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DA Announces Fentanyl Epidemic and Response

Office of District 
Attorney 
Anne Marie Schubert

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- District Attorney Anne 
Marie Schubert announced 
the Sacramento District 
Attorney’s Office is tak-
ing efforts to address an 
epidemic increase in fen-
tanyl related deaths, based 
in large part on counter-
feit prescription pills which 
contain fentanyl.

T h e  n a t i o n a l  f e n -
tanyl epidemic has hit the 
Sacramento community, 
and has increased dur-
ing the pandemic.  From 
January 2020 to July 21, 
2021, there have been 140 
fentanyl related deaths 
in Sacramento County.  
People in Sacramento are 
now dying from fentanyl 

overdoses at virtually iden-
tical rates to homicides.  
These tragic deaths span all 
age groups from young kids 
to seniors.

The District Attorney’s 
Crime Lab, which tests all 
narcotics seized by local 
law enforcement agencies, 
found that 92% of oxy-
codone pills on the street 
are counterfeit.  Of those 
pills, 75% are straight fen-
tanyl.  Counterfeit pills are 
virtually impossible to dis-
tinguish from a prescription 
pill. The Crime Lab is dis-
covering an alarming rate 
of not only counterfeit 
oxycodone, but also coun-
terfeit OxyContin, Percocet, 
Xanax and Adderall.

DA Schubert is leading 
the effort to respond to the 
fentanyl epidemic with an 
extensive public outreach 
campaign.

The main focus of the 
response will be county-
wide  Publ ic  Serv ice 
Announcements (PSAs) 
highlighting the theme of 
“1 Pill Can Kill.” Several 
of the fentanyl related 
deaths involve teens and 
young adults targeted on 
social media who ingested 

a pill, or on occasion half 
a pill.   Key messages of 
the PSAs include: 1) If you 
didn’t get it from a phar-
macy – it’s fake; 2) A very 
small amount of fentanyl 
is deadly – one pill can 
kill; and 3) Fake pills are 
being pushed through social 
media.

D A S c h u b e r t  h a s 
requested funding from 
the County Board of 
Supervisors as part of the 
federal American Rescue 
Plan Act to pay for guar-
anteed,  premier  PSA 
placements across social 
media, TV/Radio, bill-
boards, public transit and 
print publications among 
other advertising platforms.

Until funding is secured, 
the DA’s Office will roll 
out the PSAs on the office 
social media sites and 
donated advertisement 
platforms.  Clear Channel 
Outdoors supports the 
awareness campaign and 
will donate digital bill-
board space when available 
throughout the county. 
There are additional oppor-
tunities for free PSA 
placements on social media.

The Sacramento County 

Office of Education and 
local school superinten-
dents support the fentanyl 
awareness efforts and will 
distribute PSA materials 
to students, administrators, 
parents/guardians as well as 
student and parent groups.  
Other partnerships are 
being formed across the 
medical industry.

“I was alarmed as we 
watched the Coroner 
Office’s statistics on fen-
tanyl related deaths rise 
and the corresponding 
rise in counterfeit pills 
containing fentanyl dis-
covered at our Crime 
Lab,” said DA Anne Marie 
Schubert.  “An epidemic of 
this magnitude requires a 
multi-disciplinary response 
involving schools, public 
health, community-based 
organizations, healthcare, 
the faith-based commu-
nity and law enforcement. 
The most powerful tool 
we have is information, so 
our efforts are focused on 
awareness and prevention 
efforts to save lives.”

A  w e b s i t e 
1PillCanKillSac.com was 
created for information and 
resources to get help. � H
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IF WE BUILD IT,
WILL THEY 
COME? 

Photographed above William B. Pond Park, the American River flows through 23 miles and 4800 acres of public parkway. This 
regional treasure is endangered by fire, pollution and illegal camping.

Residents Rally for Parkway

Story and photo 
by Susan Maxwell Skinner

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - A 
jewel of Sacramento life and leisure, 
the American River Parkway is closer 
to destruction than at any time since 
its establishment in the ‘60s. In recent 
months, more than 11 percent of its 
4800 acres have burned. The river’s 
flow – drinking water for millions -- is 
polluted. Wildlife is displaced and suf-
fering. People who might otherwise 
enjoy the 23-mile stretch of public land 
are daunted by its increasing homeless 
population. Garbage accumulates at 
many tons per month. County and vol-
unteer efforts cannot keep up with it. 

An estimated 1000 campers live 
rough on the Parkway. A perfect 
storm of circumstances -- drug abuse; 

criminal justice “reforms,” a scarcity 
of affordable housing and the COVID 
pandemic – have caused record lev-
els of homelessness.  Displaced people 
flock to inhabit a once-pristine wilder-
nesses and damage to riparian havens 
is incalculable. “As a kid, I kayaked 
from Carmichael to Discovery Park 
and didn’t see a single camper,” recalls 
District 3 Supervisor Rich Desmond. 
“I never expect to see long stretches of 
campsites and garbage, like we have 
now. We should be ashamed that our 
children have to experience nature with 
this backdrop.”

Desmond spoke at a forum recently 
convened by the American River 
Parkway Foundation. Attended by 
more than 200 concerned citizens, the 
event offered a wake-up call documen-
tary called “Parkway in Peril.” Several 

volunteer Parkway stewards contributed 
voice-over.

“The Parkway gets more visitors per 
year than Yosemite,” said Chris Balaan. 
“Imagine someone throwing a bottle into 
the Merced River. People don’t seem to 
have a problem doing it to the American 
River.” 

Two hours of passionate discussion 
followed the presentation. Heading the 
forum, Supervisor Phil Serna related 
his experience of being stuck by a 
drug-user’s needle during a volunteer 
river cleanup. He pledged himself and 
his District 3 colleague Rich Desmond 
to be “100 percent behind saving the 
Parkway. It bodes well that we’re all sit-
ting here,” said the District 1 leader. 

The gathering fielded little argument 
that most Parkway problems – from 

Continued on page 10

Board of 
Supervisors 

Appoints County 
Executive

Ann Edwards is the new 
Sacramento County Executive

By Kim Nava, 
Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Following a Closed 
Session Board meeting, 
the Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors unan-
imously agreed to appoint 
Interim County Executive 
Ann Edwards as County 
Executive. The appoint-
ment is effective Sep. 14, 
2021.

Edwards is the first 
woman appointed to the 
County Executive position.

“ I  am p leased  to 
announce that the Board 
of  Supervisors  voted 
unanimously to appoint 
Ann Edwards as County 
Executive,” said Board 
Chair and Fourth District 
Supervisor Sue Frost. “Ann 
has proven to be an out-
standing Interim County 
Executive and has pro-
vided stability to the 
organization, improved 
communication and built 
trust within and outside of 
the organization.” 

Edwards’ accomplish-
ments in her seven month 
tenure as Acting/Interim 
County Executive include 
increasing transparency 
in the budget process, 
organizing a process for 
a spending plan to pro-
vide assistance to both the 
County and the community 
with the American Rescue 
Plan Act funds and increas-
ing engagement with local 
government and commu-
nity-based organizations.

“I appreciate and thank 
the Board for the trust and 
support they have shown 
me,” said Edwards. “I 
commit to looking at the 
County organization in new 
ways, to pursue a commit-
ment to diversity, equity 
and inclusion, increase 
public transparency and 
engagement and enrich the 
County’s organizational 
culture.” 

Edwards’ current and 
upcoming  in i t i a t i ves 
include the formation of a 
Public Safety and Justice 
Agency, increased pub-
lic engagement in and a 
new budget process for FY 
2022-23 and implement-
ing implicit bias training 
countywide.

Edwards holds a Master’s 
Degree in  Counselor 
Education and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Work from 
California State University, 
Sacramento.� H
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Military Jets to Star in New Afterburnin’ Drive-In
Story by Shaunna Boyd

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- The California Capital Airshow 
(CCA), which is held annually at 
Mather Airport, will feature a new 
event this year: The Afterburnin’ 
Drive-In Airshow. 

Before the weekend-long avia-
tion festival on September 25 and 
26, the 2021 California Capital 
Airshow will kick off with the 
Afterburnin’ Drive-In Airshow 
on Friday, September 24. For this 
new event, attendees will park 
their vehicles in the largest park-
ing lot on Mather Airport’s west 
cargo ramp for a tailgate party fea-
turing performances by more than 
25 military jets. The show is billed 
as more up close and intimate than 
the traditional airshow – with three 
action-packed hours of wild, loud 
flights by military aircraft from 
both the United States and Canada. 

“Drive-In Airshows were suc-
cessful across the country last 
year,” said CCA Director of 
Operations Angela Terry, “so we 
thought we would give our attend-
ees the option to enjoy the airshow 
in a new format! It also gives fans 
who aren’t quite ready to gather 
another way to enjoy the Airshow!” 

The format of the Afterburnin’ 
Drive-In Airshow will give every 
guest an excellent view of the per-
formances and ensure that everyone 
has their own personal space from 
which to enjoy it. This new event 
will be a very different atmosphere, 
and it might appeal to more peo-
ple who want a fast-paced, intense 
experience. 

If the event proves to be popular, 
it could become a regular feature of 
the Airshow. “We have never done 
it before so we look forward to get-
ting feedback from our loyal fans,” 
said Terry.

Gates will open at 2:00 PM on 
September 24, with opening ceremo-
nies scheduled to start at 3:30 PM. 
Only 2,000 tickets are available for 
this unique event. Tickets are pur-
chased per vehicle, with up to six 
people included in each ticket.

The ticket covers a parking spot 
and an area right next to the vehi-
cle for tailgating where guests can 
set up their chairs. There will be 
portable restrooms and handwash 
stations positioned throughout the 
area, and the restrooms will be 
cleaned throughout the event.  

No food will be sold on-site, 
so guests are encouraged to bring 
food, drinks, and coolers. But grills 
and BBQs aren’t allowed, due to 
the presence of jet fuel vapor. 

CCA is also partnering with local 
restaurants – Zak’s Bar & Grill, 
Tacoa Tacos, Petali, BurgerIM, 
Straw Hat Pizza, Mr. Pickle’s 
Sandwich Shop, Taqueria La 
Bonita, and Wing Stop – so guests 
can order food ahead of time and 
pick it up on the way to the show. 

