
By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - It’s that 
time again for the 19th 
Annual Rotary Crab Feed 
on Saturday, February 25. 
The May Fair’s Madden 
Hall will fill up with rows 
of tables and hundreds of 
crab lovers. You may even 
feel a little cramped but you 
won’t mind as the students 
from Ramtown Karate 
begin bombarding you with 
servings of fresh salad, 
tasty pasta, then fluffy 
French bread before finally 
getting to the main course: 
Crab!

Hopefully a bit of drink 
from the no-host bar that 
opens at 6 p.m. will have 
you relaxed enough to have 
waited it out and can thor-
oughly enjoy the crustacean 
served at 7 p.m.

“It is our largest fund-
raiser,” explained Club 
Treasurer Janice Beaman, 
who chaired somewhere 
around ten years of these 
Rotary dinners. “We get 
penne pasta made by 
Anderson Catering and we 

get fresh, wonderful crab. 
It’s delicious. It has never 
been frozen, and it comes 
anywhere from northern 
California to the Canada 
coast.” She said there are 
other crab feeds, but they 
don’t have a band.

“We have the Time 
Bandits, and they are 

especially good and they 
are from Solano County – 
that in itself is a draw for 
our crab feed,” she said. 
The premier dance band is 
a family of talented musi-
cians that play rock, R&B, 
Swing, or Jazz and all styles 
at corporate events, con-
certs, festivals, weddings, 

etc. Another draw is the fact 
that everyone knows where 
the money goes.

“We prioritize what we 
donate to and the first and 
foremost is the scholar-
ships program. We give out 
between $12,000 to $15,000 
for scholarships every year. 

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Talented 
artists, photographers, 
crafters, bakers and more 
will once again be able 
to show off their skills 
to May Fair visitors and 
may even be taking home 
ribbons as well as cash 
awards. The Dixon May 
Fair Exhibit Guidebooks 
are now available for peo-
ple to choose one or many 
places of competition for 
blue ribbons.

Entry forms and more 
information on entry fees 
are available at dixonmay-
fair.com and separate entry 
forms are required for each 
category one plans to enter. 
The Dixon May Fair mail-
ing address is PO Box 459, 

Dixon, CA 95620 and the 
delivery address is 655 
South First Street.

For the record, the 
Dixon May Fair began in 
1876 and is the oldest dis-
trict fair in the state of 

California. The 4-day event 
will be Thursday, May 11 
through Sunday, May 14.

Most consider us lucky 
to have a local fairgrounds 
that brings thousands of 
visitors every year and 

takes in plenty of entries 
from the communities of 
Vacaville, Fairfield, Rio 
Vista, Elmira, Woodland 
and Davis. In addition 
to the many areas of tal-
ent that will be on exhibit, 
there will also be livestock 
and classic cars.

Livestock -  Market 
Animal Exhibitors and 
Small Animal Exhibitors 
must enter online only 
and pay fees February 
6 through March 3. For 
small market animals 
and non-market class 
entries, that date is on 
April 14. Make checks 
payable to: Dixon May 
Fair All livestock - Proof 
of Youth for the Quality 
Care of Animals (YQCA) 
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May Fair Exhibit Book Released

Livestock is a significant part of the annual Dixon May Fair and entering early ensures proper forms and fees are taken care of. 
The rules are laid out completely in the newly released guidebook. Photo by Debra Dingman

Domestic animals truly give the Dixon May Fair its earthy 
quality reminding community members of their farming days. 
Photo by David Dingman

Rotary Getting Crabby

The main course is naturally–Crabs! Photo courtesy Anekoho | Dreamstime.com
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SCOE Earns 
Grant for 

Mental Health 
and Wellness 

Supports
Special SCOE Releaser

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- Solano County Office of 
Education was recently 
awarded a $4,000,000 
federal grant from the 
Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services 
Administration. The grant's 
focus is to advance heal-
ing and improve social 
determinants of health 
among youth and families 
in communities that have 
experienced community 
violence, disproportionate 
impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and other sig-
nificant collective trauma 
over the past 24 months.

 “SCOE is honored 
and well-positioned to be 
entrusted with such an 
important grant that will 
support building capacity 
for increased mental health 
supports in our school 
communities. Schools 
across Solano County have 
seen an increase in stu-
dent mental health and 
wellness needs, and we 
will use this grant to con-
tinue to be a conduit and 
leader in this work for 
students and families,” 
commented Solano County 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lisette Estrella-Henderson.

As part of the grant 
work, SCOE will engage 
the community to plan 
and deploy culturally rel-
evant, trauma informed 
prevention, intervention, 
and post-vention strategies 
that build school and com-
munity capacity, expand 
service access, and pro-
mote healing and healthy 
development. SCOE will 
place particular focus on 
those disproportionately 
impacted in the past two 
years including Black, 
Latino/a, LGBTQ students 
and families who are more 
likely to experience men-
tal health symptoms and 
crises. Prevention activi-
ties will be targeted to the 
whole community.

The goals of the project 
are to decrease incidents of 
community violence and 
the impact of collective 
trauma, while increasing 
the knowledge and capac-
ity of schools and other 
youth-serving entities. 
The grant will also help 
increase the knowledge 
and development of men-
tal health interns at both 
the graduate and parapro-
fessional level. SCOE is 
excited to utilize this grant 
to further mental health 
and wellness supports for 
Solano students, families 
and educators. � H

Railroad Resort 
Worth the Drive
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Thank 
A Veteran Today

CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309

MPG Staff

Crab Feed
The Dixon Game Conservation Club 

Crab Feed is reserved on Saturday, 
February 4, from 6 to 10 pm at the Dixon 
May Fairgrounds. The mission of this 
organization is to promote education and 
information regarding conservation. They 
usually host a Hunter’s safety program 
for all ages and a junior pheasant hunt 
for youth up to 16 years old. Call (707) 
678-9155.

Valentine’s Workshop
A delicious kind of workshop will 

be hosted by ‘Over the Moon Grazing 
Company’ owned by Christina Carrasco a 
Dixon caterer on Sunday, February 5, at 1 
p.m. at The Creative Space in downtown 
Dixon. Cost is $80 single/$105 a cou-
ple and students will learn how to make a 
charcuterie board – even in the shape of a 
heart. Charcuterie boards are a selection of 
colorful cheeses and fruits arranged beau-
tifully on a platter. Call (530) 723-0929 or 
go to overthemooongrazingco.com. The 
class will be at 160 West A Street across 
from the Dixon History Museum.

