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Call or email to learn more about the Saint Joseph School experience.   
Afternoon, evening, and weekend tours available.  Reserve your spot today! 

Saint Joseph School provides a loving, safe environment that allows children                    
to learn and grow physically, emotionally, intellectually, socially, and spiritually.   

47 Whitcomb Street | Webster, MA  |  508-943-0378                                                               
email: principal@sjs-webster.com | www.sjs-webster.com   

Accepting Applications for 2022-2023 
Affordable Tuition ▪ Financial Aid & Scholarships Available 

Chris Robert brings 
Samuel Slater’s and 
Webster’s story to life

Christopher Robert stands in a replica of Samuel’s Slater’s office at the 
museum he created in Webster as a tribute to the “Father of the Ameri-
can Industrial Revolution.”

Tuttle Post 279 in Auburn 
celebrates a phoenix-like rebirth

These are heady days for Finance Officer Bill MacLean and mem-
bers of the Chester P. Tuttle Post 279 in Auburn; the facility is fully 
reopened and fully operational just under three years after being 
destroyed by a fire.

By Rod Lee
Bill MacLean was flicking on 
overhead TV screens in the 
lounge of the recently recon-
structed Chester P. Tuttle Post 
279 on Bancroft St. in Auburn 
the morning of January 24 when 
the visitor he’d been expecting 
arrived.
 “You startled me,” he said, as 
he turned to offer a greeting.
 Mr. MacLean has been finance 
officer for Post 279 for more 
than twenty years. A Vietnam 
War-era veteran who is now in 
his seventies, he comes across 
as accommodating and person-
able. He smiles easily. This is 
even truer right now, as a beau-
tifully rebuilt Tuttle Post enjoys a 
reopening after being struck by 
a catastrophic fire the evening of 
March 15, 2019.
 “There was a lightning storm 
and a rainstorm that night,” Mr. 
MacLean said, taking a seat at one 
of the tables in the lounge, which 

seats one hundred people. “We had 
a full house, three hundred-plus 
people. A firefighter was here and he 
smelled smoke and said ‘you’ve got 
a fire in the ceiling.’”
 Fortunately, everyone got out 
before the roof collapsed. In fur-
ther good news, firefighters saved 

“all our plaques of past Post 
commanders, flags, even that 
Budweiser sign,” he said, as he 
pointed to an object that has 
been a prized possession of the 
Post for many years.
 “Anyone who comes to the 
Post knows that sign,” he said.

By Rod Lee
Only someone with the same 
unwavering sense of purpose as 
Samuel Slater could have created 
a museum dedicated to the life of 
“the Father of the American Indus-
trial Revolution.”
 That person is Christopher Rob-
ert.
 “The Samuel Slater Experience,” 
an interactive, technology-driven 
and Disneyesque tribute to Samuel 
Slater and the town he literally put 
on the map two hundred years ago, 
opens for self-guided tours on March 
4 in the former National Guard Ar-
mory on Ray St. in Webster.
 More than twenty unique, im-
mersive exhibits will transport mu-
seum patrons back to 1789, when 
a “young and conflicted” Samuel 
Slater arrived in New York City, 
moved first to Rhode Island and 
later to Webster, building new cot-
ton mills and the first woolen mills 
in the country—all powered by the 
French River and Lake Chaubuna-
gungamaugg (Webster Lake).
 In one of the first exhibits seen 
during a tour of the museum offered 
by museum staff a video—Samuel 
Slater is portrayed as a man with “a 
near-photographic memory and am-
bitious nature” who is nevertheless 
told by an older Jedidiah Strutt “you 
will never own a mill.” Caught “be-
tween the old world and the new,” 
he was cast as “Slater the Traitor” 
for abandoning his homeland. At 
sea for more than two months, he at 
one point said to himself “I should 
have stayed in England.” 
 The Samuel Slater Experience 
will be open to the public year-
round. Hours of operation are 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday 
(open at 1 p.m. on March 4).
 The museum is also open on 

some Monday holidays and during 
school vacation weeks.
 Private events and group visits 
may be scheduled for other days 
and time periods.
 Call 508-461-2955 or email ad-
min@samuelslaterexperience.org 
for ticket prices and further details.
 Chris Robert was honored as 
the Blackstone Valley Chamber of 
Commerce’s “Cornerstone Award” 
winner at the Chamber’s 43rd an-
nual meeting at Pleasant Valley 
Country Club in Sutton this past 
November for his accomplish-
ments as an entrepreneur and 
philanthropist. He has long been 
identified with Indian Ranch, a 
camping and entertainment venue 
on Gore Road in Webster. In recent 
years his family has added Samuel 
Slater’s Restaurant and the Indian 
Princess paddlewheeler to the mix. 
Now there is the Samuel Slater Ex-
perience, the region’s most excit-
ing new attraction.
 “We are thrilled to bring an in-
teractive and dynamic experience 
that will engage students and fami-
lies alike and take them back to the 
roots of this town and area,” Mr. 
Robert said.
 A key ingredient of the museum 
is a depiction of life on Main Street 
in “boomtown” Webster at the turn 
of the 20th century. Samuel Slater 
named the town after his friend, 
Sen. Daniel Webster.
 Talking about the new museum 
while on the property on the af-
ternoon of February 9, Mr. Robert 
said that when his daughter, Su-
zette Coppola, told him she wanted 
to open “a higher-end restaurant” 
on the grounds of Indian Ranch 
“and name it Samuel Slater’s, I 
thought ‘there’s nothing here in 
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Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, 

Personal Care, Case Management, 
Recreation, Nutrition 

and Transportation Services.

Homey, Fun, Secure, Safe, Clean

CDC/MA  COVID-19 Compliant

Ultraviolet Air Cleaning System

In his video, an elder mentor, Jedidiah Strutt, discourages a 
young and idealistic Samuel Slater against going to Ameri-
ca, telling him “you will never own a mill.”

More than twenty exhibits, some of them interactive, can be viewed at the Samuel Slater 
Experience on Ray St. in Webster.

Webster about Samuel Slater 
except his grave.’ I said to 
myself ‘now I have to do 
something!’”
 Never one to turn away 
from a challenge, Mr. Rob-
ert began searching for a 
building that would suit his 
purposes in establishing 
the Samuel Slater Experi-
ence. This proved fruitless 
until the town of Webster 
approached him about the 
Armory.
 Built in 1935 on land once 
owned by Samuel Slater, it 
was deeded to the town in 
2005 and used by the Web-
ster fire and police depart-
ments to store their vehicles 
and equipment.
 Mr. Robert likes to reveal 
with a smile that after the 
town leased the building to 
him for thirty years at one 
dollar a year “I went into 
Town Hall, took thirty dollars 
out of my wallet and said to 
the town administrator ‘here, 
I’m paid up for thirty years!’”
 Of the half dozen or so 

red-brick mills he looked 
at (and preferred) before 
choosing the Armory, “half 
were burned and the other 
half were in bad shape. I 
didn’t want this building but 
Paul Kujawski (the former 
state representative) said it 
was solid, with walls made 
of concrete. But there was 
no water, no electricity and 
no heat. The center part 
had been a basketball court, 
parquet floor, the flooring 
was warped. I decided to 
bet on the mechanical part 
of this building. It took me 
one-and-a-half years to do 
the serious work. There was 
asbestos everywhere. It cost 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to refurbish.”
 Mr. Robert worked with 
Webster town officials and 
drew on the museum design 
experience of Doug Mund of 
dmdg2, and digital produc-
tion mastermind Bob Noll of 
Boston Productions to bring 
the facility to life.
 “The overall construc-
tion of the building, includ-
ing many of the exhibit 
environments, were com-
pleted by local builders 
and craftsmen,” Mr. Mund 

said. “Only the very spe-
cial props, such as the ship 
(that brought Samuel Slater 
to America’s shores) were 
fabricated and installed 
from our design by mu-
seum specialty fabricators. 
Various other props were 
largely fabricated on-site 
by local craftsmen. Sig-
nificant acquisition of pe-
riod-correct artifacts were 
sourced for the project, 
many being donated by the 
local community.”
 Mr. Robert laughs in as-
serting that for his part, he 
went far and wide in search 
of items that would contrib-
ute to the atmosphere he 
wanted to create. A “steam 
and gasoline group,” for in-
stance, and the Brimfield 
Flea Markets.
 “I became the world’s best 
picker!” he said. “It becomes 
like a disease!”
 Mr. Robert is far from 
finished in turning the 
17,000-square-foot building 
into a place where students 
can experience history and 
technology in a way they will 
remember. He is confident 
the museum will be popular 
not only with schools but 

with senior citizens.
 Fran Thomas, principal at 
Bartlett Jr.-Sr. High School, 
said “from what I’ve heard 
it’s going to be a fantastic 
place for field trips. Our His-
tory Department is aware of 
it and when we get past our 
testing period, into April, we 
will be visiting for sure.”
 On the matter of what he 
still has in mind for the Sam-
uel Slater Experience, Mr. 
Robert says “I remember 
sitting on a stool as a boy at 
the local pharmacy and or-
dering a cherry coke. I want 
a soda jerk here. That’s the 
next project!”
--------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.
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TUTTLE POST 279
Continued from page 1

Open All Winter
Come explore our wide open spaces 
and New England downtowns & villages
Visit TheLastGreenValley.org 
or call 860-774-3300

National Heritage Corridor

GET THE HELP 
YOU NEED 

CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.

 A portrait of Chester P. 
Tuttle, for whom Post 279 is 
named, also survived.
 In 1909 Mr. Tuttle, who was 
born in Needham, moved 
with his family from a farm 
in New Hampshire to Au-
burn and worked on what is 
now the Adamsky Vegetable 
Farm until enlisting in the 
Army in October of 1917. He 
was wounded in France a 
year later and died the fol-
lowing day. He was buried 
in France.
 In 1921 his body was 
brought home and services 
were held at the First Con-

gregational Church, to which 
Mr. Tuttle belonged. He was 
interred in the Tuttle lot of 
Hillside Cemetery.
 In July of 1922, a group of 
men, all veterans of “The 
Great War,” whose voca-
tions after their combat days 
varied from chauffeur to en-
gineer, met at the Stoneville 
schoolhouse and voted to 
establish an American Le-
gion post in town.
 With this history behind 
them, Mr. MacLean and 
members of Post 279 are 
genuinely proud of what 
was built “from the ground 
up” over the past two-and-a-
half years. The result is stun-

ning, consisting of the Tuttle 
lounge, a separate spacious 
banquet hall and “seating for 
forty on the deck,” he said.
 “This building is almost 
twice the size of what we 
had and the kitchen was set 
up to provide food for both 
the lounge and the banquet 
hall,” Mr. MacLean said. “It 
can serve both sides.”
 A huge basement is avail-
able for storage, he said, in 
conducting what he calls 
“the nickel tour.”
 Funding for the rebuild 
came from insurance “and 
generous donations from the 
community.” Nameplates 
on the back of stools at the 
bar in the lounge were spon-
sored by various individuals 
and are indicative of the sup-

A Budweiser sign, a portrait 
of Chester P. Tuttle and oth-
er artifacts were salvaged 
and repositioned with the 
rebuilding of the Post.

