
By Seti Long

LIVE OAK, CA (MPG) - 
Whether it is curiosity or 
the smell of freshly cut, 
marinated and cooked 
meats wafting through the 

air that draws them in, Taco 
Azteca has seen its fair 
share of customers in the 
short time it’s been open.
Viktor Flores, owner and 
chef of Live Oak’s new-
est restaurant, went big 

and kicked off 2021 with 
the taqueria’s grand open-
ing on January 2nd. He 
has enlisted the help of his 
wife and daughters to run 
his dream restaurant while 
he plans the menu and 

prepares the meals. Over 
35 years of experience as 
a butcher combined with 
Flores’ passion for crave-
able, healthy foods results 
in some of the menu’s most 
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California Department 
of Public Health

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- The state issued vac-
cine recommendations to 
local public health depart-
ments and providers focused 
on accelerating the pace 
of  COVID-19 vaccine 
administration. The rec-
ommendations clarify the 
state’s vaccine prioritiza-
tion process and that after 
appropriate efforts to reach 
highest priority groups, 
health departments and pro-
viders may offer doses to 
lower priority groups when 
high-priority demand sub-
sides, or when doses are 
about to expire.

“Ca l i fo rn ia ’s  hea l th 
care providers have done 
incredible work thus far in 
vaccinating hundreds of 
thousands of Californians,” 
sa id  Governor  Gavin 
Newsom. “On behalf of 
our state, I thank our hos-
pitals, doctors, nurses, and 
others for joining us in this 
all-hands-on-deck commit-
ment to safely and quickly 
Vaccinate All 58. When 
Californians join together, 
our spirit of resiliency and 
innovation always wins. By 
continuing to take the pre-
cautions we need to get 
through this surge, and by 
ramping up safe and equi-
table vaccinations, we can 
and we will get through this 
darkest part of the tunnel to 
the light.”

To maximize vaccine 
administration and reduce 
the potential for waste, local 
health departments and pro-
viders should immediately 
administer COVID-19 vac-
cines to individuals in all 
tiers of Phase 1a. In addi-
tion to frontline health care 
workers, this includes a wide 
range of people in health care 
settings such as community 
health care workers, pub-
lic health field staff, primary 
care clinics, specialty clinics, 
laboratory workers, dental 
clinics and pharmacy staff.

Local health departments 
and providers should make 
special efforts to administer 
vaccine to vaccinators and 
consider partnering with oth-
ers to provide vaccinations 
for individuals in prioritized 
tiers. They may also allo-
cate doses on the assumption 
that immunization will be 
accepted by some but not all 
who are offered the vaccine, 
and then continue to offer 
vaccinations in progressive 
priority tiers. For example, 
if a county has maximized 
use of the vaccine to admin-
ister individuals in Phase 1a, 
they should move to Tier 1 
of Phase 1b while continuing 
to offer vaccines to those in 
higher priority groups.

To view the full state rec-
ommendation visit: www.
cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/
Pages/NR21-008.aspx�  H

Health 
Departments 
and Providers 
to Accelerate 
Vaccinations

Now That’s Excellent!

GHS Ag teacher Nick Dreesmann (center) is seen here surrounded by his students at last year’s "County Line Cook-Off" contest. 
Dreesmann's students design and build their own BBQ's, which they use to compete against Live Oak High School Ag students 
at the annual BBQ’s cook-off. Photo provided by Bailey Pacheco/GHS Yearbook Staff 2020

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - Gridley High 
School Ag department has the 
distinction of being staffed by 
numerous award-winning edu-
cators, so it is not a surprise that 
another teacher has been the recip-
ient of yet another prestigious title.
Recently, Nick Dreesmann, Ag 
Department instructor at GHS, 
was named Teacher of Excellence 
for the Superior Region/North 
Valley Section of the California 
Agricultural Teachers Association. 
Applicants for the award must have 
a minimum of 10 years teaching 
in a secondary school or commu-
nity college level program, have 10 
years or more logged as a member 
of the CATA and have held at least 
one office with the CATA.

GHS Principal Justin Kern says 
Mr. Dreesmann’s award is befit-
ting of the educator’s dedication 
to his students and craft. Amid 
the pandemic, the Ag department 
and FFA have risen to the chal-
lenge of continuing the program’s 
very “hands-on” style of training 
in a safe, socially distanced manner 
while also weaving virtual learning 
and virtual competition into the cur-
riculum. Principal Kern says that 
Mr. Dreesmann has played a pivotal 
role in their success. “Nick has kept 
the shop open since March for stu-
dents to be able to continue building 
their skills and improve in the craft. 
Nick is from our community and 
understands that the investment in 
our Career Technical Education 
(CTE) program is an investment 
in our community. His program …

meets the needs of students going 
to college or directly into the work-
force,” says Kern. Dreesmann 
represents the type of educator 
that understands the needs of his 
students and what they require to 
be successful outside of school.  
“Nick has been guiding students at 
Gridley for over 15 years and his 
recognition is well deserved,” says 
Principal Kern.
Mr. Dreesmann was quite humble 
when asked about his “Teacher of 
Excellence” status. He says, “I am 
not much of an award guy. Love to 
give them out to others. Any and all 
awards I have received are a direct 
result of the great students, Teachers 
in our Ag Dept, Administration, and 
our local families that help make a 
difference in our students’ lives in 
our little community.”� H

Take-Out at Taco Azteca

We're Open! Owner of Live Oak's new Taco Azteca, Viktor Flores and his daughter Monica Flores invite the community to come in 
an taste their Mexico City inspired cuisine. Photo by Seti Long
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By Josh F.W. Cook

Sees Candy is 100 years 
old this year. See’s started 
back in 1921 when Mary See 
and her son Charles, moved 
to Los Angeles. Charles had 
dreams of opening a chain 
of chocolate shops using his 
mother’s recipes and when 
they finally opened up their 
first shop at 135 Western 
Avenue North, in was at the 
time the outskirts of L.A. 
See’s began delivering candy 
by mail in 1922, long before 
e-commerce was a thing, and 
in 1928 See’s offered the first 
motorcycle delivery service 
in Los Angeles. By 1958, the 
candy company made his-
tory as the first confectionary 
enterprise to receive melted 
chocolate at their factories via 
tanker truck, a method still 
used today. The Mary See’s 
original recipes still being 
used today include the Peanut 
Brittle, Chocolate Walnut 
Fudge, Victoria Toffee, Hand- 
Dipped Bon Bons, and Maple 
Walnut Creams.

***
If you are looking for a 

new place to dine my son 
Frank W. Jr. Cook has found 
one for you. While he was 
working at the Omer Barrow 
nut drying/sorting and Life 
Skills Personal Improvement 
Institue - behind the Labor 
Camp, Frank started to fre-
quent the Manzanita Market 
at the Corner of Evans 
Reimer and Larkin Road. The 
Manzanita Market has tri-tip 

sandwiches that are 5.2 stars 
on a 4-star ranking sched-
ule. The Stowe family are in 
possession of the Manzanita 
Store which has been in that 
location since the 1920s (the 
original Stowes obtained 
the land around Manzanita 
by forcefully driving out 
the dinosaurs and invent-
ing the peach as a source of 
food - in other words a long 
time ago). They have conve-
nience items, groceries, beer, 
gift items, gift baskets (made 
with local items such as olive 
oil, spaghetti sauce, bbq 
sauce, and seasonings); most 
importantly to 18-year-old 
boys involved in farm labor 
- tri-tip roasts, sandwiches, 
and hot dogs. Tri-tip Tuesday 
goes through Saturday every 
week. Little did Frank know 
he was tracing his family his-
tory, walking in the footsteps 
of his ancestors. I pointed out 
to Frank that the Manzanita 
Market is well known to the 
pioneering Frank William 
Cooks of this area. I remem-
ber going there with my Dad 
when I was a kid in his white 
Dodge Power Wagon truck 
(which my dad later turned 
in for a new off the lot AMC 
Gremlin - truly a low point in 
his life - we do not ask about 
or discuss).

Dad would buy me a big 
glass bottle of Orange Crush 
and I would stand next to 
him on the front seat, no 
seatbelts, as we drove north 
to the always fascinating gar-
bage transfer - never-ending 
deep pit of doom - where 
we pushed in all of the yard 
waste, recycling, metals, 
mercury-filled thermome-
ters, batteries, pesticides, and 
garbage with a loud crash-
ing thud bang (this before 
recycling laws and making 
people sort their own gar-
bage). So if feel like you 
have frequented every res-
taurant in town and you 
are ready to get out a little 

ways (but not yet ready for 
Oroville) then head to the 
Manzanita Market.

***
Letters soliciting Butte 

County Grand Jury mem-
bers have gone out. We hope 
good people respond to fulfill 
the vital role the Grand Jury 
plays in our government.

***
Butte Supervisors have 

been sworn in and Tod 
Kimmeshue is no longer 
using a hyphenated title. He 
is finally Supervisor. Nick 
“Lomo-Crossing” Micheli 
is the new Live Oak area 
County Supervisor.

***
Gridley still has no City 

Manager, if this goes on 
much longer look to Biggs 
to initiate some sort of 
“merger”. That Biggs City 
Council never sleeps - 
always looking to get ahead 
for their people.

***
C o m m o d i t y  e x p o r t s 

through California averaged 
$127.9 billion in the first ten 
months of 2020, down 12.0 
percent from the same period 
last year and the lowest 
October year- to-date aver-
age since 2010.

***
California’s median home 

price decreased to $711,300 
in October,  fol lowing 
September’s record-high of 
$712,430. Home sales vol-
ume decreased 1.0 percent 
on a month-over-month basis 
to 484,510 units, after hit-
ting its highest volume since 
February 2009 in September 
(489,590 units) and were 
19.9 percent above October 
2019. Year-to-date, home 
prices were up 8.3 percent, 
while sales volume was 
down by 1.3 percent.

***
J o s h  F. W.  C o o k 

attended the presti-
gious Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School � H

Thank A Veteran Today

The New Pi-Line

Kid’s Castle
Preschool & After School

NOW ENROLLING
Half  & Full Day Programs

     Now enrolling
Half & full day programs

www.kidscastlegridley.comwww.kidscastlegridley.com

Call now 846-9901
585 Magnolia St.

Call now 846-9901
585 Magnolia St.

Preschool & After School

CALL NOW 846-9901
585 Magnolia Street • Gridley

www.kidscastlegridley.com

Come in and see us anytime no appointment required!

We provide walking
transportation to and from

McKinley Elementary
and Wilson School.

