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1905 fie broke out

at 11:30 p.m. in one of the
"outhouses" behind the Stone
Block on the alley running sout
from Hazel Street between Vir-
ginia and Kentucky Streets.

Gridley's Amoskeag steam
pumper wa brought to te scene
promptly enough. However,
tere would be an excruciatngly
long delay before it could put
water on te fire.

The steamer had been positone
first to draw water from te fie
well at te intersection of Hazel
and Virginia Streets but it
couldn't pump a dop tere.

"The fire was ten not of such
proportons tat it could not have
ben extnguished without serous
loss had the steamer been in
working order," according to a
specia dispatch that was sent to
te Chico Daily Morning Reord.

Engineer Jesse Porter had the
appaatus moved down Hael to
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CHARLES NEFF REED
Established the Herald in 1880

loca farmers and businessmen ad
later by the tre generatons of
te Burleson family.

Along the way, the Herald ha
had to overcome competton from
two other newspapers that were
publishe in 00rdley the Semi-

(Contnued on page 2B)

FIRST HOME--Charles Nef Reed, left, ap-
a chat with Arch Taylor in front of the

first printing plant. The little frame build.
on the north side of Hazel Street one door
Street. At the time this photo was made in

Was proprietor of the Gridley Hotel.

create

As te Caioria and Oregon-
Ralroad wa bing pushe up te
east side of te Sacraent Valley
during te spring of 1870, a group
of company offcials arrived in
Maysville on May 4 and pro-
ceede north on te newly con-
structe track.

Led by Chief Engineer S. S.
Montague, tese offcials had tree
primary objectves that day. One
would result in the establishment
of te town of Gridley.

Motague ad his companions
rde a constructon train "to the
front" to inspect the just com-
pleted span over Dry Creek. Also
tey took a look at te situation
tey face in buildng a bridge over
Butt Creek. They wated to fg-
ure out how much cost-saving fal
could be used tere instead of
testlework.

Since driving piles for a long
trestle would take more time than
constucting a embankment to
carry te track, the deision tey
made would detrmine how soon
te railrad could be opened from
Marysville, frstto Nel00n's Sta-
ton, ten to Chico.

Te third objetive for tese of.
ficias was to slect sites where
side tacks, warehouses and depots
could be established to encourage
farmers to use the railroad for
shipping their grain ad other pro-
duce t maket.

However, in making tei dei-
sions, the officials aso had t de-
termine where they should place
oter failites, such a water and
fueling sttons, that were needed
i te opration of a railroad.

Since te loations sleted for
side tacks and depts would b
likely places where new twnsites
coud b developed, I. N. Hubbard
was one of te membrs of Mon-
tgue's party that dy. Hubbard
wa a land agent for te Caiornia
ad Oregon a well a the Central
Pacific Railroad.

Other officials accompanying
Montgue were Artur Brown,
superintendent of bridges and
building for both the CP and
C&O; Roadmaster George Hol-
land; J. H. Strobridge, construe-
tion superntndent for te Con-
tract and Finance Company, which
wa building the railroad; ad T. J.
Davis, who was described as "bss
carpentr" in te Marysville Daily
Appea's report on thei atvite
tat dy.

Once it was deided t plce a
siding hee, Hubbard ad hs assis-
tants went t work t acquire the
land neede for te twnsite tat
they named for George W. Grid-
Icy, a wol grower who wa one
of the three or four largest
landowners in Butte County at the
tme. However, only a prtion of
the townsite would be situated on
land purchased from him.

About.two tirds of the orginal
townsite plat, icluding the spot
where te railroad depot was
built, is on what wa kown in
tose dys a a "school" secton. It
wa part of te grant of the 16th
and 36th sectons in each twnshp
that hd been made by Congress to
the state when California was
admitted to te Union. Tese sec-
tions wer t be sold by the stte
to raise funds for estblishing un-
versifes ad clleges.

A patnt, which transferred ttle
to te 160-acre sout half of te
sout haf of Section 36 of Town-
ship 18 North, Rage 2 East t
Contact ad Finace Compay
President Charles Crocker, wa
signed by Governor Henry H.
Haight on June 17, 1870. It was

(Continued on Page SB)

WILLIAM DAVIS
BURLESON

Hired as editor in 1897

CHARLES RAY
BURLESON

Succeeded his father in 1936

William Davis Burleson

William Davis Burleson, te
fh'st of the thre generatons of
Bule00900s.00who have owned the
00'ifey 0000ralcl,faced huge task
when he arrived here during the
ltter part of Octobr, 1897.

Buleson had been hired a edi-
tor ad manager of te Grdley
Herad just two mont's aftr te
newspapr's plant hd been com-
pletly destroye by fre.

It woud b Burleson's duty to
rebuild te newsaper's business
ad enhanc its proftbility t re-
pay te Gridly Publishng Com-
pany's investment in new press,
type ad other equpment.

Although but 27 yeas old,
Burlesn hd been in te newspa-

per business for a decade ad al-
ready had ben involved in pub-
lishing a newsaper in Illinois and
aoter in Michiga. .......

Not only would he be up to te
challenge tat lay before him
when he got out his fist editon
of te Herald on Oct. 23, 1897, he
would do well enough with the

newspapr that he could eventu-
ally purchae it in 1908.

When Burleson ded on Feb. 6,
1936, he hd gane a wide repu-
tation a "an able ad tenchant
editorial wrter" and was also
known, affectonately, as "the
philosopher of southern Butte."

He was described in the
Marysville Appeal-Democrat as

Charles Ray Burlesn wa well
prepared t take over te reins of
the Gridly Herald when his fa-
ter, Willia Davis Burleson,
de on Feb. 6, 1936 a te result
of a heart attack.

And, a yea and a half later,
when a rjuvenated Gridley Daily
Globe forced the Herald's new
publisher and editr ito a ferce
battle for survival, he was well
arme t make te fght.

Young Burleson had started
working ful-time for te Herad
in Jauary, 1919 ad hd gradually
soudered much of te dy to dy
rsponsibility for producing te
newspapr.

After only 10 years on te Her-
ad's staf, he woud be describd
as "practcally the boss" in a

letter his father wrote t Henry
M. Pratt, his former patner in
te Dunde Hawkeye who had re-
mained a close friend over the
years.

"He is a good news hound, and a
good business getter ad colle-
tor," the elder Burleson declaed
in descrbing his son's abilities.
"The Lord knows what I'd do
without him. He hs helpd me
t what degree of indepndence I
may hve."

Chales R. Burleson's capabili-
tes were of paticula value to
te Herad during the tree years
immediatly pror to his father's
deat. Te elder Burleson's health
slowly decline following a in-
fuenza attck on Feb. 1, 1933
tat had quickly develope into

ily

During hs 48-year career with
the Gridley Herald, William
Davd Buleson has continued hs
family's traditon of using the
newspaper to srve the commu-
nity.

' At te same time, Burleson has
seen printing idustry technology
undergo a revolutionary change
and he' ha manage to keep the
Herald on te cutting edge of tat
tansformaton.

Notitstandng the cost co-
straint faced by a smal newspa-
per, he wa one of te earliest
publishers to conver t te "cold
type" phot offst printng pro-
cSS.

Ad he has been one of te lad-
er in applying micro computers

and desktp publishing softwae
to te producton of a newspapr.

However, Burleson has never
lost sight of the proper functon
of a small hometown news-
papr-t rprt the kind of news
that lager, outside papers have
sacrfce to mae room for teir

coverge of stat, nationa ad in-
ternationa afais.

"The papr is the people's ser-
vat a tool to give tem extnde
exprience trough informaton,

-ad to extnd to oters a picture
of a way of life," he said in an
early expression of his basic edi-
toral philosphy.

At te same tme, Buleso ex-
plaine his reason for devoting
primay attntion to government

WILLIAM DAVID
BURLESON

Became publisher in 1962

"one of te foremost citizens" of
Gridley. Ad, i te Sacrament
Bee, he was credited fo "his
less-,m00'k00,in bridging growth to
te Gridley ditrict.

Far from the least of William
Davis Burleson's contributions

was his role in promotng the
Gridley Colonies which virtually
surrounded the tw.

These fam-site subdivisions
wit tact raging from fve t
40 acres, when sold to small
farmers, created the maket for
irrigaton water tat mae cn-
Struction of the00-Butt County
Cana wit private capital a feasi-

(Continued on
Pageb'B00

pneumona.
"A heart weaknes complcate

te illness and for a tme hs con-
dtion seeme crtcal," the Herald
rported a wek ltr.

He would recover but a long
convaescence wa required bfore
he could resume a light work loa
at the newspapr ofice and he

cae t rly even mor on hs son
to conduct te business.

SO it wa with a great deal of
modesty that Charle R. Buleon
wrote te custmary itroductory
editorial announcing that he
would take up where his father
left off i publishig te Herald.

"It is oftn a diffcult thing fo
a son to step into his father's
place," he said. "In te case of the

(Continued on page gB)

on te loca level.
"Our unit of government like

all oter units of goverment,
smal ad lage, is a iportant
buildng block in the overal
demoratic structure," he pited
OUt.

"In fact, we are te"fondatios,
te grass rots," he said. "If we
cannot build a successful loca
government, how ca we build
upn it a successful couty, state
ad nationa government?"

"A loca newsppr preserves a
city's prsonalit, and is respon-
sive to its immediate needs,"
Burleo pited out on another
occasion some years lter. "The
newspapr in turn dpnds o the

(Continued on page 10B)



Page 2B -- THE GRIDLEY HERALD -- Wednesday, May 6, 1998

venture.,.

The articles appearing in this special edition are based on
the best informaton available to te writer at te tme tey

were prepaed. Like every research project, tis one no
doubt could have beneftte from more tme to look just a
little further for this or that missing piece of information.
However, the nemesis of ever news wrter, the production
deadline, caught up with the prepaer of tese articles.

The materal that formed the basis for these articles has
been gleaned over te past couple of yeas primarily from te
surviving volumes of the Gridley Herald. However, fles
have not been located for the yeas 1886 and 1887 and the
pero after Jan. 7, 1892 untl Nov. 23, 1901. Also, there ae
scatterng issues tat ae missing in te surviving volumes as
well as occasional weeks ad even months.

In a effort to fll tese gaps, oter newspapers that gave
some attention to news of Gridey and southern Butte
County were consulte. These have included te Chico En-
terprise, Chico Record, Oroville Mercur, Oroville Register,
Marysville Appeal and Marysville Demorat, al of which

were separate newspapers at the time. Oter newspapers
visited were the Sutter Count Farmer and the Sutter Inde-
pendent, both of which were published in Yuba City; te
Butte County Regster, when it was publishe in Biggs; and
te Biggs Argus, te Sunshine Valey News, Biggs Weekly
News ad Biggs News.

Microflm of most of the surviving volumes of te Herad
ad these oter newspaprs is available on te second flor
of the Meriam Library at California State University Chico,
which has excellent facilities for both viewing and making
copies. The wrter has spent days ad days there over the

past several yeas and wishes to thak, in particula, te
pleasant, patient and extremely helpful students who have
ben assigne to te perodicals section staff during tat pe-
rio.

Full and free access has been provided to te Gridley
Herald's surviving historic records. Altough tese records

ae spase they have ben of great value as was te William
Davis Burleson and Chales Ray Burleson correspondence
fle tat was found, amost at the last minute, tucked away in

an old box in the shop building at the William David
Burleson home. Also, Burleson has ben completely cadid
i answerng questions when iterviewed about hs career.

In addition, te writer wishes to thank for teir assistnce

, Gridey City Admnistrator Jack Slota, Planing Diector Jo
Sherman and thei able assistat, Colleen Cotter; Bill Jones
and his staff at the Meram Library Spcia Collectons De-

partment ad Northeastern California Archives; the staf at
the Butte County Clerk-Recorder's offce; the reference li-
brarias at te Butte County Library at Oroville, the Packard
Library at Marysville, te Colusa County Library at Colusa
and the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley; Ellen Haltema,
libraria for the Caifornia State'Railroad Museum i Sacra-

mento; Special Collections Librarian Gary Kurutz ad the
Califoria Room staff at the Caifornia State Library in
$tcrament;, an00,of00course., the always friendly ad helpful
00t00tffat te Califoria State Archives in Sacramento.

-Robrt L. "Bob" Johnson

(Continued from page 1B)

Weekly Advance and the Daily
Globe.

The Herald weathered te eco-
nomic distress that came wit the
decline in wheat prices and pro-
duction durng te late 1890s, be-
fore te advent of irrigaton, and
it survived te Gret Depression
of te 1930s.

Furthermore, it has continued
to thrive despite te re-making of
Gridley's business community that
is bing forced by te big retail
stores and discount outlets
located in nearby, easily accessi-
ble, regiona shopping centers.

By giving extensive coverage to
loa news, te Herald has made a
niche for itself tat could not be
dluted by "big" daily newspapers
such as the Chico Enterprise-
Record, Oroville Mercury-Regis-
ter and Marysville Appeal-Demo-
crat which have entere its circu-
laton aea.

Before Charles Nef Red cae
to Gridley to establish the Her-
aid, he had been city editor on te
Oroville Mercury and had worke
a a printer and writer for the
Butte County Register, te frst
newspaper publishe in Biggs.

Reed was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on Jan. 29, 1849.
During the Civil Wa, he joine a
regiment in te Union Army at
age 13 a a drummer boy ten be-
came a orderly. Later, he serve
a a spy operatng behind Confe-
erate Amy lines where captue
would have meant certain deat.

Following te War, he decide
t become a prnter. He learne
te business as he worked his way
West, moving from newspapr to
newsapr as he went. He came
to Butte County from Cason
City, Nevada.

When William Sharkey estab-
lished the Register in Biggs on
Nov. 23, 1877, Reed was offere a
job as a typesetter and reporter.
He wa promoted to print shop
foreman in Januay, 1878 after
George J. Parker left te Register.

Reed becae editr and manager
of te Oroville Mercury in Octo-
ber, 1878 following the seond of
te two fies tat, together, had
virtually destroyed the Biggs
business district tat year.

A year later, Shakey move te
Registr t Oroville. His lat is-
sue in Biggs was published on
Nov. 21, 1879. "Our loca pa-
tonage, although all that the
business of te place can aff-6rd,
has not increase to te extnt ,k,e
atcipate," Shakey said in ex-

plaining his deision to leave te
town.

After going to Oroville, Reed
mantaine a connection with te
South County by marrying
Catherine M. "Kate" Brown on
June 22, 1879. She was the
dughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. K.
Brown who had a ranch fve miles
northwest of Biggs.

Reed gave up his job on the
Oroville Mercury on Sept. 17,
1880 and six weeks later he
launche te Gridley Herald.

"In establishing the pioneer pa-
pr of Gridley, I am actuated by
two motves," he said in his intro-
ductor editoria. The first wa
"to obtain by hard work a honor-
able livelihood for myself and
faily." The second was "t a-
sist, so fa a my efforts ca, in
advancing the genera prosperity
of te town and developing te
various resouces of the county
surrounding it."

He pleged tat he would con-
duct te Herald as a "fearless" but
politically independent journal
that owed no allegiance to any
particula "clique or facton."

Yet Reed was willing to ex-
press his "honest convictons" in
his columns, even if that brought
him into conflict wit imprtant
people in his ciculaton aea.

"An eitor who has no opinions
of his own, or who sacrifces
prnciple for the sake of purse, is
no editor at all, and rarely sue-
ceeds in doing aything of beneft

to either te community or him-
self," he said in explaining his
editorial philosophy at a later
date.

Reed came to be widely known
ad respected aong his contem-
praries in the newspapr business
throughout California. His
writings were often quoted in
oter journas in the surounding
ae ad elsewhere in te state.

Colusa Sun Editor Will S.
Green once remarked that
"Charley, as he was familiarly
caled, was a jovia, good natured
ma," and adde that "he was a
witty writer."

The Sacramento Be ad te Sa
Francisco Call note that Reed
was "full of humor" ad tat te
Herald "frequently bristled with
fun."

Newspaprs ten, as now, were
labor-intensive opratons. So, to
mae te Herald a successful busi-
ness, Reed had to spend long
hours not only writing and
editing the news, soliciting
advertisements ad sending out
and collecting bills, but also
working as typesetter and
pressma.

He even did menia chores tat
ordinarily would be asigne to a
"devil." This position was
usualy flled by a boy who wa
learning te printng trade from
te bottom up.

Ree burned himself out more
ta once durng his caer in Gri-
dley ad had to take extensive

trips away from
regain his health.

The hand press
nearly eight years to
Herald each
ton No. 3. In
that much
presses Johann
others had
started printing
type in the middle
Century.

The major change
technology came
centur. It
a lever ad toggle
ment in place of a
lower the platen
pressure required
from type to paper.

In tose dys,
separate piece
pieces were kept
signed open top
story or
positor had to
from their
ments in te case,
and assemble them
hand-held

Once set, te
tisement were
frame caled a
the type was
place wit devices
it was refered to as

The forms for
time were placed
bed of the press,
sheet of paper waS
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THE HERALD'S PLANT TODAY--Publisher William David Burleson stands in
ley Heraid's modern newspaper plant at 630 Washington Street which is only a little
blocks from the newspaper's fh'st print shop on the north side of Hazel Street
Street. However, it is a far cry from that little frame building in which(
of" the first edition of the Herald on Oct. 29, 1880 using his lever-operated
hand press.

BIGGS-GRtDLEY

MEtVlORIALHOSPITAL

Family Care Center

Hours: 8 am -- 7 pm Monday - Tursday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

Biggs-Gridley Memorial Hospital is a nonproft, community-owned facility. It was built in 1949. The

acute cae beds. Biggs-Gridley Memorial Hospital prides itself on providing a wide variety of services

the local communities. Some of these include an intensive care unit; inpatient and out patient surgery,

laparoscopic surgery; radiology, including CT scan, ultrasound, and mammography; orthopedic surgery;

ratory. Emergency service, including a helicopter/ambulance life support system, is available on a
Family Care Center, one in Gridley and one in Live Oak, provides complete family medical care with nO

ment necessary. The Consulting Doctors Offices, which have specialists in pulmonology, podiatry,

cardiology, ae also available.

Specializing In: CHDP (Child Health Disability Prevention) Well Child
Check-ups at no cost to you Womens Health Care Diabetic Consulting

Sports Physicals Family Planning DMV Physicals Hearing Test
Immunizations Pap Smears Employment Physicals Pregnancy Testing

IFree Mammograms to qualifed individuals Blood Pressure Cheks

i ! :,ii.i il :

The Health Services Center, owned and operated by the Hospital, located next to the Hospital, includeSl

Health Agency, including social work, wound specialist, refabilitation therapies, IV therapy; acute
and a Rehabilitation Services Center, including physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech

included are the business offces, accounting offices, the purchasing department, risk management and

education departments and two conference rooms available for public use.

Insurances Accepted- Medicare- MediCal

ii !it
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New Automated Chemical Analyzer Respiratory Therapy Physical Therapy

=/ I

284 Spruce St.
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Other newspapers would come
and go in Biggs over te years. So
fa tis writer has identifed a to-
tal of 16 different papers that

were published in Biggs at one
time or another but is still not
confident his list is complete.

The best remembered is the
Biggs News which was
established by George A. Dawley

on Jan. 26, 1932. After Dawley's
deat on Sept. 19, 1972, te Biggs
News was continued frst by Max
and Wilma Koenig then by Jan
Held untl Feb. 11, 1992.

Another long-lived newspaper
tere was te Biggs Argus which
lasted from October, 1886 until
Mach 1, 1911 when it was taken

over by the Sunshine Valley News
which had commenced publication

on March 18, 1910.
To make te Herald a permaent

fxture in Gridley, Reed also had
to survive a political ruckus he
kicked up when he tried to get te
local saloon keepers to "clean up
their act" so to spa.

This affair resulted in a public
indgnation meetng, orgaized by
te saloon keepers and teir alies,
which, as acid-penned Butte
Record Edtor George H. Crosette
put it, invited Reed "to roll up
his blankets ad seek pastues new
and green."

Reed was by no means a
"teetotaler." However, he be-
lieved tat before Gridley could

grow and prospr, the town had
to be rid of "hoodlumism" and
"lawlessness" that he blamed the
salon keeprs for condoning and,
in some cases, actualy encourag-
ing.

In a series of editorials pub-
lished in May, 1882 under the
heading, "Right Vs. Wrong," Reed
complained that an unsavory ele-
ment in town had engaged in such
actvities as:

"Petty thievery, breaing win-
dows in unoccupied houses, pre-
venting a public meeting from
being held in the school hous, de-
facing the rear of the Catholic
Church, disturbing public wor-
ship, using profane laguage on
te public streets or in te heaing
of prsons pasing by."

Other examples he cited in-
cluded "te nightly bombardment
of A. Geiler's premises for severa
weks last summer by boys with
rocks, bones, potatoes, clubs, etc."

