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Why Not?
By Amy Buskey

Why not? The late great
Doug Ross (1921-2012) of
Norwood used to ask the same
question, and by doing so, he
and his friends got things done
around town. Trivial things to
some, but as often is the case, it
1s those little, personable things
that can have a significant im-
pact on people.

If you have lived in Norwood
for any length of time, chances
are you know a Ross. I certainly
do, and remember well meet-
ing Doug and getting to know
him. As a former photojournal-
ist for the Bulletin newspapers,
it was inevitable I would cross
paths with Doug eventually.
Most notable was his appear-
ance as Grand Marshal during
the 2011 Norwood 4th of July
parade. His reach extended far;
through his love of square danc-
ing and his time with the senior
center. Add to that a lifelong
member of the Norwood Elks,
and there are many people who
knew him.

Doug had many friends too,

Nature Calls

and it was 1n his later years he
formed the “Why Nots™ with
several of them. The “Why
Nots” simply consisted of Doug
and some old friends. He would
make a few calls or leave a few
messages to hold an impromptu
meeting at a local donut spot,

-

and the group would meet up
to brainstorm. I recently caught
up with daughter Ellen (Ross)
Rano of Norwood, who re-
called one such Why Not idea.
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Funeral Home

126 Walpole Street, Norwood, MA 02062
Phone: (781) 762-0174 « Fax: (781) 762-2818
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A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720 * 508-676-2454

W Rngs

Those Bells?

By MicHELE TARANTO

For those new to Norwood,
you have probably heard the bells
coming from the Town Hall tower,
but thought, ‘It must a recording.’
Absolutely not. Those beautiful
notes are being played live, most
of the time by Norwood resident
Lee Leach, on Norwood’s own
Carillon.

The mstrument was a gift to his
fellow townspeople from the late
Walter E Tilton, a prominent local
banker, and civic leader. It is a
pitched, percussion, 50-bell instru-
ment cast by Gillett and Johnston,
Bellfounders, Croydon, England,

and, together with the Norwood
Memorial Building and Tower,
was dedicated on Armistice Day;,
November 11, 1928.

How special is Norwood? Ac-
cording to Guild of Carillonneurs,
there are less than 200 carillons in
North America. As rare as the in-
strument is, however, how far does
the town need to look for a skilled,
experienced player? Not far at all!
Norwood’s own Lee Leach per-
forms most of the concerts, along
with a few guest musicians.

BELLS

continued on page 3

BOSTONNOBILETIRE COH

CALL 781.571. 3065
S50 °F any service | 100°F 4 tires

Register for Our

Next FREE

Gift of Planning

Seminar

Aug. 12th ang Sept. 9th 4t 1:00 p-m.
Reservations by Aug. 10th (for 08/12)

and by Sept. 7th (for 09/09)




Page 2

Norwood Local Town Pages | www.norwoodtownnews.com

August 2023

NATURE
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‘A lot of residents had either
nonexistent or too small a num-
ber on their homes,” Ellen remi-
nisced. “The Why Nots would go
door to door and hand out
large numbers to residents
to better identify their
homes.”

Because this was before
modern technology, the
mission was well received
by the Norwood Police
and Fire departments re-
garding locating a home
during an emergency.

Another notable Why
Not was Doug’s general
observation of the police
cruisers. He questioned
why the cruisers were not
backed into their parking
spots for a quick out when
a call comes in. An excel-
lent question - it is simply
good old fashioned com-
mon sense — heck I back
my car in wherever I park.

“The police chief at the time
wanted nothing to do with him,”
Ellen recalled. “But Chief Brooks
listened, and the cruisers are still
backed into their spots to this
day.”
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That comes as no surprise
to me. In my time in Norwood,
I photographed Chief Brooks
too, for his formal head shot. He
struck me as an open-minded
individual, and a great listener
who made the path to his desk

a friendlier one. And speaking
of paths, those walking trails at
Hennessy Iield? Yep, the Why
Nots made their mark there as
well getting some donated land
developed into the trails many
residents use every day.

While Doug and the Why
Nots are sadly all gone now, their
simple general observations and
push to action really does live on.
As Thit the fast forward button to
2023, I found myself asking the
very same question that Doug
used to — why not? The entrance
to my neighborhood houses a

NORWOOD B

NEED A PROPANE

REFILL?
$700

a 20 1b Fill

VIW, local 5390 to be exact. My
husband and I pass by it all the
time, and as a gardener I could
not help but notice the grounds
were an eyesore. The areas that
framed the building were devoid
of any colorful plants, a look of
near abandonment re-
ally. I found it sad that
our neighborhood vet-
erans walk past such
dismal grounds with
nothing more than a
sprinkling of cigarette
butts to look at. As if
Doug were working
through me, I blurted
out to my husband
— why not donate a
redo of the garden
beds? Why not? A few
texts and messages
later, our offer was
well received by the
post commander, and
brand-new gardens
were installed just in
time for the Memorial
Day weekend. A fitting
tribute for those who
serve or have served,
the entrance to the once barren
5390 1s now framed with a col-
orful collection of biodiversity.
Butterflies dance among the
perennials, and people linger a
bit longer. Birds and bees now
fly where there once were none,
and the spirit of Doug Ross (late
WWII Coast Guard Veteran) and
the Why Nots truly lives on, far
beyond Norwood.

Amy Buskey, formerly of Norwood
ts a wildlife rehabilitator (RI) and con-
servationist. She and her husband Rick
reside in Rhode Island with their beagle,
Doug

off

(with coupon)
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305 Providence Highway, Norwood
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Forget the Beach, the
Cape, the Mountains;
Summer in Norwood!

By MicHELE TARANTO
It 1s hard to be bored in Nor-

wood in the summer. The Town
provides many cost-effective, if
not free, options each and every
week through the warm season.
For outdoors, there can be events
held on the Town Common four
times a week. The Norwood

widely admired.

On the Common, there are
three weekly opportunities to lis-
ten to exceptional music under
the stars. On Sundays, the Con-
certs on the Common series cel-
cbrates its 29th year of hosting
big bands. Mondays, Norwood’s
hidden gem, the carillon, fills the

Recreation Department offers
a full school vacation schedule
to keep the kids active and busy
almost every day. Indoors, the
Morrill Memorial Library and
the Norwood Historical Society,
boast many day and evening
classes, book clubs, and speak-
ers. To beat the heat and the
hot kitchen, there are so many
choices for indoor and outdoor
dining throughout the Town is

2 EMPANADAS

UBER EATS - DOOR DASH - GRUBHUB

air with soothing bells, and on
Wednesdays, Summerfest keeps
Norwood’s hub rocking. There is
also the Norwood Farmers Mar-
ket every Tuesday afternoon, 2-6
p-m., that not only offers fresh
food choices and ingredients, but
entertainment for the kids and
many themed days activities.

SUMMER

continued on page 5

111 Lenox St.
Nahatan Place
Norwood

Visit us at
Prieto-empanadas.
com/norwood
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Shortly after moving to Nor-
wood in 1995, Leach attended

a Carillon recital and as a musi-

Lee Leach

clan was excited to learn more
this unique instrument. Through
a recommendation from former
Assistant Town Manager Bernie
Cooper, he was introduced to
carillon instructor Sally Slade out
of Cohasset. Becoming a profi-
cient Carillonneur, even for an
already experienced instrumen-
talist, took dedication and many
lessons to perfect this complicated
instrument.

“It took a number of years to
get my proficiency and a reper-
toire of music for an hour-long
performance,” Leach said. You
can’t play more than that as it can
be a bit heavy and ponderous to
play for long periods of time.”
And hot. While Leach played
to celebrate the country’s inde-
pendence on the 4th of July this
year, the temperature reached 84
degrees in the tower, which, you
guessed it, it not air conditioned.
Only a fan provides any heat re-
lief to the Carillonneur.

Since 1997, Leach has been
Norwood’s primary Carillon-
neur. If you are hearing the bells,
more than likely it is Leach up
in the tower. Throughout the
Summer Carillon Concert Se-
ries, however, the town invites
guest Carillonneurs to play on
Monday evenings, at 6:30 p.m.
These musicians come from
throughout Massachusetts and

New England, including Boston,
Somerville, Wellesley, Groton,
and Cohasset, and as far as New
York, Vermont, and California.

In turn, Leach has been invited
as a guest recitalist on other caril-
lons, primarily in New England,

“I most often might play the
carillon at St. Stephen’s Episco-
pal Church, Cohasset, Massachu-
setts, which has 57 bells,” Leach
said. “I am, also, very familiar
with the carillon at Wellesley
College but that instrument has
32 bells and some of the music I
would play in Norwood and Co-
hasset would not work so well on
the smaller carillons.”

One of the many unique as-
pects of a carillon is that they can
vary in size, thus creating differ-
ent sounds. Norwood’s carillon is
on the larger side of traditional
carillons. It is much easier to let
the expert describe the difference
in the instruments.

“Officially, a traditional caril-
lon consists of a series of at least
23 tuned bells played from a
keyboard that allows expressive-
ness through variation in touch,”
Leach explained. “Most of the
approximately 175 carillons in
the US are comprised of between
47 to 60 bells; Norwood’s has 50.
No two carillons are alike and so
it is difficult to compare or rate
them, but Norwood’s is known
to have exceptional harmonic
sounds and great timbre across
the entire set of bells and has
Rgreat ability for a wide range
of expression. It is played from
a keyboard that allows expres-
sion through variation of touch.”

The carillon is just one of
many attributes that retain Nor-
wood’s exceptional status (at least
by its residents) as one of the
most charming towns in Mas-
sachusetts. But residents are not
limited to experiencing only car-
illon music from just down below.
Listeners are invited to the tower
any time they hear those magical
sounds to view the bells and the
man behind them! Inquiries for
tours can also be done by con-
tacting Norwood Town Hall, at
781-762-1240.

“It [the carillon] has always

been something I feel the com-
munity cherished,”

GET A

We lin

$1,000

BONUS
BY GOING

SOLAR!

Residential
Duplex | o
Eommercial
Mult
Vietal
andiViore!

We provide a SunPower 25 Year Warranty.
Not through a third party! We cover everything we
install whether it's the panel, screws or mounts!

