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at 11:30 p.m. in one of the

"outhouses” behind the Stone
Block on the alley running south
from Hazel Street between Vir-
ginia and Kentucky Streets.

Gridley's Amoskeag steam
pumper was brought to the scene
promptly enough. However,
there would be an excruciatingly
long delay before it could put
water on the fire.

The steamer had been positioned
first to draw water from the fire
well at the intersection of Hazel
and Virginia Streets but it
couldn't pump a drop there.

"The fire was then not of such
proportions that it could not have
been extinguished without serious
loss had the steamer been in
working order," according t0 a
special dispatch that was sent 1o
the Chico Daily Morning Record.

Engineer Jesse Porter had the

Meipal water system apparatus moved down Hazel to
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CHARLES NEFF REED
Established the Herald in 1880

local farmers and businessmen and
later by the three generations of
the Burleson family.

Along the way, the Herald has
had to overcome competition from
two other newspapers that were
published in pridley-—the Semi-

(Continued on page 2B)

C&ORR
created
the town

"B
I:LI?'S FIRST HOME—Charles Neff Reed, left, ap-

'“nll a chat with Arch Taylor in front of the
\ lh'lled first printing plant. The little frame build-
ke\ on the north side of Hazel Street ome door
] "ﬂt Ky Street. At the time this photo was made in
Was proprietor of the Gridley Hotel.

As the California and Oregon
Railroad was being pushed up the
east side of the Sacramento Valley
during the spring of 1870, a group
of company officials arrived in
Marysville on May 4 and pro-
ceeded north on the newly con-
structed track.

Led by Chief Engineer S. S.
Montague, these officials had three
primary objectives that day. One
would result in the establishment
of the town of Gridley.

Montague and his companions
rode a construction train "to the
front" to inspect the just com-
pleted span over Dry Creek. Also
they took a look at the situation
they faced in building a bridge over
Butte Creek. They wanted to fig-
ure out how much cost-saving fill
could be used there instead of
trestlework.

Since driving piles for a long
trestle would take more time than
constructing an embankment to
carry the track, the decision they
made would determine how soon
the railroad could be opened from
Mnrysvﬂle. first 10"Nelson's Sta-
tion, then to Chico.

The third objective for these of-
ficials was to select sites where
side tracks, warehouses and depots
could be established to encourage
farmers to use the railroad for
shipping their grain and other pro-
duce to market,

However, in making their deci-
sions, the officials also had to de-
termine where they should place
other facilities, such as water and
fueling stations, that were needed
in the operation of a railroad.

Since the locations selected for
side tracks and depots would be
likely places where new townsites
could be developed, I. N. Hubbard
was one of the members of Mon-
tague's party that day. Hubbard
was a land agent for the California
and Oregon as well as the Central
Pacific Railroad.

Other officials accompanying
Montague were Arthur Brown,
superintendent of bridges and
building for both the CP and
C&O; Roadmaster George Hol-
land; J. H. Strobridge, construc-
tion superintendent for the Con-
tract and Finance Company, which
was building the railroad; and T. J.
Davis, who was described as "boss
carpenter” in the Marysville Daily
Appeal's report on their activities
that day.

Once it was decided to place a
siding here, Hubbard and his assis-
tants went o work to acquire the
Jand needed for the townsite that
they named for George W. Grid-
ley, a wool grower who was one
of the three or four largest
landowners in Butte County at the
time. However, only a portion of
the townsite would be situated on
land purchased from him.

About two thirds of the original

townsite plat, including the spot

where the railroad depot was
built, is on what was known in
those days as a "school” section. It
was part of the grant of the 16th
and 36th sections in each township
that had been made by Congress to

the state when California was -

admitted to the Union. These sec-
tions were to be sold by the state
to raise funds for establishing uni-
versities and colleges.

A patent, which transferred title
10 the 160-acre south half of the
south half of Section 36 of Town-
ship 18 North, Range 2 East to
Contract and Finance Company
President Charles Crocker, was
signed by Governor Henry H.
nght on June 17, 1870, 1t was

(Continued on Page 5B)

The three generations

WILLIAM DAVIS
BURLESON
Hired as editor in 1897

CHARLES RAY
BURLESON
Succeeded his father in 1936

William Davis Burleson

William Davis Burleson, the
first of the three generations of
who have owned the
, faced a huge task
he arrived here during the

latter part of October, 1897.

Burleson had been hired as edi-
tor and manager of the Gridley
Herald just two month's after the
newspaper's plant had been com-
pletely destroyed by fire.

It would be Burleson's duty to
rebuild the newspaper's business
and enhance its profitability to re-
pay the Gridley Publishing Com-
pany's investment in new press,
lype and other equipment.

Although but 27 years old,
Burleson had been in the newspa-

per business for a decade and al-
ready had been involved in pub-
lishing a newspaper in Illinois and
another in Michigan. *

Nmonlywouldhebeupmlhe
challenge that lay before him
when he got out his first edition
of the Herald on Oct. 23, 1897, he
would do well enough with the
newspaper that he could eventu-
ally purchase it in 1908.

When Burleson died on Feb. 6,
1936, he had gained a wide repu-
tation as "an able and trenchant
editorial writer" and was also
known, affectionately, as "the
philosopher of southern Butte."

He was described in the
Marysville Appeal-Democrat as

Charles Ray Burleson

WILLIAM DAVID
BURLESON
Became publisher in 1962

Tireless worker for Gridley

"one of the foremost citizens" of
Gridley. And, in the Sacramento
Bee, he was credited for "his tire-

- less ‘werk": mbdnmspumhw

the Gridley district.

Far from the least of William
Davis Burleson's contributions
was his role in promoting the
Gridley Colonies which virtually
surrounded the town.

These farm-site subdivisions
with tracts ranging from five 1o
40 acres, when sold to small
farmers, created the market for
irrigation water that made con-
siruction of the “Butte County
Canal with private capital a feasi-

(Continued on me‘tl!f

Fought off the competltlbn

Charles Ray Burleson was well

to take over the reins of

the Gridley Herald when his fa-

ther, William Davis Burleson,

died on Feb. 6, 1936 as the result
of a heart attack.

And, a year and a half later,
when a rejuvenated Gridley Daily
Globe forced the Herald's new
publisher and editor into a fierce
battle for survival, he was well
armed to make the fight.

Young Burleson had started
working full-time for the Herald
in January, 1919 and had gradually
shouldered much of the day to day
responsibility for producing the
newspaper.

After only 10 years on the Her-
ald's staff, he would be described
as "practically the boss" in a

letter his father wrote to Henry
M. Pratt, his former partner in
the Dundee Hawkeye who had re-
mained a close friend over the
years.

"He is a good news hound, and a
good business getter and collec-
tor," the elder Burleson declared
in describing his son's abilities.
"The Lord knows what I'd do
without him. He has helped me
to what degree of independence I
may have."

Charles R. Burleson's capabili-
ties were of particular value to
the Herald during the three years
immediately prior to his father's
death. The elder Burleson's health
slowly declined following an in-
fluenza attack on Feb. 1, 1933
that had quickly developed into

William David Burleson

During his 48-year career with
the Gridley Herald, William
David Burleson has continued his
family's tradition of using the
newspaper (o serve the commu-
nity,

At the same time, Burleson has
seen printing industry technology
undergo a revolutionary change
and he has managed to keep the
Herald on the cutting edge of that
transformation,

Notwithstanding the cost con-
straints faced by a small newspa-
per, he was one of the earliest
Ppublishers to convert to the "cold
type" photo offset printing pro-
cess.

And he has been one of the lead-

ers in applying micro computers

and desktop publishing software
1o the production of a newspaper.

However, Burleson has never
lost sight of the proper function
of a small hometown news-
paper—to report the kind of news
that larger, outside papers have
sacrificed to make room for their
coverage of state, national and in-
ternational affairs.

"The paper is the people’s ser-
vant, a tool to give them extended
experience through information,
~and to extend (o others a picture
of a way of life," he said in an
early expression of his basic edi-
torial philosophy.

At the same time, Burleson ex-
plained his reason for devoting
primary aftention to government

"A hean weakness complicates
the illness and for a time his con-
dition seemed critical," the Herald
reported a week later,

He would recover but a long
convalescence was required before
he could resume a light work load
at the newspaper office and he
came (o rely even more on his son
to conduct the business.

So it was with a great deal of
mogdesty that Charles R. Burleson
wrole the customary introductory
editorial announcing that he
would take up where his father
left off in publishing the Herald,

"It is often a difficult thing for
a son to step into his father's
place," he said. "[n the case of the

(Continued on page 8B)

Kept true to family traditions

on the local level,

"Qur unit of government, like
all other units of government,
small and large, is an important
building block in the overall
democratic structure,” he pointed
out.

"In fact, we are thefoundations,
the grass roots," he said. "If we
cannot build a successful local
government, how can we build
upon it a successful county, state
and national government?"

"A local newspaper preserves a
city's personality, and is respon-
sive to its immediate needs,”
Burleson pointed out on another
occasion some years later. "The
newspaper in tum depends on the

(Continued on page 10B)
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About this edition

The articles appearing in this special edition are based on
the best information available to the writer at the time they
were prepared. Like every research project, this one no
doubt could have benefitted from more time to look just a
little further for this or that missing piece of information.
However, the nemesis of every news writer, the production
deadline, caught up with the preparer of these articles.

The material that formed the basis for these articles has
been gleaned over the past couple of years primarily from the
surviving volumes of the Gridley Herald. However, files
have not been located for the years 1886 and 1887 and the
period after Jan. 7, 1892 until Nov. 23, 1901. Also, there are
scattering issues that are missing in the surviving volumes as
well as occasional weeks and even months.

In an effort to fill these gaps, other newspapers that gave
some attention to news of Gridley and southern Butte
County were consulted. These have included the Chico En-
terprise, Chico Record, Oroville Mercury, Oroville Register,
Marysville Appeal and Marysville Democrat, all of which
were separate newspapers at the time. Other newspapers
visited were the Sutter County Farmer and the Sutter Inde-
pendent, both of which were published in Yuba City; the
Butte County Register, when it was published in Biggs; and
the Biggs Argus, the Sunshine Valley News, Biggs Weekly
News and Biggs News.

Microfilm of most of the surviving volumes of the Herald
and these other newspapers is available on the second floor
of the Meriam Library at California State University Chico,
which has excellent facilities for both viewing and making
copies. The writer has spent days and days there over the
past several years and wishes to thank, in particular, the
pleasant, patient and extremely helpful students who have
been assigned to the periodicals section staff during that pe-
riod.

Full and free access has been provided to the Gridley
Herald's surviving historic records. Although these records
are sparse they have been of great value as was the William
Davis Burleson and Charles Ray Burleson correspondence
file that was found, almost at the last minute, tucked away in
an old box in the shop building at the William David
Burleson home. Also, Burleson has been completely candid
in answering questions when interviewed about his career.

In addition, the writer wishes to thank for their assistance
Gridley City Administrator Jack Slota, Planning Director Jo
Sherman and their able assistant, Colleen Cotter; Bill Jones
and his staff at the Meriam Library Special Collections De-
partment and Northeastern California Archives; the staff at
the Butte County Clerk-Recorder's office; the reference li-
brarians at the Butte County Library at Oroville, the Packard
Library at Marysville, the Colusa County Library at Colusa
and the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley; Ellen Halteman,
librarian for the California State Railroad Museum in Sacra-
mento; Special Collections Librarian Gary Kurutz and the
California Room staff at the California State Library in
ftcram_ to},and, of course, the always friendly and, helpful

taff at the California State Archives in Sacramento. =~ |
—Robert L. "Bob" Johnson
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Newspaper venture...

(Continued from page 1B)

Weekly Advance and the Daily
Globe.

The Herald weathered the eco-
nomic distress that came with the
decline in wheat prices and pro-
duction during the late 1890s, be-
fore the advent of irrigation, and
il survived the Great Depression
of the 1930s.

Furthermore, it has continued
to thrive despite the re-making of
Gridley's business community that
is being forced by the big retail
stores and discount outlets
located in nearby, easily accessi-
ble, regional shopping centers.

By giving extensive coverage 10
local news, the Herald has made a
niche for itself that could not be
diluted by "big" daily newspapers
such as the Chico Enterprise-
Record, Oroville Mercury-Regis-
ter and Marysville Appeal-Demo-
crat which have entered its circu-
lation area.

Before Charles Neff Reed came
to Gridley to establish the Her-
ald, he had been city editor on the
Oroville Mercury and had worked
as a printer and writer for the
Butte County Register, the first
newspaper published in Biggs.

Reed was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on Jan. 29, 1849.
During the Civil War, he joined a
regiment in the Union Army at
age 13 as a drummer boy then be-
came an orderly. Later, he served
as a spy operating behind Confed-
erale Army lines where caplure
would have meant certain death,

Following the War, he decided
10 become a printer. He leamned
the business as he worked his way
West, moving from newspaper o
newspaper as he went. He came
to Butte County from Carson
City, Nevada.

When William Sharkey estab-
lished the Register in Biggs on
Nov. 23, 1877, Reed was offered a
job as a typesetter and reporter.
He was promoted o print shop
foreman in January, 1878 after
George J. Parker left the Register.

Reed became editor and manager
of the Oroville Mercury in Octo-
ber, 1878 following the second of
the two fires that, together, had
virtually destroyed the Biggs
business district that year.

A year later, Sharkey moved the
Register to Oroville. His last is-
sue in Biggs was published on
Nov. 21, 1879,
tronage, although all that. the
business of the place can”al{?ﬁ{.'
has not increased to the extent we
anticipated,” Sharkey said in ex-

"Our local pa-

plaining his decision to legve the
town.

After going to Oroville, Reed
maintained a connection with the
South County by marrying
Catherine M. "Katie" Brown on
June 22, 1879. She was the
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. L. K.
Brown who had a ranch five miles
northwest of Biggs.

Reed gave up his job on the
Oroville Mercury on Sept. 17,
1880 and six wecks later he
launched the Gridley Herald.

“In establishing the pioneer pa-
per of Gridley, I am actuated by
two motives,” he said in his intro-
ductory editorial, The first was
"to obtain by hard work an honor-
able livelihood for myself and
family." The second was "to as-
sist, so far as my efforts can, in
advancing the general prosperity
of the town and developing the
various resources of the county
surrounding it."

He pledged that he would con-
duct the Herald as a "fearless" but
politically independent journal
that owed no allegiance to any
particular "clique or faction."

Yet Reed was willing to ex-
press his "honest convictions" in
his columns, even if that brought
him into conflict with important
people in his circulation area.

"An editor who has no opinions
of his own, or who sacrifices
principle for the sake of purse, is
no editor at all, and rarely suc-
ceeds in doing anything of benefit

hand press.

to either the community or him-
self," he said in explaining his
editorial philosophy at a later
date.

Reed came to be widely known
and respected among his contem-
poraries in the newspaper business
throughout California.  His
writings were often quoted in
other journals in the surrounding
area and elsewhere in the state,

Colusa Sun Editor Will S,
Green once remarked that
"Charley, as he was familiarly
called, was a jovial, good natured
man," and added that "he was a
witty writer."

The Sacramento Bee and the San
Francisco Call noted that Reed
was "full of humor" and that the
Herald “frequently bristled with
fun."

Newspapers then, as now, were
labor-intensive operations. So, to
make the Herald a successful busi-
ness, Reed had to spend long
hours not only writing and
editing the news, soliciting
advertisements and sending out
and collecting bills, but also
working as typesetter and
pressman,

He even did menial chores that
ordinarily would be assigned to a
"devil."  This position was
usually filled by a boy who was
learning the printing trade from
the bottom up.

Reed burned himself out more
than once during his career in Gri-
dley and had to take extensive

THE HERALD'S PLANT TODAY—Publisher William David Burleson stands in front*
ley Herald's modern newspaper plant at 630 Washington Street which is only a little
blocks from the newspaper's first print shop on the north side of Hazel Street jugt eas!
Street. However, it is a far cry from that little frame building in which Charles Neff
of™ the first edition of the Herald on Oct. 29, 1880 using his Iever-qperate‘d'Was %

trips away from his
regain his health.
The hand press 8
nearly eight years 08
Herald each week W&
ton No. 3. In gesiE
that much differe®
presses Johann GUE
others had developéd’
started printing O
type in the middle®
Century. ‘
The major changé ®
technology came ¢4
century. It involved!
a lever and toggle
ment in place of & "
lower the platen 10
pressure required 0%
from Lype lo papefs
In those days,
separate piece of UF
pieces were kept in "
signed open lop €5
story ‘or advertisems
positor had to pick %
from their indivit®
ments in the case, “
and assemble them ¥
hand-held device call®
Once set, the stof
tisements were plac
frame called a "ché*
the type was firmi
place with devices &3
it was referred to 8%
The forms for W%
time were placed O 2
bed of the press. %
sheet of paper WS ¥
(Cuntimlﬂl i

e

Meeting Your Community Needs

Biggs-Gridley Memorial Hospital is a nonprofit, community-owned facility. It was built in 1949. The hosp'l f
acute care beds. Biggs-Gridley Memorial Hospital prides itself on providing a wide variety of services afltif;c-
the local communities. Some of these include an intensive care unit; inpatient and out patient surgery, I*'
laparoscopic surgery; radiology, including CT scan, ultrasound, and mammography; orthopedic surgery:
ratory. Emergency service, including a helicopter/ambulance life support system, is available on a 24-hour 0%
Family Care Center, one in Gridley and one in Live Oak, provides complete family medical care with nﬂj
ment necessary. The Consulting Doctors Offices, which have specialists in pulmonology, podiatry. urol

~ cardiology, are also available.

The Health Services Center, owned and operated by the Hospital, located next to the Hospital, includes!
* Health Agency, including social work, wound specialist, rehabilitation therapies, IV therapy; acute respifd8
and a Rehabilitation Services Center, including physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech pathold

included are the business offices, accounting offices, the purchasing department, risk management and !
education departments and two conference rooms available for public use. '

New Automated Chemical Analyzer

BIGGS-GRIDLEY
MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

and

Respiratory Therapy

284 Spruce St.

Physical Therapy

Health Service
Center

846-5671
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cation.

Other newspapers would come
and go in Biggs over the years. So
far this writer has identified a to-
tal of 16 different papers that
were published in Biggs al one
time or another but is still not
confident his list is complete.

The best remembered is the
Biggs News which was
established by George A. Dawley
on Jan. 26, 1932. After Dawley's
death on Sept. 19, 1972, the Biggs
News was continued first by Max
and Wilma Koenig then by Jan
Held until Feb. 11, 1992,

Another long-lived newspaper
there was the Biggs Argus which
lasted from October, 1886 until
March 1, 1911 when it was taken
over by the Sunshine Valley News
which had commenced publication
on March 18, 1910,

To make the Herald a permanent
fixture in Gridley, Reed also had
to survive a political ruckus he
kicked up when he tried to get the
local saloon keepers to "clean up
their act" so to speak.

This affair resulted in a public
indignation meeting, organized by
the saloon keepers and their allies,
which, as acid-penned Butle
Record Editor George H. Crosette
put it, invited Reed "to roll up
his blankets and seck pastures new
and green."

Reed was by no means a
"teetotaler.” However, he be-
lieved that before Gridley could
grow and prosper, the town had
to be rid of "hoodlumism” and
"lawlessness” that he blamed the
saloon keepers for condoning and,
in some cases, actually encourag-
ing.

In a series of editorials pub-
lished in May, 1882 under the
heading, "Right Vs. Wrong," Reed
complained that an unsavory ele-
ment in town had engaged in such
activities as:

"Petty thievery, breaking win-
dows in unoccupied houses, pre-
venting a public meeting from
being held in the school house, de-
facing the rear of the Catholic
Church, disturbing public wor-
ship, using profane language on
the public streets or in the hearing
of persons passing by."