And he decrie "te hooting ad
yelling on te steets and in te
saoons, riding horses into ba-

rooms and on te sidewalks."
When it was suggested tat he

should leave town, Reed proved
that his fearlessness was no idle
boast. Although threats were
made against his prson, tey were
not carried out. However, his
wife, Katie, did have to suffer
verbal abuse shoute at her as she
walked down Hazel Street one
day.

Reed replied with another
stnging editorial which accused
the saon keeper of engaging in
"A Cowadly Warfae." The edi-
torial's language was such tat te
saon kepr had Red proscuted
for criminal libel but te case was
trown out of court.

Meanwhile, his editorials on
the subject met wit widespread
support from other Northern
Caifornia newspapers. The Red
Bluf Sentinel reported tat Reed
had been asked to leve Gridley
and declared: "Reed, don't you do
it. You are just the man the
Gridleyites want, and they will
find our words true when they
regain tei senss."

The Chico Enterprise, noting
that "Reed don't wilt worth a
cent," declared tat "tere was a
precious lot of folishness" in the
resolutons adopted at te indig-
naton meetng. The Tehama Toc-
sin chaacterized Reed's opponent
as "an element tat is a disgrace to
every small town in te stte."

For a while te Gridley Herld
lost its saloon ads and a few
oters but te incident son blew
over and the newspaper did not
suffer in te long run.

And Reed was not deterred
fom being frak with his criti-
cism when he saw someting he
thought was wrong with the
community.

Toward the end of the year
1882, he went after the entire
town for failing to work togeter
when efforts were initated to im-
prove Gridley. He complained
tat te town was dvided into "a
haf-dozen or more little cliques"
each "pulling in opposite direc-
tions" for "te grtifcation of it
selfsh ends or persona spites."

Red's editorial, published on
Dec. 14, 1882, insisted tat "tere
is enough in this world for al"
and argued that "life is too short
and uncertain for humanity to
waste its energies in attempting
to pull each oter down." Ad he
declaed that "our people must re-
alize these 'tuths and pull to-
geter, if tey expect te town to

(Continued on page 4B)

During its first 20 yea,00

Durng te 117 years the Grid-
ley Herald has been published
here, its office and printng plat
have occupied eight different
buildings.

Charles Neff Reed established
te Herald on Oct. 29, 1880 in a
one-stor frame building tat was
about 15 feet wide by 40 feet
deep. It was loated on te north
side of Hazel Street approxi-
mately 30 feet east of Kentucky
Street.

Reed moved his lightweight
Washington No. 3 hand press,
type and fxtures to the former
OK Saloon building on Jan. 6,
1882. This 20 by 40-foot frme
building was on te east side of
Kentucky about 100 feet north of
Hazel.

This would be te frst of thre
tmes te Herad shop was move
duing, 1882. On Feb. 10, it wa
reloated to te single-story brck
store building L. C. Stone had
just completed on the south side
of Hazel est of te alley btwen
Virginia and Kentucky Steets.

Having just been appointed
postmaster to succeed J. E. P.
Wharton, Red reloated te pst
offce to te front pan of his new
prnt shop.

The newspaper ad post office
moved again on Oct. 6, aound te
comer to the new two-stor brck
that Stone had built on te west
side of Virginia Steet. The new
locaton was about 70 feet south
of Hael.

On March 8, 1888, Red, who
had been replaced as pstmater on
July 24, 1886, moved te Herald
to a one-story brck building on
the south side of Hazel Street
Council funded

lights for night

baseball in 1931

Gridley had a lighted diamond
for night baseball as early as
1931.

The City Council at its May
meetng tat year agreed to spend

up to $200 to instll te lights at
te basebal feld tat was on city
property next to the municipal
pak.

Coach Smith of the Gridley
High School brought the subject
bfore te Council ad asked that
te lights be installed, te Herald
repre in its eition on May 8.

The poles were set and the
light were in place by te end of
te mont ad six teams had been
orgaized for a loa legue.

about 30 feet west of Kentucky
Stret. This site wa next door t
te Farmers and Mehanics which
wa located at the comer of Hazel
and Kentucky.

Following acquisition of the
newspaper by the farmer-owned
Gridley Publishing Compay, te
plant was moved again to a
single-story store space at the
southeast corner of Hazel and
Ohio Stets. This buildng was
pa of what was ten known as
Schorr's Block.

The date on which tis move
took place has not yet been
leared because te bund volumes
of the Herald issues published
during tis perod were lost when
the office and plant were
completly destoyed by fre on
Aug. 28, 1897.

When te Herald's print shop
was set up again with new press,
type ad oter equipment, it was
loated in te single-stry prtion
of the Stne Block on Virginia
Steet about 180 feet south of

Hazel.
While the Herald's shop was

bing reestblishe, te newspapr
wa printed in the Chico Record
plant.

The te Herald resumed publi-
caton "a home" on Nov. 20, 1897
with William Davis Buleson as
editor ad maager. Buleson had
come t work for te newspaper
on Oct. 23.

Te Herad was forced t leve
its 543-587 Viginia Street loca-
ton after the newspapr's off-set
web press had been kocke out of
alignment by te Aug. 1, 1975
Oroville eartquake.

The former Mills Construction
Co. office and waehouse at 630
Washington Street was acquird
for te Herald's new office and
plant.

This buildng, which had been
erected during the summer of
1961, wa extnsively remoelled
to accommodate the Herald's
oprations before the newspaper
move in on July 2, 1976.

Bob Johnson of Colusa, who considers himself a
student of local history, is responsible for the stories and

photo editing of this special Burleson Centennial Edition.

Bob has many years experience in newspapering,

including The Oroville Mercury-Register under Dan

Beebe, The Colusa Sun-Herald under Wilmer Brill, and

The Gridley Herald until his retirement from

newspapering three years ago to devote his time to

research and writing histor.

He also found time in his career to serve as Colusa

City Clerk and Colusa City Councilman.

His special interest is the history of railroads in the

Sacramento Valley, and their contribution to the

development of the small towns they touched.
The detail of his aticles show his love for the job. He

spent many hours of his own time in libraries that
contained old newspaper files and other records,
researching te missing yeas of The Herald that were
lost in a fre.

Without him we could not have gotten this special

edition published. Bob, all of us at The Herald want you

to know how much we appreciate you.
--Bill Burleson, frend and publisher

(Johnson and Burleson plan to produce a book based on
the research material Johnson has gathered in preparing this

special edition, it will be in greater detail an cover more
history about the infuence of small newspapers on their

communities.)

proud to be
a part of

ducing this Centennial

Edition for
you,

Bill

Serving Gridley, Biggs & Live Oak

630 Washington Street EO. Box 68

Maybe it should. Maybe you should keep
it inspired in an interest-bearing Prima
Checking Account from Bank of America.
An entire package of services that can
save you time and money. And that's what
a checking account should do, right?
Prima* Checking

A premium package of
banking services

Interest-Bearing Checking

Free HomeBanking

Free Pay by Phone

Free checks
Gold VIP card

No monthly service charge

with combined balances of $i0,000

Visit any Bank of America branch.

Or call 1-800-678-BofA

put your money in motion

Bank of America

BankofAmericaNT&SAMemberFDIC
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(Continued from page 3B)

ever amount to anything as a busi-
ness center."

In spite of, or perhaps because
of, his aggressive, no-nonsense ap-
proach to conductng the Gridley
Herald, Reed was able to keep his
newspaper from falling.

There were difficult times,
however. For example, he often
had to "trade accounts" with ad-
vertisers to get his bills paid.
This involved his wrtng of on
an advertiser's account with the

venture...

newspapr a like amount tat the
advertiser was willing to write
of on Red's account with that
business.

Also, Reed had to invite readers
who were behind on their $3 an-
nua subscriptions t pay up with
produce or something else he
needed if they could not do so
with cash. On one occasion, he
asked delinquent subscribers to
"bring us a tier or two of stove
wood or a hederbed of hay" to

Congratulations Bill

from all of us at

iiiii

484 Hwy 99 Gridley 846-6574

TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICF5

,k Retirement

* Annuities

* IRAs

* Stocks

Tax Planning

* Tax Preparation

,k Mutual Funds

,k Bonds

I Roth IRAs

Education IRAs

I

520 Kentucky Street Gridley

"Serving the Gridley Area Since 1975"

SecuritiesoferedthrOugh1stGlobalCap,taCorp.8150N.CentralExpressway,
SuiteM-1000,Dalas.TX75206MemberNASDaJ'KlSIPC(800)959-8440

Investmentadvisocyservicesoeredthrough1stGlobalAdvisor,inc.
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Since 1913, when our organization began as
Kipp Abstract Company, our founders
promised to provide the best service to the
Real Estate Industry. Now 85 years later with

many of the same family of owners, Bidwell
Title & Escrow is proud to continue the
tradition of unparalleled service and protection

to our customers. Thank you for using Bidwell
Title, Your Home Team since 1913.

Downtown Gridley 560 Kentucky Street

Bidwell

Title &

Escrow

846-4005

Y'OUt: HOME TEAM:

Round Table History

The first Round Table restaurant was opened

in 1959 by William R. Larson starting with an
old English theme. Larson established his new

concept restaurant in Menlo Park, California.

Three years later he began franchising the

concept.

Today, Round Table is the nation's largest

pizza chain, with 568 restaurants in nine

western states and restaurants in Japan,

Taiwan, Philippines, Korea, and Indonesa.

During Round Table's 30 years of serving

pizza, one important fact has remained

constant: consumers recognize Round Table as
offering a consistantly superior pizza product.

Indeed, unswering commitments to quality and

serice to guests are the mainstay of Round

Table's operational and marketing efors.

In 1990 Round Table's commitment to qualit

was reinforced and its dedication to serice was
expanded through an internal campaign

focusing on "Qualit, Serice and Cleanliness"

1548 Hwy. 99 Gridley

satisfy their account. "We need
both," he said.

When Reed bga publishing the
Herald, he was using what, in the
trade, was referred to as "patent
outsides." This meant that te
supplier of te papr he bught at
a nominal cost had pre-printed
pages one and four using ads it had
slicite and usualy stale general
news stores.

Reed's contemporaries in the
newspapr business deemed it a
mark of progress and prosprity
when, in Aprl, 1886, he was able
to abandon this practce and print
his newspapr entirely "at home."

Anoter milestone was reache
in May, 1888 when Reed was able
to buy a new, faster "power
press." The papr was stll hand
fed but the press had a drum
cylinder that made the
impressions after carrying the
paper to the bd which held the
page forms.

Its power wa generated by a
small sttionary steam boiler and
engine located outside his print
shop. It power was transmitted
to the press by a arrangement of
jack shaft ad belt.

All the long hours of hard
work caught up with Charles
Neff Ree during the latter part
of 1890. He contracted a
respiratory problem that his
fellow publishers described as
"consumpton" but he refused to
believe that he had that dread
disease.

Reed was only 42 years old
when he die on June 9, 1891 at
Colfax, where he had gone wit
his wife, Kate, in a fna attempt
to recoup his healt.

Ree's death was mourned by
his contemporaries wit tributes
tat indicate he had achieved the
goals he outline for te Herald

when he intoduce his newspapr
t the community.

Watson Chalmers, vetera edi-
tor of the Chico Daily Enterprise,
testfe that "it is to his press,
his pen and his energy that
Gridley owes her prominence a a
town in the Sacramento Valley."

Joseph M. Coffma, editr of
te Biggs Argus agreed tat "it is
owing almost entirely to his ef-
forts that Gridley has grown to
its presnt prominence."

Unlike some newspaper wid-
ows-for exaple, Mrs. Ed. B.
Prce of te Oroville Mercuy ad
later Mrs. Will S. Green of te
Colusa Sun-Kate Reed chos not
to become publisher ad editor of
the Herald after her husbad die.

Instead, she sold te Herad to
a stock company formed by
famers ad businessmen in the
Biggs-Gridley-Live Oak ae. She
was paid $2,000 for the
newspaper. This was "mor ta
its worth," another potential
buyer told the Marysville
Demorat at the tme.

The Gridley Publishing Com-
pany tok chage of te Herald on
De. 1, 1891.

Kate Reed, who was left with
two small sons to rase-Hary
who was eight yeas old ad
Thomas Dana who was six-was
plagued by tragey twice more in
1891. Her residence at te south
east corer of Sycaore and Ver-
mont Steet burne to the ground
on te night of Nov. 19. Then, on
the day after Christmas, Harry
die of diphtera.

T. D. Ree gew to mahood,
becae an attorney ad practced
law in Virginia ad Oregon. He
also was a attorney in Gridley
for 13 years before his tagic
death in an autmobile accident on
Jan. 8, 1928.

Gridle00

For more than 16 yeas, the
Gridley Herald was owne by a
corporation originally organized
by 37 farmers ad agri-business-
men from the Biggs, Gridley and
Live Oa areas.

Many were members of the
Butte County Famers Alliance
and Industria Union when they
formed the Gridley Publishing
Company to acquire te Herald on
Dec. 1, 1891.

The Alliace was te orgaiza-
ton tat gave rse to the People's
or, as it was better known, Pop-
ulist Party. It represented farm-
ers ad laborers who were dissat-
isfed with economic conditons
ad wate some radica chages
made, not the least of which wa
curtailment of immigration into
the Unite States.

Beause so may of the Grdley
Publishig Compay's offcers ad
shaeholders were active in the
Alliance movement, other news-
paprs in the ae immediately a-
sumed tat te Herad would b-
come an orga for that orgaiza-
tion.

This percepton wa crete b-
cause, for example, George
Thresher wa prsident of the Gri-
dley Publishing Company as well
a the Butte County Farmers Al-
liace.

Additonally, George D. Wick-
man, te county busines agent for
te Alliace, was teasurer of te
new compay. Jaes Myers wa

secretay for bth organizatons.
And Daiel Streeter, a director of
the publishing company, was
county teasurer for the Famers
Alliance.

However, the Herald's new
management insisted that the
newspapr would not give prfer-
ence to te Alliance ad pleged
tat it columns would be open to
te views of all plitca parties.

The new owners also assured
the Herald's readers tat each of
the political parties active in
Caifornia at tat time would be
represented on the company's
bad of directrs.

"Demoratc, Republica, Peo-
ple's, Prohibiton [and] America
organizatons ae each accorded
one man to look after their
interest," they said.

Chales L. King, who wa hie
a the Herald's frst eitor and
manager under te new ownership,
had long been a Republican. He
also promised that the Herald
would be "independent in the
stongest sens."

King declaed tat "the good
works of pates and individuas,
irrespctve of race, creed or na-
tionaity, will receive just reog-
niton."

He emphasize tis enlightene
attitude further by pinting out
that "our natonal Consttution
grants equal rights to Jew and
Gentle; t te black man ad te
white."
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Arson strikes Hamilton City again
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Some idea of the wide range of
merchandise carried by a general
store in Gridley during the 1870s
is given by an advertisement H. C.
Wharton & Bro. placed in the
Oroville Mercury on March 23,
1877.

In those days businesses used
their ads to tell the public the
types of goods and services they
offered rather than to extoll the
specifc prices of their "sale"
items as many advertisers do
today.

However, in its single column
Mercury ad, this Gridley
merchant proclaimed that "in
soliciting the patronage of our
friends ad the public generaly,
we would say that our aim will
be t constantly kep on hand te
VERY BEST OF GOODS!"

The last four words of this
statement were in bld face type,
centered on a separate line, and
followe by the assurance tat the
firm's prces were such "tat will
convince al that 'THE BEST IS
THE CHEAPEST.'"

H. C. Wharton & Bro. also
boasted that "being up with the
times," it would "sell goods as
low as te same can be puchased
in te valley along the line of the
railroad."

At te top of its ad the firm
caled attention to the fact that
the Gridley Post Offce was lo-
cate in it store building. Also,
te ad stated that the compay
would offer its "general assort-
ment of merchandise" at both
wholesae ad retail.

In listing examples of it stock,
the fr said it carried te latest

shades of dress
muslins, sheetings,
fancy goods,
ladies and misses
boy's clothing,
hats and caps.

The ad said the
and toilet
paints, oils, varnish

tinware; kerosene
chimneys; ad power!

In its de
"choice faily
stated it would
hand such itms as

sugas ad spices;
four and meal;
queensware; and

gars.
The listng of

concluded wit a
the fim had "al the
ticles kept in a
STORE!" Again,
words were in
tere on a

The ad als
the "highest maket
b paid by the
oter country produce.

Also, readers
"ay artcle wanted

in the store will
custmers."

The fr's
ture to attract
have paid of
compay was able
struction of a
Gridley later that

It wa loated at

corner of Hazel
Streets.

Chico Record Co-Publisher
Chales H. Deuel would later re-
call that the farmer owners
"conducted the paper, not for
proft, but because tey wanted to
render a service to thei commu-
nity."

Deuel, who is best remembered
for his long carer as a Assem-
blyman and then Stte Senator
from Butte County, worked for
nearly two years as editor and
maager of the Herad durng te
famer-owner period. This was
before he and V. C. Richards took
over te Reord on April 2, 1897.

In recalling his experience on
the Herald at that time, Deuel
aso pointed out tat the period
wa a dffcult one, fnancialy, in
Gridley ad sometmes the news-
paper faile to at least brea even.
"Occasionally the stockholders
had a spcial meeting to assess
themselves for a defcit, which
tey dd cherfully," he said.

When the Gridley Publishing
Compay wa forme, it aticles
of incorporton provided that te
compay would be capitalize for
$5,000 divide into 500 shares of
$10 pa value.

Only 200 shaes had been sub-
scribd when the articles were
fled. Tis wa enough to rise
te $2,000 purchase price the cor-
pration paid for te Herald.

Thresher, Wickman, Streeter
and Ed Fagan ech subscribd for
20 shaes, $200 worth, which

made tem te largCst

stockholders.
Thos. B.

Thresher, T. B.
Block, R. M.
Traynor ad Ernest
$100 each into the

P. W. Miller
shares ad fve each
William Spence,
ad Blok

Three shaes
scrbed for by
Jacob Schorr. T.
F. H. Cliffman:
Wilkerson each

Seventen men
ad received one
compay. They
J. Bigelow, J.
Lynch, Philip
Ed Schermer,
Heninger, Frank J.
Foster, W. E.
Woodruf, C. N.
Lewis, L. F.
Scott.

Thresher, MyeJ
Hutchins ad
compose te first
tors. Steeter waS
Biggs and
Centra House
tre directrs were

Before the end of

the corporton
quie by S. J.
Galbreath, E. J.
Luter. E.B.

(Continual
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Mak Hopkins to build te portion
of their Cental Pacifc Raiload
from the California state line to
its initia juncton with te Union
Pacifc at Promontory Summit in
Utah. It was also used, aong
wit a later successor, te Pacifc
Improvement Company, to build
the CP's rail line to the Oregon
border.

Towad te end of June, 1870
rail ad oter materia were being
forwarded for te constructon of
side tacks at Gridley, Biggs ad
other locations along the new
road. The "switch at Gridley's
Station" was constucted during
mid-July," the Marysville Daily
Standard indicated.

By tis time, Strobridge's Chi-
nese laborers had completed te
tack to Nelson. The C&O oper-
ated its first passenger tain to
tat point on the evening of May
29, 1870. Regula service began
te following day. Travelers were
met at Nelson by stge coaches
which tey rode on te fna leg of
teir journey to Chico.

The entie tip from Maysville
required nealy four hous. Te
total fare one-way was $5. Te
ralroad ticket to Nelson cost $2
and te stage compay adde $3 a
person to carry passengers te rest
of te way to Chico.

The Sa Fracisco ad Alameda
Railroad paymaster's car, which
the Centa Pacifc had inherited
when it acquire that line, was
sent to Nelson to serve as a tem-
poray depot. The Maysville
Standad related that te car had
ben modifed to provide "a tcket
ofice, telegraph office and cozy
salon for waitng pasenger."

A "wye" had ben lad at Nelson

to turn the tain's locomotve so it
would not have to run tender-fist

Lelad Stan- in pulling its consist back to
Huntington and Marysville. Constructon of a 50-

i ii:iiii/i?;)i !' ;iiii ;i
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IN THE GLORY DAYS OF STEAM RAILROADING-A feet-
footed Southern Pacific locomotive, No. 1459, has arrived at
Gridley with a special train packed with visitors who came for the

foot long freight waehouse tere
was soon underway.

By mid-June a freight tan was
also put on between Marysville
and Nelson and soon revenue loads

were being carrie to ad from te
end of te line as well as inter-
mediate pints.

Also, freight agents were out
making arragements with famers
to have them use te raiload for
hauling teir grain to Marysville,
Sacramento ad Sa Fracisco. It
would not be long before the
Marysville newspapers would be
reportng freight tains arriving in
tat city wit 10 to 20 cas loaded
wit wheat on it way to maket.

A mont after service to Nelson
commenced, the rails had been
spiked down on the roadbd into
Chico and te first passenger train
had arrived on June 28, 1870. It
was a specia carrying Crocker, CP
General Superintendent A. N.
Towne, Division Superntendent F.
W. Bowen and oter raload offi-
cials and invited guests, including
John Bidwell, Chico's founder ad
most eminent citzen.