M E M O R I A L  N O T I C E

Deborah Ellen Testroete

Deborah Ellen Testroete passed away early Wednesday morning 
on January 6th 2021.  She was born on February 19th 1952 to 
James and Lucy Osbourn at the Oroville Hospital.  She is survived 
by her husband Mark Testroete, two children Michelle and Kevin, 
three grandchildren, and her Sister Linda Osbourn.  She was 
greeted in Heaven by her parents James and Lucy, her sister Hilda, 
as well as her son Steven.  Some of her favorite things included 
the Ocean, baking, sewing, Dallas Cowboys, the Church, and 
Family.  Her favorite time of the year was Christmas.  She loved 
to bake and pass out candy.  She loved the smell of the Christmas 
Tree and the gathering of all of the family.  Her services will be 
held at the First Baptist Church of Gridley located at 100 Vermont 
St, Gridley, Ca 95948.  The services will be in the Gym at 1:00pm.  
There will be a reception to follow with a desert bar.

February 19, 1952 to January 6, 2021

M E M O R I A L  N O T I C E

Richard (Rick) Ruggirello

Richard (Rick) Ruggirello 
was born April 20, 1955, in 
Michigan, one of 6 children 
born to Paul and Josephine 
Ruggirello.

He moved to California 
and met his wife Joan in 
high school. He worked in 
the family trade of sheet 
rocking with his father, 
brothers, and cousins. He 
enjoyed working on cars, 
etching, and drawing. One of his favorite 
poems was the serenity prayer: “God, 
grant me Serenity to accept the things I 
cannot change, Courage to change the 
things I can, and the Wisdom to know the 
diff erence.”

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, brother, Nino 
Ruggirello and grandson, 
Jaxon Christopher Bannister. 
He is survived by his wife 
of 45 years, Joan Lawrence 
Ruggirello of Gridley and 3 
daughters: Tami Resendez of 
San Leandro, CA, Christine 
Ybarra of San Antonio, TX, 
and Jessica Taylor of Lake 
Tahoe, CA; six grandsons: 

Angel, Alex, and Max Resendez, and 
Rudy and Tino Ybarra; his three sisters: 
Antoinette Bacon of Biggs, Rose Brown 
of Arizona, and Gina Waller of Live Oak, 
his brother Joe Ruggirello of Oroville and 
many nieces and nephews.

April 20, 1955 to December 16, 2020

by his parents, brother, Nino 
Ruggirello and grandson, 
Jaxon Christopher Bannister. 
He is survived by his wife 

Ruggirello of Gridley and 3 

Ybarra of San Antonio, TX, 

Tahoe, CA; six grandsons: 

Regional Stay at Home Order is Lifted 
Including Butte County

Butte County 
Department of Public Health

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - As of Tuesday, 
January 12, 2021, the Greater Sacramento 
Region, which includes Butte County, 
ICU bed capacity four-week projec-
tion exceeds 15%, ending the Regional 
Stay at Home Order (RSAHO), effective 
immediately.
On December 10, 2020, the Greater 
Sacramento Region was placed under 
the RSAHO, which was directed to be in 
place for a minimum of 21 days. After the 
21 day period, the region’s four week ICU 
bed capacity was projected on a regular 
basis.
With the lift of the RSAHO, it is impor-
tant to note that the Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy’s tier based system is still in 
place. There are four tiers that determine 
which businesses and activities may be 
open based on case rate and test positiv-
ity rate.
Butte County is in the Purple Tier ( 
Widespread or Tier 1). As a reminder, Tier 
1, or the purple tier, is the most restric-
tive tier and requires most businesses 
and activities to modify operations for 
outdoors only. The case rate and test pos-
itivity rate for Butte County are updated 
on a weekly basis. To learn what can 
remain open in Tier 1, the public can visit 
the State’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy: 

covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
Additionally, the States Limited Stay at 
Home Order (LSAHO) is still in effect 
for all Counties in the Purple Tier, The 
LSAHO places a 10 pm- 5 am curfew 
on all individuals in the Purple Tier, with 
limited exceptions. The LSAHO is in 
effect until the RSAHO has terminated in 
all Regions of the State.
With this move in the right direction, 
we thank those who are working hard to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19, which 
protects our healthcare system. We ask 
residents to keep doing all they can to pre-
vent the virus by:
Wearing a face covering when in public; 
Keeping at least six feet away from oth-
ers; Wash your hands often; Don't mix 
with people who don’t live in your house-
hold; Staying home if you are sick

Important Links:
View information about the Region 
Stay Home Order: covid19.ca.gov/
stay-home-except-for-essential-
needs/#regional-stay-home-order; View 
information on the Purple Tier and the 
State’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy: 
covid19.ca.g0v/safer-economy/; View 
information on the Limited Stay at Home 
Order: www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/
CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/limited-
stay-at-home-order.aspx; View COVID 
information for Butte County: www.butte-
county/net/COVID-10�  H
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By Seti Long

G R I D L E Y,  C A  ( M P G )  - 
Attention all foodies, the 
3rd annual Restaurant 
Week, brought to you by 
Explore Butte County, is 
set to kick off January 22 – 
January 31, 2021.

This year marks the sec-
ond year that Gridley area 
restaurants will be partic-
ipating in the promotion 
enticing locals to try area 
restaurants and their high-
lighted dishes. Last year, 
participants were asked 
to create a “perfect pair-
ing” of a specialty menu 
item and complementing 
beverage. For Restaurant 
Week 2021, eateries have 
been asked to help custom-
ers celebrate the new year 
with featured specials, be 
it a special paring, meal for 

two, or full-on feast, that 
totals $20.21.

Gridley has two restau-
rants participating: Gridley 
Grill & Crab Shack fea-
turing their “chicken fried 
steak and eggs for two” 
deal and Casa Lupe, with 
“enchiladas for two” 
including rice, beans, 
chips, and salsa.

For  more informa-
t i o n  o n  R e s t a u r a n t 
Week, including a list of 

participating restaurants 
in each Butte County city 
and what $20.21 meal 
they will be for this take-
out event, please visit 
explorebuttecounty.com/
restaurant-week. Don’t 
forget to rate your expe-
rience and meals from 
each restaurant you visit 
throughout the 10-day 
event for a chance at win-
ning a $50 gift card to a 
local restaurant.� H-

popular items, such as the 
giant Cubana Torta or his 
secret 30-year-old recipe 
for fresh chorizo. Flores 
emphasizes importance 
of using the right cut of 
meat for a recipe’s suc-
cess and that mantra is the 
foundation of his culinary 
philosophy.  Combined 
with the use of fresh pro-
duce and other ingredients, 
Flores believes he has a 
recipe for success, “You 
come in with your family, 
you eat good! That is the 
thing on my mind.”
His daughter Monica 
Flores, who helps run the 
restaurant says, “Mexican 
Food is a blend of so many 
other cultures,” and that 
they are excited to bring 
some of those new fla-
vors and traditional meals 
not typically found on 
Mexican menus to Live 
Oak residents. Monica 
shares that her dad’s “mis-
sion behind all of this,” is 
to create nutritious meals 
that are “good every time,” 
and are “fresh and fast”.
While this has always 
been a dream for Flores, 
the business became a 
reality quite quickly and 
the family wasted no 
time opening to the pub-
lic, finalizing their décor 
and signage after their 
grand opening.  Flores 

says many asked him 
whether opening a res-
taurant during COVID19 
and the current stay-at-
home order was wise, 
his response was “Yes, I 
know…Everybody told 
me ‘you open right now, 
maybe you close.’ I hope 
‘no’ for the people who 
may like it. I’m happy. I’m 
not making a lot of money 
right now, but my fam-
ily is working here, so it’s 
okay.” Monica says her 
dad’s “confidence is a lit-
tle alarming but…we’re 
always gonna support 
him. With everyone pitch-
ing in helping out, then I 
think we’re gonna be able 
to make something great 
out of it!” The fact that 

Taco Azteca has returning 
customers after only being 
open for a week is a good 
omen.
Flores has grand plans for 
Taco Azteca, including 
grab-n-go hot-case items 
to be sold by the pound 
such as carnitas, rice and 
beans, and in the future, 
event catering and a spe-
cial student lunch-menu 
with discounted items for 
kids on a tight budget. The 
first-time restaurant own-
ers invite all to come on in 
and ask for a little patience 
as they work out any kinks 
in service. Tacos Azteca is 
located at 9901 Hwy 99 
in Live oak and you can 
call a head for pick up at 
(530) 823-6242.� H

1626 Hwy. 99, Gridley • 530.846.3625Mon-Sat 7am-7pm Sun 8am-5pm

Thank
A VeteranA Veteran

TodayToday

Proudly Located in Gridley for Over 50 Years!

Gridley Country Ford
99 E. and Spruce Street • Gridley

(530)846-4724   Toll Free: 1-800-660-4724

Proudly Located in Gridley for Over 50 Years!

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

20 YEAR
200,000 MILE POWER TRAIN

WARRANTY
INCLUDED IN THE PURCHASE OF NEW VEHICLES*

*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

10 YEAR
100,000 MILE POWER TRAIN

WARRANTY
INCLUDED IN THE PURCHASE OF USED VEHICLES*

*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

BIG CITY INVENTORY • SMALL TOWN SERVICE

Continued from page 1

Take-Out at Taco Azteca

The Taco Azteca is now open for business. Photo by Seti Long

Let Them Play in the Wake of CIF Updates
By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - The 
California Interscholastic 
Federation updated its rec-
ommendations for school 
athletic programs through-
out the state January 5th, 
2021 and promised weekly 
updates henceforth.
The CIF has announced 
that the Spring 2021 sea-
son,  which  was  the 
anticipated start of the 
delayed Fall 2020 sea-
son, will be split into two 
halves. CIF Season 1 Sports 
will run from January-April 
and CIF Season 2 Sports 
will run from March-June. 
A wide array of sports are 
allowed to compete during 

their designated season as 
long as COVID 19 case 
counts remain at appropri-
ate levels throughout the 
area in question. 
Furthermore, CIF has 
broken down its recom-
mendations to reflect 
the Tier levels used in 
the Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy. In the CIF 
Purple or “Widespread 
Tier” the following sports 
are still allowed to oper-
ate: Cross Country, Golf, 
Skiing/Snowboarding, 
Swimming & Diving, 
Tennis and Track & Field. 
Respectively, more sports 
are allowed to oper-
ate under the CIF Red or 
“Substantial Tier”, less 

restrictive CIF Orange or 
“Moderate Tier” and CIF 
Yellow or “Minimal Tier”. 
In the wake of these cur-
rent restrictions and the 
likelihood that fall sports, 
already pushed into the 
spring season, will see 
further delays, the “Let 
Them Play CA” move-
ment is gaining traction 
within high school sports 
programs. Coaches and 
parents ready to see their 
students return to their 
fields and courts are look-
ing to bring the “Let Them 
Play CA” movement to 
local communities. For 
more information, visit 
them on their Facebook 
page, Let Them Play CA.� H

Goodbye Gold City Grill
By Seti Long

OROVILLE, CA (MPG) - Another favorite eat-
ery has succumbed to COVID19.