Empower Solano
Solano County Public Health and 

Empower Solano want to assist small 
businesses with economic resilience, sta-
bility, and overall fiscal health. Complete 
a brief survey to tell them how they can 
support you in the future. One can also 
join the free business directory at www.
ShopSolano.org to spread the word about 
your amazing events, sales, and more. Go 
to empowersolano.org/SBC_Survey.

DDBA Workshop
If you own a business in Dixon, you’ll 

want to attend the free workshop on pre-
venting crime on Thursday, February 2 
at 8:30 a.m. held at The Creative Space, 
160 West A Street in downtown Dixon. 
It is hosted by the Downtown Dixon 
Business Association and will feature 
Matthew Olsen, Solano County Lead 
Deputy District Attorney and a represen-
tative from the Dixon Police Department. 
Reserve your spot by calling and leaving 
your name/business at (707) 678-8400.

City Meeting
The next official City meeting is a 

Joint Study Session (#1) and will be on 
Tuesday, January 31 at 6:30 p.m. inside 
the Council Chambers at City Hall, 600 
East A Street in Dixon. The purpose of the 

meeting is to review the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance Update. It is the first 
of three of these sessions that combine 
the City Council with the City Planning 
Commission to review the initial draft of 
the Zoning Ordinance update. This first 
one will cover regulations for use and 
development standards, Overly Zoning 
Districts, Standards for specific uses, and 
Use classifications plus the Draft Zoning 
Map, which includes changes to reclassify 
and rezone property.

Fundraising Dinner
Mark your calendars for Monday, 

February 13, 2023, for the annual Dixon 
Women’s Improvement Club Scholarships 
and Grants Fundraising Dinner. At Bud’s 
Pub & Grill, 100 South First Street in 
downtown Dixon. Tickets are now on sale 
and are $30 per person. Dinners can be 
eaten inside or taken home from 4:30 to 8 
p.m.  Call to pre-order at (707) 678-4745 
after 4 p.m. on Monday, February 13, if 
you want to pick up.

Entrée choices are Prime Rib or Tri-
tip, Chicken, Salmon, Pasta, or Vegetarian 
dish. They also will include dinner salad, 
garlic toasted red potatoes, and bread. 
There will be a huge raffle drawing of all 
kinds of goods and services during the 
evening. Tickets are $30 per person and 
can be purchased by any of the DWIC 
members or call the newspaper office at 
(707) 678-8917.

Retirement Planning
On Tuesdays, January 31 and February 

7, Dixonites are invited to attend a 
Retirement Planning Course offered at 
Solano Community College Vacaville 
Center from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. It is an edu-
cational course for adults ages 50 to 70 
and a variety of topics will be covered to 
help people avoid retirement roadblocks 
and plan their futures with confidence. 
The college is at 2001 North Village 
Parkway in Vacaville and there will be 
an online class offered on Thursdays, 
February 2 and 9. For more information, 
call (530) 231-0380 or register online at 
www.rsvp.courses. There is a $49 regis-
tration fee.

Mobile Diabetes
Education Center

The Mobile Diabetes Education 
Center (MOBEC) will offer a free dia-
betes screening at the Dixon Senior 
Multi-use Center, 201 South 5th Street, on 
Wednesday, February 1 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.� H

SHORT 
Life’s too

Dixon News Briefs

Good Week but Need Sports Covered
By Debra Dingman

 
I could tell this was going to be a great 
week when I opened our post office 
mailbox and found it stuffed with sub-
scription renewals. I like that the 
Publisher includes a random survey 
which will give us a sampling of what 
our readers want or don’t like.

I think of it as our report card. Like 
all entrepreneurs, the newspaper owner 
is innovative and seems to be always 
thinking of ways to improve and I like 
that. Those comments mean a lot to us 
but particularly to me because I’m on 
the front lines and according to the sur-
veys, local news is the super draw. Thank 
you everyone for your comments and 
suggestions!

On the website for Dixon High School, 
and as I was thumbing through the high 
school calendar, I was jolted into the 
spring sport season as there were pro-
motions for basketball and soccer. Boy, 
am I behind! Just because I was watch-
ing snow football on Sunday with hubby, 
didn’t mean I thought on the local level 
that practices and games are going on. 
Anybody wanting to cover Dixon sports, 
call me and I’m not talking about just 
young people looking for a side gig. 
If there is a retired gentleman who can 
still climb bleachers, you could still be 
our guy.

I’ve known this about Dixon ever since 
I moved here 30 years ago when I real-
ized there wasn’t a movie theater, skating 
rink, or bowling alley for youth but that 
was okay because there were tons of 
teams for every age and Scouts, and 4-H. 
No child ever complained (at least not 
in my earshot) that there was nothing to 

do. If anything, my children slept really 
sound because they had been busy with 
some kind of youth sports or extracurric-
ular activity.

There are lots of games and teams to 
cover. It was a reminder that sports go on 
year-round in any weather, even on the 
local level. I was excited to read that a 
certain valuable football coach with a 
long last name that begins with the let-
ter B is even adding to that plethora. 
He’s got plans for Co-ed Flag Football. 
You didn’t hear that from me here in 
the newspaper. I know he has a few 
more details to work out but I really got 
excited about this and look forward to 
more in the near future. In my defense, 
he has announced it to students.

I would be worried about watch-
ing games while out in the cold but this 
morning when the sun was warming 
everything up, I wondered about how 
unpredictable weather is, and how I just 
need to go visit KUIU. I considered the 
possibility of having a sudden and very 
warm spring since we might have just 
had winter all at once.

A few weeks back, the company rear-
ranged my computer life and where my 
workstation is. Now, there are no extra 
plugs for my feet-warming heater. Even 
with two pairs of socks and boots, my 
feet are like ice by 10 a.m. every day. 
I’m going to have to fix this situation 
soon because I’m too sensitive and find 
it hard to concentrate on anything but 
my feet. But for now, a possible sudden 
warm wave sounds really, really good. 
Maybe it’s being surrounded by farm-
land, I don’t know, but I always wonder 
what our Dixon farmers are wanting 
weather-wise.� H