Other examples he cited in-
cluded "the nightly bombardment
of A, Geiler's premises for several

weeks last summer by boys with |

rocks, bones, potatoes, clubs, ete.”

And he decried "the hooting and
yelling on the streets and in the
saloons, riding horses into bar-

rooms and on the sidewalks.”

When it was suggested that he
should leave town, Reed proved
that his fearlessness was no idle
boast. Although threats were
made against his person, they were
not carried out. However, his
wife, Katie, did have to suffer
verbal abuse shouted at her as she
walked down Hazel Street one
day.

Reed replied with another
stinging editorial which accused
the saloon keeper of engaging in

"A Cowardly Warfare." The edi-

torial's language was such that the
saloon keeper had Reed prosecuted
for criminal libel but the case was
thrown out of court.

Meanwhile, his editorials on
the subject met with widespread
support from other Northern
California newspapers. The Red
Bluff Sentinel reported that Reed
had been asked to leave Gridley
and declared: "Reed, don't you do
it. You are just the man the
Gridleyites want, and they will
find our words true when they
regain their senses.”

The Chico Enterprise, noting
that "Reed don't wilt worth a
cent," declared that "there was a
precious lot of foolishness" in the
resolutions adopted at the indig-
nation meeting, The Tehama Toc-
sin characterized Reed's opponents
as "an element that is a disgrace (o
every small town in the state."

For a while the Gridley Herald
lost its saloon ads and a few
others but the incident soon blew
over and the newspaper did not
suffer in the long run.

And Reed was not deterred
from being frank with his criti-
cism when he saw something he
thought was wrong with the
community.

Toward the end of the year
1882, he went after the entire
town for failing to work together
when efforts were initiated to im-
prove Gridley. He complained
that the town was divided into "a
half-dozen or more little cliques”
each "pulling in opposite direc-
tions" for "the gratification of ils
selfish ends or personal spites.”

Reed's editorial, published on
Dec. 14, 1882, insisted that "there
is enough in this world for all"
and argued that "life is too short
and uncertain for humanity to
waste its energies in atlempting
to. pull each other down." And he
declared that "our people must re-
alize these ‘traths and pull to-
gether, if they expect the town to

(Continued on page 4B)
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Edition for you, Bill!

Wednesday, May 6, 1998 — THE GRIDLEY HERALD — Page 3B
During its first 20 year<

The Herald moved around a lot

During the 117 years the Grid-
ley Herald has been published
here, its office and printing plant
have occupied eight different
buildings.

Charles Neff Reed established
the Herald on Oct. 29, 1880 in a
one-story frame building that was
about 15 feet wide by 40 feet
deep. It was located on the north
side of Hazel Street approxi-
mately 30 feet east of Kentucky
Street.

Reed moved his lightweight
Washington No. 3 hand press,
type and fixtures to the former
OK Saloon building on Jan. 6,
1882. This 20 by 40-foot frame
building was on the east side of
Kentucky about 100 feet north of
Hazel.

This would be the first of three
times the Herald shop was moved
during, 1882, On Feb, 10, it was
relocated to the single-story brick
store building L. C. Stone had
just completed on the south side
of Hazel east of the alley between
Virginia and Kentucky Streets.

Having just been appointed
postmaster to succeed J. E. P.
Wharton, Reed relocated the post
office to the front part of his new
print shop.

The newspaper and post office
moved again on Oct. 6, around the
comer to the new two-story brick
that Stone had built on the west
side of Virginia Street. The new
location was about 70 feet south
of Hazel,

On March 8, 1888, Reed, who
had been replaced as postmasier on
July 24, 1886, moved the Herald
1o a one-story brick building on
the south side of Hazel Street

Council funded
lights for night
baseball in 1931

Gridley had a lighted diamond
for night baseball as early as
1931.

The City Council at its May
meeling that year agreed to spend
up 1o $200 to install the lights at
the baseball field that was on city
property next to the municipal
park.

Coach Smith of the Gridley
High School brought the subject
before the Council and asked that
the lights be installed, the Herald

reported in its edition on May 8.

Thé Toles were set and :the
lights were in place by the end of
the month and six teams had been
organized for a local league.

about 30 feet west of Kentucky
Street. This site was next door 1o
the Farmers and Mechanics which
was located at the corner of Hazel
and Kentucky.

Following acquisition of the
newspaper by the farmer-owned
Gridley Publishing Company, the
plant was moved again to a
single-story store space at the
southeast corner of Hazel and
Ohio Streets. This building was
part of what was then known as
Schorr's Block.

The date on which this move
took place has not yet been
learned because the bound volumes
of the Herald issues published
during this period were lost when
the office and plant were
completely destroyed by fire on
Aug. 28, 1897,

When the Herald's print shop
was set up again with new press,
type and other equipment, it was
located in the single-story portion
of the Stone Block on Virginia
Street about 180 feet south of

Hazel.

While the Herald's shop was
being reestablished, the newspaper
was printed in the Chico Record
plant.

The the Herald resumed publi-
cation "at home" on Nov. 20, 1897
with William Davis Burleson as
editor and manager. Burleson had
come to work for the newspaper
on Oct. 23.

The Herald was forced to leave
its 543-587 Virginia Street loca-
tion after the newspaper's off-set
web press had been knocked out of
alignment by the Aug. 1, 1975
Oroville earthquake.

The former Mills Construction
Co. office and warehouse at 630
Washington Street was acquired
for the Herald's new office and
plant.

This building, which had been
erected during the summer of
1961, was extensively remodelled
to accommodate the Herald's
operations before the newspaper
moved in on July 2, 1976.

lost in a fire.

communities.)

A Special Thank You...

Bob Johnson of Colusa, who considers himself a
student of local history, is responsible for the stories and
photo editing of this special Burleson Centennial Edition.
Bob has many years experience in newspapering,
including The Oroville Mercury-Register under Dan
Beebe, The Colusa Sun-Herald under Wilmer Brill, and
The Gridley Herald until his retirement from
newspapering three years ago to devote his time to
research and writing history.

He also found time in his career to serve as Colusa
City Clerk and Colusa City Councilman.

His special interest is the history of railroads in the
Sacramento Valley, and their contribution to the
development of the small towns they touched.

The detail of his articles show his love for the job. He
spent many hours of his own time in libraries that
contained old newspaper files and other records,
researching the missing years of The Herald that were

Without him we could not have gotten this special
edition published. Bob, all of us at The Herald want you
to know how much we appreciate you.

—Bill Burleson, friend and publisher

(Johnson and Burleson plan to produce a book based on
the research material Johnson has gathered in preparing this
special editionl 1t will be'in greater detail and cover more |
history about the influence of small newspapers on their |
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Newspaper venture...

(Continued from page 3B)

ever amount 1o anything as a busi-
ness center.”

In spite of, or perhaps because
of, his aggressive, no-nonsense ap-
proach to conducting the Gridley
Herald, Reed was able to keep his
newspaper from failing.

There were difficult times,
however. For example, he often
had to "trade accounts with ad-
vertisers to get his bills paid.
This involved his writing off on
an advertiser's account with the

newspaper a like amount that the
advertiser was willing to write
off on Reed's account with that
business.

Also, Reed had to invite readers
who were behind on their $3 an-
nual subscriptions to pay up with
produce or something else he
needed if they could not do so
with cash. On one occasion, he
asked delinguent subscribers to
"bring us a tier or two of stove
wood or a headerbed of hay" to

Congratulations Bill
from all of us at

The Crossroads Restaurant

484 Hwy 99 » Gridley * 846-6574
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Since 1913, when our organization began as
Kipp Abstract Company, our founders
promised to provide the best service to the
Real Estate Industry. Now 85 years later with
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UOR Round'lhblePizza

Round Table History
The first Round Table restaurant was opened
in 1959 by William R. Larson starting with an
old English theme. Larson established his new
concept restaurant in Menlo Park, California.
Three years later he began franchising the

concept.

Today, Round Table is the nation's largest
pizza chain, with 568 restaurants in nine
western states and restaurants in Japan,
Taiwan, Philippines, Korea, and Indonesa.

During Round Table's 30 years of serving
pizza, one important fact has remained
constant: consumers recognize Round Table as
offering a consistantly superior pizza product.
Indeed, unswerving commitments to quality and
service to guests are the mainstay of Round
Table's operational and marketing efforts.

In 1990 Round Table's commitment to quality
was reinforced and its dedication to service was
expanded through an internal campaign
focusing on "Quality, Service and Cleanliness"

1548 Hwy. 99 » Gridley
846-6264

satisfy their accounts. "We need
both," he said.

When Reed began publishing the
Herald, he was using what, in the
trade, was referred to as "patent
outsides.” This meant that the
supplier of the paper he bought at
a nominal cost had pre-printed
pages one and four using ads it had
solicited and usually stale general
news stories.

Reed's contemporaries in the
newspaper business deemed it a
mark of progress and prosperity
when, in April, 1886, he was able
to abandon this practice and print
his newspaper entirely "at home."

Another milestone was reached
in May, 1888 when Reed was able
to buy a new, faster "power
press." The paper was still hand
fed but the press had a drum
cylinder that made the
impressions after carrying the
paper o the bed which held the
page forms,

Its power was generated by a
small stationary steam boiler and
engine located outside his print
shop. Its power was transmitted
to the press by an arrangement of
jack shafts and belts.

All the long hours of hard
work caught up with Charles
Neff Reed during the latter part
of 1890. He contracted a
respiratory problem that his
fellow publishers described as
"consumption” but he refused to
believe that he had that dread
disease,

Reed was only 42 years old
when he died on June 9, 1891 at
Colfax, where he had gone with
his wife, Katie, in a final attempt
to recoup his health.

Reed's death was mourned by
his contemporaries with tributes
that indicate he had achieved the
goals he outlined for the Herald

Gridley, Biggs,

when he introduced his newspaper
to the community.

Watson Chalmers, veteran edi-
tor of the Chico Daily Enterprise,
testified that "it is to his press,
his pen and his energy that
Gridley owes her prominence as a
town in the Sacramento Valley."

Joseph M. Coffman, editor of
the Biggs Argus agreed that "it is
owing almost entirely to his ef-
forts that Gridley has grown to
its present prominence."

Unlike some newspaper wid-
ows—for example, Mrs. Ed. B.
Price of the Oroville Mercury and
later Mrs. Will S. Green of the
Colusa Sun—Katie Reed chose not
to become publisher and editor of
the Herald after her husband died.

Instead, she sold the Herald to
a stock company formed by
farmers and businessmen in the
Biggs-Gridley-Live Oak area. She
was paid $2,000 for the
newspaper. This was "more than
its worth,” another potential
buyer told the Marysville
Democrat at the time,

The Gridley Publishing Com-
pany took charge of the Herald on
Dec. 1, 1891,

Katie Reed, who was left with
two small sons to raise—Harry
who was eight years old and
Thomas Dana who was six—was
plagued by tragedy twice more in
1891. Her residence at the south
east comer of Sycamore and Ver-
mont Streets burned to the ground
on the night of Nov. 19. Then, on
the day after Christmas, Harry
died of diphtheria.

T. D. Reed grew to manhood,
became an attorney and practiced
law in Virginia and Oregon. He
also was an attorney in Gridley
for 13 years before his tragic
death in an automobile accident on
Jan, 8, 1928.

Live Oak

In 1877 Gridley

Wharton's store St
wide variety of gol

Some idea of the wide range of
merchandise carried by a general
store in Gridley during the 1870s
is given by an advertisement H. C.
Wharton & Bro, placed in the
Oroville Mercury on March 23,
1877.

In those days businesses used
their ads to tell the public the
types of goods and services they
offered rather than to extoll the
specific prices of their "sale"
items as many advertisers do

today.
However, in its single column
Mercury ad, this Gridley

merchant proclaimed that "in
soliciting the patronage of our
friends and the public generally,
we would say that our aim will
be to constantly keep on hand the
VERY BEST OF GOODS!"

The last four words of this
statement were in bold face type,
centered on a separate line, and
followed by the assurance that the
firm's prices were such "that will
convince all that 'THE BEST IS
THE CHEAPEST."

H. C. Wharton & Bro. also
boasted that "being up with the
times," it would "sell goods as
low as the same can be purchased
in the valley along the line of the
railroad."

AL the top of its ad the firm
called attention to the fact that
the Gridley Post Office was lo-
cated in its store building, Also,
the ad stated that the company
would offer its "general assort-
ment of merchandise” at both
wholesale and retail.

In listing examples of its stock,
the firm said it carried the latest

shades of dress 80
muslins, sheetings, .
fancy goods, parasck
ladies and misses ™
boy's clothing, books
hats and capes.

The ad said the S0
and toilet articles
paints, oils, vamISh
tinware; kerosen¢ 0"
chimneys; and |:KJW‘r

In its departme®
"choice family groce™
stated it would al¥¥
hand such items 2 %
sugars and spices; 1™
flour and meal; %
quegnsware; and s
gars.

The listing of me
concluded with a 3
the firm had "all
ticles kept in a
STORE!" Again, €3
words were in bold ¥
tered on a separate I

The ad also adﬂ”d
the "highest market £
be paid by the sior® 3
other country p :

Also, readers W&
“any article wanted ©
in the store will b¢*
customers." .

The firm's advert™
ture to attract CUS
have paid off han®™e
company was able 5
struction of a bric® 4
Gridley later that Y=

It was located at "
corner of Hazel 8"
Streets.

Area farmers bought the Herald in 1

For more than 16 years, the
Gridley Herald was owned by a
corporation originally organized
by 37 farmers and agri-business-
men from the Biggs, Gridley and
Live Oak areas.

Many were members of the
Butte County Farmers Alliance
and Industrial Union when they
formed the Gudley Publishing
Company to acquire the Hérafd‘
Dec. 1, 1891.

The Alliance was the organiza-
tion that gave rise to the People's
or, as it was better known, Pop-
ulist Party. It represented farm-
ers and laborers who were dissat-
isfied with economic conditions
and wanted some radical changes
made, not the least of which was
curtailment of immigration into
the United States.

Because so many of the Gridley
Publishing Company's officers and
shareholders were active in the
Alliance movement, other news-
papers in the area immediately as-
sumed that the Herald would be-
come an organ for that organiza-
tion,

This perception was created be-
cause, for example, George
Thresher was president of the Gri-
dley Publishing Company as well
as the Butte County Farmers Al-
liance

Additionally, George D. Wick-
man, the county business agent for
the Alliance, was treasurer of the
new company. James Myers was

secretary for both organizations,
And Daniel Streeter, a director of
the publishing company, was
county treasurer for the Farmers
Alliance.

However, the Herald's new
management insisted that the
newspaper would not give prefer-
ence to the Alliance and pledged
that its columns would be open to
the views of all political parties.

The new owners also assured
the Herald's readers that each of
the political parties active in
California at that time would be
represented on the company's
board of directors.

"Democratic, Republican, Peo-
ple's, Prohibition [and] American
organizations are each accorded
one man to look after their
interests," they said.

Charles L. King, who was hired
as the Herald's first editor and
manager under the new ownership,
had long been a Republican. He
also promised that the Herald
would be "independent in the
strongest sense.”

King declared that "the good
works of parties and individuals,
irrespective of race, creed or na-
tionality, will receive just recog-
nition."

He emphasized this enlightened
attitude further by pointing out
that "our national Constitution
grants equal rights to Jew and
Gentile; to the black man and the
white."

The staff of the

THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY ~7shot the

sheritt, but |
 did not shoot '
| the doputy...

| —magea i L7 |

Arson strikes Hamilton City again

Sheriff cites non-existent state policy, kicks state arson investigator e‘f_m

offers sincere thanks
to our exclusive printer
— The Gridley Herald —
for seven years of
consistent quality,
careful service,
patience and generally
good humor

Chico Record Co-Publisher
Charles H. Deuel would later re-
call that the farmer owners
"conducted the paper, not for
profit, but because they wanted to
render a service (o their commu-
nity."

Deuel, who is best remembered
for his long career as an Assem-
blyman and then State Senator
from Butte County, worked for
nearly two years as editor and
manager of the Herald during the
farmer-owner period. This was
before he and V. C. Richards took
over the Record on April 2, 1897.

In recalling his experience on
the Herald at that time, Deuel
also pointed out that the period
was a difficult one, financially, in
Gridley and sometimes the news-
paper failed to at least break even.
"Occasionally the stockholders
had a special meeting to assess
themselves for a deficit, which
they did cheerfully," he said.

When the Gridley Publishing
Company was formed, its articles
of incorporation provided that the
company would be capitalized for
$5,000 divided into 500 shares of
$10 par value.

Only 200 shares had been sub-
scribed when the articles were
filed. This was enough to raise
the $2,000 purchase price the cor-
poration paid for the Herald.

Thresher, Wickman, Streeter
and Ed Fagan each subscribed for
20 shares, $200 worth, which

made them the larg”
stockholders. o
Thos. B. Hutehy
Thresher, T. B. (1%
Block, R. M, Bets
Traynor and Ernest '
$100 each into the ¢
P. W. Miller subst
shares and five eac
William Spenc&.
and Block & Bo
Three shares
scribed for by J
Jacob Schorr. T.
F. H. Cliffm
Wilkerson each
Seventeen men
and received one SH&
company. They
J. Bigelow, J. W i
Lynch, Philip Hetn®
Ed Schermer, Fred
Heninger, Frank J. 10
Foster, W. E. Pe%
Woodruff, C. N. B
Lewis, L. F, Moul® 1
Scott. o
Thresher, MyePd
Hutchins and Georg® §
composed the first ¥4
tors, Streeter a5 'y
Biggs and Hutc[uﬁ_’_
Central House dist™g
three directors were 4
Before the end of ¢
the corporation ha® &
quired by S. J. NI*Z
Galbreath, E. J. K
Luther. E. B, Mo
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YDITOR SUGGESTED THE PLAZA PARK—Gridiey
Suggestion made by Charles H. Deuel when he was editor and manager of the Gridley
This is indicated by a news item from the Sept. 2, 1895 edition of the Herald that

the town....

Mark Hopkins to build the portion
of their Central Pacific Railroad
from the California state line to
its initial junction with the Union
Pacific at Promontory Summit in
Utah. It was also used, along
with a later successor, the Pacific
Improvement Company, to build
the CP's rail line ‘to the Oregon
border.

. Toward the end of June, 1870
rail and other material were being
forwarded for the construction of
side tracks at Gridley, Biggs and
other locations along the new

road. The "switch at Gridley's |

Station" was constructed during

mid-July," the Marysville Daily

Standard indicated.

By this time, Strobridge's Chi-
nese laborers had completed the
track to Nelson. The C&O oper-
ated its first passenger lrain to
that point on the evening of May
29, 1870. Regular service began
the following day. Travelers were
met at Nelson by stage coaches
which they rode on the final leg of
their journey to Chico.

The entire trip from Marysville
required nearly four hours. The
total fare one-way was $5. The
railroad ticket to Nelson cost $2
and the stage company added $3 a
person to carry passengers the rest
of the way to Chico.

The San Francisco and Alameda
Railroad paymaster's car, which
the Central Pacific had inherited
when it acquired that line, was
sent to Nelson to serve as a tem-
porary depot. The Marysville
Standard related that the car had
been modified to provide "a ticket
office, telegraph office and cozy
salon for waiting passengers.”

A "wye" had been laid at Nelson
1o turn the train's locomotive so it
would not have to run tender-first
in pulling its consist back to
Marysville. Construction of a 50-

's Town Plaza appears to have re-
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footed Southern Pacific locomotive, No. 1459, has arrived at
Gridley with a special train packed with visitors who came for the

foot long freight warchouse there
was soon underway.

