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Samuel Slater Experience enjoys

a banner first

BY ROD LEE

he Samuel Slater Experience
on Ray Street in Webster

faced the kind of chal-
lenges that would confront any
startup—any nonprofit—in the
first year of its existence, when
the museum opened in March of
2022.

The biggest of these being, will
the people come? Will patron-
age justify Chris Robert’s efforts
to bring the story of pioneering
manufacturer Samuel Slater and
the history of the town of Web-
ster (and Dudley and Oxford) to
life?

For all involved in the venture,
the answer is a resounding yes.

“We had more than 4000 visi-
tors, groups of all kinds, schools,
organizations, and a lot of private
events, corporate and Chamber
of Commerce gatherings,” SSE’s
Barbara Van Reed said on March
11th.

Her remarks came a week
after an official celebration of
the museum’s first anniversary,
which drew strong backing from
local businesses and an appreci-
ated turnout.

“There were a lot of happy
raffle winners,” she said.

As evidence that the SSE is
indeed attracting all sorts of sup-
port, a baby shower was taking
place in the large meeting room
just off the lobby, as Ms. Van
Reed spoke.

“That’s been our major focus,
to let people know we're here,”
she said. “In some respects the

year

Jacklyn Bonneau, a guide at the Samuel Slater Experience in Webster, introduces Steve and
Kathy Bullock of Medway to the interactive aspects of the museum. “I'm a teacher at heart,”

Ms. Bonneau told the couple.

first impression people have of a
museum is that it’s stodgy. People
don’t think of the museum indus-
try as a growth business. But this
is different. It is interactive. This
is what museums are going to be
like in the future. We have good
space and we have Main Street
with the ambience”

The Samuel Slater Experi-
ence also has the volunteers,
who serve as guides and in other
capacities. They are the backbone
of the operation, she said.

“They are the best people in
the world. This couldn’t happen
without them,” Ms. Van Reed
said.

Word of mouth—people tell-
ing others about the museum—is
driving attendance, she noted.
Visitors are coming in from near
and far.

Plans are afoot to expand on
what has already been put in
place.

“We are looking at developing
an exterior site plan with more
parking,” she said. This will en-
able the museum to host concerts
and other attractions beyond its
doors.

SAMUEL SLATERS

continued on page 2
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Immigrants: Kayce
Martin’s American
success story

BY JANET STOICA

This is the first in a series of
articles about local immigrants and
their lives in the United States, why
they came, how they lived, and what
their outlook is about this country.

from Mexico when she was a

teenager. The second of four
children, all girls. Her father, who
was a military man in Mexico, died
young from a very sudden and
unexpected heart attack. Her mom
was also young, now a widow, and
afraid for her four daughters. So
she sent her daughter, Kayce, to live
with her aunt in California. Kayce’s
mom wanted the best for her girls.
Soon Kayce met her Marine hus-
band while in California and when
his tour-of-duty was over, he opted
to return to Massachusetts. Kayce
went with him to marry and start
a new life. The couple had three
children who are now young adults.
She is no longer married but in a
good relationship with an admi-
rable fellow.

“My mom never remarried,” said
Kayce, “she was all about us, her
daughters. She wanted to ensure we
would all be okay and make good
lives for ourselves and our own
families. I was the second oldest
and the only daughter to emigrate.
It was an interesting beginning for
me. My aunt in California ran a
children’s daycare center so I helped
with everything, cooking, cleaning,
and minding the children. I met my

She arrived in the United States

THINK SUMMER!
Warm weather. Beaches. Golfing. Hiking. Outdoor
dining. Are you looking forward to it as much as we
are? Then promote your business and events with
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our annual Summer Guide - jam-packed with things
e to do this summer. Just add warm weather!

- h more thaﬁ 73,000 homes and businesses this June with
our Annual Summer Guide. Direct mailed to Auburn, Charlton,

~ Dudley, Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury,

- Northbridge, Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Webster!

future husband through a cousin
who knew him. When we decided
to move to Massachusetts, my mom
became very worried for me. She
felt that moving 3,000 more miles
away from her was way too far but I
took the opportunity”

When she arrived in Massachu-
setts, she accepted a position in a
bakery and enjoyed the work there.
She baked, she cleaned, and she
washed many, many pots, pans, and
dishes. After a year or two baking,
Kayce took a job at Nypro (since ac-
quired by and now known as Jabil,
Inc.) in northern Worcester County.
Nypro is a medical device manu-
facturer. She stayed for fifteen years
working her way up the job ladder.
“I began as an inspector/packer;,”

KAYCE MARTIN

continued on page 4
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SAMUEL SLATERS

continued from page 1

Meanwhile bookings continue.

On Saturday, April 15th,
Sharon Geyer, a fiber artist who
specializes in weaving, will make
an appearance as part of a one-
day Log Cabin Workshop for in-
termediate weavers. This occurs
from noon to 3:00 p.m.

Ms. Geyer began her weav-
ing career in 1995 as a tapestry
weaver (French tapestry tech-
nique) under a master artist in
Philadelphia. From there, she
began to explore patterns and
textures on a large eight-harness
loom. Her membership in the
Yankee Fiber Friend Guild has
advanced her prowess over the
past two decades.

Her most recent work has been
as a rigid heddle weaving instruc-

OId trunks, an old radiator, an old phone booth, silent movies and all kinds of exhibits are
housed at the Samuel Slater Experience on Ray Street in Webster.

2019. The ease of use and porta-
bility of these little looms has led
to the current weaving workshop

tor at Woolworks in Putnam. The
rigid heddle loom captured her
heart from the first project in
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series she has developed.

On Thursday, April 20th, Rich-
ard Hughes returns to the SSE,
during School Vacation Week,
“and we have discovered that kids
love silent movies,” which are
part of Mr. Hughes’ presentation.
“You'd be amazed,” Ms. Van Reed
said.

The Samuel Slater Experience
will benefit too from being in-
corporated into the final segment
of a documentary about “Slat-
ersville” that has been coming
together for some time now.

The museum’s hours are 10:00

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and noon to 4:00 on
Sundays. Visit https://samuelslat-
erexperience.org or call 508-461-
2955 for information about field
trips and tours.

Visitor numbers including those
who showed up for private events
totaled 4500 in the museum first
year, Sally Patterson of the SSE
said.

Another beginner weaving class
starts April 22.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.
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Old Navy clothed’ in excitement for opening of
Sturbridge store

new Old

Navy
store in the
Center at Hobbs Brook on Charl-
ton Road in Sturbridge on the first
Saturday in February all of the mer-
chandise was arranged just so and
there were tote bags with coupons
inside for customers to use at the
sales counter.

Jen Laramee who is the store’s
manager was in an ebullient mood
after taking part in a morning
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“You look like a walking ad-
vertisement for Old Navy,” Ms.
Laramee was told, as she took a few
minutes to talk about the grand
opening.

“Head-to-toe, all the time!” she
said.

Ms. Laramee is a veteran with the
company, which is part of the Gap
Inc. family.

“Twenty years, out of high
school,” she said. “I worked in
Connecticut before. I live in North
Brookfield but grew up in Spencer”

She loves being within easy driv-

I nside the

BY ROD LEE

ing distance of work.

As Deb Compton of Old Navy
Communications explained to
me in an email prior to February
4th, the Sturbridge store is part of
a company strategy focusing on
“new stores in smaller markets. Last
year the brand opened twenty-five
new company-owned stores with
approximately twenty-three stores
planned in 2023

The Old Navy store, which is a
reincarnation of one that occupied
the grounds in the past, adds to the
already established mix of busi-
nesses at The Blackstone Retail
Group’s Center at Hobbs Brook.
These include Walmart, Marshalls,
Michaels, Staples, Petco and Stop &
Shop, making the plaza one of the
largest open-air retail sites in the
Mass Pike-Rt. 20-Rt. 84 area.

Ms. Laramee and her staff are
proud of Old Navy’s reputation as a
provider of quality casual clothing
to consumers.

“You can truly be a customer
here your whole life, with the Gap
family;” she said. “When I tell people
I work for Old Navy it’s ‘wow; never

a ‘eew!” To be part of the Sturbridge
community” with such attractions
as Old Sturbridge Village, shops,
restaurants, hotels and tourist desti-
nations in Central Massachusetts “is
very exciting””

Construction on the new store
began in the late summer of 2022
and personnel moved in during the

month of January.

The culture is “denim and this
is where lot of our fashion comes
from,” she said.

Ms. Compton points out that
“were also the first value retailer to
integrate the shopping experience
by offering the broadest assort-
ment of women’s sizes in stores and

online, with no price difference”
Old Navy thinks of its approach
as “democracy of style and service”
“We are creating magical mo-
ments and were happy to execute
those moments,” Ms. Laramee said.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.
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Joan Costa’s 100th a time for
reflection on bowling, dancing

BY ROD LEE

itting in the kitchen of her
Shome on Granite Street in

Webster the afternoon of
February 25th, Joan Costa could
not help but wonder what all the
fuss was about.

Having almost attained the age
of one hundred years old is not
that big a deal, in Joan’s mind.
Her son Richard “Dick” Skrocki
and the rest of the family feel the
milestone is significant, however,

which is why they are throwing
her a birthday party on Saloon
No. 6 on Worcester Road on
March 12th.

Forty or so people are expected
to attend.

Joan Costa is the daughter
of Polish immigrants. Her dad,
Zygmunt, was a weaver. Her
mom, Rose, was a homemaker
and mother to nine children.
Joan’s sister, Sylvia Kozlowski,
lives downstairs and “comes up
every day to read the paper;,” Ms.
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Costa said.

Ms. Costa has white hair that
was done up in a perm. She is an
unpretentious woman and seem-
ingly reluctant to share much
about her life even though it has
been one of hard work with time
set aside for candlepin bowling
and dancing.

“Guess who Stasia Czernicki
feared most” on the lanes? Mr.
Skrocki said. Then he turned a

COSTA BIRTHDAY

continued on page 6

Ms. Costa with her first husband, Henry Skrocki.