Tickets are only available for pur-
chase online ahead of the show. 
For more information about the 
Afterburnin’ Drive-In Airshow, visit 
https://californiacapitalairshow.com/
friday-afterburnin-drive-in-airshow/.H

The California Capital Airshow is offering guests a new way to experience the excitement, with the Afterburnin’ Drive-In Airshow on Friday, September 24. 
The show will feature three hours of flight performances by more 25 military jets. Photo by Mark Loper courtesy CCA

 Come see the amazing F35 perform. Photo by Mark Loper, courtesy CCA
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Select Your 
Caregiver®

• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Errands & Shopping
• Bathing Assistance
• Dressing Assistance
• Hygiene Assistance

• Assistance with Mobility
• Friendly Companionship

• Flexible Hourly Care
• Respite Care for Families
• Medication Reminders

916.971.9333
www.VisitingAngels.com/Sacramento

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated.  Lic. #344700003

LOCALLY 
OWNED 

SINCE 1955

378 North Sunrise Ave. Ste. 300
Roseville, Ca 95661
(916) 784-2255
(right across from 

the auto mall)

9920 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, Ca 95628
(916) 961-6700
(corner of Fair Oaks 

and Sunrise)

bobscyclecenter.com

STORES 
ARE OPEN!

New Bikes 
Arriving Daily!

California Gubernatorial Recall 
Voter Guide Mailed

Registered voters can expect the CVIG to arrive in their mailboxes in the next week. It will 
include Ballot Drop Box and Vote Center locations. MPG file photo.

Sacramento County 
Office of Registrar of Voters

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
Voter Registration and Elections (VRE) 
Office has begun mailing the County 
Voter Information Guide (CVIG) for 
the September 14, 2021 California 
Gubernatorial  Recall  Elect ion to 
Sacramento County registered voters. The 
VRE Office printed more than 800,000 
Guides in English, Spanish and Chinese.

Registered voters can expect the CVIG to 
arrive in their mailboxes in the next week. 
It will include Ballot Drop Box and Vote 
Center locations. Voters that have ‘opted 
out’ of receiving a paper version of the 
CVIG may view it on the VRE website 
beginning August 16, 2021.

For more information about the Recall 
Election and voting in Sacramento County, 
visit the VRE website at  www.elections.
saccounty.gov, contact VRE at (916) 875-
6451, email voterinfo@saccounty.net, or 
call the toll-free voter assistance hotline at 
(800) 762-8019. The hotline has the ability 
to connect voters with disabilities with TTY 
(Text Telephone).

Key Election Dates:
Monday, August 16 -Mailing of ballots 

to all registered voters begun; Voted bal-
lots may be returned by mail (no postage 
needed) or in any of the Ballot Drop Boxes 
located throughout the County

Monday, August 30 - Close of voter 
registration for the September 14, 2021 

California Gubernatorial Recall Election. 
Voter registration forms must be post-
marked by this date or delivered to the 
VRE Office at 7000 65th Street, Suite A, 
Sacramento 95823 by 5:00 p.m. Online 
voter registration must be completed before 
midnight on this date at www.registerto-
vote.ca.gov

Tuesday, August 31 - Conditional Voter 
Registration (CVR) begins

Saturday, September 4-11 Day Vote 
Centers open

Tuesday, September 7 - Last day a Vote 
by Mail (VBM) ballot can be mailed to you. 
After this date, VBM ballots are only avail-
able at the VRE Office or Vote Centers

Saturday, September 11 - All Vote 
Centers open throughout the County

Tuesday, September 14 - Election Day 
Logic and Accuracy Testing 

on Tabulation Equipment
Voter Registration and Elections will 

begun logic and accuracy testing of ballot 
tabulation equipment on Monday, August 
16, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Testing will run 
continuously until completed. If you are 
interested in observing this process please 
contact our office at the number above to 
schedule an appointment.

For more information visit our web-
site at elections.saccounty.gov, contact 
VRE at (916) 875-6451, email voterinfo@
saccounty.net,  or use the toll-free voter 
assistance hotline at (800) 762-8019. The 
hotline has the ability to connect voters with 
disabilities with TTY (Text Telephone). � H

Office of Senator 
Jim Nielsen

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Senator Jim Nielsen, 
R-Red Bluff, issued the 
following statement in 
response to the shuttering 
of the Hyatt Powerplant 

at Lake Oroville for the 
first time because of 
record low water levels:

“Governor Newsom 
and the Democrats run-
ning this state should be 
ashamed.

“Rather than planning 
for the future, they kow-
towed to environmental 
special interest groups 
and stalled the construc-
tion of Sites Reservoir.

“They  fas t  t r ack 
through environmen-
tal regulations to build 
sports stadiums, but 
refuse to do the same 
when i t  comes  to 

infrastructure projects 
that would protect the 
livelihoods, health and 
safety of Californians.”

When there’s adequate 
water in Lake Oroville, 
Hyatt can generate up 
to 900 megawatts of 
electricity. Typically, 
it produces 450 mega-
watts  –  enough to 
power 800,000 homes. 
However, due to the 
record low water lev-
els, only 10 megawatts 
of electricity were being 
generated, which is why 
the decision was made to 
take it offline.� H

Sen. Nielsen Responds to 
Hyatt Powerplant Shutdown

Medi-Cal Members Can Get 
Help with Internet Costs

Sacramento County 
Press Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Registration is 
now open for an emer-
gency broadband program 
that will help Medi-Cal 
members and other low-
income residents receive 
up to $50 a month to 
cover their internet costs. 
All Medi-Cal members 
qualify, and it will not 
affect their health cover-
age. Funds are limited, so 
act quickly.

The Emergency Broad-
band Benefit Program is a 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) pro-
gram that provides a 
temporary discount on 
monthly broadband bills 

during the COVID-19 
pandemic for qualifying 
low-income households. 

To qualify you must 
have:

An income that is 
at or below 135% of 
the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines or participate 
in certain assistance pro-
grams, such as SNAP, 
Medi-Cal, or Lifeline;

Been approved to 
receive benefits under the 
free and reduced-price 
school lunch program or 
the school breakfast pro-
gram, including through 
the USDA Community 
Eligibility Provision in 
the 2019-2020 or 2020-
2021 school year;

Received a Federal Pell 
Grant during the current 

award year;
Experienced a substan-

tial loss of income due 
to job loss or furlough 
since February 29, 2020 
and the household had a 
total income in 2020 at or 
below $99,000 for single 
filers and $198,000 for 
joint filers; or

Met the eligibility cri-
teria for a participating 
provider's existing low-
income or COVID-19 
program.

The program wil l 
end once the program 
funds are exhausted, 
or six months after the 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
declares an end to the 
pandemic, whichever 
comes first. � H

11220 Gold Express Dr. in Gold River

LOAN AMOUNTS TO $548,250

30-Year Fixed Rate Home Loan

2.750 / 2.822APR
% %30-

Year

NEWLOWERRATE

Purchase or Refi –  
Same Low Rate 

Annual Percentage Rates (APRs), terms and offers effective 09/01/2021 and subject to change at any time. 
60% LTV Max and Min 720 credit score. Owner occupied loans in California only. Payment example: 360 
payments of $4.08 per $1,000 borrowed. Taxes and insurance are not included in payment example; 
your actual payment will be higher. Offer cannot be used to refinance an existing First U.S. loan.

MEMBER OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1936

Visit firstus.org Call (800) 556-6768 Stop by your local branch

H Enjoy the same low rate whether you purchase,  
refinance, or refinance with cash out

H No points, and low fees

H Fast, local decisions and funding

H Experienced professionals to help you from the 
application through funding
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IN-PERSONMEMORYLOSSSUPPORT

GROUP

FACILITATEDBYTHEALZHEIMER'SAID

SOCIETYOFNORTHERNCA

Summerset Senior Living
2341 Vehicle Drive

Rancho Cordova/Gold River 95670
RSVP at (916)330-1300

LIC#347005361

JOIN US FOR A GLASS OF WINE OR TEA AND SUPPORT
EVERY THURSDAY AT 3:30PM

ARE YOU CARING FOR A LOVED ONE WITH MEMORY LOSS?
WE UNDERSTAND THE STRUGGLE.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE.

YOU'RE INVITED!
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By Elise Spleiss

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - During the 
month of August Valley Sculpture Artists 
(VSA) has been partnering with Allied 
Ceramics Art Institute Studios and Gallery 
(ACAI) to offer a three-dimension sculpture 
art show, entitled “Sculptural Diversity” to 
the community. 

On Saturday, August 21, two Herberholz 
Awards for Sculpture were presented to two 
locally renowned artists, recognizing their 
body of work in three-dimensional (3D) art 
and service to the community. VSA presi-
dent, Sue Anne Foster presented the awards 
at a reception with over 100 family, friends 
and fellow artists in attendance. Phill Evans 
received the award for 2020, as there were no 
art shows during that year, and Del Swanson 
was the 2021 recipient. 

Don Herberholz was a prolific sculp-
tor, instructor and author. A professor of 
Art at Sacramento State University, he cre-
ated and taught Art for over 50 years. His 
sculptures can be found at many locations 
throughout Sacramento County including 
the Carmichael Library, and Crocker Art 
Museum. He and his wife Barbara, also a for-
mer Sacramento State professor, had resided 
in both Carmichael and Gold River. She said 
in a 2007 article in the Sacramento Bee, “He 
was just born inspired.” Herberholz passed 
away in 2006 at the age of 83.

In 2004 VSA featured a retrospective of 
his work and set up an annual award to honor 
the life and work of this dedicated artist. 
Herberholz selected the first three recipients. 
Today former recipients and board members 
continue this legacy. The Herberholz award 
“acknowledges exemplary work and cele-
brates extraordinary contributions to our club 
or the community,” according to Foster.  

The 2020 award winner, Phill Evans says 
of his art, “I interpret people, places and 
things utilizing stone, metal, glass, wood and 
kinetic energy. Stones and rocks have shape, 
color and are tablets of geophysical history. 
Metal’s malleability forms structures with a 
permanence. Wood has a broad spectrum of 
utility and beautiful versatility. Kinetics pro-
pelled by wind, electrical force or physical 
contact expands the visual experience and 
heightens the excitement developing weight 
and balance solutions.