By mid-June a freight train was
also put on between Marysville
and Nelson and soon revenue loads
were being carried to and from the
end of the line as well as inter-
mediate points.

Also, freight agents were oul
making arrangements with farmers
to have them use the railroad for
hauling their grain to Marysville,
Sacramento and San Francisco, It
would not be long before the
Marysville newspapers would be
reporting freight trains arriving in
that city with 10 to 20 cars loaded
with wheat on ils way to market.

the Sutter County Farmer, a Yuba City newspaper. It states: "Gridley is going to

N ¢

X 0n the railroad reservation as several enterprising young men have ably seconded
Herald and offers of help have been secured from several quarters." Therefore it is

that the park was renamed Nick Daddow Plaza in memory of another highly
. &time editor of the Herald.
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tumed ont that one was always a
resident of Biggs and the other
lived in Gridley,

This was fair enough, but a rub
developed when it came 10 the of-
fice of road overseer, a position
charged with building and main-
taining the roads in the township.

Since Biggs was more populous
than Gridley, its voters could dic-
tate the person who would be
elected to the road overseer job.
That caused a big rub which fi-
nally resulted in division of the
township in 1880.

Gridleyans complained that "a
vast proportion of the road money
allotted to [Hamilton] township
has been for years expended in im-
proving the thoroughfares center-
ing at Biggs," the Oroville Mer-
cury explained on Feb. 27, 1880
when their petition to split off
the southern part of the township
was to be taken up by the board of
supervisors.

At the same time, Gridley par-
tisans alleged that "the highways
connecling their settlement with
the outside world have been will-
fully ignored and neglected,” the
Mercury added in an article head-
lined "Division War." They said
that as a result "brush was grow-
ing in the roads” that served their
town.

Biggs residents responded that
this was not the case and they ex-
pected to be able to prove their
argument, the newspaper said.

The Mercury added that it did
not believe Biggs had used its

ad fuss divided township

majority vote to always elect a
road overseer "with the view of
wronging Gridley." However, the
newspaper suggesied that the
problem should be solved by ro-
tating the office of road overseer
between the two communities,

The petition asking that a new
Gridley Township be created was
submitted with 112 signatures,
according 0 an item in the
Marysville Appeal. Biggs filed a
"remonstrance” that was signed by
131 persons who objected to the
proposition,

After hearing the arguments
from both sides at its Feb, 27
meeting, the board of supervisors
postponed making a decision until
the following August when the
Gridley petition was granted:

"The feeling between the two
sections became very bitter and it
was thought best, in order to
smooth the troubled waters, to
divide the township,” the Oroville
Mercury explained.

The Mercury described the di-
viding ling as "commencing on the
Feather River al a point on
Feather River known as Burt's
Ferry and running west about two
miles, thence north 10 the section
line between section 19 and 30,
thence west to Butte Creek”

The new Gridley Township
would be "the wealthiest town-
ship in the county," the Mercury
added. "The people claim that
they will take greal pains in
keeping their roads in good condi-
tion."

A month after service to Nelson
commenced, the rails had been
spiked down on the roadbed into
Chico and the first passenger train
had arrived on June 28, 1870. It
was a special carrying Crocker, CP
General Superintendent A. N.
Towne, Division Superintendent F,
W. Bowen and other railroad offi-
cials and invited guests, including
John Bidwell, Chico's founder and
most eminent citizen.

The work of building the C&0
to Chico was officially declared
finished on July 2, 1870 and the
line was turned over to the rail-
road's operating department on
that date. -

However, Chico celebrated com-
pletion of the C&O as part of its
Fourth of July festivities that
year, A special 10-car excursion
train with a special $1.50 round-
trip fare was run from Marysville
for the occasion.

On the same day, regular passen-
ger service was inaugurated, This
consisted of an “express’ (rain
which operated daily and a combi-
nation passenger and freight train
that ran every day except Sunday.

CP used the term "accommoda-
tigntraig" for those it operated
with "mixed” consists of freight
cars and one or two passenger
coaches,  The Marysville Standard
assured its readers that the coaches

sl U R s

IN THE GLORY DAYS OF STEAM RAILROADING—A fleet-  Cannery Picnic held here annually beginning in 1896, The

el

Lol

Rogers-built 4-4-0 had 69-inch diameter drivers. Its number is on

the tender, indicating the photo

on these trains were "as good as
any in use on the road and the con-
ductors as gentlemanly as any."

The regular fare for the 43-mile
trip from Marysville to Chico
was $3.

Meanwhile, the work needed to
establish the station at Gridley as
a shipping point was not being ne-
glected. The first freight reported
to have been sent from here to
Marysville was three carloads of
hay on July 31, 1870. Soon after,
the Marysville papers recorded
shipments of hogs, grain and oak
fire wood.

A diminutive depot, which
would serve the town until 1893,
was finally erected at Gridley in
mid-August, 1870. It was situ-
ated on the east side of the tracks
just south of Hazel Street.

The interior partition wall of
this original station building, with
its "graffiti" consisting of signa-
tures of pioneer residents, has been
preserved within a rebuilt exte-
rior,
freight platform, is now located in
Manuel Vierra Municipal Park on
the south end of Washington
Street. :

A post office was established in
Gridley- on- Sept. 22, 1870. - The
first postmaster was L. C. Stone,
who had moved his store from a
point near the Sutter County line

The structure, minus its '

was made before 1916.

1o the new townsite. On March 1,
1871, Stone was appointed the
railroad's first agent here.

Early descriptions of Gridley
portray the original townsite as si-
tuated amid the oak forest which
extended along the west side of
the Feather River from the rail-
road bridge about two miles north
of Marysville all the way to Grid-
ley.

The clearing of these trees to
provide farmsteads and to open
streets and create town building
lots no doubt accounted for the
frequent reports of oak fire wood
being shipped to Marysville.
Often there would be two to four
carloads of fire wood at a time
sent o that city where it brought
$7 a cord.

In describing a trip to Gridley,
“the first way-station to Chico,"
in June, 1871, a correspondent for
ge Marysville Appeal related

at:

"The ride by rail, after crossing
Feather River, is through the wild
oaks, with here and there an open-
ing. Every acre, however, is set-
tled upon, and now and then a
field of barley or wheat bursts .
upon one's view as the locomotive
steams along, indicating plainly
the owner's gradual improvement
in clearing and cutting away brush
and stump."
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(L to R) Curt Engen, Owner; Hume Dickie, Sales; Jeffrey Unck, Saes;
Tom Winterstein, Owner; and Steve Rubie, Sales
We are proud to have played a supportive
role in the development of our community.
Marking our 40th Year, we look
forward to many more.
We wish to congratulate Bill Burleson
and family on the occasion of their
Centennial Anniversary.

Ford

Quality Ford Sales - Service - Parts
Hwy 99E at Spruce Street in Gridley * 846-4724

MERCURY
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William Davis Burleson....

(Continued from page 1B)

ble proposition.

Because he saw the need for bet-
ter fire protection, he helped in-
stigate incorporation of the town
as 4 city in 1905 and soon after
pushed for construction of a mu-
nicipal water system.

He was the first to advocate
that the new city purchase Grid-
ley's private electric system after
its owner, Robert F. Beebee, had
been accidentally electrocuted.
This was accomplished in 1910
after voters approved a $17,500
bond issue to pay for the utility.

cMarnsion
Antiques
Fit For A
Mansion..
Priced to
Fit your
Budget

TRY US!

654 Plumas St.
Yuba City
751-7880

And, when new schools were
needed, he strongly recom-
mended—sometimes in vain—the
voter approval of the bond issues
required to build them.

Burleson was a kindly and com-
passionate man. Nevertheless,
like the Herald's founder, Charles
Neff Reed, he had the courage of
his convictions even though they
might be unpopular with a power-
ful element in the community.

He was a leader in the unsuc-
cessful fight to close the five sa-
loons in Gridley under local op-
tion laws before national prohibi-
tion was enacted.

And he kept up his campaign
even after he was administered a
severe beating on Jan, 22, 1912 by
an individual who, it was alleged,
had been encouraged to attack him
by the saloon element.

Throughout his career as editor
and manager and later as publisher
of the Herald, Burleson placed a
strong emphasis on covering the
daily happenings in Gridley,
Biggs, Live Oak and surrounding
areas.

"The world may be in the throes
of trouble, but the things that in-
terest us are the things that affect
us personally,” he pointed out in
explaining his philosophy.

“This is why a country newspa-
per can exist," he said, "The little
stuff that tells about the people
we know interests us a lot more
than important and better written
stories about kings and potentates
and other folks away off some-
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where."

He also believed that a newspa-
per had a duty to print all the
news. "A newspaper is one of the
utilities of a community and per-
forms a function that should be as
regular and thorough as that of
any other," he said.

"A newspaper owes certain

things to its readers who pay for
it with the implied understanding
that it shall print the news, and if
it fails to do so, the people who
pay for the service are, in a mea-
sure, defrauded.”

William Davis Burleson was
born on March 25, 1870 in
Hanover Township in Jackson
County, Michigan. He was the
only surviving child of Charles
Asa and Cyrena Jane Burleson,

His parents eked out a meagre
living on a "10-acre rock-riddled
farm." His father supplemented
the family's income as a laborer
on other farms in the area at a
time when a dollar a day was a
good wage for this type of work.

Not content to spend his life
that way, young Burleson dropped
out of high school at age 17 to
begin leaming the printing busi-
ness. However, he would never
lose the urge to follow agricul-
tural pursuits.

He found a job as a "printer's
devil” and worked for wages as
low as 50 cents a day doing
menial chores while learning to
hand set type, make up forms and
operate a press. He moved from
shop to shop and even went on a
"tramp" that took him into
Indiana.

In those days it usually required
an apprenticeship of four to six
years to become a good printer.
However, Burleson learned fast.
He was still but 20 years old
when a friend, Henry M. Prau,
who was a veteran printer, invited
him to be his partner in
publishing a new paper, the
Dundee Hawkeye, in Illinois just
west of Chicago.

After two years in Dundee,
Burleson sold his interest in the
Hawkeye and came to California
where he worked for five months
for a commercial printing house in
Sacramento. When he left on
Aug. 13, 1892, he was given a let-
ter of recommendation that de-

Jscri‘bodhimas"anablemdefﬁ-‘
. cient job printer" and attegied #hat

he was "honest, sober and reli-
able."

Burleson was headed back to
southern Michigan where he
would establish a newspaper of
his own, the North Adams Advo-
cate, in Hillsdale County. How-
ever, he detoured to Dundee to
marry his first wife, Frances Eve-
line Brace, a native of Chicago, on

;s? 1 nl'

4

_]‘

per.

Oct. 1, 1892.

To their union would be bom
six children, four of whom lived
to adulthood. Two boys, Am-
brose Lee and Charles Ray, were
born in North Adams on Aug. 20,
1893 and Sept. 10, 1895, respec-
tively.

Four girls were born in
Gridley: Edith Leone on Dec. 25,
1897, Maud Lucille on March 30,
1900, Lois May on May 6, 1902
and Dorothy Helen on May 10,
1903.

Maud Lucille succumbed to
spinal meningitis on July 14,
1901. Lois May lived but eight
weeks,

A health problem forced
Burleson to sell the North Adams
Advocate and come to California
again, He was suffering from a
respiratory problem thought to be
tuberculosis and he returned to
this state on the advice of his
physician who thought the warm
climate here would benefit his
condition,

In April, 1897, the family vis-
ited Burleson's maternal uncle,
Cyrenus J. Burdick, who farmed
near Durham.

Democrat. He worked for that
newspaper until he was hired by
the Gridley Publishing Company.

"Mr. Burleson is a newspaper--

man of experience and a spicy
writer who will bring the Herald
up to date," the Democrat said in
announcing his departure from

Marysville,

Burleson then '
found a job with the Marysville -

The staff at

Bremer Hardware

Salutes Bill Burlesbnﬁ&-Family
for 100 years of service &
dedication to the community

Bremer Hardware

Legendary Service Since 1940

1012 Hazel St. « Downtown Gridley
Monday - Saturday 7 am to 6 pm
Sunday 9am 3 pm

THE SIMPLEX TYPESETTING MACHINE—The Gridley
Herald's first automated typesetting machine, the Simplex, was
acquired in 1905 after W. H. Gilstrap leased the newspaper. This
machine evolved from the typesetter developed by the Thorne
Manufacturing Company in Connecticut during the late 1880s at
about the same time Oftmar Mergenthaler was working on his
typecasting machine, the Linotype. The Simplex used individual
pieces of foundry type for each letter and required two printers to
operate. However, this machine competed successfully with the
Linotype which some publishers, as late as 1894, considered to be
"t0o delicate in workmanship and expensive in price."

THE HERALD'S PRINTING PLANT IN 1908—This scene inside the Gridley Herald®’
plant on Virginia Street in 1908 was typicnl of small town print shops at that time, "
Burleson is standing at the left. He is standing in front of the cases that held the ™
that was still in use. Each letter was a separate piece of type and had its individual comt
the case. The big roller at the right is part of the press that was used to pull "proofs”
before the type was placed into a metal chase and made up into a page form for printing "

Three years after Burleson came
to Gridley the urge to go farming
again prompted him to accept an
offer to act as superintendent of
T. B. Hutchins' extensive orchard
operations in the Central House
district.

By this time, he had already
gained a reputation as a "live
newspaperman” and an "able edi-
tor" among his colleagues in this
area.

"Under his management, the
Herald has been one of the best
country weeklies in the state," the
Chico Enterprise said, for exam-
pled. "Mr. Burleson has made an
excellent editor and the Herald
will find it hard to replace him,"
the Oroville Register agreed.

Don B. Robb, who was publish-
ing the Butte County Times, a
weekly newspaper in Honcut,
helped fill the Herald's editorial
chair temporarily until a successor
to Burleson could be hired. ' Robb
would later return to establish
the Gridley Globe, a d.axly news-
paper, in 1906. -

C. E. Bickley became the Har
ald's new editor afid
Dec!'24, 1900, 'HE”}M“M
working 'as foréman of the Sutter
Independent, a newspaper pub-
lished in Yuba City,  Prior to
that, he had been a typesetter on
Yuba City's other newspaper, the.
Sutter 'County Farmer, and had
worked for other Northern Cali-
fornia newspapers. © '

Burleson and his family re-
turned to Gridley 'from' Central
House in May, 1901 and with the
edition of Nov. 23, he resumed his
place as editor and manager of the
Herald.

He remained in full charge of
the newspaper until it was leased
on Jan, 16, 1905 to Willis Hardy
Gilstrap, who was then
publishing the Tulare County
News in Visalia. He had farmed
in that county for 28 years and
had been in the newspaper business
13 years.

Gilstrap would also be local
sales manager for the California
Irrigated Land Company which
had been incorporated on Dec. 8,
1904 to start developing the Grid-
ley Colonies. Some of this com-
pany's principal stockholders were
also involved in the corporation
that was formed in February,
1903 to build the Butte County
Canal.

Construction of the 23-mile-
long canal began on Aug. 19, 1904
and its completion as far as Grid-
ley was celebrated on June 9,
1905. It was said at the time that
the canal had the capacity to con-
vey water for irrigating 240,000
acres of land.

The potential for population
and business growth as a result of
the canal project attracted the
Herald's first competitor to
Gridley.

This newspaper was the Semi-
Weekly Advance which issued its
first edition on Aug. 22, 1904. It
was owned by Horace Mann who
previously had been publishing the
Oroville Journal in connection
with his commercial printing shop
in that city,

In anticipation of this competi-

tion, Burleson begd’
Herald twice a
1904. However, "
leased the paper, B¢
publication only 0n¢
Mann sold his p*=
ing equipment to D8
Callum in January, 4
lum, who was "
County's court rePg
one time been city ©
Willows Journal.
He had also
reviving the lm
Thomas R. Flzmllll
initiated in 1889 ¥
the Feather River -.;
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in a news item inviting Gridleyans
to visit the newspaper's office to
see the machine at work.

With Gridley beginning to
show signs of growth as a result
of the Butte County Canal and the
success of the farmland
subdivisions, another newspaper

ing. was attracted to the community.
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This was the Gridley Globe
which was started by Don B.
Robb in October, 1906 as a
weekly. Robb was a veteran
printer and editor who had
published the Butte County Times
in Honcut since mid-March, 1897,

He also had served several

"terms as justice of the peace in

Honcut and later would be justice
of the peace in Gridley for a little
over two 5

On Nov. 17, 1906, Robb con-
verted the Globe into a daily
newspaper that was issued Mon-
day through Saturday. He also
moved the Times to Gridley and
printed it each week from type
picked up from the Globe's daily
editions.

Robb set up his first printing
plant here in a building on the
north side of Hazel Street east of
Ohio Street. In 1912 he moved to
a building he had built that year
on the west side of Virginia
Street north of Hazel,

Although the Globe cut into
the Herald's revenues to a certain
exient, it appears to never have
been more than a nuisance to the
Herald during most of the years
the daily was published here by
Robb.

However, Burleson and Robb
would have their differences from
time to time. During their carly
years of competition, Burleson
was still Republican in his poli-
tics and Robb, who had been a
Populist, was active in
Democratic Party affairs.

The two publishers would take
opposite sides on a number of lo-
cal issues as well. Burleson was a
"dry" while Robb supported the

"wet" side during the battles here
over whether Gridley's saloons
should be closed under local op-
tion laws.

When many local residents be-
came disgusted with the
seemingly endless courthouse
removal fights between Chico and
Oroville, Robb in 1920 advocated
splitting off south Butte County
and annexing it to Sutter County,
Burleson refused to go along and
nothing came of the proposal,

Robb supported reopening the
Feather River to steamboat navi-
gation. from Marysville to
Oroville. Burleson strongly ob-
jected to the plan, He pointed out
that, under federal law, the river-
boats would have first priority to
the water in the river, This, he

warned, would severely curtail P

irrigation diversions in dry years,

On occasion, Robb received
merited praise from Burleson
when, as postmaster, he made
significant improvements in Grid-
ley's postal service.

Robb was first appointed post-
master by President Woodrow
Wilson in 1917 and served until
his commission expired at the end
of 1920. After Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt was elected present, Robb
became postmaster again on Dec.
17, 1934 and served until his
death on July 14, 1936.

The competition provided by the
Gridley Daily Globe did not deter
Burleson from purchasing the
Herald on May 1, 1908. On that
date, he acquired the interests in
the newspaper and its equipment
then held by both the Gridley
Publishing Company and the Irri-
gated Land Company of Califor-
nia,

The first change he made was to
resume publication twice a week.
The Herald has been a semi-
weekly ever since.

Burleson's first wife, Francis,
died on July 14, 1909 following
surgery in a San Francisco hospi-
tal. She was only 35 years old.

Left with four small children
to raise, he married a widow,
Jessie Viola Christian, on July 26,

h&y Vs
p
ARADE—-WIM may have been a Pioneer Day pa-

r} Gri"Y the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
| ! Hotel at the corner of Hazel and Virginia

1911, A school teacher, she was
born on March 30, 1876 on a
ranch eight miles west of Gridley.
She was the eldest daughter of
Mr. and Mrs, Jesse V, Hobson.

She had returned to Gridley
with her two young sons, Bounds
and Russell, after her first hus-
band, Russell Field Christian,
died in San Francisco in 1906.

After buying the Herald,
Burleson continued to assist
Gilstrap who had formed the Gri-
dley Land and Irrigation Com-
pany, and other developers of
farmland subdivisions here.
Burleson went into the real estate
business, himself, on Jan. 29,
1910.

