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Their BID 1s a Win

[

Community leaders show their support for the BID renewal by cheering on Travis Kimball, Chairman of the Board, as he points

toward the future of the economic center of Citrus Heights. Photo by Paul Scholl

By Paul Scholl

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - Sunrise
Marketplace has become a destina-
tion shopping area over the years, but
it hasn’t been without a lot of hard
work and diligent leadership. With
many anchor stores, a clean environ-
ment, plenty of parking and inviting
signage, shoppers can get pretty much
anything they want in Citrus Heights.

On December 11, Kathilynn
Carpenter, Executive Director, and
the board of directors held an open
house to invite local businesses within
the district to stop by Sunrise Mall to
kick-off their campaign for a renewal
of the property-based business
improvement district. The current
term ends December 31, 2021.

The timeline for the renewal was
outlined at the event. It includes the
Draft Management District Plan
which happened in November, the
petition campaign, which starts in
January, and then a city council
hearing in May of 2020.

The petition must obtain signed
petitions from supporting property
owners totaling more than 50% of
the proposed total assessment.

A ballot and notice of public
hearing will be mailed in May. The
BID must receive more Yes ballots
than No ballots, and the ballots are
weighed by the assessment amount.

If the renewal campaign suc-
ceeds, adoption of the resolution
for formation will be heard by the
city council in June or July and will

renew for an additional 10 year
term.

Some of the community invest-
ments made by the district are the
Firefighters Burn Institute Fill the
Boot Drive raising over $2 million,
collecting over 131,000 toys and
20,000 coats for families in need,
1,100 back packs and school sup-
plies for underprivileged children,
and the donation of almost $1 mil-
lion in gift cards, cash, clothing and
other donations. They have held
over 500 events.

The current SMP BID has had
a long history of successes for the
community. You can read all about
them at Sunrisemarketplace.com.
Also see shopsmp.com to find out
more about the district stores. %

Angel Lover's Collection
Spreads Joy Throughout the World

Members of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League at Messiah Lutheran Church in Citrus Heights stand at tables with over

100 angels collected over 40 years by their friend, Marion Galbraith. Pastor Morris Stephen on the right. Photo provided by Elise Spleiss

By Elise Spleiss

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - Believers
from many faiths are looking for-
ward to being surrounded by angels

upon their death. However, Citrus
Heights resident Marion Galbraith
did not wait for that day. She sur-
rounded herself with angels in life,
and upon her death in 2018 left a

legacy of nearly 300 angels of all

kinds to her family and friends.
Marion began seriously collecting
angels in her early fifties, upon her
Continued on page 3

Adoption Event
Shares Joy,

But More Youth
Need Families

By Brenda Bongiorno,
Sacramento County

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - Sacramento
Superior Court and
Sacramento County
collaborated to host a
National Adoption Day
event at the William
R. Ridgeway Family
Relations Courthouse on
Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019.
By the end of this spe-
cial day, 54 children from
foster care finalized their
adoptions into 42 families
— each finding their for-
ever home.

“This has been a joy-
ous event for every child
and family. However,
right now, roughly 350
foster children still need
forever homes,” said,
Michelle Callejas, direc-
tor of the Sacramento
County Department of
Child, Family and Adult
Services. “This day is a
great reminder to com-
munity members that they
can become a resource or
adoptive parent and open
their homes and hearts to
foster youth in need.”

On the day of the event,
the courthouse, normally
serious, instead buzzed
with excitement and jubi-
lation of children excited
to embrace their new fam-
ilies. Suzzanne Goldwire,
a Resource Parent many
times, who after fostering
Jessi and Tianna for 10
months, celebrated at the
Adoption Day event with
hugs and poignant tears as
she took the final step to
welcome Jessi and Tianna
into their forever family
with the rest of her family
and grandchildren present
in support.

“Today 1is the day
I adopted Tianna and
Jessi. I've been foster-
ing them for 10 months...
and now we just made it
official and they fit right
in with my nine grand-
kids. It's important that
the kids know that they
can be loved even though
they are not your bio-
logical child,” said
Suzzanne. When asked
about the upcoming holi-
days, Suzzanne said, “I'm
excited about expand-
ing the family and having
everybody get together...
this Thanksgiving will
be extra special because
I've added two kids to
our family - and now they
are official with us - I'm
thankful for that.”

At the event when
asked about the process
to foster/adopt, Suzzanne
shared that the pro-
cess was easy and the
agency will walk peo-
ple through the process.
Data shows that outcomes
for foster youth improve

Continued on page 3

Read More at www_CitrusHelghtsNessenger.com
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New NASA Hubble Exhibit Launches
at the Aerospace Museum

By Emily Meyers,
Aerospace Museum of California

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The air is
cool and still. Lights from illuminated panels
give off an unearthly glow as the soft whine
of computers suspend the passing of time.
Hushed voices can be heard discussing star-
dust and light waves and the edge of charted
space. Have you stumbled upon a secret
governmental lab? A starship pulled from
science-fiction? No, you’re at the Aerospace
Museum of California, in the midst of the
official NASA Hubble Space Telescope
Traveling Exhibit!

Blast off to the Aerospace Museum this
holiday season and be a part of history as the
NASA Hubble Space Telescope Traveling
Exhibit debuts for the first time in California!
Experience the magnificence and mystery of
the Hubble Space Telescope and its unique
mission through interactive stations, guided
tours and engaging activities for explorers
of all ages! Visitors are invited to explore
the vast reaches of space through Hubble’s
iconic images, learn the history and purpose
of this technological marvel in a space station
environment, and look to the future of space
exploration with the James Webb Telescope.

The Exhibit features a 1:15 scale model
of the Hubble Space Telescope, a real-time
GeoSphere that displays earthly phenomena
and a collection of tools that have actually
flown into space to serve one of five servic-
ing missions Hubble has required since its
launch in 1990. Visitors will experience a
deeper appreciation for Hubble’s mission and

Carma Nebula s 'Mystlc Mountain' W|th|n
the tempestuous Carina Nebula. This three-
light-year-tall cosmic pinnacle, imaged by the
Hubble Space Telescope’s Wide Field Camera 3.
Image Credit by NASA, ESA, M. Livio and the Hubble 20th
Anniversary Team (STScl)

and beauty of space.

To promote STEM Education in the local
community, the Aerospace Museum has part-
nered with SMUD to contribute $25,000 in
sponsorships, transportation funding, teacher
memberships and educational resources for
local students in underserved communities
to experience this once-in-a-lifetime STEM
education opportunity.

The Aerospace Museum of California
is a private 501(c)(3) nonprofit foundation
located in McClellan, CA. Visitors experi-
ence aviation history and aerospace science
in an interactive setting. With a 4-acre air-
park and rotating exhibits, families engage
with STEM activities for all ages and let their
imaginations soar. The Aerospace Museum is
a Smithsonian Museum Affiliate and a North
American Reciprocal Museum (NARM)
member. For more information, visit their

Baby Baskets Needed for New
Moms at Sacramento Life Center

Donations Needed for Sacramento Life Center's
Baskets4Babies Drive Through Dec. 31

By Kristin Thébaud,
Kristin Thébaud Communications

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Local res-
idents can help low-income new moms in
Sacramento this holiday season through
the Sacramento Life Center’s annual
Baskets4Babies drive running through Dec.
31. The drive stocks the Sacramento Life
Center’s baby needs closet so the nonprofit
can provide a basket of needed items to every
patient who gives birth in 2020.

Donations can be made in any increment,
but $50 guarantees a new mother has every-
thing she needs to bring her baby home from
the hospital, including diapers, clothing, bot-
tles, formula, homemade blankets, bibs,
bathing supplies and more. A pledge of $50
per month guarantees a mother can return
each month for additional necessities as her
baby grows. Donations can be made online
at www.saclife.org or by texting saclife to
56651.

“One of the most overwhelming feelings
is learning that you’re pregnant and fear-
ing you won’t have the resources to care for
your vulnerable baby,” said Marie Leatherby,
executive director, Sacramento Life Center.
“Sometimes something as simple as a gift
of diapers and newborn clothes can give
expecting mothers the confidence that they
have a support system to help raise their
child. Baskets4Babies gives expecting moth-

A Sacramento Life Center patient receives
a baby basket in November. The center is
running its annual Baskets4Babies drive
through December. Photo courtesy Kristin Thébaud
Communications

here at the Sacramento Life Center and sup-
porters out in the community rooting for their
family.”

For more information about the
Sacramento Life Center’s Sac Valley
Pregnancy Clinic, visit www.svpclinic.com.
For more information about the Sacramento
Life Center or to make a donation, visit Www.

a sense of child-like wonder at the sheer size

website at AerospaceCA.org

% ers proof that they will always have a family

saclife.org. *

Board Approves Inspector General Candidate

By Kim Nava,
Sacramento County

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG)
- The Sacramento County Board
of Supervisors voted unanimously
to approve the selection of a new
Inspector General for Sacramento
County and for the County
Executive to begin contract negoti-
ations for Mark Evenson to serve in
that position.

“Following a nationwide search,
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I’m pleased to say that we have
identified a qualified candidate,”
said Board Chair and District Two
Supervisor Patrick Kennedy. “We
look forward to welcoming Mark
Evenson in his role as Inspector
General and his work in providing
good oversight and accountability.”

The Office of Inspector General
was created to facilitate the Board
of Supervisors’ responsibility to
oversee without interfering with the
Sheriff’s investigative or personnel
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deployment functions.