KAYCE MARTIN

continued from page 1

stated Kayce, “and since I enjoy
learning and wanted more educa-
tion, I was promoted to Group
Leader, then Quality Inspector”
Nypro offered classes to its em-
ployees and Kayce enrolled imme-
diately. She took as many classes as
she could and soon became a Qual-
ity Technician in the document
control area. She then progressed
to Quality Supervisor and managed
the entire floor in her department.
A true Horatio Alger/American
dream story. Kayce speaks with
great feeling about Nypro. “It’s
where I got my start,” she says, “the
company owner really cared for his
employees and we gave him back

PEABODY
BATHE Gupply,

what he gave to us. A real oppor-
tunity to better ourselves. It was a
great place to work with excellent
company benefits.”

She worked twelve-hour shifts,
had three children, and did a lot of
homework for promotion. “It was
hard but I knew I was making a
better life for my family;” she said.
“I knew I couldn’t support myself
on the wages I began with so real-
ized that I had to work my way up
to get somewhere and get a better
paycheck. I always tell my kids that
in this country you can always be
what you want to be if you work
hard enough for it. There’s a big
difference between being poor
in America and being poor in
Mexico. In Mexico, you see poor
young kids in the streets and there
is no help for them. In America at

101 Millbury St, A

least the government helps you get
on your feet with many wonderful
programs. In America you get the
government’s assistance until you
can better yourself. If you apply
yourself, you can be whatever you
want”

Kayce Martin currently works
as the manager of the Quality As-
surance Department in a neuro-
surgical hardware company. Her
position entails ensuring strict
adherence to ISO guidelines and
processes, personnel training, and
FDA compliance. The company
sells its products internationally
and she is proud to be a part of its
success.

“Don’t wait for opportunity, cre-
ate it” George Bernard Shaw

jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

THEBOLD
» ' KOHLER.

uburn, MA 01501
508-757-4543 peabodyauburn.com
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Fabulous and functional mending class is April 27th

BY JANET STOICA

n Thursday, April 27, an
0 interesting and innovative

class will be held at South-
bridge’s Jacob Edwards Library

from 6 - 7:30 p.m. The class is
Functional & Fabulous Embroi-

textile industries. When people

in these countries purchase or
accept our used items that means
they don’t buy their own country’s
new manufactured goods. After
learning about this, I stopped do-
nating my old clothes and decided
to mend them or make then into

Lynda Shoup displays a sample of Embroidery Mending.

dery for Mending with instructor
Lynda Shoup from Webster. Using
the latest trend of Upcycling or,
creative reusing, which trans-
forms unwanted textile items
into new and creative materials,
participants will embark on an
environmentally-friendly cause
and are invited to bring along
items to mend. Additional mend-
ing materials will be provided by
Ms. Shoup who will showcase the
many ways we can all contribute
to our world’s sustainable goals.
“I've been sewing since I was
about five years old since many
of my family members sewed,”
said Lynda, “but my mother
was a ‘magic mender’ meaning
that whatever she mended was
invisible to the eye. She really
knew how to make an item look
new again. This valuable skill
has become a lost art as people
have gravitated to the world of
fast fashion where much of our
clothing is discarded and new
inexpensive clothing is purchased
in its place. In the past few years,
however, I've learned and read
that many of the Third World
countries that our discarded
clothing donations were being
sent to just don’t want our textiles
anymore as it ruins their own

something useable like cloth bags,
cleaning cloths, etc”

“The fashion industry is the
second most polluting industry
world-wide,” says Lynda, ‘with the
oil industry being the first and
many fabrics are made from pe-
troleum. I haven’t purchased new
clothes in a while since learning
about the mending trends. When
I researched this development, it’s
what inspired me to pursue Vis-
ible Mending, a mending tech-
nique that’s meant to be shown
and admired vs. the invisible
method used by our parents or
grandparents which wasn’t meant
to be seen” By the way, as of
November 1, 2022, Massachusetts
residents must now recycle their
old clothing and textiles instead
of throwing them into the trash.

Lynda stated that sewing
classes are not taught in school
anymore and she gave an example
of a young lady she met who had
no clue about sewing on a button
when it fell from her shirt. Not
only did the young lady explain
that she did not know how to sew
the button back into its place,
but she further stated her shirt
was quickly replaceable by going
online to L.L. Bean or Land’s End
and ordering a new one. Ouch!

Is this what this world has come
to? “Fast fashion is so cheap,’
explained Ms. Shoup, “that some-
times it really is more economical
to just buy a new item. But, many
of these new items are made in
countries where unsafe working
conditions are the norm using
child labor. The news brings us
stories about the tragic loss of
life in these Third World garment
factories where, in just one case,
an unsafe Bangladesh factory col-
lapsed killing over 1,000 workers
and injuring 2,500 others. The
cost of all those lost lives is im-
measurable. So, really, the only
remaining local menders in the
U.S. are those individuals who
might alter suits and/or wedding
gowns.”

Through her association with

Southbridge’s Jacob Edwards
Library Director, Margaret
Morrissey, Lynda Shoup will be
pleased and happy to demon-
strate, teach, and expound upon
all types of mending techniques,
both simple and elaborate, to her
fellow learners. Her goal for this
class is to have a good group of
people who are looking forward
to a fun event. “I hope our partic-
ipants will learn new skills such as
attaching a patch, learning some
new stitches, and learning mend-
ing/embroidery flairs. 'm looking
forward to them leaving the class
with reasonable skills and an
understanding of the mending
trends. If there is a strong interest
for additional classes, perhaps
additional lessons will be held.
There is a growing movement of

Personal & Business

WILLIAM N. KRING

Certified Public Accountant / Admitted to U.S. Tax Court

103 W. Main Street, Dudley ® 508-949-1439
20% DISCOUNT FOR NEW CLIENTS

the mending art. It’s people who
are becoming much more con-
scious of our environment.”

Ms. Shoup has also taught pre-
vious classes at the Jacob Edwards
Library, namely Introduction to
Art Journaling and Using Histori-
cal Images in Mixed Media Art.

If you are interested in attend-
ing or if you have any questions,
please pre-register with Ms. Shoup
by emailing mendingclass@gmail.
com Get ready for a most inter-
esting and educational program!
April 27, 2023. 6-7:30 p.m. Jacob
Edwards Library, 236 Main Street,
Southbridge MA 01550. (508) 764-
5426. www.jacobedwardslibrary.

org

jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com
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COSTA BIRTHDAY

continued from page 4

Statsia Miles Czernick was an
American professional candlepin

bowler from Webster who set the

look in Ms. Costa’s direction with

a smile on his face.

all-time candlepin record in her
hometown for ten strings with

1388 pins. She had a series of
personal highs, including a 194
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single, a 466 triple, and 707 for
five strings. She also shares the
world record for women’s doubles
(2382), mixed doubles (2676) and
women’s five strings (707). She
was world champion eight times,
singles queen six times, a mem-
ber of the women’s doubles title
team three times, mixed doubles
team twice and a member of the
world’s women’s title team in
1965.

Ms. Czernick was inducted
into the Candlepin Bowing As-
sociation Hall of Fame in 1987.

She died in 1993.

“Joan was her No. 1 competi-
tor,” Dick Skrocki said.

“When I was growing up, that
was the thing,” Joan said. “Bowl-
ing and dancing”

Except for a pacemaker put
in about five years ago, and the
walker she uses to get around,
Joan Costa has no complaints
about her health.

She did have a scare a while
back.

“I would say my rosary and go
get the newspaper when I had a
sharp pain and screamed and my
sister came up,” she said.

Her life now is much quieter
than it once was. Reading one to
two books a week, including nov-
els by Nora Roberts and Danielle
Steele, is a favorite pastime. As is
enjoying the company of mem-
bers of the family. Her grandson
Brian and his daughters Olivia

and Vivienne arrived as we spoke.

She is grandmother to Brian and
Andrew and a great grandmother
to Olivia, Vivienne and Lena.
Standing by during the conver-
sation, Dick Skrocki was eager to

Joan Costa of Webster, who turns 100 this month, with her grandson Brian, two of her great

granddaughters, and her son Dick Skrocki.

share details about his mom, who
he describes as “a very hardwork-
ing lady. She would go above and
beyond.”

In high school at Bartlett, his
mother had “the best shorthand
around,” he says. During World
War II she wrote letters to a
friend’s husband.

“He wrote my friend letters and
I wrote back for her,” she said.

A resident of Webster since

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil (intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how
impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving
please the Heart of God.

Prayer

Believer

moving to town when she was in
the third grade, Ms. Costa has
been married twice. She identified
her first husband, Henry Skrocki
as “the love of my life” Henry
worked for the Worcester Soda
Co. and then the Webster Times.

Her second husband, Constan-
tin Costa, operated an auto body
shop in Southbridge.

Joan worked at Bates Shoe Co.
in Webster in a stitching job and
after that at American Optical in
Southbridge as an inspector.

Asked if the town of Webster or
any organization had recognized
her longevity, she said “no, no”

She wouldn’t have wanted all
the fanfare anyway.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

We are
fully licensed
& Insured

NowjSenvicingfletiSkisyity

website: Indmobilemarine.wixsite.com/mysite
email: Indmobilemarine@gmail.com

phone: 774-321-9000
NEW & USED PARTS

Full service marine general repair, maintenance & sales for all boating needs
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Spring means fun events at Gladys E. Kelly Public Library

BY JANET STOICA

pring can’t arrive a moment
too soon for so many of us and
our local libraries have plenty

of events planned for our enjoy-
ment.

Webster’s Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library has a host of exciting pro-
grams and activities sure to please
just about everyone.

Assistant Library Director Evan
Hale posted on the library’s website
“Our Library Director, Sondra
Murphy, had her second child
at the end of February. I will be
spending the next three months
trying my best to fill her shoes.
Fortunately, we have an excellent
staff and wonderful patrons who
make every day at work enjoyable.
We have some really cool stuft in
the works for the spring. Keep
an eye out next to the parking lot
between the library and town hall.
We're going to be installing a Com-
munity Garden thanks to a gener-
ous grant from the Association for
Rural & Small Libraries. We will
have several raised planting beds
for adults and children to help us
cultivate. We're also planning some
programs to run near harvest time!