This activity he conducted ini-
tially under the name Gridley
Herald Real Estate Bureau. In
addition to selling farm land and
city properties, he was, at one
time or another, the salés agent
for the United Brethren Church
Addition, the Parkside Addition
and the Serviss Tract,

He also bought land in the
Colonies and eéngaged in farming
again, but this time as a sideline.
He produced a prize-winning crop
of Walton variety peaches in 1923
on 3.17 acres of his 40-acre parcel
on Obermeyer Avenue,

He was also a deputy county
horticultural commissioner for
more than 20 years, He was ap-
pointed to the "on call” position
in 1910. His duties involved
checking for disease the fruit
trees, vines and shrubs received by
local farmers or shipped by local
nurseries.

All the while, Burleson did not
neglect his newspaper. The sup-
plemental income probably made
it possible to continually improve
his printing plant until he could
boast that "the Herald can claim
to be one of the best equipped
country newspaper offices in the
northern part of the state."

His first major step in expand-
ing his production facilitics came
in May, 1912 when he bought a
Mergenthaler Model No. 5 Lino-
type. This machine enabled one
operator to do the work of four
men setting type by hand.

Unlike the Simplex, which used
pre-manufactured type, the Lino-
type cast lines of new type on a
"slug" as needed from molten
metal kept melted in a "pot" on
the machine. The metal used was
an alloy of lead, tin and
antimony.

Brass molds that were carried in
a magazine on the machine were
released and assembled into a line
before being cast. Special spacers
were inserted to automatically
justify each line to fit the width
needed before the casting took
lace.

The finished lines of letters
were ready to be placed in the
newspaper's page form. After the
newspaper was printed, the type
was melted down and the metal
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used again to cast new lines of
type.

Burleson upgraded the Herald's
production capacity again in July
1923 by trading in the Model 5
Linotype on a new Model 14,

Unlike the Model 5, which
mounted only one magazine of
molds at a time, the Model 14
carried "three magazines of full
size and an additional or
'auxiliary' magazine," he ex-
plained.

Burleson almost branched out
10 publlsh a newspaper in Biggs
by acquiring the Sunshine Valley
News there after it had suspended
publication in May, 1916.

T. F. Loughran had announced
that the May 26 edition of the
News would be its last. How-
ever, before he could print the fi-
nal issue, his printing plant in
Biggs was destroyed in a fire that
broke out at 1:30 a.m. on May 25.
The loss was estimated at $6,000
with only about a third covered
by insurance.

Shortly after, Loughran sold
what was left of his newspaper
business, its subscription list and
good will to Burleson who
printed the News for several
weeks in the Herald plant in
Gridley, Then he sold the
newspaper to Frank Green of
Berkeley. Green changed the
paper's name to the Biggs Blade.
His first edition came out on July
18, 1916.

Although Burleson had cut
short his formal schooling to go
to work, his studies never ceased.
He was an avid reader and his in-
terests were not limited to poli-
tics and current affairs. His life-
long quest for knowledge took
him from ancient history and
classical literature to the natural
and physical sciences.

At his home in Gridley, he
amassed a book collection that
wasregardedas "one of the best in
the community." It not only in-
cluded "hundreds of novels of the
day" but also "several sets of en-
cyclopedias, complete histories of
France, England and the United
States, [and] treatises on astron-
omy, ornithology [and] botany."

He frequently drew from these
sources to write knowledgeable
editorial essays on topics taken
from these disciplines as well as
to give perspective to his com-
ment$ bR current issues,  His
knowledge of astronomy led. to
his being invited to speak on this
subject, both in local schools, and
before community organizations,

In addition, he also developed a
talent for writing poetry. Some
of his poems appeared in the Her-
ald and a booklet of his poems
was privately published.

When Burleson arrived in Grid-
ley to first take charge of the
Herald, he came with letters from
Republican  politicians  in
Michigan testifying to his
impeccable status as a member of
that party.

W. D. BURLESON'S FIRST WIFE—William Davis Burleson is
shown with his first wife, Frances Eveline, who died on June 14,
1909. They were married in Dundee, Ilinois on Oct. 1, 1892
after Burleson returned from a brief sojourn in California ear-

lier that year.

Here he worked with the pro-
gressive wing of the Republican
Party which, under Hiram John-
son's leadership, broke the South-
ern Pacific Railroad's hold on
California politics and brought
about enactment of numerous re-
form measures, including the
right of initiative, referendum and
recall,

Burleson strongly supported
giving women in California the
right to vote during the campaign
that led to enactment of this mea-
sure at a special statewide election
held on Oct, 10, 1911,

His activities with the progres-
sive movement in California led
him to register to vote as a mem-

ber of the Progressive Party after-

it was organized. However, dur-
ing his years as owner of the Her-
ald, he expressed views were all
over the political spectrum. It
was as if he were "thinking out
loud” as he went along in writing
his editorials in which his readers
always could find much "food for
thought."

Burleson at one time even saw
merit in some of the measures ad-
vocated by the Socialist Party.
But afier he witnessed how the
Bolshevists put their brand of s0-
cialism into practice in Russia, he
became an ardent anti-communist.

He initially welcomed Roo-
sevelt's election as president and
early on supported his policies to
pull the country out of the Great
Depression. However, some the

New Deal programs soon gave
him cause for alarm.

He particularly worried about
the future of "popular govern-
ment" because of "the delegation
of unprecedented powers to the
President by Congress." He also
expressed his fear that "the future
promises a great increase in so-
called paternalism in our govern-
ment,"

He predicted that "the example
of the projects now being worked
out, if they work, will induce all
classes to ask more and more par-
ticipation in business by govern-
ment, and it may be that in time
our system may resemble the
Russian scheme, having become a
form of communism by evolution
rather than by revolution.”

Eventually, Burleson  would
advocate a moderate approach to
solving the nation’s problems in
order to preserve ils democratic
form of government. He drew
from his study of ancient Greece
to make his point.

"The old Greeks, among whom
democracy was first practiced, had
a formula which, if adhered 1o,
was calculated to provide a work-
able atmosphere for democracy to
function in," he explained. "It
was 'not 100 much, not too little,
a striving for a mean in ail
things."

But, he warned, "they did not
keep to their middle of the road
motto and their Qemocracies suc-
cumbed to despotism.”

.
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Charles Ray Burleson....

(Continued from page 1B)

writer it is a real task. However,
not all sons have the opportunity
of family and business intimacy
which leaves definite standards
and ideals that may be emulated.

"It is the hope of the son who
assumes the duties laid down by
William D. Burleson that he may
be able to perform these duties as
faithfully, fairly and as consis-
tently."

In charting the Herald's future
editorial course, Charles R.
Burleson would also adopt the ap-
proach suggested by another of his
father's long-time friends, Walter
L. Ford, who was then publisher
of the Brooklyn Exponent in
Michigan.

Ford advised him to "turn
mostly honey and sugar on local
questions and projects” and reserve
"whatever vinegar you have for
state, national or international af-
fairs."

Following this advice would
serve him well when he had to
ward off the Daily Globe's efforts
to dominate the newspaper field
here.

Born on Sept. 10, 1895 in North
Adams, Michigan, Charles R.
Rurleson came to Gridley when
his father was hired as editor and
manager of the Herald in October,
1897,

Although he was but two years
old when he arrived in Gridley, he
could remember his father carry-
ing him on his shoulders across
the town plaza from the railroad
depot to the Herald's office on
Virginia Street. -

He attended the Gridley schools
and received his high school
diploma on June 11, 1914. Then
he entered Chico State Normal
School the following fall.

Like his older brother, Am-
brose, and his step-brother, Rus-
sell Christian, when he was old
enough Charles had done the
chores of a printer's devil in the
Herald's printing plant before and
after school, Also, he occasion-
ally wrote high school news, par-
ticularly sports stories, for his
father's paper.

However, apparently influenced
by his step-mother, Jessie V,

Burleson, who was a school

teacher, Charles decided to prepare
for a career in education.

Immediately after he was
awarded His diploma by ' Chico
Stae on'June' 16,1916, 'he was
hired to teach sixth grade at the
Bird Street Grammar School in
Oroville.

The following year he attended
the summer session at the Uni-
versity of California in Berkeley
to start training to become & man-
upal arts teacher but when he re-
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tumed to Oroville in the fall he
was assigned to teach an eighth
grade class.

World War I intervened to cut
short Burleson's career in educa-
tion. While still a teacher in
Oroville, he tried to join the
Navy but was rejected because of a
"slight hernia." The Army was
not as discriminating when he
went to Chico on Dec. 11, 1917
and enlisted in the Aviation Sec-
tion of the Signal Corps.

He was sent to Camp
McArthur at Waco, Texas for ba-
sic training, Then he was given &
job as a clerk in the headquarters
of the 680th Aero there,

By mid-July, 1918 he had been
promoted to corporal and was
transferred to the 307th Aero
Service Squadron which was to be
sent overseas. His outfit arrived
safely in England in August and
was posted to a base at Witney in
Oxfordshire where he was as-
signed to duty as a motorcycle

messenger.

Later he was transferred to the
140th Aero Service Squadron and
then to the 326th which was sta-
tioned at Ford Junction near
Arundel in Sussex at the end of
the war.

A little over a month follow-
ing the Armistice, Burleson was
back in the United States. He was
mustered out at Camp Kearney
and arrived home the night of Dec.
30, 1918.

After starting to work as a
news reporter on the Herald,
Burleson got what he thought
would be a chance to serve as an
Assembly committee clerk during
the 1919 session of the State Leg-
islature.

No doubt this appointment was
arranged with the assistance of
Virginia Hughes, a Republican
who had heen elected to the
Assembly from Butte County the
previous November. However,
the job lasted only one week.

Burleson was one of several
committee clerks whose positions
were abolished when the Assem-
bly evidently decided it had hired
too many attaches. He returned
to the Herald where he would
remain for the rest of his life.

He quickly became involved in
community affairs by serving on
the committee for the Gridley
Cannery Picnic that year and later
taking an active part in the newly
revived Gridley Chamber of
Commerce.

He acted as temporary chairman
of the committee of veterans who,
in 1920, organized South Butte
Post. No. 210 of the American
Legion. He was adjutant when,
on March 24, 1920, the Post in-
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stalled its first slate of officers.

Burleson had a narrow escape on
Saturday, April 9, 1921 when he
was hit from behind by an auto-
mobile on East Gridley Road
while he was walking into town
from the Sacramento Northern
Railway depot.

Although both he and the driver
of the car tried to avoid the acci-
dent, the hub of one of the vehi-
cle's wheels caught the calf of
Burleson's right leg and threw
him head-first onto the pavement.
J. L. Osborn, near whose residence
the accident occurred, and Roy
Wiser placed Burleson into the
latter's auto and drove him to his
home in town.

"Burleson was out of his head
for about 12 hours, but is now re-
covered as to his mind," the Her-
ald reported on April 13. In ad-
dition to a "slight concussion,” he
suffered a broken leg and was
badly bruised, the newspaper re-
lated.

Like his father, who was sup-
plementing his newspaper income
by working as a real estate sales
agent, Charles R. Burleson also
found it necessary to earn money
from other endeavors.

He formed a partnership with
Fred Fink, Jr. to put on the White
Pelican Club dances that were
popular events here during the
1920s and early 1930s. Later, he
became a "country correspondent”
for the San Francisco Examiner
and the Sacramento Bee. Since his
hobby was photography. he was
well equipped to also provide the
Bee with news and feature photos.

On April 17, 1926, Burleson
married Gretta Alberta Coghlan,
who had been secretary to J. B.
Rowray, the Sacramento Northern
Railway's general manager, in
Sacramento,

They had only one child,
Wiiliam David. He was born on
Feb. 6, 1927 in their home on
Sycamore Street.

Mrs. Burleson was the daughter
of George A. and Frances 1. Clot-
felter. She was bom on July 29,
1897 on her family's farm near
Woodland.

Her father was also a riverboat
captain and pilot and she had the
distinction of having a small pad-
dle wheel steamer, the Greta' A,
named for her. It worked as a

freight boat on the Sacra
and “Feather Rivers in m’ei%ﬁ

years of this century. e

Before Mrs, Burleson's first
marriage in 1919 to Robert E.
Coghlan, which had ended in di-
vorce, she had visited the Gridley
area frequently, Her family al
the time owned properly in
Colony No. 2 and also a ranch
west of town. i

Not long after their marriage,
the Burlesons and another Gridley
couple narrowly escaped serious
injury when the car in which they
were riding was involved in a
collision on the evening of Aug,
5, 1926.

Burleson was driving his fa-
ther's Hudson Brougham south on
the Garden Highway in Sutter
County when the mishap occurred
at about 7 p.m. at an intersection
approximately two miles north of
Tudor.

According to the account of the
accident in the Herald, a Ford
Roadster hit the Hudson near ifs
left rear and knocked it onto its
side. The car skidded about 40
feet then came to rest on its top.

Dr. and Mrs. T. Ryan Block,
who were riding with the
Burlesons, suffered lacerations
but no more serious injury.
Burleson had some scratches and a
bruised shoulder, His wife,
Gretta, came out of the accident
unhurt in any way.

“That the party escaped” more
serious injury is entirely due to
the strength of the top of the
Brougham which held the weight
of the car off the occupants while
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CASTING TYPE WITH HOT METAL—Harold Green is shown setting type on the ™
Model 14 Linotype machine that William Davis Burleson acquired in 1923. The ope
keyboard to release brass matrices from the slanted magazine, These mats were then &
special wedge-shaped space bands were inserted to automatically fill out and justify the “
before they were cast on a "slug" using a molten alloy of lead, tin and antimony pro

that was part of the machine. The Model 26 Linotype in the background was a

1960 after Charles Ray Burleson had put his son, William David Burleson, in charge "

Herald as managing editor.

PLACING THE TYPEI IN THE C

Lt R

were proofread and corrected, they were arranged where needed in a metal chase an®
inserted between the columns. After all the lines of type were in place, leads and siV&"
less than type high, were inserted to fill out the columns, Then it was all tightly 10%%=
using metal or wood spacers called furniture and special ratchet-like devices called quoi™
been seen in the foreground of this photo. The completed page of type was referred I
when it was ready to be placed on the bed of the press, 1

the machine was in an inverted
position," the Herald's writer the-
orized.

After his father's death, Charles
R. Burleson expanded the Gridley
Herald's local news coverage by
adding correspondents in the East
Gridley, West Gridley, and Cen-
tral House Districts. He also
took steps to modernize the news-
paper and its plant.

On Oct. 13, 1936, the Herald
came out with a new type face
known as Excelsior for the body
of its stories. This meant buying
new sets, called fonts, of brass
matrices for his Model 14 Lino-
type machine,

Only recently designed by the
Mergenthaler Linotype Company,
the new style was considered to
be "the most legible and easiest to
read of all newspaper type.”

Burleson also replaced his 40-
year old Taylor cylinder press
with a Babcock which he acquired
from the plant of the Marysville
Star shortly after that paper
ceased publication on Jan, 1, 1937,
The Star had been launched in
Marysville on Aug. 14, 1935,
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To accommodate the new drum
cylinder press, an 18x36-foot ad-
dition was built on the rear of the
commercial space in the Stone
Block that housed the Herald's
printing plant.

At the same time, the fromt
part of the plant was remodeled
to, provide "a modem office"
which was "separated completely
from the work rooms by glass
partitions."

Burleson explained that "the
added room will permit arrange-
ment of the plant equipment into
definite departmenis—newspaper
and commercial printing."

The Herald ran off its first edi-
tion on the Babcock press on Feb,
23, 1937. The old Taylor press
was acquired by "O Progresso,” a
weekly Portuguese language
newspaper printed in Sacramento,

"With acquisition of the
{Babcock] press, the Herald's plant
is now equal to that of many
dailies in larger cities," Burleson
beamed.

"Capacity is not only doubled,
but the new press makes it possi-

ble to print twice as many papers
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The broker initially contacted
Ambrose L. Burleson, who was
still a stockholder in the Gridley
Herald Company at the time,
Ambrose told the broker he
would have to take the matter up
with his brother.

In a letter to Charles on Jan. 4,
1938, the broker explained that
the client he represented was
"well financed" and might also be
interested "in buying both of the
Gridley newspapers, providing
they could be obtained at a figure
commensurate with possible
profit on his investment."

* Instead of bailing out when he

had the chance, the Herald's pub-
lisher and editor dug in his heels.
And, before the fight was over,
the same broker who earlier had
tried to get Burleson to sell the
Herald had sent him a letter in an
effort to convince him to buy the
Globe.

Burleson had gone to great
lengths to counter the
competition from the Globe. As
he explained in a letter to
Ambrose and his sister, Leone, he
went to ‘"full coverage"

circulation despite the extra cost.

Also, he made sure the Herald
carried every bit of local news
that appeared in the Globe even
though he might have to re-write
some of it from that newspaper's
daily editions.

And, after the 1938 primary
election, which was held on Aug.
30, the Herald was "first” on the
street in Gridley with the results
of the voting. Burleson got out
an "extra” edition at 5:30 a.m. on
Aug. 31 and sold more than 200
copies. .

However, the most important
step Burleson took in his fight
with the Globe was the aggressive
campaign he launched to build up
the Herald's list of paid sub-
scribers. The result was an in-
crease of more than 50 percent in
the Herald's regular circulation,
he said in a letter to the firm that
he had engaged to conduct the
campaign.

"We had been faced with a com-
petitive situation here during the
past year which, from a circula-
tion standpoint, is today a thing
of the past," Charles R. Burleson
said in the letter, which was dated
Sept. 17, 1938, after the campaign
was finished. "The Herald is now

portrait. The senior Burleson

The telephone line reached
Marysville on June §, 1896.

To connect farm houses in rural
areas around Gridley, the company
used the top wire on barbed wire
fences—a not uncommon practice
at that time,

The company almost lost its
Marysville franchise because of
complaints about the "unsightly"
poles that had been used there.

The Gridley Herald telephone
system was operated only a few
years before the lines to Oroville
and Marysville were taken down,
The last local service line, which
went to the Thresher Bros. ranch,
was finally leased to the Sunset
Telephone Company. :

When the Gridley Herald was
sold to William Davis Burleson
on May 1, 1908, George Thresher,
C. W. Thresher and the Daniel
Streeter Estate each held 75 shares
of the corporation's stock. James
Galbreath had 76 shares. William
Mould owned two shares and C.
N. Brown one share.

Burleson eventually acquired
the stock of the Gridley Publish-

phone ing Company but allowed it to

i ended firgt to
Poles belonging to
.‘,my'- However, its
Substituted later.,

lapse in 1912 for non-payment of
the taxes on corporations enacted
at the 1911 session of the State

Legislature,

leading by such a wide margin in
circulation that we doubt if it
will ever be challenged."

The campaign, which opened in
August, 1938, offered all contes-
tants the opportunity to earn
commissions by obtaining new
paid-in-advance subscribers and
paid renewals.

In addition, points were
awarded toward cash prizes that
were called "Bonus Checks." The
longer the term, up to five years,
of each new paid subscription or
paid renewal, the greater the num-
ber of points awarded.

The top prize that could be won
was $350, Although economic
conditions had improved, the de-
pression had not ended by any
means. So this was a bonus worth
working for. Other prizes offered
were single bonuses of $200 and
$100 and two of $50 each.

As the campaign progressed, it
was turned into a bit of a
popularity contest as well.
Coupons were printed periodically
that readers could tum in to add
points to the total being amassed
by friends who were competing
for the prizes.

When the campaign was over,
Leila Storm had eamed the $350
Bonus Check. Other Bonus
Checks went Pauline J. Frates,
$200, Etta Todd, $100, Mae
Baltimore, $50 and Edith
Stohlman, $50.

But what was just as important,
the Herald had won its war with
the Daily Globe. William S.
Grant printed the last edition on
Oct. 1, 1938.

In announcing that publication
would be suspended, Grant con-
fided that his newspaper had lost
"an average of $500 per month"
for the past 14 months.

