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Hustle and Heart Set Them Apart

Story and photos
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - About
100 girls aged 4 to 14
were spread out between
nine softball teams that
are busy learning skills
for Dixon Girls Baseball
League at Hall Park. Not
all girls might claim Girls
Softball as ‘their sport’
but all girls will learn
teamwork, establish cama-
raderie, and almost all will
gain a sense of confidence
in themselves.

Building Confidence

“If you have confi-
dence, you can do anything
you want to do,” said
Bill Conn, a 63-year-
old grandfather who has
a granddaughter in the

At a dlfferent battlng statlon Anna Hellinger and her
teammates were practicing batting at softball practice.

League. He grew up in
Brooklyn and played
ball on the same team for
eight years before join-
ing the Navy and playing
on the fly deck of the ship.
He also played after that.
“I loved it and we had a
great team.”

When he learned his
granddaughter’s team
needed help, it was easy
for him to sign up.

Listening to him coach-
ing Ariel Turner, 12, she’s
going to gain that confi-
dence. When she missed
a few pitches and seemed

to be defeated, he demon-
strated how to stand and
bend the knees a little to
help keep the power in her
swing and eye on the ball.
“Girls like that need con-
fidence and we will work
on that. When you get
that up, you see a differ-
ence right away,” he said.
Turner is the first born in
a family of four children
and said her Dad wants
all the children to be in
sports but she admitted
she would prefer to be in
cheerleading. She was gen-
tly reminded that this was
just the beginning practice
and that learning skill takes
time and practice.
Miree Turner, Ariel’s
younger sister, has been
Continued on page 3

Racist Post Shames Dixon

Story and photos
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - “Racism
and hate have no place
here,” were the words on
one of several posters held
up by John Knight Middle
School students last Friday
just hours before a press
conference at the Dixon
Unified School District in
response to a racist social
media post made by a
student.

It’s rare that camera
crews from a half dozen
television stations show
up in Dixon at all, but it
would have been won-
derful had they been here
to cover a celebration of
Black History Month on
Wednesday. Unfortunately,
they never had the chance
as that day about noon, an
Instagram post began to
spread faster than a virus
showing a collage of at
least 23 students described
as black or biracial and
included JKMS’s first
black principal, Kamilah

A woman speaks about her child belng plctured in a racist post and earller when a teacher
ignored him when he reported being called a racist name in class.

O’Connor. Its caption
read, “Happy black history
month (sic) to all of the
m***eys.”

A parent came into the
District Office about 4 p.m.
showing the post and an

investigation immediately
ensued.

“The post took a lot
of coordination and was
atypical of middle school-
ers,” said Dixon Unified
School Superintendent

Brian Dolan who issued a
notice to all by 6:15 p.m.
about a press conference
at 8 p.m. after attempts to
contact all the victims had
been made and there had

Continued on page 4

Disabled
Person Parking
Permits Must
Be Renewed

DMV News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The
Department of Motor
Vehicles highlighted new
laws that started in 2023
and one of those require
drivers 70 and older to
renew their license in per-
son at a DMV office.

In October 2020,
Governor Gavin Newsom
temporarily waived the
California law requiring
senior drivers to renew
their licenses at a DMV
field office and signed AB
174 in September 2021 to
allow online or by mail
renewals through the end
0f2022.

The DMV is sending
notices to Californians
who have had their per-
manent Disabled Person
Parking Placard for at least
six years and asking them
to confirm that they are
still in need of one.

The DMV will not renew
placards for people who do
not respond. This renewal
requirement is one provi-
sion of prior legislation, SB
611, enacted in 2017 to curb
fraud and abuse of Disabled
Person Parking Placards.

Drivers are now required
to change into another
available lane, when pos-
sible, to pass cyclists,
building on the current
requirement for drivers
to give cyclists at least
three feet of space when
passing. The law also per-
mits Class 3 e-bike riders
to use approved bicycle
paths and trails, bikeways,
and bicycle lanes. In addi-
tion, starting on January
1, 2024, the law allows
cyclists to cross an inter-
section when a walk sign
is on.

This law exempts vehi-
cles registered to veterans
displaying specialized
license plates from pay-
ing tolls on roads, bridges,
highways, vehicular
crossings, or other toll
facilities. The exemption
applies only to vehicles
with license plates that
are issued to a disabled
veteran, Pearl Harbor sur-
vivor, prisoner of war,
or to veterans who have
received distinctions such
as the Purple Heart or the
Congressional Medal of
Honor.

California state courts
will stop sending notices
to the DMV for license
suspensions for failure to
appear starting on January
1, 2023, while requiring
the DMV to stop suspend-
ing licenses for failing to
appear starting on January
1, 2027, to allow time to
make computer program-
ming changes. *
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Some Things Are Not Okay. Ever.

By Debra Dingman

There are certain things in our society
that I believe we can all agree upon, like
it is never okay to drive drunk. It is never
okay to hit a woman. It is never okay to
post on any social media site degrading
things about another person no matter what
you think or how you feel. When I heard a
Sacramento reporter ask Brian Dolan, our
Dixon Unified School Superintendent after
seeing the comments on Facebook’s Dixon
411 site, if the district was ‘over-reacting?’
I loved his response. “Not a chance.”

We can poo-poo things that boys will be
boys or kids will be kids but by the time a
child has reached middle school, these soci-
etal expectations must already be ingrained.

What bothered me most about Dolan
taking “full responsibility” for the behav-
ior of one or a few miscreants is that really,
folks, it ISN’T his full responsibility or the
teachers. I’ve been in those classrooms and
there is no way a teacher can be expected
to “really see, hear, and know” each stu-
dent. Teachers are supposed to be teaching
a lesson and cannot possibly be a coun-
selor for all.

Teaching American values of respect
for others starts with the parents when the
child is little and hits another child for tak-
ing a toy. It is my firm belief that it is the
responsibility of every parent, every grand-
parent, and every neighbor to help raise
children to be respectful of another human.

But, what do we do when we see delin-
quents in Taco Bell? We call the police.

When the group of unruly youths ride
their bikes in the streets daring us to run
them over or laughing that we jerked the
car, we go home angry. What do we do
when we catch them in the act of deliber-
ately destroying property? We shrink back
into our safe spot but think the world is
going to the pits. Dolan is right about this:
We must do something MORE.

Parents get exasperated and think the
schools aren’t doing anything with their
complaint because we think there should
be an instant answer and that is under-
standable. We know stories about the
student who died on Monday after being
punched by a bully who was supposed to
be expelled on Friday but wasn’t.

So, I ask do we accept that bureaucracy
must go through every single channel
possible before they are certain the organi-
zation won’t get sued? Do we have time to
get the experts in? I say, we need to accept
that there is risk in any of it. You might use
the wrong word or have an old belief that
needs to be changed but for God’s sake,
start talking with neighbors and students
and pray for the best. If you come from the
heart, it is easy to defend yourself.

Let’s form a think tank with grandpar-
ents, parents, teachers and students and
start asking questions, start understand-
ing, and start formulating ideas. Let’s
study what other districts do in these sit-
uations and see how racism issues were
resolved. This is Dixon — our town and we
want to be proud to live here. Let us do
something. *

A Veteran

DIXON POLICE LOG

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police
Department are considered innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

Friday, February 3

1023 - Hit and run reported in the 1300 block of Bello Dr.
1107 - Vandalism report in the 200 block of N Jefferson St 1324 Information report in the 300 block of N

Almond St.

1508 - Package theft report in the 200 block of West H St.
1626 - Attempted residential burglary in the 400 block of West F St.

Dixon News Briefs

MPG Staff

Fish Fry

The Veterans Dinner on
Friday, Feb. 10, will be at 6
p.m. with the monthly Fish
Fry for $12. It includes hush
puppies, fries, and cole-
slaw. Bar opens at 4 p.m.
for those who want to really
relax before dinner. It will
be cooked by Carla Schafer
of American Legion Post
208 Women’s Auxiliary.
No reservations required at
1305 North First Street and
monies help maintain the
facility. Tips are welcome.

Crab Feed

Rotary Crab Feed is
Saturday, February 25, at
the Dixon May Fairgrounds.
For the details, see last
week’s newspaper. You
can go online to indepen-
dentvoice.com and click
on ‘back issues,” and you’ll
find everything you need to
know in the January 27 edi-
tion front page.

City Meeting

The next Dixon City
meeting on the calendar is
the Planning Commission.
It will be on Valentine’s
Day — sad but true. It is
on Tuesday, Februaryl4 at
7 p.m. inside the Council
Chambers at City Hall,
600 East A Street in Dixon.
There are opportunities
to know what is going on
in your community with-
out leaving your home
or if you are out of town,
too. Meetings are available
via the Zoom online meet-
ing option. See that info on
the agenda that is typically
out the Thursday before
the meetings on the cityof-
dixon.us website.

Safequest Solano

Safequest Solano is an
organization in Fairfield
but serving Dixon as well
with domestic violence sit-
uations. They are holding
a fundraising dinner and
dance called Cheers & Beers
on Friday, March 17, 6 — 9
p.m. at the Joseph Nelson
Center, 611 Village Drive
in Suisun. For more info,
go to safequesetcheersand-
beers2023.eventbrite.com.

Girls Softball

Opening ceremonies for
Dixon Girls Softball will be
on Saturday, March 11. If
you are interested in being

Congratulations to

Sean Matija, the 2022 City of Dixon

Employee of the Year. He is a Maintenance Worker in the
Streets Division. He was recognized by City Manager Jim
Lindley for exhibiting extreme patience and willingness
to help a Dixon resident who had concerns about City
maintenance. Not only did he fix the issue but taught them
the mobile app where they can submit further requests. Photo

Courtesy of City of Dixon

a vendor at the event, please
contact Tara Caldwell
via Facebook.

Senior Meeting

The Senior Club
Meeting should be lovely
as it is meeting on Feb. 14
from 11 a.m. to noon at
the Dixon Senior/Multi-
Use Center 201 South
Fifth St. The club members
are being reminded that it
is time for Membership
Dues which are only $10
per person if paid for by
March 31, so don’t delay.
Please note the place will
be closed on Monday, Feb.
20, for President’s Day.