The Gold City Grill in Oroville closed 
its doors to the public permanently 
Sunday, January 10th after decades of ser-
vice to the community. The grill is known 
for its family-style breakfasts, burgers and 
more.

Owners Todd and Gail Barnes made the 

announcement via Facebook the day of 
closing: “Due to the uncertain direction 
our country is heading regrettably we have 
had to make the decision to close one of 
our locations.” They continue, “We appre-
ciate all the love and support you have 
shown over the years at the cow. We look 
forward to serving you for more years yet 
to come!” The couple’s second business, 
The Cornucopia, will remain open for 
business. � H

Candidates Sought for the Butte County 
Water Commission 

By Autum Thomas, BCWRC

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
Butte County Board of Supervisors is 
seeking candidates to fill a vacancy on 
the Butte County Water Commission for 
the Commissioner, Landowner – District 
Water seat.  

The Water Commission provides advice 
to the Board of Supervisors on water 
matters, assists in the development of 
water policies, monitors state and fed-
eral legislation and water policy, and 
makes recommendations to the Board 
of Supervisors. The Water Commission 
consists of nine members appointed by 
the Board of Supervisors: Five mem-
bers, each nominated by their District 
Supervisor; and four at-large landowner 

commissioners, two served by private 
wells and two served by district water.  
“Water is a complex and at times contro-
versial topic. The Butte County Board of 
Supervisors benefits from the efforts and 
advice of the Water Commission” accord-
ing to Bill Connelly, Chair of the Butte 
County Board of Supervisors. 

Persons interested in being consid-
ered for this appointment must submit an 
Application for Appointment, available 
at http://www.buttecounty.net/clerkofthe-
board/appoinmentslist and may also 
submit a letter of interest and/or resume 
to the Butte County Department of Water 
and Resource Conservation via email 
at BCWater@ButteCounty.net, or by  
regular mail to 308 Nelson Avenue, 
Oroville, CA 95965.� H 

Two for $20.21 – Restaurant Week is Back!
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-297-3873

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter
LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-957-0822

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338  
License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ 
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# 
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# 
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YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

Oroville Residents Arrested for Burglary 
and Manufacturing Methamphetamine

Butte County Sheriff’s Office

OROVILLE, CA (MPG) - On the afternoon of 
January 7, 2021 a homeowner who resided 
in the area of Cherokee Road, Oroville called 
the Butte County Sheriff’s Office and reported 
they had interrupted a burglary at their resi-
dence. Deputies and detectives immediately 
responded to the area and obtained a descrip-
tion of the suspect from the homeowner. 
Deputies conducted an area check and located 
the suspect standing outside of a residence in 
the 2400 block of Cherokee Road. Deputies 
and detectives identified the suspect as Brian 
Horton, age 44, of Oroville.

Deputies and detectives determined 
Horton resided at the residence where he 
was contacted, and Horton was on active 
California State Parole. Deputies and 
detectives conducted a search of Horton’s 
residence pursuant to the terms and condi-
tions of Horton’s parole. During the search 
of Horton’s residence, deputies and detec-
tives contacted Horton’s girlfriend, who 
was identified as Mindy Kruse, age 35, 
of Oroville.

Deputies and detectives located numer-
ous evidence items inside Horton’s residence 
to include the following items: Two fire-
arms, a sawed off shotgun, ammunition, 
evidence related to the aforementioned bur-
glary, and a methamphetamine lab. The Butte 
Interagency Narcotics Task Force responded 
to Horton’s residence and processed the 

methamphetamine lab. A photograph of the 
firearms deputies and detectives located is 
attached to this press release.

During the subsequent investigation, detec-
tives located additional evidence that Horton 
was involved with a separate residential bur-
glary that occurred on Christmas day in the 
Oroville area. Detectives also located property 
in Kruse’s purse that was stolen during a vehi-
cle burglary that occurred in the Oroville area.

On the evening of January 7, Horton was 
booked into the Butte County Jail for felony 
counts of residential burglary, being a pro-
hibited person in possession of a firearm and 
ammunition, possession of stolen property, 
possession of a sawed off shotgun, manufac-
turing a sawed off shotgun, manufacturing 
a controlled substance, possession of sto-
len property, and for violating the terms and 
conditions of his parole. On the evening of 
January 7, Kruse was booked into the Butte 
County Jail for felony counts of vehicle bur-
glary and possession of precursors used to 
manufacture methamphetamine. Horton and 
Kruse are scheduled to be arraigned at the 
Butte County Superior Court on Monday, 
January 11, at 3 PM.

During the investigation, detectives located 
evidence Horton was involved in additional 
thefts on Christmas day. The Sheriff’s Office 
is asking anyone with additional information 
about this investigation or who had property 
stolen on Christmas day to contact detectives 
at 530-538-7671. � H

Chico Resident Arrested For Durham 
Post Office Burglary

Butte County  
Sheriff’s Office

DURHAM,  CA (MPG)  - 
On August 12, 2020, 
Butte County Sheriff ’s 
Office (BCSO) deputies 
responded to a burglary at 
the Durham Post Office. 
Deputies located evi-
dence that approximately 
100 post office boxes had 
been pried open, and large 
amounts of mail had been 
stolen. Detectives and 
Designated Area Deputies 
conducted an investiga-
tion, collected evidence, 
and eventually identified 
Carolyn Hill, age 44, of 
Chico as a suspect.

During the investigation 
detectives and deputies 

located a victim who 
believed their business 
bank account information 
had been stolen during 
the burglary. Detectives 
located evidence that 
Hill manufactured forged 
checks using the busi-
ness’s  bank account 
information. Detectives 
located additional evi-
dence that Hill used the 
manufactured forged 
checks to steal a signif-
icant amount of money 
from the business.

On January 4, detectives 
contacted Hill about this 
investigation. During the 
contact detectives located 
evidence indicating Hill 
was the individual respon-
sible for the Durham Post 

Office burglary. Detectives 
also located evidence 
indica t ing  Hi l l  was 
responsible for stealing 
money from the aforemen-
tioned business.

On January 4, Hill 
was booked into the 
Butte County Jail for fel-
ony counts of burglary, 
forgery, identity theft, 
grand theft, and pass-
ing fraudulent checks. 
Hill is scheduled to be 
arraigned at the Butte 
County Superior Court 
on January 6, at 3 PM. 
The Sheriff’s Office is 
 asking anyone with 
additional information 
about this investigation 
to contact detectives at  
530-538-7671. � H

Chico Resident Arrested for Possession 
of Stolen Property

Butte County Sheriff’s Office

CHICO, CA (MPG) - On November 30, 2020, a 
local business contacted the Butte County 
Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) and reported a 
four wheeler had been stolen from their 
business. Deputies responded to the busi-
ness, obtained video surveillance of the 
areas surrounding the business, and con-
ducted an investigation. Deputies were 
able to identify the suspect as Michael 
Hubburt, age 32, of Chico.

On December 15, deputies obtained a 
search warrant for Hubburt’s residence, 
which is located in the 100 block of York 
Drive, Chico. During the service of the 
search warrant, detectives located a fire-
arm and ammunition. After serving the 
search warrant at Hubburt’s residence, 
deputies obtained a second search warrant 
for a storage unit Hubburt had rented in 
Chico. During a search of the storage unit, 
deputies located approximately $10,000 in 
stolen property.

Based on the aforementioned investiga-
tion, deputies obtained an arrest warrant 
for Hubburt. Hubburt was placed under 
arrest on January 5, 2021. During the arrest 
of Hubburt, deputies located additional 
evidence related to this investigation. On 
the evening of January 5, Hubburt was 
booked at the Butte County Jail for the fol-
lowing felony charges: vehicle theft, being 
a prohibited person in possession of a fire-
arm and ammunition, and possession of 
stolen property. Hubburt is scheduled to 
be arraigned at the Butte County Superior 
Court on January 8, at 3 PM.

During the search of Hubburt’s storage 
unit, deputies located tool boxes contain-
ing numerous electrical supplies, and tree 
climbing equipment. The Sheriff’s Office 
is attempting to locate the owners of the 
tool boxes and tree climbing equipment. 
The Sheriff’s Office is asking anyone with 
additional information about this investi-
gation to contact Deputy Jessica Raggio at 
530-538-7671. � H

Investigation Update of Drive-by Shooting
Butte County Sheriff’s Office

OROVILLE, CA (MPG) - During the arrest of 
Cher and Gier Vang, detectives located 
evidence related to this investigation. Over 
the past two months, detectives have con-
tinued to conduct follow-up related to this 
investigation.

On November 19, detectives served a 
search warrant in the 1000 block of Butte 
Avenue, Oroville. During the service of the 
search warrant detectives contacted Johnny 
Thao, age 26, of Oroville. During a search 
of Thao’s residence detectives located 
ammunition, evidence of marijuana sales, 
and evidence related to the November 7 
drive-by shooting. On November 19, Thao 
was placed under arrest for being a prohib-
ited person in possession of ammunition, 
and possession of marijuana for sale. 
Thao has remained in custody at the Butte 

County Jail since his November 19 arrest.
Detect ives  and the  Cal i fornia 

Department of Justice spent the past month 
processing digital and physical evidence 
that was located during this investigation. 
Detectives also conducted numerous inter-
views related to this investigation.

Based on the evidence located during 
the investigation Thao was placed under 
arrest for the following felony charges 
on January 4, 2021: Being a prohibited 
person in possession of a firearm, shoot-
ing at an inhabited dwelling, assault with 
a deadly weapon, and participating in a 
criminal street gang. Thao is scheduled to 
be arraigned at the Butte County Superior 
Court on January 6, at 3 PM. Thao’s bail 
was set at $2,120,000. The Sheriff’s Office 
is asking anyone with additional infor-
mation about this investigation to contact 
detectives at 530-538-7671.� H

Crime Reports

get more info at www.crimegraphics.com

Gridley- Biggs Police Report
January 3rd - January 10th

1-3-21: At 6:35 pm on the 100 block of Ohio St., Gridley CA, Melvin Wade Dickinson Jr., 31, was 
arrested on two outside agency felony warrants, one local misdemeanor bench warrant and 
resisting arrest (148 (a)(1) PC) and was booked into Butte County Jail.