In a bitter editorial, Grant
claimed that ample "support and

ent" had been given the
Globe "by the people of Gridley."
He contrasted this to what he said
was "the hostile treatment ac-
corded the paper by the largest
percentage of the Gridley mer-
chants."

Grant said that "from the start”
the attitude of most merchants
toward the Globe "was one of in-
difference to an outside
'interloper.” He added that "the
majority of merchants, and partic-
ularly the large advertisers like
Kilpatric's store" had "virtually
boycotied" his newspaper.

However, it appears that the
Gridley Globe had also con-
tributed to this state of affairs
with an editorial approach that
sprayed the "vinegar" that Walter
L. Ford had warned Charles R.
Burleson to avoid in regard to lo-
cal affairs.

This seems to have been the case
particularly after Dave Loehwing
became editor and wrote a column
he called "The Second Guess."
Loehwing confessed as much in
the Globe's final issue.

Very few issues of the Daily
Globe have survived. However,
an idea of Loehwing's efforts as a
columnist can be obtained from
George A. Dawley's comments in
his Biggs News at the time.

Loehwing referred to Dawley as
"the dictator of Biggs" and tried
to tie the nickname "Baggie Pants”
on the Herald's publisher, Loe-
hwing also went after such highly
respected county officials as Trea-
surer-Tax Collector Mattie Lund.

Burleson, who is remembered as
a gentle man who rarely raised his
voice, had taken it all in stride,
even with a certain amount of
good-natured humor.  Unlike
Dawley, he never responded to any
of the darts shot his way by the
Globe. For his part, Dawley
seems 10 have had fun ridiculing
Loehwing's effusions.

In the Globe's final issue, Loe-
hwing related that Grant had
placed nI? restriﬁious on his col-
umn, "It may be that its outspo-
kenness contributed in some mea-
sure to his [Grant's] financial
ruin," Lochwing said.

But he was still defiant.

"Knowing the stupid and ineffi-

cient way in which Butte County
is run, I have not hesitated to at-
tack mercilessly those whom 1
thought responsible for this state
of affairs," he said in his final
column.

And Loehwing expressed plea-
sure that, in leaving Gridley, he
no longer would be "watching
Bill Grant fighting a losing battle
against the perverse backwardness
of this town."

Upon learning that the Globe
had folded, Walter L. Ford con-
gratulated the Herald's publisher
with the comment that "you
should feel quite complimented to
be razzed about putting such a
newspaper out of business."

And, Ford suggested that
"anyone with a yen 10 siart an-
o&eymwspupet in Gridley will
think more about it than as

though you bought him [Grant]
out. You must have played him
just about right."

After the Globe expired, things
went fairly smoothly for
Burleson and the Herald. He
continued to enhance his local
news coverage by adding to his
correspondents in outlying dis-
tricts until he had six who were
sending in items.

He made several stabs at writ-
ing a column of news and opinion
which he called "Local Slants" and
later "About the Town,"

Burleson continued his policy of
supporting worthy community
proposals and activities such as
the efforts by the Gridley Junior
Chamber of Commerce to have the
Butte County Fair located here.

This resulted in the County Fair
being held in Gridley for the first
time in 1940. The event, which
was sponsored by the Junior
Chamber, was held in the Munici-
pal Park on Washington Street.

Also, he encouraged the Junior
Chamber in its desire to find a
way to build a new, 20-bed hospi-
tal here to serve Gridley, Biggs
and Live Oak.

However, when the old Gridley
General Hospital closed on Aug.
1, 1943, he would have to wait
until World War II was over be-
fore pushing again for construc-
tion of a new facility,

Also, Burleson would have to
wait until after the War to see
Gridley made the permanent home
of the County Fair. And he was
involved in the Gridley Chamber
of Commerce campaign that con-
vinced the board of supervisors 10
locate the fair here in 1946.

During the war, Burleson made
an all out effort 1o provide what
information censors would allow
about Gridley area servicemen,
particularly those who were
fighting in the European and Pa-
cific Theaters.

He ran an "In the Service" col-
umn on page one that came to be
as popular with the men and
women who were receiving the
Herald overseas as it was with
readers on the home front, And it
now serves as a history of Grid-
ley's men and women in the war.

The items were not limited to
news about local men and women,
but also, included reports on rela-
tives of Gridleyans and former
residents.

The column went beyond the
official press releases provided by
the Armed Services. Burleson
also included accounts supplied by

WATCHING AN OLD FRIEND LEAVE—The old Babcock drum
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cylinder press was moved out of the Gridley Herald's Virginia
Street shop in August, 1965 after 27 years of faithful service.
Watching the process is pressman Stome Newton. Sheets of
newsprint, one at a time, were fed along the slanted platform to
grippers on the huge cylinder which carried the paper to the page
forms on the bed below where the impressions were made. Charles
Ray Burleson acquired this press, a 1923 model, in January, 1937
from the Marysville Star which had suspended publication. In the
late 1920s and early 1930s the Babcock was the recommended press
for a small town newspaper. However, by 1964 it had outlived its
usefulness and William David Burleson replaced it with a modern

rofary offsef press.

relatives and friends and even the
service men and women them-
selves.

The column began by reporting
enlistments and inductions. Then
came reports of casualties and
deaths. Mixed in was news of ci-
tations awarded for bravery in ac-
tion, Finally, the column was
able to chronicle the return of the
Gridleyans who survived the con-
flict. ~ ol

Just as soon as the War ended,
Burleson resumed his agitation for
construction of & new hospital,

On Aug. 21, 1945, the Herald

came out with a boxed statement
"Gridley Needs A Hospital" at

the right of the name plate on'

page one. He ran this "ear" for
nUMErous issues.

In reviewing the community's
post-war needs, he placed a hospi-
tal to serve Biggs, Gridley and
Live Oak at the top of the list.

"The district needs a hospital
and needs it badly," he declared in
a front page editorial. "Every or-
ganization, " in" fact'" ‘every
individual  of 'the community
should get-behind the project and
promoté it in every way possible.”

When a plan evolved to form a
non-profit corporation to build
and operate what became the
Biggs-Gridley Memorial' Hospi-
tal, he enthusiastically partici:

able time and effort to tracing the
Bnrleem lineage back 10 its roots.

pated in the drive to raise funds.
"Let's Build A Hospital,” the page
one "ear" was changed to say. The
new hospital opened on June 10,
1949.

‘During the war, Burleson had
taken Alvie D. McDaniel, his
print shop foreman, into the busi-
ness with him, Their partnership
began on Oct. 1, 1943 and contin-
uved until Nov, 1, 1959 when
Burleson and his wife, Grelta,
bought out McDaniel's interest.

At this time, Burleson, whose
health was beginning to fail, made
his son, William David, managing
editor. He had joined the newspa-
per's staff in 1950.

Charles R. Burleson then
retired from active participation
in the business. He died in
Auburn on Dec. 21, 1961
following a short illness.

Throughout his career as pub-
lisher of the Herald, he had been
active  in the California
Newspaper  Publishers’
Association and had served as one
of the first presidents of the Mid-
Valley Unit.

. From his youth, he had been in-
terested inbirds and one. of his
hobbies was raising pigeons. He
also became deeply interested in
genealogy and devoted consider-
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William David Burleson...

(Continued from page 1B)

prosperity of the city and people
it serves to survive," he said.

Burleson has earned frequent
praise for the Herald's aggressive
news reporting, its efforts to
overcome public apathy toward
government and the forthright
stands it has taken on local issues.

A typical example is a note he
received from a subscriber a few
years ago: "I appreciate so much
your saving our town," the writer
said. "You have been so fair with
all of your comments. Without
the local paper, we would all
have gone 'down the river.”

However, for his efforts,
Burleson has also been on the re-
ceiving end of no little criticism
which he has demonstrated he can
take as readily as he can dish it
out.

Not only has he been described
as a "truculent publisher,” he has
been labeled "the Gridley Cur-
mudgeon” and likened to “Jabba
the Hut,"

‘When, in 1988, the Chico News

We'd like to

Congratulate

Bill & Family on their
dedication to the community.

WELCOME TO GOLD COUNTRY

& Review went after Burleson
during one of his tangles with
Gridley City Hall, the article
caught the attention of Rollan
Melton, & columnist on the Reno
Gazette-Journal and a legend in
his own right.

"I'm damn proud of you and just
want to reaffirm that in my view,
you've always stood for the very
best in journalism,” Melton said
in an unsolicited letter.

"This piece simply reinforces
my opinion that you are one of the
great ones," Melton added, refer-
ring to the News & Review arti-
cle.

Burleson's editorial comments
are to be found in his page one
"Pi-Line" column which features
opinion mixed in with folksy
news items about local people and
plugs for events that help finance
the activities of various commu-

nity organizations.

His pithy editorial remarks
definitely serve the function pre-
scribed by George Morrell, editor

4GOLD

COUNTRY NATIONAL BANK
6811 KENTUCKY, HISTORIC GRIDLEY
840-42062

b

—— T -~

Oroville Mortgage Company
HOMETOWN LENDER » \ .
A MORTGAGE BANKER ovsﬁ"_go YEARS EXPERIENCE.

Need a home LOAN...
CALL KATY on the phone

weekend & evening appointments

1st Time Buyers City Program
Purchase, Cash Out, Refinance,
2nd T.D., Pers, FHA, VA,
Construction, 203-K
1680 Lincoln St., Oroville

A U.S. FINANCIAL CO.

(530 532-6868

532-1227

(look for neon sign)

Let's Give El Niiio The Brush Off!
The Sunshine Chimney Sweep Brush Off
All the rain going down your chimney
may cause structural problems
Call Now For Your Chimney Cleaning Appointment

s

of the Palo Alto Times, when he
addressed a meeting of the Sacra-
mento Valley Newspaper Associ-
ation in Oroville on Oct. 14,
1935.

"It doesn't so much matter that
the reader should agree with the
editor,” Morrell told his
audience. "In fact, it matters
more that the readers should agree
or disagree rather vehemently, for
then thought is stimulated."

If it can be said that Burleson
has any one obsession, it would
have to be his aversion to secrecy
in government.

This meshes with his career-
long crusade to encourage more
people to become inyolved with
their local government.

"We say city government isn't
bad, just that it could be better if
people took an interest in it and
attended council meetings,” he ex-
plained on one occasion.

However, before people can be
inspired to take that interest in
their government, they have to
have information about the prob-
lems and issues which are on the
table and the various alternatives
under consideration as solutions.

So, despite the frustrations he
has faced, he has never given up
the battle for the people's right to
know all there is to know about
how their business is being con-
ducted by public officials and
¢lected governing bodies.

This has not been limited to
preserving the public's right to
listen in—and participate in—the
discussions as - officials
"deliberate” before actions are
taken.

He has gone to great lengths to
establish the people's right to
have access to the reports,
documents and other written
information that contribute to the

As early as the 1950s, Burleson
was advocating land use planning
to encourage orderly development.
He even editorially expressed the
desire on one occasion to see Grid-
ley made into a "model city,"

And, he has stood for "con-
tinued improvement of all
municipal departments according
to the highest standards” to, as he

put it on July 17, 1964, "keep
 Gridley a: growing. city, oy A

) ﬂ' "
-

backsliding town."
Although he tends to be con:

vative in his politics, he came

down on the side of public power
when attempts were made by Pa-
cific Gas & Electric Co. to acquire
Gridley's municipal electric util-
ity.

Burleson tangled with the
Southern Pacific Railroad and won
on two occasions. And he ham-
mered on "Ma Bell" until Grid-
ley's outdated telephone service
was fully modemized. ;

But he lost an expensive fight
to see that a private non-profit
low-income housing corporation
complied with the same type of
development requirements that
builders of middle and upper in-
come homes had to meet. -

The praise and encouragement
Burleson has received for his work
have not been his only rewards,
Through his active participation in
the California Newspaper Pub-
lishers' Association and the Na-
tional Newspaper Association, he
has had the opportunity to brush
shoulders with some of the most
important newsmakers of his era,

These have included Presidents
Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton,

" Secretary of State Henry Kis-

singer, U. S. Senators Bob Dole
and Ted Kennedy and gad-fly

Also, through membership in
press organizations, he has partici-
pated in fact-finding tours that

‘have taken him from Asia and the

South Pacific to England, Italy
and Germany,

His visit to the Chinese main-
land in 1977 even enabled him to

HERE’S TO the BURLESON CLAN!
HERE’S TO the GRIDLEY HERALD!
On this most memorable conclusion to
ONE HUNDRED YEARS!

| Gridley has been most fortunate to have had such a great |
|  newspaper— The Gridley Herald — over 10 decades. |
| And a top-notch newspaperman — Bill Burleson — who has spent |
| his entire life serving every person, organization and institution in the |
| . Gridley area with a devotion to printing the truth and upholding the best |
| traditions for a free press. I
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A; agood friend 1o Bill Burleson, for about one-third of his centennal

A HIGH-SPEED ROTARY PRESS—This is the Gridley Herald's Goss Community rotafy ¥

press in August, 1980 when it had only six four-page units, Since then a seventh unit has ®
and the Herald can now print a 28-page edition at one time. Today the press can run st

16,000 impressions an hour, With William Da

vid Burleson, left, in this photo is John >

Herald's production manager. When Burleson converted to the offset printing process -'
started with only two four-page units and a folder. A

make a contribution toward fos-
tering better relations between
America and the People's Republic
of China.

When one of his group's tour
guides, Zhou Wenzhong, became
Deputy Consul General in San
Francisco, he renewed his acquain-
tance with Burleson,

Zhou- and his wife, Xie, and
Consul Wang Shaohua and his
wife, Shen, were Burleson's guests
for a visit to Gridley on Sept. 24,
1988.

Burleson was also entertained at
a dinner at the People's Republic
of China Consulate in San Fran-
cisco on Dec. 1, 1988 along with
several other newspaper represen-
tatives.

William David Burleson was
born on Feb. 6, 1927 in:the home
of his parents, Charles' Ray and

Gretta* Alberta-Burleson, 11182+ §

Sycamore Street. In addition to a-
midwife, his mother was attended
by Dr./Ida Beck, Gridley's beloved
female -physician who  practiced
medicine here for nearly 20 years.
His childhood was not unevent-
ful. ‘And when little Bill, like
many toddlers, took a notion' to

explore the world around him,
the incident became the inspiration
for one of grandfather William
Davis Burleson’s poems. It was
titled "When Willie Ran Away
From Home" and appeared in'the
Herald on Nov. 26, 1929,

Burleson attended the Gridley
schools, His first grade teacher
was his step-grandmother, Jesse
V. Burleson. He played trumpet
in the Wilson School and Gridley
High School bands.

As he grew, he had the oppor-

tunity, like his father, to work
before and after school as' a
"printer's devil" and later as a
part-time reporter for the Gridley
Herald. However, he is willing
1o admit that in those days he was
"a reluctant employee" of the
newspaper.
He also held a number of other
part-time jobs at one time or an-
other.  These ranged from
working in local orchards and the
Libby, McNeill & Libby cannery
to track maintenance on the
Southern Pacific Railroad.

His stint as a "gandy dancer"
came during the summer of 1943
in response to a statewide appeal
by the railroad for help after its
adult work force had been deci-
mated by World War II enlist-
ments and conscriptions.

Serving:
Chico |
Durham

Biggs

Forest Ranch

Unincorporated Areas of Butte County

Gridley's weekend track gang
was organized by James W.
Littares, the Espee section fore-
man here, and was made up of
high school students, many of
whom were members of the
Sutter Buttes Chapter of the
Order of DeMolay.

Littares was dad advisor for
this Masonic youth organization.
Burleson would be installed as
the chapter's master councillor the
following October.

Burleson graduated from Grid-
ley High School  with the Class
of 1944, He was one of five
honor students who delivered ad-
dresses during the ceremonies that
were held on June 9, 1944. Dur-
ing the musical portion of the
program, he and Duane Austin
also played a trumpet duet. «

A BUDDING MUSICIAN—William David Burleso® g
eighth grade Wilson School band uniform, is show® ©
Conn cornet to his mother, Gretta A. Burleson. "
never lost his interest in music and recently has beeP
Line column to encourage donations of musical i
Gridley area school music programs. = i

Keeping Promises.
Prompt, Dependable and Competitive Servi®

NORTH VALLEY
DISPOSAL &
RECYCLING
(Formerly Tri-County Disposal) -‘.
(530) 846-0810

PO. Box 566, Biggs, CA 99"

At that time, most "4
graduates faced the Fi
would not be 18 %
following Februarys %
to attend Chico Stalé
one semester befor® ®
service, ..

He sought to enlis!
Navy along with his =
erman Hinaman 8%
Pierce but was all®y
because of a "heart 4
when they took theif ¥
mid-December.  HE
another examination &
and passed. ]

Burleson, Hinamaf
were swom in on J&%
and sent to the $an 2
Training, Station for 2
(Continued 0
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'

- celebration years, | express my appreciation for his friendship and wish Bill and
his family the best always. ‘
' MEL HODELL, UPLAND CA

A USA WASTE SERVICES COMPANY |

"Congratulations to the Burleson Famil)
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California job case compartments.

However, much of the type was
cast from a molten alloy of lead,
tin and antimony, line by line, by
a complicated, almost Rube Gold-
berg-like, machine called a Lino-
type. The Model 14 then in use
had about 12,000 parts.

Burleson melted down the lines
of type after they had been used to
print an edition of the Herald and
poured the pigs that would be
needed to replenish the "pot" on
the Linotype machine.

He also made "plates” for ads
using an old casting box and paper
mache matrices and even leamed
to operate the Model 14 well
enough "to ‘set a line in an

emergency.”

He hand fed the old Babcock
cylinder press, one sheet of
newsprint at a time, to run off
each semi-weekly edition.
Although faster, this press was
not that much different than the
first "power press” that Charles
Neff Reed bought for the Herald
in 1888.

Burleson also did "front office”
work, collecting bills, maintain-
ing circulation records, selling ads
and pounding out news stories on
an old Underwood Model 5 type-
writer,

The job did give him the oppor-
tunity to earn extra money from
his photography hobby, which he
had pursued since he was 12 years
old. He sold news photos to the
Sacramento Bee and the Sacra-
mento Union, using the newspa-
per's Speed Graphic, a 4x5 sheet
film camera,

It was during this period that
Burleson took on the Southern
Pacific Railroad over its practice
of blocking Gridley's six grade
crossings with long freight trains
while switching cars in and out of
the spur tracks at the Libby can-
nery and the Standard Oil bulk
plant.

The practice prevented ambu-
lances, fire trucks and police vehi-
cles on the west side of the tracks
from reaching the east side, and
vice versa, for as much as half an
hour at times.

The seriousness of this situation
was brought home to Burleson in
September, 1955 when he was
rushing his 14-month-old daugh-
ter, Besty, to Biggs-Gridley

Memorial Hi to have her
stomach pumped afir she ingesicd
s’iimepfllsancf’wemmtoacoma,

They were delayed eight
minutes by a train blocking the
crossings.  Fortunately, Betsy
_reached the hospital in time.

As a result of Burleson's
protest, which was backed by
Hospital Administrator Clella
Hovlid, the Gridley City Council
took action to put tough restric-
tions on the railroad.

An ordinance was adopted that
prohibited Southern Pacific trains
from blocking all the east-west

- crossings at the same time. It al-

lowed the blocking of three
crossings but for no more than
five minutes at a time.

The uproar also prompted the
railroad company to build a siding
south of Evans-Reimer Road that
would hold a 120-car train while
its locomotive was detached to
work the cannery spurs.

This resolved the problem for
lengthy periods of time but on oc-
casion train crews would forget
and allow the crossings to be
blocked. When it happened,
Burleson quickly raised a new
protest.