No project is too
big nor to small!
We can help you

save up to 60%

Call us to see if your
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978-761-9844
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RECENT NORWOOD TRANSACTIONS

50 Ridgewood Dr ...... $440,000 643 Walpole St......... $590,000 15EmersonDr......... $940,000
9ValleyRd............. $525,000 32RockSt............. $587,000 33 Geraldine Drive ... $1,050,000
85 Jacobsen Dr ........ $480,000 64 HowardSt.......... $655,000 90WilsonSt.......... $1,185,000
38 Brookfield Road....... $665,000 232 Prospect Street ....$612,000 462 Nahatan St U:C5 ...$325,000
46 Mylod St............ $500,000 110WalpoleSt......... $753,000 365 Washington St U:10$370,000
432 Nahatan St ........ $530,000 64 ElliotSt............. $630,000 35 Austin Street U:3....$435,000
231 E Cross Street...... $565,000 20HighSt............. $670,000 909 Washington St U:4 . $580,000
22 Lenox Ave .......... $560,000 153 Spruce Road....... $650,000 70 Endicott St U:202....$615,000
23 LawndaleRd........ $555,000 193rdSt............... $738,000 82 Cedar Street U:82 ...$727,000
9ClarkSt .............. $575,000 11 HampdenDr........ $826,500 46-48 East Cross St..... $690,000
77 Monroe St .......... $575,000 10 MayfairCir.......... $800,000 14-16 HardingRd ...... $950,000
38 Rockhill St .......... $588,000 406 WinterSt.......... $800,000 237-239 Winter St...... $765,000
90 CodmanRd......... $615,000 31 OrleansRd.......... $855,000

Why would anyone place their most valuable asset in the
hands of someone with no experience??

RN

CALL BoB ToDAY!

781-762-3701
BOBRBOBSTARRHOMES.COM

Over 30 years heating/plumbing
trade experience
Home construction and
remodeling experience
Over 25 years real estate experience
30 Years negotiating with banks, large
companies and clients...

Don’t Gamble - Call A Professional
BoB STARR HOMES LLC
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Senior Corner

Senior Fostering

Seniors, are entering the world
of foster parenting. Their homes,
however, are not being open to
people, but to animals in need.

In a recent AARP article, Beth
Ostrosky Stern, a big animal ad-
vocate and wife of satellite radio

host Howard Stern, describes how
she brough in a litter of kittens to
take her mind off losing their be-
loved bulldog, Bianca. Since then,
she said she has cared for more
than 2,000 cats at her home.
Those without children, like the
Sterns, empty nesters, widows, or

“Michele did a great job selling my
mother’s condo in Walpole. It was a
difficult move for my mother, but
Michele was there to help her get read

Even though the condo was in rough

up getting a good price, allowing her tc
find a place on Cape Cod. Michele staye

6/14/2023 - Kenny Morse

for showings and give her encourageme

shape and not updated my mother ended

in contact with us throughout the entire
process and made it much easier for us.”

A Seniors Real Estate Specialist®, or SRES®,
is a REALTOR® who has received extensive
training in helping home buyers and sellers ages 50+.

Contact me today for more information!

Michele Taranto
Your Trusted Realtor and SRES® Specialist
781-799-7068 mtarantorealty@gmail.com

Wﬁilchele taranta r SUBURBAN LIFESTYLE
* MEALTYW REAL ESTATE
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widowers are just a few examples
of potential senior fosters.

Shelters often become full and
arc unable to accommodate more
animals, thus leaving euthanasian
as the only alternative. Also, many
seniors may opt to foster senior
animals as they are not as easily
adoptable and often do not need
the exercise a younger animal
might need. Fostering also does
not require as much commitment
as full ownership which could be
helpful, for example, for those
who live alone but like to travel.

The hardest part of foster-
ing is knowing this pet who is
desperately in need may leave
for another family one day. The
best way to deal with that is to
remember, you are a pit stop in
this animal’s life to their forever
home. Of course, there are what
shelters call “foster fails,” where
foster families keep their foster
pet, however, it is also good to
remember that sometimes foster
families are providing the ulti-
mate sacrifice and are clearing
the way for another needy home-
less animal down the road.

Seniors Fostering Animals:
Neponset Valley Humane Society

For many humane societies
without physical shelters, foster
homes serve an integral role in
their ability to rescue animals.
Every type of household can

work, including one with other
pets, as long as there 1s a sepa-
rate space in which the fostered
animal can adjust. Seniors can
make excellent fosters, as their
schedules may be more flexible
and they may have more time to
spend with the animal and evalu-
ate its behavior for future place-
ment. The length of time an
animal spends in foster care can
vary based on many factors.

Humane societies typically
cover the cost of medical care,
as well as other food and sup-
plies if needed, during the foster
period, an additional advantage,
especially for seniors. Similar to
the adoption process, individuals
interested in fostering must fill out
an application and be screened.

It should also be noted that
many humane societies give spe-
cial consideration to seniors look-
ing to adopt an animal, especially
a senior animal, which 1s an ideal
situation for both the senior and
the pet. This can range from re-
duced or waived fees for adoption
to special programs that provide
ongoing support to senior adopt-
ers of senior animals.

For more information on the
Neponset Valley Humane Soci-
ety Seniors for Seniors Program,
contact Lisa Crowley, at

Lisa Crowley, Seniors for Seniors
Program Coordinator

. -BﬂOWN BROS_ R

Enjoy your summer. We’ve got your back.
Call Brown Bros. for all your exterior home
improvement needs.

© ROOFING e SIDING ¢ MASONRY ¢ WINDOWS
® SKYLIGHTS e DECKS ¢ GUTTERS/GUARDS

info@brownbrosroofing.net
https://brownbrosroofing.net

1069 East Street, Dedham
CSSL# 105934
HIC# 172337

Neponset Valley Humane Society

Norwood Senior Center Hours

Did you know the Norwood
Senior Center is open late on
Tuesdays during the summer?
During July and August, their
hours are Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Tues-
day, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday, 8
am.-1 p.m.

Farmers Market Information

Coupons

The Senior Center received
farmers market coupons in July.
This year the coupon books con-
tain $50 worth of coupons which
is twice as much as last year! For
more information or to inquire if
any are left, call Kathleen Rooney
781-762-1201.

SNAP HIP Benefit

If you use your EBT card at a
participating HIP vendor (should
be a sign displayed) at a farmers
market, farmstand, mobile mar-
ket or community garden, you
will be reimbursed for your pur-
chase up to $40 per month for
a 1-2 person housechold. If you
aren’t familiar with this benefit,
call Kathleen Rooney, 781-762-
1201.

FREE Concerts

Don’t forget about Norwood’s
TFREE concerts on the common
during the summer! There are a
few more left in August to enjoy!
Bring chairs and enjoy an eve-
ning of big bands or Norwood’s
own Carillon sounds.
Big Bands
Concerts on the Common
Sundays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Aug 6: Westwood Swing band
Aug. 13: SOS Big Band

Aug. 20: Oberleandler Hofbrau
Band

Aug. 27: Dan Gabel & the Abl-
etones

Carillon Concerts

Mondays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

August 7: Simone Browne, New
York, NY

August 14: Margaret Pan,
Somerville

August 21: Jennifer Herrmann,
Boston

August 28: John Whiteside, St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Co-
hasset

On the Lighter Side
Summerfest Concerts
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

August 2nd - Pan Neubean
Steel

August 9th - Southern Rail
August 16th - Hipshot Band
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SUMMER

continued from page 2

Within the Norwood Rec-
reation Department, kids can
join many summer playground
camps, sign up for field trips, learn
a new sport, or find a new inter-
est or hobby. Of course, there
are two pools to cool off, learn
to swim, or exercise. Throughout
the Town, there are many play-
grounds, tot lots, and fields to use
daily or on join a team.

lunch and watch the planes take
off and land! Again, free! Maybe
hiking or exploring trails is in
your future. Learn more about
Norwood’s many trail options

Got a House?

With Norwood having its own
airport, Norwood Memorial Air-
port, what better way to enjoy
morning coffee or bring a picnic

through the Trails Advisory Com-
mittee, at the Town of Norwood
website, www.norwoodma.gov,
hit government, then boards/
committees. While you are there,
many browse around; there may
be an adult committee that fits
your background and interests!

If you are a senior, the Nor-
wood Senior Center is the place
to check out! Not only does this
valuable resource provide a cool
environment during those scorch-

on Tuesdays during July and Au-

gust.

ing days, it is the place to visit to
meet new friends, learn a craft,
listen to a lecture, dance, and
many more activities! To view
their newsletter, visit www.nor-
woodma.gov/residents/senior_
center. The Norwood Senior
Center is located at 275 Prospect
St., and is open 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Monday-Itiday, and untl 8 p.m.,

Most of these summer activi-
ties are free or have very reason-
able costs. The most important
thing to take away, however, is
that Norwood can be an interest-
ing, educational, and entertain-
ing summer resort within its own
town borders!

23ling Qummen!

Paying too much for home & auto insurance?
Bundle and save 20% or more!!!

&30

Westwood Insurance
Auto

Home Business

1408 Providence Hwy #224 Norwood, MA 02062
pHoNE (781) 352-8510
rFax (781) 352-8509

N
7; Safety Insurance rext (781) 713-0162

AUTO < HOME « BUSINESS

Like us on Facebook “Westwood Insurance Partners Inc”
CALL US FOR A QUOTE OR VISIT US ON LINE AT www.westwoodinsure.com

116 Main St, Medway

(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting St, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

Don’tstand in line!

ONLINE ORDERING

NOW AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com

43 Main St, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main St, Natick
(508) 647-0500

296 Washington St., Westwood
(508) 533-6655
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Scholarships

The Norwood League of
Women Voters (NWV) Mar-
gery McKenna Memorial
Scholarship in the amount of
$1,000 is awarded in recog-
nition of a student who has
shown interest or participation
in the civic process and envi-
ronmental studies. The Nor-
wood LWV review committee
selected Norwood High School
graduate, Patrick Brady, for the
scholarship. With several league

members present to congratu-
late him, Patrick was presented
his award and certificate at the
Town Common gazebo on June
22, 2023. Patrick, son of Ellie
Brady of Norwood, will be at-
tending Wesleyan University
in Connecticut, in the fall and
looks forward to exploring sev-
eral opportunities while there.
Margery McKenna was a
longtime, active member of the
Norwood League. She served in

numerous leadership capacities
including president. She was
an advocate for public educa-
tion and served as a member of
Norwood’s School Committee
for many years, and as a town
meeting member for decades.
Her interest in climate change
and the environment was
deeply rooted in her science
major background in physics
from Smith College.

