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Gridley FFAs COVID-19
Plant Sale Tests “Positive !

of the gorgeous plants for sale at last Saturday’s, Gridley FFA COVID Plant Sale. Photo by Seti Long

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - The pandemic
didn’t stop Gridley FFA from hold-
ing their wildly popular plant sale
this last weekend, which was dubbed
the “COVID Sale.”

Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor Matt
Reed says that Gridley High Ag stu-
dents began planting the seedlings
and making cuttings in preparation
for the plant sale in early/mid-Feb-
ruary before the virus shut down
classrooms. High School Junior
Sierra Swinney, Ag T.A. and green-
house employee, has been tending
the plants in the greenhouse for the
last few months. With hundreds of
them ready to find new homes, the
department decided to proceed with
the plant sale as planned.

Measures were taken for shop-
pers’ safety. In-person shoppers
browsed veggies, herbs and flowers
displayed in open-air atop haybales
placed 6-feet apart to promote social
distancing. Reed said that custom-
ers were really mindful, “paying
attention and keeping their equal dis-
tance.” Many took advantage of the
order/pay online option, with sched-
uled pick up times at the greenhouse.
This was the first time online order-
ing has been offered and Reed says
that “It was a huge success. I am lit-
erally so shocked at how much, how
many plants, we sold!”

Over 15 varieties of plants and
vegetables sold out at the Saturday
plant sale. Swinney said, “We had
a lot of plants and they sold out
quickly!” The plan was that any

leftovers from the sale would be
made into hanging baskets for the
FFA Red Suspenders Day sale.
Although RSD has been can-
celled, Gridley FFA plans to prepare
plants for sale that weekend and for
Mother’s Day, including hanging
baskets, color bowls and succulents.

In a Facebook post, the Gridley
FFA thanked the public for the over-
whelming support of their work
saying, “We are beyond amazed with
the amount of positivity we received
for our COVID Plant Sale!” Reed
says, “We’re going to keep working
and keep going to make sure every-
thing gets sold.” Updates will be
posted on the Gridley FFA Facebook
Page and people are urged to take
advantage of online ordering as the
pandemic continues. *

Gridley Lions Home-Made
Masks Give-Away

By Barbara Ott

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - Last
week the CDC suggested
that people throughout the
United States of America
use protective masks when
they go into public places.
As health profession-
als point out these masks
do not protect against full
exposure to the Covid
19 virus. The masks do
keep the tiny droplets
everyone breathes out
from entering the common
air space. The wearing of
masks along with social
distancing has been sited
as successful ways to help
slow down the transmis-
sion of the virus.

Looking forward to the
probable community need
for protective masks, the
Gridley Lions Club is
sponsoring a mask mak-
ing project. Participating
Lions are dusting off their

old sewing skills for this
project of love toward their
community. These home-
made masks are 100%
pre-washed cotton in two
layers. They can be washed
and dried. The masks are
made from donated cotton
fabric in a variety of prints.
Most of the prints are nov-
elty prints so they are bright
and fun. Some will bring a
smile into one’s life. These
prints are being distributed
on a first come first serve
basis, without giving per-
sonal choice for the print.
These home-made-masks
will be made and distrib-
uted throughout Gridley for
free as long as there is fab-
ric to make them.

If you are interested in
having one of these masks
for yourself and your loved
ones please call: 530-680-
5146 and leave a message
with your name and con-
tact number. Someone will

Phato: Gridley Lions Club

call you back to take your
order. If you are not inter-
ested but know others who
would be, please let them
know about this free mask

isa Donati received four masks for herself an her kids.

distribution. Should this
become so popular that the
busy sewing folks become
overwhelmed, be patient
you might have to wait. %

Adventist
Health Launches
Virtual Assistant

and Symptom
Checker

Special Release
by Abbey Clark,
PAN Communications

YUBA/SUTTER COUNTIES,
CA (MPG) - Adventist
Health today announced
its launch of the COVID-
19 Virtual Assistant and
Symptom Checker on the
Adventist Health website,
an easy and accessible way
to check symptoms and
obtain information about
COVID-19 via online
chat.

“During this unprece-
dented time of uncertainty
and constant change,
Adventist Health under-
stands the essential need
and our responsibil-
ity to provide up-to-date
information and support
to the communities we
serve,” said Ramesh
Nathan, Medical Director
of infection prevention
and antimicrobial stew-
ardship with Adventist
Health. “We know patients
find these resources to be
helpful, and this online
tool can provide an even
quicker response to those
seeking information.”

Adventist Health
worked with GYANT, a
digital health company
that specializes in Al vir-
tual assistants for health
systems, to develop
the COVID-19 Virtual
Assistant and Symptom
Checker.

“We developed our
COVID-19 Screener and
Emergency Response
Assistant to help hospi-
tals and health systems
manage the influx of
patient inquiries during
time of uncertainty,” said
Stefan Behrens, CEO,
GYANT. “We’re thrilled
to help Adventist Health
keep their patients better
informed and help prevent
further spread of the virus.
Adventist Health patients
can now receive the most

up-to-date information
they need virtually, with-
out needing to leave their
homes.”

The COVID-19 Virtual
Assistant and Symptom
Checker, developed using
guidelines and proto-
cols from the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the
World Health Organization
(WHO), provides reli-
able, timely information
to patients and commu-
nity members. This free,
easy-to-use tool is accessi-
ble 24/7, offers a symptom
checker as well as pro-
vides options for a virtual
visit and information on
sheltering-in-place.

For additional informa-
tion and resources about
coronavirus, please visit
adventisthealth.org/coro-
navirus-preparedness/. %

www.GridleyHerald.com
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The New Pi-Line

The new Pi-Line
Honoring Publisher
W.D. Burleson

By Josh FW. Cook

City of Gridley City
Council has added this to
their meeting City Council
Meeting Minutes - “Our
purpose is to continuously
enhance our community’s
vitality and overall quality
of life. We are committed
to providing high quality,
cost-effective municipal
services and forming pro-
ductive partnerships with
our residents and regional
organizations. We col-
lectively develop, share,
and are guided by a clear
vision, values, and mean-
ingful objectives.” I must
say that is quite a bit of
prose and a clear challenge
to Live Oak and Biggs to
come up with a more com-
prehensive, inspiring, and
thought-provoking state-
ment for their Meeting
notices. By the way they

April 6 Council meeting
was cancelled. Live Oak
has this on their meeting
Agendas - “The Council
may take up any agenda
item at any time, regardless
of the order listed. Action
may be taken on any item
on this Agenda. Materials
related to an item on this
Agenda submitted to the
Council after distribution
of the agenda packet are
available for public inspec-
tion at City Hall, 9955 Live
Oak Boulevard, Live Oak,
during normal business
hours. Such documents
are also available on the
City of Live Oak’s website
at www.liveoakcity.org,
subject to staff’s availabil-
ity to post the documents
before the meeting.” The
State Constitution allows
for a Poet Laureate; the
California Poet Laureate
is a Governor’s appoin-
tee whose mission is to
advocate the art of poetry
in classrooms and board-
rooms across the State, to
inspire an emerging gener-
ation of literary artists, and
to educate all Californians
about the many poets and
authors who have influ-
enced our great State
through creative literary
expression. Right now,
the Governor has no Poet
Laureate (perhaps he has

had other things going on).
So there you have it, Live
Oak as soon as the Poet
Laureate is nominated and
put in place, invite that
person to spruce up your
minutes and agendas.

*k ok

Springtime is upon us,
and Easter usually marks
the beginning of what feels
like spring. 1 say “feels”
like, because the seasons
to me don’t happen based
on what the calendar says,
the seasons come and go
based on the amount of
warmth during the day
from sunshine. The flowers
are coming out in the sun
is shining more. Easter’s
attachment to the resur-
rection of Christ reminds
us of renewal and start-
ing again. This may be the
most significant Easter ever
as many, many people are
feeling a desire for things
to change. Experience of
the last two months is going
to become a part of his-
tory, a situation that we will
always share when we tell
people about our lives and
the times we lived through.

sk

W.D. Burleson published
the Gridley Herald for 50
years. Josh FW. Cook is a
public administrator and
educator. *

Local Student to Serve as Agriculture
Future of America Ambassador

By Megan Karlin,
Agriculture Future of
America

KANSAS CITY, MO (MPG) -
From Biggs, California,
Claire Sheppard is moti-
vated and determined to
make a positive impact
on the world. As a soph-
omore at Oklahoma State
University studying crop
and soil sciences, she is off
to a good start.

From work experi-
ences to leadership and
volunteer opportunities,
Sheppard pursues expe-
riences that set her apart
from her peers and prepare
her to pursue a career in
agriculture and food. Most
recently, she was selected
as an Agriculture Future of
America Ambassador.

AFA is a leader and pro-
fessional development
organization for collegiate
leaders and young profes-
sionals. Providing leader
development, intern sup-
port and scholarships, AFA
seeks to be a catalyst in
the preparation of a new
generation of agriculture
leaders. Sheppard and her
fellow team members will
interact with agribusiness
leaders, campus faculty
and fellow students as they
represent AFA during their
year of service.

“AFA leader develop-
ment programs provide
students with the oppor-
tunity to learn from peers
and industry profession-
als. I have learned so much
about how the different
sectors of the agriculture
industry correlate and rely
on each other. I have had
great discussions on how
my generation can over-
come many of the issues
agriculture currently
faces,” she said.