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
DIXON POLICE LOG

Monday, January 23, 2023
2100 Hours - Report for missing passport taken in the 1000 Block of Merrill Dr. Ibarra
1102 - Tra�  c stop in the 500 block of Sierra Drive resulted in the arrest of Albert Avalos (37) of Vacaville for 
possession of drug paraphernalia and resisting arrest. He was taken to county jail.
1158 - Injury accident reported in the area of Pitt School Road and Sun� ower Way.
Sunday, January 22
1930 Hours - Theft of two Bicycles in the 200 Block of West D Street. The bicycles were later recovered. 2000 
Hours- Threats report in the 200 Block of West D Street between juveniles.
2110 Hours - Hit and Run Investigation in the area of Newgate and West H Street involving four vehicles.
1525 - Stolen vehicle hit in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive resulted in the arrest of Jorge Barrera (36) of 
Arbuckle for possession of a stolen truck. He went to county jail.
Saturday, January 21
1842 - Coroners report was taken in the 600 block of West C St.
2238 - An abandoned 6’ foot trailer with no tires was towed the 600 block of South 1st St.
1316 - A previously reported missing person responded to the DPD Lobby to state she was not in fact 
missing. She was removed from MUPS.
1332 - A tra�  c collision with minor injuries was reported in the intersection of Stratford Avenue and North 
1st Street.
1343 - O�  cers responded to the Dixon Corp Yard located in the 200 block of East Chestnut Street for a report 
of a subject who jumped the fence and was trespassing on city property. O�  cers arrived and cleared the 
yard. While doing so, they contacted Tyler Wanderstadt (21) of Dixon, whom they knew from prior contacts. 
Wanderstadt was known to be on both felony and misdemeanor probation for 14 separate counts of theft 
in di� erent cases. He was arrested for Prowling, and for violating the terms of his felony and misdemeanor 
probation. He was transported and booked into the Solano County Jail without incident.
Friday, January 20
1806 - Tra�  c collision report was taken at West Chestnut St. at South Adams St.
1819 - Possession of a stolen vehicle and burglary tools arrest was taken in the 200 block of East Dorset Dr. 
O�  cers arrested a person whose name will not be released due to being a juvenile.
0656 - Report of vehicle theft in the 1300 block of Bello Drive.
0753 - Report of theft from a locked vehicle in the 1100 block of Arizona Court.
0828 - Report of vehicle theft in the 600 block of West Cherry Street.
1519 - Report of a catalytic converter theft in the 2100block of Mariposa Drive.
Thursday, January 19
No reports were taken
Wednesday, January 18
2241 - Stolen vehicle recovery report was taken at the intersection of Pitt School Rd. at Stratford Av.
0018 - Warrant and providing a false name to police arrest report was taken in the 1800 block of North 1st 
St o�  cers contacted (S) Joseph Ortega (38) out of Vacaville or Woodland. A records check revealed Ortega 
had an outstanding felony warrant out of Solano County. Ortega was arrested and transported to the Solano 
County Jail.
Tuesday, January 17
1940 Hours - Attempted Burglary to a residence in the 500 Block of North Washington.
2000 Hours - Found Property at City Hall.
2030 Hours - Death Investigation in the 700 Block of Wiegand Way.
0821 - Report of a catalytic convertor theft in the 900 block of Justin Way.
1116 - Tra�  c stop in the 500 block of West A Street resulted in the arrest of Johnathan Lamont (47) of 
Dixon for keeping false registration on his truck. He was arrested and released from the PD with a promise 
to appear citation.

Indoor Pickleball is played on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon until March 4 at John Knight 
Middle School, 455 East A Street – so there is no excuse, despite the cold, to not get your 
exercise in. See Dixon Pickleball on Facebook for more information or call Dixon Recreation 
Manager at (707) 678-7441. Photo courtesy of Valerie Miner
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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) -Thumbing 
through the California Magazine 
that I picked up in the Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce, I noticed 
a small advertisement in the back 
with the word, ‘Dunsmuir’ in red 
letters. I would not even know 
where Dunsmuir is except that it 
is where our City Manager was 
prior to being hired in Dixon. If I 
had not researched his history for 
my article, I would have proba-
bly flipped to the next page; So, 
thank you, Mr. Lindley!

Then I see the subhead of 
‘Spend the Night in a Caboose.’ 
Now, it really had my attention. 
I’ve always been a fan of trains 
since my mom and young son 
took a trip to Colorado on one. 
Since, I’ve purchased a member-
ship to the Sacramento Railroad 
Museum and enjoy trips with the 
grandchildren there. Recently, 
I had been looking for a site for 
a small family reunion and the 
more I read about this place, 
the more I was intrigued. To 
make sure this would work for 
the families and young children 
involved, hubby and I made a 
reservation and hit the road.

Less than three hours on 
straight I-5 freeway and driv-
ing through peaceful wheatfields 
and eventually through tall trees 
and snow-capped mountains, 
we arrived at the small town of 
Dunsmuir, California and home 
of the Railroad Park Resor 
since 1968.

It was then that Bill and 
Delberta Murphy, local descen-
dants of pioneering railroaders, 
decided to collect and preserve 
the old rail era and began col-
lecting cabooses, flat cars, and 
boxcars, transforming them into 
beautifully renovated units. Now, 
this resort offers 12 cupola-topped 
cabooses big enough for families, 
sleeping up to five and a separate 
area of cabooses and converted 
boxcars for adults only.

I knew it would be cold, but 
I was pleasantly surprised at 
the beautiful snow-white drifts 
everywhere and the numerous 
brightly colored red, yellow, and 
blue train cars awaiting guests.

Inside our red Southern Pacific 
Caboose #2 was a knotty pine 
interior decorated with antique 
train pictures and railroad para-
phernalia; even the nightstands 
were old train lanterns with small 

flickering lights in the center. It 
had a super comfortable queen 
bed, small table with two chairs 
in the seating area across from 
a refrigerator, microwave, and 
coffee bar. There were windows 
with blinds everywhere and a 
large television screen across 
from a coat hanging and suit-
case storage area. At the end of 
the room was a private bathroom 
complete with a full-size shower 
and bath combination, and a 
huge train engine pictured on the 
shower curtain.

We explored the children’s 
playground area, checked out the 
snow-covered swimming pool, 
the barbecue pits for roasting 
marshmallows, and checked out 
the trail leading to tent and RV 
camping sites. We snapped pic-
tures of the huge black engine 
called the Willamette Steam 
Driven Locomotive and the rus-
tic water tower but really enjoyed 
the center attraction waterfall 
that had a small moving locomo-
tive winding through its tunnels.

I went shopping in the lit-
tle store that had all kinds of 
puzzles, metal trains, train whis-
tles, sweatshirts, jewelry, and 
all things trains. Besides this 
place being basically all-inclu-
sive – meaning you can hike, 
play, swim or hot tub, there is a 
complete restaurant on site that 
offers breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner. There is a full bar and even a 
place for special gatherings in the 
old but refurbished railcar. We 
did enjoy a delicious breakfast 
while we watched birds tango 
over berries through the many 
large viewing windows.

