
Submitted by Janet Schaefer, 
CHPAL

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - The 
Citrus Heights Police Activities 
League (CHPAL) hosted “Miracle 
on Fountain Square Drive” at the 
Citrus Heights Police Department on 
Thursday, December 10, 2020. The 
large family-friendly event allowed 
families to weave through 30 brightly 
lit themed Christmas trees decorated 
by members of our department and 

community in order to raise funds to 
purchase trees, decorations, lights, 
and inflatables.

This year has been quite challeng-
ing for everyone, especially youth. 
With community help, “Miracle on 
Fountain Square Drive” was a great 
way to close the year out with holiday 
cheer never seen before.  

With shining patrol vehicle lights, 
a machine to blow snow flurries, hol-
iday music, and holiday characters 
including Santa Claus, Grinch, and 
the Conductor from the Polar Express, 

the department collected canned food 
and toy donations to benefit families 
in need.

Officers volunteered their time 
to be positive role models and con-
nect with kids through the PAL event 
while educating them on drug and 
gang awareness. “Miracle on Fountain 
Square Drive” is a safe environment 
for children developing new friend-
ships, discovering new hobbies, 
improving life skills, learning the 
importance of making smart choices 
and being leaders.

The Citrus Heights Police Activities 
League is committed to fostering pos-
itive relationships, based on trust 
and respect, between youth and law 
enforcement through activities and 
programs because today’s children 
will be tomorrow’s leaders, business 
owners, and police officers.  

For more information, contact 
Police Activities League Coordinator, 
Cheyenne Sardon, at (916) 727-
4820 or Sgt. Janet Schaefer at (916) 
727-5576

Citrus Heights Police Activities 
League is a registered non-profit 
501(c)(3) Tax ID # 80-0470129  H

By Sacramento County 
Health & Social Services

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, 
CA (MPG) - Growing up 
isn’t easy, even under the 
best of circumstances. 
Unfortunately, not every-
one gets the support and 
guidance they need to 
take on life’s adult respon-
s ib i l i t i e s .  For  some 
transitional-aged youth 
(TAY) between the ages 
of 18 and 24, that steep 
learning curve can result 
in housing instability or 
homelessness.

According to a 2019 
Sacramento County home-
less population count, 
approximately 415 TAY 
– 8 percent of the total 
population – were experi-
encing homelessness. Of 
those counted: 59 percent 
were unsheltered and sleep-
ing outdoors; 41 percent 
were staying in a transi-
tional housing program, a 
hotel/motel or vehicle; 42 
percent were experienc-
ing long-term continuous 
homelessness lasting over 
a year.

“There are so many dif-
ferent milestones that occur 
during that time frame and 
a lot of youth may not have 
the healthiest support sys-
tem or they might not have 
any at all. That presents a 
great challenge in under-
standing how to navigate 
those new worlds they’re 
entering at that age,” says 
Angel Uhercik, Homeless 
Services Program Planner 
with  the Sacramento 
County Department of 
Human Assistance. “That’s 
where the guidance from 
our case managers and our 
Prevention and Intervention 
specialists is so key in help-
ing them be successful.”

Sacramento County’s 
Prevention and Intervention 
Program offers housing and 
a hand up. Partnering with 
Lutheran Social Services, 
Waking  the  Vi l lage , 
Wind Youth Services and 
the Sacramento LGBT 
Community Center, they 
connect clients with hous-
ing, short-term financial 
assistance and services 
to help youth to navi-
gate resources, including 
employment, education and 
anything else clients may 
need. 

“The partners are really 
well resourced to bridge the 
access from Prevention and 
Intervention assistance to a 
lot of different groups in our 
community,” Uhercik says. 

Last year, Chardonnay 
Blakes, 24, a new mother 
and college student, found 
herself homeless. While 
she was able to couch 
surf with family, it wasn’t 
sustainable. 

“The apartment was way 
too small, it was a one-bed-
room,” she remembers. 
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Citrus Heights Voters 
Do Not Adopt Measure M
City of Citrus Heights

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Sacramento County 
election results have 
been finalized and Citrus 
Heights voters opted not 
to approve Measure M. 
If adopted, Measure M 
would have enacted a 
local one-cent sales tax 
increase to generate reve-
nue to fund City services 
and community priorities, 
with a resident Oversight 
Committee and third-party 
financial audits.

“As always, City offi-
cials  and s taff  take 
d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  o u r 

residents,” said City 
Manager Chris Boyd. 
“City Council voted to 
place Measure M on the 
ballot to let our community 
make this important deci-
sion and the voters have 
shared their voice. We are 
grateful to the residents 
who participated in this 
unique election, and our 
dedicated staff will con-
tinue to work closely with 
the community as impor-
tant budget decisions are 
considered. The City’s 
extensive survey efforts 
demonstrated that our com-
munity prioritizes services 
like crime investigation 

and prevention, school 
safety and security, street 
maintenance and pot-
hole repair, homelessness 
reduction programs, and 
local business and jobs 
support. As we head into 
strategic planning and 
budget updates, we will 
look to balance and align 
with what our community 
prioritizes.”

The City’s in-depth stra-
tegic planning process 
culminates in the City 
Council setting three-year 
goals which provide guid-
ance for all City efforts. 
After the three-year goals 
are set, City staff establish 

strategic objectives to 
serve as benchmarks every 
six months. Throughout 
the pandemic, City efforts 
have remained aligned 
with strategic goals. To 
view a recap of initiatives 
from 2020 and learn about 
the strategic goals set for 
2017-2020, please watch 
a recording of the State of 
the City Broadcast by vis-
iting CitrusHeights.net/
SOTC. 

City staff will continue 
to keep the community 
informed and engaged 
amid important budget 
decisions over the coming 
months.  H

Miracle at the Square

Santa knows our kids have been good this year. Photo: City of Citrus Heights

Master Sgt. Janet Schaefer shares holiday 
gifts with kids. Photo: City of Citrus Heights

Det. Dave Moranz is out in full teddy 
bear force. Photo: City of Citrus Heights
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By Thomas J. Sullivan

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - At-risk, out-
of-school young adults between the ages 
of 18-24 living in Sacramento County 
have until January 30th, 2021 to sub-
mit their applications to participate in the 
Crossroads Youth Employment Program 
(YEP), said Matthew Rosario, youth ser-
vices case manager at the Crossroads Job 
Center in Citrus Heights.

The YEP program offers its participants 
an opportunity to build employment skills 
and gain first-time work experience.

Applications are taken first-come, first-
serve, Rosario said. He recommends 
interested youth should call him at 916-
676-2540, extension 322 to arrange to pick 
up an application packet.

“Once they contact the Sacramento 
Works Center, I’ll send them the neces-
sary forms by email to get them enrolled as 
quickly as possible,” he said.

In partnership with the Sacramento 
Employment and Training Agency (SETA), 
Crossroads Diversified Services operates 
the Citrus Heights Sacramento Works Job 
Center at 7011 Sylvan Road, Suite A in 
Citrus Heights. The Youth Employment 
Program (YEP) is a year-round work expe-
rience program, funded by the federal 
Workforce Investment Act (WIOA).

“Right now, 17 positions are available, 
and the application deadline has been 
extended to January 30, 2021,” Rosario 
said. The current pay scale is $13.75 an 
hour for up to 200 hours of work, and the 
hourly wage will increase to the state’s new 
$14.00 minimum wage level in January 
2021.

YEP applicants must be interested in 
giving back to their community, develop-
ing leadership skills, attending employment 
workshops, and completing up to 200 
hours of paid work at a local business. 
Applications are accepted until all posi-
tions are filled, Rosario said. 

The YEP program is specifically focused 
on at-risk youth who may not have inter-
net or personal computer access. Program 
participants may be provided a laptop com-
puter if needed.

“Many of the youth targeted by the 
(YEP) program are among our most vul-
nerable,” Rosario said. “They have a 
variety of challenges they are trying to 
overcome.”

“We’re helping at-risk youth with 

supportive services who may lack the tech-
nology to participate in remote sessions,” 
he said. “They just need to call our office to 
make the necessary arrangements.”

The application process consists of com-
pleting the YEP application packet, an 
interview with a case manager and com-
pletion of a certification appointment at the 
job center to enroll into the program. Once 
the application is completed, all candidates 
complete a series of pre-employment work 
readiness workshops to help prepare them 
to be successful employees, Rosario said.

YEP program participants are expected 
to complete all required workshops, work 
experience at a local business, a pre and 
post-test assessment if applicable and 
obtain employment after completing the 
program and/or enroll into post-secondary 
education, Rosario explained. 

The Crossroads Job Center’s Citrus 
Heights branch has shifted its in-person 
operating hours to “by appointment only” 
due to the pandemic, Rosario said. The 
center offers job training and counseling 
assistance both online and by using Zoom 
video chat.

“When Covid hit, many local employ-
ers we had been working with significantly 
scaled back their hiring,” he said. “That is 
starting to change as employers are look-
ing again to hire. We chiefly work with 
employers to find entry-level positions 
where participants in our program can 

build employment skills,” he said. 
“We’re taking necessary steps to better 

prepare our applicants for work in this new 
job environment,” he said. Additional train-
ing in workplace safety standards has been 
updated to reflect California social distanc-
ing standards in the workplace, he said.

What makes a successful YEP program 
candidate?

“A positive attitude and an ability to be 
able to act respectfully and profession-
ally at all times,” Rosario said. “We’ll 
help them with communication skills and 
address any issues, concerns or work-
related problems to ensure their success.”

