sist our families and our par-
ticipants, striving to provide a
good quality of life to the com-
munities we serve. Our par-
ticipants come from Auburn,
Charlton, Douglas, Dudley,
Northbridge, Oxford, South-
bridge, Sturbridge, Spencer,
Sutton, Uxbridge, and Web-
ster, well as Thompson and
Putnam in Connecticut. Typi-
cal costs at Accord average
about $10/hour versus the
$30/hour charged by home
care organizations.”

“Families know that we
keep their members safe and
the socialization component
is a huge part of what we of-
fer. Sitting at home watching
TV is not socialization,” said
Mr. Rizzo. “We provide group
interaction, utilizing gross mo-
tor and cognitive activities.
Our clients have told us this is
a club-like atmosphere where
they feel a sense of belonging
and camaraderie. They come
here to make friends and to
have their needs addressed
with dignity and privacy.”

Accord’s staff consists of
nurses, certified nursing assis-
tants, social workers, and ac-
tivity personnel. They follow
all COVID guidelines, such
as 6-foot distancing, mask re-
quirements, and adherence
to strict cleaning and sanita-
tion standards. Accord also
recently installed a total build-
ing UV air purification system
to improve air quality.

Transportation vans are
equipped with HEPA air
filtration systems and pas-
sengers are safely separat-

ed during their trips from
home to Webster and back.
One hundred percent of the
staff have received their CO-
VID vaccinations and 90% of
their clients have received at
least one of their COVID vac-
cinations.

“We work to address every-
one’s needs,” stated Mr. Rizzo.
“Our goal is to expand our ser-
vices to meet the needs of the
communities we serve. We've
provided remote services
during the COVID pandemic
which were designed to check
in on participants ensuring
that food, care, and support
systems were available in the
home along with remote ac-
tivities, but we realized that
our clients preferred group
settings. Our clients are look-
ing forward to outdoor garden
activities as well as sitting out
in the pavilion. It'll be great to
re-engage people and get back
to our previous routines.”

Accord is a locked and se-
cure facility, adding to a fam-
ily’s peace-of-mind once their
relative becomes an Accord
client. Participants are pro-
vided light breakfasts consist-
ing of cereal, toast, fruit, juic-
es, and tea or coffee; snacks
of parfaits, yogurts, cheeses,
and crackers; and lunches
that include an entrée, vegeta-
bles, dessert, and beverages.
The menus adhere to USDA
Food Program Guidelines, are
nutritious, and cater to spe-
cific nutritional needs.

“We have to be flexible
and adjust to our commu-
nity’s needs,” said Mr. Rizzo.
“There were about 25 facilities

Full Service Repair & Complete Diagnostic Service

PROPANE 5

ART’S
SERVICE
STATION

ATV and Motorcycle Tires
Front end Alignments
Propane Fill Station

Propane

REFILL STATION -3

STATE INSPECTION STATION

Commercial & Non-Commercial Vehicles
Now offering Motorcycle Inspections & D.O.Ts

Diesel and Heavy Duty

The Yankee Xpress « www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ May 14, 2021 3

Daily exercise and a variety of activities to provide a good quality of life for participants.

like ours across Massachu-
setts that closed during CO-
VID and won’t be re-opening.
We accept most third-party in-
surances like MassHealth, Fal-
lon Navicare, Commonwealth
Care Alliance, Tri-Valley,
Tufts, United Health, as well
as Connecticut Community
and Senior Resources Care.
Our nurses and social work-
ers will assess and develop
an individualized care plan to
address their needs. Everyone
has different situations and
health care needs. We will as-
sist and provide direction and
information.

“Having a family member
remain in their home and
in their community is very
important. We advise many
families not to wait until it's
too late to have their parent,
aunt, uncle, or other elderly
family member join our pro-
gram. We're here to help
guide you in the right direc-
tion. We have so many partici-
pants who truly look forward
to coming here. They seek
out their new friends and look

forward to the activities. It's
very heartwarming to see the
friendships that have devel-
oped. This certainly wouldn’t
happen if they were home by
themselves.”

Joe Rizzo is also president
of the Massachusetts Adult
Day Health Services Asso-
ciation (“MADSA”), which
represents 120 adult day
programs, their participants,
and caregivers. He holds an
MBA as well as a Bachelor’s
Degree in Health Care Ad-
ministration and is a licensed
nursing home administrator.

“Accord means agreement,”
said Mr. Rizzo, “a partnership
between our families and our
organization. Our objective is
to provide a comfortable and
safe place for your loved one.
We give the caregiver time to
recharge their batteries. Caring
for a family member is drain-
ing, physically and mentally.
We want to make life easier.”

Accord Adult Day Center is
at 10 Cudworth Road in Web-
ster. Phone: (508) 949-3598.
Hours: 84 p.m., Mon-Sat.
www.accorddaycenter.com
Find them on Facebook.

Participants cheer on their friends in bowling.
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Ticket to Work program brings employers and workers together

By Janet Stoica

People with disabilities can
achieve and accomplish as
much as any other employee.
It’s all a matter of matching up
each employer with an indi-
vidual’s capability.

At Life-Skills, it is Kim Lap-
worth’s goal to make this
happen. She is the vocational
trainer for Life-Skill’s Ticket to
Work (TTW) program, which
is designed to provide work-
place support for individuals
with disabilities.

Her immediate challenge is
to create awareness for the
TTW program, as she says it
is underutilized. She wants to
get the word out to potential
employees who receive SSDI
(Social Security Disability In-

surance) and SSI (Supplemen-
tal Security Income) that they
shouldn’t be afraid to explore
their employment options.

The TTW program includes
a safety net of assistance along
with long-term support to suc-
cess. “We focus on a person’s
ability and not their disabili-
ty,” says Ms. Lapworth. “We’ll
work with potential employ-
ees and employers to come
up with reasonable accom-
modations for both to ensure
long-term success. We're here
to help people find a job and
keep working.”

The Massachusetts’ Ticket
to Work program allows indi-
viduals receiving SSDI ben-
efits to work and earn money

without losing their benefits.
“Disabilities shouldn’t keep
anyone from fulfilling their
career goals.” she says. “Each
individual is perfectly capable
of success. There’s a place at
the table for everyone.”

The Massachusetts TTW
program offered through the
Social Security Administration
also serves individuals through
Mass. Rehab. It is a voluntary
program for individuals receiv-
ing SSDI and SSI benefits.

Income limits can be dis-
cussed with the TTW counselor.
Individuals aged 1864 are eli-
gible for the TTW program. Shel-
tered workshops used to be the
norm but as things have moved
to inclusivity and integration
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with all of society, so too has the
TTW program evolved.

Ms. Lapworth has been
with Life-Skills for many years
and reveals that she too has a
disability. Her awareness of
what other others with similar
challenges face makes her an
excellent mentor for anyone
wanting to become a part of
the labor force.

She explains that the TTW
goal is to help people get
back to work full-time and to
transition from SSDI and SSI
benefits. Potential employees
are guided and assisted with
their resumes and with the
network of potential employ-
ers that Ms. Lapworth has
successfully worked with in
the area, matches are quite
fruitful. “If you have motiva-
tion, then the sky’s the limit,”
she says. “With some of our
clients, there is no end to their
ambition. They want to get
out there and do their jobs.
They are willing to be diligent,
ensuring their success. Ad-
ditionally, with all that’s gone
on with COVID, employers are

now looking at and beginning
to value all who we work with.
Our potential employees have
been very reliable.”

“There are many individu-
als out there who would like
to try to go back to work,” she
said, “but they worry about
their medical insurance and
if other benefits will be taken
away. With the TTW program,
however, there’s all sorts of
safety nets. If your job doesn’t
work out, you can still get your
benefits back. The good thing
is though that once you get out
there, you'll find yourself be-
coming very self-sufficient.”

Life-Skills also offers a
Milestone Reward Program
where monetary incentives
are offered after one and three
months to assist the employee
with everyday expenses.

“If some employees choose
to disclose their disability
to their employers, it’'s up to
them. Our goal is to help
people apply for competitive
employment  opportunities
just like everyone else. We do
assist them in working with
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Kim Lapworth

job boards like Indeed.com so
they’re working just as hard
as everyone else out there to
find a job. Employers do re-
ceive a tax break and Federal
employers are mandated to
have a certain percent of em-
ployees from SSDL.”

Kim will reach out to em-
ployers regarding the benefits
of having a disabled employee
on their payroll. She will brain-
storm with the employer to
assist in accommodating the
employee. It's a win-win situa-
tion. “If someone has a career
dream and is receiving disabil-
ity assistance, give me a call.
We'll work together to make
your goals happen,” said Ms.
Lapworth. She can be reached
from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Mon-Fri at
(508) 943-0700, Ext. 2171.

Email: voctrainer@life-skillsinc.
org Life-Skills, Inc., 44 Morris
Street, Webster MA

Contact Janet: jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com
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170 Thompson Road, Webster, MA - 508 949-1110 Induire Within

Come in and see our selection of Vidda Jewelry, Homesick Candles .... and Much More!

Buy 4 Cigars Get 1 FREE 10 % Any Gift

Of equal or less value. Not to be combined with OFF Pu rChase

any other coupons or offers.

Not to be combined with any other coupons or offers.
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We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
Hearing Instruments Specialists
Cadll today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

amplisound ™

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 « PUTNAM, CT

Let us check your Medicare supplement
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider
for most major insurance companies.

K=l @® www.amplisound.com | f

Living well and looking good
Homemade ‘foot box’ relieves night cramps

By Keith Roach, M.D.

DEAR DR. ROACH: 1 am a very
healthy 74-year-old male. [ am
not on any medications and
enjoy normal blood pressure
and great stats from my regu-
lar bloodwork. I weigh 140
pounds and have been exer-
cising every day faithfully for
decades.

A couple of years ago, I
started getting cramps in both
legs throughout the night. My
toes would curl down and my
entire leg would get stiff; the
pain was horrible. I had a ter-
rible time “walking it off,” and
very often when I finally got it
to pass, as soon as | got back
in bed the whole thing would
start all over again. Some-
times [ would go a few nights
without having a problem, but
there was always the fear that
I would have another episode.
I read online advice to get the
weight of the sheet and cov-
ers off the feet. I took a strong
cardboard box and sleep with
my feet in the open end of the
box. The first time I got in bed

Support your community business
Personal Service and Big Savings!

e

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT

Call to set up yours!

New England Home Cabinetry LLC
76 Lake Street, Webster, MA 01570

508-344-5860

www.nehcab.com

Post-Acute Rehab * Long-Term Care  Orthopedic Rehab
Wound Care * Pulmonary Care ¢ Cardiac & Stroke Recovery

312 Millbury Ave.
Millbury, MA 01527
www.careonemillbury.com

508.793.0088

CAREONE

QAt Millbury

with this rigged up, it felt very
strange not having anything
on my bare feet, but eventu-
ally I got used to it. The re-
markable news is that I have
not had a single epi-
sode since fabricat-
ing the box over six
months ago. - G.K.
ANSWER: 1 appreci-
ate your writing in.
I have had many
patients use a box
during sleep for
acute gout, where
even a sheet on top of the af-
fected toe can be exquisitely
painful, but I had not heard
this used for nocturnal leg
cramps. Some patients have
noticed that the symptoms
do seem to be started or ex-
acerbated by the weight of
blankets.

Before resorting to that, I
recommend regular exercise,
even a few minutes of riding a

To your
good
health

stationary bicycle before bed
can help. Couple that with
regular stretching of the calf
and hamstring muscles and
adequate hydration. Although
many readers ask
about it, I do not
recommend quinine
for most people, and
it's quite rare for the
cause to be distur-
bances of sodium,
potassium, calcium
or other electro-
lytes. B complex
vitamins and magnesium are
helpful in some people, but
[ restrict iron to people with
proven iron deficiency.

If all else fails, prescription
medications such as vera-
pamil may be helpful.
Bladder tumors
DEAR DR. ROACH: I'm get-
ting low grade tumors in my
bladder. I just had my second
operation after the Bacillus

Summer yard sales

The Helping Hand summer
yard sales schedule has
been announced. The time
of each sale is 8 am to noon.
The dates include June 5
and June 19, July 10 and July
24, August 7 and August 21,

and September 11. The yard
sales are held at Dodge Cha-
pel, 81 Hammond Hill Road,
Charlton. To donate call Deb
5089870708, Annette 508-
3477596, or Judy 508-248-
5580.

Reach everyone in Auburn, Charlton,
Dudley, Oxford, and Webster
ads@theyankeexpress.com

THE

COUNSELING CENTER

AT MILLEURY, MA

Calmette-Guerin treatment
didn’t work. I read that tu-
mors can’t grow in an alkaline
environment. Should 1 eat
vegetables, like broccoli and
sprouts? Also, would vitamin
E and selenium be helpful? -
R.G.

ANSWER: 1t is true that hav-
ing an acid urine pH is a risk
factor for bladder cancer.
Many fruits and vegetables
make urine pH more alkaline,
whereas meat and dairy make
the urine more acid. Smoking
also makes the urine more
acid.

Eating more fruits and veg-
etables (and abstaining from
smoking) will help reduce
recurrence of bladder can-
cer, though I'm not sure it’s
through urine acidity. Please
don’t stop your doctor’s rec-
ommendations, though, as diet
alone is not adequate therapy
for bladder cancer.

A 2012 study found no ben-
efit in selenium and vitamin E
on prevention of bladder can-
cer. It’s unlikely to be signifi-
cantly effective in treatment.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is un-
able to answer individual ques-
tions, but will incorporate them
in the column whenever possible.
Readers may email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.cor-
nell.edu. (c) 2021 North America
Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved

CLOSE TO HOME

World-Class Substance Abuse &
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible
scheduling during day and evening hours.

CALL NOW (508) 785-4990
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WCAC Head Start now enrolling; openings available
for early education and care for birth to age five

SOUTHBRIDGE/WEBSTER -
Worcester Community Action
Council’s Head Start program
is actively recruiting with en-
rollment now available for fall
2021 for children birth to age
five. The center based pre-
school program for ages 3-5 is
available in Southbridge and
Webster, while a home based
program serves expectant
mothers and children from
birth to age three.

Head Start offers a dynamic
program to get young children
ready for kindergarten, with
a strong focus on language,
literacy, social and emotional
development. Breakfast, lunch
and a healthy snack are served
daily, with both full-day and
half-day, yearround and
school-year classrooms avail-
able. WCAC operates a total of
ten classrooms - six located at
25 Cole Avenue in Southbridge
and four at 116 School Street in
Webster. All classrooms are
nationally accredited by the
National Association for the
Education of Young Children
(NAEYC), with services pro-
vided at no charge to families
meeting income-eligible guide-
lines.

The Early Head Start pro-
gram provides comprehen-
sive services within a family’s
home with developmentally
appropriate activities, weekly
home visits and group social-
izations to ensure a baby is
achieving milestones. With a
focus on involving the parent
or the primary care giver in
the education of their child,
weekly home visits provide
the opportunity for parenting
support, education as well as

community referrals. Early
Intervention services are pro-
vided when needed.

WCAC Executive Director
Marybeth Campbell noted
that the agency has been op-
erating Head Start programs
in southern Worcester Coun-
ty for more than a quarter of
a century. “WCAC has a long
history of providing high qual-
ity education and care for
children and families. While
many aspects of life remain
uncertain due to the ongoing
pandemic, we want the com-
munity - particularly families
with age-eligible children - to
know that we stand ready
to continue to provide a dy-
namic curriculum wrapped
in supportive and caring ser-
vices, in a safe and nurturing
environment,” Campbell said.

WCAC Head Start Co-Di-
rector Kathleen Dow said,
“WCAC Head Start and Early
Head Start is a unique com-
prehensive, all-inclusive early
education and care program,
which offers meals, health
and developmental screen-
ings, referrals for special edu-

cation services
and family sup-
port from prena-
tal to Kindergar-

famllles to reach g
for their own in-
dividual  goals
and achieve suc- |
cess.”

WCAC’s early
education and &
care programs [ ff o
are presently
operating at a
reduced capac-
ity for social
distancing pur-
poses and in
adherence to all public health
and safety guidelines. Forced
to close in March 2020 when
the COVID19 pandemic first
struck, WCAC’s classrooms
reopened in June and have
been serving approximately
100 children ever since. De-
pendent upon the state’s ever
changing Early Education and
Care guidelines, WCAC hopes
to return closer to its licensed
capacity of 203 come fall.

WCAC’s program openings

Standing guard - protect
what you’ve worked for

are available for income
eligible families residing in
Brookfield, Charlton, Doug-
las, Dudley, E. Brookfield,
Leicester Millbury, Oxford,
Spencer, Southbridge, Stur-
bridge, Warren, and Web-
ster. WCAC’s early educa-
tion and care programs are
licensed by the Massachu-
setts Department of Early
Education and Care and ac-
credited by the National As-
sociation for the Education
of Young Children.

COX

GENERAC

ELECTRIC
www.coxelectricri.com

WE ARE A FACTORY CERTIFIED GENERAC POWERPRO DEALER
AUTHORIZED SALES DEALER * AUTOMATIC STANDBY & PORTABLE GENERATORS

217 Main St e Oxford, MA

508-499-0997

We offer sales and service for
all of Generac’s Products.

Everything from
portable generators
to whole home and
business automatic
standby genera-
tors! We have Gen-
erac factory trained
and certified
technicians ready
to work on your
generator ASAP!

Generac HomeStandbyGeneratorf' _—_—m—mEmEmEmEmEms=a

SH0[og

Callus to arrangea 1
1
1
I ANY NEW SERVICE CONTRACT
1
1
k

complimentary quote
for a new installation
or upgrade at your
home or business
today!

MUST PRESENT THIS AD. MAY NOT BE
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

EXPIRES 6/30/21 YX

You've worked hard to provided for your family. Whether you're
approaching retirement or recently retired, your focus may be-
gin to shift from building your financial foundation to protecting
the financial resources you’ve created for you and your family.

Standing guard: protect what you've worked for shares ways
you can address key risks you may encounter and strategies to
help prepare for the unexpected.

This program will be a webinar held via Zoom. The date is
Wednesday, June 9, from 6-7 p.m. Speaker/presenter is Dennis
Antonopoulos, Financial Advisor for Edward Jones (Auburn)
and Attorney Brenda Rivard.

To register please call Karen Rieser at 508-832-5385 or email
Karen.rieser@edwardjones.com by June 8, to receive the Zoom
link. This a part of a monthly webinar series held on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month.