We took a day trip into town 
where there are a few small 
shops and restaurants to browse 
but catching the beauty of the 
Castle Crags (mountains) and 
the rambling river through town 
was refreshing.

The trip was very much worth 
the affordable price, and we 
found staff friendly and help-
ful. It is located at 100 Railroad 
Park Road in Dunsmuir and 
there are two contact num-
bers: For Lodging/Reservations, 
call (530) 235-4440 or for 
the RV/Campground,  cal l 
(530) 235-0420. Their web-
site is rrpark.com. If it was that 
pleasant during the freezing 
weather, I happily anticipate our 
family reunion there in the 
warmer month. � H

Downtown Dixon • 120 No. 1st Street  
instagram@uptowncollectivedixon

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

Certification must be received by March 
10 for market animals and April 14 for 
breeding to be eligible for the 2023 Fair.

Cars - Pre-registration is required for 
the 9th annual Classic Car Show at this 
year’s Dixon May Fair May 11-14. All 
entries and entry fees must be received by 
no later than Friday, April 28. Entries may 
close prior to closing date if space fills 
so act quick if you’re planning to partic-
ipate. There will be music by ‘Hey Jude’. 
Set up is from 6 to 9:30 a.m. Show is open 
to cars 1972 and older and there is a limit 
of only 60 vehicles. Entry fee is $25 and 
that includes fair admission for two people 

(driver and passenger) arriving in the car 
and a commemorative Dash Plaque.

May Fair Board Members are Lloyd 
McCabe, President, Richard Hamilton, 
Tom Raycraft, Dana Martin, Roy Gill, 
Jill Bors-Turner, Fermin Rubio, and Greg 
Pryor. At their last meeting, they approved 
the West Coast Rodeo for a Bronc and 
Bull Riding Show on Friday, May 12, and 
a contract with an entertainment company 
for a Latin music festival on Sunday, May 
14. It’s going to be a great year.

May Fair sponsors are the Bank of 
Stockton, 95.3 KUIC, KUIU Ultralight 
Hunting, the Reporter, Archer & Ficklin, 
and AG Farmers Best Feed. � H

Continued from page 1

May Fair Exhibit Book Released
We send six youth to Camp Royal at about 
$1,000 each. Also, Bids for Kids, the Teen 
Center, and Dixon Family Services. Those 
are the core ones,” she said before listing off 
teachers, veterans, and more. Their members 
are more than supportive.

“It’s an all-member event so we’re 
expected to participate, and we love to have 
members’ spouses and often times, their 
older adult children,” she added. They also 
have the support of Ramtown parents who 
bring their children to help serve.

“They really enjoy [serving] and they 
make quite a bit in tips,” Beaman said. “We 
pay them, but they also get to keep their 

tips.” On that note, reliable sources report 
you should always bring change (and hang 
onto it) because you’ll want to tip those 
youth who are fundraising for out of the area 
competitions.

The evening is filled with opportunities to 
bid on silent auction prizes, win raffle bas-
kets, and more.

Since the public is invited, the tickets usu-
ally sell out. They are $70 and are sold online 
only. The Time Bandits are performing from 
8:30 till 11:30 p.m. If you just want to dance, 
there is an admission price of $20. For more 
information, call Beaman at (916) 240-0147 
or for tickets, go to https://2023-dixoin-rota-
ry-crabfeed.eventbrit.com. � H

Rotary Getting Crabby
Continued from page 1

Railroad Resort Worth the Drive

The Railroad Park Resort holds numerous cabooses and railroad cars awaiting guests staying in Dunsmuir, 
California. Photo by Debra Dingman

Dunsmuir, California is located just south of Mount Shasta on Interstate 5. Photo by Debra Dingman

Dunsmuir is loaded with wonderful sites and restaurants and only a 3-hour drive north on Interstate 5 from the 
greater Sacramento region. Photo by Debra Dingman
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CLG NEWS UPDATES
Provided by Citizens for Legitimate Government (CLG) See legitgov.org

DOJ seizes more classified docs from Biden’s 
Wilmington home after 12-hour FBI search

21 Jan 2023 | The Justice Department seized additional classified records from 
Joe Biden’s Wilmington, Delaware, home after an FBI search on Friday, Fox News 
has learned. “On Jan. 20, 2023, the FBI executed a planned, consensual search of 
the President’s residence in Wilmington, Delaware,” Joseph D. Fitzpatrick, an assis-
tant U.S. attorney to U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Illinois John Lausch, 
told Fox News Saturday. Lausch was the DOJ official running the investigation into 
Biden’s improper retention of classified records ahead of the appointment of Special 
Counsel Robert Hur... The FBI search began Friday morning at 9:45 a.m. and con-
cluded Friday night around 10:30 p.m.

Customs officials are seizing eggs [instead of fentanyl]
at the U.S.-Mexico border

20 Jan 2023 | U.S. customs officials are cracking down on egg smugglers. With 
egg prices soaring in the U.S. over the last year, more Americans are crossing into 
Mexico to buy the food item and trying to sneak cartons of raw eggs along some 
areas of the southern border, including California and Texas. “We are seeing an 
increase in people attempting to cross eggs from Juarez to El Paso because they 
are significantly less expensive in Mexico than the U.S.,” U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection spokesman Roger Maier told CBS MoneyWatch. “This is also occurring 
with added frequency at other Southwest border locations.”

Border agents confirm 1.2 million ‘gotaway’ migrants 
under Biden administration  ̶  Illegal immigration 

continues to skyrocket under Biden
22 Jan 2023 | U.S. border agents have confirmed that 1.2 million illegal migrants 

“got away” from authorities while crossing the border under Joe Biden’s administra-
tion, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) sources told Fox News on Sunday. 
CBP tracks hundreds of thousands of migrant encounters at the U.S.-Mexico Border 
every month, but that stat does not include the number of known “gotaways,” or 
migrants who were detected by authorities but not apprehended. Since Biden entered 
office in January 2021, border crossings have exploded, and at least 1.2 million 
migrants successfully evaded authorities. The first half of Biden’s four-year term 
saw monthly border encounters rise from 101,000 in February 2021 to 251,000 in 
December 2022, according to CBP stats.