Bunco is on the calendar
for Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 10
a.m. if you’re looking for
some fun and costs only $1
per person but you need to
sign up at the Center. Also,
a field trip to Cache Creek
Casino Resort is planned
for Friday, March 3 so get
your reservations in if you
enjoy the slots or views of
Capay Valley. It’s an all-
day trip (9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.) and costs $20 per
person but please call to
sign up at (707) 678-7022
9 am. to 2 p.m. or go to
201 South Fifth Street.

Transit Survey
Your opinion matters.

The Dixon Transit
Division, who is respon-
sible for Readi-Ride
service, would like to
hear from you. Please
utilize the link below
to complete the Readi-
Ride Annual Survey
by February 17, 2023.
Enter this in your com-
puter’s search bar:
https://forms.gle/

PXQG37gXWMulyUe76

School Break

Dixon Unified School
District students will be
out of school on Friday,
Feb. 17 and Monday,
Feb. 20 (to make a nice,
long weekend) in honor
of President’s Day.

For Neighborhood
Christian School, stu-
dents will be out at noon
on Friday, Feb. 17 and
are off the whole next
week. They are to return
to class on Monday,
Monday, Feb. 27.

Valley of the Sacred
Heart Academy stu-
dents are off on Monday,
Feb. 20 only.

Dixon Montessori
Charter School is off
all week starting with
President’s Day, Feb.
20-24 for their annual
“Ski Week.” *

2120 - Driving w/ a suspended license and possession of prescription pills w/out a prescription arrest report was
taken at the intersection of McKenzie Dr. at Pembroke Wy. Officers contacted (S) Tony Lorenzana (36) of Dixon.
Lorenzana was arrested and transported to the Dixon Police Department. Lorenzana was cited and released.
2135 - Theft case was taken in the 200 block of East Dorset Dr. Officers arrived and contacted (S) Kimberly
Kitz (35) of Carmichael. Kitz was arrested and transported to the Dixon Police Department where she was
cited and released.

2245 - Warrant arrest and providing a false name to a police officer arrest report was taken in the 100 block
of Heritage Ln. Officers contacted (S) Elizabeth Cudmore (39) of Fairfield for a municipal code violation.
Cudmore fled from officers on her bike and was contacted a few minutes later. Cudmore provided a false
name, and it was later determined she had 4 outstanding warrants. Cudmore was arrested and transported
to the Solano County Jail. After arresting Cudmore, (S) David Freeman (31) of Fairfield arrived to pick up
Cudmore’s personal property. Freeman was seen discarding suspected narcotics and taken into custody.
Freeman was transported to Solano County Jail.

Thursday, February 2

0806 - Domestic Battery at 1400 block of Ary Lane.

0900 - Information report 400 block of East A Street.

0900 - Traffic stop on Brians Way at Miwok Court following a report of a reckless driver. Melissa Garner (43)
of Folsom was arrested for DUI, possession of controlled substances, and possession of controlled substance
paraphernalia. She was booked into the Solano County Jail.

1620 - Abandoned Vehicle 300 block McKenzie Drive. The vehicle was removed.

1615 - Found property at Dixon PD Lobby.

1615 - Confidential Report 400 block East A Street.

2106 - Informational report was taken by telephone.

2143 - (onfidential report was taken in the 300 block of Holly Ct.

Wednesday, February 1

0907 - Warrant Service at Dixon PD. Brandon Hourmouzus (48) of Dixon was arrested for an outstanding
warrant.

1350 - Fraud Report at Dixon PD.

1620 - Agency Assist for Fairfield PD.

2038 - Warrant arrest and possession of drug paraphernalia arrest report was taken in the 200 block of
East Dorset Dr. Officers contacted (S) Ford Wood (25) of Vacaville. A records check revealed Wood had an
outstanding felony warrant out of Solano County. Wood was arrested for the warrant and transported to
the Solano County Jail. Wood was associated with a vehicle. During an inventory search of the vehicle, drug
paraphernalia was found inside. The vehicle was towed by All About Towing pursuant to 22651(h)(1).
Tuesday, January 31

0124 - Hours- Incident report taken in the 1300 Block of Bello Drive.

0327 - Hours- Incident report taken in the 1100 Block of Afton Way.

0719 - Stolen Vehicle Recovery 1500 block Tuskegee Court.

0720 - Stolen Vehicle report 1500 block Tuskegee Court.

0815 - Stolen Vehicle 1500 block Valley Glen Drive.

0840 - Information report at Dixon PD.

0930 - Information report 400 block East A St.

1130 - Theft report via telephone.

1415 - Traffic Stop West A Street at North Almond Street resulted in the arrest of Rovante Robinson
(20) out of Winters for an outstanding misdemeanor bench warrant.1910 Hours- Vehicle Stop in the
200 Block of Dorset Drive led to the arrest of Joshua McGee (Age 36) of Woodland was arrested for an
outstanding warrant.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

MPG Callus today at 9167731111

CENTRAL AUTO PARTS

Your Local NAPA Dealer

| | ..f: ) _: .
For All Your Automotive Needs

707-678-2309

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
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Women in Business to Gather First Northern Adds Three Branches

IKWANIS

CLUB

Karstin Stranger, left, will be featured at the Chamber’s
Women in Business event. She is the owner of Almond Tree
Mortgage and is pictured here with past Kiwanis President
Melanie Wright at a club meeting. She will be sharing about
her business and serving one’s community.

Story and photo
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - What can
you learn from another
woman in business that
you can’t learn from a
man? Apparently, there is
a lot more—like how to
manage family time being
number one, say women
who are successfully run-
ning Dixon businesses.
Men tend to start their
own companies in order to
“be their own boss,” which
is compatible with grow-
ing a business as large as
possible. Women gener-
ally start companies with
the goal of integrating
work and family, a goal
that is more consistent with
keeping the size of their

companies smaller and
more manageable, accord-
ing to an article by Lisa
Dorward in CHRON, a
social media news site.

There will be plenty
more offered at a Dixon
Chamber of Commerce
‘Women in Business Night’
on Thursday, February 16,
at 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. It will
be held at The Creative
Space, 160 West A St.
The group of local women
business professionals will
meet up for a “fun evening
as we sip, mingle, and get
inspired for the new year,”
according to Chamber
CEO Shauna Manina’s
social media post.

“We want to help
gather and inspire local
women business owners,

leaders and aspiring entre-
preneurs,” said Chamber
President Robin Tully. “I
don't think many of us real-
ize just how many local
businesses are owned or
ran by women. I’m con-
fident we will have a
diverse, impressive, and
vibrant group of women
there to meet one another,
share ideas and help
each other.”

Guest speaker will
be Karstin Stranger of
Almond Tree Mortgage
who also was honored
with the 2021 Chamber
Business of the Year and
2021 Congressman John
Garamendi Woman of the
Year award.

“She started her business
Almond Tree Mortgage
many years ago in Dixon
and has kept her family
and business going strong
while battling breast can-
cer and two home fires in
which she lost everything,”
added Tully. “She stayed
strong and didn’t give up.
She will share some tips
for success.”

Sponsors are First
Northern Bank, Tully con-
sulting Group, Almond
Tree Mortgage, Dixon
Wellness Collective,
Ramtown Karate, Dixon
Tire Pros, The Pip Wine
Bar, and The Creative
Space. This woman has
been running her mortgage
brokerage company for
20 years.

For more information,
contact Chamber President
Robin Tully who is
also the Business
Education and Resources
Committee Chair. *

habitats while highlighting the need for further conservation efforts, but there doesn’t seem
to be a problem like that in Dixon lately. Birds are everywhere, especially in the early evening.
It might be the start of the migrating season or our feathered friends could be looking for food
but plenty of them dotted this tree near Sycamore Court this week. Photo by Debra Dingman

FNB Press Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - First
Northern Community
Bancorp, holding company
for First Northern Bank
announced that its acquisi-
tion of three Columbia State
Bank (“Columbia Bank”)
branches in Orland, Willows,
and Colusa, California, has
been successfully completed.
The acquired branches
were divested by Columbia
Bank in connection with the
pending merger of Columbia
Banking System, Inc., the
parent company of Columbia
Bank, and Umpqua Holdings
Corporation. Following the
acquisition, all employ-
ees of these branches were
retained by First Northern
Bank and the branches
will remain in operation as
branches of First Northern
Bank. The Bank, headquar-
tered in Solano County
since 1910, now operates 14
full-service branches serving
Solano, Yolo, Sacramento,
Placer, Contra Costa, Glenn,
Colusa, and the west slope of
El Dorado County.
“Orland, Willows and
Colusa are a natural fit for
First Northern Bank and
allow us to extend our foot-
print north, along the I-5
corridor,” said Jeremiah Z.
Smith, President and Chief
Executive Officer of First
Northern Bank. “We are
excited to bring our brand of

First Northern Bankaquired thre former Colbia State

s

Bank (“Columbia Bank”) branches in Orland, Willows, and

Colusa, Calif. Photo by Debra Dingman

authentic community bank-
ing to these new customers
and communities and to fur-
ther build strong customer
and community relationships
throughout the North Valley
region.”

First Northern Community
Bancorp received finan-
cial advisory services from
Panoramic Capital Advisors,
Inc., and Pillsbury Winthrop
Shaw Pittman LLP served as
legal counsel in connection
with the transaction.

First Northern Bank is an
independent community bank
that specializes in relationship
banking. The Bank, head-
quartered in Solano County
since 1910, now serves
Solano, Yolo, Sacramento,
Placer, Contra Costa, Glenn,
Colusa, and the west slope of
El Dorado County. Experts
are available in small-busi-
ness, commercial, real
estate and agribusiness

lending, as well as mort-
gage loans. The Bank is an
SBA Preferred Lender. Non-
FDIC insured Investment
and Brokerage Services are
available at every branch
location, including Dixon,
Davis, West Sacramento,
Fairfield, Vacaville, Winters,
Woodland, Sacramento,
Roseville, Auburn, Rancho
Cordova, Colusa, Willows
and Orland. The Bank also
has a commercial lend-
ing office in Walnut Creek.
Real estate mortgage and
small-business loan officers
are available by appoint-
ment in any of the Bank’s
14 branches.