The Tuttle Lounge at Post 279 seats one hundred and is 
available for lunch and dinner Wednesday through Satur-
day. The Post hosts an all-you-can-eat brunch on Sundays.

port Post 279 has received.
 Back in operation at full 
tilt, Post 279 is now the site 
of a range of daily activities 
and events in the lounge and 
banquet hall, including wed-
dings and bridal showers, 
meetings, darts, trivia nights, 
bike nights, karaoke, “one of 
the largest meat raffles in 
Central Massachusetts” on 
Saturdays, lunch and dinner 
Wednesday-Saturday and an 
all-you-can-eat brunch on 
Sundays.
 Catering is provided by 
Karol Lebrun and her hus-
band Tom of Leicester. Con-
struction was handled by 
John Riel of J.R. Associates 
in Sutton.
 “We’ve had a very, very 
positive response from the 
public,” Mr. MacLean said. 
“We had a tough nut to 
crack. We had to consider 
it a new business, with new 
hires.”
 As demolition of the re-
mains of the old Post start-
ed, “we said to ourselves, 
‘we are going to be bigger 
and better’ but then came 
the delays. Weather, the cost 
of materials. We had a lot to 
contend with.”

 Post 279’s veterans remain 
active on many fronts. “We 
do the Memorial Day pa-
rade, we are involved with 
the Scouts, we sponsored 
Legion baseball for fourteen 
years, we place cemetery 
flags, we serve as a color 
guard for funerals. We just 
signed a contract for a golf 
tournament in September at 
Blackstone National.”
 Mr. MacLean smiles in re-
lating that “I lost the slip for 
the paint color” for the walls 

of the lounge. Going through 
samples at the paint store, he 
was shown one that “looked 
like pickles and I said ‘I like 
pickles!’”
 The resulting light green 
tint wasn’t everyone’s favor-
ite to begin with.
 But it grows on you, he 
said.
------------------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.
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508-832-5385
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HEARING AIDS
Only the Best for Your Hearing!

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
                        Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation

and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

Providing hearing solutions to the community since 1981.

www.amplisound.com

Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Hiring	  RN’s	  and	  CNA’s	  
Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit is hiring 
full-time Registered Nurses and CNA’s, all shifts.

 Competitive wages and benefit package.

 Please apply at 

www.state/www.governmentjobs.com/careers/rhodeisland

For questions, please call Debra Martinelli at 401-567-5414
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“On Monday, February 7, The 
Dudley Board of Selectmen 
appointed Detective James 
Annese to the rank of sergeant 
in the Police Department.  De-
tective Annese finished first 
out of five officers in a recent 
promotional process. Ser-
geant Annese has been with 
the department since Septem-

ber of 1995, starting as a re-
serve officer and dispatcher.  
He was promoted to full time 
in July of 2002 and attended 
the Western Massachusetts 
Police Academy in Agawam.  
In addition to serving as De-
tective in the department for 
over one-and-one-half years, 
Sergeant Annese has been an 

Sergeant Annese at the selectmen’s meeting along with this wife Deirdre.

outstanding officer and per-
forms multiple duties in the 
department, including serv-
ing as one of the department’s 
evidence and crime scene 
technicians.  Town Clerk Lori 
Smith administered the oath 
to Sergeant Annese on Tues-
day, February 8th at the Dud-
ley Municipal Complex and he 
has begun his duties with the 
department. The Dudley Po-
lice congratulates him on this 
achievement and wishes him 
well in the future.”

Sergeant Annese being administered the oath of office by 
Town Clerk Lori Smith.

J. Annese promoted to sergeant

The Janet Malser Humani-
ties Trust is now accepting 
applications for the 2022 
grant cycle. Ms. Malser set 
up the charitable Trust in 
order to support the arts 
and humanities, community 
service and conservation in 
the towns of Dudley, Oxford, 
and Webster.
 The causes for which 
funding will be considered 
include: “the restoration 
and preservation of historic 
sites; the furtherance of art 
and music in the schools, 
both public and private; 
public concerts with an 
emphasis on classical mu-
sic; the improvement and 
growth of public libraries; 
the support of church work 
aiding the indigent, home-
less, aging citizens and 
needy children; beautifica-
tion through planting and 

Call for grant applications
Janet Malser Humanitites 
trust deadline April 1

the preservation of park 
areas and cemeteries; the 
improvement of service and 
equipment at the Hubbard 
Regional Hospital [now Har-
rington Healthcare at Hub-
bard], and the environmen-
tal protection of Webster 
Lake.”
 Trustees make awards an-
nually to verified tax-exempt 
organizations meeting the 
charitable purposes of the 
Trust. Prior recipients are 
eligible to apply so long as 
proper follow up status re-
ports have been filed; other-
wise they will not be consid-
ered.
 Applications and additional 
instructions including filing 
final reports are available at 
www.janetmalsertrust.org.  
All applications must be post-
marked by April 1. 

Booklovers’ Gourmet in 
Webster, MA celebrates 
27 years in business this 
March. The independent 
bookstore, gift shop and cof-
feehouse moved to its cur-
rent location at 72 East Main 
Street in April 2020 after be-
ing in the same location for 
25 years. Plans are to hold 
special sales, raffles, give-
aways and treats throughout 

the day on Friday, March 4 
and Saturday, March 5, from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Other fun ac-
tivities include writing on a 
“customer wall” and the op-
portunity to receive Psychic 
Messages with Nadine Na-
habedian, formerly of The 
Cosmic Cat in Putnam, CT.
 The shop is owned and 
operated by Debra Horan, 
a Webster native. Over the 
past year, as safety proto-
cols have allowed, in-store 
events have been able to 
resume including author 
signings, local artist dis-
plays in the café, open mic 
poetry shares, book discus-
sion groups and other small 
gatherings bringing the com-
munity together once again. 
Exciting online events were 
also a part of the mix, like 
being able to offer patrons 
the opportunity to take part 
in the virtual book release 
of Atlas of the Heart by Dr. 
Brene Brown and having 
conversations with winners 
of the Writers of the Future 
Volume 36 sci-fi anthology 
published by Galaxy Press.
2022 continues to be a year 
of expansion for Booklovers’ 
Gourmet. Despite the chal-

lenges of running a business 
in these stressful times, or 
perhaps as a result of them, 
the store is busier than ever 
and now has 2 part-time 
employees to keep up with 
the day-to-day activities. “I 
am grateful and fortunate to 
have hired the perfect indi-
viduals to keep the store in 
top shape and serve our cus-
tomers in a helpful, friendly 
way,” said Ms. Horan. Re-
cent endeavors include an 
enhanced online presence 
through a personalized 
storefront on Bookshop.
org as well as Alibris.com 
for used, collectible books. 
E-books and digital audio-
books are available through 
the My Must Reads app as 
well.
 The café area offers home-
made pastries, espresso 
and other specialty drinks 
available for takeout or 
table service. Organic, fair-
trade coffee beans, honey, 
chocolates, gluten-free gra-
nola and other snacks are 
also available. Alongside the 
new & used books, there is 
a wide selection of thought-
ful, unique gifts and greet-
ing cards for all occasions. 

Children’s books are a spe-
cialty and the store works 
hard to be inclusive and 
diverse in their selections. 
As part of the American 
Booksellers Association mis-
sion states,”We believe that 
listening to many different 
perspectives and empower-
ing underrepresented voices 
deepens our understanding 
and enriches everyone’s ex-
perience. We are committed 
to equity, dignity, and diver-
sity for all Peoples.” 
 Future plans are to keep 
on developing and enhanc-
ing the vision of the store as 
a welcoming gathering place 
where people can connect 
in meaningful ways and en-
joy cultural happenings in a 
local, community space. 
 Booklovers’ Gourmet is a 
member of The American 
Booksellers Association and 
The New England Booksell-
ers Association. Debra is a 
founder and Board Direc-
tor of The Webster Dudley 
Business Alliance. Current 
hours are Tuesday-Saturday 
10-5, Wednesday 10-6. For 
more information, call 508-
949-6232 or visit booklovers-
gourmet.com.

Independent bookstore and gift shop in Webster 
celebrates 27th anniversary



The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • February 25, 2022   5

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

We Accept Cash, EBT
Visit our website: 

www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com

A - $50.00A - $50.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 2 lb. Boneless Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or
 2 lb. Stew Beef
1 lb.  Hot Dogs or 1 lb. Bacon
1½ lb. New York Sirloin Steak
 or 2 lbs. Ham Steaks   
2 Whole or Cut up Chickens (avg. 
 weight 3 lbs. each or 
 3 lbs. Pork Chop

B - $50.00B - $50.00
3 lbs. Boneles chicken Breast or
 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or 
 3 lbs. Ground Turkey
3 lbs. Pork Chops or 
 2 lbs. Ham Steaks
1 Whole or Cut-up Chicken (3 lbs)
 or 1 Pkg. Sausage of your choice
1 lb.  Bacon or 1 lb. Stew Beef

FIRST PLACE
Ed Stearns

Dressed Meats Inc.
BEST 

BUTCHER SHOP
TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

$100.00$100.00
5 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast or
 3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast
4 lbs. Chicken leg quarters or 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Boneless Pot Roast or 
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steak
1½ lbs. Sirloin Tips or 3 lbs. Pork Chops  
3 lbs. Hamburg or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)  
 Marinated Sirloin Tips of your choice
2 Whole or cut-up Chickens (6 lbs. 
 total) or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) cooked 
 chicken wings of your choice
1 lb.  Sausage of your choice or 
 1 lb. Hot Dogs
1 Roasting Chicken (6-8 lbs.) or
 2 lbs. Stew Beef

$75.00$75.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Hamburg or 3 lbs. Stew Beef
2 lbs. London Broil Steaks or
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast or 
 3 lbs. Boneless Pork Roast
3 lbs. Boneless chicken breast or   
  1pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 chicken breast of your choice
1 lb. Whole Chicken (3 lbs. average)  
 or 1 lb. Sausage of your choice

WINTER SPECIALS 2022

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
EBT 
is back!