Border Patrol nabbed 17 people on FBI terror 
watch list at southern border in December

21 Jan 2023 | Border Patrol agents stopped 17 people on the FBI’s terror watch 
list at the southern border in December, bringing the total of individuals arrested 
at the southern border to 38 already for the current fiscal year. Customs and Border 
Protection’s (CBP) latest numbers for December, released on Friday, revealed Border 
Patrol has arrested 17 people at the southern border whose names match on the FBI’s 
Terrorist Screening Database (TSDB)  ̶  which contains information about the identi-
ties of those who are known or “reasonably suspected” of being involved in terrorist 
activities. December’s numbers bring the total number of terror watch list arrests 
between the ports of entry to 38 since FY 2023 began on Oct 1. There were 98 terror 
watch list arrests in FY22, 15 in FY21 and just three in FY 20 at the southern border 
caught between ports of entry.

Where Did All the Workers Go?
20 Jan 2023 | In a November 30, 2022, speech on “Inflation and the Labor Market,” 

Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell blamed most of the 3.5 million estimated 
shortfall in the U.S. labor force on premature retirements. He also blamed a large 
portion  ̶  between 280,000 and 680,000 – on “long Covid.” In a footnote, however, 
Powell acknowledged a far more somber factor: an estimated 400,000 unex-
pected deaths among working age people... In 2020, Covid did not take very many 
lives of healthy young and middle-age people  ̶  for example, the types of people who 
are employed at large and mid-size companies and who have group life insurance. 
...[G]roup life insurance benefit payments in 2020 were barely higher than in 2018... 
In 2021, however, group life payments exploded by 20.7 percent over the five year 
average and by 15 percent over the acute pandemic year of 2020. Why would healthy 
young and middle-age people suddenly begin dying in large numbers in 2021 when 
they’d navigated 2020 with relative success? Especially when we consider that in 
2021, the US administered 520 million Covid-19 vaccine doses. Shouldn’t healthy 
people employed in good jobs with good benefits, now protected with vaccines, have 
fared better in 2021 than in 2020?

Federal agencies withholding data behind pilot 
heart condition change, COVID vax stroke reversal

20 Jan 2023 | Federal agencies are withholding the data behind recent decisions 
that relate or may relate to COVID-19 vaccines and severe adverse events, fuel-
ing speculation that they are putting both vaccinated and unvaccinated lives at risk. 
The Federal Aviation Administration told Just the News it widened the acceptable 
range of heart rhythms for commercial pilots, who were initially subject to indus-
try-wide vaccine mandates, in light of “[n]ew scientific evidence” that it has yet to 
specify. The Oct. 26 update to the heart arrhythmias section of the FAA Guide for 
Aviation Medical Examiners made two key changes. The agency raised the maxi-
mum so-called PR interval for first-degree atrioventricular block to 300 milliseconds, 
with no regard to age, on the list of “normal variants” that don’t require deferment 
in the absence of “symptoms or AME concerns.” FAA spokesperson Ian Gregor 
provided a modified version of the statement the agency released last spring after 
American Airlines pilot Robert Snow blamed his in-flight cardiac arrest on coerced 
vaccination.

‘Bombshell’ Emails Reveal Fauci Was Part of NIH 
and Who Conspiracy to Silence Wuhan Lab Leak Theory

21 Jan 2023 | Dr. Anthony Fauci, once considered America’s top Covid doctor, 
conspired with influential scientists around the world, including at the World Health 
Organization, to quell concerns that SARS-CoV-2 may have leaked from the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, newly un-redacted emails show. The newly released emails 
raise questions about Dr. Fauci’s motives in dispelling public scrutiny over the poten-
tial the novel coronavirus had escaped from the Wuhan laboratory. Fauci had misled 
Congress over the extent that the National Institutes of Health had funded the Wuhan 
lab as a subcontractor of EcoHealth Alliance. The Wuhan laboratory was also funded 
by the Pentagon, contract awards show. The un-redacted NIH emails show how pub-
lic questioning that SARS-CoV-2 may have escaped from a laboratory was a concern 
for the group’s scientists lest it become a “conspiracy theory.”

FDA assigned Pfizer’s COVID vaccine a license number 
months prior to actually licensing it

6 Jan 2023 | Back in July 2020, when the U.S. Government committed to pur-
chasing millions of doses of Pfizer’s Covid vaccines prior to the vaccines actually 
being authorized for use in the American public, some wondered whether the FDA’s 
“review” process for granting Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) was just a mere 
formality... Based on an FDA document that ICAN’s (Informed Consent Action 
Network) attorneys recently obtained, it appears we can now say that the FDA’s 
post-EUA procedure for determining whether to formally license Pfizer’s Covid vac-
cine was indeed just that - a mere formality. On June 17, 2021, the FDA drafted a 
memo announcing that it was issuing a license number for Pfizer’s Covid vaccine. 
But the FDA didn’t actually license the Pfizer’s Covid vaccine until several months 
later on August 23, 2021. In the document, the FDA makes the stunning admission 
that, while granting a BLA license number prior to actual licensing was a “deviation 
from [the FDA’s] normal practice,” it was doing so to “facilitate product labeling 
and distribution” because it had reviewed “much” of the information in Pfizer’s  
licensing application.� H

Sacramento River Cats 
News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 
(MPG) - The national 
anthem is open to all 
soloists,  groups,  and 
instrumentalists. Those 
interested in perform-
ing the national anthem at 
a 2023 River Cats game 
must submit an audition 
demo by Friday, Feb. 10.

A u d i t i o n  D e m o 
Guidelines: A cappella ver-
sion; The Star-Spangled 
Banner in full; Clear, con-
sistent, and correct lyrical 
performance; And, full per-
formance must be under 
90 seconds.

Audition demos must be 
emailed as an mp3 file or 
YouTube link to marketing@ 
rivercats.com with the fol-
lowing information: Subject: 
2023 National Anthem 
Demo; Include: Name, 
Phone Number, and Email.

Submis s ions  t ha t 
do not meet the above 

guidelines will not be 
considered for a call 
back. Demos received 
past the due date will not 
be considered.

The River Cats will 
invite the top-50 submis-
sions to a live audition at 

Sutter Health Park. Due 
to the number of demos 
rece ived ,  per formers 
will only be contacted if 
selected. Selected parties 
will be contacted with fur-
ther instructions the week 
of February 13.� H

National Anthem Auditions 
to be held at Sutter Health Park 

To perform the national anthem at a 2023 River Cats game, 
you must submit an audition demo. Photos courtesy of Sacramento 
River Cats

Solano County 
Genealogical Society

Solano County Press Release

VACAVILLE, CA (MPG) - Popular genealog-
ical speaker Lisa Gorrell will present 
“Researching Religious and Church 
Records” at the next meeting of the Solano 
County Genealogical Society. The virtual 
presentation begins 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 4.