First Northern is rated as
a Veribanc “Blue Ribbon”
Bank and a “5-Star
Superior” Bank by Bauer
Financial for the earnings
period ended September
30, 2022 (veribanc.com)
and (bauerfinancial.com).%

Hustle and Heart Set Them Apart

Continued from page 1
playing for a couple years.

“His coaching helps me because he tells
me what I messed up on. My grandpa used
to play baseball and started telling me about
it so that’s how I got interested,” Miree said.
“I really enjoy it.” Olivia Granada, 12, was
also out practicing and is in her sixth year.

“My first year, I was scared because I
didn’t know how to navigate the ball,” she
said. “You gotta get comfortable. Now, soft-
ball is my life. I play first base and there’s
a lot of action but I’'m good at it.” Her goal
is to play on the Lady Rams team at Dixon
High School and ultimately win a San Diego
University scholarship.

“You can’t get upset when someone’s
new,” she said. “You just adapt.”

Umpires are needed for the upcoming
spring season and training will be provided.
Umpires get paid per game. If you would like
a little extra cash in your pocket, contact Teri
Thompson by emailing her at Scubateri7@
gmail.com. Training will be on February 25
from 10 a.m. to noon at Hall Park Ball Field.

“When I was out here watching a game
and a girl got a hit, I got excited. Now, I get
to get excited for 13 girls,” Conn said with
a laugh.

Board Members

Dixon mother of thee Melissa Alexander
said her girls were “super excited” to start the
spring practices.

“They’re happy to be working as a
team again. It’s a fun group and we stay
pretty local, playing in Davis, Winters, and
Woodland,” she said.

Alexander serves as the sponsorship coor-
dinator on the Board of about 15 people. The
first couple years after the pandemic, the
team numbers dwindled but seem to be on a
path to double this season. Their goal is to

Professional
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grow the league so they can play more com-
petitive baseball with other cities.

“The board wants to increase the num-
bers of people interested in the sport,” said
Jennifer Reid, former President and current
Vice President. “But we also strive to bring a
fun environment.” Her daughter, Caitlin, has
played since she was 5-years-old and now
she is 11. That is what got her to step up and
serve on the Board. Jennifer is also a coach
for the team sponsored by SM Air.

“So many moms have been volunteer-
ing for years,” she said. “It’s fun and I like
organizing the League, making sure we pro-
vide a [rewarding] experience. There are
three areas to develop,” she said. “The num-
ber one thing is for the girls to learn the
game and secondly to develop in the game
of softball. The third is to develop skills.
The organization is run by an all-women
Executive Board: President Micah Martinez,
Treasurer Heather Smith, and Secretary
Velia Martinez.

The girls are already practicing almost
every night of the week and the games that
start soon are two to three evenings a week
beginning March 11 and running through
mid-May.

“So many life skills are learned through
sports,” Reid added. “It’s everything else
with teamwork and camaraderie.”

For the season kick off, they will host a
community event to “get all the players
involved and see what we do for our girls”
plus they are hoping to find some new team
sponsors, said Reid.

DGSA is operated entirely by volunteers.
They are always looking for interested and
energetic volunteers that will promote and
model DGSA values, help keep DGSA run-
ning smoothly, and enable players and teams
to focus on having fun, organizers said. %

foﬁm Cellective

Downtown Dixon ® 120 No. 1st Street
instagram@uptowncollectivedixon
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Dixon Unified Statement
Regarding Social Media Post

DUSD Press Release

On February 1, 2023, at approximately
3:30, a parent reported an inappropriate
social media post to the administrative staff
at John Knight Middle School. In the lim-
ited investigation that we have been able to
conduct as this is being written (5:15 P.M.),
we have been able to determine that the post
was made on Instagram during lunch earlier
in the day, from an account belonging to a
seventh-grade student at John Knight.

The nature of the post is racially offen-
sive. It includes photos of approximately
20 individuals, including at least one staff
member. All of those in the photos are
African-American or biracial. It is clear
from the nature of the pictures that these
individuals did not know why their picture
was being taken. They are posing and smil-
ing as one would do for a casual picture.

The words included in the post read,
“Happy black history month to all of the
monkeys.” These words are superimposed
over the images of students and staff of color.

In a statement, Superintendent of Schools
Brian Dolan stated:

“Never in my thirty-five years in educa-
tion have I seen something so hateful, vile,
and abhorrent come from one of my students.
It is not possible to describe the devastating
impact that this post will have on members
of our school community, and many people
outside it. Despite claims stating otherwise,
racial hatred and discrimination remain per-
sistent and corrosive forces in our society,

and as evidenced today, among students in
Dixon Unified. This is a shameful, shame-
ful moment for which there is no excuse or
explanation. As the leader of Dixon Unified,
and a person who places great value on each
and every one of our students, I apologize
for this post. I also ask that we remember
the vast majority of Dixon students who
do not think or act in the ways reflected
here today. I know that they will be a
part of loving and supporting their friends
and classmates, and helping to address the
systemic and overt bias, prejudice, discrim-
ination, and hate that we must eliminate in
Dixon and all around us.

Based on what we know at this time, this
incident will be treated as school-related.
That calls for a complete and timely inves-
tigation, the identification of the Education
Code Sections that have been violated, and
the application of due process for the student
alleged to have made the posting. While a
student accused of this type of act maintains
privacy rights, the District will communicate
everything that it possibly can to ensure that
our actions are made known to everyone and
that we follow up appropriately in the imme-
diate and long-term future.

The contact for this statement is Brian
Dolan, Superintendent of Schools. Email:
bdolan@dixonusd.org

Given circumstances, he is unlikely to
be able to respond to emails this evening
while he and other staff are contacting par-
ents of students who were included in the
Instagram post. *

Statement from Mayor Steve Bird

and staff.

p Y Last week our community was made aware of a
L racially offensive social media post including stu-
dents and staff at John Knight Middle School. In the
days since, our School Resource Officer has worked
closely with Dixon Unified School District to pro-
vide support to students and staff. We must all work
together through open dialogue and education to build
understanding and respect in our community. The City
will continue to provide support to Dixon Unified.
Together, we are committed to providing a safe and
welcoming learning environment for all students

Are You Talking to A Human Or Al?

From the office
of Senator Bill Dodd

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - With the rapid
emergence of artificial intelligence technol-
ogy, Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa, introduced
legislation, that would help increase
consumer privacy and protection, align-
ing California law with the principles of
President Joe Biden’s Blueprint for an Al
Bill of Rights.

“Al can do a lot and there are certainly
benefits, but it can’t be trusted to regu-
late itself,” Sen. Dodd said. “Like any
new industry we’ve seen, safeguards must
be added as the risks emerge. Think of
the auto industry. Over the years we’ve
adopted speed limits, seatbelts, and airbags.
Now is the time for Al oversight to catch
up, increasing consumer protections with
the help of proactive, thoughtful policy.”

Al technology has exploded in recent
years, fueling a booming market that is
expected to swell to $126 billion by 2025.
Applications simulating human thought can
now perform a multitude of tasks — from
running errands to driving cars. However,

concerns have arisen over unwanted side
effects including automated job loss, pri-
vacy violations, algorithmic bias, and
socioeconomic inequality.

At the federal level, the president has
released his framework to guide the design,
use and deployment of automated systems
to protect the American public. His five
key principles would guard against unsafe
or ineffective systems, prevent algorithmic
discrimination in things like hiring or credit
decisions, ensure data privacy, notify con-
sumers when Al systems are being used
and give consumers a chance to opt out.

To advance these pillars in California,
Sen. Dodd introduced Senate Bill 315,
which would shape policy as Al evolves in
the Golden State. For example, Sen. Dodd
intends to amend the bill to provide notice
when people are interacting with Al-driven
government communications. It is an
extension of previous legislation, including
Sen. Dodd’s co-authorship of the California
Consumer Privacy Act. Earlier this year, he
introduced the first Al-drafted resolution,
Senate Concurrent Resolution 17, which
calls for responsible use of Al *

Racist Post Shames Dixon

Continued from page 1
been a chance to talk with
students and their parents.
They were also able to
identify the suspect, a sev-
enth-grade boy.

“There was outrage,
anger, disgust, weeping,
and lots of questions and
concerns,” Dolan said.

The second press confer-
ence on Friday afternoon
was more for the media
who had run news stories
on the local channels the
previous two days and to
ensure the public that there
was “immediate action”
and “complete transpar-
ency” on the issue, he said.

“The victims of the
post are sixth, seventh,
and eighth-graders taken
maybe even a few weeks
ago and it appeared the
students did not know

/4

DUSD Superintendent Brian Dolan appeared disheartened while
giving details on a “disgusting” post by a John Knight Middle
School student but vowed to give a more thorough report
about discipline at the next School board Meeting, Feb. 16.

why the picture was being
taken,” he said. In others,
some had people cropped
out, or they were still try-
ing to identify them.

Dolan was subdued and
said that in his 35 years in
public education with 12
of those as Superintendent,
“this was the most dis-
gusting, disturbing, really
hateful thing” he’d ever
seen. He said he took full
responsibility and because
it happened at the school
and during school hours,
the District’s next step
was applying the educa-
tion code and reviewing
other steps in regards to
what’s effective. The stu-

(= L

dent had history with staff,
and currently, he was not
being allowed to attend

A father who had moved to Dixon from the Bay Area reported
local discrimination experienced by his family.

school while disciplinary
steps were determined.
They will partner with
Solano County staff who
completed equity work last
year.

“I believe we need out-
side help. I am not the man
— as an older white man,
I am not the right per-
son to be in front of this
work,” Dolan said, add-
ing that there is a “cultural
shift in the schools” and
that Dixon doesn’t have
the capacity to “do this on
our own.”

Several black families
were in the audience and
made statements or asked
questions.

“This is an ongoing
name-calling and bullying
and nothing will be done
about it after the cam-
eras go away,” said Marty
Levino. “America was
not built by one group of
people. It was all of us.
Something concrete has
to be done.” Another par-
ent said that although
she appreciated what the
administration was doing,
“this is just the tip of
the iceberg.”

“My son was called
a monkey on Monday
and the teacher didn’t
do anything,” she said.
“She ignored the situa-
tion.” Other black parents

expressed their frustration
about moving to Dixon
and discovering racism.