1-4-21: At 9:54 pm on SR-99 and Archer Ave., Gridley CA, Lawrence Van Riley, 69, was arrested 
for possession of a narcotic controlled substance (11350 (a) H&S), possession of a controlled 
substance (11377 (a) H&S), drug paraphernalia (11364 (a) H&S) and driving with a suspended 
license/reckless (14601 (a) VC) and was booked into Butte County Jail.

1-5-21: On SR-99 and Magnolia St., Gridley CA, Paul Edwardo Menchaca, 40 was cited for a local 
misdemeanor bench warrant.

1-5-21: At 1:43 am on the 1500 block of SR-99, Gridley CA, Jessica Marie Dowdin, 34, was cited 
for possession of a controlled substance (11377(a) H&S), possession of marijuana more than 
28.5 grams (11357 (b)(2) H&S), drug paraphernalia (11364 (a) H&S), and driving without a 
license (12500 (a) VC).

1-5-21: At 1:41 pm on the 1700 block SR-99, Gridley CA, Richard Anthony Jurado, 34, was cited 
for driving with a suspended license (14601.2 (a) VC).

1-5-21: At 11:41 pm on Independence Place and Frank Hall Drive, Gridley CA, Timothy Howard 
Copeland JR., 24, was arrested on an outside agency felony warrant and booked into Butte 
County Jail.

1-6-21: At 1:32 pm on the 1500 block of SR-99, Gridley CA, Manuel Manriquez, 37, was cited for 
possession of a controlled substance (11377 (a) H&S).

1-6-21: At 7:27 pm on the 1700 block of SR-99, Gridley CA, Levy Dylan Williams, 24, was arrested 
for possession of a stolen vehicle (496 (d) PC), possession of a controlled substance (11377 (a) 
H&S), reckless driving with suspended license (14601 (a) VC), displaying false registration 
(4462.5 VC). Subject was booked into Butte County Jail.

1-7-21: At 4:00 am on W. Liberty Rd and Loser Ave., Gridley CA, Alejandro Cesar Navarro, 37, 
was cited for possession of a controlled substance (11377 (a) H&S) and driving with a suspended 
license (14601.2 (a) VC).

1-8-21: At 12:49 am on E. Gridley Rd., Gridley CA, David Lee Pendergrass, 64, was cited for an 
outside agency misdemeanor warrant and a local misdemeanor bench warrant.

1-10-21: At 12:32 pm on SR-99 and W. Liberty Rd., Gridley CA, William Jacob Ladd, 34, was cited 
for possession of drug paraphernalia (11364 (a) H&S).

1-10-21: At 12:41pm on SR-99 and W. Liberty Rd., Gridley CA, Cassandra Rae Mick, 60, was 
arrested for possession of drug paraphernalia (11364 (a) H&S).
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CLG NEWS UPDATES
Provided by Citizens for Legitimate Government (CLG) See legitgov.org

Better read this if you are 62
or older and still making
mortgage payments.

It’s a well-known fact that for many 
older Americans, the home is their 
single biggest asset, often accounting 
for more than 45% of their total net 
worth.  And with interest rates near 
all-time lows while home values are 
still high, this combination creates 
the perfect dynamic for getting the 
most out of your built-up equity.

But, many aren’t taking advantage 
of this unprecedented period. 
According to new statistics from 
the mortgage industry, senior 
homeowners in the U.S. are now 
sitting on more than 7.19 trillion 
dollars* of unused home equity.

 Not only are people living longer 
than ever before, but there is also 
greater uncertainty in the ecomony. 
With home prices back up again, 
ignoring this “hidden wealth” may 
prove to be short sighted when 

looking for the best long-term 
outcome.

All things considered, it’s not 
surprising that more than a million 
homeowners have already used a 
government-insured Home Equity 
Conversion Mortgage (HECM) loan to 
turn their home equity into extra cash 
for retirement.

It’s a fact: no monthly mortgage 
payments are required with a 
government-insured HECM loan; 
however the borrowers are still 
responsible for paying for the 
maintenance of their home, property 
taxes, homeowner’s insurance and, if 
required, their HOA fees.

Today, HECM loans are simply an 
eff ective way for homeowners 62 and 
older to get the extra cash they need 
to enjoy retirement.

Although today’s HECM loans 
have been improved to provide 
even greater fi nancial protection for 
homeowners, there are still many 
misconceptions.

For example, a lot of people 
mistakenly believe the home must 
be paid off in full in order to qualify 
for a HECM loan, which is not the 
case. In fact, one key advantage 
of a HECM is that the proceeds 
will first be used to pay off any 
existing liens on the property, 
which frees up cash flow, a huge 
blessing for seniors living on a fixed 
income. Unfortunately, many senior 
homeowners who might be better 
off with a HECM loan don’t even 
bother to get more information 
because of rumors they’ve heard.

In fact, a recent survey by American 
Advisors Group (AAG), the nation’s 
number one HECM lender, found 
that over 98% of their clients are 
satisfi ed with their loans. While these 
special loans are not for everyone, 
they can be a real lifesaver for senior 

homeowners - especially in times like 
these. 

The cash from a HECM loan can 
be used for almost any purpose. 
Other common uses include making 
home improvements, paying off  
medical bills or helping other family 
members. Some people simply need 
the extra cash for everyday expenses 
while others are now using it as a 
safety net for fi nancial emergencies.

If you’re a homeowner age 62 or 
older, you owe it to yourself to learn 
more so that you can make the best 
decision - for your fi nancial future.

It’s time to reverse your thinking

We’re here and ready to help. 
Homeowners who are 

interested in learning more can 
request a FREE Reverse 

Mortgage Information Kit and
DVD by calling toll-free at

855-211-6945

Request a FREE Info Kit
& DVD Today!

Call 855-211-6945 now.

Our new Reverse Mortgage information  guides & DVD are now 
available featuring award-winning actor and paid AAG spokesman, 
Tom Selleck.

U.S.A.’s #1
Reverse Mortgage Company

As Featured on:
ABC, CBS, CNN & Fox News

*Source: https://reversemortgagedaily.com/2019/12/17/senior-housing-wealth-reaches-record-high-of-7-19-trillion

Reverse mortgage loan terms include occupying the home as your primary residence, maintaining the home, paying property taxes and 
homeowners insurance. Although these costs may be substantial, AAG does not establish an escrow account for these payments. However, 
a set-aside account can be set up for taxes and insurance, and in some cases may be required. Not all interest on a reverse mortgage is tax-
deductible and to the extent that it is, such deduction is not available until the loan is partially or fully repaid.

AAG charges an origination fee, mortgage insurance premium (where required by HUD), closing costs and servicing fees, rolled into the balance 
of the loan. AAG charges interest on the balance, which grows over time. When the last borrower or eligible non-borrowing spouse dies, sells 
the home, permanently moves out, or fails to comply with the loan terms, the loan becomes due and payable (and the property may become 
subject to foreclosure). When this happens, some or all of the equity in the property no longer belongs to the borrowers, who may need to sell 
the home or otherwise repay the loan balance.  V2020.10.07

NMLS# 9392 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). American Advisors Group (AAG) is headquartered at 18200 Von Karman Ave, Suite
300, Irvine CA 92612. Licensed in 49 states. Please go to www.aag.com/legal-information for full state license information.

These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency. 

More than 1 million seniors have taken advantage of this “retirement secret.”
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Felony EDD Fraud Charges Filed
By Shelly Orio, 
Office of Sacramento County 
District Attorney 

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - On January 4, 
2021, nine felony counts of EDD fraud 
were filed against Walter Lee Dawson 
in Department 62 of the Sacramento 
Superior Court.

Dawson was arrested on December 
3, 2020, when Sacramento Probation 
Officers and Sheriff’s Deputies con-
ducted a probation compliance search 
and recovered a Glock style pistol with 
no serial number, multiple rounds of 9 
mm ammunition, approximately $58,000 
in cash, approximately 3.8 pounds of 
marijuana, and packaging material con-
sistent with marijuana sales. Dawson 
was arrested and charged with felon 
in possession of a firearm, felon in 
possession of ammunition, and posses-
sion of marijuana for sales charges in 
Sacramento Superior Court case number 
20FE019364.

During the search, nine EDD debit 

cards issued in different names were 
also recovered as were approximately 
20 additional EDD documents in var-
ious people’s names. After Dawson’s 
arrest, a joint investigation by the 
District Attorney, Probation Department, 
Sheriff’s Office, and the California 
Employment Development Department 
Investigations Division revealed that 
approximately $219,000 had been fraud-
ulently acquired by Dawson when he 
obtained the nine EDD cards. Dawson, 
who has prior strike convictions for 
residential burglary and attempted res-
idential burglary, was arraigned today 
on an amended felony complaint that 
added nine felony counts of EDD fraud. 
With the additional charges, Dawson 
faces a maximum sentence of 19 years, 
4 months in state prison.

The Sacramento District Attorney will 
continue to investigate and prosecute 
EDD fraud, which cheats rightful recip-
ients out of much needed assistance and 
costs Californians billions in lost tax 
dollars. � H

Petition to recall Gov. Gavin Newsom attracts 1 million signatures in California 
– Petition needs just 500,000 more signees by mid-March deadline | 08 Jan 2021 | A 
renewed push to recall California Gov. Gavin Newsom has attracted more than 1 mil-
lion signatures, with 9 weeks left to collect the remaining 500,000 needed to place the 
measure on the ballot. Overall, the effort needs roughly 1.5 million people to sign on 
by mid-March, which would trigger a mid-year election. “The people are being heard 
loud and clear, and it is not a matter of IF we are going to reach our goal necessary that 
will trigger a recall election of Newsom, it is just when we cross the finish line,” Orrin 
Heatlie, the Lead Proponent of the official RecallGavin2020.com, said in a statement.

Ex-Capitol Police Chief Says Pelosi, McConnell’s Sergeants at Arms Refused 
Security Measures While New Timeline Proves ‘Trump Incitement’ Claims Bogus | 
11 Jan 2021 | The Washington Post has reported that the outgoing Capitol Police Chief, 
Steve Sund, believes his efforts to secure the premises were undermined by a lack of con-
cern from House and Senate security officials who answer directly to Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Senate leader Mitch McConnell. The National Pulse can also report the 
Washington Post’s timeline proves it was impossible for Trump speech attendees to have 
made it to the Capitol in time for the breach. In addition to the fact that Trump openly 
called for the “cheering on” of Congressman, and “peaceful” protests, the timeline as 
established from numerous, establishment media reports simply doesn’t stack up.