The work of building the C&O
to Chico was officially declae
fnished on July 2, 1870 and the
line was turned over to the ral-
road's operating department on
that date.

However, Chico celebrte com-
pleton of te C&O as pat of it
Fourth of July festivities that

yea. A spcial 10-car excursion
train with a special $1.50 rund-
trip fare was run from Marysville
for te occasion.

On te sae day, regular pasen-
ger service was inaugurated. This
consisted of an "express" train
which operted daily ad a combi-
nation passenger ad freight tan
tat ran every day except Sunday.

CP used the term "accommod-
tion train" for those it operated
with "mixed" consists of freight
cars and one or two passenger
coaches. The Maysville Standard
assured it readers that te coaches

Cannery Picnic held here annually beginning in 1896. The
Rogers-built 4-4-0 had 69-inch diameter drivers. Its number is on
the tender, indicating the photo was made before 1916.

on these tains were "a god as
any in us on te road ad te con-
ductors as gentlemanly as ay."

The regula fae for te 43-mile
trip from Marysville to Chico
was $3.

Meawhile, the work neede to
estblish te stton at Gridley as
a shipping point wa not bing ne-
glected. The fist freight reprted
to have ben sent from here to
Maysville wa thre caloads of
hay on July 31, 1870. Soon after,
the Maysville papers recorded
shipments of hogs, gran and oak
fire wood.

A diminutive depot, which
would sere the town untl 1893,

was fnaly erected at Gridley in
mid-August, 1870. It was situ-
ated on te east side of the tacks
just south of Hazel Street.

The interior partition wall of
this orginal station building, with
its "graffiti" consisting of signa-
tures of pioneer residents, has been
preserved within a rebuilt exte-
rior. The structure, minus its
freight platform, is now located in
Mauel Vierra Municipa Park on
the south end of Washington
Street.

A post office was establishe in
Gridley on Sept0022, 1870. The
fist postmaster wa L. C. Stone,
who had move his store from a
point near te Sutter County line

to te new twnsite. On March 1,
1871, Stone was appointed te
raload's first agent her.

Early descriptions of Gridley
portray te origina twnsite a si-
tuated aid te oa forest which
extended along te west side of
the Feater River fom te rail-
road brdge about two miles north
of Marysvile al the way to Grid-
Icy.

Te clearing of these trees to
provide farmsteads and to open
steets and create town building
lots no doubt accounted for te
frequent reports of oa fie wood
being shipped to Marysville.
Often ter would b two to four
carloads of fre wood at a time
sent to that city where it brought
$7 a cord.

In describing a tip to Gridley,
"the fist way-station to Chico,"
in June, 1871, a correspndent for
the Maysville Appeal related
that:

"The ride by ral, ater crossing
Fether River, is through te wild
oaks, wit here and tere an open-
ing. Every acre, however, is set-
tled upon, and now and ten a
feld of baley or wheat bursts
upon one's view a the loomotve

steams along, indicatng plainly
the owner's gradual improvement
in clearing and cuttng away brush
ad stump."

SUGGESTED THE PLAZA PARK----Gridley's Town Plaza appears to have re-
made by Charles H. Deuel when he was editor and manager of the Gridley

Thi i indicated by a news item from the Sept. 2, 1895 edition of the Herald that
the Sutter County Farmer, a Yuba City newspaper. It states: "Gridley i going to

on the railroad reservation as several enterpriing young men have ably seconded
Herald and ofers of help have been secured from severa quarters." Therefore it is

that the park wa renamed Nick Daddow Plaza in memory of another highly
editor of the Herald.
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an unsuccess-
made by te
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turne out tat one wa always a
resident of Biggs and the other
lived in Gridley.

This wa fair enough, but a rb
developed whdn it cae to te of-
fce of road overseer, a psition
chage wit buildng ad main-
taining te roads in te twnship.

Since Biggs wa more ppulous
tha Gridley, its votrs could dic-
tate the person who would be
elected to te road overseer job.
Tat cause a big rb which f-
nally resulted in division of te
township in 1880.

Gridleyans complained that "a
vat proprtion of the road money
allotte to [Hamilton] twnship
ha been for years expende in im-
prving the toroughfaes center-
ing at Biggs," te Oroville Mer-

cury explained on Feb. 27, 1880
when their petiton to split of
te soutern part of the township

wa to b taken up by te bard of
suprvisors.

At te same tme, Gridley pa-
tisas alege tat "the highways
conneting their settlement with
te outside world have been will-
fully ignored ad neglected," te
Meruy adde in a article head-
lined "Division Wa." They sad
tat a a rsult "brush was grw-
ing in te roads" tat srve teir
town.

Biggs residents respnde that
tis was not the cae and they ex-
pected to be able to prove their
agument, the newspaper sad.

Te Mercury added that it did
not believe Biggs had used its

majorty vote to always elect a
road overeer "with the view of
wrnging Gridley." However, the
newspaper suggested that the
prblem should b solved by ro-
tating the office of road overseer
btwen te two communites.

The ptition asking that a new
Gridley Township b created was
submitted with 112 signatures,
according to an item in the
Marysville Appea. Biggs fled a
"remonstrance" tat wa signe by
131 persons who objected to the
proposition.

After hearing the arguments
from bot sides at its Feb. 27
metng, the boad of suprvisors
postpone maing a deision untl
the following August when the
Gridley I00ttion was grntexk

"The feeling between the two
sectons becae very bitter ad it
was thought best, in order to
smooth the toubled waters, to
divide te twnship," te Oroville
Mercury explaine.

The Mercury described the di-
vidng line a "commencing on te
Feather River at a point on
Feather River known as Burt's
Ferry ad rnning west about two
miles, tence north to te section
line btween setion 19 and 30,
tence west to Butte Crek"

The new Gridley Township
would be "the weathiest town-
ship in te county," the Mercuy
added. "The people claim that
they will tke great pains in
keping tei roads in good condi-
tion."

(L to R) Curt Engen, Owner; Hume Dickie, Sales; Jefrey Unck, Sales;
Tom Winterstein, Owner; aqd Steve Rubie, Sales

We are proud to have played a supportive

role in the development of our community.

Marking our
40th Year, we look

forward to many more.

We wish to congratulate Bill Buleson

and family on te occasion of teir

Centennial Annivers00x00y.
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ble propositon.
Because he saw the need for bet-

ter fire protecton, he helped in-
stigate incorporation of te town
as a city in 1905 and soon after
pushed for constructon of a mu-
nicipal water system.

He was the first to advocate
that the new city purchase Grid-
ley's prvat electric systm aftr
its owner, Robrt F. Beebee, had
been accidentally electrouted.
This wa accomplished in 1910
ater voters approved a $17,500
bond issue to pay for the utlity.

Antiques

Fit For A

Mansion..

Priced to

Fit your
Budget

TRY US!

m,un

And, when new schools were
needed, he strongly recom-
mended-sometimes in vain-te
voter approval of te bnd issues
required t build tem.

Burleson wa a kindly and com-
passionate man. Nevertheless,
like the Herad's founder, Charles
Nef Reed, he had te courage of
his convictons even though they
might be unppular with a pwer-
ful element in the community.

He wa a leader in te unsuc-
cessful fght to close the fve sa-
lons in Gridley under loal op-
ton laws before natonal prohibi-
ton wa enacted.

And he kept up hi campaign
even atr he was administred a
severe beating on Ja. 22, 1912 by
a individual who, it wa allege,
hd been encourage to attack him
by the saloon element.

Throughout his career a editor
ad manager ad latr as publisher
of te Herad, Burlesn placed a
strong emphasis on covering the
daily happenings in Gridley,
Biggs, Live Oak and surrounding
areas.

"Te world may b in the throes
of trouble, but the tings that in-
trest us are the things tat afect
us prsonally," he pinted out in
explaining his philosophy.

where."
He also blieve tat a newspa-

per had a duty to print all te
news. "A newspaper is one of te
utlities of a community ad per-
forms a functon tat should b a
regula ad torough as that of
any oter," he said.

"A newspaper owes certain
things t it reders who pay for
it wit te implie uderstanding
tat it shall print te news, and if
it fails t do so, te people who
pay for te service are, in a mea-
sure, defraude."

William Davis Burleson was
born on March 25, 1870 in
Hanover Township in Jackson
County, Michigan. He was te
only survivig child of Charles
Asa ad Cyrena Jane Buleson.

His paents eke out a megre
living on a "10-acre rok-riddled
farm." His fater supplementd
te family's income a a laborer
on other farms in the area at a
time when a dolla a day was a
good wage for tis type of work.

Not content to spend his life
tat way, young Burleson dropped
out of high schol at age 17 to
begin learning te prnting busi-
ness. However, he would never
lose the urge to follow agricul-
tura pursuits.

THE HERALD'S PRINTING PLANT IN 1908--This scene inside the Gridley
plant on Virginia Street in 1908 was typical of small town print shops at that time.
Burleson is standing at the left. He is stnding in front of the cases that held the
tat was still in use. Each letter was a separate piece of type and had its individual
te case. The big roller at te right i part of te press tat wa used to pull
before te type wa placed into a metl chase and made up into a page form for

per.
Oct. 1, 1892.

To their union would be bor
Thre years atr Buleson came

to Gridley te uge to go farming
tion, Burleson begs
Herad twice a

"This is why a coutry newspa- He found a job as a "printer's six children, four of whom lived agan promptd him to accept an 1904. However,
6=A PI" m c+. pr ca exist," he said. "Te little devil" and worked for wages a to adulthood. Two bys, Am- offer to act as superintendent of lesed the paper,

O'-t u at ot stuf that tells about te pople low as 50 cents a dy doing brose Lee ad Chales Ray, were T.B. Hutchins' extnsive orchad publicaton only c
" we know interest u a lot more menial chores while learning to born in North Adams on Aug. 20, operatons in the Centra House Mann sold hisYuba City

ta important and bttr written hand set type, mae up fors ad 1893 ad Sept. 10, 1895, rspe- district, ing equipment t751-7880 stories abut kings ad ptntts oprate a press. He moved from tively. By this time, he had already CaUum in JauarY,
www.syix.com/plumasmansio....nad other folks away of some- shop to shop ad even went on a Four girls were born in gained a reputton as a live lum, who was

"tramp" that took him into Gridley: Edit Leone on Dec. 25, newspapra" and an "able edi- County s court re
Indiana. 1897, Maud Lucille on Mach 30, tor" among hs collegues in tis one time ben cit

......
In tos days it usually required 1900, Lois May on May 6, 1902 area. Willows Jourhal.

/ an apprenticeship of four to six and Doroty Helen on May 10, "Under his management, the He had also be
l it

yeas t become a god Priter. 1903. Herald ha been one of te,,best reviving te irril
7 However, Burleson learned fat. Maud Lucille succumbed to country weeklies in te stat, te Tomas R. Fiehuge

_7100
_ _

He was still but 20 yeas old spinal meningitis on July 14, Chico Enterprise sad, for exa- initate in 1889 wl

when a frend, Henry M. Pratt, 1901. Lis May live but eight ple. "Mr. Burleson has made a te Feater River C

who was a vetran printr, invited weks, excellent editr and te Herald It was McCallW
..... , him to be his partner in A health problem forced will find it hardtreplae him," esteanumber of

publishing a new paper,the00.-' Burlesn to sll te North Adams te Orville Register agreed, capitaist in te pr
Dundee Hawkeye, in Illinois just Advocate and come to Caifornia Don B. Robb, who wa publish- these were Willard

west of Chicago. again. He was sufferng from a ing the Butte County Times, a
his brother, M. N. I

After two years in Dundee, respiratorprblemthoughttb weekly newspaper in Honcut, T.F.A. Obermey(
Burleson sold his intrest in te tuberculosis and he retured to helped fll te Herald's eitria O'Brien and fol
Hawkeye ad cae t Caiforia this state on te advice of his chair tmprarily util a successr

County Superor C

from where he worked for fve months physician who tought te warm t Burleson could be hired. Robb A. Bridgford.

. for a commercial prntng house in climate here would bneft his would later retun to estblish
D

MCCallum put h
li B00wn Sarament" when he left n cndtin" ' te Grdley Glbe' a daily news" "

Davis f WillW
Aug. 13, 1892, he wa given a let- In April, 1897, te faily vis- paper, in 1906. te Advance. Davi

ter of recommendation tat de- ited Burleson's materal uncle, C.E. Bickley b,,00ae te Her- sition until July 1,
scribed him a "a able and eff- Cyrenus J. Burdick, who farmed aids' new editor n00anager'6n wife s illness f )t
cient job prnter" ad attsted that nea Durham. Burles0n then 24. -1900:"

m00ve00toSaiiFram
he was "honest, sobr ad rei00- found a job wit the Marysville working a foreman of the Suttr

At this time, O ,,I
able." Democrat. He worked for tat Independent, a newspaper pub- who had been as,'

' Buleson was headed back to newspaper untl he wa hired by lished in Yuba City, Prior to Advace while 13P
southern Michigan where he the Gridley Publishig Company. tat, he had been a typesettrl on

bought a half

- ..... "Mr. Burleson is a newspapr-' Yuba City's other newsaper, .the newsapr.
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would estblish a newspapr of
his own, te North Adams Advo-
cat, in Hillsdale Count. How-
ever, he detued t Dundee to
marry his frst wife, Fraces Eve-
line Brace, a natve of Chicago, on

.. "/.J

man of exprence and a spicy
writer who will bring the Herad
up t date," te Demort said in
announcing his depature from
Maysville.

THE SIMPLEX TYPESETTING MACHINE-The Gridley
Heraid's frst automated typesetting machine, the Simplex, was
acquired i 1905 after W. H. Gilstrap leae the newspaper. Thi
machine evolve from the typesetter developed by the Thorne
Manufacturing Company in Connecticut durig the late 1880s at
about the same time Ottmar Mergenthaler was working on his
typecasting machine, the Linotype. The Simplex ue individual
pieces of foundry type for each letter and requie two printers to
operate. However, this machine competed successfully with the
Linotype which some publishers, a late a 1894, considered to be
"too delicate in workmanship and expensive in price."

Sutter County Farmer, and had
worked for oter Northern Cali-
fomia newspapers.

Buleson and his family re-
turned to Gridey from Centa
House in May, 1901 ad wit te
editon of Nov. 23, he rsume his
place a editr and manager of te
Herad.

He remained in full chage of
te newspapr untl it wa lease
on Ja. 16, 1905 t Willis Hady
Gilstrap, who was then
publishing the Tulae County
News in Visaia. He hd farme
i that county for 28 years ad

been in te newspaper busines
13 years.

Gilstap would also be loal
saes manager for te Caifori
Irrigated Land Company which
hd been incorporated on De. 8,
1904 t start developig te Grid-
Icy Colonies. Some of tis com-
pany's prncipa stockholdrs wer
aso involved in te corporton
tat was formed in February,
1903 to build te Butte County
Caa.

Constuction of the 23-mile-
long canal bgan on Aug. 19, 1904
ad it completon a far as Grid-
Icy was celebrated on June 9,
1905. It wa said at te tme that
te caa ha te capacity t con-
vey watr for irrigating 240,000
acres of land.

The potenta for populaton
ad busiess growt as a rsult of
te canal project attracted te
Herald's first competitor to
Gridley.

Altough te
te Juy 9, 1905
fire tat
prnt shop, te
publicaton wit its
edition.

Te Caifornia
Company
Ed Faga ranch
dley for its frst
dvision. Tis
reorgaized as the
Company of
ally 13 different
developed.

Aftr te Herald
Gilstrap for use in
of colony lands,
mane wit the

Tis newspapr was te Semi-
Weeky Advace which issued it community and

fist editon on Aug. 22, 1904. It country abut is

endeavor.
listd a editor
all practcal
functone i tis

Famland
were not new,
County. Te
across te Fea00a

Orovile dtes
a year latr
Rio Bonit
ad the Paermo
Oroville got

Buleson long
te beneft that
by loa buiesses

ers could be
in the
reently a
written tat:

"It is patent to
has ever tought
that te best way

was owned by Horace Mann who
prviously had been publshing te
Oroville Journal in connection
wit hs commercia printng shop
in tat city.

In atcipaton of tis competi-

up into smal
people of moderate
homes ad t
vineyards which,
will mae a
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of local
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of,oter
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outside Call-
cent a year.
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$2 for an

were told tat
was designed "to
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were en-

the 50-cent
to relatives

states.
that "while

50 cent will not
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in a news itm invitng Grdleyans
to visit the newspaper's ofce to
see te machine at work.

With Gridley beginning to
show signs of growt as a result
of te Butte County Canal ad te
success of the farmland
subdivisions, aother newspapr
wa attacted t te community.

This was the Gridley Globe
which was started by Don B.
Robb in October, 1906 as a
weekly. Robb was a veteran
printer and editor who had
published the Butt County Times
in Honcut since mid-March, 1897.

He also had served several
"terms a justce of te pace in

Honcut and latr would b justc
of the peace in Grdley for a little
over two years.

On Nov. 17, 1906, Robb con-
vetted the Glob into a daily
newspapr that was issued Mon-
dy through Saturdy. He also
moved te Times to Gridley ad
prnted it each week from type
picked up from the Globe's daily
editions.

Robb set up his frst printng
plant here in a building on te
north side of Hazel Stet east of
Ohio Street. In 1912 he moved t
a building he had built that year
on the west side of Virginia
Steet north of Hazel.

Although the Glob cut into
the Herad's revenues t a certain
extnt, it appears to never have
been more than a nuisance t the

to make te Herad during most of the years
m doing so in the daily wa published here by

the people Robb.
the superior

County ha to
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Buleson said

However, Buleson ad Robb
would hve teir dfferences from
time t tme. During teir early
years of comptton, Burleson
was stll Republica in his pli-
tcs ad Robb, who had been a
Populist, was active in
Demoratic Patty affair.

The two publisher would m__ke
opposit sids on a numbr of lo-
cal issues a well. Buleson wa a
"dry" while Robb supprted the
"wet" sid during te battle here
over wheter Grdley's sloons
should be closed undr loal op-
ton laws.

When may loal residents be-
came disgusted with the
seemingly endless courthouse
remova fight bteen Chic ad
Oroville, Robb in 1920 advocated
splittig of sut Butte County
and annexing it to Sutter County.
Burleson refused t go aong ad
noting came of te proposal.

Robb supprted reopening te
Feather River to steamboat navi-
gation from Marysville to
Oroville. Bulesn strongly ob-
jected t te plan. He pited out
that, undr federl law, te rver-
boats woud hve frst priorty to
te water in the rver. Tis, he
warned, would severely cutail
irrigaton diversions i dry years.

On ocasion, Robb received
merited praise from Burleson
when, as postmastr, he made
sigifcant iprvement in Grid-
ley's postal service.

Robb wa f'wst appinted post-
master by President Woodrow
Wilson in 1917 ad srved untl
his commision expired at te end
of 1920. After Franklin D. Roe-
sver was eleted prsnt, Robb
became pstater again on Dec.
17, 1934 and served untl his
deat on July 14, 1936.

The competition provided by the
Grdley Daily Globe dd not deter
Buleson from purchasing the
Herald on May 1, 1908. On ta
dt, he aquired the itrests in
the newspapr ajad its equipment
ten held by bot te Gridley
Publishing Company and the Irri-
gated Lad Compay of Califor-
nia.

Te fist change he made wa t
resume publcaton tice a wek.
The Herald has been a semi-
wekly ever since.

Bulesn's In'st wife, Francis,
died on Juy 14, 1909 following

sugery i a San Francisco hospi-
ta. She wa only 35 years old.

Left with fou small children
t raise, he married a widow,
Jessie Viol Christian, on July 26,

NISSAN

may have been a Pioneer Day pa-the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Hotel at the corner of Hazel and Virginia

1911. A school teacher, she was
born on March 30, 1876 on a
ranch eight miles west of Grdley.
She was the eldest daughter of
Mr. ad Mrs. Jesse V. Hobson.

She had returned to Gridley
with her two young sons, Bounds
and Russell, ater her frst hus-
band, Russell Field Christian,
died in Sa Francisco in 1906.

After buying the Herald,
Burleson continued to assist
Gistrap who had formed the Gri-
dley Land and Irrigation Com-
pany, and oter developers of
famland subdivisions here.
Buleson went int the real estate
business, himself, on Jan. 29,
1910.

This actvity he conducted ini-
tally under the name Gridley
Herad Rea Estte Bueu. In
additon to selling farm land and
city propertes, he was, at one
time or another, the sales agent
for te United Bretren Church
Addition, te Parkside Additon
and te Serviss Tract.

He also bught land in the
Colonie and engaged in faming
again, but tis tme as a sideline.
He produced a prize-winning crop
of Waton vaiety peaches in 1923
on 3.17 acres of his 40-acre pacel
on Obermeyer Avenue.