“l know this starts at
home,” said one man.
“I’ve lived in the Bay
Area and you don’t see
color. I’'m disgusted here.
This is an everybody fac-
tor. What happens going
forward is what counts.”
Another man said, “I’'m
a black father. I don’t
get no breaks. I’'m black
every day.”

Dolan promised the
Governing Board “would
not let this issue die” and
that he’d have a full report
on February 16, the next
School Board Meeting. *
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UNIVERSAL NO-WIRE P
+ Large 1 inch spacing
+ Best for corn and
beans, suitable for all
crops
+ $4000/set

AR400 CONCAVES
2.4x Harders 4x Stronger
than other concaves

+ Regular Thresh $1200

+ Hard Thresh $1600

EXTENDED WEAR PERFORMANCE PARTS
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TULARE AG EXPO BOOTH NS106 | 306-734-7721
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ELEMENTS
+ Bigger surface area
+ Deeper grooves
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« $2250 per set (15)

ACCELERATOR FRONT BEATER:
(MAD MAX)
+ More aggressive teeth
+ Dynamically balanced
+ Handles more material without
plugging
+ 30% to 40% more done in tough
conditions
+ $5000

Women's Heart Health to be Heard

New DWIC members Cheryl Hughes and Angela Remides are ladies in red for the Women'’s
Heart Health talk this week.

Story and photo by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) -Women planning to attend
the Dixon Women’s Improvement Club
Meeting next Wednesday, February 15, 1 -
3 p.m., are encouraged to wear red and be
ready to learn more about their hearts.

February is American Heart Month and
the goal is to raise awareness about car-
dio-vascular disease in females and save
women’s lives. Heart disease takes the
life of one in three women, more than any
other health risk, including cancer.

Discussion will focus on cardiovascular
diseases, including aortic disease, coronary
heart disease, peripheral arterial disease,
and stroke. There will also be informa-
tion on diet and lifestyle that can improve
heart health and lower the risk of death
or disability.

While some risk factors cannot be
changed, others can be treated or man-
aged with medication. Family history is
important in assessing heart disease risk so
women are encouraged to seek that out.

The business meeting will follow.

The DWIC was established in 1899. The
founders were women from families that
had settled in the Dixon area following
the Gold Rush of 1849 and were inter-
ested in beautifying and improving the
town of Dixon. The club is open to any-
one who is interested in joining and guests
are welcome. From September through
May, the club meets the third Wednesday
of the month usually from 1 to 3 p.m. at
the Fellowship Hall at the Dixon United
Methodist Church. To become an active
member, dues are $35 annually. Call (707)
301-0795 for more information. *
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‘Day of Reckoning’

Commentary
by Bruce Lee

As all parents or adults,
we have daily needs, gro-
cery, shelter, transportation,
repair bills, electricity to
keep the lights on plus a
host of other things. And
occasionally you feel the
desire to splurge, maybe a
weekend getaway. Maybe
we spend more than we can
afford, but there’s always
the credit card!

Eventually the debt builds
grows, the budget stretches,
and you make “interest
only” payments occasion-
ally; but even minimum
payments on the credit
card, at 8-18% interest, the
amount owed balloons!
But it’s okay. That hoped
for wage increase in six
months will ease the burden.
However, you know that
you can’t continue this way
and that eventually your
debtors will require a “day
of reckoning.” You pray that
your lenders will simply for-
get about you!

Teaching personal finance
at the university, I’ve seen
it all, families struggling
financially, having autos
repossessed, inability to
afford a home, debt bur-
dens, and bankruptcy. They
muse, “If only I had learned
to live on a budget.” In fact,
all states in the USA (except
Vermont) require a balanced
budget! California, the sixth
largest nation-state in the
world, has a yearly balanced
budget! (Though having

worked for the Governor’s
Department of Finance,
sometimes the revenues
might be bit overestimated,
and expenses underesti-
mated, but still basically
balanced.)

Hopefully you’re aware
that the United States has no
requirement to balance its
budget. But are you aware
that the debt of the national
government is your debt?
As the citizen owners of
our government, we are also
going into debt. And are
you aware of just how much
debt the USA has?

USA debt has dramat-
ically increased in the
past 30 years and is cur-
rently $30.2 trillion
($30,200,000,000,000) and
rising! Your individual fair
share is $90,853!! And we,
our children, and grand-
children will be paying for
that bill! Now, suddenly it’s
not just a big number about
a distant government, it’s
about YOU!

And this, $30.2 tril-
lion does NOT reflect our
unfunded liabilities that
exceed $100 trillion, and
that in less than ten years
our interest on the debt will
be $1 trillion a year (that’s
interest only!)

At this moment, Medicare
will be insolvent by
2026 and Social Security
by 2030.

Again, this is a MASSIVE
burden upon future genera-
tions, unless you think the
USA government is some-
how exempt from the basic
rules of finance.

If you and I spent money
so recklessly, you know that
our “house of cards” would
soon come tumbling down.
Perhaps those from whom
we (the US government)
have borrowed won’t want
their money back? Perhaps
they’ll say, “Aw, shucks
USA, that’s alright, you

don’t have to pay me back?”
Maybe. But then, again,
some of us may still believe
in the “tooth fairy.”

The immediate result of
this debt is slower growth;
compromised national
security in an already very
dangerous world; more of a
gap between the haves and
have not’s; increasing taxes
from Washington; and the
federal government will cut
spending only to give more
unfunded mandates to the
states. Ultimately, taxpay-
ers and the states will bear
the burden.

Just as a lender looks
at your financial ability to
pay for a loan, or debt to
income ratio, we can look at
the financial stability of the
USA by comparing our debt
to our “gross domestic prod-
uct or GDP” (the total of
goods and services created
by the US economy annu-
ally). It should normally be
30-40%. Today it’s 129%
and growing. Is the day of
reckoning upon us?

We’ll look at this debt
ratio; our history of debt;
who’s responsible; and solu-
tions in upcoming columns.
Check out.

https://youtu.be/da7nVx-
DzPfk .

W. Bruce Lee is an
educator and speaker
(WBruceLee.com) with a
career in government as
an elected official and fis-
cal advisor. who has worked
at the local, state, and fed-
eral levels. He authors
the “We the Government”
column as a community
service. He is president of
the Sacramento Taxpayers
Association (SacTax) - pro-
moting efficient, economical
government; fair and equi-
table taxation which permits
a strong, healthy economy,
as well as sensible balance
and rational control of gov-
ernment expenditures. %

Sen. Dodd's In-Vehicle Camera
Measure Enhances Driver Privacy

Office of Sen. Bill Dodd

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Protecting con-
sumers against the increased collection
and sale of personal data, Sen. Bill
Dodd, D-Napa, announced new legisla-
tion on Feb. 3, 2023, that would notify
drivers when images are gathered by
in-vehicle cameras and prohibit their
sale to third parties or for advertising
purposes.

“Increasingly in society today, we
find ourselves being recorded or sur-
veilled with no idea how the images are
being used,” Sen. Dodd said. “This ero-
sion of privacy is now happening inside
our own cars. My bill would prevent the
unwanted taking of video by in-vehicle
cameras and give the consumer more
control over their personal information.”

Vehicle camera technology has
evolved in recent years from the ubig-
uitous back-up cameras and blind-spot
monitoring systems to newer in-vehi-
cle cameras that enhance driver safety
by monitoring impaired or distracted
driving. However, there is increasing
concern that such cameras could also
be exploited by data brokers and other
third parties who would sell driver and
passenger images without regard to con-
sumer privacy.

Existing law offers some protections
but gaps remain. In response, Sen. Dodd
introduced Senate Bill 296, would place
restrictions on the retention and trans-
fer of video recordings from in-vehicle

cameras. Under provisions of the bill,
consumers would not have to take action
to prevent their in-vehicle video record-
ings from being collected without their
permission or knowledge. And the bill
would not prevent the use of cameras for
traffic safety.

The bill, which is supported by
Consumer Federation of California, was
introduced Thursday and is expected to be
heard in committee next month. It is sim-
ilar to a bill from Sen. Bob Wieckowski,
D-Fremont, that was introduced in the
Legislature in 2022. Sen. Dodd was
the co-author of California’s landmark
Consumer Privacy Act and numerous
other related consumer protections.

“Consumers should know if their cars
have inward facing cameras that may be
recording them and their passengers, and
auto companies should not be able to use
these videos without a consumer’s clear
consent,” said Robert Herrell, execu-
tive director of the Consumer Federation
of California. “AB 296 would make
California the first state in the country
to give consumers meaningful control
over these types of in-vehicle cameras.
We thank Sen. Dodd for authoring this
important legislation.”

Senator Bill Dodd represents the
3rd Senate District, which includes all
or portions of Napa, Yolo, Sonoma,
Solano, Sacramento and Contra Costa
counties. More information on Senator
Bill Dodd can be found at www.senate.
ca.gov/dodd. *
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By Amy Shane

Book Review & SpeciaL EveNts EpiTor o £ amy-shane@att.net « (@ amy_fortheloveofbooks

Delicious Monsters
by Liselle Sambury

Daisy has always
dealt with her unusual
gift of seeing dead peo-
ple. Trying not to let it
take hold of her is the
hard part, especially
when you live in a big
city. But when her boy-
friend Noah breaks up
with her, everything
starts to fall apart. Then
her mother gets a call,
offering them the chance
of a lifetime. A secluded
mansion, nestled within
a small island, is theirs
to inherit as long as they
agree to live on the prop-
erty. Daisy jumps at the
chance to leave her old
life behind, and before
she knows it, they arrive
at the mansion, but
not without a firm set
of rules. Most impor-
tantly, she is never to set
foot inside the mansion.
Daisy quickly learns that
this house is not like
other houses. This house
is alive, harboring so
many secrets, lies, and
ghostly inhabitants that
Daisy begins to spiral
out of control. But it’s
not just the house hiding
things beyond its walls;
it’s Daisy’s mom.

Brittany will do any-
thing to shake her
overshadowing mother,
famous for talking about
her stay at “Miracle-
Mansion,” the same
mansion a girl named
Daisy and her mother
lived ten years prior.