DUMAS

Decorating Center
CARPET « WOOD + VINYL « WALLPAPER « PAINT

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT
860-923-9619
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm ¢ Sat 9am-Noon
Evenings by Appointment

6 Do Fabdal e

CHARLTON MANOR

REST HOME / ASSISTED LIVING

Wo cam helpy.. W cane.

MICHAEL D. TURPIN, President

Taking Applications

Don't overpay for false promises. We will provide the care
your loved one deserves. We are the affordable choice.

12 Town Farm Road, Charlton, MA
Tel. 508-248-5136 » Cell 978-314-2290

Fax 508-248-6445

Debra Fitts, Manager
DFitts.cmrh@gmail.com
www.charltonmanorresthome.com

HARVEST MOON

HEALTH FOODS LLC

Rt. 21 « Unit #4 « Colonial Plaza « Putnam, CT
www.harvestmoonhealthfoods.net
Hours: Mon-Wed. 10am-6pm ¢ Thurs.-Sat. 10am-5pm ¢ Sun.11am-3pm

Seasonal Allergies  Options to prescription
medications. Free from s1de effects.

( ERGY RELIEF | "
- Pty B By By 0
I T Guflasen
ALTERGY Ay T i =
: RhinAllergy
" . -, - et o
— 18 qr l-l-l--l:: :r—'—-c-.u_._._ w
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bioAllers* (@ & ... S A&f_"’;-'_

Check us out on
We accept all major credit cards

Gift Certificates facebook

Available!

0-928-2352

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing,
Personal Care, Case Management,
Recreation, Nutrition
and Transportation Services.

Homey, Fun, Secure, Safe, Clean

CDC/MA COVID-19 Compliant

Ultraviolet Air Cleaning System

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that
she was no longer able to live by herself; | was in desperate need of help and

found it with the folks at Accord. -Marcia T
10 Cudworth Road - Webster, MA 01570 A

o aores Sccord

www.accorddaycenter.com I] ADULT DAY CENITER
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WEBSTER - The Webster-

Hummingbird Feeders Dudley-Chamber of Com-
‘B"-d Baths & \ merce invites local busi-

3 nesses to attend its 2021
and MUCh More( 'f Annual Meeting, to be held

Back! June 8 from 5:30- 7:30 p.m.
at the Samuel Slater Experi-
ence in Webster.

This will be the first public
event hosted at the museum,
which will open officially
this summer. Attendees at
the Chamber’s Annual Meet-
ing will be given preview
tours of the interactive, 4-D,
exhibits, which tell the story
of Samuel Slater, known as
the Father of the American
Industrial Revolution, and
the textile manufacturing

4 Cedar Street, Sturbridge, MA
508-347-BIRD

Samuel Slater Experience
to host WDO Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting June 8

that made Webster a boom-
town in the 1800s.

The formal Chamber meet-
ing will be held outside in
a tent on the lawn at the
Samuel Slater Experience,
allowing social networking
while social distancing. The
agenda includes a review of
the past year by Chamber
President Ross Lavoie, and
the election of members of
the Board of Directors for
2021.

To register, go to wdoch-
amberma.org or email direc-
tor John Milas at director@
wdochamberma.com, or call
508-943-9700. Member fee is
$25, non-members $30. Cash

bar and appetizers, catered
by Samuel Slater Restaurant.
Sponsors for the event are
Webster Five and Aubuchon
Hardware.

The Samuel Slater Experi-
ence is at 31 Ray Street, Web-
ster.

About the Chamber:

The Webster-Dudley-Oxford
Chamber of Commerce is
an affiliate of the Worcester
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, giving WDO mem-
bers of the benefits of the
regional association.

About the Samuel Slater
FExperience:

Visit the website at www.
samuelslaterexperience.org.

INSATION
TECHNOLOGIES

b

AL T pep—

i P e Vi

INSTALL ON:

» Fire Stick
| » Android Devices

» |OS Devices
» Mobile Devices
 Streaming Devices
* SmartTV
» Computers
 Tablets

b ¥ /A -
._ i ‘.i-'j j IIHIfl::ﬁ*. L:[5.-__‘1.--

www.InsationTV.com

No more cable bill!

508.422.0477

31 Thompson Rd., Unit 2, Webster, MA
info@insationtech.com * www.insationtech.com

Mon-Wed
9AM-5PM

Thurs & Fri
9AM-6PM
Sat 9AM-2PM

Sunday 9:00-10:00 am
Tuesday 5:00-6:30 pm

Tuesday 7:00-8:00 pm
Tuesday 8:15-9:15 pm
Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm

Thursday 6:00 pm-6:45 pm

Thursday 7:00-8:00 pm
Friday 6:00-7:00 pm
FI!'.il!.‘l:. S=00-9:00 pm
Saturday T:00-8:30 pm

Jamce (PJ) at

coach

Opening the Word Peer Recovery Center, Inc.
174 South Main Street, Webster, MA

A Place to Meet, to be Encouraged, and to Embrace Sober
Living

Weekly Schedule of Meetings and Activities

aties are free of charge. Just need o talk with

ar recovery or that of a loved one? Call Pastor
330-8073. She can meet with vou o person
or by phone or arrange for vou to speak with a peer recovery

Mever hesitate to reach out!

Gambler’s Anonymous
Sober Hikes (locations vary
weskly—check FB page for
||'.'l.:li!_-.'

Recovery Bible Study

All Recovery Meeting
Recovery Yoga

Workout with Rachel Adams
ut Fitforvou Studio

Loved Ones Support Group
Recovery Art class

“WVision of Hope"—NA mig,
Muszic in Recovery

™

HE MEADOWS

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Short-Term Rehabilitation « Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays « Respite Care

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway e Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800 ¢ www.vhmeadows.com
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Congratulations
to Sharon Sterczala,
the lucky winner of a
$100 Gift Card to
Bentley Pub, and
Kathy Menn wins
the $100 Gift Card
to Harvest Moon
Health Foods.

Thank you to all
who entered.

WITH OUR GIFT CARD GIVE-A-WAYS!

NEW CONTESTS ANNOUNCED EVERY TWO WEEKS!

Explore our new website TheYankeeXpress.com
and enter to win a $100 gift card to either

or

AUTO DETAIL

218 Worcester St., Grafton 503 Washington St., Auburn

One entry per dayl/per person. Contest open April 23 - May 20, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on May 21.

gy | . -
CANTINA GRILL

41 Worcester Road, Webster 270 Sand Dam Road, Thompson, CT

SCAN HERE
TO ENTER!

One entry per day/per person. Contest open May 14 - June 10, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on June 11.

TheYankeeXpress
BLACKSTONE VALLEYXp ress

TheYankeeXpress.com
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Dresser Hill Ice Cream goes for $450,000
at foreclosure auction

By Rod Lee

As expected, the foreclosure
sale of Dresser Hill Ice Cream
and Seafood in Charlton took
only a matter of minutes, after
Auctioneer Paul Zekos dis-
posed of the preliminaries on

the chilly and breezy morning
of April 12.

In the half hour or so before
the eleven o’clock transac-
tion began, people with bid
paperwork in their hands

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

ebste
@#f

908-943-4300

154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA  sterling Realty Building

Souvenirs
Sweatshirts & Tees

__;\—__éﬁk Postcards * Hats

Jackets ® Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

behind Wind Tiki in the = f;:“l

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

stood around speculating on
what the sale price would
end up being. Only Tim Du-
gas, whose family owns and
operates The Clambox in
Brookfield (also on the auc-
tion block, later that day) and
Teneille Chaisson of Dresser
Hill Ice Cream and Seafood
seemed not to share in the
excitement that prevailed.

“l wish it wasn’t going to
happen,” Ms. Chaisson said,
as she paced back and forth in
front of one of South County’s
most popular venues. Her
equipment as lease holder
of the property sat inside the
building, which was closed.
Her restaurant was known not
only for ice cream but also

Kitchen De_mgn

[PLYWOOD

PLUS

The PLUS i bo wuch more...

- l(!tchen Cabmets Pmc MoIdmg

« Doors

Windows - Hardwood Floors - Custom Orders - Hardware

Family Cramed and Operated

F1 Merllat Dealer in Worcesher County

Ruilder's Premium Supnlier

'CLOSE MY PORCH

Free Kilchen rk*mgn
Defivery Avallable

Personalized Customer Care

THERMANTRU

sandwiches—the Sailor’s Spe-
cial, the Bacon Buccaneer, the
Philly Shipyard—and more.

The sale actually included
all of the following: a two-
story barn-style building with
an arcade area, an automo-
tive garage, a warehouse,
overhead doors and upstairs
office space; and the smaller
structure, which functions as
the ice cream and seafood en-
terprise at the top of Dresser
Hill-with panoramic views
looking west.

“I have interest in this prop-
erty,” Mr. Dugas said (he
eventually wasn’t a factor in
the bidding, however). “I own
and operate The Clambox and
I have a lease there for the
next three years. My whole
family works for me in Brook-
field. I own the lot next to [The
Clambox, on South Maple St.]
and will build a new place on
that lot if it doesn’t work out
for me today.

“It's nerve wracking, wait-
ing,” Mr. Dugas said. “I feel
bad for Teneille.”

Shortly after 11:00, Mr. Ze-
kos welcomed those in atten-
dance—about twenty or twen-
ty-five people—and launched
into a reading of “The Memo-
randum of Sale” and then
“The Legal Notice of Sale.”
He explained that a $10,000
deposit would be required on
the spot with another $10,000
due “within forty-eight hours.”
A closing would occur within
forty-five days, he said. There
are taxes and “muni liens” to
deal with too.

Paul Zekos of Zekos Group Auctioneers reads “The Memo-
randum of Sale” before bidding began for the Dresser Hill
Ice Cream and Seafood property in Charlton on April 12.

“This is a nice income prop-
erty and a landmark here in
the town of Charlton,” Mr.
Zekos said, as an enticement
to get his audience primed for
a quick sale. The asking price
started just below $200,000
but quickly escalated. At one
point early on Mr. Zekos re-
minded the crowd that “this
property will not be here to-
morrow.” That immediately
pushed bids to $325,000,
$385,000 and $400,000. When
interest seemed to be waning
as the price tag crept higher,
Mr. Zekos said to one bid-
der “what the hell is another
$10,000;” and to another “an
ice cream cone costs more
than that here!”

His strategy worked. Mi-
chael Madulka, who owns
an ice cream shop on Lake
Quinsigamond in Worcester,
wound up registering the win-
ning bid—at $450,000. Mad-
ulka’s, on Lake Ave., offers
“ice cream, yogurt, soft serve,
sundaes “and everything in
between.”

“He got a good deal,” Mr.

Do you have a porch with ripped screens
or have to staple plastic up to keep the WEATHER OUT!

-

Zekos said, as he put his
clipboard away. He had de-
scribed the auction in ad-
vance as “the opportunity of
a lifetime for someone.”

As he finished placing his
deposit, Mr. Madulka was ap-
proached by a man from Gib-
son’s Dairy Farm, who said to
him, “I wanted you to know
we supply the ice cream for
Dresser Hill. I hope you’ll
think about keeping Dresser
Hill going. The ice cream part
of it is a lucrative business.”

“Yes, what are your im-
mediate plans?” Mr. Madulka
was asked, as he considered a
response to the inquiry from
Gibson’s.

“To come up with the rest
of the money!” he said, laugh-
ing.

Then, hardly pausing,
he said “I will keep it as ice
cream. | think I'm going to
call it ‘Madulka’s Ice Cream
on Dresser Hill.”

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

4 Eze-Breeze is a 4 track 10-mil vinyl glazing that gives the benefit of glass without the cost or weight.
It’s as transparent as glass, but not as heavy. Or expensive. Or susceptible to cracking or breaking.
if accidentally pushed or distorted, the tough 10-mil vinyl will return to its original shape within minutes.

More pictures and info at:

propertyproconstruction.com

AUBURN, MA

508-889-6363
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Nichols College names Bryant University
provost as its eighth president

DUDLEY - Glenn M. Sul-
masy, JD, LL.M, acclaimed
international law and national
security expert with experi-
ence in academics, law, and
government service, has been
named the eighth president of
Nichols College. He succeeds
Susan West Engelkemeyer,
Ph.D., who will retire at the
end of this academic year fol-
lowing a decade at the helm of
Nichols.

Sulmasy comes to Nichols
with 24 years in higher educa-
tion, most recently as provost
and chief academic officer
of Bryant University. He will
begin his tenure as Nichols
president on July 1.

“President-elect  Sulmasy
brings a distinguished record
of administrative leadership
and academic achievement
to Nichols. He is uniquely
qualified to build on the suc-
cess Nichols has experienced
under President Engelkemey-
er’s leadership and drive us
further toward a position of
greater regional and national
prominence,” said John H.
Davis '72, chair of the Nichols
College Board of Trustees.

“l am honored to join the
Nichols College community
as its eighth president,” said
Sulmasy. “The Nichols repu-
tation of offering a dynamic
and results-oriented business
and leadership education has
grown measurably stronger
under the leadership of Presi-
dent Engelkemeyer and is per-
fectly positioned to continue
its trajectory. I look forward
to working with the Board of
Trustees, faculty, and staff
to expand opportunities for
Nichols students to learn,
lead, and succeed...Discere,
Duces, Stabit!”

The appointment follows
a six-month national search.
Davis thanked the Presiden-
tial Search Committee, led
by Trustee Randy Becker
’83 MBA 96, for its thorough

and collaborative work. “The
search for a new president of
Nichols College drew an im-
pressive pool of accomplished
candidates, and the Commit-
tee worked tirelessly and ef-
ficiently to narrow the field,
conduct interviews, and rec-
ommend the best candidate
to the Board of Trustees,” he
said.

Sulmasy has served as the
number two official of Bryant
University since 2015, with
primary responsibility for
managing undergraduate and
graduate academic programs,
curriculum, and chairing the
Academic Review Board. He
oversees more than 1,100 fac-
ulty and staff members and
an operating budget of $144

million. During his tenure,
he initiated and implemented
several academic programs,
including a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Data Science, a Digital
Marketing Program, a fully ac-
credited Physician Assistant
Program, a Graduate Cer-
tificate in Innovative Health
Care Leadership and an on-
line MBA.

He also successfully direct-
ed Bryant’s recent reaccredi-
tation by the New England
Commission of Higher Educa-
tion, and 2019 reaccreditation
by AACSB International, the
Association to Advance Col-
legiate Schools of Business.
Sulmasy has been a law pro-
fessor at the U.S. Naval War
College and the U.S. Coast

LB

& Office Supplies

Shipping made easy!

* Packing
* Shipping
* Packaging
Materials
* Fax, Copies & Printing
* Document Scanning
* Mailbox Rental , .5’ -ﬁ{
* Office Suppllesjp |

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm

Saturday 9am-1pm ¢ Closed Sunday
626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam, CT 06260

860-963-7815

ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com
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146 SW ,(-‘;i'ﬁoff, Worcester
Open 7 days * 508-873-4408

M-F: 10:30 am to 6 pm e« Sat.-Sun. close 4:30 pm
www.growersfarmersworld.com

Perennials, Annuals, Vegetable Plants and Herbs guaranteed to
grow in our area because they are direct from the farmer!

Memorial Day Boxes
Made by us daily

www.growersfarmersworld.com # 7]

n facebook.ware.worcesterma

Retail &
Wholesale
Vegetables

& Fruit

Guard Academy, where he
led the Department of Human-
ities, and additionally was a
lecturer at the UConn School
of Law, Roger Williams Law
School, UC Berkeley School
of Law, and Harvard Univer-
sity. He is a visiting fellow
at George Mason University
School of Law.

In addition to lecturing ex-
tensively on the law of armed
conflict, international law,
and national security mat-
ters, he is widely published
on national security matters,
and serves as a subject mat-
ter expert/commentator. He
has been featured in the Los

* Basement Remodels ¢ 3-Season Rooms
* Additions ¢ Decks
* Roofs * Windows

* Siding * Gutters

BUY NOW PAY LATER |

Angeles Times, on CBS News
Radio, National Public Radio,
CNN International, US News
& World Report, the New
York Times, the San Francisco
Chronicle, Al-Jazeera Amer-
ica, MSNBC, Fox News, and
numerous other national me-
dia outlets. He is the author of
“The National Security Court
System - A Natural Evolution
of Justice in an Age of Ter-
or” (2009) and co-editor of
“International Law Challeng-
es — Homeland Security and
Combating Terrorism” (2005).
Sulmasy was educated at the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy,
the University of Baltimore

A+ Rating
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Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M

School of Law, UC Berkeley
School of Law, and the Har-
vard Kennedy School.

He and his wife, Marla, have
seven children and reside in
0Old Lyme, Conn.

* Gutter Cleaning
* Handicap Accessible e
IN THE BUSINESS
Ramps it

Wells Fargo Financing Available

0% INTEREST OPTIONS

Locally owned & family operated for over 35 years.

R&S REMODELERS a08-943-1703

www.regiscontractors.com e regiscontractors@gmail.com
*Lead Safe EPA / RRP Certified *GAF Certified Roofing contractor *Residential & Commercial * Licensed in MA & CT
* Fully Insured * MA Lic#CS072324 « CT Lic. HIC#0564343

TOW 1T -

DRIVE IT -

DRAG IT

WE WANT YOUR VEHICLE

Excel

Recycling, LLC.

Gash Money For Your Serap

WANTS
YOUR

- Aluminum - Copper

- Auto Rads - Electric Motors
- Batteries -Lead

- Brass - Steel

- Cars - & More...

17 Griffin Road

* GRAND RE-OPENING Charlton, MA

508-636-2780
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. ONLYFULL
SERVICE LAB
IN THE AREA

Cardio to go program

Auburn Recreation and Culture will sponsor a pro-
gram: Cardio to go mornings starting May 17, on Mon-
days and Thursdays 6:30- 7:30 am at the Dr. Arthur
and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex, 203.5
Pakachoag Street.

The program lasts five weeks with two classes a
week $50 or drop in $8. Please wear sneakers, bring
a hand towel and water. Pre-registration required.
Please email or call Kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us
508-755-3291.

Cardio to go is designed for all of levels of fitness
and consists of functional movements choreographed
to music. It is a great way to burn calories, increase
strength, improve cardiovascular endurance as well
as improve the ability to function throughout various
ranges of movement.

