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•FREE Loaner Cars Available
•FREE Rides to Work/Home
•FREE Vehicle Pickup & Delivery
•6 Month Financing Available
•3 Years/36k Mile Warranty
•Same Day Service on Most Repairs
•Free Digital Inspections with
    pictures for absolute transparency

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL + FREE Check Up
$37.97 Synthetic Oil Change

For faster service, please call ahead for an appointment. Most cars/trucks. Oil change includes up to 5 qts. of motor oil and new oil filter.
Some vehicles require special oil and/or filter, cost extra. Tax and disposal fee extra. Cannot combine with any other offers. Limited time only.

www.ProAutomotiveMA.com

WEBSTER
626 S. Main St.
Webster, MA

508.213.9948

DUDLEY
199 Oxford Ave.

Dudley, MA
508.213.9955

WEBSTER
8 Englewood St.

Webster, MA
508.506.9629

Car Trouble? PRO Automotive Can Fix Everything
10%

OFF

TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 03.31.2021

WHITINSVILLE  |  WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510
harbroauto.com/service

Valid until 2.28.2022

Tuttle Post 279 in 
Auburn celebrates a 
phoenix-like rebirth

These are heady days for Finance Officer Bill MacLean and members of 
the Chester P. Tuttle Post 279 in Auburn; the facility is fully reopened and 
fully operational just under three years after being destroyed by a fire.

By Rod Lee
Bill MacLean was flicking on over-
head TV screens in the lounge of 
the recently reconstructed Chester 
P. Tuttle Post 279 on Bancroft St. in 
Auburn the morning of January 24 
when the visitor he’d been expect-
ing arrived.
	 “You startled me,” he said, as he 
turned to offer a greeting.
	 Mr. MacLean has been finance 
officer for Post 279 for more than 
twenty years. A Vietnam War-era 
veteran who is now in his seven-
ties, he comes across as accommo-
dating and personable. He smiles 
easily. This is even truer right now, 
as a beautifully rebuilt Tuttle Post 
enjoys a reopening after being 
struck by a catastrophic fire the 
evening of March 15, 2019.
	 “There was a lightning storm 
and a rainstorm that night,” Mr. 
MacLean said, taking a seat at one 
of the tables in the lounge, which 
seats one hundred people. “We 
had a full house, three hundred-
plus people. A firefighter was here 
and he smelled smoke and said 
‘you’ve got a fire in the ceiling.’”
	 Fortunately, everyone got out be-
fore the roof collapsed. In further 
good news, firefighters saved “all 
our plaques of past Post command-
ers, flags, even that Budweiser 
sign,” he said, as he pointed to an 
object that has been a prized pos-
session of the Post for many years.
	 “Anyone who comes to the Post 
knows that sign,” he said.
	 A portrait of Chester P. Tuttle, for 
whom Post 279 is named, also sur-
vived.
	 In 1909 Mr. Tuttle, who was born 
in Needham, moved with his fam-
ily from a farm in New Hampshire 
to Auburn and worked on what is 
now the Adamsky Vegetable Farm 
until enlisting in the Army in Oc-

tober of 1917. He was wounded in 
France a year later and died the 
following day. He was buried in 
France.
	 In 1921 his body was brought 
home and services were held at 
the First Congregational Church, to 
which Mr. Tuttle belonged. He was 
interred in the Tuttle lot of Hillside 
Cemetery.
	 In July of 1922, a group of men, 
all veterans of “The Great War,” 
whose vocations after their combat 
days varied from chauffeur to engi-
neer, met at the Stoneville school-
house and voted to establish an 
American Legion post in town.
	 With this history behind them, 
Mr. MacLean and members of Post 
279 are genuinely proud of what 
was built “from the ground up” 
over the past two-and-a-half years. 
The result is stunning, consisting 
of the Tuttle lounge, a separate spa-
cious banquet hall and “seating for 
forty on the deck,” he said.
	 “This building is almost twice the 
size of what we had and the kitch-
en was set up to provide food for 
both the lounge and the banquet 
hall,” Mr. MacLean said. “It can 
serve both sides.”
	 A huge basement is available 
for storage, he said, in conducting 
what he calls “the nickel tour.”
	 Funding for the rebuild came 
from insurance “and generous 
donations from the community.” 
Nameplates on the back of stools 
at the bar in the lounge were spon-
sored by various individuals and 
are indicative of the support Post 
279 has received.
	 Back in operation at full tilt, Post 
279 is now the site of a range of 
daily activities and events in the 
lounge and banquet hall, including 

Continued on page 2

You will observe the children working in the mill.

The Samuel Slater Experience
announces March 4 grand opening
WEBSTER – The Samuel Slater Experience, a historic 
museum featuring state-of-the-art 4-D digital technology 
to tell the story of Samuel Slater, the beginnings of the 
American Industrial Revolution, and the founding of 
Webster, Massachusetts in the early 19th century, an-
nounced it will be opening its doors to the public on 
Friday, March 4, 2022 for its first self-guided tours. A 
team of specialists have been busy working on the for-
mer National Guard Armory building in Webster since 
2018 and are thrilled to reveal the new experience to the 
community and museum-goers from around the world.
	 The Samuel Slater Experience comprises more than 
twenty unique, immersive exhibits that transport the 
audience back to the early 1800s as the seeds of the 
American Industrial Revolution were sown. The mu-
seum starts with a young and conflicted Samuel Slater 
and his immigration to America, his success during 
the era and his impact on the geographic area. Guests 
will explore Slater’s unique factory model that would 
transform manufacturing in America. The museum 
then takes you forward a century, recreating downtown 
Webster in the early 1900s, which has become a hub of 
commerce and industry. 
	 Samuel Slater (1768 – 1835) was referred to by some 
as the “Father of the American Industrial Revolution.” 
In 1811, Slater moved to Massachusetts and built new 
cotton mills as well as one of the first woolen mills in 
America, all powered by the French River and Lake 
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg, 
in what was then called Oxford and later renamed 
Webster after Senator Daniel Webster. Slater brought 
innovation to textile manufacturing and introduced the 
“factory system” that attracted workers to the region 

and established the infrastructure that made Webster 
a thriving “boomtown.” 
	 “It has been our vision to bring an interactive and dy-
namic experience that would engage students and fami-
lies alike back to the roots of this town and area,” says 
Samuel Slater Experience founder Christopher Robert. 
“We are thrilled to bring this new concept of learning to 
students and visitors in the same light that Samuel Slater 
brought technological innovation to textile manufactur-
ing - The Samuel Slater Experience will allow visitors 
to become immersed in life as it once was, to feel the 
waves crashing on a boat crossing the Atlantic, to hear 
the bustling of massive machinery in the heart of a full-
scale New England mill, and see life on Main Street in 
Webster at the turn of the 20th Century.”
	 With the assistance of Webster town officials, muse-
um and industrial era curators, Doug Mund’s museum 
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SAMUEL 
SLATER 
EXPERIENCE
Continued from page 1

Hours: Mon-Sat 8 am-11 pm • Sun 10 am - 10 pm

94 East Main St. • Webster, MA
Fine Wine • Spirits • Craft Beer

Lottery • Bottle Redemption
In-Store Specials

Excellent Selection • Convenient Store Shopping
Discount Store Pricing

Fine Cigars • 99¢ Nips Gift 
Certificates 
Available!

Hank’s Liquors

BEER IS NOW 
COOLED BY 

SOLAR POWER!

   We have the perfect 
          Wines, Beers 
           and Spirits for 
        Valentine’s Day!

TUTTLE 
POST 279
Continued from page 1
weddings and bridal show-
ers, meetings, darts, trivia 
nights, bike nights, karaoke, 
“one of the largest meat 
raffles in Central Massachu-
setts” on Saturdays, lunch 
and dinner Wednesday-Sat-
urday and an all-you-can-eat 
brunch on Sundays.
	 Catering is provided by 

Karol Lebrun and her hus-
band Tom of Leicester. Con-
struction was handled by 
John Riel of J.R. Associates 
in Sutton.
	 “We’ve had a very, very 
positive response from the 
public,” Mr. MacLean said. 
“We had a tough nut to 
crack. We had to consider 
it a new business, with new 
hires.”
	 As demolition of the re-
mains of the old Post start-

ed, “we said to ourselves, 
‘we are going to be bigger 
and better’ but then came 
the delays. Weather, the cost 
of materials. We had a lot to 
contend with.”
	 Post 279’s veterans remain 
active on many fronts. “We 
do the Memorial Day pa-
rade, we are involved with 
the Scouts, we sponsored 
Legion baseball for fourteen 
years, we place cemetery 
flags, we serve as a color 
guard for funerals. We just 
signed a contract for a golf 
tournament in September at 

Blackstone National.”
	 Mr. MacLean smiles in re-
lating that “I lost the slip for 
the paint color” for the walls 
of the lounge. Going through 
samples at the paint store, he 
was shown one that “looked 
like pickles and I said ‘I like 
pickles!’”
	 The resulting light green 
tint wasn’t everyone’s favor-
ite to begin with.
	 But it grows on you, he 
said.
------------------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

A Budweiser sign, a portrait 
of Chester P. Tuttle and oth-
er artifacts were salvaged 
and repositioned with the 
rebuilding of the Post.

The Tuttle Lounge at Post 279 seats one hundred and is 
available for lunch and dinner Wednesday through Satur-
day. The Post hosts an all-you-can-eat brunch on Sundays.

Visitors will be able to create their own personalized news-
paper in the Webster Times office.

design expertise and his firm 
dmdg2, digital production 
mastermind Bob Noll and Bos-
ton Productions Inc., Webster 
business owner and philan-
thropist Christopher Robert 
has brought this state-of-the-
art facility to life.
	 “The overall construction 
of the building, including 
many of the exhibit environ-
ments, were completed by lo-
cal builders and craftsmen,” 
says Doug Mund of dmdg2. 
“Only the very special props, 
such as the ship, were fabri-
cated and installed from our 
design by museum specialty 
fabricators. Various other 
props were largely fabricated 
on-site by local craftsmen. 
Significant acquisition of 
period-correct artifacts were 
sourced for the project, many 
being donated by the local 
community.”
	 Robert founded Webster 
Museums Incorporated in 
2017 as a 501 (c) (3) to fos-
ter public knowledge about 
the history of the American 
Industrial Revolution in New 
England. The non-profit or-
ganization’s first project is 
the completion of the Samuel 
Slater Experience.
	 Masks or face coverings will 
be required by all museum 
visitors, following state and 
town recommendations for 
COVID-19 safety protocols. 
Safe social distancing will be 
maintained throughout self-
guided visits. 

	 The fundamental purpose of 
the 17,000-square-foot Samuel 
Slater Experience is to edu-
cate, and with that, the exhib-
its are designed in coordina-
tion with curriculum directors 
from the local school districts, 
aligned with approved curric-
ulum standards in both social 
studies and STEM fields.
	 The Samuel Slater Experi-
ence received generous sup-
port from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council and the Janet 
Malser Humanities Trust.
Hours of Operation 
The Samuel Slater Experience 
is open to the public year-
round.
Daily Schedule:
Friday:             10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday:         10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday:           Noon to 4 p.m.
	 The museum is also open 
on some Monday holidays 
and school vacation weeks. 
The museum is closed on 
New Year’s Day, Easter Sun-
day, Thanksgiving Day, Christ-

mas Eve Day, and Christmas 
Day. 
	 Private events and group 
visits can be scheduled for 
other days and time periods.
	 Visitors should plan to 
spend an hour to an hour-and-
a-half for their tour.
Tickets and Pricing
Tickets may be purchased in 
advance online or onsite in 
the gift shop. 
General admission:  
Adults  $16; Students $7; Se-
niors (60+) $10; Children 4 and 
under Free; Members Free. 
Student school trip price $10.
	 Ticket purchases for school 
trips, private events, and 
groups can be arranged di-
rectly with staff. Call 508-461-
2955 or email admin@samu-
elslaterexperience.org 
	 For more information and 
tickets, visit samuelslaterexpe-
rience.org
	 Samuel Slater Experience is 
located in the Old Webster Ar-
mory 31 Ray Street, Webster.
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Souvenirs 
Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

   508-943-4900
154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

behind Wind Tiki in the 
Sterling Realty Building

DUDLEY – At its January 27 
meeting, the Nichols College 
Board of Trustees elected 
Randy Becker as the new 
chair and Carolyn Burke as 
the new vice chair of the 
29-member board.   
	 Becker, who earned a BSBA 
at Nichols in 1983 and an MBA 
in 1996, has been on the board 
since 2006, most recently serv-
ing as chair of the Finance Com-
mittee. He succeeds John Davis, 
of Longmeadow, Mass., a 40-
year member of the board who 
was chair for the past six years.
	 Becker is the retired execu-
tive vice president and chief 
financial officer of MAPFRE 
USA Corp., who continues to 
serve as director and board 
chair. A resident of Webster,  
he is a philanthropic and com-
munity leader who is currently 
chair of the Webster Board of 
Selectmen, director and chair 
of Harrington Hospital, and 
director and treasurer of The 
Health Foundation of Central 
MA, among several other roles.  
	 “It’s an honor and a privilege 
to follow in John’s footsteps 
as chair,” said Becker. “I look 
forward to working with my fel-
low board members and Nich-
ols President Glenn Sulmasy in 
continuing Nichols’ success in 
transforming our students into 
tomorrow’s leaders.”
	 Burke earned an MBA at 
Nichols in 1992 and was elect-
ed to the Nichols board in 2015, 
currently chairing the Recruit-
ment and Retention Commit-
tee. She succeeds Tom Hall, of 
Niantic, Conn., the board’s vice 

WEBSTER - Affordable Hous-
ing and Services Collab-
orative, Inc. (AHSC; www.
ahscinc.org), a nonprofit 
organization that owns and 
develops affordable rental 
communities, recently closed 
on four buildings that were 
purchased from the Wom-
en’s Institute for Housing 
and Economic Development.  
Three of the properties are 
located at multiple scattered 
sites in New Bedford, and the 
remaining one is located at 
10 and 41 Prospect Street in 
Webster.
 	 Affordable Housing and 
Services Collaborative has 
submitted a funding ap-
plication with the intent of 
completing a full-occupied 
renovation of the Webster 
property to update the com-
munities and provide en-

Nichols College board names 
new chair, vice chair

chair since 2011. 
	 Both Hall and Davis will 
continue their service on the 
Nichols’ board.
	 Burke is the retired assistant 
vice president of talent acqui-
sition at MAPFRE Insurance, 
where she had worked since 
1987. Most recently, she has 
worked as an HR executive 
consultant. Burke currently 
serves on the Human Re-
sources Management Asso-
ciation of Central MA Board of 

Directors and chairs the Col-
lege Relations Committee. She 
resides in Sutton, Mass.
	 “I am deeply honored to 
serve as vice chair and first 
female officer on the Nichols 
College Board of Trustees,” 
said Burke. “These are excit-
ing times for Nichols, and I 
look forward to positively 
impacting our future success.  
We are ‘on the move’ to be-
coming a regional and nation-
al business college of choice.”    

Randy Becker Carolyn Burke

Affordable Housing and Services 
Collaborative acquires properties

hanced services.  The Webster 
property is a total of 25 one-
and two-bedroom units, with 
11 in one building and 14 in 
the other.  Anticipated renova-
tion plans include roof repairs, 
window replacements, new 
unit flooring, new appliances 
and cabinetry, door replace-
ment, new common area floor-
ing, laundry room upgrades, 
and sitework improvements, 
among other initiatives.  AHSC 
will also be adding manage-
ment and resident service 
space to one of the buildings to 
improve on-site management.  
 	 AHSC also plans to consoli-
date ownership of the three 
New Bedford properties so as 
to reposition and refinance the 
communities, making opera-
tions more efficient long-term.  
Together, the three New Bed-
ford properties comprise 48 

units; two of the buildings 
geared toward families have a 
mix of one- and two-bedroom 
units (12 units at Acushnet 
Commons, 19 units at Ingra-
ham School), and the Grinnell 
Mansion, which offers coor-
dinated supportive services 
for elderly individuals, also 
features 17 studio apartments.
 	 “Given how closely our 
missions align, it only made 
sense for us to step in and 
help with the revitalization of 
these projects,” said Michael 
Mattos, executive director 
of AHSC.  “We look forward 
to our work in both of these 
communities throughout 
2022, to sustain affordable 
housing and provide re-
freshed units with more en-
hanced coordinated service 
models for those who truly 
need it.”
 