ED STEARNS DRESSED MEATS
508-248-7866

Store Hours
Open            Close

  Butcher Store
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-Noon
 Evenings by Appointment 

DUMAS
Decorating Center

                 CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • WALLPAPER • PAINT

REUPHOLSTER IT!
Call Dave 

Today!

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT

860-923-9619

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!

Nichols College board names new chair, vice chair
Committee. He succeeds John 
Davis, of Longmeadow, Mass., 
a 40-year member of the board 
who was chair for the past six 
years.
 Becker is the retired execu-
tive vice president and chief 
financial officer of MAPFRE 
USA Corp., who continues to 
serve as director and board 
chair. A resident of Webster,  
he is a philanthropic and 
community leader who is 
currently chair of the Webster 
Board of Selectmen, direc-
tor and chair of Harrington 
Hospital, and director and 
treasurer of The Health Foun-
dation of Central MA, among 
several other roles.  
 “It’s an honor and a privi-
lege to follow in John’s foot-
steps as chair,” said Becker. 
“I look forward to working 
with my fellow board mem-

bers and Nichols President 
Glenn Sulmasy in continuing 
Nichols’ success in trans-
forming our students into to-
morrow’s leaders.”
 Burke earned an MBA 
at Nichols in 1992 and was 
elected to the Nichols board 
in 2015, currently chairing 
the Recruitment and Reten-
tion Committee. She suc-
ceeds Tom Hall, of Niantic, 
Conn., the board’s vice chair 
since 2011. 
 Both Hall and Davis will 
continue their service on the 
Nichols’ board.
 Burke is the retired as-
sistant vice president of tal-
ent acquisition at MAPFRE 
Insurance, where she had 
worked since 1987. Most 
recently, she has worked 
as an HR executive consul-
tant. Burke currently serves 

Randy Becker Carolyn Burke

The Town of Webster is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Mr. Richard LaFond as its new Town Administra-
tor. At its Tuesday, February 1, meeting, the Webster Board 
of Selectmen unanimously approved an employment 
agreement with Mr. LaFond with an initial term through 
June 30, 2025. Mr. LaFond began work February 9, with 
a brief transition period with Interim Town Administrator 
Gregory Balukonis.
 Mr. LaFond has a long and distinguished career in mu-
nicipal governance, with more than two decades acting 
in a similar capacity for the towns of Carver and Abing-
ton.
 “We are thrilled to welcome Rick to our community 
and look forward to his leadership and experience in 
working with our residents, businesses, town employ-
ees and the Board,” Webster Board of Selectmen Chair-
man, Randy Becker commented. “Based on Rick’s back-
ground, the Board is confident he will be an excellent fit 
for our town.”
 Mr. LaFond commented that he felt he “would be a 
very good match and we’ll find that to be the case for a 
long time.” He also thanked the Board of Selectmen, the 
members of the Screening Committee and Search Con-
sultant Kevin Paicos for their support and confidence.
 The Board would also like to express its thanks and 
gratitude to Interim Town Administrator Balukonis who has 
done a truly admirable job for the Town of Webster for the 
past five months.

Webster welcomes
Richard LaFond as
Town Administrator

DUDLEY – At its January 27 
meeting, the Nichols College 
Board of Trustees elected 
Randy Becker as the new 
chair and Carolyn Burke as 
the new vice chair of the 

29-member board.   
 Becker, who earned a BSBA 
at Nichols in 1983 and an MBA 
in 1996, has been on the board 
since 2006, most recently serv-
ing as chair of the Finance 

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Souvenirs 
Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

   508-943-4900
154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

behind Wind Tiki in the 
Sterling Realty Building

on the Human Resources 
Management Association of 
Central MA Board of Direc-
tors and chairs the College 
Relations Committee. She 
resides in Sutton, Mass.
 “I am deeply honored to 
serve as vice chair and first 
female officer on the Nichols 

College Board of Trustees,” 
said Burke. “These are excit-
ing times for Nichols, and I 
look forward to positively 
impacting our future suc-
cess.  We are ‘on the move’ 
to becoming a regional and 
national business college of 
choice.”    

Eben Thompson

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured 

Thompson
Landscaping & Construction

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

CommerCial and residential

snoW PloWinG
• Leaf Clean-Ups • Lawn Mowing & Yard Work

• Tree Work • Excavations
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Auburn Historical Society’s 
Spaghetti Dinner 

If you have ever wondered 
about the river that winds 
through our communities, 
there is now a book that re-
counts efforts to revitalize 
that natural source of power 
and beauty. 
 The French River Connec-
tion, Inc. has recently pub-
lished a book detailing the 
origin and accomplishments 
of the local organization to 
revitalize the French River. 
The book can be read online 
at www.frenchriverconnec-
tion.org.  It is also available 
at the Dudley, Webster and 
Oxford libraries, and can 

be ordered at Amazon.  The 
author of the book is Ken 
Parker, with Edward Bazinet.

The French River book

Breakfast - Lunch - CateringBreakfast - Lunch - Catering
508-731-0744508-731-0744

578 Main Street, Oxford, MA • 508-731-0744
www.halfbakedfullyroasted.com

Sundays
6 am-12:30 pm - Breakfast ONLY

Full Menu availableFull Menu available
 for Take-out for Take-out

Pastries made on site

Serving House-Made Comfort Food 
using the highest quality ingredients 

Fisherman’s Feast Fried Haddock & Chips 
served with a cup of clam chowder and 3 clam cakes

March 2, open till 7 p.m.
Eat in or Take out

Will be serving
Haddock & Chips • Fried Clams • Baked Haddock

Seafood Casserole • Baked or Fried Scallops 
Available weekends during Lent along with Regular Specials

NE CLAM CHOWDER • SEAFOOD CHOWDER

Mon.-Thur. 6am - 2pm; Fri.-Sat. 6am-8pm
Now accepting all major credit cards

Not your Not your 
average Dineraverage Diner

Now 

available

Order online at

chownow.com

St. Patrick’s Day, Thursday, March 17
Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner

 until 7 p.m.

‘God is Love’ 
contest won 
by All Saints 
Academy 8th 
grade student
The beautiful artwork by our 
8th grade student, Maria Cin-
tron-Perez, won the ‘God is 
Love’ contest sponsored by 
the C21 Center at Boston Col-
lege and the Roche Center 
for Catholic Education. Out 
of hundreds of submissions, 
Maria’s artwork stood out to 
the judges and is being made 
into Valentine’s Day cards 
and sent to COVID-19 health-
care workers. Pictured with 
Maria is Mrs. Beth Crowley, 
ASA art teacher.

CHARLTON - Recently, the 
members of the Practical 
Nursing Class of 2022 at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Acad-
emy in conjunction with the 
mother-daughter team of Liz-
zette Hernandez and Marylee 
Panient both of Southbridge 
hosted a Lunar New Year 
celebration and quasi-lit the 
cafeteria at the Bay Path Re-
gional Vocational Technical 
High School with colorful 
paper lanterns to kick off the 
year of the tiger. February 
happens to be Hernandez’s 
birthday month and she gra-
ciously took leadership of the 
evening’s diversity celebra-
tion. Professor Sarah Watson, 
MSN Ed, RN of Worcester and 
Academy Director Grethe-
line Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 

Marylee Panient and Lizzette Hernandez both of South-
bridge.

Bay Path nursing students host 
lunar new year celebration

Ed, RN, CRRN of Douglas at-
tended. “It is wonderful for 
PN Class of 2022 to celebrate 
each other, unite, find strength 
within our communities, and 
together make Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy an even 
more vibrant place to learn,” 
Bolandrina  said.
  Bolandrina awarded mem-
bers of the Mock Code Team 
(MCT) their MCT patches 
presented in colorful Chinese 
take-out boxes. The MCT 
members are Felisters Mburu 
of Shrewsbury, Jane Miru of 
Worcester, Rebecca Lorre 
of Oxford, Sarah Garcia of 
Charlton, Luciane Lindvay of 
Spencer, Martha Aboagye of 
Worcester, Marylee Panient 
of Southbridge, and Marites 
Sklarz of Southbridge. Bo-
landrina also recognized the 
three students recommended 
for induction to the National 

Technical Honor Society 
(NTHS) namely, Sarah Garcia 
of Charlton, Eunice Kamau 
of Worcester, and Marvel-
lous Undag of Worcester. The 
NTHS inductees received 
NTHS mementos in a red en-
velope, known as hongbao or 
ang pao. Traditionally given 
as gifts during holidays or for 
special occasions, the red col-
or of the envelope symbolizes 
good luck and is a symbol to 
ward off evil spirits. Red en-
velopes are also gifted when 
a person is visiting, as a ges-
ture of kindness for visiting. 
The PN Class of 2022 feasted 
on traditional Chinese dishes 
(take-out, individually pack-
aged from two local Chinese 
restaurants), fortune cookies, 
and special Chinese dessert 
of  walnut, date and black ses-
ame slice (shared by Gladiola 
DeKing of Milford).  
 