Pati has a passion for group fitness that spans over

three decades. Her goal is to motivate others to enjoy
fitness as much as she does and make it a way of life. She
is an ACE certified group fitness instructor with a back-
ground in STEP, PiYo, Group Power, Group Fight, Kick-
boxing, Barre, HIIT, cardio aerobics, and indoor cycling.

1/2 Prlce
or °40 off

Complete Pair

*Higher Price Prevails.
Expires 5/31/21

Gorrerstore Greationrs
HOME & GARDEN CONCRETE ART
71 Main St., Sturbridge, MA « 508-347-0888

¢ Benches ¢ Birdbaths ¢ Statuary ¢ Wall Hangings ¢ Gargoyles
¢+ Stepping Stones ¢ Memorial Stones & Markers ¢ Books ¢ Angels
DR. RENEE GOMEZ ¢ Fairies & Fairie Doors ¢ Dragons ¢ Gnomes ¢ Incense & Holders
¢ Buddhas ¢ Greenmen & Greenwomen ¢ Goddesses ¢ Toads & Frogs
109-6 Masonic Home Rd., + Celtic Crosses ¢ Suns & Moons.....Plus so much more!
Charliton, MA 01507 " L ?‘
www.charltonoptical.com [ Visit our NEW LOCATION

71 Main St.,

Sturbridge, MA
<= Open Thurs. - Sun. 10a.m. - 6p.m

R.D.O. PETER MALY

CHARLTON
OPTICAL

Hours: Mon. 9-6; Tues. 10-6; Wed. 10-5; Thurs. 10-7:00; Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9-2

: —r— SAME DAY SERVICE
i | 508-248-1188

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)
Single-tooth implants | Full-mouth reconstruction
Computer-Guided Surgery | 3D Cone-Beam X-ray
Crowns | Veneers | Advanced Esthetics

whitinsville
family dentistry

(508) 234-8107

12 Prospect Street
Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo's Before and Afters?

See them when they're brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

& @dr.jasontubo

Real People. Real Results.

See more of Jen’s case and more
REAL Before and After cases
actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .




Over 20 shows already announced for 2021 season

WEBSTER - Indian Ranch un-
veiled its 75th Anniversary
Season and announced a
multi-year partnership with
Mike’s Hard Lemonade to
present the Mike’s Hard Lem-
onade Summer Concert Series
in Webster.

Five new shows have been
added to 75th Anniversary
Season including Marty Stuart
and his Fabulous Superlatives
on July 31, Tower of Power
on August 15, Marc Martel on
September 4, Kip Moore on
September 26, and 38 Special
on October 9 as part of the
Mike’s Hard Lemonade Sum-
mer Concert Series. Tickets
for these shows are on sale
now.

“Mike’s Hard Lemonade is
excited to be the presenting
sponsor of Indian Ranch live
music venue. In their rich
75 year history, they have
brought music, good times,
and a friendly atmosphere to
Massachusetts. We are opti-
mistic that our partnership
will only elevate the happi-
ness this venue brings to our
consumers, and we can’t wait
to see you at a show in the
near future,”said Doug Bai-
ley, Mike’s Hard Lemonade
Regional Marketing Manager
- Northeast.

In 1946, a local Native
American promoter created a
humble resort called Indian
Ranch. He booked live enter-
tainment which initially con-
sisted of vaudeville acts, plays
and hillbilly music.

The stage was taken from a
showboat and patrons sat on
wooden logs. In the 1950s and
60s, entertainment included

75 TH ANNIVERSARY

well-known TV personalities
such as Rex Trailer and Bozo
the Clown. In the 1970s, it
started to focus on nationally
known country music artists,
later expanding its current
repertoire of country, classic
rock, pop, roots rock, blues,
and acoustic music.

Over time the property was
developed into a seasonal
campground, a function hall
was added for banquets and
weddings, the Indian Princess
was acquired for boat cruises,
and most recently, Samuel
Slater’s Restaurant opened its
doors in summer 2018.

The 3000-capacity venue
offers music lovers a chance
to see some of the greatest
country, classic rock and
pop bands steps from Lake
Chargoggagoggmanchaugga-
goggchaubunagungamaugg.
Nestled between pine trees,
the amphitheater offers the
ability to see the stage from
anywhere in the audience.

“The 75th anniversary sea-
son will be very special. We're
excited to get back to present-
ing live music and welcome
Mike’s Hard Lemonade to the
Indian Ranch family for the up-
coming concert seasons,” said
Suzette Coppola, president of
Indian Ranch. “Indian Ranch
has been a family business
since it opened over seven
decades ago. We have hosted
country legends like Johnny
Cash, Willie Nelson and Char-
lie Daniels who played here
27 times. Indian Ranch has
also been the launching pad
for emerging country artists
working their way to stardom
including Toby Keith, Brad

Paisley, LeAnn Rimes, Keith
Urban, Kenny Chesney, and
Blake Shelton. In recent years,
we’'ve added rock and pop
artists to the lineups including
acts like Barenaked Ladies,
Huey Lewis, Pat Benatar and
fan favorites like The Mav-
ericks and Get The Led Out.
It's only fitting that we will be
reopening with one of our big-
gest schedules ever.”

The Mike’s Hard Lemonade
Summer Concert Series at In-
dian Ranch will kick off with
local showcases featuring Je-
diah with Brevity on May 1,
and Mychael David on May
8. The season continues with,
Chris Janson on July 10, Get
the Led Out on July 24, Ziggy
Marley on July 25, Jamey
Johnson August 1, Justin
Moore August 7, Grand Funk
Railroad on August 8, ABBA
The Concert on August 13,
Yacht Rock Revue on August
21, Foreigner on August 26,
Josh Turner on August 28, Lo-
cal Countryfest on September
11, The Mavericks on Septem-
ber 12, Los Lobos on Septem-
ber 18, George Thorogood &
The Destroyers on September
19, and the Pike Hair Fest on
September 25. More shows
will be announced soon.

All shows in the 2021 Mike’s
Hard Lemonade Summer Con-
cert Series at Indian Ranch
will follow state and local
guidelines in place at the time
of the event regarding capaci-
ties, social distancing, and
other safety measures. Indian
Ranch continues to monitor
the changing guidelines and
will provide continuous up-
dates regarding these policies

Nefo Lugland
ﬁﬁwk and Seafond

PRIME RIB AND STEAKS

-Prepared over our open pit-

FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS

CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES
APPETIZERS « SALADS « SOUPS
COMBINATION DINNERS
KIDS VALUE MEALS (12 & UNDER)

TRY OUR FAMOUS Cinnamon Rolls & Chowder

Lunch: Wed-Thurs-Fri Open 11:30am Dinner: Daily 3:00pm to close

Sunday Noon to close - Closed Tuesdays

Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years

508-478-0871 « 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon I

See Our Menu on our website
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

=l -2 =3

o
GOURMET.
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for each event.

Tickets for the Mike’s Hard
Lemonade Summer Concert
Series at Indian Ranch are
available online at www.in-
dianranch.com, by calling
1-800-514-ETIX (3849) or at
the Indian Ranch Box Office.
Tickets for Marty Stuart and
his Fabulous Superlatives on
July 31, Tower of Power on
August 15, Marc Martel on
September 4, Kip Moore on
September 26, and 38 Special
on October 9 go on sale now.
The Indian Ranch Box Office
is currently open Wednesdays
and Saturdays from 10:00 a.m.
- 3:00 p.m. All events are rain
or shine. No refunds. Indian
Ranch is located at 200 Gore
Road in Webster. For more
information, visit www.indian-
ranch.com.

The Publick House is now open

for your dining enjoyment.
Indoor and Qutdoor seating available.

Open Wednesday thru Sunday for the start
and will gradually increase to 7 days a week
as the weather improves.

277 Main Street, Stm'bridge, MA 01566

508-347-3313 ® www.publickhouse.com

“Best BIG BreakfasBArouna

-DAILY SPECIAL-
2 Eggs, Home Fries, =~
Toast and Coffee - ]
$6.95 +taX ':-____;_ )

no substitutes

%k %k %k *STARS ON FACEBOOK

Come m and see our new
\ more “cozy’ atmosphere

mltj!/l/lmn('laﬁe

129 E. Main St., Webster, ° 508-949"0323

o

. WEACCEPT
ALL MAJOR
CREDIT CARDS

BT

Sun-Thurs: 1la-10p L |

Fri-Sat: fla-11p !

MexicalisFreshMex.com |
Dine In & Takeout!

Gift
Certificates
Available

Buy any lunch or dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or
lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party.
Not combinable with other offers or specials. Offer expires 5-31-21

INDOOR DINING

Outdoor dining now available Take-out Always Available

Online orders with pickup or delivery

"41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA * 508-461-5070
Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex Like Us! ﬂ
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Restaurant review

Mykonos Café & Bakery is a dream come true
A & D Pizzeria and Pub Rkicks it up a notch and renovates

By Janet Stoica

A short trip to Millbury could
be your most rewarding 2021
adventure since we've all
started to wander out of our
homes lately.

The first stop might be the
recently opened Mykonos
Café & Bakery on Elm Street,
possibly the most spectacular
bakery in the area.

This unique, relaxing place
takes you into its arms with
the heavenly aromas of freshly
baked croissants, rolls, and muf-

fins and scores of American,
Greek, and Italian pastries, that
make it difficult to pick just one.
Of course, you cannot and will
not pick just one...please, have
two, or even take some of these
delectable confections home to
your family and friends.

Also look for the spanakopita
(spinach pie), the baklava, spin-
ach and feta calzones, cheese
pies, koulouria (sesame and
honey sweets), kataifi (walnuts
served in a finely stranded pas-

try), saragli (rolled baklava with
spices and nuts), sizeable cin-
namon rolls, fruit macaroons,
cannolis, cheese pies, cheese-
cake rounds, eclairs, and Dan-
ish, altogether the wonderful
display of an artful bakery at its
finest.

Bagel varieties are plentiful
from plain to sesame to French
toast with or without butter or
cream cheese varieties.

For breakfast, try the avo-
cado toast, which is made with

r

NOW HIRING
Call or Apply
in Person!

F RN
f—

“0=—0

~\

CURRENT HOURS —
Monday to Saturday 7am-7pm
Sunday 8am-6pm

NEW ENGLAND
CONVENIENCE

Milk, Eggs, Bread, Snacks, ATM, Lottery, Cigarettes,
Tobacco, Cigars and Smoking Accessories.

WE HAVE THE CYEAPEST
ClEARIEITIES 1R TowINIGY

65 James Street » Worcester, MA 01603 (774) 530-6966

S 5 m @ﬁ - %f

“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation”

- Worcester Telegram & Gazette

ZAGAT RATED 2016

EMZI ERS' CH IIICE
best restaurants

1.2.8.8.8/

American Fusion Cuisine

fresh-sliced avocado, one or
two eggs on your choice of
bread (my choice was a flaky
croissant), and, if you like,
bacon or sausage. The bread
is lightly drizzled with olive
oil and sprinkled with hot
pepper flakes, just enough to
give it a kick. You are in flavor
town heaven, make no mistake
about it.

For lunch, try one of the sev-
eral daily soups, perhaps their
signature Greek lemon soup.

Mykonos Café & Bakery
presents a neat, clean, and
charming environment for their
customers to enjoy. Sure, take
your laptop or iPad here to
work, play, or read and settle
into one of the high-back chairs
by the large front windows, the
comfy upholstered chairs, or a
centered table.

I haven’t seen a bake shop
like this since the days of
Lederman’s and Widoff's on
Water Street in Worcester,
which brings me to Chris An-
drianopoulos, owner of A &
D Pizzeria and Pub, located
across the street from Mykonos
Café & Bakery and husband of
Mykonos’ owner, Sonja Andri-
anopoulos.

It seems that Chris, who
was born and brought up in
Worcester, used to visit the
Water Street bakeries when

Chris and Sonja Andrianopoulos

he was a kid. As a tribute to
his vivid recollections of those
aromatic and delightful empori-
ums, Chris now bakes wonder-
fully soft and light bulkie rolls
on the weekends for his wife’s
bakery. He also includes rolls,
breads, bagels, spinach pies,
and stuffed grape leaves while
in his baking zone.

But the full-time bakers here
are the rock stars of Mykonos
Bakery: Sonja’s parents, Nata-
sha and George Andrea. They
operated their own bakery in
Greece before emigrating to the
USA. This energetic duo has
combined their exceptional tal-
ents to bring color, variety, and
flavor to our area and you real-
ly do have to see their creations

to appreciate their art.

Sonja  Andrianopoulos is
a financial bank adviser who
works fulltime at a Boston
banking institution. She holds
a Bachelor of Science degree
in math and computer science
and an MBA from Clark Univer-
sity. She is currently working
on her PhD in finance.

Sonja and Chris met at a
dance held by St. Spyridon
Church in Worcester. Married
since 2004, they have two chil-
dren in high school.

All along she’s had a vision:
“This bakery has been my goal
for the last 10 years. [ grew up in
my parents’ bakery in Greece
and it is a pleasure to have my

Continued on next page

TE BeES

ketchup, mustar

CHILI DOG..............
homemade chili sau
Add cheese, onions.

homemade coleslaw

COMBOS),

includes chips & drink

PLAIN DOG............
d, relish, onio

’ SPRING HOURS:11am-3pm Mon.-Sat.
..$3.00
..$2.75
..... $2.75 TE OMER SRR
ONAROLL
MEATBALLS........ccccovvvvrerrennnnns
/ \ American cheese

91 Gore Road, Webster at Fish & Game
”5 $2.75 OPEN YEAR ROUND

TUNA SALAD. ..........coeeuvenneene
CHICKEN SALAD... o

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
sauteed onions & peppers

fresh, local, organic, sustainable,
artistically driven ingredients

Casual Fine Dining
inviting & contemporary bar atmosphere,
seasonal outdoor dining

\
\ -

Seafood ¢ Steak e Vegetarian ¢ Full Bar
Creative Cocktails ® Extensive Wine List
Gluten Free ¢ Inspired Daily Specials
Gift Cards Available ¢ Private Dining Room

,H!'m.':r,..ﬂ.‘ :"

~ JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR4= 6PM

Wednesday Nights - Bar Only

TWO PLAIN DOGS............... $5.50
TWO CHILI, KRAUT
OR SLAW DOGS................ $6.50
TWO TUNA, CHICKEN SALAD,
OR MEATBALL ... $7.00 L
Before placing your order, please inform your server if a person in your parfy has a food allergy

lj Check our Facebook page for specials

T\_\fDTP(TI-IEA Sy
PIZZA

Serving
Beer & Wme

29 Main St., Webster

www.northeastpizzawebster.com

508.949.3409

Fax: 508.949.0693

* PIZZAS + CALZONES * GRINDERS
* WRAPS « SALAD ¢ FISH
* CHICKEN and MORE....

/

%w-'hw-ed
JPECIALS
2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $16.99 + .

1Lg. Cheese, &
# 1Lg.Pepperoni Pizza $17-99 +x.

2 Lg. Roni Pizzas $18.99 +x

NO SUBSTITUTIONS




Continued

dream realized.”

“This used to be a drink-
ing establishment,” Chris said.
“When the former owner want-
ed to sell, I knew this would be
a good opportunity for Sonja.
When we purchased the prop-
erty last year, we completely
renovated the building, putting
in floor-to-ceiling windows at the
building front, skylights, walls,
painting, tile work, and fixtures.”

Mykonos has been open
since January 23. “We're still
looking at our menu offerings
and operations,” says Sonja.
“Soon we hope to have a grand
opening but not until we feel it's
right. We're letting our custom-
ers decide what their favorites
are, and we will focus on those
choices.”

Catering for corporate func-
tions and parties is on the
menu too.

And the name? Daughter So-
phia picked the bakery name
as it is one of the Greek islands
they all hope to visit in the near
future. Their son, George, once

had the task of peeling a 50 Ib.
sack of onions. George’s lesson
in hard labor left an impression
on him.

“This bakery is an option
for our children’s future.”
explained Sonja. “I wanted
to bring something from my
homeland here. This is a pas-
sion for me and my parents
and, frankly, I want to teach
my children work ethics and
want them to see what manual
labor is like.” Chris further
stated, “We don’t want them to
take everything for granted. We
want them to know where they
came from. Teaching them life
lessons is so important.”

Chris also described how A
& D Pizzeria and Pub was re-
cently renovated. “We updated
and redecorated our restau-
rant and bar area., We'll have
a new pub-style menu, but the
bar area is not open yet. We're
waiting for the COVID situation
to stabilize and hope to re-open
soon. We finished putting the
final touches on the bar area a
few weeks ago and will contin-

ue to make a few more updates,
including hiring more staff. We
also have a very nice function
room that can accommodate 75
patrons. Our ideas came from
many sources, including visits
to Boston’s North End and Fed-
eral Hill restaurants.”

The new bar is u-shaped, in-
cludes a seamless granite coun-
tertop, along with mahogany
wood flairs, and unique pen-
dant cylinder lighting over the
bar seating area. The pizzeria’s
restaurant is bright, orderly,
and wellit with several booths
available for diners. Its menu is
filled with appetizing selections,
including cocktails, soups and
salads, calzones, gourmet piz-
zas, specialty subs and clubs,
burgers and wraps, beef and
chicken, pasta and seafood,
desserts, plus a kids menu. “We
still serve up our prime rib spe-
cial on weekends,” says Chris,
“and weather-permitting, our
outside patio is very popular.”

The couple has given back
to the town too by sponsoring
local baseball and basketball

The Yankee Xpress « www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ May 14, 2021 15

Chris Andrianopolous at the newly refurbished pub bar.

teams, and delivered compli-
mentary pizza and subs to the
local police, fire, and emergen-
cy personnel. They are gener-
ous to many worth causes in
town and the surrounding area.

Mykonos Café & Bakery, 49

Elm Street, Millbury; phone:
(508) 917-8127. Hours: 7 a.m. —
7 p.m. Mon-Sat; Sunday 7 a.m.
- 3 p.m. www.mykonosbak-
ery.com FB: Mykonos Café
& Bakery. A & D Pizzeria and
Pub, 60 Elm Street, Millbury.

Phone: (508) 865-9013. Hours:
10 am. - 9 p.m. daily. www.
adpizzapub.com FB: A & D
Pizza and Pub.

Contact Janet at jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com

D)'s Sportscards

Baseball « Football « Hockey
Basketball « MTG  Pokemon
Yu-Gi-Oh ¢ Autos * Supplies

5 Sutton Ave.,

flaios Re
"That nice little Ialian Restaurant at 52 Contral Street”

Open Wed., Thurs. Fri. & Sat. 3:30-8pm
All Menu ltems Available for Takeout

edtautant

FULL

BHIEKER

I !