DA offers funds to support safe school events
WORCESTER – District Attor-
ney Joseph D. Early Jr. is invit-
ing local schools and parent 
groups to apply for mini grants 
to support post-prom and post-
graduation events designed to 
keep students safe and prevent 
drunken driving crashes.
	 “This time of year is sup-
posed to be a celebration for 
students and their families, but 
too often we see tragedies,” 
Mr. Early said. “We’re hoping 
these grants will assist more 
schools in offering safe options 
for students.”
	 These events, organized and 
overseen by adults, offer safe 
drug- and alcohol-free alterna-

tives to high-risk activities that 
often follow end of the year 
celebrations for high school 
students.
	 “While none of us know 
what the status of school ac-
tivities will be in the spring of 
2022 due to the COVID pan-
demic, we are cautiously opti-
mistic and accepting applica-
tions for funding requests,” Mr. 
Early said. “Some celebrations 
looked different in 2021, but we 
were proud to continue sup-
porting these efforts and pro-
viding students with the fun 
and safe events they deserve.”
	 This is the fourth year 
the office has offered grants 

thanks to the support of the 
Massachusetts Office of Victim 
Assistance Drunk Driving Trust 
Fund. Prior to that, Mr. Early 
supported local post-prom 
and post-graduation events at 
high schools across the county 
through his drug forfeiture 
funding. 
	 Schools and parent groups 
can apply for these grants to 
either support existing events 
or to assist in establishing new 
events. Applications for fund-
ing requests are due by Febru-
ary 17.
	 To request a grant applica-
tion, contact Ellen Miller at el-
len.miller@mass.gov.

185 West Main St. • Dudley, MA 01571 • 774-696-0193

HOT TODDIES are here!
made with tea or coffee adding in 
your favorite liquor as well as your 
choice of lemon, ginger, cloves, or 

honey. Hot Buttered Rum is here too 
and made with rum and a pat of 
butter. It’ll cure whatever ails you.

Also offering
Macha Tea Ice Cream, Egg Nog,  

Gingerbread, Cranberry Orange Walnut. 
Also try our Strawberry Shortcake!

And our new flavor: 
Chocolate Covered Cherry Ice Cream!

Winter Hours
Friday-Sunday
3 p.m. - 8 p.m.

10% off 
with this ad on 

Fridays!

Dairy Free Options 
Available!

Featuring 
Artisan Gingerbread 

flavored Cones!

YOU deserve an ice cream treat! Come and try the Pharm’s every day treats 
and remember how ice cream used to taste when you were a kid! Our 

Hand-Made and Churned delights are made with the freshest ingredients
 in small batches. The cream is heavenly, the flavors and drinks are unique!

Now offering Softserve!  
Try a piece of our soft serve pie 
(graham cracker crust or Oreo 
Cookie Crust)...with a scoop of 
hot fudge or strawberries & 
whipped cream!  Oh how 

yummy!  Also try our form of 
the blizzard called a 

Cow-a-Bunga. Come give it a try!
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Support the 
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   HOURS 
Monday to Friday 6am-8pm  

Saturday 8am-8pm • Sunday 9am-6pm

65 James Street • Worcester, MA 01603   (774) 530-6966

Milk, Eggs, Bread, Snacks, ATM, Lottery, Cigarettes, Tobacco, 
Cigars and Smoking Accessories. We carry city garbage bags.

NOW SELLING  BEER,NOW SELLING  BEER,
WINE AND ICE!!!WINE AND ICE!!!

FREE COFFEE
Monday-Friday
6 am to 8 am

We have the 
CHEAPEST cigs 

in town!

Bartender Matthew Lavergne and owner Bill Sabine prepare 
a Shotski.

Andy’s Neighborhood Canteen…
good drinks, good people, good times 
By Janet Stoica
The place is downright cozy, 
with low ceilings, polished 
wood bar and seating, along 
with a small area set up for 
musicians. Two pool tables 
await those who are ready to 
try their cue ball skills on the 
felt playing fields. 
	 Andy’s Neigborhood Can-
teen opened on November 18 
with little fanfare, but inquisi-
tive newcomers have now be-
come regulars, mixing with all 
age groups, enjoying the easy-
going atmosphere. 
	 The weekend entertain-
ment schedule is published 12 
weeks in advance. Thursdays 
are for trivia. 
	 Bill and Jessica Sabine, 
owners of The Rose Room on 
East Main Street in Webster, 
saw another opportunity in 
town to offer customers an 
enjoyable and entertaining 
evening experience. Judging 
from the Canteen’s customer 
numbers, it appears to be an-
other wonderful success. 

	 Andy’s Neighborhood Can-
teen was named for Jess’s 
great-grandfather, Andrew 
Stefanik, who owned the 
former Andy’s Restaurant 
& Bar, which was located at 
the present site of KFC/Taco 
Bell in Webster. Jess’s uncle, 
Jeff Stefanik, visited Andy’s 
Neighborhood Canteen 40 
years to the month after the 
original Andy’s Restaurant 
had closed shop. “He closed 
up the original place and was 
the last one to leave,” said Bill 
Sabine, “and when we opened 
on November 18, he was the 
first one here!” 
	 Bill’s background centers 
on fine dining and bar man-
agement. He has managed 
several brewery distilleries 
and restaurants and he defi-
nitely knows his beers, which 
is very evident from the var-
ied and impressive list of 
brews his new canteen offers. 
	 The range includes from 
kolsh-style beers to bocks, 

Andy’s Neighborhood Canteen, an inviting environment 
overlooking the French River in  Webster.

lagers, IPAs, and ciders. 
Draughts include Night Shift, 
Whirlpool IPA, Timberhitch 
Red Ale, and Nite Lite, to 
name a few of the 12 variet-
ies available. Canned beers 
offered are Narragansett 
(making a comeback), Miller 
Highlife, Troegenator Double 
Bock, and Jack’s Abbey from 
their list of 19. 
	 Red and white wine are on 
tap too, along with a non-alco-
holic kombucha.
	 One of the specialty regis-
tries is named Happy Meal 
Combos, a listing of five shots 
and beers with the most popu-
lar being a Gansett and Fire-
ball. You will have to visit to 
see the rest of the list.

	 Andy’s also has a refresh-
ing batched cocktail on 
tap, Paloma, which is made 
with tequila, fresh-squeezed 
grapefruit juice, triple sec, 
and soda, along with popular 
slushies of Mai Tai and Gin 
Rickey.  Standing out from the 
crowd of libations is a Lake 
Chargoggagoggmanchaugga-
goggchaubunagungamaugg 
shotski named for the skiing 
resort towns where it gets its 
second name “shotski.” There 
are four shot glasses attached 
to an actual wooden ski. A 
shot of a foursome’s choice 
is poured into each shot glass 
and the shots are consumed in 
tandem. Interesting indeed.  
	 Side snacks include four Pa-

nini sandwiches (freshly made 
to order): turkey Reuben, a 
tasty Cubana (ham, roasted 
pork, Swiss cheese, pickles, 
and mustard), veggie, and 
cheese.  Additional snacks: 
pretzels and house-popped 
popcorn varieties of plain, salt 
& oil, or cinnamon sugar.
	 The Canteen’s large outside 
seating area will be used in the 
warmer weather. Outdoor heat-
ers, corn-hole tossing, and out-
door musical entertainment will 
be part of the scene. 
	 Andy’s second floor is avail-
able for group functions.
	 Parking is available on both 
sides of the facility.  
	 “The area is very quiet and 
away from traffic,” said Bill, 
“being next to the French Riv-
er Park and the tranquility of 
the river lends itself to peace-
fulness. We want our custom-
ers to enjoy themselves in a 

laidback setting.”
	 He notes that Thursday’s 
Trivia Night questions consist 
of music, entertainment, mu-
sic, and sports, and he does 
not expect their friends here 
to be experts in any of these 
subjects. “It’s just fun and a 
great time. We invite all age 
groups to come and experi-
ence our new place; we think 
they’ll enjoy it.” 
	 Andy’s Neighborhood Can-
teen is at 9 Frederick Street 
(behind the post office), Web-
ster. Phone: (508) 461-7512.  
Hours: Thursday/Friday 4:00 
p.m. – late; Saturday 12 noon 
– late; Sunday 12 noon – 7:00 
p.m.  www.andysneighbor-
hoodcanteen.com  Instagram: 
@andysneighborhoodcanteen 
and also on Facebook.
------------------------------------------------------
Contact Janet:  jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com

                                 

                                  GENERATIONS  
                                                                           A place to nourish your body, mind & spirit  

                     Herbal Apothecary & Gift Shop  
                                 

                         Native American Goods ◊ Pottery ◊ Jewelry 
                             Essential Oils ◊ Crystals ◊ Workshops 
                Organic Herbs & Teas ◊ Honey ◊ Natural Remedies 
                        Therapeutic Massage ◊ Reiki ◊ Meditation 

 
                                escape from today’s stress to an oasis of serenity 
              East Main Plaza - 129 East Main Street - Webster MA  01570 
                508-987-3310                            www.generationshealingcenter.com 

                                                 
 

    
 

BOSTON – State Senator Ryan 
Fattman (R-Sutton) and State 
Representatives Joseph McK-
enna (R-Webster) and Paul 
Frost (R-Auburn) announced 
that the town of Oxford is 
the recipient of a $2.8 million 
grant from the highly competi-
tive MassWorks Infrastructure 
Program that is administered 
by the Executive Office of 
Housing and Economic Devel-
opment (EOHED). The grant 
will be used to support the 
Route 20 Sewer Extension and 
Improvements project that is 
ongoing in the town.  

 	 Since the MassDOT Trans-
portation Improvement Pro-
gram (TIP) will proceed as 
planned, EOHED Secretary 
Michael Kennealy approved 
the grant for the town of Ox-
ford this year. Once EOHED 
receives final written approval 
of the project design by Mass-
DOT, all required permits and 
approvals are issued, and ver-
ification that all needed match 
funds for the full project bud-
get have been secured, the 
town will be able to contract 
with the state for the $2.8 mil-
lion grant.  
 	 “The Route 20 reconstruc-
tion has been a long-dis-
cussed and planned project 
in the town of Oxford,” said 
Senator Fattman. “Seeing how 
the reconstruction project 
has already been scheduled, 
it is excellent to see that the 
state acknowledges the value 

this area brings to our region 
by making this commitment 
through MassWorks. The Ox-
ford legislative delegation has 
advocated for these improve-
ments to the area, and this 
continued commitment from 
the Administration demon-
strates their alignment with 
our advocacy that the region 
is a great place to work and 
call home.” 
 	 “I am very happy that the 
Administration has taken ad-
vantage of the timing of the al-
ready scheduled reconstruc-
tion of Route 20 in Oxford - a 
long time priority of the entire 
legislative delegation - to pro-
vide significant investment 
to allow for utility upgrades.  
This sizable commitment to 
the community will provide 
residential and business im-
provements that will allow for 
additional homes and busi-

nesses to continue to target 
Oxford as a great place to live 
and do business.” 
 	 “The state legislative del-
egation for Oxford has worked 
hand in hand with Town Man-
ager Jen Callahan, the Board 
of Selectman, Town Engineer 
and all town officials who 
have advocated tirelessly, 
past and present, to get the 
sewer project incorporated 
into the major public safety 
redesign of Route 20 in North 
Oxford. The Baker/Polito 
administration, the Office of 
Housing & Economic Devel-
opment and MASSDOT have 
come through once again to 
make sure this economic de-
velopment opportunity for 
Oxford didn’t go to waste. It 
makes perfect sense to tackle 
the placement of sewer lines 
in conjunction with the Route 
20 improvement project in-
stead of years later. I’m very 
happy to see this officially 
moving forward as I am with 
the bigger public safety recon-
struction project.” 

Politicians announce $2.8 million 
Massworks Grant for Oxford

The Town of Webster is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Mr. Richard LaFond as its new Town Adminis-
trator. At its Tuesday, February 1, meeting, the Webster 
Board of Selectmen unanimously approved an employ-
ment agreement with Mr. LaFond with an initial term 
through June 30, 2025. Mr. LaFond began work February 
9, with a brief transition period with Interim Town Admin-
istrator Gregory Balukonis.
	 Mr. LaFond has a long and distinguished career in mu-
nicipal governance, with more than two decades acting in 
a similar capacity for the towns of Carver and Abington.
	 “We are thrilled to welcome Rick to our community 
and look forward to his leadership and experience in 
working with our residents, businesses, town employees 
and the Board,” Webster Board of Selectmen Chairman, 
Randy Becker commented. “Based on Rick’s background, 
the Board is confident he will be an excellent fit for our 
Town.”
	 Mr. LaFond commented that he felt he “would be a very 
good match and we’ll find that to be the case for a long 
time.” He also thanked the Board of Selectmen, the mem-
bers of the Screening Committee and Search Consultant 
Kevin Paicos for their support and confidence.
	 The Board would also like to express its thanks and 
gratitude to Interim Town Administrator Balukonis who 
has done a truly admirable job for the Town of Webster 
for the past five months.

Webster welcomes
Richard LaFond as
Town Administrator
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GET THE HELP 
YOU NEED 

CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.

Restaurateurs upbeat about a strong dining scene in 2022

Steak is a staple at Chuck’s in 
Auburn, and one reason why the 
restaurant is celebrating almost 
forty-four years in business.

“Elevated comfort food” is draw-
ing patrons to Samuel Slater’s 
Restaurant in Webster for din-
ner 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. Thursday 
through Sunday.

By Rod Lee
Talk to local restaurateurs 
and they will say the indus-
try is maintaining surprising 
strength on the cusp of a new 
year, despite the lingering ef-
fects of the pandemic.
	 “Things are good,” Josh 
Suprenant of Samuel Slater’s 
Restaurant at Indian Ranch 
in Webster said on January 
5. “We just rolled out a new 
menu, we hired a new chef in 

September and we have a lot 
of events scheduled, including 
monthly beer and wine func-
tions. We are firing on all cyl-
inders.”
	 “We had one of our best 
Decembers,” Steve Londre-
gan of Chuck’s Steakhouse in 
Auburn said. “We were en-
couraged about the number 
of gift cards customers pur-
chased and some functions 

Open All Winter
Come explore our wide open spaces 
and New England downtowns & villages
Visit TheLastGreenValley.org 
or call 860-774-3300

National Heritage Corridor

have come back. We hosted a 
lot of company Christmas par-
ties, only two of about fifteen 
of those cancelled because of 
the virus.”
	 Steve Bingham of Bentley 
Pub in Auburn expressed cau-
tious optimism about 2022. 
Coming out of the holidays, 
“some days are good, some 
aren’t, that’s the restaurant 
business,” he said.