IT Expert and Global Defense Contractor Testifies in Italian Court That He and 
Others Rigged Machines to Switch Votes to Biden in US Election | 06 Jan 2021 | An 
employee of one of the world largest defense contractors, Leonardo SpA, has sounded 
the alarm and provided a shocking deposition detailing his role in the most elaborate 
criminal act affecting a US election. Arturo D’elio outlined the scheme that proved suc-
cessful in using Leonardo computer systems and military satellites located in Pescara, 
Italy. Recent reports of a hack at Leonardo now appear to have been an orchestrated 
cover to mitigate blowback on the corporation which is partially owned by the Italian 
government. A press release by Nations In Action revealed details:

Nations In Action, a government transparency organization, partnered with the Institute 
of Good Governance to thoroughly investigate and research the election irregularities which 
yielded the long awaited proof that a flawless plot to take down America was executed with 
extraordinary resources and global involvement. Americans and elected officials now have 
proof that the election was indeed stolen. This provides the mechanism for each state to 
recall their slate of electors immediately or face lawsuits and request all federal government 
agencies to lock down all internal communications, equipment and documentation from 
the Rome Embassy. “Make no mistake, this is a coup d’etat that we will stop in the name 
of justice and free and fair elections,” stated Maria Strollo Zack, Chairman of Nations In 
Action.

Rasmussen: Trump’s Approval Rating Rises After DC Protests | 08 Jan 2021 | The 
Rasmussen poll, one of the most accurate polls of the 2020 election, finds President 
Trump’s approval is actually rising after Wednesday’s protests. As Democrats move to 
impeachment and some establishment Republicans call for the 25th Amendment to 
remove Trump, the poll finds 48% approve of the President’s job performance. A source 
close to the polling firm tells Newsmax that the rolling survey saw Trump’s approval soar 
to 51% on Thursday night. Trump’s approval has been up overall, jumping from 45% just 
before Christmas.

Federal Prosecutor Opens Excessive Force Investigation Into the Death of Ashli 
Babbitt - Report | 09 Jan 2021 | Michael Sherwin, acting U.S. attorney for the District of 
Columbia, said that his office has started a federal, excessive force investigation over the 
shooting and killing of former U.S. Air Force veteran Ashli Babbitt in the Capitol on Jan. 
6. Sherwin confirmed the investigation with CBS News. His civil rights section will lead 
the prosecution, which is being investigated by D.C. police and the FBI.

The Most Definitive Video Yet of Capitol Police Letting the Protesters Enter the 
Building | 08 Jan 2021 | A protester was shot and killed and a Capitol Police officer died 
after protesters at a Trump rally poured into the Capitol Building and became violent. 
Soon thereafter, videos of crowds being allowed in by Capitol Police began to appear. 
Indeed, two reporters from The Washington Examiner spoke with dozens of people who 
said that Capitol Police simply allowed them to come into the Capitol Building as they 
do with visitors. And now there’s a definitive video showing that not only were police 
letting the protesters in, but a phalanx of police watched them let the protesters into the 
building.

Trump Promises ‘Orderly Transition’ After Biden Certified as President-Elect | 
07 Jan 2021 | President Donald Trump early Jan. 7 promised there would be an orderly 
transition on Jan. 20, while vowing to continue to fight to better America. “Even though 
I totally disagree with the outcome of the election, and the facts bear me out, never-
theless there will be an orderly transition on January 20th. I have always said we would 
continue our fight to ensure that only legal votes were counted,” Trump said in a state-
ment. “While this represents the end of the greatest first term in presidential history, it’s 
only the beginning of our fight to Make America Great Again!”  

ABC News Political Director Calls for Cleansing of Trump Voters | 07 Jan 2021 | 
ABC News Political Director Rick Klein called for the “cleansing” of Trump supporters 
Thursday following the Capitol Hill chaos, which featured the president’s loyal follow-
ers storming the complex. “Trump will be an ex-president in 13 days. The fact is that 
getting rid of Trump is the easy part,” Klein wrote in a since-deleted post on Twitter, 
which already banned the president for 12 hours after the riots and teed up a perma-
nent suspension. “Cleansing the movement he commands is going to be something else.” 
Klein’s calls for cleansing are reminiscent of leftist demands to reprimand the 74 million 
Americans who voted for the president in the November election last year.

Payment processor Stripe cuts ties with Trump campaign | 10 Jan 2021 | Payment 
processing company Stripe cut ties with President Trump’s campaign after his support-
ers [with antifa and BLM agents] rioted at the Capitol last week, a person familiar with 
the matter confirmed to The Hill on Sunday. Stripe, a San Francisco-based company that 
manages online card payments for several businesses, will stop processing payments to 
the campaign, saying the campaign violated its policies against encouraging violence 
after a pro-Trump mob [allegedly] stormed and vandalized the Capitol... The news of 
Stripe separating from the president’s campaign came after other technology firms pun-
ished Trump and his campaign.�  H
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By Barbara Ott

May steady rain and 
snow continue to happen 
for the rest of the winter. 
We are going to be feel-
ing very dry if it does not. 
I feel concern for water and 
its use. I’m very concerned 
when I see lawns being 
watered while it pours 
down rain (a rare occur-
rence right now). I love our 
timers for our converted 

lawn sprinklers. We have 
all of our timed sprinklers 
on drip now.

I use some mini timed 
sprinklers that reach to 
the lawn. The truth of the 
matter is that your water 
system can be turned off 
and on. Go switch it off 
when it rains. Then if there 
is a dry spell turn the timer 
back on. Gridley was very 
lucky last big drought…
I think we had a short 
reprieve and this is still that 
drought. Anyway, while 
other towns restricted 
water use, Gridley never 
did. Most people limited 
their watering because they 
were being responsible. 
I’m hoping we do not have 
to go through those water 
restrictions again.

So far, our winter cold 
has been relatively mild. 

I’m tempted to move 
some geraniums because 
of this mild weather. I’ve 
been resisting this impulse 
because it would be a bit 
cruel to make good strong 
plants struggle through 
cold weather to make roots. 
They are happily making 
roots where they are and 
I can wait to move them 
when the soil is warmer.

I have a wonderful 
reblooming iris that is 
blooming right now. Bright 
yellow and a great plant. 
I was surprised when it 
bloomed in December. It’s 
still going and lends a great 
bit of yellow to the yard. 
The daffodils are going to 
pop soon. Since I’ve been 
taking plants our I have 
disturbed a lot of daffo-
dil bulbs. We’ll see if they 
bloom well or not..� H

Gridley Thumbs and Roots Thoughts to Ponder
by Kathy Neal
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(202) 225-3076

U.S. President - Donald Trump 
The White House, Washington D.C. 20500 
(202) 456-1414
U.S. Senate - Kamala Harris 
Hart Senate Bld., Ste. 112 Constitution Ave. 
and 2nd St., N.E. Washington D.C. 20510 
(202) 224-3553
U.S. Senate - Dianne Feinstein 
Hart Senate Bld., Ste. 331, Constitution Ave. 

2309 Lincoln Street
Oroville, CA 95966

Cell: 530-990-3600  •  Email: larry@doortru.com

Larry Earley
CalDRE# 01403025

Serving Butte County

BUSINESS AND SERVICE DIRECTORY

530-353-9519

• Lawn Care
• Trimming
• Planting
• Clean Gu� ers

• General cleanup
• Sprinkler Installation 

& Repair
• Free Estimates

Ruiz Maintenance
& Lawn Care

Lic. #006266

Call, text or email Greg  
for an appointment 
530-370-1740

kentsappliance@gmail.com
Serving Gridley, Biggs, and Live Oak 

15 years of experience Lic. #48639

KENT’S APPLIANCE REPAIR
MAJOR BRAND HOME APPLIANCES

A new year. A new start. 
Who said I can’t finish this 
book?

Dud Campbell walked 
the frozen sidewalk and 
blew steamy breath out 
through his parka hood.

All I need, really, are a 
few ideas.

Dud’s been working on 
his novel, “Murder in the 
Soggy Bottoms,” for several 
years now, and it has taken 
on different blends of sea-
soning, largely depending 
on what things were happen-
ing here in our little valley.

For example, the bizarre 
roman t i c  connec t i on 
between Dewey and Emily 
led to a rewrite of the part 
where the book flashed 
back many years to when 
the Duchess and the Truck 

Driver first met.
And when the Truck 

Driver’s son met the 
Duchess’s daughter, 20 
some years later, it was the 
courtship of Randy Jones 
and Katie Burchell that he 
patterned that after.

What is still left to solve, 
however, is what happens 
when the Truck Driver and 
the Duchess discover that 
their children are sweet on 
each other, because the kids 
happen to be half brother 
and sister.

And then, the guys at the 
coffee shop wanted to know 
why the Truck Driver, an 
American truck driver, was 
there driving below the 
Duchess’s castle in Europe. 
At first he was just calling 
it a special assignment, but 
the guys wanted to know 
what the special assign-
ment was, and did he have 
to change his name for it, 
and was he armed, and did 
theme music play when he 
shifted gears.

He’d already killed off 

a few characters early on 
in the book, so he believed 
he was under no obli-
gation to bump off any 
more, but then the book 
is called “Murder in the 
Soggy Bottoms,” (which 
his friends think sounds 
like wet diapers) and the 
soggy bottoms are back in 
the good ol’ U.S. of A. and 
how was he going to get the 
Duchess and her daughter 
across the foaming tide?

And as he walked and 
thought, he asked him-
self if really good writers 
like Balzac and Max Evans 
had to struggle like this. 
He nodded and smiled to 
himself.

Sometimes I’ll bet they 
just wanted to sit down, 
open a beer, and watch 
football.

Hey, not a bad idea.
Art does exact its price.
In memory of my men-

tor, pard and good friend, 
Max Evans. He used 
to “fist fight for fun.” 
Thankfully, not with me.�H

“Murder in the Soggy Bottoms”

Slim Randles’ HOME COUNTRY

God is alive and well 
and living in Gridley, 
Biggs, and Oroville. How 
do we know? Look around 
and see for yourselves. It 
seems hard to believe liv-
ing in these troubled times. 
We have a pandemic that 
seems to be getting worse, 
even though we now have 
a vaccine. We have polit-
ical  unrest  as people 
attacked the Capitol build-
ing in Washington D.C. 
with at least one person 
killed. Is God alive and 
well? YES!!!

Watch that young person 
opens the door and help an 
elderly lady with her gro-
ceries. He doesn’t work 
at the store – he is God’s 
hands. Check out the driver 
who waits and allows other 
cars to go first, even during 

the rush hour. Look at that 
person wearing a mask as 
they hand out food so peo-
ple laid off work can eat. 
Look at the medical per-
sonnel wearing their PPEx 
taking care of Covid-
19 patients. See the child 
lifted up and hugged when 
he gets lost in the rush of 
a local game. Notice the 
items that appear where it 
is needed by the suffering 
survivors of tragedy, like 
all the fires recently. God is 
alive and living here in us.