Del Swanson, the 2021 award recipient 
was born in Stockton, California and grew up 
in North Sacramento. He says, “Art has been 
a passion since early childhood. From wood 
carving in Boy Scouts to model making and 

sketching as a young child, it led me to grad-
uate from Art Center College of Design 
with honors in 1968.  From there it was on 
to designing cars for Ford Motor Company 
in Dearborn, Michigan and working on 
abstract painting for pleasure.  After having 

to relocate back to California and starting a 
business with my wife Carol, I started to use 
multiple mediums such as oil paint on can-
vas, foam wrapped with canvas and metal, 
sometimes mixing them.”

As a collector of Hopi Native American 

carvings (kachina dolls) Swanson wanted 
to make his own sculptures out of metal 
to honor these traditions. His first is Crow 
Mother and various others are on the way to 
being finished soon.

The gallery exhibition features more than 
a dozen artists, showing their 3D pieces in 
often-surprising combinations of wood, 
metal, pain, clay, fiber, stone, and bronze. 

More and more sculptures are made out 
of ‘found objects’, and mechanical parts. 
One young artist in the show, PJ Kennedy, 
who does not see his art as work, creates 
his pieces from scrap metal of all sizes and 
shapes. Many of his pieces in the show are 

welded from discarded car engine parts. In 
his YouTube video he challenges his viewer 
to try it, “just weld two pieces together, then 
weld another one on it, and someone will call 
that art.  Anything can be art.” 

Sculptural Diversity, showing at the ACAI 
Studios and Gallery at 7425 Winding Way, 
Fair Oaks, will conclude on August 30. 
Hours: Thursday the 26th and Friday the 
27th 1-4 p.m. and Saturday the 28th 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The art of Phill Evans and Maureen Gilli 
will be featured at ACAI in October. For 
ACAI art show schedule call 916-966-
2453. For VSA contact Sue Anne Foster at 
916-342-4293.  

Sources: ACAI: acaistudios.com; Phill 
Evans website: phillevans.com; ACAI 
Gallery curator Sandee Hancock; VSA presi-
dent Sue Anne Foster. � H

Local Artists Recognized for Lifetime of Three-Dimensional Works

The 2020 Herberholz Awards for Sculpture winner, Phill Evans (left), Sue Anne Foster President 
of Valley Sculpture Artists and 2021 award recipient Delbert Swanson stand in front of an image 
of prolific sculptor Don Herberholz and the recipients of the award since 2004. Photo by Elise Spleiss

The 2020 award winner, Phill Evans, was awarded this year since the event was canceled last 
year. Photo provided by VSA

2021 award recipient Delbert Swanson from 
Valley Sculpture Artists (VSA) honors Hopi 
Native American (kachina dolls) with his 
sculpture Crow Mother. Photo provided by VSA

Fair Oaks Park
11549 Fair Oaks Blvd. Fair Oaks

FREE
General Admission

& Parking

Don’t Miss - Special Pop-Up Events & Live Streaming

visit us
@fochickenfest

Live Entertainment
-  Mullet Mechanix 3PM-5PM
- Cluck n’ Crow Contest 5:30PM
- FBI Band 6PM-8PM

•

Sponsored by

16th Annual

Fair Oaks
Chicken Festival

Saturday
Sept. 18th, 2021

3:00pm -8:00pm

Fair Oaks Recreation & Park District Presents:

11549 Fair Oaks Blvd. Fair Oaks

• Food Court and Craft Beer
       & Wine Sales
• Quality Craft & Vendors
• Kid's Park $5 Wristband
• Cornhole Tournament
• Car Show
• VIP Experience $65
       & Much More!

for more info visit
www.forpd.org/chickenfest
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GOLD RIVER COMMUNITY UPDATE

iVoterGuide Provides Key Information 
about Recall and Candidates

Hamilton Strategies Press Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The California 
gubernatorial recall election is underway and 
voters across the state are eager to make their 
voices heard. This special election is being held 
to answer two important questions: Should 
Gavin Newsom be recalled from the office of 
Governor? If so, who should replace him? How 
voters answer these two questions could trans-
form the political landscape of both California 
and the U.S. for years. 

For Debbie Wuthnow, president of iVoter-
Guide, this recall election provides a unique 
opportunity. “An opportunity like this hasn’t 
occurred in California in years. Recent polls 
indicate that the state is evenly split over 
the effort to recall Governor Newsom, with 
the majority of California voters still unde-
cided. This is exactly what iVoterGuide 
is for – equipping voters with facts about 
each candidate so they can cast an informed 
vote.”

While Republican voters may have already 
decided whether Governor Newsom should be 
recalled, iVoterGuide provides the well-sourced 
facts that California voters can share with their 
family and neighbors who need a reminder 
of Governor Newsom’s policies and actions 
that led to the recall effort. If the vote to recall 
exceeds 50%, then the candidate who receives 
the most votes will become California’s gov-
ernor until the November 2022 election. The 
toxic political climate and recent global events 

underscores the urgency for voters to choose 
the candidate most likely to respect personal 
freedoms and govern with integrity.

Voters asked for iVoterGuide to cover this 
election and provide research to assist them 
in choosing between the dozens of contend-
ers, and iVoterGuide quickly compiled all the 
necessary information about the current candi-
dates. iVoterGuide gathered links to candidate 
websites and social media accounts, as well as 
listed important ideological donations either 
given to or by the candidates. For those who 
have held office, iVoterGuide lists any vote 
ratings earned. Additionally, each candidate 
received an issue questionnaire.

iVoterGuide is a one-stop resource for candi-
date ratings and election information. In 2020, 
iVoterGuide’s expert researchers gave an in-
depth analysis –and overall rating – from the 
perspective of unchanging truth for 8,000+ 
candidates in more than 3,300 races nation-
wide. Additionally, iVoterGuide offers election 
dates, registration deadlines, polling loca-
tions, and other information needed to help 
Americans vote wisely and identify candidates 
on the ballot who share their values. Related 
tools are also available to inform family, neigh-
bors, and business associates about getting 
their own personalized ballots. iVoterGuide 
is helping to restore the principles of limited 
government, free enterprise, and traditional 
American values.

For more information on the iVoterGuide at 
hamiltonstrategies.com/ivoterguide/� H

By County Supervisor 
Sue Frost 

Through the generosity of 
the Gold River Messenger, 
this column serves to pro-
vide an update about matters 
affecting the unincorporated 
community of Gold River.

Over the years, the main 
concerns of my constituents 
have remained fairly con-
sistent, occasionally with 
one receiving more atten-
tion than others. At the 
current forefront is the issue 
of homelessness. It seems 
nearly impossible to go any-
where in the County these 
days without encountering 
at least one homeless person 
or going past an encamp-
ment. That is not surprising 
given a 19 percent rise in 
Sacramento County’s home-
less population from 2017 to 
2019. We don’t even know 
what that number has grown 
to since 2019 as the 2021 
Point in Time count was can-
celled due to COVID-19. 
The concerns around these 
encampments are numerous 
and legitimate. The number 
one question my office gets 
is: “why aren’t you doing 
anything about them?” The 
truth is we are doing what 
we can, working our way 
upstream against a powerful 
legal current, and I am happy 
to share more on the reali-
ties of Sacramento County’ 
response to homelessness. 

Many people who have 
reached out seeking to have 
a homeless camp moved are 
undoubtedly familiar with 
the decision out of the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Martin v. Boise. Put simply, 
that decision made it unlaw-
ful to punish people for the 
act of being homeless when 
they do not have access to 
shelter. Because of this, we 
are unable to cite for illegal 
camping on public property. 
The challenges of the Boise 
decision were compounded 
during most of the pandemic 
as the public health order fur-
ther restricted when and how 
homeless camps could be 
moved, even if that meant an 
illegally parked RV on a pub-
lic street. 

This is frustrating, because 
to me it is evident that the 
best way to work to improve 
the homeless situation is to 
focus on drug treatment and 

mental health treatment.  But 
legally, the only way we 
can get back to cleaning up 
homeless camps is to add 
more housing.

While the COVID-19 
restrictions on moving home-
less camps were lifted on 
June 15th with the other 
restrictions, I am pleased to 
say that some of the resulting 
solutions are in place. 

The Board of Supervisors 
approved the creation of the 
Homeless Response Team 
(HRT) in 2020 to combat 
the spread of COVID-19 
among the homeless pop-
ulation. The HRT was a 
collaborative effort of county 
departments, Sacramento 
City, and non-profit organi-
zations to get the homeless 
access to shelter, sanitation 
materials, and COVID-19 
preventative measures. Still, 
even with the HRT actively 
deployed and public health 
order restrictions lifted, we 
still have a homeless popula-
tion that seems to be growing 
faster than ever before. And 
still, my office hears the con-
cerns about homeless camps 
contributing to fires, public 
disturbances, and negative 
environmental impacts and 
what more can be done to 
restore our communities to 
safe and clean environments. 
While my priority, and I 
think what will have the most 
impact, is increasing access 
to mental health services and 
drug treatment, the most sim-
ple and legal solution still 
remains as an increase in 
shelters and housing. 

Some have pointed to 
Los Angeles as a beacon of 
hope as they have passed a 
new ordinance restricting 
where homeless people can 
and cannot camp overnight. 
When people ask how they 
can do it and Sacramento 
County cannot, there are 
many reasons why. 1.2 bil-
lion reasons, in fact. LA 
voters approved a $1.2 bil-
lion bond initiative to fund 
a massive homeless housing 
project that is large enough 
to enable the enforcement 
of anti-camping ordinances. 
That is something I do not 
think Sacramento County 
residents are ready to take 
on, but we can and are work-
ing to expand our shelter 
space. As part of this year’s 
budget cycle, we approved 
$5.9 million to fund a new 
homeless camp initiative 
(HCI).  This initiative will 
fund two encampment sites 

serving 100 individuals each, 
three encampment teams to 
connect individuals with ser-
vices, three scattered site 
shelters and increase nightly 
bed capacity by 15. Possibly 
most important, the initia-
tive includes navigators to 
connect people with housing 
services and temporary finan-
cial assistance to get people 
into permanent housing. 