	 Mr. Bingham wants the pub-
lic to know that Bentley Pub 
“follows all the protocols” re-
lating to the virus, “more even 
than most” establishments.
	 Michael Glick at The Publick 
House in Sturbridge said “our 
big issue is staffing. Over the 
past six months we’ve seen 
more demand from customers 
wanting to come here to dine. 
Our need is for more cooks 
and servers. This week, the 
first week of January, is slow 
but we’re looking forward to 
what next week will bring.”
	 The Publick House is also 
eagerly anticipating wedding 
season.
	 Mr. Suprenant said Samuel 
Slater’s under the direction of 
Chef Josh Brown is satisfying 
the palettes of patrons with 
“elevated comfort food” and 
“we’re having fun with classic 
dishes.”
	 Southern-style barbecue, “a 
nice little shepherd’s pie” and 
southern fried chicken are 
mainstays.
	 “We have a big smoker out-
side” that has helped the res-
taurant keep pace with what 
customers want, he said.
	 “With any new business 
especially a restaurant, you 
have to find where you fit,” 
Mr. Suprenant said. “We still 
do steaks, people can come 
in and grab a beer and a burg-
er at the bar and watch the 
game.”
	 Josh Brown was formerly 

executive chef at Prezo Grille 
& Bar in Milford. “We got to 
talking over the summer and 
he liked my vision” for Samu-
el Slater’s, Mr. Suprenant said. 
“He’s been in the industry; 
he’s a very welcomed pres-
ence here.”
	 Like its counterparts in 
South County, Samuel Slater’s 
was dealt a blow by the pan-
demic; “2020 came out of no-
where, like a left hook,” he 
said. “We have had to evolve 
and adapt. We wait for them to 
tell us what to do.”
	 Speaking of which, the West-
borough-based Massachusetts 
Restaurant Association recent-
ly pushed back against new 
vaccination requirements for 
certain industries in the city 
of Boston. MRA President Bob 
Luz objected to “a one-size-
fits-all mandate” in that it does 
not take into account “the day-
to-day nuance of individual 
circumstances.” Businesses, 
including restaurants, “should 
be able to make their own de-
cisions,” he said.
	 In Auburn, with a nearly 
10,000-square-foot restaurant, 
Chuck’s benefits from being 
able to separate customers” 
and keep them safe, Mr. Lon-
dregan said. “We didn’t steer 
away from the original CO-
VID-19 protocols” either, he 
said.
	 “Absolutely we are con-
cerned” about the new surge. 
“Every day one of the employ-

ees comes in contact with 
someone so we educate staff 
on what to do.”
	 In terms of masking, “all we 
can do is encourage our peo-
ple to be masked. The town of 
Auburn doesn’t require it.
	 “We have a large supply 
of rapid tests on hand. No 
one is taking it lightly. We 
are almost back to our num-
bers from 2019,” thanks to 
gift cards and the loyalty of 
Chuck’s customers, he said.
------------------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

“Marek Karlowicz was of-
ficially sworn in as Dudley 
Police Lieutenant at the 
Board of Selectmen’s meet-

Lieutenant Karlowicz and members of his family with the Dudley Board of Selectmen.

Lt. Karlowicz administered the oath of office by Dudley 
Town Clerk Lori Smith.

Lt. Karlowicz takes oath
ing on Monday, January 10.  
Town Clerk Lori Smith admin-
istered the oath to Lieutenant 
Karlowicz in front of his fam-

ily, several members of the 
department, and others in at-
tendance.  
	 Lt. Karlowicz has been with 
the department since Novem-
ber of 2000, starting as a re-
serve officer and dispatcher.  
He was promoted to full time in 
November of 2002 and attend-
ed the Western Massachusetts 
Police Academy in Agawam.  
He was appointed as Sergeant 
in July of 2019 and Lieutenant 
this past November.  
	 Lieutenant Karlowicz has 
been an outstanding officer 
and performs multiple duties 
in the department, including 
serving as one of the depart-
ment’s firearms instructors.  
He was also one of the offi-
cers conducting the annual 
holiday drive over the years.  
The department congratulates 
him on this achievement and 
wishes him well in the future.
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Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility.

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming
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Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management, Recreation, 
Nutriton and Transportation Services

HOMEY, FUN, SECURE, SAFE, CLEAN

FOLLOW CDC/MA COVID19 GUIDANCE

ULTRAVIOLET AIR CLEANING SYSTEM

WEBSTER - The Webster Senior Center, 
5 Church Street, (508) 949-3845, is open 
Monday– Friday 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Email: 
SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov. Like the 
Webster Senior Center Facebook page to 
view photos, news and announcements.
	 Tri-Valley lunches are served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at 
11:30 a.m.  Please call (508) 949-3845 at 
least 48-hours in advance to reserve or 
cancel your meal.
	 New - The Bomba Beauty Salon at the 
Webster Senior Center is open from 10:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Please call the Senior Cen-
ter at (508) 949-3845 for more information.

	 Mondays and Wednesdays:  Exercise class-
es with Forty Arroyo – chair dancing 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Cost: $3.00 per class.
	 Mondays: Knitting/Crochet social 10 am–12 pm.
	 Bingo:  every Tuesday, starts promptly at 1 
p.m. Please plan to arrive by 12:30 p.m. to al-
low time to buy your bingo sheets.
	 Progressive Pitch 1 p.m. Mondays, Wednes-
days, 13-card Pitch on Thursdays and 9-card 
Pitch on Fridays.
	 Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 1  p.m.
	 Please call the Senior Center at (508) 949-
3845 or stop in and pick up our monthly news-
letter for a complete list of additional activities 
and upcoming events.

Webster Senior Center news

Dean’s List 
Honors from
MassBay 
Comm. College
WELLESLEY HILLS - The fol-
lowing local residents have 
been named to the MassBay 
Community College Dean’s 
List.
•Fatima Nadeem, of Oxford, 
achieved this outstanding aca-
demic honor for the fall 2021 
semester.
•Jaclyn Wenc, of Webster, 
who studies Medical Coding, 
achieved this outstanding aca-
demic honor for the fall 2021 
semester.
•Julia Bileau, of Webster, 
achieved this outstanding aca-
demic honor for the fall 2021 
semester.
	 To be eligible for the Mass-
Bay Dean’s List, students must 
complete at least six credits of 
college-level courses, be in 
good standing with the Col-
lege, and earn a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher.

Carole Marchand, Webster’s 
Recreation Director.

Carole Marchand and crew bring Webster Lake alive with Hula and Fire Dancers

By Janet Stoica
Hold onto your hula skirts!  
Webster’s Recreation Di-
rector Carole Marchand, 
the Recreation Committee, 
along with the Webster Cul-
tural Council, are hosting 
their first February Luau 

event at Webster Lake Me-
morial Beach on Saturday, 
February 19, from 3 – 6 p.m. 
(Rain date: February 26).  
Yes, you read that right, it’s 
a hula and fire dancer event 
that promises to be memo-
rable. 
	 Complete with food trucks 
with pulled pork sandwich-
es, hot coffee, and cocoa, 
an Ugly Hawaiian Shirt Con-
test, limbo contest, and kids’ 
take-home craft kits, families 
are encouraged  to hula their 
way to fun.
	 Ms. Marchand applied for 
and received a grant from 
the state’s cultural council 
to hold a winter event in 
Webster. Collaborating, the 
town’s Cultural Council and 
Recreation Committee de-
cided that a summer event 
would be held in the win-

ter and what better venue 
than the town’s Memorial 
Beach? “There are plenty of 
Christmas in July events so 
why not a Summer in Winter 
event?” she said.
	 Polynesian Fusion of East 
Greenwich, Rhode Island, 
was contacted and the 
wheels were set in motion.
	 “It’ll be Christmas in July 
in reverse,” said Ms. March-
and, “and we’re hoping it’ll 
be a great success. The 
dancers just purchased new 
body suits and were only 
too happy to wear them 
again. We’re looking forward 
to lots of people coming out 
to enjoy themselves. The 
fire dancers should be fasci-
nating. We’ll also be handing 
out leis to our attendees.”
	 Carole Marchand has been 
Webster’s recreation direc-
tor for more than four years 
now and has made a big dif-

ference in bringing new and 
exciting community events 
to town. Her enthusiasm and 
upbeat attitude have made 
a world of difference for lo-
cal families looking for local 
events. “One of the smartest 
things I’ve ever done was to 
take this position,” she said. 
“I thoroughly enjoy what I 
do, working with our town 
groups, and I hope that Web-
ster is happy with me.” 
	 Other activities on the 2022 
recreation activity schedule 
include a wrestling night in 
March, sponsored by the 
Webster Police Department. 
In April, events include the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
Memorial Beach, which will 
feature a children’s’ Easter 
Egg Hunt with prizes and a 
visit from the Easter Bunny, 
and an Earth Day Clean-
up on Saturday, April 23, 
when volunteers will help 
to improve local streets and 
roads by cleaning up litter.
	 “We are very grateful to 
Pratt Trucking for provid-
ing trash bins for litter dis-
posal,” said Ms. Marchand. 
“They’ve always been very 
generous to us. Our Web-
ster Police Department also 
greatly assists us by pick-
ing up bagged litter on the 
streets we clean.” A Rev3 
Triathlon (swim, bike, and 
run) will be held again too.
	 From March through May, 
Ms. Marchand will be busy 
interviewing and hiring 
beach personnel in prepa-

ration for opening day at 
Memorial Beach. “Our staff 
has to be put together and 
ready to go for Memorial 
Day weekend,” she said. 
	 In May, the Webster Fire 
Department will be hold-
ing its Tri-State Meet and on 
May 26/27, Jet Ski Races will 
entertain lake spectators. 
The town’s annual fireworks 
display is scheduled for Sun-
day, July 3, along with pre-
fireworks’ music at Memo-
rial Beach and food trucks 
with fried dough, snacks, 
French fries, soda, and ice 
cream.
	 The French River Con-
certs commence on 
Wednesday, July 6, and ev-
ery week thereafter for 5-6 
weeks. Ms. Marchand hopes 
to have some new and excit-
ing performers added to the 
schedule this year. “There’ll 
be something for everyone,” 
she said. “It’s always a fun 
get-together in the River 
Park.”  Of course, many of 
the above events are health-
permitting, as in COVID and 
its variations. Townspeople 
are encouraged to check the 
town website for updates: 
www.webster-ma.gov as well 
as the Facebook page listed 
below for Recreation Depart-
ment updates.
	 Looking ahead to the 2022 
holiday season, the commit-
tee is reviewing displays. 
New street decorations were 
installed on Church Street 
this year. “We have limited 

Easter bunny prize 2021.

opportunities for displays 
on Main Street,” said Ms. 
Marchand, “as there are no 
electrical connections on the 
streetlight poles, making it a 
challenge. We did install ban-
ners on the poles but deliv-
ery trucks have damaged the 
flags and banner hardware. 
We hope to find a solution.”
	 Carole Marchand also 
wants to invite any Webster 
citizen to participate in and 
contribute to helping make 
the town’s surroundings and 
recreation activities more 
enjoyable for all. “I always 
welcome new suggestions 
and ideas,” she said. “I can’t 
promise that we can do it all 
but if our townspeople want 
to join in and make it happen, 
they are always appreciated.” 
	 Contact Carole Marchand 
at (508) 949-3800, Ext. 1023. 
Webster Town Hall, 350 Main 
Street, Webster. Find them 
on Facebook: Webster Arts/
Recreation Group.   
--------------------------------------------------
Contact Janet:  jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com  

ValeValentinentine

SpeSpecialscials

Monte BiancoMonte Bianco
r e s ta u r a n t
Fine Italian & International Cuisine

Make Reservations for ValentineMake Reservations for Valentine''s  Days  Day!!
Open Monday, February 14th

serving  12:00 noon-7:00pm
OFFERING VALENTINE SPECIALS 

ALL WEEKEND LONG

ALSO SERVING OUR REGULAR MENU
140 Main Street • Webster, MA

508-461-5016 or 508-461-5017
www.montebiancorestaurant.online

GIFT CERTIFICATESGIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!
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New England 
Steak and Seafood

Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years

PRIME RIB AND STEAKS
-Prepared over our open pit-

FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS
CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES

APPETIZERS • SALADS • SOUPS
COMBINATION DINNERS

KIDS VALUE MEALS (12 & UNDER)

Lunch: Wed-Thurs-Fri Open 11:30am    Dinner: Daily 3:00pm to close
Sunday Noon to close - Closed Tuesdays

508-478-0871 • 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon
See Our Menu on our website
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

Casual Elegant Dining and Banquets

TRY OUR FAMOUS Cinnamon Rolls & Chowder

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

We Accept Cash, EBT
Visit our website: 

www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com

A - $50.00A - $50.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 2 lb. Boneless Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or
 2 lb. Stew Beef
1 lb.  Hot Dogs or 1 lb. Bacon
1½ lb. New York Sirloin Steak
 or 2 lbs. Ham Steaks   
2 Whole or Cut up Chickens (avg. 
 weight 3 lbs. each or 
 3 lbs. Pork Chop

B - $50.00B - $50.00
3 lbs. Boneles chicken Breast or
 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or 
 3 lbs. Ground Turkey
3 lbs. Pork Chops or 
 2 lbs. Ham Steaks
1 Whole or Cut-up Chicken (3 lbs)
 or 1 Pkg. Sausage of your choice
1 lb.  Bacon or 1 lb. Stew Beef

FIRST PLACE
Ed Stearns

Dressed Meats Inc.
BEST 

BUTCHER SHOP
TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

$100.00$100.00
5 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast or
 3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast
4 lbs. Chicken leg quarters or 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Boneless Pot Roast or 
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steak
1½ lbs. Sirloin Tips or 3 lbs. Pork Chops  
3 lbs. Hamburg or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)  
 Marinated Sirloin Tips of your choice
2 Whole or cut-up Chickens (6 lbs. 
 total) or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) cooked 
 chicken wings of your choice
1 lb.  Sausage of your choice or 
 1 lb. Hot Dogs
1 Roasting Chicken (6-8 lbs.) or
 2 lbs. Stew Beef

$75.00$75.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Hamburg or 3 lbs. Stew Beef
2 lbs. London Broil Steaks or
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast or 
 3 lbs. Boneless Pork Roast
3 lbs. Boneless chicken breast or   
  1pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 chicken breast of your choice
1 lb. Whole Chicken (3 lbs. average)  
 or 1 lb. Sausage of your choice

WINTER SPECIALS 2022

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA

Happy Valentine’s Day
EBT 
is back!

ED STEARNS DRESSED MEATS
508-248-7866

Store Hours
Open            Close

  Butcher Store
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM

Chief’s corner

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar 
Dudley Police Department
I recently had a discussion 
with a resident about driver’s 
license renewals.  The ques-
tion involved the “on-line” or 
in person renewal process, 
particularly, as it pertains to 
drivers aged 75 and older.  I 
was asked to provide some 
further information.
	 It is important to note all 
licenses will expire on your 
birthday in a given year. They 
are valid for five years from 
the birthday in the year of is-
sue. Renewing your license 
can be done at any registry of-
fice, a AAA office for members, 
and on-line when applicable. 
Currently, on-line renewals are 
allowed once every 10 years. 
If you can renew on-line, you 
should receive your license 
in the mail within 7-10 days. 
Anyone seeking the “Real ID” 
license, to use for travel etc., 
must appear in person and 
bring the correct documenta-
tion (proof of residency, etc.).  
There is no initial on-line pro-
cess for this. Due to the pan-
demic, the deadline to obtain 
your Real ID was extended un-
til May of 2023.  If you are age 
75 or older, you cannot renew 
“on-line.” This must be done 
in person. This is required 
primarily for vision and other 
screening. Good news for all 
drivers is, whether you renew 
your license on the computer 
or in person, you can do this 
any time within one year of ex-
piration. This enables people 
to take care of this at a time 
when it is convenient. The 
pandemic has impacted RMV 
operation hours in some ways, 
so it is important to check with 
the Registry to make the prop-
er arrangements.    
	 Drivers age 75 and over can 
find more information on this 
process at https://www.mass.
gov/info-details/older-drivers, 
by email at MassDOTRMVSe-
niors@dot.state.ma.us, or by 
calling 857-368-8005.  Special 
hours for seniors aged 65 and 
older are designated by the 