“Secondly, The Friends of the Li-
brary will be hosting ‘Bites, Books
and Blooms: A Taste of Webster’
on the evening of April 27th. This
fundraiser will feature local restau-
rants, as well as floral decorations
related to several books chosen by
members of the community. Check
the flyer in our newsletter for more
information.

“Lastly, we're going to be hosting
best-selling author Peter Heller on
May 18th. Peter will discuss his
novel “The Dog Stars.” According
to a review in the Minneapolis
Star-Tribune: “In this ‘end-of-the-

world novel more like a rapturous
beginning, Hig somehow survived
the flu pandemic that killed every-
one he knows. His gripping story
is ‘an ode to friendship between
two men...the strong bond between
a human and a dog, and a remind-

>

er of what is worth living for.
This program is made possible
by grants from the Janet Malser
Humanities Trust and the Webster
Cultural Council.
A Mom’s/Caregiver’s Drop-in
Group will be featured on Tuesdays
in March, April, and May from
10 a.m. - 12 noon. Moms and
caregivers are invited to come by,
bring their children, ages 0-5, to
a drop-in open play time. In this
community-building event, toys
are set out for the children to play
with as you get to see and know
other parents from the area who
have children of similar ages. Stop
in any time between 10am and
12pm and stay as little or as long as
you like.
An additional children’s pro-
gram will be held on Saturdays in

LFM‘J_)_)M%
& LAWN CARIE

March and April from 11:15 a.m.
- 12:15 p.m. featuring an uplifting

and magical early childhood music

class. Sweet and endearing.
Weekly ongoing programs

include Craft-Making Mondays,

Tuesday Mini-STEM challenges,

and a Thursday event of STEM
programs with special STEM hap-
penings on Fridays. All details can
be found on their website or by
stopping by the library and check-
ing out their listings. Have fun, use
your local library, and enjoy your-
self! The library is chockful of fun
and exciting events for children,
their caregivers, and adults of any
age. www.gladyskellylibrary.org @
websterpubliclibrary @gladysekel-
lypl 508-949-3880 webstercircula-
tion@gmail.com

“The only thing that you abso-
lutely have to know is the location
of your library”

- Albert Einstein

jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

LAWN CARE SERVICE:

* Rd 1-Fertilizer/Weed Control/Crabgrass Control
* Rd 2- Fertilizer/Weed Control/Crabgrass Control
* Rd 3- Fertilizer/Weed Control/Grub Control

* Rd 4- Fertilizer/Weed Control

* Rd 5- Fertilizer

* Fungicide

e Lime Application

* Mosquito/Tick Spray Control Programs

(401) 567-8974 = (800) 569-8968 » jdhomecare.com

During the Month of March, spin the
wheel for your chance to win!

<O, ca Free products, beverages,
Cd "\ discounted services and more!
@ *Wheel can be spun after ion of any purchase/service*

\\ Enter your name in our FREE raffle for your &7

”, chance to win a mani, pedi & facial package!
(valued at $200) *Winner will be drawn on March 31st

<l‘ON & DAY SVP

508 671-0069

www.prestigesalon508.com

HE MEADOWS

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

™

Short-Term Rehabilitation -
Long-Term Care 7
Hospice Stays * Respite Care

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway
Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800

www.vhmeadows.com

License #2341, Rl Contractor License #23084
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GREEN GOLD

GROUP

Join Our Team!
We Are Hiring :
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No Previous Cannabis Experience Needed

Apply on our website!
greengold.group

Green Gold Group is an equal opportunity employer. CORI check required. Must be 21+

For adults over 21 or active medical use of marijuana program cardholders only. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited
information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law
to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product.

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of Edibles may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control
hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.
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Jonathan Babcock brings folk songs to the masses

BY JANET STOICA

ecently the Massachusetts’
Cultural Council doled out

Jonathan’s discipline is listed as
Interdisciplinary which encom-
passes his musical style and talents.
“My grant request showed artistic

title, you remember the song. I Take Me Home Country Roads,
sing songs like Don’t Fence Me In, and Good Night, Irene. Most of BABCOCK
continued on page 10

400 individual grants totaling  disciplines from my past,” said ; ) 1 | . ; (
$20 million to the artists of our Mr. Babcock. “My current project %Muﬂg @uu @1} W@W EM@W@J

area and Jonathan Babcock was demonstrates history through
one of the successful recipients. music. A song can be a starting
According to its website, the point to speak with children and
Mass Cultural Council works to el-  to tell them about historical events o
that have happened in their com- Fully Licensed R Regfit 4475

munity. A good example would Insuree| MA HIC & 190892
be the Spin Song which focuses
on the mills in the area and the
stories told by the people who
worked in those mills. The songs
make it easier to learn through
music: o ge
Mr. Babcock has also played ® S I d I ng
his folk songs at local nursing

homes for residents’ enjoyment ® S kyl ig htS

using an historical perspective.

“It’s all acoustic-based with just ® G u tte rs
my guitar which gives a great e
Folk music s in Jonathan Babcock’s bloodand ~ €Xperience for everyone” said oC h iImn ey

Jonathan. “Just last week I played
a Woody Guthrie song and a
new resident had her hands

up in the air and was clapping

he loves sharing his songs. He has performed
all over, including in Taiwan.

eWindows

evate our rich cultural life in Mas-  along. I thought she might've been

sachusetts. The MCC partners with ~ someone who had actually been to = = =

communities across the Common-  a Woody Guthrie concert back in www.shineconstructioninc.com

wealth to expand access, improve the 60’s in her younger days. Many @shineconstructioninc

education, promote diversity, and of my songs are from the years of L, O (© = )= (© = ) & O O
encourage excellence in the arts, 1955-1970. Many pass the test of n @ u o . @) 6)=")>
humanities, and sciences. time--even if you don’t know the

CHEST FRIGIDAIRE SAMSUNG MAYTAG
FREEZER || DISHWASHER (| WASHER || DISHWASHER
324999 33#&509’9 369999 uMDBdBdgﬁi‘CsZs
WAS $299.99 WAS $599.99 WAS $£809.99 sw?sgaggee
GE FRENCH 10 CU. FT. 20 CU. FT.
DEALS! FS%SRQISE AMSHADE?EEEH Nllfl‘QYYTéo‘lg DOOR BOTTOM CHEST CHEST
I§FlRIIG§R§I'g§ memsssewss avEDCa,ﬁngg si‘g’gggs sFZESZgES9 sFaESZQE 59
gg:umﬁ%gffﬁ; """"""" $279.% WAS $1,599.99 su&.sgmsgg svvge,gggs_gg WAS $2,699 WAS $599.99 WAS $1099.99
95" HISeNse.......oueeer. $299.% MAYTAG TOP AMANA GE FRONT LOAD || WHIRLPOOL FRIGIDAIRE AMANA
3 f’, Sy FREEZER GAS RANGE WASHER HEFHIGEHATDH MICROWAVE
' 65” Hisense................ g 18 CU.FT. FAGR1S33CBAS » Stainkess Stoel AGFWSSOSSNWW Counter De, ELECTRIC STOVE #JYM3160RFSS
55 Samoung... . $749% || $599% (| $849» || S179 jos || §7999 $22999
(Regulal?yrgi;g;)g """""""""""" WAS $5859.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $2299 99 WAS 5999.899 WAS 532999
75” Samsung.......cceeeureaens : NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung............ : 140 MAIN STREET
(Regularly $1599.99) SPENCER, MA
INSTANT FINANCING

STANT FINANC 508.885.9343

.\ SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
"""" Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’S OF DEALS!
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BY ROD LEE

he need for continuing adjust-
Tment as the Commonwealth

slowly emerges from the Co-
vid-19 pandemic is not lost on res-
taurateurs like Chef Elaine Cowan
of The Uxlocale on West Hartford
Ave. in Uxbridge. Just as it isn’t for
the Massachusetts Restaurant As-
sociation, which is pushing hard for
legislators on Beacon Hill to make
outdoor dining and cocktails-to-go
a permanent fixture here.

Provisions for this allowance,

Innovation helps The Uxlocale

coming out of the pandemic

which was granted to the restau-
rant industry during the health
crisis, are set to end on March 31st.
The Westborough-based MRA
notes that while the state’s res-
taurants received strong support
from customers when they needed
it most, many were still forced to
close, or were placed at the edge
of bankruptcy. Takeout was a huge
help, but close to 5000 restaurants
shut their doors. Those that remain
are struggling with worker short-
ages, supply-chain issues, the loss
of financial assistance and infla-
tion—as the cost of food soars.
Outdoor dining has helped to
save the day, in numerous in-
stances.

Easter Brunh

Sunday, April 9, 9am - 4pm
Adults: $34.95

“It’s played a tremendous role
in the recovery of our hospitality
industry;” State Rep. Manny Cruz,
D-Salem, points out. “And it’s really
been a net benefit for the city. We
look like a different community,
similar to what you would see in
Europe, with respect to outdoor
dining”

With the short-term reforms
that were enacted during Covid-19
about to disappear, the MRA is
asking state legislators to give
restaurants the opportunity to sell
beer, wine and alcohol with takeout
and delivery orders.

Ms. Cowan is known not only
for her fresh and flavorful fare with
an accent on farm-to-table, but for

her a willingness to think

of new ways to increase the
appeal of The Uxlocale—like
a recent disco dance party
she hosted.

This includes a step she
took to expand the dining
experience for her patrons.

“We are fortunate to have
a great enclosed (from the
parking lot) patio space,” she
said. “T also added a ‘green-
house;” people have been
eating outside all winter! It’s
been a saving grace.”

Submit restaurant news to
rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

‘Greenhouse’ dining is one way The Uxlocale has
dealt with space restrictions

BABCOCK

continued from page 9

Ages: 6-12 $22.95
2-5yrs: $14.95

Breakfast ltems, Hot Entrees,
’ Salads and Fresh Fruit,
(O ,,-'-'- Assorted breads and more .

Call 508 755 6408 or 508 755-1200

for information & reservations

Maxwell Luciano’s Banquet & Gonference Genter at Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester, MA 01608

us know these songs and they
are easy-going, gentle, and very
comforting.