He was also a deputy county
horticultural commissioner for
more ta 20 yeas. He was ap-
pinted to te "on call" position
in 1910. His duties involved
checking for disease the fruit
trees, vines and shrubs received by
loa farmer or shipped by local
nurseries.

All the while, Burleson did not
neglect his newspapr. The sup-
plemental icome probably made
it possible to contnually improve
hs prnting plant until he could
bat tat "te Herald can claim
to b one of te bst equippd
country newspapr offces in the
northern part of te state."

His frt major step in expand-
ig his prducton facilites cae
i May, 1912 when he bught a
Mergenthaler Moel No. 5 Lino-
typ. Tis machine enabled one
oprator t do the work of four
men setting type by hand.

Unlike the Siplex, which used
pre-manufatured type, the Lino-
typ cat lnes of new typ on a
"slug" as needed from molten
metal kept melted in a "pot" on
te mahine. Te metal use wa
an alloy of lead, tin and
atmony.

Brass molds that were carried in
a magaine on te machine wer
rleased ad assemble ito a line
bfore big cast. Special spacers
were insrted to automatically
justfy eah line to fit the widt
neded bfore the castng took
plce.

The fnished lines of letters
were ready to b placed in the
newspaper's page form. After te
newspaper was printe, te type
was meltd down and the metal

used again to cat new lines of
type.

Burleson upgraded te Herad's
production capacity agan in Juy
1923 by trading in the Model 5
Linotype on a new Model 14.

Unlike the Model 5, which
mounted only one magazine of
molds at a time, the Model 14
carried "thre magazines of full
size and an additional or
'auxiliary' magazine," he ex-
planed.

Burleson almost branched out
to publish a newspaper in Biggs
by acquiring te Sunshine Valley
News tere aftr it had suspnded
publicaton in May, 1916.

T. F. Loughran had announced
that the May 26 editon of the
News would be its lat. How-
ever, before he could print the fi-
nal issue, his printing plant in
Biggs wa destroyed in a fre that
broke out at 1:30 a.m. on May 25.
The loss was estimated at $6,000
with only about a third covered
by insurance.

Shortly after, Loughran sold
what was left of his newspaper
business, it subscripton list ad
good will to Burleson who
printed the News for several
weeks in the Herald plant in
Gridley. Then he sold the

newspaper to Frank Green of
Berkeley. Green changed the
paper's name to te Biggs Blde.
His frst editon came out on July
18, 1916.

Although Burleson had cut
short his fora schooling to go
to work, his studies never ceased.
He was a avid reder ad his in-
terests were not limited to pli-
tcs ad current affar. His life-
long quest for knowledge took
him from ancient history and
classical literature to the natural
and physical science.

At his home in Gridley, he
amassed a book collecton tat

wa regaded a "one of te bst in
the community." It not only i-
cluded "hundeds of novels of te
day" but also "several sets of en-
cyclopedias, complete histores of
France, England and the United
States, [ad] treatises on aston-
omy, ornithology [ad] btany."

He freqaently drew from these
sources to write knowledgeable
editorial essays on topics taken
from tese dsciplines as well a
to give perspectve t his com-
ments on current issues. His
knowlege of astronomy led to
his bing invited t speak on this
subject, both in loca schools, ad
before community orgaizatons.

In additon, he also developed a
talent for writng poetry. Some
of his poems appeared in the Her-
ald and a boklet of his poems
was privately published.

When Burleson arrived in Grd-
ley to frst take charge of the
Herald, he came wit lettrs fom
Republican politicians in
Michigan testifying to his
impecable status a a membr of
that paty.

W. D. BURLESON'S FIRST WIFE--William Davis Burleson is
shown with his first wife, Frances Eveline, who died on June 14,
1909. They were married in Dundee, Illinois on Oct. 1, 1892
after Burleson returned from a brief sojourn in California ear-
lier tat year.

Here he worked wit the pr-
gressive wing of the Republican
Pat whch, under Hiram John-
son's leadership, brke the Sout-

ern Pacific Ralroad's hold on
Caifornia politics ad brought
abut enatmet of numerous re-
form meaures, including the
rght of initiatve, rferndum and
recall.

Burleson strongly supprted
giving women in California te
right to vote during the campagn
tat led t enatent of this mea-
sue at a special statewide eleton
held on Oct. 10, 1911.

His actvites with the progres-
sive movement i Caifornia led
him t registr t vot as a mem-
ber of te Pogressive Party after .
it wa orgaized. However, dur-
ing his years a owner of te Her-
aid, he exprssed views were al
over te poltca spectrum. It
was a if he were "tiking out
loud" a he went along i writing
his editrials i which hi reader
aways culd lrmd much "food fo
thought."

Burleson at one tme even sw
mert i some of the measue ad-
vocate by the Socialist Party.
But atr he witnessed how the
Bolshevists put teir brand of so-
cialism int practc in Rusia, he
became an ardent at-communist

He initially welcomed Roo-
sevelfs eleton as preident and
early on supprted hi plicies t
pull te country out of the Great
Dpression. However, some the

New Deal programs soon gave
him cause for aarm.

He particulaly worried about
the future of "popular govern-
ment" because of "the delegation
of unprecedented powers to the
President by Congress." He aso
expressed his fear that "the future
promises a great increse in so-
called paternalism in our govern-
ment."

He predicted that "the example
of the prject now being worked
out, if they work, will induce all
classes to ak more ad more par-
ticiption in business by gover-
ment, ad it may be tat in tme
ou system may resemble the
Russia scheme, having become a
form of communism by evoluton
rather ta by revoluton."

Eventually, Burleson would
advocat a moderate approach to
slving te nation's problems in
order t presrve its demoratic
for of goverment. He dew
from his study of acient Grece
to make his point.

"Te old Greeks, aong whom
democracy was fist practced, had
a formula which, if adhered to,
wa cacuated to provide a work-
able atosphere for demoracy to
functon in," he explained. "It
was 'not to much, not too litte,'
a striving for a mean in all
tings."

But, he warne, "they did not
keep t their middle of te road
mott and their demoracies suc-
cumbed t despotsm."
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writer it is a real task. However,
not all sons have the opportunity
of family and business intimacy
which leaves defnite standards
and ideals that may be emulated.

"It is te hope of te son who

assumes te dutes laid down by
William D. Burleson that he may
b able to perorm tese dutes as
faitfully, fairly and a consis-
tently."

In charting te Herad's future
editorial course, Charles R.
Burleson would aso adopt te ap-
proach suggested by anoter of his
fater's long-tme friends, Walter
L. Ford, who wa then publisher
of the Brooklyn Exponent in
Michiga.

Ford advised him to "turn
mostly honey and sugar on local
questons and projects" ad reserve
"whatever vinegar you have for
state, natonal or intrnatonal af-
fairs."

Following this advice would

serve him well when he had to
wad off te Daily Glob's efforts
to dominate te newspaper feld
here.

Bor on Sept. 10, 1895 in North
Adams, Michigan, Chales R.
Ekurleson cae to Gridley when
his fater was hired a editor ad

manager of te Herad i Octobr,
1897.

Altough he was but two years
old when he arrived i Gridley, he
could remembr his fater carry-
ing him on his shoulders across
te twn plaza from the railroad
depot to te Herald's office on
Virginia Street.

He attended te Gridley schools
and received his high school
diploma on June 11, 1914. Then
he entered Chico State Nora
School the following fal.

Like his older brother, Am-
brose, ad his stp-broter, Rus-
sell Christian, when he wa old
enough Chales had done the
chores of a printr's devil i the
Herad's prntng plant before ad
aftr school. Also, he occasion-
ally wrot high shool news, par-
ticularly sports stories, for his
fater's paper.

However, apparenty infuenced
by his step-mother, Jessie V.

-Burleson, who was a school
teacher, Charles decided to prepare
for a career i eucation.

Immediately after he was
awarded his diploma by ,Chico
State on Jttne 16,'1916, he wa
hired to teach sixth grade at te
Bird Street Grammar School in
Oroville.

Te followig year he attended
the summer session at te Uni-
versity of Caioria i Berkeley
to start taining t become a man-
ua arts teacher but when he r-

hi
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turned to Oroville i te fall he
wa asigne to teach a eighth
grade class.

World Wa I intervened t cut
shor Burleson's caeer in educa-
ton. While stll a teacher in
Oroville, he tried to join te
Navy but wa rjected because of a
"sfght hernia."Te Army was
not as discriminatng when he
went to Chico on Dee. 11, 1917
ad enlisted i te Aviaton Se-
ton of te Signa Corps.

He was sent to Camp
McArthur at Waco, Texas for ba-
sic training. Ten he wa given a
job as a clerk i the hedquarters
of te 680th Aer Squadron tere.

By mid-July, 1918 he had been
promoted to cororal and was
transferred to te 307th Aero
Service Squadron which was to b
snt overseas. His outfit arrive
safely i Englad in August ad
wa psted t a base at Witney in
Oxfodshir where he was as-
signed to duty a a motorcycle
mesnger.

Latr he wa trasferred t te
140th Aero Service Squadron ad
then t te 326th which wa sta-
tioned at Ford Juncton near
Arundel in Sussex at te end of
the war.

A little over a month follow-
ing te Armistc, Burlesn wa
back in the United Stats. He wa
mustred out at Cap Kearney
ad arrive home te night of Dec.
30, 1918.

Aftr startng to work as a
news reporter on te Herald,
Burleson got what he tought
would be a chance t sre as a
Assembly committee clerk during
te 1919 session of the Stt Leg-
islature.

No doubt tis appointment was
arrange with te assistance of
Virginia Hughes, a Republica
who had been elected t the
Assembly frm Butte County te
previous November. However,
te job lasted only one wek.

Burleon was one of several
committee clerks whose positons
were abolshed when te Assm-
bly evidenty decided it had hired
too many attaches. He returned
to te Herald where he would
rmain for the rest of his life.

He quickly became involved in
community affairs by srving on
te committee for the Gridley
Cannery Picni00 that year and later
taking a actve part in the newly
revived Gridley Chamber of
Commerce.

He ated a tmporry chairma
of te committee of vetrans who,
in 1920, orgaize South Butte
Post No. 210 of the Amercan
Legion. He wa adjutant when,
on March 24, 1920, the Post in-

Secure a Comfortable Retirement

Comprehensive retirement planning

Guidace on handing rtrement distributions

Tax-deferred growth with IRAs

6161 Clark Road, Paradise CA
800-955-0703 MikeSanford
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1996A.G.Edwm'ds&Sorts.Ir:. RP-230-1097

Donald E. Sullivan MD & Staf

stalled it first slate of oficers. :

Burleson had a narrow escape on
Saturday, April 9, 1921 when he
was hit from behind by an auto-
mobile on East Gridley Road
while he was walking into town
from the Sacramento Northern
Railway depot.

Altough bot he and te driver
of the ca tied to avoid the acci-
dent, the hub of one of the vehi-
cle's wheels caught the calf of
Burleson's right leg and threw
him head-frst onto the pavement.
J. L. Osborn, near whose residence
the accident occurred, and Roy
Wiser placed Burleson into the
latter's auto and drove him to his
home in town.

"Burleson wa out of his head
for about 12 hous, but is now re-
covered a to his mind," the Her-
ald reported on Aprl 13. In ad-
dition to a "slight concussion," he
suffered a broken leg and was
badly bruised, te newspapr re-
lated.

Like his father, who was sup-
plementing his newspaper income
by working as a real estte sales
agent, Charles R. Burleson aso
found it necessary to earn money
from oter endeavors.

He formed a patnership with
Fred Fink, Jr. to put on te White
Pelican Club dances that were
popular events here during the
1920s ad early 1930s. Later, he
becae a "county corespndent"
for te Sa Francisco Examiner
ad te Sacramento Bee. Since his
hobby wa photography, he wa

ii!iii00ii:ii00ii00ii00i00ii/!i ?:
; ;':i ! :

.....

);

CASTING TYPE WITH HOT METAL-Harold Green is shown setting type on the
Model 14 Linotype machine that William Davis Burleson acquired in 1923. The
keyboard to release brass matrices from the slanted magazine. These mats were then
special wedge-shaped space bands were inserted to automatically fll out and justify the

before they were cast on a "slug" using a molten alloy of lead, tin and antimony
that was part of the machine. The Model 26 Linotype in the background was added
1960 after Charles Ray Burleson had put his son, William David Burleson, in charge
Herald as managing editor.

well equipped t also-provide te
Be with news and featue photos.

On April 17, 1926, Burleson
married Gretta Albrta Coghln, iiii!iiwho had been seretry to J.B. "....
Rowray, te Sacramento Norther
Railway's general manager, in
Sacramento.

They had only one child,
William David. He wa born on
Feb. 6, 1927 in their home on
Sycaore Street.

Mrs. Burleson was te dughter
of George A. and Fraces I. Clot-
felter. She was brn on July 29,
1897 on her family's fam near
Woodlad.

Her father was also a riverboat
captain ad pilot ad she had te
distncton of having a smal pad-
dle whel steamer, the Gretta A,
naed for her. It worked as a
freight bat on the Sacramento
and Fether Rivers in the frst
years of tis centur.

Before Mrs. Buleson's frst
mariage in 1919 to Rober E.
Coghln, which had ended in di-
vorce, she had visited te Gridley
area frequently. Her family at
the time owned property in
Colony No. 2 and also a rach
west of twn.

Not long after teir marriage,
te Bulesons and another Gridley
couple narrowly escape serous
ijury when te ca in which tey
were riding was involved ina
collision on the evening of Aug.
5, 1926.

Burleson was driving his fa-
ther's Hudson Brougha sout on
te Gaden Highway in Sutter
County when te mishap ocurred
at about 7 p.m. at an intrsecton
approximatly two miles north of
Tudor.

According t te account of the
accident in te Herald, a Fod
Roadstr hit te Hudson near its
left rear ad knoked it onto its
side. The car skidded abut 40
fet ten cae t rest on it tp,

Dr. and Mrs. T. Ryan Blok,
who were riding with the
Burlesons, suffered laceratons
but no more serious injury.
Bulesn had some sratches ad a
bruised shoulder. His wife,
Grtta, cae out of the accident
unhurt in ay way.

"hat the paty escaped more
serious injury is entirely due to
te stengt of te top of te
Brugham which held the weight
of te car off te ocupats while

i i :
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PLACING THE TYPE IN THE CHASE--After the lines of type cast by the
were l00roofread and correcte, they were arranged where neede in a metal chase
inserte between the columns. After all the lines of type were in place, leads and
less than type high, were inserted to fll out the columns. Then it was all tightly
using metal or wood spacers called furniture and specil ratchet-like devices called
been seen in the foreground of this photo. The completed page of type was referred
when it wa ready to be placed on the bed of the press.

the machine was in an inverted
position," te Herad's writr the-
orized.

After his fater's det, Chales
R. Burlesn expaded te Gridley
Herad's loca news coverage by
addng corespondents in te East
Gridley, West Gridley, and Cen-
tral House Districts. He also
tok stps t moderize te news-
paper ad its plant.

On Oct. 13, 1936, the Herald
cae out with a new typ face
known as Excelsior fo the body
of its stories. Tis meant buying
new sets, caled fonts, of brass
matrices for his Model 14 Lino-
type machine.

Only recenty designed by te
Mergenthaler Linotyp Compay,
the new style was considered to
b "te most legible ad easiest t
red of al newspapr type."

Buleson aso rplaced his 40-
yea old Taylor cylinder press
wit a Babcock which he aquired
from te plat of te Maysville
Star shortly after that paper
ceased publication on Ja. 1, 1937.
The Star had been launched in
Marysville on Aug. 14, 1935.

To accommodat te new drum
cylinder press, a 18x36-foot ad-
diton wa built on te rear of te
commercia spae in te Stone
Block that housed the Herald's
prntng plat.

At the same time, the front
part of the plant was remoeled
to. provide "a moder office"
which was "spaated completly
from te work roms by glass
parttions."

Burleson explained that "the
added room will prit arrange-
ment of te plat equipment into
defnite department--newspaper
ad commercial prntng."

Te Herald ran of its fist edi-
ton on te Babcock press on Feb.
23, 1937. The old Taylor press
was acquired by "O Progrsso," a
weekly Portuguese language
newspapr prnted i Sacrament.

"With acquisition of the
t00avcok] prss, te Herala's plat
is now equal to that of many
dailies in lager cities," Buleson
beamed.

"Capacity is not only doubled,
but te new press makes it pssi-
ble t print twice a may paprs

in te same tme
wit te forer

Willia Davis
lowed the
Compay to lapSe
failure t pay
However, he
for a new

On April 2
eider Burleson,
Chales and
rated te GridleY

pary. Its capital
shares
$100 ech.

The elder
fered the Herald'S

new corporton,
of its stok.
shaes ad AmbrOSe

Some fve years
Davis Burleson
to his friend,
tat he planed "o
lie has te control
when I quit. He

However, in
ters, 00x)ne ad
bcome
papr compay.
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The broker initially contacted
Ambrose L. Burleson, who was
stll a stckholder in the Gridley
Herald Company at te time.
Ambrose told the broker he
would have t take te matter up
wit his broter.

In a letter to Charles on Jan. 4,
1938, the broker explained that
the client he represented was
"well finance" ad might aso be
intereste "in buying bot of te
Gridley newspapers, providing
they could b obtained at a fgure
commensurate with possible
proft on his investment."

Instead of bailing out when he
had te chance, the Herad's pub-
lisher ad edtr dug in his heels.
And, bfore the fght was over,
the same broker who earlier had
tried to get Buleson to sell te
Herad had sent him a letter i a
efort to convince him to buy the
Glob.

Burleson had gone to great
lengths to counte_r the
competiton from the Glob. As
he explained in a letter to
Ambros ad his sister, Leone, he
went to "full coverage"
circulation despit the extra cost.

Also, he made sue te Herad
carde ever bit of local news
that appaed in te Glob even
though he might have t re-writ

some of it frm tat newspapr's
daly editons.

And, after the 1938 prmary
electon, which was held on Aug.
30, te Herald was "frst" on the
street in Gridley with te results
of the votng. Burleson got out
a "extra" editon at 5:30 a.m. on
Aug. 31 and sold more tha 200
copies.

However, the most important
step Burlesn took in his fight
wit the Glob wa te aggressive
capaign he launche t build up
the Herad's list of paid sub-
scribers. The result was an in-
crease of more tan 50 prcent i
the Herad's regula circulaton,
he sad in a lettr to te firm tht
he had engaged to conduct te
campaig.

"We had been facd wit a com-
petitive situaton here during te
past yea which, frm a circul-
tion standpint, is today a thing
of the pat," Charles R. Burleso
said i te letter, which was dated
Sept. 17, 1938, after the cmi00g
wa fnished. "The Herald is now

David Burleson was about eight
he joined his mother and father, Gretta A. and

for this famiy portrait. The senior Burleson
family cat, Yosie, one of several the family owned

over the years.
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The telephone line reached
Marysville on June 5, 1896.

To connect farm houses i rral
areas around Gridley, te company
used the tp wie on barbed wire
fences--a not ucommon pratic
at that tme.

The compay almost lost its
MarysviUe franchise because of
complants about the "unsightly"
poles that hd been used them.

The Gfdley Herad telephone
system was operated only a few

years before te lines t Orovile
and Marysvile were taken down.
Te last loca service line, which
went t te Thresher Brs. ranch,
was fnally lesed to te Sunset
Telephone Company.

When te Gridley Herld was
sold to Willia Davis Burleson

leding by such a wide magin in
circulation that we doubt if it
will ever b challenge."

Te campaig, which opene in
August, 1938, offere al conts-
tants the opprtunity to earn
commissions by obtaining new
pad-in-advance subscribrs and
paid renewas.

In addition, points were
awaded towad cash prizes that
were caled "Bonus Cheks." The
longer te trm, up to five years,
of each new paid subscripton or
pad renewa, te greatr te num-
br of pits awarde.

Te tp prize tat could b won
wa $350. Altough economic
conditons had improve, te de-
pression had not ended by ay
means. So tis was a bonus worth
working for. Oter przes ofere
were single bnuses of $200 and
$100 ad two of $50 each.

As the campign progressed, it

was turned into a bit of a
popularity contest as well.
Coupons were printer1 priodicaly
that reders could turn i to add
pint to te total beig aassd
by friends who were comptng
for the prizes.

When the capagn wa over,
Leil Strm ha earned te $350
Bonus Check. Oter Bonus
Checks went Pauline J. Frates,
$200, Ett Todd, $100, Mac
Baltimore, $50 and Edith
Sthlma, $50.

But wht was just a iprtant,
te Herald had won it war wit
the Daly Globe. William S.
Grat printed te lst editon on
Oct. 1, 1938.

In announcing that publicaton
would be suspnded, Grant con-
fided tht hs newspapr hd lost
"a average of $500 pr month"
for te past 14 monts.

