
Excitement builds for Millbury’s fifth 
annual Food Truck Festival 
By Rod Lee

The 1880s-era clock that the Mill-
bury Redevelopment Authority pur-
chased for placement in the center 
of town is still ticking like the quality 
timepiece it has been from the start—
and the MRA’s fifth annual Food 
Truck Festival & Craft Fair is back as 

well after a three-year hiatus.
Talking in his shop on Juniper Drive 

on April 5th, Leonard Mort, who de-
scribes himself as “an old-school sign 
maker,” said the event is scheduled 
for Sunday, May 22nd. It will be held 
rain or shine from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. in the rear parking area at Mill-
bury High School on Martin St.

A fundraiser for the Authority, the 
Food Truck Festival promises “some-
thing for everyone,” including street 
food, entertainment, crafters, vendors 
and raffles.

Admission is five dollars. Children 
under twelve get in free. Attendees 
will get a chance to vote “The People 
Choice’s” for “best food truck” and 

they will have plenty to choose from.
The Food Truck Festival was last 

held in 2018. It has proven to be a 
popular attraction, Mr. Mort said. 
The Authority is thrilled to be able to 
stage it once again.

“It’s grown considerably since the 
first one,” he said. “The first year, 
we had five food trucks. Now they’re 
clamoring to come. We ask ourselves, 
‘how many different food trucks can 
you have?’ We never had that problem 
before. The comments on Facebook 
have been outstanding.”

The weekend before Memorial Day 
was selected as a perfect late-spring 
date for the event, so as not to conflict 
with other seasonal happenings. 

Food-truck operators who are par-
ticipating in this year’s Food Truck 
Festival will be offering a smorgasbord 
of fare including Mexican, Japanese 
dumplings, barbecue, hot dogs, shaved 
ice, Italian, sweets, Korean and can-
noli—to name a few.

Established in 1963, the Mill-
bury Redevelopment Authority is an 
elected board of five unpaid municipal 
employees. “We have eminent domain 
status,” Mr. Mort said. “We accept 
donations of property which can be 
rehabbed and rented or sold. We can 
keep the funds and use them for other 
projects. The members of the Author-
ity have donated thousands of hours to 
the community.”

An election to fill two vacancies on 
the board was scheduled tol be held 
April 26th. Terms on the Millbury 
Redevelopment Authority run for five 
years.

About ten years ago, in search 

of “a project,” the MRA decided to 
raise money through donations pro-
vided by businesses and residents for 
a clock that would occupy a prime 
spot in Millbury Center. Acquisition 
of the clock from a company in Med-
field was an expensive proposition but 
it has been an impressive addition to 
the downtown landscape. The clock 
bears the words “Armory Village” on 
its face in tribute to the part of town 
in which it is situated. An interpretive 
display was incorporated into the spot 
at the intersection of Elm, Main and 
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More than a dozen food trucks will take part in the Millbury Redevelopment Authority’s fifth annual fundrais-
ing festival this year. Sun Kim Bop, which specializes in Korean fare, is defending “People’s Choice” for best 
food truck.
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A Sunday drive, a search for treasure
By Rod Lee

What started as a slow morning on 
the occasion of Primitive Goods in Ux-
bridge’s fifth anniversary celebration 
two Sundays before Easter got much 
better later on.

  “It was a beautiful day for a drive,” 
Karen Shaw of Holliston, accompa-
nied by Joe Baskowski, said, as they 
looked over an ancient hardcover book 
in Jeanne Silvia’s store on Mendon St.

  “We like this place,” Mr. Baskows-
ki said. “We like Frenchmen’s Boule-
vard in New Bedford too. It’s right on 

the water, first floor, it’s an actual old 
train station.”

Ms. Silvia needn’t have worried 
about the kind of response her event 
would get. By afternoon, customers 
were coming in.

“I come here every weekend,” Trac-
ey Lebel of Milford said. “I’m just look-
ing for whatever catches my eye.”

  “I shopped here one other time,” 
Carla Chatterly of Sterling, Connecti-
cut said. “I’m finding some goodies!”

  Melissa Nydam of Northbridge 
is quite familiar with Primitive Goods, 
and is a frequent presence.

  “I clean the bathrooms,” Ms. Ny-
dam, who described herself as “the 
youngest of six Nydam children,” said.

  When she realized that the person 
she addressed thought she was kidding 
about the reference to janitorial labors, 
Ms. Nydam said “I do clean the bath-
rooms, for Jeanne. We usually barter in 
exchange but today I’m buying. She’s 
wonderful, and the place is so cute.”

  One of a number of antique and gift 
shops in the town of Uxbridge, Primi-
tive Goods has made a place for itself 
with birdhouses, vintage signs, kitchen 
paraphernalia including spoon racks, 

towel racks, woven baskets, pottery, 
shelving, furniture, and a host of other 
hard-to-find items.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

  

“I grew up in Grafton,” Joe Bas-
kowski said, in explaining why he 
and Karen Shaw decided to visit 
Primitive Goods in Uxbridge. Here 
they are checking out a book in 
one of many rooms loaded with 
merchandise.

mailto:rodlee.1963@gmail.com
mailto:rodlee.1963@gmail.com
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 45 North Main Street, Millbury • 508.865.2560 • www.mulhane.com

So. Main streets, recently.
“Myself and two other sign 

painters gold-leafed it,” Mr. 

Mort said, of the clock. The 
gold leaf that came with it was 
“dull,” he explained.

“Gold leaf gilding has gotten 
to be a lost art.”

The Authority is already 
looking for another project to 
take on. The Food Truck Fes-
tival will help cover some of the 

costs that remain from buying 
the clock, and point the way 
forward for a new undertaking.

    
Contact Rod Lee at 

rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

Len Mort, who chairs the Millbury Redevelopment Authority, 
created the trophy that will go to this year’s winner of the 
fifth annual Food Truck Festival & Craft Fair on May 22nd.

Left, The Millbury Redevelopment Authority purchased this 
handsome 1800s-era clock (left) and donated it to the town 
for placement in the heart of downtown.

GREAT Street Food & EntertainmentGREAT Street Food & Entertainment

& Craft Fair& Craft Fair

MAY 22, 2022MAY 22, 2022
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM • RAIN or SHINE

MILLBURY HIGH SCHOOL, MARTIN ST., MILLBURY, MA

5th ANNUAL5th ANNUAL

NO COOLERS, PETS, BICYCLES, WEAPONS, TOBACCO OR ALCOHOL ALLOWED

Admission $5.00 • Children 12 and under FREE

Peoples choice best food truck 
at the last event.

Benefit the Millbury Redevelopment Authority
email: millburyfoodtruckfestival@gmail.com

Facebook: Millbury Food Truck Festival

Something for Everyone!!Something for Everyone!!

St. Patrick’s offers 
recycling on May 7

St. Patrick’s Spring Recycling Event is scheduled for Satur-
day, May 7 at 7 East St. in Whitinsville from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.

Profits will benefit upcoming Youth in Action (YIA) service 
projects.

Residents are asked to keep items for each station separate.
On-site paper shred-

ding. 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
only; $7 per copy 
paper-size box, no X-
rays, binders, binder 
clips, hanging fold-
ers, notebooks, plastic, 
cardboard or magazine.

Electronics recycling 
for a fee. No batteries/
light bulbs/propane 
tanks. All equipment 
must be bone dry of 
oils/liquids.

Bottle and cans. Please rinse. Items must be returnable in MA.
Textile collection. Clothing, handbags/totes, accessories, lin-

ens, shoes, blankets, window treatments, etc. No rags/rugs, toys/
books, mattresses or housewares. Items must be gently used (no 
stains) and in a condition to be resold.

  Residents who are unable to attend or who want more infor-
mation are asked to call 508-234-5656 or email officesupport@
mystpatricks.com.

mailto:rodlee.1963@gmail.com
mailto:officesupport@mystpatricks.com
mailto:officesupport@mystpatricks.com
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Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

•Reliable Partner Assisting Families
•Offering Skilled Nursing •Personal Care
•Case Management •Recreation •Homey, Fun & Secure
•Nutrition and Transportation Services
•We Follow CDC/MA COVID-19 Guidelines

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s 
dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; 
I was in desperate need of help and found 
it with the folks at Accord.”   

 --Marcia T
10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570

508-949-3598
www.accorddaycenter.com

Expressly Yours
A new beginning for an old goat

With the attainment of a cer-
tain “seniority” comes apprecia-
tion for opportunities that pres-
ent themselves when they are 
least expected.

The chance to take on chal-
lenges and responsibilities that 
would seem to have been avail-
able only to a younger version of 
oneself invokes a feeling of grati-
tude that is hard to describe. In 
the figurative sense it is like turn-
ing the clock back.

For me, a career that began in 
my hometown area of Bingham-
ton, New York in the summer of 
1965 marches on, as I transition 
from “freelance writer” to “edi-
tor” of The Yankee Xpress and 
the Blackstone Valley Xpress 
(North and South) for The 
Newspaper Press LLC.

Over the years, I have worked 
for a number of companies, in-
cluding Citizen Group Publica-
tions in Brookline (the job that 
brought me to Massachusetts, 
in 1985) and the Telegram & 
Gazette in Worcester (1998-
2009). The privilege of being 
able to do what I like best—
write—has been complemented 

by a chance to forge friendships 
with people in the Blackstone 
Valley and Central Massachu-
setts who represent, literally, all 
walks of life.

Those of us in journalism un-
derstand that the most reward-
ing aspect of our work is having 
“front-row” access to press con-
ferences, grand openings, ribbon 
cuttings, business milestones, 
major news announcements—
and local, regional and national 

celebrities (I have met my share, 
including Hall of Fame Golfer 
Gary Player, whom I inter-
viewed in the clubhouse at the 
B.C. Open in Endicott, New 
York, in 1974).

All of this brings us, me, to 
the present day. I look forward 
to sharing this column with read-
ers, going forward.

Rod Lee can be reached at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

Computer, Electronics & Metal
Removal & Recycling Day

Monitors, televisions, misc., electronics, computer parts & all appliances (those 
containing Freon as well) any metal, lawn mowers (oil and gas removed)

gas grills, car batteries, car parts, etc.
Proceeds to benefit Webster Little League and Killdeer Island Club

Saturday, May 14, 2022
9:00am to 2:00pm

Bring your items to 191 Killdeer Island Rd., Webster, MA
Killdeer Island Road is behind The Lodge Restaurant on Rt. 16

A fee will be charged for each disposal of the following items:
Keyboards ............................................................................................................. Free
Toaster Oven, Exercise Bikes, Speakers .............................................................. $5.00 each
Lawn Furniture - 4 Chairs, Table ......................................................................... $10.00
Car Batteries ......................................................................................................... $5.00 each
Computers, Printers, Scanners, Fax Machines, Stereos and Microwaves ........... $10.00 each
Electric Space Heaters ......................................................................................... $10.00 each
Monitors ................................................................................................................ $20.00 each
Dishwashers, Stoves, Washers, Dryers, and HW Heaters ................................... $15.00 each
Refrigerators, Freezers and Air Conditioners ....................................................... $25.00 each
Plastic TVs Under 27” .......................................................................................... $25.00 each
Plastic TVs Over 27” ............................................................................................. $30.00 each
Wood Console Televisions .................................................................................... $30.00 each
Projection TVs ...................................................................................................... $30.00 each
Propane Tanks ...................................................................................................... $10.00 each

There is no limit to the number of items disposed of at one time. Make checks payable to: Killdeer Island Club Inc.
We welcome surrounding towns to take part in this event!

Recycling will prevent CRT containing devices from becoming hazardous waste. CRTs may contain several pounds of lead, 
which is a toxic substance. When CRTs are broken or destroyed, such as when placed in landfills or incinerators, they release 
lead into the environment. When recycled, TVs and computer monitors can be used as a source of lead, as well as precious 

metal found in circuit boards, power supplies and the like. 

Mark your calendars! Save the date!

The

Club is hosting a

Almost time to plant, Grafton gardeners
With March going out like 

a lamb, it won’t be long before 
we can plant our tomatoes, pep-
pers and cucumbers. The Lee 
Knowlton Community Garden, 
under the auspices of the Graf-
ton Garden Club Inc., is accept-
ing applications now from Graf-
ton residents who would like to 
reserve their own garden plot 
(20’ x 20’). The yearly rental 
for one plot is $20.

Located off Estabrook Road, 
each plot is large enough for a 
substantial garden. The entire 
garden is fenced to keep garden 
predators, like deer, out. Each 

gardener’s responsibility is to 
gently turn over the soil, when it 
has sufficiently dried out

In May, after the threat of 
frost has passed, gardeners can 
plant vegetables, herbs, flowers 
and/or berries. Tender plants 
will need to be watered and 
weeded once or twice a week, 
depending on the weather. Gar-
deners need to supply their own 
tools and water.