As a valued league member,

€S mi

DEFENDER

susderechos

Deportations « Citizenship « Visas « Petitions

Telephone: 617-874-8563 « Email: crbello@comcast.net
705 Washington Street, Norwood, MA 02062

Llamar antes para su consulta legal. | Call Ahead for your Legal Consultation.

IMMIGRATION
LAW OFFICE

Deportaciones

Ciudadania

Visas

Peticiones

Pictured left to right with Patrick in the center: Eileen Hannon, Toni
Eosco, Patrick Brady -scholarship winner, Linda Renzi and Sheri
McLeish.

she earned a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Mas-
sachusetts League of Women
Voters in recognition of over 50
years of service to the league.
While she is still sorely missed
by those who knew her, the
Norwood League is honored
to respect her past service and
volunteerism through the selec-
tion of Patrick Brady for the
Margery McKenna Memorial
Scholarship. Patrick’s essay
clearly expressed his belief in
the responsible citizen when he
stated, “In the modern world,
where you get your information
has become a big deal but from
a personal standpoint, I believe
that looking at multiple sources

and sites is the best way to get
information. Even though it
takes a little bit more effort, if
we as citizens put in the extra
effort we could make great
changes in our town, state, and
country.” The Norwood League
of Women Voters extends our
best wishes to Patrick. We know
he will make a positive differ-
ence in the world.

For more information
about the league or to contact
the Norwood League, email
lwvnorwoodma@gmail.com
or visit them on Facebook at
League of Women Voters Nor-
wood MA, or at their website:
my.lwv.org/massachusetts/nor-
wood

Come visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday



mailto:lwvnorwoodma@gmail.com

August 2023

Find Us On Facebook | Norwood Town News

Page 7

Do you have Room
in your Home and
your Heart?

Meet Jess

Jess was rescued from outdoors
after living on the streets for quite
some time.
One very
frigid night
she was let
inside an
animal lov-
er’s home
and the
rest 1s his-
tory. She
was preg-
nant and had her kittens recently.
Jess 1s now spayed, vaccinated,
tested for feline diseases and mi-
crochipped...yeahhhh!!!

If you want to adopt Jess you
can complete a non-commit-
ment application on our website:
www.baystateanimals.org

Meet Gabby

Gabby is an 11-year-old inde-
pendent kitty whose human has
moved to a nursing home. Gabby
takes her sweet time to adjust to
new folks and reacts cautiously.
Her fos-
ter fam-
ily  has
reported
that she’s
“a com-
pletely
different
cat” since
she was
taken in just a few weeks ago.
Gabby is exploring, rubbing
against my legs, and purring up
a storm. It’s clear that it takes her

BSAC PET CORNER

some time to feel comfortable.
Can you give Gabby her
new lease on life with a new
human? She’s so deserving.
Pick Gabby if you are patient,
have no other cats (as we are un-
sure how that might affect her),
best in a home without young
children. A compassionate soul is
what Gabby seeks.

Meet Sophie

Sophie i1s 11 years old and
has lived happily with her cur-
rent family since she was ad-
opted at 6 weeks. She came into
the family a nervous kitten, but
over time she learned to settle
down but still finds anything new
(people or items) quite stress-
ful. Unfortunately, as this fam-
ily introduces more and more
grandchildren, Sophie has be-
come more and more unhappy.
She gets very nervous when the
kids are around or when new
people
come into
her life;
this can
sometimes
turn into
aggression.
She would
love some-
one who
has experience with cats and will
understand the time it will take for
her to get comfortable and bond
with them. Once this happens,
she will show that she craves at-
tention and loves to sit on your lap
(with a blanket!). Sophie loves to
sit and look out the window how-
ever she can get a little territorial
if another cat walks by. Just let her
chill out until she calms herself.
Sophie doesn’t jump on counters
or scratch furniture. Her favor-

Enjoy Chateau/
Help Bay

State Animal
Cooperative

Help Animals

On Thursday, Aug. 17, enjoy
a meal at The Chateau in Nor-
wood and help the BSAC care
for cats, kittens, and the occa-
sional dog! All day, eat in, or

take out, the restaurant will kindly donate 20% to help us provide for animals in need. When you order,
be sure to ask to flag your check for the fundraiser. Ordering online? Remember to scroll to the bottom
and click, “Fundraiser” and enter “BSAC™ as a special Instruction. https://www.chateaurestaurant.

com/locations/norwood.

We thank you and our homeless pets thank you!

ite spot is a corner of the couch
where there 1s a blanket for her
to curl up for napping. She uses
her litter box at all times. She
does not eat excessively, but she is
a little overweight. She has main-
tained her present weight for the
last 5 years or so. She is large but
healthy as of this adoption posting.
Her family is heartbroken that
she has to leave but it will be for
the best if’ she can be loved in a
home that does not stress her out
and that would be one without
children or other animals.

Meet Ollie & Earl; A Truly Bonded
Pair!

They are not brothers, but
they look alike. Earl is almost
12 and has a pink nose. Oliver
(Ollic) is almost 7 and has a black
nose. Earl enjoys pats but does
not like to be held.

Ollie is a lover, loves attention
and will intervene if Earl is get-
ting attention but will hide when
he hears a strange voice. Once

Ollie knows you, he will want to
sit near you and cuddle.

Young children would be fine
for Earl, but Ollie would be afraid
initially as kids can scream and
run quickly. Older children would
be fine for both. Earl and Ollie
could probably live with other
cats but it’s unclear if they would

tolerate dogs.

Though not related, but they
are like brothers. They play and
sleep together.

$175 adoption fee includes;
spay or neuter, age appropriate
vaccines, feline leukemia test,
TIV test if over 6 months of age,
microchip, flea treatment and
roundworm treatment as needed,
additional treatments as deemed
necessary.

Thank you again and if you
do not hear from one of our vol-
unteers in a reasonable amount
of time please do not hesitate to
reach back out to us!

www.baystateanimals.org

n www.facebook.com/BSAC09

u www.twitter.com/BayStateAnimals

@ www.instagram.com/baystateanimals16

Free Estimates
eLicensed & Insured

One Call
Sends

a Roofer
Not a
Salesman

* Roofing

* Gutters

* Siding

* Windows

* Residential
* Rubber

* Flat Roofs

@RobertRoofing
AndGuttersinc

NO
GIMMICKS
- JUST HONEST ¢
> _PRICING!

Serving the
South Shore

and

Surrounding

Areas

Robert Greene

857-247-8709

www.robertroofingandgutters.com
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Beyond the Blackboard:
How Children’s Vision Affects Learning

Vision is not just about
seeing clearly, it plays a cru-
cial role in our ability to
learn and develop. Vision
involves a complex interac-
tion between the eyes, brain,
and surrounding environ-
ment. From infancy, proper
visual development is essen-
tial for children to be able
to make sense of the world
around them, and unad-

dressed visual and neurode-
velopmental anomalies can
greatly affect that child’s life
and educational outcomes.

A common misconcep-
tion is that visual issues are
limited to visual correction
(glasses and contacts). How-
ever, vision is much more
complicated, involving
many systems in the brain

to control and coordinate
eye movements and conver-
gence (pointing the eyes at
an object up close), accom-
modation (focusing), and
perception. Dysfunction in
these areas is referred to as
neurodevelopmental anom-
alies because the problem
lies in the brain, not in the
eye itself. Other conditions,
like strabismus (misalign-

Call us to find out how we can help youl!
SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

* Durable Medical Equipment

* Medicine Prescriptions

* Prescription Compounding

* Text Notifications

* Flu Shots and Synchronization

* Medication Synchronization

* Private Consultation Room

* Homepathic and Vitamins

* Home Delivery

NORWOOD

- PHARMACY

781-349-8895 « 54 Broadway * Norwood

No Long Lines

All Insurance
Accepted

Full Service Pharmacy

Offering only the highest quality FDA
approved prescription medication.

Over-the-counter medication and first
aid products.

Efficient Home Delivery and fast Mail
Service catering to your needs.

ment of the eyes) and am-
blyopia (sometimes known
as lazy eye) also greatly af-
fect vision and learning.

Unaddressed, these
conditions can cause per-
manently reduced visual
acuity, double vision, and
difficulties with near and/
or distance tasks. Neuro-
developmental anomalies
can also cause a lack of co-
ordination, inaccurate eye
movements, and difficulty
interpreting visual informa-
tion.

The challenge for parents
with young children is that
few of these conditions have
visible signs except strabis-
mus. In addition, children
with these conditions do
not know what “normal” is
so they are usually unaware
of any problems or, if they
are, they may not have the
language skills to explain the
problems they are having. In
fact, many children with the
disorders mentioned here
are misdiagnosed with con-
ditions like ADHD, dyslexia,
and other learning and be-
havioral challenges. Unfor-
tunately, the treatments for

ADHD, dyslexia, etc. do
absolutely nothing to assess
or address the visual condi-
tion that may be causing the
behavior that is causing the
misdiagnosis.

Parents and teachers
should also keep an eye out
for behaviors that can in-
dicate a problem with the
visual system such as squint-
ing, eye rubbing, poor at-
tention with visual tasks,
and closing one eye. Early
diagnosis and intervention
are critical in these condi-
tions. The only method to
diagnose these dysfunctions
i1s through a comprehen-
sive eye examination with
an eyecare provider expe-
rienced with neurodevel-
opmental anomalies. More
information can be found at
moderneyesnorwood.com.

Call 781-352-4849, visit
our website, or stop in today
for a comprehensive exam
or eyewear consultation at
Modern Eyes, 696 Washing-
ton Street, Norwood.

=],

ModernEyesNorwood.com | 781-352-4849 | 696 Washington Street, Norwood

“RNEYES
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Living Healthy

Oh My Aching Back!!!

80 % of the population will
experience low back pain in
their lifetime. Back pain can
range from a muscle ache to a
shooting, burning or stabbing
pain usually aggravated by
bending, twisting, lifting, stand-
ing or walking. Back pain may
come on insidiously over time
from overuse or repeated heavy
lifting or from a sudden awk-
ward movement.