A debt is forgiven when 
funds are lacking. An 
extension is given on fees 
due because the owner has 
been in the same position.

A smile – a hug – a kind 
word – a simple hello and 
conversation. Yes, God is 
alive and lives through the 
people who are his hands 
and feet.

God does not walk 
around handing out gold 
cards or driving a big car 

to impress us. He walks 
among His people spread-
ing the one thing the world 
continues to run out of – 
LOVE. Seen it lately?

He gives ideas to His 
people who need a new 
outlook on life, a new way 
to survive the crushing 
blows of a world spinning 
out of control. He opens 
doors and cracks windows 
on new paths and methods 
for His people to return to 
Him and know Him.

He has put pencils in the 
hands of people to write 
about Him and His love. 
He has put computers in 
use to spread in an instant 
the wonders of His cre-
ation. He even put Himself 
in a bed of hay in an ani-
mal shed to prove to the 
world He even cares for the 
lowly and forgotten.

Stop! Look! Believe! 
Have you seen Him lately? 
Look around – God is alive 
and here!� H

Slim Randles

There Are 
Other Ways

Dear Dave,
I really don’t have any 

established credit, because 
I’ve never taken out a loan 
or had a credit card. What 
will happen when I’m 
ready to get a mortgage 
loan and buy a home?

– Jillian
Dear Jillian,
There are basically two 

ways to be in a position to 
get a home loan. One is to 
have credit at lots of places 
and a huge FICO score. 
This is kind of dumb when 
you really think about it, 
but it will get you a mort-
gage loan almost instantly.

When you have no 
credit, a lender has to do 
what’s called a manual 
underwriting. It’s some-
thing lots of banks did 
back in the day, when 
they actually used com-
mon sense when it came to 
making loans.

Fortunately, a few places 
will still work with you in 
this manner. They take a 
look at your work history 
to see if you have a sta-
ble job and a good income. 

They want proof you pay 
your bills on time, too. 
This can be as simple as 
showing them several 
utility bills, rent state-
ments, and other receipts. 
They’re basically looking 
for a long history of proof 
that you honor your finan-
cial commitments.

Remember, buying a 
house with cash is always 
the best way to own a 
home. But I don’t beat 
people up over having a 
mortgage, as long as it’s on 
a 15-year, fixed rate note. 
Do your very best to save 
up for a down payment of 
at least 20 percent, too. 
That way, you’ll avoid the 
added expense of PMI (pri-
vate mortgage insurance).

Great question, Jillian!
– Dave

First, Define 
Long Term

Dear Dave,
What is your advice 

when it comes to investing 
a one-time, lump sum of 
$4,000 for a long period of 
time? I recently received an 
inheritance from an uncle 
who passed away, and I 
want to make the money 
work for me. I’m 33 and 
my home is paid for, plus I 
have no debt and an emer-
gency fund of six months 
of expenses. I am also max-
ing out my 401(k) at work. 
Thank you for your advice.

– Pat
Dear Pat,
I’m sorry to hear about 

your uncle, but I’m sure he 
was proud of the respon-
sible young man you’ve 
become. You’ve made 
some very mature deci-
sions where your finances 
are concerned, and as a 
result you’re at a great 
spot in life.

When it comes to invest-
ing, I consider a “long 
period of time” to be 10 
years or more. If this is 
the case with you, I’d sug-
gest a good mutual fund 
with a solid track record of 
between 15 and 20 years.

I know some folks like 
to take chances and play 
single stocks on a one-time 
investment like this, but I 
don’t think that’s a good 
idea. Single stocks just 
don’t consistently gener-
ate the kinds of returns 
a good mutual fund will 
over time. 

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is a 
seven-time #1 national 
best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and 
host of The Dave Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 
16 million listeners each 
week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, 
CBS This Morning, Today 
Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave 
has helped people regain 
control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.� H

Dave Ramsey Says 
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Commentary  
by Leanne McCrate

Dear Readers:
The 2020-2025 US Dietary 

Guidelines were unveiled last week by 
the US Department of Agriculture and 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services. These recommendations 
are based on scientific evidence and 
advised by a team of nutrition experts, 
including Registered Dietitians, 
Medical Doctors, and Professors of 
Nutrition. The Dietary Guidelines aim 
to promote health and prevent disease.

The theme of the new guide is 
“Make every bite count.” The recom-
mendations encourage us to choose 
nutrient-dense foods, which provide 
a high amount of nutrients relative to 
calories. An egg is an example of a 
nutrient-dense food. A sugar-sweet-
ened soda pop is an example of “empty 
calories,” a food or beverage that pro-
vides calories but very little nutrition.

The dietary guidelines can be sum-
marized as follows:

1.	Eat your veggies- select colorful 
vegetables of all types, starchy and 
non-starchy. Don’t forget beans, 
peas, and lentils.

2.	Focus on whole fruits. If you choose 
canned fruit, select one that is sweet-
ened by its own juice.

3.	Choose whole grains. At least half 
your bread, cereal, crackers, and 
pasta should be whole grains. Some 
examples of whole grains are oats, 
whole wheat, and brown rice.

4.	Dairy-select fat-free or low-fat 
milk, yogurt, and cheese OR choose 

non-dairy options that have been for-
tified with calcium, such as almond 
milk or soy yogurt.

5.	Protein-select lean meats, poultry, 
eggs, seafood, or soy products.

6.	Fats and oils- use sparingly. Choose 
vegetable oils

7.	Keep sodium to 2300 mg per day 
(one teaspoon). This includes the 
amount of salt in food before using 
the salt shaker. This limit is based on 
evidence that reducing sodium will 
lower the risks of heart disease and 
high blood pressure.

8.	Eliminate sugar-sweetened drinks.
The HHS and USDA were criticized 

for not reducing added sugar and alcohol 
advice. The advisory board recommended 
Americans reduce the amount of added 
sugars in their diet from 10 percent of 
calories to 6 percent. They also called 
for a reduction in alcohol intake for men 
from two drinks a day to one. The group 
cited insufficient scientific evidence for 
making these reductions.

To live a healthy lifestyle, we have to 
stay within our calorie limits. Easier said 
than done. Most adults need around 2,000 
calories each day to maintain weight. To 
find your appropriate calorie level, go to 
dietaryguidelines.gov, then scroll down to 
Appendix 2.

Finally, follow the 85/15 rule: 85% of 
calories should be met using the above 
guidelines; 15% may contain added sug-
ars or alcohol.

May you all have a happy and 
healthy 2021! ~ Dear Dietitian

Reference
1. U.S. Department of Agriculture and U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2020-2025. 
9th Edition. December 2020. Available at 
DietaryGuidelines.gov.

Leanne McCrate, RDN, LD, CNSC, 
is an award-winning dietitian based in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Her mission is to 
educate consumers on sound, scien-
tifically-based nutrition. Do you have 
a nutrition question? Email her today 
at deardietitian411@gmail.com. Dear 
Dietitian does not endorse any products, 
health programs, or diet plans.�  H

Dear DietitianDear Dietitian
2020-2025 US Dietary Guidelines

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • FAMOUS DUOS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. *Timothy Q. Mouse’s 
friend, in Disney classic
6. River in Germany
9. Bridle parts
13. Whatsoever
14. Like tuna tartare
15. Forearm bones
16. Plural of #3 Down
17. Hardware store
18. “Gladiator” setting
19. *Ferb Fletcher’s 
stepbrother
21. *Mr. White’s unfortunate 
student
23. Welcome spot for weary 
traveler
24. It shall, for short
25. Cul de ____
28. Young herring
30. Dieter’s cuisine, for short
35. Gator’s cousin
37. French “place”
39. Chunk of iceberg
40. St. Louis monument
41. Like new TV set
43. Front of ship
44. Singular of loci
46. Additional
47. Reality TV’s Spelling
48. *Assistant to regional 
manager Michael Scott
50. Missing a limb
52. More, in Madrid
53. Like acne-prone skin
55. Pimple fluid
57. *Shirley’s roommate and 
fellow bottle-capper
61. *Rory Gilmore’s mom
65. Make an effort
66. Legal org.
68. Long stories
69. Scottish valleys
70. Doctor Dolittle, e.g.
71. *One of The Carpenters 
duo
72. Bone-dry
73. Opposite of WSW
74. Red or orange 
announcement

DOWN
1. Slightly wet
2. *Malone and Stockton of the 
____ Jazz
3. Skirt length
4. Shrovetide dish
5. *Mary-Kate and Ashley
6. Geologists’ studies
7. *____ and cheese
8. Moved under the rug
9. “All ____, no bite”
10. Footnote word
11. *Amy Poehler’s comedic partner
12. Welsh alternative to Siobhán
15. Was almost out of gas, e.g.
20. Source of indigo dye, pl.
22. “____ Be Home For Christmas”
24. In the best possible way
25. Coffee burn, e.g.
26. *Bow and ____
27. Spherical bacteria
29. *Corona’s main squeeze?
31. What willow did
32. Read-only chip
33. Greek bazaar
34. *Clark’s fellow traveler
36. College party chant
38. Celestial bear
42. Dancer’s beat
45. Daisy dukes, e.g.
49. “Wizard of Oz” man
51. Archimedes’ exclamation

54. Furlough
56. Flower part
57. Frog delicacy
58. Wheel shaft
59. Swerve
60. European sea eagle
61. *David and Paul on the “____ 
Show”
62. Italian currency, pl.
63. Maple genus
64. Negative contraction
67. *Jerry’s fellow treat-maker

For Solutions See Page 7

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 7

Vehicle Fires

   

On average, 33 vehicle fi res are reported per hour, and these fi res kill one 
person a day. Cars and other passenger vehicles account for the vast majority 
of vehicle fi res and associated losses. While only about 19% of vehicle fi res 
actually occurred on highways and 17% were in parking lots; 33% occurred 
on streets, roads or driveways. When vehicles burn in driveways the fi re often 
spreads to the home causing more damage and endangering the lives of people 
inside. CAL FIRE/Gridley Fire Department would like to offer these helpful tips:

Most vehicle fi res resulted from mechanical or electrical failures or 
malfunctions.
• Have your vehicles inspected at least annually by a trained, professional 

mechanic.
• Watch for fl uid leaks under vehicles, cracked or blistered hoses, or wiring 

that is loose, has exposed metal or has cracked insulation.
• Have any fl uid leaks, damaged hoses or wiring repaired as soon as 

possible.
• Be alert to changes in the way your vehicle sounds 

when running, or to a visible plume coming from 
the tailpipe. A louder than usual exhaust tone, 
smoke coming from the tailpipe or a backfi ring 
exhaust could mean problems or damage to the 
high- temperature exhaust and emission control 
system on the vehicle.