Jonathan states that his retire-
ment mission is singing these
songs along with writing a few.
He has put together tunes entitled
“Four Trains Crash on the Airline
Trail” which refers to the Thomp-
son CT train disaster from years
ago and The Molasses Flood Song
about the great Boston Molasses
Flood of 1919 when a 50-foot-tall
steel tank filled with 2.3 million
gallons of molasses collapsed on
Boston’s waterfront spilling its
contents via a 15-foot-high wave of
molasses that traveled at 35 miles
an hour. It destroyed everything in
its path and the number of deaths
wasn’t known for days.

CASUAL WATERFRONT

LAKESIDFE

DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

FRIDAY NIGHT
IS ACOUSTICS

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
4 take-out or reservatlon online 308lakeside.com

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us an
Facebook

“I've always been interested in
history;” said Mr. Babcock. “My
family’s history dates back to the
early 1800’s and they were origi-
nally from England” The Dudley
Woolen Mill was built by his great-
grandfather and was sited at the
current Stevens Linen building”

Mr. Babcock is in the middle of
producing a new album with 13
tracks of historical and interesting
songs in the genre of folk, retro-
pop, and love. He is in the mixing
process and after he is satisfied
with the results a master copy will
be made in the next three months.
Marco Giovino will be his CD
producer and Jonathan was quick
to note that Mr. Giovino has played
drums for Robert Plant’s Band of
Joy and has also collaborated with
Norah Jones. “I'm very fortunate
to have met him and grateful that
he has assisted me;” Mr. Babcock
stated.

“For my type of music, a house
concert event is appropriate, when
someone invites 15-20 people to
their home or venue. I intro the
song, give a few historical facts,
and then perform. It’s a good gath-
ering that people do appreciate”

Writing songs like these is pure
poetry according to Jonathan.
When he was in college at UMass-
Ambherst he had the opportunity to
be an exchange student in Taiwan
at the University of Taiwan. “It
was the only public university that

offered Chinese language classes,”
he said, “and I was interested in
learning the Chinese language. It’s
a character-based language that de-
pends on a pictographic memory.
Very different from the alphabetic
languages most of us know here in
the U.S” While at the University
of Taiwan, Jonathan played for 800
students at an open-air concert.

“My goal is to get these songs
out for people to hear. These days
even with all our internet choices
there is no central site to find
these types of songs. It’s all about
the songs so people can listen
and learn about where they live
and where they came from. Lots
of people go along in life without
knowing their local history. I hope
to have audio liner notes for my
published songs to give a brief his-
tory of each. I'll have CDs for sure,”
Jonathan stated.

Jonathan’s repertoire includes a
few hundred songs from pre-1975
including folk and pop songs plus
pure Americana from the likes of
John Denver, Johnny Cash, Marty
Robbins, Jim Croce (he does a
great “Operator”), and Peter, Paul,
and Mary. He also plays bass guitar
with DW and the Shake Makers
Band. To contact Jonathan: jona-
thanjaymusic@protonmail.com

jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

P O ndellee Landdseaping

STUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal « LOAM & SEED

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640 * Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services




NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for
publication. Email your calendar or event
notice to rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

THROUGH MARCH 31

«“Transitions: Winter to Spring,” paintings
by Anne M. Tisdell, will be featured in the
café gallery at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 E.
Main St., Webster and can be viewed during
normal business hours: Tuesday-Saturday
10-5 and Wednesday 10-6. A Meet-the-
Artist reception was held on March 11th. A
native of Swampscott on the Massachusetts
coast, Ms. Tisdell has dabbled in art all her
life with sketching and drawing. She has
exhibited in various places in Central Massa-
chusetts and started taking art classes with

American Author Nathaniel Philbrick, an
expert on his subject, will discuss the travels
of George Washington at the North Main
Street Church in Uxbridge at 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, March 26.

Bill Griffiths at the Worcester Art Museum
“which brought me to a new level as an
artist.” Booklovers’ Gourmet was her first
exhibit in 2020 and 2021.

FRIDAYS DURING LENT

MARCH 24 AND 31

« Lenten Fish Dinners, dine in or take out,
are being offered at St. Denis Church, Doug-
las, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. (NOT on April

6). Includes baked fish, coleslaw, tartar
sauce and your choice of baked potato or
white rice. For an additional cost, add a cup
of homemade clam chowder. Prices to be
determined; order online before 7:00 p.m.
the Thursday prior, or tickets will be avail-
able at the door on Friday (while supplies
last). SaintDenisChurch.com/fish-dinners.
(ash, check or Square payments accepted
on arrival.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

« The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s Home & Community Expo will

be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at
Northbridge High School, 427 Linwood
Ave., Whitinsville. This is one of the area’s
premier events to advertise your business to
residents and prospective customers. In ad-
dition to single booths, double booths and
nonprofit booths,, a “golden egg” exhibitor
add-on provides for a prime location on the
floor with identification as part of the scav-
enger hunt. Small businesses from all over
the Blackstone Valley will showcase their
products and services. For more informa-
tion, contact Liz 0'Neil, loneil@blackstone-
valley.org or 508-234-9090 Ext. 102.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26

« Author Nathaniel Philbrick will present
“Travels with George and the Importance

of Local History” at 2:00 p.m. at the North
Main Street Church, 23 North Main St.,
Uxbridge. Mr. Philbrick’s latest bestseller,
“Travels with George: In Search of Washing-
ton and His Legacy,”was published in Sep-
tember of 2021. A book signing will follow
Mr. Philbrick’s remarks and books will be
available for purchase by cash or check only,
courtesy of the Samuel Slater Experience
pop-up shop. This event is sponsored by the
Uxbridge Historical Society, the Arthur R.
Taft Memorial Trust and the Board of Library
Trustees.

MONDAY, MARCH 27

« Ed the Wizard's Alchemy Laboratory
hosted by the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library,
2 Lake St., will be presented starting at
3:30 p.m. Mixing real science with magic,
patrons will learn and help perform magical
transfigurations, vanishes and other amaz-
ing feats using everyday household items.
This program is supported in part by a grant
from the Webster Cultural Council, a local
agency supported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state agency.

ON ORAROUND APRIL1
« Southwick’s Zoo, 2 Southwick St., Mendon,

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS -« IN & OUT
NO JOB [S TOO SMALL
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opens for the season, with such attractions
as a 35-acre deer forest, petting zoo, para-
keet landing walk-through aviary, EARTH
Discovery Center, Skyfari Ride, Woodlands
Express Train, Rainforest Conservation
Maze, Soaring Eagle Zipline and more.
www.southwickszoo.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL1

« The Town of Sutton will host its 2nd An-
nual Earth Day Cleanup. Anna Wence from
the Genius Hour at Sutton Middle School is
coordinating the event with friends Caitlyn,
Taylor and Teagan. Last year’s cleanup
resulted in the collection of two tons of
litter. Ms. Wence and her colleagues are
hoping to expand the initiative this year.
Al's Rubbish, the Sutton Police Department,

the Sutton Fire Department, Sutton 4H,

the Boy Scouts and the Board of Selectmen
have all pledged their support.
XBlackstone Valley Children’s Place &
Beginning Bridges CFCE will present a Free
Kids Fair at the Whitin Community Center,
60 Main St., Whitinsville, from 10:00 a.m. to
noon. The event includes WCC's “Eggstrava-
ganza"—an egg hunt with prizes.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2

« The Mumford Council #365 Knights of
Columbus will host a Palm Sunday Break-
fast at Mumford Hall, 77 Prescott Road,
Whitinsville, from 8:00 a.m. to noon. The
menu will include Omelets to Order, French
Toast, Scrambled Eggs, Home Fries, Baked
Beans, Sausage, Coffee and more. Cost is

$12 for adults, $10 for seniors and $6 for
children under 12.

«The New England Country Music Club will
host dancing featuring “DJ Felicia” at the
Uxbridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St.
Doors open at 12:15 with live music from
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. www.facebook.com/
NECountryMusicClub.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Joe lamartino of the Thompson Historical
Society for a talk, “The Nipmuc Lithic Trail,"
at the First Congregational Church, 307 Bos-

HAPPENINGS!

continued on page 12
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green

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the fresh airl

Blossom with friends & family on guided walks, hikes, pedals,
paddles, runs, events and more.
www.thelastgreenvalley.org

IIey'

Certificates
Available

Buy any dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or o
lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party. g '=«
Not combinable with other offers or specials. Offer expires 4-28-23

~ Sun-Thurs: 11a-9p
Fri-Sat: 11a-10p

MexicalisFreshMex.com

Dine In & Takeout!
Gift

' -‘1 g
Sundays

Wings 50c
All Day

INDOOR DINING

Take-out Always Available
Online orders with pickup or delivery

f 41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA * 508-461-5070
Like Us! n

* FREE ESTIMATES
* GENERAL CARPENTRY
* DRY WALL REPAIR

* RENOVATIONS
MA# 155844 INSURED

CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

* ITEMS ASSEMBLED
* INTERIOR PAINTING
* ETCETERA....