 

The Auburn Historical So-
ciety is holding its Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundrais-
er on Saturday, April 9, at 
the Pakachoag Church, 203 
Pakachoag St. in Auburn. It 
will be a take-out meal only 
with pick-up times from 4:30 
– 6:00 p.m. There will also be 
50:50 and basket drawings. 
 Advance tickets for the 
supper are required and 
may be purchased for $15 
each at the Auburn Histori-
cal Society Museum at 41 
South Street on Tuesdays 

or Saturdays between 9:30 
– 12:30 or by calling the mu-
seum at 508-832-6856.
 Donations of baskets or 
gift cards for the drawings 
are welcome. Baskets will 
be displayed, and drawing 
tickets can be purchased, at 
the museum the morning of 
Saturday April 9th. They will 
also be available at the Paka-
choag Church during meal 
pick-up times. Please let the 
Auburn Historical Society 
know if you are interested in 
donating to the drawings. 
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See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

DUDLEY – Nichols College 
has launched the Bison Den, 
a new campus and student 
establishment, in the newly 
renovated clubhouse of Dud-
ley Hill Golf Club on Airport 
Road. The opening marks 
the first time in more than 20 
years that Nichols students 
have had a campus bar. 
 “This is a historic occasion 
for the campus community, 
and especially for our stu-
dents who have long sought 
a safe and convenient place 
where they can relax and 
socialize on the weekends,” 
said Nichols College Presi-
dent Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, 
LL.M. “On our march toward 
greater prominence, the open-
ing of the Bison Den is one ini-
tiative of many to provide our 
students with an exceptional 
and memorable student life 
experience.” 
 The Bison Den, named 
for the college’s mascot, is a 
throwback to its same-named 
predecessor, a student-run 
bar located beneath the au-
ditorium that was in opera-
tion from 1969 to the 1980s 
and intermittently until the 
early 2000s.  After multiple 
attempts over the past two 
decades to revive the facility 
to meet student desire and 
interest, and after the space 
was converted for office use, 
President Sulmasy eyed the 
Dudley Hill clubhouse as a 
suitable spot. 
 The college bought Dudley 
Hill in 2018 after it was previ-

ously leased to the college 
from 1949 to 1999 and contin-
ued to serve as home to the 
Nichols golf team. Today, the 
course and clubhouse are 
managed by Tri State Golf 
Company.
 Over the past four months, 
the clubhouse has been 
transformed with new walls, 
flooring, furniture, and bar, 
and adorned with Nichols 
memorabilia. Overseeing the 
project was the college’s First 
Lady Marla Sulmasy, with 
help from the Office of the 
President and representatives 
from Student Affairs. Two 
Nichols College courses in 
hospitality management and 
entrepreneurship are actively 
involved this semester and 
held classes there in January. 
 For its ribbon-cutting and 
soft opening on February 
8, the college invited the 
30-member Senior Advisory 
Council to take the first look.  
 “It’s exciting! I’m glad to be 
a part of it,” says senior Ma-
ria Mironidis. “I can see hav-

ing pub nights here and as a 
place where students can go 
to have lunch, dinner, or just 
hang out.”
 Brian Edmands remem-
bers what the space looked 
like before the remodel. “This 
is a big change,” he says. “It 
looks amazing, a place where 
students will actually want to 
come.” 
 Dylan Mitchell agrees. “It is 
a completely different space. 
It feels like a nice college bar, 
put together with effort,” he 
says, adding, “I don’t know of 
any other college that would 
sponsor its own bar and 
make it look this nice!”
 The Bison Den is currently 
available for private college 
events, with the potential 
for activities such as trivia 
nights, karaoke, and live mu-
sic. In the near future, the col-
lege plans to open the facility 
to the general public as well 
as provide experiential learn-
ing opportunities for stu-
dents in business operations 
and sport management. 

Nichols College President Glenn M. Sulmasy, joined by First Lady Marla Sulmasy and col-
lege officials, cuts the ribbon to the new student bar at the Dudley Hill Golf Club.

Nichols College reopens student bar 
after more than a 20-year hiatus

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
• ETC.

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS 
IN & OUT

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

INCOME TAXES
Personal & Business

WILLIAM N. KRING
Certified Public Accountant / Admitted to U.S. Tax Court

103 W. Main Street, Dudley
508-949-1439

20% DISCOUNT FOR NEW CLIENTS
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RETAIL METAL SALES
Open To The Public

508-765-4929
529 Ashland Ave • Southbridge

accuratemetalsales.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Design Services

Mig & Stick Welding 

AWS D1.1 

Mild Steel • Stainless Steel
Aluminum • Abrasion Resistant

Hot Rolled • Cold Rolled 

Sheared • Plasma Cut • Bent
Rolled • Saw Cut • Punched

Drilled • Welded • Fabricated

Whether you need 1 piece 
or a truck load, we can 

accommodate you!

CCURATE METAL
Sales & Fabrication

A Division of Industrial Transfer & Storage, Inc

DUDLEY: Local 4 Life pres-
ents a Moon Walk on Walnut 
Lane Farm, 39 Koebke Road 
in Dudley, on Friday, March 
18, at 7:00 p.m. Rain/snow 

date is Saturday, March 19.
 Local 4 Life invites the 
general public to visit the 
farm and experience the 
March full moon and learn 
about the night sky from lo-
cal astronomers. The walk 
will take place, in part, on 
hilly terrain. Farm appropri-
ate footwear and flashlights 
are recommended. All ages 
welcome.
 This event is sponsored 
by Webster Aubuchon Hard-
ware.
 The mission of Local 4 
Life, a non-profit educational 
organization, is to cultivate 
connections through local 
farm and business partner-
ships. L4L provides diverse 
community outreach and 
youth education that pro-
motes local conservation.
 For more information, vis-
it www.local4life.org or their 
Facebook page, www.face-
book.com/Local4LifeMA. 

Moon Walk on 
Walnut Lane Farm

Recently the Dudley Womans Club held its annual Stew 
& Story of Giving at the Dudley Municipal Complex.  Non- 
profits that presented their “story” were Blessing Farm in 
Charlton and Worcester based Why Me.   Donations from the 
DWC were presented to them and also to W.A.R.M., Center 
of Hope, Webster/Dudley Food Share and It Starts at Home. 
The February ‘giving project’ was socks for donation to the 
W/D Food Share.  

Speaker Tracy Scott, Andrea Kane(DWC President) and 
Donna Bracken from Blessing Farm. David Hagen from Why Me and Andrea Kane.

DWC sock drive  was held over two months. Pictured are 
just a few of the socks collected.

Dudley Womans Club February Stew & Story

Hannah Harwood 
Fund scholarship 
applications available
OXFORD - The Oxford Board of Selectmen announced 
the availability of Hannah Harwood Fund Scholarship 
applications. The Hannah Harwood Fund Scholarship 
has provided aid to Oxford students pursuing degrees 
in medicine and allied health fields for many years. 
The Fund was established through the 1902 will of 
Charles Harwood in memory of his late mother, Han-
nah.
 Oxford residents may come to Board of Selectmen 
Office, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Fridays 
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.to receive application materials. 
The Town Hall is located at 325 Main Street. Applica-
tion materials will also be available on the Town’s web-
site at https://www.oxfordma.us/board-selectmen. 
Completed applications are due to the Selectmen’s Of-
fice April 1, by 12:30 p.m.
 The Board of Selectmen will select the recipient of 
the scholarship. To qualify for the scholarship, the stu-
dent must be a resident of Oxford and entering their 
undergraduate freshman year, enrolled in the field of 
medicine or allied health. Economic need and grade 
point average or class rank will be considered in the 
decision.
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MUSEUM OPEN
WED. - SUN.
10 AM TO 5 PM

Open during February school vacation week! 
Scavenger hunts and fun activities for all.

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA
(978) 562-9182 

www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org

“An absolute must see  
for history lovers!”

- Google Review

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department
I recently received a ques-
tion regarding headlights 
on vehicles.  The person 
observed the headlights on 
some vehicles, approaching 
from the opposite direction, 
appearing very bright and 
almost bluish in color.  I was 
asked if I could provide some 
information on this and to re-
mind people of the rules sur-
rounding the proper use of 
high beam headlights.  
 There are different style 
headlights on the market to-
day. They are called High 
Intensity Discharge or HID 
headlights. They are in-
stalled in many newer vehi-
cles.  They are brighter than 
typical halogen headlamps, 
which are currently used on 
most vehicles.  In addition 
to the increased brightness, 
they claim to use less energy 
and last up to three times 
longer than halogen bulbs.  
They utilize a combination of 
mercury and sodium vapor 
as their base material.  The re-
sulting reaction of these items 
make the lights appear blue.  
They are very bright in the 
high beam mode. 
 The dimming of headlights 
is contained in the Massa-
chusetts Registry Rules and 
Regulations under 540 CMR 
22.05.  This section provides 
several guidelines for the use 
headlights on motor vehicles.  
It authorizes operators to 
use additional light or “high 
beams” when there is insuffi-
cient lighting on the roadway 
to “make clearly visible all 
substantial objects within 350 
feet.”  It calls for operators to 
“regulate” (or dim) headlights 
when a vehicle approaching 
from the opposite direction is 
within 500 feet.  The regular, 
or “low beam” lights, must be 
positioned no greater than 42 
inches off the ground at a dis-
tance of 75 feet.  This is one 
of the features to be checked 
during the annual safety in-
spection of your vehicle.  A 
violation of this section calls 
for a civil fine.
 Vehicle headlights that are 
too bright are very distracting 
for drivers.  This is especially 
true during rain or inclement 
weather.  High beam lights 
can be blinding to oncom-
ing traffic or while shining 
in rear facing mirrors.  If you 
have changed halogen lights 
to the HID lights on your ve-
hicle, please insure they are 
installed properly.  If they 
are positioned too high, they 
can shine additional light 
into the oncoming traffic, 
even in regular use mode.  
They should be checked by 
a licensed professional to 
insure they are positioned 
in the proper location.  In 
addition, always pay close 
attention to your high beam 
headlights.  Night driving can 
be difficult enough without 
added distractions. This is 
especially true during the 
winter months.  It takes sev-

eral seconds for a person’s 
eyes to refocus after the 
passing of high beam lights.  
A few simple safety steps by 
drivers can be a key factor in 
preventing accidents.   
Main and Schofield
The intersection of West Main 
Street and Schofield Avenue 
is extremely busy.  The traf-
fic signals were re-cycled sev-
eral years ago, which assisted 
with improving safety for driv-
ers.  One problem occurs at 
this location, as well as many 
other intersections, when 
drivers are preparing to turn. 
Some vehicles will enter this 
intersection while the light 
is green, remain there until 
the light changes to red, then 
make the turn.  I was asked to 
bring this issue to everyone’s 
attention and provide infor-
mation on this violation.
 The rules for stopping at 
stop signs, flashing red sig-
nals, or intersections with 
traffic lights are contained 
under Massachusetts Gen-
eral Laws Chapter 89 Section 
9, 720 CMR 9.06, or other lo-
cal traffic regulations.  These 
all provide basic guidelines 
for drivers to observe when 
approaching intersections.  
Chapter 89 Section 9 states 
drivers must “(1) stop at a 
clearly marked stop line, but 
if none, (2) before entering 
the crosswalk on the near 
side of the intersection, or, 
if none, (3) then at the point 
nearest the intersecting road-
way where the driver has a 
view of approaching traffic 
on the intersecting roadway 
before entering it.”  It is the 
obligation of the driver to 
bring their vehicle to a full 
and complete stop in the ap-
propriate location.  Vehicles 
entering an intersection with 
a green signal must be able to 
completely pass through the 
intersection, prior to the light 
changing to red.  If traffic is 
backed up, or passing in the 
opposite direction, limiting 
movement or turns, drivers 
have the obligation to delay 