Census and court records are great 
places to look when researching your 
family, but don’t forget to check church 
records, too, even if you think your ances-
tor did not attend church. Church records 
can be a rich source of information about 
family members, providing names, dates, 
and relationships, and many records from 
churches and religious organizations pre-
date civil records.

Lisa Gorrell has been researching fam-
ily histories for over 30 years. She is a 
Certified Genealogist ®, a graduate of the 
ProGen program, and an alumna of many 
genealogical institutes. Her areas of exper-
tise include southern states and Texas, 

California, Montana, and Oregon; 18th & 
19th-century German research; and 18th 
& 19th-century.

Swedish research. Lisa has served 
on boards of several genealogical soci-
eties and is currently the recording 
secretary with the Contra Costa County 
Historical Society, where she volun-
teers at their archives in Martinez. She 
is also a founding member and instruc-
tor of the new online Applied Genealogy 
Institute (https://appliedgen.institute). 
She writes about her family on two blogs: 
“Mam-ma’s Southern Family” http://mam- 
massouthernfamily.blogspot.com/ and 
“My Trails into the Past” http://mytrailsin-
tothepast.blogspot.com/.

Guests are welcome to attend this free 
event. If interested, email the society at 
scgs@scgsca.org no later than 4 p.m. 
on Friday, February 3, and request an 
invitation. More information on soci-
ety activities can be found on the 
society’s webpage at scgsca.org and on its 
Facebook page. � H

Message from Dixon High School
By Principal Stephanie Marquez

Winter Ball is coming up! The 2023 
Winter Ball is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 4, from 8:00-11:00 pm at the 
Woodland Hotel.  Our senior class and 
their advisors have been working very 
hard to plan a fun event! Student ticket 
sales will begin the week of January 
23 and seniors will have the first sale 
day, followed by open sales. Tickets 
are still selling and will be available 
until we reach the venue’s capacity (300 
beautiful people).

It is Time to Start Celebrating 
the Graduating Class of 2023!

One of the bittersweet things about high 
school is celebrating our seniors. We simul-
taneously celebrate and say goodbye to this 
awesome class of young people. If you’re 
a parent of a senior, prepare to bounce 
between these extremes over the next 
months. It is a wonderful, bumpy ride!

Here are some traditional senior cel-
ebrations and activities to be aware of. 
Remember, we look forward to this every 
year and can’t wait to honor your students!

In accordance with California 
Legislative Policy, all seniors must com-
plete a FAFSA to earn a diploma this year. 
You can start this at home, but we will 
have more opportunities for support soon; 
In late February/Early March, students 
will have the opportunity to apply for 
Community Scholarships; Our staff will 
be delivering a special surprise for your 
graduate’s home… as soon as it stops rain-
ing; Our athletic teams will continue to 
celebrate senior athletes at home contests; 
Award Ceremonies and Senior Nights 
(beyond athletics) begin in May; Paint the 
Town Green and other events will take 
place in May as well; Graduation for the 
Class of 2023 is on Saturday, June 3, at 9 
a.m. in the stadium.

Purchase the 2023 
Dixon High Yearbook

Yearbooks can be purchased online 
throughout the school year. Purchase 
the 2023 Dixon High Yearbook online 
throughout the school year!  Order 
one by credit card or eCheck at www.
yearbookordercenter.com  (Order# 
7317) or by mail-in-check by calling 
1-866-287-3096. 

College Advising on Wednesdays 
for All Students

Our counseling office is hosting 
College Wednesdays at lunch in the 
College and Career Center.  All students 
are welcome to stop in and get their col-
lege and career questions answered. This 
is a great opportunity for our seniors 
to get help with finalizing applica-
tions, completing the FAFSA, making 
career decisions, etc.  It is also a fantas-
tic opportunity for our younger students 
who are exploring post-secondary 
opportunities. For more information, call 
Dixon High School at (707) 693-6330 or 
go to dixonusd.org and click on Dixon 
High School.�  H

DHS Principal Stephanie Marquez
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Thank A Veteran Today

No One Knows Us Here
by Rebecca Kelley

When Rosemary Rabourne’s half-sis-
ter arrives unexpectedly, her life becomes 
completely unhinged. Rosemary was 
already having a problem making ends 
meet, but now having to provide for a 
teenager adds an insufferable amount 
of pressure. The only solution seems to 
become a high-end escort. 

A billionaire searching for the perfect 
girlfriend, Leo Glass is willing to pay for 
precisely what he wants, and Rosemary is 
his answer. Luckily for Rosemary, Leo’s 
proposition comes with financial security 
and a place for her and her sister to live. 
Then, Rosemary meets Sam, who opens 
the door to the possibility of love. But once 
Leo puts his mind to something, he won’t 
let anything get in his way. Now, bound by 
control, Rosemary is desperate to free her-
self at any cost. 

What happens when the life you created 
is not what you expected it to be? No One 
Knows Us Here takes readers on a shocking 
exploration of the lengths one man will go 
for obsessive control and what one woman 
will do to break free. 

All Hallows
by Christopher Golden; St Martins Press 
Halloween, 1984 a time when neigh-

borhoods were seemly safe and 
trick-or-treaters were seen in homemade 
costumes carrying plastic pumpkins. But 
this year, the quiet little neighborhood 
of Parmenter Road is about to be visited 
by four odd little children terrified of the 
Cunning Man asking to be hidden away. 

But something is off about these children, 
and the residents of Parmenter Road are 
about to have their secrets exposed and 
their lives shaken to the very core. 

Known for his ability to throw terror at 
every turn, Christopher Golden unmasks a 
new reason to fear Halloween. Told from 
numerous perspectives, All Hallows will 
whisk readers back into the 1980s, where 
everything is just a little scarier when the 
lights go out. With the premise of haunted 
woods and children donned in vintage 
masks, readers will be captivated by the 
drama and too scared to turn out the lights. 

What Lies in the Woods
by Kate Alice Marshall; Flatiron Books 
Naomi Shaw and her friends used to 

believe in magic until the night Naomi was 
brutally attacked, as her two friends fled for 
their lives. After miraculously surviving sev-
enteen stab wounds Naomi and her friends 
became town heroes, as a serial killer finally 
went to prison. But the scars left behind are 
something that couldn’t be healed. 

Twenty-two years later, Naomi still 
struggles with the trauma and the weight 
of carrying a horrible secret. Riddled with 
guilt, the girls believe it’s time to finally tell 
the truth, even if it means unearthing memo-
ries that want to remain buried.  