Reminder that driver’s license expires on your birthday
RMV on Wednesdays.  Check 
with them for more details.
	 Remember your license will 
expire on your birthday in a 
given year. It is important as 
that date approaches to check 
your license as well as other 
important documents (pass-
ports, etc.). You do not want 
to experience the unfortunate 
situation of not having a valid 
license at a critical time, say 
when an accident occurs. If 
you need a reminder to check 
the date for your license expi-
ration, consider this it.  
Elder driver decisions
	 A person’s decision to give 
up their driver’s license, par-
ticularly for seniors, is a very 
difficult one. Family members, 
medical professionals, and po-
lice officers are often involved 
in these cases. This is one of 
the most difficult aspects of 
my job; filing a petition to take 
a person’s license away.  One 
possible option to consider is 
the voluntary surrender of a 
license.  Someone who plans 
to discuss this situation with 
a family member, was seeking 
information to assist them with 
the process.  There are sev-
eral reasons why a voluntary 
license surrender is a good 
option, and many people may 
not be aware of this program.  
	 In addition to the obvious 
travel restrictions, the two 
greatest concerns that I hear 
when it comes to surrender-
ing a license is (1) not having 
a valid government issued ID 
and (2), if personal circum-
stances change, being unable 
to regain their license once it 
is turned over. The positive is 
a person who gives up their 
license voluntarily, can reap-
ply. They will be most likely 
asked to provide medical doc-
umentation stating they are 
competent to receive a license.  
The Registry may also require 
a road test if the situation war-
rants.  Therefore, a voluntary 
surrender of your license is 
not permanent unless it is 

necessary.  Information can 
be found on the Registry web 
site at https://www.mass.gov/
orgs/massachusetts-registry-
of-motor-vehicles or any RMV 
branch.   
	 As far as the concern of hav-
ing no formal identification, 
there is an answer for that as 
well. Since this is needed for 
medical care, banking, and 
other functions, it is important 
to maintain a valid ID. Accord-
ing to the Registry, anyone 
who voluntarily surrenders 
their driver’s license can re-
ceive a Massachusetts Iden-
tification card free of charge.  
A person can complete what 
is called a Voluntary Surren-
der Affidavit form located at 
any Registry branch or online 
at https://www.mass.gov/
files/documents/2018/03/21/
MAB110%20-%20Voluntary%20
Surrender%20Affidavit.pdf. By 
completing this process, a per-
son who voluntarily surren-
ders their license, is entitled 
to a free identification card.  
This is a valid, state issued 
ID.  Two important reminders.  
Many AAA branches handle a 
variety of Registry functions.  
Unfortunately, they do not pro-
vide this service. It will need 
to be done at a Massachusetts 
RMV location. Also, with the 
COVID-19 restrictions, an ap-
pointment may be necessary. 
More information on this pro-
cess can be found at the web 
sites listed above.  If you live 
in Connecticut, or other states, 
check with those departments 
for similar programs.
	 People who have difficulty 
driving face the tough decision 
of giving up their license.  This 
is not easy, as people sacrifice 
a great deal of freedom when 
this privilege is lost. Many 
people need to self-assess their 
ability to safely drive a motor 
vehicle. This is especially true 
as we age and if medical re-
strictions are present. No one 
wants to be a danger to them-
selves or others while traveling 

on the roads.  If a person has 
any apprehension about main-
taining proper identification 
without a driver’s license, they 
have this valuable program to 
assist them in making the deci-
sion to surrender their license, 
just a bit easier. 
Cell phone servuce
Several questions continue to 
be asked about the shutdown 
of some cellular networks.  
Several months ago, the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission (FCC) reported some 
important information about 
your mobile phones and devic-
es.  I provided information on 
this near the end of last year.  
Changes in the technology will 
make some phones obsolete 
and they could even be incapa-
ble of dialing 911.  I wanted to 
remind everyone of the FCC in-
formation and encourage you 
to reach out to your provider 
to determine what, if anything, 
you many need to do in your 
situation.
 As mobile carriers seek to up-
grade their networks to use the 
latest technologies, they peri-
odically shut down older ser-
vices, to free up infrastructure 
to support new services.  As a 
result, mobile carriers are shut-
ting down their 3G networks, 
which rely on older technol-
ogy, to make room for more ad-
vanced services, including 5G.  
As a result of this shut down, 
many older cell phones, and 
other mobile devices, will be 

unable to make or receive calls 
and texts, including calls to 
911, or use data services. This 
will affect 3G mobile phones 
and certain older 4G mobile 
phones that do not support 
Voice over LTE (VoLTE or HD 
Voice).  According to the FCC, 
the transition can impact many 
other industries and technolo-
gies, such as medical devices, 
home, and commercial, secu-
rity systems, monitored fire 
alarms, personal emergency 
alert devices, and vehicle SOS 
systems, and other technolo-
gies.  
	 This process has begun as 
early as January 1 of this year, 
depending on your service 
provider.  It is recommended 
you consult with your mobile 
provider or their website for 
the most up-to-date informa-
tion.  AT&T announced that it 
will finish shutting down its 3G 
network by this month (Febru-
ary).  Verizon will be complete 
by December 31.  T-Mobile / 
Sprint’s 3G may have already 
occurred.  Many carriers, such 
as Cricket, Boost, Straight Talk, 
and several Lifeline mobile ser-
vice providers, utilize AT&T’s, 
Verizon’s, and T-Mobile’s net-
works, so it is important to 
check with your provider.
	 It is important to act now so 
that you don’t lose connectiv-
ity, including the ability to call 
911.  Some carrier websites pro-
vide lists of devices that will no 
longer be supported after 3G 

networks are shut down.  You 
may need to upgrade to a new-
er device, or possibly install 
a software update to enable 
VoLTE (HD Voice) or other 
advanced services, to ensure 
that you can stay connected.  
Some carriers may be offering 
discounted or free upgrades 
to help consumers.  Visit the 
FCC website https://www.fcc.
gov/consumers/guides/plan-
ahead-phase-out-3g-cellular-
networks-and-service for more 
information about the 3G phase 
out, suggested next steps for 
consumers, and resources to 
help stay connected.
	 The increase in COVID cases 
remains a concern.  For those 
still seeking vaccination in-
formation, it can be found at 
www.dudleyma.gov or by call-
ing 508-949-8036.  We encour-
age everyone to be safe.  Your 
cooperation is greatly appreci-
ated.  During these challenging 
times, we, at the Dudley Police 
Department, greatly appreciate 
the support we receive from 
our community.  
	 Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments.  Please 
send them to me at the Dud-
ley Police Department 71 West 
Main St. Dudley, Ma. 01571 or 
email at swojnar@dudleypolice.
com.  Opinions expressed in 
this weekly column are those 
of Chief Wojnar only and unless 
clearly noted, do not reflect the 
ideas or opinions of any other 
organization or citizen.
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72 East Main Street, Webster (near CAP Auto & The Flower Garden)

Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

 www.bookloversgourmet.com • 508-949-6232
Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

WINTER HOURS: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 
Wednesdays 10-6

T reat Your ValentineT reat Your Valentine
(or yourself!)

Gourmet Chocolates: Gourmet Chocolates: 
Heart Pops, ChocolateHeart Pops, Chocolate
Covered Oreos & PretzelsCovered Oreos & Pretzels
Hand-Painted Truffles, FudgeHand-Painted Truffles, Fudge

Gourmet Coffee Flavor of the Month: Gourmet Coffee Flavor of the Month: 
Chocolate RaspberryChocolate Raspberry
  
Beautiful Cards, Beautiful Cards, 
Heart Pendants, Heart Pendants, 
Soy Candles, Soy Candles, 
Handmade SoapsHandmade Soaps

 Cute Valentine Books for Kids  Cute Valentine Books for Kids 
of All Ages!of All Ages!

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
                        Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation

and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

• Packing
• Shipping
• Packaging Materials
• Fax, Copies & Printing
• Document Scanning
• Mailbox Rental
• Office Supplies

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm 

Closed Sunday

626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam, CT 06260

860-963-7815  
ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com

Shipping made easy!
‘Tis the season for 

RETURNSRETURNS

Hannah Harwood 
Fund scholarship 
applications available
Oxford - The Oxford Board of Selectmen announced 
the availability of Hannah Harwood Fund Scholarship 
applications. The Hannah Harwood Fund Scholarship 
has provided aid to Oxford students pursuing degrees 
in medicine and allied health fields for many years. 
The Fund was established through the 1902 will of 
Charles Harwood in memory of his late mother, Han-
nah.
	 Oxford residents may come to Board of Selectmen 
Office, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Fridays 
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.to receive application materials. 
The Town Hall is located at 325 Main Street. Applica-
tion materials will also be available on the Town’s 
website at https://www.oxfordma.us/board-select-
men. Completed applications are due to the Select-
men’s Office April 1, by 12:30 p.m.
	 The Board of Selectmen will select the recipient of 
the scholarship. To qualify for the scholarship, the 
student must be a resident of Oxford and entering 
their undergraduate freshman year, enrolled in the 
field of medicine or allied health. Economic need and 
grade point average or class rank will be considered 
in the decision.

To your
good

health

Living well and looking good

By Keith Roach, M.D.  
DEAR DR. ROACH: My neigh-
bor is battling cancer for the 
third time. The medical per-
sonnel she sees when she 
goes for her chemotherapy 
treatments are urging her to 
get rid of her two cats. They 
claim the cats are a danger 
to her health. Wearing gloves 
and a mask while cleaning lit-
ter boxes will not help. Why? 
What do the cats have that can 
hurt someone going through 
chemotherapy? -- S.C.
ANSWER: Cancer chemother-
apy frequently causes damage 
to the body’s immune system. 
Many types of chemotherapy 

work against fast-growing 
cells, and while cancer cells 
are fast-growing, your neigh-
bor’s healthy immune system 
cells, especially white blood 
cells, are also fast-growing 
and can be damaged by the 
chemotherapy. Avoiding po-
tentially infectious agents is 
therefore wise advice for peo-
ple going through chemo.
	 There are several potential 
infections that can be trans-
mitted from cats to humans. 
The one we worry about most 
is probably toxoplasmosis, 
a protozoan infection. Toxo-
plasmosis is a big concern in 

people with HIV, but also can 
be an issue in people who 
have recurrent chemotherapy 
or have a more pro-
longed reduction 
in immune system 
function. However, 
toxoplasmosis can 
be effectively avoid-
ed by wearing gloves 
while changing the 
litter box, keeping 
the cats indoors and feeding 
them only high-quality cat 
food and never raw meat.
	 Cat bites or scratches can 
be very serious, especially to 
someone with an immune sys-
tem that is less than perfect. If 
her cats occasionally bite or 
scratch, that would be a prob-
lem.
	 There are a few other un-
common zoonotic diseases 
(ones that can be transmitted 
from animals to humans) that 
might be of concern. Her cats’ 
veterinarian would be a use-
ful resource to find out more. 
The cats should, of course, be 
thoroughly evaluated.
	 Allergies, not infection, 
might be the issue, but aller-
gies are usually less of a prob-
lem during chemotherapy.
	 The risks from a healthy 
indoor cat are very small. 
Risks must always be bal-

Risk to chemotherapy patient from healthy cat is small
anced against the very strong 
feelings people have for their 
pets, especially at a vulner-

able time. I would 
not recommend 
separating a per-
son from her cats 
without very good 
reason, and would 
want to know ex-
actly why, since 
it’s not clear to me 

in this case.
Heart “prebeat”
DEAR DR. ROACH: I am an 
80-year-old man with Type 2 
diabetes. I have been told that 
I have a heart “prebeat” but 
that I should not worry unless 
it becomes random and miss-
es beats. I do not have atrial 
fibrillation and have passed 
several stress tests. I can feel 
a rapid heart rate, especially 
at night. I can usually stop it 
by heaving my chest. Am I 
at risk for a serious event? -- 
R.G.B.
ANSWER: Premature heart 
contractions can come from 
either the top chambers of 
the heart (premature atrial 
contractions) or the bottom 
(premature ventricular con-
tractions). Both are common, 
but neither is usually the sign 
of serious heart disease. The 
fact that you have found a 

way to stop them suggests to 
me that you are more likely 
having premature atrial con-
tractions, which can come in 
runs of multiple beats (runs 
of premature ventricular con-
tractions is called ventricular 
tachycardia and is very seri-
ous).
	 Evaluation of this common 
concern often includes a long-
term electrical study of the 
heart, such as wearing a Holter 
monitor, a 24-hour recording 
of every heartbeat. If that has 
not been done, and you remain 
concerned, it might be reason-

able to ask your doctor about 
obtaining one. If you have had 
one, and it showed nothing 
serious, then you are at no 
increased risk above the not-
insignificant risk of an 80-year-
old man with diabetes. 
------------------------------------------------------
Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
questions, but will incorporate 
them in the column whenever 
possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGood-
Health@med.cornell.edu.   (c) 
2022 North America Synd., Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-Noon
 Evenings by Appointment 

DUMAS
Decorating Center

                 CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • WALLPAPER • PAINT

REUPHOLSTER IT!
Call Dave 

Today!

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT

860-923-9619

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!



The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • February 11, 2022   9

bankHometown’s Southbridge St., Auburn office Vice President, Branch Officer Tina Puzo 
(left) presents a check to Sally D’Arcangelo, director of Auburn Youth & Family Services, 
Inc. Food Pantry, one of 14 pantries receiving donations from the bank’s Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors fundraising campaign.

bankHometown raises $39,200 
for local food pantries in fundraiser
OXFORD – Robert J. Morton, 
president and CEO of bank-
Hometown, announced that the 
bank’s 18th annual Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors fundraising 
drive raised $39,200 for local food 
pantries. This brings the total 
amount raised over the 18 years 
the program has been in place to 
$264,900.
	 The annual appeal is part of 
bankHometown’s charitable giv-
ing program, called The Giving 
Tree, which reflects the bank’s 
commitment to making a real 
difference in the neighborhoods 
it serves. Throughout the month 
of November, the bank invited 
customers, employees, and 
members of the community to 
donate funds at bankHometown 

branches. All donations received 
were matched, dollar for dollar, 
by bankHometown and the total 
divided among food pantries in 
Central Massachusetts and north-
east Connecticut communities 
the bank serves. Each of these 
pantries received $2,800 to help 
feed families in need:
Massachusetts:
•	Athol Salvation Army Food 
Pantry
•	Auburn Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. Food Pantry
•	CARE Food Pantry - Clinton 
•	Food Share - Southbridge, 
Charlton & Sturbridge 
•	Friendly House Pantry, 
Worcester
•	 Friends of the Millbury Seniors
•	Ginny’s Helping Hand, Inc. - 

Leominster 
•	 Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf 
•	Sutton Senior Center’s Mi-
chael A. Chizy Food Pantry 
•	St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry - Webster 
Connecticut: 
•	Community Kitchens of 
Northeastern CT - Killingly 
•	Daily Bread - Putnam 
•	Friends of Assisi - Killingly 
•	Thompson Ecumenical Em-
powerment Group (TEEG)
	 “bankHometown would like 
to thank everyone who self-
lessly donated to our Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors campaign,” 
said Morton. “We’re pleased 
that these food pantries will 
receive much-needed funds in 
time for the holiday season.”  

bankHometown’s Sutton Ave., Oxford office Assistant Vice President, Branch Officer Jo-
Anne Bussiere (right) presents a check to Christine St. Martin of Food Share, Inc., one of 
14 pantries receiving donations from the bank’s Neighbors Helping Neighbors fundraising 
campaign.

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

MUSEUM OPEN
WED. - SUN.
10 AM TO 5 PM

Open during February school vacation week! 
Scavenger hunts and fun activities for all.

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA
(978) 562-9182 

www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org

“An absolute must see  
for history lovers!”