Burleson's "Pi-Line" column be-
gan running as a regular feature on
Aug. 30, 1957. It evolved from a
boating column he previously had
been writing on an occasional ba-
sis.

The term "pi" originated in the
days when type was set by hand.
It refers to the mixing up of the
type when it had been accidentally
spilled.
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The immediate inspiration for
using this term came when
Burleson was moving a classified
page form and "pied" it by press-
ing it too hard against his stom-
ach.

This accident sent the lines of
type flying in all directions, It
was so jumbled that the work of
setting the type and making up the
page had to be done all over again. -

However, as he explained it, the
accident also suggested that the
term "pi" would be appropriate
for the type of column he wanted
to write since it would be a mix-
ing up of news items and com-
ment.

He added that while he admired
San Francisco Chronicle columnist
Herb Caen, he did not care for the
"three dot" style of journalism,

Burleson not only used his "Pi-
Line" column to support worth-
while causes, but also to outling
his vision of what the future
should hold for Gridley and to
advocate a few ideas of his own.

One of the earliest was his pro-
posal that Washington Street
should be extended north to con-
nect with Railroad Avenue at
Biggs.

He would argue time and again
that such a transportation artery
along side the Southern Pacific
tracks would open a large terri-
tory for much needed industrial
development.

Burleson's "Pi-Line" column
also gave him a vehicle for taking
an active part in what he likes to
remember as the "War of the
Wardens" that started in late De-
cember, 1958 and continued the
following year.

It began when the late Bob
Millington, a Gridley attorney,
decided to contest the right of
fish and game wardens to search
his vehicle and confiscate a
shotgun and shells.

The challenge to the way the
wardens were cxercising their
powers was expanded to include
raids that had been conducted at a
local cold storage business.

Millington led the fight on the
legal front, accusing the wardens
of conducting illegal searches and
seizures. AL the same time,
Burleson raised a hue and cry
about ‘the wardens' condncl
through his column. U

His commentary was so heated
at times, it was; deemed best 10>
preface his' column with a dis-
claimer stating that its "views andn
opinions are those of the writer
and do not necessarily represent
the views and expressions of the
newspaper."

The lawsuits that were brought
in the Butte County Superior
Court were transferred to the U.
S. District Court in Sacramento
because the state wardens were
also doubling as deputy federal
game wardens,

After unfavorable judgments
were rendered, Millington did not
have the finances that would be
required to carry the battle
through the appellate courts.

While the lawsvits died in
Sacramento, Burleson believes
that the uproar led to the state
wardens being given better
training in regard to search and
seizure laws so the hunting public
benefitted in the long run.

As time went on, Charles Ray
Burleson's health continued to de-
cline and the point was reached
when he would have to retire.
But first, he and his wife, Gretta,
bought out the half interest in the
newspaper that had been owned by
Alvie D. McDaniel since 1943,

William David Burleson as-
sisted in bringing the sometimes
difficult negotiations to a satis-
factory conclusion on Nov, I,
1959. He was then placed in
charge of the Herald as its
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THE VIRGINIA STREET OFFICE—This is how the Griﬂl&ffeﬁld's office on Virginia Street
looked after it was expanded by William David llurlzson-ip 54.10 include the space that housed
the Rideout & Smith bank when it opened here in 1884. Burlma enlarged and remodeled the Vir-
ginia Street plant, which the Herald had occupied since 1897, as part of the modernization program
he launched when he acquired the newspaper from his mother, Gretta A. Burleson, in 1962. Next
door on the right is the 1877 portion of the old Stone Block @ug survived the 1905 fire, Still far-
ther to the north is the "new" Stone Block that was erected immediately after the 1905 conflagra-
tion destroyed most of the original group of buildings erected by L C. Stone at the corner of Vir-

ginia and Hazel Streets. Fig

specialty shop in Gridley, waé Burleson also begau eurormg set printing" while it was still in
hired as bookkeeper, advertising Ways (g.modernize . by vits adolescence.

salesman and news reporter and  taking advantagé oPhew produc- Burleson immediately entered
thus began his long career with tign tec nology.' nto cqrrespoydence and verbal
the Herald. { He would, state that a talk discussions with The Goss Com-

In 1966, four years after b? ie J. Higk8iJr,j publisher pany's representatives about
Burleson became publisher of the the Encinitas Coast Dispatch, utilizing a web rotary offset press
newspaper, Daddow was promoted ingpired him tolk | ffset it was manufacturing.

10 editor. He held this position meth ' ‘;” deanwhile, he gained
nni_il the end of June, 1979 when  However, to Sievé Blacet, ,,G:penence with the new process
he left fo begin publishing his co-publisher ofithe Lrland { Unit- By acquiring a smaller offset press
own newspaper, the Live Oak Register, he gave the credit for in August, 1963 for use in job

having onvmced him 0 go ahead printing.

f"%ﬁ@.@%ﬁw #(Centlnued on page 12B)

Times.

The first edition of the Times, a"ld Emalc on
which was pringed in the Herald's ' |
shop, was issued on July 19. He
sold the Times in 1983 and re-
turned to the Herald as special < |
events editor and reporter. He
also worked part-time for the
Gridley District’ Chamber 'of
Commerce as executive dm:ct()r i
" and office manager. 1 |
'Ddfld w, for ‘Whom' the ! towﬁ" |

o X

.a"p’fhl-?fd'&‘u.
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lam is named, organized Grid- - % ,,., il &
le ‘s first Red Suspenders Da W h
ce{ebmuon e |l ond %g 4 \,QPI gmlquncement in

He also s gesled the sale'of ' |/ 851 wee 15

"memory bricks"’that helped fi: " |' : e
nance the Observahce of Grld]l-,ys seem Bridesaninavs B bnelaay N
centennial in 1970 and as well as . AL gl o
the construction of the gazebo in Register now and receive a
the town plaza for use as a band- Comphmemazy fo! Cpmt‘ cate

stand.

One of the first things Burleson
did after taking over management
of the Herald was to give the
newspaper a new look. He dis-
continued the practice of selling
space on page one for advertise-
mients that had been in effect since
before his grandfather came to the
Herald in 1897.

‘On March 11, 1960, he replaced
the Excelsior type his father had
used with a new, slightly larger
and easier to read typestyle called
Corona.

‘Shortly after, he also expanded
the newspaper's production capac-
ity by acquiring a second Linotype
machine, a Model 26.

‘After Charles R. Burleson died
on Dec. 21, 1961, his widow be-
came owner and publisher of the
Herald. However, her son contin-

AT T

Happy 100th Anmversary
t The @rlhlep Berald |

Congratulations to
Bill and the Burleson Family!

ued to conduct the business as he You're 100 & We're 1 Year Old

had during his father's declining b AU

years, We're Looking Forward to the Next 99!
William David Burleson bought 0 e 0

the newspaper from his mother 't i

and became the sole owner on Oct. ' me AII The Crew

10, 1962. His mother died on
Feb. 15, 1965 following a short

The Dpportunity Bulletin Newspaper

mlllﬂﬂsiﬂs “ﬁg‘,- i . . illness.
t
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Bill & Family on your |
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—Stan & Jan Lane—
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William David Burleson...

(Continued from page 11B)

And he began doing the press-
work for another newspaper, the
Yuba College 4%r, on Sept. 4,
1963. In later years, printing
newspapers for other publishers
would become an important part
of Burleson's business. He gave
up his commercial/job printing
shop to concentrate entirely on it.

In March, 1964, in an effort to
overcome voler apathy in regard
to city government, he sponsored
Gridley's first city council candi-
dates' night forum. The event was
held at the Gridley Woman's Club
on March 30.

Before Burleson could install a
new rotary offset press to print
the Herald, he had to arrange his
plant to accommodate it.

He started in August, 1964 by
expanding his office into the old
Rideout Bank building next door
to the north, He had the two
commercial spaces combined into
one and united the fronts of both

E.N EARLY TYPESETTER FOR PHOTO OFFSET—Loretta
urks Carroll, the Herald's advertising director at the time, oper-
ates a first generation Compugraphic 7200 photo offset typesetting
machine. It set single lines of type on strips of photographic paper

with a new wall designed to give
the appearance of a modem struc-
ture.

He already had ordered a new
two-unit Goss Community Press
and to be able to use it, he had to
have a special "process camera” 10
produce the page-size negatives
which are used to create a printing
surface on the thin aluminum
plates that are used in the offset
printing process.

These plates are coated with a
light sensitive material. After it
has been exposed 1o light through
the negative, it is hardened while
the unexposed area is washed
away.

To save money, Burleson
decided to build his own process
camera—something he was
prepared to do, given his
background and experience
working with photographic
technigues over the years.

He related that he bought a 21-

for use as headlines and in ad composition,

inch lens and other materials from
Army surplus and with the help
of "a good friend in the camera
business," he went about the task.

Their finished product had “a
greater range of enlargement and
reduction than most process cam-
eras" used by newspapers, he
beamed in telling the story.

By the end of September, the
new Goss press, which carried
production number 232, was being
erecled at the rear of the plant. It
was ready for a trial run on Oct,
13, 1964.

At first, the type was set on
the Linotype machines and made
up into page forms as before.
And the old Babcock press was
still used, but only to make the
page proofs that would be pho-
tographed to get the negative
needed to sensitize the printing
plates.

As late as October, 1967, the
Gridley Herald was the only
newspaper in Butte County print-
ing with an offset press.

However, all did not go as
smoothly during those years as
Burleson might have hoped.

"It was so early in the offset
process we had lots of trouble
with plates, film, chemicals and
the works for the next five
years," he recalled. "Boy, those
first years, you could never tell
what was going to happen.”

Meanwhile, Burleson gradually
did away with the "hot metal"
method of setting type. He do-
nated his Model 14 Linotype to
California State University Chico
and sold the Model 26 to Rose
Printing in Marysville.

The old Babcock press was sold
in August, 1965 to a Pele
Marongiu of Oroville who used it
as a die-cutter for cardboard signs.

At first Burleson acquired
Friden Justowriters and later a
Fototype Compositor to produce
the columns of type that would
be attached with wax onto paper
page forms for photographing in
the offset darkroom.

Then he progressed to Compu-
graphic typesetting equipment
that was computerized although it
did not have memory.

Finally he caught the "computer
bug" and began using micro com-
puters with laser printers and
desktop publishing software for
the same purpose. :

Burleson initially tried Tdndy
models sold by Radio Shack then
switched over to Apple
Macintosh computers in 1985.

"One of our biggest supporters is Bill Burleson and
The Gridley Herald — Thanks For the Memories!"

Join Us Again This Year To Celebrate
"Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow"

at the

Butte County Fair & Sportsman’s Expo
August 26th — 30th

Daily Entertainment Includes:

Susan Rosen - Hypnotist  The Rangers
Snuffy The Clown © Cireus Imagination
King Cotton Dixieland Band * Alphabet Soup Puppets
Heartache Tonight - A Tribute to the Eagles * Days Ride
Bad Moon Rising - A Tribute to Creedence Clearwater Revival

Grandstand Events:

Concert * Rodeo * Destruction Derby © Miss Butte County Pageant and more..

7th Annual YOUTH EXPO
Event runs May 6th — 9th
Over 3,000 Exciting Entries - Free Admission

His production manager, John
Skaggs, also has become an expert
in using micro computers for all
aspects of news and ad composi-
tion work.

Skaggs was a panel member in
1988 for a CNPA-sponsored
Graphics Seminar at Chico State
discussing "Composing Your
Newspaper With Micro Comput-
ers." "John had all the answers,”
Burleson related afterward.

"The (Herald's) first Apple was
a Lisa," Skaggs said. Next came a
512 kilobyte Macintosh and then
Mac Pluses.

Today the Herald is using the
SE, Ilcx, LCIII, Quadra 700, Cen-
tris 650, and Power Mac 8600-
300 models.

However, Skaggs views his ad

composition on a ViewSonic 21-
inch screen. He also has a scanner
that can digitize both positive
prints and negatives then create
the dot structure needed to
reproduce photographs in the
newspaper.
In the middle of all this change,
Burleson was faced with having to
move his printing plant—thanks
to the Oroville earthquake on
Aug. 1, 1975 which knocked his
press out of alignment.

He purchased the building at
630 Washington Street that Mills
Construction Company had
erected in 1961 and remodelled it
for use as a newspaper plant. This
included installing the press on a
"floating concrete slab."

The difficult task of relocating
the plant was completed on July
2, 1976.

Burleson's second battle with
the Southern Pacific involved a
problem created by new railroad
industry technology.

Special sensing devices had been
installed along the tracks north
and south of Gridley to detect
overheated journals, called "hot
boxes," on the wheels of freight
cars. A hot box can cause a rail-
road car to catch fire,

The read-out for the detector
north of Biggs near the Highway
162 crossing was located within
the city limits. On several occa-
sions this led to freight cars with
hot boxes being set out on a side
track here with the expectation
that the Gridley Fire Department
would put out any fire that re-
sulted.

Many residents were afraid that
cars with explosive, inflammable
or toxic materials would produce
an extreme hazard to the commu-
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A MORE SOPHISTICATED MACHINE—Compug ap”

ued to improve its typesetting equipment and came
Editwriter 7500 which could do more than the earlier ™™

machine was used for body type for news stories.

It ol

coded to produce larger type for headlines. At left is”
William David Burleson's daughter, Susie Ullman, ¥ r
working as a typesetter for the Herald. With her i *¥

bitts, another typesetter.

nity if they started burning while
standing in the city.

Also, there was resentment be-
cause fires which, in effect, had
originated outside Gridley were
being brought here to be extin-
guished at some expense to the
city.

Southern Pacific countered this
argument by pointing out that it
paid city taxes and should, there-
fore, be entitled to fire protection
the same as any other taxpayer.

Burleson started complaining
about the situation, both editori-
ally and in letters to the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission,
in February, 1967. The result was
a full-scale investigation by that
regulatory agency.

It culminated in a PUC hearing
held in Gridley on March 5, 1968
at which City Attorney Seth
Millington also acted as an attor-
ney for Southern Pacific.

]

“and Gary C. Jenkins M.D.

Earlier, on Det ‘§i
Burleson had questO™ M
this dual role was & '
interest and asked the
to retain another "8
represent Gridley at * 8
He said he was only '§
concerns mentioned 8
various residents
community. i 5

This prompted MK
give Burleson a $€'™y
lashing at the Jan. %
council meeting, "I MA"H
complete contempt 08
have ever had for a D8
Millington ranted.

After the PUC ™
held in Gridley, théf
determination of the “Zg
Nevertheless, the 158
check for $250 to

(Continued 07§

James C. Brown Jr., D.0. Paul McOmber, P.A. Albert W. Nielsen, MD

Over Thirty Years Serving The Communities of GI'*

and surrounding areas offering: _:
» Family Practice * Pediatric To Geriatric Ca%
Well Child Exams * CHDP/Immunizations g
DMV Exams * Osteoporosis Screening

Announcing The Addition To Our Staff:

Anton Dahlman, M.D.

General * Cancer * Endocrine Surgery
Diplomate of American Board Of Surgery

GRIDLEY MEDICAL GRO!

846-5655 225 Spruce St.
Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

Saturday 9 am until Noon
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' Fire Department,

4 incidents,

that year Burleson

‘OUgh the railroad

; %?;m cars with
be dropped off

limits.

that his course

dm David Burleson...

ground a nearby irrigation canal
and drainage ditch. The suit was
transferred to the same federal
court that had issued the consent
decree, so it got nowhere,
However, the government fi-
nanced public service law firm
that represented CHIP obtained a
court order requiring the plain-

tiffs in the swit to pay its
attorney Cosls.

During his 48-year career as a
newspaper reporter, editor and
publisher, Burleson has had many
exciting experiences as well as
some embarrassing moments. One
incident brought Gridley a great
deal of attention.

That was the time in February,
1972 that Burleson pulled out of
Charlie Stohlman's service station
dragging a blazing gas pump be-
hind his Buick station wagon. He
had driven off before the nozzle
had been removed from his vehi-
cle's gas tank.

And he kept going, towing the
flaming pump, out of fear that if

llllﬂlmg box car
: several
1 2 hot box caused
Irain to explode in

ed in a long-
With the Commu-

vement Pro-
: aE(ﬂli::fb:;\ssed“in
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“Ort refyseq ) bny

U did pring about
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S —

¢d consent de-
ed by the city
ch 22, 1985,
. “‘h’l Was eventually
oy aﬂﬂlhcr legal con-
* Of the off-site im- §
Were needed but
the negosiations, (K
several other
b S in a Jawsuit that |
o 'ike CHIP nmler-

he stopped, it would cause some-
thing else to catch fire—maybe
even his own vehicle. After being
dragged three miles, the pump
stopped burning.

As a good news reporter
should, Burleson wrote himself
up like he would anyone else.
Thus the episode eamned him a
good deal of razzing from his
friends around town.

In addition, the incident pro-
vided fodder for the top item in
Herb Caen's San Francisco Chroni-
cle column on March 2, 1972 and
a special story in the Sacramento
Bee on the day. following.

Burleson has had other close
calls, particularly when doing
aerial photography. On one
occasion the airplane in which he
was flying ran out of gas and had
to make an emergency landing.

On another occasion, the pilot
had to make a dead stick landing
after a gasket burst, shooting oil
onto the hot manifold and filling
the plane's cabin with smoke.

Burleson served three terms on

W

Wednesday, May 6, 1998 — THE GRIDLEY HERALD — Page 13B

the board of directors of Califor-
nia Newspaper Publishers' Associ-
ation and several terms as presi-
dent of the Mid-Valley Unit. He
also has been a member of the
National Newspaper Association's
postal and membership commit-
tees.

He has been a member of a long
list of community organizations
and has received merited recogni-
tion for his efforts on behalf of
Gridley and its residents.

He was named Man of the Year
in 1982 by the Gridley District
Chamber of Commerce. He re-
ceived the Chamber's award for
outstanding community service in
1995.

Among his memberships are the
Gridley Rotary Club, which he
served as president in 1980-81, the
Lions, Moose Lodge, Masonic
Lodge and York Rite Bodies, Ben
Ali Temple of the Shrine, the
Gridley Gourmet Cooks and the
Society of Antique Modelers,
which he served as local chapter
president several times,

GRIDLEY EASTSIDE FLOODED IN 1907—This scene, looking east, shows the flooding at the in-
tersection of Hazel and Washington Streets when the Feather River overflowed in March, 1907. The
flood that year was the worst since 1881 when the same area east of the railroad tracks was under wa-
ter. The Christian Church is on the right.

NOW ITS ALL MACINTOSH FOR TYPESETTING—Scotty
Williams, the Gridley Herald's current editor, writes and edits his
stories and headlines using a Macintosh LCIII micro computer .
and desktop publishing software. When a story is ready to go into
the page form for the paper, it is printed out on an Apple Laser-
Whriter Ilcx.

WALLCOVERING

EXPERT PAINTING BY FINE CRAFTSMEN

« INTERIOR » EXTERIOR

* COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

+ CUSTOM COLOR CONSULTING

* DRYWALL REPAIRS - TEXTURING

* POWER WASHING * FAUX FINISHES
* FREE ESTIMATES + SENIOR DISCOUNT |
+ COMPETITIVE PRICES :

ACOMPLETE PAINTING & WALLCOVERING SERVICE SINCE 1970
BONDED & INSURED CONTR. LIC, 4498024

846-5817

PRISCILLA’S

THE GYM

FOR MEN & WOMEN

NOW OPEN!

