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HAVEN’S HORSES
Ministry through horsemanship

Prairie Parnell, Therapeutic Instructor, Courtney Willis, Asst. Director, Courtney Ortiz, Rider,   Lisa Paynor, Volunteer, Michelle Mora, Rider,  
Nicole Mattingling, Volunteer, Brooke Bettinger, Volunteer, Celena Salinas, Program Director, Jonathan Martin, Rider, Melanie Nevins, Volunteer.

“We believe everyone  

can ride at Haven’s Horses.”

F
or seven years and counting, Haven’s Horses has given children, 

both able-bodied and disabled, the ability to carry themselves with 

FRQ¿GHQFH��7KURXJK�WKHUDSHXWLF�ULGLQJ�DQG�YDULRXV�KRUVHPDQVKLS�
classes, the Keller-based ministry — a division of the residential foster 

home called Christ’s Haven for Children — teaches kids life skills 

WKURXJK�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�PRVW�PDJQL¿FHQW�FUHDWXUHV��
+DYHQ¶V�+RUVHV�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�DFFHSWLQJ�QHZ�ULGHUV�IRU�SK\VLFDO�WKHUDS\�
RQ�KRUVHEDFN�DQG�WKHUDSHXWLF�ULGLQJ��$W�+DYHQ¶V�+RUVHV��³:H�EHOLHYH�
HYHU\RQH�FDQ�ULGH�´�
� &HOHQD� 6DOLQDV�� SURJUDP� GLUHFWRU� IRU� +DYHQ¶V� +RUVHV�� KDV� EHHQ�
LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�LQ�������+HU�GDXJKWHU��
QRZ�����XVHG�WR�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�G\VOH[LD��³,�VDZ�ZKDW�WKH�KRUVHPDQVKLS�
FODVVHV� GLG� IRU� KHU�� ERRVWLQJ� KHU� FRQ¿GHQFH�´� VKH� VD\V�� ³,� IHOO� LQ�
ORYH�ZLWK� WKH�SURJUDP�� VR� ,� VWDUWHG�YROXQWHHULQJ�´�+DYHQ¶V�+RUVHV� LV�
HVSHFLDOO\� EHQH¿FLDO� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� ZKR� KDYH� GLVDELOLWLHV� OLNH� DXWLVP��
'RZQ�V\QGURPH��FHUHEUDO�SDOV\�RU�HYHQ�EUDLQ�LQMXULHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�
DEOH� WR� LPSURYH� WKHLU� FRJQLWLYH�SURFHVVLQJ�� EDODQFH� FRRUGLQDWLRQ� DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�6DOLQDV��KRUVHV�ZRUN�SDUWLFXODUO\�
ZHOO�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�KDYH�$VSHUJHU�V\QGURPH�RU�VHL]XUH�GLVRUGHUV�
EHFDXVH�WKH�DQLPDOV�FDQ�VHQVH�WKH�PRPHQWV�EHIRUH�D�FKLOG�H[SHULHQFHV�D�
VHL]XUH�HSLVRGH��$GGLWLRQDOO\��D�KRUVH¶V�JDLW�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�ZD\�SHRSOH�
walk, so riders are using muscles they might not use on a regular basis 

DQG�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�JDLQLQJ�YDOXDEOH�SK\VLFDO�H[HUFLVH�
� ³:H�KDYH�RQH�ULGHU�ZKR�LV�VHYHUHO\�GLVDEOHG�´�6DOLQDV�VD\V��³,W�ZDV�D�
tremendous struggle to hold her and have her on the horse because she 

GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�FRUH�WR�VLW�XS��5HFHQWO\��,�ZDV�DW�WKH�VWDEOHV�ZDWFKLQJ�
KHU�OHVVRQ��,W�ZDV�D�FRPSOHWH�����IURP�ZKHQ�,�¿UVW�VDZ�KHU�WR�VHHLQJ�
KHU�WKHQ��6KH�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�VLWWLQJ�XS�LQVWHDG�RI�KXQFKHG�RYHU��,W�ZDV�D�
VSHHFKOHVV�WKLQJ�WR�ZLWQHVV��7R�NQRZ�WKDW¶V�ZKDW�,¶P�D�SDUW�RI�PDNHV�LW�
VR�UHZDUGLQJ�´

� +DYHQ¶V�+RUVHV� NHHSV� ��� KRUVHV�� HDFK� RI�ZKLFK� LV� DFFXVWRPHG� WR�
VSHQGLQJ� WLPH�ZLWK�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�KDV�D�VSHFLDO�SHUVRQDOLW\� WKDW�
LV�SDWLHQW�DQG�JHQWOH��7KH�SURJUDP�LV�XQLTXH�LQ�WKDW�LW�WDNHV�D�FOLQLFDO�
PHWKRG� OLNH� WKHUDS\� DQG� EULQJV� LW� LQWR� D� QRQ�FOLQLFDO� HQYLURQPHQW��
the outdoors, where children can feel more comfortable as they bond 

ZLWK� WKH� DQLPDOV�� +DYHQ¶V� +RUVHV� DOVR� SURPRWHV� WKH� PLVVLRQ� WKDW�
&KULVW¶V� +DYHQ� IRU� &KLOGUHQ� DGYRFDWHV�� IRVWHULQJ� D� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
-HVXV�&KULVW��7KH�HQWLUH� VWDII�RI�YROXQWHHUV� LV�GHGLFDWHG� WR� LPSURYLQJ�
DOO�FKLOGUHQ¶V� OLYHV� WKURXJK�KRUVHPDQVKLS�DQG�GRLQJ�VR� LQ�D� VDIH�DQG�
ORYLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW��+DYHQ¶V�+RUVHV�LV�DOZD\V�DFFHSWLQJ�GRQDWLRQV�DQG�
VSRQVRUVKLSV�WKDW�KHOS�WKH�SURJUDP�QRW�RQO\�SURYLGH�LWHPV�OLNH�ULGLQJ�
KHOPHWV��ZHVWHUQ�WDFN�DQG�EDUQ�VXSSOLHV�EXW�DOVR�LQYLWH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�WR�
HPEUDFH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURJUDP��6HYHUDO�ZLVK�
OLVW�LWHPV�LQFOXGH�DQ�(QJOLVK�WKHUDSHXWLF�ULGLQJ�VDGGOH�����������&RPIRUW�
WUHHOHVV�VDGGOH��������DQG�DQ�HOHFWULF�FKDLU�OLIW�����������

Haven’s Horses
4200 Keller-Haslet Rd., Keller

817-431-1544

HavensHorses.com