& Webster Fish & Game
Route 16, Webster

BEelE

LIQUOR : -_vq
LICENSE i

* Fresh Seafood * Pasta
* Steak * Chicken ¢ Veal

- Gift Certificates Available - |

52 Central Street, Southbridge, MA
508-764-8009

Oxford, MA 01540
Next to RR Tracks
1-508-987-0012

e-mail: djscrds@aol.com |

EBAY: DJSCRDS

Hours: Tues., Wed. 12-6 p.m.; Thurs.-Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat. 10-2 p.m.

‘l _{Saturday, May 22

3-6 p.m. * Rain or Shine
Tickets $12.00
50/50 Raffle & Basket Raffles
. Tickets available at the bar
F Info: 802-417-7148 + 508-943-9806

-r_“-' '-,

| S N e -
H m y -~
j Captam Ron’s =T
= m 5 Y B4
' cate"ng =AM - -
at Webster American Legion Post f{r. 2 g
, iweocs 9 Houghton Street (o - 1 i o
T 3; : 508-943-9039 Webster, MA  508-943-9039 ¢ 7 “Ailgs < -
! , 3 : sy
N Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 3-Tpm + Fri.-Sat. Noon-Tpm £/ i
| Catering in-house or to your location i’”'
X | [ )
[ Call 508-943-9039 3 e
4 FRIDAY & SATURDAY SATURDAY NIGHT ONLY ,‘E\[ \; ; G’Pﬂ uations & g
(& 9] i . i 4
7| FISH& CHIPSDINNER ||| 12 0Z. SIRLOIN STEAK | | N Qekea.psa| Dmne,r,S
X (Haddock) $10 Includes Potato and veg. ,'?/J;l
| 7% . |
|j§ Lg. Seg aslg:lgrlg:_:ger $14 Only $1 2.00 g ’*.' Be'r’eavemen’cs
' 31 Bowl of Clam Chowder.................. $5 |Loaded Cheeseburger & Fries....$8 ,{ Am'} SPGCIGI OCCGSIOI'I
' Beer Battered Onion Rings........... $6 | Grilled Tuna Melt w/Fries............. $7 E{
' French Fries.........oovvecveevecieennne, $4 |Loaded Chili & Cheesedogs.......$6 1 | ©©)
J}} Fried Dough (cinnamon & powdered sugar)...$6 | Chicken Fingers & Fries.............. kY @@T&é}(]’f’
/3 Mozzarella Sticks (6).................... 6 [Fried DOUGN .....ooccccerrrvrrrrreens ( KDN28
i-j DgzzaFrg a Stic s (6) $6 | Fried Doug Pa’tl@ @Pen
(7 p Fried Pickles........ccccooevuene $6 = . .
“= Clam Fritters (5) I $6 unction room available Our TAKE-OUT Stand
\',i Clam Fritters & Chowd. Combo...$10 for up to 150 people NOW OPEN!

All your favorites: Dogs, Clams,
Onion Rings, Lobster Rolls

BAKED POTATO, FRESH VEGETABLE OR COLE SLAW. s N
b, | .' - 858 Main Street, Southbridge, MA

508-764-3349
www.FinsandTales858.com

| \'r § ':'. "
’ FRIED DINNERS COME WITH COLESLAW, FRIES & TARTAR. \I _, 2
BAKED DINNERS COME WITH = 5
/
All major credit cards accepted

g~ Jeu= e =S V|
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UNICEF Club organized can/bottle drive

CHARLTON - The Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy

UNICEF Club held a can/bot-
tle drive, a green environmen-
tally conscious and friendly
way to fundraise for UNICEF
USA. The can/bottle drive
was simple and helped the

earth while cleaning up the lo-
cal landscape and taught the
UNICEF Club a bit more about
responsibility.

According to UNICEF Of-
ficer Isabela Boateng of Man-
chester, CT “UNICEF keeps
increasing its efforts to reach

the most remote villages and
communities all over the
world, to ensure that all chil-
dren have adequate education
in the pandemic.”

The UNICEF Club members
are thrilled and enthusiastic to
be a part of projects such as

the distribution of solar-pow-
ered radios in conflict-affected
areas to vulnerable house-
holds and listening groups.
Boateng adds that the solar-
powered radios “deliver an
educational support for those
who might otherwise be cut
off from traditional classroom
due to conflict and the COVID
Pandemic.”

UNICEF club member Bri-
anna Laforest of Webster, said
that a tremendous amount
of gratitude goes to UNICEF
club advisor Professor Cheryl
Cahill “for her creative fund-
raising ideas during this pan-
demic.” According to Laforest,
“Professor Cahill made it easy
for us to help UNICEF even

a ScottHigginsLive.com Production

Saturday, June 26th
6:00pm & 8:30pm
Tickets $24.00

ONLY 100 Seats Available for Each Performance.
90 Minute Show » Suggested Audience 18 & older
Headliner: Hes
Brad
o

Lineup subfect fo change withouf nolice.
Reserved Seating, Order your Hickets onfing of www.thebrodleyplayhouse.org
(harge by phane: A60-928-7887 = Ticksts may be avnilokla o the door
Plemse chack aar webie or FB poge for mere information
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Explore Over 20 Exhibits
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Scan QR E- E Good
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URL. April 30th.
! :k_ https://ahmus.me/yankee
568 Main Street, Hudson, MA
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org

(978) 562-9182

St. Andrew Bobola’s new family Mass

Saint Andrew Bobola Catholic Church, 54 West Main Street, Dud-
ley, will now celebrate Holy Mass on Sundays at 10:30 am for
children and families. The Mass will be short, not much longer
than 30 minutes. The church seeks to provide a safe, welcom-
ing environment where children and families can pray, worship
God, learn, practice and witness their faith. Church pews are
sanitized after each Mass. We practice safe social distancing
with every other row blocked-off. Visitors to the church wear
required facial coverings. For more info, please call the rectory
at 508-943-5633. Please join us for this weekly family Mass as
we thank God for all His blessings and give Him praise, honor
and glory. God bless you and all your loved ones and we look
forward to seeing your family there.

with the many barriers we
faced with social distancing,
and not being able to fund-
raise like we normally would.”

To date, the UNICEF Club
raised over $500. The can/
bottle drive naturally injects
a community service element
into fundraising efforts, and
they perfectly complement
the UNICEF Club’s focus on
community and global liv-
ing, leadership, and building
awareness.

L] L]

Winfried P. Sommerfeld
Ll L]

Photography Exhibit
The Auburn Historical Society and Museum is proud to
be hosting the Winfried P. Sommerfeld photography ex-
hibit created by Fred Miriani, from the Photographic Pres-
ervation Center in Cambridge.

Winfried P. Sommerfeld emigrated from his native Ger-
many in 1945. Following his tour of duty in the US Army,
he settled in Auburn. When stationed in Texas he pho-
tographed his army buddies who, impressed with his
photographic skills, encouraged him to pursue a career in
photography. Sommerfeld returned to Auburn and estab-
lished Sommerfeld Photo Film on Southbridge Street. He
traveled New England’s country roads, photographing the
vernacular architecture of motels, restaurants, and the
rapidly growing automobile industry.

His photographs were printed as postcards and as ad-
vertisements and publicity. The Photographic Preserva-
tion Center which, with support of Mass Humanities, The
Dr. Arthur Pappas and Dr. Martha Pappas Foundation and
the Auburn Historical Museum is preserving over 1,000 of
Sommerfeld’s historic photographs.

Many of these photographs will be on display at the Mu-
seum at 41 South Street. Admission is free to the public on

) Saturdays and Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
-Nancy Vajcovec

CATERING

Full Menu of Hot and Cold Foods
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Issues regarding surrender of license to drive

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department
The decision to give up a
driver’s license, particularly
for seniors, is a very difficult
one. Family members, medi-
cal professionals, and police
officers are often involved in
these cases. This is one of the
most difficult aspects of my
job; filing a petition to take a
person’s license away. One
possible option to consider is
the voluntary surrender of a li-
cense. | was asked a question
about this very subject. There
are several reasons why this
is a good option for people,
and I wanted to provide some
further information about this
program.

The two greatest concerns
that I hear when it comes to vol-
untarily surrendering a license
is (1) not having a valid govern-
ment issued ID, and (2) if per-
sonal circumstances change,
being unable to regain their
license once it is turned over.

The positive is a person who
gives up their license volun-
tarily, can reapply. They will
be most likely asked to pro-
vide medical documentation
stating they are competent to
receive a license. The Registry
may also require a road test if
the situation warrants. There-
fore, a voluntary surrender of
your license is not permanent
unless it is necessary. Further
information can be found by
logging on to the Registry web
site at https://www.mass.gov/

orgs/massachusetts-registry-
of-motor-vehicles or at any
RMV branch.

As far as the concern of hav-
ing no formal identification,
there is an answer for that as
well. Since this is needed for
medical care, banking, and
other functions, it is important
to maintain a proper ID. Ac-
cording to the Registry, any-
one who voluntarily surren-
ders their driver’s license can
receive a Massachusetts Iden-
tification card free of charge.
A person can complete what
is called a Voluntary Surren-
der Affidavit form located at
any Registry branch or online
at https://www.mass.gov/
files/documents/2018/03/21/
MAB110%20-%20Volun-
tary%20Surrender%20Af-
fidavit.pdf. By completing
this process, a person who
voluntarily surrenders their
license, is entitled to a free
identification card. They will
have a valid, state issued ID.
Two important reminders.
Many AAA branches handle a
variety of Registry functions.
Unfortunately, they do not
provide this service. It will
need to be done at a Massa-
chusetts RMV location. Also,
with the COVID-19 restric-
tions, an appointment will be
necessary. More information
on this process can be found
at the web sites listed above.
If you live in Connecticut, or
other states, check with those

departments for similar pro-
grams.

People who have difficulty
driving face the tough deci-
sion of giving up their license.
This is not easy, as people
sacrifice a great deal of free-
dom when this privilege is
lost. Many people need to
self-assess their ability to
safely drive a motor vehicle.
This is especially true as we
age and if medical restrictions
are present. No one wants to
be a danger to themselves or
others while traveling on the
roads. If a person has any ap-
prehension about maintaining
proper identification without
a driver’s license, they have
this valuable program to assist

them in making the decision
to surrender their license, just
a bit easier.

As the pandemic continues,
we ask everyone to stay safe
and continue to take the nec-
essary precautions to protect
yourselves. Vaccination infor-
mation can be found at www.
dudleyma.gov or by calling
508-949-8036. Hopefully, the
end of this pandemic is in
sight. We, at the Dudley Po-
lice Department, greatly ap-
preciate the support we re-
ceive from our community.

Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments. Please
send them to me at the Dud-
ley Police Department 71 West
Main St., Dudley, Ma. 01571 or

Scholarship rec1p1ent

The Oxford Board of Selectmen
announced that Tianna Wel-
come is a recipient of the 2021
Hannah Harwood Fund Scholar-
ship. This scholarship is given
to Oxford students pursuing
degrees in medicine and allied
health fields. The fund was es-
tablished though the 1902 will of
Charles Harwood in memory of
his late mother, Hannah.

Tianna is a student at Bay Path
RVTHS Practical Nursing Acad-
emy and achievements include:
Candidate National Technical
Honor Society; certified Mental
health First Aid (National Coun-
cil for Behavioral Health); Cer-
tified Dementia Care; member
UNICEF Club, member Mock
Code Team; attendee Vital Signs:

Charlton, MA

27 Worcester Road, (Rte;l 20)
: 7 508-248-7866
" Spring/Summer . 25\
SPEGIALS 2021
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Dressed Meats Inc.

TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

A = S50,00 = $50:00
2 LBS. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR 5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
1% LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS 3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS. HAMBURG OR 2 LBS. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR
1 LB. SIRLOIN TIPS 1LB. SIRLOIN TIPS
2 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 3Bs. CUT UP CHICKEN OR
2 LBS. HAM STEAKS 1LB. HOT DOGS
1 PKG. (1 LB.) SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE 2 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 1 PKG.
OR 1 PKG. (1% LBS.) COOKED (1% Ibs.) MARINATED CHICKEN
CHICKEN WINGS OF YOUR CHOICE BREAST OF YOUR CHOICE
11B. HoT DoGS OR 1 LB. BACON 2 LBS. HAMBURG OR 3 LBS. GROUND TURKEY
1 .fw
75200 = 100
O O
5 1BS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR 2% LBS.NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS OR
1 LB. HOT DOGS 1% LBS. DELMONICO STEAKST\
3 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
2 LBS. RACK BABY BACK RIBS 3 LBS. CUT UP CHICKEN
2 1BS. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR 2Y21Bs.HAMBURG OR 1 STACK (10)
172 LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS 4 0z. HAMBURGER PATTIES ’\
3 LBS. HAMBURG OR 1% LBS. SIRLOIN TIPS | |3LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR
3 LBS. CUT UP CHICKEN OR 1 LB. BACON 1 PKG. (1% LBS.) MARINATED CHICKEN
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR BREAST OF YOUR CHOICE
1PKG. ( 1% LBS.) MARINATED 3 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR
CHICKEN BREAST OF YOUR CHOICE 2 LBS. RACK BABY BACK RIBS
1 PKG. (1LB.) SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE 2 1Bs. HOT DOGS OR 1 PKG. (172 LBS.)
OR 1 PKG. ( 1% LBS.) COOKED COOKED CHICKEN WINGS OF YOUR CHOICE
CHICKEN WINGS OF YOUR CHOICE 2LBS. SIRLOIN TIPS OR
T 1 PKG. ( 1% LBS.) MARINATED
Faseams | PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE SIRLOIN TIPS OF YOUR CHOICE

|| fsccbock ode

visAEET]E =3P Visit our website: www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com  sat.

Custom cutting section closes Retail Store Hours

1 hour before closing time. Tues. 9am-5pm

Wed. 9am-5pm

We Accept Cash, EBT Thurs,  am-epm
Fri. 9am-6pm

9am-4pm

Understanding What the Body is
Telling Us (University of Penn-
sylvania); attendee, COVID-19
Contact Tracing (Johns Hopkins
University). She is the recipient
of the Horatio Alger Association
Scholarship and Massachusetts
Rhode Island League for Nurs-
ing Scholarship (MARILN).

email at swojnar@dudleypo-
lice.com. Opinions expressed
in this weekly column are
those of Chief Wojnar only and

unless clearly noted, do not
reflect the ideas or opinions
of any other organization or
citizen.
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MCE CEMTE

FATHER"S DAY

Brunch at Union Station

Sunday, June 20 9am-4pm

Ages: 2-5 $11.95
Plus tax & tip
Breakfast ltems
Carving Station

Salads and Fresh Fruit
Hot Entrees and more ...

Server serve buffet
Tables set 8 feet apart
Masks required while standing

Call 508 755-6408 or 508 755-1200
for more information

www.maxwellsilvermansbangquet.com

Maxwell Luciano’s Banquet & Conference Center at Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester, MA 01608

Adults: $24.95
Ages: 6-12 $16.95

GRILLS
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Grilling
Season!

Patio
Pots

Garden Vegetables
& Annuals

Ray’s True Value Hardware
22 Howe Ave., Millbury, MA

Truelalue

(508) 865-9037

Mon. thru Sat. 7:30am-6:00pm
Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm
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By Amy Palumbo-LeClaire

My house is not the same. |
sit out on the deck to write,
to remember him. The birds
chirp and call to each other
beneath a pale blue sky. They
sing songs of spring and life
and new beginnings. A neigh-
borhood dog barks from a few
houses away. Something is
missing. | sit awkwardly and
wait for Lincoln to lift his nose
to the flutter of life around
us. Satisfied, he’ll collapse by
my side to do what he always
does in April—wait for the bun-
nies to appear. But he’s not

Lincoln’s last car ride,

following an April snow storm
0!

Living with Lincoln

I’'m only human

here and, instead, I'm left with
all that’s left, his memory. My
heart aches. Simple joys have
been my winning lottery ticket
for the past ten years while
living with Lincoln. Now it’s
time to go on living without
him. How did this happen?
His presence, like shreds
of petal swirling through the
air, are close enough to touch.
His passing is a fresh wound. I
want to grab our time together,
clutch it in my hand and bring
it back to life like a genie from
a bottle. I want my dog back.
Alas, I've gone dark. I'm
supposed to honor Lincoln’s
spirit and focus only on the
good parts (he and I are opti-
mists) but I'm human. I know
we’ve been blessed. I know
he had a good life! “I just miss
you so much,” I whisper, and
in my mind’s eye, he faces me
with his “professor-serious”

Early car ride days with Mom

expression. Then he breaks
into that easy, boxy smile.
“I'm with you. I'm okay. But
go ahead and tell your story,
Mom.”

Lincoln defied an ultra
sound report that he only
had one to three months to
live back in October, 2020.
Pardon the male dog expres-
sion, but he chose to grab
life by the balls and live each
day as though it’s his last. All
winter long he played outside
like a child on a snow day.
He played Bury & Find with
his ball, lapped up cups and
cups of farm-fresh goat’s milk,
and hiked along trails in Stur-
bridge. He took his final swim
at Wells State Park during an
exceptionally warm Saturday
in late March. He sniffed the
shoreline, felt the water with
a knowing paw, and waded

Sayil!g good-bye.™®

237 Providence Road, Rte. 122,

Welcome!

South Grafton, MA 01560

508-839-3016
_. E;i"glish & Western - Farrier Supplles

In business
for over 52 years'

"Western Hats, Boots, Belts, Shirts,
Accessorles Tack, Supplies & Glfts’

www.thesaddleshed.com
COVID Store Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat. 11am-4pm

in. His best friend, Bruno,
watched him swim with the
indulgence of a dog whose full

name, Lincoln Veto, means
lake and love. “Look at him
go!”

Winter drew to a close and
along came a mild spring. The
days became warmer and
longer while Lincoln’s pant-
ing grew more pronounced.
We discussed summer plans
for keeping him cool and
healthy. We would get him a
kid’s pool for the yard, make
up an “apartment” for him in
the cool finished basement,
and continue to cook his fa-
vorite beef stews, salmon, and
steak dishes. We arranged
another vet appointment to
discuss more possibilities.
We had plans for Lincoln. He
knew how much we loved him
and he loved us right back
with zero complaint about

HaPDlness
isihay

4

his health. The decline in
his breathing (more panting,
more hacking, more discom-
fort) seemed overshadowed
by his thirst to go on living.
He still climbed the stairs to
greet us with his human smile,
grabbed our socks, wiggled
with joy when we came home,
and played fetch in the yard.
Then something happened a

few weeks after Easter Sun-
day.