The YEP application checklist includes 
right to work documents, proof of an 
employment barrier and federal Selective 
Service Registration for males over 17 
years of age. Proof of an employment bar-
rier can include low income, proof of 
disability, parenting, pregnancy, probation 
or homelessness. Youth in former or current 
foster care environments are also consid-
ered with a letter from a social worker or 
applicable court documents, he said.

Participants learn to navigate the world 
of work by identifying and exploring future 
career occupations, employment prepara-
tion, leadership development, networking, 
and skill development.

“Our goal is to have all the participants 
in the YEP program fully commit to the 
year-long program,” he said.

“Participants must complete manda-
tory work readiness workshops before they 
are placed with an employer,” Rosario 
said. “At this time all workshops are done 
remotely via online video chat or assigned 
with specific activities to be done by email 
and Microsoft Powerpoint.”

“All of our workshop sessions are 
via one-on-one appointment and we’ve 
scheduled times which are flexible for 
our participants to attend,” Rosario said. 
Individual workshops include resume 
writing, career exploration, job searching 
strategies, interview preparation and mock 
interviewing.

Once in the program, YEP participants 
must agree to arrive on time to all work-
shops, program meetings, and work shifts, 
Rosario said. “If they are late or cannot 
make their work shift, they are required 
to call their case manager or employer in 
advance.”

YEP workshops also place emphasis on 
“soft skills” which Rosario said are espe-
cially critical to the success of new job 
seekers in the workplace. These include 
strengthening interpersonal communication 
skills, critical thinking skills and modeling 
professionalism in the workplace.

The Crossroads Job Center provides a 
host of resource services to assist indi-
viduals in finding, obtaining and keeping 
employment. Services include job seeker 
assessment tools, employment skills work-
shops, benefits counseling services, state 
Economic Development Department 
(EDD) Veterans Services referrals, state 
certified typing/data entry tests and “Ticket 
to Work” services. 

The “Ticket to Work” program, a free 
and voluntary program which offers eli-
gible job seekers age 18-64 who receive 
Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) 
and/or Supplemental Security Disability 
Income (SSI) benefits which provides 
choices, opportunities and support needed 
to find and keep employment, building a 
path towards self-sufficiency.

“We’re here to help,” Rosario said. 
For more information on the Crossroads 

Youth Employment Program (YEP) con-
tact Matthew Rosario, youth services 
case manager at 916-676-2540, extension 
322. The Crossroads Job Center at 7011 
Sylvan Road, Suite A, urges all job seek-
ers to contact a workforce development 
representative at 916-676-2540 to schedule 
an appointment. H

Stand Strong at the Crossroads

Youth services case manager Matthew Rosario focuses on helping at-risk youth to build 
employment skills and gain first-time work experience through the Crossroads Youth 
Employment Program (YEP). Photo by Thomas J. Sullivan
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Visit SacCountyCOVID.com to learn 
how you can make a difference.

Taking action today protects all of us tomorrow.
Give the gift of a healthier, safer holiday 
season. As cold weather gets closer, keep 
your loved ones safe by getting tested 
for COVID-19, wearing a mask, physical 

distancing and avoiding large gatherings. 
Practice good habits and take care of 
each other.

My decisions now keep 
the holidays safer.

By Chip Maxson, 
Sacramento River Cats

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 
(MPG) - Felicity Huffman 
looks to return to TV 
in a new baseball com-
edy based on the story 
of Susan Savage and the 
Sacramento River Cats. 
ABC has committed to 
producing a pilot writ-
ten by Becky Hartman 
Edwards and stars, along-
side Huffman, The Peanut 
Butter Falcon’s Zack 
Gottsagen. Aaron Kaplan 
of Kapital Entertainment 
saw the potential and 
brought together the 
group that attracted many 
offers before deciding to 
partner with ABC.

Based in Sacramento, 
the project will focus on 
the life of Susan Savage, 
CEO and majority owner 
of the River Cats, a 
Triple-A minor league 
baseball team. Savage 
took over as CEO of the 
River Cats when her late 

husband, Art Savage, 
passed away and asked 
her not to sell the team.

Susan runs the team 
with her two sons, Jeff 
and Brent. The story 
will highlight overcom-
ing loss and grief, family 
dynamics at work, and the 
humor, fun, and surprises 
that go along with minor 
league baseball.

“There is still a long 
way to go,” reminds 
Savage, “but it is truly 
exciting to be at this 
point. Over the years, 
whether in an executive 
meeting or simply talking 
with one of our longtime 
fans, something uniquely 
funny would happen and 
we would always say that 
someone should put it in a 
TV show. Well, I decided 
to start writing it down 
and here we are.”

“When Art passed 
away, there were a lot 
of questions and I didn’t 
have the answers,” Susan 
continued. “However, this 

team was his dream so I 
jumped right in alongside 
my boys (Jeff and Brent) 
and we were going to fig-
ure this out one way or 
another. I am so proud of 
what we have been able 
to accomplish as a fam-
ily, but along the way 
there are plenty of goofs 
and gaffs that we can 
laugh at now. Add that to 
our favorite fans, cheeky 
players, and quirky pro-
motions, and I’m sure 
there is something every-
one can laugh at and 
relate to.”

Savage also added that 
although the script was 
inspired by her story, 
Hartman Edwards writes 
with her own flare and 
creativity using new 
characters and loose 
interpretations.

The pilot filming is set 
to begin in the spring.

Sutter Health Park 
is the West Sacramento 
home of  the  2019 
Tr ip le-A Champion 
S a c r a m e n t o  R i v e r 
Cats, and proud affil-
iate of the three-time 
World Champion San 
Francisco Giants. Sutter 
Health Park is consis-
tently voted one of the 
top ballparks in America. 
Gift certificates, 2021 
Memberships as well 
as private event book-
ings are available by 
calling the River Cats 
Ticket Hotline at (916) 
371-HITS (4487). The 
only place to guarantee 
official River Cats tick-
ets is at www.rivercats.
com or by visiting the 
Tri Counties Bank Ticket 
Office. For information 
on other events at Sutter 
Health Park, visit www.
sutterhealthpark.com. H

River Cats, Susan Savage,
Inspire ABC Comedy

Susan Savage, CEO of the Sacramento River Cats. 
Photo: Sacramento River Cats

Santa’s Magic Trail Comes 
to Citrus Town Center

Heather, Santa's helper takes photos of all the cars passing through, as kids interact with Santa, 
excited to give him their letters and tell him what they want for Christmas." Photo by Elise Spleiss

By Elise Spleiss

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - A reverse 
Christmas parade for Citrus Heights fam-
ilies appeared at the corner of Sunrise 
and Arcadia on the afternoon of Saturday, 
December 5. 

This year the parade was created by 330 
vehicles carrying 834 children traveling 
slowly down Santa’s Magic Trail at the 
Citrus Town Center surrounded by tow-
ering balloons, glittery lights, fairies, loud 
music, entertainment and finally Santa 
Claus, which if the times were differ-
ent this season would be the ones moving 
slowly down the parade route.

The parking lot in front of Staples was 
magically transformed into Santa’s Magic 
Trail on both sides of the parking lot, run-
ning the full length in front of Staples. 
Towering inflatable Toy Soldiers, Frosty, 
Abominable Snowman, Rudolf, and 
Grinch balloons and a myriad of smaller 
balloon scenes led to the different stops 
along the way. 

You could see the delight in the faces of 
the children as they proceeded down the 
trail. Dressed in their pajamas they excit-
edly received a Santa hat and candy from 
‘socially distanced’ Quill–the head fairy. 
They had their picture taken in their car 
by Santa’s helper Heather. They put their 
letters to Santa in his big red bag and got 

a hearty “Hello” and wave from him. At 
the end of the Santa’s Trail, Rick Svensek 
accepted spare change from the families 
to the tune of $543 to be donated to The 
Homeless Assistance Resourced Team 
(HART) which provides services for the 
homeless in Citrus Heights. A good time 
was had by all!

This event was made possible thanks 
to a collaboration between Sunrise 
Marketplace (SMP), Citrus Town Center, 
and Creative Marketing Arts (CMA) who 
put on the event. With most children’s 
events of all kinds being cancelled in 2020 
CMA wanted to do something special and 
magical for the holiday this year and give 
the children something to look forward to. 

The timing was perfect as this was 
the same weekend children would have 
been attending the annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting at City Hall. The same atmo-
sphere of excitement and wonder found 
its way to this event and possibly the same 
number of children to enjoy it.

Citrus Town Center landlord, InterCal 
Real Estate funded the event. Owner Peter 
Bollinger also wanted to make the children 
happy during this time and give hope back 
to the community. 

Other Christmas events are being planned 
in Citrus Heights. Check them out on the 
City of Citrus Heights, Citrus Town Center 
and Sunrise Marketplace websites.  H
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One of Joe Biden’s first 
priorities as president will be 
to risk stoking a new migrant 
crisis. 

After much trial and error, 
President Donald Trump 
came up with cooperative 
arrangements with Mexico 
and Centra l  American 
countries that drastically 
diminished the pressure from 
asylum-seekers on our south-
ern border.

Biden is pledged to over-
turn these policies, as well 
as undermine enforcement 
and boost immigration num-
bers across the board. The lie 
about Biden is that he’s “a 
moderate,” when the truth is 
that he's always been smack 
in the middle of his party, 
which is increasingly radical 
on immigration policy.

The new Democratic Party 
bristles with contempt for 
borders and the agents who 
police them, and its atti-
tude will color everything 
Biden does. 