To sign up for a plot, go to 
the Grafton Garden Club web-
site at www.graftongardenclub.
org. Click the Community Gar-
den link and go to Apply. Fill 
out the forms and mail them 

with your check to the Grafton 
Garden Club, PO Box 453, 
Grafton MA 01519.

Call Dick Kirejczyk, manag-
er of the Community Garden, at 
508-839-4867 or email him at 
rjk185@yahoo.com with ques-
tions or for more information.

The Community Garden 
was established to promote and 
support local horticulture for 
the residents of Grafton. The 
Garden Club encourages the lo-
cal production of food and pro-
motes the educational benefits of 
agriculture.

(Article submitted by Helen 
Blazis)

http://www.graftongardenclub.org
http://www.graftongardenclub.org
mailto:rjk185@yahoo.com
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summer Fun
& Field trips

Weekly themes
Sail Away, Under The Sea, All

American, Holidays/Spirit, Fiesta,
Great Outdoors, Summer

Olympics, Mad Science, Amazing
Animals, Jurassic Week, Back to

School Carnival

Field tRips
Douglas Water Slides, 

Southwicks Zoo, Ecotarium, 
Woo Sox Baseball, Fairwoods

Recreation (New), Pinz (New), and
Pout Pond.

special guests
Maurice & friends from Circus 
Dynamics, Animal Adventures
(reptiles), Farm Animals (New),

and Police and Fire

(separate pre-school classrooms: 3, 4, & 5 yrs.)

(Kindergarten to 13 years)

(2.9 years to 5 years)

(6 weeks to 15 months)

(15 months to 2.9 years)

Weekly themes

Field tRips

special guests

SUMMER 
SCHOOL AGE 
PROGRAMS
(Uxbridge & Grafton)

RegistRation open
Fall Before/after
school programs
• Uxbridge • Northbridge •

• Douglas • Grafton •

BVT’s Ireland-themed fundraising dinner a great success
UPTON – Irish eyes were 

smiling at Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School’s 28th Annual 
Superintendent’s Gourmet Din-
ner held at the school on St. 
Patrick’s Day. There were many 
smiles and a lot to celebrate.

Each year, students in the 
Culinary Arts program look 
forward to the Superintendent’s 
Gourmet Dinner, a culmination 
of months of preparation. The 
planning and production of the 
gourmet dinner give students a 
taste of what skills are necessary 
for success in the food, beverage, 
and hospitality industry. As well 
as celebrates the quality of career 
and technical education with a 

lavish reception and an elabo-
rate gourmet dinner. This fine-
dining experience is the school’s 
largest fundraiser.

This year, the first course of 
the evening was a delicate and 
creamy potato and leek soup 
made with house-made chick-
en stock, topped with crispy 
fried shallots, snipped chives, 
and a drizzle of herb oil. An 
Irish salad was the fifth course 
served. Influenced by seasonally 
available ingredients, a blend 
of arugula and baby spinach 
tossed with Gala apples, pick-
led red onion, goat cheese, and 
tarragon vinaigrette topped with 
beautiful slices of vibrant red 
and golden beet for a splash of 

color. After the deconstructed 
Irish stew, the final course was 
an apple cake. The tender and 
flavorful cake complimented by 
a Baileys burnt caramel sauce, 
apple chutney, and house-made 
vanilla custard ice cream was a 
sweet ending to a perfect meal.

The gourmet dinner was es-
tablished to support technology 
advancement at the school and, 
through the years, many initia-
tives benefiting student learning. 
Since 1995, the annual dinner 
has raised awareness of voca-
tional-technical education by 
showcasing the skills of the shops 
involved. Each year, during the 
first few weeks of the school year, 
Culinary Arts seniors complete 

a rigorous selection process that 
consists in nominating and vot-
ing on a theme for the dinner. 

Subsequently, the menu and 
decorations are all based on the 
selected theme.

The Culinary Arts program 
has produced dinners with a 
wide variety of themes, from 
“The New Millennium” in 
2000 to “A White House State 
Dinner” in 2009, and across 
the United States from Las 
Vegas to Hollywood and New 
England to Hawaii. Around the 
globe, they’ve gone from China 
to the Roman Empire, and 
France, Italy, Spain, Greece, 
Moscow, and this year they en-
joyed Ireland.

Over the years, the themed 
dinners have included events 
such as a “Kentucky-Derby” 
meal in 2017, which brought 
the “greatest two minutes in 
sports” to life by celebrating the 
food and culture surrounding 
the nation’s longest continuously 
held sporting event with a menu 
of authentic southern fare. In 
2015, the food and culture of 
the 1920s was celebrated with 
a dazzling Gatsby-themed din-
ner, worthy of approval from the 
Great Gatsby himself.

“The gourmet dinners that 
our Culinary Arts program has 
expertly prepared, plated, and 
served against magnificent back-
drops through collaboration with 
other departments and shops 
over the years have been remark-
able,” said Superintendent-Di-

rector Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick.
While a large group of stu-

dents and staff contributes to the 
success of each dinner, key per-
sonnel make up the Executive 
Board in Culinary Arts. The 
executive positions include a 
food crew with a General Man-
ager, two Executive Chefs, two 
Executive Pastry Chefs, and two 
Garde Managers responsible 
for cold food. In addition to a 
Beverage Manager, Sous Chef, 
Banquet Managers, Photogra-
pher/Social Media, Emcee, and 
Decorations Facilitators. This 
team works together to achieve 
the same goal: a successful din-
ner.

Meet the 2022 Superinten-
dents’ Executive Dinner Team:

General Manager, Samantha 
Stephens of Mendon

Executive Chefs, Natalie 
Lambert of Millville and Nolan 
Holt of Uxbridge

Banquet Managers, Makala 
McQueston of Blackstone and 
Sofia Yitts of Grafton

Emcees, Amanda Wallace 
of Sutton and Ansha Khan of 
Northbridge

Beverage Manager, Colin 
Buckley of Bellingham

Decorations Facilitators, 
Katelyn Barrows of North-
bridge and Erin Morrissey of 
Douglas

Executive Pastry Chefs, Emi-
ly Warner of Uxbridge and Alex 
Mach of Uxbridge

Garde Mangers, Darlene 
Johnson of Northbridge, and 
Kymber Morin of Douglas

Photographer/Social Media, 
Allison French of Northbridge

Sous Chefs (juniors), Leyla 
Hudson of Northbridge and 
Makayla Dunton of Sutton

Pastry Sous Chef (junior), 
Naomi Tsuda of Mendon

Check out all of the deli-
cious details that made this 
annual event successful: www.
valleytech.k12.ma.us/superin-
tendentsdinner2022.

Poetry front and center at 
Grafton PL this month

April is Autism Aware-
ness Month, National Poetry 
Month, Native Plant Month 
and green-themed Community 
Read time at the Grafton Pub-
lic Library, according to Direc-
tor Beth Gallaway.

Poetry
All month. Passive pro-

gram. Online magnetic poetry 
at magneticpoetry.com/pages/
play-online, select a set then 
drag and drop words to create 
a poem; when done, click the 
Save & Share button, complete 
the form to share the emailed 
poem on social media and tag 
#graftonpubliclibrarypoetry. 
Participants receive a free li-
brary magnet.

Expansion update
The GPL continues to wait 

for counter and sink lowering, 
window decals, emergency exit 

signs with a wheelchair symbol, 
the gate for the stairs and doors 
for the maker space and Pre-
sentation Area in Community 
Room B. Out-of-scope initia-
tives include additional shelving 
for the Children’s Room, re-
pair of the clock in the Historic 
Reading Room, donor signs, 
wetland signage, hours signage, 
delivering of the piano, art rail 
install, office shelving, addition-
al IT wiring and patio furniture 
and lighting—and landscaping!

April is Remembrance 
Month

Cilka’s Journey by Heather 
Morris, a moving World War II 
story of a sixteen-year-old girl, is 
a featured selection; and check 
out the library’s Remembering 
the Holocaust display.

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/superintendentsdinner2022
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/superintendentsdinner2022
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/superintendentsdinner2022
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Rock legends scheduled to perform at Indian Ranch
WEBSTER - Rock legends 

Collective Soul and Switchfoot 
are coming to Indian Ranch in 
Webster, on Saturday, August 
6, as part of the Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade Summer Concert 
Series. Tickets  are on sale 
at www.indianranch.com.

Multi-Platinum Atlanta 
rockers Collective Soul -- Ed 
Roland (vocals/guitar), Dean 
Roland (rhythm guitar), Jesse 
Triplett (lead guitar/back-
ground vocals), Will Turpin 
(bass/background vocals), 
Johnny Rabb (drums/back-
ground vocals)-- are known for 
their collection of hit songs like 
“Shine,” “Run,” “December,” 
and “The World I Know.”

Collective Soul’s highly 
anticipated and critically ac-
claimed tenth studio album, 
BLOOD, was released June  
2019. It garnered impressive 
debuts on various Billboard’s 
charts, including #3 on the 
“Alternative Albums” chart. 
Elsewhere, it debuted at #4 
on the “Independent Albums” 
chart, #5 on the “Rock Al-
bums” chart, #12 on the “Dig-
ital Albums” chart, #15 on the 
“Top Current Albums” chart, 
and #19 on the “Internet Al-
bums” chart.

Switchfoot -- Jon Foreman 
(vocals, guitar), Tim Foreman 
(bass), Jerome Fontamillas 
(keys, guitar) and Chad But-
ler (drums)-- has sold almost 
10 million copies worldwide 

of their twelve studio albums 
(including their 2003 double-
platinum breakthrough The 
Beautiful Letdown and 2009’s 
Grammy Award-winning Hello 
Hurricane), racked up a string 
of Alternative radio hit singles, 
and performed sold-out tours 
with over 5 million concert 
tickets sold in over 40 countries 
around the world. Fans can ex-
pect to hear favorites that span 
Switchfoot’s illustrious 20+ 

year career including “Dare 
You To Move,” “Meant to 
Live,” “Love Alone Is Worth 
the Fight,” as well as selections 
from the GRAMMY-winning 
band’s latest album, the ac-
claimed interrobang, released 
in August 2021. 

Collective Soul singer/gui-
tarist Ed Roland can’t wait to 
get the tour started. “It’s always 
a thrill to go on tour, but this 
year is going to be so special 

because we get to be with not 
only our friends but a great 
band, Switchfoot! Southern 
boys meet Southern California 
boys, which will be a fun time 
for all!”

Switchfoot singer/guitarist 
Jon Foreman couldn’t agree 
more. “Been fans of Collec-
tive Soul and their songs from 
day one. Can’t believe it took 
this long for us to finally tour 
together. Psyched it’s finally 
happening!”

 Indian Ranch offers music 
lovers a chance to see some of 
the greatest country, classic rock 
and pop bands steps from Lake 
Chargoggagoggmanchaugga-

goggchaubunagungamaugg. 
Nestled between pine trees, the 
amphitheater offers the ability 
to see the stage from anywhere 
in the audience. More than a 
concert venue, Indian Ranch 
opened Samuel Slater’s Res-
taurant and is also home to the 
Indian Princess paddlewheeler 
and Indian Ranch Camp-
ground. Already on sale are 
concerts with Trace Adkins on 
June 5, The Outlaws on June 
11, The Mavericks on June 19, 
Michael Franti & Spearhead 
on July 2, Get The Led Out 
on July 8, Scotty McCreery on 
July 9, Little River Band on 
July 17, Three Dog Night on 

July 24, The Pike Hairfest on 
July 30, TESLA on July 31, 
“Weird Al” Yankovic on Au-
gust 5, and ABBA The Con-
cert on August 12. More shows 
will be announced soon.

Tickets are available on-
line at www.indianranch.com, 
by calling 1-800-514-ETIX 
(3849) or at the Indian Ranch 
Box Office.  All events are rain 
or shine. No refunds. Indian 
Ranch is located at 200 Gore 
Road in Webster. For more 
information, visit www.indian-
ranch.com.

Switchfoot

Collective Soul

BRWA film explores history, 
identity of Pakachoag

A forty five-minute film, 
Packachoag: Where the River 
Bends, will be shown at 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday, May 18 in 
Community Rooms A and B 
of the Grafton Public Library, 
as part of the Blackstone River 
Watershed Association’s an-
nual meeting.

The viewing will be fol-
lowed by a Q-and-A with Co-
lin Novick and Cheryll Toney 
Holley. A brief business meet-
ing will precede the presenta-
tion at 6:30 p.m. for the elec-
tion of officers and to welcome 
new members to the Board of 
Directors and new members to 
the BRWA.

Where the River Bends is 
a documentary that explores 
the history and identity of 
Pakachoag, the largest of three 
Nipmuc villages that make up 
present-day Worcester. Pak-
achaog centers on the large 
hill in South Worcester that 
is now also the site of the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross, Quin-
sigamond Village and part of 
Auburn.

The film explores the area 
before, during and after Co-
lonial contact, including how 
the growth of Holy Cross has 
engaged with and erased that 
history.