Sheppard and the other
24 Ambassadors were
selected through a compet-
itive application process
to increase awareness of
AFA programs on their
campuses and in their
regions. Sheppard says she
is looking forward to her
experiences.

Claire Sheppard, Agriculture Future of America Ambassador.

Photo provided by Claire Sheppard

“l am excited to
serve Oklahoma State
University and Agriculture
Future of America to share
the message of leadership
in agriculture with other
students and to strengthen
my own leadership skills
so I may succeed in my
collegiate and professional
careers,” Sheppard said.

Ambassadors will also
interact with industry
professionals at various
events and meetings on
behalf of AFA. The health
of AFA’s relationship with
a college campus relies
heavily on the work of our
Ambassadors. Sheppard
says she is looking for-
ward to sharing the AFA
experience with other
students.

Sheppard said, “Because
of my involvement with
AFA, 1 have been able to
successfully expand my
agricultural network with
other students from across
this country. Some of my
strongest relationships
have come from network-
ing at AFA events, and I
have enjoyed learning so
much from other young
agriculturalists.”

Sheppard's entrance
into the AFA leader devel-
opment programs began

in 2019 when she was
selected for the AFA
Crop Science Institute.
Since then, she has also
attended AFA Leaders
Conference and the AFA
Food Institute. In addi-
tion to her involvement
with AFA, she has also
been active in other orga-
nizations including Alpha
Omicron Pi- International
Panhellenic Sorority,
Agronomy Club and
College of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural
Resources Ambassador.
AFA builds bridges for
young leaders to foster
engagement and innovation
in food and agriculture.
With program participa-
tion increasing 28% in the
last five years, AFA has
provided 21,000 leader
development experiences
to college leaders and
young professionals from
more than 200 colleges and
universities throughout 43
states since its inception
in 1996. AFA has awarded
more than $10 million in
academic and leader devel-
opment scholarships. For
more information about
AFA, visit www.agfu-
ture.org or contact Megan
Karlin at megan.karlin@
agfuture.org. *
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IRS Issues Warning About
Coronavirus-Related Scams

By David A. Tucker I,
Internal Revenue Service

WASHINGTON D.C. (MPG) - The Internal
Revenue Service urged taxpayers to be on
the lookout for a surge of calls and email
phishing attempts about the Coronavirus, or
COVID-19. These contacts can lead to tax-
related fraud and identity theft.

“We urge people to take extra care during
this period. The IRS isn't going to call you
asking to verify or provide your financial
information so you can get an economic
impact payment or your refund faster,” said
IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig. "That
also applies to surprise emails that appear
to be coming from the IRS. Remember,
don't open them or click on attachments or
links. Go to IRS.gov for the most up-to-date
information."

Taxpayers should watch not only for
emails but text messages, websites and
social media attempts that request money or
personal information.

“History has shown that criminals take
every opportunity to perpetrate a fraud on
unsuspecting victims, especially when a
group of people is vulnerable or in a state
of need,” said IRS Criminal Investigation
Chief Don Fort. “While you are waiting
to hear about your economic impact pay-
ment, criminals are working hard to trick
you into getting their hands on it. The IRS
Criminal Investigation Division is working
hard to find these scammers and shut them
down, but in the meantime, we ask people
to remain vigilant.”

Don’t Fall Prey to Coronavirus Tricks;
Retirees Among Potential Targets

The IRS and its Criminal Investigation
Division have seen a wave of new and
evolving phishing schemes against tax-
payers. In most cases, the IRS will deposit
economic impact payments into the direct
deposit account taxpayers previously pro-
vided on tax returns. Those taxpayers who
have previously filed but not provided
direct deposit information to the IRS will be
able to provide their banking information
online to a newly designed secure portal on
IRS.gov in mid-April. If the IRS does not
have a taxpayer’s direct deposit informa-
tion, a check will be mailed to the address
on file. Taxpayers should not provide their
direct deposit or other banking information
for others to input on their behalf into the

secure portal.

The IRS also reminds retirees who
don’t normally have a requirement to file
a tax return that no action on their part is
needed to receive their $1,200 economic
impact payment. Seniors should be espe-
cially careful during this period. The IRS
reminds retirees — including recipients of
Forms SSA-1099 and RRB-1099 — that no
one from the agency will be reaching out
to them by phone, email, mail or in person
asking for any kind of information to com-
plete their economic impact payment, also
sometimes referred to as rebates or stimulus
payments. The IRS is sending these $1,200
payments automatically to retirees — no
additional action or information is needed
on their part to receive this.

The IRS reminds taxpayers that scam-
mers may: Emphasize the words “Stimulus
Check” or “Stimulus Payment.” The official
term is economic impact payment; Ask the
taxpayer to sign over their economic impact
payment check to them; Ask by phone,
email, text or social media for verification
of personal and/or banking information
saying that the information is needed to
receive or speed up their economic impact
payment; Suggest that they can get a tax
refund or economic impact payment faster
by working on the taxpayer’s behalf. This
scam could be conducted by social media or
even in person; Mail the taxpayer a bogus
check, perhaps in an odd amount, then
tell the taxpayer to call a number or verify
information online in order to cash it.

Reporting Coronavirus - Related or
Other Phishing Attempts

Those who receive unsolicited emails,
text messages or social media attempts to
gather information that appear to be from
either the IRS or an organization closely
linked to the IRS, such as the Electronic
Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS),
should forward it to phishing@irs.gov.

Taxpayers are encouraged not to engage
potential scammers online or on the phone.
Learn more about reporting suspected
scams by going to the Report Phishing and
Online Scams page on IRS.gov.

Official IRS information about the
COVID-19 pandemic and economic impact
payments can be found on the Coronavirus
Tax Relief page on IRS.gov. The page is
updated quickly when new information is
available. *

MEMORIAL NOTICE

Dustin Ray Womack, 31,
of Gridley, CA sadly passed
away on Sunday, April 5, 2020, |*
due to a car accident. He was |
known for his loving heart,
loud laughs and his bubbly [+
personality. Dustin was a strong ==
man, very willed in every way
he went, his strong intelligent
mind always made him clear
a new path in life. He enjoyed
watching football; his favorite
team was the 49ers. He also

=] Patricia Riddles, his grandfather
.| William Riddles, his Uncle
William (Billy) Riddles, and
| his Aunt Evon McCutcheon, as
well as his beloved dog Benny
4 who was also in the accident on
*] Sunday.
In addition to his parents,
§ he is survived by his stepfather
1 Alfredo Sierra, his 5 sisters;
Andrena Byers, Odessa
Charboneau, both of Gridley,
Adrienne Owen, Kimberly

really loved animals, especially
his dog Benny, and being an
uncle to his 2 nieces and 5 nephews with one on
the way.

Dustin was born in Oroville; he was the son
of Wendy Lee Sierra (Riddles) and Billy Ray
Womack of Gridley. Dustin graduated Esperanza
High, and earned his AA in GE. Dustin worked in
the construction industry, specializing in fencing.

He was preceded in death by his grandmother

Johnson, both Biggs, and
Marissa Womack of Idaho, 2
brother-in-laws; Clint Owen of Biggs, and Ray
Pineda of Gridley, and his 2 cousins Danyell
McCutcheon and Colton Guevara.

A visitation was held on Wednesday April 15,
2020 at Gridley-Block Funeral Chapel for a limited
number of people. Private funeral services were
held at Gridley Biggs Cemetery. Arrangements
entrusted to Gridley-Block Funeral Chapel.

Kid'S Ca

NOW ENROLLING

Preschool & After School

Half & Full Day Programs
Come in and see us anytime no appointment required!

transportation to and from

CALL NOW 846-9901

585 Magnolia Street * Gridley

www.kidscastlegridley.com
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We provide walking

McKinley Elementary
and Wilson School.
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Butte County Shenff's Office Announces
Arrests Related to Paving Scam

Califormia State Parks Closes
Additional Beaches and Parks

Butte County Sheriff's
Office

OROVILLE, CA (MPG) - Over
the past several days the
Butte County Sheriff’s
Office has received multi-
ple reports from residents
about a driveway repav-
ing scam. After reviewing
reports and contacting
victims, detectives deter-
mined a paving crew was
presenting themselves as
employees of A-1 Asphalt
Company. The crew would
approach mainly senior cit-
izens at their homes. The
crew told victims they had
hot asphalt left over from
a previous job and could
repave their driveways
for free or at a discounted
price. In multiple incidents,
the crew gave the vic-
tims one price, started the
work and then demanded
additional money from
the victims far exceeding
the original price quote.
All of the work performed
was sub-par and will need
to be redone. Detectives
determined the crew
responsible for the scam
had performed paving
work in Chico, Magalia,
and Oroville.

On the morning of April
2, deputies and detec-
tives determined the crew
responsible for the scam
was possibly staying in a
motel room in Oroville.
Detectives authored a
search warrant for the
motel room affiliated with
the crew and conducted
surveillance of the motel.
Around 2:00 PM detec-
tives witnessed three

individuals enter the sus-
pect’s motel room. The
individuals appeared to be
removing items from the
motel room. Detectives
detained the individuals
and served a search war-
rant at the motel room.
During the service of the
search warrant detectives
located over $100,000 in
cash, two trailers with pav-
ing equipment in the motel
parking lot, and evidence
to support the three indi-
viduals were involved in
the aforementioned paving
scam.