The migrant crisis that had 
Trump adopt, then quickly 
abandon, a zero-tolerance 
policy that separated children 
from their parents wasn’t of 
his making. President Barack 
Obama struggled with the 
same surge at the border, 
and many of the photos of 

children in cages used to con-
demn Trump date from the 
Obama years.

Trump only got a han-
dle on the border when 
he secured deals for help. 
Mexico agreed to allow 
migrants seeking asylum 
in this country to remain in 
Mexico while their claims 
were adjudicated. Guatemala, 
El Salvador and Honduras, 
meanwhile, signed safe-
third-country agreements, 
meaning migrants seek-
ing asylum could be sent to 
those counties to pursue their 
claims rather than doing so in 
the U.S. 

All of this was necessary 
to try to close effectively an 
open-border for migrants 
from Central America. Once 
they showed up and claimed 
asylum here, they were 
waived into the country and 
rarely, if ever, removed, even 
if their asylum claims ulti-
mately failed (as the vast 
majority did).

Biden has promised a 
100-day moratorium on 
deportations, a measure that 
will keep us from removing 
illegal immigrants even when 
they are released from jails 
after committing crimes. This 
is presumably a step toward 
re-instituting the Obama 
administration's policy of 
gutting interior enforcement.

He will restore DACA, 
the amnesty for illegal immi-
grants who came here as 
minors that Obama lawlessly 
imposed by diktat. 

He wi l l  propose  to 
Congress a broader amnesty 
for more than 10 million 
illegal immigrants. If the 

Senate balks, as is likely, 
Biden will be tempted to fol-
low Obama's (and Trump’s) 
example and implement as 
much as possible through his 
own authority. 

He will boost the num-
ber of refugees to more than 
100,000 a year, the highest 
level in 30 years. 

Trump’s signature failure 
on immigration was miss-
ing the opportunity to pass 
significant legislation reflect-
ing his priorities through 
Congress when Republicans 
controlled both chambers. 
But, as Steven Camarota of 
the restrictionist Center for 
Immigration Studies notes, 
the net growth of the immi-
gration population still 
declined markedly. 

Despite all of Trump’s 
incendiary rhetoric, the 
upshot of his approach was 
entirely reasonable – lev-
els of immigration shouldn't 
inexorably increase, and 
immigration policy should be 
subject to a rigorous test of 
national interest.

Biden  represen ts  a 
return to the old status-quo 
assumption that more immi-
gration is, ipso facto, a good 
thing, at the same time he 
leads a party that is more 
zealous on the issue than 
ever before. 

Democrats aren’t much 
interested in immigration 
controls, and it’s entirely 
possible that, soon enough 
at the border, it will again be 
uncontrolled.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c )  2020  by  King 
Features Synd., Inc.  H

Biden's Radicalism 
on Immigration
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Don’t Let Money 
Fights Steal 

Your Joy
Dear Dave,
My husband and I usually 

have a few disagreements 
around the holidays when it 
comes to Christmas spend-
ing. Do you have any advice 
for eliminating this kind of 
thing, and making the finan-
cial side of Christmas a little 
less stressful?

– Kellie
Dear Kellie,
I imagine every couple 

has a few disagreements 
over Christmas spending. 
The trick is in how you 
handle them, and come to 
a compromise you each 
feel is fair, smart, and 
affordable.  

One of the keys is to 
start talking before you 
start shopping. Being on 
the same page – and creat-
ing a plan and sticking to 
it – are great ways to bring 
peace and togetherness 
into the picture. Honestly, 
Christmas spending can 
be part of your monthly 

cash flow plan the whole 
year. Get the picture? I’m 
talking about living on 
a written, monthly bud-
get. You know Christmas 
is December 25th every, 
single, year, so why not 
set aside a little each 
month leading up to the 
holidays?

If you haven’t planned 
ahead, now is a great time 
to become a unified team. 
Huddle up, not only to talk 
about Christmas priorities, 
but devise a game plan 
moving forward so that 
this doesn’t happen again 
next year. Together, figure 
all your regular monthly 
income and expenses 
into a budget. If you’ve 
saved anything at all for 
Christmas, include that, as 
well. We’ve all got neces-
sities, so take of those 
first. Then, make a general 
list of everything you’d 
like to spend money on 
for Christmas – I’m talk-
ing about the things we 
often overlook like food, 
cards, party expenses, and 
decorations. Now, make 
a gift list. Write a dollar 
amount beside each name 
or expense on your lists, 
and if the grand total is 
the same as – or less than 
– your Christmas budget 
total, you’re ready to roll!

If you can’t agree, or 
the numbers don’t work, 

run through things again. 
This doesn’t mean to 
repeat your positions until 
you get what you want. It 
means both of you acting 
like mature, responsible 
adults, finding some mid-
dle ground, and making 
sacrifices. If you really 
want to show your com-
mitment, you and your 
spouse can sign your 
new budget. Signing your 
name is a simple, psycho-
logical signal that means 
you’re committed to your 
agreement. Then, post it 
somewhere you’ll both 
see it regularly.

Give it a try, Kellie. It 
just might help reinforce 
your commitment to the 
budget – and each other – 
when the shopping frenzy 
sets in! 

– Dave
D a v e  R a m s e y  i s  a 

seven-time #1 national best-
selling author, personal 
finance expert, and host of 
The Dave Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 16 million 
listeners each week. He has 
appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave has 
helped people regain control 
of their money, build wealth 
and enhance their lives. 
He also serves as CEO for 
Ramsey Solutions. H

Dave Ramsey Says 

Social Security Matters

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I'm looking 
for information about retir-
ing and starting my Social 
Security very soon at age 62. 
I'm not sure if I want to do it 
because I'm not sure if I can. 
Can you help me figure this 
out? Signed: Hesitant 

Dear Hesitant: I know 
it can be daunting trying 
to figure out whether and 
when to claim your Social 
Security benefits. I’ll give 
you some of the basics:

First, you should know 
that if you claim your ben-
efits at age 62, your benefit 
amount will be considerably 
reduced from what it would 
be if you waited longer to 
claim. At 62, your bene-
fit will be about 28% less 
than it would be at your 
full retirement age (FRA) 
which, for you is 66 years 
and 8 months. Your bene-
fit will continue to grow by 
a fraction of a percentage 
point each month you wait, 
until it reaches 100% at 
your FRA. You can choose 
to delay even longer than 
your FRA, and your benefit 
will continue to grow up to 
age 70 when you reach your 
maximum benefit amount. 
For you, that maximum at 
age 70 would be about 28% 
more than you would get at 
your FRA and about 75% 
more than you would get at 
age 62. There is a consider-
able financial advantage to 
waiting to claim. 

If you continue working, 
and you claim at age 62 (or 

at any age before your FRA), 
you’ll be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test,” 
which limits how much you 
can earn before they take 
back some of your benefits. 
Starting at age 62 and con-
tinuing until the year you 
attain FRA, there will be an 
annual limit to your earnings 
(the 2021 limit is $18,960) 
and, if you exceed that, SS 
will take back benefits equal 
to $1 for every $2 you are 
over the limit. That could 
mean you will go some 
number of months with-
out receiving benefits until 
Social Security recovers 
what you owe because you 
exceeded the earnings limit. 
Of course, if you fully retire 
from work now that is not a 
concern, but it may influence 
a future decision to return to 
work. Social Security’s earn-
ings limit no longer applies 
after you reach your full 
retirement age. 

Your marital status also 
comes into play. If you are 
married, and your benefit as 
a spouse will be more than 
your personal benefit will 
be, then there are some spe-
cial considerations which 
might affect your claiming 
decision. Generally, if your 
spousal benefit will be more 
than your own benefit (from 
your lifetime work record), 
and your husband isn’t yet 
collecting benefits, it’s often 
wise to claim your own 
earlier and take the larger 
spouse benefit later. Of 
course, if you’re not married 
you need only be concerned 
about your personal bene-
fit from your own lifetime 
earnings record and waiting 

for a larger life-long benefit, 
if possible, is often the most 
prudent choice. 

Those are the basic things 
you should consider when 
trying to decide when to 
claim your benefits. But 
your need for the money 
now, plus your health and 
life expectancy are also key 
to your decision. If you need 
the money earlier to make 
ends meet, and you won’t 
be severely affected by the 
earnings limit, then claim-
ing early can be your most 
prudent choice. Or, if you 
are not enjoying good health 
and have reason to believe 
that you won’t live at least 
until today’s average age for 
a woman (about 87), then 
that also suggests claiming 
early. But, if you are work-
ing and don’t really need the 
money, and you are in good 
health and expect to live to 
a ripe old age, then wait-
ing longer to claim a higher 
benefit is usually a better 
strategy. 

The reality is that every-
one’s personal situation is 
different and there is no 
single answer to the ques-
tion of when to claim Social 
Security. I hope the above 
gives you at least a starting 
point for your decision. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. H

Should I Claim Social Security at 62?

Imagine The  Difference You Can MakeImagine The  Difference You Can Make

1-888-534-1146
DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

Thhankank
A Veteran

Today

“My brother also takes care of his little 
brother who is in high school so I had to 
sleep on the couch with my son.”

She reached out to Lutheran Social 
Services for help. Fortunately, they were 
able to find her an apartment and con-
nected her with County services. She was 
able to qualify for a housing voucher. 
Blakes says she’s not only grateful for her 
new home but for the welcoming and non-
judgmental help she received. 

“I’m going to school and I’m in hous-
ing and I feel like I’ve come a long way 
in a short amount of time,” she says. “I’ve 
had ups and downs and I’m glad that I’m 
not struggling with my child. They made 
it easier for me and they eased my wor-
ries of being a new parent and doing it by 
myself.”