We couldn’t allow Lincoln
to play ball anymore. Mild
breathing issues worsened.
Small sessions of play led
to heavy panting and, more
recently, wheezing. That’s
when we knew. He wouldn’t
choose to stop on his own.
Taking away a game of ball felt

Continued on next page
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Continued

like murder. But we had to do
what was best for Lincoln.

A neighborhood walk fore-
shadowed all of this. The truth
passed through me like a lump
of cold ice cream midway
through the walk, one that be-
gan as it usually does, with off-
the-leash time followed by my
favorite routine: Lincoln lost
track of time while distracted
by his favorite grassy smells.
Meanwhile, I walked ahead of
him for, say, fifty feet before he
realized that we had been sep-
arated. He lifted his head and
froze to the sight of me. Then,
as though we’d been apart for
an eternity, he raced back to
me, full-speed, to reunite and
sat at my heels, smiling wildly.
We are the greatest team ever!

I've since read The Rain-
bow Bridge poem, a replica
of this experience to help ex-
plain to dog owners what it’s
like to cross over to heaven
and reunite with our dogs “to
never be separated again.”
I felt like I had experienced
heaven on earth every time
we walked the neighborhood.

His final sprint led to the
final stretch of our walk. I
leashed him back up and,
understandably, his pace
softened to a leisurely stroll.
We stopped at the corner of
Cedar Hill Road and McClel-
lan. “You want to turn around
and go home, Lincoln?” He sat,
thought about it, and tugged
me forward. “Let's go.” We
strolled past the field where
the apple orchard used to be.
He paused as he always does,
recalling days past, when he’d
nose through rows and rows
of thick field and fallen apples.
We kept going. But something
was different. The truth hit me.
This would be our last walk.

A driver appeared behind
us suddenly, shaking his head
in frustration, obviously in
a hurry. I tugged Lincoln to
the side of the road so that
the driver had more space
to pass. The irony that we'd
come full circle to my first col-
umn written (Why I Like Dogs
More than Humans) settled

cruelly in my chest.

[ wiped tears from my
cheeks. My thoughts ad-
dressed a driver now gone.
“You don’t understand. This
is Lincoln. He sprung from
the ground like a dolphin to
catch a fly ball only weeks
ago. He’s just not himself.
This is the dog in the paper.
He’s just feeling—"

Tears blurred my thoughts.
I pressed on. “You coming?”
Lincoln glanced back to check
on me. “Don’t worry about
him. He’s human. This walk
is so much fun! Let’s just be
happy!”

I unleashed him for a sec-
ond time at the edge of our
neighborhood. He visited So-
noma, a friendly yellow lab,
then found an old faded ten-
nis ball in the Campbell’s
yard, one | didn’t have the
heart to throw back. A squir-
rel erected itself from a patch
of woods, and stared up at us.
Lincoln froze. A familiar out-
door friend! Ball in mouth, he
launched forward for a quick,
yet tired chase. “Good boy,
Lincoln!” He trampled back to
me, thoroughly proud of him-
self. “Still got it.”

More days passed. I fought
with my intuition. Maybe it’s
not the end? Maybe there’s
something I'm just not seeing.
His love for life, his will to go
on, was so strong. | reached
out to dear Golden friends
and invited them over for a
visit. Please. Just tell me he’s
going to be fine. Talk me out
of what’s happening. You
know more.

*kk
The skies produced a rare
snowstorm on Friday, April
16, a mirror to the day he
was born on December 26,
2010. He laid vulnerable in
the foyer upstairs; paws out-
stretched amid heavy breath-
ing. He needed help. Panic
pressed against my forehead
while I made phone calls.
Everyone was busy, booked,
overwhelmed. Everyone ex-
cept his former veterinarian,
Dr. Golden of Sutton Animal
Hospital. She was available

at 12:30. Finally. A bright
light.

My husband got the car
started. Lincoln grabbed
his ball, waited for me to
grab my pocketbook and
tap danced to the prospect
of going for a ride. His eyes
were bright with enthusiasm.
We’re going for a ride! He
could hardly wait.

Due to COVID restrictions,
the office staff banned us from
attending the preliminary
exam. “Please,” | begged.
“His condition is critical. He
will get stressed and won'’t be
able to breathe.” My over-the-
phone request was declined.

He was led on a short leash
from our backseat. My hus-
band and I held on. We could
barely breathe ourselves.
Within minutes, Lincoln ar-
rived back at the car, gasping
for air. He collapsed in a slush
puddle, panting and smiling
like a wolf, paws forward.
“He’s far too distressed to
come in,” the vet tech said. I
swallowed the bitter taste of
“I knew that” and opened the
back door for Lincoln to jump
back in. Home. He pasted his
eyes to mine and struggled
to calm down. But he was
relieved. That much [ was
sure of. We'’re together again.
Raw, blustery wind and rain
rushed into the car. Dr. Gold-
en appeared at the passenger
window within minutes. She
told us what to expect.

* kK

[ sit in the backseat be-
side Lincoln. He’s calmed
down nicely. He lifts a big,
strong paw for me to hold.
Our eyes lock. I cannot find
words. Fresh tears rain and
rain down my face. My dog,
my dog. Why this? Lincoln
licks away a steady stream of
tears. “I'm okay, Mom. I'm so
happy we’re together. This is
the right thing.”

“'m not ready, Lincoln.
Please. Please, hold on.” My
pain is excruciating, irrational.

“Thank you for loving me
always. Thank you for under-
standing me and taking me for
rides and pouring me goat’s
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milk. 'm okay, Mom. You are
the best. I feel so relieved to be
with you right now.” He rests
his head on my lap and calms
down to a peaceful awareness.
The dark of our plight recedes
back like a wave at the shore-
line, breaking then unfolding
to an intense beauty. I pet his
soft head while he rests com-
fortably on my lap. “Lincoln
can come too,” I speak his
language. | repeat the phrase
over and over again. He lis-
tens, raises a sleepy eye. “Lin-
coln can come too. Where do
you want to go next? You are
a good boy.” All that’s wrong
crumbles around us like a fall-
ing tower while the two of us,
kindred spirits, rest in final
moments of peace and I'm
blessed a thousand times by
my dog’s unconditional love.
Lincoln goes to sleep.
*kk

Lincoln never asked for
much, only to be together.
Like me, he was always up
for adventure. I'm so honored
and proud to have given him
exactly what he needed, over
and over again. I'll go on Liv-
ing with Lincoln in my heart
and writing about him in
honor of so many who loved
him and saw their own dogs
through a story told in the
voice of a true Dog Person.
He was the first pick of the
litter, the largest male and
last surviving pup, son of Sox
and Tickles of Twin Beau D
Kennel. I imagine him cross-
ing over to miles and miles of
glistening lake and baseball
fields of rich greens and golds.
I imagine that someday he’ll
freeze to the sight of me, only
this time he’ll find me seated
on the ground, arms wide
open. He'll race towards me
until we meet again. Then I'll
fold my arms around him, col-
lapse and, this time, he’ll lick
away tears of joy.

Stay tuned for Lincoln’s up-
coming book, a compilation of
columns (first published here!)
that have made you laugh, cry,
and nod your head knowingly.
Please write to me at amyl-
eclaire@hotmail.com.
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FEddie’s Foolwear

WHERE YU 60
BEST
16 West Main St.
Dudley, MA 01571

Hrs.: M-F 11am-5pm; Sat. 9am-4pm.
Closed Sunday

Chippewa, Carolina, Wolverine,

Rocky, Corcoran

Eddie Oner
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In-Home Services Available

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans

68 US Route 146, Sutton MA - 508-865-3180

LINCOLN VETO LECLAIRE
December 26, 2010 - April 16, 2021
“Live Life to the Fullest.

Love Openly. Grab a Ball.”

For Amy

When tomorrow starts without me
Whew tomorrow starts without me,
ond T'm vot there +o see;

The sum will rise and find your eyes

All filled with tears for me.

T know how much vou love me,

As much as T love vou,

And each time that you thivk of me,

T kvow vou'll miss wme too.

But when tomorrow starts without wme,
Please try to understand,

That an angel came and called my name
And petted me with her havd.

T thought about our lives together;

T know you must be sad,

I thought of all the love we shared,
Aud all the fun we had.

So when tomorrow starts without me,
Don't think we're far apart.

For every time you think of we,

I'm right there v your heart.

-Author unknown

All our love Amy,
from the staff at The Yankee Xpress and
e Blackstone Valley Xpress.

all love Lincoln.
abe ode 3 obe
.' % ® .‘... [ z‘. [ .....

173 Thompson Rd.
Webster, MA

508-943-5566

Dave 774-230-2185
Ted 860-942-6371

1976 MG MIDGET
4Spd., 4 cyl., project car.....ocuinmmnnnrnnrern.

1964 CHEVY C10
PU., V8, UL, ....ccoveeeeerrrrrrerereresssssererese e ssssseens 39,200

1953 FORD F100
RatRod, V8, auto. ......cossmmmmnnrmnmnnnninnininssssnnnnen $14,100

2007 PONTIAC
54K, Solstice, 4 cyl., U0, ..vvvvivineerssisssnnnniisianns $10,000

2010 CHEVY MALIBU

4 Cyl., auto., low MileS ...ccvurrrrisisnrrnmsssssnnnnissssnnnens 38,995
2015 KIA OPTIMA

All of these vehicles have been properly sanitized for your protection and ours!
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Dudley Womans Club 2021 scholarships

The DWC has announced its
2021 Scholarship Award recip-
ients, who were introduced at
their April club meeting.

Bay Path senior Ivy Ballou
has been accepted to several
colleges and plans to study
pre-med with a goal of becom-
ing an orthopedic surgeon.
She has played soccer and
lacrosse at Bay Path, was a
member of the student coun-
cil and National Honor Soci-
ety, while earning honor roll
each year.

Bartlett High School senior
Gabriela Piwowarczyk has

Feeling like you paid too much

also been accepted to several
colleges. Gabriela plans to
study business and market-
ing with a goal of earning a
Master’s in business and land-
ing a job in a “big company”
where she hopes to make “a
positive difference in the com-
munity and society.” She is an
MIAA student ambassador at
Bartlett, who led food pantry
and sock drives.

Bartlett senior Kathryn
James, who like her peers,
has been accepted to several
colleges. She plans to study
computer science and game

a

in taxes this year?

programming because it fits
her interests in math and
technology. Kathryn’s goal
is to become a game-play
programmer. At Bartlett, she
serves as class president,
team captain of cross-country
and track and plays piano in
the music department.

All three of our scholars
hold community service in
their hearts and will no doubt
make our communities bet-
ter through service. We wish
them health, happiness and
success.

Contact your financial advisor today to

’ learn about investing strategies that
could benefit you.

- -‘
¥

5 Albert St

508-832-5385

'

.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

. Auburn, MA 01501-1303

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

From Our Family To Yours

10 WEEKS OF FRESH
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
JUNE - AUGUST
MULTIPLE COMMITMENT

IALE

TASTE

SIGN-UP BY
JUNE 10TH FOR OUR

OF SUMMER

CSA BOXES

WHITTIER FARMS ||

SUTTON, MA

WWW.WHITTIERS.COM
508-865-1053

Generations of s’cewarclship and sus’cainabili’cy to keep agricul’ture alive and well

Ivy Ballou

Suddenly

Boating Safety Courseof-

fered on
Thursday, May 20,
7-9:30 p.m. ($5)

Imagine you are out on the
water when the boat’s captain
somehow is incapacitated or
falls overboard and can’t swim
back to the boat. Are you pre-
pared to take basic actions to
get help, stop or start the en-
gine and take the helm? A lit-
tle knowledge could save lives
and make you feel more com-
fortable boating when you're
not generally at the helm.

Misfortunes can and do hap-
pen while on that fishing, div-
ing, adventure, or party char-
ter. Being out on your own
boat with that significant other
at the helm, or going out on a
friends’ pontoon boat can also
turn to horror if the skipper is
suddenly out of commission.

This is a boating safety
primer for those not generally
at the helm but would like to
know what to do, to be better
prepared.

The local United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary Tri-
State Flotilla, Massachusetts
will be instructing a special
boating safety class through
the Zoom video conference

Gabriela Piwowarczyk

in command

plattorm due to COVID-19

restrictions. Registration is
managed through the Milford
Community School Use Pro-
gram, Spring-Adult-Boating, at
http://mcs.milford. ma.us  or
(508) 478-1119, register by May
17; keeping in mind that avail-
ability is limited and you will
receive course materials prior,
covered by the registration
fee. Participants under the age of
16 must be accompanied online

Kathryn Jarr;es

by a registered parent/guardian.
For additional USCGAux. infor-
mation: phil.uscgaux@verizon.
net or (508) 478-3778.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary
is the uniformed civilian com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast Guard
and supports the Coast Guard
in nearly all mission areas.
The Auxiliary was created by
Congress in 1939. For more in-
formation, please visit www.
cgaux.org

Community drumming

AUBURN - Community Drum
Circle with Tim Kane will be
held Tuesday, June 29, from 6-7
p.m. at the Dr. Arthur & Dr. Mar-
tha Pappas Recreation Com-
plex, 203.5 Pakachoag Street.
Drumming is proven to im-
prove health. Connect with
others in a fun and relaxed
atmosphere and a COVID-safe,
socially-distant environment
while we explore world beats
and make music together.
All ages welcome and no ex-
perience is necessary. Pre-
registration recommended by
emailing: tim@kanedrums.
We'll provide sanitized hand
drums for up to 20 people.

Uxbridge, MA

MULCH - WOOD CHIPS - COMPOST
SAND - STONE - LOAM

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A)

508.278.2628

RD

P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA
01569

— Ly
Personal drums are also wel-
come. Please bring a lawn
chair. This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from
your town’s Cultural Council,
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency. www.
massculturalcouncil.org.

Tim Kane, a native of Au-
burn where much of his fam-
ily still resides, is a member
of the Drum Circle Facilitators
Guild, American Federation
of Musicians, and Percussive
Arts Society. Visit www.kane-
drums.com to learn more.
Rain date is Tuesday, July 6,
6-7 p.m.

Garage* Doom

—r—r

'l_l_l_l_ |—|-r'|-
— o
|—|—r-* Ll el el

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and
models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Sales ° Serwce e Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600 ™

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

- Renew your home’ aappeal
~ with anewgarage door.

~ Many new:styles and colors ="
to choose from.




Pictured I-r: Kenny Kudzal Chaplain, Victor Jankowski Commander, Ron Prest Sr. Vice Com-
mander, Jim Brinker Sergeant-at-Arms, Joe Sendrowski Veterans Council Military Honor
Guard Chaplain, Stephen Rogerson Jr. Vice Commander, Bob Guenther Treasurer. Not
Shown: George Bibeau, Past Commander of the VFW Post 654 who swore in the new of-
ficers.
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W-D Veterans Council installs officers

On Wednesday, April 7, the
Veterans Council of Webster
and Dudley held installation
of officers for the upcoming
year. The Veterans Council
is an organization which co-
ordinates with other military
service organizations such as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
the American Legion, the Dis-
abled American Veterans and
the Polish American Veterans
in Webster and Dudley. The
Veterans Council synchro-
nizes the events which all
organizations take part in as
one unit such as the Honor
Guard for military veterans,
the parades, and the mainte-

mental in maintaining commu-
nication and order between
all the differing organizations
in our community.

' RUSMART

AUTO
UPHOLSTERY

ANTIQUE - CUSTOM Est.
MARINE - RV'S 1947
723 MAIN STREET, NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

Ken &ArtClements  (508) 987-1171

nance and upkeep of the mili-
tary monuments, and various
other activities.

This organization is instru-

I AMERICAN
RENT-ALL ..c
and American Self Storage [

* Self Storage
* Climate Controlled Areas
* Honda Generators/Mowers

* Moving Supplies g T
* Propane ~

Inquire within or call for details.
Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277

SALES & 860-923-2155 » 860-923-9100 » 860-923-2626
SERVICE www.AmericanRentAll.com
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm * Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
~ Fully Insured 'RIReg#: 41975
TR HIC #: 190392

CONSTRUCTION INC

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY

208-278-3300

s SERVING ALL OF NEW ENGLAND »
www.shineconstructioninc.com

Blert Driving cademy

Now accepting applications
for virtual classes
Includes:
*30-Hours classroom instruction Payme.ln tb|lalans
*12-Behind the wheel lessons avaiiabie.
*6-Hours observation * On-site RMV driver’s license road test
* Flexible payment plans!

* Driver’s Ed Certificate (RMV)
*2 Hour RMV required parent class * Online scheduling included in price

We are conducting

virtual classes
Register today and safely start
your program from home.

30 East Main St., Webster, MA 01570
508-943-1155 - www.alertdrivingacademy.com

7% eif
testhwithjus;
passfonlthel

YOU COULD GIVE
YOUR PEOPLE
CULLIGAN WATER
FOR ONLY

CulliganNewEngland.com

860-282-1188

Limited time offer. Dealer participation may vary.
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Pictured left to right: Joe Altavilla, SNE District Sales Manager; David Fayard
Sales Consultant; Carrille Dionne, Sales Consultant; Stephen Geer, Sales Manag-
er; Scott Barry, Long Subaru Dealer Principal; Angela Stefanik, Accounting; Marie
Costa, Accounting; and Abigail Granville, Service Advisor.

Long Subaru Shares the Love

The Subaru Share the

from Nov. 19, 2020 - Jan. 4, 2021 and com-
bined with donations from Long Subaru

Love event ran

Service and Sales departments generat-

ed a $20,000 donation this year to Long’s
hometown charity, Boys & Girls Club of

Webster Dudley.

has participated in this event with Long
Subaru and checks presented total $81,160.

WD through their Back-a-Kid program,
the annual Fill the Forester event, and
more.

WEBSTER Webster Five
Cents Savings Bank has hired
Kathryn Megraw, Senior Vice
President, Chief Information
Officer. Kate will be providing
strategic leadership, direction
and management oversight for
the Operations department,
including the Information
Technology, Business Sys-
tems, and Deposit Operations
departments. Kate will join
the senior management team
and deliver technology-based
solutions that will continue to
drive innovation and opera-
tional excellence throughout
the organization that will ben-
efit Bank customers.