-

LISELLE SAMBURY

4 Publisher: McElderry Books
¢ Intended Audience:
Young Adult
¢ Rating: vvvy
4 Release Date: Feb. 28,2023

Brittany knows that
the mansion is any-
thing but a miracle, that
her mother is a sham,
and it’s finally time to
uncover the truth on her
popular web series. But
Brittany is unaware of
the mansion’s power,
and it will take every-
thing she has to uncover
the truth. The only prob-
lem is, whose truth is she
about to uncover?

In a story that runs a
decade apart, dual time-
lines will parallel each
other, rocketing read-
ers through a story that
yearns to be heard.

Delicious Monsters
explores the power and
the danger behind the
monsters that hide right
in front of vou. hidden

behind the mask of those
you know and trust.
Liselle Sambury knows
how to dive deep into
the heart of her read-
ers and squeeze. With
an intense narrative
and realistic charac-
ters, Sambury takes her
time to carefully craft a
story that winds around
many trigger issues
that are usually bur-
ied so deep that the
truth rarely finds a way
to surface.

Heavy-laden and often
delivering blows to the
gut, Delicious Monsters
keeps its readers on
edge, the way good sto-
ries often do. Readers
will fall for the authentic,
raw characters, all filled
with their own faults,
traumas, and pasts, while
simultaneously trying to
uncover the mystery that
binds everyone together.
This story is unlike any
other. The main char-
acters make their own
choices, good or bad,
while also choosing to
be angry, defiant, or even
guarded. In the sense of
unapologetic authentic-
ity, they all display the
real emotions of anyone
who has had trauma, dif-
ficult life events, or life
struggles. With twists
and turns at every bend,
this story will keep read-
ers up late at night and
thinking about it long
after it’s finished. *
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Memphis is Not About
Racism

There’s nothing white su-
premacy can’t do.

It is supposedly so perva-
sive and powerful that it can
cause Black men to sign up
to serve as police officers in
a majority Black city and se-
verely beat a Black arrestee.

It is to the contemporary
left what capital was to
Marx, sex was to Freud, and
gravity was to Newton.

It is the King Charles
head of American public
life, a matter of obsession
that comes up in debates and
contexts where it has no pos-
sible relevance.

An opinion piece at CNN
by former Obama official
Van Jones was headlined,
“The police who killed Tyre
Nichols were Black. But
they might still have been
driven by racism.”

A piece at The New York
Times on Memphis related
the view that it “is the sys-
tem and the tactics that fos-
ter racism and violence,” not
“the specific racial identities
of officers.”

This argument gets points
for novelty but none for
plausibility. The Memphis
officers who  brutalized
Tyre Nichols may be guilty
of many things - incom-
petence, malice, criminal
wrongdoing — but white su-
premacy is unlikely to be
one of them.

Presumably these officers
don’t all hate their parents,
children, neighbors, and
colleagues as unworthy, ra-
cially inferior people who

deserve no protection under
our laws.

Maybe it’s only as po-
lice officers that these men
become unwitting tools
of white supremacy? This
makes no sense, either. The
Atlantic noted in an arti-
cle last year that FBI data
showed Memphis to be the
most violent metropolitan
jurisdiction in the United
States in 2020. According to
The New York Times, Mem-
phis had nearly 350 murders
in 2021, when New York
City — 13 times larger — had
about 480.

Of course, these murders
disproportionately ~ affect
young Black men. Isn’t this
just how a white supremacist
would like it — overwhelm-
ingly Black neighborhoods
under siege as Black men
kill other Black men? Why
would white supremacism
want to interfere with this
dynamic by deploying po-
lice units to try to quell
the disorder?

Indeed, the false con-
sciousness in Memphis must
run deep. Cerelyn Davis, the
city’s first African American
woman police chief, created
the just-disbanded special
police unit implicated in
the Nichols beating. Under-
standably, she thought it was
very important to get a han-
dle on rising homicides and
dangerous reckless driving,
but, unbeknownst to her, she
was just serving the man.

The obsession with white
supremacy is perverse and
insulting on several levels. It
implies that if urban neigh-
borhoods are under-policed
and dangerous, that is their
natural state, whereas if they
are robustly policed to try to
make them safer — a worthy
project that tends to be sup-
ported by people of all races
— that is somehow an inher-
ently “white” initiative.

It suggests that good Af-
rican American, Hispanic
and Asian cops are dupes,
puppets on the string of ne-
farious white people using
them to perpetuate white
rule. And, finally, if taken
seriously, it would vitiate the
agency of the cops involved
in the abuse of Tyre Nichols.
How can they fully take the
blame if an ineradicable,
unavoidable force was ulti-
mately responsible for their
behavior?

The explanation for what
happened in Memphis is
more straightforward than
any of this. Police are giv-
en considerable authority,
and human beings — of all
races and creeds, in all times
and places — have a natural
tendency to abuse author-
ity unless constrained by
institutions, norms and
accountability.

If you are unwilling to
believe that the cops in this
case were self-loathing
Black men, then their be-
havior becomes a function
of poor training and supervi-
sion, abysmal decision-mak-
ing, anger in the moment,
free-floating cruelty, or some
combination of these things.

The left elevates race
above all the other factors
that might play into a po-
lice encounter gone horribly
wrong because the racial
interpretation allows it to
make a broader critique of
American society and force
wide-ranging political and
social changes.

This is a very useful narra-
tive, which is why it is loath
to give it up even in an in-
cident involving Black cops.

Rich Lowry is editor
of the National Review.
Rich Lowry is editor of the

National Review.
(¢) 2023 by King Features
Synd., Inc. *
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Local Classified
Autos Wanted Insurance/Health Real Estate Real Estate Wanted to Buy

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing,
Trusted by Authors since
1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions  currently  being
reviewed.  Comprehensive
services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for your Free
Author's Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http:/dorrance
info.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote -Call now before
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380(Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Fast Free Pickup — Running
or Not - 24 Hour Response
- Maximum Tax Donation —
Help Find Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Visit MPG8.com

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live
sports, news & entertainment
anywhere. First 3 months of
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included!
DirecTV is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power & As-
soc.) Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com  TFN

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
480-0769 (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

Classified

Advertising
916 773-1111

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

EAST TEXAS LAND SALE!
Timber AG exempt with many
streams! Only $5.00 per acre
in property taxes! Become
a Texas resident/no state in-
come tax! Rolling terrain with
views! Pre-construction offer-
ing! Ten acres up to 25 acres
starting at $69,900! Call, text
or shoot David an email ad-
dress at 512-596-9662 (Cal-
scan) 021023

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans.  (Cal-SCAN)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson  Mandolins/Banjos.
1-844-910-1960. (Cal-SCAN)

Messenger Publishing Group

Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*

V.LP, TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional discount loans

Property is under
construction and will

soon have 1,2.3, & 4
bedroom units for rent!

The Housing Authority of the
County of Butte is currently
accepting applications for its
Farm Labor Housing
property in Gridley, CA. We
have 2 Bd. units available at
this time. Rental assistance
is available and provided by
USDA Rural Development
for those that meet USDA
Rural Development
guidelines. For more
information contact our
office at (530) 895-4474 or
TDD 1-800-735-2929.

“The Housing Authority of the
County of Butte is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and
Housing Provider”

Work Wanted

Is it time to declutter and clean
your garage and house? | can
help! And | prune and weed
and wash windows. Refer-
ences, College grad. Call Tim,
916-370-0858. 1230

NOTICE TO READERS
California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor
and/or materials) be licensed
by the Contractors State
License Board. State law
also requires that contractors
include their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor’s status at wWww.
cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons
taking jobs that total less
than $500 must state in their
advertisements that they are
not licensed by the Contractors
State License Board.

DISCLAIMER Be wary of
out of area companies. Check
with the local Better Business
Bureau before you send any
money for fees or services.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE

CALL 916-773-1111
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It’s no as Difficult
as you Think

Dear Dave,

I’m single, and I make
$35,000 a year. Next
year, my salary and
bonuses should be around
$50,000. I have a lit-
tle over $30,000 in debt
right now, including stu-
dent loans, and I’m not
sure how I’ll be able to
keep up with bills and
everything else right now
if I have to save $1,000
for a starter emergency
fund like you recommend.
Can I get by with a starter
emergency fund of $500?

— Jonas
Dear Jonas,

I really think you’re
making this whole thing

Dave Ramsey Says

sound a lot harder than it
really is. They key is mak-
ing and living on a budget,
and that’s not rocket sci-
ence. It’s a simple, written
planning process where
you give a name and a job
to every dollar you make
before the month begins.

Food, shelter, cloth-
ing, transportation and
utilities are necessities,
so they come first. After
that, make sure you’re cur-
rent on your debts. Once
all that is out of the way,
put every spare dollar you
can into your emergency
fund. If you do this with a
sense of urgency, and limit
spending to necessities,
you’ll be surprised by how
fast it will happen. And
you’ll love the newfound
sense of security.

The truth is you really
need a starter emergency
fund of $1,000 if you’re at

a point in life where stu-
dent loans and other debts
are in the picture. That
may seem like an impos-
sible goal right now, but it
should be your first prior-
ity. And a written, monthly
budget will go a long
way toward helping you
achieve that goal.

You can do this, Jonas!
—Dave

Dave Ramsey is an
eight-time national best-
selling author, personal
finance expert and host
of “The Ramsey Show,”
heard by more than 18
million listeners. He
has appeared on “Good
Morning America,” “CBS
This Morning,” “Today,”
Fox News, CNN, Fox
Business and many more.

Since 1992, He also
serves as CEO of Ramsey
Solutions. *

California Climate Credit Approved
for High Winter Bills

PG&E News Release

OAKLAND, CA (MPG) - Residential customers
will automatically receive the California
Climate Credit earlier than usual this
year. The California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) approved distribut-
ing the credit as soon as possible, instead
of the annual April timeframe. The Climate
Credit is part of California’s efforts to fight
climate change. Pacific Gas and Electric
Company (PG&E) is pleased to administer
the credit to help reduce customer energy
bills. This credit will help offset higher
than normal natural gas and electricity
bills, which have been increasing due to
higher demand and tighter natural gas sup-
plies, especially on the West Coast.