- Google Review

BOSTON – In an effort to in-
crease awareness of fine par-
ticulate matter (PM2.5) pollu-
tion levels, the Baker-Polito 
Administration today an-
nounced that 292 air sensors 
have been awarded to 39 com-
munities across the Common-
wealth. The Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) will 
utilize $81,468 in grant funding 
to purchase the small air sen-
sors and provide them to mu-
nicipalities to measure PM2.5 
levels in their communities for 
a period of one year. 
	 “Particulate matter can be a 
significant airborne pollutant 
that affects the public health 
in communities throughout 
the state,” said Energy and En-
vironmental Affairs Secretary 
Kathleen Theoharides. 
	 PM2.5 is a mixture of solid 
particles and liquid droplets 
found in the air and is so small 
that it can be inhaled deep 
into the lungs and may even 
enter a person’s bloodstream. 
Breathing PM2.5 in the air can 
lead to adverse health effects, 
including aggravated asthma 
and other respiratory and 
cardio-pulmonary illnesses. 
By receiving sensors through 
MassDEP’s grant program, 
municipalities will be able to 
work with residents, schools, 
and community groups to 
measure PM2.5 levels and in-
crease awareness of local air 
quality conditions and identi-

Baker-Polito Administration provides 
292 air sensors to 39 communities

fy ways to better protect public 
health. As part of its commit-
ment to advancing equity, di-
versity, and environmental jus-
tice (EJ), MassDEP prioritized 
projects with sensor place-
ments in or near communities 
with EJ populations, as well as 
projects partnering with resi-
dents, schools and local orga-
nizations that work on public 
health and EJ issues. Out of all 
the projects receiving sensors, 
56 percent are in communities 
with EJ populations that often 
experience disproportionate 
effects of air pollution.
	 The following municipalities 
will receive sensors to monitor 
air quality in their communi-
ties: Buckland, Chatham, Dal-
ton, East Longmeadow, Egre-
mont, Milton, Northborough, 
Oak Bluffs, Oxford, Sheffield, 
Southborough, Templeton and 
Uxbridge – 5 air sensors each; 
Granby – 6 air sensors; Biller-
ica, Braintree, Longmeadow, 
Marblehead, Middleborough 
and Peabody – 7 air sensors 
each; Acushnet, Clinton, Lyn-
nfield, Medway and Saugus – 8 
air sensors each; Westfield – 9 
air sensors; and Boston, Free-
town, Greenfield, Holbrook, 
Lancaster, Lawrence, Leices-
ter, Milford, Needham, North 
Adams, Plymouth, Somerset 
and West Springfield – 10 air 
sensors each.
	 “I am grateful for the Baker-
Polito Administration and 
MassDEP for their continued 

support of our public health as 
it relates to the environment,” 
said State Senator Ryan Fatt-
man (R-Sutton). “These sen-
sors are critical to detecting 
fine particulate matter that 
can aggravate health issues 
in individuals. By providing 
these sensors to communities, 
MassDEP is empowering our 
municipalities to be proactive 
while monitoring the PM2.5 
pollution levels.”
	 “Oxford has always shown 
commitment to the health 
and well-being of all of its 
residents,” said State Repre-
sentative Joseph McKenna 
(R-Webster). “This grant from 
the Massachusetts DEP pro-
vides another tool to further 
that mission by ensuring that 
Oxford has clean, unpolluted 
air to breathe.”
	 The “PurpleAir” sensors 
being distributed through 
the grant program are used 
by a variety of governments, 
private organizations, and 
citizens to measure outdoor 
PM2.5 levels. Once installed, 
the sensors measure PM2.5 
levels in “real time” and sen-
sor data is transmitted to the 
PurpleAir Map, where it can 
be viewed through any smart 
device. The sensor data also 
can be viewed on the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s AirNow Fire and 
Smoke Map together with data 
from state-operated regulatory 
PM2.5 monitors. 
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CHARLTON – MassHire Worcester Career Center announced 
the awarding of $8000 in training grants for each Bay Path 
RVTHS Practical Nursing Academy students Sarah Garcia of 
Charlton and Rebecca Lorre of Oxford.  
	 Garcia is an energetic and compassionate Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) whose knowledge is based on the accumula-
tion of close to ten years of hands-on experience as a personal 
care attendant, home health aide, and CNA. She obtained her 
nursing assistant certification through the American Red Cross 
in 2011. Most recently she completed a course on domestic vio-
lence. Garcia is a member of the UNICEF Club, helping raise 
funds and spread awareness for children’s advocacy. She par-
ticipated in the recent Walk to end Alzheimer’s in Worcester 
and the Out of the Darkness Walk in Natick for the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP).
	 Lorre is an experienced school bus driver and holds a cur-
rent CDL. She was with Durham School Services of Oxford. She 
holds an associate degree in communications from Becker Col-
lege. Lorre is an officer of the UNICEF Club, spearheading fund-
raising activities and spreading awareness for children’s advo-
cacy. Recently, Lorre joined the PN Class of 2022 Mock Code 
Team (MCT). The MCT is a simulation-based interprofessional 
team training to ensure high quality, safe patient care during 
code scenarios. Initiated in 2017, the Mock Code Day Program 
is a collaborative effort between faculty and communities of 
interest (volunteer nurses, alumni, EMTs, and Paramedics) to 
enhance communication and care in emergencies by practical 
nurses. The Mock Code Day Program consists of small-group 
simulation-based sessions organized by faculty and engages 
practical nursing students in a variety of roles. The program is 
unique because of its interprofessional nature and scheduled 
sessions. 
	 As practical nursing students at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, both Garcia and Lorre have completed their Mental 
Health First Aid certification and Dementia Care certification. 
Both have also completed COVID-19 Contact Tracing through 
Coursera and Johns Hopkins University.
 	 “We’re grateful for the continued support of the MassHire 
Worcester Career Center,” said Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nurs-
ing Academy Director, Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN. “MassHire helps many of our practical nursing stu-
dents consistently. The grant will help them through the ten 
months of rigorous training and ensure that they stay motivated 
and inspired to give their best.”
	 Training grant funds encourage economic growth in the state 
and allows for additional training for workforce. The Executive 
Office of Labor and Workforce Development, and Common-
wealth Corporation encourage businesses to address work-
force training needs. Interested parties are encouraged to visit 
www.commcorp.org/wtfp to learn more.

Rebecca Lorre and Sarah Garcia.

Students receive training 
grant from MassHire 
Worcester Career Center

508.422.0477
31 Thompson Rd., Unit 2, Webster, MA

info@insationtech.com • www.insationtech.com

Mon-Wed 
9AM-5PM
Thurs & Fri 
9AM-6PM 

Sat 9AM-2PM

1st Month

$500

OXFORD –bankHometown 
and its employees recently 
made donations totaling 
more than $23,000 to three 
United Way organizations in 
Central Massachusetts. 
	 Employees pledged more 
than $20,000 of their own 
funds in support of the bank’s 
United Way workplace cam-
paign. Combined with the 
bank’s direct contribution, 
the campaign total of $23,740 
will be divided among the 
United Way organizations of 
Central, North Central, and 
South Central Massachu-
setts as determined by the 
employees. The campaign 
provides employees with the 
opportunity to donate and 
direct funds, advocating for 
causes that are most impor-
tant to them. 

mon good by focusing on the 
building blocks for a good life 
– education, financial stabil-
ity, health, and basic needs.
	 “United Way helps im-
prove the quality of life for 
our friends and neighbors 
throughout Central Massa-
chusetts,” said bankHome-
town President and CEO 
Robert J. Morton. “bank-
Hometown and our employ-
ees are proud to support 
the organization because, 
together, we can help people 
in these communities unlock 
their full potential.” 

Pictured left to right are Timothy Garvin, president and CEO of the United Way of Cen-
tral Massachusetts; Robert J. Morton, bankHometown president and CEO; Tina Puzo, vice 
president and branch officer of the Auburn office of bankHometown and the bank’s work-
place campaign coordinator; Mary O’Coin, executive director of the United Way of South 
Central Massachusetts; and Kory Eng, president and CEO of the United Way of North Cen-
tral Massachusetts.

bankHometown donates $23,000 to United Way
	 As a long-time contributor 
to the United Way, the bank 
and its employees have do-
nated nearly $97,000 to Unit-
ed Way organizations in Cen-
tral Massachusetts through 
both the workplace campaign 
and direct support of other 
events and campaigns in the 
last five years alone. The 
United Way is a volunteer-
driven organization that 
serves residents through its 
own programs and services 
as well as those of its partner 
agencies. The organization 
works to advance the com-
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Eddie’s Footwear

Tel-508-949-1556

Chippewa, Carolina, Wolverine, 
Rocky, Corcoran

www.eddiesfootwear.com
Eddie Owner

Hrs.: M-F 11am-5pm; Sat. 9am-4pm. 
Closed Sunday

16 West Main St.
Dudley, MA 01571

Cobbler

Eddie’s does 

Shoe Repair on 

the Premises!

“Service that can’t be beat”
WhERE you go 
ShoPPing foR 

thE bESt 
WoRk bootS

Living ON with Lincoln

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare

In-Home Services Available

30 years 
in business
Denise and 
Bill Jones

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

www.tlcpethaven.com

Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

RETAIL METAL SALES
Open To The Public

508-765-4929
529 Ashland Ave • Southbridge

accuratemetalsales.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Design Services

Mig & Stick Welding 

AWS D1.1 

Mild Steel • Stainless Steel
Aluminum • Abrasion Resistant

Hot Rolled • Cold Rolled 

Sheared • Plasma Cut • Bent
Rolled • Saw Cut • Punched

Drilled • Welded • Fabricated

Whether you need 1 piece 
or a truck load, we can 

accommodate you!

CCURATE METAL
Sales & Fabrication

A Division of Industrial Transfer & Storage, Inc

A visit from Henry.

Other people’s Goldens.

Hanging with Ellie.

Patience and OPGs

By Amy LeClaire
It’s getting real. My puppy, 
the first of a projected two, is 
on its way this year. Well, al-
most. We are number eleven 
on a list we were fortunate 
enough to be placed on last 
June, thanks to Lincoln.  
Just as he had squared his 
head to the Dunkin’ Donuts 
servers at the drive-through 
window, he made his pres-
ence known, again, while my 
husband relayed our Golden 
history to Cloverdale’s own-
er. We came to find out that 
Lincoln’s genes are actually 
entwined with those of her 
dogs. He was a Twin Beau D 
pup, son of Tickles and Sox, 
grandson of the remarkable 
Sir, a champion in his day. 
Twin Beau D and Cloverdale 
dogs had collaborated in the 
past to breed the healthy, 
widely admired and sought 
out show dogs we’re about to 
join hands with.  You’re do-
ing the right thing, Mom. This 
is my family. These puppies 
are my cousins. Of course, 
there’s only one Lincoln, 
but you can do this again. 
You have my blessing. Just 
please don’t give him the light 
blue ball. 
	 We sent our deposit in last 
June and, since then, have 
practiced the fine art of pa-
tience while living vicariously 
through OPGs, that is, Other 
People’s Goldens. “Hello 
sweet girl!” I visited my neigh-
bor’s sweet Golden, Ellie, and 
made friends with the mag-
nificent Henry of Cloverdale 

(a distant cousin of Lincoln’s) 
who came over to visit. I even 
became tempted (last sum-
mer) by OPL, Other People’s 
Litters.
	 “Let’s do it!”  I took a ride 
with a neighbor who had re-
cently lost her girl to check 
out a Golden litter just born. 
The experience confirmed 
for me the importance of re-
searching breeders and avoid-
ing the temptation to purchase 
in haste. “We can get our pups 
together! A friend of a friend 
at work says there are a few 
available! We’re so lucky!” 
There was something suspi-
ciously quick and easy about 
the sudden litter upon me. “I’ll 
pick you up at noon!” But the 
thought of puppy playdates 
and puppy smells and all 
things puppy led us through 
winding, desolate back roads 
and, finally, to an overcrowd-
ed dog home, the stench and 
squalor of which has yet to 
leave my mind. 
	 Don’t get me wrong. An im-
maculate home does not nec-
essarily translate to a happy 
home, for dogs or humans. 
Dogs are messy and hairy. 
So aren’t people. I’ve seen 
enough college dormitory 
rooms (and bathrooms) to 
deem the lifestyle of a college 
student to be a public health 
hazard. But I’ll say this. Feces 
does not belong on a frying 
pan. I have a soft spot for dogs 
(after all, my first column writ-
ten here happens to be Why I 
Like Dogs More than Humans) 
and share the Dog Person be-
lief that dogs love us uncondi-
tionally and deserve the same 
back. Amid a life that is heart-
breakingly short, our pets are 
not stuffed animals to squeeze 
when we need a hug, or leave 
when we need to be else-
where. They deserve atten-
tion, training, resources, and 

the healthiest of nutritional 
practices. They don’t deserve 
to be twenty-five pounds over-
weight (the stud of the litter we 
had inspected, the Puff Daddy, 
was unhealthily puffy) or con-
fined to a lifestyle designed 
for human needs alone. They 
don’t deserve to be anxious 
and rambunctious due to im-
proper training and attention. 
They deserve our best. 
	 My neighbor and I left 
enlightened. The backyard 
breeder came with too many 
questions, stenches, and a 
family tree more gangly than a 
skeleton. Who was the Daddy 
again?  
	 Awakened by a better atti-
tude - to be patient - I chose to 
live vicariously through Gold-
ens on the loose (breweries 
are notably full of them) which 
are easy enough to hang with. 
I held the paw of Draper, a red-
dish Golden from Pennsylva-
nia, swapped Golden stories 
with the owner of Mable, a 
feisty girl from New York, and 
learned about Lucky, a rescue 
from Connecticut who found 
his forever home. Goldens 
are socialites. They’ll lift their 
chins and smile while we talk 
about them, as though to say, 

“Aren’t we the best?” They lis-
ten to you. “Lincoln sounded 
like so much fun. I like balls 
too. But I’m more of a Frisbee 
guy.” 
	 OPGs have kept me a be-
liever.   
	 My husband, a technolo-
gist, copes with our dogless 
household by watching (and 
sending me) reels upon reels 
of video clips featuring gold-
ens with a larger Instagram 
following than the president. 
“Look at this one!” A Golden 
Daddy hovers at the edge of a 
pool while a puppy, possibly 
his own, paddles and learns 
to swim for the first time. 
Another happy Golden trots 
across a lawn with the swad-
dle-hammock of a new puppy 
clutched in his mouth. One 
walks along a treadmill above 
a tank of water. Then came 
my favorite, that of two adult 
Goldens making friends with a 
baby fawn in the woods. Ins-
tagram Goldens are remark-
able, I think to myself, but 
my puppy will be better. My 
puppy will be almost as good 
as Lincoln, and that’s still say-
ing a lot. 
	 We live in an era allowing a 
moment in time to be caught, 

saved and stored. Given the 
appeal of the breed, taking ad-
vantage of the ability to create 
a snapshot to be relived over 
and over again is not surpris-
ing. Golden joy is contagious!  
Ironically, while Golden popu-
larity grows, so do waiting lists. 
Patience remains the opera-
tive word. All good things take 
time, and all puppies deserve 
our best. All puppies deserve 

to live as Lincoln did. “I second 
that,” he tells me from the sky. I 
smile and whisper back to him, 
“He’ll never be you, but he’ll 
have an extraordinary life. And 
he’ll be loved. Oh, how he’ll be 
loved, Lincoln.”  
	 Stay tuned for more on Liv-
ing On with Lincoln and up-
dates on puppy news!
	 Write to me at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com  
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The Outlaws to perform at Indian Ranch June 11
WEBSTER - The Outlaws will 
return to Indian Ranch in Web-
ster, as part of the Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade Summer Concert 
Series on Saturday, June 11. 
Tickets are on sale at www.in-
dianranch.com.
	 Formed in Tampa in 1972, 
The Outlaws – known for their 
triple-guitar rock attack and 
three-part country harmonies 
– became one of the first acts 
signed by Clive Davis (at the 
urging of Ronnie Van Zant) to 
his then-fledgling Arista Re-
cords. The band’s first three 
albums The Outlaws, Lady In 
Waiting and Hurry Sundown 
– featuring such rock radio fa-
vorites as ‘There Goes Another 
Love Song’, ‘Green Grass & 
High Tides’, ‘Knoxville Girl’ 
and ‘Freeborn Man’ – would 
become worldwide gold and 
platinum landmarks of the 
Southern Rock era. Known as 
‘The Florida Guitar Army’ by 
their fans, The Outlaws earned 
a formidable reputation as 
an incendiary live act tour-
ing with friends The Allman 
Brothers, Lynyrd Skynyrd, 
The Marshall Tucker Band 
and The Charlie Daniels Band 
as well as The Doobie Broth-
ers, The Who, Eagles and The 
Rolling Stones. Henry Paul left 
after the group’s third album 
to form The Henry Paul Band 
for Atlantic Records, and later 
co-founded the multi-Platinum 
country trio Blackhawk. Over 
the next 20+ years, The Out-
laws would experience ram-
pant personnel changes, tonal 
missteps, ill-fated reunions 
and bitter trademark battles 
that left fans – not to mention 
Paul and Yoho – frustrated 
and saddened. And with the 
tragic deaths of co-founding 
members Frank O’Keefe and 
Billy Jones in 1995, and espe-

cially songwriter/vocalist/lead 
guitarist Hughie Thomasson 
in 2007, it was feared that The 
Outlaws’ trail had come to an 
end.
	 Along with founding mem-
bers Paul and Yoho, the band 
features several of Southern 
Rock’s most respected vet-
erans: Keyboardist/vocalist 
Dave Robbins is a co-founding 
member of Blackhawk and has 
written hit songs for artists that 
include Restless Heart, Kenny 
Rogers and Eric Clapton. Long-
time Outlaws’ bassist/vocalist 
Randy Threet has performed 
with Trisha Yearwood, Pam 
Tillis and Blackhawk, and is 
familiar to TV audiences from 
USA Network’s ‘Nashville 
Star’. Lead guitarist Steve 
‘Grits’ Grisham was a member 
of the Soldiers Of Fortune era 
Outlaws, as well as a noted 
songwriter whose tracks in-
clude The Henry Paul Band’s 
Top 40 hit, ‘Keepin’ Our Love 
Alive’.  Co-lead guitarist Dale 
Oliver is one of Nashville’s 
most versatile producers/song-
writers/musicians and was 
formerly Blackhawk’s lead gui-
tarist and bandleader for more 
than 10 years, co-writing their 
hit ‘Almost A Memory Now’. 
	 The Outlaws’ live shows –
vividly captured in their 2016 

double album Legacy Live 
– are blazing 2+ hour tributes 
to the band’s rich history and 
fiery rebirth. Classic tracks 
and fan favorites from the first 
three albums – as well as The 
Henry Paul Band’s definitive 
‘Grey Ghost’ – share the spot-
light with new songs that are 
already being embraced by au-
diences. “I think our new ma-
terial goes back to those first 
three classic albums, when 
the band was proud of its in-
fluences from country, blues 
and jazz,” says Paul. “Plus, 
Steve and Dale have honored 
and maybe even stepped up 
the legacy of the ‘guitar army’. 
Fans are coming away from 
shows feeling a renewed part 
of the Outlaws experience.”
	 “Our goal is to unite the fans 
and bring the band back into 
the light. In a way, this is like 
a second chance at my first 
love. It’s about finishing what 
we started.” For Henry, Monte, 
Dave, Randy, Steve and Dale, 
it’s also about a band of broth-
ers who love playing their own 
brand of rock, and who 40+ 
years ago first got the chance 
to share it with the world.
	 For The Outlaws, it’s still 
about the music. And now 
more than ever, it’s about 
pride. 