Chiropractic is very effective
for treating the symptoms of
Low Back Pain. Since motion is
life in the spine when the spi-
nal bones become misaligned
and “stuck” out of place the
muscles will spasm to guard
the area. As proper motion is
restored through chiropractic
adjustments the spasm will de-
crease and the symptoms will
resolve.

Rob L presented to our office
complaining of pain across his
Low Back and radiating into his
buttocks. He had been plant-
ing flowers and moving heavy
stones to define his garden.
After taking a history, perform-
ing an exam and taking X-
Rays it was clear that Rob had
changes in his spine that predis-
posed him to this injury. After a
course of chiropractic care not
only did Rob’s pain resolve but
the underlying cause was cor-

Dr. Rochelle Bien & Dr. Michael Goldstein

rected as well. Rob was put on
a program of care to maintain
his correction and continues to
be well today.

If you are experiencing
Back Pain and it is not resolv-
ing on it’s own call The Holis-
tic Center at Bristol Square at
(508) 660-2722 to schedule an
appointment with Dr Michael
Goldstein or Dr Rochelle Bien
today. We are located at 1426

New Customem' Onlq

EXPIRES AUGUST 31, 2023

Bootl'\ Renta| Avai‘al)‘e

Everyday low prices:
Color with Cut $43 | Blow Out $17 | Perm $65-$72

20% OFF Any Service

Open Wednesday thru Saturday

s STadon

s 7625010
19 Day Streety @\q’md

Affinity ((Z) Dental

BEAUTIFUL
SMILES THAT

LAST A LIFETIME!

Choose the best dental care
for you and your family

Main Street, Walpole. Call for an appointment

781-255-1100
45 Walpole Street #4, Norwood, MA
www.affinitydentalinc.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submutted
by our advertisers. The advertiser is
solely responsible for the content of
this article.

Summer is winding down. . .but you don’t need to be!
everny/day!s
AT

¢ Ca

Mary Coe, PT
e '

¥

NG .

Michelle Donohue,
PT/Owner

Lois Norton, PT

Move Well

Physical Therapy

- 898B Washington Street, Norwood |
www.movewellptnorwood.com

Want to reach more than 172,000 homes and businesses each month?

Contact Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com and find out how today!
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Common
Tuesdays

Norwood Light & Broadband
Bronze Level
Clean Remodel
Members Plus Credit Union
One Bistro at Four Points by
Sheraton Norwood

Susan Lewis

Friends of Norwood Center
Neponset River Regional
Chamber
Norwood Sustainability
Commission
Norwood Recreation
Department

Norwood Department
of Public Works

(through Oct. 17)
2'6 p.l‘l‘l.

THANK YOU EVENT SCHEDULE
TO OUR SPONSORS!
August 8
MARKET SPONSOR NationaéFarmei)s farket Day
. ; ames, Prizes,
DCD Aut'omotlve Holdings Meet Local Officials
Silver Level ) _ _
Dedham Savings o —
Pixel Artists Design

-
September 12
Summer Recovery
Self Care Demos/Vendors

Rockland Trust (for adults)
Patrons
OneLocal Bank October 10

Harvest Time
Pumpkin Decorating, Seasonal
Games for the Kids!

2023 Norwood Farmers Market

)

CLEANOUT COUPON

ONE COUPON PER CLEANOUT, *5100 MINIMUM,

20
" JUNKILNS:

PRO-JUNK-REMOVAL
“We emply - the Junk Bay” s =

(3 cubic yards) Call for Price
Buy at store - Fill it -
We empty & Leave it
Homes = Aparfments = Businesses = Yard wasle
Pools = Boilers = Hot Tubs = Sheds Removed = Appliances
* Fully Insured * Call Tom Cassidy

$20" 1-855-533- JUNK(5865) $20

OFF - 1-508-308-2279 call-only www.junkithnow.us OFF

OFF

* Post Surglcal Rehab ¢ Respite Stays
e On Call Physicians ® 24 Hr Nursing Coverage

137 Nichols Street, Norwood MA e

781-762-0858

www.rehabassociates.com/victoriahaven

Local Raw
Honey

$Storipy lar

baw DCD Automotive

Cool Car
of the Week

<
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The Library’s 2023 Adult Summer

Reading Program

MUOERILL MEMUORISL LIBRAKT $

SUMMER READING

2033 mNGo cuasiinc Jil 8"
LY
PRSI Me——— Py """.
L i . - P e Sy hoy 'r‘h--’-'-l'---'[ Tt
L | |
& i | |
- |
|.$ 1
- L.
- s i
T L L _I _I
L) | i
L.l " Pl B0 CTLLA B P

LoVeSeXy
magicroom.ticketleap.com/lovesexy
POWERSLAVE
magicroom.ticketleap.com/powerslave

CHECK THE DIAGONAL
witH STONE TEMPLE

magicroom.ticketleap.com/checkthediagonal

KISS FOREVER
witH LIVE EVIL

magi licketleap.com/kissforever

U-EY AT THE BUOY

magicroom.ticketleap.com/u-eyatthebuoy

LIVE BULLET

magicroom.ticketleap.com/livebullet

is live!

There is still plenty of time to fill out your,
fill out your Adult Summer Reading Bingo
Card with what you read and did this sea-
son! When you have filled in at least 1 hori-
zontal, vertical, or diagonal line of 5 squares
(BINGO), you can turn your card in. For
every BINGO on your card, you’ll get one
entry into our prize drawing at the end of the
summer. Complete all 24 squares and get an
extra six entries!

There are several prizes so multiple oppor-
tunities to win!

The event runs July 1 through September
10. All cards must be submitted before the
end of the day on September 10. One card
per person, for readers high school-aged and
older. Book titles may be used up to twice per
card.

For more information, Call 781-769-0200,
ext. 2. Clip your Bingo Card here, download
from the library Adult SRP webpage (nor-
woodlibrary.org/adult_summer_read), pick
one up in-person at the reference desk, or log
your progress online via Beanstack (norwood-
librarybeanstack.org/reader365).

Good luck and have fun! This program
was funded by the Friends of the Library.

ALL SHOWS
TPM DOORS

: i LA A A
. ! e ‘g
LoUeSexy‘ 10

ATt

15 THE RITUALISTS
witin GENE DANTE ano
SEP.| THE FUTURE STARLETS

magicroom.ticketleap.com/theritualists

16

SEP

THE RUSH PROJECT NY

magicroom.ticketleap.com/therushprojectny

TICKETS: magicroom.ticketleap.com

THE NORWOOD SPACE CENTER - 83 MORSE STREET - NORWOOD

New England

. Inc.

Ballistic Services

Instant cash paid for
your valuable firearms.

Call today for a confidential consultation

508-381-0230 « www.neballistic.com

 NEW ENGLAND REGLAZE
: Don'’t replace Beg. 3399 :
[T your old Fub,.reglaze it! /—\c_m_o‘r,_tﬂ,el, may apply. 1
[\ Tubs, tile sinks and = - 1
I much more “h NJ@W-/ s:zjg 9 gg 1
 We do any TUB! g :
' CALL US NOW !

1 617-895-7771

I www.newenglandreglaze.com %

“Poirier

Sales & Service

L. 8. 8 6 & ¢

‘ Excellent, prompt, and professional service.
Have shopped here for many years and will
continue to do so. Highly recommended. , ,

— customer review

poiriersales.com
NEWTON 244 Needham St. Newton, MA 02464 * 617.558.5500
NORWOOOD 1015 Washington St. Norwood, MA 02062 © 781.769.2446

LOOKING FOR PARTS OR REPAIR SERVICE? WE CAN HELP!

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL.
15% OFF 10% OFF
PARTS SERVICE CALL

be combined with other offers.
In store purchases only. Coupon
must be presented at purchase.

be combined with other offers.
In store purchases only. Coupon

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
Limit one per customer. Cannot 1 |
1 1
1 1
must be presented at purchase. : :

1
1
1
1
Limit one per customer. Cannot |
1
1
1
1
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By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY

Growing up, Caleigh Brown
was like any other normal kid;
she was very athletic and enjoyed
playing sports, especially when
she was winning. Up until the
sixth grade, she was actively in-
volved in soccer and swimming
on a regular basis.

When she was 12 years old
and in the sixth grade, however
the young athletic girl suddenly
found out she’d be entering a very
different monumental battle. She
was diagnosed with Leukemia
and found herself going through
treatment into the seventh grade,
and with the diagnosis, the Nor-
wood resident was going out of
her mind.

“I suddenly found myself
in outpatient every day for six
months going through treat-
ment,” Brown said. “Not only
was I fighting the disease, but it
also prevented me from doing the
sports that I really enjoyed and
that was tough, especially some-
one who loved being active.”

After six months of treatment
and no sports, Brown was told
she was cancer free, but while
that was a big sigh of relief, the
young athlete was about to en-
dure another setback, one that
would lead to a serious love of
another sport.

Following her treatment,
Brown was not allowed to go
back to her swimming right away;,
so the youngster started to search
for something to take its place.

“I'was just looking for another
sport to get involved in and la-
crosse was an up-and-coming
sport in Norwood, so I gave it

L

3 st (Tpres aps
Juaity Aree Lare

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

Shade Tree Pruning * Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service

Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured

DESTITO
SERVICES

Norwood Sports
Caleigh Brown, Norwood LAX

a try and found that I loved 1t,”
Brown said. “Being a competitive
person, the nature of the game is
one in which you can’t do much
without your teammates and that
really drew me in.”

Lacrosse not only became a
sport which Brown loved with
passion, her younger siblings Mi-
caela and Quinlan also began
playing the sport, and eventually
the youngest Brown sibling (Cait-
lin) would join her sisters on the
field.

Although she was able to re-
turn to the sports, things were
very different from when she left.
Despite not being able to be on
the field with her teammates,
Brown was not only on the side-
lines cheering her team on, but
she was also pushing herself
harder, not just for herself but ev-
eryone around her.

“Coming back was very
tough; I thought that I was going
to get right back into sports and
do the things that I was used to,
but I didn’t realize that’s not the
way things worked,” Brown said.
“Sports are a big part of who I
am, and I was struggling to get
back. I wanted to jump back into
the game and be myself, but I
couldn’t and that was driving me
insane.”