If a vehicle fi re occurs:
• Pull off to the side of the road and stop as soon 

as safe to do so. Avoid areas of vegetation.
• Turn off the ignition to shut off electric systems 

and stop the fl ow of fuel.
• Keep the hood closed, more air will make 

the fi re bigger.
• Make sure everyone gets out of the 

vehicle and stays at least 100 feet away, 
be aware of traffi c.

• Call 9-1-1. Firefi ghters are specially trained 
to combat vehicle fi res; never try to fi ght a 
vehicle fi re yourself.

when running, or to a visible plume coming from 
the tailpipe. A louder than usual exhaust tone, 
smoke coming from the tailpipe or a backfi ring 
exhaust could mean problems or damage to the 
high- temperature exhaust and emission control 
system on the vehicle.

If a vehicle fi re occurs:
• Pull off to the side of the road and stop as soon 

as safe to do so. Avoid areas of vegetation.
• Turn off the ignition to shut off electric systems 

and stop the fl ow of fuel.
• Keep the hood closed, more air will make 

• Make sure everyone gets out of the 
vehicle and stays at least 100 feet away, 
be aware of traffi c.

• Call 9-1-1. Firefi ghters are specially trained 
to combat vehicle fi res; never try to fi ght a 
vehicle fi re yourself.

SSPPAARRKKYY'S'SSSPPAARRKKYY'S'S
CORNER

Thank You, 
Sparky the Dog

Gridley Fire Station 74

Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Crossword Puzzle on Page 7

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 7

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing
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Tax Services

Work Wanted

          M P G  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. 

Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-205-4138

AIRLINE
CAREERS
START HERE

School Real Estate

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home!  Set an appt today!  
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581  (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - any-
where - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-888-641-5762.  (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR 
RV to receive a major tax deduc-
tion. Help homeless pets. Local, 
IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No up-
front fees to enroll. A+ BBB rat-
ed. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. Call 
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)  (Cal-SCAN

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call now! 
1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental 
Insurance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for [350 ] 
procedures. Call 1-866-322-7610 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/
canews (6118-0219)  (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home shipping for mon-
itors, test strips, insulin pumps, cath-
eters and more! To learn more, call 
now! 1-855-702-3408.  (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Will juice in your home for you. 
Have juicer will travel. Used 
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit to-
day: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

AIRLINE CAREERS Start 
Here – Get trained as FAA 
certifi ed Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualifi ed 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
877-205-4138.   (Cal-SCAN)

I do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. Window 
washing. Natural Health Education. 
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-20) 

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
1-855-970-2032 (CalSCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-844-905-1684 or visit www.
GetGoldGeek.com/california  
BBB A Plus Rated. Request 
your 100 Percent FREE, no risk, 
no strings attached apprais-
al kit. Call today! (Cal-SCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Financial Services

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

For Rent

Miscellaneous

Local Classified

Insurance/Health

Got News ??
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BUTTE BUTTE 
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RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c

HEATING & AIR
IF YOUR HEATING OR AIR 
CONDITIONER  is in need 
of repair or replacement 
call 530-434-8728. 11-27-20

Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001255

The following persons are doing business as: LAND ONE REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT     
2 Glenview Court Chico, CA 95928
Daniela T Ferguson, 2 Glenview Court Chico, CA 95928, and Lindsay K. Poulin, 3564 Shadowtree 
Lane Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: December 16, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: General Partnership
NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: December 25, 2020 January 1, 8, and 15, 2021       (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001189

The following persons are doing business as: MOM’S BUCHA     
2385 Montgomery Street Oroville, CA 95965
The Banana Bunch LLC, 2385 Montgomery Street Oroville, CA 95965
Date Filed in Butte County: December 1, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: December 25, 2020 January 1, 8, and 15, 2021       (The Gridley Herald)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #20CV02410

1.  Petitioner Gina Aguinaga filed a petition with this court for a  decree 
changing names as follows:
 Present name                                 Proposed name
          Carlos Gustavo Ramirez Jr.                                               Carlos Javier Nunez

2.  THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the objection at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing February 10, 2021 9:00 a.m. Department TBA, Superior Court 
of California, County of Butte, North County Courthouse 1775 Concord Avenue Chico, CA 95928
Publish: January 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2021            (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001201

The following persons are doing business as: BAMFORD     
4288 State Hwy 70, Oroville, CA 95965
BAMFORD ENTERPRISES INC, BAMFORD TRANSPORT INC, J.W. BAMFORD INC
4288 State Hwy 70, Oroville, CA 95965
Date Filed in Butte County: December 3, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: November 30, 2020
This Business is Conducted by: Corporation
NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2021                                   (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001299

The following persons are doing business as: MADD NATTERS DONUTS     
5913 Clark Road, Suite D, Paradise, CA 95969
Allison Evans, 550 Hildebrand Road, Dairy, OR 97625
Date Filed in Butte County: December 30, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Individual

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2021                                   (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001235

The following persons are doing business as: AFFORDABLE MORTUARY     
2934 Esplande Chico, CA 95973
FPG California Incorporated, 4901 Vineland Road Suite 300 Orlando, FL 32811
Date Filed in Butte County: December 11, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Corporation

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2021-0000024

The following persons are doing business as: BARBER JOHNS     
532 Nord Avenue Chico, CA 95973
Tammie S Barbee and Walter L Barbee, 701 E Lasson Avenue Space 95 Chico, CA 95973
Date Filed in Butte County: January 7, 2021
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: A Married Couple

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001236

The following persons are doing business as: BIDWELL CHAPEL     
341 West 3rd Street Chico, CA 95928
FPG California Incorporated, 4901 Vineland Road Suite 300 Orlando, FL 32811
Date Filed in Butte County: December 11, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Corporation

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001237

The following persons are doing business as: BRUSIE FUNERAL HOME     
626 Broadway Street Chico, CA 95928
FPG California Incorporated, 4901 Vineland Road Suite 300 Orlando, FL 32811
Date Filed in Butte County: December 11, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Corporation

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001233

The following persons are doing business as: CHICO CEMETERY ASSOCIATION     
881 Mangrove Avenue Chico, CA 95926
FPG California Incorporated, 4901 Vineland Road Suite 300 Orlando, FL 32811
Date Filed in Butte County: December 11, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Corporation

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001267

The following persons are doing business as: DUTCH BROS CHICO 1     
480 E Park Avenue, Chico, CA 95928
MAKENA ENDEAVORS LLC, 15 Commerce Court, Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: December 21, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001271

The following persons are doing business as: DUTCH BROS CHICO 2     
1282 Cohasset Road, Chico, CA 95926
COFFEE CANYON LLC, 15 Commerce Court, Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: December 21, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001272

The following persons are doing business as: DUTCH BROS CHICO 3     
1733 Esplanade, Chico, CA 95926
COFFEE CANYON LLC, 15 Commerce Court, Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: December 21, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001273

The following persons are doing business as: DUTCH BROS CHICO 4     
196 Humboldt Avenue, Chico, CA 95928
MAKENA ENDEAVORS LLC, 15 Commerce Court, Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: December 21, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001268

The following persons are doing business as: DUTCH BROS CHICO 5     
13407 Garner Lane, Chico, CA 95973
MAKENA ENDEAVORS LLC, 15 Commerce Court, Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: December 21, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0001234

The following persons are doing business as: GLEN OAKS MEMORIAL PARK     
11115 Midway Chico, CA 95928
FPG California Incorporated, 4901 Vineland Road Suite 300 Orlando, FL 32811
Date Filed in Butte County: December 11, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Corporation

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2021-0000017

The following persons are doing business as: LAGERS TRUCKING     
1380 10th Street, Oroville, CA 95965
Sean Michael Lager, 1380 10th Street, Oroville, CA 95965
Date Filed in Butte County: January 6, 2021
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: 6/27/1981
This Business is Conducted by: Individual

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2021-0000045

The following persons are doing business as: SYCAMORE AND BELLE     
64 Magnesio Street Oroville, CA 95965
Brianna Romo, 64 Magnesio Street Oroville, CA 95965
Date Filed in Butte County: January 11, 2021
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: 1/11/2021
This Business is Conducted by: Individual

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021               (The Gridley Herald)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #20CV02222

1.  Petitioner Rosalie Roberta Leaird filed a petition with this court for a  
decree changing names as follows:
 Present name                                 Proposed name
               Rosalie Roberta Leaird                                            Rosalie Roberta Harland

2.  THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter shall appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described above must file written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for the objection at least two court days before the matter is scheduled 
to be heard and must appear at the hearing March 3, 2021 9:00 a.m.  Department TBA, Superior Court 
of California, County of Butte, North County Courthouse 1775 Concord Avenue Chico, CA 95928
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 2021          (The Gridley Herald)
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By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - For 44 years, the City of Gridley 

has benefited from the service of Frank Hall. From the 

1970’s to the early 90’s, Hall dedicated 22 years to the 

Gridley Police Department, rising through the ranks to 

become Lieutenant. From there he branched into another 

venue of civil service, joining the ranks of the Gridley 

City Council, where he served as a council member for 

an additional 22 years. Within the last month, Hall has 

stepped down from the council to tackle health issues.
As a tribute and expression of gratitude for Hall’s ser-

vice, members of the City Council, City Administration 

and Public Works Department felt it only right to cel-

ebrate his career with a special dedication. During an 

unannounced proclamation at Monday’s City Council 

Meeting, Paul Eckert, City Administrator and Daryle 

Dye, from the Gridley Public Works Department, pre-

sented a custom made street sign featuring the names 

of the two future streets in the FEMA Camp Fire 

Community to Council Members, officially declaring 

one “Hall Rd” in honor of Hall’s service. All city officials 

present expressed their heartfelt thanks and well-wishes 

for Hall, with Mayor Bruce Johnson sharing how Hall 

had inspired his involvement in city government.
Hall, who is currently focusing on his battle with 

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - After 40 years of 
dedicated service, the Gridley com-
munity is losing Dr. Nikon Udom to 
retirement.

Dr. Udom began his career in 
medicine after graduating from 
Chulalongkorn University, one of the 
most prestigious schools in his native 
Thailand. It was there he received 
his MD and graduated with honors, 
6th in his class. In 1973, he moved 
to Chicago, IL, to do his residency 

at Cook County Hospital and later did his fellowship in Endocrinology and Metabolic medicine at the University of Illinois in Chicago.In the year 1979, he set off to sunny California in an attempt to get out of the bitter Chicago cold and found himself in Gridley. 
After trying the town on for size and 
realizing what it had to offer, Dr. 
Udom and his young family decided 
to stay. On January 1st 1980, he offi-
cially took over the practice of Dr. 