	 Insiders Club memberships 
and GA Season Passes for the 
2022 Summer Concert Series 
are on sale now. The Indian 
Ranch Insiders Club gives 
members exclusive access 
to buy tickets before they go 
on sale to the general public. 
GA Season Passes include a 
general admission ticket to ev-
ery show in the Indian Ranch 
Summer Concert Series. Both 
programs come with an array 
of other benefits and are avail-
able at www.indianranch.com/
memberships. 
	 Indian Ranch offers music 
lovers a chance to see some 
of the greatest country, clas-
sic rock and pop bands steps 
from Lake Chargoggagoggman-
chauggagoggchaubunagun-
gamaugg. Nestled between 
pine trees, the amphitheater 
offers the ability to see the 
stage from anywhere in the 
audience. More than a concert 
venue, Indian Ranch opened 
Samuel Slater’s Restaurant 
and is also home to the Indian 
Princess paddlewheeler and 
Indian Ranch Campground. 
Already on sale are concerts 
with Trace Adkins on June 
5, The Mavericks on June 19, 
Get The Led Out on July 8, 
Scotty McCreery on July 9, 
and ABBA The Concert on 
August 12. More shows will be 
announced soon.
	 Gates for The Outlaws will 
open at 11:30 a.m. and show-
time is 1:00 p.m. Tickets are 
available online at www.indi-
anranch.com, by calling 1-800-
514-ETIX (3849) or at the Indian 
Ranch Box Office.  All events 
are rain or shine. No refunds. 
Indian Ranch is located at 200 
Gore Road in Webster. For 
more information, visit www.
indianranch.com.

The Outlaws.

CHARLTON -  Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy student 
and P.E.O. grant recipient Sarah Garcia of Charlton will be 
inducted into the National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) 
on an in-person ceremony to be held in the Spring. The 
outside event will mark the 7th annual induction ceremony 
for the Academy. 
	 Garcia is an energetic and compassionate Certified Nurs-
ing Assistant (CNA) whose knowledge is based on the accu-
mulation of ten years of hands-on experience as a personal 
care attendant, home health aide, and CNA. She obtained 
her nursing assistant certification through the American 
Red Cross in 2011. She is certified in Dementia Care, com-
pleted a course on domestic violence and is Mental Health 
First Aid certified. Garcia is a member of the UNICEF Club, 
helping raise funds and spread awareness for children’s ad-
vocacy. She participated in the Walk to end Alzheimer’s in 
Worcester and the Out of the Darkness Walk in Natick for 
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP). 
	 Last October 2021, the P.E.O. organization honored Gar-
cia with the PCE (Program for Continuing Education) grant 
in the amount of $2,000 for the 2021-2022 academic year. 
The scholarship was presented to Garcia by Georgeanne 
Roe, Jane Flynn, Barbara Smith, and Pam Thomas-Nielsen 
all from Chapter R. 
	 Each year, practical nursing students eagerly look for-
ward to the NTHS induction ceremony, according to Acad-
emy Director, Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN. “Making it through nursing school is an achieve-
ment, being inducted into the NTHS is another feather in 
their cap! The PN students juggle school, work, and family 
life, it is quite a feat to be inducted to the NTHS,” said Bo-
landrina, who has been organizing the induction ceremony 
for the last 6 years. 
	 Eligibility for induction to the NTHS is based on a mini-
mum 3.0 grade point average, faculty recommendation, 
character, leadership, involvement in extracurricular activ-
ities, and clubs. These characteristics reflect the member 
attributes of the National Technical Honor Society which 
are skill, honesty, service, responsibility, scholarship, citi-
zenship, and leadership. 
	 “It’s amazing how kind, wonderful and resilient our 
practical nursing students are,” added Bolandrina. “They 
navigated the rigorous program through these challenging 
times and even managed to participate in many volunteer 
activities to help the community.” Other members of the 
PN Class of 2022 NTHS candidates will be announced in the 
succeeding weeks.  

Student qualifies for National 
Technical Honor Society

Tales from beyond

By Thomas D’Agostino
The story of the Equinox Resort 
in Manchester, Vermont dates 
back to 1769. It originally was a 
tavern ran by William Marsh. It 
was there that Ira Allen, Ethan’s 
younger brother held a special 
meeting proposing the confis-
cation of properties owned by 
British sympathizers, better 
known as Tories, to help fund 
the Green Mountain Boys. Iron-
ically, Marsh, a British sympa-
thizer, was the first to have his 
property taken.  

  The 200-room resort opened 
as the Equinox in 1853 under 
the ownership of Franklin Or-
vis. He named the inn after 
the tallest mountain of the 
Taconic Mountain Range that 
towers behind the structure 
at 3800 feet above sea level. 
Since then, a long list of promi-
nent people have stayed at the 
Equinox. Presidents Ulysses 
S. Grant, Theodore Roosevelt, 
William Howard Taft, and Ben-
jamin Harrison were but a few. 

In 1864, President Abraham 
Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd Lin-
coln and their children stayed 
at the inn. They enjoyed the 
hospitality and quaint Ver-
mont lifestyle so much, they 
made reservations to spend 
the next summer there with 
the president as well. 
   A special suite was con-
structed for the accommo-
dation of the first family. All 
precautions were made so 
that the president and his fam-
ily would have a grand time 
during their stay in the Green 
Mountain state. The visit was 
not to be, for on April 14, 
1865 the president was assas-
sinated. The Lincoln family 
never forgot the wonders and 
tranquility of the area. Robert 
Todd Lincoln, son of Abraham 
and Mary, built his summer 
estate, Hildene just down the 
road from the Equinox.
   Time took its toll on the inn, 
and at one point the building 
became rundown and com-
pletely abandoned. By 1972, 
the Equinox was boarded up. 
Francesco Galesi purchased 
the inn and performed ex-
tensive renovations. In 1985, 
the Equinox reopened as a 
year round resort. In 1991, the 
Equinox opened the Charles 

Orvis home to guests and in 
2007, the 134-guest room 1811 
House became another part 
of the inn’s accommodations. 
This was the home of Abra-
ham Lincoln’s granddaughter; 
Mary Lincoln Isham and her 
husband Charles from 1905 
until her death in 1939.
   Such a prominent and lux-
urious resort would not be 
complete without a few no-
table figures still roaming its 
corridors. The ghosts of Mary 
Todd Lincoln and her son Tad 
still frequent the hotel. Guests 
and staff have heard the sound 
of a child crying and a mother 
comforting it. Some have actu-
ally witnessed the ghostly pair 
in one of the guestrooms. Wit-
nesses recognized Mary and 
her son based on a portrait. 
She seems to favor rooms 241 
and 242, which were once 
combined into one suite to ac-
commodate the Lincoln family.
   The Lincolns are not the 
only spirits thought to still ten-
ant the resort. Some believe 
that William Marsh has come 
back to his old inn. Perhaps 
he is attempting to reclaim the 
land that was taken from him 
when he sided with the British 
during the war. Maybe it was 
his angry entity that rips the 

The Equinox

pillows and blankets from the 
bed and tossing them all over 
the room shortly after the 
chambermaids finish clean-
ing. This would seem plau-
sible, as the name of the room 
is called none other than the 
Green Mountain Suite.
   Others believe that the spirit 
of George Orvis, son of Equi-
nox founder Franklin Orvis 
also haunts the inn. George 
was successor to the hotel af-
ter his father passed. In 1918, 
he strolled out to the pond 
to either go fishing or have a 
swim, no one knows for sure. 
Either way, he never returned. 
People have heard footsteps 
come up from behind and will 
move aside to let the person 
pass. The footsteps pass them 
followed by a cold wind but 
no physical entity is seen. 
   One night the front desk 
received a distressing call 
from Room 329. Security and 
staff went up to check out the 

situation. When they entered 
the suite, they witnessed the 
lampshades slowly turning on 
their spindles and the rocking 
chairs swaying to and fro with 
no physical being to manipu-
late them. The guests were 
hastily and happily removed 
to an “unoccupied” room for 
the rest of the evening.
   There are so many stories 
circulating in regard to the 
Equinox that it seems hard not 
to have a paranormal experi-
ence. Stay a weekend or enjoy 
dinner at one of their several 
restaurants. You never know 
who you might meet from the 
Equinox’s past.
-------------------------------------------------------
Thomas D’Agostino and his 
wife Arlene Nicholson are 
seasoned paranormal investi-
gators, authors, and co-orga-
nizers of Paranormal United 
Research Society. You can find 
out more about them by visit-
ing www.tomdagostino.com.
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By Janet Stoica
Dudley resident Aaron Peek 
won’t object to the label of 
perfectionist, at least when it 
comes to car detailing. 
	 Mr. Peek thoroughly enjoys 
his work and came to car, 
truck, and motorcycle main-
tenance by way of Texas to 
Massachusetts. “When I was 
younger, I took my car to an 
auto detailer for the usual 
wash, wax, and vacuuming,” 
he explains. “When I picked 
up my car and drove it home, I 
started looking at the work that 
was done. I wasn’t satisfied 
with it so I took it back to the 
detailing company and went 
over the details they’d missed. 
I was hired by the owner to 
take over their detailing de-
partment and I found that it 
was something I enjoyed doing 
from start to finish.”
	 After college, Aaron worked 
for a fiber optic cabling com-
pany that took him through-
out the United States. In 1999, 
when his company was hired 
by Massachusetts to provide 
underground cabling conduits 
under and along the Mass. 
Pike, there was Aaron Peek. 
“I met and made a lot of good 
friends here, and when I came 
back to New England to visit, 
I ended up staying. I found 
that I really enjoyed the cold 
weather and the snow.” He 
worked for Southbridge Tire 
Company, handling heavy 
equipment and truck tires. 
He also met his wife, Carmela, 
and settled in Dudley. The 

couple has two sons and two 
granddaughters. 
	 Four years ago, Mr. Peek 
decided to pick up auto detail-
ing again in the evenings after 
work and his expertise soon 
became well known through 
word-of-mouth. His customer 
base expanded, and he found 
that the satisfaction of his 
younger days’ accomplish-
ments worked for him once 
again. 
	 Peek’s Services has now 
become his full-time profes-
sion. His enthusiasm is evi-
dent when speaking with him. 
“Auto detailing here is given 
the highest priority and we 
use high-grade products. We 
also do oil and filter changes 
for all vehicle makes and mod-
els,” he said. “We mount and 
balance tires. If you have a 
specific brand in mind, just let 
me know and I’ll get it for you. 
All oil is recycled through an 
approved vendor.” 
	 The detailing work includes 
buffing minor scratches, car-
pet shampooing, and ceramic 
coating, which is a product 
that gives another layer of 
protection over your vehicle’s 
clear coat. The ceramic coating 
will last up to five years with 
proper maintenance. Clay bars 
are used in the detail process 
too. This removes tar, brake 
dust, and other road grime and 
makes the exterior as slick as 
glass. It’s an annual mainte-
nance recommendation. No 
detail goes un-noticed.”

	 Vehicles he has detailed 
include RVs, boats, trailers, 
even tractor-trailers. Alumi-
num polishing is offered for 
truck tire wheels that includes 
a four-stage sanding and buff-
ing process. He’s also had the 
experience of washing, wax-
ing, and buffing PBS’ This Old 
House trailer. From Subarus, 
Chevys, and Toyotas to Mase-
rati Quattroportes and Jag-
uars, Mr. Peek has the keen 
expertise to truly satisfy his 
customers with the final shine 
and gloss of their transports. 
	 Typical auto exterior detail 
procedures begin with a hand 
wash with Meguiars Soap; 
blow dry; clay bar application; 
engine wash by hand with 
detailing using cotton swabs; 
Meguiars Tech 2.0 wax; and an 
F11 Top Coat. All wheels, tires, 
and fender wells are cleaned 
thoroughly as well. Interior 
details include cleaning of all 
door jambs, carpet shampoo-
ing, carpet blow drying, leath-
er cleaning and conditioning, 
and air vent cleaning. Cotton 
swabs are always used for all 
the nooks and crannies. “Basi-
cally, everything that can be 
cleaned is taken care of,” says 
Mr. Peek, “and we’ll stand 
with our customer for their 
review and approval.”
	 He also offers additional 
services like window tinting 
up to the 35% legal limitation 
and remote car starter installa-
tion. He snowplows commer-
cially and residentially, power 

Peek’s Services offers auto 
detailing, tires, and oil changes

Owner, Aaron Peek, stands near one of his detailed vehicles.

washes all types of home sid-
ing, including brick, vinyl, and 
wood clapboards. For new 
customers, Peek’s Services is 
currently running a $10 off oil 
change offer when you have 
your vehicle detailed. 
	 With his charity work for 
the American Legion Rid-
ers for the last six years, Mr. 
Peek gives back to the com-
munity by detailing the rid-
ers’ motorcycles for $65/each 
and then returning 100% of 
his earnings to the Legion. 
He has also done charitable 
work for the Holyoke Soldiers 
Home, American Legion Post 
Lego Ride, UMass/Memorial 
Children’s Cancer Unit, South-
bridge’s Eagle Riders Group, 

Leicester’s Cherry Valley Rid-
ers, Worcester’s Vernon Hill 
Riders, and the Sutton and 
Auburn Riders.        
	 Peek’s Services, 7 Johna-
than Pass, Dudley. Phone: 

(903) 900-0813. Appointments 
required.  www.peeksdetail-
ing.com  
-------------------------------------------------------
Contact Janet:  jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

RUSMART

ANTIQUE • CUSTOM
MARINE • RV’S

AUTO 
UPHOLSTERY

Ken & Art Clements
723 MAIN STREET, NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

(508) 987-1171

Est.
1947
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We do NOTNOT  add biofuel 
to our product 

5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Burner Service
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, 
North Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, 

Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30am-2pm

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

WEBSTER - Live Comedy 
returns to Samuel Slater’s 
Restaurant in Webster on 

Comedy returns to Samuel Slater’s 
Hall with with Paul D’Angelo 
and guests Feb. 18

Comedians Paul D’Angelo, Steve Bjork and Dave Rattigan.