From 2018 until beginning
her new role at Webster Five,
Kate served as the Chief In-
formation Officer and Chief
Operating Officer at New Val-
ley Bank & Trust overseeing
their Deposit Operations, Re-
tail Banking, IT/IS and Mar-

Kathryn Megraw takes over as SVP,
Chief Information Officer at Webster 5

keting departments. In addi-
tion, she played a significant
role in strategizing the digital
banking and technology plans
for New Valley’s expansion.
Prior to her time at New Val-
ley, Kate worked as VP/ Direc-
tor of Technology Planning
and Portfolio Management at
United Bank and was respon-
sible for day-to-day operations
within the technology depart-
ment along with managing
and facilitating the planning
process for enterprise strate-
gic projects.

“We're very excited to have
Kate join the Webster Five
team,” stated President and
CEO, Don Doyle. “Kate brings
an innovative vision to the
Bank and will work to position
technology and operations to
meet the current and future
needs of Webster Five and its
customers. Kate’s wealth of
knowledge in technology and

Kathryn Megraw

operational excellence will
strengthen our Operations de-
partment and bring an insight-
ful perspective to our senior
management team.”

“I'm thrilled to join Webster
Five. I've found that the clar-
ity of the Bank’s vision is re-
markably compelling and the
Bank’s sense of culture and
commitment to its customers
is paramount and integral to
the bank’s success. I look for-
ward to collaborating on new
ideas and working to foster an
innovative and high-perform-
ing infrastructure for Bank op-
erations.” stated Kate Megraw.

This is the fourth year that the BGCWD

Let's have some fun this
spring. Bring a smile to par-
ticipants and passersby alike
and support the charitable
giving projects of the DWC.
We will “Bloom” your friends,
family or anyone you choose

Long Subaru also supports the BGC-

Moxrxrse Lumber Co., Inc.

994 North Woodstock
Road, Southbridge, MA

(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line |
www.morse-lumber.com

in Southern Worcester County
or Northeastern Connecticut.
Twenty vibrant Sunflower
pinwheels will be placed by
DWC members on the lawn
of the chosen for $20. Bloom
as often or as many people
as you'd like. More lawns...
more smiles. An optional
extra $5 gets you a personal
message delivered with the
blooms. You can also remain

Building Materials and Supplies
K.D. Framing ® Pressure Treated Lumber & Ties ® Composite Decking

e Trusses & Engineered Lumbere Pine ® Cedar ® Plywood ® Roofing ® Siding
e Windows ® Doors ® Insulation ® Mouldings ® Drywall
® Flooring ® Hardware ® Cements ® Split Rail Fencing ® Septic Pipe ® Fabric
 Gutters ® Replacement windows
Sawmill Products: *Rough Sawn Dimension Lumber ® Boards ® Timbers
Industrial Lumber ® Wood Chips ® Grade Stakes ® Softwood and Hardwood

anonymous. Placement of the
flowers will be done by 7 p.m.
(unless otherwise specified),
remain on the lawns for two
full days then be automati-
cally removed. Placement of
the flowers may be on a date
and time of day you specify or

e Ceilings

S08-Z264-323 1
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

we will place them on the first
available date. Purchasing
the DWC ‘insurance policy’
for $25 guarantees your yard

MEMORIAYDAVRSALERSRI00SOIDERLS

MATTRES
SALE

Over 1,000 ACs in stock

OVER 1,500 BICYCLES IN STOCK

TWIN: Reg. $299

NOW $179%

FULL: Reg. $499

NOW 5259

QUEEN: Reg. $599

m NOW $289%

1000s OF APPLIANGES
A GRILL

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

et T (B 1|

Check www.whitcosales.com for special counons

WHITCO

18 CU.FT. SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL KITCHENAID OVER THE RANGE GE STAINLESS s A L E
REFRIGERATOR | REFRIGERATOR | DISHWASHER | MICROWAVE OVEN |sMOOTHTOP STOVE
Reg. $799" Reg. 699" Reg. 899 Reg. $218" Reg. 649"
$699% | $1099% | $799%° | $188%° | $599% |FV S
55” TV Reg. $399.99
20 CU. FT. GE COMBO DELUXE ELECTRIC S5CUFT DELUXE 65” LG Reg. $699.99
UPRIGHT WASHER & DRYER DRYER CHEST FREEZER | DISHWASHER | 43"L6 Reg. $3%.99
FREEZER Reg.*1599" Reg. 499" $ 1 9 999 Reg. 399° 3§ ! Smé" v R;Q-:;‘;gé%
50” LG Reg. $7
$89999 $1 29999 $44999 $34999 86” LG Reg $1999.99
FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR DELUXE TOP LOAD MAYTAG GE TOP LOAD 7CUFT
ELECTRIC RANGE WASHER TOP WASHER WASHER CHEST FREEZER
Reg. 499" Reg. 499" Reg. %699 Reg. 849"
29
$449% | %449%° | %649°° | $699°%° | 5229 IN STOCK

Mon.Fri. 10-8; Sat. 9-8; Sun. 10-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

will not be bloomed. To set
up a Bloom or buy the insur-
ance, go to https://www.dud-
leywomansclub.org/bloom-

“Blooming” by Dudley Womans Club

ing. Keep an eye out.....
start soon with the Dudley
Town Hall.

Nancy Vajcovec

IN & OUT

* FREE ESTIMATES

* GENERAL CARPENTRY
* DRY WALL REPAIR

* RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844

Fred D. Giovaninni

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

NO JOB [S TOO SIMALL

CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

* ITEMS ASSEMBLED

* INTERIOR PAINTING

* SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
*ETC.

INSURED

HENRY BBJLTINOFF
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Annual church
flea market is

returning

This year the Millbury First
Congregational Church on 148
West Main Street will hold its
annual Flea Market outside on
Saturday, May 22, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Please organize your
treasures and Call Jeri Stead
508-865-5371 for a reservation.
A reservation will be a 10 feet
square plot on the lawn. You
will need to provide your
own tables. Wearing a mask
is required, 6 feet of physical
distancing, and hand sanitizer
needs to be available. A reser-
vation will cost $20.

Unfortunately, the usual
hot dogs will not be available
this year, but there will be a
bakery table of well-wrapped
items for sale.

The church flea market
table will be the only table
inside. It will contain many in-
teresting items that have been
accumulating while cleaning
out homes during this past
year.

ITHE

AStc ==

ati na1 .Herltage Corrndor

ay, dark by night!
0 Eour wide open spaces
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Community yard sale -
spaces available

AUBURN- Spring cleaning? Don’t throw that good “stuff” away.
Recycle it by selling it to someone who needs it. Do you have
an accumulation of things that are too good to throw away but
you no longer need? Don’t have enough to hold your own yard
sale? Join us on the lawn of the First Congregational Church,
Saturday, June 12, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., for our annual Community
Yard Sale/Plant Sale. This is a rain or shine event.

After having to cancel the 2020 yard sale we are excited to
say we are back for this year. Because we have all been so
restricted in what we could do this past year we anticipate
even more people setting up to sell their “treasures” as well as
a larger turnout of people looking for that special bargain or
those out to get a feel for a return of normalcy. Masks will be
required and all COVID guidelines will be enforced.

We also will be having our Plant Sale. There will be a large
selection of annuals and perennials. Those who have been
buying plants from us return year after year and see how each
year we have more and more to offer. This year should be
no different.

Spaces are available for a $25.00 fee; a limited number of
tables may be rented for $5.00 each. We'll do all the advertis-
ing, both print and digital, and will post plenty of signs the day
of the event at key locations in town. Depending on the COVID
restrictions in place at the time we hope to have coffee and
pastries, and hot dogs and soda available for sale.

Due to our central location and previous yard sales (26),
we expect a large turnout. Don’t delay, reserve your space
now by calling Cindy Dube at 508-832-6646, please leave mes-
sage, or the church office at 508-832-2845. You may also text
774-238-0260.

- Cindy Dube

ight Warehouse

up to $18.00/hr. + incentives
Sunday - Thursday
Full-Time, Part-Time

and Seasonal

CARPET

Stainmaster Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

Core-Mark:

N@RTH @XF@RD MILLS

Carpet and Flooring

The best values in flooring since 1970

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford ¢ 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com ¢ Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

New England

Core-Mark New England

355 Main St. | Whitinsville, MA 01588
Direct: 207.588.3066

Unleash your new career at Core-Mark,
Text CORE to 97211 to learn more

WE’RE OPEN

RelLeaf Center

Your One Stop Source for:
*CBD Lotions *Healing Balms
*Tinctures *CBD Pet Products

243B Kennedy Drive
Putnam, CT
(860) 315-9092
cbdreleafputnam.com

E MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE E
. 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE
| Putnam location only. :
. NOW THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. * Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

CCURATE METAL
Sales & Fabrication

A Division of Industrial Transfer & Storage, Inc

508-765-4929
529 Ashland Ave,
Southbridge

Mild Steel » Stainless Steel
Aluminum = Abrasion Resistant
Hot Rolled = Cold Rolled

Sheared * Plasma Cut » Bent
Rolled * Saw Cut * Punched
Drilled * Welded * Fabricated

Whether you need 1 piece
or a truck load, we can
accommodate youl

We're Hiring!
Welders * Fabricators

Riggers « Class A Drivers
send resume to
Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm info@accuratemetalsales.com
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Cruising scene 2021

Paul Newman’s Hole In The Wall Gang Camp Car Show 2021 season launch

By Jim Weicherding
Paul Newman’s Hole In The Wall Gang Camp Car Show 2021
season launch was a great success. To write that this car
show had a big turnout would be an understatement.

This new cruisin’ season car show, hosted by the Tri-State
Cruisers, was unbelievably busy from 1 p.m. until sunset.
The weather was absolutely gorgeous with bright sunny

skies and warm temperatures for this Saturday car show and
cruise night. It was very windy but that didn’t seem to bother
any of the nearly five hundred show vehicle owners and al-
most one thousand spectators attending the event. The show
was filled to capacity with classic cars and trucks. So many
show vehicles arrived that the parking volunteers had to di-

@ COMPLETE
e FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

FARRAR AUTO BODY INC.

AUTO .+
REPAIR*

AND CONVENIENCE STORE

508-943-2068 ¢ Store: 508-949-1019 ¢ Fax: 508-943-2098
77 East Main Street, Webster, MA 01570

Store Hours 5 a.m.-10 p.m. 7 days ¢ Garage Hours Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

MASS INSPECTION STATION FOR CARS AND MOTORCYCLES

24 HOUR “8'7.\,1]3)
TOWING

R
W/ ", é

Wiery pog

TOW
TRUCK
DRIVER

APPROVED
FACILITY

rect drivers over to the adjacent parking lot on the opposite
side of Pizza 101, on Route 101, in Pomfret, Connecticut. The
owner of Pizza 101 fired up the outdoor grills and sold every
single hamburger and hot dog he had available.

I have been a part of the Tri-State Cruisers Car Club car
shows and cruise nights since they first began in Connecticut
twenty-seven years ago.

Dick Salvas and his dedicated crew have been helping to
raise funds for many charities including The Hole In The
Wall Gang Camp for very sick kids to give them a place to
play and enjoy themselves while forgetting about their medi-
cal conditions for at least a little while. Their facilities were
devastated by fires last winter and they really could use our
help and support to rebuild their facilities for kids to enjoy
again.

The Tri-State Cruisers were able to raise $1,000 with their
very first car show of the season and that’s a trend we would
all love to see happen until the end of September. This single
event turnout was the largest vehicle display in the history of
Tri-State Cruisers car shows. Donations are welcome at the
entrance of every one of their car shows this year and the
50/50 helps out also, so please try your luck and support the
cause. If you would like to donate online please visit their
website and make that happen: www.holeinthewallgang.org.
Thank you for your support, it’s appreciated.

ACCEPTING ALL METALS'

Washing Machines « Dryers =
Water Heaters « Dishwashers £

o Air Conditioners -

Cars & car parts - NO tires
L Phone Equipment - Much More! = \\

e gk £
o ﬁ'-_
J .T"df‘ ‘% : ._.r
A el S A

&

204 Main Street ¢ Oxford, MA

508-987-0022




John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master
technician. He will answer reader’s
questions each week You can find
the Car Doctor podcast at wwuw.
Jjohnfpaul podbean.com or other
popular podcast sites. Email your
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-

book mrjohnfpaul
I was wondering if you would have any advice for me.
Q . I am looking to purchase a compact SUV, and I am try-
ing to decide between the Hyundai Tucson or Lexus
250 UX-hybrid. The Lexus is a hybrid which I thought
might be a good move considering the way gas pricing seems to
be going and for the future as I am figuring this very well could
be my last car. Any advice you could give me would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you and have a wonderful day.

They are both good vehicles. The Hyundai has been re-

designed for this year and is nicer inside an out - but not

quite a Lexus. The Lexus UX-hybrid is a compact luxury

SUV, something the Hyundai is not. The Hyundai is also
a bit larger both inside and out, which depending on what you
are looking for, might be better or worse. The Lexus will likely
hold its value longer but as far as reliability I would put them
about the same. Certainly, fuel economy is important, but you
need to factor in the additional cost of the Lexus ($5000) over
the Hyundai. This $5000 premium would buy about 1600 gallons
of gas. If you drive about 10,000 per year you won'’t see any fuel
saving for about four years. They are both good vehicles. You
need to see which one fits your needs the best.

I have had four dead batteries in our 2019 Subaru

m QOutback. Subaru blames me, the owner, for inadver-

tently leaving things on, or the vehicle not being driven

enough. All empty excuses as far as I'm concerned. | am 82, my

husband and I had numerous cars over 60 years and never had

a dead battery in a newer car. What is wrong with my Subaru
and Subaru in general?
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

A The fix for earlier Subaru vehicles was to reprogram
m the charging system profile. To save fuel, the alterna-

tor does not charge the battery continually like older
cars did. Many people have also added a larger battery that has
more electrical reserve power to offset the electrical drain on
the vehicle. These cars have dozens of computers that use a
little bit of electricity all the time, even when the car is shut off.
Add this to limited driving and the battery never gets fully re-
charged. Some people make the mistake of just starting the car
and letting it run. This will not help. The car needs to be driven.
Replacing four batteries in two years is certainly unusual and
something you should continue to discuss with the dealer and
Subaru of America.

I have a 2014 Honda CRV that frequently has a one-to-

m two second loud engine rattle when I start it from a cold
start. I was told it is the VTC actuator. I am also told it

is an expensive repair. Can it cause damage if I don’t have it

repaired?
A a Vvalve actuator. The repair will take about two hours to
complete and the part, depending on where it comes
from, costs from $75-$200. Over time I'm sure there could be
some damage to the engine, but there are thousands of these
Honda engines driving around and the failure rate is very low—
from what I can tell. Although if it were my CRV and [ was going
to keep it for a long time I would have it repaired.

NeO+TI-C-E
Paying $200 to $500

for your Junk and Driving vehicles
RPM Enterprises

The noise you describe is typical of a failing variable

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

ALL THE TIME
Cash Paid for Your Light & Heavy Scrap

office 1-959-444-1734

"-.____

TAMOUREUX €z

Sales deprtment is now open Mon-Thurs 8:30am-7pm ¢ Fri 8:30am-6pm ¢ Sat 8:30am-4pm
Please wear a face mask or covering inside the Dealership in Sales or in Service. Thank you.

I have a 2002 Toyota Tacoma 4-cylinder truck. Will it

® run with gas that has been in the tank for nine years

or do I need to add an additive (like Seafoam) to the

gas tank? Are there other things I should be looking at to get

this truck going?
A " take a chance with nine-year-old gasoline. I would
drain the tank, flush the fuel system, replace the fuel
filter and if needed the fuel pump. Gasoline starts to sour after
six months and turns into varnish after a year or two. Then
you need to look at the engine oil, cooling system and most
importantly the brake system. If the is a DIY project look at
every system individually and repair one at a time. If you are
relying on a repair shop, let them know how long the truck sat
unused, give them an idea of your budget, and have the truck
towed to the shop.

When a vehicle sits unused for this long there are
several items that need to be checked. I wouldn’t

TheYankeeXpress

Your source for business and community news and advertising.
Advertise on these pages and reach 175,000 readers

ads@theyankeexpress.com

Ron Moscoffian

T Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

%‘ Oxford, MA 01540
m 906:987:1070

mm.auto@verizon.net

Appr. #9537

Visit us online at lamoureuxford.com

366 E Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield

Treat Yourself, It’s Time!
We Make it Easy!

877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000
~ SERVICE HOURS ~

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ¢ Sat 8am-noon
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Tales from beyond

Nineveh Falls

By Thomas D’Agostino

The Hamonassets were a
peaceful tribe that lived along
the shores between the Agi-
ciomock River and the Con-
necticut River in Killingworth,
Connecticut. Their Sachem

was known as Sebaquanch,

“the man that weeps.” Uncas,
the famous Mohegan sachem
married his daughter, thus
inheriting the Hammonasset
land. He then sold a generous
parcel of real estate to George
Fenwick ESQ. of Saybrook.

On November 26, 1669, Uncas
sold the rest of the land to the
residents of Killingworth. The
remains of an Indian village
are located about a half of a
mile north of Route 80 near
the junction of Roast Meat Hill

* Buy ONLY what you need

* Cost Effective * No Waste
* Environmentally Friendly
*No job too small

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

* Flexibility - according to your schedule
* Custom Mix / Pour on the job...no “Hot-Loads”
* Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
* No Minimum Quantity to purchase

Homeowners Contractors
* Patios » Gas Stations
* Steps * Road Work

*» Fence Posts * Footings

* Decks * Curbing

* Retaining Walls « Sidewalks

* Pool Decks * Pre-Cast

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS

34 Providence Ro

Coming July 9 & 23, 2021
Space reservation: June 1

or by email at

The landscape of business as we know it
has dramatically changed, but now we are
starting to shift gears and build back up.
The Yankee Xpress and Blackstone Valley
Xpress are offering an outlet for busi-
ness owners with Back to Business - a cost
effective and strategic way to place your
business back in the mind of consumers.

Reach more than 60,000 homes this July!

Reserve your space today by contacting
Tony Discepolo at 860-884-3389

tdiscepolo@theyankeexpress.com

TheYankeeXpress
BLACKSTONE merpress

Custom-Concrete: Buy only the quantity you need.

NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

Sidewalk & curb repair - concrete finishing services available
Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

d, Sutton, MA

mﬁ ”ag 508-770-1200 -www.sma

loadconcrete.com

Road and Wolf Meadow Road.
The village consists of several
rock shelters where Indian
artifacts have been found. A
place called Nineveh Falls sits
not too far from the village
within the Killingworth Land
Conservation Trust near Lake
Hammonasset.

The falls have a haunting
legend concerning an Indian
maiden whose betrothed was
a warrior who went to battle
with a promise of marrying
her upon his return. Some-
time after his departure, false
news arrived of his death dur-
ing battle. Heartbroken and
distraught over the loss of her
beloved, she went to the falls
and threw herself into the rap-
ids. The brave returned to find
that his lover was dead and in
an attempt to join her, jumped
into the same rapids as she.

Now, when the full moon
casts a blanket of light upon the
land, witnesses can see two
ghostly figures walking along
the edge of the falls, hand-in-
hand in eternal wedlock.

There is another forlorn tale
of a beautiful young woman

DELIVERY AREAS

Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, Cherry Valley, Dudley,
East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North Brookfield,
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Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Connecticut: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock. :

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm I
Saturday 9:30-2pm

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Automatic Delivery
* Fuel Assistance Accepted

¢ Licensed In House Technicians
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NEW OFFICE LOCATION IN SOUTHBRIDGE | 34 NEWMAN AVE.

who fell in love with a local
farm boy. The young farmer
was the sole provider and
caretaker for the farm as well
as being in charge of looking
after his aging mother. Accord-
ing to legend, the young man
did not care for the girl and re-
sisted her affections towards
him. This caused the jilted
lover to throw herself from
the cliff into the rapids below.
The place has become known
as Lover’s Leap.

Another legend associated
with the area involves one of
the early settlers most feared
entities: witches. Yes, even Kill-
ingworth has a history of those
who were in league with the
devil. These old hags were said
to frequent the Nineveh and
Chatfield Hollow areas, brewing
their concoctions and casting
spells on unsuspecting under-
takers passing by the wicked
realm where they held consort
with the most evil one. A few
of these hags were Goody Wee
and her daughter Betty Wee
who traveled back and forth
from Killingworth to North
Madison casting their spells on
people for goods and profit.

In a 19th century book
called “The History of Mid-
dlesex County,” neighbors
claimed that the Wee witches
had the power to curdle their
finest cream so it could not be
churned into butter. It is writ-
ten that no farmer could pass

by these two hideous crea-
tures without a cessation of
goods from their carts. If they
refused, the carts would mys-
teriously topple and all of their
cargo would be lost.

Ghosts also lurk in the
woods around the falls. Who
they actually are is probably
forever lost to antiquity, but
they have been blamed for
many abominable occurrenc-
es that have taken place in the
area over the centuries. One
such tragedy took place at the
end of the 19th century when
a woman was approaching
the falls in her horse drawn
chaise. Something supernatu-
ral suddenly spooked the
steed and he started bucking
before breaking into a sprint
at a Godspeed pace down the
hill towards the bridge. The
woman tried in vain to pull
the reigns and halt the horse
as he dashed straight through
the wooden railing and off the
bridge sending the surrey and
all into the river below. Need-
less to say, the woman and
the horse did not survive the
“ghostly” encounter.

Thomas D’Agostino and his
wife Arlene Nicholson are sea-
soned paranormal investiga-
tors, authors, and co-organizers
of Paranormal United Research
Society. You can find out more
about them by visiting wwuw.
tomdagostino.com.

the Heart of God.

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
(intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter
how impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving please
Believer

AUTO
DETAIL
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Programs and events @ the Pearle

DUDLEY - Join The Pearle L. Crawford Library for one of its
virtual programs at the Pearle, 40 Schofield Ave., Dudley. To reg-
ister go to www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021

Storytime on Facebook Live, Wednesdays at noon. Join Miss
Lida for a live storytime on Facebook every Wednesday at noon,
and then stop by the library for a free take-and-make craft kit.
No Facebook account is needed for this free program. Just point
your browser to https://www.facebook.com/crawfordlibrary to
access the video. Can’t tune in at noon? Recordings of each
week’s storytime are available on the Facebook page beginning
Wednesday afternoon.

Music and Movement, first Friday of every month at 11 a.m.
Join Deb Hudgins on Facebook for Music and Movement, one of
our most popular programs. Nothing gets kids on their feet and
having fun quite like songs, dance and silly stories, and Miss
Deb has been. No Facebook account is needed for this free pro-
gram. Just point your browser to https://www.facebook.com/
crawfordlibrary to access the video.

Drug take-back a success
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Seed exchange throughout May. Have leftover tomato seeds
you don’t know what to do with? Want to try growing flowers?
Changed your mind about that kind of squash? The Pearle is
hosting a seed exchange during the month of May - take some
seeds to try, leave the seeds you don’t need, and get garden-
ing. Exchange boxes will be placed in the library and all are
welcome to contribute flower or vegetable seeds or take some
seeds for growing in your own garden.

Understanding your cat, Thursday, June 10 6:30-7:45 p.m.
Join us for a presentation by Dr. Rachel Geller, certified cat be-
haviorist, as she shares insights into what makes cats tick and
discusses the typical cat behavioral issues that she encoun-
ters in her work. Have a question about your feline friend’s

behavior? Dr. Geller will help you see what makes your cat
tick. Considering getting a cat or kitten? Dr. Geller can help
you decide which cat is purr-fect for your family. Questions
are encouraged during this interactive Zoom program. Free.
Open to all ages, but registration is required. Registered par-
ticipants will receive a link for the Zoom program 24 hours
before the event.

Summer reading kickoff event: Tails and Tales with Jungle Jim
Monday, June 21 3 p.m. Join us on Zoom for our Summer Read-
ing kickoff event with returning favorite magician Jungle Jim!
Free, but registration is required. Registered participants will
receive a link for the Zoom program 24 hours before the event.
Sponsored by Hugh W. and Harriet K. Crawford Endowment.

) d{ 'Wlindows « Doors « Millwork « Roofing « Insulation « Decking

o ¥ .

On Saturday, April 24, the Dudley Police Department, and
the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), conducted
another prescription drug “Take Back” event. For the sev-
enteenth time in Dudley, the public had the opportunity to
provide for safe disposal of expired, unused, and unwanted
prescription drugs. The service was free and anonymous.
This was a well-attended event. Over 45 people dropped
off a large quantity of prescription medications. A total of 7
boxes were turned in for disposal. It was another success-
ful event, and the Dudley Police encourage everyone to take
advantage of these programs in the future. The next one is
tentatively planned for the Fall of 2021.
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Painting outdoors

Auburn Recreation and Culture is offering Plein Air - painting
outdoors, $20 per session, $110 for 6 sessions May 19 - June 23,
Wednesdays 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., rain date Thursdays. Pre- registra-
tion is required and payment info contact kpappas@town.au-
burn.ma.us 508-832-7736 or 508-755-3291.

Acrylic painting classes for 15 students of any level, preferable
some knowledge of basic acrylic painting, 13 years of age and

X
Call
508-987-1187
www.pratttrucking.com

CLASS B CDL DRIVERS

Must possess a valid Class B drivers license, current
medical card, proof of a DCL self certification, clean
driving record and experience in the waste and recycling
industry.

Positions offer full-time, year-round waork with a famiky
awned company servicing the industry for over 80 years.
Full vacation & benefit package. Wages in propartion 1o
ability and experience,

MECHANIC WANTED

Pratt Trucking/Little River Recycling Oxford, MA

Job Summary: Pratt Trucking is a family owned and operat-
ed company in Oxford, MA. We are searching for a qualified
mechanic to work on our fleet of Garbage Trucks, Roll Off
Trucks, Hook Lift Trucks, and other equipment. Top Wages
Paid, Weekends Off, and Benefits!

Responsibilities: Performs physical tasks in the shop or field
in support of operations including, but not limited to: in-
spection, troubleshooting, repairs, and maintenance of
equipment. Provides unscheduled repairs of equipment; re-
views equipment status with operational personnel and per-
forms scheduled maintenance of trucks and equipment. In-
spects, repairs, maintains, and makes recommendations and
performs modifications to functional parts of a variety of
equipment and machinery. Diagnoses maintenance require-
ments on diesel engines, transmissions, drive lines, differen-
tials, electrical circuits, hydraulic systems, and chassis
through diagnostic aids, inspections, and interpretation of
equipment reports with assistance. Disassembles, over-
hauls, and replaces worn parts on equipment as required.
Reads and interprets work orders to perform required main-
tenance and service. Demonstrated commitment to a clean
and safe working environment.

Qualifications and Skills: Knowledge of Mack, Cummins,
GMC, Chevrolet trucks. Knowledge of troubleshooting/diag-
nostic tools. Experience as a heavy duty truck mechanic.
Ability to work safely in a shop environment. Mechanical
skills should include, but are not limited to, mechanical,
electrical, pneumatic and hydraulic troubleshooting and re-
pair of trucks and equipment.

Benefits: Health Insurance, Top Wages! Over-time optional.
Job Type: Full-time. Experience: Driver’s License (Required),
Diesel Mechanic: 1 year (Required), Diesel repair certifica-
tion (Preferred), Trash industry experience (Preferred), Class
A or B CDL (Preferred), Welding experience (Preferred)

Salary based upon experience (top wages paid)
Apply now in person at Pratt Trucking
22 Town Forest Rd ¢ Oxford MA 01540
(508) 987-1187
or apply online at: www.pratttrucking.com

older. Classes will be based on the foundational principles of
painting landscape. Class discussion on composition, color, val-
ue, building shapes and forms, light and shadow, and knowing
when a work is done. We will paint at different locations through-
out Auburn. Also, if additional time is needed to complete the art
work, there will a one hour follow-up session the next day at the
location: Pakachoag Golf Course, Dr. Robert Goddard Park - Fire
Station, Auburn Pond - Library, Auburn Senior Center, Water
Street Memorial and Pakachoag Golf Course.

Supplies included in cost: acrylic paint, brushes, canvas, table
easels, and palette paper pad. Students bring: jar of water, paper
towels, newspaper, or rags, old cookie sheet (to hold palette pa-
per) and table and chair.

Instructor Jayne Sarkisian is an art enthusiast and a lifelong
resident of Auburn, enjoys painting landscape, sunrises and
sunsets, and paintings that reflect nature. She pursued her talent
by completing two degrees in Fine Arts at Leicester Jr. College
and The Worcester Art Museum. While raising two boys, she
completed her Bachelor’s degree in Education, and worked in
the auto insurance field. In 2014, Jayne started a part-time busi-
ness, Sarkisian Studios. She teaches acrylic painting and crafts
to small private groups and to large groups raising money for
charities. Jayne has recently retired, is now fine-tuning her paint-
ing skills, expanding her paint business, and selling her artwork
on Etsy and The Discerning Kaleidoscope. Jayne’s teaching is
a way of giving back and sharing her love of painting and the
arts. jaynesark@aol.com, 508-414-2486, facebook.com/Sarkisian
Studios, etsy.com/shop/Sarkisian Studios.

Thanksgiving in April

The Bartlett Indians and the Southbridge Pioneers met for the
101st time at McMahon field on Monday, April 19. It might be
months after Thanksgiving but the excitement and anticipation
were evident in the players and few fans who were lucky enough
to attend the game. As always, the two teams leave their hearts
on the field and stats mean nothing for these two rivals. They
played hard and fought tough in another nail biter game. Great
play by all and the Indians came back to Webster with a 22-12
victory. Congratulations.

- Kristen M. Pappas
Photographer’s love of water

Sam Kontoes dives for a first down following this catch
from Alex Nunez.
Facebook page.

See more photos on the Yankee Xpress

WEBSTER - “Water - The Stuff of Life,” photography by Don Mc-
Callister, is on display and for sale May 1st-29 at Booklovers’
Gourmet, 72 East Main Street, Webster, during regular business
hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5. For more information call 508-949-
6232 or email deb@bookloversgourmet.com.

Artist’s Statement: Years ago I read the book “The Immense
Journey” by naturalist Loren Eisley. In it he wrote “If there is
magic on this planet, it is contained in water.” It was also around
this time that I began my own forty-plus year journey as a pho-
tographer and I did not realize how often water would be a key
element in my images. In reviewing my archives this past winter,
the idea of building a collection based upon the theme of water
took hold. Memories of some of my favorite images came back
and I dug through boxes of old Kodachrome slides to find some
of these pictures. Melding the old and the new resulted in doz-
ens of candidates that I whittled down to this final collection.
Looking forward and back, I hope these images inspire people
to look for beauty in our natural world and in that most common
of everyday things, water.

Zack Latuga blocking for QB Alex Nunez to get the pass off.

Clean Slate Estate Inc.

New England’s Premier Estate Clean-0ut Company.

www.CleanSlateEstate.com

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

“We buy Comics, Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Artwork,
Collectibles, Cars, Guns, Toys Highest Prices Paid!”

FREE QUOTES CALL

TEXT US A PHOTO

15% OFF

INSURED FOR SENIORS
AND AND WAR
BONDED VETERANS

Clean Slate Estate Inc.
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School sports “wedge season” filled a void

The high school “wedge
season” is complete and the
MIAA hit a home run by fol-
lowing their plan and they
deserve credit.

The kids got a half season
in games played in football,
soccer, and field hockey and
they gave all of us hope and

enthusiasm after COVID-19
that paralyzed us since Feb-
ruary 2020.

The breakout wedge sea-
son from COVID was coura-
geous for anyone who was
involved in the day-to-day
process. Good job to student
athletes, coaches, officials,

BHS head coach Dane Laboissonniere (right) addresses his team following the win over
Southbridge in the postponed Thanksgiving Day football game. He noted that the seniors
have the distinction of beating their rival for all four of their high school years. This was his
final on-field talk with the team as he has decided to retire. Good luck, coach.

Brad Smith,

The recent passing of Brad
Smith, a great friend to many
and the ultimate teammate,
who had an easy sense of
humor, has saddened all
who knew him.

Brad lived his life to the full-
est and enjoyed any and all
opportunities to compete and
he excelled on the biggest
stages as a Bartlett athlete.

He accomplished more
championships-six-than any
other athlete in the history of
Bartlett athletics.

This space is challenging
any athlete statewide ever
to match Brad’s six biggest
stage championships. More
on that later.

Brad’s Bartlett High School
athletic resumé has ap-
peared in this space many,
many times over the past 35
years as the all time bench-
mark of exactly what a team-
mate, leader, and winner
should be.

The spirit of the Bartlett
Athletic Hall of Fame never
recognized their six highest
and ultimate accomplish-
ments from 1979 through
1981, with the individual com-
mon denominator being Brad
Smith, until 2018. Brad was
a great teammate and leader
on all his Indian basketball
teams and expressed many
times that it was all about his
teammates and timing.

Brad was proud to wear
that Bartlett uniform and
put it on in front of so many
venues across the state in six
championship games. Brad
was one the best advertis-
ers that Bartlett could have
ever hoped for. Nobody ever
advertised the green Bartlett
uniform on the biggest of
biggest stages more than

BHS legend

Brad Smith during his years at
Bartlett from 1978 to 1981. No
Bartlett graduate has ever ac-
complished what Brad Smith
accomplished as a starter
and a statistical leader during
these milestones.

Basketball State Champion
1979, Clark Tournament Cham-
pion 1979, 1980, and 1981, and
Basketball District Champion
1979 and 1981. Six for six. Per-
fect. That’s six championships
of the highest level of compe-
tition that Bartlett could ever
qualify for.

No Bartlett student athlete
in the history of Bartlett High
School ever did what Brad
Smith did as a starter on
all these six championship
teams.

Let’s keep in mind that Brad
didn’t get inducted in the pres-
tigious Bartlett Hall of Fame
as an individual athlete until
2018, but he was most proud
of the 1979 state champion-
ship team being inducted in
2002. The 197879 basketball
team coached by Bob Paranto
was inducted 2002.

Brad’s additional accom-
plishments were Telegram
and Gazette Super Team
member, Border Conference
All Star, member of the presti-
gious Best of 48 state-wide All
Star game, and a member of
the 10 best Central Mass team
of basketball players.

Brad averaged 26 points
his senior year and was a
1,000 point career scorer and
played on a border confer-
ence championship team in
basketball. Adding the border
conference championship
team totals Brad’s champion-
ships to seven overall. But,
those six championships on
the highest of highest stages

will never be duplicated
again at Bartlett.

Brad also started at short-
stop in baseball a couple of
years for the Indians.

He went on to start in
basketball at Southeastern
Mass University for three
years.

Brad’s brother Bruce has
been on the waiting list on
the Bartlett High School
Athletic Hall of Fame com-
mittee’s table for a long
time and Bruce’s athletic
achievements as an Indian
include being a three sport
starter for three years and
he excelled in football as
a tightend and linebacker
where he earned a full
scholarship to Division
One Northeastern. Bruce
played on a Class B Central
Mass Championship team
for coach Joe Lucido and
scored 988 career points in
basketball.

The Smith brothers should
have been in the Bartlett Hall
of Fame a long time ago and
imagine if they went in to-
gether... No, that would have
made too much sense.

Thank you, Brad Smith,
for spreading your good
will smile to all whom you
considered friends and we
know you are looking down
at your brother Bruce who
deserves a place at the
Bartlett Hall of Fame table.

Peter Coyle

and all frontline staff from
ticket collectors, groundskee-
pers, etc.

The upper athletic field on
Ray Street in Webster was in
terrific shape thanks to the
work of Ken Pizzetti and his
staff. Getting any field ready
to play by mid-April during a
normal year for baseball and
softball is a challenge. Trying
to get a football field ready for
games in March is unbeliev-
able and Pizzetti pulled it off.
Kudos to Pizzetti again.

A lot of curiosity was spiked
from a January story in this
space about the removal and
disappearance of the grand-
stands at the Memorial Field
in Webster. Safety reasons
forbade any further seating
in those bleachers and that’s
the reason they were disas-
sembled and removed.

After this “wedge season,”
it’s sad to say that public seat-
ing isn’t needed anymore.
Spectators are non-existent
at high school contests. Pur-
chasing public seating for 40
people attending a football
game is an economic waste.

Thanksgiving Day games
draw 250 people so what is
the sense of purchasing ex-
pensive bleachers that have
to pass a safety code every
year at the town’s expense.