It may have taken her a few
months to fully get back to the
point she once was, but the Nor-
wood native said all the sweat and
tears were well worth it. It was a
hard reality, but one she eventu-
ally overcame.

“Prior to the diagnosis, I was
a good swimmer and a very ath-
letic individual so not being able

Nicholas Destito
® 781-551-0266
# 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

to take part in the sports that I
loved really did a number on my
body,” Brown said “I didn’t have
the concept that being that sick
would interfere that much with
my sports. It was very frustrating
as I couldn’t do what I wanted to
do right away.”

It was the spring of seventh
grade when Brown and her sib-
lings came across lacrosse. Dur-
ing the carly years of
playing the sport, the
eventual high school
superstar would play
the majority of her
time in the field, but
would occasionally
slide into the goalie
position; a position
that would eventu-
ally come back to
her in her later high
school years.

Having missed
her freshman year
because of Covid,
Brown took to the
field in her sopho-
more campaign
trying to get the
Norwood lacrosse
program  estab-
lished. According
to Mustang Coach
Mike Lodge, the
sophomore had her-
self a good first year,
but it would be her
junior season that
changed everything.

“That year (her
junior season), we had no goalie
and Caleigh came to me saying
that she could take on the role,”
the Norwood Coach said. “After
seeing all the work that she had
put into becoming a field player,
I told her to take the weekend to
think about it. I'm not sure how
much she thought about it, but
she returned on Monday and told
me that she’d be playing goalie.”

Brown was not worried about
her status or what she could do
on the field. She was only inter-
ested in helping the team out and
accomplishing their dreams.

“It wasn’t like I didn’t know
the position at all,” Brown said.
“I felt that I had the experience
to play the position and I didn’t
mind doing it to help the team
out. Having played the position
before, I was confident that I

could step in and fill the void for
the team.”

The junior took over the po-
sition for the better of the team;
having a steady individual in
net game after game was better
for the team instead of rotating
girls in and out of the position.
She also really didn’t think that
it would last more than that one
year.

MUSTANG LACROSSE

v gﬁ-t@wfz.-

“There were no expectations
of doing this into the future.”
Brown said. “I was taking over
the position for the better of the
team. It was like, let’s do this and
see what comes out of it; if I love
it, maybe I'll do it again the fol-
lowing year, but there was noth-
ing set in stone following that
season.”

With Brown guarding the goal,
Norwood earned themselves a
chance to take part in a prelimi-
nary game in the Division 2 State
Tournament. Norwood fell to
Melrose 16-12 in that game, and
despite the loss, it was a first for
the Mustang’s girls lacrosse team.
With Norwood making the pro-
gram’s first ever tournament ap-
pearance, Brown decided to hold
down the goalie position one final

time her senior season in hope
that the team could once again
get into the tournament. Nor-
wood would once again make it
to the tournament, but this time
fell to Grafton in the Round of
32.

“As a freshman, I never
thought about this team making
the tournament,” Brown said.
“Lacrosse was not a big thing in
Norwood at the time.
We just wanted to go
out and play the game.
Making the program’s
first tournament ap-
pearance was thrilling
and I am so proud of
that team and what
they accomplished
that year. Getting back
there the next year was
even better.”

After earning that
spot in the tourna-
ment as a junior,
Brown was confident
that the team could
get back there again
in her senior season as
the girls had all been
playing together for
a long time and they
were beginning to gel
with one another.

Earning back-to-
back Division 2 State
Tournament appear-
ances 1s nothing but
remarkable to Lodge.

“Caleigh was a
good player, but a bet-
ter goalie; especially for someone
who only began playing the posi-
tion only two years ago,” Lodge
said. “It took her some time to
gain her confidence in goal, but
once she did she was phenome-
nal and was a leader on the team.
What’s even more amazing is that
she had cancer and didn’t know
if she’d survive and here she is
today.”

As Brown heads off to college,
she is unsure if lacrosse will be in
her future. She is hoping to play
on a club team but is undecided
if it will be lacrosse or swimming,

“We’ll have to wait and see
how things go once I get to col-
lege, but either way lacrosse will
hold a place in my heart so its
going to be a tough decision,”
Brown said.
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By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY

The 2021-22 school year
brought Norwood High School
one of its best year in terms of
athletics with 4 Tri-Vally League
Championships and 12 tourna-

ment qualifying teams. The win-
ter season was the most successful
with four teams gaining entry
into the State Tournament with
both the boys and girls basketball
teams playing in the Division 2
State Championship game.

Although the previous school
year was incredible, the Mustangs
put together another rather suc-
cessful athletic year in 2022-23.
Norwood had nine teams qualify
for the State Tournament with
those teams going 8-8.

Once again, the winter season
had the best performance as all
four teams once again qualify-
ing for the post-season. Last year,
it was the basketball teams that
went the furthest in the tourna-
ment, but this winter the boys
ice hockey team held that dis-
tinguishing honor. The Mustang
skaters went 12-6-2 during the
regular season and managed to
make it to the Elite 8 for the sec-
ond year in a row with its biggest
win coming against number one
seed Tewksbury Memorial, 5-2.

“The boy’s hockey has been
competitive over the past few
years and this year they continue
to play at the top of their game,”
Norwood Athletic Director Jon
Longley said. “The program has
definitely taken another step and
over the last three years has been
one of our better teams.”

The girls ice hockey team went
10-6-5, and was able to upset
Martha’s Vineyard en route to
their eventual loss in the Round
of 16 to Duxbury. Morgan Roach

Norwood Sports
Norwood Year In Review

once again showcased her scoring
ability on the ice as one of the
team’s outstanding goal scorers
throughout her Norwood career.

Coach Kristen McDonnell
moved over from the boy’s team
to take control of the girls squad,
where she helped propel the Mus-
tangs to a 13-7 record keeping
the team on the right path. With
only one senior gracing the court,
Norwood was able to make it to
the Round of 16 before they were
edged out 67-64 by Pentucket Re-
gional. According to the Mustang
AD, the girls basketball team has
been the most successful program
over the last five years.

On the other side, Chris Frai-
oli came in to take over for Mc-
Donnell and lead the boy’s team
to one of the two TVL Cham-
pionships captured by Norwood
this school year. The boys went
18-4, and made it to the Round
of 16 before losing to Leominster.
Noah Beaudet was named an all-
scholastic player for the Mustangs
in addition to picking up his sec-
ond league MVP. The senior,
who is headed to Emmanuel to
play basketball, also eclipsed the
1,000 point plateau at Norwood
scoring 1,329 points for the Mus-
tangs.

Although Norwood had a
number of athletes qualify for
individual state tournament ap-
pearances, it was wrestler Nate
Hsu who took home top honors
capturing his second straight Sec-
tional Championship.

In addition to the four teams
that qualified for the tourna-
ment during the winter season,
Norwood’s other programs to
advance into the post-season
were field hockey and golf dur-
ing the fall season, and baseball,
softball, and girls lacrosse during
the spring

“Field Hockey Coach Alison
Doliner has been here for 11
years, and she continues to push
the team,” Longley said. “She has
built a program that we continu-
ously expect big things from and
that will continue next fall. The
team will have a big junior class
returning next year with a lot of
experience, as well as Shae Lar-
kee, who will be back after com-
ing back from an injury this year
to give the team a boost.”

While the Mustangs had nine

teams make it to the State Tour-
nament, girls soccer was not one
of them. However, the AD likes
what he has seen this past year
and what the future holds.

“(Coach) Kim Brinklow has
really molded this team to be
competitive and they should be as
good as ever next year,” Longley
said. “Goalie Trish Wladkowski
has played phenomenal for the

team,”

This spring, baseball player
Jack Cropper was not only
named to the All-Scholastic team,
but the Norwood pitcher will be
taking his talents to Northeastern
next year.

The other TVL Champion
this past school year was the soft-
ball team under the guidance of
long-time coach Carol Savino.
Under Savino the softball team
went 10-8 this season but fell in
the first round of the tournament.
Savino, who has been coaching
for 14 years, has been the most
successful team at Norwood over-
all with eight league titles in the
Bay State Conference and Tri-
Valley League while qualifying
for the tournament every single
season.

“Carol has really had an
incredible career here at Nor-
wood,” the AD said. “T’ve worked
with a lot of experienced coaches
through the years, but I'd have to
say she 1s by far the most passion-
ate person I've ever met in regard
to her sport.”

On the softball field, senior
Sam Rose, who was the TVL
MVP last year as a shortstop,
gave up her position this spring to
fill the vacancy the Mustangs had
behind the plate to help the team.

“Rose sacrificed her senior
season and individual success for
the better of the team” Longley
said. “That says a lot about her
character.”

Under Coach Mike Lodge,
the girls lacrosse team has im-
proved drastically over the last
three years, and this spring quali-
fied for the tournament for the
second straight season. Accord-
ing to Longley, Lodge, who is in
his third season as the Mustang
lacrosse coach, has really estab-
lished the program to be com-
petitive on the field at all times.
The girls lacrosse team made the

tournament for the first time last
year in school history, but as a 32
seed was eliminated in the pre-
liminary round. This year, Nor-
wood was ranked 25 with a 9-9
record and lost in the Round of
32 to Grafton.

Last, but certainly not least,
the boys 4x800 relay team made
up of Dylan O’Brien, Dylan
Hamwey, Cam LoPiccoli and
Ryan Murray, finished second
in the Division 3 State meet this
spring. The foursome crossed the
finish line with a time of 18:18.49
behind Oliver Ames.

FT and PT, Mon-Friday, NO WEEKENDS

401K « Rewards and Recognition
New Graduates Welcome to Apply

AVAILABLE POSITION:
Physical Therapist - Norwood, Norfolk

70-80K Salary « Bonus Performance Structure

Comprehensive benefits package and earned time off

Mentorship and ongoing supportive training is provided.
WATCH OUR VIDEO: www.ptandsr.com

Physical Therapy
& Sp@rts Rehab, Inc
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Thursday Fun Club - Minecraft!
Morrill Memorial Library
3 p.m.

Thursday Fun Club is a space
for kids to come to the library
and do activities around a theme
they enjoy! Don’t be a creeper,
join in for a Minecraft party!
There will be crafts and activities
to celebrate your favorite square
shaped guys! For ages 5+. Regis-
ter at www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar or call 781-769-
0200.