Detectives identified
one of the individuals as
Patrick Connors of the
United Kingdom, age 18.
The two other individu-
als accompanying Connors
were 17 year-old juve-
niles, also from the United
Kingdom. Detectives
determined Connors and
the two juveniles had trav-
eled to the Butte County
area for the purpose of
participating in the afore-
mentioned paving scam.
Connors and the two juve-
niles were attempting
to remove the $100,000
from their motel room
when they were contacted
by law enforcement. The
$100,000 is believed to be
proceeds from the afore-
mentioned paving scam.

Detectives arrested
Connors for conspiracy
to commit grand theft and
elder abuse, for contract-
ing without a license, and
for contributing to the
delinquency of a minor.
One of the juveniles was
arrested for grand theft,

elder abuse, conspiracy,
and contracting without a
license. The other juvenile
was arrested for conspiracy
to commit grand theft and
elder abuse, and for con-
tracting without a license.
Detectives determined the
crew was performing the
aforementioned paving
scam at multiple locations
in California to include in
the Sacramento region.
Detectives also located
evidence the crew had
been in the Redding area.
Based on past expe-
rience, detectives know
these types of scams are
typically committed by
transient or unlicensed
companies that offer drive-
way repaving services. The
subjects will contact res-
idents, while specifically
targeting seniors, and offer
to repave their driveway
for free or at a discounted
rate through a verbal esti-
mate. After completing a
sub-par job, payment is
demanded that typically far
exceeds the original verbal
estimate. BCSO encour-
ages all residents to check
the validity of contractors
on the Contractors’ State
Licensing Board website
at www.cslb.ca.gov, prior
to having any work per-
formed by a contractor.
This investigation is
ongoing and additional
arrests are anticipated.
The Sherift’s Office is ask-
ing anyone with additional
information to contact
Sergeant Pat McNelis,
Detective Jake Smith, or
Detective Joe Hooks at
530-538-7671. *

E Thank A Veteran Today ﬁ

Select planting
compost and mixes
on sale starting as

"+ $299

A
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530.846.3625

Sale now til April 30, 202[]

1626 Hwy. 99 « Gridley, CA 95948
Mon-Sat 7am-7pm ¢ Sun 8am-5pm

Everything You Need to Get
Your Garden Growing!

LB

Tomato Plants
starting at

Plant Food - 1.5 Ib.

just $599

Hardware

North Valley Community Foundation

THANK YOU

We've completed the expansion to
the Manuel Vierra Park in Gridley!

A sincere thank you to our sponsors of this important project to help us
to combat one of the lesser-known impacts of the Camp Fire.

Aaron Rogers Nor-Cal Fire Relief Fund Orchard Hospital
Gridley Lions Club Rotary of Gridley
Butte Auto Parts Focus Group of Gridley
Golden West Farms Waste Management
Gridley Taco Bell 09

Joseph and Margaret Hughes

Gridley Recreation Center

(530) 846-3264 tleishman@gridiey.caus

For more information:

California State Parks
Press Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- With Governor Gavin
Newsom’s stay-at home
order and the critical need
to help prevent the spread
of COVID-19, California
State Parks announced addi-
tional temporary full closures
of parks. Effective at sun-
set on April 3, in San Diego
County, Torrey Pines State
Natural Reserve and the fol-
lowing state beaches are
closed until further notice:
Cardiff, Carlsbad, San Elijo,
Silver Strand, South Carlsbad
and Torrey Pines. In Los
Angeles County, the popular
Antelope Valley California
Poppy Reserve State Natural
Reserve (SNR) is also closed.
A list of the closures can be
found online at parks.ca.gov/
FlattenTheCurve. The list is
dynamic and is updated as
needed.

To date, State Parks has
temporarily closed some
parks fully, meaning all
vehicular access, trails and
restrooms within these parks
are closed. It also has closed
vehicular access at all parks,
including for off-highway
vehicles and recreational
boats; closed all camp-
grounds, museums and
visitor centers; and cancelled
all events. Some parks with
vehicular closures remain
open for locals provided they
practice safe, physical dis-
tancing of 6 feet or more and
are visiting parks near their
primary residences.

Visitor guidelines

Many state parks con-
tinue to experience visitation
surges that make it impossible
for the public to implement
safe, physical distancing. The
State of California under-
stands the public’s need to

connect with the outdoors,
but activities requiring
travel by vehicle to destina-
tion parks or beaches are not
appropriate at this time.

The public is reminded
to adhere to the following
guidance:

Stay home if you are sick;
Stay close to home when you
get outdoors. This is not the
time for a road trip to a desti-
nation park or beach; Venture
out only with people in your
immediate household; Walk
around the neighborhood and
enjoy neighborhood parks;
Always maintain a physi-
cal distance of 6 feet or more
when recreating in the out-
doors. If you cannot maintain
physical distancing, leave the
park; Do not congregate in
parks.

State Parks will continue to
monitor visitation and phys-
ical distancing at all state
park units and if the safety
measures implemented thus
far are not sufficient to pro-
tect public health, additional
measures may be taken to
fully close more state parks.
All Californians have the
responsibility to “Flatten the
COVID-19 Curve at Parks.”

Virtual visits and
distance learning

Instead of taking road trips
to state parks during the stay
at home order, State Parks
invites the public to explore
the nation’s largest State Park
System virtually. Many state
parks are offering live feeds
across their social media plat-
forms, and state parks can
also be explored online via
Google Street View Treks.
For those wishing to view the
poppy blooms and other wild-
flowers in bloom right now at
Antelope Valley California
Poppy Reserve SNR, they
can view them via a Poppy
Cam, which livestreams the

current bloom conditions.
The park is also showcasing
the blooms via 360-degree
views and upcoming live
feeds on the park’s Facebook
platform.

Additionally, the award-
winning Parks Online
Resources for Teachers and
Students (PORTS) Distance
Learning Program is offering
free home learning programs
for families. Programs are
now available between 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. PDT, Monday
through Friday. Each hour
focuses on a specific range
of grade levels where inter-
preters will read books and
tell stories about their parks,
tour iconic museums includ-
ing Hearst Castle and explore
majestic redwood forests and
marine protected areas.

Families can register for
the home learning programs
by visiting the new PORTS
website www.ports-ca.us.
Currently, space is limited
to 500 families per program,
but thanks to an established
partnership with Zoom Video
Communications, PORTS
will be increasing the spaces
available for these webinars
in the coming weeks to meet
the growing demand.

In addition to the free
home learning program, the
new PORTS website also
offers 360-degree virtual
tours of various state parks,
online teaching tools and
links to popular State Parks
YouTube channels and previ-
ous broadcasts. The website
is updated frequently with
new material and will con-
tinue to evolve as State Parks
creates online content for
families and teachers.

Visit www.parks.ca.gov/
newsroom for the most up-to-
date information on how the
department is responding to
the COVID-19 pandemic. *
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Proudly Located in Gridley for Over 50 Years!

Gridley Country Ford
99 E. and Spruce Street - Gridley
(530)846-4724 Toll Free: 1-800-660-4724
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Responsibilities
Come First

Dear Dave,

My husband runs a
small business that has
never done very well.
We have three kids, and
I make $55,000 annually
in my job. Part of what I
make has been going into
the business for over a
year to help keep it afloat,
and we don’t have a lot of
money in savings. What
do you think we should
do?

— Stephanie

Dear Stephanie,

If you’re putting other
money into a business
account, that’s a pretty
good sign you’re not mak-
ing money in the business.
You and your husband
need to sit down together,
and do a household bud-
get and a profit and loss
statement on the business.
You’ve got to get on the
same page financially.

Put all his business
expenses on the profit
and loss statement in
detail, and write out
what it would take for
him to break even each
month. But honestly,

Dave Ramsey Says

with everything that’s
been going on with your
finances, if he’s not at
least breaking even at this
point, then it’s time for
him to do something else
for a living full-time.

I’m an entrepreneur
and business owner. Trust
me, I totally understand
the allure and excitement
that goes with running
your own business. But
your own household
and its immediate finan-
cial responsibilities come
first. The only money that
should go into the busi-
ness account is income the
business creates.

—Dave
No Free Passes

Dear Dave,

I own a small business,
and recently a relative
asked for a job with the
company. I hate to say
this, but I’ve got reser-
vations about hiring her.
She’s basically a good
kid, but not the most reli-
able person in the world.
Do you have any advice
on how to handle a situa-
tion like this?

—Bill
Dear Bill,

As an entrepreneur, you
have the right and respon-
sibility to do what’s best
for your company. That
means you shouldn’t hire
anyone who isn’t a good

fit — even a relative.

If a relative is qualified,
and the kind of person
who understands they’ll
have to bring it every sin-
gle day, performing at a
level equal to or above
your other team mem-
bers, that can be a special
and rewarding thing. But
if that relative is the kind
of person who expects
special treatment or is a
problem child, that kind
of situation can be a
nightmare for you, your
company, and the whole
family.

Would you hire this
person because they’d
make a good team mem-
ber? Would you hire this
person if they weren’t
part of the family? If the
answer to either of these
questions is no, don’t hire
them. It’s as simple as
that.

The bottom line is you
have to do what’s best for
your business, your imme-
diate family, and your
team.