Produced by a team of pro-

fessors and creatives at Holy 
Cross in collaboration with 
the Greater Worcester Land 
Trust, the film describes the 
connection of the Nipmuc peo-
ple to the land of Packachoag 
Hill and to the Blackstone 
River that bends around it.

Viewers will be led on a 
walking tour of important Nip-
muc sites such as Pakachoag 
Spring and “Kattatuck,” the 
original name of the Black-
stone River. Thomas Dough-
ton (Nipmuc), senior lecturer 
at Holy Cross in the school’s 

Center for Interdisciplinary 
Studies, and Colin Novick, 
environmental historian and 
executive director of the Great-
er Worcester Land Trust, lead 
the tour. Cheryll Toney Hol-
ley, leader of the Hassana-
misco Band of Nipmuc, gives 
testimony to the Nipmuc pres-
ence in the Blackstone Valley 
today.

The BRWA is offering this 
event with a virtual option. 
Contact info@thebrwa.org or 
call 508-278-5200 with ques-
tions or for more details.

EXCLUSIVE CHECKING OFFER

when you open a  
FREE Basic Checking account. 

•  FREE  mobile banking with Touch ID®, Face ID® and Zelle®

• FREE online banking and bill pay

• FREE of monthly service charges

•  FREE access to thousands of SUM® Network ATMs  
nationwide*

Open an account in-branch or at bankHometown.com

 ENJOY A 

CASH 
BONUS 

Member FDIC | Member DIF | NMLS #: 402413

* Not responsible for surcharges or fees imposed by other banks, ATM operators and/or networks based outside of the continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii or U.S. 
Territories. Zelle and the Zelle related marks are wholly owned by Early Warning Services, LLC and are used herein under license. 

Turn Your Old Jewelry into

CASH
HIGHEST PRICE PAID

for your Diamonds, Gold, Silver & Platinum
GOLD IS TRADING AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!!

Available for a private consultation

508-839-0028
Rte. 122, One Hollywood Dr., North Grafton

HRS.: Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fridays 10am-4pm

http://www.indianranch.com/
http://www.indianranch.com/
http://www.indianranch.com/
http://www.indianranch.com/
mailto:info@thebrwa.org
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Shine Your Light Chalk Festival is May 12
Student artists at Blackstone 

Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (BVT) 
will get creative for a cause by 
sharing their personal stories 
through their artwork to help 
raise awareness of mental health 
and support teen suicide preven-
tion.

Art Heals: Shine Your Light 
Chalk Festival on Thursday, 
May 12, is all about the healing 
power of art. The school campus 
at 65 Pleasant St. in Upton will 
come alive with color, creativity 
and meaning as student artists 
create unique sidewalk chalk 
murals that reflect their mental 
health stories on the theme of 

light and how “art heals.” In 
collaboration with the School 
Based Health Center, they will 
showcase art as a positive way 
of expressing emotions, dimin-
ishing negative feelings and 
thoughts.

Later that evening, the com-
munity is welcome to attend an 

evening chalk walk from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. to view the completed 
masterpieces. The event is free 
and open to the public.

This event is possible in 
partnership with BVT’s Visual 
Arts Department and School 
Based Health Center and sup-
ported by grants from Grafton, 

Mendon, Milford and Millville 
cultural councils (Mass. Cul-
tural Council’s Local Cultural 
Councils Program).

Chalk work like this will be 
on display at Blackstone Valley 
Tech on May 12.

BVT students earn 102 SkillsUSA Medals 
at District V Competition

UPTON – Blackstone Val-
ley Regional Vocational Tech-
nical High School students 
had an opportunity to test their 
vocational-technical competency 
by competing with other trained 
career and technical education 
students from six vocational high 
schools during the first of three 
SkillsUSA competitions. On 
March 16, 218 BVT students 
competed in the annual Skill-
sUSA Massachusetts District 
V Competition with outstanding 
outcomes.

The competition allows 
students to demonstrate their 
vocational-technical education, 
skills, and knowledge with Skill-
sUSA employment and trade 
tests. Successfully demonstrat-
ing their knowledge in their 
career technical area of study, 
employability skills, and safety, 
student-competitors from BVT 
proudly claimed 33 gold, 37 sil-
ver, 32 bronze medals and swept 
11 categories.

Seventy-seven students will 

advance from districts to com-
pete amongst the most talented 
vocational-technical students 
in the Commonwealth at the 
SkillsUSA Massachusetts State 
competition held at BVT in late 
April. An additional twenty-
eight students will go directly to 
the state competition, and twen-
ty-five student delegates will rep-
resent BVT. The complete list 
of medalists is available at www.
valleytech.k12.ma.us/skillsusa.

BVT students who earned 
medals at the SkillsUSA Mas-
sachusetts District V Leader-
ship Conference  from Grafton, 
Millbury and Sutton are:

Grafton
Gold: Noelle McDonald, 

Carpentry
Silver:  Stephen Bayreuther, 

Mechatronics; Baraka Consueg-
ra, Mechatronics; Juliana Err-
ara: Medical Math; and Owen 
Mathieu, HVAC/R

Bronze: Sophia Yitts, Res-
taurant Service

Millbury

Gold: Julia Allain, Medical 
Math; Nicole Boucher, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; and Liam 
Meyer, Telecommunications 
Cabling

Silver:  Brooke Maguire, 
First Aid/CPR; and David 
Perry, Plumbing

Bronze:  Natalie Rutkiewicz, 
Esthetics

Sutton
Gold: Benjamin Judson, 

Automotive Refinishing Tech-
nology; and Brenna Kehowski, 
Medical Terminology

Silver: Makayla Dunton: 
Restaurant Service; Samuel 
Judson, Technical Drafting; and 
Camilla Moroney, Nurse As-
sisting

Bronze:  Ryan Cyronak, Ad-
ditive Manufacturing; Ethan 
Gervais, Team Works; Ryann 
Lombardi, Basic Health Care; 
Caroline Martin, Urban Search 
& Rescue; and Marcel Pe-
ladeau, Welding

 

GET THE HELP 
YOU NEED 

CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Our experts have been serving the financial 
needs of the community for over 152 years!

Call or email Karen for 
competitive rates for 

conventional and jumbo 
mortgages today!

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF

Whether you’re building or buying a new home, 
want to make improvements to your current 

home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.

Karen Beane 
VP, Mortgage Consultant

Karen.Beane@unibank.com
508.769.3816 • NMLS #485228

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/skillsusa
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/skillsusa
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Grapple Pie
By Christine Galeone

These days, it seems 
like everyone is grap-
pling with something. If 
it’s not a health, personal 
or professional issue, it’s 
a national or global ca-
lamity that we’re wres-
tling with in some way. 
But while we’re grap-
pling with whatever it is, 
we could all use a bit of 
comfort.

And what’s more 
comforting than a warm 
slice of homemade pie? 
Only a warm slice of 
healthier homemade 
pie. Grapple (grape apple) pie 
seems to be the ideal solution.

Until recently, I had never 
heard of grape apple pie. But 
I’m glad that I did. All four of 
the simple ingredients in this 
recipe have health benefits.

In addition to being rich in 
copper and vitamin k, grapes 
contain several other vitamins 
and minerals. They also contain 
anthocyanins, which seem to 
beneficial for our hearts. And 
they contain the phytochemi-
cal known as resveratrol, which 
might be helpful in improving 
the health of arteries. Resve-
ratrol may also help improve 
cognition, making grapes brain 
healthy as well as heart healthy. 

Apples are heart healthy 
as well, and they are believed 
to also be beneficial for lung 
health.  Cinnamon has anti-
oxidant properties. And car-
damom, which is a source of 
vitamin c, riboflavin, niacin, 
magnesium and potassium, has 
anti-inflammatory properties 
and can protect against oxida-
tive stress that causes various 
health conditions. 

The recipe below is also 

healthier because it contains no 
added sugar. And making the 

pie crust from scratch is healthier 
than buying processed refriger-
ated unbaked pie crusts. 

Grapple Pie

Pie Crust Ingredients:
2 Cups of Flour 
¾ Cup of Butter (melted to 

the consistency of shortening)
½ tsp. Baking Powder
½ tsp. Salt (omit if using 

salted butter)
½ tsp. white vinegar
10 tbsp. cold water

Directions:
Combine flour, baking pow-

der and salt in a large bowl.
Cut in butter until like peas.
Sprinkle vinegar over the mix-

ture. 
Sprinkle 1 tbsp. of water over 

part of mixture, toss with a fork, 
and move moistened dough to 
the side of the bowl.  Repeat 
with the rest of the mixture, until 

it’s all moistened.
Gather dough into two balls, 

and flatten by pressing the side 
of your hand into each ball (on 
a floured surface) three times 
horizontally and three times ver-
tically.

Roll each ball of dough into a 
1/8 inch thick pie crust.  

Pie Filling Ingredients:
5 Medium Apples (washed, 

peeled, cored and sliced)
1 Cup of Washed and 

Halved Red Seedless Grapes 
(or another seedless variety)

1 tsp. Cinnamon
½ tsp Cardamom

Directions:
Pre-heat the oven to 400 de-

grees.
In a large bowl, combine the 

apples, grapes, cinnamon and 
cardamom

Spoon the mixture into the 
unbaked pie shell.

Cover and seal the pie with 

the top crust, make some small 
cuts in the top center of the 
crust, and bake the pie for about 
45 minutes. 

 It’s true that there doesn’t 
seem to be any shortage of 
problems in the world. But, at 
least, there’s currently no short-
age of apples or grapes. Happy 
(healthier) baking!

Rt. 140 & Ray Street
North Grafton, MA
508-839-6106

All-You-Can-Eat
Reservations recommended 8:00am-12:00pmReservations recommended 8:00am-12:00pm

BREAKFAST BUFFET

Lunch & Dinner Specials
from 1-9 p.m.

Join us forJoin us for
Mother’s DayMother’s Day

TheThe
Post OfficePost Office

PUBPUB

Classic & Gourmet  Pizzas   Paninis

Piadinas   Salads    Gluten Free
27-C Galaxy Pass, (next to Market 32) 

Sutton, MA
Open: Tues.-Fri. 11:30-9:30; Sat. 4-9:30; Sun. 11:30-9

(508) 917-8182

Online ordering

Healthier baking in the Blackstone Valley

Make Your Mother’s Day Reservations NOW!
9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon
508-473-5079  |  508-478-0871

www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England  New England  
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

45 River St., Millbury, MA
(508) 865-3377

Featured 
on

Look for our 
Delicious 
Lenten 
Menu!!

www.scalesseafood.com
Open: Thursday-Sunday

$5.00 OFF
Orders $30 or more

(one per party, not to be combined)

Fresh 
Seafood 

Year Round
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From hardwood or laminate to carpet or tile floors, 
our low price options will guarantee that you will find

 your perfect floor for your home!

*$300,000 worth of carpet inventory at HUGE savings!
*Get top quality products at AFFORDABLE prices!
*Order conveniently with our Shop At Home with FREE estimate.

www.eddysflooringamerica.com
3 James Street, Worcester, MA • 508-791-0987

Mon., Tues., Wed. 8am-5pm * Thurs.-Fri. 8am-8pm * Sat. 8am-5pm * Sun. 12pm-5pm

  BUY
LOCAL

“My Best Buy in 
66 Years!”

SALE
WILL BE

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

BOUGHT OUTBOUGHT OUT
all the flooring inventory from the largest 
New England furniture and carpet store

SHOP AT HOME
Call for

appointment
No obligation!

Largest Flooring 
Selections in
Central Mass.508-791-0987

12 months no Interest

Friends of the Grafton Public Library calendar
In celebration of the green 

building practices used during 
the library’s renovation and ex-
pansion project and Earth Day, 
The Friends of the Grafton 
Public Library encourage ev-
eryone in town to participate in 
this year’s Community Read. 
Stop by the Grafton Public Li-

brary (35 Grafton Common) 
to pick up a copy of the adult, 
young adult and / or children’s 
Community Read titles.

The adult title is The Over-
story by Richard Powers, the 
young adult title is Code Blue 
by Marissa Slaven, and the 
children’s titles are The Curious 

Garden by Peter Brown; The 
Trouble with Dragons by Deb 
Gliori and The Tree Lady by 
Joseph H. Hopkins, illustrated 
by Jill McElmurry. Please regis-
ter for programs online at: graf-
tonlibrary.org/events, visit the 
Community Read website 
at www.graftonlibrary.org/com-

munityread or call the Library at 
508-839-4649. If you have any 
questions about how to read or 
listen to the digital titles, how to 
get a physical copy of the book 
or how participate in the events, 
contact the Grafton Public Li-
brary at: info@graftonlibrary.
org

Programs for Adults:
Community Read Book 

Discussion: The Overstory by 
Richard Powers - Thursday, 
April 28, 7:00-9:00pm. The 
Friends of the Library Com-
munity Read discussion of the 
book The Overstory by Rich-
ard Powers, will be held at the 
library. The book is available 
at the library in regular print 
hardcover and oversized paper-
back, digital media player and 
as an audio on CD, so stop by 
the library to pick up a physi-
cal copy.  It is also available as 
an eBook and eAudio through 
Overdrive / Libby. “A novel 
of activism and natural-world 
power presents interlocking 
fables about nine remarkable 
strangers who are summoned in 
different ways by trees for an ul-
timate, brutal stand to save the 
continent’s few remaining acres 
of virgin forest.” This program 
is for adults.