After a year of being pent-
up because of COVID-19, the
Bartlett at Southbridge foot-

ball game on Patriots Day
only attracted 200 fans. Sad
times in front of us old timers
who rarely followed the foot-
ball as spectators. It was all
about what the other players
were doing on that specific
play. If you don’t understand
that, please don’t try. Just
ask someone over 60 about
blocking and tackling. It's a
lost skill. Colliding into a run-
ningback gets the applause
today.

Back to no bleachers and
no fans attending games
these days it is because
iPhones and iPads and live
steaming allows any fan to
sit at home and watch a high
school sporting contest.

The dinosaurs are fading
fast, meaning old school be-
liefs and traditions do not
exist anymore. The millen-
nial era is here to stay. Saw it
coming like a tsunami.

Congratulations to the Ox-
ford High School football
program as they finished the
wedge season at 4-1. That 4-1
record got Head coach Jeft
Clarkson and his staff a com-
plimentary breakfast at Carl’s
Diner.

Pirate alum Gordon Cook
and head chef at Carl’s will
prepare the meal and even
deliver the fixings to his old
school. Cook is a favorite
of this address and learned
from the best while at Oxford
in the late 70s in the likes of
Roger Bacon and the late Joe
Moran and also from Paul
“the Bear” Brissette who
greeted Cook at the front
door every morning back in
the day. After Cook passed in-
spection with Brissette, it was
on to John Mullen’s class-
room for a quick rendition of
the Pirate fight song and a les-
son on semper fidelis.

Economyfan#as*& A'wning Cox

Pool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

+ Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
+ Manufacture & Repair All Canvas Products

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

www-EconomyCanvasAndAwning-com
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508-765-5921

, JEFF D. HELGERSON EXCAVATING, INC.

79 Bay Path Road, Charlton, MA 01507
508.248.7242 « Fax 508.248.4654
www.helgersonexcavating.com

** NOW HIRING *+*

CDL Class B Driver/Sepfic Service Technician

Are you looking to work for a well-established and reputable
Company that drives quality, integrity, superior performance and
teamworke We are very selectively seeking a team player to join
our wonderful team in Charlton, MA.

We are a Septic and Excavating company with benefits that
you've never experienced. We offer fully paid medical insurance
premiums, matched Simple IRA, vacation fime and annual Bonus
(based on Company performance).

Ideal candidate must have strong desire to work in the ev-
er-changing wastewater industry, have positive and productive
work ethics, and take pride in all you offer to our business. Class
B CDL required. Ideally, you will have experience with non-haz-
ardous wastewater hauling, septic tank pumping and knowledge
of industrial vacuum equipment. Candidate must be person-
able and respectful, detail-oriented and receptive to other
tasks. Clean driving record and medical card required. Must be
physically able and agree to a CORI check and all related DOT
requirements. Standing working hours are 7:00AM-3:30PM, how-
ever, flexibility fo meet unexpected needs is a must.

Interested applicants please call (508) 248-7242 or send resumé
to: info@helgersonexcavating.com. You are more than welcome
to swing into our office to fill out an application.
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Tips on financial planning

What to expect from a financial review

Dennis Antonopoulos
The COVID-19 pandemic may
have unsettled many aspects

of your life - including your fi-
nancial situation. Even if your
employment and earnings
were not directly affected, you
might have concerns about
whether you've been making
the right investment moves in
such a stressful environment.
The pandemic is, hopefully,
just a once-in-alifetime oc-
currence, but different events
can rattle financial markets.
And changes in your own life

also can affect your plans. To
prepare yourself for whatever
tomorrow may hold, you may
want to get some professional
help - but what, really, can
you expect from a financial
advisor?

A financial advisor will look
holistically at your life - your
family composition, your ca-
reer, your hopes and dreams,
your instincts about saving
and spending money, your

COMPLETE AUTO
GLASS SPECIALISTS

* Chip & Crack Repair
*» Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

* Fabrication of flat glass

« Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 - 508-949-1327
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

« Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
* Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles

* In-shop service ¢ Free mobile service

* Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

* Quality workmanship guaranteed

« Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
« Servicing customers for over 25 years

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

risk tolerance and other fac-
tors. So, during your initial
meeting, and at subsequent
reviews afterward, here are
some of the key areas you’ll
discuss:

 Feelings about your finan-
cial situation - Numbers are
important to financial advi-
sors, but what's most mean-
ingful to them is understand-
ing what’s important to their
clients. Are you confident
about your overall financial
outlook? Are you worried
about your cash flow? Are
you distressed over volatil-
ity in the financial markets?
Do you have concerns about
your career? By getting at the
answers to these and similar
questions, a financial advisor
can gain a clear sense of who
you are and what matters to
you. You can then follow an
established process to build
your personalized strategies
and take the specific actions
needed to achieve your goals.
* Progress toward your goals
- It takes patience and dis-
cipline to achieve long-term
goals, such as helping send
your kids to college or enjoy-
ing the retirement lifestyle
you've envisioned for your-

self. As you save and invest
for these goals over the years,
you’ll want to....measure your
progress regularly. If you
seem to be falling behind,
your financial advisor can sug-
gest moves such as increasing
your investments or adjusting
your investment mix.

* Changes in your fam-
ily situation - Marriage or re-
marriage, the arrival of new
children, the departure of
children for college, caregiv-
ing responsibilities for older
parents - any and all of these
events can make a big differ-
ence in your goals and, as a
result, your investment plans.
During your reviews, your fi-
nancial advisor will consider
these changes when making
suggestions or recommenda-
tions. (Changes in your fam-
ily’s status may affect your es-
tate plans, so you’ll also need
to work with your legal advi-
sor or other estate-planning
professional.)

* Changes in your retirement
plans - As you near retire-
ment, you might decide that
your original plans for this
time of your life no longer suit
you. For example, you might
have once thought that, when

you retired, you would stay
close to home, volunteering
and pursuing your hobbies.
But now you’ve been thinking
how much you would enjoy
traveling, or perhaps even
living abroad for a while. To
accommodate your change in
plans, a financial professional
may recommend certain
moves, such as working a cou-
ple of years longer or adjust-
ing the amount you eventually
withdraw from your 401(k),
IRA and other retirement ac-
counts.

As you work toward your
goals, you may find it chal-
lenging to navigate the finan-
cial markets and respond to
the changes in your life - but
you don’t have to go it alone.
And knowing what to expect
from a financial advisor can
help smooth your journey.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel:
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.
Edward Jones Member SIPC.
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MARK SARKISIAN, JR.

www.capitolsiding.com

ﬁbma CAPITOL SIDING &
HOMIE IMPROVEMENT

Custom Exteriors ¢ Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows
Roofing * Seamless Gutters

markjr@capitolsiding.com Er_hs'_i -

» INC,

30 Auburn Street

s Auburn, MA 01501
}WF‘~ Tel 508-832-5981
d Fax (508) 832-0464

-

“Better than the rest” -

CLEAN OUTS

DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

WE DO EVERYTHING!!
VERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!
J Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage

Carpets / Floors / Upholstery
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

DOUGLAS
MASS.

, econnorll7@gmail.com

V) 207.779.7142

PRE-OWNED AUTOS Since 1965

WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE
CAR - TRUCK - SUV
AT THE BEST PRICE!!

2010 - 2019 MODELS

ene’d

772 Southbridge St., Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501
www.PerroAuto.com

ASK FOR JOHN or
MICHAEL

508-641-8195
508-641-8197

290 Providence Rd-
S. Grafton, MA

o
L)

Kris Sutton

ﬂ kris@streetcarsolutions.com

=T

STREET CAR
SOLUTIONS

StreetCa rﬁolutluns com

508-839-7071

ads@TheYankeeXpress.com

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers, Tractor Service, Tune-Ups &
Repairs Pickup & Delivery, Lawnmower Repair

492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

508-987-2775

GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION

Seroing: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON,
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER,

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

www.SochiasOil.com

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

B & M and SONS
AUTO REMOVAL

“Buyers of ALL Scrap
Cars, Trucks and Catalytic Converters”

(508) 873-6112

e T——

:--él -
v,

STUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal
LOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates




Mark Marzeotti

Not only does the house you're
selling have a fresh coat of paint
you changed out the light fixtures
in the bathroom and upgraded the
stove. But is it enough to impress
the home appraiser who’s come
to assess your house’s value?
There are quite a few factors that
go into a home appraisal.

What does a home appraiser look
for?

A home appraiser’s role is to de-
termine a home’s value by inves-
tigating the property’s location,
square footage, condition, num-
ber of rooms and any renovations
or additions. They’ll also look at
recent sales of similar homes in
the neighborhood.

So, what are some of the key ex-
ternal factors they’ll consider?
Like many parts of a home ap-
praisal, much of this is beyond
your control:

* The location. Everything from
the quality of the school district to
the proximity to employment op-
portunities gets factored in here.
An appraiser will also consider
things like entertainment (is there
a movie theater or restaurants
nearby?) as well as likelihood of
any impact from a natural disaster
(say, if it’s in a flood zone).

* Land use. If you look at the
neighborhood, is it suburban,
rural or urban? What percentage
of the land is used for homes vs.
businesses? Are there a lot of
wide open spaces (parks, etc.) or
is it very dense?

e The size of your lot. Do you
have space to expand? A back-
yard? Room to grow? This can af-
fect your appraisal amount.

e Access to public utilities. Ev-
erything from water to sewage—a
home appraiser will want to know
if hookups are available.

e Parking. This applies to the
quality of the driveway (is it
paved? dirt? something else?) to
the size of your garage (or lack of
one, if that’s the case).

* The year your property was
built. The age of your property is
something a home appraiser con-
siders, but his or her assessment
can be affected by maintenance.

* The roof and foundation type.
Newer homes typically utilize
newer materials. Same applies to
your home’s siding, windows and
doors (anything that’s more ener-
gy-efficient will give your home an
automatic uptick in value).

¢ Square footage. Also, the num-
ber of bedrooms and bathrooms.
* Basement and attic features.
Do you have a finished basement
and attic? Can it be turned into a
playroom? Or is it more of a crawl
space?

e Recent renovations. They’ll
particularly look at kitchens and
bathrooms.

While the buyer’s bank typi-
cally chooses the home appraiser,
it's worth noting that the person
they select is someone who has
to be certified in your state, which
means they have to adhere to the
Appraisal Foundation’s Uniform
Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice. Your REALTOR
can guide you on this. A good way
to think of a home appraiser is to
consider them a neutral party.
Their number one goal is to con-
firm that the price of the home is
fair to everyone—the buyer, the
seller and the bank.

The appraisal happens after

RE: Real Estate
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What hurts a home appraisal? 6 common factors to consider

an offer is made, but before that
deal has closed. And if the home
appraisal comes in and the price
is off the mark? If the appraised
value is higher than the offer, then
there’s typically no issue in terms
of the loan, but if the appraisal
is lower, this can be tricky since
the lender will only loan money
up to the appraised amount. The
impact for the seller is that the
buyer could pull their offer. This
is where your REALTOR can help
you with the additional negotia-
tion to keep this deal on track.
Home appraisal factors you can
control
There are quite a few factors that
you have the power to change
ahead of an assessment by a
home appraiser. Yes, things like
your home’s location or recent
sales in the neighborhood play a
part, but you can control any ren-
ovations you've done or will do to
your home. For instance, if you've
built an addition like another bed-
room or turned a dingy basement
into a gorgeous rec room, this
should raise your home’s value.
Make sure you hold onto any
records of renovations you've
done and keep in mind that what
you paid for these renovations
may not boost your home’s value
dollar for dollar.
Other factors you can control:
1. A leaky roof.
One of the worst things you can
do is delay on necessary mainte-
nance. It’s that leaky roof or the
deck repair you've neglected for
years—over time they’ll become
much more costly or extensive
problems.
2. Dated finishes or appliances.
Things like worn-out countertops
or bathroom tiles that need to be
re-grouted all have an impact on
the final assessment of your home

before a sale. So take the time,
and put in the money to fix these
things before putting your home
on the market.

Just be mindful that you don’t
over-improve (go too fancy or too
niche with your design choices on
hardware or bathtubs, etc.) since
you want a look that will appeal to
the maximum number of buyers.
(One man’s walk-in wine cellar is
another man’s giant headache.)

3. Obvious repairs.

Let’s say you had someone in to
assess that roof repair and you're
on it—your REALTOR will make it
clear to your home appraiser that
this will be done by the time of
the sale, so that they don’t take
that amount off the final value of
the home.

Make sure to also honestly con-
sider any renovations or changes
you've made for the worse—par-
ticularly any amenities you've
removed. For instance, if you've
torn down a wall to prioritize an
open floor plan, but eliminated
a bedroom in the process or re-
moved a jacuzzi from the back-
yard, this could detract from your
home’s appraised value. Think
long and hard before you remove

any features from your home.

OK, so how about the things
you can’t control? Most of this
comes down to your home’s loca-
tion:

1. The value of nearby listings.
Like we said, it’s not just the in-
ternal factors of your home that
make a difference—a lot is tied
to how your home measures up
against other listings in your area.
(In the real estate world, this is
referred to an assessment of com-
parable sales.)

In this sense, an appraiser will
consider your house’s square
footage and number of stories in
comparison to similar models.
This applies to amenities, too.
Let’s say your home has a two-
car garage. What are other homes
with these types of features sell-
ing for nearby?

A good appraiser will consider
multiple properties and be weary
of outliers. (Say, that bargain list-
ing right across the street from the
highway off-ramp.)

2. Market conditions.

This is about supply and demand.
If your home is in an area with de-
creasing prices or vacancies and
foreclosures, this could negative-

ly affect your home’s value. But if
sales are on the rise and the fu-
ture trajectory of your area looks
positive (growing employment
ops, for example), this all affects
the price.

That said, if you're fielding
multiple offers on your property,
your REALTOR will let your ap-
praiser know. (That could be a
testament to not just value and
future value, but also improving
market conditions.)

3. A busy street.
If your home is off a freeway or

near a bustling shopping district
with loads of outdoor restaurants,
that can lower the final appraisal.
Bottom Line: Consult your agent—
and a home inspector—ahead of
time

A REALTOR is trained to foresee
potential problem areas. Have a
conversation with them about any
anxieties you have, but also do a
walk-through to talk through the
obvious changes you can make
ahead of a home appraisal—all to
ensure you get the top dollar you
deserve.
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Lake Realty

www.LakeRealty.net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant

Cell 508.769.9211
111 East Main Street, Webster

www.WebsterLake.com or .net

SMARTenl

& 7
15

Registry Service

home | life | business | auto

Oxford

Insurance Agency

300 Main Street
tel 508-987-0333 fax 508-987-0063
Office Hours
mon-fri 8:30-5:00 | thurs 8:30-7:00

Serving Central Massachusetts for over 30 years
www.oxfordinsurance.com

BE YN0

Each Office
Independently Owned
and Operated

Re/Max Acclaim

351 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

maureen@oconnorrealtor.com

RE/MAX

Maureen O’Connor
REALTOR® SRES, CMRS

508-832-6888

508-981-4902

Diane Luong

774-239-2937

774-230-5044

«.  REMAX
Advantage |

CBR, SRES, MBA

JoAnn Szymczak Reviewing your Situation
GRI, SRES, CBR  Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us!

Together, /Ve're
Working For You!

the Senior Housing Market.
There may come a time when you
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.

Call for a FREE consultation.

Maribeth Marzeotti
#e RE/MAX
' ADVANTAGE 1

" Maribeth
{ Marzeotti
Realtor

25 Union Street, 4th floor

'Eé_"‘[ [E H'IS Worcester, MA D604

508-864-8163
MBHarzeotti@gmall.com
warw. MarzeottiGroup.com

Sandi Grzyb

has joined

* Buying
*Selling
¢ Investing

CONTACT INFO:
774-230-3500 | 508-943-6960

Text Sandi @ 85377
sandigrzyb@aol.com

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty!

“l look forward to
serving you in all of your
real estate ventures!”

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty - 435 Shrewsbury St., Worcester, MA 01604

Commercial /Industrial

lease opportunity

21 Pearl St.,
Webster, MA 01570

Description:
57k sf. Building.

Wet Sprinkler system.
3 Phase Electrical.
New Zoned High Efficiency Gas Heat.
New Electrical Lighting.

Freight Elevator (3500lbs Capacity)
Rate $8.00 /sf./yr.

Usable space:
First floor 21,978 sf. with 11 ft ceiling height.

Second floor 22,784 sf. with 1172 ceiling height.
Third floor 5,244 sf. with 12 ft. ceiling height.
Drive in Bay with dock leveler (1)
Exterior Dock Doors (2) First Floor. (2) second Floor.
Parking private gated and public street plus two bay
commercial garage 20x30x12.

Robert Warehouse LLC

Contact: Pete Coppola
at 508-640-5813

Available

June 1, 2021
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Larry's Landscape

SUPPLIES

-

“MUL CH- Hemlock - Red Cedar - Black
and Brown Pine ¢ Certified Kid Safe Mulch

.........

STONES - 7 Different Colors * Brick Sand.,

Gravel, Loam, Stone Dust & More!

NEW BOILER INSTALLS gt

*» Crown Boilers
. VV!IIlamson Furnaces STALLS COME Wi .
* Oil Tank Installs ANDLABORWARRANTYL | ™) %

MANUFACTURERS
WARRANTY -]

We tlo Nﬂ'l'
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
less system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning
and ductless mini splits

A Full Service Oil Company

24-Hour Emergency Service

WWW.LMTOIL.COM « WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

Your One Stop Shop for Bark Mulch and Stone

k3

WE WILL SPREAD MULCH
THAT WE DELIVER!

Please ask for details when ordering

Same Day Delivery Guaranteed

We deliver to Charlton, Southbridge, Sturbridge, Oxford, Rochdale,
Spencer, Dudley, Leicester, Webster, Brimfield, Auburn,

Brookfields, Holland, Wales, Sutton, Millbury and Worcester.

NEXT TO CVS ON ROUTE 20
CHARLTON, MA
508:248-6004 ==

LARRYSLANDSCAPESSUPPLY.COM

Don’'t spend
another summer
sweating!

*
=

Choose Morrissette & Son
as your installer, and receive:

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts &
Compressor Warranty for 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years
compressor)

-Financing through the MassSave
Heatloan
- Rebates through MassSave,
with processing on your behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly trained technicians with
Installation & Service
-Maintenance Contracts Available

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

’ MITSUBISHI
A7 ELECTRIC

Electrical ggntractnrs.

DIAMOND" %/
ELECTRICAL * HWALC - GENERATORS
508-476-9879

MarrissetteElectrical.com