Permanent housing is, of 
course, the ultimate goal 
but we cannot simply create 
permanent housing. Getting 
homeless individuals into 
shelters and camps where 
professionals can make con-
tact and try to connect them 
with services is how the pro-
cess of getting them into 
permanent housing begins. 
The efforts of the HRT, the 
HCI, and the implementa-
tion of assisted outpatient 
treatments (aka Laura’s 
Law), combined with the 
efforts of Sacramento City 
to expand shelters has us 
well on our way to mak-
ing a noticeable impact on 
homelessness in Sacramento 
County. I anticipate that we 
will continue on this trend 
of expanding shelters and 
services and working with 
community organizations 
to make all types of hous-
ing more accessible to the 
point that we are no longer 
concerned about overnight 
camping. 

Ul t imately ,  th is  a l l 
depends on the willingness 
of the unhoused to come to 
the shelters and campsites 
being created and to accept 
whatever services they 
may be offered. And while 
I wish we could immedi-
ately address the underlying 
causes of homelessness 
directly, like mental illness 
and drug addiction, increas-
ing the number of beds 
available is what is going to 
get us back sooner to clean-
ing up our neighborhoods.

Thank you for reading – 
and as always, if you want to 
contact me, call me at 916-
874-5491, or e-mail me at 
SupervisorFrost@saccounty.
net.

Sue Frost represents the 
4th District, which includes 
all or part of the commu-
nities of Citrus Heights, 
Folsom,  Orangevale , 
Antelope,  Rio Linda, 
Elverta ,  Gold River , 
Rancho Murieta, North 
Highlands, Carmichael, 
Foo th i l l  Farms  and 
Fair Oaks.� H

If We Build It,
Will They Come? 

Social Security Matters

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I started draw-
ing my benefits at age 62 due 
to being laid off from my job at 
age 60. I have continued work-
ing part time and been paying 
Social Security and Medicare 
taxes ever since. I am now 
66. I have been told that even 
though I continue to pay these 
taxes, it will not help increase 
my monthly social security 
benefit. Is that true? Signed: 
Working Beneficiary

Dear Working Bene- 
ficiary: Paying into Social 
Security and Medicare through 
“FICA” taxes withheld from 
your paycheck doesn’t change 
your Social Security (SS) ben-
efit amount. Those taxes aren’t 
held in a separate personal 
account for you; rather they 
are used to pay benefits to all 
those who currently collect 
SS benefits, and to help off-
set healthcare costs for current 
Medicare enrollees. 

From its inception decades 
ago, Social Security has been a 
“pay as you go” system where 
all those working help pay for 
all those currently collecting 
benefits. And if you happen 
to work even after you start 
collecting Social Security ben-
efits, the FICA tax you pay still 
goes to help pay benefits for 
you and for millions of others 
also collecting Social Security. 

Of the 7.65% FICA tax 
you pay, 6.2% goes to Social 
Security and 1.45% helps 
fund Medicare (your employer 
pays the same amounts). The 
6.2% SS tax you pay to Social 
Security isn’t deposited into a 
personal account which deter-
mines your benefit payment. 
Instead, your benefit is deter-
mined using your earnings 
record for the 35 years over 
your lifetime in which you 
earned the most (with early 
years adjusted for inflation). 
Your average earnings in those 
35 years are what determines 
your benefit amount, not how 
much you paid in FICA tax.

Thus, continuing to pay 
FICA taxes because you are 
still working won’t affect your 
Social Security benefit amount. 
And because of the way the 
program is structured, you 
don’t need to worry about how 
much you contributed to Social 
Security in taxes; you will con-
tinue to receive Social Security 
for as long as there are peo-
ple working and contributing 
to the program (for the rest of 
your life) - those now working 
pay for Social Security benefits 
now being paid. 

What could, however, affect 
your personal SS benefit 
amount now is your earnings 
level while working. Even 
after you start collecting Social 
Security benefits, if your cur-
rent earnings from work are 
more than any of those in the 
35 inflation-adjusted years 

used to originally compute 
your benefit, that benefit will 
be recomputed and increased 
as appropriate. And just in 
case you’re wondering, stud-
ies have shown that, on 
average, SS beneficiaries usu-
ally recover everything they 
paid into the system within 
about 5 years. Said another 
way, over your lifetime you’ll 
almost certainly get back 
much more in benefits than 
you paid in FICA SS taxes. 
The pay-back time is more for 
those who are self-employed 
(because they must pay both 
employee and employer por-
tions of FICA), but Social 
Security is, nevertheless, a 
pretty good deal which pays 
a guaranteed retirement bene-
fit for as long as you live after 
benefits start. 

So, what you were told is 
correct. Paying FICA taxes 
now won’t help increase your 
monthly benefit amount. But 
high earnings now, which are 
more than any in those 35 
inflation-adjusted years used to 
compute your SS benefit, will.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.� H

Does Paying SS Tax Now Increase 
My Benefit?

By Dan Walters 
CALMatters

“The enemy of my 
enemy is my friend” is an 
ancient proverb thought 
to date from a 4th century 
BC Sanskrit writing on 
statecraft.

The most graphic exam-
ple of its application 
occurred in World War II, 
when Soviet Russia, which 
had a “nonagression” pact 
with Nazi Germany, was 
suddenly attacked by its 
erstwhile ally.

Overnight, the Soviet 
Union’s dictator, Joseph 
Stalin, was transformed 
from enemy to a part-
ner of the U.S. and Great 
Britain in their war against 
Germany and its dicta-
tor, Adolf Hitler. Militarily, 
it was the best thing that 
could have happened for 
the Western allies because 
had it  not happened, 
Hitler might easily have 
triumphed.

Something like that is 
happening in California as 
Gov. Gavin Newsom fights 
off a campaign to oust him 
from office via a September 
14 recall election.

With voting underway, 
Newsom’s campaign has 
shifted from defending 
his gubernatorial record 
to attacking the leading 
Republican candidate to 
succeed him, talk show host 

Larry Elder. Pro-Newsom 
editorialists and the second 
place Republican, former 
San Diego Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer, have joined 
Newsom’s assault on Elder.

The overall theme of 
the attacks is that Elder’s 
extreme right-wing views 
make him unacceptable 
as an officeholder, and the 
drumbeat quickened last 
week when Elder’s former 
girlfriend accused him of 
being verbally abusive and 
even, at one point, waving a 
gun at her.

“I, for one brief moment, 
believed that he intended to 
shoot me. I was in fear for 
my life,” Alexandra Datig 
said, adding: “At the same 
time, I’m also very fear-
less and, having grown up 
around guns, I didn’t take it 
seriously.”

Elder, of course, denied 
the gun allegation, but 
immediately, his crit-
ics turned from saying he 
shouldn’t be governor to 
demanding that he drop out 
of the contest.

The Sacramento Bee 
declared that  Elder ’s 
“misogynistic attitudes 
toward women and the 
d a m n i n g  a l l e g a t i o n s 
revealed this week about 
how he treated his ex-fian-
cee Alexandra Datig are 
disqualifying, and make 
him wholly unfit to be 
California governor. Elder 
must drop out of the race 
immediately.”

“Elder ’s  backwards 
positions harm women’s 
rights and the livelihoods 
of California families,” 
Faulconer said in a late 
Friday afternoon statement. 
“Elder’s lack of judgement 
and character flaws threaten 
the success and credibil-
ity of this historic recall 

movement — Californians 
will not vote to recall one 
dysfunctional governor if it 
means replacing him with 
another.”

So what effect will this 
barrage of criticism from 
Newsom, Faulconer and 
pro-Newsom media have on 
Elder and the recall drive?

Newsom obviously hopes 
that focusing on Elder and 
the supposedly terrible fate 
that would befall California 
should he become gover-
nor will not only change 
the subject but motivate 
Democrats to vote against 
the recall. Democratic voter 
apathy is, polls indicate, the 
prime reason Newsom is in 
danger of losing his office.

However, the focus on 
Elder could also make it 
more likely that he would, 
in fact, become governor 
should the recall succeed. 
Voters who favor the recall 
could easily conclude that 
if Newsom, the media and 
Faulconer are ganging up on 
Elder, perhaps he’s just the 
man to lead the revolt against 
the political status quo.

That’s what happened 
in 2016 when Donald 
Trump emerged from the 
Republican pack to become 
the GOP’s presidential nom-
inee. The more Trump was 
attacked for his many per-
sonal shortcomings, the more 
attractive he became to angry 
Republican voters. The rest, 
as they say, is history.

Elder may be, as his crit-
ics say, unfit to be governor. 
However, like Trump, he 
probably loves the attention 
because his enemies are 
making him more friends.

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 60 
years, spending all but a few 
of those years working for 
California newspapers. � H

Larry Elder’s Critics may be 
Helping Him Succeed
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Regional Project to Receive Grant
By Sharon Sargeant, 
Regional San

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The United States Bureau of 
Reclamation (USBR) recently 
announced that Regional 
San will receive $1.7 mil-
lion to help fund Regional 
San’s Harvest Water Program. 
This additional funding adds 
to the previous $4.2 million 
received from USBR and 
$287.5 million in Proposition 
1 funding. Harvest Water was 
established to meet Regional 
San’s goal of increasing the 
use of recycled water by 
providing tertiary-treated 
wastewater for farmers—
demonstrating Regional San’s 
ongoing commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship.

Harvest Water represents 
one of the largest agricul-
tural water reuse projects in 
the United States. Once com-
plete, it will provide up to 
50,000 acre-feet per year of 
drought-resistant, Title 22 
water to irrigate up to 16,000 
acres of permanent agriculture 
and habitat conservation lands 
near the Cosumnes River and 
Stone Lakes National Wildlife 
Refuge in Sacramento County.

“Securing these funds helps 
Regional San in our efforts to 

increase recycled water use 
in the Sacramento region,” 
said Prabhakar Somavarapu, 
Regional San’s General Man-
ager. “Recycled wastewater 
provides a safe and sustainable 
water supply for agriculture, 
irrigation and habitat restora-
tion. It also reduces the need 
for groundwater pumping.” 

Next steps include contin-
ued planning efforts with local 
farmers and development of 
designs for pumping, transmis-
sion and distribution systems 
to convey recycled water from 
the wastewater treatment plant 
near Elk Grove to farmers in 
southern Sacramento County. 
The first phase of the recy-
cled water delivery system is 
expected to be operational by 
late 2024.

Learn more about Harvest 
Water at regionalsan.com/
harvestwater.