entering the intersection.  
If the vehicle cannot pass 
completely through before 
the light cycles, that driver 
would be committing a viola-
tion.  The main reason is traf-
fic from other streets, with 
the green light, have the right 
of way to pass through the in-
tersection and the remaining 
vehicle would prevent them 
from doing so.  A penalty for 
a violation is most often a 
civil infraction. 
 If you find yourself in one 
of these situations, the best 
thing to do is to wait behind 
the stop line until the inter-
section is open sufficiently 
for you to drive through.  It 
may take some time for this 
to occur, so it is important 
to be patient.  By waiting a 
few extra seconds, you will 
either have sufficient time to 
make it through the intersec-
tion completely or you will 
allow traffic to flow freely in 
the opposite direction when 
the light changes.  The appro-
priate signal for you will be 
along in a reasonable time.  
Hopefully your patience can 
prevent an accident or a pos-
sible “road rage” situation.
 COVID-19 cases in our area 
are declining but remain a 
concern.  For those still seek-
ing vaccination information, it 
can be found at www.dudley-
ma.gov or by calling 508-949-
8036.  We encourage everyone 
to be safe.  Your cooperation 
is greatly appreciated.  During 
these challenging times, we, 
at the Dudley Police Depart-
ment, greatly appreciate the 
support we receive from our 
community.  
 Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments.  Please 
send them to me at the Dud-
ley Police Department 71 West 
Main St. Dudley, Ma. 01571 or 
email at swojnar@dudleypo-
lice.com.  Opinions expressed 
in this weekly column are those 
of Chief Wojnar only and unless 
clearly noted, do not reflect the 
ideas or opinions of any other 
organization or citizen.

Get Well
George Bibeau

Webster and Dudley’s #1 veteran 
George Bibeau is recovering follow-
ing a bout with COVID-19. George 
had been recuperating in Pennsylva-
nia being cared for by his son Neal 
and family and now he’s back home 
in Dudley.
 George is a devoted veteran who 
has spent years helping and promot-

ing veterans in the area. For years he never missed participating in Memorial Day, 
Veterans Day and honoring departed vets at funeral services. He has served in 
many capacities in the local veteran organizations always offering services and 
support to local veterans.
 Many of the monuments in the town squares and at Memorial Beach honor-
ing veterans of different branches of the 
service and different wars have been 
completed through the hard work and 
determination of George Bibeau.
 Your fellow veterans, family and 
friends wish you a speedy recovery.
 You can send a card to George at 27 
Fairview Ave., Dudley, MA 01571

JOIN US!!!! MARCH 4 & 5JOIN US!!!! MARCH 4 & 5

Raffles • Giveaways Raffles • Giveaways 
Deals • TreatsDeals • Treats

72 East Main Street, Webster (near CAP Auto & The Flower Garden)

Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

 www.bookloversgourmet.com • 508-949-6232
Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

HOURS: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5; Wednesdays till 6

Celebrating 27 YearsCelebrating 27 Years
      In Business!      In Business!

Psychic Messages Psychic Messages 
with Nadinewith Nadine

(from The Cosmic Cat) 12-3pm both days!! Only $10(from The Cosmic Cat) 12-3pm both days!! Only $10

Thank you for supporting your local, independent bookstore!

Headlights in your eyes
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Programs and events at the Pearle

Gladys E. Kelly Public Library calendar of events

Join the Pearle L. Crawford Library, 40 Schofield Ave., Dudley  
for one of the virtual programs at the Pearle. To register go to 
www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021
Knit and crochet group Thursday 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. and Friday 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. All stitchers are welcome for this infor-
mal group, meeting weekly in the Fels Room.
Toddler time, Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. Come join us for Tod-
dler Time.  We will have a different theme each week with 
stories and songs. This is geared for ages 18 months to 3.
Baby time, Fridays, 11:30 a.m. Join us for a Baby Time story 
time. We will be doing songs, fingerplays, and reading to our 
babies. This is geared for babies 0-15 months.
Pre-K power storytime Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. Join Miss Lida for 
Pre-School Story Time.  We will be exploring a new letter each 
week starting with A and ending in the spring with Z.  
Lego challenge Wednesdays  3:30 p.m. Come join us each 
week for a different Lego challenge, from writing your name in 
Legos to making a Lego zipline.  Ages 5+
Wiggles and Giggles, Fridays, 11:00 a.m. Ages 2-5 are invited 
to attend this fun, free program.  Sing, move, play instruments, 
learn rhythm, and listen to stories with Laine Hanlon. Space is 
limited; registration required.  Sponsored by the YMCA Com-

munity and Family Partnership.
 Adult book group, third Thursday, 6:00-7:30 p.m. The adult 
book group meets for an informal discussion of the month’s 
title, which is available at the circulation desk a month pri-
or to the meeting.  The first title is Commonwealth, by Ann 
Patchett. For more information contact Kathryn Ward at 508-
949-0819
Deb’s sing and swing, Friday, February 25, 10:30-11:00 a.m. Join 
Deb Hudgins for this interactive program featuring singing, mu-
sic, dancing, stories, and a variety of fun props ranging from a 
parachute to pom poms.   Free; sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.
Sensory storytime,  Saturday, March 5, 11:00 a.m.-noon. Chil-
dren with special needs and their families are invited to this 
special program.  We will read books, sing songs, and dance 
together. Free; registration required.
Iditarod dogs with Karen Land, Thursday, March 10, 6-7:30 
p.m. This program is perfect for “kids” of all ages – from pre-K 
to retired adults.   Karen Land will bring her actual Iditarod 
dog sled, gear, and arctic clothing for this presentation about 
the famous sled dog race – and Noggin, her Alaskan husky, 

and Chloe, her corgi-spring mix, are the stars of the show. 
Free.  Sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford En-
dowment.
Baby time, Friday,  March 11, 11:30 .m.-noon.
Teen craft: bracelet making, Monday, March 14, 5-6 p.m. 
Teens are invited to bring their creativity and drop in to make 
a bracelet using a variety of materials at this free program.
Deb’s sing and swing, Thursday, March 17, 10:30-11 a.m. Join 
Deb Hudgins for this interactive program featuring singing, mu-
sic, dancing, stories, and a variety of fun props ranging from a 
parachute to pom poms.  Free; sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.
Spring fling paint night, Thursday, March 24, 6-7:45 p.m. 
Artist Jean Walker will lead this beginner-level paint class to 
celebrate the start of Spring.  All materials are provided and 
no experience is necessary. Free; registration required.  This 
class is intended for ages 12 and up. Sponsored by the Hugh 
W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Cozy book night, Monday, March 28, 6-7 p.m. Kids up to age 
10 are invited to join us for an evening of crafts, stories, and 
hot cocoa.  Pajamas are encouraged and bring your favorite 
stuffed animal to this free program.

The Gladys E. Kelly Public Library in Webster. 2 Lake St., Web-
ster, 508-949-3880, has listed the following calendar of events.  
All programs are scheduled to be held outside on the Library 
lawn (unless otherwise noted), weather permitting.
Adult Programming
Yoga with Julie – Saturdays through March 26, 10-11:15 a.m. 
Join Julie at the Gladys E. Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga 
class for all levels. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga translates to the 
“uniting of movement with breath”. A typical class involves a 
centering of the mind with the breath, aromatherapy, move-
ment of the body to release energetic blockages and, finally, 
a rest and relaxation. Classes are free for Gladys Kelly Li-
brary patrons.
Children’s and young adult programming
Songs and Stories Storytime – Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Join 
Miss Emily Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. to read books, 
sing songs, and do rhyme games. Meet other children and 
caregivers at this community event. After stories, catch up 
with other community members over a simple craft. This 

Storytime is best for children 0-5, but all ages are welcome. 
Masks are required for everyone in the children’s room over 
the age of 2 years. Disposable masks will be available.
LEGO Club – Thursdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. LEGO Club is 
back, and we’re so excited to have you build with us again. 
Stop by the storytime room every Tuesday at 3:30 to free-
play with our bucketloads of LEGOs or try out our weekly 
challenge. Masks are required for everyone in the Children’s 
Room over the age of 2 years. Disposable masks will be 
available.
Drop in Paint Hour – Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. It’s time 
to break out the paintbrushes. With a variety of paints and 
paper available, bring your artist of any age to join in the 
fun. Masks are required for everyone in the Children’s Room 
over the age of 2 years. Disposable masks will be available.
STEAM Kids – Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Join Miss Emily in 
a weekly STEAM event.  That is Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, and Mathematics. Each week there will be a 
new project to tackle from slime making and catapult chal-

lenges, to board game development and bath bombs. Every 
week contains some take home element. These events are 
best for children 7-12, but siblings are always welcome. Some 
events may have a limited number of places, in this case 
children between 7-12 will have preference. Caregivers must 
remain for the duration of the event. Masks are required for 
everyone in the children’s room over the age of 2 years. Dis-
posable masks will be available.
Saturday, February 26 – Learn Ukulele for Kids - Join Julie 
Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals of ukulele play-
ing. You’ll learn how to tune, strum and read chords. After a 
short lesson, you’ll be able to play some fun and easy songs. 
No experience necessary. Bring your own ukulele or borrow 
one of hers.
Children’s Book Sale – April 19 – 21 
 The Friends are celebrating April vacation week by host-
ing a Children’s Book Sale! Join us in the lobby from Tues-
day, April 19 through Thursday April 21 to purchase your 
favorite stories.

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel 
to our product 

5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Burner Service
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, 
North Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, 

Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30am-2pm
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Living ON with Lincoln

82 Dresser Hill Rd., 
Charlton, MA 

508-248-0056

Owner/Groomer 
Meaghan Lanagan

WALK-IN NAIL SERVICE
www.missysdoggydayspa.com

A visit from Henry.

Other people’s Goldens.

Hanging with Ellie.