Cool Movies for Hot Summer Days
Marathon

Morrill Memorial Library

9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Keep cool at the library this
summer at our weekend movie
marathon! We’ll have a selection
of family-friendly movies play-
ing all day. Come in and take a
break from the heat! For all ages.
Children under 10 must be ac-
companied by an adult. 9:15 -11
a.m : Puss in Boots : The Last
Wish (PG); 11:15 a.m.- 12:45
p-m.: The Super Mario Bros
Movie (PG); 1:00-4:30 p.m.: Av-
atar: The Way of Water (PG-13).
No registration required.

Concerts on the Common
Town Common
6:30-8:30 p.m.

A Norwood favorite, the
Westwood Swing Band brings
back the big band era to the
Town Common! For more in-
formation about each individual
concert on our Facebook page
@TownofNorwoodMA. Bring
chairs, blankets, even a picnic
and enjoy!

Carillon Concert
Town Common
6:30-7:30 p.m. Rain or shine

Simone Browne, travels from
New York to perform on Nor-
wood’s carillon. Best listening
spots are on the Town Common
or in the upper parking lot be-
hind the Town Hall off Central
Street. Tours of the bell tower
are available after most concerts.

Women's Business Networking
Meeting
8a.m.

The Women’s Business Net-
working (WBN) group is a non-
profit organization for women in
business or residents of Norwood
and surrounding towns. The

Calendar of Events

group meet two mornings per
month and in addition to provid-
ing referral business, the women
share and support business ideas
and community events/fundrais-
ers. If you would like more infor-
mation about the organization,
call 781-799-7068, or email wh-
nofnorwood@gmail.com.
Celebrate National Farmers
Market Day!

Town Common

2-6 p.m.

Help the vendors and market
staff celebrate National Farm-
ers Week! There will be even
more games and special guest
stars visiting the market! Visit
the Town Common to check out
a variety of vendors, including
farm stands, bakeries, fish, base-
ball cards, non-profit organiza-
tions, specialty foods, and more!
There will be games for the kids
and music. It’s all happening on
Tuesdays on the town common!

Norwood Toastmasters Club
Virtual (Zoom)
6:45 p.m.

The Norwood Toastmasters
Club, now in its 25th year, helps
develop communication and
leadership skills for members
and the community at every
level. Guests are always wel-
come. Visit norwoodtoastmaster.
toastmastersclubs.org/.

Book Buzz: Sneak Peeks at New &
Upcoming Fall Titles

Morrill Memorial Library (Virtual)
7 p.m.

The Morrill Memorial Li-
brary is hosting Annie Mazes,
Associate Director of Library
Marketing, at Hachette Book
Group, for a “Book Buzz” ses-
sion. Enjoy a fun sneak peek of
some exciting new adult titles
coming this fall! Attendees will
leave with a handout of great
books to add to their “to be read”
piles. To register, visit www.nor-
woodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar
or call 781-769-0200, x2.
Starting the Conversation: Elder
Care
Morrill Memorial Library
7 p.m.

Morrill Memorial Library is
partnering with Home Helpers
to bring an information session
on elder care and ‘Starting the
Conversation.” Now is the time
to engage your loved one in a
discussion about what happens
if, and realistically WHEN, a
little more help is needed. What
do they want for their golden
years, what do they expect from
you and other family members,
and what can you reasonably

do? Learn eight ways to start the
conversation that will empower
you to help your loved one live
life to their fullest. Open for ages
18 and up. To register, visit www.
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcal-
endar or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Summerfest Concert
Town Common
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Southern Rail brings its own
style of music to the Norwood
Town Common. For more in-
formation about each individual
concert on our Facebook page
@ TownofNorwoodMA. Musi-
cal Wednesday nights should be
on everyone’s summer schedule!
The Psychology of America’s
Culture War
Morrill Memorial Library (Virtual)
7 p.m.

This is a virtual author talk
with Gail Sahar, about her
book, Blame and Political Attitudes:
The Psychology of America’s Cul-
ture War. Have you been asking
yourself, “What does ‘culture
war’ even mean?” and “What
does it mean to be ‘woke’?” and
how these questions contribute to
the current divide in America?
Questions about the causes of
events, from terrorist attacks, to
mass shootings, to economic and
public health crises, and domi-
nate conversations across the
U.S. To register, visit www.nor-
woodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar
or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Aug. 10

Thursday Fun Club - Sanrio
Universe!

Morrill Memorial Library

3 p.m.

Thursday Fun Club is just
a space for kids to come to the
library and do activities around
a theme they enjoy! This week’s
theme celebrates the super cuties
of the Sanrio Universe! Hello
Kitty, Chococat, Keroppi, or
Badtz-Maru - it’s too hard to pick
a favorite! 5+ Register at www.
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcal-
endar or call 781-769-0200, x2.
Seasonal Baking with Local
Ingredients w/ Tammy Donroe
Inman
Morrill Memorial Library
7 p.m.

The Morrill Memorial Li-
brary is hosting local author and
chef Tammy Donroe Inman to
present “Seasonal Baking with
Local Ingredients.” August is Eat
Local Month. Join Tammy Don-

roe Inman, award-winning au-

thor of New England Desserts:
Classic and Creative Recipes for
All Seasons, who will discuss the
history and pleasure of seasonal
baking with locally grown ingre-
dients. To register, visit www.nor-
woodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar
or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Teen Book Tasting Café
Morrill Memorial Library
3 p.m.

Tired of seeing recommenda-
tions for the same old books? Not
sure what to read next? Come
to the Teen Book Tasting Café!
There will have a variety of new
and selected Young Adult titles
on display, and teens will get a
chance to sample these books
and get some new reading inspi-
ration! Snacks and light refresh-
ments will be provided, along
with tasting menus for the teens
to take home with them. For ages
13 and up. To register, visit www.
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcal-
endar or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Blessing Boutique Thrift Shop
First Baptist Church, 71 Bond St.
10 a.m.-noon

There will be lots of cloth-
ing choices, from infants right
through to teens, all in great
condition. Fabulous clothes for
mom and dad, too! Summer
clothes, shoes and jewelry are
on sale. Also browse through the
great selection of kitchen items,
tableware, books for all ages,
purses, linens and so much more.

Concerts on the Common
Town Common
6:30-8:30 p.m.

A Norwood favorite, the
Westwood Swing Band brings
back the big band era to the
Town Common! For more in-
formation about each individual
concert on our Facebook page
@TownofNorwoodMA. Bring
chairs, blankets, even a picnic
and enjoy!

Carillon Concert
Town Common
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Margaret Pan, from Somer-
ville, returns to Norwood to dis-
play her talents. Best listening
spots are on the Town Common
or in the upper parking lot be-
hind the Town Hall off Central
Street. Tours of the bell tower
are available after most concerts.

Rain or shine.

Aug. 15

Norwood Farmers Market
Town Common
2-6 p.m.

Welcoming our four-legged
friends to the Norwood Farm-
ers Market! There will be nail
cutting (cats must be in carriers),
Morgan, a dog who loves when
children read to her, non-profit
organizations, a dog trainer, and
more! Also, visit the Town Com-
mon to check out a variety of
vendors, including farm stands,
bakeries, fish, baseball cards,
non-profit organizations, spe-
cialty foods, and more! There will
be games for the kids and music.
It’s all happening on Tuesdays on
the town common!

Summerfest Concert
Town Common
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Hipshot Band closes out the
2023 Summerfest Concert Se-
ries! For more information about
each individual concert on our
Facebook page

@ TownofNorwoodMA. Mu-
sical Wednesday nights should be
on everyone’s summer schedule!

Norwood Family Flick
Dusk
Norwood High School Front Lawn

Bring chairs, blankets, and
maybe a picnic and enjoy a fun,
family movie under the stars!
Parking available at the high
school.

Turn the Page: ‘The Maid’
Morrill Memorial Library
10a.m.

The group will be discuss-
ing The Maid, a mystery written
by Nita Prose. Email Patty Bai-
ley if you have any questions at
pbailey@minlib.net or call 781-
443-8864. Register at www.nor-
woodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar
or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Turn the Page:‘'The Maid’
Morrill Memorial Library
6:30 p.m.

The group will be discuss-
ing The Maid, a mystery written
by Nita Prose. Email Patty Bai-
ley if you have any questions at
pbailey@minlib.net or call 781-
443-8864. To register, visit www.
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcal-
endar or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Aug. 17

Bay State Animal Cooperative
Chateau Fundraiser
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Chateau Restaurant, Norwood
All day/evening

Enjoy a meal at The Chateau
in Norwood and help BSAC care
for cats, kittens, and the occa-
sional dog! All day; eat in, or take
out, the restaurant will kindly do-
nate 20% to help us provide for
animals in need. When you order,
be sure to ask to flag your check
for the fundraiser. Ordering on-
line? Remember to scroll to the
bottom and click, “Fundraiser”
and enter “BSAC” as a special
Instruction. www.chateaurestau-
rant.com/locations/norwood.
Thursday Fun Club - Our Favorite
Characters!

Morrill Memorial Library
4 p.m.

Thursday Fun Club is just a
space for kids to come to the li-
brary and do activities around
a theme they enjoy! This week’s
theme features favorite charac-
ters from well-known picture
books and graphic novels. Come
celebrate your favorites - like Pete
the Cat, Dog Man, Pigeon, Ele-
phant and Piggie - with activities
and games. For pre-school and
up. To register, visit https://www.
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalen-
dar or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Aug. 18

Senior Monthly Ballroom Dance
Norwood Senior Center, 275
Prospect St,.

7 p.m.

This month’s theme is Ha-
wailan! Music will be provided
by Dave Valerio. Cost is $12 per
person. Coffee, tea, desserts, and
water will be served; don’t miss
the door prizes! To stay updated
on the Friends of the Norwood
Council on aging, visit their
Facebook site at: Friends Of the
Norwood Council on Aging |
Facebook.

Concerts on the Common
Town Common
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Germany comes to Norwood
with the performance of the
Oberlaendler Hofbrau Band! For
more information about each in-
dividual concert on our Facebook
page @TownofNorwoodMA.
Bring chairs, blankets, even a pic-
nic and enjoy!