For natural gas residential customers,
the credit will be $52.78, and for electric
residential customers, the credit will be
$38.39. Customers who receive both ser-
vices will receive a total credit of $91.17.

“PG&E recognizes our responsibility
to serve our customers safely and reli-
ably while keeping their energy bills as
low as possible. With the price PG&E pays
for natural gas rising this year, this credit
is great news for PG&E customers, who
are likely noticing higher than average
bills,” said Vincent Davis, PG&E’s Vice
President of Customer Operations and
Enablement.

California requires power plants, natu-
ral gas providers and other large industries
that emit greenhouse gases to buy carbon
pollution permits from auctions man-
aged by the California Air Resources
Board. The California Climate Credit is

customers’ share of the payments from the
state’s program.

Customers do not need to do anything
to receive the credit, it will automatically
appear as an adjustment on a customer’s
bill under the Adjustments Section on the
Detailed Charges page.

Ways to Reduce Energy Bills

Here are several tools that customers can
use now to manage winter bills:

Make sure you’re on the right rate plan.
Get a personalized Rate Plan Comparison
to find the best rate plan for how your
household uses energy. Budget Billing
keeps bills predictable by leveling out
monthly payments to offset high seasonal
bills. Bill Forecast Alerts are notifications
sent by email, text or phone notifying the
customer if their monthly bill is expected
to exceed a specific amount set by the
customer.

Flexible payment arrangements. Extend
your bill due date or make a payment
arrangement. Access your online account
for details.

Residential customers receive the
Climate Credit twice a year, typically in
April and October.

To learn more about the Climate Credit,
visit the CPUC’s California Climate Credit
page.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company,
a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation
(NYSE:PCG), is a combined natural gas
and electric utility serving more than 16
million people across 70,000 square miles
in Northern and Central California. For
more information, visit pge.com and pge.
com/news. *
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Servmg Dixon and Solano County since 1993

Itis the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to:

Subscription rate is $39 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$59 per year (Mail only).

Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published
weekly on Friday.
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A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“80 FOR BRADY” RATED PG-13

Just in time for the festivities surround-
ing the final playoff game of the National
Football League’s season, “80 for Brady”
takes us back to the run-up to Super
Bowl LI in 2017 when New England
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady would
guide his team through a thrilling game.

This film, in which Brady appears as
himself and also serves as producer,
is the story of four mostly octogenar-
ian Massachusetts women who gather
to watch the Patriots with their fervor
fueled by a love for a quarterback in the
hunt for a fifth ring at the time.

“80 for Brady” is, in fact, inspired
loosely by the true story of best friends
living life to the fullest when they take
a wild trip to Houston to see their hero,
all the while wearing homemade jerseys
sporting the film’s title.

The all-star cast includes Lily Tomlin’s
Lou, a cancer survivor who for reasons
that are understood from a flashback to
chemotherapy treatments early in the
century is a catalyst for the ladies love of
Tom Brady.

Even though her cancer has been in
remission, Lou is dodging calls from
her oncologist about test results because
she figures a trip to Texas could be her
swan song now that the Patriots’ victory
in the AFC championship game has them
headed to the Super Bowl.

While Lou instigates the life-chang-
ing excursion, Jane Fonda’s Trish is the
group’s most outgoing and outrageous
member, who once had local fame as a
model for an ad campaign and is now
a novelist specializing in erotic foot-
ball-themed fan fiction.

Falling in love too easily over and over
is as problematic as her flirtatious behav-
ior. Fitting for the Super Bowl is the
release of her latest book titled “Between
a Gronk and a Hard Place,” referring to
Patriots’ tight end Rob Gronkowski.

The liveliest and best dancer of the
quartet, Rita Moreno’s Maura, while still
grieving over the loss of her husband,
has moved into assisted living where her
neighbor Mickey (Glynn Thurman) is
drawn to her fiery passion for life.

The responsible member of the group
is Sally Field’s Betty, a retired mathe-
matics professor needing a little escape
from her needy husband (Bob Balaban)
who often needs a reminder to put on his
pants. Is there a chance that Betty might
cut loose a bit on this trip?

Hijinks come into play even before the
ladies can make it to the Boston airport.
First, they have to stage a jailbreak at the

Walnut Growers are Hard Hit
by Crop Damage,Plummeting Prices

California walnut farmers are tear-
ing out older trees and less desirable
varieties as walnut prices have plum-
meted well below costs of production.
The California Walnut Commission
estimates that the 2022 crop suffered
$1 billion in damages after a devas-
tating heat wave in September cooked
walnuts on trees in a critical time in
the growing cycle. Later, ill-timed
rains led to mold problems. As much
as 30% to 40% of the walnut volume
was impacted—resulting in disaster
declarations for growers in several
counties.

Surging Natural Gas Costs Causing
Greenhouse Operations to Hike Prices

Skyrocketing natural gas prices are
created challenges for California nurs-
ery operations, which use the fuel to
heat greenhouses. Some are facing util-
ity bills as much as five times higher
than in previous years. As a result,
nursery operators say they must raise
prices to customers, including farmers
who buy transplants and seedlings for
planting. Some nursery businesses are
adding fuel surcharges to their plants.
The West Coast, which relies on nat-
ural gas imports, has seen reduced
deliveries from Canada and the Rocky
Mountains.

@ Riley Reviews

LEGENDS OF THE SCREEN AND
GRIDIRON ROMP IN 80 FOR BRADY

retirement facility to free Maura from the
rules laid down by the despotic manager
(Jimmy O. Yang).

Once in Houston, the fan festival NFL
Experience beckons, and Betty taking
up the challenge of a hot wings contest
hosted by Guy Fieri portraying himself
proves that being hungry will overcome
extra spicy hot sauce.

With Trish being the glamorous one
with a suitcase full of wigs, it’s no sur-
prise that she’s soon caught up in a flirty
hookup with smitten, fictional Super
Bowl champion Dan O’Halloran (Harry
Hamlin).

At a party on the night before the big
game, more mischief ensues when some
of them consume drug-laced edible gum-
mies. Having a fondness for gambling,
Maura ends up in a poker game where in
her hallucinatory state every player looks
like Guy Fieri.

Game day holds a few surprises, with
Billy Porter being impressed with the
women’s determination to become his
backup dancers and Ron Funches com-
ically taking his security guard role too
seriously when confronting them.

What is the audience for “80 for
Brady,” a female-

centric story of obsession with a truly
gifted football player? For a guy, it may
work as a date night movie because at
least there is some gridiron action to
revive memories of an exciting game.

For fans of a storied franchise that
once called Oakland home, the contro-
versial “Tuck Rule Game” that resulted
in the Patriots defeating the Raiders in
the AFC championship game still lingers
as a really bad memory.

The Silver and Black fandom would
find a celebration of Brady an even more
bitter pill to swallow knowing that the
outcome of that contentious playoff game
was the fact that Brady went on to win
his first Super Bowl by prevailing over
the St. Louis Rams.

One has to wonder how the film will
play for audiences in Boston and Atlanta
when actual footage from the game
reveals incredible plays that upend what
looked like an inevitable rout. The fan
base sure to lament the outcome may not
want to relive the experience.

A fair assessment of “80 for Brady” is
that the leading ladies are not only effort-
lessly talented, but believable as lifelong
friends bonding over their love of a team
and hero worship of its star player.

Moreover, these senior citizen thespi-
ans look to be having an authentically
good time throughout their adventure
with an enthusiasm so infectious that, at
least, it should rub off on the audience. %

State Upgrades Water Delivery
Expectations after January Storm Deluge

California’s January storms may be
paying their first dividends for farm-
ers. The California Department of
Water Resources announced that the
State Water Project may deliver 30%
of requested supplies this year. That
allocation is up from an initial pro-
jection of 5% in December. The final
water allocation for 2022 was 5%, plus
limited supplies for unmet human and
safety needs. A 30% allotment would
allow the state to deliver 1.27 million
acre-feet of water to 29 public water
agencies.

Wine Sector Seeks to Connect
with Younger Consumers
Amid Declining Demand

California winegrape growers and
wine professionals say they have been
facing sliding demand for wine over
the past two years. At the recent 2023
United Wine & Grape Symposium in
Sacramento, speakers said the wine
sector needs to win over younger con-
sumers and market to a more diverse
customer base. Wine sales saw roughly
two decades of sustained growth before
the recent decline in demand. It has
been attributed to a broad shift away
from alcohol in general. Last year, peo-
ple over 60 were the only demographic
with higher wine consumption. *
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Anti-Christian Bigotry in U.S. and Europe To Help Patients Save Money, Congress
Needs to Tackle the Middlemen

Catholic League for Religious

and Civil Rights

Christians in Europe? What they found is

exactly what Alito was saying. “Secular

NEW YORK, NY (MPG) - Last July, Supreme
Court Justice Samuel Alito, who had just
recently written the majority opinion
overturning Roe v. Wade, upset militant
secularists when he spoke honestly about
the fate of religious liberty. In his Rome
address, he talked about a “growing hos-
tility to religion, or at least the traditional
religious beliefs that are contrary to the
new moral code that is ascendant in some

sectors.”

What Alito said is true in the U.S. and

Europe.

In a survey by Lifeway Research,
it found that “nearly 60% agreed that
Christians increasingly are confronted by
intolerance in America today.” Those who
regularly attend religious services were
even more likely to say this is true. Young
people and those who are religiously unaf-
filiated were the least likely to agree.

In a survey of anti-Christian big-
otry on the other side of the Atlantic,
the Observatory on Intolerance and
Discrimination Against Christians in
Europe investigated five countries:
France, Germany, Spain, Sweden, and the
United Kingdom. It found that anti-Chris-
tian hate crimes increased by 70 percent
between 2019 and 2020. “These have a
higher frequency in France and Germany,
although they tend to be more severe in
Spain and France, due to a reactionary

form of secularism.”

Why the increase in hate crimes against

intolerance and discrimination against
Christianity seem to be based on the
opposition against more traditional and
conservative moral view of Christians.”
It also said that “It was uncovered that
there is a high rate of religious illiteracy
among state authorities, public officials
and journalists.”