Come In And See Qur Facilities
Aerobics * Free Weights
Racquetball * Cardio Machines

1010 S\mmuu .S lul . (mdlu

846 9’§18

1915 HAZEL STREET SCENE—This photograph, dated Nov. 3,
1915, shows Hazel Street looking east from Kentucky Street in
Gridley's downtown business district. The old Leland Hotel
building, erected in 1888, is at the left. It is now known as the
Hazel Hotel. The rebuilt Stone Block can be seen up the street
on the right. The city council adopted an ordinance on Aug. 18,
1924 that required removal of the porches that had shaded a
number of Gridley's business houses. The porches were taken down

| ‘fg,, Mico COMPUTER—Nick Baptista, who was then
| .,m‘:!nld used a Tandy TRS 80 computer from Radio
'; "h-, hig storles and set the type at the same time. His

red on a disk which was then inserted in a Com-
""‘iﬂe to produce the type that was pasted on a page

V.
2z

Serving The
Gridley - Biggs

Sales & Factory
Authorized Service
For GE & HOTPOINT

We Car
Parts Fg

2586 Olive Hwy

Lz,

SRABDLTANEE

- 5343436

¢ Oroville

later that year and during the early part of 1925,

River was almost dry in 1924

Gridley irrigators faced a par-
ticularly dry season in 1924 and
the Sutter Butte Canal Company
had to battle the Great Western
Power Company for what little
water was available for diversion,

The situation was so bad that
William Davis Burleson noted on
June 28 that "for the first time
since white men have known the
Feather River, it is dry in places
below the intake of the Sutter

)
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mal I T

Butte Canal and a Gridley man re-
ports that a few days ago he
walked across the stream on a rif-
fle without wetting his feet."
Later that year the Sutter Buite
Canal Company preserved its
rights to water from the river in a
negotiated settlement of the law-
suit it filed against the Great
Western Power Company and its
Western Canal Company sub-

Jmmwahtiom Fo: o,w |

The Wlshmg Corner
» Gk §p S Frwrs. » Hliom Foloons § Avehos
* Castorn Decorating vailalle * Shecial Discounts
* Fpoe Consudbation. * Fhodtetions * Roentals

611 Magnolia Street * Gridley ¢ 84§0869

Jo Bill CBunﬂeson
Thank You for your

yeais of dedication to Gjnicley
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Major conflagration

(Continued from page 1B)

the fire well at the Kentucky
Street intersection but was unable
to pump. water there, either.

It was then that Porter realized
"the fault was all in the engine."
Its valves had become hardened
and refused to function.

The Chico Record's report ex-
plained that the steam pumper's
valves had "baked" when it stood
for two weeks under the hot sun
while the fire station was being
renovated.

Repairs to the engine were made
on the spot, but 45 minutes
elapsed before the steamer was in
working order. All the while the
fire was raging through the busi-
ness buildings on the south side of
Hazel from Kentucky to Virginia.

The fire department's little
hand pumper was in action during
that period but its single stream
of water proved no maich for the
flames which quickly got out of
control.

Once the steam pumper could
begin throwing water, it con-
quered the flames in short order.
The progress of the fire was fi-
nally stopped in C. A. Moore's
jewelry store on Virginia Street.

The portion of the Stone Block
thus saved included the two-story
building facing Virginia Street
that had been erected in 1877 and
the single-story section added in
1883.

When the fire started, Abner
Miller and F. H. Lee happened to
be sitting on the sidewalk on the
Hazel Street side of the Pacific
Hotel which was situated
opposite the Stone Block.

"They saw a light in the alley
near an outhouse at the rear of [J.
L.) Porter's variety store in the
Stone Block," the Chico Record
said. "They investigated and
found the outhouse in flames."

There was nothing they could

. do to put out the fire, so "Miller
“ran to the fire bell and sounded
the alarm while Lee went to the
sieamer and made ready for a run
as soon as sufficient men arrived
1o move the engine."

However, the delay in getting
the pumper to work had allowed
the flames 1o cross the alley and
get into C, H. Block's Livery &
Feed Stable which then fronted on
K:nlucky Street,

ing 10 the Oroville Daily
Register's report, the fire pro-
gressed from the stable into the
single-story brick building at the
southeast corner of Hazel and
Kentucky Sireets that was owned

i

by William Slingsby and housed
W. H. Hall's dry goods and men's
clothing store.

Next east of Hall's store was
the two-story Odd Fellows
building with lodge rooms on the
second floor and C. M. Rankin's
drug store downstairs.

This structure was soon ablaze
and destroyed as were George
Gerst's two single-story buildings
situated between the I.0.0.F.
Hall and the alley.

The Gridley Semi-Weekly Ad-
vance, the Postal Telegraph Com-
pany and Duncan C. McCallum
had their offices in the building
next to the Odd Fellows Hall.
Next door on the alley was F. G.
Cooley's saloon.

The Gridley Herald's report said
the fire also worked back from
the alley into the two-story
portion of the Stone Block at the
comer of Hazel and Virginia and,
in the process consumed Moody &
Company's general store and R.
A. Norman's drug store.

From this point the flames
spread both west and south.

On the west the single-story
structures occupied by Roy
Schellinger's barber shop, Fred G.
Moesch's office and Charles
Goulden's tailor shop were de-
stroyed. William Brown's meat
market, with its refrigeration and
cold storage equipment was on the
east side of the alley. It also fell
to the flames.

Burning to the south in the
two-story portion of the Stone
Block fronting Virginia Street,
the fire gutted the post office, but
not before all the mail had been
removed. Next door was Porter's
Variety Store which was de-
stroyed along with the Masonic
Hall upstairs.

Although the progress of the
fire was stopped in Moore's jew-
elry store, this portion of the
building was destroyed.

J. H. Jones' real estate office
was located in the 1877 section of
the Stone Block. It was saved.
The Rideout Bank's Gridley office
was next south of this building
and was untouched.

The Gridley Herald's office and
print shop next door to the bank
also was unscathed. However, ev-
erything that could be moved had
been taken out of the newspaper
plant as a precaution.

“Luckily no lives were lost in
the fire," Editor Burleson said.
He related that "the closest call
of any was that of T, B, Channon

who, in his endeavor to save the
records of the Masonic Lodge,
was nearly overcome by the
smoke."

Upon learning of the fire in
Gridley, residents of Biggs came
to their sister's city's aid and
Burleson made it a point to ex-
press his community's appreciation
for their efforts.”

"The Herald man," he said, re-
ferring to himself, "observed a
good many of the businessmen of
Biggs among those who were
working like Trojans to help save
property from the flames, carry-
ing hose, swinging axes and
otherwise doing the neighborly
thing,”

Since Burleson's newspaper was
printed five days after the fire, he
could also report that most of the
property owners who had lost
structures in the fire were already
taking steps to rebuild.

And the Herald's editor had
also had time to reflect on what
he believed to be the "important
lesson” learned from the fire.
"Some means must be provided to
furnish better protection from
disastrous fires," Burleson wrote
on July 14,

"The protection had in the past
was as good as could be expected
under the circumstances and could
not have been better without an
additional expense that all our
citizens will now admit could
have been incurred with advantage
and profit," he said,

"If no better or more economi-
cal way can be adopted than incor-
poration, then Gridley should lose
no lime in incorporating,” he de-
clared.

"The loss incurred by such a fire
as was experienced last Sunday
evening would defray the expense
of incorporation for a long time
to come,” Burleson pointed out,
"Gridley needs and must have a
better fire service, and to secure
it, must defray the necessary ex-

pense.

Gridleyans had explored the
idea of incorporating as a city
during the mid-1890s but had let
the proposal drop. Again in May,
1902 there had been "quiet talk"
about incorporation but nothing
was done.

After Biggs voters appmved in-,
corporation by an 87-7 MT
June 20, 1903, Burleson brogght”
up the issue again, pointing to the-
need to establish a water system |
here.

He suggested  that ithe cost|

Congratulations to The Burleson Family
As You Celebrate 100 Years
of Exccllcncc in the Publishing Busincss

Ve take pride in the rich
N\, history of Gridley and salute
" businesses such as The

Gridley Herald who have | ong
been comnitted to serving
the community. We also look
forward to future economic
development and positive
growth for Gridley and pledge
to strive to make the future a
bright and positive one for
the community.

The Gridley Chamber of
Conmerce was started in
1946. The Cridley Business
Improvement District was
formed in July of 1997. For
information on the Gridley
Chanber of Commerce and
Cridley Business Improvement
District, call (530) 8463142, or
stop by the Chamber Office
at 601 Kentucky &treet.

&

Gridley Chamber of Commerce

Gridley Busincss Improvement District

I
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1905 FIRE DESTROYED FIRST STONE BLOCK—Much of the original Stone Block 1"
to rubble by the fire that broke out on the night of July 9, 1905 and devastated the sot
Hazel Street between Virginia and Kentucky Streets. This view looks southwest t

that were left by the blaze which consumed property worth an estimated $100,000. The b
of hand when the town's Amoskeag steam pumper, seen here behind the hose cart, was U
pump water because of hardened values. It took 45 minutes to make the necessary repaiﬁ-

could be defrayed by the $3,000 a
year in license fees Gridley's five
saloons would then be paying to
the city instead of the county.

Nothing was done until July
14, 1904 when a town meeting
was held to consider the question,
During this discussion, fears were
raised that incorporation would
lead to bonded indebtedness so the
proposal was rejected.

However, at the meeting, it was
decided to form a board of trade
which, in those days, performed
the same functions as a chamber of
commerce. Burleson was elected
to serve as the board's first presi-
dent.

Burleson agitated the incorpo-
ration issue again in the Herald's
Aug. 4, 1905 issue by running a
front page editorial headlined:
"Make A Move For Incorpora-
tion."

He pointed out that the pros
and cons of the question had been
so frequently discussed that there
was little likelihood that the
minds of those who were either
for or against the proposal could
be changed by further argument.

"It would seem that the proper
thing to do at this time is to try
the matter out on its merits," he
said. "The Herald suggests that
now is the time for those who
desire to see the town incorpo-
rated to make-a move in the mat-
ler."

Burleson wrged that a petition
be circulated so the issue could be
settled by being put to a vote in

an election. This was done and it
was signed by 142 persons.

The petition was presented to
the Butte County Board of Super-
visors on Oct. 3, 1905, After an
attempt was made to delay action,
the board set the incorporation
election for Nov. 16, 1905.

The Herald continued to present
its arguments in favor of making
Gridley a city. "It is our opinion
that the benefits to be secured un-
der incorporation will be much
greater than the expense incurred
through taxation,” Burleson ar-
gued.

When opponents started rumors
to the effect that the citizens of
Biggs regretted incorporating, he
went there to find out for him-
self. He interviewed 29 of that
city's property owners and busi-
nessmen and published their com-
ments in the Herald's Nov. 10
edition,

Merchants William Doty,
Moses LaPoint and C. E. Chat-
field each assured Burleson that
Biggs had derived satisfactory
benefits from incorporation as a
city. Their remarks were typical.

F. C. Kemper, a harness maker,
added that "not more than one
person in Biggs would vote
against incorporation if su_bmitwd
to the people after two years'
experience,”

Philip Grien, owner of the
Planters' Hotel, said, too, he was
"perfectly satisfied with' incorpo-
ration." Philip Grien, Jr., who
then had a livery stable in Biggs,

termed  incorporatiof /&
thing for the communi®
J. E. Ruggles, the P
the Hotel Colonia, %
believed it was moﬁ
to have "home
trustees "in control”
of supemsors havms "'
terest in the comm A
M. A. Randall ?
"incorporation is & bet®
town, especially if i‘
controls public unllﬂ“' (
J. M. Coffman, P y
editor of the Biggs ”
Burleson that since .‘ |
"people t?ke more lﬂ i
welfare of the town.” 8
Georgc Peach lmﬂﬂd '
tion "the thing, and 00}
do" and told Burmsw‘
foolish down in Grid
don't do iL." '
At the election 0f, g |
Gridley became a city * i
class by a 27-vo J
There were 85 votes "=
of incorporation Wiﬂ'
against the measure.
The Chico Record ™
the outcome "was in ’
prise to many, for lh‘
pression was that it ¥
close fight with the ch&*§
against mcorpmantm»
William Brown, T. B
C. H. Block, Ed Fag®
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The first phase of Stone's origi-
nal building project was a single
story structure extending from
what was dubbed "Persimmon Al-
ley" a distance of 50 feet east on
the south side of Hazel. The
building, which had a depth of 46
feet, was divided into three store

spaces.

When the Herald announced this
project in its Sept. 16, 1881 edi-
tion, the news item related that
the bricks that would be used
were already in the process of be-
ing kilned.

In the same item, the Herald re-
ported that "next spring Mr.
Stone intends putting up a hand-
some two-story brick on the
comer of Hazel and Virginia
Streets." It would front 40 feet
on Virginia and 60 feet on Hazel,
the newspaper said.

A month later, it was an-
nounced that Stone would build a
second brick structure fronting 60
feet on Virginia Street between
the drug store and the Wells
Fargo Co. office.

"A majority of these new stores
are already engaged and negotia-
tions are pending for the others,’
the Herald reported.

Workmen began tearing down
the wood buildings on the site of
the Hazel Street structure on Dec.
5, 1881. "Charles B. Abrams, of
Chico, will superintend the brick
work," the newspaper said. "C.
M. Dustin is the architect and
will have charge of the carpenter-
ing."

By February, the Hazel Street
building was ready to be occupied
by its new tenants, one of which
was the Gridley Herald. The
newspaper's press and printing
material were moved in on Feb.
10, 1882,

Fred Hackett and Sam Jeffray
moved into one of the store spaces
on Monday, Feb. 13. Their store
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hmlt_e:s won the com-  peal

Biggs men killed 249, which,
went sent to market, netted $32
that was used to aid the burned-

. ont family,
It was decided to make the sec--

ond hunt a team contest. Two
eight-man teams were formed
with Ed Hobson as captain of one
and K. Enslow leading the other.
The teams hunted for four
hours, sweeping a territory about
two miles long and 200 yards
wide, Hobson's side finished with
122 rabbits while Enslow's had
bagged only 106, according to a
report sent to the Marysville Ap-

The most successful hunters,
members of Hobson's team, were
G. Waldron 22, Wm. Heald 19
and C. E. Swezy 17.

Meanwhile, money, lumber,
nails and other supplies were do-
nated by Biggs merchants and
"about 15 mechanics went
immediately to work and have
completed Mr. Helmack a
comfortable home free of charge,”
the Appeal said.

All-together, the episode
demonstrated the "generous spirit"
that characterized the pioneer resi-
dents of south Butte County.

Pat 'n Larry

sold notions, confectionery, sta-
tionery, cigars, tobacco, etc.

On Tuesday, Reed, who had been
appointed postmaster, moved the
post office from the Wharton
Block at the southwest corner of
Hazel and Kentucky Streets to the
front part of his newspaper plant.

Meanwhile, the old wood
structure on the corner of
Virginia and Hazel had been
removed so work could begin on
June 20 on Stone's next projecl.
By this time he had decided to
extend his buildings 140 feet
south on Virginia from Hazel.

In July, North Butte Lodge No.
230, F&AM entered into a five-
year lease for the hall in the
building just north of the drug
store. "This will be the finest
hall in town and one of the best
in the county,” the Herald
boasted.

The Stone Block had an addi-
tional hall that was rented by
other organizations such as the
Good Templars and United
Workmen.

The new buildings began to take
shape as summer wore on and
their prominence led Editor Reed
to predict that "Virginia Street,
between Hazel and Sycamore, is
destined to be the business center
of town."

For that reason, Reed moved the
post office and his print shop into
one of the Virginia Street store
spaces after they were ready for
occupancy on Oct. 1. His new lo-
cation, which would be the news-
paper's fourth, was 80 feet south
of Hazel.

The Stone Block's final 60-foot
extension on Virginia was erected
in 1883. This was a one-story
building with three commercial

spaces. :

The Bank of Rideout & Smith
of Gridley opened on Jan. 22,
1884 in the room adjacent to the
drug store. The space next south
would become the home of the
Gridley Herald in 1897.

Although Stone's Block was the
most extensive project launched in
the fall of 1881, the brick build-
ing boom had been kicked off by
another businessman, Jasper N,
Price.

Work began on the foundations'

for this one-story structure -on
Aug. 29, 1881, It fronted 20 feet
on the south side of Hazel and ex-
tended 40 feet back from the
street along Persimmon Alley.

The Herald reported that Price
planned to use the new building
for his saloon. "[Henry] Hum-
phrey has the contract for the
brick work, while Dustin & Cole
will do the carpentering,” the
Herald said.

In February, 1882, R. M. Bee-
bee, a hardware dealer, and An-
drew Ellison, saddle and hamness
maker, announced they would
erect single-story brick buildings
for their businesses.

Abrams was also the contractor
for this structure. It was located
on the south side of the street be-
tween Price's new brick and H. J.
Robinson's Gridley Livery Stable
at the southeast corner of Hazel
and Kentucky. Beebee's building
was 26 feet wide by 50 feet deep.
Ellison’s was 18 by 40.

"These structures will have
fronts similar to those adorning
the bricks adjacent, and when

Dinners
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THE SCHORR BLOCK—This group of brick store buildings on the south side of Hazel
Street east of Ohio Street was named for its owner, Jacob Schorr. At the time this photo
was made, the Native Sons of the Golden West was holding a meeting in the Odd Fellows
Hall which occupied the second story of the building next to the alley. Schorr's first brick
block on this site was erected in 1883. It was destroyed by fire in 1891 and then rebuilt,

completed the block between
Virginia and Kentucky Streets on
the south side of Hazel will be
the most attractive of any in the
town," the Herald said.

The buildings built by Beebee
and Ellison and the one erected by
Price were also victims of the
1905 fire.

Gridley's first brick building,
the Wharton Block, which had
just been acquired by Rideout and
Smith, a Marysville banking firm,
was lost to fire on the afternoon
of Saturday, July 1, 1882. This
blaze started in a nearby single-
story frame structure that was

also consumed. It was owned by.

Mrs. George Drew and housed J.
L. Ne¢l's restaurant.

According to the Herald's ac-
count of this fire, flames from
the burning restaurant entered the
Wharton building through a sec-
ond-story window "and gained
such a headway before the fact be-
came known that the structure
was completely destroyed.”

A week after the fire, the Her-
ald announced that W. A. Price
had purchased "the lot and ruins
of the old post office corner."
Editor Reed explained that "Aleck
intends erecting a two-story brick
building on the premises, the first
floor to be occupied by himself as
a grocery, the second to be used as
a;hx}ll by secret societies.”

i :

WiL¥?s

However, Price later changed
his plans for the building and
made it into a hotel with 13
rooms upstairs. The following
January it was ready 1o be opened.

"It is a valuable addition to the
business enterprises of the town,"
the Herald proclaimed in its Jan.
11, 1883 edition. "The rooms are
neatly furnished, pleasantly lo-
cated and well ventilated. Last
night the dining room was the
scene of a social dance.”

Meanwhile, a fire that broke
out at about 1 am. on Wednesday,
Sept. 20, 1882 had destroyed the
remaining frame buildings on the
south side of Hazel Street be-
tween Ohio and Kentucky Streets.
The blaze, which consumed two
two-story structures, and five
single story business houses, was
stopped 40 feet short of W. A.
Price's new brick.

Jacob Schorr, who had lost the
two-story wood building in
which he and C. E. Dachler had
been operating a drug and variety
store and wholesale liquor
business, began rebuilding the
half-block on the south side of
Hazel west of the alley with
brick on June 12, 1883. ‘

The project covered the 110-
foot distance on Hazel with a 60-
foot deep building that provided
spaces for five stores. The
building next to the alley was a

two-story structure 25-feet wide
and housed the IOOF Hall
upstairs, The other stores were
single story.

"When completed, the Odd Fel-
lows' Hall will be the best venti-
lated society hall in the county,
there being 12 ventilators located
in the side walls," the Herald

said.

The series of buildings, which
were designed by Schorr with the
assistance of C. M. Dustin, was
finished in September, 1883,
"Mr. Schorr has made a good
investment,” Editor Reed
declared. "He'll reap a rich
reward."