The Inspector General ensures
the integrity of the citizen com-
plaint process and the thoroughness
and fairness of related Sheriff’s
Department investigations, while
fostering positive relations with the
community. The Inspector General
works independently on items
detailed in the scope of services. In
addition, the Inspector General may
investigate other non-personnel
matters as requested by the County

FRESH PRODUCE

Executive or a majority of the
Board of Supervisors. The Inspector
General will present recommenda-
tions relating to these examinations
to the Board of Supervisors, County
Executive and the Sheriff.

Evenson is an experienced police
executive with 32 years of law
enforcement experience. Of those
years, 20 were in middle and senior
management levels, and 10 years
were as Chief of Police for the City
of Brentwood.
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Additionally, Evenson has exten-
sive experience as an Internal
Affairs investigator, a commander
and has demonstrated leadership
success in police accountability, cit-
izen complaint investigations and
community/police relations.

The Office of the Inspector
General is a contract position. A
start date for the Inspector General
will be announced when contract
negotiations are complete and there
is a signed contract. *
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Adoption Event Shares Joy,
But More Youth Need Families

Continued from page 1

greatly with the permanency of a fam-
ily. Resource parents and their families
make a vital and positive difference in
the lives of foster children by providing
love, parental care, guidance and sta-
bility to children until they can either
return to their parents or provide a per-
manent home through adoption or legal
guardianship. Anyone able to provide a
loving and affirming home can become a
resource parent — and there is a tremen-
dous need for resource families for teens,
LGBTQ youth, African-American chil-
dren, sibling sets, children with medical
needs, and emergency, short-term place-
ments and homes.

biological families is the primary
goal, when reunification is not possi-
ble, Sacramento County staff can help
resource parents to adopt or to provide
legal guardianship. Sacramento County
supports, trains and offers guidance,
resources and assistance to resource
families to make sure the journey is a
positive transition.

If you are interested in learning more
about becoming a resource family for
local foster children or an adoptive par-
ent, please attend the next Resource
Family/Adoptive Parent Orientation
or call (916) 875-5543 and visit the
Sacramento County Department of
Child, Family and Adult Services

While reuniting children with their

Resource Family web page. *

Honoring the Son of One
of Our Nation's Founders

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution honored William S. Hamilton at his
grave in the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery. Pictured, left to right: Ginger DeGregory, Janet
Fulton, Jane Russell, Andrea Dietze. Photo DAR

Daughters of the
American Revolution
Press Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
Chapter, National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution laid a wreath on
the Sacramento Historic City
Cemetery grave of William
S. Hamilton, son of Founding
Father Alexander Hamilton,
on December 9, 2019.
William S. Hamilton came to
California for the Gold Rush
and died in 1850 of cholera.
“It isn’t commonly known
that the son of one of our
Founding Fathers is buried
in Sacramento,” stated Emily

Browne, Chapter Regent,
of Carmichael. “The musi-
cal, Hamilton, introduced a
new generation to Alexander
Hamilton. We hope that
introduction creates inter-
est in learning more about
the men and women who
sacrificed everything for
the promise offered by the
United States of America,”
she continued. Janet Fulton,
Sacramento Chapter Historic
Preservation Committee
Chair, of Davis, added,
“The Sacramento Chapter
has maintained William S.
Hamilton’s grave for almost
100 years. It is located in
a beautiful cemetery, sur-
rounded by the graves of

Call

Natalie Miller
916.621.0833

FIRST TIME IN
CALIFORNIA!

NASA HUBBLE SPACE
TELESCOPE EXHIBIT

Exper]ence the mag’n‘uﬁcence and mystery of Hubble

California and Sacramento
pioneers. A visit to honor
William S. Hamilton can be a
fascinating adventure.”

The grave of William
S. Hamilton is found in
Hamilton Square within the
Sacramento Historic City
Cemetery, 1000 Broadway,
Sacramento.

The National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution was founded
in 1890 to promote his-
toric preservation, education
and patriotism. Its mem-
bers are descended from the
patriots who won American
independence during the
Revolutionary War. With
nearly 185,000 members in
approximately 3,000 chapters
worldwide, DAR is one of
the world's largest and most
active service organizations.
DAR members are com-
mitted to volunteer service
having served more than 12.5
million hours in communities
throughout the world dur-
ing the past three years. To
learn more about the work
of today's DAR, visit www.
DAR.org *

Angel Lover's Collection
Spreads Joy Throughout the World

Marion Galbraith. Photo proide
by Galbraith family

Continued from page 1
husband Art’s retirement
from Western Union where
he was a civil defense
contractor working as a
cryptography communi-
cator for the Strategic Air
Command during the Cold
War.

After many job-related
moves throughout the
United States, retirement
took Art and Marion,
with their son Alan to
Placerville and Corning.

The couple’s final move
was to Lakeview Village
Mobile Home Park in
2004. When Marion’s fam-
ily recently sold her home,
they discovered hundreds
of angels of all shapes
and sizes and materials.
Besides those she bought
new or found gently used,
many of the angels came to
her as gifts all year, many
from all over the country.
Besides Marion’s love of
her family and her angels,
she was devoted to her
church, Messiah Lutheran
in Citrus Heights and
its ladies mission orga-
nization, the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary
League. It was her wish
that some of her collec-
tion be donated to the
church for the craft group
and the LWML to use to
raise funds for their mis-
sion projects throughout
the region, state and world.
To honor her wishes,

a display of over 100 of
Marion’s unique, elegant
and beautiful angel items
was set up and offered
for donations on Sunday,
December 15, following
the church service. These
mementos include books,
stationary, crystal plates,
bowls, vases and candle
holders, coasters, dozens
of figurines, wall hang-
ings, Christmas and other
ornaments, vintage items,
and much more.

Items came in porcelain,
crystal, glass, wood, plas-
ter, brass, sea shells, lace,
rattan and straw.

Marion’s presence was
felt on that day, her ‘fel-
low grandma’ and good
friend, Linda Logue said
Marion would have been
honored and pleased that
the angels she loved in
life would do so much to
make life better for recipi-
ents of the donations after
her death. *

Community Gets a Big Thanks
for Holiday Referral Program Response

Offlcer Spencer, Officer Mitchell, and Sergeant Garmg at Sunrlse Mall with gifts donated by the
community for the 2019 Holiday Referral program. Photo courtesy of CHPD

By Elise Spleiss

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG)
- Thursday, December 19th
saw the culmination of
the six-week 2019 Citrus
Heights Holiday Referral
Program, as dozens of eager
families descended on a
room at the Sunrise Mall to
‘shop’ for their children’s
Christmas toys, stuffed ani-
mals and other presents.
For many these gifts will
be the only they receive for
Christmas.

It was also the day several
specially chosen families
living in low-income neigh-
borhoods including Sayonara
Drive received a welcomed
visit from the Citrus Heights
Police Department (CHPD),
who came bearing gifts and
other needed household
items on the family’s holi-
day wish list. Police staff,
city officials and members
of the community joined in
the fun, greeting the families
and sharing in their joy, often

Tickets at
aerospaceca.org

Dozens of coIorfuI cuddly stuffed anlmals collected by

residents of Lakeview Village Mobile Home Park found forever
homes with families participating in the Holiday Referral

Program. Photo courtesy of CHPD

accompanied by tears.

The Holiday Referral pro-
gram has grown rapidly
since the police department
became responsible for its
organization and super-
vision. It now runs like a
well-oiled machine. This
year the ever-growing list
of businesses, non-profits,
schools, churches, restau-
rants and individuals who
have stepped forward to help
others is so long it can only
be described as “almost end-
less”. It is all these people

coming together that makes
it happen each year.

Larissa Wasilevsky with
the CHPD said in an email,
“we so appreciate the out-
pouring of support from the
entire community!” She indi-
cated that special thanks go to
the partners who have worked
so hard this year including the
CHPD, Sunrise Marketplace,
Sunrise Mall, City of Citrus
Heights and its many depart-
ments, CH Chamber of
Commerce, CH Rotary and
CH Soroptimist. *

SAVE %5

Get 55 off each
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916.643.3192



4 - CITRUS HEIGHTS MESSENGER

DECEMBER 20, 2019

by Bryan Golden

“Logic will get you from
A to B. Imagination will
take you everywhere.”

— Albert Einstein

When you are planning
your next vacation, will you
imagine where you want to
go and what you would like
to do there? Can you see
yourself at your dream des-
tination? Are you able to
imagine how nice your trip
will be? Do you find your
desire to start your vacation
grows as you imagine how
great it will be to get away?

Everything you do,
and everything you have,
begins with imagination.
Imagination creates desire
which then motivates you
to take action. It’s what you
imagine which creates your
path through life.

We are all born with the
ability to imagine. Just watch
kids using their imagina-
tion while playing. Or think
back on you own childhood
experiences. Children are
constantly imagining various
scenarios and roles for them-
selves. They can entertain
themselves with simple toys;
even just some sticks, string,
or empty boxes will feed their
imagination. Children also
imagine what they want to be
when they grow up.

You can imagine virtually
anything. Imagination frees
you from limitations. Vivid
imagination causes your brain
to experience virtually the
same sensations as if it were
real. Imagination programs
your mind to transform your
imagination to reality.

)’ It All Starts
with Imagination

Dare to Live Without Limits

S

Everything ever invented,
created, or discovered, began
as someone’s imagination.
Steve Jobs, the cofounder
of Apple, was able to imag-
ine technology which, up
to that point, never existed.
The iPhone alone ushered in
a totally new generation of
electronics.