Regional San owns the 
regional wastewater con-
veyance system and the 
S a c r a m e n t o  R e g i o n a l 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
located near Elk Grove. We 
provide wastewater convey-
ance, treatment and disposal 
service to about 1.6 mil-
lion people throughout the 
Sacramento region. Learn 
more at regionalsan.com.� H

Watch out for Airfare Scams When Booking Flights
Better Business Bureau 
of Northeast California

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - With the avail-
ability of COVID-19 vaccines, travel is 
coming back! That's great news for sum-
mer vacation plans... and scammers. BBB 
Scam Tracker is receiving reports of con 
artists creating fake airline ticket book-
ing sites or customer service numbers. If 
you are buying airfare, use caution and 
double-check the URL or phone num-
ber before providing your credit card 
information.

How the Scam Works
While doing an online search for cheap 

flights, you come across what seems 
like a great deal with a major airline. 
You book the flight – either through the 
website or by calling a customer sup-
port number – and receive a confirmation 
message. However, when you look more 
closely at the email, you notice that you 
never actually received your ticket.

In another version of this scam, you 
book a flight on a travel website offering 
deals on airfare. You pay with your credit 
card like normal. But shortly after mak-
ing the payment, you receive a call from 
the company saying that there’s been a 
sudden price increase or an extra charge 
to finalize your booking. This is some-
thing a legitimate company would never 
do! 

In either case, you call the airline to 
follow up about your flight. After talk-
ing to an agent, you find that they have no 

record of your booking. It turns out you 
accidentally purchased tickets through a 
scam website or a phony customer ser-
vice number.  One victim told BBB Scam 
Tracker: "I received a phone call right 
after [I booked the flight] stating that they 
wanted $100 per passenger to finalize my 
flight." Then, after calling the airline to 
complain, the victim discovered that "the 
flight wasn't available to begin with. The 
flight was never booked... this company 
just charged my card." 

How to Avoid Travel Scams
Do your research. If you come across 

a company you haven’t dealt with before, 
research it before making any purchases. 
Look on BBB.org for reviews and feed-
back from previous customers;

Double-check the URL before you 
enter personal and payment information. 
It can be easy to click on a sponsored ad 
or imposter website without noticing. 
Before you enter any sensitive informa-
tion, double-check that you are on the 
right website and that the link is secure. 
Secure links start with “https://” and 
include a lock icon on the purchase page. 
Learn more at BBB.org/BBBSecure;

Be wary of third-party websites. Some 
websites appear to offer a legitimate ser-
vice but are only fronts for a scam. Be 
suspicious of websites with no working 
customer service number and no physical 
address. Typos and grammatical errors 
can be indications of a scammer’s hand-
iwork, too; 

Make online purchases with your 

credit card. Fraudulent charges made on 
a credit card can usually be disputed, 
whereas that might not be the case with 
other payment methods. Unfortunately, 
there is no way to get back the personal 
information you may have shared. 

To learn more about planning a get-
away during COVID-19, check out this 
tip from BBB. For ways to protect your-
self from travel scams, go to BBB.org/
TravelScam. Read more about customer 
service number scams.

Stay one step ahead of scammers by 
subscribing to BBB’s weekly Scam Alert 
emails. 

If you’ve been a victim of an air-
line ticket or other travel scam, please 
report your experience at BBB.org/
ScamTracker. By doing so you can help 
others to avoid falling prey to scammers.

The Better Business Bureau is a non-
profit, business-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high standards for 
fair and honest business behavior. For 
more than 100 years, the Better Business 
Bureau has been helping people find busi-
nesses, brands, and charities they can trust. 
BBB provides objective advice, free BBB 
Business Profiles on more than 5.3 million 
companies, 11,000 charity reviews, dispute 
resolution services, alerts, and educational 
information on topics affecting marketplace 
trust. There are over 100 local, independent 
BBBs across the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico. BBB of Northeast California 
was founded in 1937 and serves 24 coun-
ties throughout the region. Visit bbb.org for 
more information.� H

Tax Services

Work Wanted

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916 773-1111

DISCLAIMER
Be wary of out of area companies. 
Check with the local Better 
Business Bureau before you 
send any money for fees or 
services. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

NOTICE TO READERS
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 
State law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board.

Services

Real Estate

Wanted - AUTOS

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  
Fast Free Pickup – Running or Not - 
24 Hour Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation – Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. (CalSCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live 
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels 
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 
65  Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-855-404-2509

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-7909. (SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN
--------------------------------------------------
Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)](SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

Water Damage to Your Home?  Call 
for a quote for professional clean-
up & maintain the value of your 
home!  Set an appt. today! Call 
1-855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN
--------------------------------------------------
Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen Concentrator 
Store:  1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-327-2824. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Guitar Lessons – Beginner to
Advanced. $15/half hour. $25/hour.
f reddiebbalber t@gmai l .com. 
916-507-6658       (MPG 12-31-21)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 
844-857-1737    (Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & au-
dits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 1-855-970-2032 (CalSCAN)

Is it time to declutter and clean your 
garage and house? I can help! And I 
prune and weed and wash windows. 
References, College grad. Call Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-21) 

RETIRED COUPLE $1 Mil 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, top 
$ paid! PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE 1-707-339-5994. 
Email: porscherestoration@
yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Financial Services

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

Landscaping

For Rent

Fitness/Yoga

Handyman

 (916) 613-8359 

Scott Lehman
Gutter Dog

A Quality 
Home 

Maintenance
Hauling
Gutters Cleaned
Yardwork
One Time Lawn
Mowing
You Name It!

Miscellaneous

Music Lessons

DOG RESCUE
Gary  

(916) 334-2841
Please 

 Adopt or Foster
Because so many really  

great dogs are dying  
for a good home...
ShelterMOU

@hotmail.com

Pets/Animals

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic.#817945   35 Years Experience
916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot, 
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Roofi ng

916-722-6321
VISA / MASTER CARD

Insured. Workman’s comp. Arborist

BPTreeServices.com

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING

FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

California Contractors Lic #1036031

Tree Service

COMPUTER SERVICES

Your Fitness Genie

Be Active, Call Today!
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

Age Well
At Home

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

(916)768-8767

Virtual SessionsVirtual Sessions

Painting / Roofing

Local Classified

Professional, Loving  
PET SITTING

*Established Reputation
*Kennel Free
*Lots of TLC

*Happy & Safe Enviroment
*Affordable Rate

Call Madeline  
(916) 723-1608

Insurance/Health

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663
vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/ 

Call or come by

HALL RENTALS Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

Many Positions are 
Available. Please    no 
phone calls. Apply in 
person.

HELP WANTED

10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova, 

CA 95670

BAE.S Painting 
Service

House & Apt
Interior/Exterior
Flat Roof: Water 

Leak Repair
Gutter Cleaning

Cell: 279 333-6660

P A I N T I N G

20 years of 
experience

Fall Yard clean up. Mow, 
weed, prune, haul, rock, 
bark, and gutters. Light 

Fence Work

LANDSCAPING

916 205-9310
916 688-9310

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate License #01041073  
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*
HEALTH & WEALTH

JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c

“You are what you absorb.” 
World class vitamin/mineral 
suppliment Empower Plus 
- Advanced. Learn more at 
tbuckley1.renovaworldwide.
com. Tim 916-370-0858
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Cable/ Internet

Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks
Starting in Sacramento and / or Perris, CA.

Experience helpful. Must have DOT physical and bewilling
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, cleanMVR.

DRIVEN TO BE THE BEST
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes!

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging,
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911

Piano player for Sundays. 
Good pay. Fairvale Church 
8660 Madison F.O. Call 
530-748-6694

WANTED

3 Hours every other 
week. $80, we supply 
all products, equip. Judi, 
916 965-5674. Carmichael

HOUSEKEEPER

All American
Will Kits

Do-It-Yourself
Legal Will 

Written by an attorney

Valid in all states
Order online at

www.allamericanwillkits.com

Public sale Saturday Sept 
4th 2021 at 2591 Village 
Pkwy West Sacramento Cal-
ifornia 95691 Starts at 8am. 
Items are from two red ware-
houses with furniture, lamps, 
art, glassware and home de-
cor. Vintage and mid century

Public Sale

2 dining room tables and 
chairs. Also a hutch and 
sofa. Very good condi-
tion. Call 916 717-0601

FOR SALE

Ash, redwood, 
oak,pine... Please call 

916 747 6446.

FREE FIREWOOD

Rodkey Home Sale
Beautiful waterfront home for sale in Post 
Falls, ID, just off of Lake Coeur d’Alene  
on the Spokane River. For more info go to:  
bit.ly/3mqXtAP or call 1-208-819-3416.
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TRACTOR SERVICETRACTOR SERVICE
• Mowing • Rototilling 

• Discing • Scraper/Loader

(916) 991-8431
Call

2349 I Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673
(916) 991-3696

• Cold Sodas • Cold Beer • Candy • Bread
California Lottery • Open 10–7, 7 Days a week

BILL’S MARKET
Taichi Master • Kam Tim Wong

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA

Rio Linda Eye CareRio Linda Eye Care
Laser Surgery • Eye Glasses • Contact Lenses

• Eyewear for Computer Users 

Dr. William FleischmannDr. William Fleischmann
((916916)) 991-8444 991-8444

• One-Time Clean Up and Maintenance
• Lawn Aerate and Dethatch

• Sprinkler Repair
• Lawn Aerate and Dethatch

Jose’s Landscape MaintenanceJose’s Landscape Maintenance
Since 1985 • Bonded & Insured

(916) 991-6923
joseslandscapemaintenance@gmail.com

CALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AA--11  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  RROOOOFFIINNGG
• New Roofs • Certifications • Roof Repairs  

• Dry Rot Repairs • Roof Inspections • Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor
1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673

Cell: (916) 206-1613
Contractor Lic. #681098

EEllaannaa  LLuupp  ––  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr//OOwwnneerr
7845 Dominion Way 

Elverta, CA 95626

EEllvveerrttaa  EEllddeerrllyy  HHoommee  CCaarree
Over 20 Years Experience

CA Official Nursing Certificate 
((991166))  999922--88992200

We take  
care of your  
loved ones.

Very 
Low Prices.

License 
#347003280  

GREENWAY TREE SERVICEGREENWAY TREE SERVICE
Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning, 

Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

(916) 224-9750

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured

(916) 796-1005

Marty Moen
Fencing and DecksFencing and Decks

Free Estimates Free Estimates 
• Ornamental Iron 

• Wood • Chain Link

Fencing and Decks

License # 852410

Natalie Miller
Independent Beauty Consultant

millernatalie29@yahoo.com
www.marykay.com/nmiller9625

916.621.0833

Contact me for a Complimentary Facial

Helping People and the Community
with the Alcohol and Drug Problem!