Aug. 21

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Knights of Columbus, 572 Nichols
St.

1-6 p.m.

Carillon Concert
Town Common
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Jennifer Herrmann, from Bos-
ton, will perform this evening;
Best listening spots are on the
Town Common or in the upper
parking lot behind the Town Hall
off Central Street. Tours of the
bell tower are available after most
concerts. Rain or shine.

Trivia Night at the Library
Morrill Memorial Library
7 p.m.

The Morrill Memorial Library
1s excited to challenge you to a fun
night of trivia! Register as a team
of up to 4 people, or really test
your mettle and play solo. Ques-
tions will range widely in subject
and increase in difficulty with
each new round. Trivia ques-
tions are geared toward adults in
content and challenge rating; this
event is recommended for players
16 and older. They will keep score
over the course of the evening,
but please note that playing 1s for
bragging rights only. To register,
visit www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar or call 781-769-
0200, x2. If playing as part of a
team, register all together.

Teen Anime Night
Morrill Memorial Library
7 p.m.

Calling all anime fans! Join
at the library for a Teen Anime
Night! There will be a selection
of manga, snacks, and a themed
craft to work on. The event will
include an episode of a selected
anime title as well. For ages 13
and up. To register, visit www.nor-
woodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar
or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Aug. 22

Women's Business Networking
Meeting
8a.m.

The Women’s Business Net-
working (WBN) group 1s a non-
profit organization for women in
business or residents of Norwood
and surrounding towns. The
group meet two mornings per
month and in addition to provid-
ing referral business, the women
share and support business ideas
and community events/fundrais-
ers. If you would like more infor-
mation about the organization,
call 781-799-7068, or email wh-
nofnorwood@gmail.com.
Norwood Farmers Market
Town Common
2-6 p.m.

Welcoming our four-legged
friends to the Norwood Farm-
ers Market! There will be nail
cutting (cats must be in carriers),
Morgan, a dog who loves when
children read to her, non-profit
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organizations, a dog trainer, and
more! Also, visit the Town Com-
mon to check out a variety of
vendors, including farm stands,
bakeries, fish, baseball cards, non-
profit organizations, specialty
foods, and more! There will be
games for the kids and music. It’s
all happening on Tuesdays on the
town common!

Norwood Toastmasters Club
Virtual (Zoom)

6:45 p.m.

The Norwood Toastmasters
Club, now 1n its 25th year, helps
develop communication and
leadership skills for members and
the community at every level.
Guests are always welcome. For
more information, visit norwood-
toastmaster.toastmastersclubs.
org/.

Evening with FBI Special Agent
Julia Cowley, Lead Profiler on the
Golden State Killer Case

Morrill Memorial Library (Virtual)
7 p.m.

Special Agent Julia Cowley
will offer a look inside the FBI’s
Behavioral Analysis Unit. Gow-
ley will discuss how and why she
became an FBI profiler, what
profiling is (and isn’t), and some
of the most memorable cases in
her career. Cowley is currently
an adjunct professor at Bay Path
University and serves as co-host
on the podcast The Consult. Reg-
ister at www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar or call 781-769-
0200, x2.

Titles on Tap Book Group - Squire
Napper Tandy’s
7:30 p.m.

The Morrill Memorial Li-
brary hosts us Titles on Tap, at
Napper Tandy’s in Norwood,
in the left-hand-side bar. The
August title will be the graphic
novel Squire, by Sara Alfageech
and Nadia Shammas. Titles on
Tap 1s a social book group for
readers in their 20s and 30s and
for the young at heart. We go in

& GROWTH |

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans

Enjoy your career!

To learn more, scan the code or visit
Rodenhiser.com/Careers

Master Plumber: #10961

for stories that are shaken, not
stirred, and we don’t mind taking
our love of lit outside the library
walls. Titles on Tap meets once
a month in the left-hand bar of
Napper Tandy’s to eat, drink, be
merry, and discuss the latest read-
ing selection.

Aug. 25

Sensory-Friendly Friday Movie at
the Library

Morrill Memorial Library

1p.m.

Visit the Morrill Memorial Li-
brary for their Sensory-friendly
Iriday movie at the Library; a pro-
gram specially designed for adults
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities. The August movie
is Disney’s Luca, rated PG. For
ages 18 and up. Register at www:.
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalen-
dar or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Aug. 26

Blessings Boutique Thrift Shop
First Baptist Church, 71 Bond St.

Newcomers to the boutique
can hardly wait to come back!
There are beautiful items at ab-
solutely great prices. Summer
clothes for the whole family; shoes
and jewelry are on sale. There are
books for all ages, necessary items
for the kitchen, tableware, linens,
purses, and so many more trea-
sures.

Aug. 27

Concerts on the Common
Town Common
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Dan Gabel and the Abletones
close out the 2023 Concerts on
the Common Series! For more in-
formation about each individual
concert on our Facebook page
@TownofNorwoodMA. Bring
chairs, blankets, even a picnic and
enjoy!

Aug. 28

Carillon Concert
Town Common

6:30-7:30 p.m.

John Whiteside, from St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, in
Cohasset, closes out the 2023
Carillon Concert Series. Best

listening spots are on the Town
Common or in the upper park-
ing lot behind the Town Hall off
Central Street. Tours of the bell
tower are available after most
concerts. Rain or shine.

Sisters in Crime New England:
Mystery Making in Norwood
Morrill Memorial Library

6:30 p.m.

Do you love reading myster-
1es? Does it feel good to exercise
those ‘little gray cells’> Then this
program is for you! Morrill Me-
morial Library, partnering with
the Norwood Senior Center is
excited to bring together four
mystery authors for an interactive
workshop called Sisters in Crime
New England: Mystery Making
in Norwood. Panelists on this
fun, fast-paced improv game will
brainstorm on their feet to create
a brand new mystery using sug-
gestions from the audience. Your
authors for the evening are: Kath-
erine Fast, Kate Flora, Leslie
Meier, and Sharon Healy- Yang;
18 +. To register, visit www.nor-
woodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar
or call 781-769-0200, x2.

Norwood Farmers Market

Town Common

2-6 p.m.

Welcoming our four-legged
friends to the Norwood Farmers
Market! There will be nail cutting
(cats must be in carriers), Morgan,
a dog who loves when children
read to her, non-profit organiza-
tions, a dog trainer, and more!
Also, visit the Town Common to
check out a variety of vendors,
including farm stands, bakeries,
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fish, baseball cards, non-profit
organizations, specialty foods,
and more! There will be games
for the kids and music. It’s all
happening on Tuesdays on the

town common!

Indian Spices and Herbs Wall
Art Workshop

Morrill Memorial Library

6 p.m.

Spices have a significant role
in culinary traditions across
the globe. They not only add
flavor and aroma to the food,
but have cultural and histori-
cal significance. India is con-
sidered the “Land of Spices.”
The spices and herbs such as
saffron, turmeric, black pep-
per, cardamom, and bay leaves
have been used for thousands
of years in culinary traditions
of Indian cooking. They are
believed to have healing prop-
erties, and play an important
role in traditional medicines.
In this workshop, the instructor
will share information about
different Indian spices and
their unique benefits, the art of

Exceeding expectations through personal connections,

mixing spices together, and cre-
ating a beautiful wall art with
Indian spices for your home.
The instructor, Arati Paranjpe,
is a Norwood resident, an in-
terior designer, blogger, and a
computer engineer. She is also
an active member of the Nor-
wood Cultural Council. Visit
her website https://dhimahi.
info/ for more information.
For ages 18 and up. To register,
visit https://www.norwoodli-
brary.org/morrillcalendar or
call 781-769-0200, x2.

Sensory-friendly Lego Club for
Adults

Morrill Memorial Library

2:30 p.m.

Join in on a creative Lego
adventure. Just bring your
imagination, the library will
provide the Legos! The Club
1s free, inclusive, and open to
anyone ages 18+. It is spe-
cially designed for adults with
intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities. To register, visit
https://www.norwoodlibrary.
org/morrillcalendar or call
781-769-0200, x2.

accessibility, knowledge, experience and Negotiating the
best price, terms and conditions on the sale, purchase
and/or rental of the place you call home!

CALLTODAY FOR YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION

781-704-5356

Veronica McElaney

Veronica@stevecallahanrealty.com

Steve Callahan
Broker/Owner/Realtor®

steve@stevecallahanrealty.com

Realtor®
617-605-1610

Real Estate Corner

Good Deeds: Getting Laws
Passed and You

By WiLLiam P O’DONNELL

There are a number of docu-
ments recorded at the Norfolk
Registry of Deeds that pertain to
the four United States Presidents
born in Norfolk County.

“We are a government of
laws, and not of men,” President

John Adams stated.

In my tenure as Norfolk Reg-
ister of Deeds, I have gotten to
experience firsthand the mak-
ing of laws. Laws govern our
daily lives and have significant
impacts. Not that long ago, the
Homestead Protection for your
home was $300,000. The legis-
lative process here in Massachu-
setts increased the Homestead
Protection you can put on your
home to $500,000. This change
in a law benefited each of you as
a consumer who owns a house or
condominium as your principal
residence.

A Mortgage Discharge Bill
was passed into law, giving you,
as real estate borrowers, assis-
tance in getting your mortgage
discharge document. This is im-
pactful, as a mortgage discharge
once recorded at the Registry
of Deeds, tells the world that
your loan has been paid off. The
Community Preservation Act,
which so many of our local com-
munities have implemented,
started as an idea in a bill that
later became state law here in
Massachusetts.

How do bills become laws?

A bill becomes a law once
it has been passed by the State
Legislature and signed by the
Governor. Once a bill is intro-
duced in either the State House
of Representatives or the State
Senate, it goes through a series
of committee hearings before
it 1s voted on. Members of the
committee can ask questions,
suggest changes, and vote on
whether or not the bill should be
sent to the full House or Senate
for consideration.

Understanding the legisla-
tive process can empower you
to engage in advocacy and allow
you to see how your elected of-
ficials are or are not working on
issues that matter to you. Com-
mittee hearings are an essential
part of the legislative process as

they provide an opportunity for
lawmakers to fully understand
the potential impact of a bill and
make informed decisions.