Transitional Aged Youth that need help 
can contact: Lutheran Social Services, 
Waking the Village, Wind Youth Services, 
Sacramento LGBT Community Center. 

Helping Youth – Partner Spotlight
Deisy Madrigal, Prevention and 

Intervention coordinator with Lutheran 

Social Services, answers questions about 
the program:

How do you help clients?
We tend to take a very individualized 

approach. The Prevention and Intervention 
Program itself is a collaboration between 
four agencies. Because we’re a collab-
orative, we have the ability to leverage 
our collective resources and knowledge 
to work toward the best-fit services for 
youth.

What are some of the biggest challenges 
your clients face?

Obviously, the high rent prices that 
we have here make it nearly impossi-
ble for someone who’s just starting out 
in a minimum wage job to even afford 
an apartment. Even if they’re able to get 
a job, they’re having a hard time securing 
housing because of the large amount of 
rent they’re being required to pay.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I do love the prevention aspect the most 

because I feel like it’s important to be able 
to stabilize someone’s housing whenever 
the circumstances allow for it because it 
minimizes the trauma.  H

Sacramento County Assists 
Transitional - Aged Youth 

Continued from page 1
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Call for more information (916) 967-3915 www.gbcfairoaks.net

Come and Experience
God’s Amazing Grace

Service Schedules
Sunday Schools (All Ages).... 9:45 am
Sunday Worship.................... 11:00 am 
Sunday Evening..................... 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening........... 7:00 pm

Grace Baptist Church

Come grow with us at Grace Baptist Church 
where the Old Time Gospel Message is still 
preached and God-Honoring music is still sung. 
Grace Baptist still stands on the Principles, 
Doctrines and Separation, found and taught in 
The Bible.

6724 Palm Avenue, Fair Oaks, CA 95628
(Located one block South of Madison; just East of Dewey)

Pastor Charles Carter

“We do Church Di� erently”   

YOU’RE INVITED! 
Sundays  10:00a.m.

A Purpose Driven Church

www.nbc4u.org  |   (916) 992-1997  
5510 Diablo Drive
Sacramento, CA

Roseville Road

Rose
ville

 Road

Greenback Lane

Antelope Road

I-80

Elkhorn Blvd

Encouraging Words
Pastor Ray’s

You Can Make a Fresh Start

By Pastor Ray Dare

Life is not an unbro-
ken series of victories. 
Everybody experiences 
failure in life. We all have 
setbacks, failures, defeats, 
losses. Sometimes a defeat 
can overwhelm you. This 
is the way Job felt when 
he said, “My days have 
passed. My plans are shat-
tered and so are the desires 
of my heart.” Job 17:11

What do you do when 
you feel like “your days 
are past and your plans 
have been shattered”? God 
says, “Forget what hap-
pened before, and do not 
think about the past. Look 
at the new thing the I am 
going to do. It is already 
happening. Don’t you see 
it? I will make a road in 
the desert and rivers in the 
dry land.” Isaiah 43:18-19. 
God says there are three 
ways you can make a fresh 
start this year.

Forget the Past. Your 
past is past. You can-
not change the past by 
worrying about it or by 
resenting it. If you failed 

at something, you’re not 
washed up unless you 
choose to quit and reject 
God’s grace. God will 
forgive you; you need to 
learn to forgive yourself. 
If someone has failed you, 
then the only way you’re 
going to get on with your 
future is when you forgive 
them.

Forgiveness is a choice, 
not a feeling. You choose 
to forgive them by choos-
ing not to focus on the hurt, 
the offense. That’s what 
God means when he says, 
“… don’t think about the 
past.”

P e r c e i v e  Y o u r 
Possibilities. God says, 
“Look at the new…” 
Don’t ponder your past 
- Perceive your possibili-
ties. Be positive and expect 
God to complete what He 
started in you. “God began 
doing a good work in you, 
and I am sure he will con-
tinue it until it is finished 
when Jesus Christ comes 
again.” Philippians 1:6 
(NCV) You may think, 
“It’s too late, I’ve lost 
too much time, I’ll never 
recover, my life is half 
over, I’m not even going to 
try to try again!”

Don’t even think that 
way – not for a minute! 
Yes, you may have blown 
it. You may have fallen out 
of the race. You may have 
even been pushed out by 
other people. But God is 
not through with you! It’s 
not how you start the race 
of life that matters - it’s 
how you finish.

Expect God’s Help. 
God says, “I will make a 
road in the desert and riv-
ers in dry land.” God says 
“I will do it.” I will do for 
you what you cannot do for 
yourself. God says, ‘I will 
make a road…a way out.’ 
Maybe you’ve felt emo-
tionally overwhelmed, God 
says, ‘I will make rivers in 
dry places…I will refresh 
you.’

One of my favorite 
verses in the Bible is Jonah 
3:1, “And the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah a 
second time.” God is the 
God of second chances. I 
don’t care how many times 
you’ve failed, God never 
gets tired of forgiving and 
it’s never too late to start 
over!
Pastor Ray
New Beginnings Church
www.NBC4u.org H

5 Year
FIXED RATE 

CITRUS HEIGHTS •  7895 Lichen Drive •  916-729-1100
www.eldoradosavingsbank.com

Se Habla Español  •  800-874-9779

Serving our local communities since 1958

CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:
FIXED RATE for 5 Years
Local Processing & Servicing
No Closing Costs on Qualifying Transactions
Flexibility and Convenience
Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

Home Equity Line of Credit Loan
4.25%

Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 4.25% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is
fixed for the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change 
once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities 
adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for the repayment period is 
4.375%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 10%. A qualifying transaction consists of the
following conditions: (1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $100,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value 
(LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence 
securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of 
Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $200,000 and may not 
be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current 
appraisal. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are 
subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit 
is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary
of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of 
Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

By Rev. James L. Snyder

During holiday seasons, 
I enjoy indulging in special 
food. My favorite dur-
ing this time of year is the 
Shoofly Pie. Nothing hits 
the spot quite like this.

I don't remember when 
I had my first shoofly pie, 
I only focus on my next 
piece.

When I first brought it 
into the home, my wife 
asked me what in the world 
it was. I told her it was a 
Shoofly Pie.

Looking at me rather 
quizzically, she said, 
“What is a Shoofly Pie??”

Not even thinking about 
it, I smiled and replied, “It 
is a piece of heaven this 
side of heaven.”

Then she wanted to 
know where in the world 
that name "Shoofly Pie" 
came from.

Not really knowing, 
I “baked up” a story I 
thought would please her.

The story went some-
thing like this. A lady in 
Pennsylvania was trying to 
make a special pie for her 
husband.

When presented to her 
husband, he was dumb-
founded and said, “What is 
that pie?”

Before she could answer, 
a fly seemed to hover over 
the pie, and she swatted it 
and said, “shoofly.” The 
husband looked at her 

and said, “That is mar-
velous. Whoever heard of 
a shoofly pie? You’re a 
genius.”

And thus, the Shoofly 
Pie adventure began. 
Whether that comes near 
the story or not, it sounded 
good to me at the time, and 
I presented it to my wife.

As I was thinking about 
this shoofly pie mystery, I 
thought of how this con-
cept would work in other 
aspects of life.

For example. I would 
like to develop a Shoo-
Politician Pie. Perhaps this 
would be a great experi-
ence for us. Every time we 
see a politician, we present 
him with a Shoo-Politician 
Pie. How much greater our 
life would be if politicians 
would not be the center 
focus of our life.

When a politician gives 
a speech, he or she will 
be charged one dollar 
per word. After all, one 
dollar isn't much and nei-
ther is there speech. Of 
course, this would need to 
be paid upfront. As soon 
as the politician reaches 
the end of his word count, 
everybody would say, 
“Shoo-Politician.”

I think this would bring 
a lot of sanity back to our 
country today.

Then I thought of 
another pie to develop. 
I’ll call this the Shoo-
Telemarketer Pie. This is 

second only to politicians.
To date, I have received 

over 1 million calls that 
said, “This is the last call 
you’ll get to renew your 
car warranty.”

I don’t know why they 
call them telemarketers, 
but I sure would like to tell 
them a thing or two.

Thinking about this, 
my list is getting longer 
and longer. There are so 
many things that I would 
like to Shoo from my life 
that I probably need to go 
into the “Shoo Pie Baking 
Business.”

Thinking along this line 
I remembered a verse in 
the Bible. “Wherefore 
come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you” (2 
Corinthians 6:17).

The older I get the more 
things I see that I need to 
“shoo” from my life. At 
times, it’s difficult, but the 
end result is what really 
matters. One last pie would 
be the “Shoo-Sin Pie.”

Dr. James L. Snyder 
is pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, Ocala, 
FL 34472. He lives with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him 
at 352-216-3025 or e-mail 
jamessnyder2@att.net. The 
church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.  H

It Was a Shoofly Pie Moment

Nail It To The Cross!

By Marlys Johnsen Norris, 
Christian Author

The love, grace, mercy 
and forgiveness of our 
Creator/Heavenly Father 
provides the faith to trust 
and believe in Jesus 
Christ who died on a 
Cross to deliver us from 
sin and birth faith in 
our lives. It is when we 
accept God’s provision 
through Jesus Christ a 
new birth occurs within 
us and we know and 
believe because an inner-
change happens within 
our being, just as God 
planned long ago.

When we recognize 
a rebirth within us has 
occurred, we desire to 

acknowledge it and honor 
God. Introduced to the 
Holy Word of God and 
water baptism, we desire 
to be obedient and ask to 
be baptized as our first 
physical act to do.