Over 20 Years in Business!

Sober Living - 916.961.2691

HOME SERVICES
DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS
SIDING
ROOF
AUTO SERVICES
CAR WASH
CARPET
SEATS
WAX
UV PROTECTANT

Pressure Washing Services
License Number SPB12021-00112

Robert Beard
916-825-0999
DUDEPRESSURE@GMAIL.COM
DUDEPRESSURE.SIMDIF.COM

Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 7

Crossword Puzzle on Page 7 STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • EMMY AWARDS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. *Emmy Awards attendees 
or celestial bodies
6. “He ____ and drank the 
precious words...”
9. Skier’s transport
13. Move like ivy
14. What Alex and Lexington 
have in common
15. Power glitch
16. White condiment
17. Schiller’s “____ to Joy”
18. Movie “The ____ of the 
Chicago 7”
19. *”Last Week ____ with 
John Oliver”
21. *”Lovecraft ____”
23. Excessively
24. Invitation request
25. Part of graduate’s 
ensemble
28. South American indige-
nous people
30. Lung pouch (2 words)
35. Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 
target
37. Stain on Santa
39. Take exception to
40. Highland tongue
41. Bar, legally
43. Tropical tuber
44. Time on the job
46. Grey tea
47. Make a picture
48. Satellite Navigation 
System, for short
50. Mr. Eugene Krabs, e.g.
52. X
53. *Compilation of nomi-
nees, e.g.
55. Uh-huh
57. *”Swingers” actor turned 
“The Mandalorian” director
61. *Ewan McGregor’s role
65. Soviet entity
66. Flightless bird
68. Princess of #34 Down
69. Type of weasel
70. Lady or Tramp, e.g.
71. Improvise
72. Young herring
73. Printing unit, pl.
74. ‘90s TV sitcom “Boy ____ 
World”

DOWN
1. Sing like Ella Fitzgerald
2. Jack, Janet and Chrissy from 
“Three’s Company,” e.g.
3. Long time
4. Rekindled
5. Faucet
6. Loads (2 words)
7. *Jason Sudeikis’ role
8. Golden parachute recipients
9. U, on the road
10. One from Great Britain
11. Culture-growing turf
12. Bank on
15. Like an ignoramus
20. *Hugh Laurie’s medical drama, 
nominated 25 times, that ended 
in 2012
22. Egg cells
24. Great Britain’s anti-mob law (2 
words)
25. *”The Queen’s Gambit” game
26. Blood carrier
27. Suggest
29. *Drag ball culture drama
31. Retired, shortened
32. *”Get ____,” Outstanding 
Comedy Series winer in 1968 and 69

33. Saintly glows
34. *Royalty chronicles, with The
36. Philadelphia’s Ivy
38. Millimeter of mercury
42. “Vamos a la ____”
45. *What one needs to be 
nominated
49. Itinerary word
51. Old crone
54. Like Elvis’s famous shoes
56. Digression
57. Much ado
58. Against, prefix
59. Violin’s Renaissance 
predecessor
60. One less traveled
61. Os in XOXO
62. *The Handmaid’s “story”
63. ____ top of ____
64. Captures
67. *Allison Janney’s show

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 7 

Solutions on Page 7

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?
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By David Dickstein, 
Gold River Resident

	It’s time to hand out my annual Best of 
Gold River Awards, better known as the 
Goldies! Can’t afford Ricky Gervais to 
host, so here you go without further ado:

Best Eyesore – The tent city adjacent to 
the Chevron station on Hazel – the one that 
welcomes you to Gold River beyond the 
westbound 50 offramp. 

Best Health Hazard/Proof We Need 
New Leadership – See above.

Best Surprise – Driving past the fire 
station on Coloma and not seeing the 
other tent city hurting our property values 
and local businesses. Now, we need to do 
something about the one growing on the 
south side of Coloma.

Best New Sandwich – Baguette Up’s 
French dip.

Best Old Sandwich – The Santa Cruz 
from Bel Air’s deli counter.

Best Coffee Drink – Scooter’s Super 
Skinny Iced Mocha.

Best Wine and Cocktail – No clue 
since I stopped drinking, but send me your 
votes using the email address at the end of 
this column.

Best Build-Your-Own-Salad – Blaze 
Pizza. Really!

Best Pizza (Gold River) – Anywhere 
but Blaze Pizza. Really, really!

Best Pizza (outside Gold River) – 
Chicago Fire’s deep-dish with Italian 
sausage. I can’t eat that anymore for rea-
sons explained later, but have a slice or 
two for me at Palladio in Folsom.

Best Proof that Gold River Town 
Centre Needs a New Owner – Empty 
spaces that once had a Hallmark store, 
Outback Steakhouse, Applebee’s and 
Western Feed & Pet Supply.

Best Inefficient Village Board Move 
– Sending fix-it notices to nearly all the 
homeowners in my Powell village, to 
which many abided with a $500 deposit, 
only to be told by the contracted exterior 

painting company weeks later that there’s 
additional work needed to be done, requir-
ing another round with the GRCA and 
village architectural committees and 
another $500 deposit per project. 

Best Giving of the Royal Finger – By 
those who continue to park in their drive-
way overnight despite repeated village 
board notices that they are in violation of 
the CC&Rs. When did Gold River become 
a sanctuary community?

Best Unverified Rumor – That the 
former Outback will become a Mexican 
restaurant. If so, please let it be a better 
version of Carmelita’s, which has gone 
downhill since before the pandemic.

Best Controversial Issue that Seems 
to have Disappeared – The once-planned 
Highway 50 interchange that had Eureka 
Village and all of Gold River in an uproar. 
Or maybe they still are, and I’ve been liv-
ing under a rock.

Best Pet Warnings – The daily posts 
on Nextdoor from neighbors who have 
sighted bobcats, mountain lions, coyotes, 
boars, hawks, rattlesnakes, grizzlies, lions, 
rhinos, Brahma bulls, ill-tempered sharks 
with laser beams on their heads, velocirap-
tors and Lord knows what else.

Best Neighborly Gathering – Our 
village fireworks show over Fourth of 
July weekend. Dozens of appreciative 

neighbors had a great time safely celebrat-
ing America’s birthday in our cul-de-sac, 
and with live music! Although big fun, it 
was a scaled-down version of the show we 
did for years in Gold River when hundreds 
of people had a Yankee doodle dandy of 
a time.

Best Patriotic Jerks – Whoever still 
thinks it’s the Fourth of July by lighting 
off illegal fireworks on the trails between 
11 p.m. and 2 a.m. on random nights.

Best Getaway – By the guy I fol-
lowed for a minute after he was caught 
stealing a bag of snack chips from inside 
Bel Air, and no doubt other things unde-
tected. Despite my giving him the third 
degree, the dude kept on walking until I 
realized I shouldn’t be caring more about 
shoplifters than Bel Air, itself. They won’t 
do a darn thing – other than raise prices for 
the rest of us who do believe in paying for 
what we want.

Best Nerve – Bel Air for letting shoplift-
ers do their thing without consequence and 
yet asking paying customers to denote to 
the company’s favorite charity with every 
transaction. I have an idea! Do a better job 
minding your store and enforcing the law, 
and then donate the additional profits to 
your own darn charity and leave us alone.

Best (Fairly) New Book Penned by 
a Neighbor – Get passed the bulky title 
and “The Story of E: Book 1 – Buried 
but Never Forgotten, a Journey Through 
Earth” (2020) is a fantastical and spiritual 
page-turner by Elisa Chastaine. The Gold 
River author truly struts her adventurous 
imagination in the first of a planned tril-
ogy of novels.

Best Recent Personal Decision – Even 
more than getting vaccinated so I can 
travel more, it’s having the gastric sleeve 
surgery in February so I can live more. 
Down 100 pounds and counting.

David Dickstein is a Gold River resident, 
award-winning writer and principal at the  
PR firm Prose & Comms Inc. He can be 
reached at daviddickstein1@gmail.com. H

It’s the Annual Goldie Awards!

Our elected officials have made it virtually impossible to do anything about this health, safety 
and aesthetic problem next to the Chevron on Hazel, which workers told me has seriously hurt 
business for many months. Photos don’t capture the vermin and odor detected on my recent 
visit. Photos by David Dickstein

Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

COUPON

Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

COUPON

 

BONUS COUPON BONUS COUPON BONUS COUPON

Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

9 LIVES
CANNED CAT FOOD

5.5 Oz
All Varieties

Limit 2 Cases
Per Family 39¢

JONNY CAT
CAT LINERS

Jumbo Drawstring - 5 Ct
Limit 1 Box with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon  Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

$209
CHM

PLU 449

FRISKIES
DRY CAT FOOD

 16 Lb Bag
•Seafood •Indoor •Surfing & Turfing

Limit 2 Bags
per Family

$1099

JONNY CAT
PREMIUM CAT LITTER

20 Lb Bag
•Regular •Multiple Cat Formula

Limit 2 Bags
Per Family

 

$419

TASTE OF THE WILD
GRAIN FREE

DRY DOG FOOD
•Wetlands •Sierra Mountains •Pacific

Salmon •High Prarie •Southwest Canyon

28 Lb Bag$3999

WHISKAS
TEMPTATIONS CAT TREATS

•Selected Varieties - 3 Oz
Limit 2 Pkgs with Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon 
Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

$139
CHM

PLU 569

BLUE BUFFALO
WILDERNESS
DRY DOG FOOD

•Chicken •Salmon •Duck
•Large Breed •Healthy Weight

24 Lb Bag 
100%
Grain Free
Limit 2 Bags

AS MARKED
$10 OFF

Our Regular Low Prices!