Kate Alice Marshall knows how to 
deliver fast-paced twists and turns as she 
takes readers into the dark recesses of 
the imagination. What Lies In The Woods 
takes readers on a psychologically thrill-
ing ride where nothing is black and white, 
and some secrets might be worth killing to 
keep hidden. H

FOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbooks

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

January’s Thrills and Chills

Communicating effec-
tively is essential for getting 
your ideas across, being 
understood, and being able 
to convey what you need or 
want.  Effective communi-
cators enjoy many benefits.  
They build trust, prevent 
or resolve problems, are 
clearly understood, have 
better interpersonal rela-
tionships, and have less 
frustration and stress.  Poor 
communications result in 
distrust, misunderstand-
ings, stress, people doing 
the wrong thing, anger, 
and bitterness.

Communication can take 
place in-person, over the 
phone, in a memo or let-
ter, or via email or text.  
Communication is most 
effective in-person because 
both verbal and non-verbal 
cues are at work.  When you 
are communicating face to 
face the other person hears 
what is being said, how 
it’s being said, and can see 
the body language which 
accompanies the message.

For your message to be 
best understood, what you 
say should match how you 
say it.  Your words, tone, 
attitude, and body language 
should all be consistent and 
reinforce each other. When 
your verbal and non-verbal 
messages conflict, people 
tend to believe the non-ver-
bal over the verbal.

Effective in-person com-
munication requires you to 
be a good listener as well 
as being perceptive.  Watch 
and listen to verify whether 
or not your message is being 
accurately received.  Ask 
questions to make sure you 
are understood.

The next most effective 
form of communication is 
verbal only, such as a phone 
call.  Although you don’t 

have the visual component, 
you do have verbal cues 
such as tone of voice and 
intonation.  When on the 
phone, listen carefully with-
out being distracted.  Ask 
questions to verify that you 
have been understood.

The least effective form 
of communications is writ-
ten.  There is no immediate 
feedback as to how your 
message was received, if 
it was read in its entirety, 
or if it was accurately 
understood.  Written com-
munication should be your 
last choice, used only if 
in-person, or verbal commu-
nication is not an option.

Never communicate, in 
any form, when angry or 
upset.  Your thinking is not 
clear or rational.  You will 
say things you’ll later regret.  
When you are upset, always 
allow time to calm down 
before communicating

Regardless of the com-
munication form there are 
several tenets you should 
follow to maximize the 
effectiveness of your mes-
sage.  First and foremost 
is think before you speak 
or write.  Have a specific 
objective in mind.  Avoid 
saying or writing anything 
which does not work toward 
your objective.  Being 
polite, kind, and courte-
ous typically gets the best 
results.  

Choose  you  words 
wisely.  Never be flippant.  
Your message once deliv-
ered, especially in writing, 
cannot be retracted.  Any 
type of electronic com-
munication should be 
considered permanent, 
and public.

Before speaking in-person 
or over the phone, make an 
outline of what you want to 
say.  Go over it several times 

before communicating.  
Read, and reread, all writ-
ten communication before 
sending.  Whenever pos-
sible, allow time between 
your first and final drafts.

Clari ty  and brevi ty 
enhance effective communi-
cation.  Be direct and to the 
point.  Make your message 
as short as possible.  Less 
is more when communicat-
ing.  Long messages tend to 
be rambling and don’t keep 
the recipient’s attention.  If 
you have a lot to communi-
cate, consider using several, 
shorter communications.  
When writing, use short 
paragraphs or bullet points 
to convey your message.

Before responding to 
what someone has said or 
written make sure your 
understanding is accurate.  
If you are not sure about 
what’s being conveyed, ask 
questions for clarification.  
Problems are created or 
worsened when each person 
has a different understand-
ing about what is being said 
or written.

Effective communica-
tion is always an ongoing 
pursuit.  Following the 
guidelines mentioned above 
will help ensure your com-
municat ion goals  are 
achieved.  Try for in-person 
communication whenever 
possible and use written 
communication only when 
there are no other options.

NOW AVAILABLE:  
“Dare to Live Without 
Limits,” the book.  Visit 
www.BryanGolden.com 
or your bookstore. Bryan 
is a management consul-
tant, motivational speaker, 
author, and adjunct pro-
fessor. E-mail Bryan at 
bryan@columnist.com or 
write him c/o this paper. © 
2023 Bryan Golden�  H

Dare to Live Without Limits
by Bryan Golden

Effective Communications

No, You Can’t Believe
‘The Science’

Copernicus surely had no 
idea when he got the Scien-
tifi c Revolution underway 
in the 16th century that an 
unintended eff ect would be 
empowering agenda-driven 
bullies and fanatics.

Of course, science is a pil-
lar of modern life for which 
we should be deeply grate-
ful. It has given us longer 
and healthier lives, incredi-
ble material abundance, and 
abilities that were unfathom-
able a few generations ago.

It is “science” -- science 
used as a rhetorical tactic and 
ideological weapon -- that 
is a blight on 21st-century 
American life. 

This faux science is not 
dispassionate but fi red by a 
great moral certainty. It is not 
open to counter arguments 
and diff erent interpretations 
but insists on only one an-
swer to complicated or am-
biguous questions. It is not 
rigorously neutral but aims 
to achieve cherished political 
goals.

The debate over gas stoves 
illustrates perfectly the faux 
scientifi c method.

First, researchers con-
duct fl awed studies reach-
ing alarming conclusions. 
Second, the media generates 
headlines about the fi ndings 
that don’t note the method-
ological inadequacies. Third, 
advocates agitate for chang-
es to public policy based on 
what has magically become 
“the science.”

A new study, for instance, 
concluded that a suspiciously 

precise 12.7% of childhood 
asthma cases are attributable 
to gas stoves. 

The study relied on fi nd-
ings from other papers that, 
as economist Emily Oster 
points out, arrived at widely 
divergent outcomes, didn’t 
account for other factors in 
households using gas stoves 
that might contribute to re-
spiratory problems, and 
sometimes produced results 
that weren’t even internally 
consistent.

All of this would have 
counseled caution that was 
notably missing in the media 
coverage. A headline in The 
Washington Post read, “Gas 
stove pollution causes 12.7% 
of childhood asthma, study 
fi nds.” Yahoo News: “Gas 
stoves have given 650,000 
U.S. children asthma, study 
fi nds.” And so on.

Yes, the headlines in-
clude the caveat of “study 
fi nds,” but the phrase 
brings with it the presumed 
authority of scientifi c rigor 
and detachment.

It is similar to the phrase 
“scientists say” so often used 
in stories about climate change 
and its potential harms. 