Friday, February 18, with a 
triple featuring headliner Paul 
D’Angelo, special guest Steve 

Bjork, and Emcee Dave Ratti-
gan. Presented by On-Premise 
Entertainment, doors open at 
7pm; show starts at 8pm. Tick-
ets are on-sale now at www.
samuelslaters.com.
	 Paul D’Angelo is a former 
assistant district attorney and 
criminal-defense trial attorney 
who simultaneously became 
one of the country’s top stand-
up comedians. Paul has been 
headlining A-List comedy 
clubs around the country for 
35 years and has been the 
opening act for over sixty in-
ternationally known acts, in-

cluding Ray Charles, Aretha 
Franklin, Tom Jones, Tony 
Bennett, The Beach Boys, 
Chicago, The Four Tops, The 
Temptations, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Lyle Lovett, George Carlin and 
Dennis Miller, performing in 
famed entertainment venues 
ranging from the legendary 
Friar’s Clubs in NY and LA 
and the Waldorf Astoria’s 
main ballroom in New York 
City, to the main showroom at 
Harrah’s Casino and Caesar’s 
Palace. Paul also co-starred in 
the popular Showtime movie 
‘The Godfathers of Comedy’ 
and is the author of several 
award-winning comedy 
books.
	 Steve Bjork has been de-
scribed by the Boston Globe 
as “one of the top names” in 
New England stand-up com-
edy. He’s come a long way 
from his nights of frying up 
mozzarella sticks in the back 
room of a popular Boston 
comedy club. He was a col-
lege student, using that part-
time job to study the craft of 
stand-up comedy by catching 
glimpses of the performers 
on stage. Today, Bjork is a 

polished veteran of the highly 
competitive Boston comedy 
scene with crisscrossing tours 
of the country under his belt. 
His material is intelligent and 
accessible, but first and fore-
most, it is funny. Bjork takes 
everyday life and turns it up-
side down in a way that every 
demographic in any given au-
dience can enjoy. A longtime 
favorite in nightclubs and casi-
nos around the country, Bjork 
is also a highly sought-after 
corporate entertainer.
	 Dave Rattigan added “ac-
tor” to his resume when he 
played a businessman who 
loses a cab to Red Sox field 
reporter Heidi Watney in a 
popular and funny Olympia 
Sports commercial in 2009. 
Prior to that, he collected 
fans with his Dave Rattigan: 
Thinks He’s Funny CD, which 
received heavy airplay on XM 
and Sirius Satellite Radio and 
other syndicates. He’s also 
written humorous columns 
for a wide variety of publica-
tions (including the Boston 
Globe and Christian Science 
Monitor). Live, he plays every 
type of gig, from opening for 

The Beach Boys to acting as 
master of ceremonies at cor-
porate shows and fundraisers, 
to headlining at venues such 
at Mottley’s Comedy Club 
in Boston and Headliners in 
Manchester, N.H. 
	 Samuel Slater’s Restaurant 
at Indian Ranch offers a va-
riety of events year round, 
along with seasonal concerts 
at Indian Ranch amphithe-
ater, the Indian Princess 
paddlewheeler and Indian 
Ranch Campground. Upcom-
ing events at Samuel Slater’s 
in February include Tour of 
Spain Wine Dinner on Febru-
ary 23, and Alter Ego (band) 
on February 26t, More events 
will be announced soon.
	 Tickets for Comedy Night 
with Paul D’Angelo and Guests 
on Friday, February 18, are on-
sale now. For tickets and more 
information on all the events 
at Samuel Slater’s Restaurant, 
visit samuelslaters.com. Sam-
uel Slater’s Restaurant is locat-
ed at 200 Gore Road in Web-
ster, outside of Worcester and 
less than an hour’s drive from 
Boston, Providence, Hartford 
and Springfield.

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS 
IN & OUT

NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE
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I have a Chevy Aveo and I am having issues with the 
P0420 code. Both oxygen sensors were changed. The 
wire connections are good. I use quality Shell gas. The 

car runs great and has 117,500 miles but the check engine light 
still comes on. What is wrong? 

The code is looking at catalytic convertor efficiency. 
More than likely the convertor just can’t perform prop-
erly and that is determined by the front and rear oxygen 

sensors. You are correct you won’t notice any difference in en-
gine performance, but the engine is producing higher than nor-
mal vehicle emissions. When you replace the catalytic conver-
tor, buy a quality replacement. I have seen bargain converters 
work for a while only to have the same PO420 code come back.  

I have a 1985 Chevrolet Corvette with the 4+3 transmis-
sion and 48,000 miles. I recently had both hydraulic cyl-
inders for the clutch replaced. Now the reverse lights 

and the overdrive indicator in the info center do not work. Both 
are obviously transmission related. Any idea what the issue 
could be?

When the transmission was removed the reverse light 
switch located on the side of the transmission needed 
to be disconnected. The overdrive switch is located on 

the shifter. I suspect that during the repair these items may have 
been left disconnected or perhaps even damaged. At this point 
go back to the shop that did the repair and have them inspect 
their work. 

What do you think of the new Ford Bronco and what 
about the Bronco Sport? 

I have had the opportunity to evaluate both vehicles 
within 30 days of each other. Before driving them I ex-
pected to not like the Bronco Sport, since it is based 
on the Ford Escape platform, and love the full sized 

Bronco. In reality I liked the Bronco Sport a lot. It rode well, 

had off-road capability and was quite functional inside and out. 
The full-sized Bronco was sharp looking, got plenty of attention 
and is an off-road champion but maybe because of all the hype 
I came away a little disappointed. The interior in places seemed 
a bit too plasticky and fit and finish was average. And then there 
was the price. The Bronco I drove was approaching the price of 
the off-road capable and more luxurious Land Rover Defender. 

I have a 2008 Toyota Avalon-which is the best car I 
have ever owned. I purchased it new but the one prob-
lem that I have is the high beam bulbs have shattered 
or blown out every few years. My mechanic said Toyota 

had sent a bulletin to the dealers about the problem. It is my 
understanding that some 2008-2010 models have a problem with 
the bulb housing, not the bulbs and the fix is to replace the hous-
ing. The problem is Toyota doesn’t consider this a defect and 
only covered the issue for the original warranty that expired 

nine years ago. To me it is a manufacturing or design defective, 
and the car should be recalled. The local dealer just shrugs and 
tells me it is an old car. To replace both headlight assemblies 
and bulbs will cost nearly $1000. Any suggestions?

As you stated, there is a technical service bulletin that 
describes the problem. The repair does, in fact, re-
quire replacing the housing and bulb. My only “guess” 

is this isn’t a recall since the low beam light will still func-
tion when the high beam light fails. At this time it couldn’t hurt 
to file a complaint with the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration on their website: www.safercar.gov. There are after-
market replacement parts from online companies such as Rock-
Auto and CARiD with the parts costing much less. Since this is 
the best car you have ever owned and it probably has some 
additional life in it, spending $500 or even $1000 on headlights to 
me is money well spent.
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John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
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Webster Republicans 
to hold caucus
The Webster Republican Town Committee will conduct 
its caucus on February 17 at 6:30 p.m. at 4 Veterans Way, 
Webster, to elect delegates to the Massachusetts State 
Convention.
	 Any registered Republican who is interested in being 
considered as a delegate must attend the caucus.  RSVP 
is strongly suggested.  Contact Linda at 508-949-1218 or 
linpaqu@hotmail.com  
	 The Massachusetts Republican Party will hold its State 
Convention on Saturday, May 21, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Mass Mutual Convention Center in Springfield.
	 The convention’s purpose is to endorse the party’s 
ticket for statewide office. Candidates for governor, lieu-
tenant governor, attorney general, secretary of state, 
state treasurer and state auditor will vie for the conven-
tion endorsement.  To obtain the endorsement, a candi-
date must attain a majority vote of the delegates at the 
convention. This is an excellent opportunity for citizens 
to have a direct influence in state politics. 
	 The Webster RTC meets monthly and is patriotic, sup-
portive and faith-based.  The RTC is very active and is 
working locally concerning the US Constitution, Bill of 
Rights and God-given rights.  However, there is much 
work to do to support our local police, veterans, and free-
dom that many have taken for granted. -- Linda Paquette

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College has released 
its Fall 2021 Semester Dean and Merit Lists. A total of 537 stu-
dents were named to the College’s Dean’s List and 881 students 
were named to the Merit List. 
QCC’s Dean’s List Fall 2021
Auburn: Tyler Camuso, Casey Clouthier, Gracie Curtis, Ezekial 
Diaz, Kiara Diaz, Colin Fitzgerald, Aidan Foley, Kevin Foley-Fos-
ter, Dawson Gemme, Jason Henry, Andy Ho, Muhammad Ibra-
him, Priscilla Kot, Katelyn Pike, Dylan Tang, Meloney Thapa, 
David Zona
Charlton: Lauryn Dawson, Johnson Ebe, Vitor Kuhn Scariot, Jes-
sica Lapierre, Rene Latino, Chase McKenney, Nicole Mulvey, 
Halle Sanchez, Dylan Smaltz
Dudley: Anthony Awad, Erin Bouffard, Nicholas Champagne, 
Parker Filo-Loos, Isabella Freitas, Deirdre Grubb, Joseph Guar-
agno, Grace Jocson, Montana Josey, Nicole Karp, Julia Leary, 
Baker Meece, David Pino, Anthony Rivera, Jade Shultz, Mehrael 
Towadros, Auguste Valley
North Oxford: Salvatore DeMalia, Gracyn Mauch
Oxford: Kwabena Asiamah, Micaela Christenson, Holly Gignil-
liat, Kelsie Guarente, William Harvey, Amanda Listewnik, Kaitlin 
Littleton, Nicholas McElroy, Denise Otano, Dillon Palmer, Jared 
Torosian
Webster: Benjamin Ayres, Melissa DeLuca-Midgette, Alexander 
Delgado Casanova, Ashley Denham, Sean Flynn, Amber Halla-
man, Anna Israelian, Trevor Jutras, Hanna Kunkel, Chime Lama, 
Elena Ralph, Alicja Rogalski
QCC’s Merit List Fall 2021
Auburn: Zahraa Alshammari, Gabriella Amoros, Dawn Bom-
bard, Conor Carlson, Madison Cove, Dominic D’Amore, Uyen 
Hong Ha Dao, Lyndsey Delorto, Leesa Kamaru, Hailey Martell, 
Chanel Napoli, Kyle Nash, Ifeanyi Nwachukwu, Brian Smith
Ayer: Michael Owen

Charlton: Cameron Allard, Kimberly Beals, Leslie Chaves, Chris-
topher Chute, Nicholas Cochran, Adrienne Courchaine, Ada Du-
ruh-Nubuor, Riley French, Abigail Joesten, Cheyenne Kelly, Hal-
ey LaFortune, Jessica Marshall, Pedro Milian-Giles, Pedro Prieto, 
Katelyn Smith, Bryan Stearns, Ashley Steelman, Cady Stevens
Dudley: Mia Bohanan, Elizabeth Catino, Jessica Clark, Shawn 
Coltran, Conor Fitzgerald, Heather Lamprey, Hannah Lombardo, 
Abigail Northrop, Maxwell Ober, Paige Oliver, Christina Richert, 
Molly Riley
North Oxford: Antony Bradford, Nikita Igoshin, Julianna Mar-
coux, Hailey Mills
Oxford: Izabella Bezak, Noah Buckley, Nina Cardoni, Emily 
Caron, Mark Cruz, Tommy Estevez, Wilfrid Fotso Tasse, Ariana 
Gelardi, Katie George, Elijah Gray, Nathan Hagopian, Colton 
Heerdt, Kimberly Lindsey, Daniel Silver, Alexis Walsh
South Grafton: Esha Batchu, Kathryn Branda, Vaishnavi Chebro-
lu, Veda Dave, Anthony Fisher, Nicholas Fobert, Thomas Fobert, 
Hanna Perron, Jesalee Roberts
Webster: Eliezer Asamoah, Ernestina Atsugah-Habadah, Victoria 
Binney, Casmere Cournoyer, Alexandra Cowher, Audrey Duch-
arme, Timothy Dziedzic, Madeleine Grillo, Ramy Hakim, Kerri 
Heenan, Shania Knight, Tenzin Lama, Anne Marie Markiewicz, 
Nickolas Maxwell, Kristina Mlavsky, Hiranya Robles, Kimberly 
Rockwood, Amy Rosario, Nayane Saffae, Holly Scott, Brittany 
Singelais, Justin Smith, Peter Tadros, Apryl Vancellette, Rachael 
Watterson
	 Quinsigamond Community College provides the community 
with high quality, affordable higher education in Worcester 
County. As a regional leader in education and workforce devel-
opment, QCC serves the diverse educational needs of Central 
Massachusetts by providing affordable, accessible, and high 
quality programming leading to transfer, 

QCC fall 2021 semester Dean and Merit Lists
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The Janet Malser Humanities Trust is now accepting ap-
plications for the 2022 grant cycle. Ms. Malser set up the 
charitable Trust in order to support the arts and humani-
ties, community service and conservation in the towns of 
Dudley, Oxford, and Webster.
	 The causes for which funding will be considered include: 
“the restoration and preservation of historic sites; the 
furtherance of art and music in the schools, both public 
and private; public concerts with an emphasis on classi-
cal music; the improvement and growth of public libraries; 
the support of church work aiding the indigent, homeless, 
aging citizens and needy children; beautification through 
planting and the preservation of park areas and cemeter-
ies; the improvement of service and equipment at the Hub-
bard Regional Hospital [now Harrington Healthcare at Hub-
bard], and the environmental protection of Webster Lake.”
	 Trustees make awards annually to verified tax-exempt 
organizations meeting the charitable purposes of the Trust. 
Prior recipients are eligible to apply so long as proper fol-
low up status reports have been filed; otherwise they will 
not be considered.
	 Applications and additional instructions including filing 
final reports are available at www.janetmalsertrust.org.  All 
applications must be postmarked by April 1. 

Call for grant applications
Janet Malser Humanitites 
trust deadline April 1

Please call Tri Valley Elders if you would like to speak with a 
SHINE counselor 508-949-6640   (TDD 508-949-6654), 1-800-286-6640  
Their Website is:   www.trivalleyinc.org  email info@tves.org 
 ELDER ABUSE intake Hotline for Mass., 1-800-922-2275,  to re-
port physical/mental/financial/abuse.  Senior self-harm/neglect.  
(May remain anonymous in reporting suspected abuse).
 Dudley Senior center hours are 8:30 am-4:30 pm. Monday through 
Friday.  Seniors are welcome to drop in for self-directed activities, 
cards, puzzles, movies, knitting, or just hang out w friends.
 Tri Valley Congregate lunches are served M,W, and F 11:45 am. 
Reservations for lunch must be made two days in advance, Call 

Dudley Senior Center February news and schedule
office, and leave message to reserve your lunch. 508-949-8015. 
Lunch is $3.00/donation. 
 Tuesdays, 1pm Pitch league.
	 Wednesday Creative Crafter Workshop, and Thursday morn-
ing sewing crafts class with Linda P.  will be starting up again 
soon. Stay tuned.
 Thursdays, 1pm (a new day) for the Dudley Senior Women’s 
Knitting group. Come join us if you’re interested in creating 
groovy knitting projects which are helping to support our com-
munity.
	 Friday is game day, before or after lunch, for anyone who en-
joys word games like Scrabble, Boggle, Scattergories etc. 
 	 The Common Ground Memory Cafe’ is scheduled the third 
Thursday of the month, (weather permitting), 3-5 p.m., free pro-
gram, featuring live music, a light meal, crafts. It’s a fun come as 
you are, no-judgement social activity. This program is especially 
meant for anyone who is affected by cognitive decline/difficul-
ties, such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Stroke, mild Dementia, 
forgetfulness, loneliness or feeling down, being together with 
friends, family, loved ones in an uplifting, caring, accepting, en-
vironment. Come join us at the Dudley Senior Center, we are 
Dementia Friends Certified.
	 Office Hours: M, W, and F 11:00 am-3pm (and third Thurs. 
of the month 1:00pm-6:30pm).  Our new email is coadirector@
dudleyma.gov. The COA phone # 508-949-8015. Please leave us a 
message with your return number. Open to all seniors; you are 
welcome to attend any of our programs and events no matter 
where you live.
	 Our Dudley COA Board Members are Jan Brady, Kathleen 
Cormier, Jim D’Auria.  Welcome to our newest COA Board 
members, Cheryl Leyton, Charlie Marlborough, and Carmella 
D’Ambra.