Meanwhile, H, J. Robinson's
Gridley Livery Stable at the
southeast corner of Hazel and
Kentucky had also been recon-
structed with brick.

As described by the Herald, the
livery stable facility consisted of
two buildings. One was a 47x81-
foot single story structure facing
on Hazel. It included a 12x16-
foot waiting room especially re-
served for ladies as well as the
office, sleeping quarters for em-
ployees and space for carriages,

Next to this building was a
two-story structure fronting 34
feet on Kentucky and extending 80
feet to the east. It included stalls
for horses and had a loft which
could store 51 tons of hay.

season.

restore the area.

Wild Goose Storage Project
Begins Construction Season

It Finally Stopped Raining

Wild Goose Storage Inc. and the Gridley area rice farmers had one thing in common
this spring, they both were waiting for the fields to dry out so they could begin work. |

The next few months will be ones of intense activity for the Wild Goose natural gas
storage project. Some of those activities will include: (1) surveying and finalizing the
alignment for the four-mile pipeline that will connect the well pad site on the Wild
Goose Club with the compressor station; (2) drilling the initial storage well at the Wild
Goose Club; (3) taking delivery of four miles of 18-inch pipe; (4) building the compressor
station foundation; (5) building the pipeline, and (6) cleaning up and restoring the
areas where work occurred. All outdoor work must be completed prior to waterfowl

Temporary Construction Jobs Available This Summer

About 100 workers will be hired through the local union halls to help with construction
this summer. The jobs include: pipefitters, welders, electricians, instrument people,
equipment operators, carpenters, iron workers and laborers. WGSI estimates that local
payroll during construction will be $2-3 million.

Pipeline Construction Is Like An

The actual construction of the pipeline will probably be the most visible part of WGSI's
work this summer. Construction in the rice fields will begin in May when drainage
structures and rice levees will be moved to create a dry working strip, which will
minimize crop disruption. Pipeline installation will begin in June and continue on through
July to minimize wetland impacts. Restoration and clean up work will make it difficult
to identify where the pipeline is buried.

Here’s the pipeline construction sequence of events: (1) clear and grade the area; (2)
dig the trench (the top of the pipe must be five feet below the surface in all agricultural
areas); (3) bring in the pipe and lay it down next to the trench; (4) weld the pieces of
pipe together; (5) coat the pipe to prevent corrosion of the welds; (6) lower the pipe
into the trench and tie segments together; ( 7) backfill the trench; and (8) clean-up and

Who is Wild Goose Storage Inc.?

Wild Goose Storage Inc. is an independent gas storage service provider, regulated by
the California Public Utilities Commission. It is a subsidiary of Alberta Energy Company
Ltd., a mid-sized Canadian natural gas company that owns and operates one of the
largest natural gas storage facilities in North America, the AECO-C facility. Alberta
Energy is listed on the New York and Toronto Stock Exchanges, ticker symbol AOG.
For more information contact Mark Roberge, WGSI project coordinator, at 415-291-0750,

n-Air Facto

WILD GOOSE
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Major conflagration...

(Continued from page 14B)

Other officers elected were Fred
G. Moesch, city clerk; E. E.
Biggs, city treasurer; and C. H.
Miller, city marshal.

At the first meeting of the
board of trustees on Nov. 20,
1905, Brown was elected presi-
dent. This position corresponded
to that of mayor today.

At the board's next meeting, an
ordinance was passed that enabled
the city to collect the license fees
that saloons had previously paid
into the county treasury.

Meanwhile, the Amoskeag
steam pumper had been sent to M.
L. Mery's Chico Iron Works for
extensive repairs which cost
$1,047.

The fire commissioners had only
$400 available to pay out on the
bill. This left a balance of $647
which was presented to the newly
formed City of Gridley for pay-
ment. But, the city couldn't come
up with the full amount that was
due on the account.

The predicament was resolved
on Feb. 12, 1906 after two mem-
bers of the city's board of trustees
and the city treasurer came (o the
rescue.

The minutes of the board's
meeting on this date show that

“Trustee William Brown, Trusiee

Ed Fagan and Treasurer E. E.
Biggs agreed to add $100
' 45

\/

L

1
L

conm
el
Tre—r——
—
i st
o r——
—— i
— et
bom rar s
e e
e

each

from their personal funds to the
$347 the city could pay on the
bill.

By the terms of the Feb. 12 ac-
tion, Brown, Fagan and Biggs
were to be repaid, respectively,
from funds available to the city in
March, April and May.

Editor Burleson reported after-
ward that the fire commissioners
had "urned the fire apparatus over
to the city” as part of the ar-
rangement. He said the trustees
had agreed with the
commissioners (0 pay the $647 "in
consideration of the property and
apparatus.”

No mention was made of this
in the minutes of the board of
trustees at the time. However,
the minutes of the May 6, 1906
meeling note that the city had re-
ceived a deed for the fire station
from the fire commissioners.

Burleson concluded his account
of the board of trustees' actions
on Feb, 12 by stating that "the
city fire department is now in
better shape than it has been for
years and with ordinary caution
and care, there should be no
further trouble with it."

Gridleyans would have to wait
until 1908 before the issue of con-
structing a water system and in-
stalling a street lighting system

THE NEW STONE BLOCK AFTER THE FIRE— This scene looking west on Hazel Street in 1908
shows the Stone Block after it was rebuilt following the 1905 fire. Across the street is the
tel which later became the G!rid]ey Hotel.

The first step was to hold what
was, in effect, an advisory vole on
the question of whether both
should be municipally owned or
left to private enterprise.

At the election on April 13,
1908 the vote was 122 to 16 in fa-
vor of municipal ownership of the
water works and 116°to 17 in fa-
vor of a city-installed street
lighting system.

The next step was to ask voler
approval for issuing $30,000 in
bonds to finance the water system
and another $3,000 to install the
street lights.

Burleson gave strong support to
both propositions. A week before
the election, which was set for
July 13, 1908, he used almost all
of the space on the Herald's first
page 1o push for voter approval.

A description of the proposed
water works was given. It in-
cluded a 60,000-gallon tank on a
tower, an electric pumping plant
backed up by an auxiliary steam
engine for use in case of power
outages and interconnected mains
arranged in a grid system for dis-
tribution. A map large enough to
show where the mains would be
laid was printed.

Burleson termed the election "a
critical point in the city's
progress” and appealed to com-
munity pride in urging passage of
Friy R
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the bond measure.

"Other communities that have
less resources ar¢ going ahead
with similar improvements,” he
pointed out, "The people of
Gridley will hardly desire to
announce to the world that they
are not at the front in all that
promises to make the community
better and more desirable as a
place of residence.”

oy i
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systems.

Both measures were approved by
wide margins at the July 13, 1908
election. There were 120 votes in
favor of the water system bonds
and 119 for the street lighting
bonds. Only 24 votes were cast
against each measure,

The board of trustees lost no
time in selling the bonds and let-
ting contracts to complete both
On March 24, 1909,

THE GRIDLEY LIVERY STABLE—The Gridley Livery Stable fronted on the east

Gridley had its 18
streets although Robel
had not yet finished #
the lamps. !

The water system
pleted later in the ¥
Dec. 11, 1909, Burles®
port that Gridleyans ®
ing substantial reduch®
fire insurance rates 8%

<

tucky Street south of Hazel Street when this photo was taken, It was owned by C.HP

was the town's undertaker. Block lost his stable to fire on more than

one occasion but ™

Pelican dances drew crowds
to Gridley during the twent!

As a means of supplementing
his income from the Gridley Her-
ald, Charles R. Burleson capital-
ized on the "dance craze" that
helped create what has come to be
known as the Roaring Twenties,

In the fall of 1923, he and Fred

Fink, Jr., whose father owned the pro;

Fink Movie Theater here, went
into business as the White Pelican
Club.

Starting on Thanksgiving night,
Nov. 29, 1923, they put on a
series of public 28 each fall,
winter and spring that featured
not only a considerable amount of
class, but a flare for showmanship
as well.

Their club took its name from a
species of waterfowl which then
frequented this area but was not
particularly appreciated by anglers
because of its supposedly vora-
cious appetite for fish.

During the six seasons Burleson
and Fink were partners, most of
their dances were held in the
Gridley Dance Pavilion, It was
situated on the east side of
Kentucky Street between Hazel
and Sycamore Streets.

The pavilion had been built
during the spring of 1919 by C. 8.
Green and J. H. Heuberger as an
open air dance platform but it was
closed-in later that year.

The All Stars, an orchestra that
included members from Marys-
ville, Oroville and Gridley, often
played for the White Pelican Club
dances. In addition, top-notch
orchestras from Sacramento and
s_an Francisco were engaged from
time to time.

These included Horace Heidt's
Collegians, Rege Code's Fairmont
Hotel Orchestra that was also
featured on Radio Station KPO,
the Eddie Harkness Victor
Recording Orchestra, and the
orchestra from the Steamship
President Monroe.

Big name West Coast entertain-
ers, including dancers as well as
vocalists, were added attractions
that drew huge crowds to these

would attend from Butte, Sutter,
Yuba and Colusa Counties.

Each season there were Thanks-
giving, Christmas and New Year's
dances as well as several others
each fall and spring. Some of the
dances had special themes with ap-

Their "Night in China," which
featured such popular Asian
vocalists as Anna Chang and
Mabel Fong from San Francisco,
became an annual event.

Other special théme dances in-,
cluded A Night in Hollywood
and A Night in Hawaii. Their A
Little Bit of Egypt dance included
a representation of King Tut's
tomb. Also there were Wampus
Balls and a Weepah Balls.

Marie Zenettini and Albert
Hull, professional dancers from
Sacramento, demonstrated their
interpretation of the Charleston
at a dance on Oct. 24, 1925. A
Charleston contest for amateur
dances was also held with prizes
awarded the winners.

Faye Lanphier, the 1925-26
Miss America, made a personal

ance at a White Pelican
dance on Feb. 5, 1927.

Popular entertainers who were
engaged at one time or another in-
cluded Frankie Shaw and Johnny
Perkins from Coffee Dan's
Restaurant in San Francisco,
Afro-American baritone Walter
"Cookie" Cooke from Sacramento,
the Fiest Trio from San Francisco,

‘movie stars Juanita Hansen and

Geraldine Palmer, radio singer and
recording artist Maurice Grunsky,
singer and dancer Leslie Covey,
New York musical comedy singer
Bobbie Breen.

These events were so popular
with Colusa County dance enthu-
siasts that Burleson and Fink were

.invited to come to Williams to

put on similar events. A dance
hall there was made available but
they declined the offer.

However, Burleson and Fink did
branch out to hold several sum-
mer-lime dances at the Moon
Platform, an open air facility,
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fore and accused that individual of
setting the blaze in retaliation,

However, the Oroville Mercury
doubted this explanation, The
Mercury recalled an incident on
June 20, 1897 when Postmaster J.
W. Long had discovered a fire in
the Herald office in time to save
the plant.

Men who were handy broke into
the building and began using buck-
ets of water in an effort to douse
the flames before the Fire De-
partment arrived to finish putting
out the fire.

In its account of that incident,
the Mercury said the fire had
originated under the floor near the
oven in the next door bakery.
However, the Oroville Register

GRIDLEY'S OLD FLOUR MILL—This photo shows the original

reported that this blaze had
started "from a lot of oily rags
that had been thrown in the cel-
lar."

It took some time for the Grid-
ley Publishing Company's officers
and directors to arrange the fi-
nances needed to set up a new
printing plant for their newspa-

Deuel went to San Francisco
with Company President George
Thresher and Secretary James T.
Galbreath during the latter part
of September to help them select
a new Taylor drum cylinder press
to print the newspaper as well as
new type and other equipment.

The Herald's new print shop
was set up in the single story

portion of the Stone Block on the

Gridley Flour Mill when it was being used by the Griffin-Skelly Co,

for packing dried fruits. The building, located at the northeast
corner of Virginia and Magnolia Streets, was erected in 1875. It
Y eventually became the property of the Sperry Flour Company and

was closed by that firm which leased the building to Griffin-Skelly in

August, 1903, In 1914 the Gridley Rice Milling Company, a firm
that included local investors, acquired the building and installed

machinery for milling rice. Completion of the rice mill was cele-
brated at an open house on the evening of Jan, 1, 1915, Later the
mill was acquired by Rosenberg Bros.

cast side of Virginia Street. The
Herald's Nov. 20, 1897 edition
was the first issue printed in the
new plant,

Power to operate the new press

was provided by a pioneer upright
gasoline engine which was again
placed outside the newspaper's
shop. This engine, which was
"understood by but a few individ-
uals," was remembered as being
"cranky" and "irresponsible."

It refused to function on nu-
merous occasions and the Herald
had to rely on "the burly
strength" of Pleasant Perkins to
turn the press in order to print
the newspaper, Perkins was
Gridley's only Afro-American
resident for many years,

GEIDLEY'S FIRST SCHOOL—'I‘he porﬁol of tlns hnilcllng on the left was Gridley's first school.

FIRST HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING—Thia imposing two and a

half story building at the corner of Vermont and Sycamore Streets *
was Gridley's first high school. It was built in 1902 and continued
in use until an elegant brick structure replaced it on the same site -
in 1928, The bonds needed to finance construction were not ap- |
proved until a professor of agriculture from UC Davis had in- 1
formed Gridleyans at a meeting here that the original high school
was considered one of the two worst in the state. -

HAZEL STREET PARADE—Youngsters march in a parade on
Hazel Street. In the background is the Gridley Hotel,

1t was built in 1874 on the south side of Sycamore Street between Ohio and Vermont Streets. The
portion of the building on the right was added at a later date to accommodate enrollment growth. -

FORMER FLOUR AND RICE MILL—Gridley's original flour
mill that became a part of the Rosenberg Bros. rice mill finally was
acquired by Walter Jansen & Son and used as a feed mill, as
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FIRST MCKINLEY SCHOOL DES’I‘ROYED—Gndleyans survey the damage to the l'rst Mcl(m-
ley School which burned on Jan. 7, 1915. The building was rebuilt using photographs of the original
school, shown below, which was constructed in 1902, The Gridley Herald reported in its Feb. 3,
1915 edition that the original plans, which were drawn by a San Francisco architect, had been lost
in the fire that followed the 1906 earthquake. Therefore, Chester Cole, the architect retained for
rebuilding the school, had "secured photographs of the old building” for use in drawing plans "to
reproduce it."
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1586 Hwy 99 590 Colusa Ave.
Gridley Yuba City

Caldwell Enterpnse Inc. Main Office Located on
Washington St. Gridley

From rcadmg the blue prints...
for the custom designed cabinets

...1o the finished product. Fine cabinetry meeting today’s top quality standards
for a competitive market.

AII donc by expert craftsmen -

Organized in 1887

Gridley's first fire departme

Gridley finally organized a fire
department after a blaze destroyed
the American Hotel and
threatened merchant L. C. Stone's
home on Sept. 28, 1887.

This blaze started late in the
afternoon and caused damage
estimated at $18,000 to $20,000
with only $4,500 covered by
insurance,

It also took the life of a
woman, identified only as Mrs.
Lopez, in whose dwelling the fire
originated.

Her house was next to the
American Hotel, which was situ-
ated at the southwest corner of
Virginia and Sycamore Streets.
The hotel, owned by J. R. Willis,
caught fire and was quickly de-
stroyed, according to accounts
published in the Oroville Regis-
ter, Chico Enterprise and

pitl D

GRIDLEY LDS CHURCH—This is the edifice the Gridley members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints completed at the northwest corner of Sycamore and Vermont Streets in Novem-
ber, 1912. "The cost runs close to $12,000," Editor William Davis Burleson said in the Nov. 23,
1912 edition of the Gridley Herald. He explained that "the funds for the erection of the church
were supplied by subscription by the members, aided liberally by the business people and citizens of
the town not members of the Mormon orpniuﬁon "

Congratulations on the
Centennial Anniversary

Bill!

From All Of Us At
Caldwell Enterprise, Inc. |

CALDWELL ENTERPRISE, INC.

846-4142 201 WASHINGTON ST. GRIDLEY

Building cabinets in Gridley for Northern California Contractors since 1994

TownPapers®
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The nearby J. I. C. Livery and
Feed Stable also burned. Two
carpenter shops, one occupied by I,
H. Palmer and I. Jenkins and the
other by Thomas Sooy and J. C.
White, were destroyed along with
several nearby dwellings.

Just south of these buildings,
on the west side of Virginia
Street, was the lumber yard
owned by Oscar Sweezy and
Almon Smith. It was saved by a
stream of water thrown from the
nearby four-story Gridley Flour
Mill which had a steam-operated
pump for use in fighting fires.

L. C. Stone's clegant home at
the northwest comer of Virginia
and Sycamore was also threatened.
but it and his block of commercial
buildings to the north were saved
"by the most strenuous exertions”
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on the part of t.he
who fought the blaze.|
The Chico Enterp®
flames leaped "over ¥
the men" who were 18
lhc Stone residence 4
"water works" on -.J
supplied the Stong B!
the fire destroyed
Brown's packing hou
and bam to the west. |
Gridley Herald "
Neff Reed, Frank & IJ
Andrew Ellison "wet
heated and prostramd
not expected Lo llvt’n
a dispatch that was lé
the Enterprise. “
days later this nEWX
pleased to report l.ha!" _;
is right side up W™
walking the streets 2
Shortly after this I
of meetings were
Gridley's first flf"

" Although the He

this period have llot
Minute Book that €%
steps that were taken
served at the Gridley®

The first meeting %
Oct. 11, Charles I %
was by then L. C. S
in the latter's merca™:
acted as lemporary 2
tor Reed was tempofs

This meeting elect
officers and selected
first assistant and
tant. It also appoinké
tee to draft by-laws = I
partment, -

The permanent off
Walsh, president; J
vice president; P
secretary; and will®
reasurer,

Blacksmith C. D-
elected to serve 8s Y
fire chief. Browﬂ
assistant and Wilba®™
named second assis!

Reed, Bevan and £
were named to the ¥
mittee,

Al a meeting heldt
committee compo
Rhoton and R, M. P
pointed to acqnirﬁ-"
Carus, Brown and %
were given the ]
money to pay for it

Four days 18%4
meeting was held 8 4
reported that $4124
subscribed to the ™0
estimated that $100 ™

Based on that 1™
thorization was £ "
a hand pumper at 8"
ceed $350 from “°
Fire Apparatus 5‘
Company in San

When it arnved
1888, Editor Reed ¥
pointed in what ll"
sists of a small haf%
reel and 100 feetOP :
in the Herald's Feb-*

"In our opinion; *
been 'penny wise &
ish' in buying the %3
plained. "The eng™y
to be supplied ¥
yet [is] hardly ot _
justify the expens¢ K
went on.

"One hundred fﬂ“. .
tirely to little
earthly use in Bﬂ-". ;
mere matter O
cistern at each
would be too shot
department 10 msd*
middle of the bloe™ 4

Wells 'mStcad
to be used to PrE Nk
the pumper. Th‘ i
six inches in diam®ghy
deep, was drilled ¥ b
at the intersectio”
Kentucky Streets

The boring of .
paid for by the ™
stores were close ® *“' J
fire wells were e )
the principle inteF F
business district:

The new hand P df
damaged in ship™™ iy
tested until Feb. &
pairs had been

It actually exe j_ ,
tions by drawin® e
17-foot  suctio™ Ji&
through 100 ety
throwing a § R
five-cighths inch
water was throw?
feet with a half-1*

"The fire well 'f
haustible," RM‘1

find fault wnh ﬂ"

tirely to small f

size, and it is eqU
‘man-killer' as
pable of throwin
ter a greater dist
less than twice 38"