Patience and OPGs

By Amy LeClaire
It’s getting real. My puppy, 
the first of a projected two, 
is on its way this year. Well, 
almost. We are number 
eleven on a list we were 
fortunate enough to be 
placed on last June, thanks 
to Lincoln.  Just as he had 
squared his head to the 
Dunkin’ Donuts servers 
at the drive-through win-
dow, he made his presence 
known, again, while my 
husband relayed our Gold-
en history to Cloverdale’s 
owner. We came to find out 
that Lincoln’s genes are ac-
tually entwined with those 
of her dogs. He was a Twin 
Beau D pup, son of Tickles 
and Sox, grandson of the 
remarkable Sir, a cham-
pion in his day. Twin Beau 
D and Cloverdale dogs had 
collaborated in the past to 
breed the healthy, widely 
admired and sought out 
show dogs we’re about to 
join hands with.  You’re 
doing the right thing, Mom. 
This is my family. These 
puppies are my cousins. 
Of course, there’s only one 
Lincoln, but you can do this 
again. You have my bless-
ing. Just please don’t give 
him the light blue ball. 
 We sent our deposit in 
last June and, since then, 
have practiced the fine art 
of patience while living vi-
cariously through OPGs, that 
is, Other People’s Goldens. 
“Hello sweet girl!” I visited 
my neighbor’s sweet Golden, 
Ellie, and made friends with 
the magnificent Henry of Clo-
verdale (a distant cousin of 
Lincoln’s) who came over to 
visit. I even became tempted 
(last summer) by OPL, Other 
People’s Litters.
 “Let’s do it!”  I took a ride 

with a neighbor who had re-
cently lost her girl to check 
out a Golden litter just born. 
The experience confirmed 
for me the importance of 
researching breeders and 
avoiding the temptation 
to purchase in haste. “We 
can get our pups together! 
A friend of a friend at work 
says there are a few avail-
able! We’re so lucky!” There 
was something suspiciously 
quick and easy about the 
sudden litter upon me. “I’ll 
pick you up at noon!” But 
the thought of puppy play-
dates and puppy smells 
and all things puppy led us 
through winding, desolate 
back roads and, finally, to an 
overcrowded dog home, the 
stench and squalor of which 
has yet to leave my mind. 
 Don’t get me wrong. An 
immaculate home does not 
necessarily translate to a 
happy home, for dogs or 
humans. Dogs are messy 
and hairy. So aren’t people. 
I’ve seen enough college 
dormitory rooms (and bath-
rooms) to deem the lifestyle 
of a college student to be a 
public health hazard. But 
I’ll say this. Feces does not 
belong on a frying pan. I 
have a soft spot for dogs 
(after all, my first column 
written here happens to be 
Why I Like Dogs More than 
Humans) and share the Dog 
Person belief that dogs love 
us unconditionally and de-
serve the same back. Amid 
a life that is heartbreak-
ingly short, our pets are not 
stuffed animals to squeeze 
when we need a hug, or 
leave when we need to be 
elsewhere. They deserve at-
tention, training, resources, 
and the healthiest of nutri-
tional practices. They don’t 
deserve to be twenty-five 
pounds overweight (the stud 
of the litter we had inspect-
ed, the Puff Daddy, was un-
healthily puffy) or confined 
to a lifestyle designed for 
human needs alone. They 
don’t deserve to be anxious 
and rambunctious due to 

improper training and atten-
tion. They deserve our best. 
 My neighbor and I left 
enlightened. The backyard 
breeder came with too many 
questions, stenches, and a 
family tree more gangly than 
a skeleton. Who was the Dad-
dy again?  
 Awakened by a better at-
titude - to be patient - I chose 
to live vicariously through 
Goldens on the loose (brew-
eries are notably full of them) 
which are easy enough to 
hang with. I held the paw 
of Draper, a reddish Golden 
from Pennsylvania, swapped 
Golden stories with the 
owner of Mable, a feisty girl 
from New York, and learned 
about Lucky, a rescue from 
Connecticut who found his 
forever home. Goldens are 
socialites. They’ll lift their 
chins and smile while we 
talk about them, as though 
to say, “Aren’t we the best?” 
They listen to you. “Lincoln 
sounded like so much fun. I 
like balls too. But I’m more of 
a Frisbee guy.” 
 OPGs have kept me a be-
liever.   

 My husband, a technolo-
gist, copes with our dogless 
household by watching (and 
sending me) reels upon reels 
of video clips featuring gold-
ens with a larger Instagram 
following than the president. 
“Look at this one!” A Golden 
Daddy hovers at the edge 
of a pool while a puppy, 
possibly his own, paddles 
and learns to swim for the 
first time. Another happy 
Golden trots across a lawn 
with the swaddle-hammock 
of a new puppy clutched in 
his mouth. One walks along 
a treadmill above a tank of 
water. Then came my favor-
ite, that of two adult Goldens 
making friends with a baby 
fawn in the woods. Insta-
gram Goldens are remark-
able, I think to myself, but 
my puppy will be better. 
My puppy will be almost as 
good as Lincoln, and that’s 
still saying a lot. 
 We live in an era allowing a 
moment in time to be caught, 
saved and stored. Given the 
appeal of the breed, taking 
advantage of the ability to 
create a snapshot to be re-

lived over and over again is 
not surprising. Golden joy is 
contagious!  Ironically, while 
Golden popularity grows, 
so do waiting lists. Patience 
remains the operative word. 
All good things take time, and 
all puppies deserve our best. 
All puppies deserve to live as 
Lincoln did. “I second that,” 
he tells me from the sky. I 

smile and whisper back to 
him, “He’ll never be you, but 
he’ll have an extraordinary 
life. And he’ll be loved. Oh, 
how he’ll be loved, Lincoln.”  
 Stay tuned for more on 
Living On with Lincoln and 
updates on puppy news!
 Write to me at amyl-
eclaire@hotmail.com  
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Tales from beyond

By Thomas D’Agostino
New England and witches 
go hand in hand. Some were 
arrested for their “powers” 
while others were revered.  
Many of these so-called min-
ions of the devil were feared 
or respected well into the 
19th century, and in some 
cases, the 20th century. In 
York and Wells, Maine, there 
are two famous yet true sto-
ries of witches.
   Witch Trot Road would be 

a weird name for a thorough-
fare in anywhere but New 
England. Reverend George 
Burroughs of Wells, who 
was accused of witchcraft 
during the height of the Sa-
lem Witch Trials. Burroughs 
pleaded his innocence and 
agreed to prove it in front of 
the Magistrate in Danvers. 
The Reverend suggested a 
shortcut that would bring 
them to Danvers much quick-

er. The men later believed 
that the witch enchanted 
them, then brought them to 
a dark forest bedeviled with 
evil throes of nature. When 
they came to a strange, high 
ridge, the sky grew dark and 
thunderclouds rumbled omi-
nously above them.
   The three lawmen became 
frightened out of their wits 
for they believed the man 
had summoned the powers 

Old York’s “witches”

The grave of Mary Nasson, the White Witch.

of the devil against them. 
Lightning struck on all sides 
and the horses flew in fear, 
yet the shadow of Bur-
roughs in the flashing light 
remained calm and steady 
in his journey. The party 
hurried through the hilly 
terrain as the storm grew 
worse. Their doom loomed 
in the hands of the accused 
witch as they hurried along 
what would later be called 

Witch Trot Road. Soon the 
storm subsided and Rever-
end Burroughs remained 
undaunted in his trek to Sa-
lem.   Burroughs, who was 
arrested on April 30, 1692, 
was executed for witchcraft 
on August 19th of that same 
year.
   The next account may be 
more familiar with readers 
of witchery and ghosts in 
New England.
   Mary Nasson was a noted 
and respected herbalist 
in the community. It was 
because of her knowledge 
in healing with plants that 
she became known as the 
“White Witch.”  Mary, born 
in 1745,  grew up in the York 
Village where she met and 
married Samuel Nasson. 
They had six children: Peter, 
William, Susannah, Samuel, 
George, and Mary. 
   She was also a skilled ex-
orcist who rid many houses 
of demons and infliction 
in her time. Her time was 
rather short though as Mary 
died on August 18, 1774 at 
the age of twenty-nine, less 
than a year after having their 
youngest child.
   It is quite obvious she 
loved children as her ghost 
not only roams the burial 
ground, but the playground 
across the street as well. 
Many mothers have sworn 
seeing their children being 
pushed on the swings in the 
playground near the cem-
etery by an unseen force. 
When asked, the children 
say it is a nice young lady 
named Mary who is playing 

with them. Any local will tell 
you there is nothing to fear 
in the spirit of Mary Nasson.
   Not only does her portrait 
adorn the top of her grave-
stone, there is a great granite 
slab between the headstone 
and foot stone. Legend has 
it that the townsfolk put it 
there after she died to keep 
the “White Witch” from ris-
ing out of her grave. There 
is speculation that all of the 
graves in the burial ground 
were covered with a large 
granite slab due to the fact 
that wandering livestock 
tended to dig up the interred. 
Some time later, a wall was 
erected to keep the animals 
out and the great slabs were 
taken from the graves and 
used to line the top of the 
wall. Hers was the only one 
left with a stone in far corner 
of the small graveyard.  Af-
ter her death, her husband 
moved to Sanford, Maine. 
Each family was in charge of 
the upkeep of their graves, 
but being so far away, he 
would not have been able to 
care for Mary’s grave, so the 
townsfolk left the stone there 
to keep the livestock from 
uprooting her remains. It is 
presently the only grave in 
New England of such nature.
-------------------------------------------------
Thomas D’Agostino and his 
wife Arlene Nicholson are 
seasoned paranormal investi-
gators, authors, and co-orga-
nizers of Paranormal United 
Research Society. You can 
find out more about them by 
visiting www.tomdagostino.
com. 