In a bitter editorial, Grant
clamed tat aple "upprt ad
encouragement" hd been given te
Globe "by te people of Gridey."
He contated this to wht he said
was "the hostle treatment ac-
corde the paper by the largest
prcentage of te Gridley mer-
chant."

Grat said that "from te start"
the atttude of most merchats
toward the Glob "wa one of in-
difference to an outside
'interloper.'" He added tat "the
majority of merchants, ad partic-
ularly the large advertisrs like
Kilpatic's store" had "virtually
boyctted" hs newspaper.

However, it appeas tat the
Gridley Globe had also con-
trtbuted to tis state of affairs
wit a editoria approach tat
spraye the "viegar" that Water
L. Ford had warned Chales R.
Burleson t avoid i rgad t lo-
cal afairs.

Tis seems t hve been te case
partcularly ater Dave Loehwing
becae editr ad wrote a column
he calle "The Seond Guess."
Loehwing confessed as much in
te Globe's fial issue.

Very few issues of the Daily
Glob have survived. However,
a ide of Loehwing's eforts u a
columnist ca be obtained from
George A. Dawley's comments in
his Biggs News at the time.

Loehwing rferred t Dawley as
"te dicttr of Biggs"and tried
t tie the nickname "Baggie Pant"
on te Herald's publisher. Loe-
hwing aso went after such highly
respeted couty-0-ffcials a Trea-
surer-Tax Collectr Mauie Lud.

Buleso, who is rmembred as
a gentle ma who rarely rised his
voice, had taken it all in stride,
even with a certain amount of
good-natured humor. Unlike
Dawley, he never responded t any
of the darts shot his way by the
Globe. For his part, Dawley
seems t hve ha fun ridiculing
Loehwing's effusions.

In te Globe's fial isue, Loe-
hwing relatd tat Grant had
placed no restricton on his col-
un. "It may be that its outspo-
kenness contributed i some mea-
sure to his [Grant's] fnacial
ruin," Loehwing said.

But he was still defiant.
"I00owmg te stpid and ineff-
cient way in which Butte Couty
is run, I have not hestated to at-
tack mercilessly tose whom I
tought responsible for this stt
of affairs," he said in his fnal
column.

And Loehwig exprssed plea-
sure that, in leavig Gridley, he
no longer would b "watching

on May 1, 1908, George Thresher, Bill Grant fighting a losing battle

C. W. Thresher ad te Daiel against te perverse backwardness

Streetr Estte each held 75 shares of tis town."

of te corporton's stok. Jaes
Galbreat had 76 shares. William
Mould ownd to shares' ad C.
N. Brwn one share.

Burleson eventually aquired
te stock of the Gridley Publish-
ing Compay but allowed it to
lapse in 1912 for non-payment of
te taxes on corporaton enacted
at the 1911 sesion of te State
Le

Upn learnig tat te Globe

tough you bought him [Grat]
out. You must have played him
just about right."

After the Glob expire, things
went fairly smoothly for
Burleson and the Herald. He
continued to enhance his local
news coverage by adding to his
correspondents in outlying dis-
tricts until he had six who were
sndng in items.

He made several stbs at writ-
ig a column of news ad opinion
which he calle "Local Slats" ad
lter "About te Town."

Buleson contnue his plicy of
supporting worthy community
propsals ad actvites such a
te efforts by te Gridley Junior
Chabr of Commerce t have te
Butte Couty Fair loate here.

Tis resulte in the County t,air
bing held in Gridey for te first
time in 1940. The event, which

was sponsored by the Junior
Chabr, was held in te Munici-
pa Pak on Wahingtn Stret.

Also, he encourage te Juior
Chamber in its desire t fnd a
way t build a new, 20-be hospi-
tal here to serve Gridley, Biggs
ad Live Oak.

However, when te old Gridey
General Hospital close on Aug.
1, 1943, he would have t wat
untl World Wa II was over b-
fore pushing agan for construc-
ton of a new facility.

Also, Burleson would have to
wat untl after the Wa to see
Gridey made te prmaent home
of te County Fair. And he was
involved in te Gridey Chmbr
of Commerce campagn that con-
vincd te board of suprvisors to
loct te fair here in 1946.

During te wa, Burleson made
an all out effor t provide what
informaton censors would allow
about Gridley aea servicemen,
particularly those who were
fighting in the Europea and Pa-
cifc Theaters.

He ran a "In the Service" col-

umn on pge one tat cae to b

as popula with the men and

women who were receiving te
Herald oversea as it was with
readers on te home front. And it

now serves as a history of Grid-
ley's men and women in te war.

Te itms were not limited to
news about loa men ad women,
but aso included reprts on ri-
fves of Grdeyans and former
resident.

Te column went beyond the
offcial pres rleases provide by
the Armed Services. Burleson
as icluded acounts supplie by
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WATCHING AN OLD FRIEND LEAVE,--The old Babcock drum
cylinder press was move out of te Gridley Herald's Virginia

Street shop in August, 1965 after 27 years of faithful service.
Watching the process is pressman Stone Newton. Sheets of
newsprint, one at a time, were fed along the slanted platform to
grippers on the huge cylinder which carried the paper to the page
forms on the bed below where the impressions were made. Charles
Ray Burleson acquired thi press, a 1923 model, in January, 1937
from the Marysville Star which had suspended publication. In te
late 1920s and early 1930s the Babcock was the recommended press
for a small town newspaper. However, by 1964 it had outlived its
usefulnes and William David Burleson replaced it with a modern

rotary ofst press.
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relatves ad friends ad even te
service men and women them-
selves.

Te column bega by rprtng
enlistent ad inductons. Ten
came reprts of casualties and
dets. Mixe i was news of ci-
ttions awaded for braver in ac-
tion. Finally, te column wa
able to chrnicle te rturn of te
Gridleyas who survived the con-
fict.

Just as soon as the Wa endd,
Burlesn resume his agitaton for
constructon of a new hospital.
On Aug. 21, 1945, the Herald

came out wit a bxed statement
"Gridley Needs A Hositl" at
the right of te name plate on'
page one. He ran this "ea" for
numerus issues.

In reviewing the communit's
pst-war needs, he plce a hospi-
tal to serve Biggs, Gridey ad
Live Oak at te top of the list.

"The district needs hospital
ad needs it badly," he delared in

a frnt page editorial. "Every or-
ganization, . fact every
individual of the c0mmunity
should get bhid the ltn'ojeet and
prom0t it in eery kay lYossible."

When a pla evolved to for a
non-proft corporation to build
and operate What became the
Biggs-Gridley Memoria' H0spi,
tal, he enthusiastically Pafci -
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gratulatdwith
te

tecommentHerald'StatPUbliher.you

should f1 quit complimented t
be razzed about putting such a
newspaper out of business."

And, Ford suggested that

"anyone wit a yen to start an- :: 60,
ote-r nwspaper in .Gridley will

pared i te drive to rais funds.
"Let's Build A Hospital," the page
one "ear" was change t say. The
new hospital opene on Jue 10,
1949.

During te wa, Burlesn ha
taken Alvie D. McDaniel, his
print shop forma, int te busi-
ness wit him. Their patnership
bgan on Oct. 1, 1943 ad contn-
ued until Nov. 1, 1959 when
Burleson and his wife, Grett,
bught out McDaiers interest.

At this tme, Buleson, whos
healt was bginning t fal, mad
hs son, William David, managing
editr. He ha joie te newsp-
per's staff in 1950.

Charles R. Burleson then
retired from active paticipation
in the business. He died in
Auburn on Dec. 21, 1961
following a short illness.

Thrughout his career as pub-
fsher of the Herld, he had been
active in the California
Newspaper Publishers'
Associton and had sere as one
of te first prsidents of the Mid-
Valley Unit.

: From,hs yout, he bd been i-
terested in birds and one of his
hobbies was raising pigens. He
aso became deply intersted in
genealogy and devoted considr-
able time and efort t tracing the
Burleson lineage back t its root.

more it than as

/i'!!!i,i';i:i,ii, iiliii

Baby Department00

featuring:

, Photo Albums

Mobiles

Baby Loungewear

Gift Sets

Blankets
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prosperity of the city and people

it serves to survive," he said.
Burleson has earned frequent

praise for te Herad's aggressive

news reporting, its efforts to
overcome public apathy tward
government and the forthright
stands it has taken on local issues.

A typical example is a note he
received from a subscriber a few

years ago: " appreciate so much

your saving ou twn," te writer
said. "You have been so fair wit
all of you comments. Without
the local paper, we would all
have gone 'down the rver.'"

However, for his efforts,
Buleson hs aso been on the re-
ceiving end of no little criticism
which he has demonstrated h can
take as readily as he can dish it
out.

Not only hs he been descrbed

a a "truculent publisher," he has
ben labled "the Gridley Cur-
mudgeon" ad likene t "Jabba
the Hut."

When, in 1988, the Chico News

& Review went aftr Burleson
during one of his tangles wit
Gridley City Hal, the atcle
caught te attntion of Rollan
Meltn, a columnist on the Reno
Gazette-Journa and a legend in
his own right.

"rm damn proud of you and just
wat t reaffrm that i my view,
you've always stood for the very
best in journalism," Melton said
in an unslicited letter.

"This piece simply reiforces
my opinio that you are one of the
great ones," Meltn added, refer-
ring to the News & Review arti-
cle.

Bnlesn's editorial cmment
are to b foud in his page one
"Pi-Line" clumn which features
opinion mixed in wit folksy
news itms about local people and
plugs for events that help fiance
te activities of various commu-
nity organizations.

His pity editrial remarks
dfnitly serve te fuction pre-
sribed by George Morell, editor

I I

Bill & Family on their

dedication to the community.

VVELCOME TO GOLD COUNTRY

4GOLD COU00WRYNATIONALBAXK
68)KEN"nJc',HI.C'OMCGRIDI."

MEMBERF'D]f

n i ii
II I

HOMETOWN LENDER - A U.S. FINANCIAL CO.

| A MORTGAGE BANKER * OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Need a home LOAN...

CALL KATY on the phone

(s3o) 532-6868

weekend & evening appointments
532-1227

Katy Hill

1st Time Buyers City Program

Purchase, Cash Out, Refinance,

2nd T.D., Pers, FHA, VA,

Construction, 203-K

1680 Lincoln St., Oroville

(look for neon sign)

Let's Give E1 NiRo The Brush Of/

The Sunshine Chimney Sweep Brush Of

All the rain going down your chimney

may cause structural problems
Call Now For Your Chimney Cleaning Appointment

.....
I II I

of te Pao Alto Times, when he
addressed a meeting of the Sacra- ......

mento Valey Newspaper Associ-
aton in Oroville on Oct. 14,
1935.

"It doesn't s much mattr that ::
the reader should agre wit the
editor," Morrell told his
audience. "In fact, it matters
mor tat the readers should agee

or disagre rter vehemently, foi
ten thought is stimulatd."

If it ca b said tat Buleson
ha ay one obsession, it would
have to b his aversion t secrecy
in government.

This meshes wit his career-
long crusd t encouage more
people t become involve with
teir local government.

"We say city goverment isn't
ba, just that it coud b btter if

....people took a itrest i it ad
attended council metings," he ex .............
pline o one ocasion.

However, bfore people ca b
inspired to take tat interest in
teir government, tey have to
have iformaton about the prob-

........lms ad issues whch are on the
tble ad te vaNous atra00ves ....
undr considrtion as solutions.

......So, despite te frustrations he .....
ha faced, he hs never given up A HIGH-SPEED ROTARY PRESS--This i the Gridley Heraid's Goss Community

the battle for te people's rght to press in August, 1980 when it had only six four-page units. Since then a seventh unit has

know all there is to kow abut and the Herald can now print a 28.page edition at one time. Today the press can run

how tei busies is bing con- 16,000 impressions an hour. With William David Burleson, left, in this photo is John

ductd by public ofcials and Heraid's prouction manager. When Burleson converted to the ofset printing process

eleted goverig bodie, started wit only two four-page units and a folder.

This ha not been limited to
preserving the public's right to make a contribution tward fos- Gridley's weekend track gang At that time, most

listn in--ad participate in--4he tering btter relatons btween was organized by James W. graduates faced the

discussions as officials America and te People's Republic Littares, te Espe setion fore- being dafted.

"deliberate" before actions are of Chna. man here, ad was made up of would not b6 18

taken. When one of his group's tou high school students, many of following February,

He hs gone t geat lengts to guides, Zhou Wenzhong, became whom were members of te t attend Chico

establish te people's rght to Deputy Consul General in Sa Sutter Buttes Chapter of the one semestr before

have access to the reports, Fraciso, he renewe his acquain- Order of DeMoly. service.

documents and other written tance wit Burlesn. Littares was dad advisr for He sought to enlist

informado tat contribut t te Zhou and his wife, Xie, and this Masonic yout orgaization. Navy aong wit hiS

decision making woess. Consul Wang Shaohua and his Buleson would b installed as erman Hinaman

As early a te 1950s, Bulesn wie, Shen, were Buleson's guests te chaptr's mastr councillor the Pierce but W%eaf
t

wa advoating lad use planning for a visit t Gridley on Sept. 24, followig Octber. because of a

to encourage oderly dvelopment 1988. Bulesn grduatd from Grd- when they took teir

He even editrially expressed te Buleson was aso entrtaine at Icy High Schol wit the Class mid-December. He

desire on one occaion to see Grid- a dinner at the Peple's Republic of 1944. He was one of five another examinaton

Icy made ito a "model city." of Chin Consulte in San Fran- honor students who delivere ad- ad passed.

And, he ha stod for "con- cisco on Dec. 1, 1988 aong wit desses during te cermonies that Buleson, Hinarna00

tinned improvement of all severa other newspapr represen- were held on June 9, 1944. Our- were swor in on

muicipal department accordng ttves, ing te musical portion of te and sent t te

t te hghest standards" t, a h William David Burleson was program, he and Duane Austn Traning Station

put it on July 17, 1964, "keep br on Feb. 6, 1927 i the home aso plye a trumpet duet. (Continued oJ

Gridley a, growing city, not a of his parents, Charles Ray and
Gretta Alberta' Burlesoa, at, 182,baksldig twn."

Although he tnd t be censr- Sycaore Street. In addition to a
vative in his politics, he came midwife, his mother was attended
down on the sid of public power by Dr.:Id Bek, Gridley's blove
when attempt were mad by Pa- femae physician who practiced
cic Gas & Eletric Co. t aquire medicine here fo nearly 20 years.
Grdley's municipal electric util- His childhood wa not unevent-
ity. fu. And when lttle Bill, like

Burleson tangled with the many toddlers, took a notion t
Souther Pacifc Railroad and won explore te world aound him,
on two occasions. Ad he ham- te icident becae the isiraton
mere on "Ma Bell" untl Grd, for one of gadfater William
ley's outdated tlephone serice Davis Buleson's poems. It was
wa fully modernize, dred "When Willie Ran Away t

But he lost an expnsive fght From Home" ad appeared in the
to see tat a prvat non-proft Herald on Nov. 26, 1929.
low-income housing corporaton Buleson attended te Gridley
complie wit te same type of schools. His frst grade tacher
development requiements that was his step-gadmother, Jesse
builders of middle ad upper in- V. Burleson. He plye trumpt
cme homes had t meet. in te Wilson Schol ad Gridley

The praise ad encouagement High School bad.
Burlesn has received fo hi wok As he grew, he had the oppor-
have not been his only rewads, tunity, lie his father, to work
Through hs actve participatio in before and after school as a
te Caifornia Newspapr Pub- "printer's devil" and later as a
Jihers' Association ad te Na- part-time rporter for the Gridley
tonal Newspaper Assoiton, he Herad. However, he is willing
has had te opportunt t brush t admit that i tose dys he wa
shoulders wit sme of te most "a reluctant employee" of te
imprtant nwsmaker of hs era. newspapr.

Thes have included Presidnts He als held a numbr of oter
Roald Regan ad Bill Clinton, part-time jobs at one time o an-
Seretary of State Henry Kis- other. These ranged from
singer, U. S. Senatrs Bob Dole working in loal orhards ad the
ad Ted Kennedy ad gad-fly Libby, McNeil & Libby cannery
canddt H. Ross Peter. to track maintenance on the

Aso, trugh membrship in Souther Paciic Ralroa.
pess organizations, he has partici- His stnt as a "gady dncer"
paled in fact-fnding tours that came during the summer of 1943 A BUDDING MUSICIAN--William David
.hve taken hi from Aia and te i respons t a statewide appeal eighth grade Wilson School band uniform, i shoW00
South Pacifc to England, Italy by te raiload for help atr it Conn cornet to hi mother, Gretta A. Burleson.
and Gexmany. adult work force had been dei- never lost hi interest in music and recently ha

Hi visit t te Chnese main- mated by World Wa II enlist- Line column to encourage donations of musical
land i 1977 even enble hm t ments and conscriptions. Gridley area school music programs.

HERE'S TO the BURLESON CLAN!

HERE'S TO the GRIDLEY HERALD!

On this most memorable conclusion tO

ONE HUNDRED YEARS!

re I==m,
Gridley has been most fortunate to have had such a great

newspaper- The Gndley Herald - over 10 decades.

II And a top-notch newspaperman -- Bill Budeson - who has spent
his entire life serving every person, organization and institution in the

I Gridley ara with a devotion to pnnting the truth and upholding the best

"1

L traditions for a free prss.

As agood fdend to Bill Budeson, for about one-third of his centennial
celebration year, I express my apprciaton for his friendship and wish Bill and

his family th e best always.

MEL HODELL, UPLAND CA

A USA WASTE SERVICES COMPANY

P I III III II |111111I IIIIIIII I I II

Prompt, Dependable and Competitive

L
Chico

Durham

Biggs

Forest Ranch

Unincorporated Areas of Butte County

(Formerly Tri-County Disposal)

RO. Box 566, Biggs, CA

"Congratulations to the Burleson
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VCOmpletedthe follow-

.Ond Class Burleson
to yeoman school.

Aug. 3 and was
entre class di-

Shoemaker nearWhere he was soon
tird class.

Staton at
was being readied to

who would
a the War came to

urleson...

California job case compartments.
However, much of te type was

cast from a molten alloy of led,
tn and antmony, line by line, by
a complicated, amost Rube Gold-
berg-like, machine calle a Lino-
type. The Model 14 ten in use
had about 12,000 pats.

Burlesn melted down the lines
of type after tey had been used to
print an eiton of the Herald ad
poured the pigs that would be
neee to replenish te "pot" on
te Linotype machine.there until he wa He also made "plates" for ads

being severely using an old casting box ad papraUtOmobileaccident mache matrices and even learne
back to te base to operate the Model 14 well

of his frequent enough "to "set a line in anto Gridley.
.

emergency."
OCcurred on tle He hand fe the old Babcock

Robbins and cylinder press, one sheet of

......

ii .... .................................
i

on Ja. 27, 1946
mechanism

vehicle went into a

newsprint at a time, to run off
each semi-weekly edition.
Although faster, this press was
not that much different tha the
first "power press" that Chales
Nef Reed bought for the Herald
in 1888.

Burleson aso did "front office"
work, collectng bills, maintain-

was driving the
of te jaw

a well as cuts ad
was the most
of the ca's four

The immediate inspiration for
using this term came when
Burleson was moving a classifed
page form ad "pie" it by press-
ing it too had against his stom-
ach.

This accident sent the lines of
type flying in al directons. It
was so jumble that the work of
settng te typ ad making up te
page had to be done all over agaim

However, as he explaine it, tile
accident also suggested tat the
term "pi" would be appropriate
for the typ of column he wated
to wrte since it would b a mix-
ing up of news items ad com-
ment.

He added that while he admied
Sa Fracisco Chronicle columnist
Herb Caen, he dd not care for te
"three dot" style of journaism.

Burleson not only use his "Pi-
Line" column to support worth-
while causes, but also to outline
his vision of what the future
should hold for Gridley and to
advoat a few ideas of his own.

One of the ealiest was his pr-
posal that Washington Street
should b extnde north to con-

on Sycamore crossings but for no more than
fve minutes at a tme.

taken to Woodlad
adingcirculatonpundingoutrecrdS'newsSellingstresadonBiggs.nectwith Railroad Avenue at

THE VIRGINIA STREET OFFICE--This is how the Gri00dte0000Herold's=office on Virginia SWeet
transfered to te a old Underwood Model 5 type- He would ague tme ad again looked after it was expanded by William David BuHeson, I4i include the space that housed
Naval Hospital writer, that such a transportaton atery the Rideout & Smith bank when it opened here in 1884. Burln eniarged and remodeled the Vir-
led in te platic The job dd give him te oppr- along side te Souther Pacifc ginia Street plant, which the Herald had occupied since 1897, as part of the moernization program
for about two tunity to earn extra money from tacks would opn a lage terri- he launched when he acquired the newspaper fro his/kother, retta A. Burleson, in 1962. Next

returned to duty his photography hobby, which he tory for much neeed industrial door on the right is the 1877 portion of the 'blit Ston00 00rvived00ti00,1905 fire. Still far-
00herehe serve had pursue since he wa 12 years development.