Sears establishing his own clinic 
on Spruce Street and beginning what 
would be a 40 year career working 
with Biggs-Gridley Hospital – now 
Orchard Hospital. 

SEE Tribute
PAGE 2
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A Special Tribute

Orchard Medical Specialty Center Staff, Dr. Udom and his family celebrate the 

doctors last day of clinical practice, March 27th. Pictured Front Row (L-R) Lillian 

Udom, Daughter; Stella Ngo, Granddaughter,  Suwanne Udom, Wife; Dr. Udom; 

Evan Ngo, Grandson; Gail Bickford, MSC Staff; Tammy Watson, MSC Staff. Back 

Row (L-R): Misty Schwartz, MSC Staff; Jennifer Ferreira, MSC Staff; Dr. C.J. 

Sheih; Ray Albot, MSC Staff. (R) Dr. Udom pictured outside of the Pacific Motel 

in Gridley, where he stayed when he arrived in Gridley for the first time.

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - After a touching dedication to council member Frank Hall, Gridley City Council addressed auditing services and budgeting issues.The City of Gridley has employed the auditing ser-vices of Mann, Urrutia and Nelson for the last six con-secutive years. Current Finance Director Juan Solis said that it is a good idea for cities to switch audit-ing companies periodically, but recommended that the Council retain the compa-ny’s services for the next two years as his last day holding the position is Friday, April 5th. Council approved the resolution for a two-year extension with Mann, Urrutia and Nelson to ease the transition between Finance Directors and allow the future director time to acclimate to the system of operations.Council then reviewed and adopted budget expen-diture increases that would allocate funds for 2 com-munity service officers and the city’s affiliation with Butte Interagency Narcotics Task Force.Recent weather has put strain on the city’s pump stations - with pumps operating at 100% capac-ity and crews working 72 hours straight - rotating power in order to prevent overload and pump fail-ure. Council authorized additional $80,000 for the purchase of two back up pumps, and also dedi-cated $20,000 more to tree removal services. The current city bud-get is forecasted to come in nearly 2 million dollars under budget for the 2019 year, and the City expects these additional expendi-tures to have little effect on the overall department’s finances.
Closing out the agenda items, Council Members discussed the appointment of a new council mem-ber to fill the vacancy left by Todd Farr. After review of the applicants, a motion to appoint Zach Torres as the city’s newest coun-cil member was passed unanimously by the coun-cil. Torres, who has been actively involved with both the Gridley Chamber of Commerce and Gridley Planning Commission in past years, will be appointed at the next City Council Meeting. H

City of Gridley council member Frank Hall.
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By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - For 44 years, the City of Gridley 

has benefited from the service of Frank Hall. From the 

1970’s to the early 90’s, Hall dedicated 22 years to the 

Gridley Police Department, rising through the ranks to 

become Lieutenant. From there he branched into another 

venue of civil service, joining the ranks of the Gridley 

City Council, where he served as a council member for 

an additional 22 years. Within the last month, Hall has 

stepped down from the council to tackle health issues.
As a tribute and expression of gratitude for Hall’s ser-

vice, members of the City Council, City Administration 

and Public Works Department felt it only right to cel-

ebrate his career with a special dedication. During an 

unannounced proclamation at Monday’s City Council 

Meeting, Paul Eckert, City Administrator and Daryle 

Dye, from the Gridley Public Works Department, pre-

sented a custom made street sign featuring the names 

of the two future streets in the FEMA Camp Fire 

Community to Council Members, officially declaring 

one “Hall Rd” in honor of Hall’s service. All city officials 

present expressed their heartfelt thanks and well-wishes 

for Hall, with Mayor Bruce Johnson sharing how Hall 

had inspired his involvement in city government.
Hall, who is currently focusing on his battle with 

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - After 40 years of 
dedicated service, the Gridley com-
munity is losing Dr. Nikon Udom to 
retirement.

Dr. Udom began his career in 
medicine after graduating from 
Chulalongkorn University, one of the 
most prestigious schools in his native 
Thailand. It was there he received 
his MD and graduated with honors, 
6th in his class. In 1973, he moved 
to Chicago, IL, to do his residency 

at Cook County Hospital and later did his fellowship in Endocrinology and Metabolic medicine at the University of Illinois in Chicago.In the year 1979, he set off to sunny California in an attempt to get out of the bitter Chicago cold and found himself in Gridley. 
After trying the town on for size and 
realizing what it had to offer, Dr. 
Udom and his young family decided 
to stay. On January 1st 1980, he offi-
cially took over the practice of Dr. 

Sears establishing his own clinic 
on Spruce Street and beginning what 
would be a 40 year career working 
with Biggs-Gridley Hospital – now 
Orchard Hospital. 
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A Special Tribute

Orchard Medical Specialty Center Staff, Dr. Udom and his family celebrate the 

doctors last day of clinical practice, March 27th. Pictured Front Row (L-R) Lillian 

Udom, Daughter; Stella Ngo, Granddaughter,  Suwanne Udom, Wife; Dr. Udom; 

Evan Ngo, Grandson; Gail Bickford, MSC Staff; Tammy Watson, MSC Staff. Back 

Row (L-R): Misty Schwartz, MSC Staff; Jennifer Ferreira, MSC Staff; Dr. C.J. 

Sheih; Ray Albot, MSC Staff. (R) Dr. Udom pictured outside of the Pacific Motel 

in Gridley, where he stayed when he arrived in Gridley for the first time.

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) -a touching dedication to council member Frank Hall, Gridley City Council addressed auditing services and budgeting issues.The City of Gridley has employed the auditing services of Mann, Urrutia and Nelson for the last six consecutive years. Current Finance Director Juan Solis said that it is a good idea for cities to switch auditing companies periodically, but recommended that the Council retain the company’s services for the next two years as his last day holding the position is Friday, April 5th. Council approved the resolution for a two-year extension with Mann, Urrutia and Nelson to ease the transition between Finance Directors and allow the future director time to acclimate to the system of operations.Council then reviewed and adopted budget expenditure increases that would allocate funds for 2 community service officers and the city’s affiliation with Butte Interagency Narcotics Task Force.Recent weather has put strain on the city’s pump stations - with pumps operating at 100% capacity and crews working 72 hours straight - rotating power in order to prevent overload and pump failure. Council authorized additional $80,000 for the purchase of two back up pumps, and also dedicated $20,000 more to tree removal services. The current city budget is forecasted to come in nearly 2 million dollars under budget for the 2019 year, and the City expects these additional expenditures to have little effect on the overall department’s finances.
Closing out the agenda items, Council Members discussed the appointment of a new council member to fill the vacancy left by Todd Farr. After review of the applicants, a motion to appoint Zach Torres as the city’s newest council member was passed unanimously by the council. Torres, who has been actively involved with both the Gridley Chamber of Commerce and Gridley Planning Commission in past years, will be appointed at the next City Council Meeting. H

City of Gridley council member Frank Hall.
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Employment Development Department 
Another Name for Titanic Disaster

By Dan Walters 
CALMatters

 
“Rear rang ing  deck 

chairs on the Titanic” is 
an overworked cliché, 
but it certainly applies to 
California’s Employment 
Development Department.

The name itself is a 
farce. There’s no evidence 
that EDD ever devel-
oped any jobs, other than 
employing thousands of 
bureaucrats to pay out 
unemployment insurance 
benefits – and that’s been a 
titanic disaster.

This week, EDD sus-
pended payments to many 
Californians in its latest 
effort to deal with massive 
fraud that erupted when 
Congress pumped many 
billions of dollars into the 
unemployment insurance 
system for workers who 
lost jobs due to COVID-19.

“As part of ongoing 
efforts to fight fraud, EDD 
has suspended payment 
on claims considered high 
risk and is informing those 
affected that their iden-
tity will need to be verified 
starting this week before 
payments can resume,” the 
agency tweeted on Sunday.

The suspensions were 
ordered a few days after 
EDD’s much-criticized 
director, Sharon Hilliard, 
abruptly retired – whether 
voluntarily or otherwise – 
and Gov. Gavin Newsom 
replaced her with veteran 

apparatchik Rita Saenz.
The fraud scandal is 

doubly embarrassing for 
Newsom because the 
agency was already on 
the hot seat for failing to 
deliver timely payments to 
hundreds of thousands of 
legitimate claimants and 
still has a massive backlog 
of unprocessed claims.

The Los Angeles Times, 
in a lengthy examina-
tion of the fraud scandal, 
pointed out that EDD had 
failed to adopt “precau-
tions implemented in other 
states, including using 
sophisticated software 
to identify suspect appli-
cations, keeping Social 
Security numbers out of 
official mail and cross-
checking benefit claims 
against personal data on 
state prison inmates.”

The agency had a con-
tract with a firm, Pondera 
Solutions, that had suc-
cessfully used publicly 
available data to flag poten-
tially fraudulent claims, but 
cancelled it when federal 
funds for the fraud-preven-
tion program expired.

So EDD fell hugely 
behind on legitimate unem-
ployment claims and 
approved billions of dol-
lars in fraudulent claims. 
What else could possibly 
go wrong?

Two years ago, state 
Auditor Elaine Howle 
advised the Legislature that 
EDD was exposing people 
to identity theft by placing 
Social Security numbers on 
mail. The volume of such 
mail has exploded dur-
ing the pandemic but EDD 
ignored the warning and 
“has continued to place 
Californians at risk of iden-
tity theft,” Howle said in a 
recent letter to Newsom.

Finally, the surge of 
unemployment claims has 
created a gigantic debt.

California borrowed 
more than $10 billion 
from the federal govern-
ment to pay benefits during 
the recession that began in 
2007. The feds hiked taxes 
on California employers to 
pay off the debt and by the 
end of 2019, a year of low 
unemployment, the unem-
ployment insurance fund 
had a $3.3 billion balance.

However, during 2020, 
the state paid out more 
than $100 billion in ben-
efits, about a quarter in 
employer-financed regu-
lar benefits and the rest in 
emergency federal aid. The 
state unemployment fund 
was more than $20 bil-
lion in the red at the end of 
2020 and, EDD projects, 
will end 2021 with a neg-
ative balance of nearly $50 
billion.

When state unemploy-
ment funds dry up, benefits 
continue with federal loans 
that states must repay. 
California’s previous $10 
billion debt took years to 
repay, and it now could 
face a $50 billion debt. 
The state may hope for 
loan forgiveness, but if it’s 
not forthcoming, employ-
ers will be saddled with 
new taxes that would make 
recovery from recession 
even more difficult.

If there’s a political price 
to be paid for EDD’s seem-
ingly endless crises, it will 
fall on Newsom, especially 
if a pending recall drive 
places his career on the 
ballot later this year.

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 60 
years, spending all but a few 
of those years working for 
California newspapers. � H