Dave Ramsey is CEO of
Ramsey Solutions. He has
authored seven best-sell-
ing books, including The
Total Money Makeover.
The Dave Ramsey Show
is heard by more than
14 million listeners each
week on 600 radio sta-
tions and multiple digital
platforms. Follow Dave
on the web at daveramsey.
com and on Twitter at @
DaveRamsey. *

Thoughts to Ponder

The

United
Methodist
Church

Well 2020 started out as
historic. A new day, a new
year, and a new decade.
Then in March along
came a “doozie”. A new
moon, a Friday the 13th,
and a worldwide crisis,
the Corona 19 virus. What
NEXT?

Some of us elderly were
asked to be confined to
our home, then everyone
was asked. Ok not so bad!
Many have lost their jobs
or businesses as things are
ordered closed until fur-
ther notice. That’s tough!
Children are out of school
and parents are learn-
ing how they act and how
tough it is for teachers in
school. Wow, eye opening!

I saw a Facebook post
the other day that said,
“Maybe God got tired of
us and our antics and sent
us to our rooms.” Ha!
Yep! Maybe, He did just

by Kathy Neal

like He sent the exiles of
Egypt into the wilderness
or forty years. Out of that
wandering came God’s
commandments, the cre-
ation of the Tabernacle, and
the institution of Passover
(communion).

Here at this Easter time
our lives have been turned
upside down. We’ve had
to rearrange our normal
activities to fit into the
situations we now face.
Churches are asked to
close and go to live online
services to safeguard mem-
bers and the people of the
community. But a strange
thing has occurred — more
people are watching than
were attending. They
are learning about Jesus,
and the meaning of Lent
and Easter. Now that is a
miracle!!

Praise God, new ave-
nues have opened to show
us that God is still in con-
trol. Faith! Hope! Love!
Passion! They all describe
a loving, living, Father and
Savior for a fallen world.

Look how people are
going out of their way to

help others who need food
delivered, ride to doc-
tor’s appointments, or even
help finding toilet paper.
Anything to help. People
actually singing and play-
ing music across city roof
tops, others yelling, and
clapping to honor the med-
ical staffs risking their lives
to help us all. Families are
playing games, creating art,
and eating together again.
Even pets are getting more
attention, even if they don’t
always want it. Maybe God
is sending a message how
we are one people that can
help each other.

Maybe God did need to
send us to our rooms for
a time out. That’s what
parents do to misbehav-
ing children — and we are
God’s children.

Happy Easter season!
God loves you and so do
we. Join us this Sunday in
spirit as we will not be in
our church building in fol-
lowing Jesus’ example and
pray for those in need of
comfort. God will give us
the strength to get through
this. *

Social Security Matters

Why Are our Medicare
Premiums Different?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: What is the
Medicare monthly payment
based on? I pay $139.60,
my husband pays $144.60,
a friend pays $136.60. I
receive $388 per month in
Social Security, my hus-
band receives $1200, and
my friend receives $1000
per month. There seems to
be no rhyme or reason for
the amount we pay. Signed:
Curious to Know

Dear Curious: It may not
seem so, but there is actu-
ally “rhyme or reason” to
the amount of everyone’s
Medicare premium. I’ll try to
explain.

Each year Medicare deter-
mines a standard premium
amount for Part B — coverage
for doctors and other outpa-
tient services. For 2020, the
standard premium is $144.60;
last year it was $135.50.
Higher earners may even
pay more, as a supplemental
amount is added to the base
Part B premium if someone’s
income exceeds certain high
clip levels set by Medicare.
In short, those with high
income pay a higher (than
standard) Medicare premium.
The rest of us pay the base
$144.60 amount, unless the
“hold harmless” provision is
in play.

The “hold harmless” pro-
vision is a law passed by
Congress to prevent Social
Security benefit payments
from decreasing as a result of
an increase in the Medicare
premium (most Medicare
premiums are deducted
from Social Security bene-
fit payments). The disparity
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in premiums you refer to
results from the hold harm-
less provision, which also
permits all or part of a Social
Security cost of living adjust-
ment (COLA) to be applied
to your Medicare premium
increase, instead of going to
you. Here’s what can happen:

If the Medicare premium
goes up in any year, some
(or all) of your annual Social
Security COLA increase
can be used to pay for your
monthly Medicare premium
increase. But, if the COLA
increase to your SS bene-
fit isn’t big enough to cover
the entire Medicare premium
increase, your net SS ben-
efit stays the same and your
Medicare premium amount
becomes whatever level
your COLA increase brings
it to (up to the base premium
for that year). That means
that your Medicare pre-
mium could be lower than
the standard Medicare Part B
premium for the year.

Since the dollar value
of a COLA increase varies
according to the size of your
Social Security benefit, those
with a higher benefit may
receive a COLA increase
which more than covers the
Medicare premium increase
and the remainder is given
as additional SS benefit. But
those with a lower SS bene-
fit will get a smaller COLA,
which may not be enough
to cover the increase in the
Medicare premium. In that
event, the Social Security
benefit stays the same and
the COLA is used to bring
the Medicare premium up
to, or closer to, the base pre-
mium amount. If the COLA
doesn’t cover the entire
Medicare premium increase,
the premium stays at a lower-
than-base number. And this

recurs every year, which
results in many people, espe-
cially those with a smaller
SS benefit amount, paying a
different (smaller than base)
Medicare premium amount.

Here’s an example: If
your husband’s SS bene-
fit is $1200/month, he got a
$19.20 COLA increase for
2020 (1.6%). The Medicare
premium for 2020 went up
by $9.10, which was taken
from his COLA increase.
The remaining $10.10 of his
COLA increase was added to
his SS benefit amount.

If your benefit is $388
your COLA increase was
$6.20 (1.6%). That $6.20
COLA wasn’t enough to
cover the $9.10 Medicare
premium increase, but it
was applied to your previous
Medicare premium amount
to bring you to a Medicare
premium of $139.60. Your
net SS payment stayed the
same because your current
SS benefit cannot be used to
pay for the rest of the pre-
mium increase. But $5 of
any COLA increase you get
next year will go toward
bringing you up to the base
Medicare premium amount.
While this may not fit your
idea of “rhyme or reason” it
is, nevertheless, based upon a
well-intentioned “hold harm-
less” rule which protects
your Social Security benefit
from decreasing.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation's
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental
entity. To submit a question,
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@,
amacfoundation.org. *

How to Renew Your CCW During the Pandemic

By Seti Long

if their permits are set to expire in the next

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - During this COVID-
19 pandemic, many citizens have found that
regular protocols have changed, especially
when it comes to local, county and state per-
mits. Sutter County Sheriff, Brandon Barnes,
has addressed some of the public’s concerns
when it comes to concealed carry permits.
According to Sheriff Barnes, Governor
Newsom’s “shelter at home™ order does not
contain any provisions regarding concealed
carry permits for CCW holders. At this time,
CCW holders should not expect any restric-
tions to their permits but will still be required
to complete the necessary renewal course

weeks or months.

In a press release, Sheriff Barnes says that,
“We have reached out to the CCW instruc-
tors in our area and many continue to hold
classes while complying with social distanc-
ing requirements.
completed through the www.suttersheriff.org
website. Registrations and associated fees
will be handled online through Permitium
and all “in office” visits will be by appoint-
ment only as of March 26, 2020.
continue to strive to provide the best service
possible during this public health crisis,”
says Sheriff Barnes.

Source: Sutter County Sheriff’s Office %
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Renewals can also be
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BUSINESS AND SERVICE DIRECTORY

(530) 370-7587
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INSURED & BONDED
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Lic. 1056078

Mel Dewsnup
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285 Sheldon Avenue
Gridley, CA 95948
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Interior Installation Services

Flooring Sales, Installation and Carpet Cleaning
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The White House, Washington D.C. 20500
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U.S. Senate - Kamala Harris
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and 2nd St., N.E. Washington D.C. 20510

(202) 224-3553

U.S. Senate - Dianne Feinstein
Hart Senate Bld., Ste. 331, Constitution Ave.

and 2nd St., N.E. Washington D.C. 20510
(202) 224-3841

Governor of California - Gavin Newsom
California State Capitol, Suite 1173, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-2841

District 1 Representative - Doug LaMalfa

506 Cannon House Office Building

U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-3076

District 3 California Assemblyman - James Gallagher

2060 Talbert Drive, Suite 110, Chico, CA 95928

(530) 895-4217

District 4 California Senate - Jim Nielsen

State Capitol, Room 3070, Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 651-4004

(530) 534-7100

1453 Downer Street, Suite A, Oroville, CA 96965
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WEEKLY COMICS

The Spats

Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

by Jeff Pickering

GEEZ, | FEEL
SO CHEAP.

Out on a Limb

PEANY FOR YOUR
THougHrs, Poo BEAF
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FEVER:
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Just Like Cats & Dogs
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AL RIGHTT ) | WARM,THE STEAK WaS

R TOUGH, TASTELESS
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WHERES gy (OFFEET

by Dave T. Phipps

HOCUS-FOCUS HENRY BOLTINOFF

“...And anather thing—she's never ready on time.”