,, ,,
ther to the north is the "new" Stone Block that was erected iml00ediately after the 1905 confagra-

from te Navy old. He sold news phots to the Burleson s Pi-Line column tion destroyed most of the original group of buildings erected by L. C. Stone at the corner of Vir-

Sacramento Be and te Sacra- aso gave him a vehicle for taking ginia and Hazel Streets. -'
?ume his ed- mento Union, using the newspa- " ' ....a actve part in what he likes to specialty shop in Gridley, was Barleson also began, erdDl0ring .set p.rmUng" whie tt was still in
hte where he pr's Speed Grphic, a 4x5 shet remember as the Wa of the

hied as bokkepr, adverising ways tO2aliize !] lit by ltsaaolescence.
, .....talcin'ad tafew rduc tuneson lmmematety entereoWadens" tat started in late De- saesman ad news reportr ad ._._..o guvams,,, P "

m a progam flm camera..
. " hat . - : into correspondence and verbala_aslson study of It was durig th|s perod t cembr, 1958 and continued the tus began his long carer with tlon nology..

' euea and music. Burleson took on the Southern following year. te Herald. He er wout: that a talk discussions wit Te Goss Com-

er
e_ ffth yea of Pacifc Railrad over its practice It began when the late Bob In 1966, four years after b Are J. !isher pary s representatives about

c
e secondary ere- of blocking Gridley's six grade Millington, a Gridley attorney, Burleson becae publisher of the of the':ncinh, utlizing a web rotary offset pressOuld be a high crossings wit long freight tains decided to contest the right of ipiei'him t't it w manufatring.

newspapr, Daddow wa promote
method. !i",i:i Meanwhile, he gainedc--" while switching cars in and out of fish ad gae wadens to search

to eitr. He held tis positon
! : :, ,. ....... : ...... . .uuege yeas, he te spur tracks at te Libby can- his vehicle and confiscate a

bot te bad ad nery ad te Stndard Oil bulk shotgun ad shells, utl the end of June, 1979 when owever, t; II],;iexpenence wtth te new proess

he left to begin publishing his co-pubsher ]d Unif: by acquiring a smaller offset pressrt for a time on plant. The challenge to te way the
own newspaper, the Live Oa Regist, he gavel tlie credit for in August, 1963 for use in job

of the campus The practce preventd abu- wadens were exercising their Times. having;onvinced him t0 go ahead printng.
.the Wildcat, and laces, fie trucks ad plice vehi- powers was expande to include The fist eition of the Times, and g,bl on c,fture iOf;i'/. (Continued on page 12B)
n seven drama cles on te west side of te tacks raids that bd been conducted at a which wa printed in the Herald s i ' '>/""fi.,i '' .......i......".:"' ........ "
.Productions. He from reahing the eat side, and loal cold strage business, shop, wa issue on July l9. He

I
performance as vice versa, for a much a haf a Millington led the fght on te sold the Times in 1983 and re- I ,.lhT_e

,
Speare s A Mid- hour at tmes, legal front, accusing te wadens ......... .......

I
turne to the Herald a spcial: [ 0000mnitm/00oOn To I

s Dream" as his The sriousness of this situaton of conductng illega searches ad
events editor ad reprter. He I ..... [

was brughthometBurlesonin seizures. At the same time, alo worked part-time for te[ SSOpO" [eat at Chico State, September, 1955 when he wa Burleson raised a hue and cry Gridley Disttic'l Chamber of
i

,.rried Constance rushing his 14-month-old daugh- about the wardens' conduct CommerCe as exeutive diretore" Noordhoffon ter, Besty, to Biggs-Gridley thrugh his column. , and offce manger. .
, '|

J hi
..............

,' .,.

..... l|She was aso Memorial H0pital to have her His commentary wa so heatd Daddow, for whom the towfl Io to beome Dtr she ingested at times, it wa demed best to.
Ithei children; s0me pills and went int a coma. preface his column w!th a dis- plaza is named, brganizcd:(rid-

' 1: .... "ley's first Red Suspenders Day I Wafci or,our,armouncement m I
e, have worke for They were delayed eight claimer statng that its 'views ad celebration. ' :," c,;- ., " .: , ., ., ,

a has Susie's minuts by a tain blocking the opinions ae tose of te wrter also'0000sgeste the 00ale of I i 00000000h00-conf00g wed00s! I
700a00u.s. crossings. Fortunately, Betsy and do not necessaily represent "memory bricks"00'00thathelped f! I
.mr his first mar- rcaohe te hospital in tme. te views ad expressions of te

nance the obsrvance of Gridley's =' <'Brid(<,,,::,' -- ; ::,',, :>,,,,,,, ,divorce i 1960, he " As a result of Burleson's centnnial in 1970 ad a well a ....... ='rrneyer. She had protest, which was backed by
newspapr." [ Register now'/mdTecelve a ,The lawsuits that were brought the constructon of te gazeb in 11 complimentary Gift C00rtifcateand Todd, who he Hospitl Administrator Clella in te Butte County Suprior

te town plz for use a a band-they were dvorce Hovlid, te Gridley City counci Court were trasferred to the U. stand. .... ' "
at..., took action to put tough restric-S. District Court in Sacramento One of te fist thi ngs Burleson :: "..... ..... .a
.ls.presentwl/e. tions on the railroad, bcausethe state wadens were did after taking over management I 6).O[f!HnT.elS|,

at Green, te An ordinance wa adoptd tat also doubling a deputy feeral of the Herad was to give te , ''''--iTlong-time frend, prhibited Soutern Pacifc trains gae wardens.
' t.n'een of Biggs, fom blocking all te east-wt After unfavorable judgments newspaper a new look. He ds-

contnued te prctice of selling Z
_

on Jan. 13, 1990. crossings at te sae tme. It wer rndere, Millingtn did not
space on page one for advertise-took place in the lowed the blocking of three have te fnaces tat would be
ment that had been in effect sice

required to carry the battle before his gadfather cae to te

on a career
graduaton fom

David
appa

and help out

The uproa also prompted te
railroad company to build a siding
sut of Evans-Reimer Road tat
would hold a 120-car train while
its locomotve was detched to
work te cannery spurs.

Tis resolved te problem for
lengty prios of time but on oc-
casion train crews would forget
and allow te crossings to b
bloked. When it happened,
Burleson quickly raise a new
protest.

Burlesn's "Pi-Line" column b-
gan running a a rgular feature on
Aug. 30, 1957. It evolved from a
boatng column he previously had
ben wrtng on a ocaiona ba-
sis.

The trm "pi" originted in te
days when type wa set by had.
It rfer to the mixing up of the
type when it hd been acidentally
spilled.

lUrleson's health
to fail and he
to b well pre-

would come
Herald.

goa, te son
the newspapr
goud up" by

in te front
te "back shop."
joined te news-n July 1, 1950,

used for
and the

m te newspaprhand, one letter
he leaned the

letters in their

in
Your pager for

recrystalling,

, pay only
for service, and

Pager returned to

luarterlythereafter.

)AY!

PAGING &
CELLULAI00

KENTUCKY ST.

GRIDLEY, CA 95948

(530) 846-5545

trough te appllat courts.
While the lawsuits died in

Sacramento, Burleson blieves
that the uproa led to te state
wardens being given better
training in regad to search and
seizure laws so te huntng public
bneftte in te long run.

As tme went on, Chales Ray
Burleson's health contnue to de-
cline ad the pint wa reached
when he would have to retire
But frst, he ad his wife, Gretta,
bught out te haf intrest in the
newspapr that had been owned by
Alvie D. McDaniel since 1943.

William David Buleson as-
siste in bringing the sometimes
difficult negotatons to a satis-
factor conclusion on Nov. I,
1959. He was then placed in
charge of the Herald as its
managing editor.

It was at this tme tat Nick
Daddow, te owner of a children's

Herald in 1897.
On Mach 11, 1960, he rplace

the Excelsior type his fater had
used with a new, slightly larger
ad easier to read typestyle calle
Corna.

Shortly ater, he also expade
the newspapr's producton capac-
ity by acquiring a second Linotype
machine, a Moel 26.

Aftr Charles R. Bulesn ded
on De. 21, 1961, his widow b-
came owner ad publisher of te
Herald. However, her son contin-
ued to conduct the business a he
had during his fater's delining
year.

William David Bufeson bught
the newspaper from his moter
and became the sle owner on Oct.
10, 1962. His moter died on
Feb. 15, 1965 following a short
illness.

After acquiring the Herald,

Happy l OOth Anniversary

' " TO

!

Congratulations to

Bill and the Burleson Family!

You're ]00 & We're I Year Old

0

We're Looking Forward to the Next 99 !

t From All The Crew- *

The Opp0rtunit00 ]00ulldin
News

Bill

gratulations

ily

Anniversary

--Stan & Jan Lane--

L&L Power Equipment

74

2816 Olive Hwy Oroville

CANNED F00D
c

w00Hous00 Woo

Ci0seoutsDem, Over,tuks"DiscountGroceries

: "? ,

Starting As,Low As S2.001Case

Tomatoes Peaches,. Peats. Apricots Fruit Cocktail

Green Beans Corn and many other items

, Institutional Sizes Available
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(Continue from page 11B)

And he began doing the press-
work for another newspaper, te
Yuba College 49er, on Sept. 4,
1963. In later years, printing
newspapers for other publishers
would become an important part
of Burleson's business. He gave
up his commercial/job printing
shop to concentrate entirely on it.

In Mach, 1964, in an effort to
overcome voter apathy in rgad
to city government, he spnsored
Gridey's frst city council candi-
dates' night forum. The event was
held at te Gridley Woman's Club
on Mach 30.

Before Burleson could install a
new rotary offset press to print
the Herald, he had to arrange his
plat to accommodat it.

He started in August, 1964 by
expading his office int te old
Rideout Bank buildig next door
to the north. He had te two
c-ommei00ial spaces combine into
one ad united the fronts of bot

with a new wall designe to give
the appearance of a moder struc-
ture.

He aready had ordered a new
two-unit Goss Community Press
ad to be able t use it, he had to
hve a special "process camer" t
prouce te page-size negatives
which ae use to cret a printing
surface on the tin aluminum
plates tat ae use in te offset
printng process.

Tes plates ae coated with a
light sensitve matra. After it
ha been expse t light through
the negatve, it is hadened while
te unexposed aea is washed
away.

To save money, Burleson
decide to build his own process
camera-something he was
prepared to do, given his
background and experience
working with photographic
techniques over te years.

He related tat he bught a 21-

AN EARLY TYPESETTER FOR PHOTO OFFSET--Loretta
B006rksCarroll, the Herald's advertising director at the time, oper-
ates a first generation Compugraphic 7200 photo ofset typesttng
machine. It set single fnes of type on strips of photographic paper
for use as headlnes and in ad compositon.

inch lens and other materias from
Army surplus ad wit te help
of "a good friend in the caera
business," he went about the task.

Their fnished product had "a
greatr rnge of enlagement and
reucton tha most process ca-
eras" used by newspapers, he
beame in telling the stry.

By the end of Septembr, the
new Goss press, which carried
producton number 232, wa being
ereted at te rear of the plant. It
wa redy for a tria rn on Oct.
13, 196.

At frst, te typ was set on
the Linotyp machines and made
up into page forms as before.
And te old Babcock press wa
still used, but only t make the
page profs that would b pho-
tographed to get the negative
neede to sensitize te printing
plates.

As late as Otober, 1967, te
Gridey Herald was te only
newspapr in Butt County print-
ing wit a offst pres.

However, all did not go as
smootly durng tos years as
Burleson might hve hoped.

"It was so ealy in the offst
process we had lots of trouble
with plates, flm, chemicas and
the works for the next fve
years," he recalle. "Boy, tose
frst yeas, you could never tell
wht wa going t hppen."

Menwhile, Burleson grdualy
did away with te "hot metal"
metod of settng typ. He do-
nate his Moel 14 Linotyp to
Caiforia Stt University Chico
ad sold the Moel 26 to Rose
Printing in Marysville.

Te old Babcok pres wa sold
in August, 1965 to a Pete
Maongiu of Orovile who used it
a a de-cuttr for cardbard signs.

At frst Burleson acquired
Friden Justowriters ad later a
Fototyp Compsitor to produce
the columns of typ tat would
b attche wit wax ont papr
page forms for photgraphing in
te offset darkrom.

Ten he progrssed t Compu-
graphic typesetting equipment
that was computrze atough it
dd not hve memory.

Finally he caught te "computr
bug" and bga using micro com-
puters wit laser printers and
desktop publishing softwae for
te same purpose.

Burlesn initialy tried Tandy
models sold by Rado Shack then
switched over to Apple
Macintosh computrs i 1985.

His prouction manager, John
Skaggs, also ha become an exprt
in using micr computers for all
apect of news and ad composi-
ton work.

Skaggs wa a pael membr in
1988 for a CNPA-sponsored
Graphics Seminar at Chico State
discussing "Composing Your
Newspapr Wit Micro Comput-
ers." "John had al te aswer,"
Burleson related aftrwad.

"The (Herad's) first Apple was
a Lisa," Skaggs said. Next came a
512 kilobyt Macintosh ad then
Mac Pluses.

Today te Herad is using te
SE, Ilcx, LCIII, Quadra 700, Cen-
tis 650, and Power Mac 8600-
300 models.

However, Skaggs views his ad
compsition on a ViewSonic 21-
inch screen. He also has a scanner
that can digitze bth positive
prnts and negatives then creat
the dot structure needed to
reproduce photographs in the
newspapr.

In te middle of al this change,
Burlesn wa faced wit hving t
move his printng plant--tanks
to te Oroville eatquake on
Aug. 1, 1975 which knoked his
prss out of aignment.

He purchased te building at
630 Washington Steet tat Mills
Construction Company had
erected i 1961 and remodelle it
for use a a newspapr plant. This
include installing the press on a
"foatng concrt slab."

Te difficult task of rlocatng
the plat wa completd on July
2, 1976.

Burleson's second battle wit
the Soutern Pacifc involved a
problem crete by new rilroad
industry tchnology.

Special sensig devices hd been
installed along te tacks north
and sout of Gridley to detet
overheated journas, called "hot
boxes," on the wheels of freight
cars. A hot box can cause a rail-
road ca t catch lure.

The read-out for te detectr
nort of Biggs near te Highway
162 crossing was locatd witin
te city limit. On several oca-
sions this le to freight cars wit
hot boxes being set out on a side
tack here wit the expectton
tat the Gridley Fire Department
would put out any fire that re-
suited.

Many rsidents wer afraid tat
cars wit explosive, infamable
or toxic materias would prouc
an extreme hzard to te commu-

A MORE SOPHISTICATED MACHINE--Com
ued to improve its typesettig equipment and came
Editwriter 7500 which could do more than the earlier
machine was used for boy tp for news stories. It
coded to produce larger type for headlines. At
William David Burleson's daughter, Susie Ullman,
working as a typeseter for the Herald. With her is
bitts, another tpeseter.

nity if tey started burnig while Earlier, on DeC.
standing in the city. Burleson had

Also, tere wa rsntment b- tis dua role was s
cause fies which, in effect, had iterst and aked
orginated outside Gridey were to retin another
bing brought here to be extin- rprsent Gridley
guishe at some expnse t the He said he wa
city. concerns mentioned

Souter Pacifc counterd tis various residents
agument by pinting out that it community.
paid city taxes and should, ther- This prompted
for, b enttle t fre protetion give Bulesn a
the same a ay other taxpayer, lshing at the Jan.

Buleson started complaining counci metng. "I
abut te situaton, bth editr- complet contempt
aly ad in letters to te Caifor- hve ever had for a
nia Public Utlites Commission, Millingtn ranted.
i February, 1967. The resut wa Aftr the PUC

a full-scae ivestgaton by that held in Gridey,
regultry agency, detrination of the

It culmiated in a PUC hearing the surace,
held i Oridley on blavgh 5, 1968 Pacifc.
at which City Attorney Seth Nevertheless, the
Millingtn aso ated a an attor- check for $250 to
ney for Southern Pacifc. (Contnued

"One of our biggest supporters is Bill Burleson and

The Gridley Herald-- Thanks For the Memories/"

Join Us Again This Year To Celebrate

"Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow"

at the

August 26th
--

30th

Daily Entertainment Includes:

Susan Rosen- Hypnotist The Rangers

Snuffy The Clown Circus Imagination

King Cotton Dixieland Band Alphabet Soup Puppets

Heartache Tonight-A Tribute to the Eagles Days Ride

Bad Moon Rising- A Tribute to Creedence Clearwater Revival

Grandstand Events:

Concert Rodeo. Destruction Derby. Miss Butte County Pageant and more...

Event runs May 6th
--

Over 3,000 Exciting Entries
-

Free Admission

filial

.i:

f

/

James C. Brown Jr., D.0. Paul McOmber, P.A. Albert W. Nielsen, M.D

and Gary C. Jenkins M.D.

Over Thirty Years Serving The Communities of

and surrounding areas ofering:

Famly Practice Pediatrc To Geratric

Well Child Exams CHDP/Immunizatior00s

DMV Exams Osteoporosis Screening

Announcing The Addition To Our Staff:

General Cancer Endocrne Surgery

Diplomate of Amercan Board Of Surgery

225 Spruce St.

Hours: Monday -
Friday 8 am -

5 pm

Saturday 9 am until Noon
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del Sol Subdivison

wer presented,
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to whittle down
0n-site development

tts effort to avoid
no-

tg irriga-
and drainage ditches

lib

ground a nearby irrigation canal
and drainage ditch. The suit was
transferred to the same federal
court that had issued te consent
decree, so it got nowhere.

However, the government fi-
nanced public service law frm
that represented CHIP obtained a
court order requiring the plain-
tiffs in the suit to pay its
attorey cost.

Duing his 48-year career as a
newspaper reporter, editor and
publisher, Burleson ha had many
exciting experiences as well a
some embarrasing moment. One
incident brought Gridley a great
deal of attenton.

That wa the time in February,
1972 that Budeson pulled out of
Charlie Stohlma's service staton
dragging a blazing gas pump b-
hind his Buick stton wagon. He
had driven off before te nozzle
had been removed from his vehi-
cle's gas tank.

And he kept going, towing te
faming pump, out of fear that if

he stopped, it would cause some-
thing else to catch fre-maybe
even his own vehicle. After being
dragged three miles, the pump
stopped burning.

As a good news reporter
should, Burleson wrote himself
up like he would anyone else.
Thus the episode earne him a
good deal of razzing from his
friends around town.

In addition, te incident pro-
vided fodder for the top item in
Herb Caen's San Fracisco Chroni-
cle column on March 2, 1972 ad
a spcial story in te Sacramento
Bee on the day following.

Burleson has had other close
calls, particulaly when doing
aerial photography. On one
occasion the airplae in which he
was fying ran out of ga and had
to make an emergency landing.

On another occasion, the pilot
had to make a dead stck landing
after a gasket burst, shootng oil
onto the hot maifold ad flling
the plane's cabin wit smoke.

Burleson sered tre terms on

the board of directors of Califor-
nia Newspapr Publishers' Assci-
ation and severa terms as presi-
dent of te Mid-Valley Unit. He
also has been a member of the
Nationa Newspapr Assoiation's
postal and membership commit-
tees.

He ha been a member of a long
list of community organizations
and ha receive merite reogni-
tion for his effort on behaf of
Gridley ad it residents.

He was nae Ma of te Year
in 1982 by te Gridley District
Chabr of Commerce. He re-
ceived the Chamber's award for
outtanding community srvice in
1995.

Among his memberships are te
Gridley Rotary Club, which he
served a president in 1980-81, te
Lions, Moose Lodge, Masonic
Lodge and York Rite Bodies, Ben
Ali Temple of the Shrine, the
Gridley Gourmet Cooks and the
Society of Antique Modelers,
which he serve as local chapter
president several tmes.
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GRIDLEY EASTSIDE FLOODED IN 1907--This scene, looking east, shows the fooding at the in-
tersection of Hazel and Washington Streets when the Feather River overfowed in March, 1907. The
food that year was the worst since 1881 when the same area eat of the railroad tracks was under wa-
ter. The Christian Church is on the right.

1915 HAZEL STREET SCENE--Thi photograph, dated Nov. 3,
1915, shows Hazel Street looking east from Kentucky Street in
Gridley's downtown business district. The old Leland Hotel
building, erected in 1888, i at the left. It is now known a the
Hazel Hotel. The rebuilt Stone Block can be seen up te street
on the right. The city council adopted an ordinance on Aug. 18,
1924 that required removal of the porches that had shaded a
number of Gridley's business houes, The porches were taken down
later that year and during te early part of 1925.

COMPUTER--Nick Baptit, who was ten
use a Tandy TRS 80 computer from Radio

stories and set the type at the same time. Hi
on a disk which was then inserted in a Cor-

to produce the type that wa paste on a page

River was almost dry in 1924

Gridley irrigators faced a par-
ticularly dry season in 1924 and
the Sutter Butte Cana Company
had to battle the Great Western
Power Company for what little
watr wa available for dversion.