The finding about anti-Christianity in
Europe also applies to the U.S. It is not
religious extremists who are responsible

for most of the anti-Christian bigotry, it

is militant secularists. Similarly, the high

rate of religious illiteracy among govern-

ment officials and reporters is a serious
problem in this country as well.

In 2016, Dean Baquet, the execu-
tive editor of the New York Times, said
on NPR that it is important for journal-
ists to realize that they have to do a better
job understanding the “anger and discon-
nectedness that people feel. And I think
I use religion as an example because I
was raised Catholic in New Orleans.
I think that the New York-based, and
Washington-based, too, probably, media
powerhouses don’t quite get religion.” He
added, “We don’t get the role of religion
in people’s lives.”

Nothing has changed. Christian bash-
ing is sport in the very Western nations
that gave birth to Christianity. That those
doing the bashing fancy themselves as
the tolerant ones, the “open-minded”

secularists, makes the situation all the

more perverse.

*

for Local News |
and muchmore! —
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Commentary
by Sally C. Pipes

As a Republican-
controlled House of
Representatives with a
small majority opens for
business in January, one
member has especially big
ideas for saving patients
money on prescription drug
costs and the research to
back it up.

A year ago, Rep. James
Comer (R-KY) released a
comprehensive report on
the role of pharmacy bene-
fit managers in the nation’s
healthcare system. The
result does not make for
pleasant reading. It is largely
a tale of how greedy middle-
men have taken advantage
of existing legal loopholes
and lax oversight to cre-
ate an industry that raked in
$28 billion in profits in 2019
while providing no actual
healthcare to patients.

Insurers use pharmacy
benefit managers to nego-
tiate with drug makers on
terms for the inclusion
of medications in insur-
ance plan coverage. In
fact, however, the three
biggest PBMs, which
account for nearly 80 per-
cent of prescription claims,

respective massive insurers
like Cigna and pharmacy
behemoths like CVS
Caremark. The result is an
interlocking daisy chain for
extracting maximum profit
from consumers and payers
such as employers and fed-
eral and state governments,
all while deflecting blame
for increasing drug costs
away from themselves and
onto drug makers.

There’s evidence that to
remain competitive with
PBMs, drug makers have
set list prices higher in
expectation of large forth-
coming discounts, a move
that passes none of the dis-
counts directly to patients
but allows PBMs to extract
increased revenue for their
bottom line.

Insurers, meanwhile,
charge coinsurance pay-
ments and count toward
deductibles patient out-of-
pocket costs based on the
list price of the medication,
not the discounted price
the insurers actually pay.
Insurers like this arrange-
ment just fine because it
allows them to crank up
their own revenue without
raising premiums.

Insurers and their PBMs
also pressure consumers to
obtain medications through
their own respective phar-
macy groups. That can take
the relatively benign form
of an endless barrage of
emails from insurers urg-
ing beneficiaries to switch
their prescriptions in-house.
In more severe cases, PBMs
can discriminate against
independent pharmacies by
offering lower reimburse-

them from insurer networks.

Altogether, this conduct
has become so parasitic that
more than 50% of each dol-
lar spent on brand-name
medicines now goes to mid-
dlemen entities.

If lawmakers and regu-
lators at the Federal Trade
Commission and elsewhere
were doing their jobs, this
would all be illegal and
patients would save big.
Instead, many lawmakers
have been happy to look the
other way while pointing a
finger at “Big Pharma” and
pocketing campaign con-
tributions from PBMs and
allied grifters.

Rep. Comer hits the nail
on the head with his main
reform push: meaning-
ful transparency among
PBMs. Consumers deserve
to know who’s paying what
to whom for prescription
drugs.

Healthcare reform must
allow patients to make
informed choices about
their care. Greater trans-
parency for PBM practices
is the starting point. Next
up should be the shock-
ing requirement that drug
discounts ostensibly for
patients get passed on to
patients, not sucked up by
middlemen.

Sally C. Pipes (@sallyp-
ipes) is president, CEO,
and Thomas W. Smith fel-
low in Health Care Policy
at the Pacific Research
Institute. Her latest book
is False Premise, False
Promise: The Disastrous
Reality of Medicare for
All (Encounter 2020).
Follow her on Twitter @
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000053
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Legal Docs4U,
RW Doc Prep, RW Docs, All
Doc Prep, All Legal Docs, 360
Arlington Circle, Fairfield, CA
94533.

Regina Whitaker, 360 Arlington
Circle, Fairfield, CA 94533. Date
Filed in Solano County: January
11, 2023. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 10, 2028. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: Jan 20, 27, Feb 3,10, 2023
LEGAL 2-10-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000068
The following persons are doing
business as: Parallax Dragonz,
5079 Staghorn Drive, Vallejo, CA
94591.

Henry Boncato, 5079 Staghomn
Drive, Vallejo, CA 94591. Date
Filed in Solano County: January
13, 2023. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
1/1/2023

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 12, 2028. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: Jan 27, Feb 3, 10 & 17,2023
PARALLAX 2-17-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000102
The following persons are doing
business as: Pleasants Valley
Fire Safe Council — Vacaville,
3876 Putah Ridge Trail, Winters,
CA 95694.

Pleasants Valley Fire Safe
Council — Vacaville, 3876 Putah
Ridge Trail, Winters, CA 95694.
Date Filed in Solano County:
January 19, 2023. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A.

This Business is conducted
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 18, 2028. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: Jan 27, Feb 3,10 & 17,2023
PLEASANTS 21723

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000128
The following persons are doing
business as: Dixon Smog, 790 N
Adams Street, Suite A, Dixon, CA

95620.

Dixon Smog, LLC, 790 N Adams
Street, Suite A, Dixon, CA 95620.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 23, 2023. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A

This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before the
expiration January 22, 2028. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)

Publish: Feb 3, 10, 17, 24, 2023

DIXON 22423

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000127
The following persons are doing

business as: Dixon Suspension,
790 N Adams Street, Suite B,
Dixon, CA 95620.

Dixon Suspension & Smog, LLC,
790 N Adams Street, Suite A,
Dixon, CA 95620.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 23, 2023. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A

This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before the
expiration January 22, 2028. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Feb 3,10, 17, 24, 2023

DIXON 2-24-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000200
The following persons are doing
business as: Tourist To Local, 285
W Broadway Street, Dixon, CA

95620.

Juliana  Wynkoop, 285 W
Broadway Street, Dixon, CA
95620.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 31, 2023. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: 1/1/2023

This Business is conduct-
ed by: Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 30, 2028. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: Feb 10, 17, 24, Mar 3, 2023
TOURIST 3323

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000150
The following persons are doing
business as: Tasty Bites Pizzeria,
526 Tuolumne Street, Vallejo, CA
94590.

Pep Guys, Inc., 526 Tuolumne
Street, Vallejo, CA 94590.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 25, 2023. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: 1/25/2023

This Business is conducted
by: Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 24, 2028. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: Feb 10, 17, 24, Mar 3, 2023
TASTY 3323

ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME FILE # 2022001261
The following person(s) has/
have abandoned the use of the
Fictitious Business Name: Dixon
Suspension & Smog, at 790 N

Adams Street, Dixon, CA 95620.
The Fictitious Business Name re-
ferred to above was filed in Solano

County on July 22, 2022, File
Number: 2022001261

Dixon Suspension & Smog LLC,
136 Peridot Court, Hercules, CA,
94547.

This business is conducted by:
Limited Liability Company

Filed with the Clerk of Solano
County on January 23, 2023.
Publish: Feb 3,10, 17,24, 2023

SUSPENSION 2-24-23

ORDER TO SHOW FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #FCS059046

Ngan Kim Pham and Viet Hung
Nguyen on behalf of Minor
Children filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing
names as follows: Nathaniel Hung
Minh Pham Nguyen to Nathaniel
Pham-Nguyen and Catherine
Ngan Khanh Pham Nguyen to
Catherine Ngan Khanh Pham-
Nguyen.

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes
described above must file writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to
show why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hear-
ing. March 8, 2023, 9:00 a.m.
Department 3, Room 2, Superior

Court of California, County of
Solano, Old Solano Court House,
580 Texas Street Fairfield, CA
94533

Judge of the Superior Court:
Stephen Gizzi

Dated: January 23, 2023

Publish: Feb. 3,10, 17 & 24,2023

NGAN 2-24-23

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR

CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #FCS059445
Mark Dale Watson filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: Mark
Dale Watson to Farid Mark Dale
Watson.
THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name chang-
es described above must file
written objection that includes
the reasons for the objection at
least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard
and must appear at the hearing
to show why the petition should
not be granted. If no written ob-
jection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a
hearing. March 10, 2023, 9:30
a.m. Department 22, Room IlI,
Superior Court of California,
County of Solano, Old Solano
Court House, 580 Texas Street
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court:
Alesia Jones
Dated: January 26, 2023
Publish: Feb 3,10, 17, 24,2023
MARK

2-24-23

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
TO PROVIDE PLANNING, ENGINEERING,

AND DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE WASTEWATER
TREATMENT FACILITY EXPANSION

(WWTF expansion).

January 27, 2023

The City of Dixon (City) is seeking planning, engineering, architectural, and design services
to plan, develop, and assist in the delivery of the Wastewater Treatment Facility expansion

The qualifications shall be submitted by firms that are capable and experienced in the type of work
described in Section Ill, "SCOPE OF SERVICES," of this Request for Qualifications (RFQ). In
addition, all interested firms shall have sufficient, readily available resources in the form of trained
personnel, support services, specialized consultants, and financial resources to carry out the work
without delay or shortcomings. The qualifications shall be submitted NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM
(PST) on Thursday March 2nd, 2023, to:

City of Dixon
600 East A Street
Dixon, CA 95620

Attn: Jordan Santos, Junior Engineer

707 678-7030
jsantos @cityofdixon.us

Each proposer shall submit five (5) bound copies, and an electronic version (Adobe Acrobat
PDF) of the qualification in accordance with Section V, "QUALIFICATION FORMAT," of the RFQ.
This RFQ and related documents are available on the City website at http://www.dixonplanroom.
com. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS TO CHECK THE CITY
WEBSITE FOR ANY FUTURE ADDENDUMS TO THIS RFQ.