“How we conduct the people’s business is
none of the people’s business!”
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢ NAME THE ANIMAL

CLUES : 0 ord 0 0 0 age o

ACROSS
1. Spoil 13 [ 15
6. Delivery service
9. Gallup’s inquiry
13. Madison Square Garden,

e.g.
14. One of the Tudors
15. Pinkerton’s gallery
member

16. Beneath, to a poet
17. Bird-to-be

18. Not slouching

19. *Koko or Digit

21. *George or Marcel
23. Langley agency

24, Can of worms

25. Pine juice

28. Up to the task

30. Most recent

35. Furnace output

37. Gives a helping hand
39. Veranda in Honolulu
40. *European sea eagle
41, Waterwheel

43. Ladder crosspiece
44, *Valued for its down
46. Steelers's Chuck

47. Genealogical plant?
48. Treat for Dumbo

50. Hoofbeat sound

52.“To____ishuman”
53. Jim Carrey's 1994
disguise

55. Garden cultivator
57. *Roger or Peter

60. *Rocket or Rascal
64. “Random” audience

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE 51,500

member
65. Mozarts “L___ del + Backed by American Standard's 140 years of
Cairo rIpErieace

v UMira |ow entry for ezey enlering & exiting
v Palanted Ouick Drain® Technology

67. Resin-producing tree
68. Like haunted house

69. Time delay # Lifelime Warranty aa the bath AND installation,
70. City in Germany INCLUMDING Isber hacked by American Siandad
. Not a bee ' 44 Hydrotherapy jets lor an invipeeating massage

Limited Time OSer! Call Today!

s 866-612-7490

O it wanw walkintubinds comyigm L -

72. Pilot's deadline
73. Not those

DOWN
1. Pirates on a plank?

£ SuatePoint Media

2. Black and white treat
3. *Papa or Mama

51. Place for a square

54, Furry scarf VALK BATHTUB SALE: S5 §1,500

4. Clown act 56. What's in your e-wallet? - T
5. Perennial garden flower 57. Actress Perlman ‘ B ity vy et iy
6. Iris holder 58. Runs, as on TV # P e b

1. *Babe or Wilbur

8. Fraternity letter

9. Politician’s barrelful

10. Curved molding

11. Famous Australopithecus g
12."____ the wild rumpus begin!”

15. Hertz offering 2 8
20. Labanotation founder

22. Doesn't mix well with water EII g 3
24. Wilma and Fred's hometown
25, *Dolly 513 4
26. Eagle’s nest
27. *Giant or Red 716 911
29. *Simba or Elsa
31. Queen of Hearts' pastry g 2 5
32. Accustom
33. Not so crazy a8 B2
34. *Detroit mascot
36. Not quite an adult

38. Perfect houseplant spot 4 B B
42. Luau greeting

45, S.E. Hinton's “____ Fish” B 1 ?
49, Chi precursor

59. Radar flash
60. Indian music
61. Yorkshire river
62. Lode deposits
63. Supreme Court number 5
64. Make a seam

66. *Tom or Sylvester

w o

TN
Fill i the Blank squares by M grid, making sur dhaf svary
Fow, column and Jby-J box includes 81 digits 1 through 5.

For Solutions See Page 6

From Service to Sales
Koady Terry was born and
raised in Biggs and Gridley. He
returned home after serving our
country for 8 Years in the U.S. Army. Koady has
worked in our Service Department for 2 years
before moving to sales.

See Koady for your next vehicle! ,cf"—’ %
a?;‘- oY —
Frat

(530)846-4724
99E & Spruce Street ¢ Gridley

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

p Jobs@mpgs.com
ME Call us today at 916-773-1111
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Gridley Thumbs and Roots

By Barbara Ott

With so much unknown
on the horizon I find sol-
ace in the garden. There is
a steadiness to the move-
ment of the air, the growth
of the plants and the slim-
ing of the snails. Going
outside in the shining sun
or the dripping rain allows
one to exhale and soak up
beauty and serenity. Seeing
the daily changes is a good

meditation and obser-
vation of both the small
and large themes of one’s
life. Looking for ways to
overcome fear, ways that
lead into learning, ways
that develop growth dur-
ing a time of isolation and
concern for oneself and
for others is encouraged
when that mandarin tree
is loaded with future fruit
in the form of tiny white
buds. It is expanded when
the dwarf peach tree flames
forth with red leaves, when
the tiny wheat crop from
the bird feeder is ready to
harvest. The birds are busy,
their

flight alone is uplift-
ing both figuratively and
literally. The mocking-
bird working at finding
a place to build its nest
reminds one that there is a
future and it is right now.

I keep wondering what
other things I’d talk about
at this season of the year.
Blooming, fruiting, snails,
aphids, fresh food from the
garden they are all right
there to be observed and
to steady one’s mind and
heart.

Finding new ways to
perform community ser-
vice in a time of social
distancing is much like
gardening, there are
ways to go ahead steadily
and adapt. Joining the
mask production line, if
you know how to sew
is rewarding. Easter has
passed but the Easter Egg
Hunt for a wide variety
of creative Easter eggs, in
windows for the children
to find as they went around
town was gratifying. Find
your solace where you are
planted. *

Slim Randles’ nome country

Why they Call it May Day?

As the recessional
played, and Reverend Jeff
opened the church doors
before shaking hands with
his parishioners, he was
surprised to discover he
wasn’t the first one there.

“Mornin’ Rev!”

“Uh, good morning ...
Alphonse.”

Yes, it was Alphonse
“Windy” Wilson, his
boots cleaned and a bull-
dogger Western tie on his
pearl-snap shirt, grinning
broadly.

He stood next to the min-
ister as the parishioners

came past, one by one and
shook Jeff’s hand. Then
they shook Windy’s hand
... because there it was,
outstretched and ready for
a shake.

“Bless you,” Windy said.
“And a happy May Day!”

“Thank you, Windy,”
said Mavis.

“And ... you know why
they call it May Day ...?7

But Mavis was already
gone and Windy was
already through three more
handshakes. These folks
were in a hurry.

“Yo Doc ... you know
why they call it May Day?”

But Doc and Mrs. Doc
were already halfway to
their car.

“I don’t know about
you, Rev,” he whispered,
“but these folks are sure
in a hurry. Fills me with a

consternation at their respi-
rational souls.”

Reverend Jeff just nod-
ded and kept shaking
hands. Then they were
gone, and it was just Jeff
and Windy at the top of the
steps.

“They sure move on out,
don’t they? Beats me how
you can corral ‘em long
enough to sermonize ‘em.”

“That’s easy, Windy,”
Jeff said. “I shut the door.”

“Have to try that ... one
of these days.”

“So tell me,” said the
smiling minister, “why do
they call it May Day?”

“Ah shoot! They got
me so flustercated I plumb
forgot.”

Brought to you by
Dogsled, A True Tale of
the North, available now
at amazon.com *

Thank A Veteran Today

Dear Dietitian

Age-Related Macular Degeneration

Commentary by Leanne McCrate

Dear Dietitian,

My mother, who is 73 years-old, was just
diagnosed with macular degeneration. I have
read that nutrition is a part of the treatment for
this condition. Can you explain?

Susan
Dear Susan,

Thanks to a lot of research, there are much
better ways of treating age-related macular
degeneration (AMD) today than there were
twenty years ago. Currently, there are about
eleven million Americans who suffer from
AMD, and that number is expected to double
to 22 million by the year 2050 (1). Treatment
may include surgery, nutrition, and medicine.

The macula is the central part of the retina
in your eye. It allows us 20/20 vision and the
ability to see color. As AMD progresses, the
macula breaks down, and if left untreated, will
lead to blindness. Blurred vision is a symptom
of macular degeneration. Be sure to schedule
an annual exam with an eye doctor to be sure
your eyes are healthy.

The top 5 risk factors for AMD include (2):
* Age- AMD occurs more in people over the

age of 60 years.

* Smoking

* Family history of AMD

* Obesity- Body Mass Index (BMI) of 30 or
higher.

+ High blood pressure

While there are some studies that suggest
the consumption of leafy green vegetables and
fatty fish may help prevent the disease, the
strongest research has been performed on those
who have already developed AMD.

The Age-Related Eye Disease Studies
(AREDS) and AREDS?2 evaluated the effects of
high doses of certain nutrients on the progres-
sion of AMD. AREDS2 modified the supplement
derived from the first study and came up with
the following: 500 mg vitamin C, 400 IU vita-
min E, 80 mg zinc, 2 mg copper, 10 mg lutein,
and 2 mg zeaxanthin. This combination was

found to reduce the risk of advanced AMD and
its associated vision loss (3).

While many of these nutrients can be
obtained in your diet, it would be virtually
impossible to consume the amount needed
every day in order to treat macular degenera-
tion. Talk to your doctor and follow his or her
instructions.

The following nutrients, along with the
foods where they can be found, may help fight
AMD:

* Vitamin C - citrus fruits, such as oranges,
grapefruit, clementines, lemons, and
strawberries.

* Vitamin E - sunflower seeds, almonds, pea-
nuts, and some oils

* Zinc is a mineral found in oysters, beef, for-
tified cereal, Alaska King crab

+ Copper is a trace element found in shellfish,
nuts, seeds, wheat bran cereal, and choco-
late. Yes, chocolate!!

+ Lutein and zeaxanthin are antioxidants that
function to protect the eye from damaging
sunlight. They are plentiful in leafy green
vegetables, such as kale, spinach, and turnip
greens. Higher amounts are obtained in their
cooked form simply because these vegeta-
bles cook down, and there is more food in
one cup of cooked spinach versus one cup
raw. Cooking also makes it easier for the
body to absorb these nutrients. One more
very important reason to eat your veggies!

Until next time, be healthy!
Dear Dietitian
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Disclaimer: This column is intended for educa-
tional purposes only is not to be used as asubstitution

for medical care. Talk to an eye doctor if you think
you may have macular degeneration.