There will be several oppor-
tunities to discuss the book on 
the following dates:

“Reads Well with Others” 
Book Group - Monday, April 
25 at 7:30pm

Community Read Book 
Discussion: The Overstory by 
Richard Powers - Thursday, 
April 28 7:00-9:00pm

Other Community Read 
Events:

Grafton Clean-Up Day 
Sponsored by the Grafton 
Garden Club, Saturday, April 
23 from 9:00am-12:00pm. 
Meet on the Grafton Common. 
For more information, contact 
Helen Blazis, Grafton Garden 
Club Chair, at markblazissafa-
ris@gmail.com.

Inspirational Book Group - 
Tuesday, April 26, at 7:30pm. 
The Inspirational book group 
will discuss Saving Us : a cli-
mate scientist’s case for hope 
and healing in a divided world 
by Kaharine Hayhoe. “Called 
“one of the nation’s most ef-
fective communicators on cli-
mate change” by The New 
York Times, Katharine Hay-
hoe knows how to navigate all 
sides of the conversation on 
our changing planet. A Cana-
dian climate scientist living in 
Texas, she negotiates distrust of 
data, indifference to imminent 
threats, and resistance to pro-
posed solutions with ease. Over 
the past fifteen years Hayhoe 
has found that the most impor-
tant thing we can do to address 
climate change is talk about 
it—and she wants to teach you 
how.” Copies will be available 
in regular print and audio on 

We are here to help!
www.hearjoyaudiology.com for online booking

HEAR JOY IS AN INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Dr. Rancourt has over 30 years 
of experience as an audiologist, 

serving newborns to elders.

Make this Spring a Fresh StartMake this Spring a Fresh Start
Enjoy the Sounds of SpringEnjoy the Sounds of Spring

Have you been putting off taking Have you been putting off taking 
care of your hearing, tinnitus care of your hearing, tinnitus 

or hearing aids? or hearing aids? 
Make this spring a fresh start.Make this spring a fresh start.

Continued on next page

http://graftonlibrary.org/events
http://graftonlibrary.org/events
http://www.graftonlibrary.org/communityread
http://www.graftonlibrary.org/communityread
mailto:info@graftonlibrary.org
mailto:info@graftonlibrary.org
mailto:markblazissafaris@gmail.com
mailto:markblazissafaris@gmail.com
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NORTH EDITION: Grafton, Millbury, Sutton, Upton

Total distribution in Douglas, 
Northbridge and Uxbridge

ads@theblackstonevalleyxpress.com

Help Community Harvest 
Project celebrate its 20th season 

Community Harvest Project 
(CHP) announces the opening 
of its 20th season of volunteer 
farming for hunger relief at its 
Grafton farm.  The public is 
invited to the farm on April 23 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm for 
an Open House to learn about 
volunteer opportunities. All vol-
unteer opportunities - drop in 
volunteers, greenhouse support, 
pruning crews, Tuesday crews, 
and more - are a great fit for re-
tirees, students, and anyone who 
likes to get their hands dirty. 
  CHP hosts thousands of vol-
unteers each year who plant, 
tend, and harvest the fresh pro-
duce they grow to feed those 
experiencing hunger in our com-
munity. CHP is actively recruit-
ing volunteers for roles such as 
Team Leaders - a special group 
of volunteers who guide diverse 
groups in daily farm activities - 
and more, at the April Open 
House. 

  Team Leading involves 
working with groups of all ages 
and abilities engaging them in 
farming activities. This includes 
creating opportunities for learn-
ing, and generating conversa-

tions with visitors about our mis-
sion and work.

  CHP volunteer Scott Rog-
ers said “I can think of no other 
place where you can spend just 
a few hours and come away with 
an understanding of the impact 
you have made. The tangible 
accomplishments of seedlings 
planted or produce harvested 
translates into satisfying meals 
for those that need them. 
There is a direct connection 
between “getting your hands 
dirty” and combating hunger.” 
  Community Harvest Project 
provides all volunteers with 
training and Team Leaders get 
additional training in leader-
ship, communications, and ef-
fective strategies to lead diverse 
populations. CHP guarantees 
all of our volunteers a meaning-
ful way to spend their mornings, 
and fulfilling work which has a 
direct impact on mitigating the 
effects of food insecurity in Mas-
sachusetts. Volunteer shifts run 
Monday through Saturday 9am 
to noon, May through October. 
Work with a great group of peo-
ple and help those in our com-
munity experiencing hunger. 

  Community Harvest Proj-
ect (CHP), a 501(c)3 orga-
nization and Points of Light 
Certified Service Enterprise, is 
dedicated to engaging and edu-
cating volunteers to grow fruits 
and vegetables for hunger relief. 
Through their volunteer farm-
ing, education, and leadership 
programs they bring thousands 
of community members together 
annually. In 2021 they hosted 
4,428 volunteers resulting in 
289,662 pounds of fruits and 
vegetables grown and donated 
through partnerships includ-
ing the Worcester County Food 
Bank’s hunger relief network, 
Community Servings, and Hec-
tor Reyes House. Community 
Harvest Project provided over 
1,331,500 servings of fresh pro-
duce for individuals and families 
in need in Massachusetts who 
otherwise may not have had 
access. For more information 
about locations, programs, and 
impact, visit www.community-
harvest.org.  Contact Wayne 
McAuliffe Phone: 774-551-
6544 wayne@community-har-
vest.org.

PEDIATRIC DENTIST AND ORTHODONTIST 

OPENING AUGUST 2021

 

(508) 827-8777

 

7 8  W O R C E S T E R  S T R E E T ,

G R A F T O N ,  M A ,  0 1 5 3 6

 

 I N F O @ P E D I A T R I C D E N T A L O F G R A F T O N . C O M

C O M I N G  S O O N !

CALL US NOW TO SCHEDULE

AN APPOINTMENT!

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

(508) 827-8777(508) 827-8777

UniBank sponsoring UniPay Online 
Payment Solution Webinar

UniBank will be sponsoring 
a free UniPay Online Payment 
Solution Webinar for businesses 
and nonprofit organizations that 
are interested in offering an on-
line payment alternative as a so-
lution for customers and donors.

It’s a simple fact, according 
to UniBank: customers today 
expect the convenience of mak-
ing payments online. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, more and 
more customers have been seek-

ing online payment options to 
minimize in-person contact and 
to help with social distancing.

UniPay by UniBank is sim-
ple, efficient, secure and reliable 
and can help your business or 
nonprofit increase efficiencies. 
The solution is customizable 
and offers your business or non-
profit the ability to accept pay-
ments 24/7.

Join Kristy Genga, AVP 
from UniPay by UniBank, for 

a forty five-minute webinar on 
Wednesday, May 4 at 1:00 p.m. 
to learn how this solution can 
help your business or nonprofit 
and enhance your revenue col-
lections.

UniBank will waive the $250 
setup fee for the first twenty-five 
people to register and attend the 
webinar.

Visit unibank.com to sign up.

LIBRARY continued from 
previous page

CD, so stop by the library to 
pick up a physical copy.  It is 
also available as an eBook on 
Overdrive / Libby. This pro-
gram is for adults.

Blackstone River Watershed 
Association Annual Meet-
ing  - Wednesday, May 18 at 
6:30pm.

Programs for Children:
Bookworms Book Club 

Kindergarten – 1st Grade - 
Thursday, April 28 5:30-
6:00pm. Join Ms. Kristin for 
a fun book discussion for kids 
in kindergarten and first grade. 
Copies of the book, The Curi-
ous Garden, by Peter Brown, 
will be available for pick up at 
the library. It is also available 
as an audiobook on CD, a film, 
an eBook on Overdrive / Libby 
and an eFilm and eAudio on 
Hoopla. “Liam discovers a 
hidden garden and with careful 
tending spreads color through-
out the gray city.” Registration 
is required.

Bookworms Book Club 2nd- 
3rd Grade - Monday, April 28 
6:15-6:45pm. Join Ms. Kris-
tin for a fun book discussion 
for kids in second and third 
grade. Copies of the book, The 
Trouble with Dragons, by Debi 
Gliori, will be available for pick 
up at the library.  “When drag-
ons cut down too many trees, 
blow out too much hot air, and 
do other environmental dam-
age, the future looks grim, but 
other animals advise them on 

how to mend their ways and 
save the planet.” Registration 
is required.

Bookworms Book Club 
4th – 5th Grade - Thursday, 
April 28 7:00-7:30pm. Join 
Ms. Kristin for a fun book dis-
cussion for kids in fourth and 
fifth grade. Copies of the book, 
The Tree Lady : the true story 
of how one tree-loving woman 
changed a city forever by Joseph 
H. Hopkins and illustrated by 
Jill McElmurry, will be avail-
able for pick up at the library. 

It is also available as an eBook 
on Overdrive / Libby. “Learn 
about Katherine Olivia Ses-
sions who brought trees to San 
Diego and created what even-
tually became Balboa Park.” 
Registration is required.

For more information about 
any of the Grafton Friends of 
the Library Community Read, 
please contact the library 
at info@graftonlibrary.org or 
call the library at 508-839-
4649.

http://www.community-harvest.org
http://www.community-harvest.org
mailto:info@graftonlibrary.org
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GRAFTON FLEA 
MARKET, INC.

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
OUTDOOR - INDOOR

6 A.M.-4 P.M.
NEW! Outdoor Beer and Wine Garden Now Open!

•Acres of Bargains •Hundreds of Vendors•Thousands of Buyers
52nd Season

Rte. 140, Grafton/Upton town line
Grafton Flea is the Place to be!

Selling Space 508-839-2217   www.graftonflea.com

Quality construction since 1975
• Custom Homes   • Additions   • Garages

Fully Insured & Licensed #008182

Website: Heneyconstruction.com
Email: djh@heneyconstruction.com
Mobile: 508-922-9253   Office: 508-476-7900 X12 

RETAIL METAL SALES
Open To The Public

508-765-4929
529 Ashland Ave • Southbridge

accuratemetalsales.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Design Services

Mig & Stick Welding 

AWS D1.1 

Mild Steel • Stainless Steel
Aluminum • Abrasion Resistant

Hot Rolled • Cold Rolled 

Sheared • Plasma Cut • Bent
Rolled • Saw Cut • Punched

Drilled • Welded • Fabricated

Whether you need 1 piece 
or a truck load, we can 

accommodate you!

CCURATE METAL
Sales & Fabrication

A Division of Industrial Transfer & Storage, Inc

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction

• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

• lawn Care • MulCh

Eben Thompson

Memorial Day Parade returns this year
Absent from community life for the past three years, the town of Northbridge’s Memorial Day 

Parade will return in 2022, thanks to the Blackstone Valley Veterans Association.
The event will be held on May 30th starting at 9:30 a.m.
“It is time to honor our fallen heroes again,” the BVVA says.
Individuals and organizations interested in participating are encouraged to contact Dan Lessard at 

derbydan476@gmail or 508-476-2836.

Narragansett Bay trip and 
more for Millbury seniors

The Millbury Senior Center 
announces the following activi-
ties.

Narragansett Bay Light-
house & Cruise Trip

Tuesday, June 28th, depart 
from the Senior Center at 9:30 
a.m., return at 5:30 p.m. Trip 
includes a delicious full-course 
meal served at the Quonset 
Point Officer’s Club (choice of 
baked scrod or baked chicken 
with lemon). After lunch you 
will board the Millennium Ferry 
for a narrated Narrangansett 
Bay Lighthouse tour including 
ten beautiful lighthouses along 
with a historic Newport Harbor 
Tour. Trip including meal and 
cruise is $110.00 (price also 
includes gratuity for the driver). 
Minimum of fifteen people. For 
more information or to RSVP 
call 508-865-0154.

Herbert Berg Florist of 
Worcester Arrangement 
Class

Once every month. Take 
home a floral arrangement that 
you create! Class dates and 
price varies on type of floral 
project. For more information or 
to sign up call 508-865-9154.

Memory Café
Join us on Tuesday, April 

26th from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Enjoy live acoustic music along 
with refreshments. A Memory 
Café is a monthly gathering for 
people with memory loss/chal-
lenges and their care partners. It 
is a time to socialize, make new 
friends and have a good time. 
We are also looking for volun-
teers to assist with this program! 
Out outreach worker, Julie 
Fitzgerald, is happy to answer 
any questions; call to RSVP at 
508-865-9154.

Computer/Cell Phone 
Classes

Every Thursday from 2:30 
to 3:30 p.m. If you need help 

or have questions on how to use 
your devices, call the Center to 
RSVP, 508-865-9154.