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex
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HAPPENINGS!

continued from page 11

ton Road, Sutton, at 7:00 p.m. Go to www.
suttonhistoricalsociety.org for further info.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7

« The newly formed Men’s Discussion Group
meets for coffee, doughnuts and conversa-
tion from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Plummer
Place at the Northbridge Senior Center, 20
Highland St., Whitinsville. Call 508-234-
2002 Ext. 1305 for more details.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12

« The Massachusetts State Police Museum
and Learning Center invites patrons of
Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior
Center to explore the facility’s new home
at Memorial Square in Whitinsville. $5 cash
admission; a pizza luncheon will be served.
This is a self-drive, self-pay program. Space

5 LBS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
3 LES.HAMBURG OR

2 LBS HAM STEAKS OR

2 LBS PORK CHOPS QR

11/2 LBS HOT DOGS OR

2 LBS HAMBURG
3 LBS BONELESS PORK RIES OR

3 LBS PORK CHOPS OR
2 LB HOT DOGS

3 LB HAM STEAK OR
212 LB POT ROAST

YOUR CHOICE)

3 YEARS IN A ROW
! FIRST PLACE

BEST
BUTCHER SHOP

FALL-WINTER SPECIAL' -

2 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST

1 PACKAGE {1 1/2 LBS) FULLY COOKED PULLED PORK
1 12 LB NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK

1 RACK (2 LBS) BABY BACK RIBS

1LB OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE

7 LBES CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR

1 PACKAGE (1 12 LB} NY SIRLOIN STEAK

112 LB NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAK
3 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS OR

1 PACKAGE (1 1/2 LB) OF SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE QR
1 PACKAGE OF MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST (OF

is limited. Sign up with Amy Cowen at
Plummer Place.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13

« Celebrate the end of winter and design
your own floral arrangements to take home
at Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior
Center, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville. $15
per person payable the day of the program.
Includes all materials and instruction. Sign
up with Amy Cowen. Space is limited.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16

«The New England Country Music Club
hosts dancing featuring the “Crossfire” band
at the Uxbridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin
St. Doors open at 12:15 p.m. with live music
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. www.facebook.com/
NECountryMusicClub.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19
« Join Rainne Richards and the Plummer
Place Pluckers for a ukulele sing-a-along

concert featuring favorite songs from the
1950s, 1960s and 1970s at Plummer Place
at the Northbridge Senior Center, 20 High-
land St., Whitisnville, at 2:00 p.m. Lyrics
provided. All are welcome. Snacks will be
provided. Sign up at the front desk.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22

« Douglas’s Silver Club is sponsoring a bus
trip to New York City to see the new Titanic
exhibit. Cost is $120. There will be lunch

at Ann and Tony’s in the Bronx and time

on Arthur Avenue (lots of Italian bakeries,
butcher shops and delis). For more informa-
tion call Sue at 508-476-5820.

« A Home Baked Ham & Bean Supper is be-
ing offered by the Uxbridge Congregational
Church at 5:00 p.m. in the Community
House, 8 Court St., behind the Uxbridge
Town Common. The menu includes baked
ham, home-baked beans, potato salad,
coleslaw, brown bread, beverages and des-
sert. Donation is $12 per person. Children

508-248-7866

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20) Chariton, MA
www.EdStearnsDressedMeats.com

CHOICE OR

NO SUBSTITUTIONS.
PLEASE ORDER
IN ADVANCE

Tues. 9A

Wed. 9AM
Thur. 9AM
Fri. 9AM
Sat. 9AM

5 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS oR
3 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST
2 LBS HAMBURG OR
3LBS GROUND TURKEY
2 LBS STEW BEEF QR
1 LARGE CONTAINER OF BEEF OR CHICKEN CHILI
1 WHOLE OR CUT UP CHICKEN (3 LBS AVERAGE)] OR
1 PACKAGE OF SAUSAGE (1 12 LB) OF YOUR CHOICE
1 PORK TENDERLOIN OR
1LE OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE

4 LBS BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS QR
1 RING OF YOUR CHOICE KIELBASA (JALAPEND

CHEDDAR, COWBOY SAUSAGE OR ANDOUILLE SAUSAGE)
3LBS HAMBURG DR

2 LBS HOT DOGS
3 LB BONELESS PORK ROAST OR

3LBS BONELESS CHICKEMN BREAST
2 LBS STEW BEEF OR

1 PACKAGE OF MEATBALLS OF YOUR CHOICE
(ITALIAN, CHICKEN OR DORITO AN CHEESE)
11/2 LB HAM STEAKS OR

112 LB NY SIRLOIN STEAK
1 PACKAGE (1 1/2 LB) COOKED CHICKEN WINGS OF YOUR

1LE OF OUR BACON OF YOUR CHOICE
112 LB DELMONICO STEAK QR
1 RACHK {3-4 LES) ST. LOUIS RIBS

Store Hours
Butch Cl
M aPM . 5PM [ "“

D - i

under six are admitted free. Raffle tickets
will be available. RSVP by calling 508-244-
7849. A limited number of tickets will be
available at the door. Come enjoy good
fellowship and good food.

THURSDAY, APRIL 27

« Come dance the afternoon away to

music from the Disco era of the 1970s at
Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior
Center, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, 11:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Costume attire is highly
encouraged. $10 per ticket, limit two tickets
per person. Sponsored by AdviniaCare and
FIN.E. Sign up in the main office.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

«The Uxbridge PSG 2023 is hosting a Spring
Vendor Fair from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at
Uxbridge High School, 300 Quaker Highway.
More than thirty local vendors will be on
hand with unique gifts. Raffle items will be
available. PSG-raised funds go towards the
Uxbridge High School Class of 2023 gradu-
ation event to help students celebrateina
safe, alcohol and drug-free environment.
Contact Uxbridge PSG FMI: psquxbridge@
gmail.com or on Facebook @Uxbridge-
PSG2023-Parents for a Safe Graduation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

« Music for seniors by Howie Newman will
be presented at The Residences at Advini-
aCare, Northbridge, from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Howie Newman brings music and laughter
through his original songs. This program

is sponsored in part by a grant from the
Northbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

TUESDAY, MAY 9

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Carol Crossed curator of the Susan B.
Anthony Birthplace Museum, with a talk,
“Vintage Tweets: A Book of Suffrage Era
Postcards,” at the First Congregational
Church, 307 Boston Road, Sutton, at 7:00
p.m. Go to www.suttonhistoricalsociety.org
for further info.

MAY 15-17

« Douglas’s Silver Club is sponsoring a
three-day trip to Maine (Portland and Ken-
nebunkport) that includes guided tours of

[RAFEETE
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both places, a tour of the Victoria Mansion,
a visit to the Seashore Trolley Museum
with a trolley ride, two nights lodging, two
breakfasts and two dinners (one of them
lobster) as well as some free time for shop-
ping. Cost is $399 per person. Call Sue at
508-476-5820 for further details.

MAY 27-28

- World War Il Tank Demonstration Weekend
takes place at the American Heritage
Museum, 568 Main St., Hudson, featuring
the M4 Sherman, the M24 Chaffee, the M5
Stuart, the M18 Hellcat, the M26 Pershing
and the first-ever event for the AHM's new
M35 Jackson Tank Destroyer. Times are 9:00
a.m. on Saturday and 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.
www.americanheritagemuseum.org or call
978-562-9182 for further details.

SATURDAY, JUNE 3

« St. Peter’s Parish, 39 Church Ave.,
Northbridge, is hosting a Yard Sale and
Vendor Fair from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Rain date is Saturday, June 10th. Volunteers
will be available to pick up donated items.
Vendors are welcome. Vendor tables may be
secured for $40. Call 508-234-2156 or email
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org for more
information.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10

« Get The Led Out performs at Indian Ranch,
200 Gore Road, Webster, 7:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 11

« Kip Moore performs at Indian Ranch,
200 Gore Road, Webster, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SATURDAY, JULY 1

« Chase Rice performs at Indian Ranch,
200 Gore Road, Webster, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SUNDAY, JULY 9

- Rumours: The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac
Tribute Show, takes the stage at Indian
Ranch, 200 Gore Road, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Andrew Noone, author of “Bathsheba
Spooner: A Revolutionary Murder Con-
spiracy,” at the First Congregational Church,
307 Boston Road, Sutton, at 7:00 p.m. Go
to www.suttonhistoricalsociety.org for
further info.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Mark Savois of the Thompson Historical
Society for the presentation “The Mass
15th of the Civil War and Wilder Holbrook,
Sutton,” at the First Congregational Church,
307 Boston Road, at 7:00 p.m. Go to www.
suttonhistoricalsociety.org for further info.



March 24,2023 « www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ The Yankee Xpress 13

Lucky Ducks will float again for hospitals’ fundraiser

BY JANET STOICA

ou know them, you love them,
and you've proven over the
many years of the Harrington

Auxiliary’s Lucky Duck fundraiser
event that it’s a proven winner for

ated (and awarded per department
requests) $10K in 2021-2022 for
the Webster and Southbridge
campuses. The Webster hospital
now has 24 in-patient beds in their
Psychiatric Unit along with 16 in
Southbridge and room for future

Weky Due

Lucky Ducks as depicted on this shirt are an important fundraising tool for the Harrington
Auxiliary, whose members work tirelessly for equipment and services.

raising valuable scholarship funds
for students in the towns served
by the two campuses of UMass
Memorial Health Harrington
Hospital.

The event is customarily held at
the Southbridge Town Common
where the numbered Lucky Duck
floating ornaments are available
for participants to choose when
making a donation. There are cool
prizes for those Lucky Ducks that
are randomly plucked from the
water during this great afternoon
outdoor fun event. The Webster
and Southbridge hospitals have
also been the beneficiaries of ad-
ditional fundraisers that have been
established by the Auxiliary. The
group has worked tirelessly and
persistently over the many years of
their existence, including during
the times of COVID, to raise funds
for equipment and services at the
UMass Memorial Health Har-
rington Hospital facilities in the
two towns.

The Lucky Ducks are certainly
not the Auxiliary’s only fundraising
event as they have recently com-
pleted their $10,000 pledge for the
renovation of the Cancer Center
Pharmacy in Southbridge in June
2022 as well as their pledge to the
Southbridge ER renovation com-
pleted in June 2022. They appropri-

expansion.

Barbara Avery, president of
the Auxiliary and a member since
2012, stated that the group’s mis-
sion is to raise funds to support
all hospital programs. “Our efforts
have benefitted various hospital
departments with services and
items such as childrens’ toys,
basic Spanish classes for our
Emergency Room personnel to
assist patients of Spanish descent,
comfort supplies, therapy games,
art supplies for the behavioral
health departments, and scholar-
ships for students totaling $15,000.
The scholarships are awarded to
those students who are pursuing
healthcare careers. This year the
Auxiliary will award five $3,000
scholarships.

“We also work with Thompson
Speedway every August to hold
our Annual Classic Car Show. It’s
such a great event and we are very
grateful for Thompson Speedway’s
support of this worthy cause. There
are close to 100 vehicles in the
fields of the Speedway where the
cars on display are also judged. We
hold 50/50 raftles and trophies are
awarded to the winning vehicles.
The Speedway graciously opens its
grounds to the public all day. We
have deejays playing great music
with continuous additional rafles.