Besides his ground break-
ing animated movies, Walt
Disney imagined exactly
what Disney Land and
Disney World would look
like when completed on the
vacant land he had purchased.
Disney is a quintessential
example of the awesome
power of imagination.

Thomas Edison used his
imagination to envision the
dozens of inventions which
he then created. Just like all
other inventors, Edison pro-
duced things which began in
his imagination.

Your imagination is pow-
erful. Not only is it the
starting point for all of your
accomplishments, you can
only achieve what you first
imagine. The more vivid and
detailed your imagination, the
more potent it is.

Imagination stimulates
intellectual growth by contin-
ually exercising your mind.
Imagination sparks creativity
as you explore endless possi-
bilities. Your imagination has
no constraints. Your imagina-
tion can be a stress reducing
escape where you experience
whatever relaxing circum-
stances you choose.

Imagination is an essen-
tial problem solving tool.

You imagine, and mentally
test, numerous solutions.
Various what-if scenarios
can be explored. Using your
imagination gets you think-
ing about what you should
do next. It prevents impulsive
decision making which tends
to worsen situations.

Imagination is a power-
ful achievement tool which
directs your mind toward suc-
cess. In your imagination you
create a mental movie with
whatever plot and ending you
desire. This script becomes
a source for motivation and
action. Your mind will only
achieve what you believe.

As you repeatedly view
your mental success movie,
your brain becomes primed
to take the necessary action
required. This action step is
essential for converting your
imagination into reality.

Harness the power of your
imagination. Free your imag-
ination to picture whatever
life you want. Don’t impose
any constraints. There are no
limitations. Your age doesn’t
matter. All that’s important is
where you want to go from
where you are now.

It all starts with imagina-
tion but must be followed by
action. Create a step by step
plan to reach your objective.
Any roadblocks you encoun-
ter can be overcome. If you
stumble and fall, get back up.
Success requires imagination.

NOW AVAILABLE:
“Dare to Live Without
Limits” the book. Visit www.
BryanGolden.com or your
bookstore. Bryan is a manage-
ment consultant, motivational
speaker, author, and adjunct-
professor. E-mail Bryan at
bryan@columnist.com or
write him c/o this paper. ©
2017 Bryan Golden *

By Marlys Johnsen
Norris, Christian Author

The Holy Word of God is
our guidebook to help us learn
and know our Creator/God and
begin our lifetime journey to
know and to live in His Perfect
Will for our Life. The Bible
is not a book one can pick up
occasionally because there is
just too much to learn. God’s
design for life may appear to
be one of a simple faith but the
more one learns and grasps the
depth of its words, one realizes
the magnificent magnanimous
loving plan God has designed
for everyone’s life to know
His intimate and personal love
for them.

There are certain things that
will never change about liv-
ing our lives because God is
our Creator and His instruc-
tions never change. There is a
Biblical based conviction that
comes in knowing right from
wrong. Living by those con-
victions create right living that
God will always honor. They
help us just like a rudder on
a ship helps the movement of
the ship go the right way.

Men and women through-
out the Bible lived by their
convictions and they were
blessed of God. One should
never compromise those valu-
able convictions! All right and
wrong beliefs will be tested!
One needs to stand by their
good convictions making a
decision to follow Biblical

The Majesty Of God -
Merry Christmas 2019!!!

absolutes which is God’s pos-
itive design for living the
abundant life He promises.
Disregarding them always
results in tragic consequences.

“For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

One of the beginnings of
faith is to surrender one’s life
completely into the hand of
God and make a decision to
know and love Him. One can
be “born-again” by accept-
ing His Beloved Son, Jesus as
Savior and Lord of their life.
Savior means one recognizes
that they have made many poor
decisions in their lives and
sinned. Jesus came and died
paying the supreme sacrifice of
His life to purchase and redeem
everyone of us from our sinful
acts and the wrath of God.

Therefore, Let us present
our bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is our reasonable ser-
vice. Be not conformed to this
world’s ways; but be trans-
formed by the renewing of our
mind, so that we may prove
- what is the good and accept-
able perfect will of God!
Through the loving grace and
mercy of God available unto
every man, not to think of him-
self more highly than he ought
to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith.
(Ref. Romans 12:1-3) Some
may think so, --- but No one is
smarter than God!

Just about the time we do
think we have learned all - we
find out that we are begin-
ning a new era of maturity to
learn even more in our walk
with God. He knows that we

can only retain so much at a
time and we aren’t even smart
enough to realize that! Haven’t
we all observed people who
have professed their faith and
challenged us on our journey
to know God? Often it comes
through a pastor’s message in
church at a time we sincerely
believe we have matured in
our journey — then, another big
surprise as new insight comes
to us. God is patient and non
judgmental. He knows just the
right time when our hearing is
at a peak and we are ready to
learn more!

Everyone needs to project
their thoughts and actions on
their eventual death and liv-
ing in eternity. Where will we
end up? One day every one
will give an account to God
our Father of the decisions and
events our lives have made.
“That every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give an
account thereof in the day of
judgment.” (Matthew 11:36)
Realistically thinking about
eternity now, will bring about
the right resolve regardless of
the trials and circumstances one
faces at the end of a lifetime.
“Now faith isconfidence in what
we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.”
(Hebrews 11:1) This is what
the ancients were commended
in Old Testament times. We
must realize that Jehovah God
is much much more than any of
us have realized. Thank Him as
you celebrate the birth of God’s
Beloved Son, Jesus!

Marlys Johnsen Norris
Christian Author, Teacher
Stephen’s Minister
Marlysjn@ gmail.com
PO Box 114
Orangevale, CA 95662 *

www.nbc4u.org | (916)992-1997

YOU'RE INVITED!

Sundays 10:00a.m.
A Purpose Driven Church
“We do Church Differently”

By Pastor Ray Dare

One of the fastest grow-
ing crimes in the world
today is Identify theft. The
truth is we’ve all had our
identity stolen. Who you
were made to be - gone.
Sometimes your identity
is stolen by your parents,
they want you to be some-
one you’re not. Sometimes
your identity can be stolen
by friends, co-workers,
peers or employers.
Sometimes your iden-
tity is stolen by problems
or hurts. Sometimes your
identity is stolen by soci-
ety, by culture, by the
media that says you’re
supposed to act and think
a certain way. You end up
being pressured to con-
form to culture rather than
being who God made you
to be.

In 2020 everyone is
supposed to get a REAL
ID from DMV. But your
Real ID, you get from
the one who made you
and thought you up in
the first place. You get it
from God. The Bible says
— 2 Corinthians 5 “When

Pastor Raye

Encouraging Words
Your REALID

someone accepts Christ he
becomes a brand new per-
son inside. He is not the
same anymore. A new life
has begun!” Jesus called
it being born again. It’s
like not turning over a
new leaf — you get a whole
new life. You get a whole
new ID.

What does that mean?
Does that mean that now
you’re perfect? That now
you never sin? Of course
not! It just means you’re
not identified by your sin.
You’re not identified by
your past. You have a new
identity. You are a child of
God. It’s new, it’s true and
it’s permanent.

One of the biggest mis-
takes people make is they
let their failures define
them. They let their fears
define them. They let their
faults define them. They
let their sins and their
struggles define them. But
that verse says, “He is not
the same anymore.” The
old has passed away, the
new has come. You are
not identified by sins. You
are not identified by past
hurts. You are not iden-
tified by your weakness.
Your illness is not your
identity. You are a child of
God. That’s your new true

identity. That is your Real
ID.

All growing up you
heard lies, people say-
ing, “You’re never going
to amount to anything.
Who do you think you
are? Why can’t you be
like your brother? You’re
worthless. You’re too old.
You’re too young. You’re
too fat. You’re too ugly.
Not good enough.” And
on and on and on. You’ve
heard these voices over
and over and over. Don’t
you believe them!

The starting point to
your new identity is this:
You’ve got to stop seeing
yourself the way every-
body else sees you. And
you’ve got to start see-
ing yourself the way God
sees you. You’ve got to
stop listening to the lies
of the world and you’ve
got to start listening to the
truth of the Word, what
God says about you. He
knows what he made you
to be. You’ve got to stop
listening to the lies and
start listening to the Truth;
God’s word, the Bible.

Pastor Ray

New Beginnings Church
10am Sundays,

You’re invited!

www.NBC4U.org *

\Where Does Santa Get His Naughty or Nice List?

Dr. James L. Snyder

This week the Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
approached me with a seri-
ous question.

As far as I am concerned,
life is full of questions, but
coming from her, I need to
be very careful. I have found
out that a question with her
is not merely a question. It
can be a whole lot more than
that with multiple layers.

If T do not understand
her question, my answer is
going to get me into trouble.
Believe me; I know what
trouble is all about.

However, the question
posed to me by the Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
was, “Are you on Santa’s
naughty or nice list this
year?”

Precisely, what does it
mean to be naughty from
Santa’s point of view?

For a moment, the temp-
tation danced in my mind to
ask my wife about this, but I
was sure if I did, she would
tell me and tell me more than
I actually wanted to know.

I tried reflecting over the
year to see if there was any
indication that I crossed the
line somewhere into the
naughty area. I could not
think of any, but I am sure I
was overlooking something.

o gy

The thing I try to fig-
ure out is, how do I get on
his nice list? Is there some-
thing I can do to get off the
naughty list? I am open to all
kinds of suggestions here.

I must confess there are
times when I lean toward the
naughty. I hope Santa never
sees me in that stage of my
life. More importantly, I
hope my wife never sees me
at that stage.