Worcester County Sher-
iff ’s House Numbering 
Program

Designed to assist emergency 
personnel in locating homes. 
Will create a custom wooden 
house number sign free of 
charge. If interested come by the 
Center or call 508-865-9154.

Meet with a representa-
tive from Sen. Moore’s of-
fice

Wednesday, May 11th, one 
Wednesday every month from 
11:00 a.m. to noon. All are 
welcome to meet and discuss 
issues of importance or who are 
looking for assistance. Call 508-
865-9154.

Senior Work-off Pro-
gram

Receive up to $1500 per 
year that can be used to pay real 
estate property tax in return for 
voluntary service at a town de-
partment. Call 508-865-9154.

Covid-19 Booster Vac-
cine Appointments

We will assist Millbury se-
nior residents if you do not have 
access to a computer and need 
help scheduling an appointment 
for the Booster. Call 508-865-
9154.

Senior Center Exercise 
Classes

Light exercise classes, Mon-
days and Fridays, 9:30-10:15 
a.m. (free)

Tai Chi, Tuesdays 9:30-
10:30 a.m. ($3)

Yoga, Thursdays 9:00-10:00 
a.m. ($3).

Senior Center Activities
WII Bowling, Mondays at 

12:30 p.m.
Mahjong, Mondays at 12:45 

p.m.
Blood Pressure Clinic, every 

Tuesday from 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m.

Cribbage, Tuesdays at 1:00 
p.m.

Social Bingo, Wednesdays at 
1:00 p.m. Bring your pennies!

Coloring, Thursdays at 
10:00 a.m.

Dull Men’s Club, Thursdays 
10:00-11:00 a.m. No reserva-
tions required for any of our ac-
tivities or exercise classes.

Lunches are served Monday 
through Friday at noon at the 
Senior Center. The menu is 
available on the town website, 
www.townofmillbury.org. Or on 
our Millbury Facebook page. A 
48-hour reservation is required.

Millbury Friendly Visitor 
Program

The Millbury Senior Cen-
ter’s Friendly Visitor Program is 
a service that we provide to the 
seniors in our community. This 
program offers companionship 
and support to our elderly here 
in town. Volunteers can assist 
people at their homes, make a 
weekly friendly phone call or 
provide transportation for those 
who would like to visit and meet 
at the Senior Center. Call 508-
865-9154.

Millbury Senior Center 
Transportation

Transportation is provided 
for Millbury senior residents 
Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. We trav-
el one town out in each direction 
including Sutton, Grafton, Au-
burn and Worcester. A 48-hour 
notice is required for scheduling 
rides (business days). Rides are 
free until July 1st. Call 508-
865-9154.

SNAP applications (food 
stamps)

Our appointments are on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Call 
for an appointment and required 
documentation.

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

http://www.townofmillbury.org
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Come work for an awesome team, and be proud of the work you do! 

Job Corps is a career training and education program for students ages 16 through 24 who 
meet low-income requirements, designed to help students find a path to personal and career 
success.

We are recruiting for the following positions:

 Assistant Cooks
 New Student -Career Prep Advisor
 Job Placement-Career Transition Specialist
 Driver/Maintenance
 Bookkeeper
 Records Officer
 Residential Advisor
 Administrative Assistant-Education and Training
 Purchasing Assistant

We offer a robust benefit package for full time employees working 30 hours a week or more! 
This includes: Medical/Dental/Vision, Health Saving/Flexible Spending Account, Group Term 
Life and A&D, Voluntary Life and AD&D, Short/Long Term Disability, 401K (after one year of 
service), vacation/sick time and 11 paid holidays. Adams and Associates, Inc. is a 100% 
employee-owned organization employing more than 2,000 staff members at 17 locations, 
including 13 Job Corps sites across the country. We provide academic and vocational training 
services to approximately 11,000 young people from ages 16 to 24 each year. Adams has 
offices in Reno, NV, Columbia, MD, and Worcester, MA to provide support and expertise to our 
Job Corps locations. We are an  Equal Opportunity Employer

Careers Begin Here!

Job Corps is a career training and education program for students ages 16 through 24 who meet low-income requirements, 
designed to help students find a path to personal and career success.
We are recruiting for the following positions:

      • Assistant Cooks
      • Bookkeeper
      • Residential Advisor
      • Residential Coordinator
      • Medical Clerk part-time, 20 hours/week
      • Career Transition Specialist

We offer a robust benefit package for full time employees working 30 hours a week or more! This includes: Medical/Dental/
Vision, Health Saving/Flexible Spending Account, Group Term Life and A&D, Voluntary Life and AD&D, Short/Long Term 
Disability, 401K (after one year of service), vacation/sick time and 11 paid holidays. Adams and Associates, Inc. is a 100% 
employee-owned organization employing more than 2,000 staff members at 17 locations, including 13 Job Corps sites 
across the country. We provide academic and vocational training services to approximately 11,000 young people from ages 
16 to 24 each year. Adams has offices in Reno, NV, Columbia, MD, and Worcester, MA to provide support and expertise to 
our Job Corps locations. We are an  Equal Opportunity Employer

Careers Begin Here!

Come work for 
an awesome 
team, and be 
proud of the 
work you do! 

Grafton’s Business Scene – April 2022
by Christine Galeone

For families and individuals, 
it’s important to have things to 
anticipate each year. It can be 
as simple as the first day that it’s 
warm enough to have that morn-
ing coffee on the deck. Or it can 
be as elaborate as a summer fam-
ily vacation.

For communities, it’s also 
important. Thankfully, in recent 
weeks, some popular Grafton 
businesses have re-opened their 
doors and order windows. And 
in the coming days and weeks, 
some much-anticipated annual 
events will be held.  

One North Grafton farm that 
– like last year – re-opened earli-
er than in previous years is Houl-
den Farm. The multi-generation-
al family-owned business sells a 
variety of its produce along with 
dairy items, baked goods and 
more. While its farm stand re-
opened April 7, its Sunflower 
Shanty beer garden will re-open 
with live music on Saturday May 
7. The farm also has a family-
friendly animal enclosure, where 
families can visit with goats. And 
the venue can now be rented for 
special events.    

To the delight of many local 
gardeners, Perreault Nursery & 
Landscape Supply, which is lo-
cated in North Grafton as well, 
also re-opened recently. Among 
other things, it sells a wide array 
of flowers, bushes, trees, mulch, 

yard and garden supplies, fairy 
garden supplies and gifts.  Addi-
tionally, its landscape design and 
installation services are available 
for purchase.

In North Grafton, another 
seasonal business re-opened its 
order windows during the be-
ginning of April. The return of 
those familiar long lines at Swirls 
& Scoops, an ice cream and fro-
zen yogurt shop, is something 
that many local kids and adults 
look forward to every year. 

Another Grafton business 
that just returned is the Grafton 
Flea Market. Recently sold by 
the original owner, Harry Pe-
ters, who started the indoor and 
outdoor flea market in 1970, to 
Tam Nguyen and Dung Kim 
Do of Worcester for $1.65 mil-
lion total, the flea market will 
continue to  feature hundreds of 

vendors – including Peters – and 
a casual restaurant. It will remain 
open every Sunday, through De-
cember, from 6 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
It will also be open on Memorial 
Day, Monday May 30.

The Grafton Garden Club 
has a few annual events for 
residents to look forward to. On 
Saturday, April 23 from 9 a.m. 
until noon, the nonprofit will 
hold its annual Grafton clean-up 
day. Volunteers are invited to join 
club members on the Grafton 
Common for coffee and donut 
holes before picking up special 
trash collection bags to help them 
tidy up the town. On Saturday 
May 7, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
at the same location, the club will 
hold its annual plant sale, bake 
sale and raffles. Additionally, 
the club is now accepting appli-
cations to utilize a free 20-feet by 

20-feet garden plot for 2022 in 
the Lee Knowlton Community 
Garden. More information can 
be found on the club’s website, 
graftongardenclub.org.       

Another annual plant sale will 
return as a hybrid event this year. 
On Friday May 6 through Fri-
day May 13, Community Har-
vest Project will hold its annual 
Plantapalooza online fundraiser. 
Plants can be ordered online 
and picked up on Friday May 
13. The North Grafton non-
profit farm that supports hunger 
relief in Massachusetts will also 
hold the fundraiser plant sale in 
person on Saturday May 14 at 
its farm. The online store can 
be found by going to https://
community-harvest.org/events/.

One fun annual event for 
seniors throughout Worcester 
County is the county’s Sher-
iff ’s Annual Senior Picnic Free 
Drive-Thru Spectacular. It will 
be held Saturday June 4 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at SAC Park 
in Shrewsbury. It will include a 
free barbeque meal, popcorn, 
ice cream sundaes, raffles and 
music. It’s open to the first 900 
senior citizens who register by 
Wednesday May 11 by calling 
508-796-2638 or emailing dos-
tiguy@worcestercountysheriff.
org.

Welcoming back these events 
and businesses has brought hap-
piness to many area residents. It 
has also strengthened the com-

munity in more ways than one.
Please note that this informa-

tion was correct at the time the 
column was written. However, 
because the pandemic is rap-
idly changing things, it’s best 
to check the websites and social 

media pages of any business to 
see if new changes have been 
implemented. Contact Christine 
with your business news items at 
cmgaleone15@gmail.com.  

Houlden Farm in North Grafton
(Courtesy of Houlden Farm’s 
Facebook Page)

mailto:dostiguy@worcestercountysheriff.org
mailto:dostiguy@worcestercountysheriff.org
mailto:dostiguy@worcestercountysheriff.org
mailto:cmgaleone15@gmail.com
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Specializing in
Seasonal Lawn & Shrub Maintenance

Bark Mulching • Lawns Thatched
Shrubs, Trees & Flowers Planted

Sodding & Seeding
Fall Clean-up • Snow Plowing

stevensandsonlawnmaintenance.com

Stevens & Son
Lawn Pro

508-832-7063  • 508-721-7772 
Auburn

Commercial - Residential

Rep. Muradian backs $350 million bond bill
State Rep. David Muradi-

an (R-Grafton) recently lent 
his support to a $350 million 
bond bill to help maintain 
municipal roads and bridges 
under the state’s Chapter 90 
program. The bill provides 
additional funding for several 
transportation-related munici-
pal grant programs.

House Bill 4638, An Ac 
financing improvements to 
municipal roads and bridges, 
will provide nearly $1.3 mil-

lion to the 9th Worcester Dis-
trict to assist with the upkeep 
of its local transportation in-
frastructure under the state’s 
Chapter 90 program, which 
is being funded at $200 mil-
lion for FY 2023. The bill 
was engrossed on a unani-
mous vote of 156-0 in the 
House of Representatives on 
March 30, but still requires 
Senate approval and Gov. 
Baker’s signature.

Specifically, the 9th 

Worcester District will receive 
the following:

• Grafton, $500,498
• Northbridge, $465,194
• Upton, $314,650

Established in 1973, the 
Chapter 90 program allo-
cates funding annually to all 
351 Massachusetts cities and 
towns, using a formula that 
takes into account the weight-
ed average of a community’s 
local road mileage (58.33%), 

population (20.83%) and 
employment (20.83%). The 
program provides funding on 
a reimbursable basis, with cit-
ies and towns paying upfront 
for eligible expenses before 
receiving state compensation.

Rep. Muradian said the 
House bill also authorizes 
$150 million in additional 
spending for five state grant 
programs that cities and towns 
can access for assistance in 
funding local transportation-
related initiatives, as follows:

• A $40 million increase 
for the construction, recon-
struction, resurfacing, repair 
and improvement of pave-
ment and surface conditions 
on non-federally-aided road-
ways;

• A $30 million increase 
in the municipal small bridge 
program, which supports the 
design, engineering, construc-
tion, preservation, reconstruc-
tion and repair of, or improve-
ments to, non-federally-aided 
bridges;

• A $25 million increase 
for the Complete Streets 

Program, which provides 
technical assistance and con-
struction funding to eligible 
municipalities seeking to pro-
vide safe and accessible travel 
mode options for people of all 
ages and abilities;

• A $25 million increase 
for grants to municipalities 
for the prioritization and en-
hancement of mass transit by 
bus; and

• A $25 million increase 
for grants to municipalities to 
expand access to mass transit 
and commuter rail stations.

During floor debate, Rep. 
Kelly Pease (R-Westfield) 
offered an amendment seek-
ing to increase the Chapter 
90 appropriation to $225 
million. Rep. Muradian sup-
ported this effort to provide 
additional road and bridge 
funding to cities and towns, 
but the amendment was de-
feated on a vote of 128-28.

Rep. Muradian noted that 
the Chapter 90 program is 
designed to help cities and 
towns address local transpor-
tation priorities by allowing 

funding to be used for a vari-
ety of construction purposes, 
including road resurfacing, 
sidewalk repairs, direction 
and warning signs, traffic 
signals, crosswalks, and street 
lighting.

Other eligible construction 
projects include structural 
work on bridges, culverts, 
footbridges and pedestrian 
bridges, and retaining walls.