The Outlaws to perform at Indian Ranch June 11
WEBSTER - The Outlaws will 
return to Indian Ranch in 
Webster, as part of the Mike’s 
Hard Lemonade Summer 
Concert Series on Saturday, 
June 11. Tickets are on sale at 
www.indianranch.com.
 Formed in Tampa in 1972, 
The Outlaws – known for their 
triple-guitar rock attack and 
three-part country harmonies 
– became one of the first acts 
signed by Clive Davis (at the 
urging of Ronnie Van Zant) 
to his then-fledgling Arista 
Records. The band’s first 
three albums The Outlaws, 
Lady In Waiting and Hurry 
Sundown – featuring such 
rock radio favorites as ‘There 
Goes Another Love Song’, 
‘Green Grass & High Tides’, 
‘Knoxville Girl’ and ‘Freeborn 
Man’ – would become world-
wide gold and platinum land-
marks of the Southern Rock 
era. Known as ‘The Florida 
Guitar Army’ by their fans, 
The Outlaws earned a formi-
dable reputation as an incen-
diary live act touring with 
friends The Allman Brothers, 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, The Mar-
shall Tucker Band and The 
Charlie Daniels Band as well 
as The Doobie Brothers, The 
Who, Eagles and The Rolling 
Stones. Henry Paul left after 
the group’s third album to 
form The Henry Paul Band for 
Atlantic Records, and later co-
founded the multi-Platinum 
country trio Blackhawk. Over 
the next 20+ years, The Out-
laws would experience ram-
pant personnel changes, tonal 
missteps, ill-fated reunions 
and bitter trademark battles 

that left fans – not to mention 
Paul and Yoho – frustrated 
and saddened. And with the 
tragic deaths of co-founding 
members Frank O’Keefe and 
Billy Jones in 1995, and es-
pecially songwriter/vocalist/
lead guitarist Hughie Thomas-
son in 2007, it was feared that 
The Outlaws’ trail had come 
to an end.
 Along with founding mem-
bers Paul and Yoho, the band 
features several of Southern 
Rock’s most respected vet-
erans: Keyboardist/vocalist 
Dave Robbins is a co-found-
ing member of Blackhawk 
and has written hit songs for 
artists that include Restless 
Heart, Kenny Rogers and Eric 
Clapton. Longtime Outlaws’ 
bassist/vocalist Randy Threet 
has performed with Trisha 
Yearwood, Pam Tillis and 
Blackhawk, and is familiar to 
TV audiences from USA Net-
work’s ‘Nashville Star’. Lead 
guitarist Steve ‘Grits’ Grisham 
was a member of the Soldiers 
Of Fortune era Outlaws, as 
well as a noted songwriter 
whose tracks include The 

Henry Paul Band’s Top 40 hit, 
‘Keepin’ Our Love Alive’.  Co-
lead guitarist Dale Oliver is 
one of Nashville’s most ver-
satile producers/songwriters/
musicians and was formerly 
Blackhawk’s lead guitarist 
and bandleader for more than 
10 years, co-writing their hit 
‘Almost A Memory Now’. 
 “Our goal is to unite the 
fans and bring the band back 
into the light. In a way, this is 
like a second chance at my 
first love. It’s about finishing 
what we started.” For Henry, 
Monte, Dave, Randy, Steve 
and Dale, it’s also about a 
band of brothers who love 
playing their own brand of 
rock, and who 40+ years ago 
first got the chance to share it 
with the world.
 For The Outlaws, it’s still 
about the music. And now 
more than ever, it’s about 
pride. 
 Insiders Club memberships 
and GA Season Passes for the 
2022 Summer Concert Series 
are on sale now. The Indian 
Ranch Insiders Club gives 
members exclusive access 

to buy tickets before they go 
on sale to the general public. 
GA Season Passes include a 
general admission ticket to ev-
ery show in the Indian Ranch 
Summer Concert Series. Both 
programs come with an array 
of other benefits and are avail-
able at www.indianranch.
com/memberships. 
 Indian Ranch offers mu-
sic lovers a chance to see 
some of the greatest coun-
try, classic rock and pop 
bands steps from Lake Char-
goggagoggmanchauggagog-
g chaubu na g u n ga mau g g . 
Nestled between pine trees, 
the amphitheater offers the 
ability to see the stage from 
anywhere in the audience. 
More than a concert venue, 
Indian Ranch opened Sam-
uel Slater’s Restaurant and 
is also home to the Indian 
Princess paddlewheeler and 
Indian Ranch Campground. 
Already on sale are concerts 
with Trace Adkins on June 5, 
The Mavericks on June 19, 
Get The Led Out on July 8, 
Scotty McCreery on July 9, 
and ABBA The Concert on 
August 12. More shows will 
be announced soon.
 Gates for The Outlaws will 
open at 11:30 a.m. and show-
time is 1:00 p.m. Tickets are 
available online at www.
indianranch.com, by calling 
1-800-514-ETIX (3849) or at the 
Indian Ranch Box Office.  All 
events are rain or shine. No re-
funds. Indian Ranch is located 
at 200 Gore Road in Webster. 
For more information, visit 
www.indianranch.com.
 
 

The Outlaws.
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SALES & SERVICE

Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 • 860-923-9100 • 860-923-2626

www.AmericanRentAll.com

• Self Storage
• Climate Controlled Areas
• Honda Generators/Mowers
• Tool Rentals • Party Rentals
• Moving Trucks & Supplies
• Propane

and American Self Storage

1 MONTH FREE!

Inquire within or call for details.

Alert Driving Academy

Includes:
•30-Hours classroom instruction
•12-Behind the wheel lessons
•6-Hours observation
•Driver’s Ed Certificate (RMV)
•2 Hour RMV required parent class

Payment plans
available.

•On-site RMV driver’s license road test
•Flexible payment plans!
•Online scheduling included in price
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students who
test with us 
pass on the 

first try.
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AlertDrivingAcademy.com
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AVOID THE RMV  On-Site Road Exams
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Spring Break  

30 East Main St., Webster, MA 01570
508-943-1155 • www.alertdrivingacademy.com

Now accepting applications 
for virtual classes 

We are conducting 
virtual classes

Register today and safely start 
your program from home.
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away some of the factory lubricant and also can attract dirt 
and over time cause more sticking. The dealer or a full-ser-
vice locksmith can replace your car-fob. You can buy an af-
termarket key-fob for your car for as little as $25 online but it 
will require professional programming. 

I purchased a 2019 Toyota RAV 4 in October of 2020 
with 10,400 miles on it. I like the car, no problem 
there. It came with a factory installed remote start 

that I used a few times last winter. When I went to use it 
this winter, it would not work. Come to find out I was on 
some kind of “service contract” good for six months. I was 
not aware of this, nor was I informed of this at the time of 
purchase. I found out by a couple of trips to the dealer speak-
ing to the manager. After calling Toyota’s service line I found 
that in order to use the remote start I had to pay $8 a month 
or $80 dollars a year. I almost fell off my chair. I never heard 
of such a thing. It’s like having to pay to use my brakes. I was 
also told that other companies are doing the same thing. I 
have not heard of another auto maker yet who charges for 
these. Have you ever heard of such nonsense? 

Toyota received a lot of backlash over this decision. 
The remote start feature is tied into the phone app-
which is subscription based. It is my understanding 

that the key fob should still activate the remote start, even 
without renewing the app. While Toyota is trying to make 
up its mind on this issue try this trick. Using the key-fob, 
press the lock button quickly twice and then once again for 
a longer time-so lock, lock and then lock. Regarding more 
technology nonsense, I read recently BMW was charging to 
Apple CarPlay and again after pushback from their custom-
ers, eliminated the $80 annual fee.  Readers have you expe-
rienced a surprise with subscription-based systems? Let me 
know what you think.

I own a 2008 Subaru Impreza 2.5 hatchback with 
approximately 37,000 miles on it. Although it runs 
fine, and I stay on top of all maintenance I re-
viewed the Subaru recommendation for replace-

ment of the timing belt on the interference engine which 
states to replace original belt at 105 months or 105,000 miles. 
My car is now 168 months old, and I had the belt checked re-
cently by my mechanic and he says it looks good with little 
indication of wear. To be safe given the engine and owner’s 
manual recommendation I plan to replace the timing belt, 
drive belts, water pump with all new components.  I trust my 
independent mechanic to do the work with specified compo-
nents. Would you agree with this approach?

If I recently purchased your low mileage 14-year-old 
Subaru, the first thing that I would do is exactly what 
you are planning. Although the belts may last longer 
to reduce my anxiety about possible timing belt fail-

ure and catastrophic engine failure this is money well spent. 

I have a 2018 Subaru Forester I recently pur-
chased for my daughter’s use. I understand the 
CVT transmission fluid is changed at 100,000 mile 
per Subaru North America. When looking online 

the recommendation is quite different in Japan and Canada 
where the recommendation is to drain and refill the fluid at 
three years or 36,000 miles. Do you have an opinion on this 
matter? 

If this were my car, I would follow the recommenda-
tions in the owner’s manual that came with the car. 
Certainly, replacing the fluid every three years can’t 
hurt, but doesn’t seem necessary. 

I have a 2005 Chevy Cobalt. My key fob needs to be 
replaced, I’ve been using my key to unlock my door. 
There are times when my key won’t turn. Is WD-40 
ok to use to lubricate the lock? Where do you recom-

mend going to get a new key fob? 

As good as WD-40 is I prefer to use a dedicated “dry” 
lock lubricant. I have found that WD-40 tends to wash 

The Car Doctor
John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other 
popular podcast sites. Email your 
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul

M&M Auto Body
7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070

mm.auto@verizon.net

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

R.S. #3926

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

Q.

A.

A.

Q.

A.

Payments as low as $50 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Come Check Out Our Prices!
FARRAR Auto Body, Inc.

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

Bad Credit 
No Credit 

No Problem
We Finance 
everyone!

HE
RE

HE
REBuy PAy

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Q.

Q.

A.