All questions regarding this RFQ should be directed to Jordan Santos, Junior Engineer, via
electronic mail at jsantos @cityofdixon.us
Dixon Independent Voice 1-27-2023 and 2-10-2023
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WEEKLY COMICS

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

The Spats by Jeff Pickering

(0K, TO A 10-YEAR-OLD BOY

[6LASS, TODAY WE'RE GOWG | [ BE SUPER CREATIVE WITH |
VALENTINE'S DAY IS THE

To MAKE VALENTINE'S CARDS.| | THE PINK AND RED PAPER,
HERRTS AND GUITTER.

WE WILL THEN PASS THEM
OUT TO YOUR VALENTINES.

02 j WAL, T APFLANG THIG CBEAM
TAREE TIVES A Dy FOR THE NEXT
T WEEKS SU=ULD Do THE
TRk o8 THAT TRy
TEIGEER HHNEER

CREEPIEST OF HErLIDﬂ.'I"S. "

TVE HAD JUST ABoUT

CAN T KEEP N~
ENCUGH OF You! g

WHATEVER 15
LEFT OVERP

THESE GUYS WHO, IN
THE PEPTHS OF WINTER,
BUNDLE THEMSELVES UP

YET STILL WEAR SHORTS!!

ST T T E———_—

B King Feadunes Syndecaie, e

- longiaat

Just Like Cats & Doge  vyDave T phigps

CLOTHES FROM A STORE THAT HAS SILVER
\ MANNEQUINS AND BLARING TECHNO? 4

by Gary Kopervas . 9

7 YOU SERIOUSLY WANT METO TRY ON | | o

“My client Is a simple shoemaker. OK, so
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

CLEANING CONSTRUCTION WATER SERVICES
S&Y Cleaning Services ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION You could give your people
; ; GENERAL CONTRACTING 4
Weekly - Bi-Weekly - Monthly - One Ti -
e§Ve};ken’ds ?TWO}:IG-I:Sn° M};ve-ge;tslme Consistent Results Q‘mﬂm Wai'ﬂﬂ.
" Gift Cortfcates Available (916) 257-5400 (530) 662-0295
(707) 689-6532 CALIC # 560820 culliganwoodland.com
FREE ESTIMATES Based in Dixon Since 1991
PREGNANCY PROPANE

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

We live where you live

We understand your propane service needs.
WE ARE

FOLLOW L

3L s ;:._- N

for Local News

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center
138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

All services are free & completely Confidential. e e Y 5 N
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence — Pro-Gas :nd much moréF o e
Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling ALLIED PROPANE Publishing
Grou
707-449-8991 (707) 678-8500 P

1700 N. First Street | Dixon
RobL@alliedprogas.com

) @vPGsdotcom
3y @MPG8dotcom

California Water: Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information

201 S. First St. » Dixon
707.678.5928

Soure Gnvited” Co %%’{Zf Q%d,[

%m}y Oters,

CoRNERSTONE ~ Ferving Cr World

THIS WEEK’S SERMON
“Staying Strong
Through the Hard Times”
Selected Scriptures

SUNDAY SERVICES
Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Worship 10:30 am
Small Groups meet throughout the week.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher

185 W. Cherry St. « Dixon ¢ 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com
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SMF Launches $1.3 Billion Expansion Project

Sac County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
County Department
of Airports, which
operates Sacramento
International Airport
(SMF), announced on
February 1, SMForward,
a $1.3 billion expansion
project that will reshape
the Airport to accommo-
date projected passenger
growth over the next
seven years.

SMForward is embark-
ing on a transformative
journey, with the launch
of six ambitious proj-
ects in 2024, including
the construction of a
stunning $140 million
pedestrian walkway. This
state-of-the-art walkway
will seamlessly connect
Terminal B to Concourse
B, empowering passen-
gers with the flexibility
to choose between a lei-
surely walk to their gate
or utilizing the Airport's
efficient train system.

Additional SMForward
projects include expan-
sions to both Terminal
A and Concourse B,
which will add gates
and new amenities; a
new Terminal B park-
ing garage; and a
consolidated ground
transportation cen-
ter that will centralize
taxi, rideshare, and off-
site shuttle providers
into a single area that is
walkable from both ter-
minals. SMForward is
expected to conclude in
late 2027 with the com-
pletion of a new $400
million consolidated
rental car facility, allow-
ing passengers access to
the Airport's rental car

providers without the
need to ride a shuttle bus.
SMForward is a
major milestone for
Sacramento, representing
the largest construction
program in the airport's
history. This ambitious
project is not just an
expansion, but a com-
plete transformation of
the airport experience for
the people of Sacramento
and its visitors. The proj-
ect will bring about
significant improvements
and upgrades that will
enhance the convenience,
comfort, and accessibil-
ity of the airport for all.
“The airport experience
is the first impression
many people see when
they arrive in Northern
California — and the
last as they leave,” said
Cindy Nichol, Director
of Sacramento County
Department of Airports.
“SMForward will change
the airport’s skyline, but
it also sets the stage for
the airport's growth and
our region's as a whole.”

A

SMFoward creates jobs
and economic opportuni-
ties for local businesses
and serves as a catalyst
for further development
in the region. The project
will help Sacramento to
be more competitive as a
destination, attract more
visitors and businesses,
and ultimately contrib-
ute to the growth of the
region.

SMForward is a vision-
ary project that will be
financed through a com-
bination of federal and
state grants, municipal
bonds issued by the air-
port, and user fees. This
means that the burden of
financing will not fall on
the local taxpayers.

“Over the next five
years, this transfor-
mation will create
world-class facilities
that will enhance our
customer's travel expe-
rience while improving
crucial infrastructure to
meet our growth,” said
Nichol. “Our airfield
has plenty of capacity,
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BETTER

BEST

WE HAVE THE RIGHT TIRES FOR YOUR
CAR OR TRUCK FOR LESS!

S:

All Tires Come with FREE Rotations, Flats and Balance,
for the Life of a Set of 4 Tires.

DINON

(707) 678-1669

205 Stratford Avenue, Dixon
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TUNNEL TO TOWERS HONORS OUR
MILITARY AND FIRST RESPONDERS

WHO CONTINUE TO MAKE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF LIFE AND LIMB FOR OUR COUNTRY
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LINE OF
DUTY
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Providing mortgage-free
homes to Gold Star and
Fallen First Responder
families with young
children and building

specially-adapted Smart
Homes for our most
severely injured.

FDNY Firefighter Stephen Siller gave his life while
saving others on September 11, 2001
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THE FOUNDATION HAS BEEN SUPPORTING
OUR NATION’'S GREATEST HEROES EVER SINCE

AND EDUCATING PEOPLE ABOUT 9/11
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o

DONATE $11/MO TODAY

wati: 121.0RG

Foundation

SMForward is embarking on a transformative journey, with the launch of six ambitious projects in 2024. Photo courtesy Sac County

but our parking, con-
courses, and roadways
have several choke
points. SMForward will
address these issues and
create an airport ready
to serve the modern
passenger.”

SMForward comes
as air travel demand in
the Greater Sacramento
region continues to
exceed peer airports in
the region after unprec-
edented impacts from
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In 2022, SMF
nearly returned to
pre-pandemic levels
with six consecutive
years of year-over-year
record-breaking pas-
senger growth through
2019. Forecasts show
steady passenger growth
averaging 4.3 percent
annually through 2041,
underscoring the need
for expansion.

“With record num-
bers of people traveling
through SMF and the
region's growing econ-
omy that continues

Season 27

projected
Su;ertitle

Translations

Harris

Donald Kendrick Music Director

Mitchell

to create new oppor-
tunities, Sacramento
International Airport is
at a crucial intersection,”
said Sacramento County
Supervisor Phil Serna, “It
is critical to invest in our
aviation infrastructure to
ensure we can meet the
needs of residents and
travelers who will make
the region an even bet-
ter place to live, work
and visit.”
“SMForward rep-
resents the continued
implementation of SMF's
master plan, which the
Sacramento County
Board of Supervisors
approved in February
2022. The plan evalu-
ated past and projected
passenger growth along
with infrastructure needs
as a basis for developing
a plan to accommodate
that growth,” said TJ
Chen, Deputy Director
of Airport Planning and
Development. “In addi-
tion to roadways and
gates, the master plan
anticipates the additional

EUROPEAN "/
MASTERWORKS

Saturday, March 4 at 8 pm
Pre-concert talk at 7 pm
SAFE Credit Union Performing Arts Center

Stabat Mater - Charles Villiers Stanford
A work of unspeakable beauty and transcendence

Lobgesang (HYMN OF PRAISE) — Felix Mendelssohn
Majestic and powerful, Mendelssohn’s masterpiece

Performance in Memory of

Michael Meeks

SCSO Principal Trumpet

OUTSTANDING SOLOISTS

Marina Boudart Harris, Soprano
Jennifer Mitchell, Soprano
Kelly Clarke, Mezzo Soprano

Clarke

TICKETS ON SALE!
Box Office | 916.808.5181
or Ticketmaster.com

SACRAMENTO CHORAL.ORG

Chadwick Somers, Tenor
Craig Verm, Baritone

facilities and airfield
infrastructure needed
to meet the growing
demand for air travel.”

“A lot of hard work
and planning has gone
into ensuring the suc-
cess of SMForward,”
Nichol said. “I want to
thank the SMF team
and Sacramento County
leadership for their
dedication and sup-
port in helping shape
this project.”

Additional information
and business opportuni-
ties within SMForward
can be found on the
newly launched web-
site at SMForward.com.
The website provides a
wealth of information
on the projects, time-
lines, and opportunities
for businesses and indi-
viduals to get involved
and be a part of this
exciting journey of shap-
ing the future of travel.
Stay informed, stay con-
nected, and be a part of
the revolution.

The Sacramento
County Department
of Airports is respon-
sible for planning,
developing, operat-
ing and maintaining the
county's four airports:
Sacramento International
Airport, Executive
Airport, Mather Airport
and Franklin Field.
Sacramento International
Airport offers more
than 155 daily nonstop
flights on 12 domestic
and international carri-
ers to 36 destinations.
The regional economic
impact of the Sacramento
County Department of
Airports is more than
$4 billion annually. For
more information, visit
sacramento.aero. *

SPRING 2023

Scan for
information
& tickets