The situation wa so bad tat
William Davis Buleson noted on
June 28 that "for the frst time
since white men have known te
Feater River, it is dry i places
blow the intake of the Sutter

Butt Caa ad a Gridley man re-
ports that a few days ago he
walke across te stream on a rif-
fe without wettng his feet."

Later tat year the Sutter Butte
Canal Company preserved it
rght to water frm te rver in a
negotiate settlement of the law-
suit it fled against the Great
Western Power Company and it
Wester Canal Company sub-
sidiary.

NOW ITS ALL MACINTOSH FOR TYPESETTING--Scotty
Williams, the Gridley Herald's current editor, writes and edits hi
stories and headlines using a Macintosh LCIII micro computer
and deskto publishing software. When a story is ready to go into
the page form for the paper, it is printed out on an Apple Laser-
Writer IIcx.

EXPERT PAINTING BY FINE CRAFTSMEN
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846-5817
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the fire well at the Kentucky
Street intersection but was unable
to pump water there, either.

It was ten tat Porter realized
"the fault was all in the engine."
Its valves had become hardened
and refuse to functon.

The Chico Record's report ex-
plaine that the stem pumper's
valves had "bake" when it stood
for two weeks under te hot sun
while the fre station was being
renovated.

Repairs to the engine were made
on the spot, but 45 minutes
elapsed before te steamer was in
working order. All te while te
fre wa raging through the busi-
ness buildings on te sout side of
Hazel from Kentucky to Virginia.

The fire department's little
hand pumper was in acton during
tat perod but it single stem
of water proved no match for te
fames which quickly got out of
control.

Once the stea pumper could
begin throwing water, it con-
quere the faes in short order.
The progress of the fre was fi-
nally stopped in C. A. Moore's
jewelry store on Virginia Street.

The portion of the Stone Block
tus saved included the two-story
building facing Virginia Steet
that had been erected in 1877 ad
the single-stor setion added in
1883.

When te fire started, Abner
Miller ad F. H. Lee happened to
be sittng on te sidewalk on te
Hael Steet side of the Pacifc
Hotel which was situated
opposite the Stone Blok.

"Tey sw a light in te alley
near an outouse at te rear of [J.
L.] Porter's variety store in te
Stne Block," the Chico Record
said. "They investigated and
found te outouse in fames."

There was noting they could
do t put out the fr, so "Miller
ran t te fire bell ad sounded
te aam while Le went to the
steamer ad made redy for a run
as soon as suffcient men arrive
t move te engine."

However, the delay in getting
te pumper t work had alowed
te faes to cross te alley and
get int C, H. Block's Livery &
Feed Stable which ten fronted on
Kentucky Street.

According to te Oroville Daily
Register.0000rep0rt, 'the fire pro-
gressed from the stable into the
single-stry brck building at the
00utheast comer of Hazel and
Kentucky Stets tat was owned

by William Slingsby and housed
W. H. Hal's dry gods and men's
cloting store.

Next east of Hall's store was
the two-story Odd Fellows
building wit lodge rooms on the
second foor and C. M. Rankin's
drug store downstairs.

This structue was son ablaze
and destroyed as were George
Gerst's two single-story buildings
situated between the I.O.O.F.
Hall ad te aley.

The Gridley Semi-Weekly Ad-
vace, the Postl Telegraph Com-
pany ad Duncan C. McCallum
had their offces in the building
next to the Odd Fellows Hall.
Next dor on the aley was F. G.
Cooley's salon.

Te Gridley Herad's report said
the fre also worked back from
the alley into the two-story
porton of the Stone Block at the
comer of Hael ad Virginia ad,
in te process consumed Moody &
Company's general store and R.
A. Norma's drug store.

From this pint the fames
spred bot west and sout.

On the west the single-story
structures occupied by Roy
Schellinger's barbr shop, Fred G.
Moesch's offce and Charles
Goulden's tilor shop were de-
stoyed. Willia Brown's meat
market, with its refrigerton and
cold storage equipment wa on te
eat side of the aley. It aso fell
to te fames.

Burning to the south in the
two-story prtion of te Stone
Block fronting Virginia Street,
te fire gutted te post offce, but
not bfore al te mal had been
removed. Next dor wa Porer's
Variety Store which was de-
stroyed along with the Masonic
Hall upstirs.

Although the progress of the
fire wa stpped in More's jew-
elry store, this portion of the
buildng was destoyed.

J. H. Jones' real estte office
wa loated in te 1877 secton of
the Stone Blok. It was sved.
The Rideut Bank's Gridley offce
was next south of tis building
ad wa untouched.

The Gridley Herald's offce and
print shop next dor t the bak
aso wa unscated. However, ev-
eryting tat could be moved had
been taken out of te newspaper
plant as a precaution.

"Luckily no lives were lost in
the fre," Editor Burleson said.
He related that "the closest cal
of any was tat of T. B. Chanon

who, in his endevor t save te
records of the Masonic Lodge,
was nearly overcome by the
smoke."

Upon learning of the fre in
Gridley, residents of Biggs came
to their sister's city's aid and
Burleson made it a pint to ex-
press his community's appreciaton
for their effort."

"The Herld ma," he sad, re-
ferring to himself, "obsrved a
goo many of te businessmen of
Biggs among those who were
working like Trojans to help sve
proprty from te fames, carry-
ing hose, swinging axes and
otherwise doing the neighborly
thing."

Since Buleson's newspapr was
printed fve days aftr the fre, he
could aso repr tat most of te
property owners who had lost
structues in te fre were already
taking stps t rebuild.

And the Herald's editor had
also had time t refect on what
he believe to b te "imprtant
lesson" leaned from the fre.
"Some means must b provided t
furnish better protection from
disastous fres," Burleson wrote
on July 14.

"The protecton had in te pat
was as good a could b expected
under te cicumstances ad could
not have ben bttr without an
additional expense that all our
citizens will now admit could
have been incurred wit advatge
ad prft," he said.

"If no bttr or more economi-
ca way can b adopted ta incor-
poration, ten Gridley should lose
no time in incorporating," he de-
claed.

"The loss incurred by such a fie
as was experienced last Sunday
evening would defay the expense
of incorporation for a long time
to come," Buleson pintd out.
"Gridley needs and must have a
better fire service, and t secure
it, must defray the neessary ex-
pnse."

Gridleyans had explored the
idea of incorporatng as a city
duing te mid-1890s but had let
te propsal dop. Agan in May,
1902 there had been "quiet talk"
about incorporaton but noting

wa done.
Aftr Biggs votrs approved in-

corporaton by a 87-7 magin,on
June 20, 1903, Burleson brought
up te issue agan, pinting t the.
need to estblish a watr systm !
here.

He suggested that the

) :i

1905 FIRE DESTROYED FIRST STONE BLOCK--Much of the original Stone Block
to rubble by the fire that broke out on the night of July 9, 1905 and devastated the
Hazel Street between Virginia and Kentucky Streets. This view looks southwest
that were left by the blaze which consumed property worth an estimated $100,000. The
of hand when the town's Amoskeag steam pumper, seen here behind the hose cart, waS
pump water because of hardened values. It tok 45 minutes to make the necessary repairS.

could be defryed by te $3,000 a
year in license fes Gridley's fve
saoons would ten be paying to
te city insted of te county.

Nothing was done until July
14, 1904 when a town meeting
wa held to consider te queston.
During tis dscussion, fears wer
raised that incorporaton would
lead to bnded indebtedness so te
prpsal wa rjeted.

However, at te meting, it wa
decide to for a bad of tade
which, in those dys, prformed
te same functons a a chabr of
commerce Buleson was electe
to serve a the bad's first prsi-
dent.

Burleson agitted te incorpo-
rtion issue agan in te Herald's
Aug. 4, 1905 issue by running a
front page editorial headlined:
"Make A Move For Incorpora-
tion."

He pointed out that the pros
ad cons of te queston had been
so frequently dscussed tat ter
was little likelihood that the
minds of those who were either
for or aganst the propsal could
b chaged by further agument.

"It would sem tat the proper
ting to do at this time is to ty
te matter out on its merits," he
said. "The Herald suggests tat
now is the time for tose who
desire to see the town incorpo-
rted t makea move in the mat-
ter."

Burleson urged tat a pettion
b ciculate so te issue could b

cost00 settled by bing put to a vote in

an electon. Tis wa done and it
wa signed by 142 prsons.

The ptition was presented to
te Butte County Boad of Supr-
visors on Oct. 3, 1905. After a
attempt was made to delay acton,
the board set the incorporation
electon for Nov. 16, 1905.

The Herald contnued to presnt
it agument in favor of making
Gridley a city. "It is our opinion
tat te bneft to be secured un-
der incororation will b much
geter tan the expnse incurred
through txation," Burleson ar-
gued.

When opponents started rumor
to the effect that te citizens of
Biggs regretted incororatng, he
went there to fnd out for him-
self. He interviewed 29 of that
city's property owners ad busi-
nessmen ad published tei com-
ments in the Herald's Nov. 10
edition.

Merchants William Doty,
Moses LaPoint and C. E. Chat-
feld each assure Burleson that
Biggs had derived satisfactory
benefts from incorporation a a
city. Thei remaks were typica.

F. C. Kempr, a harness maer,
added that "not more than one
person in Biggs would vote
against incororaton if submitted
to the people after two yeas'
exprience."

Philip Grien, owner of the
Planters' Hotel, sid, to, he wa
"perfetly satisfied with incorpo-
ration." Philip Grien, Jr., who
ten had a livery stble in Biggs,

termed in(
ting for te

J. E. Ruggles, the
the Hotel Colonia,
believed it wa
to have "home
tustees "in contol"
of suprvisrs
trest in te

M. A. Randall
"incorporaton is a
town, especially if
contols public

J. M. Coffman,
editor of te
Burleson tat since
"people take more
welfare of te twn."

George Pech
tion "te thig, and
do" ad told
foolish down in
don't do it."

At the electon
Gridley becae a city
class by a 27-vote
There were 85 voteS
of incorporation
aganst te measure.

Te Chico Record
te outcome "was in a
prse to may, for
pression wa tat
close fght with te
aganst "

William Brown,
C. H. Blok, Ed
Hollis were elected

city council which

was calle te board

(Continued on

Congratulations to The Burleson Family

As You Celebrate 100 Years

of Excellence in the Publishing Business

We take pride in the rich

history of Gridley and salute

businesses such as The

Gridley Herald who have long

been committed to serving

the community. We also look

forward to future economic

development and positive

growth for Gridley and pledge

to strive to make the future a

bright and positive one for

the community.

The Gridley Chamber of

Commerce was started in

1946. The Gridley Business

Improvement District was

formed in July of 1997. For

information on the Gridley

Chamber of Commerce and

Gridley Business Improvement

District, call (530) 846-3142, or

stop by the Chamber Office

at 601 Kentucky Street.

Gridley Chamber of Commerce

&

Gridley Business Improvement District

O

& Family

on your

From all of us at

Attorn At Law

1681 Bird St.

Downtown Oroville

J
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The frst phase of Stone's orgi-

nal building project was a single
story stucture extending from
what was dubbed "Persimmon Al-
ley" a distance of 50 feet east on
the south side of Hazel. The
building, which had a dept of 46
feet, was divided into tre store
spaces.

When the Herald announce tis
project in its Sept. 16, 1881 ei-
tion, the news item related that
the bricks that would be used
were already in te proess of b-
ing kilne.

In te same item, te Herald re-
ported that "next spring Mr.
Stone intends putting up a hand-
some two-story brick on the
corner of Hazel and Virginia
Steets." It would front 40 feet
on Viginia ad 60 feet on Hazel,
te newspaper said.

A month later, it was an-
nounced tat Stone would build a
second brick structue frontng 60
fet on Virginia Street betwen
the dug store and the Wells
Fargo Co. offce.

"A majority of tese new stores
ae already engaged ad negota-
tons are pending for te others,"
te Herad reporte.

Workmen bega tearing down
te wood buildings on te sit of
te Hael Steet structue on Dec.
5, 1881. "Charles B. Abras, of
Chico, will superintend te brck
work," te newspaper said. "C.
M. Dustin is the architect and
will have charge of te carpentr-
ing."

By Februar, te Hael Steet
buildng was ready to b ocupie
by its new tenat, one of which

was the Gridley Herald. The
newspaper's press and printing
material were move in on Feb.
10, 1882.

Fred Hackett and Sam Jeffray
moved into one of te store spaces
on Monday, Feb. 13. Thei store

Biggs men killed 249, which,
went sent to maket, nette $32
tat was used to aid the burned-
out family.

It wa deide to make te se-
ond hunt a tea contest. Two
eight-man teams were formed
wit Ed Hobson a captain of one
and K. Enslow leding te oter.

The teams hunted for four
hours, sweeping a trritor about
two miles long and 200 yards
wide. Hobson's side fnishe with
122 rabbits while Enslow's had
bagge only 106, according to a
repr sent to te Marysville Ap-
peal.

The most successful hunters,
membrs of Hobson's team, were
G. Waldon 22, Wm. Heald 19
ad C. E. Swezy 17.

Meanwhile, money, lumber,
nails and oter supplies were do-
nated by Biggs merchants and
"about 15 mechanics went
immediately to work and have
completed Mr. Helmack a
comfortable home free of chage,"
te Appeal said.

All-together, the episode
demonstrated te "generous sirit"
tat characterize te pioner resi-
dent of south Butt County.

sold notons, confetionery, sta-
tionery, cigars, tobacco, etc.

On Tuesdy, Reed, who had been
appointe postmater, move the
post office from the Wharton
Blok at te soutwest corer of
Hael ad Kentucky Stet to te
font part of his newspaper plant.

Meanwhile, the old wood
structure on the corner of
Virginia and Hazel had been
remove so work could begin on
June 20 on Stone's next projet.
By this time he had deided to
extend his buildings 140 feet
sout on Viginia from Hael.

In July, North Butte Lodge No.
230, F&AM entere int a five-

year lease for the hall in the
building just north of the dug
store. "This will be the fnest
hal in town ad one of the best
in the county," the Herald
boasted.

The Stone Block had a addi-
tional hall that was rented by
other organizations such as te
Good Templars and United
Workmen.

The new buildings bega t take
shape as summer wore on and
teir prominence le Editr Ree
to predict tat "Virginia Steet,
betwen Hael and Sycaore, is
destne to b te business center
of town."

For tat reason, Reed move te
post offce ad his prnt shop into

one of te Virginia Stret store
spaces aftr they were redy for
ocupacy on Oct. 1. His new lo-
caton, which would b the news-
paper's fourth, was 80 fet sout
of Hazel.

The Stone Block's fnal 60-foot
extension on Viginia wa ereted
in 1883. This wa a one-stor
building wit tre commercial
spaces.

The Bank of Ridout & Smit
of Gridley opened on Jan. 22,
1884 in te room adjacent to te
drug stre. Te space next sout
would become te home of the
Gridley Herad in 1897.

Altough Stone's Block wa the
most extensive projet launche in
the fall of 1881, te brck build-
ing bom had ben kicked off by
another businessman, Japer N.
Price.

Work bega on the foundtons
for tis one-story structure on
Aug. 29, 1881. It fonted 20 fet

on te sout side of Hazel and ex-
tended 40 feet back from the
stet along Persimmon Aley.

Te Herald rprted that Price
planned to use the new building
for his saloon. "[Henry] Hum-
phrey has te contract for te
brck work, while Dustin & Cole
will do the carpentering," te
Herald sad.

In February, 1882, R. M. Bee-
be, a hadware deaer, ad An-
drew Ellison, saddle and harness
maker, announced tey would
erect single-stry brick buildngs
for teir businesses.

Abrams wa also the contactor
for tis structure. It wa located
on te south side of te street be-
tween Price's new brick ad H. J.
Robinson's Gridley Liver Stble
at the souteast corer of Hazel
ad Kentucky. Bebee's building
wa 26 fet wide by 50 fet dep.
Ellison's wa 18 by 40.

"These structures will have
fronts similar to tose adorning
the brcks adjacent, and when

Congratulations Bill & Family/

Pat 'n Larry

LUnch
'till 2 p.m.

Mon. thru Fri.
Dinner

7 Days
4 P.m. to 7 p.m.

s8

Steaks Prime Rib Barbecued Ribs

Chicken Seafood & Lamb

THE SCHORR BLOCKmThis group of brick store buildings on the south side of Hazel
Street east of Ohio Street was named for its owner, Jacob Schorr. At the time this photo

was made, the Native Sons of the Golden West was holding a meeting in the Odd Fellows
Hall which occupied the second story of the building next to the alley. Schorr's frst brick
block on this site was erected in 1883. It was destroyed by fre in 1891 and then rebuilt.

completed the block between
Viginia ad Kentucky Stets on
the sout side of Hael will b
te most attratve of any in te
town," te Herad sad.

The buildngs built by Bebe
ad Ellison ad te one erectd by
Price were also victims of the
1905 fre.

Gridley's frst brick building,
te Whaton Block, which had
just ben acquire by Rideout ad
Smit, a Marysvile banking firm,
wa lost to fre on te aternoon
of Satuday, July 1, 1882. Tis
blaze starte in a nearby single-
story frame structure that was
aso consumed. It was owne by,
Mrs. George Drew ad house J.
L. Neel's rsturant.

According to te Herad's ac-
count of this fre, flames from
te burning rstaurant entere te
Whaton building trough a sec-
ond-story window "and gained
such a headway befor te fact be-

came known that the stucture
wa completely destroyed."

A week after te fr, te Her-
ald announced tat W. A. Pice
had purchased "te lot and ruins
of the old post offce corer."
Editr Reed explaine tat "Aek
intnds erectng a two-stry brck
buildng on the premiss, te first
foor to be ocupied by himslf a
a goery, te second to b used a
a hal by secrt societes."

However, Pice later changed
his plans for te building and
made it into a hotel with 13
rooms upstairs. The following
Jauary it wa redy to b opned.

"It is a vauable addton to te
business entrprses of te twn,"
te Herad proclaimed in its Jan.
11, 1883 editon. "The roms ae
neatly furnished, pleasantly lo-
cate and well ventlated. Last
night te dining room was te
scene of a soial dance."

Meanwhile, a fire tat broke
out at abut 1 a.m. on Wednesday,
Sept. 20, 1882 had dstroyed te

rmaining frame buildngs on te
south side of Hazel Stret b-

twen Ohio ad Kentucky Stet.
Te blae, which consumed two
two-story stuctures, and five
single stor business houses, was
stopped 40 fet short of W. A.
Price's new brick.

Jacob Schorr, who had lost te
two-story wood building in
which he ad C. E. Daehler had
been operating a drug and varety
store and wholesale liquor
business, began rebuildng te
half-block on the sout side of
Hazel west of te alley wit
brck on June 12, 1883.

The project covered te l l0-
foot dstance on Hael wit a 60-
foot deep building tat provided
spaces for fve stores. The
building next to te alley was a

two-story stucture 25-fet wide
and housed the IOOF Hall
upstairs. Te oter stores wer
single story.

"When completed, te Odd Fel-
lows' Hal will b te best venti-
ltd soiety hall in te county,
ter bing 12 ventilators loated
in te side walls,"te Herald
said.

The sres of buildngs, which
were deigne by Schorr wit te
assistance of C. M. Dustn, was
finished in September, 1883.
"Mr. Schorr has made a good
investient," Editor Reed
declared. "He'll reap a rich
rewad."

Meanwhile, H. J. Robinson's
Gridley Livery Stble at the
southeast corner of Hael and
Kentucky had also been recon-
structed wit brck.

As desrbed by te Herald, the
liver stble facility consisted of
two buildings. One was a 47x81-
fot single stry structure facing
on Hael. It included a 12x16-
foot waiting room especially re-
srved for ladie a well a te
office, sleping quarters for em-
ployees and space for carriages.

Next to tis building was a
two-story stuctue fronting 34
feet on Kentuck ad extending 80
feet to te east. It included stalls
for horses ad had a loft which
could store 51 tns of hay.

Wild Goose Storage Project

Begins Construction Season

It Finally Stopped Raining

G00OSE

"'-STORAGE INC.--"

Wild Goose Storage Inc. and the Gridley area rce farmers had one thing in common

this sprng, they both were waiting for the felds to dry out so they could begin work,

The next few months will be ones of intense activity for the Wild Goose natural gas

storage project. Some of those activities will include: (1) surveying and fnalizing the

alignment for the four-mile pipeline that will connect the well pad site on the Wild

Goose Club with the compressor station; (2) drlling the initial storage well at the Wld

Goose Club; (3) taking deliver of four miles of 18-inch pipe; (4) building te compressor

station foundation; (5) building the pipeline, and (6) cleaning up and restorng te

areas where work occurred. All outdoor work must be completed pror to waterowl

season.