MODEL. . . . . . .TANK . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PET CLUB SALE

107 . . .25 GAL . . . . . .
$87.99

207 . . .40 GAL . . . . . .
$99.99

MODEL. . . . . . .TANK . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PET CLUB SALE

307 . . .70 GAL . . .
$131.99

407 . . 100 GAL . .
$169.99

FLUVAL FILTER SALE

AQUEON BOXED 10 GALLON TANK
With Economy Kit
$44.99 Limit 1

Per Family
Just add Heater
For Tropical Fish

FANCY FEAST
GOURMET

CANNED CAT FOOD
All Varieties except Elegent Medley

3 Oz
Limit 2
Cases Per
Family

ON SALE
Everyday

FRISKIES BUFFET
CANNED CAT FOOD

5.5 Oz   All Varieties
Limit 1 Case With Coupon
Limit One Coupon Per Family
Price Valid Only With Coupon  Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

ON SALE
Everyday

CHM
PLU 367

Look for Advertised Sale Items Everyweek at www.petclubstores.com

Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

PRECIOUS CAT
 CAT LITTER

20 Lb Box  
  

Touch of 
Limit 2 Boxes

 
Cat Attract 

$1299 
Outdoors

 $849

KORDON CORAL SEA
50 GAL SALT MIx WITH AMQUEL

$14.99

MERRICK’S
WHOLE EARTH FARMS DRY DOG FOOD

•Grain Free Chicken/Turkey •Grain Free Pork, Beef & Lamb
  25 Lb Bag  Limit 2 Bags per Family

$7 OFF
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

CANIDAE
DRY DOG FOOD

FOR ALL LIFE STAGES
•Multi-Protein •Chicken Meal & Rice

 •Large Breed 44 Lb
(Multi Protein,
Chicken Meal
& Rice, Lamb
& Rice, Less
Active 30 Lb)       

As Marked
$10 OFF

Our Regular Low Prices!

WELLNESS
CANNED CAT FOOD

•Pate •Gravy     Selected Varieties 
Also •Signature Select •Core 5.3 Oz  Limit 1 Case  

 Full Case

20% OFF
REGULAR

LOW PRICES

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL
CANNED FOOD SALE

Dog Cans 13.2 Oz (Reg & Grain Free) All Varieties
Cat Cans ( 3 Oz Grain Free & 5.5 Oz)  Limit 1 Case 10% OFF

OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

As Marked

WELLNESS DRY DOG FOOD
24-30 Lb Bag •Chicken •Senior  •Grain Free Lamb
 •Healthy Weight 

 
•Grain Free 

 (Lrg Breed Adult $58.99)
 
•Grain Free Adult 

$5399
  White Fish 

$5699

SCIENCE DIET
SMALL BITES DRY DOG FOOD

•Adult •Light •Mature  (Puppy Small Bites $25.99)
(Sensitive Stomach $29.99) (Lamb & Rice Small Bites $30.99) 

$2499

15 Lb Bag Limit 2 Bags SWHEAT SCOOP NATURAL WHEAT LITTER
(12 Lb Bag - Original   $10.99   Multi Cat  $11.99)

 36 Lb Bag   
 Limit 2 Bags     Original 

$2999 
Multi-Cat 

$3199

CAREFRESH
PET BEDDING

60 Liter
(Ultra Not Included 

$1649

FELINE PINE
HEALTHY CAT LITTER

20 Lb Bag

Limit 2 Bag $799

CAT COUNTRY
PREMIUM ORGANIC CAT LITTER

Limit 2 Bags  20 Lb
$799 

40 Lb
$1499 

MEOW MIX
CAT FOOD

  Market Select 
  2.75 Oz Cup   Limit 1 Case 53¢

PURINA PRO-PLAN
CANNED CAT FOOD

•Selected Varieties  3 Oz Can
(Focus & Selected Varieties 99¢)  Limit 2 Cases 89¢

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL
DRY DOG FOOD

•Adult (including Beef) •Large Breed (Including Beef)
•Mature •Weight Care •Puppy (Reg & Lrg Breed) 28 Lb Bag

As Marked 

10% OFF
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

Limit 2 Bags

FREE1 LB SPORT MIx PREMIUMDOG BISCUITSwith the purchase of pet,fish food or supply.Limit 1 Lb    PLU 332    CHM  Limit 1 Coupon per family

$500OFF
Any PurchAse  of $15.00 or More  of Pe t or fish suP P lie s(Excluding Pet Food or Litter)Cannot be used in conjunction with similar dollar or percentage off coupons & advertised sale items.Limit 1     PLU 351    CHMLimit: 1 Coupon Per Family

ADVANTAGE FLEA CONTROL & TREATMENT
Dog Small (Green) Dog Extra Large (Blue)
Dog Medium (Teal) Cat Small (Orange)
Dog Large (Red) Cat Large (Purple)
Limit 2 Per Family. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

$4 OFF
OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES

REDBARN
NATURAL DOG TREATS

•Bully Treats •Filler Bones
•Bully Nuggets  All Varieties
except Mammoth Bone $7.99

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

MAMMOTH PET PRODUCTS
TIRE BITER PAW TRACKS

•Squeaky Freaks
•Soft Pet Toys
All Varieties

20% OFF
OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

PETSAFE GENTLE LEADER
•Head Collars
•Easy Walk Harnesses
•Come With Me Kitty

20% OFF
OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

PET AG
ESBILAC

Puppy Milk Replacer Weaning Food
KMR

Kitten Milk Replacer Weaning Food

20%
OFF

OUR SUPER LOW PRICES

TETRA FISH FOOD SALE
Tetrafin Goldfish 7.06 oz.  . . . . . . $9.49
Tetramin Staple 7.06 oz.  . . . . .$12.99
Tetra Color 7.06 oz.  . . . . .$12.99

We Beat Almost All Online Prices on Premium Brand Pet Foods.
Including Blue Buffalo, Chicken Soup, Earth Born, Diamond Naturals, Pinnacle, Taste of the Wild, & Royal Canin.

PET CLUB
FOOD AND SUPPLIES
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

Super Discount Prices*  Hot Specials & Coupons
*Short term promotions from vendors

(No Membership Fees)

We Only Accept ATM, Cash, & Checks   M-F 9-8, SAT 9-7, SUN 10-7   Effective 9/1/21 - 9/7/21 

2344 Sunrise Blvd.
Rancho Cordova, CA
916-635-5008 

SU
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LV
D

PET
CLUB

N Sportsman
Warehouse

Smart
& Final

Chevron
Station

W E
Zinfandel Dr

50

N.
SU

NR
IS
E 
BL

VDPET
CLUB

N
Home
Depot

Office
Max

80

Eureka Rd.

Lead Hill Blvd
Douglas Blvd

318 N Sunrise Blvd.
Roseville, CA

916-781-8500



SEPTEMBER, 2021	 GOLD RIVER MESSENGER • 9

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Gold River Messenger is 
a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word � le to: 
publisher@mpg8.com. 
Be sure to place in the subject 
� eld “Attention to Publisher.” 
If you do not have email 
access, please call us at
(916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the Gold River Messenger to strive for an objective 
point of view in the reporting of news and events. It is understood 
that the opinions expressed on these pages are those of the 
authors and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of the 
publisher or our contributors.

The Gold River Messenger is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the Gold River 
Messenger are copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created 
and/or composed by the Gold River Messenger is with the 
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Eskaton Lodge Gold River
Assisted Living, Pre-Memory Care and Memory Care

11390 Coloma Road • Gold River, CA 95670
License #347001241

at Eskaton Lodge Gold River

Experience  
the Difference

Equal Housing Opportunity 

Experience Eskaton Lodge Gold River, a vibrant 
senior living community located near shops, 
restaurants and medical services. With a wide 
range of services and amenities available, our 
dedicated staff will help you create a lifestyle 
tailored to your needs and preferences.

Overall Resident
Satisfaction Score94%

Experience our community 
 and meet our care staff today!  

916-900-1685 • eskaton.org/elgr

• Enhanced nurse support and diabetic 
management program

• Dayspring pre-memory care neighborhood  
for those experiencing dementia who are  
able to live semi-independently

• Access to SafelyYou, a fall-risk reduction 
technology integrated into our memory  
care neighborhood

• Eskaton Connect app to keep residents  
and families connected and informed

• Voice-capable smart home lighting  
and thermostats controlled by Alexa

Commentary 
by W. Bruce Lee

Governor Newsom’s recall 
election concludes September 
14, and the rhetoric is heat-
ing up, so it’s important to 
carefully evaluate what’s 
being said!  We will see more 
political advertisements bom-
barding us!

The first ad I saw was 
the rapid-paced Newsom’s 
“Roaring Back” blitzkrieg.  
It starts with, “Newsom is 
delivering money to your 
pocket!”  It continues … 
$1,100 in your pocket, plus 
$500 if you have children 
(Covid relief).  It then pro-
claims he delivered $4 billion 
in small business grants 
(again Covid).  A couple 
projects by Newsom are men-
tioned and it ends with “Free 
Pre-K” for every child!!  

Honestly, my first reaction 
was that Newsom is paying 
us to vote for him.  Money 
for everyone!  However, 
most of that money is federal 
money and all of that money 
is taxpayer money.  

The other ad I viewed 
was US Senator Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Massachusetts) 
“Here’s the Deal” declara-
tion.  “Republicans across 
the country are attacking the 
election results and the right 
to vote.”  And, she asserts, 
these same evil forces are 
attacking California in a 
power grab.  This “Partisan 
Recall” is “abusing the recall 
process,” Warren declares!

How so, I wonder?  How 

is the process being abused?  
The process was laid out in 
state law for anyone to use 
since 1911.  

Since 1913, eleven recalls 
have qualified for the bal-
lot (of 179 attempts) and 
six were successful per 
the Secretary of State.  Of 
those six, three republi-
cans and three democrats 
were recalled.  That doesn’t 
seem too partisan.  And, if 
this is such a partisan power 
play, why is Warren from 
Massachusetts doing the ad 
and not one of our two US 
California Senators (both 
democrats)?  Other Newsom 
ads speak of “anti-science 
republicans” and other guilt 
by association smears.

And, by the way, if you ask 
who is funding the Warren ad, 
it’s Reed Hastings (Netflix 
founder/CEO) who was also 
on the board of Facebook; 
the  Service  Employees 
International Union #215 (state 
employees union); and the 
California Democratic Party.

Newsom blasts the $276 
million cost of the recall, 
which is a lot of money.  
However, that pales with 
other state expenditures, such 
as the proposed $1 billion 
being foisted by the legisla-
ture to tear down and rebuild 
the Capitol annex so legis-
lators can have new luxury 
offices!  The recall is a legit-
imate expense of citizens 
exercising ownership over 
their government.  The Annex 
is just the legislators padding 
their own chairs!