Margaret Bussiere, COA Dir.
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Gladys E. Kelly Public Library calendar of events

Programs and events at the Pearle
Join the Pearle L. Crawford Library, 40 Schofield Ave., Dudley  
for one of the virtual programs at the Pearle. To register go to 
www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021
Knit and crochet group Thursday 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. and Friday 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. All stitchers are welcome for this informal 
group, meeting weekly in the Fels Room.
Toddler time, Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. Come join us for Toddler 
Time.  We will have a different theme each week with stories and 
songs. This is geared for ages 18 months to 3.
Baby time, Fridays, 11:30 a.m. Join us for a Baby Time story 
time. We will be doing songs, fingerplays, and reading to our 
babies. This is geared for babies 0-15 months.
Pre-K power storytime Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. Join Miss Lida for 
Pre-School Story Time.  We will be exploring a new letter each 
week starting with A and ending in the spring with Z.  
Lego challenge Wednesdays  3:30 p.m. Come join us each week 
for a different Lego challenge, from writing your name in Legos 
to making a Lego zipline.  Ages 5+
Wiggles and Giggles, Fridays, 11:00 a.m. Ages 2-5 are invited 
to attend this fun, free program.  Sing, move, play instruments, 
learn rhythm, and listen to stories with Laine Hanlon. Space is 
limited; registration required.  Sponsored by the YMCA Commu-
nity and Family Partnership.
 Adult book group, third Thursday, 6:00-7:30 p.m. The adult 
book group meets for an informal discussion of the month’s title, 
which is available at the circulation desk a month prior to the 
meeting.  The first title is Commonwealth, by Ann Patchett. For 
more information contact Kathryn Ward at 508-949-0819
Wingmasters, Thursday, February 24, 11:00 a.m.-noon. Birds of 
prey are also known as raptors, and they are hunting birds char-

acterized by hooked beaks and powerful grabbing feet armed 
with sharp talons (the word raptor comes from a Latin word that 
means “to seize”). Raptors can also boast the best eyesight and 
the sharpest hearing in the animal kingdom. Raptors include 
hawks, falcons and owls, and this presentation, which incorpo-
rates 5 live birds of prey, all native to New England, gives an 
overview of these different categories. The program is designed 
to explain predation, the birds’ place at the top of the food web, 
their different hunting adaptations and their status in a rapidly 
changing world. Because many birds of prey are declining in 
number, this presentation also features one or more of the en-
dangered raptors that WINGMASTERS cares for, and explains 
why these species face an uncertain future. Free; sponsored by 
the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment
Houseplants 101, Thursday, February 24, 6:30-7:45 p.m. Join 
the master gardeners from Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens to 
learn everything you need to know to successfully grow house-
plants.  Learn about several kinds of houseplants, and how to 
identify common plant-growing problems, so you can beautify 
your home and purify the air you breathe. Free; children under 
12 must be accompanied by an adult. Sponsored by the Hugh W 
and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Deb’s sing and swing, Friday, February 25, 10:30-11:00 a.m. Join 
Deb Hudgins for this interactive program featuring singing, music, 
dancing, stories, and a variety of fun props ranging from a para-
chute to pom poms.   Free; sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
Sensory storytime,  Saturday, March 5, 11:00 a.m.-noon. Chil-
dren with special needs and their families are invited to this 
special program.  We will read books, sing songs, and dance 
together. Free; registration required 

The Gladys E. Kelly Public Library, 2 Lake St., Webster, 508-949-
3880, has listed the following calendar of events.  All programs 
are scheduled to be held outside on the Library lawn (unless 
otherwise noted), weather permitting.
Adult Programming
Book Discussion Group – February 28, 6:30 p.m. The Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library Adult Book Discussion Group meets at 6:30 
pm.  New members are always welcome. Next month’s book dis-
cussion meeting will take place via Zoom, and will be about the 
book Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid. Stop by the library, or reach 
out by phone to 508-949-3880, or by email to ehale@cwmars.org 
for inquiries.
Friends February Book Special – Month of February. Get 
ready for romance. Stop by the Library’s lobby and fill a bag 
of books for $3.00. February’s featured authors will be Danielle 
Steel, Robyn Carr, and Elin Hilderbrand.
Yoga with Julie – Saturdays through March 26, 10-11:15 a.m. 
Join Julie at the Gladys E. Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class 
for all levels. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga translates to the “uniting 
of movement with breath”. A typical class involves a centering 
of the mind with the breath, aromatherapy, movement of the 
body to release energetic blockages and, finally, a rest and relax-
ation. Classes are free for Gladys Kelly Library patrons.
Before Brooklyn book discussion with Ted Reinstein – Feb-
ruary 24, at 6:30 p.m. Ted Reinstein from WCVB-TV’s Chronicle 
will be at the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library to present his 
latest book, Before Brooklyn. This book tells the story of the 
little-known heroes who fought segregation in baseball, from 
communist newspaper reporters to the Pullman car porters 
who saw to it that black newspapers espousing integration in 
professional sports reached the homes of blacks throughout 
the country. There will be time for a brief Q&A after the pre-
sentation as well.

Children’s and young adult programming
Songs and Stories Storytime – Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Join 
Miss Emily Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. to read books, sing 
songs, and do rhyme games. Meet other children and caregivers 
at this community event. After stories, catch up with other com-
munity members over a simple craft. This Storytime is best for 
children 0-5, but all ages are welcome. Masks are required for 
everyone in the children’s room over the age of 2 years. Dispos-
able masks will be available.
LEGO Club – Thursdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. LEGO Club is back, 
and we’re so excited to have you build with us again. Stop by 
the storytime room every Tuesday at 3:30 to freeplay with our 
bucketloads of LEGOs or try out our weekly challenge. Masks 
are required for everyone in the Children’s Room over the age 
of 2 years. Disposable masks will be available.
Drop in Paint Hour – Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. It’s time to 
break out the paintbrushes. With a variety of paints and paper 
available, bring your artist of any age to join in the fun. Masks 
are required for everyone in the Children’s Room over the age 
of 2 years. Disposable masks will be available.
STEAM Kids – Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Join Miss Emily in a 
weekly STEAM event.  That is Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Mathematics. Each week there will be a new project 
to tackle from slime making and catapult challenges, to board 
game development and bath bombs. Every week contains some 
take home element. These events are best for children 7-12, but 
siblings are always welcome. Some events may have a limited 
number of places, in this case children between 7-12 will have 
preference. Caregivers must remain for the duration of the event. 
Masks are required for everyone in the children’s room over the 
age of 2 years. Disposable masks will be available.
Build Night – Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Every Tuesday in 
January we have Magnatiles for kids to create with. Building ma-

terials will change monthly, check back for more information!
YFCP Wiggles and Giggles – Friday, February 18, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Join us for a free music and movement series created and facili-
tated by music teacher Laine Hanlon. Children, ages 2-5, with 
a parent/caregiver, will sing, move, play musical instruments, 
learn rhythm and listen to stories. “Wiggles and Giggles” fosters 
physical, cognitive, social and emotional learning through music 
and motion. Siblings are welcome. Space is limited and registra-
tion is required each week. You can register at the Events Page 
on the Library’s website.
Special Pajama Storytime – Wednesday, February 23,  at 10 
a.m. Wear your favorite jammies or something comfy to this ex-
tra special storytime.
February Vacation Week Programs – February 22, 24, 25 and 
26, – 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, February 22 – Wreck the Tech - Ever wondered what 
was inside a printer? We’ll give kids screwdrivers and some old 
technology to take apart and explore. This program is best for 
ages 6 and up but all are welcome with a caregiver.
Thursday, February 24 – DIY Slime - Slime was so popular this 
Fall, we’re bringing it back. This program is for all ages.
Friday, February 25 - Build Your Own Roadway - For all the 
vehicle-loving kids out there! Everyone will get a big piece of 
cardboard and a roll of road tape to create their own highway 
system. Hot Wheels provided for imaginative play after their cre-
ation is finished.
Saturday, February 26 – Learn Ukulele for Kids - Join Julie Ste-
panek as she shows the fundamentals of ukulele playing. You’ll 
learn how to tune, strum and read chords. After a short lesson, 
you’ll be able to play some fun and easy songs. No experience 
necessary. Bring your own ukulele or borrow one of hers.
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Northeastern University Dean’s List
BOSTON - Northeastern University is pleased to recognize those 
students who distinguish themselves academically during the 
course of the school year. The following local student was re-
cently named to the University’s dean’s list for the Fall semester, 
which ended in December 2021.
•Dudley resident Brady Hobson, majoring in Data Science/
Mathematics. 
	 To achieve the dean’s list distinction, students must carry a 
full program of at least four courses, have a quality point aver-
age of 3.5 or greater out of a possible 4.0 and carry no single 
grade lower than a C- during the course of their college career. 
Each student receives a letter of commendation and congratula-
tion from their college dean.
	 The University Honors Program offers high caliber students 
the chance to further hone their studies and interests, live in 
special interest residential communities, participate in enriched, 
interdisciplinary courses, and engage in research and creative 
endeavors, service, and global experiences. Invitation into the 
University Honors Program is highly competitive and students 
must maintain a high GPA to maintain membership. 
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home

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

THINKING ABOUT PAINTING YOUR CABINETS?
More affordable, less disruptive than you may think

with AMAZING results

econnor117@gmail.com       
207.779.7142

Fine Interior Finishes

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

CLEAN OUTS
DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EVERYTHING!!
“Better than the rest” - VERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

automotive

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 
Tune-Ups & Repairs 

Pickup & Delivery 
Lawnmower Repair

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
(intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter 

how impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving please 
the Heart of God.              Believer

GI Joe Figures + 
Vehicles Wanted

from the 
1980’s 
& 1990’s

Please call 
860-933-5549 S

T

GI Joe Figures & Vehicles Wanted

Please call 860-933-5549

From the 
1980s and 

1990s

Are you expecting a tax re-
fund this year? If so, what 
will you do with it?
 Of course, the answer 
largely depends on the 
size of your refund. For 
the 2020 tax year, the av-
erage refund was about 
$2,800, according to the 
Internal Revenue Service. 
But whether your refund 
this year will be about that 
size, smaller or larger, you 

can find ways to benefit 
from the money.   
 Here are some possibilities:
•Contribute to your IRA. 
You’ve got until April 18 to 
fully fund your IRA for the 
2021 tax year. But if you’ve 
already reached the maxi-
mum for 2021, you could 
use some, or all, of your 
refund for your 2022 contri-
bution. Assuming you did 
get around $2,800, you’d be 
almost halfway to the $6,000 
annual contribution limit. (If 
you’re 50 or older, you can 
contribute up to $7,000.)
•	Invest in a 529 plan. If you 
have children or grandchil-
dren, you might want to 
invest your refund in a 529 
education savings plan. A 
529 plan’s earnings can grow 

federal income-tax free, and 
withdrawals are federal in-
come-tax free provided the 
money is used for qualified 
education expenses. If you 
invest in your own state’s 
plan, you might get a tax de-
duction or credit. A 529 plan 
can be used to pay for col-
lege, vocational training and 
even some K-12 expenses 
in some states. Plus, if you 
name one child as a benefi-
ciary, and that child’s edu-
cational journey does not 
require the funds from a 529 
plan, you may change the 
beneficiary to another eli-
gible family member of the 
original beneficiary.
•	Add to the “cash” part of 
your portfolio. It’s generally 
a smart move to keep at least 

a portion of your overall in-
vestment portfolio in cash or 
cash equivalents, because 
the presence of cash can 
help you in two ways. First, 
since its value won’t change, 
it can help cushion, at least 
to a degree, the effects of 
market volatility on your 
portfolio. And second, by 
having cash available, you’ll 
be ready to take advantage 
of attractive investment op-
portunities when they arise.
•	Boost your emergency 
fund. You could use your 
tax refund to start or supple-
ment an emergency fund. 
Ideally, this fund should 
contain three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses, 
with the money kept in a 
liquid, low-risk account. 

(If you’re already retired, 
you might need this fund to 
cover a full year’s worth of 
expenses.) Without such a 
fund, you might be forced 
to dip into long-term invest-
ments to pay for costly hous-
ing or auto repairs or large 
medical bills.
•	Reduce your debt load. It’s 
not always easy to minimize 
your debt load, even if you’re 
careful about your spending 
habits. But the lower your 
debt payments, the more 
money you’ll have available 
to invest for your future. So, 
you may want to consider us-
ing some of your tax refund 
to pay off some debts, or at 
least reduce them, starting 
with those that carry the 
highest interest rates.

•	Donate to charity. You 
could use part of your re-
fund to donate to a chari-
table organization whose 
work you support. And if 
you itemize on your tax re-
turn, part of your gift may be 
deductible.
 	 A tax refund is always nice 
to receive – and it’s even bet-
ter when you put the money 
to good use.
	 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Finan-
cial Advisor. Please contact 
Dennis Antonopoulos, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor 
at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, 
MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 
or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.  Edward 
Jones Member SIPC

What should you do with a tax refund?
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   RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong  
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

TTooggeetthheerr, We’re  
Working For You! 

 
Reviewing your Situation 
Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in 
the Senior Housing Market.  
There may come a time when you 
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.  
Call for a FREE consultation. 
 

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

   RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong  
CBR, SRES, MBA 
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 JoAnn Szymczak 
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TTooggeetthheerr, We’re  
Working For You! 

 
Reviewing your Situation 
Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in 
the Senior Housing Market.  
There may come a time when you 
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.  
Call for a FREE consultation. 
 

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

If you’re following along with 
the news today, you’re proba-
bly hearing a lot about record-
breaking home prices, rising 
consumer costs, supply chain 
constraints, and more. And 
if you’re thinking about pur-
chasing a home this year, all 
of these inflationary concerns 
are likely making you won-
der if you should wait to buy.  
Economists explain that dur-
ing a period of high inflation, 
prices rise across the board. 
And while home prices aren’t 
immune from this increase, 
here’s why inflation shouldn’t 
stop you from buying a home 
in 2022.
	 Homeownership offers sta-
bility and security. Home pric-
es have been increasing for 
quite some time, and experts 
say they’re going to continue 
to climb throughout 2022. So, 
as a buyer, how can you pro-
tect yourself from rising costs 
for things like food, shelter, en-
tertainment, and other goods 
and services? The answer lies 
in housing.
	 Buying a home allows you 
to lock in your monthly mort-
gage payment for the foresee-
able future. That means as 
other prices rise, your month-
ly payment will be consistent 
thanks to your fixed-rate mort-
gage. This gives you the peace 
of mind that the bulk of your 
housing costs is shielded from 
inflation.
	 A fixed-rate mortgage allows 
you to maintain the biggest 
portion of housing expenses 
at the same payment. Sure, 
property taxes will rise and 
other expenses may creep 
up, but your monthly housing 
payment remains the same.
	 If you rent, you don’t have 
that same benefit and you 
won’t be protected from rising 
housing costs. As an added 
incentive to buy, consider 
that today’s mortgage inter-
est rates are lower than they 
have been in decades. While 
inflation decreases what your 
dollars can buy, low mort-
gage rates help counteract it 
by boosting your purchasing 
power so you can get more 
home for your money. They 

also help keep your monthly 
payments down. This is es-
pecially important during an 
inflationary period because 
you’ll want to protect yourself 
from the impact of inflation as 
much as possible.
	 If you have cash and are ex-
pecting inflation, you want to 
think through where you can 
put your money so it does not 
lose value. Housing is com-
monly looked at as a good in-

flation hedge, especially with 
interest rates so low.
	 Bottom line, the best hedge 
against inflation is a fixed 
housing cost. That’s why you 
shouldn’t let it stop you from 
buying a home this year. Not 
sure where to start? Connect 
with Marzeotti Group or a real 
estate professional so you 
have expert advice and help 
throughout every step of the 
home buying process.

Why inflation shouldn’t 
stop you from buying a 
home in 2022

25 Union Street, 4th floor

336.687.8135

Eva Kokosinska - Loan Officer - NMLS # 19571; Licensed in CT, FL, MA. Employed by radius financial group inc., NMLS 
#1846. CT 17213; FL Lender/Servicer MLD309/MLD1562; MA Lender/Broker MC1846         Equal Housing Lender

Mówię po polsku!

NOW IS THE TIME 
TO PURCHASE OR 

REFINANCE A HOME!
Get pre-approved for your dream 

home, or refinance to get a lower rate/
term, get rid of PMI, cash out for home 

improvement, or more!

The Fed wants 3 rate increases this year, 
so take advantage of current rates while 

they last. Call me today!

Eva Kokosinska
Loan Officer – nmls #19571
508.847.0728
ekokosinska@radiusgrp.com
www.radiusgrp.com/evakokosinska

15 Midstate Dr., Suite 200, Auburn, MA 01501

Carpet Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford • 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com • Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

100s OF ROLLS 100s OF ROLLS 
OF STAIN RESISTANT OF STAIN RESISTANT 

CARPETCARPET
Celebrating 

50 Years!



NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 
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