Naughty, for me, is doing
something behind my wife’s
back. For instance: eating
an Apple Fritter is best done
behind my wife’s back. If
she sees me eating an Apple
Fritter, she will remind me
that it is not on my diet.

When she says, “my diet,”
she is referring to her diet
imposed upon me. If you
look at my diet, it includes
Apple Fritters and a whole
lot more not on hers.

Personally, I do not con-
sider it naughty to eat
according to my diet. I do
not know of anything nicer
than sitting down with a nice
hot cup of coffee and a fresh
Apple Fritter. Then, it is a lot
nicer when I am not caught.

As to the question, am I
on Santa's naughty or nice
list, I am not quite sure. All
year long, I tried to stay out
of the naughty and focus on
the nice. I must confess it is

The Bible.

Come and Experience
God's Amazing Grace

Come grow with us at Grace Baptist Church
where the Old Time Gospel Message is still
preached and God-Honoring music is still sung.
Crace Baptist still stands on the Principles,
Doctrines and Separation, found and taught in

SERVICE SCHEDULES

Sunday Schools (Al Ages)... 9:45 am
Sunday Worship.............
Sunday Evening......ccoo....

Wednesday Evening....

difficult trying to focus on
being nice when naughty
comes so much easier.

So, to answer my wife's
question, I simply said, “I
believe I'm on his nice list
this year.”

She simply looked at me
with one of “those looks”
and I knew that her belief
and my belief were on dif-
ferent pages.

I thought about what I
read in the Bible a cou-
ple of days ago. Something
King Solomon said. “That
thou mayest walk in the
way of good men, and keep
the paths of the righteous”
(Proverbs 2:20).

The important thing is
not if I'm naughty or nice
or if I'm on Santa’s list. The
important thing is to sur-
round myself with “good
men.” The companions I
keep are the ones that will
help me walk in the path of
righteousness.

Dr. James L. Snyder is
pastor of the Family of God
Fellowship, PO Box 831313,
Ocala, FL 34483. He lives
with the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at
1-866-552-2543 or e-mail
Jjamessnyder2 @att.net. His
web site is www.jamessny-
derministries.com. *

11:00 am

6724-Palm Avenue, Fair Oaks, CA 95628
(Located one block South of Madison; just East of Dewey)
PASTOR CHARLES CARTER

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION (916) 967-3915 WWW.GBCFAIROAKS.NET
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WEEKLY COMICS

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps ~ The Spats by Jeff Pickering
FIRST LET ME START = ] o ALLOF MINE N\, —
TEAR SANTA BY SAYING T CAN i S5 GOODBYE.

EXPLAIN...

by Gary Kopervas — yyeyy 1 DO IT EVERY TIME BY AL SCADUTO
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DEAR, WHEN IT COMES TO MY DIET,
I WANT YOU TO KNOW YOU'RE

ﬁWEEGME TO BE A BIT LESS SUPPORTIVE.
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“Do you mind? | just had to sit down for a

“Here's a list of Santa Claus threats.” fiinute or two.®

Crossword Puzzle on Page 7

VIX|0O|<

0|0

Classified Sudoku Puzzle on Page 7 ¢ 3415 Mayhew Road Sacramento, CA 95827 ¢
WU [7TTeJz[eTeeTTa] | | ENRICHING THE LIVES OF SENIORS
sell Your Suf? || [2]2[3]1]5]8]6]9]7 THROUGH ENGAGING ACTIVITIES!!
Reach 1000’s of 1 [
Readers Every Week! 0|8124911]41713]6
P ::’ ‘31 ; 2 Z’ ? ; i 2 Staying socially active can benefit seniors in many ways!!
ME,G) 9111614171213181]5 ¢ Enhanced Mental Health @ Increased Cognitive Functioning
317181519114 16]2 ¢ Improved Physical Health  ® Sense of Belonging/Purpose
916-773-1111 2151413861971 o Better Self Esteem ® All Day-Every Day Activities

DLEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?
We Can Do That!

o 916-773-111

hlich

J

Contact us today for more information on Golden Pond Senior Living and
our Life Enrichment Programs designed to combat social isolation.

s 310.909.8967 @06
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Superior Landscape Services
Landscaping and Maintenance

Insured
Lic#794551

= Sprinkler Repair/install * Pruning
* Mowing/Trimming = Fertilizing

(916) 728-5812 « Cell (916) 761-0999
Dave Cochran Owner * dave_SLS@surewest.net

supply,

Beauty CONSULTANT

74 ACRE NORTHERN ARIZONA WILDERNESS RANCH $325 PER
MONTH - Outstanding buy on quiet secluded off grid northern Arizona
homestead at cool -clear 6,300 elev. Lush grassy meadowland with
sweeping views of surrounding mountains and valleys. Borders 640
acres of uninhabited State Trust woodlands. Abundant groundwater
rich loam garden soil, ideal climate. No urban noise & dark
sky nights amid complete privacy & solitude. Camping and RV ok.
Maintained road access. $35,800, $3,580 down with no qualifying
seller financing. Free brochure with additional properties, prices
& descriptions, photos/terrain maps/weather data/ nearby town &
fishing lake info. 1st United Realty (602) 264-0000.

(Cal-SCAN)

DETOX (916) %65-3386

LIVING
CSTL, Inc.

HELPING FEOPLE AND THE COMMUNITY WITH

IHE ALCOHOL AND DRUG PROBLEM!
15 YEARS TN BUSINESS!

SOBER LIVING (%16) #61-2691

Natalie Miller

millernatalic2®@yvahoo.com

W

916.621.0833

Independent Beauty Consultant

narvkay.com/nmiller9a2s

a Complimentary Faclal

MARY KAY.

LET’S FACE IT!\ |

Some jobs are just too
big to do-it-yourself! \\
Whatever it is that you need dEII'I.E.; Rt
Call A meessionalf'._:i \j
Check out the advertisers

on this page. They are
waiting to hear from you!

We’'d love to help
your business
connect “—’itl]l

Fitness/Yoga Landscaping

Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional
cleanup & maintain the value of
your home! Set an appt today!
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance  Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript  submissions  currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Orlando + Daytona Beach Florida
Vacation! Enjoy 7 Days and 6
Nights with Hertz, Enterprise or
Alamo Car Rental Included - Only
$298.00. 12 months to use 1-866-
903-7520.  (24/7)  (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT
OR RV to receive a major tax
deduction. Help homeless pets.
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and
Pickup. LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

CALL
916 773-1111
TO ADVERTISE

IN YOUR
LOCAL
HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER

CoMPUTER SERVICES
: Z insky's
PC Configurations

P igpar ®
* raiglofion, * Viri &

Soyrwors Enadioclion
Alon Tinaky = |
Phone: 918-427-224% a7
Tranfig@sbeglobal nef
B L, B LA R Beg SRT0

www.zinsk ysperepair.com

Property is under
construction and will

soon have 1,23, & 4
bedroom units for rent!

The Housing Authanty of the
County of Buthe is currantly
accepling applications for its
Farm Labor Housing
property in Gridley, CA We
hawe 2 Bd. units available at
this tima, Rental assistance
5 available and provided by
LISDA Rural Development
for those that meet USDA
Rural Development
guidelines. For mare
nformation contact our
office at (530) B95-4474 or
TDD 1-800-735-2929
“The Housing Authodity of the
Coupty of Butte i an Equal

Opportunity Employer and
Housing Provider™

A=

Your Fitness Genie

e
s

FREE Fitness
Goal Planner

Age Well

In Place

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

{9 Be Active, Call Today! [J
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com
(916)768-8767
Financial Services
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt

free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)

Struggling  With  Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New
relief programs can reduce your
payments. Leam your options.
Good credit not necessary. Call
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastem) (Cal-SCAN

Handyman

|
I

A Quality
Home
Maintenance

Hauling

Gutters Cleaned
Yardwork

One Time Lawn
Mowing

You Name It!

Scott Lehman
Gutter Dog

(916) 613-8359

Health & Medical

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentratorl No more heavy
tanks and refills! Guaranteed
Lowest Prices! Call the
Oxygen Concentrator Store:
1-844-653-7402  (Cal-SCAN)

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet, and
a lifetime warranty on the tub
and installaion! Call us at
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION:
USERS! The NEW Inogen
One G5. 16 flow settings.
Designed for 24 hour oxygen
use. Compact and Lightweight.
Get a Free Info kit today:
1-844-359-3976  (Cal-SCAN)

Classified

OXYGEN

Advertising

916-73-1111

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental
Insurance. We have the best rates
from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Suffering  from an  ADDICTION
to Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription
PainKillers  or  other  DRUGS?
There is hope! Call Today to
speak with someone who cares.
Cal NOW  1-855-399-8803

ATTENTION  DIABETICS! Save
money on your diabetic supplies!
Convenient home shipping for mon-
itors, test strips, insulin pumps, cath-
eters and more! To leam more, call
now! 1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,
Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrate Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial
American Landscape Design
b Instalation, Est 1987

Amerpcan Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA K MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#tass

Fall clean up. Mow,
weed, prun, haul, rock,
bark, and gutters. 916
205-9310 916 688-9310.

GOT LOCAL NEWS?

Call 916 773-1111

—
MP

Messenger Publishing Group

Local Classified

Pets/Animals

Call Madeline

Professional, Loving

PET SITTING

*Established Reputation
*Kennel Free
*Lots of TLC
*Happy & Safe Enviroment
*Affordable Rate

(916) 723-1608

DOG RESCUE
Gary

(916) 3342841
Please
Adopt or Foster
Because so many really
great dogs are dying
for a good home...