It’s one of our most well-attended
events and has become very suc-
cessful”

The Auxiliary has provided
financial support for many projects
that benefit staff, patients and
the local community includ-
ing $50,000 for the new Webster
Emergency Department, $25,000

members chose to begin a new
phase of community service. The
Auxiliary welcomes and looks
forward to meeting and working
with new members from all de-
nominations and churches. If there
are other groups in the 17-town
area who are seeking to offer their
volunteerism for this valuable and

worthwhile team, please contact
Kelly Hibbard, Manager of Vol-
unteer Services at (508) 765-9771,
Ext. 6472. They will welcome
you and your greatly appreciated
service!

jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

for the Webster Recovery Services
Unit, $50,000 for the Southbridge

mnegeney Depments o | | DY STRY QDDA IPELUS)

the robotic Rapid Disinfector.
The PLUS W 80 nuch uore. ..

According to their historical
records, the Auxiliary is an orga-
nization that began in 1932 and is
composed of dedicated men and
women who have joined together
to volunteer their time and talents
to support and enhance hospital
services. They work to create inter-
est in their members and the public
to volunteer their time and service
without financial compensation. :
Their many fundraisers provide e o
the two hospital campuses with . . .
needed mofey for eqlljlipment and Kitchen Design ¢ Kitchen Ca
programs to enhance patience
comfort and care and their contin-
ued interaction with the communi-
ties provide a vital link between
the two hospitals and the 17 towns
they serve.

The group has recently wel-
comed a local church club whose
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FREE PICK-UP
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s 3
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Millbury, MA - 508-523-7790

Ebthompson36@gmail.com * Free Estimates * Fully Insured
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BY AMY LECLAIRE

harried week. Dog owners

understand. We do the best we
can to give our pets the attention
they need and deserve, but some-
how, some way, we fall short.

“Luke, I just need to practice
one more time. We're going to go
for a walk. Promise”

Luke had been so patient with
me (and family) all week. Daddy
had another conference call.
Momma had more dances and
revisions. Bro was off to Boston.
Again. my heart went out to Luke
through all of it. He needed me,
but I just couldn’t grab the time
to give back. One more SEND.
One more POLISH. Luke didn’t
deserve such human craziness.
Yet still, he waited patiently. He
chewed his bone. He walked
around the house. He collapsed
on the floor and waited by the
door. He held onto one thought,
a fragile hope that I'd stop what I
was doing and think about how it
might feel to be a dog who can’t
grab his keys and go.

“If I can’t bring my dog, 'm
not going” The motto, a classic

I n his defense, it had been a

Dog Person quote, sits on the
border of a frame, one of a few
treasured gifts shared with me.
The saying became my mantra.
Luke’s been on crowded buses,
through fragrant Health & Beauty
aisles, and on the cement floors
of dog-friendly coffee-shops.

“Your dog is so cute! Do you
mind if I pet him?”

“Of course she doesn’t mind!”
Luke puts his chin up and smiles
like a dolphin for one more
person who reciprocates his af-
fection. I've developed a friendly
observation throughout my dog-
owning years. People seem kinder
in the presence of pooches.

“Is he a service dog?”

I can’t lie. Even though my dog
absolutely “serves” the needs of
the community, it’s just not ethi-
cal to pretend.

“My name is Luke Valentino.
My Momma writes stories about
me!” Luke is proud of me, proud
of the person he just met, and
proud to simply be out in public.
His expression, once again,
brings out the best in people.

“He’s not a service dog,” I con-
fess. “I'm a columnist. I take him
along for story inspiration.” Like
jelly from a doughnut, the white
lie oozes from my mouth. Writers
are not entitled to such special
treatment. Nevertheless, I want to
keep Luke in the loop.

“Want to take a selfie with

LIVING WITH LUKE

Lukey V. claims redemption

me?” Luke has no idea that most
dogs don’t go everywhere with
their owners. He very well may
think he’s a service dog. “You
can follow me on Instagram
too!” Luke’s personal web page,
found at livingwithlukevalentino,
features pieces of our excursions.
The content of the posts tend to
be light-hearted and humorous.
However, the pictures do not tell
the full story, I'm afraid. One
picture features Luke Valentino
playfully galloping along a trail
in the forest of Wells State Park,
Sturbridge. The date was Satur-
day, February 18th. Here’s how
things went down.

“Luke - Come!”

The command echoed with
the stern sound of my teacher’s
voice. Luke has responded to
this voice since he was an eight-
week-old pup. My neighbors have
heard the echo through opened
bedroom windows, while I've
watched Luke consider straying
from the yard. “LUKE, COME!”
I've caught him in the act so
many times. My voice, aided by
an electric collar which cor-
responds to a remotely charged
“beep” sound, has always been
effective. Add food rewards to the
mix, and the deal is sealed.

His electric collar had been
on during that hike pictured so
nicely on Instagram. His recall
had been stupendous. “Luke,

Now Hiring For:

COoOKks * Servers

Dishwashers - Housekeeping
Skilled & Visiting Nurses*

*May be Eligible for $3K - S20K Sign - On Bonus

Full Benefits Starting Day 1, Free Meals, Tuition Reimbursement,
401K w/Company Match, Best in Industry Mileage Reimbursement
for Traveling Positions $0.62.5 per Mile

88 Masonic Home Rd, Charlton, MA 01507
Direct Line: (508) 434-2325

E-Mail: DL-Recruiting@overlook-mass.org

www.overlook-mass.org/careers

Luke takes the polar plunge at Wells State
Park in Sturbridge

COME!” He heard my voice, then
the beep, and ran back to me as
though training for a horse race
“Don’t worry!! I just wanted to
see what the pavement smells like
up ahead! I'll never leave you,
Momma!”

Off-the-leash time has proved
an exhilarating experience for
both of us. Watching my dog
gallop amongst verdant pines
reminds me of the easy way in
which a tropical fish flows with
the current of the sea. Dogs natu-
rally need to run. I was about to
learn, however, that freedom can
also prove dangerous. Lukey V.
was about to claim redemption
for a week of neglect.

He tiptoed to a charming cove
bordering the lake and sniff. No
problem there. Then he dipped a
paw in to test the waters. Things
were getting hairy. My husband
sniffed out his next move and ap-
proached the shoreline. Before we
had a moment’s notice, he did the
dirty deed.

“Ahhhhh. So refreshing” Our
pup took the polar plunge. Worse,
he was completely unapologetic
about the move, and oblivious to
our calls. Like a child surrounded
by candy spat out of a pinata, he
moved freely, biting at the air to
catch bubbles. In my mind’s eye,
the song “I Feel Good” by James
Brown played on.

Lukey V. had seized the mo-
ment and wasn’'t about to stop,
just as his parents had not been
to halt their activities a week pri-
or. His paws flapped against the
water while he created bubbles
and swam like a confused duck.

“Luke!!” Our teaching voices
failed us this time. Meanwhile a
crowd of onlookers approached.

“Oh my gosh, look at him go!”

We tried to lure our one-year-

amyleclaire @hotmail.com

old pup back with treats.
“He doesn’t need food. He be

1>

like, ‘T got water, Man

The teen-ager’s remark dripped
with sarcasm. Nevertheless, it was
spot on. We watched our pup
grab minutes of unadulterated,
joy-infused moments. Cliché as it
may sound, Luke was in his own
world.

We had to wait for him, just as
he had for us. We snapped a few
pictures (may as well capture the
crazy) and, finally, something
struck our pup. Perhaps the cold
temperature had made its mark.
More likely—

“Oooh-weee!” He shook his
way to shore and accepted a few
treats. “Swimming sure does
work up the ol appetite” He
came back for food.

He shook off the cold until his
fur frizzed out like an afro on a
humid day. Then he rubbed him-
self, shoulder down, on the pave-
ment. Thankfully, the midday sun
was hot and full. We took him
to a grassy meadow along the
trail and let him shake, rub, and
absorb the heat. I even surprised
myself with a clever survival tool.
Though I'm not known to be the
G. L. Jane type of girl, the weapon
came to me like a dream. “T have
a blow-dryer packed in the car!”

We warmed and groomed our
pup until he appeared fresh and
flufty. Then we drove home and
counted our blessings while he
curled asleep in plush blankets
lining the floor of his travel crate.

Sometimes a dog needs to take
what he needs. Just as we do.

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Find Luke Valentino on Insta-
gram: @livingwithlukevalentino



he recent changes in home
Tprices are top of mind for

many as the housing market
begins gearing up for spring. It
can be
hard to
navigate
mislead-
ing head-
lines and
confusing
data, so
here’s
what you
should
know
about
today’s

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

home prices.

Local price trends still vary by
market. But looking at national
data, U.S. house prices were
largely unchanged in the last four
months and remained near the
peak levels reached over the sum-
mer of 2022. While higher mort-
gage rates have impacted demand,
low inventories of homes for sale
have helped maintain relatively
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REAL ESTATE

Wondering what’s going on with home prices?

about even the smallest decline
in prices. But keep in mind how
much home values grew over

the last few years. Compared to
that growth, any declines we’re
seeing nationally are likely to be
minimal. While prices continued
to fall from November, the rate of

flat house prices.

This chart shows that the
average decrease in the last two
quarters is about .47, which is less
than half of 1%.

What does this mean for
you? If you currently own your
house, you may be concerned

U.S. House Prices Largely Unchanged

2022 Month-Over-Month Percent Change in Home Values
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14 17 2 34 15 o086 Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
... .. S S—. —— e ————————
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 03 41 4 05 06 NA
FHFA
1.6 1.9 1.5 1.¢ 1.2 1.4 Jul  Aug 1.1 0 Nov Dec
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun -0.6 0.7 Sept Oct 04 NiA
Black Knight
i 23 27 25 15 02 Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
S SN NN c— ———— —_—
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 11 -1 05 04 NA 04
Corelogic
1.4 2.2 1.3 2.8 1.8 } Jul  Aug Sep Nov Dec
e———— &
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 03 07 05 -01 02 .04

Booklovers’ Gourmet to host
Ed Londergan for author talk

ooklovers’ Gourmet, 72
B E. Main St. in Webster,

welcomes Ed
Londergan on Satur-
day, March 25th from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. to talk
about his latest novel,
“Unlike Any Other;
and to sign copies of
the book.