Nothing we do can ever 
earn or pay for the price 
Jesus paid to bring us into 
His family of believers. 
What ever we do is done 
out of love and apprecia-
tion for what He did for 
us. It is an example and 
basis of our new born 
faith in our Creator/God.

Before we accepted 
Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior our life was filled 
with sin we lived doing 
all kinds of sin. NAIL 
IT TO THE CROSS! No 
longer do those sins gov-
ern our way of life as we 
desire to live a life that is 
pleasing unto God. The 

Devine nature of God has 
implanted within us a new 
environment and the old 
nature is gone!

Continuous spiritual 
growth immerses one in 
Jesus Christ as one prays, 
studies and is obedient 
to His Word. The older 
one gets, blessing after 
blessing occurs because 
Jesus, God’s Beloved 
Son paid for them all on 
the Cross for you and I. 
Remember to thank Him 
in your personal prayer 
time!

To God Be The Honor 
and Glory!

Marlys Johnsen Norris
Award Winning Christian 

Author of 7 Books,
Stephen’s Minister
Columnist, Teacher, Speaker
Marlysjn@gmail.com
PO Box 114,
Orangevale, Ca 95662 H
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Crime Reports

Find more info at citrusheights.net

Citrus Heights 
Police Report

November 30th

December 4th

11/30/2020 • Time: 8:50 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009881
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft
Location Type: Parking Lot • Public Address: 74xx Auburn Oaks Ct.
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department 
12/02/2020 • Time: 1:30 AM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009874
Crime: 459 PC: Burglary - Commercial
Location Type: Other • Public Address: 85xx Auburn
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department
12/02/2020 • Time: 11:15 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009893
Crime: 484(A) PC: Petty Theft
Location Type: House (Includes Driveway) • Public Address: 75xx Cedar Dr.
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department 
12/02/2020 • Time:1:52 AM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009875
Crime: 459 PC: Burglary - Commercial
Location Type: O�  ce Building • Public Address: 76xx Auburn
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department 
12/02/2020 • Time: 8:00 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009895
Crime: 459 PC: Burglary - Commercial
Location Type: Other • Public Address: 76xx Sunrise
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department 
12/04/2020 • Time: 4:08 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009928
Crime: 484(A) PC: Petty Theft
Location Type: Street/Highway • Public Address: 74xx Sandalwood Dr.
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department
12/04/2020 • Time: 2:30 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009925
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft
Location Type: Parking Lot • Public Address: 75xx Carriage Dr.
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department
12/04/2020 • Time: 11:00 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009946
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft
Location Type: House (Includes Driveway) • Public Address: 80xx Sunrise
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department
12/04/2020 • Time: 3:08 PM • Public Address: • IR Number: 12009926
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft
Location Type: Gas Station/Vehicle Maintenance • Public Address: Antelope/Sunrise Blvd.
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Who will have Priority for COVID Vaccine?

By Dan Walters 
CALMatters

 
There’s nothing new 

about political jousting over 
shares of a limited but valu-
able resource.

For instance, Californians 
have been squabbling 
for decades over divvy-
ing up water supplies 
among agricultural inter-
ests, municipal consumers 
and the natural environ-
ment. The conflict never 
goes away but increases 
in intensity every time the 
state experiences one of its 
periodic droughts – and this 
so-far dry autumn may be a 
harbinger of another such 
dry spell.

The annual business of 
writing a new state bud-
get is always an exercise in 
political rationing. Even in 
times of prosperity, when 
the state treasury is awash 
in tax money, there’s never 
quite enough to satisfy all 
of the demands and expres-
sions of urgent need. More 
for schools, more for health 
care, more for colleges, 
more for childcare or more 
for prisons?

Those who hire the most 
and best lobbyists, shower 
legislators with campaign 
contributions and wage 
lavish media campaigns 
tend over time to fare the 
best when Capitol politi-
cians decide who gets how 
much cash.

The allocations of water 

and money obvious have 
serious impacts on the con-
tending parties, but usually 
they are not all-or-nothing 
situations. Even the los-
ers generally wind up with 
something, even if they see 
it as not enough.

A new political free-for-
all is just beginning and 
this time it is all-or-nothing, 
potentially with life-or-
death consequences – who 
gets the very limited initial 
supply of vaccine against 
the potentially deadly 
coronavirus.

Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
last week that he expects 
California to receive an ini-
tial allocation of 327,000 
doses  of  vaccine  in 
mid-December. His admin-
istration wants to prioritize 
vaccinations of health care 
workers who are most in 
danger of being infected with 
the virus.

Few would argue with 
that intent, but the initi-
tal vaccine supply doesn’t 
come close to covering 
everyone who falls into that 
general category. California 
has more than two mil-
lion health care workers, 
and even within that group, 
there’s a certain level of 
competition.

Organizations repre-
senting local-term care 
facilities, otherwise known 
as nursing homes, are press-
ing for first-tier priority, 
contending that their elderly 
clients are being dispro-
portionately infected, often 
with fatal consequences.

However, another argu-
ment is being made for 
nurses, doctors and oth-
ers who are directly caring 
for COVID-19 victims in 
hospitals.

Expanding vaccina-
tions beyond health care 
workers will be even more 

daunting because no one 
knows when and how many 
additional doses of vaccine 
will be coming, other than 
sometime next year. After 
the implicit demand from 
health care workers is met, 
who’s next?

Two state legislators are 
pressing for teachers to be 
placed near the top of the 
prioritization list, citing the 
sharp decline in educational 
achievement while students 
are confined at home and 
the urgent need for resum-
ing classroom instruction.

Assemblymembers 
Jordan Cunningham, a San 
Luis Obispo Republican, 
and Patrick O’Donnell, 
a Long Beach Democrat, 
said in a letter to state 
health officials, “Interim 
reports from across the 
state show increasing rates 
of failure among students, 
especially those in lower-
income neighborhoods. … 
Our state’s children cannot 
afford to wait.”

A recent national study 
estimated that lower lev-
els of education among 
students forced to attend 
classes via the Internet 
could result in shorter 
life spans. Several recent 
articles, including one 
in CalMatters.org, have 
detailed how absenteeism 
has increased and learning 
has decreased, especially 
among poor students.

This is heavy-duty stuff. 
Deciding who gets – and 
who doesn’t get – the vac-
cine in the earliest stages of 
the vaccination effort could 
be deciding who lives and 
who dies.

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 
60 years, spending all 
but a few of those years 
working for California 
newspapers.  H
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Agents Raid Home in Maricopa County in Voter-Data Theft Investigation –
Confiscate 8 Hard Drives, 3 Computers and a Bag of USB sticks | 06 Dec 2020 | On 
the morning of November 5, Arizona federal officials raided a home in the Fountain 
Hills area in Maricopa County. The agents confiscated eight hard drives, three com-
puters, and a bag of USB sticks. The house belongs to 56-year-old Elliot Kerwin. The 
agents were looking for evidence of a cyberattack on an unnamed organization and 
stolen voter data.

Michigan GOP: Secretary of State Trying to Delete Election Data Amid Audit 
Calls | 04 Dec 2020 | The Michigan GOP on Friday raised concerns about a memo 
sent by Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson that “is pushing for the mass 
deletion of election data,” although a spokesperson for the secretary’s office later said 
the process is routine. The GOP said Benson’s office told clerks in Michigan coun-
ties to “delete Electronic Poll Book software and associated files” amid calls to audit 
the election while flagging it was concerning. They were likely referring to a Dec. 1 
memo from the Michigan Bureau of Elections, which is overseen by Benson’s office, 
that states “[Electronic Poll Book] software and associated files must be deleted from 
all devices by the seventh calendar day following the final canvass and certification of 
the election (November 30, 2020) unless a petition for recount has been filed and the 
recount has not been completed, a post-election audit is planned but has not yet been 
completed, or the deletion of the data has been stayed by an order of the court or the 
Secretary of State.”

Arizona Legislature Calls for Immediate 'Forensic Audit' of Dominion Voting 
Machines | 04 Dec 2020 | The Arizona House and Senate have called for an audit 
of the Maricopa County election software and equipment following allegations of 
fraud and other irregularities presented by President Donald Trump’s team earlier this 
week. In a news release Friday, GOP leaders of the Republican-controlled legislature 
sought an independent audit of Dominion Voting Systems software – used in Maricopa 
County –called for the audit. State Sen. Michelle Ugenti-Rita, a Republican said that 
Maricopa County’s Board of Supervisors “is supportive of conducting an independent 
audit of their voting software and equipment,” adding: “It is important we maintain all 
of the voting public’s confidence in our elections, and this is a positive step.” House 
Majority Leader Warren Petersen, a Republican, said that “a significant number of vot-
ers believe that fraud occurred,” citing “the number of irregularities” that allegedly 
occurred in Maricopa County and elsewhere in the state.