Temporary Construction Jobs Available This Summer

About 100 workers will be hired through the local union halls to help with construction

this summer. The jobs include: pipefitters, welders, electrcians, instrument people,

equipment operators, carpenters, iron workers and laborers. WGSI estimates that local

payroll durng construction will be $2-3 million.

Pipeline Construction Is Like An Open-Air Factory

The actual constrction of the pipeline will probably be the most visible part of WGSI's

work this summer. Constrction in the rce felds will begin in May whe00 drainage

structures and rice levees will be moved to create a dr working strp, which will

minimize crop disrption. Pipeline installation will begin in June ad continue on through

July to minimize wetland impacts. Restoration and clean up work will make it diffcult

to identify where the pipeline is bured.

Here's the pipeline constrction sequence of events: (1) clear and grade the aea; (2)

dig the trench (the top of the pipe must be fve feet below the surace in all agrcultural

areas); (3) bring in the pipe and lay it down next to the trench; (4) weld the pieces of

pipe together; (5) coat the pipe to prevent corrosion of the welds; (6)lower the pipe

into the trench and tie segments together; (7) backfll the trench; ad (8)clea-up ad

restore the area.

Who is Wild Goose Storage Inc.?

Wild Goose Storage Inc. is an independent gas storage service provider, regulated by

the California Public Utilities Commission. It is a subsidiary of Alberta Energy Compay

Ltd., a mid-sized Canadian natural gas company that owns and operates one of the

largest natural gas storage facilities in North America, the AECO-C facility. Albera

Energy is listed on the New York and Toronto Stock Exchanges, ticker symbol AOG.

For more information contact Mark Roberge, WGSI project coordinator, at 415-291-0750.
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ajor agration...

(Continued from page 14B)

Other offcers elected were Fred
G. Moesch, city clerk; E. E.
Biggs, city treasurer; and C. H.
Miller, city marshal.

At the frst meetng of the
board of trustees on Nov. 20,
1905, Brown was elected presi-
dent. This position corresponded
to that of mayor today.

At the board's next meting, an
ordinance was passe that enable
te city t collet te license fees
that saloons had previously paid
int the county treasury.

Meanwhile, the Amoskeag
steam pumper hd been snt t M.
L. Mery's Chico Iron Works for
extensive repairs which cost
$1,047.

The fre commissioners hd only
$400 available to pay out on the
bill. This left a baance of $647
which wa prsnted t te newly
formed City of Gridley for pay-
ment But, te city couldn't come
up with the full amount that wa
due on the account.

The predicaent was resolved
on Feb. 12, 1906 after two mem-
bers of the city's bard of trustees
and te city treasurer cae to te
rscue.

The minutes of the board's
metng on this date show tat
Trustee Willia Brown, Trustee
Ed Fagan and Treasurer E. E.
Biggs agreed t add $100 each

from teir personal funds to te
$347 the city could pay on the
bill.

By te terms of the Feb. 12 ac-
tion, Brown, Fagan and Biggs
were to be repaid, respectively,
from funds available to te city in
March, Aprl and May.

Editor Burlesn reporte after-
ward tat the fire commissioners
hd "turne the fre apparatus over
to the city" as pat of the ar-
ragement. He said the trustes
had agreed with the
commissioners to pay the $647 "in
consideraton of te property ad
apparatus."

No menton was made of tis
in te minutes of the bad of
trustees at the time. However,
the minutes of the May 6, 1906
meting not that the city had r-
ceived a deed for the fre station
from te fre commissioners.

Bttrleson concluded his account
of the bard of trustes' actons
on Feb. 12 by stting that "the
city fre department is now in
bettr shap ta it has ben for
years ad with ordinary caution
and care, there should be no
further trouble wit it."

Gridleyans would have to wait
util 1908 bfore te issue of con-
stucting a water system ad in-
stalling a street lightng system
was taken up.

The In'st step wa to hold what
wa, in effect, a advisory vote on
the question of whether both
should be municipaly owne or
left to prvate entrprse.

At the eletion on April 13,
1908 te vot wa 122 t 16 in fa-
vor of municipa ownership of the
water work ad 116 t 17 in fa-
vor of a city-installed street
lighting system.

The next stp wa t ask votr
approval for issuing $30,000 in
bnds t fnance te watr systm
ad aother $3,000 t install te
stet lights.

Burlesn gave strong support t
bot popositons. A wek bfore
te election, which was set for
July 13, 1908, he used amost al
of te space on the Herald's first
page to push for votr approval.

A descrption of the propsed
watr works was given. It in-
eluded a 60,000-gallon tnk on a
twer, a eletric pumping plnt
backe up by a auxiliary stem
engine for use in case of power
outages and intrconneted mains
arrange in a grid system for dis-
tribution. A map large enough t
show where the mains would b
laid wa prnted.

Burlesn tred te electon "a
critical point in the city's
progress" and appaed to com-
munity prde in urgig passage of

te bnd measure.
"Oter communites that have

less resources ae going ahead
wit simila improvements," he
pointed out. "The people of
Gridley will hadly desire to
anounce to te world that they
ae not at the front in al that
pomiss t make the community
btter and more desirable a a
place of rsidence."

i:: :!
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Bot measures were approved by
wide magins at te July 13, 1908
eleton. Ter were 120 vots in
favor of te watr systm bonds
and 119 for the street lightng
bnd. Only 24 vots were cast
against each measure.

The bad of trustes lost no
tme in selling te bnds ad let-
ting contacts to complete bth
systems. On March 24, 1909,

Gridley had its
stets althou
had not yet
te laps.

The water system
pleted later in the
De. 11, 1909,
por tat
ing substanta
fie insurance rates

Bill lib

TH---EGRIDLEY LIVERY STABLE--The Gridley Livery Stable fronted on the east

tucky Street south of Hazel Street when this photo was taken. It was owned by C. H.

was the tow's undertaker. Block lost his stable to fre on more tan one occasion but

time.

IB

THE NEW STONE BLOCK AFTER THE FIRE--This scene
loking west on Hazel Street in 1908

shows the Stone Block after it was rebuilt following the 1905 fre. Across the street is the Pacif'g Ho-

tel which lter became the Gridley Hotel.

Specializing in Tax Savings

For Area Farmers and

Business Owners

Matli

Ten Hake
n

Hinz & Carlos

certified public accountants

1505 Starr Drive, Yuba City, CA 95993
(530) 674-3500 Yuba City (530) 934-4667 Willows

(530) 674-0426 FAX E-Mail: info@mth-cpa.com

As a means of supplementng
his income from the Gridley Her-
aid, Chales R. Burlesn capital-
ized on te "dace craze" tat
helped create wht has come t be
known a te Roaring Twentes.

In the fall of 1923, he ad Fre
Fink, Jr., whos fater owned te
Fink Movie Theater here, went
it busiess a te Whit Pelican
Club.

would attnd from Butte, Suttr,
Yuba and Colusa Coutes.

Each season thee were Thanks-
givig, Christma ad New Year's
dances a well as sveral others
each fall and sring. Some of te
dances hd special teme wit ap-
propriate decoratons.

Their "Night in China," which
featured such popula Asian
vocalists as Anna Chang and

Starting on Thanksgving night, Mabl Fong from San Franciso,

near te community
During tis

other dace
forms in Butte
places as paadise,
Robinson's Corner
vae Y. The

post in Oroville
dances at te latter

On occaion
the umncorporated

county came in for
Nov. 29, 1923, tey put on a became an anual event cause of te
sries of publc danc00 each fal, Other special t00fancs in- whiclt alleged]
wintr ad spring that featured eluded A Night in Hollywood bootlegging and
not only a considerable aount of ad A Night in Hawaii. Teir A activity to tke
clss00 but a fare for showmanship
a well.

Thei club took it name fom a
species of waterfowl which then
frequentd tis are but was not
particulaly appreciated by aglers
bcaus of its suppsedly vora-
cious apptt for fsh.

During te six seasons Buleson
and Fink were partners, most of
teir dances were held in te
Gridley Dac Pavilion. It was
situated on the east side of
Kentucky Stet between Hazel
ad Sycamor Street.

The pavilion had been built
during te sprng of 1919 by C. S.
Green and J. H. Heuberger a an
open air dance platorm but it was
closed-in later that year.

The All Stars, a orchestra that
included members from Marys-
vile, Orovile ad Gridley, often
plye for the Whit Pelcan Club
dnces. In additon, top-notch
orchestas from Saraent ad
Sa Francisco were engage from
tme t time.

Tese icluded Horace Heidt's
Collegians, Rege Code's Fairmont
Hotel Orchesta that was aso
featued on Radio Sttion KPO,
the Eddie Harkness Victor
Recording Orchestra, and te
orchesta from the Steaship
President Monroe.

Big name West Coat entrtain-
ers, icluding dancers as well as
vocalsts, were added attractons
that drew huge crowds to tese

Little Bit of Egypt danc icluded
a representation of King Tut's
tmb. Also tere were Wampus
Balls ad a Wepah Balls.

Maie Zenettini and Albert
Hull, professiona dacers from
Sacraento, demonstrated their
interrtton of the Charleton
at a dance on Oct 24, 1925. A
Chaleston contest for amatu
dances was as held wit prizes
awarde the winners.

Faye Lanphier, te 1925-26
Miss America, made a prsona
appearace at a White Pelican
dance on Feb. 5, 1927.

Popular entrtainers who were
engaged at one time o aothe in-
eluded Frankie Shaw and Johnny
Perkins from Coffee Dan's
Restaurat in Sa Francisco,
Afro-Amerca baritone Walter
"okie" Cooke from Sacrament,
te Fiet Tro from San Franciso,

movie stars Juanita Hansen and
Geraldine Palmer, rado singer and
recording artist Marice Grunsky,
siger and dancer Leslie Covey,
New York muscal cmedy snger
Bobbie Breen.

Thee event were so ppular
wit Colusa County dance enthu-
siast that Burleson and Fink wer
invited to come t Wiliams to
put on similar event. A dance
hall there was made avalable but
tey delned the offer.

However, Buleson and Fink dd
brach out to hold severa sum-
mer-time daces at the Moon
Platfor, an open air facility,

Serving Your

Personal & Commercial

Insurance Needs

Since 1977
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Libby

For a number of

in 1927, spinach
rich Feather
for
Neill & Libby

The canery
spinach pack or00.
It continue

Although 300
plante to
wer harvested
causd when the
earlier in te

Neverteless,
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ton00, the
in it Aprl 23

Growers who
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per pinted out
tract produced
brought
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harvested was
tat the
would contract
areage in 1928,

556 Kentucky Street Gridley
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miss an

fre completely de-
Herald's of-

plant durng the
moring on Aug.

.-that te Gridley
owned, in-

for its
was con-

that broke out

used to prnt
a smaller pressprinting work and all

rendered useless00
reported.

value of the dam-
was esti-

with only $1,200
Only "a few

of the books"
Record said in its

of the books will be aas there were many
on which tey will

collect ayting,"
"Their sub-
in ashes."

Herad did not
an issue. Ar-

made with
and V. C.

te newspaper
Reord's plant in

had been editor of
he and Richards

on April 2,
help the Grdley.

reestablish

of the fre, the
plant wa located

block of brick
south side of

east of Ohio Street.
OCcupied a com-

te single stry
at te

Ohio.
first notice by
had arisen early

take the Southern
train t Oakland.
alarm and the

Department's
Pumper, hand

were quickly

wit a tamp prnter te day be-
fore and accused tat indvidual of
setting the blaze in rtaliaton.

However, te Oroville Mercury
doubted this explaation. The
Mercur recalle a incident on
June 20, 1897 when Postmater J.
W. Long had dscovere a fie in
the Herad offce in time to save
te plant.

Men who were handy broke into
the building and bga using buck-
et of watr in a effort to dous
the fames before the Fire De-
partent arrive t finish puttng
out the fe.

In it account of that incident,
the Mercur said the fre had
orginated under te foor near te

reported that this blaze had
starte "from a lot of oily rags
that had been thrown in the eel-
lar."

It took some tme for the Grid-
ley Publishing Company's offcers
and directors to arrange the fi-
nances neded to set up a new
printing plat for their newspa-
per.

Deuel went to San Fracisco
with Company President George
Thresher and Secretary James T.
Gabreath during the latter part
of Septmbr to help tem select
a new Taylor drum cylinder press
to print the newspapr as well as
new type ad other equipmenL

The Herad's new print shop

oven in te next door bakery, was set up in the single story
However, the Oroville Register of the Stne Blok on te

GRIDLEY'S OLD FLOUR MILL---This photo shows the original
Gridley Flour Mill when it was being used by the Grifin-Skelly Co.
for packing dried fruits. The building, located at the northeast
corner of Virginia and Magnolia Streets, was erecte in 1875. It
eventually became the property of the Sperry Flour Company and
wa closed by that frm which leased te building to Grifin-SkeHy in
August, 1903. In 1914 the Gridley Rice Milling Company, a firm
that included loal investors, acquired te building and installed
machinery for miling rice. Completion of te rice mill wa cele-
brated at an open house on the evening of Jan. 1, 1915. Later the
mill was acquired by Roenberg Bros.

east side of Virginia Stet. The
Herald's Nov. 20, 1897 edition
wa the first issue prnte in the
new plant.

Power to oprate te new prss
was provide by a pioneer upright
gasoline engine which wa again
placed outside the newspaper's
shop. This engine, which was
"understood by but a few individ-
uals," wa remembere as being
"cranky" ad "irresponsible."

It refuse t function on nu-
merus ocasions ad the Herad
had to rely on "the burly
stength" of Pleasant Perkins to
turn the press in order to print
the newspaper. Perkins was
Gridley's only Afro-American
resident for may years.

FIRST HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING--This imposing two and a
half story building at the corner of Vermont and Sycamore Streets ,
was Gridley's frst high school. It was built in 1902 and continued !
in use until an elegant brick structure replaced it on the same site
in 1928. The bonds needed to fnance constructon were not ap- t
proved until a professor of agriculture from UC Davis had in-
formed Gridleyans at a meeting here that the original high school ,
was considered one of the two worst in the state.

HAZEL STREET PARADE--Youngsters march in a parade on
Hazel Street. In the background is the Gridley Hotel.
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day.
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by Trickel's

arYsville and
the school"
food for the

of the event,
report in the

FORMER FLOUR AND RICE MILL--Gridley's original four
mill tat became a part of the Rosenberg Bro. rice mill finaly was
acquired by Walter Jansen & Son and use as a feed mill, as
shown in this photo. The building complex burne to te ground
in a spectcular fre on te night of Sept. 18, 1940. Jasen imme.
diately replaced the destroyed buildings wit a new structure that
opened on April 12, 1941.

From all of us

Congratulations Bill & Family!

"The Gridley Housing Rehabilitation

Program Salutes The Burleson

Family On This Centennial Event."

Home rehabilitation and historcal

preservation is fundedby our

10w-cost loans.

To Qualify"

Lower income household

Own or buying your home

Rentals may qualify

Live in a designated area

Combined gross income fts guidelines

Se Habla Espafol

For More Information Call Robert Lunt at 846-3143
The City of Gridley is an Equal Opportunity Lender, and complies
with section 504 and A.D.A. Direct questions about non-discrimination
to the City's Planning Director, Jo Sherman at 846-3631

GRIDLEY'S FIRST SCHOOt,--The portion of tis buildig on the left wa Gridley's In'st school.
It was J00uit in 1874 on the south side of Sycamore Steet beteen Ohio and Vermont Strets. The
portion of the building on the right was adde at a later dte to accommodate enrollment growt.

"Fletcher Challenge Paper Company has

been the Newsprint Supplier from the

beginning. A wonderful relationship

developed. They watched over us when

times were hard and newsprint was in short

supply."

--Bill Burleson, Publisher

Congratulations and Thank You for your

continued support in purchasing our products.

From all of us at

CANADA

Vancouver, B.C., Canada
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FIRST MCKINLEY SCHOOL DESTROYED--Gridleyans survey the damage to the frst McKin-
ley School which burned on Jan. 7, 1915. The building was rebuilt using photographs of the original
school, shown below, which was constructed in 1902. The Gridley Herald reported in its Feb. 3,
1915 edition that the original plans, which were drawn by a San Francisco architect, had been lost
in the fre that followed the 1906 earthquake. Therefore, Chester Cole, the architect retained for
rebuilding the schol, had "secured photographs of the old building" for use in drawing plans "to
reproduce it."

Open 24 Hours
-

7 Days A Week

1586 Hwy 99 590 Colusa Ave.
Gridley Yuba City

I I

Caldwell Enterprise Inc. Main Ofce Located on
Washington St. Gridley

From reading the blue prints...

for the custom designed cabinets
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in 1887

Gridley fnally organized a fre
department after a blaze destroye
the American Hotel and
threatene merchat L. C. Stone's
home on Sept. 28, 1887.

This blae started late in the
afternoon and caused damage
estimated at $18,000 to $20,000
with only $4,500 covered by
insurance.

It also took the life of a
woman, identifed only as Mrs.
Lopez, in whose dwelling the fre
orginated.

Her house was next to the
American Hotel, which was situ-
ated at the soutwest corner of
Virginia and Sycamore Streets.
The hotel, owne by J. R. Willis,
caught fre and wa quickly de-
stoyed, according to accounts
publishe in te Oroville Regis-
ter, Chic Enterprise and

epa

The nearby J. I. C. Livery and
Feed Stable also burne. Two
carpenter shops, one occupie by J.
H. Palmer and I. Jenkins and the
oter by Thomas Sooy and J. C.
Whit, were destroye along with
several nearby dwellings.

on the part of the
who fought the blaze.

Te Chic
flames leaped "over
te men" who were
te Stone residence
"water works" on

Just south of these buildings, supplied the Stone 13
on the west side of Virginia the fire destro
Street, was the lumber yard Brown's packing
owned by Oscar Sweezy and and barn to the west.
Almon Smit. It wa save by a
steam of watr thrown from te
nearby four-story Gridley Flour
Mill which had a steam-operatd
pump for use in fghting fres.

L. C. Stone's elegant home at

Gridley Herald
Neff Reed, Frank
Andrew Ellison
heated ad prsta=d

not expected to lve,
a dispatch that was

the northwest corer of Virginia the Enterprise.
ad Sycamore wa also thretene, days later this new00
but it and his block of commercial pleased t report that.

hbuildings t the nort were saved is right side up"by the most stenuous exertions" waking te streets
Marysville Appeal. Shortly atr this

%-.

GRIDLEY LDS CHURCH--This is the edifce the Gridley members of the Church of Jesus Chrit of
Latter Day Saints completed at the northwest corner of Sycamore and Vermont Streets in Novem.
ber, 1912. "The cost runs close to $12,000," Editor William Davis Burleson said in the Nov. 23,
1912 edition of the Gridley Herald. He explained that "the funds for the erection of the church
were supplied by subscription by the members, aided liberally by the business people and citizens of
the town not members of the Mormon organization."
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The initial cuts...

...to the fni.00hed product. Fine cabinetry meeting today's top quality standards
for a competitive market.

Assembly...

All done by expert craftsmen
- 25 now employed at Caldwell Ent.

Building cabincls in Gridlcy lbr Nord00e,'n California Conlractors since 1904

of meetngs were
Gridley's frst fire
Although the
tis perod have not
Minut Book tat
steps tat were takel00
srve at te Gridley

The fist meeting
Oct. 11. Chales J.

wa by then L. C.
in the latter's merc00
acted a temprary
tor Reed wa temporo0000i

Tis
offcers and
fist assistant and
tant. It aso appoint

tee to draft by-lawS
patment.

The permanent
Walsh, president;
vice president;
secretary; and
teasurer.

Blacksmith C.
elected t srve as
fire chief. BroWn
asistant ad
name second

Reed, Bevan and

were named t the
mittee.

At a meeting
committee cor
Rhoton ad R. M.
pointe to ac
Carus, Brown
were given te
money t pay for

Four days
meting wa held
reported tat
subscribed to the
estmated that
raise.

Based on that
torizaton was
a had pumpr at a
ceed $350 from
Fire Appaatus
Company

When it
1888, Editr Reed
pinte i what he:
sists of a small
reel and 100 feet
in te Herald's Feb,

"In our opinion,
ben 'penny w00se
ish' in buying
plained. "The
to be supplied
yet [is] hard
justfy the expnse
went on. t'"One hundred fee
tirely to little to

earthly use in
mere matter
cistern at each
would be too
depatent to
middle of te

Wells instead of

to be use to
te pupr. The
six inches i
deep, was drilled

at te intersection
Kentucky Stets.

The boring
paid for by te
stores were close
fre wells were
the principle
business dsti-iet,

.dl
The new hand I

damaged i shipt00e0000

tested untl Feb. "1
pairs had been mad,J

It actually exC'
tions by
17-foot suctio00
through I00
trowing a strea00
five-eights incl00

water was trown
feet wit a

"The fire
haustible,"
report. However,
find fault wit

"The eng,ne
kind," he
tirely to smal
size, and it is
'ma-killer' as
pable of trwing

ter a greater
less ta twice