As Register of Deeds, I was
very involved in getting a law
passed that paved the way for
registered land documents to be
remotely submitted electroni-
cally via the internet for record-
ing at the Registry of Deeds. On
January 11, 2017, a filed bill,
House Bill 3862, An Act Mod-
ernizing the Registries of Deeds,
became Chapter 404 of the Acts
of 2016. What went into the

Morfolk County Register of Deeds along with Plymouth County

Committee on Bills in the Third
Reading for their legal review
and approval.

House Bill 3862, once re-
ceiving approval from all these
committees, went to the full floor
of the State House of Repre-
sentatives, where it received a
favorable vote. In the State Sen-
ate, a similar process occurred
with the legislation getting fa-
vorable reviews and votes from
that branch’s Ways and Means
as well as Third Reading Com-
mittees before hitting the Senate
Floor for a favorable vote.

Register of Deeds lohn R. Buckley testify in support of House Bill
3862, An Act Modermnizing the Registries of Deeds.

passing of this law?

A draft of the legislation, ac-
companied by a fact sheet, was
sent to each one of the 200
members of the State Legis-
lature. Calls and emails were
made in order to get this bill
passed into law. When the bill
had its hearing before the Joint
Committee on Judiciary, I, along
with other Registers, appeared
before the committee to provide
testimony.

The effect of this bill was to
pave the way for electronic re-
cording of Land Court docu-
ments. What 1s now seen as
commonplace today only came
about because House Bill 3862
received a favorable vote from
the Judiciary Committee. Once
this favorable vote occurred, the
bill is sent to the House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means which
reviews every bill for its fiscal
impact. From there, this piece
of legislation, like all bills that
become law, went to the House

After clearing both cham-
bers, the legislation was sent to
the Governor’s Office, where
the executive staff did their own
fiscal and legal analysis. The
Governor signed this bill into
law becoming effective 90 days
later. On that day, the Norfolk
County Registry of Deeds be-
came the first Registry of Deeds
in Massachusetts to record a land
court/registered land document
electronically.

For the current legislative ses-
sion, a notable piece of legislation
1s an Act to Increase Transpar-
ency in the Massachusetts Land
Record Systems to Protect the
Property Rights of Homeown-
ers and Businesses. Senator Mi-
chael D. Brady filed legislation in
the Massachusetts State Senate,
which was given Senate Docket
#194 and referred to the Joint
Judiciary Committee as Sen-

GOOD DEEDS

continued on page 18


https://www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar%20or%20call%20781-769-0200
https://www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar%20or%20call%20781-769-0200
https://www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar%20or%20call%20781-769-0200
https://www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar%20or%20call%20781-769-0200
https://www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar%20or%20call%20781-769-0200
https://www.norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar%20or%20call%20781-769-0200

August 2023

Find Us On Facebook | Norwood Town News

Page 17

Norfolk County Register of
Deeds William P. O’Donnell
reported that Norfolk County
recordings for the month of
June, 2023 indicate a continued
decrease in overall real estate
activity, with significant drops in
average property sale prices and
the total dollar volume of com-
mercial and residential sales as

compared to June, 2022.

“As compared to last year, we
are still seeing a decrease in over-
all real estate activity, however,
this month the decrease in docu-
ment volume was less pronounced
than in previous months,” Regis-
ter O’Donnell noted. “Despite
the overall decline in activity
throughout the county, there are
still pockets of the market here
in Norfolk County that are see-
ing growth and stability, particu-
larly in certain neighborhoods
and property types. Additionally,
while overall real estate activity
is down compared to 2022, the
market continues to show steady
seasonal fluctuations month over
month.”

The Norfolk County Registry
of Deeds recorded 10,552 docu-
ments in June, 2023, the highest
one-month total of the year so
far. This was 19% less than in
June, 2022, but 15% more than
in May, 2023.

“The decline in overall real
estate activity can be attributed
to a number of likely factors,

including rising interest rates, a
slowdown in new construction
projects, and a lack of existing
inventory,” Register O’Donnell
explained. “The housing market
has become increasingly compet-
itive and difficult for consumers,
especially first-time homebuyers,
who may struggle to find afford-
able options in desirable areas.”

Overall lending activity
showed a continued downward
trend for the month of June. A
total of 1,543 mortgages were re-
corded this month, 33% less than
a year ago at the same time, but
up 8% from last month.

“So far this year, June has
seen the largest monthly volume
of deeds and mortgages,” Regis-
ter O’Donnell said. “This month
also saw some of the smallest de-
creases from the previous year in
terms of the number of deeds,
mortgages, and average sale
price. This may suggest that while
some homeowners are hesitant to
make moves with average mort-
gage interest rates above 6%, oth-
ers are not dissuaded by current
interest rates, but time will tell if
this trend continues.”

The number of deeds for
June, 2023, which reflect real
estate sales and transfers, both
commercial and residential,
was 1,721, a decrease of 12%
from June, 2022, but an increase

of 27% from the previous month
of May.

Looking to
advertise in our

Real Estate Corner?
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Jen Schofield
today at

508-570-6544
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localtownpages.com

Corner
June 2023 Norfolk County Real Estate Activity

“The decrease in the number
of deeds 1s likely due to a lack of
mventory of new and existing
homes, which means fewer homes
are listed, keeping costs above
pre-pandemic prices,” Register
O’Donnell noted. “Higher prices
also mean that some buyers may
be struggling to find affordable
homes within their budget, lead-
ing to a decrease in the number
of potential buyers and further
decreasing the number of home
sales.”

Sale prices for June appear to
have dropped compared to June,
2022. The average sale price in
June was $1,039,792, a 12% de-
crease from June, 2022, but a 5%
increase from May, 2023. The
total dollar volume of commer-
cial and residential sales is down,
decreasing 29% from one year
ago, but increasing 48% from last
month.

“While prices have come
down from a year ago, the de-
mand to live and own a home in
the communities that make up
Norfolk County remains high,”
Register O’Donnell said. “This
may suggest that the decrease
in dollar volume may be due to
a shortage of available proper-
ties and a decline in the number
of individuals with the ability to
buy.”

Homestead recordings by
owners of homes and condomin-

iums decreased again this month
at the Norfolk Registry of Deeds.
There was a 16% decrease in
homestead recordings in June,
2023 compared to June, 2022.
“The reduction in recorded
Declarations of Homestead is
not too surprising where the sales

of homes continue to level off,
but all homeowners, not just new
purchasers, should keep in mind
that a recorded Declaration of
Homestead provides limited pro-
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ate Bill #908 while in the State
House of Representatives. Rep-
resentative Gerard Cassidy filed
legislation that was given House
Docket #2461 and referred to
the Joint Judiciary Committee as
House Bill #1411.

If enacted, this legislation will
eliminate the possibility that a
homeowner may not know who
the holder of their mortgage is
because a mortgage assignment
was not recorded at the Registry
of Deeds. This legislation would
make assignments of residential

mortgages more transparent for
the consumer. ou, as a borrower,
could just look up this informa-
tion from your home computer
via the internet on the Registry’s
land records website at www.
norfolkdeeds.org or call the Nor-
folk Registry’s Customer Service
Center.

Also up for consideration is a
bill requiring automatic external
defibrillators in Norfolk County
public buildings. Representative
Denise Garlick filed legislation
in the Massachusetts House of
Representatives. This bill was
given House Docket #1842 and
referred to the Joint Committee

on Municipalities and Regional
Government as House Bill

#2051.
I'was very proud back in 2010

to install and maintain automatic
external defibrillators (AED) on
all three floors of the Norfolk
County Registry of Deeds build-
ing. The Registry of Deeds also
pays for the training of staff on
the AED, which is a lightweight
portable device that delivers an
electric shock through the chest
to the heart. The American Red
Cross states that there are better
survival rates and outcomes if an
AED is used on a person expe-
riencing sudden cardiac arrest

in a timely manner. The Ameri-
can Red Cross has estimated
that some 50,000 lives could be
saved with improved training
and access to an AED. Repre-
sentative Denise Garlick wants
to use Norfolk County as a pilot
program. The more locations
for the AED increases all our
chances for a better health re-
sult. The difference between life
and death may be the availability
of a functioning AED unit.

You have learned about the
law-making process. You have
read about bills that have be-
come laws and some bills that
are being considered to become

law. Maybe some issues or mat-
ters you feel strongly about can
be put into place by passing a
law as we are a society as well as
a government of laws.

If you would like to stay up
to date on upcoming Registry of
Deeds events, programs and real
estate information, sign up for
Registry email updates at www.
norfolkdeeds.org, like them on
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/norfolkdeeds, or follow
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
norfolkdeeds. The Customer
Service Center is also available
at 781-461-6101.

RE ACTIVITY
continued from page 17

tection against the forced sale of
an individual’s primary residence
to satisfy unsecured debt up to
$500,000,” Register O’Donnell
noted. “We want to see folks
protecting the biggest asset most
of us have, our homes. I would
urge anyone who has not availed
themselves of this important con-

LEGAGQYE:

sumer protection tool to consider
doing so.

The recording fee for a home-
stead is $36. Visit the Registry
website at www.norfolkdeeds.
org to get more information on
homesteads and obtain a home-
stead application form.

Register O’Donnell con-
cluded, “We are seeing some
significant increases month over
month in the home buying sea-

PROPERTIES

leam

son, the period where we typically
see the most home sales, and de-
spite recent declines in the mar-
ket, driven by areas in Norfolk
County that are seeing growth
and stability;, but it remains to be
seen 1f this momentum will con-
tinue as we move into the second
half of the year.”

To learn more about these
and other Registry of Deeds

events and initiatives, “like” us on

my team of

Facebook at facebook.com/nor-
folkdeeds. Follow us on Twitter
and Instagram at @norfolkdeeds.

The Norfolk County Reg-
istry of Deeds, located at 649
High St., Dedham, is the prin-
cipal office for real property in
Norfolk County. The Registry is
a resource for homeowners, title
examiners, mortgage lenders,
municipalities, and others with a
need for secure, accurate, and ac-

cessible land record information.
All land record research informa-
tion can be found on the Regis-
try’s website, www.norfolkdeeds.
org. Residents in need of assis-
tance can contact the Registry of
Deeds Customer Service Center
at (781) 461-6101 or email us
at registerodonnell@norfolk-
deeds.org,
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