Voting Machine USB Drives Had Totals Altered Overnight, Witness in Nevada 
Election Contest Alleges | 03 Dec 2020 | A witness brought forward by the Trump 
campaign in its election contest in Nevada alleged that the memory disks used to store 
vote totals from election machines during the early vote period had the vote tallies 
unexplainably changed overnight, according to a presentation at an evidentiary hear-
ing in Carson City on Dec. 3. According to Jesse Binnall, who presented the evidence 
on behalf of the Trump campaign, the witness, whose name is shielded by a protec-
tive order, said that the vote tallies were collected from the machine at the end of every 
voting day and stored on Universal Serial Bus (USB) drives overnight. “What they 
would do is they would log these disks in and out. Good practice. And the disks had a 
serial number on them. And numerous times that disk would be logged out with one 
vote total on it and logged back in the next morning during the early vote period with 
a different number on it. Sometimes more, sometimes less,” Binnall said. “What that 
means is that literally in the dead of night, votes were appearing, and books are dis-
appearing on these machines.” Trump Team to File Lawsuit: 40,000 People Voted 
Twice in Nevada | 02 Dec 2020 | A lawyer for President Donald Trump’s campaign 
said the team is preparing to file a lawsuit soon alleging that 40,000 people voted twice 
in Nevada, which, if true, could potentially erase Democrat presidential candidate Joe 
Biden’s lead. Trump attorney Jesse R. Binnall, speaking to Fox Business on Dec. 2, 
said that they found evidence of “real voter fraud” including “thousands and thousands 
of instances” in Nevada that will be submitted to a court in the Silver State. “We have 
instances, for instance, of 40,000-plus people who have voted twice in the election,” 
Binnall said.

Michigan Poll Observer: Military Ballots Looked Like 'Xerox Copies,' All for 
Biden | 02 Dec 2020 | A woman who said she was a poll observer at the TCF Center in 
Detroit on Election Day testified in front of a Michigan State Senate hearing that she saw 
numerous military ballots that looked like “Xerox copies” and were all allegedly marked 
for Democrat Joe Biden. The woman, who only identified herself as Patty and said she 
has nine years’ worth of experience, told the lawmakers that “military ballots...looked 
like they were all exactly the same Xerox copies of the ballot. They were all for Biden 
across the board; there wasn’t a single Trump vote.” “None of the voters [were] regis-
tered,” and election workers “had to manually enter the names and addresses and a birth 
date of 1/1/2020, which would override the system and allow them to enter nonregis-
tered voters, of which I saw several...throughout the day,” Patty said.

Up to 280,000 Ballots 'Disappeared' After Trip to Pennsylvania From NY - 
Amistad Project Director | 01 Dec 2020 | As many as 288,000 ballots for the 2020 
U.S. election “disappeared” in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, after being transported by truck 
from New York, according to Phill Kline, the director of the legal group Thomas More 
Society’s Amistad Project. Kline, a former district attorney and Kansas attorney general, 
said he received evidence that between “130,000 to 280,000 completed ballots for the 
2020 general election had been shipped from Bethpage, New York, before the ballots and 
the trailer in which they were shipped disappeared” on Oct. 21. Kline cited statements 
from a U.S. Postal Service subcontractor whom he described as a whistleblower. Kline 
also asserted in a statement that Postal Service workers were engaged in “widespread ille-
gal efforts” to influence the election. At least one whistleblower said that they transported 
thousands of prefilled ballots across state lines, which, if true, would be a federal crime. 
His group made an “estimate” of the number of ballots that disappeared  H

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

LeafFilte
r

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-957-0822

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338  
License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ 
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# 
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# 
PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY



DECEMBER 11, 2020 CITRUS HEIGHTS MESSENGER • 7

Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 7

Crossword Puzzle on Page 7

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger PublishingAll Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • DISNEY
CLUES

ACROSS
1. *Bambi and others like him
6. Nail a criminal
9. Use a paring knife
13. Cornucopia’s shape
14. Lawyers’ org.
15. Interior designer’s focus
16. *Gibson Girl Ice Cream 
Parlor’s draw
17. 1/100 of afghani
18. Tapestry
19. *Minnie Mouse’s full first 
name
21. *”Be Our Guest” 
performer
23. Kukui nut necklace
24. #22 Down competitor
25. Dojo pad
28. Pillow filler
30. Detected
35. Burden of proof
37. Ness’ domain
39. Vernacular
40. Poker amount
41. Divvy up
43. U.S. freshwater invader
44. Relating to nose
46. Golfer’s warning
47. “The Three Musketeers” 
dueling sword
48. Isaac of science fiction 
fame
50. *”The Princess Diaries” 
leading actress
52. Pigpen
53. Candle burner
55. Greek letters on campus
57. *Remy’s idol Auguste 
____
61. *Pongo’s mate
65. Radio sign
66. J. Edgar Hoover’s org.
68. Was dishonest with, two 
words
69. *Iago and Kevin
70. *Scar to Simba, e.g.
71. At the point of death, 
archaic
72. Command to Fido
73. Seed alternative, to a 
landscaper
74. Loses color

DOWN
1. Fraud
2. Famous Amos
3. Before long, to Shakespeare
4. Alef and Bet follower
5. *Like a Haunted Mansion visitor
6. California valley
7. *Aladdin’s sidekick
8. What football and baseball have 
in common, pl.
9. “Frasier” actress Gilpin
10. Homesteader’s measure
11. *Shere Khan’s cry
12. Highland tongue
15. Woman in trouble?
20. Actress Davis
22. Package delivery service
24. Reveal the true nature
25. *”How Far I’ll Go” performer
26. *____ of Arendelle, pl.
27. Hutu’s opponents, 1994
29. *Raksha or Rama
31. Cote d’Azur locale
32. Ginger cookies
33. Kind of heron
34. *Beardless dwarf
36. Clothing line
38. Honker
42. It may be perfect
45. Moves down

49. Itinerary word
51. Cap attachment
54. Part of a sleeve, pl.
56. Organ swelling
57. Loads
58. Military group
59. Sarah, alt. sp.
60. Not a slob
61. ____ Piper
62. Object of worship
63. Tear, past tense
64. *”A Bug’s Life” characters
67. *Human child in Monstropolis

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 7

Solutions on Page 7

WEEKLY COMICS
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Work Wanted

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916 773-1111

Wanted

DISCLAIMER
Be wary of out of area companies. 
Check with the local Better 
Business Bureau before you 
send any money for fees or 
services. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

NOTICE TO READERS
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 
State law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board.

          M P G  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

GOT LOCAL NEWS?
Call 916 773-1111

Messenger Publishing Group

School

Real Estate

Wanted - AUTOS

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home!  Set an appt today!  
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered–to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 4 FREE Burgers. Order The 
Griller’s Bundle - ONLY $79.99. 
1-877-882-4248 Use Code 
63281PAM or www.OmahaSteaks.
com/family06 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - any-
where - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No up-
front fees to enroll. A+ BBB rat-
ed. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. Call 
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)  (Cal-SCAN

------------------------------------------------
Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN 
USERS!  The NEW Inogen 
One G5.  1-6 flow settings. 
Designed for 24 hour oxygen 
use. Compact and Lightweight.  
Get a Free Info kit today: 
1-844-359-3976 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental 
Insurance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, insulin pumps, 
catheters and more! To learn 
more, call now! 1-855-702-3408. 
--------------------------------------------------
Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen Concentrator 
Store:  1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

Guitar Lessons – Beginner to
Advanced. $15/half hour. $20/hour.
f reddiebbalber t@gmai l .com. 
916-507-6658       (MPG 12-31-20)

AIRLINE CAREERS Start 
Here – Get trained as FAA 
certifi ed Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualifi ed 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
877-205-4138.   (Cal-SCAN)

I do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. Natural 
Health Education. References, 
College grad, security and 
Health background. Tim, 916-
370-0858. (MPG 12-31-20) 

RETIRED COUPLE $1 Mil 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same day of-
fer!  (951) 777-2518 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, top 
$ paid! PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE 1-707-339-5994. 
Email: porscherestoration@

yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Financial Services

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

Landscaping

For Rent

Fitness/Yoga

Handyman

 (916) 613-8359 

Scott Lehman
Gutter Dog

A Quality 
Home 

Maintenance
Hauling
Gutters Cleaned
Yardwork
One Time Lawn
Mowing
You Name It!

Miscellaneous

Music Lessons

DOG RESCUE
Gary  

(916) 334-2841
Please 

 Adopt or Foster
Because so many really  

great dogs are dying  
for a good home...
ShelterMOU

@hotmail.com

Pets/Animals

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic.#817945   35 Years Experience
916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot, 
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Roofi ng

916-722-6321
VISA / MASTER CARD

Insured. Workman’s comp. Arborist

BPTreeServices.com

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING

FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

California Contractors Lic #1036031

Tree Service

COMPUTER SERVICES

Your Fitness Genie

Be Active, Call Today!
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

Age Well
In Place

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

(916)768-8767

Virtual SessionsVirtual Sessions

Painting / Roofing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Local Classified

BEAUTY CONSULTANT

Insurance/Health

Land For Sale
39 ACRE SELF SUFFICIANCY HOMESTEAD - $182 MONTH - 
Outstanding buy on quiet - secluded off  grid northern Arizona homestead 
at cool clear 5,800’ elev. Entirely useable grassy meadowland with 
sweeping views of surrounding red rock ridges. Situated within 
a secluded valley location surrounded by thousands of acres of 
uninhabited wilderness. Bordered by 1,280 acres of uninhabited State 
Trust land. Free well water access, rich loam garden soil, and ideal year-
round climate. No urban noise and dark sky nights. Zoned for livestock. 
Camping and RV use ok. Maintained road access.  On special at $19,900, 
$1,990 dn. with no qualifying seller fi nancing. Free brochure with similar 
property descriptions, photos/terrain maps/ weather data/ nearby 
pioneer town info. 1st United Realty 1-800-966-6690.     (Cal-SCAN)

We’d love to help 
your business 
connect with
our readers.