Communities can also use 
Chapter 90 funding for the 
purchase or long-term lease of 
certain road-building equip-
ment specifically related to a 
Chapter 90 project, such as 
backhoes, catch basin clean-
ers, concrete mixers, exca-
vators and pavers. Certain 
consultant services are also 
eligible for Chapter 90 re-
imbursement, including civil 
engineering, land surveying 
services and environmental 
permitting support, as well as 
miscellaneous expenses such 
as salt storage sheds and ga-
rages for housing road-build-
ing equipment.

   

Uncle Ronnie’s
      Restaurant & Red TavernFine Food

& Spirits

2692 Victory Highway, Burrillville, RI • 401-568-6243
UncleRonniesRedTavern.com

Thursdays & Saturdays 
7:30 p.m.

Come Celebrate 
Mother’s Day 

with us on May 8th
We will be open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Offering limited items from our regular menu

~Kitchen Hours ~ Wednesday and Thursday 4-9pm 
Friday and Saturday 2-10pm • Sundays 11:30am-9pm

Lounge remains open later for 
cocktails and entertainment

GREAT 
LOCAL BANDS
Every
FridayOUTDOOR DINING

COMING SOON!

Quaker TavernQuaker Tavern
OUR 

PATIO PATIO 
IS IS 

OPEN!OPEN!
(weather

permitting)

466 Quaker Highway • Rte. 146A • Uxbridge, MA 466 Quaker Highway • Rte. 146A • Uxbridge, MA 

(508) 779-0901(508) 779-0901

TUESDAYS
TRIVIA TRIVIA 
NIGHTNIGHT
in the 

Lounge
Reservations 

Needed.

Saturday
Evening
Dana Dana 
LewisLewis
on guitar

in the
Lounge

OPENOPEN
Tuesday
through
Saturday
Noon to 

9pm



The Blackstone Valley Xpress • www.blackstonevalleyxpress.com • April 22, 2022   13

Registration, coffee, raffle and silent
auction bidding open - 10AM

Tee time - 11AM

Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres - 4PM

Auction/Raffle closes - 4:55PM

Buffet dinner - 5PM

Event concludes/Auction check out - 6PM

Putting contest on practice tee
throughout tournament play.

Lunch and buffet dinner included for all
players
Swag bag included  for all players
Raffle prizes and silent auction items 
Hole In One Contest! You could win
$20,000!

Single Player: $250 
Foursome: $1000
Dinner and Programs Only: $100 
(invite your spouse!)

TO REGISTER, PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://BLACKSTONEVALLEY.ORG/EVENTS/ 
IF YOU'RE A MEMBER, DON'T FORGET TO LOG IN TO GET SPECIAL PRICING!

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS OUT TO CMCBE, THE 501c3 ARM OF THE 
CHAMBER IN ORDER TO QUALIFY AS A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION!

MAY 9,  2022 
PLEASANT VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB,

95 ARMSBY RD.  SUTTON, MA
REGISTRATION AT 10AM

This is a major fundraiser for the Blackstone
Valley Chamber, Blackstone Valley
Education Foundation and the Blackstone
Valley Education Hub. Monies raised will
fund important programs to support
students and schools in the Blackstone
Valley. The mission of this tournament is to
enrich education and strengthen leadership
among students, teachers, businesses and
communities in the Blackstone Valley.

MPF spring clean-up
SUTTON/DOUGLAS -  

The Manchaug Pond Foundation 
will be holding their Spring Clean 
Up of scenic Manchaug Pond on 
Saturday, April 23. Volunteers are 
invited to join members and Friends 
of the Manchaug Pond Founda-
tion in cleaning up Manchaug 
Pond and its watershed. Volun-
teers with boats are also welcome 
to help clean up coves. Volunteer 
time will support the MPF’s third 
s319 Non-point Source Pollution 
Grant requirements which was 
awarded in the fall of 2020 by the 
Massachusetts Department of En-
vironmental Protection.

  The effort is scheduled to take 
place Saturday, April 23,  from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, with vol-
unteers meeting at the state public 
access boat ramp on Torrey Road 
in Sutton. Everyone will hit the 
pavement with garbage bags in 
hand to clean the roadsides, shore-
line, and boat ramp - all areas with-
in the Manchaug Pond watershed 
and volunteers are not required to 
stay for the duration of the clean 
up. Good company, beautiful scen-
ery, safety vests, rubber gloves, and 
garbage bags will be provided.

Rain date will be Sunday, April 
24, and the rain date notice will be 
posted on the Manchaug Pond 
Foundation’s Facebook page and 
website.

-The Manchaug Pond Founda-

tion’s educational events look to 
improve the water quality of the 
picturesque 380 acre community 
lake, which lies within Douglas 
and Sutton, through the education 
of the many users and watershed 
residents. Educational information 
on residential Low Impact Devel-
opment (LID) techniques such as 
landscaping with buffer zones and 
rain gardens to limit runoff of fer-
tilizer nutrients are available on the 
Foundation’s website. Educational 
materials have been made possible 
by the MPF’s previous two water 
quality grants awarded by the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Environ-
mental Protection. For more infor-
mation visit manchaugpond.org.

Millbury senior 
center calendar

MILLBURY - The Millbury Council On Aging, 1 River St. 
has listed the following calendar.

Narragansett Bay Lighthouse and cruise trip - Tuesday, June 28, 
depart from the Senior Center at 9:30 a.m. Return at 5:30 p.m. Trip 
includes a delicious full course meal at the Quonset Point Officer’s 
Club. Choice of fresh baked scrod or baked chicken with lemon. Af-
ter lunch you will board the Millennium Ferry for a narrated Narra-
gansett Bay, lighthouse tour including ten beautiful lighthouses along 
with a historic Newport Harbor Tour. Trip including meal and cruise 
is $111.00  (price also includes gratuity for the driver)

For more information or to RSVP call the center at 508-865-
9154.

Herbert Berg Florist arrangement class once every month. Take 
home a floral arrangement that you create. Class dates and price var-
ies on type of floral project includes all materials and instruction. 
Minimum of 15 people. For more information or to sign up for the 
next class call the center at 508-865-9154

Memory Cafe - Please join us on Tuesday, April 26,   2- 3:30  
p.m. Enjoy live  acoustic music along with refreshments. A Memory 
Café is a monthly gathering for people with memory loss/challenges 
and their care partners. It is a time to socialize, make new friends, 
and have a good time.   We are also looking for volunteers to assist 
with this program. Our Outreach worker, Julie Fitzgerald, is happy 
to answer any questions, call to RSVP 508-865-9154.

Computer/cell phone classes - every Thursday at 2:30 – 3:30 
p.m. If you need help or have questions on how to use your devices. 
Call the center to RSVP  508-865-9154.

Worcester County Sheriff ’s House Numbering Program
designed to assist emergency personnel in locating homes. Will 

create a custom wooden house number sign free of charge. If inter-
ested come by the Senior Center or call us at 508-865-9154.

    Meet with a representative from  Senator Moore’s office 
Wednesday, May 11 between 11 a.m.– 12  p.m. All are welcome to 
meet and discuss  issues of importance or looking for assistance. Any 
questions please call 508-865-9154.

Senior work - off program - For Eligible seniors, 60 or older that 
are residents of Millbury. Receive up to $1,500 per year that can be 
used to pay real estate property tax. In return for voluntary service at 
a town department. For more information or to pick up an application 
please call the center at 508-865-9154.

COVID 19 booster vaccine - We will assist Millbury Senior 
residents. If you do not have access to a computer and need help 
scheduling an appointment for the Booster. Please call the center at 
508-865-9154.

Senior Center exercise classes - Mondays and Fridays 9:30 – 
10:15 a.m. Free.

Tai Chi Tuesdays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. class is $3.
Yoga - Thursdays 9 – 10 a.m. Class is $3.
WII bowling - Mondays at 12:30  p.m.
Mahjong  - Mondays at 12:45 p.m.
Blood pressure clinic every Tuesday from 9 - 10 a.m.
Cribbage - Tuesdays at 1 p.m.
Social Bingo - Wednesdays at 1 p.m. Bring your pennies.
Coloring - Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Dull Men’s Club Thursdays at 10 – 11 a.m. No reservations 

required for any of our activities or exercise classes. Lunches are 
served Monday through Friday  12  p.m. at the Senior Center. The 
menu is available on the town website, www.townofmillbury.org  or 
our Millbury Senior Center Facebook page.  A 48 hour reservation 
is required.

http://manchaugpond.org/
http://www.townofmillbury.org/
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PRE-SEASON PRE-SEASON 
BIKE SALE!BIKE SALE!
e-bikes In e-bikes In 

StockStock

We Repair Bikes!

GIANT SPRING APPLIANCE SALE!
PRE-SEASON A/C’S – HUNDREDS IN STOCK! GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding
Luxury Suites Available

Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM
Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

Senior Center offers yoga, Zumba classes
The Uxbridge Senior Cen-

ter announces a live eight-week 
chair yoga class.

Yoga has been shown to im-
prove overall health when prac-
ticed regularly. Chair yoga is a 
gentle form of yoga that can be 
done while sitting. Some poses 
can also be done standing using 
a chair for support. Chair yoga 
can improve your flexibility, con-
centration and strength, while 
boosting your mood, and reduc-
ing stress and joint strain.

Other benefits include im-
proved balance to help prevent 
falls, increased energy, and im-
proved relaxation. The class will 
focus on stretching, breathing 
and allowing the mind to be still.

The program is scheduled to 
begin Thursday, May 5 from 
2:45 to 3:45 p.m. at the Senior 
Center’s satellite site which is 
the McCloskey School at 62 
Capron St. The instructor will 
be Dr. David Tapscott, certified 
yoga instructor.

Dr. Tapscott has been an in-
structor since 2014 and has a 
deep passion for yoga.

The class will run one hour, 
one day a week for eight weeks. 
The suggested donation cost for 
the class is $25. The class is 
open to all in the community in-
cluding non-Uxbridge residents. 
Checks should be made payable 
to the Uxbridge Senior Center. 
Participants should bring their 

own yoga mats and blocks, if 
possible.

The Senior Center is also of-
fering a live eight-week session of 
Zumba classes for seniors.

Zumba is a fitness program 
that fuses entertainment and cul-
ture into an exhilarating dance 
party workout.

The program starts Thurs-
day, May 5 from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. at the Senior Center satel-
lite site at the McCloskey School 
at 62 Capron St.

The benefits of Zumba in-
clude improved balance, range 
of motion and coordination. 
Additional benefits include in-
creased blood flow to the brain 
enhancing attention and concen-
tration skills, as well as burn-
ing calories and meeting new 
friends. The class is open to all, 
include non-Uxbridge residents.

Call the Uxbridge Senior 
Center at 5-8-278-8622 for 
more information and to receive 
an application and waiver forms 
prior to the start of the program.

The Senior Center is located 
at 36 So. Main St. and is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Help tell the story of newly opened Samuel Slater Experience
Slater Experience Guides are 

volunteer hosts of the Samuel 
Slater Experience (SSE) who 
support and enhance visitors’ 
experiences throughout their 
tour of the museum.

   As knowledgeable emissar-
ies, they greet visitors, assist with 
self-guided tours, supply transi-
tional and anecdotal information 
for each exhibit, explain the digi-
tal technology and techniques 
used, and answer specific ques-
tions about the Samuel Slater 
story, the founding of Webster, 
and the history of the Samuel 
Slater Experience.

Requirements
Slater Experience Guides are 

expected to share an interest and 
enthusiasm for the history of the 
American Industrial Revolu-
tion and the town of Webster.                                   
They should have good people 
skills and the ability to actively 
interact with children, school 
groups, and adults in public 
speaking settings.

Volunteer Experience Guides 
are asked to make a one-year 
commitment and be available 
for at least two 3-hour shifts per 
month during SSE’s hours of 
operation, including at least two 
weekend days each quarter.

   SSE will provide periodic 
training sessions covering all 
aspects of the museum, the tech-

nology, and the building. Slater 
Experience Guides must be 
able to attend Slater Experience 
Guide Orientation and Training 
and are expected to review ad-
ditional material as periodically 
provided or approved by SSE in 
order to stay up to date on any 
changes, additions or deletions, 
and to broaden their knowledge 
of our mission.

Benefits
Experience guides will re-

ceive a family pass for free en-
try to the museum during their 
tenure as volunteers. They will 
receive a 20% discount in the 
gift shop, a 20% discount on 
event rentals, and invitations to 

special events.
 For an application form, con-

tact Reanna Kuzdzal at 528-

461-2955 or email rkuzdzal@
samuelslaterexperience.org. Ap-
plicants will be asked to come in 

for an in-person interview.

mailto:rkuzdzal@samuelslaterexperience.org
mailto:rkuzdzal@samuelslaterexperience.org
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Living with Luke

Luke Valentino Comes Home

By Amy LeClaire

Luke Valentino entered my 
life on Friday, March 25 in the 
most peculiar way. I’d love to 
tell a story about how my puppy 
paraded through a pudgy pile of 
siblings to greet me, as though 
destined. “I’ve finally found 
you!”