Unlike Any Other
is a work of historical
fiction about Bathsheba
Spooner. It is the story
of an 18th Century
woman from a promi-
nent New England
family who went from
a life of privilege to the
gallows.

Signed copies of
Mr. Londergan’s book
will be available for
purchase.

Bathsheba Spooner
was the daughter of
Timothy Ruggles, a
general in the French
and Indian War, president of the
Stamp Act Congress, chief justice
of the Court of Common Pleas and
a leading loyalist in Massachusetts
during the Revolutionary War. He
was the epitome of upper class.

Like her father, Bathsheba was
smart, strong-willed and a staunch
British loyalist. Force to marry a

Mr. Londergan, author of “Unlike Any Other.”

decisions, and her ultimate demise
will show readers that Bathsheba
Spooner was in fact, Unlike Any
Other.

Ed Londergan is the author of
the award-winning books “The
Devils’ Elbow” and “The Long
Journey Home.”

Having researched American
history for many years, he is a
frequent speaker with a focus on
colonial Massachusetts.

A graduate of Holy Cross, he
lives in Warren.

man she did not love, she with-
stood her husband’s abuse for years

decline was lower than that seen
in the summer and still adds up
to only a 3% cumulative drop in
prices since last spring’s peak.

It’s also important to remember
that every local market is differ-
ent. That’s why it’s essential to
lean on experts from The Marzeo-
tti Group or a real estate profes-
sional for the latest information

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Laurie Sullivan

REALTOR
Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

Zme RE/MAX

ADVANTAGE 1

on the home prices in your area if
you’re planning to make a move
this spring.

To understand what’s going on
with home prices in your market
and how they could impact your
goals, contact The Marzeotti
Group at 617-519-1871 or a local
real estate professional today.

43 East Main St., Webster
Office: 508.943.4333
Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611
Web: hope2own.com
Email: Isullivan@hope2own.com

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
w=eem \Worcester, MA 01608
B[R ms

g Mark : :
i Marzeotti MLMarzeotti@gmail.com
Realtor www.marzeottigroup.net
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until a young Connecticut soldier
entered her life. But when this
well-heeled mother of three small
children discovered that she was
pregnant with the soldier’s child,
her thoughts quickly turned to
murder.

Based on a true story, the events
that follow Bathsheba’s life, her

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers
- Commercial and Residential -

Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

Many new:styles-and colors~"
to choose from. i

Visit our display by appointment ﬁ
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TI P S O N F I N A N C IA L P LA N N I N G dennis.antonopoulos @edwardjones.com

Can you count on

Ladies € Gents

Walk-ins Welcomel!

895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn
Located in the rear of Dunkin Donuts

774-420-6156
Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist

13 Cook Street,
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

www.SochiasOil.com
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SALES * SERVICE « INSTALLATION

Heating - Air Conditioning * 24 Hour Burner Service

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON,
MILLBURY, WEBSTER, GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service ¢ Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
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Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501-1303
508-832-5385

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/27/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Social Security?

fyoure
I getting

closer to
retirement,
you might
be think-
ing more
about Social
Security.
Specifically,
can you
count on it to contribute part
of the income you’ll need as a
retiree?

There’s been an increase in
alarming language surrounding
the solvency of Social Security,
but in reality, its prospects are
not nearly as gloomy as you
might have heard.

Here’s the story: Under current
law, Social Security is estimated
to exhaust its trust funds by 2035,
after which benefits could be cut
by 20%, according to the 2022
Social Security Trustees report.
However, the large cost of living
adjustment (COLA) (8.7%) for
2023 could cause the trust funds
to use up their resources sooner.

But this outlook may represent
a worst-case scenario. For one
thing, the cost of the 2023 COLA
will be somewhat offset by higher
taxes on workers contributing to
Social Security. The maximum
amount of earnings subject to

BY DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

the 6.2% Social Security tax
jumped from $147,000 in 2022 to
$160,200 in 2023. And in looking
down the road, further increases
in this earnings cap may also
help reduce the gap in the trust
funds. Increasing the payroll tax
is another possibility for boosting
funding to Social Security.

And here’s a political real-
ity: Social Security is a popular
program and it’s unlikely that
any future Congress wants to be
blamed for reducing benefits. Of
course, there are no guarantees,
but it seems fair to say that you
can reasonably expect some ben-
efits from Social Security when
you retire.

But perhaps the bigger issue
is just how much you should
depend on Social Security for
your retirement income. On
average, Social Security benefits
will provide about 30% of a ben-
eficiary’s preretirement earnings,
according to the Social Security
Administration. But the higher
your earnings before you retire,
the lower the percentage that will
be replaced by Social Security.

Still, you’ll want to maximize
the benefits that are available to
you—and that means deciding
when to start taking Social Se-
curity. You can begin as early as
62, but your monthly payments

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

REMIEnterprises

Pick up is also available

THEBEST,DEAL AROUND!!!

ALLTHEIME!- Cash/Paid

for'\Your Lnght & Heavy/Scrap

CONCRETE?
* Buy ONLY what you need

* Less Expensive than bagged and
large mixers

* Custom Mix / Pour on the job

* Cost Effective « No Waste

*1 Yard Minimum

WHY SMALL LOAD

* Flexibility - according to your schedule

could be as much as 30% lower
than your normal (or “full”)
retirement age, which will likely
be between 66 and 67.

Even if you were to wait until
your full retirement age before
collecting Social Security, you’ll
also need to draw on other
sources of funding. So, while you
are still working, it’s a good idea
to keep contributing to your IRA
and 401(k) or other employer-
sponsored retirement plan.

The amount you contribute
should depend on your over-
all financial strategy and your
financial needs, so, for example,
you probably shouldn’t put in
so much into your retirement
accounts that you feel significant
stress in your monthly cash flow.
But when you do get a chance to
invest more in these accounts,
such as when your salary goes up,
you may want to take advantage
of the opportunity.

Ultimately, you should be able
to count on Social Security as
part of your retirement income.
You may want to consult with a
financial professional to deter-
mine when taking Social Security
makes the most sense for you and
how you can also get the most
from your other retirement ac-
counts. You’ll want a retirement
income strategy that’s built for
the long run.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Adbvisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Edward
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert Street,
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com. Edward Jones
Member SIPC

Homeowners
- Patios
- Steps
» Fence Posts

- Decks

* Retaining Walls
*» Pool Decks

Contractors

- Gas Stations
* Road Work

- Footings
 Curbing

- Sidewalks

» Pre-Cast

Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
Concrete finishing services available
Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 - www.smallloadconcrete.com
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THE CAR DOCTOR jpaul@aaanortheast.com

Infiniti JX35’s wheel balance and suspension issue is tricky

Iown
a 2013
@ Infiniti

JX35 (today’s
QX60) and
recently have
been experi-
encing a sus-
pension issue:
when driving
at high speed,
as well when the car goes over a
bump or over a pothole, I experi-
ence a vibration through the
steering column. It feels as if the
wheels are vibrating. Have re-
placed the shocks (Infiniti OEM
parts) along with lower control
arms and sway bars (also OEM
parts). Ihave gotten the tie-rods
checked out by a mechanic. Have
also gotten the tires balanced as
well as alignment checked. While
the ride has improved with the
suspension parts replacement
(car has 120k miles) the problem
has not been fixed. The me-
chanic has also checked out the
steering column itself. Wonder-
ing what else could be driving
this feeling of wheel vibration
through the steering column.
Any ideas or suggestions?

BY JOHN PAUL

This model Infiniti is

A very fussy about wheel

@ balance and suspension
wear. There are several technical
bulletins about proper procedure
balancing the wheels. In addition,
there are notes about checking
the ball joints and control arms
(transverse link). Even the slight-
est movement requires replace-
ment. Since those items have
been replaced, the next step is to
look at the power steering itself.

The other tip that I have read is
the power steering pump may
need an insulator (a fancy foam
ring) that isolates power steering
vibrations and noise.

I ordered a Chevy 2500
extended cargo van on
@ April 30 2021. You read
that right, 2021. It has still not
been built. After finally contact-
ing the general manager, where
I ordered it from, I was told the
holdup is that I ordered an 8-cyl-
inder engine. They offered to get
me a 6-cylinder engine that they
felt reasonably confident they
could order through a dealership
they own in Florida. However,
it would be a GMC Savana. I
have no problems with a Savana.
(There has been a $5000 increase
in the vans since I ordered mine).
I have followed a GMC blog that
someone posted that 8 cylinder
engines are not being offered
in vans anymore, but I cannot
find any info stating this. After
they showed me the build sheet,
I noticed that Bluetooth was not
listed. When I questioned this, I
was informed that it is only avail-
able with the 8-cylinder engine.
That doesn’t seem right to me as
I cannot see what one has to do
with the other. My questions to
you are: are 8 cylinder engines
being offered in vans anymore?
Do you have any thoughts on the
6-cylinder engine for an extended
cargo van? What, if anything,
does Bluetooth have to do with
an 8-cylinder? Do you know what
the holdup is on building these
vehicles after almost 2 years?
Have you ever heard of GM price
protection?

LEtuSelpyoulanaimstowinterestassautomyouracar

Professional Car Cleaning

Motorcycles & Boats

Now offering Ceramic Coatin

((

Now Offering
Ceramic Coating

218 Worcester St., N. Grafton

774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

Wﬂ' @I@rg

AUTO
DETAIL
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ﬂnfm 'rawmﬂ
& Truck Trailer Repair

5082158924

I looked on the GMC

A website and the 6-clinder

@ engine is quite robust at
276 horsepower and 296 foot
pounds of torque, and it the
standard engine for this extended
wheelbase 2500 series van. The
8-cylinder engine is a little over
400 horsepower and shows avail-
able. This is the same configura-
tion for the Chevrolet Express
cargo van. The dealer is correct
the Bluetooth communications
package according to the website
is only available with the V-8
engine as a factory option. Supply
chain issues and semiconductor
chips are still a problem. Look-
ing at both GMC and Chevrolet’s
websites there is very limited in-
ventory of both vehicles on dealer
lots or in transit to dealers. In
fact I found no 2022 V-8 engine
extended wheelbase vans in stock
within 250 miles of my zip code.
Regarding price protection, from
what I have read-the big print
states, if the vehicle was ordered
during a certain time frame, the
price won't go up. The little print
states, there are exclusions and
commercial vehicles may be one

of them.