Call 916 773-1111

IF YOU’RE READING THIS
SO ARE YOUR CUSTOMERS

Advertise Your Business Here
CALL 916-773-1111

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663
vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/ 

Call or come by

HALL RENTALS

Many Positions are 
Available. Please    no 
phone calls. Apply in 
person.

HELP WANTED

10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova, 

CA 95670

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916 773-1111

BAE.S Painting 
Service

House & Apt
Interior/Exterior
Flat Roof: Water 

Leak Repair
Gutter Cleaning

Cell: 279 333-6660

P A I N T I N G

20 years of 
experience

Fall Yard clean up. Mow, weed, 
prune, 

LANDSCAPING

haul, rock, bark, and gut-
ters. Light Fence Work

916 205-9310
916 688-9310 V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate License #01041073  
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

THE MONTERO’S 
ASSOCIATE DEPARTMENT 
OF HOME IMPROVEMENT
PRO XTRA LIC/BONDED. 

From custom shell, wood 
fencing, stone work, ce-
ment, painting, landscap-
ing, tree service, pruning, 
etc. Call Hector 530-488-
0311. 8-28-20

HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

I will visit your loved one in Sac-
ramento area nursing home / 
rehab facility or adult care home. 
For socialization, run errands, 
and light exercise routine. I 
have a healthcare and recre-
ation therapy background. Col-
lege Grad. Tim 916-370-0858

Attorney Advertising

Abused by Clergy 
in California?

If you have information regarding alleged abuse or 
its cover-up involving these men, ACT NOW.

12011 San Vicente Blvd, Suite 700 
Los Angeles, CA 90049

1-800-ITS-TIMETM

Contact us confidentially.

AndersonAdvocates.com

Peter 
Garcia

Michael A. 
Harris

Benjamin 
Hawkes

James A. 
Ganahl

David 
Johnson

Steven 
(Stephen) 

Kain

Christopher 
W. Kearney

Robert 
Koerner

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION! Your 
donation helps educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RE-
SPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION 1-844-922-4249

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at 
all major secular & special-
ty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your 
FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-877-330-3936

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-888-534-1146

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 877-631-2596

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses.Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 866-661-0708 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/mpgn

MobileHelp, America’s 
Premier Mobile Medical 
Alert System. Whether 
You’re Home or Away. 
For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Con-
tracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-833-935-3147

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-400-
6985 www.dental50plus.
com/mpgn #6258

Applying for Social Secu-
rity Disability or Appeal-
ing a Denied Claim? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify 
the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 
1-888-570-0881 FREE 
Consultation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washing-
ton DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation 

Experts
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-372-0408
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By Thomas J. Sullivan

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) 
- A shut tered former 
auto repair shop at 7601 
Greenback Lane at the corner 
of Mariposa Avenue opposite 
San Juan High School was 
given a refresh this spring 
with fresh coat of bright blue 
paint and a new name.

Blue Sky SMOG & 
Repair, a licensed drive-in 
smog check station by the 
California State Bureau of 
Automotive Repair by the 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs opened mid-spring, 
just as the Covid crisis began. 

Since opening, the new 
automotive repair, which 
satisfies California required 
smog checks on vehicles 
2000 and newer, is “building 
a reputation for service and 
quality general automotive 
repair work at an affordable 
price,” said its owner Eric 
Bassett.

Bassett and his business 
partner, Andrea Kopecky, an 
environmental lawyer for the 
State of California, said they 
found the business listed for 
sale last January, contacted 
the property owner and made 
an offer. Bassett recognized 
the location’s high traffic 
potential and realized the 
then-shuttered repair shop 
needed quite a lot of work.

“We had a challenging 
start, to say the least, but now 
our business is starting to 
grow, and we are getting an 
increasing number of first-
time new customers,” Bassett 
said.

Once the site of a busy 
gasoline station dating back 
to the 1950s and a much 
narrower Greenback Lane, 
Bassett said its fuel tanks had 
long since been removed and 
its four fueling bays enclosed 
by previous owners into 
smog and automotive repair 
stalls.

Some $75,000 in exte-
rior renovations later, which 

included new paint inside 
and out, smog equipment 
installation and the re-roofing 
of both buildings, Blue Sky 
SMOG and Repair opened 
its doors to the public in mid-
March, just as the COVID-19 
pandemic hit.

In all, Blue Sky SMOG 
and Repair has four service 
bays, two which are dedi-
cated for smog testing and 
two for general automotive 
repairs. 

“Andrea (Kopecky) sug-
gested the new name, “Blue 
Sky”, which reflects our phi-
losophy to help do our part to 
make the skies of California 
clearer.”

Access to Blue Sky SMOG 
& Repair is by Mariposa 
Avenue, where customers 
can drive in for a smog test 
or to schedule general vehi-
cle repairs, Bassett said.

A refreshed customer 
reception area and service 
desk were created in the old 
station to welcome custom-
ers who wish to wait for their 
smog test or auto repairs to 
be completed, he said.

The opening of Blue Sky 
SMOG and Repair is a career 
change for Bassett who 
before opening his automo-
tive repair and smog testing 
facility pursued a profes-
sional career in informational 
technology.

A long-time mechanic 
on his own, Bassett wel-
comed the move, and with 
Kopecky’s advice and sup-
port, sought to open an 
automotive repair business of 
his own.

“I’ve always enjoyed 
working on vehicles and it’s 
a very rewarding and sat-
isfying profession to help 
customers with their automo-
tive repair needs,” he said.

Bassett and Kopecky took 
a hands-on approach in cre-
ating the business’s new 
look, as truckloads of debris 
from the previous own-
ers were cleared from the 

premises and overdue phys-
ical repairs to a leaky roof 
were completed.

The original service bays 
in the former gasoline station 
have been extended in length 
to handle repairs on larger-
sized SUVs, and trucks 
customers may bring in.

If you have received a 
notice for a required state 
SMOG check for your 2000 
or newer gasoline vehicle, 
the cost is $39.75 plus $8.25 
for the certificate, or $48.00,” 
Bassett said.

“It generally takes about 
15-20 minutes to complete 
the test while the customer 
is waiting in their car,” he 
said. “Total cost for a diesel 
vehicle’s SMOG certification 
is $10 more, or $58.00. The 
diesel test is more extensive 
and takes a bit more time,” 
Bassett said. 

Blue Sky SMOG and 
Repair is registered with 
the California Bureau of 
Automotive Repair and soon 
with the state Better Business 
Bureau, Bassett said.

“I am very hopeful that 
our business will continue 
to succeed in the months 
ahead as more customers 
get to know us, and our rep-
utation for quality work at a 
competitive, affordable price 
continues to grow.”

In addition to performing 
vehicle inspections, Blue Sky 
SMOG and Repair offers its 
customers oil changes, sus-
pension, engine, electrical, 
transmission, brake, and air 
conditioning service. 

Blue Sky SMOG & Repair 
at 7601 Greenback Lane 
in Citrus Heights is open 
Monday through Saturday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for drive-
in smog testing. Contactless 
payments and hand sanitizer 
are offered to all customers. 
Social distancing is enforced. 
Call 916-744-SMOG (7664) 
for service appointments or 
email at blueskyautosmog@
gmail.com  H

Office Hours:Office Hours:
Mon-Sat 9-6•Sun ClosedMon-Sat 9-6•Sun Closed

NEED STORAGE?

ARMORARMOR
MINI STORAGE

Conveniently Located on
Auburn Blvd. Between
Manzanita & Garfield

www.armorministorage.comwww.armorministorage.com

Computer Gate Access
6am-9pm 365 Days A Year

916.332.6455916.332.6455
5714 Auburn Blvd., Sacramento. 95841

Award Winning Customer Service  
Digital Video Surveillance  

Competitive Rates 
Daily / Monthly / Annual Rentals  

Easy Drive-Up Access 
Professional Resident Managers

5714 Auburn Blvd., Sac 95841

Since 1980Since 1980

Award Winning
Customer Service

Digital Video
Camera System

Competitive Rates
Daily / Monthly
Annual Rentals 

Easy Drive-Up Access
Professional Resident 

Managers

6am-9pm6am-9pm

Easy Drive-Up Access
Professional Resident 

Nothing but “Blue Skies” Do I See

Business partners (left) Andrea Kopecky and Eric Bassett of Blue Sky SMOG & Repair located at 
7601 Greenback Lane, Citrus Heights. Photo by Thomas J. Sullivan

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter
LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-957-0822

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338  
License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ 
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# 
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# 
PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

Sexual Assault Investigation
By Citrus Heights 
Police Department

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - On November 
25, 2020, CHPD Detectives arrested 
Robert Mathis (33YOA) and Erin Mathis 
(36YO) for multiple counts of lewd acts 
with a child under ten years of age and 
possession of obscene matter.

At this time, three victims ranging 
between the ages of three and ten have 
been identified. Two of the victims were 
related to the suspects, and one was a fam-
ily friend.

If you have any information regarding 
this investigation or any potential additional 
victims, please call the CHPD Tip Line at 
916-727-5524 and refer to case #20-9107.  H

SacRT Unveils Holiday Bus

SacRT & Food Literacy Center unveiling this year’s SacRt Holiday Bus. SacRt Holiday Bus travels 
on different routes spreading goodwill from December 1, 2020 to January 1, 2021. Photo: SacRT

By Jessica Gonzalez, SacRT

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento 
Regional Transit District (SacRT) and Food 
Literacy Center unveiled this year’s SacRT 
Holiday Bus on November 30, 2020.

In keeping with the “season of giving,” the 
colorful 40-foot SacRT Holiday Bus is free to 
ride, but passengers have the option to donate 
in the farebox (cash accepted) or use a QR 
code or link to donate online. This year, all 
donations will benefit Food Literacy Center.