Our story is less cliché.
He was nestled beside his 

brother, burying his face in a 
blanket before realizing what 
was happening. 
A person had 
come to meet 
the crew at a set 
and confirmed 
location to mark 
a second travel 
day (he had just 
been to the vet a 
day prior). One 
more person 
and one more 
activity gave 
Luke, at seven 
weeks old, one 
more reason to 
bury himself in 
the warmth of a 
brother. “I’m wiped.” 

His eyes met mine, and regis-
tered my face for a split second. 

“That’s him. That’s Luke,” 
I said. I recognized him im-
mediately from the picture sent 
a few days prior. He was a bit 
darker than the others, and a 
good size. The camera captured 
his essence in a perfect shot, one 
that melted my heart. Something 
about his expression held a calm 
and healing essence to correlate 
with his name: Luke Valentino. 
I knew him before I met him. He 
was the one. 

“I gotta’ get to the bottom of 
this.” As though searching for 
a treasure, he dug away at soft 
blankets which lined a clothes 
basket repurposed to be a travel-
bed for the ride home. Every 
now and then he looked up at me 
and broke into his heartbreak-
ingly miniature puppy smile. “I 
don’t really know you yet, but I 
feel you.” Then he peed on one 
of my old shirts.

We arrived home and intro-
duced our puppy to our yard, 
one we would later realize was 
overly full of mulch shards and 
acorns. He looked around and 
sniffed the air with hesitation. 
His short legs wobbled like a 
newborn lamb’s as he experi-
enced a whole new landscape, a 
view that seemed wide and mys-
terious next to the only one he 
knew with his mother and litter 
mates. “This is your new home, 
Luke.” I picked him and up 
and squeezed him close, already 

smitten by an indescribable love 
and prayer for a pup whose 
story was about to be written. 
“Luke Valentino – my love for 
you is endless.”

    We brought him inside. He 
looked around, still unsure, and 
found his bed, a cozy wooden 
crate which was lined with 
a thick, orthopedic dog mat-
tress, soft blankets, and stuffed 

animals. He crawled in and col-
lapsed safely in a corner while I 
breathed in a knowing sigh. The 
bed mattered; it was not an ex-
pense to be skimped on.

The next few days gave way 
to the intense work of a puppy 
and, along with that, progress.

Minutes streamed like a river 
of watercolors, blurring the lines 
between day and night while 
Luke gained our trust and kept 
us honest. “Are you really going 
to be here for me?” He wailed 
for us on the first dark night 
alone. We sat up like parents in 
an ER. “Did Lincoln do this?” 
We couldn’t remember. We 
had been wearing rose colored 
glasses for so long and felt like 
rookies. “It’s okay, Luke.” We 
stroked him, took him outside, 
gave him Nyla bones to chew 
on, and redirected curiosity 
gone chewy. When he attempted 
to squat, we scooped him up 
and praised him for going pee-
pee outside. We sauntered about 
our kitchen with bed head and 
slippers, pouring coffee for each 
other, and talking about poop. 
It was a new puppy thing. Late 
March weather happened to 
be atypically cold, down to the 
twenties at 2 a.m., but we cut our 
losses. Imagine days of torrential 
rain happening with a new pup!  
Neighbors and friends visited, 
showering little Luke with toys, 
countless hugs, and well wishes. 
We were exhausted but we were 
a team, unified by the bundle of 
joy Luke had brought us, just as 
Lincoln had eleven years ago.

A week passed and our pup’s 
progress had us breathless. 
Puppies are so impressionable. 
Given enormous attention, they 
learn how to survive with you 
comfortably and quickly. We 
gushed and bragged and vid-
eotaped every milestone. Our 
bashful puppy had grown into a 
confident member of our family. 
He knew he was loved. Lonely 

nights that had him whimper-
ing and confused became serene 
cuddle moments with Daddy, 
who shared his sweatshirt to 
sleep upon throughout lonely 
nights. He began to explore 
rooms and hallways that once 
seemed scary. He found Lin-
coln’s favorite spot beneath the 
island counter and sniffed with 
obsession. If I dared to walk 
across the driveway, creating a 
distance between us, he’d sit and 
stare up at me. “Don’t leave me! 
I like you!” He’d race towards 
me, his little legs surprisingly 
strong and assured, and we’d 
cuddle while he nibbled my 
sweatshirt tassel.

    I’ll never forget the first time 
he noted the hovering echo of a 
helicopter. The sound seemed 
great enough to swallow the sky. 
Maybe the sound could take 
Luke with him? He ran like a 
puppy actor auditioning for The 
Lion King during an adventure 
scene. He ran mightily and with 
record speed, straight towards 
the deck steps where, for the first 
time, he managed one step at a 
time, so as not to fall through the 
spaces between. I scooped him 
back into the house. “You’re 
okay, Luke.” Then he chewed 
on Daddy’s boot and forgot all 
about it. Luke was a survivor. In 
one week, he had learned that 
home is where the heart (and 
fun) is. 

The bed he had tentatively 
crawled into became a cave for 
hauling stuffed animals up-and-
into. He learned to master the 
art of the “running start” in or-
der to manage the big teddies. 
Occasionally he’d misjudge the 
physics and bounce off of the 
stuffed animal’s belly onto the 
floor. “I meant to do that.” A 
tenacious pup, he’d try and try 
again. He soared over the step-
down into our family room, and 
learned how to “sit” on com-
mand, given a kibble reward. 
He even exposed a rebellious 
side, dashing away from us in 
the yard, acorn in mouth, and 

changing direction like a ten-
nis player when we got close 
enough to snatch back the chok-
ing hazard. We were exhausted 
but so enamored by our March 
puppy, son of Mister Big and 
Molly of Cloverdale Goldens. 
We couldn’t wait to build more 
adventures with a puppy named 
Luke Valentino. We couldn’t 
wait to experience all that dogs 
do for us.

Stay tuned for more on Liv-
ing with Luke. Write to me. am-
yleclaire@hotmail.com

• Grooming
• Daycare
• Boarding
by Kelly Hauk

www.barknbubblesmillbury.com

154 Riverlin St.
Millbury, Ma. 01527
508-865-8155

BEST OF CENTRAL MASS
Best Pet Groomer 2016 & 2017

SM 
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Permanent Teeth on Implants

All in one office… The most advanced
“teeth in a day” solution in the world is HERE

Swati Agnihotri, DMD  - Marc Bou-Abboud, DMD  - Sonya Shafique, DMD
Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Whitinsville, MA  - Wellesley, MA

See more REAL Before and After 
cases actually done by our doctors at

www.DrTubo.com

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

This is NOT a denture! This is 
permanent teeth on implants

@whitinsvillefamilydentistry
@dr.jasontubo
@dr_swati_agnihotri

before

after

Tales from beyond

What Are Witch Windows
By Thomas D’Agostino
www.tomdagostino.com

New England has a lot of ex-
clusive and strange customs and 
superstitions that have been a 
perennial staple of our culture 
since the first settlers landed 
here. Although many have 

faded with time into obscurity, 
some not only still thrive but can 
also be seen as one travels the 
highways and byways of the re-
gion. One of these customs can 
be seen mainly in Vermont and 
is known as the “Witch Win-
dow.” The origins of this name 
are lost to obscurity, but the 

strange slanted window easily 
distinguishes their existence be-
tween the eave of the home and 
addition just below, running 
parallel with the roof angle. 
   Witch windows originated 
in the Green Mountain State 
sometime around the 19th cen-
tury. The name actually refers 

to a superstition that witches 
cannot maneuver their broom-
sticks sideways, so by placing 
the window at a 45-degree an-
gle, a witch cannot enter your 
home through that window. 
This seems relatively weak in 
theory as all the other windows 
in the home are installed at the 

usual angles. If a witch really 
wanted to enter the home, it 
could easily pick another open-
ing more suitable for entry. 
   Another term for these ex-
amples of peculiar architecture 
is “coffin windows,” which is 
even more unusual than the for-
mer. This name came from the 
thought that rather than lugging 
a heavy-laden coffin down the 
winding staircase of the home, 
the angled window would allow 
the coffin to be slid right side up 
out the window onto the roof of 
the addition and carefully low-
ered to the ground. This seems 
rather irrational in thought 
and practicality, especially for 
Vermonters who are known for 
their common sense and ingenu-
ity. If someone were to die up-
stairs, would it not be easier to 
bring the deceased downstairs 
to the coffin rather than carry 
the coffin upstairs to the dead? 
   Many years ago, I saw my 
first witch window while trav-
eling along Route 25 in Ver-
mont. It struck me as odd at 
first, but its purpose immediate-
ly seemed as plain and evident 
as could be. The first story ad-
dition may have covered the old 
window. Thus, being practical 
and not having access to the big 
box stores we have today, the 
owner reinstalled the window 

to easily fit in the angled space 
between the addition and eave, 
instead of building a dormer for 
an upright window. Why do 
you ask? Easy answer; to let 
light into the upstairs room that 
would otherwise be dark after 
the addition was put in place. 
   The expansion of the home 
led to having the second-floor 
window covered by the new 
roof. Vermont farmers would 
not have wasted anything if 
they could help it. Materials 
were hard to come by, and that 
window was going to be used. 
The only place it would fit 
was where you see them today. 
   So, we have superstition, cus-
tom, and practicality. Is it all 
three, or just one reason these 
amusing additions exist, mainly 
on Vermont homes? If you hap-
pen upon a house with a witch 
window and the owner is out-
side, stop and ask him about 
the witch window. Don’t be 
surprised if he looks at you with 
a severe yet sincere expression 
on his face as he asks, “witch 
window?” Seeing one while 
driving the roads of Vermont 
is almost as exciting as seeing 
a moose or bear, but a heck of 
a lot safer.

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V
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FOR YOUR NEXT PRO
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!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

Q. I am wondering if you might know the fix to hood vibr ation 
up by the windshield. I hear it, feel it and see it when I drive on the 
highway at 75 miles per hour. I’m adjusting the hood bumpers to see 
if that fixes the problem but so far, if that’s the fix, it isn’t working. Any 
suggestions? 

A. I would start by making sure you have cured any vibrations 
in the car first. The visual shake in the hood could be a result of an out 
of balance tire, damaged wheel or even driveline related. My first step 
would be to check and rebalance the four tires. 

Q. I have a 2006 Hyundai Azera and it has been sitting outside 
in the driveway for almost a year.  I had to boost the battery once but 
didn’t drive it. Now I can’t drive it because the battery is dead again.  Do 
I need a new battery? 

A. Realistically after the jump start the battery should have been 
charged on a battery charger. Depending on the battery condition and 
the battery charger, this could take 6 to 24 hours. More than likely af-
ter all this time the battery needs replacement. In addition, the gasoline 
could have become stale and may cause some drivability issues with the 
car. Even the brakes could have become rusted after sitting unused for a 
year. At this point the best thing to do would be to have the car towed to 
a repair shop so the entire car can be evaluated to insure it is safe. 

Q. I have a 2018 Buick Encore and a so called “Bumper to 
Bumper Warranty”. I purchased the vehicle used on Dec 10, 2021, 
from a car dealer with a 90-day Bumper to Bumper Warranty. On or 
about the 70th day of ownership, and less than 550 miles since pur-
chased, I noticed that the passenger side front bumper was disengaging 
from the vehicle where the bumper and headlight area merge. I pushed 
it in, but it soon popped out again. I called the dealer about the prob-
lem, and they set me up with an appointment, Feb 24, 2022, with their 
service department. They viewed the area were the bumper popped and 
advised they would get back to me about a solution. 15 days later they 
called and advised that the estimate to fix would cost over $535.00 and 
could be more, all of which would be my responsibility to pay. Oddly, 
the Bumper-to-Bumper Warranty does not cover bumpers. I searched 
the internet to see if Buick had any service bulletins on this problem but 
could not find any as the body shop manager at the dealership indicated 
it was not a rare problem.  Do I have any recourse? 

A. The used car Bumper to Bumper warranty typically covers 
mechanical issues and not body repairs. Buick did issue a technical ser-
vice bulletin that describes this problem and a repair solution. There was 
a technical service bulletin issued, but not a recall or warranty extension, 
so at this point you would be responsible for the repair. That being said, 
if you purchased the car from a Buick dealer and there shows no previous 
body repairs, it is worth suggesting that Buick, the dealer and you split 
the coast of the repair. 

Q. From day one the “auto on high beam” feature on my 2019 
Acura MDX has worked maybe once that I recall. Whenever I bring 
the car in for service, I mention it to the dealer, and they tell me “nothing 
is wrong and we’ve adjusted the sensitivity.” I have a friend who owns 
the same car and tells me he has no issues and has had rentals with this 
feature, and it works w/o issue. I’ve looked for chat rooms/service bul-
letins but haven’t found any on this problem. Any suggestions? Also, 
I’m having issues with “auto engine idle.” Last time in for service they 
“rebooted” the module which has helped but this still is very intermit-
tent. Other than this the Acura is a good vehicle. 