ShelterMOU

(@hotmail.com

Roofing

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic#817945 35 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.hernardinoroofing.com

Lawn & Garden
I.]  FREE ESTIMATES
N Affordable Prices
*Clean-up *Valve
Repair & Installation
* Tree Trimming
* Muich, Sod & ‘
I

“\'-l:-.i\\_:}.

— 2 Sprinkler Repail
& Installation

Miscellaneous

ELIMINATE ~ ROACHES &
RATS-GUARANTEED! Buy
Harris Baits, Sprays, or Trz%ps.
Available: Hardware Stores, The
Home Depot, homedepot.com.

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentratorl ~ No more heavy
tanks and refills! Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Callthe Oxygen Concentrator
Store: 1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)

HARRIS DIATOMACEQUS
EARTH FOOD GRADE 100%.
OMRI Listed. Available: Hardware
Stores, The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com (Cal-SCAN)

HALL RENTALS
VFW Post 6158
: ‘-""1 -

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663

viw6158.org/rent-our-hall/
Call or come by

Music Lessons

Guitar Lessons - Beginner to
Advanced. $10/half hour. $15/hour.
freddiebbalbert! @yahoo.com.
530-263-6926  (MPG 12-31-19)

Classified

Advertising
916 773-1111

AIRLINE CAREERS Start
Here — Get trained as FAA
certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified
students. Job  placement
assistance.  Call  Aviation
Institute  of  Maintenance
877-205-4138.  (Cal-SCAN)

Senior Living

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral service.
Contact our trusted,local ex-
perts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

Tax Services

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR
MORE ON YOUR TAXES?
Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, & re-
solve tax debt FAST. Call
855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified

Advertising
916 773-1111

BP TREE
SERCES LLC.

| =

= =

TREE & STUMP REMOVA
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
Insured. Workman's comp. Aroarit

96-122-632

BPTreeServices.com
VISA/MASTER CARD

Calfomia Contractors L #1036031

Work Wanted
do garage and house organiz-

ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. | will juice fruit
and vegetable juices in your home.
| do respite home health work-
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim,
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-19)

Wanted

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST
CASH - Any Condition. Family
owned & Operated Same
day offer! (951) 7772518
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.
COoM (Cal-SCAN)

LET US

25 words/ 245+ papers

Iy Clasaid
25 words, 41 papers/7 days
CLASSIFIED COMBO
25 words/ 282+ papers
DISPLAY - Communit
140+ papess
Shzes: 22, 24, 2u5; Inbi

SAVE YOU TIME & MONEY

REACH 75+ MILLION READERS W

15160022 Statewide

TH ONE ORDER, ONE BILL
1x 5650 Stabewids

435 North/ 5485 Sauth

7 days §995

SESO Mo rth SES0 South

& days §1.200

Siewide

21,240 222 Mo.; §1.240 12 30,

x

IF YOU'RE READING THI?
SO ARE YOUR CUSTOMERS

Advertise Your Business Here
CALL 916-773-1111

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $$88 to lend on
California Real Estate*

V/LP.TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 35 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

rcsa (1 8) 248-0000 e

I VIPLOAK.COM it sty o m i
el Estat License 401041073 CA Departmentof Real state NHLS #339247

et e o e e e B e e

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE  $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company  www.viploan.com
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

LEGAL ADS FOR
SACRAMENTO
COUNTY?

NOTICE TO READERS
California  law  requires that
contractors ~ taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.
State law also requires that
contractors include their license
numbers on all advertising. Check
your conractor’s status at www.
cslb.cagov or  800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

DISCLAIMER
Be wary of out of area companies.
Check with the local Better
Business Bureau before you
send any money for fees or
services. Read and understand
any  contracts before  you
sign. Shop around for rates.

Call
916 483-2299

WE
SUPPORT
QUR
MILITARY

“Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

Boa\:l.l:"
“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-B0AT

(2628)

www.boatangel.com

\ sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN

Advertising
Sell Your
Stuff!
Reach
1000’s of
Readers
Every
Week!

MPG
CALL

916 773-1111

I F

WE BUY TRUST DEEDS

And $$$$ to lend on
California Real Estate*
V.L.P, TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 33 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM sufficient equity requiresd - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional discount loans

Ends near Cleveland Airport.

East Coast Tour:
June 24-July 4, 2020
See 7 MLB Games in 11 days at Boston,
Cleveland, Philadelphia, Washington DC,
Baltimore & New York (Yankees & Mets). :
Included: Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, :

: Wrigley Field Experience Tour
: Day and night game at Wrigley Field, in addition to Field of Dreams

movie site and game at Minnesota Twins. August 18-21
Tour begins/Ends near Minneapolis International Airport
§1,100/person based on double hotel occupancy

Coach Bus Trip. Quality Game Tickets & Hotels
Free brochure: 507.217.1326

Guided Tour of NYC and free day in Manhattan. :

Hotel near Times Square two nights.
Tour begins near Baltimore International Airport/

$2,650/person based on double hotel occupancy

Southern Swing Tour
See 4 MLB Games in 6 days at brand new Texas Rangers field,
Houston & Atlanta. Free afternoor in New Orleans. July 24-29
Tour begins near Dallas/FtWorth International Airport/
Ends near Atlanta Airport
§$1,400/person based on double hotel occupancy

~BASEBALL...
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢ HAPPY HOLIDAYS

CLUES '_ b il

ACROSS

1. Taken where?

6. Vegas bandit's body part
9. Titian's Venus or Collier's

Godiva

13. Indian metropolis

14. Flapper's neckwear

15. E-cigarette output

16. Galsworthy's “The
Forsyte " pl.

17. Bovine hangout

18. UV light absorber

19. *Scrooge’s late partner
21. *December 26th, a.k.a.
___ Day

23. Ideas worth spreading,
acr.

24. Great deal

25. *Like Santa’s suit
28."__ lasVegas,”

Presley song

30. 1/100th of a ruble
35. Pupil's place

37. *Sleigh bell sound

39. Fairytale dust-sprinkler
40. German Mrs.

41, Chose between
competitors

43. Type of ballistic missile,

acr.
44. Not a gregarious one

46. Castaway's home
47. Fungal spore sacs
48. Pencil end, often

50.__ -a-Sketch
52. Summer color o Ear
53. Cuckoo Dnl:‘ s "'t_
55.“___ theramparts...” .
57. *Santa’s call B EST
60. *Welcoming holiday

r_< hnology..

decor

63. Bird of prey’s hunting tool
64. 16th birthday gift?

66. Engages the services

68. Skirt shape

69. Beehive State native

L
“,.

CALL TODAY Savve 20%S

1-888-416-7103

Smart HD OVR
~Waith g
Gt b
-

Uipgrack o the Hopger 3

Add High Spcc" Indermiet

*1423

Why Not Budget
and Save?

Dear Dave,

I’ve never heard you talk
about store layaway pro-
grams. With Christmas
coming, I wanted to ask
your opinion of using lay-
away for buying gifts.

—Meg

Dear Meg,

If you know me, you
probably have a good idea
what’s coming next. I'm
not a huge fan of layaway
programs, because they’re
not the answer to a prob-
lem. I mean, Christmas
comes at the same time
every year. It’s not like it

Dave Ramsey Says

snuck up on you. What’s
wrong with just saving up
money for Christmas ahead
of time?

Here’s a good rule of
thumb: if you don’t have
the money on hand, you
can’t afford it. Now, some-
times there are instances
when certain popular items
are on sale, and you can take
advantage of them through
layaway if you don’t have
enough cash at that very
moment. I don’t have a
huge problem with this
sort of thing, as long as it’s
not habitual behavior, and
you’re already saving money
and living on a budget. Still,
I would never, ever recom-
mend using a layaway plan
with fees attached.

It may be too late to bud-
get for this Christmas, but
I want you to make plans
to start living on a writ-
ten, monthly budget in
January. Make it a resolu-
tion! Give every dollar a

name, on paper, before the
upcoming month begins.
You can include Christmas
spending in those monthly
budgets, too. If you set
aside a little bit each month
from January until next
December, you won’t have
to worry about layaways or
Christmas debt.

Remember, Christmas is
about God and it’s about
love. There are many,
many ways to bless people
and make them happy with-
out overextending yourself
financially!

Dave Ramsey is CEO of
Ramsey Solutions. He has
authored seven best-selling
books, including The Total
Money Makeover. The Dave
Ramsey Show is heard by
more than 14 million listen-
ers each week on 600 radio
stations and multiple digi-
tal platforms. Follow Dave
on the web at daveramsey.
com and on Twitter at @
DaveRamsey. *

MONTHLY MEETING OF MILITARY RETIREES/SPOUSES:

Our next monthly meeting

70.Bikini, e.g s e g - -
71. Bibliophile’s concern, S TE—aeree e e . Janua ry 9th, 2020 3
sing. at
72.D.C. bigwig © SuatePoant Media — . ° —
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readers for just $9.99! (916)- 773-1111 MPG)

we wave e LOWEST PRICES on FRISKIES ... or FANCY FEAST ..,

*Compared to All Chain and Local Stores

We Beat Almost All Online Prices on Premium Brand Pet Foods.
Including Blue Buffalo, Chicken Soup, Earth Born, Diamond Naturals, Pinnacle, Taste of the Wild, & Royal Canin.