The SacRT Holiday Bus travels on dif-
ferent routes throughout the Sacramento 
region spreading goodwill from Tuesday 

December 1, 2020 through Friday, January 
1, 2021. View the Holiday Bus schedule at 
sacrt.com.

Food Literacy Center's mission is to inspire 
kids to eat their vegetables. They teach chil-
dren in low-income elementary schools 
cooking, nutrition, gardening, and active play 
to improve our health, environment, and econ-
omy. Did you know that only 4% of kids eat 
enough veggies and 1 in 3 have type 2 diabe-
tes? Healthy eating is the most effective way 
to prevent diet related disease. During the pan-
demic, Food Literacy Center is distributing 
Veggie Recipe Kits to kids so they can cook a 
healthy meal at home with their families.   H

Sell
Your Vehicle

in the
Local Classifieds

Call

916.773.1111
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COGIR OF STOCK RANCH,
YOUR NEW HOME AWAITS
Featuring beautifully renovated Independent and Assisted Living studio, 1- and 2-bedroom 
apartments, and a warm, fun, vibrant and social community, Cogir of Stock Ranch has  
everything you need to find your new home! Prices starting at $3,395.

7418 Stock Ranch Road 
Citrus Heights, CA 95621
License # 342700471

(707) 522-3336

• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• Respite Care

CogirSeniorLiving.com

Move-in 
today and get

1 Month 
Free!*

*Care charges are not included. Certain conditions apply. Contact community for details.

Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

COUPON

Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

COUPON

BONUS COUPON BONUS COUPON BONUS COUPON

PRECIOUS CAT
CLUMPING CAT LITTER

18 Lb Bag  •Regular •Ultra
Limit 2 Bags Per Family 

$599

JONNY CAT
PREMIUM CAT LITTER

10 lb Bag
Limit 2 Bags Per Family  

$199

FANCY FEAST
ELEGANT MEDLEYS
CANNED CAT FOOD

Selected Varieties - 3 Oz
Limit 6 Cans with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon   Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

ARM & HAMMER
CAT LITTER DEODORIZER

20 Oz Box
Limit 2 Boxes with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon
Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

$149
CHM

PLU 422

Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20 Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20 Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20 Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20 Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

9 LIVES
CANNED CAT FOOD

5.5 Oz
All Varieties

Limit 1 Case
Per Family 37¢

DIAMOND 
NATURALS
DRY DOG FOOD

40 Lb Bag 
•Chicken •Lamb & Rice •Beef •Large Breed
•Senior •Skin & Coat
•Lite 30 Lbs
(Lrg Breed Lamb
$31.99)
(Ex Athlete $36.99)

$2999

CAT’S PRIDE
FRESH & LIGHT PREMIUM CLUMPING CAT LITTER
15 Lb Jug  Limit 2 Jugs 

$699

ZIGNATURE
LIMITED INGREDIENTS FORMULA

DRY DOG FOOD
13 Lb & 27 Lb

•Turkey •Lamb •Trout/Salmon •Zssential •Duck 
•White Fish •Venison •Salmon •Pork •Catfish

ON SALE
EVERYDAY

FANCY FEAST
CLASSIC BROTH

1.4 Oz - All Varieties
Limit 2 Pkgs With Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon
Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20

89¢
CHM

PLU 377

FANCY FEAST
GOURMET

CANNED CAT FOOD
All Varieties except Elegent Medley

3 Oz
Limit 2
Cases Per
Family ON SALE

Everyday

PURINA
CAT CHOW

DRY CAT FOOD
•Regular •Indoor   15 Lb Bag

Limit 2
Bags Per
Family

ON SALE
Everyday

ON SALE
EVERYDAY

WORLD’S BEST
CAT LITTER

  •Original •Extra Strength  
 14 Lbs  Limit 2 Bags 

$1299

CHM
PLU 568

PREMIUM CHOICE
ALL NATURAL CLUMPING CAT LITTER
40 Lb Bag (Extra Strength 25Lbs  $7.99)
Limit 2 Bags 

$899

WELLNESS CANNED DOG FOOD
Natural  12.5 Oz                Full Case
•Regular •Stew •Core  Limit 2 Cases 20% OFF

OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

Look for Advertised Sale Items Everyweek at www.petclubstores.com

We Beat Almost All Online Prices on Premium Brand Pet Foods
Including Blue Buffalo, Chicken Soup, Earth Born, Diamond Naturals, Pinnacle, Taste of the Wild, & Royal Canin.

We  have  the  Lowest Prices ON Friskies (5.5oz)  or Fancy Feast (3oz)
every other week

*Compared to All Chain and Local Stores. Regular prices only.

*

PEDIGREE
DRY DOG FOOD

50 Lb Bonus Bag
•Chicken, Rice, &Vegetable

•Steak & Vegetable

Limit 2 Bags
Per Family

$2399

PENN-PLAX CASCADE POWER FILTER SALE
          MODEL   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . TANK SIZE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PET CLUB SALE
CASCADE 100   .  .  .  .  .  .20 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $17.99
CASCADE 150   .  .  .  .  .  .35 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $21.99
CASCADE 200   .  .  .  .  .  .50 Gal .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $25.99
CASCADE 300   .  .  .  .  . 100 Gal .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $35.99

AQUEON BOXED 10 GALLON TANK
With Economy Kit
$36.99 Limit 1

Per Family
Just add Heater
For Tropical Fish

CANIDAE PURE
GRAIN FREE ADULT DRY DOG FOOD

 •Lamb •Duck •Salmon •Bison
  24 Lb Bag   Limit 2 Bags              As Marked

$10 OFF
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

INSTANT OCEAN
SEA SALT

50 Gal. Salt Mix           $12.99

NUTRO
WHOLESOME ESSENTIALS

DRY DOG FOOD
•Chicken, Brown Rice & Oatmeal Formula

(Reg & Lrg Breed) •Senior •Lite
30 Lb Bag

Limit 2 Bags
Per Family $3599

MEOW MIX
DRY CAT FOOD

•Original Choice  16 lb Bag
Limit 2 Bags Per Family 

$1199

MERRICK’S
CLASSIC NATURAL DRY DOG FOOD

•Chicken/Green Pea/Ancient Grains  25 Lbs   Limit 2 Bags
•Beef/Green Pea/Carrots •Lamb/Green Pea/Ancient Grains 

$8 OFF 
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

SCIENCE DIET
FELINE MAINTENANCE DRY CAT FOOD
•Mature $34.99 •Light $35.99 •Sensitive Stomach 15.5 Lb $38.99
 •Urinary 15.5 Lb  $38.99 •Perfect Weight 15 Lb. $39.99 Adult  

$3399

16 Lb BagLimit 2 Bags Per Family

SCIENCE DIET
CANNED CAT FOOD

Selected Varieties
5.5 Oz  Limit 1 Case 

$119

SCOOPAWAY
 Unscented  25 Lb Box

FRESH STEP SCOOP
20 Lb Box

CLUMPING CAT LITTER

  Limit 2 Boxes

$899 (SCOOPAWAY 
•Multi-Cat 

20 Lb Box $6.99)

$200
      or
$100

Nutro, Science Diet, Eukanuba, Avoderm,IAMS, Nature’s Recipe, Natural Balance,Wellness, Pro Plan.   Limit 1 Bag.      (Cannot be used in conjunction with similar dollar off,percentage off coupons, or advertised sale items)Limit: 1 Coupon Per Family     CHM

Any 26 Lbs or More PreMiuM Dry Dog
FooD PLu #336

Any 14 Lbs or More PreMiuM Dry  CAt 
FooD  PLu #337

OFF

OFF

2 FREE
CANS OF 
PREMIUM
FUSSIE CAT FOOD2.8 Oz Tin  Black Label OnlyWith Any Purchase of Pet, Fish Food, or Supply PLU 349Limit: 1 Coupon Per Family          CHM

 EUKANUBA DRY DOG FOOD
•Large  •Medium   •Large
  Breed     Breed    Breed
  Adult 30 Lb 

$3799
   Adult 33 Lb 

$3899  
Puppy 33 Lb

$4199

Limit 2 Bags
Per Family

CAT FURNITURE
•Prevue Pet Products
•Ware •Alpine Tree
•C&D Products

20% OFF
OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

ASSORTED STYLES

BARKWORTHIES
ALL NATURAL
DOG CHEWS

•Bully Sticks •Antler Treats
*Super Food Jerky •Super Bones  

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES!

FELINE
GREENIES
CAT TREATS

(Smart Bites not Included)

$199

PET CLOTHING
SALE

•Fashion Brand •Outdoor Dog 
•Sweaters •Raincoats

•Coats •Jackets

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES!

TETRA FISH FOOD SALE
Tetrafin Goldfish 7.06 oz.  . . . . . . $7.99
Tetramin Staple 7.06 oz.  . . . . .$11.99
Tetra Color 7.06 oz.  . . . . .$11.99

MAMMOTH PET PRODUCTS
TIRE BITER PAW TRACKS

•Squeaky Freaks
•Soft Pet Toys
  All Varieties

20% OFF
OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

PET CLUB
FOOD AND SUPPLIES
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

Super Discount Prices*  Hot Specials & Coupons
*Short term promotions from vendors

(No Membership Fees)

We Only Accept ATM, Cash, & Checks   M-F 9-8, SAT 9-7, SUN 10-7   Effective 12/9/20 - 12/15/20 

2344 Sunrise Blvd.
Rancho Cordova, CA
916-635-5008 
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