I have a 2011 Chevy
traverse, just got a new
® AAA BATTERY installed

by AAA tech. While installing I
noticed a black tube and asked
what that was used for, and tech
said to air vent battery but my
battery was missing the elbow air
unit to attach and advised I get
one ASAP. Do I need one of these
air kits and should I get a tech to
install it?

All batteries give off

A fumes and when they are

@ under the hood it is not
a problem. In your Traverse the
battery is located in the car so
there is a vent tube to allow gases
to escape and prevent corrosion.
You should get the vent installed,
and any mechanic or DIY’er
should be able to put the vent
tube assembly back in the car.
These vent kits are available at
most auto parts stores.

What are your thoughts
on using a torque wrench

@ on oil drain plugs. I re-
cently saw a mechanic changing

oil using a battery impact driver.
When I asked he said he has it set
to the proper torque.

You can’t accurately tight-

A en any fastener with a

@ power tool, battery or air.
Drain plugs have different speci-
fications. On one of my vehicles,
the drain plug is tighten to 25-32
foot pounds on the other vehicle
(both 4-cylinder engines) the
other is 18 foot pounds. When in
doubt use a torque wrench.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s
Car Doctor. He has over forty
years’ experience and is an ASE-
certified master technician. He
will answer readers’ questions
each week. Email your questions
to jpaul@aaanortheast.com. Fol-
low John on Twitter @johnfpaul
and friend him on Facebook at
mrjohnfpaul.

==
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BUY & PAY

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Bad Credit * No Credit
No Problem
WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

Come Check Out Our Prices!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.

204 Main Street * Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS SPE-

CIALISTS

* Chip & Crack Repair
¢ Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

 Fabrication of flat glass

¢ Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

¢ Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,

motor home, windows & sunroofs
 Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles

* Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

¢ Quality workmanship guaranteed

* Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
 Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 » 508-949-1327
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

¢ In-shop service * Free mobile service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net
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SPORTS

Numbers up, future promlsmg for Shepherd Hill wrestlers

BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

wrestling program has not been

fortunate enough to have a full
team. This year some 40 athletes
turned up for the initial tryouts,
though, leaving Coach Ray Ayotte
optimistic as the winter season got
under way.

“I really don't know what hap-
pened this year, for some reason
kids started coming out of the
woodwork to try wrestling,” the
coach said. “We'll be a very young
team, but one that will be great for
the future. In the past we've had to
forfeit a lot of matches because we
couldn’t fill the weight classes. This
year was different”

Ayotte has been with the pro-
gram for eight years and he cannot
remember the last time that he had
a full roster.

One of the biggest surprises
on the wrestling season for the
Fighting Rams was eighth grader
Sam Philion. The middle schooler
recorded 20 plus wins this season
wrestling in the 106-pound weight

I n the past the Shepherd Hill

class and qualified for the State
Tournament, where he unfortu-
nately went 1-2 and was elimi-
nated. While he may have found

a diamond in the rough for this
past season, Ayotte believes that he
will lose the middle schooler to St.
John’s next year.

In addition to Philion, Shepherd
Hill also had three other grapplers
qualify for the State competition.
Advancing into the post -season
tournament were Sawyer Ayotte
at 138 and alternates Justin Kelly
at 113 and Diego Gutierrez in the
heavy weight (285) division.

In the Division 1 West Central
Sectional Tournament Ayotte
finished in second place and then
took home fifth place in the State
Tournament, allowing him to gain
access to the All-State Tournament.
Kelly and Gutierrez both finished
fifth in their respective weight
classes in the Sectionals, giving
them that alternate status for the
State Tournament.

At the States a wrestler failed
to make weight in the 113-pound
weight class, allowing Kelly to step
up and get his opportunity. Being

%}*acbnéér

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

#%%, CAPITOL SIDING &
B, HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.
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30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981
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Scott Milner
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7 Industrial Park West,
Building 2
Oxford, MA 01540
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the alternate, Kelly was ranked
as the final wrestler (16th) in the
weight class, but the Shepherd Hill
wrestler fought his way out of the
bottom all the way to finish in fifth
place.

“He continued to practice all
week and was ready to go when
he found out that he would be
wrestling in the State Tourna-
ment,” Coach Ayotte said. “Justin
had a bad day at the Sectionals
and was a much better wrestler
than he showed that day, so he was
pumped up and very excited to get
the opportunity to wrestle in the
States”

According to the coach, the two
sophomores finished just about

where they should have finished
in the State Tournament. The four

athletes in front of both Shepherd
Hill wrestlers are unbelievable
grapplers.

Overall, Coach Ayotte was able
to field a team that participated in
each and every weight class this
winter and although a relatively
young team he is optimistic about
the squad’s future.

“Sawyer and Justin are only
sophomores, and we have a bunch
of freshmen and eighth graders
on the team,” Ayotte said. “They
are all on the same track giving us
a very solid foundation over the
next few years. This year’s success
is starting to show we are making

our mark and getting more atten-
tion coming?”

The success that the Shepherd
Hill wrestling program has had is
giving the coach more hope that
more wrestlers will come out for
the team next year. He hears the
whispers of the reputation that
the team is earning and people are
talking about the Fighting Rams
wrestlers.

Participating in the All-State
Tournament Kelly was eliminated
on day one, while Ayotte took sixth
place and qualified to continue his
season at the New England Cham-
pionships on March 3rd and 4th.



BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

The Carter family left Dud-

leytown for the wilderness of
Binghamton, New York. The

Dudleytown curse followed them to
their new home. Not long after they
settled into Binghamton, the entire
family was slaughtered by Indians.

Ed and Lorraine Warren men-
tioned the village in their 1989
book “Ghost Hunters” The Warrens
wrote about accounts from the
1930s where local youths would
drive up the old roads to the highest
point of the hill to make out. The
deserted village was also the perfect
place to scare their dates. One story
pertains to a certain football captain
who took his girlfriend up to the
ghost town and began to tell her
stories of ghosts and demons. He
got so into the story, he spooked
himself and ran from the vehicle,
leaving the girl behind. Was it a
prank, did he really see something,
or did his imagination overwhelm
him?

Many of the stories in regard
to the early days of the town, its
people, haunts and creatures began
circulating around the 1930s. The
town is mentioned in 1939 but
again, not so much in regard to the
horrors, but in the famous people
who founded it. In 1960, Fessenden
Blanchard wrote about Dudley-

town and mentioned the curse as
it was related to him. He described
the vanished settlement as, “a few
crumbling cellars, massive stone
walls and overgrown footpaths
which were formerly roads”

The tales of monsters and cursed
ground in Dudleytown have drawn
people from far and wide and
unfortunately, not all of them were
harmless ghost hunters. Satanic
rituals became a common problem
in the woods, and many are certain
this may have released negative en-
ergy into the air that still lingers to
this day. If Dudleytown was never
haunted, it most certainly may be
now.

In 1971, Joseph Owens wrote
about the history of Dudleytown. It
was mostly a recount of the events
that plagued the villagers through
the years, and once again, the
“curse” was to blame.

In 1983 a film crew decided
to do a story on the ghost town.
Their accounts only helped cement
the legend when the reporter got
violently ill while trying to tell the
story, and the equipment refused
to work while in the confines of the
village.

I was very fortunate to be able to
visit Dudleytown many years ago
before it was forbidden and illegal
to enter. The trails, during our visit,
were thinly defined in most cases

March 24,2023 « www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ The Yankee Xpress 19

Dudleytown ll: The most haunted place in the U.S.?

with Dudleytown Road and Dark
Entry Road meeting a few miles
from their origin in the center of
the old town. Any evidence of a
once-thriving village was either long
gone or covered by the overgrowth
of time. The woods were eerily quiet
and void of wildlife, yet there was a
certain serenity about them. It felt
as if the trees and remains of stone
walls and foundations were eager to
speak of the history that made the
place so famous. There are plenty

of tales to peruse of the place and
plenty of people who swear the
stories are true, whether they have
experienced the town for them-
selves or have only read about the
history and haunts.

The area of Dudleytown is
privately owned and has been for
some time. Anyone caught within
the boundaries of what was once
Dudleytown will be arrested for
trespassing. The town has gone as
far as to rename the roads in order
to confuse and thwart thrill seekers
from going up there in the first
place. Why Dudleytown? Is it the
story of the ill-fated Dudley family
coming to New England to settle?

Is it the stories of cloven-hoof
beasts that drove residents to the
brink of their sanity? Was it the
mysterious over publicized ill-luck
of the townsfolk? Was it any of these
or all?

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)
Single-tooth implants | Full-mouth reconstruction
Computer-Guided Surgery | 3D Cone-Beam X-ray
Crowns | Veneers | Advanced Esthetics

Real People. Real Results.

See more of Jen's case and more
REAL Before and After cases
actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

whitinsville
family dentistry

(508)234-8107

12 Prospect Street
Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo's Before and Afters?

See them when they're brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

& @dr.jasontubo

Abandoned ghost towns cre-
ate the perfect backdrop for the
creation of scary stories and myths.
The tales of ghosts, demons, curses,
satanic rituals and tragedy have
made many swear that Dudleytown
is the most haunted place in the

United States. Even if the place is
now forbidden from the eyes, one
may read about its history, using
imagination to paint their own pic-
ture in deep corners of the mind.
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS

* Crown Boilers
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WARRANTY. )
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Central air conditioning Which will help prevent
and ductless mini splits system breakdowns.

HELP WANTED -
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

¢ Employs allergen filtration
to reduce germs, bacteria
and viruses.

¢ Provides year-round
comfort that keeps you
cool in the summer too.

¢ Requires no ductwork,
so installation is quick
and easy.
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24-Hour Emergency Service -Extended Labor Warranty Available
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Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about HUGE
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eDumpster Rentals
eJunk Removal
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eDemolition Services

Spring Dumpster Special
10 yard dumpster $300
15 yard dumpster $350

20 yard dumpster $450
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Serving Webster and surrounding
Worcester County towns