PET CLUB

Sportsman
Warehouse
Smart
& Final

evmn
Sunun

|- Zinfandel Dr
[\ s 50

N
T

s”NﬁISE Bl

FOOD AND SUPPLIES

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
Super Discount Prices* Hot Specials & Coupons
*Short term promotions from vendors.
o embership Fees)

Rancho Cordova, CA

2344 Sunrise Blvd 318 N Sunrise Blvd.
916-635-5008 916-781-8500

Leag Hm Bly dé'

Douglas Blvd

Roseville, CA

We Only Accept ATM, Cash, & Checks M-F 9-8, SAT 9-7, SUN 10-7 Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19

Look for Advertised Sale Items Everyweek at www.pel'clubsl-ores.com

'BLUE BUFFALO '

1

1

1 DRY DOG FOOD

I eChicken (Reg. $13.00 Off) 30 Lb Bag
1 ® Chicken (Large Breed) *Fish & Sweet

I Potato (Reg & Lrg Breed) *Puppy (Reg
1
1
1
1
1
1

& Lrg Breed)
eSenior (Re
& Lr Bree'
eLamb & Rice  Our Regular Low Prices! '-“'“" 2 B°95

eHealthy Weight Per Family

INA'I'I.II!AI. BALANCE'
DRY DOG FOOD !

eUltra Grain Free 24 Lb.
ePotato & Duck 26 Lb.
eFat Dog 28 Lb. *Vegetarian 28 Lb.

Our Super Low Prices

$5 OFF '

P COUPON-—__

$2500|= ¥ FR

NY PuRrc
OF PET ok o $7.00 or

(Excludin,
A iCannof be u?ed in
¢ similar dollar or

:MERRICK’S'
GRAIN FREE
DRY DOG FOOD

eChicken/Sweet Potato ®Duck/Sweet
Potato *Buffalo/Sweet Potato ®Salmon/
Sweet Potato ®Venison/Sweet Potato

10 oFF

OUR REGULAR LOW PRICE!

1

1

1

1

I 25 1b Bag
I' Limit 2 Bag
1

1

Limit: 1 Coy
" Effective 12/1

T OR FisH SUPPuE
Pet Food or Litter) s '
conjunction with I

cHmM 1] 99¢
Pon Per Family | wn . g

8/19-12/24/10 = o

Limit 2 Bags
Per Family

r---'COUPONI—-_.I

sl-"ET BO
rxlﬂs'lzi #00201 or #000A1

fish food

Valve PpL
Limit: 1 C U 338

ective 12/18/19

PURINA
KIT N’ KABOODLE
DRY CAT FOOD

EE
E NESS
WL

y purchase of pet,

od or supply. Limit 1.
CHM
oupon Per Family

- 12/24/19 - o

$949

1
1
1
1
16 Lb Bag |
1
1
1
1
1

Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19
| rRICI/IrE DIIEEET | | RECCRE SR || aupeaey ommmmgae | | BEE ool EREEERSY |
! FRISKIES BUFFET L FUSSIE CAT |\ TIDY CATS .  HI-COUNTRY .
' CANNED CAT FOOD ! | PREMIUM 11 SCOOPABLE I I WILD BIRD SEED !
" 5.5 Oz i 1 CANNED CAT FOOD 1 | CAT LITTER 1o 20 Lb Bag 1
1 All Varieties ' | Black Label 11 20 Lb Jug 11 (K , 20 Lbs - $8.99) |
1 1 Gold Label 2.8 Oz. I 1 eRegular I 1 (Audubon Friends, 20 Lbs - $5.99) |
=2 ON SALE | iz 5 ON SALE:! -
' Coses e ON SALE iz e ¥y «<-1-F
: Per Family Everydqy : I Per Family 11 Per Family Everyduy | 1 Per Family 1
1 Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 1 !. Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 1 !. Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 ‘I !. Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 1
L R R R R R N N R N R R R R R R R R R R R R TR R R R R T TR R R e
MERRICK”’S EVERCLEAN WELLNESS Full Case
GOURMET CANNED DOG FOOD o + .EREMIUM CAT LITTER, ° .. SANNED CAT FOOD _
13.2 Oz All Varieties Limit 2 cases o“ s“ Ie 25 Lb.n;c::'eLimlt 2 \I;ererses font Weight { ) 1 29 ;T;w';g::;:ler: Selseede:lgorZoSr.lgeéz Limit 1 Case 2 o /° LO\EVGPII'EICRES
CANIDAE DRY DOG FOOD As Marked PESTELL IAMS DRY CAT FOOD
FOR ALL LIFE STAGES Lmi28ags 9 5 OFF CLUMPING CAT LITTER eHealthy Adult Chicken 16 Lb Bag

eMulti Protein *Chicken Meal & Rice eLarge Breed 44 Lb.

(Multi Protein, Chicken Meal & Rice, Lamb & Rice, Less Active 30 Lb Bag) LOW FRiCES:

LOW PRICES

40 Lb. Bag
Limit 2 Bags

$899

eIndoor/Weight Control/Hairball

(*Hairball 22 Lb - $24.99) Limit 2 bags per family

$97°°

CAT LITTER

21 Lb Bag (14 Lb Bag — $4.49)
Limit 2 Bags

5649

BENEFUL DRY DOG FOOD
*Original *Healthy Weight *Salmon 15 Lb Bag
*Puppy (Grain Free Chicken, Select 10 Beef 12.5 Lb)

All Varlehes, ExceP
(ORTHOPEDIC MAT 30”x 40”7 $23.99)
(PILLOW BED (Small) $18.99

( ASPEN PET, PETMATE & CASUAL PET BEDDING

20% OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

(Large). ...... $23.99)
REDBA
NATURAL DOG TREATS

e

2 o (-]
*Bully Treats *Filler Bones oF F

+Bully Nuggets All Varieties

except Mammoth Bone $7.49 OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

KONG propucts
oClassic *Dental *Air Dog
*Chews *Wubba eStuffin
eTreats *Soft Toys eAsst Toys

All Varic‘ef’ies
Yo

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

SOFT DOG TOYS

All Varieties

MULTI-PET 209%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES All Varieties

BONUS COUPON
JONINY CAT
10 Lb Bag
Limit 2 Bags With Coupon $ 79
Price Valid Only With Coupon cHM
Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19 PLU 365

PREMIUM CAT LITTER
Limit One Coupon Per Family

CHRISTMAS
STOCKINGS AND

HOLIDAY ITEMS
*Kong *Spot * Polkadog

—_mmmEm ==

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

BONUS COUPON

s13°°

*Regular

SWHEAT SCOOP NATURAL WHEAT LITTER IKKAL KKAN CESAR 30 Lb Bag 1AMS Limit 2 Bags
(12 Lb Bag - Original $10.99 Multi Cat $11.99) SELECT DINNERS DOG FOOD ¢ DRY DOG FOOD Per Family
36 Lb oMini- 7 . -
Limit 2B§§gs Original $29 29 Multi-Cat s 3 1 29 A" Vg;ueﬂﬁf“ 2 Cases .m:;; gt:g;k s 2 29 -w:i';hﬁdgghtsr‘ollhces 2 899
FRESH STEP Limit 2 Bags PURINA OKOCAT R

*Soft Step
11-13 Lb

$3°°OFF

CLUMPING WOOD LITTER

53k *4°°OFF

Dust Free
Nuturul Puper

$4 oo OFF

PENGUIN 'I OOB
PENGUIN 150B
PENGUIN 200B
PENGUIN 350B

4 MARINEI.AND POWER FII.'I'EIE SAL

TANK SIZE
20 Gal.

T CLUB SALE
=1

Just add Heater
For Tropical Fis

AQUEON BOXED 10 GALLON TANK
With Economy Kitr

*36.99

Limit 1
Per Family

Amquel 16 Oz
Amquel Plus 16 Oz
Novaqua Plus 16 Oz

WHISKAS
TEMPTATIONS CAT TREATS

*All Varieties 3 Oz.

Limit 2 Pkgs with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Prlce Valid Only With Coupon
Ef'Fechve 12/18/19 - 12/24/19

123

KORDON WATER CONDI'I'IONEI!S K

- = ===

PLU 569_| Effective 12/18/19 - 12/24/19

ORDO

ol

30z -
Limit 1 Case Per Family

Limit One Coupon Per Family
! Price Valid Only With Coupon

N CORAL SEA
50 GAL SALT MIX WITH AMQUEL

2.949

BONUS COUPON

FANCY FEAST
GOURMET CANNED CAT FOOD

All Varieties Except Elegant Medley

Ol SALE !

Everyduy PLU 361‘
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Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
This Holiday Season

Citrus Heights Police Department
Press Release

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - The Citrus
Heights Police Department encourages
everyone attending holiday parties and
gatherings where alcohol may be involved
to use a designated sober driver.

This holiday season, from Dec. 13 to
New Year’s, the Citrus Heights Police
Department will have more officers on
patrol looking for drivers suspected of
being under the influence of alcohol and/
or drugs.

In addition, the Citrus Heights Police
Department will hold a DUI/Driver’s
License checkpoint on Friday, December
20th, 2019 from 8 p.m. to approximately 3
a.m. at an undisclosed location in the city
of Citrus Heights.

“Unfortunately, this time of year is when

we see more people driving impaired,”
Sergeant Shaun Gualco said. “There is no
excuse for driving after drinking or using
drugs that impair. There are many ways to
get home safely without driving.”

The Citrus Heights Police reminds the
public that impaired driving is not just
from alcohol. Prescription medications,
over-the-counter drugs and marijuana can
also impair, especially in combination with
alcohol and other drugs.

So if you are hosting a holiday party,
offer non-alcoholic drinks for designated
sober drivers and monitor how people are
getting home. If someone has been drink-
ing and tries to leave, offer to have them
stay the night or take ride-share home.