There are approximately 
22 million registered voters 
in California.  About 24.2% 
are republicans, 46.1% are 
democrats, and 24% have no 
party preference.  To gather 
the 1.5 million signatures to 
qualify the recall (1.6 mil-
lion were collected), I am 
confident that there were a 
few democrats mixed in the 
petitions.  And, last spring 

when Newsom touted the 
30 day period when people 
could retract their signatures 
… less than 50 did so.  How 
embarrassing!

In an August 2-4, 2021 
statewide poll for the San 
Diego Union, 51% favored 
recalling Newsom (up from 
36% in May).  Only 40% 
wanted to keep him (down 
from 47% in May).  

Now, you may like or dis-
like Newsom, and I’ll keep 
my opinion to myself, but 
I can confidently predict 
the recall is not about par-
tisanship, but perceived 
performance by the voters.

If voters do recall Newsom, 
we have 46 replacement can-
didates, most of whom are 
useless, “vanity candidates” 
who clutter the names of 
the six or seven serious can-
didates.  Yes, with $4,200 
and 65 friends, you, too, 
could have run for governor!  
Please don’t waste your vote 
on a lost cause candidate, the 
issues are too important.  Just 
be glad we don’t have the 135 
candidates as we did in 2003 
with the Gray Davis recall.

Be skeptical of adver-
tisements.  Beware of what 
is promised but unproven!  
Come to events, such as 
our SacTax (Sacramento 
Taxpayers  Associat ion) 
interviews with Governor 
candidates this year.  Be 
informed and intelligent.  
Exercise ownership over our 
governments. These recom-
mendations will make each of 
us better citizens!

W. Bruce Lee is an educa-
tor and speaker (WBruceLee.
com) with a career in gov-
ernment as an elected official 
and fiscal advisor, who has 
worked at the local, state, and 
federal levels.  He authors 
the “We the Government” 
column as a community ser-
vice.  He is president of 
the Sacramento Taxpayers 
Association (SacTax).� H

“To Newsom or Not to Newsom”

* Excludes Medicare and Worker’s Compensation.

Dr. Thad Potocki DC
5150 Sunrise Blvd.

Suite F1
Fair Oaks, CA 95628

916-536-0400
w w w . d r p o t o c k i . c o m

(Corner of Wildridge & Sunrise)

Consultation, Exam, 
X-Rays (if necessary),  
and 1 Adjustment for

$4500*

THE NATURAL WAY TO GOOD HEALTH

RESTORATION
SPINAL CARE CENTERS

 WE LISTEN
WE CARE

WE GET RESULTS!

 WE LISTEN
WE CARE

WE GET RESULTS!
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Are Pests Invading
Your Yard? 

Deal with them in an
eco-friendly way.  Attract 

bene�cial bugs to your garden 
and let them get rid of the pests!

Learn more about good bugs and
the type of plants that attract them at   

www.beriverfriendly.net
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HONORING OUR PAST  –  INSPIRING THE FUTURE

CALIFORNIACAPITALAIRSHOW.COM

in partnership with

presents

BUY TICKETS NOW!BUY TICKETS NOW!

fire, to drug presence, gar-
bage pollution, and fears 
for recreational safety –
resulted from unauthorized 
campers. Recent statutes, 
prevent Rangers from oust-
ing Parkway dwellers if 
they have nowhere else to 
sleep. Other activities can 
nevertheless be prosecuted: 
littering is illegal; hunting 
and threatening behavior 
is illegal. Fires outside des-
ignated picnic spots are 
illegal.

Deputy Metro Fire Chief 
Niko King confirmed that 
nearly all parkland confla-
grations this year originated 
in encampments. 

Trash and sewage dump-
ing is another issue. Higher 
than acceptable E.coli 
readings are not all camper-
related but much riverside 
garbage is. Said Parkway 
steward Don Hall: “We’ve 
got hoarders and tweak-
ers (meth users) bringing 
th ings  in to  parkway 
encampments that destroy 
aesthetics, sanitation and 
safety. We are the voice of 
the Parkway. We need to 
speak out on the issue of 
illegal camping… it can’t 
be allowed to continue.”

Vo l u n t e e r  L e i g h 
Rutledge said formerly 
pristine river areas were 
now landfills. “We are so 
fortunate that a group of 
people had the foresight to 
save this land for all of us,” 
she said. “We’re going to 
let it become one giant gar-
bage dump. And a burned 
garbage dump. We’ve got 
to do what it takes to stop 
this.”

A nature-lover advo-
cated for wildlife. “Imagine 

what losing 11 percent of 
your range means to ani-
mals” said the speaker. 
“Flood plain parks are not 
just for human leisure. Our 
Parkway was set aside as 
a habitat for hundreds of 
animal species. What pro-
tection do they have when 
we allow it to be burned, 
polluted and filled with 
garbage?”

Supervisor Serna said 
Sacramento County was 
resource-challenged but not 
guilty of letting grass grow 
under its feet. Sites were 
being considered for a tri-
age center – with support 
services – for the homeless. 
When taxed to recommend 
how the public could help 
save the Parkway, Serna 
and fellow panelists urged:

Volunteer for trash clean 
ups; Report illegal fires; 
Write letters to officials; 
Attend Supervisorial meet-
ings and call the County to 
task. 

Explained Supervisor 
Rich Desmond: “Showing 
up  and  compla in ing 
achieves progress in our 
creating alternative places 
for homeless people to go. 
When we have these places, 
there will be no excuse for 
us not enforcing ordinances 
and stopping the destruc-
tion of our Parkway.”

Volunteers may assist 
The  Great  American 
River Clean Up project on 
September 18.

Learn about this and 
other American River 
Parkway projects at www.
arpf.org 

Write to your County 
representative at: 700 
H Street, Suite 1450, 
Sacramento, CA 95814. �H

Continued from page 1

Residents Rally 
for Parkway

Kelly Brothers Speaks on Investment, 
Cryptocurrency, and the Financial Climate

Photo and story 
by Margaret Snider

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA (MPG) 
- Financial expert Kelly 
Brothers had a lot to talk 
about at the Rancho Cordova 
Luncheon on August 20. 
“Financial literacy should 
be required in every school 
in the country,” Brothers 
said.  “Forty years ago if 
you retired you got a gold 
watch, you probably got a 
pension whether you were 
a state employee or whether 
you were private sector.  You 
had a social security check 
that was fully funded, you 
had Medicare that was fully 
funded.  You took three 
cruises and you died at 72 . . 
. the average length of retire-
ment back then was about 
8-9 years.”

Now, financial planning 
is largely being handed off 
to the individual.  With lon-
gevity often extending into 
the 90s and the uncertain 
state of Social Security and 
Medicare, “Financial literacy 
is more important than ever,” 
Brothers said, “to understand 
how markets work, to under-
stand where the risks are.” 
Don’t be afraid of the stock 
market.  The market will 
come up and go down, but 
if your timeline is 10, 15, 30 
years, that’s where you need 
to do it.  Bonds won’t do it, 
cash won’t do it, gold won’t 
do it.  You need to be able to 
invest with confidence and 
endure the short-term bumps 
for the long-term goal . . . 
if you’re undereducated on 
the subject, there’s a chance 
you’ll make an emotional 
decision at the wrong time.”

Paul Keefer of Pacific 
Charter Institute, who was at 
the luncheon, is also a board 
member on the Sacramento 
County Office of Education. 

“I would echo what Kelly 
Brothers said about the 
importance of investing and 
really rounding out a per-
son’s future as much as 
they work on their everyday 
expenses . . . His point about 
schools offering financial 
literacy and adults under-
standing financial literacy is 
very important.”

Kelly said statistics show 
61 percent of the peo-
ple in the country did not 
pay a penny in income tax, 
which means that 39 per-
cent are pulling the freight.  
People are leaving California 
because of the high level of 
taxation, among other things.  
“These are people who have 
been contributors, not just 
in terms of tax dollars, but 
contributors in terms of phi-
lanthropy, contributors in 
terms of being supporters 
and boosters and advocates 

for local business . . . It’s 
sad to me that we have the 
highest taxes in the nation – 
income taxes – and even in a 
year when we have a 75-bil-
lion-dollar surplus . . . it is 
not considered to be polite 
conversation in California 
to talk about maybe lower-
ing taxes or fees and making 
us more competitive.  It’s not 
even discussed.” 

The Federal Reserve 
System has two mandates, 
Brothers said: full employ-
ment and price stability.  
They are prioritizing full 
employment.  With enhanced 
unemployment benefits 
going away in 24 states in 
October, people will be more 
likely to take some of the 
thousands of jobs that are 
sitting there. Attention will 
turn to inflation, with a look 
at raising interest rates at the 
end of next year.  “If you’re 

thinking of refinancing,” 
Brothers said, “you have 
about 6 months left at any-
where near the levels we’re 
at right now.”  For people 
who are ready to retire, they 
should keep in mind it is 
way easier to get a mortgage 
when you’re working, if you 
have W2 income.  Income is 
what matters.”

Eventually cash will be 
like pennies in your pocket, 
still of value, but not really 
in use.  “I think it’ll all 
become digital one way or 
another,” Brothers said.  As 
far as cryptocurrency, he is 
still formulating an opin-
ion.  “A currency that is not 
tied to a sovereign govern-
ment that can spend its way 
into debasing a currency is a 
good thing . . . I think cryp-
tocurrencies will kind of 
replace gold as being that 
safe haven place to stick 
money and retain value.  But 
they’re in a startup phase . . 
. I think there is a future in 
it, I think it’s real, but it’s 
going to be a bumpy ride 
to get to a place where it’s 
accepted.”

Brothers grew up in East 
Sacramento and attended 
Jesuit High School.  His 
first job was a Sacramento 
Bee paper route at the age of 
11.  He achieved a Bachelor 
of Arts degree and Master 
of Business Administration 
degree from the University 
of Notre Dame and did post-
graduate work at the London 
School of Business.  He is a 
principal and financial advi-
sor with CAPTRUST and 
has anchored the number 
one evening newscast on 
KCRA and the number one 
morning news on KFBK and 
is well known as a financial 
expert.  He and his wife live 
in Carmichael and have four 
children.� H

Kelly Brothers (center) with Karen Shahhosseini, relationship 
manager at SAFE Credit Union (left) and Diann Rogers, 
President and CEO of Rancho Cordova Chamber of Commerce. 