A. The system may be operating normally. The auto high  beam 
issue has certain criteria for it to work properly. Some of these include 
white and red-light sources are not detected ahead, two or more street-
lights have not been detected, vehicle speed is above 35 mph. In addi-
tion, weather, road conditions and windshield wiper settings may affect 
system operation. The Idle stop feature also has certain criteria for proper 
operation. Some of these include electrical load on the engine (climate 
control, seat heaters, towing a trailer as some examples). The system also 
relies on a fully charged battery. If much of your driving is short distances, 
the battery may not be fully charged, and the system keeps the engine 
running to help with electrical demand.  

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

PAYING $150-$600 CASH

FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA•508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www.kearnscollision.com

KKearnearnSS
K

COLLISION
Repair

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car Doc-
tor. He has over 40 years’ experience in 
the automotive business and is an ASE 
certified master technician. He will an-
swer reader’s questions each week You 
can find the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other popular 
podcast sites. Email your car questions 
to jpaul@aaanortheast.com Follow John 
on Twitter @johnfpaul and friend him on 
facebook mrjohnfpaul

Home Grown Meats 
for the local 
community

Seasonal Produce

Fresh Eggs

Local Products

64 Williams Street
Upton, MA

PROFESSIONAL CAR CLEANING
MOTORCYCLES & BOATS
vic Catacchio
Owner 
Est. 1983

218 Worcester St.
N. Grafton, MA 01536

774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

catacchio
AUTO

DETAIL

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Less Expensive than bagged and 
   large mixers
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

     Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
Concrete finishing services available

Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners       Contractors
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Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

Resource directory                                               ads@TheYankeeXpress.com

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

home

automotive

508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

GI Joe Figures + 
Vehicles Wanted

from the 
1980’s 
& 1990’s

Please call 
860-933-5549 S

T

GI Joe Figures & Vehicles Wanted

Please call 860-933-5549

From the 
1980s and 

1990s

Septic Tank Pumping • Septic Systems Maintenance and Repairs
Sewer & Water Service • Grease Trap Pumping • Excavation Service

MILLBURY
774.276.6970

BLACKSTONESEPTICSERVICE.COM

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar 
Dudley Police Department

 The week of April 11th-
15th was National Work Zone 
Awareness Week (NWZAW).  
Mass DOT has continued to 
participate in the nationwide 
work zone safety campaign and 
has asked our department to share 
the campaign information.  This 
year’s theme was “Work Zones 
Are a Sign to Slow Down” and 
was intended to highlight the 
importance for motorists to slow 
their vehicles and stay alert when 
approaching and passing a work 
zone.  They note from 2018-
2021, there were 181 work 
zone-related crashes that resulted 
in a fatality or serious injury in 
MA.  Mass DOT reminds ev-
eryone to pay attention, exercise 
caution, and please take a mo-
ment to reflect on the individuals 
who build, patrol, & maintain 
the roads we travel on daily.  
  Several years ago, fines were 
authorized to be doubled in 
construction areas and, back in 
2016, the “Move Over” law 
was enacted here in the Com-
monwealth.  Under normal 
conditions, if a driver is cited for 
speeding, and they are travelling 
50mph in a 30pmh zone, they 
would be subject to a $150 base 
fine (plus additional surcharges).  
This is based on $50 for the first 
ten miles over the limit, and $10 
per mile for those after.  In Work 
Zones or “construction areas”, 
the same speed can result in a 

fine of $300 (plus surcharges).  
A “construction area” appears 
to be defined by Mass Law in 
720CMR9.06.  It offers guide-
lines in application to highways 
where “traffic signs are erected, 
or warning lights are displayed...
to notify of the presence of men 
or equipment.”  This is general 
and broad, so numerous areas of 
work can apply.  These can be 
places where accidents or inju-
ries can take place, so the laws 
provide stiff penalties for speed-
ing in these areas.  The presence 
of heavy equipment and work-
ers contributes to the hazards in 
the locations.  It is important to 
control your speed and watch for 
things such as vehicles entering 
and exiting.    

The “Move Over for Emer-
gency Vehicles’ law is contained 
in MGL Chapter 89 Section 
7C.  It applies to several vehicles, 
including Emergency Response 
Vehicles, such as police cars, fire 
apparatus, ambulances, or disas-
ter vehicles.  Others covered un-
der this section include highway 
maintenance vehicles, such as 
dump trucks, heavy equipment, 
etc.  The law states: “Upon ap-
proaching a stationary emergen-
cy vehicle, highway maintenance 
vehicle or recovery vehicle with 
flashing lights an operator shall:  
proceed with due caution and 
reduce the speed of the vehicle 
to that of a reasonable and safe 
speed for road conditions.  On 
a highway, drivers must make 

a lane change if practicable.  If 
changing lanes is impracticable, 
drivers must proceed with due 
caution and reduce the speed of 
the vehicle to that of a reasonable 
and safe speed for road condi-
tions.”  A penalty for a violation 
is a $100 civil fine.  Whether or 
not it is a construction zone, it is 
important to remember vehicles 
share the road with pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and workers.  By com-
bining cautious driving with the 
proper use of the roads by the 
public, we can reduce the chanc-
es of accidents and injuries.

For those still seeking COV-
ID-19 vaccination or other infor-
mation, it can be found at www.
dudleyma.gov or by calling 
508-949-8036.  We encourage 
everyone to continue to be safe.  
Your cooperation is greatly ap-
preciated.  These times continue 
to be challenging and we, at 
the Dudley Police Department, 
greatly appreciate the support we 
receive from our community.  

Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments.  Please 
send them to me at the Dudley 
Police Department 71 West 
Main St. Dudley, Ma. 01571 or 
email at swojnar@dudleypo-
lice.com.  Opinions expressed 
in this weekly column are those 
of Chief Wojnar only and unless 
clearly noted, do not reflect the 
ideas or opinions of any other 
organization or citizen.

Chief’s corner

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
(intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter 

how impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving please 
the Heart of God.              Believer

Tuned for Prime Time. 
Singer and Songwriter Matt York fiddles with his guitar before performing music by The Highwaymen 

(Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Johnny Cash and Kris Kristofferson) at the Grafton Public Library the 
evening of April 8th. He was introduced by GPL Director Beth Gallaway, who told the audience “this 
is the first time we’ve used the Community Room” since the facility was upgraded and expanded. Mr. 
York’s appearance was made possible by a grant from the Grafton Cultural Council.
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RE: Real Estate

Remote work trends mean flexibility for 
first-time homebuyers

By Mark Marzeotti

Today’s low inventory can 
be challenging for homebuyers, 
especially if you’re looking to 
purchase your first home. But 
if you’re one of many people 
who work remotely, you may 
have a great opportunity to use 
the flexibility you have at work 
to achieve your home buying 
goals this year.

It’s apparent that the on-
going trend of remote work 
can open up more options for 
homebuyers. This will enable 

those who are able to work 
from home on a part-time or 
hybrid basis to move slightly 
farther away from job centers. 
For workers who secure full-
time remote jobs, their place 
of residence will be determined 
by affordability and personal 
preferences. Basically, work-
ing from home is great news if 
you’re a first-time buyer trying 
to find a home that meets your 
needs and budget. So how can 
if benefit me?

Extra flexibility in your ca-
reer means extra flexibility in 
your home search. If your job 
is 100% remote, you don’t 
have to be tied to a specific lo-
cation or office. So, if you’ve 
been having a hard time find-
ing what you want in your local 
area, it may be time to expand 
your search.

One option you could 
consider is moving to a place 
where you’ve always wanted to 

live, like the mountains, beach, 
or closer to loved ones. When 
you broaden your search radius 
to include those locations, it’ll 
give you additional homes to 
consider.

 It could also allow you to 
search for a more affordable 
location where you have more 
options in your price range. 
This can help you achieve 
two goals: saving money; and 
finding additional features that 
meet your needs. Some of the 
benefits include:

For potential first-time 
homebuyers, leveraging their 
house-buying power in more 
affordable markets can also 
help them buy more attractive 
homes—more square foot-
age and rooms, more options 
for different home styles and 
neighborhood amenities—in-
creasing the opportunity to 
find a home that suits their 
preferences.

That means you can use 
your work flexibility to search 
for homes with the amenities 
you need at a lower price point.

Bottom line is, remote work 

doesn’t just give you expanded 
flexibility for your career. If 
you’re no longer tied to a lo-
cation because of your office, 
you have a great opportunity 

to expand your housing search. 
Connect with The Marzeotti 
Group or a local REALTOR 
to explore how this can open 
up your options.

Mark Marzeotti

25 Union Street, 4th floor

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

55+

™

99 Hartford Ave. South  |  Upton, MA 01568  | (508) 938-6700

*©2022 Pulte Homes Illustrations and dimensions are approximate. Features, options, amenities, floor plans, design, 
materials are subject to change without prior notice. Community Association fees and additional fees me be required. 
At least one resident must be 55 or better, see community documents for any additional conditions that may apply. 

Open Daily 10am – 5pm, Wednesdays 1pm – 5pm
Virtual Appointments Also Available

Upton Ridge
 UPTON

New homesites just released! Upton Ridge is a picturesque 

55+ community with beautiful hillside views and easy access 

to major routes. Endless opportunities to stay active and have 

fun exist, whether it be walking to the 18-hole golf course just 

steps away or hosting a barbecue for your family and friends on 

your spacious deck. Choose from 4 luxurious townhome designs 

complete with your own designer touches and enjoy quality in 

every square foot. Find your dream home and start living.

Landscape & MasonryLandscape & Masonry
MaterialsMaterials

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 2677 Broncos Highway2677 Broncos Highway
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI

((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)
401-769-4286401-769-4286

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am - 12pm

Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Compost 
Garden Fertilizers • Controls • Repellants

Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits
Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite • Flagstone
 Cobblestone • Palletized Stone • Wood Pellets
Chimney Supplies • Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products
UniLock Pavers and Walls

Homeowners 
& Contractors 

Welcome!
Delivery 
Available

SPRING TURN-ONS $49.95!!!
LOWEST PRICES AND BEST WORK IN THE VALLEY!
CAPRON IRRIGATIONCAPRON IRRIGATION
Peter Frabotta, IIIPeter Frabotta, III
46 Capron St., Uxbridge, MA 0156946 Capron St., Uxbridge, MA 01569
Office 508 799-0395 • Cell 603 860-9872Office 508 799-0395 • Cell 603 860-9872
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATEDVETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

AFFORDABLE IRRIGATION FOR EVERY HOMEAFFORDABLE IRRIGATION FOR EVERY HOME
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Heated Indoor Self-Serve Bays
 Pet Wash Stations
Interior Cleaning Services

for Free Monthly Washes & Discounts
Join our                                                club 

85 Worcester St
North Grafton, MA
508-839-5250

Automatic Tunnel Wash
Saber Touchless Wash

10 Self-Serve Vacuums
         OPEN 24 hours a day

www.fitzyscarwashes.com
Gift Cards & Wash Packages Available Online

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

Choose Morrissette & Son 
as your installer, and receive:

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & 
Compressor Warranty for 12-years 

(from standard 5 years parts/7 years 
compressor)

-Financing through the MassSave 
HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, 
with processing on your behalf

-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly trained technicians with 

Installation & Service 
-Maintenance Contracts Available

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

Over 35 Years in Business • I-Car Gold  Certified
On All Insurance Company Lists

Every Vehicle Must Pass a 25 Point Safety Inspection

Quality Workmanship

188 Worcester St., (Rte. 122) Grafton, MA
508-839-9508 restrictions applyRS 974

 

 

 

~at the Blackstone Valley Education Hub~ 

Course tuition sponsored by grant funding through the Regional Economic 
Development Organization and Massachusetts Office of Business Development 

Course Description Dates 
OSHA 10hr 
General 
Industry 
Certification 
course 

This course teaches a variety of required safety 
& health topics for everyday industry.  
Certification exam & card included. 

2 sessions: 
July 19-28: T/Th, 5-8pm 
Or 
Aug. 16-25: T/Th, 5-8pm 

Introduction 
to Welding 

This training prepares students with welding 
vocabulary, techniques, and basic operations of 
a welding gun using augmented reality welders. 

July 18-Aug.24: Mon/Wed, 6-8:30pm 

CNC 
Machinist 
Apprentice 
Course 

This training is a commitment of 150 hours 
which includes topics in shop math, blueprint 
reading, quality assurance, safety, work 
readiness, CNC mill operations, CNC lathe 
operations, and gcode.  Upon completion of the 
technical training, the apprentice will be placed 
with a cooperative employer to receive on-the-
job-training for 1 year. 

July 18- Sept.28: Mon/Wed/Fri, 9am-3pm 

Online 
courses in a 
variety of 
topics  

https://www.ed2go.com/blackstone/ 
OR 
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/blackstone/ 

On your time! 

Scan QR code for application 