Leanne McCrate, RDN, LD, CNSC, is an
award-winning dietitian based in Missouri.
Her mission is to educate consumers on sound,
scientifically-based nutrition. Do you have a
nutrition question? Email her today at dear-
dietitian411(@gmail.com. Dear Dietitian does
not endorse any products, health programs, or

diet plans. *
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Fire Extinguishers

A portable fire extinguisher can save lives and property by putting out
a small fire or containing it until the fire department arrives; but portable
extinguishers have limitations. Because fire grows and spreads so rapidly,
the #1 priority for residents is to get out safely.

Fire extinguishers are one element of a fire response plan, but the primary element is safe
escape. Every household should have a home fire escape plan and working smoke alarms.

SAFETY TIPS

+ Use a portable fire extinguisher when the fire is confined to a small area, such as a
wastebasket, and is not growing; everyone has exited the building; the fire department
has been called or is being called; and the room is not filled with smoke.

Crossword Puzzie on Page 5

—

+ To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the word PASS:
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+ Pull the pin. Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle pointing away from you, and release
the locking mechanism.

+ Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of the fire.

+ Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly.

+ Sweep the nozzle from side-to-side.

+ For the home, select a multi-purpose extinguisher (can be
used on all types of home fires) that is large enough to put
out a small fire, but not so heavy as to be difficult to handle.

AO(O[AD|O|m|w@

+ Choose a fire extinguisher that carries the label of an
independent testing laboratory.

>
vy

+ Read the instructions that come with the fire extinguisher
and become familiar with its parts and operation before a
fire breaks out. Local fire departments or fire equipment
distributors often offer hands-on fire extinguisher trainings.

M
> m|I |20
Py
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+ Install fire extinguishers close to an exit and keep your
back to a clear exit when you use the device so you
can make an easy escape if the fire cannot be
controlled. If the room fills with smoke, leave
immediately.

Sudoku Puzzie on Page 5 :
6|84 71219

Classified

Know when to go. Fire extinguishers are
one element of a fire response plan, but
the primary element is safe escape. Every
household should have a home fire escape plan and
working smoke alarms.

Advertising

Sell Your Stu ﬁ" / Check your local nursery, landscape contractor or
. | | county extension service for advice on fire-resistant
Reach 1000’s Of plants that are suited for your environment, and help
to pl land .
Readers Every Week! Ml bl

Thank You, and Be Safe!!

Sparky the Dog
Gridley Fire Station 74
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Legal Advertising
650 Kentucky Street
Gridley, CA 95948

T.S. No.: 2019-01443-CA
A.P.N.:066-270-050-000

Property Address: 13661 FRITZ
COURT, MAGALIA, CA 95954
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY
OF INFORMATION REFERRED
TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED
TO THE RECORDED COPY OF
THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY
TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO
THE TRUSTOR. NOTE: THERE IS
A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMA-
TION IN THIS DOCUMENT AT-
TACHED IMPORTANT NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER:

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UN-
DER A DEED OF TRUST DATED
08/14/2002. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NA-
TURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER. Trustor:
Wesley Kawagishi and Julie Cama-
cho-Kawagishi, Husband and wife as
Joint Tenants

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC

Deed of Trust Recorded 08/22/2002
as Instrument No. 2002-0043440 in
book ---, page--- and of Official Re-
cords in the office of the Recorder of
Butte County, California,

Date of Sale: 06/12/2020 at 03:30 PM
Place of Sale: ON THE STEPS OF
THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
NUMBER 1 COURT STREET,
OROVILLE, CA 95965 Estimated
amount of unpaid balance, rea-
sonably estimated costs and other
charges: $ 57,137.86 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE THE TRUSTEE
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION
TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON
A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR
FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS AS-
SOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF
THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AU-
THORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed
to and now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter described property un-
der and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described as: More fully described in
said Deed of Trust. Street Address or
other common designation of real
property: 13661 FRITZ COURT,
MAGALIA, CA A.PN.: 066-270-
050-000 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any in-
correctness of the street address or
other common designation, if any,
shown above. The sale will be made,
but without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding ti-
tle, possession, or encumbrances,
to pay the remaining principal sum
of the note(s) secured by the Deed
of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advanc-
es, under the terms of said Deed of
Trust, fees, charges and expenses of
the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property
to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the
time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale is: $ 57,137.86. Note:
Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt
owed, it is possible that at the time of

the sale the opening bid may be less
than the total debt. If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any reason,
the successful bidder’s sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the
successful bidder shall have no fur-
ther recourse. The beneficiary of the
Deed of Trust has executed and de-
livered to the undersigned a written
request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the
real property is located. NOTICE
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at
a trustee auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically en-
title you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for paying
off all liens senior to the lien being
auctioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are en-
couraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s
office or a title insurance company,
either of which may charge you a fee
for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on this property. NO-
TICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Sec-
tion 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that infor-
mation about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to you and
to the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish
to learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet
Web site http://www.altisource.com/
MortgageServices/DefaultManage-
ment/TrusteeServices.aspx using
the file number assigned to this case
2019-01443-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short
in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the tele-
phone information or on the Inter-
net Web site. The best way to verify
postponement information is to at-
tend the scheduled sale. Date: April
7, 2020 Western Progressive, LLC,
as Trustee for beneficiary C/o 1500
Palma Drive, Suite 237 Ventura, CA
93003 Sale Information Line: (866)
960-8299 http://www.altisource.
com/MortgageServices/Default-
Management/TrusteeServices.aspx
Trustee Sale Assistant WESTERN
PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

APP3676291 5-1-2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0000242

The following persons are doing business as: THOMAS H WILLIAMS CONSTRUCTION
5181 Lower Wyandotte Road Oroville, CA 95966

A.T. Inc, 3100 Claremont Drive Oroville, CA 95966

Date Filed in Butte County: February 28, 2020

The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A

This Business is Conducted by: Corporation

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see

Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.

Publish: April 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2020 (The Gridley Herald)

LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0000313

The following persons are doing business as: CREATIVE IMAGING CENTER, CREATIVE LIGHT
2061 Montgomery Street Oroville, CA 95965

Dean Robert Gurr and Monigue Lynee Malotte Gurr, 2061 Montgomery Street Oroville, CA 95965
Date Filed in Butte County: March 16, 2020

The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: A Married Couple

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see

Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.

Publish: April 10, 17, 24, and May 1, 2020 (The Gridley Herald)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-0000252

The following persons are doing business as: ] AND C HOME REPAIR
1001 Washington Apt #42 Gridley, CA 95948

Justin Wade Webster, 1001 Washington Apt #42 Gridley, CA 95948
Date Filed in Butte County: March 2, 2020

The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Individual

NOTICE: This fictitious name statement expires five years from the date it was filed in the
office of the County Clerk. A new fictitious business statement must be filed before that
time. The filing of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state, or common law (see

Section 14400, ET SEQ., Business and Professions Code.

Publish: April 17, 24, May 1, and 8, 2020 (The Gridley Herald)

REQUEST FOR SUBCONTRACTOR BIDS
FOR LEASE-LEASEBACK PROJECT

Landmark Construction is requesting SUBCONTRACT BIDS for the
Manzanita ES New Construction and Modernization project. Scope includes
the Modernization of two existing buildings: Building A - Administration,
classrooms, multipurpose and restrooms. Building B - Classrooms and
restrooms and new campus-wide fire alarm system and modifications to
the parking and passenger loading areas. The New Construction consists
of the addition of new modular buildings by American Modular Systems
(under separate contract), accessible path of travel upgrades, new concrete
courtyard, new middle school playground, basketball courts. Refer to the
plans for a complete scope. Landmark encourages the participation of local
and DVBE businesses.

Interested subcontractors must submit bids on or before April 29, 2020 at
2PM, to Landmark Construction via fax at 916-663-1867 or frontdesk@
landmarkconst.net . Contract documents are available for download at
www.landmarkconst.net/plan-room/ .

Questions regarding this bid must be directed to
frontdesk@landmarkconst.net .

The Gridley Herald April 17 and 24, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
AND QUALIFICATIONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Biggs Unified School District (“District”), in
accordance with Education Code section 17406(a)(2)(C) and Public Contract Code section
201116, is currently seeking proposals from prequalified firms for lease-leaseback (“LLB”)
construction services for construction of the District’s four site modernization projects (the

“Projects”). The full scope of the work for the Projects is set forth in the Request for Proposals
and Qualifications (“RFP/Q”) and is on file with the District Office located at 300 B Street
Biggs, CA 95917. Please contact Zane Schreder at 530-228-9733 with any questions. Any
proposer that submits a proposal and is not prequalified will be deemed non-responsive and
the proposal will be rejected and returned unopened.

The successful proposer must possess a valid and active Class B license at
time of submittal of the proposal. The proposer and all subcontractors (of any tier) must be
currently registered and qualified to perform public works in accordance with Labor Code
section 1725.5.

Pursuant to Labor Code section 1720 et seq., it shall be mandatory upon
the contractor to whom the contract is awarded, and upon any subcontractor under such
contractor, to pay not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the locality
in which the work is to be performed for each craft or type of worker needed to execute the
contract, including holiday and overtime work as well as employer payments for health and
welfare, pension, vacation, and similar purposes.