Funding for this program is provided
by a grant from the California Office
of Traffic Safety, through the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. %

United Way to Provide Free
Healthy Meals Over Holiday Break

By Kristin Thébaud, Kristin Thébaud
Communications

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Over hol-
iday break, kids who rely on United Way’s
Healthy Meals after-school supper program
can still receive free meals at six locations
across Sacramento through United Way’s
partnership with Sacramento Public Library
and Mack Road Partnership.

“One in five kids in our region is food
insecure,” said Stephanie Bray, president and
CEO, United Way California Capital Region.
“While schools are closed over the holiday
break, we want to make sure kids continue
to have access to healthy food. United Way
is helping to fill in the gaps. We are commit-
ted to providing year-round support so kids
can succeed in school. They need that sup-
port even when school isn’t in session over
the holidays and during the summer.”

Five Sacramento Public Libraries will
be providing meals over the holidays. The
North-Highlands Antelope Library and
North Sacramento Library will serve meals
at 4 p.m. on Dec. 26, Dec. 31 and Jan. 2.

The Del Paso Heights Library will serve
meals at 4 p.m. on Dec. 31 and Jan. 2. The
Sylvan Oaks Library in Citrus Heights will
serve meals at 4 p.m. on Dec. 23 and Dec.
30. The Southgate Library will serve meals
at 5 p.m. on Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. Mack Road
Partnership also will provide meals at 7833
Center Parkway in Sacramento at 3 p.m. on
Dec. 23, Dec. 26, Dec. 27, Dec. 30, Jan. 2
and Jan. 3, as well as at noon on Dec. 28
and Jan. 4. For more information, visit
YourLocalUnitedWay.org.

United Way expanded its Healthy Meals
program this fall through its partnership
with the Sacramento Public Library’s eight
branches, which served 183 meals in the first
two days of the school year.

“At the library, we see kids who are hun-
gry every day,” said Christie Hamm, youth
services manager, Sacramento Public
Library. “They can’t focus on homework
or reading when they are hungry. This pro-
vides a way to give kids something nutritious
to eat, and while they’re at the library, our
resources are available to them such as
books, computers and homework help.” %

ek Yorté
What!! My Medicare Part B

The Exciting New World of
Snap On Dentures!

There are millions of people in the US who struggle daily with dentures.
A majority suffer from discomfort as a result of loose or ill-fitting dentures.

Many prosthetic wearers simply withdraw from any type of social engagement
as a result of having to wear their dentures.

Now there is a solution to these issues:
Implants with “Snap On” Dentures!

Whether you are new to dentures or have worn them for years, a snap on denture is a great
solution to uncomfortable chewing and slippery painful dentures. There are several types of
snap on dentures available, including snap on partials. If you already wear a conventional
denture or partial denture, we can sometimes use your denture to accommodate the snaps
to fit on your new dental implants.

Implants as low as $99.00 per month

If you are interested in learning more about improving your quality of life with an implant retained
snap on denture or partial, please contact us for a FREE CONSULTATION today!

Carmichael |
Dental .
Group

916-944-119]

$1,200.0ff !

2 Implants with |
attachments to a Denture
Offer Expires 12/31/19 N

www.YourGarmichaelDentist.com

8329 Fair Oaks Blvd, Ste A
(armichael, CA, 95608

or D Penalty Is Forever?

Hello Toni:

I am a 67-year-old
female who never enrolled
in Medicare Part B or D
because I believe in holis-
tic medicine and only take
vitamins. I was under the
impression that if I didn't go
to the doctor, I didn t need to
apply for Medicare and could
later. Now, I have found a
lump in my breast and know
I need additional healthcare.

I went to Social Security to
help me enroll in Medicare in
December and was informed
that I must wait until after
January 1 to enroll in
Medicare because I missed
my “window of opportunity”.

What “window of oppor-
tunity” did I miss? I have
never received any informa-
tion about this. Thanks, Julie
from Memphis

Julie:

The “window of oppor-
tunity” that you missed was
when you turned 65 and had
a 7- month window, which is
3 months before turning 65,
the month that you turned 65
and 3 months after turning
65. This special time is called
your “Initial Enrollment
Period.”

Beginning January st
, you are in the “General
Enrollment Period” that is
the special time for those that

never enrolled in Medicare

and begins every year from

January 1 st and ends March

31st . Your Medicare Parts

A and/or B will begin July

1 st and your Medicare Part

B penalty starts July 1st

and lasts as long as you are

enrolled in Medicare.

Since you are 67, you
will receive a Part B pen-
alty which is a 10% penalty
for each 12- month period;
yours will be 20% (2 years
x 12-month period or 2 years
times 10%) since you failed
to enroll. This 20% pen-
alty will never go away and
remains in effect for the life
of the Medicare beneficiary’s
Medicare coverage.

The 2020 Medicare Part
B standard premium is
$144.60; a beneficiary’s pre-
mium would increase by
$14.46 for each full year one
failed to enroll in Part B.
Your penalty will be 14.46
X 2 = $28.92 monthly. This
amount changes as Part B
premium changes.

Currently, there are over
700,000 Medicare benefi-
ciaries who are receiving
a Medicare Part B penalty
costing on average $5,000 in
Medicare lifetime penalties
because they did not under-
stand Medicare enrollment
periods.

Medicare enrollment peri-
ods are listed below:

* Medicare Initial
Enrollment Period:
Begins 3 months before
turning 65, the month one
turns 65 and 3 months
after one turns 65. Once
this special time has
passed, then Part B and/or
Part D penalties can begin

when one enrolls later.

* Special Enrollment
Period: Enroll after 65
when delaying Medicare
Part B due to working full
time with company ben-
efits. This is an §-month
window of signing up for
Part B without receiving
a Part B penalty. “Special
Enrollment Period”
should be written in red
on forms acquired from
Social Security.

* General Enrollment
Period: January 1-March
31 when one who has not
previously enrolled in Part
B can enroll in Medicare
Part B but WILL receive
a Part B penalty.

You never did enroll in a
Medicare Part D Prescription
Drug plan and will have to
wait until the next Medicare
Annual Enrollment period
which begins October 15
th and ends December 7th
every year. You will receive
the Medicare Part D penalty
which is 1% or .34 penalty
for each month that you have
been without Medicare’s
Part D Prescription Drug
plan. The Part D penalty
can be very costly! Do Not
Wait to enroll in a Medicare
Prescription Drug plan.
Enroll at the right time!
Call the Toni Says® office
at 832/519-8664 to schedule
a Medicare consultation to
avoid mistakes.

Toni King, author of the
new Medicare Survival
Guide® Advanced edition is
giving a “Holiday” discount
for a Medicare Survival
Guide and bundle package
available only at www.toni-
says.com. *

Spend More Time Selling,
Less Time Managing Payroll

Specializing in franchises and small businesses,

we offer comprehensive and intuitive payroll
that's perfect for any size business

from 1 employee to 100's

+Direct Deposit «Accrual Tracking
«File Quarterly Taxes <Reporting and Filing
-Pay Payroll Taxes  -Payroll App

Call Now

Receive
One Month

Payroll Processing

Call Now 916.760.7227
www.pinnaclehro.com

PINNACLE

EMPLOYEE SERVICES
HR | Payroll | Benefits

Be « purt of something important
Help deliver the news to your neighborhood
We are looking for people who want to deliver

hewspapers in their neighborhoods.
Provide great customer service to our readers every Friday.

Earn money to help pay
those monthly bills.

i

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper delivery
experience a plus but not required.

Call us today at 916-773-1111
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Sunrise Mall

™ FARMERS MARKET
Every SATURDAY, 8am - 1pm

4 NEW LOCATION IN FRONT
OF THE MALL - 6041 Sunrise Blvd.

* Live Music & Entertainment

" 80+ Cerlified Farmers
& Organic Producers

¥ Specialty Gourmet Food
¢~ EBT/WIC & SNAP Accepted

IEOVENYEARNETSIVIAIKECON

WinningwithMPG

All of These Campaigns Advertised
with Us and Won Their Elections

Dave Cox, State Senate
Dan Lungren, US Congress
Roger Niello, State Assembly
Sue Frost, Sacramento County Supervisor
Susan Peters, Sacramento County Supervisor
Sue Frost, Citrus Heights City Council
Jeff Slowey, Citrus Heights City Council
Jeannie Bruins, Citrus Heights City Council
Steve Miller, Citrus Heights City Council
Mel Turner, Citrus Heights City Council
James Shelby, Citrus Heights City Council
Greg Paulo, SJUSD Board
Mike McKibben, SJUSD Board
Scott Yuill, Rocklin City Council
Tami Bogert, Sacramento County District Judge
Bob McGarvey, Rancho Cordova City Council
Linda Budge, Rancho Cordova City Council
Rick Sloan, Cordova Rec and Park District
Measure H, City of Rancho Cordova

Blanto Bunwith Ust
Calll 916:773-1111

<

Citrus Heights
Police Report

Date: 12/13/2019: Time: 1:56 PM « IR Number: 11909977

(rime: 459 PC: Burglary - Residential

Location Type: House (includes driveway) « Public Address: 62XX LOUTH WY
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/13/2019: Time: 4:00 PM « IR Number: 11910010

(rime: 487(a) PC: Grnd Thft:prop/Etc $950+

Location Type: Street/Highway « Public Address: 78XX WOODDALE WY
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/13/2019: Time: 6:50 PM « IR Number: 11909987
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft

Location Type: Parking Lot « Public Address: 73XX GREENBACK LN
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/13/2019: Time: 9:48 PM -« IR Number: 11909999
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft

Location Type: Street/Highway « Public Address: 65XX OUTLOOK DR
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/14/2019: Time: 2:00 PM -« IR Number: 11910039
Crime: 10851(R) VC: Vehicle Theft

Location Type: Parking Lot « Public Address: 79XX MADISON AV
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/14/2019: Time: 5:08 PM « IR Number: 11910018
(rime: Property Destruction: Property for destruction
Location Type: Parking Lot « Public Address: 61XX SAN JUAN AV
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/14/2019: Time: 5:53 PM « IR Number: 2019-0443538

Crime: PC273.5(R): Inflict Corporal Injury On Spouse/Cohabitant
Location Type: Retail/dept/discount store

Public Address: 58XX Antelope Rd, Sacramento, CA 95842

Agency: Sacramento County Sheriff's Department (CA)

Date: 12/15/2019: Time: 9:58 AM « IR Number: 11910034
Crime: 594(A)(2) PC: Vandalism:damage Property
Location Type: Parking Lot « Public Address: 77XX SUN HILL DR
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Date: 12/15/2019: Time: 4:00 PM « IR Number: 2019-0444375

Crime: PC487: All Other Larceny

Location Type: Parking lot/garage « Public Address: 76XX Madison Ave, Citrus Heights, CA 95628
Agency: Sacramento County Sheriff's Department (CA)

Date: 12/15/2019: Time: 5:45 PM « IR Number: 11910042
Crime: 10851(A) VC: Vehicle Theft

Location Type: Parking Lot « Public Address: 84XX AUBURN
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

December 15t

Date: 12/15/2019: Time: 5:40 PM « IR Number: 11910041
Crime: 484(R) PC: Petty Theft

Location Type: Apt/Condo/Duplex « Public Address: 75XX COOK AV
Agency: Citrus Heights Police Department

Since 1980

Computer Gate Access
6am-9pm 365 Days A Year
Award Winning
Customer Service

Digital Video
Camera System

Competitive Rates

Daily / Monthly
Annual Rentals
Easy Drive-Up Access

Professional Resident
Managers

Office Hours:
Mon-Sat 9-6 ¢ Sun Closed

r M ™
£ ]
Ky O,

."fmqin-:-

[T

L]

MADISON AV

=
Hases

GARFIELD AV
MANZAHITA AN

Conveniently,Located on
"Auburn Blvd: Between

Manzanita & Garfield

9216:332.6455
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1. Guaranteed Delivery of the Citrus Heights Messenger
2. 0ne Month Free Membership from QUICK QUACK Car Wash

(Minimum $799 Value)

Get a great deal
on this one year
subscription for only:

poPPOFF S Na“ [;emetel g..ﬂwuw
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New Mayor and Vice Mayor Chosen

Jeff Slowey, new Mayor of Citrus Heights.
Photo courtesy City of Citrus Heights

Steve Miller, new Vice Mayor of Citrus Heights.
Phato courtesy City of Citrus Heights

Story by Shaunna Boyd

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - Each December,
the Citrus Heights City Council selects the
members who will serve as the new mayor
and vice mayor for the next calendar year.

At the meeting on December 12, Mayor
Bruins thanked all the Councilmembers
for their support over the last year. She
then nominated Vice Mayor Jeff Slowey to
take on the role of mayor for the 2020 term
and Councilmember Steve Miller to serve
as vice mayor. Both appointments were
passed unanimously by the Council, and
Councilmember Bruins officially passed
the gavel to Mayor Slowey.

The Council also heard a presentation
regarding proposed updates to the City’s
user fees and the establishment of the first
citywide Master Fee Schedule.

The City of Citrus Heights receives tax
revenue that benefits citizens by support-
ing city services such as public safety,
streets and infrastructure, and general
administration. The City also receives
user fees, which are defined as discretion-
ary and benefitting a specific citizen rather
than the community as a whole. For these
services, the City’s General Fund subsi-
dizes any amount not covered by the user
fee.

The last time the City reviewed and
updated the user fees was in 2005, so the
City contracted with Matrix Consulting
Group in April 2019 to analyze user fees
and identify the actual cost of providing
these services based on staff time and ser-
vice volume. Based on the analysis, the
recommendation was to adjust some fees
to reflect current costs and several new
fees were also recommended.

The Police Department collects various
fees for services such as police reports,
subpoenas, towing and traffic services,
fingerprint and alarm services, and ani-
mal services. User fees currently cover
just 48% of the actual costs of service,
with an estimated $300,000 subsidized
by the General Fund. Staff recommended
increases to administrative, vehicle release,
unruly gathering, and animal impound
fees. No changes were recommended for
alarm fees or animal licensing fees. Some
new fees were recommended for the Police
Department: ticket sign-off fee ($16),
vehicle tow hearing fee ($83), Office of

1916-222-2735

info@rrmartinson.com

Personnel Management background check
fee ($25), non-home animal quarantine fee
(actual cost), registration fee for vicious/
dangerous animals (no more than $300),
fee for appeal of decision to destroy a
vicious animal ($75), and a refundable
deposit for use of traps.

Permit fees through the Building
Department are currently paid at about
49% by the user fees, with an estimated
$1.2 million subsidized by the General
Fund. The proposed adjustments will
increase the flat rate permit fees to 75%
of the actual cost of service with a grad-
ual increase to 90% of actual cost over the
next three years.

The Planning Division currently col-
lects user fees at 67% of actual cost for
services such as use permits, maps, design
and environmental review, and business
licenses. The recommendation was to
increase the fees to a rate comparable to
other agencies while trying to minimize the
impact on residents and small businesses.
For the issuance of business licenses, the
recommendation was to adjust the fee to
the actual cost of service.

The Engineering Division is already
recovering most of its costs through user
fees, so the proposed changes in this
department focus on simplifying and
streamlining operations.

In the Facilities Department, no changes
were recommended for the Community
Center use fee, but staff asked for authority
to approve annual inflationary adjustments
starting in January 2021.

The Finance Department fee for multi-
ple returned checks by the same issuer is
recommended to increase from $25 to $32.

No changes were recommended for fees
charged by the City Clerk’s Office.

The new user fees would become
effective on January 1, 2020, adding an
estimated $600,000 to the General Fund
each year.

Mayor Slowey opened the public hear-
ing, and one resident said that the user
fee increases come as “quite a shock.”
He said mandatory permits such as those
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for replacing a broken hot water heater or
other necessary home repairs shouldn’t
even be subject to fees because the City
should be encouraging citizens to com-
ply with safety regulations. He also said
that rather than increasing fees to recover
costs, the City should instead be look-
ing at ways to cut costs within their own
departments. His statement was followed
by a burst of applause from the audience.

Councilmember Bruins agreed that
replacing a broken hot water heater
isn’t discretionary and that homeown-
ers shouldn’t be “unduly burdened.” She
said, “In a time of crisis, there’s no dis-
cretionary decision about whether or not
to replace your water heater. You have to
do it.” Councilmember Bruins assured the
audience that the increase for that permit
fee was cut from the proposal, so the fee
will remain unchanged in the Master Fee
Schedule.

The new fee schedule will not recoup
100% of the City’s costs, but to increase
fees any further would be “burdensome,”
said Councilmember Bruins. “It’s a fine
balance. To the extent that we do subsi-
dize it with the General Fund, that just
means that that money is not available to
us as a City to put into other projects that
service our community. So those are the
things that we have to grapple with.”

Mayor Slowey said the Council has
been remiss in letting the fees remain
unchanged for so long, stating that the
fee schedule should have been reviewed
every few years so that increases could
have been introduced gradually. He
doesn’t like that taxpayers (through
General Fund monies) must subsidize
improvements that do not benefit the
entire community, but he agreed that try-
ing to recover 100% of the user fee costs
would be too burdensome on residents.
He said that the proposed increases reflect
“a happy medium.”

The Council unanimously voted to
approve the proposed adjustments to the
user fees and established the Master Fee
Schedule. *
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Lichen Students Plant 21 Trees On Campus

San Juan Unified School
District Press Release

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) -
Students at Lichen K-8 in
Citrus Heights received
a lesson about the envi-
ronment and were able to
beautify their school at the
same time during a recent
tree-planting event.

San Juan Unified’s
Maintenance and Operations
staff prepared holes and
dirt for 21 trees that were
donated by SMUD and
the Sacramento Tree
Foundation. Eighteen of the
21 trees were strategically
planted around the perime-
ter of the playfields to create
a quarter-mile track.

“This started off as an
idea as a beautification
project with shade. We
didn’t want to do large
shade structures and we
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Wahl said she has hopes
for a new soccer field
inside the perimeter of
trees, which will serve as
shade for spectators.

At the tree-plant-
ing event, students took
turns shoveling dirt and
mulch to keep the tree
upright. Maintenance and
Operations will be install-
ing stakes to ensure normal
growth, and each Lichen
classroom will be in charge
of making sure a tree is
being taken care of.

“I feel happy and kind of
excited that we get to plant
our tree,” Student Jaxon
Workman said, noting that
trees provide oxygen, shade
and some provide food. *

Principal Elizabeth Wahl with
Lichen K-8 school students
who helped plant trees for

—

thought the school was can be fixed with trees,” said. “We won’t reap the away, but we will in the ghade and beautification.
lacking aesthetics, which Principal Elizabeth Wahl rewards (with shade) right coming years.”

Photo Courtesy SJUSD
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