PAYING $150-$600 CASH

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

RUSMART

ANTIQUE • CUSTOM
MARINE • RV’S

AUTO 
UPHOLSTERY

Ken & Art Clements
723 MAIN STREET, NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

(508) 987-1171

Est.
1947
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home
13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

automotive

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 
Tune-Ups & Repairs 

Pickup & Delivery 
Lawnmower Repair

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

Tips on financial planning

Dennis Antonopoulos

CLEAN OUTS
DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EvERYThING!!
“Better than the rest” - vERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

Your source for business and community news 
and advertising.

ads@theyankeexpress.com 
news@theyankeexpress.com

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

GI Joe Figures + 
Vehicles Wanted

from the 
1980’s 
& 1990’s

Please call 
860-933-5549 S

T

GI Joe Figures & Vehicles Wanted

Please call 860-933-5549

From the 
1980s and 

1990s

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

If your employer offers a 
401(k) plan, consider yourself 
fortunate, because a 401(k) is 
a great way to help build re-
tirement savings. But are you 
taking full advantage of your 
plan?
 To help ensure you are in-
deed maximizing the benefits 
of your 401(k), consider the 
following suggestions:
• Earn your employer’s 
match. It’s a good idea to con-

tribute as much as you can 
afford to your 401(k) plan. 
(In 2021, you can put in up to 
$19,500, or $26,000 if you’re 
50 or older.) At least put in 
enough to earn your employ-
er’s matching contribution 
if one is offered. If you don’t 
contribute enough to earn the 
full match, you’re shortchang-
ing yourself. For example, if 
your employer matches 50% 
of what you contribute, per-
haps up to $5,000, and you 
put in $8,000, your employer’s 
50% match will just be $4,000. 
You’re actually leaving $1,000 
“on the table.”
• Evaluate the Roth option. 
When you invest in a tradition-
al 401(k), you put in pre-tax 
dollars, lowering your taxable 
income in the year you con-

tribute. Your 401(k) earnings 
then accumulate tax-deferred 
and are taxed when you take 
withdrawals from your plan. 
But if your employer offers a 
Roth 401(k), you can put in 
after-tax dollars, so your tax-
able income won’t drop in the 
year you contribute. However, 
when you start taking money 
out, presumably when you’re 
retired, your withdrawals – 
earnings and contributions 
– will generally be tax-free. 
(Your employer’s matching 
contributions, and any result-
ing earnings, will be taxable.) 
If you think you’ll be in a high-
er tax bracket when you retire, 
or you want to diversify the 
tax treatment of your accounts 
to provide greater flexibility in 
retirement, you might want 

to consider the Roth option. 
Consult with your tax advisor 
before making this decision.
• Build an appropriate invest-
ment mix. You may have a 
dozen or more investment op-
tions within your 401(k) plan. 
Of course, the driving invest-
ment principle in the early 
years of saving in your 401(k) 
is growth – you are counting 
on your plan to help fund a 
long retirement. But growth-
oriented investments are, by 
nature, higher in risk than 
fixed-income vehicles. When 
you’re first starting out in 
your career, you may be more 
comfortable building a 401(k) 
portfolio that’s more heavily 
weighted toward aggressive 
growth vehicles, as you have 
many years to recover from 

short-term downturns. But as 
you approach retirement, you 
might consider moving your 
401(k) toward a more conser-
vative mix. You may want to 
work with a financial advisor 
to arrive at an appropriate in-
vestment mix, at various times 
in your life, for your given risk 
tolerance, time horizon and 
retirement goals.
• Keep your plan intact. At 
times, you may feel a financial 
pinch that leads you to con-
sider taking out loans or early 
withdrawals from your 401(k). 
If at all possible, avoid such 
moves – not only can they 
incur taxes and penalties, 
but they also will likely slow 
the growth you need to help 
reach your retirement savings 
goals. Taking steps to prepare 

for unexpected expenses, 
such as building an emer-
gency fund containing three 
to six months’ worth of living 
expenses, can help you avoid 
dipping into your 401(k). You 
may also be able to find other 
ways to access cash.
 Following these moves can 
help you strengthen your 
401(k) – and position it to be a 
key contributor to your retire-
ment income.
 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert 
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones Member SIPC
 

Are you getting the most from your 401(k)?
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111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

Mark Marzeotti

   RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong  
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

TTooggeetthheerr, We’re  
Working For You! 

 
Reviewing your Situation 
Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in 
the Senior Housing Market.  
There may come a time when you 
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.  
Call for a FREE consultation. 
 

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

RE: Real Estate

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Mark Marzeotti
Realtor

Mark
Marzeotti 
Realtor

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Bobcat Work

Fully Insured         774-230-9080    Free Estimates
Charlton, MA 

~ Servicing Worcester County ~

• Storm Damage
• Clean Outs
• Trash Removal

Colin’s Property Maintenance

_____________________

DRIVER AVAILABLE
Semi-retired, part time/full 
time, CDL, medical card, 
perfect driving record.

774-502-6146
____________________

When you’re selling any 
item, you usually want to 
sell it for the greatest profit 
possible, right? That hap-
pens when there’s a strong 
demand and a limited sup-
ply for that item. In the real 
estate market, that time is 
right now. If you’re thinking 
of selling your house this 
year, here are two reasons 

why now’s the time to list.
 1. Demand is very strong 
this winter. Spring, the hot-
test time of year for home-
buyers and sellers, has 
started early, according to 
REALTORS and economists. 
. . . Home shopping season 
appears to already be in full 
swing!
 REALTORS in the field 
aren’t the only ones saying 
buyers are already out in full 
force. That claim is backed 
up with data released last 
week by ShowingTime. 
(ShowingTime is a platform 
real estate agents use to 
schedule appointments.)

The Showing
 Time Showing Index 
tracks the average number 
of monthly buyer showings 
on active residential prop-
erties, which is a highly re-
liable leading indicator of 
current and future trends for 
buyer demand. The latest 
index reveals this December 
was the most active Decem-
ber in five years.
 As the data indicates, buy-
ers are very active this win-
ter. Last December, 2021 saw 
even more showings than 
December of 2020, which 
was already a stronger-than-
usual winter. And remember 

Want top dollar for your house? Now’s the time to list it
– you want to sell some-
thing when there’s a strong 
demand for that item. That 
time is now.
 2. Housing supply is ex-
tremely low. Each month, 
realtor.com releases data on 
the number of active resi-
dential real estate listings 
(listings currently for sale). 
Their most recent report 
reveals the latest monthly 
number is the lowest we’ve 
seen in any January since 
2017. And don’t forget, the 
best time to sell an item is 
when there’s a limited sup-
ply of it available. 
 Even though supply is at 

Dean’s List 
COLCHESTER, VT - Berna-
dette Lesieur of Oxford was 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Saint Michael’s College for 
the Fall 2021 semester. Ber-
nadette is a first year physics 
major and a graduate of Home 
School Clearing House.

It’s almost time to cleanup 
and green up The Last Green 
Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. The Last Green 
Valley, Inc. (TLGV) has com-
mitted cleanup and green up 
funds for 2022 to help orga-
nizations and municipalities 
organize events. 
 The program is funded, 
in part, thanks to the sup-
port of bankHometown. 
bankHometown has been 
a supporter of TLGV since 
2008 and has sponsored the 
cleanup program since 2019. 
 In the last 10 years, 11,498 
volunteers have collected 
504,003 pounds of trash from 
parks, rivers and roadways 
throughout The Last Green 

TLGV 2022 cleanup and greenup funds
Valley National Heritage Cor-
ridor thanks to the program. 
TLGV is expanding the pro-
gram this year to include ef-
forts to plant pollinator gar-
dens or eradicate invasive 
species harming the region’s 

ecosystem. Organizations 
and municipalities working 
in The Last Green Valley 
National Heritage Corridor 
can request up to $500 in 
funding. Those with projects 
outside the corridor, but still 

The Auburn Historical Soci-
ety & Museum will be host-
ing the First Annual Parking 
Lot Craft Fair on Saturday, 
August 27, at 41 South St., 
Auburn.  It will be held 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine. 
Vendors can reserve a 10 x 
15-foot space for $15. Ven-
dors will be responsible for 
bringing their own table(s). 

Parking lot craft fair
Food selling will be restrict-
ed.  For more information or 
to reserve a space, contact 
Helen at the Auburn His-
torical Society & Museum 
at 508-832-6856, by email at 
auburnmuseum@verizon.
net, or come to the museum 
on Tuesday or Saturday 9:30-
12-30. Put your reservations 
in early.

a historic low, home sales 
are at a 15-year high. Ac-
cording to the latest Existing 
Home Sales Report from the 
National Association of Real-
tors (NAR), existing-home 
sales totaled 6.12 million in 
2021 – the highest annual 
level since 2006. This means 
the market is hot and home-
owners are in a great place 
to sell now while sales are 
so strong.
 The ratio of buyers to sell-
ers favors homeowners right 
now to a greater degree than 
at any other time in history. 
Buyer demand is high, and 
supply is low. That gives sell-

ers like you an incredible 
opportunity.
 Bottom line If you agree 
the best time to sell anything 
is when demand is high 
and supply is low, contact 
Marzeotti Group or a local 
real estate professional to 
discuss listing your house 
today.

in the Thames River water-
shed, can request up to $250 
in funding. 
 Funding recipients will be 
reimbursed for expenses 
such as publicity, cleanup 
supplies such as trash bags, 
work gloves, small garden-
ing tools, native seeds and 
plantings, and food for your 
volunteers. TLGV will also 
help publicize the event and 
recruit more volunteers.  
Application details can be 
found at TheLastGreenVal-
ley.org under “Grant Op-
portunities” in the “Learn & 
Protect” menu. 
 The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor is 
the last stretch of dark night 
sky in the coastal sprawl 
between Boston and Wash-
ington, D.C.  The Last Green 
Valley, Inc. works for you in 
the National Heritage Cor-
ridor. Together we can care 
for it, enjoy it and pass it on.

Harrington Auxiliary’s Irish Night Feast

The Harrington Auxiliary, in 
conjunction with the Feder-
ated Church of Sturbridge 
and Fiskdale, invites the 
general public to partake of 
a traditional Irish Night feast 
on Wednesday, March 16. In 
accordance with COVID safe-
ty guidelines, individuals are 
asked to drive through the 
Publick House main parking 
lot to pick up the meals. The 
pre-cooked dinner for one is 
available for $l6 and includes 
corned beef, boiled potatoes, 
carrots, turnips, cabbage, a 
dinner roll, Irish soda bread, 
a cupcake, and mustard and 
vinegar packets. No substitu-
tions allowed. Simply reheat 
meal at home.
 Tickets must be pre-or-
dered by Thursday, March 

a non-profit organization of 
dedicated and impassioned 
volunteers whose mission is 
to support and enhance the 
excellent services provided 
by UMass Memorial Health 
Harrington. Proceeds from 
the event enable the Auxil-
iary to continue to provide 
equipment and programs 
that benefit the health and 
well-being of the members 
in the communities it serves.

10. Two pick-up times are 
available: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. or 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Please spec-
ify your desired pick-up time 
when purchasing tickets.
 Tickets may be purchased 
and picked up at the Har-
rington Hospital Gift Shop 
on Mondays between 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. or Wednesdays 
between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
 The Harrington Auxil-
iary established in 1932 is 
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 