This project is subject to a 3% Disabled Veterans Business Enterprises (DVBE)
requirements as outlined by Public Contract Code Sections 10115 et seq. The applicable
forms must be completed and submitted with your bid. Should prospective bidders need
assistance in identifying DVBE or implementing provisions of DVBE regulations, please
contact the Office of Small Business and DVBE Services at (916) 375-4940.

The District will select a lease-leaseback contractor using the “best value”
competitive procurement process under Education Code section 17400 et seq., that can assist
the District with construction services. The “best value” competitive procurement process is
an evaluation process whereby a contractor is selected by the District on the basis of objective
criteria for evaluating the qualifications of proposers as set forth in the RFP/Q, with the
selected contractor representing the best combination of price and qualifications.

The District reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals, and
to waive any irregularities or informalities in any proposal or in the RFP/Q process. If the
selected proposer refuses or fails to execute the tendered contract, the District may award the
contract to the proposer with the second highest best value score if the District deems it to be
in its best interest. The District reserves the right to contract for LLB services in the manner
that most benefits the District, including awarding more than one contract if desired.

Proposals must be received no later than 2:00p.m. on April 29, 2020, at the office of:
Biggs Unified School District
300 B Street
Biggs, CA 95917
Attn: Doug Kaelin, Superintendent

For more information, contact the Zane Schreder at 530-228-9733.

The Gridley Herald April 10 and 17, 2020

LEGALADS FOR BUTTE GOUNTY?
We Can Do That!

Call ol your 916 113 ““

 legal advertising
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing ’

Local Classifi

Wanted

| ForRent [l Health & Medical [ School |

Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional
cleanup & maintain the value of
your home! Set an appt today!
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

Property is under
construction and will

soon have 1,2,3, & 4
bedroom units for rent!

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance  Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript  submissions  currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit http:/dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos!
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT
OR RV to receive a major tax
deduction. Help homeless pets.
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and
Pickup. LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Ca-SCAN)

We'll Buy Your Used Vehicles
from 2002 or Newer Models! Call
1-855-444-3811, accept the offer,
schedule pickup time, get paid
in 24 hours or less. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No up-
front fees to enroll. A+ BBB rat-
ed. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)

The Housing Authority of the
County of Butte is currently
accepting applications for its
Farm Labor Housing
property in Gridley, CA. We
have 2 Bd. units available at
this time. Rental assistance
is available and provided by
USDA Rural Development
for those that meet USDA
Rural Development
qguidelines. For more
information contact our
office at (530) 895-4474 or
TDD 1-800-735-2929.

“The Housing Authority of the
County of Butte is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and
Housing Provider”

Struggling  With  Your  Private
Student Loan Payment? New
relief programs can reduce your
payments. Leamn your options.
Good credit not necessary. Call
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern) (Cal-SCAN

Health & Medical

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentratorl No more heavy
tanks and refills! Guaranteed
Lowest Prices! Call the
Oxygen Concentrator Store:
1-844-653-7402  (Cal-SCAN)

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet, and
a lifeime warranty on the tub
and installation! Call us at
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save
money on your diabetic sup-
plies!  Convenient home  ship-
ping for monitors, test strips,
insulin  pumps, catheters and
more! To learn more, call now!
1-855-702-3408.  (Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental
Insurance. We have the best rates
from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances
companies. Get a quote within
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F

8am-8pm  Central) ~ (Cal-SCAN)
DENTAL  INSURANCE  from
Physicians ~ Mutual  Insurance

Company. NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage for [350 ]
procedures. Call 1-866-322-7610
for details. www.dental50plus.com/
canews (6118-0219) (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save
money on your diabetic supplies!
Convenient home shipping for mon-
itors, test strips, insulin pumps, cath-
eters and more! To learn more, call
now! 1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)

Will juice in your home for you.
Have juicer wil travel. Used
juicers wanted. 916  370-0858
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6
flow settings. Designed for 24
hour oxygen use. Compact and

Lightweight. Get a Free Info kit to-
day: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)

WE
SUPPORT
QUR
MILITARY

AIRLINE CAREERS Start
Here — Get trained as FAA
certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified
students. Job  placement
assistance. Call  Aviation
Institute  of  Maintenance
877-205-4138.  (Cal-SCAN)

Gridley Oaks Apts
A Senior and/or Disabled

Apt. Community

1 BR Apts. available at 1500
Highway 99 Gridley, CA|
95948. Ph-(530) 846-6385

TDD-(800) 735-2929. Carpets,
blinds, appliances, on site
laundry. Limited assistance|
avail for those who qualify.

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE  $$$$

Classified

Freon Wanted:

We pay

- CAS$H for cylinders and
for business purpose Real 11
Estate loans. Credit unim- Advertlsnlg ‘F:iiq?’, 511124 R(sjggveniz;:
ortant. V.LP. Trust Deed . .
F()JOmpany www.viploan.com Certified Professionals.

Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No

916 773-1111 | <

312-586-9371 or vi-

RefrigerantFinders.

consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN) com

RETIF

ED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*

VL. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 5 YEARS OFFASTFUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN. COM +Sufcient equiy reguied-noconsumerloans

(Cal-SCAN)

LET US SAVEYOU TIME & MONEY

REACH 75+ MILLION READERS WITH ONE ORDER, ONE BILL!

1n S650 Statewide
$435 North/ $485 South

Community Classified
25 words/245+ papers

Daily Classlified 1 days $995

25 words/41 papers/7 days  $550 North/$650 South
CLASSIFIED COMBO Bdays 51,270

25 words/282+ papers Stm-i:e

DISPLAY - Communlty N s

140+ papers % §1,600 22 Statewide;

Slzes: 242, 2eh; 25, 246 £1,240 2x2 Mo.; $1,240 22 So.

W] CALIFORNIA NEWSPAPERS DELIVER! (X
% More info; Call (916) 288-6011; email cecelia@crpa.com rvees

Tax Services

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR
MORE ON YOUR TAXES?
Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Call
855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

| do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. | will juice fruit
and vegetable juices in your home.
| do respite home health work-
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim,
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-19)

CALL
916 773-1111
TO ADVERTISE

IN YOUR
LOCAL
HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS 4339217

Private Partyloans generall have higherinterest rates,
oints & feesthan conventional discount oans

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your
Stuff!
Reach

1000°s of

Readers
Every
Week!

Pt
MPG
CALL

916 773-1111

Donate A Boat ¢
or Car Today! f\

Boa\]l;

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-BOAT

(2629)
www.boatangel.com Y

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers ~ STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN :" e

Land For Sale

36 ACRE SELF SUFFICIENCY HOMESTEAD - $162 MONTH -
Outstanding buy on quiet - secluded off grid northern Arizona homestead
at cool clear 6,000" elev. Entirely useable grassy meadowland with
sweeping views of surrounding red rock ridges. Situated within
a secluded valley location surrounded by thousands of acres of
uninhabited wilderness. Bordered by 1,280 acres of uninhabited State
Trust land. Free well water access, rich loam garden soil, and ideal year
round climate. No urban noise and dark sky nights. Zoned for livestock.
Camping and RV use ok. Maintained road access. On special at
$17,900, $1,790 dn. with no qualifying seller financing. Free brochure
with similar property descriptions, photos/terrain maps/ weather data/
nearby pioneer town info. 1st United Realty 1-800-966-6690. (Cal-SCAN)

o £

CALL 530-846-3661 OR 916-773-1111

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE GRIDLEY HERALD
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FEMA Delivers Supplies for Field Medical
Station (FMS) in Butte County

Butte County Press Release

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - On Monday,
April 6, 2020, medical supplies provided
by FEMA were delivered by the 146th
Airlift Wing of the Air National Guard to
the Enloe Rehabilitation Center located in
Chico at 340 W. East Avenue. This site is
designed to expand medical surge capacity
as needed in response to COVID-19.

The site, which is now a Field Medical
Station (FMS), will extend the county’s
capacity to treat patients requiring hospi-
talization. An FMS provides support and
resolves health and medical capability
gaps during public health emergencies that

exceed the health care systems.

FMS’s are short term solutions for health
care resources and not open to the public.
Patients will be admitted to this location
after a clinical assessment from a health-
care provider.

The Enloe Rehabilitation Center will be
converted and outfitted with 125 field hos-
pital beds and supplies to treat patients in
need of hospitalization.

Butte County Public Health worked with
Enloe Medical Center to secure the loca-
tion of the FMS. Because this site was
approved, Enloe will be able to provide
staff for the FMS and wraparound services
such as dietary, housekeeping, etc. *

Easter Accident Claims Three Lives

By Seti Long

THERMALITO, CA (MPG) - At
6:58 pm on Sunday, April
12th, or Easter Sunday, a
vehicle carrying 3 adults and
two children plunged into
the Thermalito Dam Canal.
According to a CHP Press
Release, the 2004 GMC
Sierra, driven by 27-year
old Sacramento resident
Colby Allen Brookman,
was heading westbound on
Grand Avenue, west of Gold
Country Lane, at a high rate
of speed Sunday evening.
Due to his speed Brookman

roadway ended, causing the
GMC to leave the roadway
where the pickup collided
with a fence before slam-
ming into an embankment
and becoming airborne. The
vehicle came to rest in the
Thermalito Dam canal.
Brookman and passen-
ger Jlynne Stothers, 23,
who was riding in the front,
were able to extricate them-
selves from the vehicle but
a 32-year old male adult
and two female children,
ages 1 year and 7 months,
were stuck in the back of
the vehicle. Emergency per-
sonnel were able to free

the passengers, but they
were in terrible shape. The
adult passenger sustained
fatal injuries from the col-
lision and the two children
were transported to Enloe
and Oroville Hospitals with
major injuries. The minors
succumbed to their injuries
the following morning.
Brookman was placed
under arrest for Felony
DUI, Felony child endan-
germent and Vehicular
manslaughter. Brookman
was transported to
Oroville Medical Center,
where he remains in CHP

*

was unable to stop where the

custody.

Butte County Shenff's Office Announces
Arrest of Four Individuals

Butte County Sheriff's Office

OROVILLE, CA (MPG) - On April 11, 2020,
Butte County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) Deputy
Arredondo conducted a traffic enforcement
stop in Oroville. Deputies identified the occu-
pants of the vehicle as Christopher Gude of
New York, age 26, Julian Jenkins of New
York, age 26, Frank Perry of Georgia, age 35,
and Samantha Reyessickels of Los Angeles,
age 25. A records check showed Gude had
a felony warrant for his arrest out of New
York for homicide, and Perry had a felony
warrant for his arrest out of Trinity County,
California.

During the traffic enforcement stop, BCSO
Police Service Dog (PSD) “Chico” conducted
a free-air sniff of the public space around the
vehicle. “Chico” alerted on the vehicle indi-
cating the odor of a narcotic was coming

from the vehicle. During a search of the vehi-
cle approximately 64 pounds of marijuana
and approximately $99,000 was located.

In addition to the arrest warrants, the
occupants of the vehicle were all placed
under arrest for possession of marijuana for
sale, and for transportation of marijuana.
Detectives and deputies interviewed all four
individuals and determined Gude, Jenkins,
and Reyessickels traveled from the Los
Angeles area to Northern California to pur-
chase marijuana. Gude indicated he planned
to resell the marijuana in the Los Angeles
area. Detectives and deputies determined
Perry had traveled from Georgia to help facil-
itate a marijuana purchase.

The Sheriff’s Office is asking anyone with
additional information to contact Sergeants
Pat McNelis, Brad Meyer, or Deputy
Arredondo at 530-538-7671. *

Two Recent Deaths Suspicious for COVID-19

Sutter County Office
of Emergency Services

SUTTER COUNTY, CA (MPG)
- Two Yuba-Sutter residents
died at Adventist Health and
Rideout both of which had
what seemed highly suspi-
cious cases of COVID-19
as the underlying cause of
death. Both persons were in
their 80s. COVID-19 testing
samples were both collected
recently and results are pend-
ing. Public Health will be
sure to alert the public of the
outcomes of the tests.

“We are saddened by this
loss of life from suspected
COVID-19, and it’s a terrible

reminder of just how dan-
gerous this illness can be for
the elderly and chronically
ill,” said Yuba-Sutter Health
Officer Dr. Phuong Luu.
“The most vulnerable in our
community are at risk for the
most severe consequences of
this disease, and each per-
son who ignores the order
to stay at home or fails to
practice good hand washing
and social distancing prac-
tices increases the chances of
spreading the illness.”

Dr. Luu emphasizes that
the most important thing
people with COVID-19
symptoms can do is immedi-
ately isolate themselves from

others. She said Yuba-Sutter
residents with mild cases
should follow the recommen-
dations to remain at home,
avoid vulnerable individuals,
practice good cough/sneeze
etiquette, and maintain good
hand hygiene. Those exhibit-
ing severe symptoms should
contact their physician or
Urgent Care.

For more information,
visit BePreparedYuba.org
or BePreparedSutter.org.
A bi-county Call Center is
also fielding general calls at
749-7700. For information
on the state order and state
resources, visit COVID19.
CA.GOV *
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e County Organizes Delivery Task Force

to Assist Those Advised To Quarantine

Butte County Press
Release

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG)
- In response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, Butte County
Department of Employment
and Social Services organized
a Delivery Task Force for
individuals who have been
told by a medical professional
to isolate or quarantine.

The Delivery Task Force
started and is available to
individuals with a confirmed
COVID-19 diagnosis, indi-
viduals who are awaiting
COVID-19 test results, as
well as individuals advised by

a medical professional to iso-
late or quarantine who have
no support system.

Individuals who are inter-
ested in the delivery service
can call 2-1-1 or the Butte
County COVID-19 Call
Center at 552.3050 for more
information. Staff will assist
in ensuring all available
resources and programs are
utilized before referring the
individual to the Delivery
Task Force.

The Delivery Task Force
is intended to fill in possi-
ble gaps in resources. The
Delivery Task Force can
deliver basic necessities, such

as groceries and prescrip-
tions. Payment for items must
be made in advance. If pay-
ment assistance is needed,
staff will assist the individ-
ual in contacting a local food
bank and will deliver a pre-
packaged box of food.

The Delivery Task Force
is available Monday through
Saturday from 8am-5pm. For
more information, please call
2-1-1 or the Butte County
COVID-19 Call Center at
552.3050.

For information on
COVID-19 in Butte County,
please visit www.buttecounty.
net/publichealth *

March Precipitation Not Enough
to Offset Dry Winter

off Highway 50 in El Dorado County. Photo: Jonathan Wong / California Department of Water Resources

By Chris Orrock,
Department of Water
Resources

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The Department of Water
Resources (DWR) con-
ducted the fourth manual
snow survey of 2020 at
Phillips Station. Due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, DWR is providing
video of the results in licu
of conducting a live media
event on site.

The manual survey
recorded 43.5 inches of
snow depth and a snow
water equivalent (SWE) of
16.5 inches, which is 66
percent of the April aver-
age for this location. The
SWE measures the amount
of water contained in the
snowpack, which pro-
vides a more accurate
forecast of spring runoff.
Measurements from the
130 electronic snow sen-
sors, scattered throughout
the state, indicate that the
statewide snowpack’s water
equivalent is 15.2 inches,
or 53 percent of the April
average.

In addition to the manual

snow surveys and auto-
mated snow measuring
sites, DWR is collaborating
to augment the measure-
ments with satellite and
air-borne remote-sensed
data. These experimen-
tal data products provide
additional detail to the spa-
tial patterns of snow water
accumulation in the water-
sheds that helps inform
and guide forecast run-
off quantities and timing.
Such data gathering will be
a key adaptation strategy
as climate change impacts
continue to mount.

“While today’s survey
results show our snow-
pack is better off than it
was just last month, they
still underscore the need
for widespread, wise use
of our water supplies,”
said DWR Director Karla
Nemeth. “California’s cli-
mate continues to show
extreme unpredictability,
and February’s record dry-
ness is a clear example of
the extremes associated
with climate change.”

California is experienc-
ing increased extremes
and variability due to

Crime Reports

climate change. In one
year, California has gone
from having the fifth best
recorded snowpack to one
of the 10 worst.

“Over the last decade,
California’s snowpack
has been alternating
between extremely wet
and extremely dry,” stated
Sean de Guzman, chief of
DWR’s Snow Survey and
Water Supply Forecast
Section. “In the past 10
years, we’ve seen three of
our smallest snowpacks on
record, but we’ve also seen
three of our largest snow-
packs on record.”

On average, the snow-
pack supplies about 30
percent of California’s
water needs as it melts
in the spring and early
summer.

The state’s six largest
reservoirs currently hold
between 82 percent (San
Luis) and 125 percent
(Melones) of their histor-
ical averages for this date.
Lake Shasta, California’s
largest surface reservoir, is
98 percent of its historical
average and sits at 79 per-
cent of capacity. *
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POLICE

Gridley- Biggs Police Report
April 5* - April 11*

4-5-2020: At 3:08 am on the 300 block of Park Street, Gridley, CA, Gage
Reyes Hale, 20, was arrested for DUI (23152 (a) V(), having a blood
alcohol level greater than .08 % (23152 (b) V() and was booked into

Butte County Jail.

4-8-2020: At 9:38 am on the 100 block of Frank Hall Drive, Gridley, CA,
Leslie Jean Portteus, 59, was arrested for public intoxication (647 (f) PC)
and was booked into Butte County Jail.

4-9-2020: At 9:07 pm on the 1600 block of Hwy 99, Gridley, CA, Craig
Thomas Ortiz, 59, was arrested for trespassing (602(o) PC) and was
booked into Butte County Jail.

4-9-2020: At 9:52 pm on Archer Ave and Hwy 99, Gridley, CA, Perry
Keith Mcelyea Jr., 50, was cited for shoplifting (459.5 PC).

4-10-2020: On the 1100 block of Laurel St., Gridley, CA, Perry Keith
Mcelyea Jr., 50, was arrested for public intoxication (647 (f) PC) and
booked into Butte County Jail.

4-11-2020: At 3:49 am on the 1600 block of Hwy 99, Gridley, CA, Craig
Thomas Ortiz, 59, was cited for trespassing (602(o) PC).

4-11-2020: At 2:39 pm on the 600 block of Kentucky St., Gridley, CA,
Craig Thomas Ortiz, 59, was arrested for elder abuse (368 (b)(1) PC),
threatening to commit a crime which would result in death or bodily
injury with the intent to terrorize (422 PC) and was booked into Butte

County Jail.

4-11-2020: At 7:09 pm on the 800 block of Washington St., Gridley, CA,
Michael Alexander Deleon, 27, was cited for battery (242 P().

get more info at www.crimegraphics.com