A report in The Washing-
ton Post on the gas stove 
controversy was a classic in 
this genre. It related, “Scien-
tists say the world needs to 
rapidly transition away from 
fossil fuels, including re-
placing gas appliances with 
cleaner versions that emit 
no pollution, such as elec-
tric and induction cooktops.” 
And then added, “Scientists 
say a growing body of re-
search shows that gas stoves 
pose a threat to the planet 
and public health.”

That’s a lot of sayin’ by a 
mass of mostly unidentifi ed 
scientists.

A more strictly accurate 
phrase in stories like this 
would be “some scientists 
contend,” and a less ten-

dentious formulation would 
be “some scientists say, 
but others aren’t so sure.” 
This would ruin the point, 
though, which is to imply 
that research -- and facts 
and rationality -- all point
one way. 

If it can be asserted that 
“science” has arrived at 
a conclusion -- that gas 
stoves are a major health 
hazard, that climate change 
is responsible for extreme 
weather, that young kids 
must wear masks during the 
pandemic -- then any dis-
senters or doubters can be 
marginalized for not “be-
lieving the science.” 

This means that they ar-
en’t just wrong or misguid-
ed, but dangerous and con-
temptible. As such, they can 
be belittled, intimidated, or 
even -- as we’ve seen in the 
debate over COVID-19 poli-
cy -- actively suppressed. 

It’s hard to imagine an en-
terprise less in keeping with 
the scientifi c spirit. The mot-
to of the Royal Society, the 
storied British academy of 
sciences, is nullius in verba, 
or “Take nobody’s word for 
it.” As the Society’s website 
explains, “It is an expression 
of the determination of Fel-
lows to withstand the dom-
ination of authority and to 
verify all statements by an 
appeal to facts determined 
by experiment.”

For today’s self-styled 
champions of so-called sci-
ence, that sentiment badly 
misses the mark. Why bother 
with the facts as carefully and 
rigorously established over 
time, when you can misuse 
the authority of science to try 
to dominate instead?

Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.
Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

(c) 2023 by King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

California Loses Population Again
Commentary by Ted Gaines

California reigned for decades as 
the unmatched destination for people 
around the country. Now people can’t 
leave fast enough. Recently released 
numbers from the U.S. Census Bureau 
indicate that between July 2021 and 
July 2022, California lost roughly 
343,000 residents to other states. This 
number is a “domestic net migration” 
figure, meaning that 343,000 more 
Americans moved out of California 
over those 12 months than moved here 
from other states.

Where are they going? The num-
ber-one net migration winner over 
that period was Florida, which gained 
around 319,000 residents from 
other states.

It’s too easy to say exclusively that 
Newsom is driving people out of state 
and Florida Governor Ron DeSantis 
is attracting them, but to the extent 
the two governors symbolize different 
approaches to taxation, regulation, and 
liberty, it holds true. People are leav-
ing Newsom-like states and flocking 
to DeSantis-like states. If you want to 
handicap the 2024 presidential elec-
tion, this is a good place to start.

The states shedding domestic popu-
lation are progressive strongholds, with 
extensive regulatory regimens, strong 
public employee unions and other 
Democrat policy priorities. They are, 
simply, big government states. High 
tax, high cost of living states. Joining 
California in the top five net losers are 
New York, Illinois, New Jersey, and 
Massachusetts.

States attracting Americans are 
lower-cost, lower-tax, Republican 
strongholds. Trailing Florida in 
the top five net gainers are Texas, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee.

 And even if your individual tax bur-
den is not too bad in California, big 
government, supported by high taxes 
(regardless of who pays them) indi-
cates a mindset that the state should 
always be doing more and additional 
money for government is inherently 
good.

This bigger-is-better approach leads 
to government solutions in search 
of problems.

It’s why California government 
seeps into every crack of your life, 
blocking the exercise of what you can 
eat, what house you build, what car 
you drive, how much you keep of the 
money you earn, down to such triv-
ialities as what drinking straws you 
can get in a restaurant. Do you feel as 
though you personally need govern-
ment monitoring your straw usage, or 
is that a decision you are competent to 
make as an adult? Florida trusts you 
to choose your own straw, California 
does not.

 The California government mindset 
drives up costs in every area of liv-
ing. Looking at taxes alone doesn’t tell 
a complete story of government-im-
posed costs. How many taxes would 
have to move lower to make up for 
policy-driven expenses in California? 
Would a one-percent decrease make 
up for gas that’s two-dollars-a-gal-
lon higher than the national average? 
Would slightly lower sales taxes offset 
electricity costs 80-percent higher than 
the national average? Exactly what tax 
would offset the cost of an $800,000 
starter home, driven in part by extraor-
dinary regulatory costs in our state?

 California will always be desirable 
for the wealthy. I defy another state to 
produce a Yosemite, a Golden Gate, 
giant redwoods, Lake Tahoe, Big Sur, 
Santa Monica beach…the list of our 
wonders is long, if you can afford to 
enjoy them. But our unmatched beauty 
is apparently overwhelmed by policy 
failures of colossal dimension. People 
are voting with their feet and moving.

 It says so much about our govern-
ment’s misguided agenda that hundreds 
of thousands of people last year aban-
doned everything this state has to offer 
because of everything this state takes 
away. It’s time for an affordability rev-
olution in California to turn us once 
again into a destination state.

 Senator Ted Gaines (Ret.) was 
elected to represent the Board of 
Equalization’s First District. He is a 
leading taxpayer advocate, defender of 
Prop. 13, and is committed to providing 
trustworthy and transparent representa-
tion for nearly ten million constituents 
in 34 counties of northern, eastern, and 
southern California. For more informa-
tion, visit www.boe.ca.gov/Gaines. � H
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Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

Announcement
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing, 
Trusted by Authors since 
1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://dorrance 
info.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote -Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Fast Free Pickup – Running 
or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! Call 
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884  (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classified
Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! 
DirecTV is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & As-
soc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com TFN

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
480-0769  (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 mil-
lion of the state’s readers who 
are an engaged audience, 
makes our services an indis-
pensable marketing solution. 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

Schools/Training
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-877-806-0935 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required. (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted to Buy
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 
1-844-910-1960. (Cal-SCAN)

Wireless
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited time 
offer get $50 off on any new 
account. Use code GIFT50. 
For more information, call 
1-844-908-0605 (Cal-SCAN)

Work Wanted
Is it time to declutter and clean 
your garage and house? I can 
help! And I prune and weed 
and wash windows. Refer-
ences, College grad. Call Tim, 
916-370-0858.  1230

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Rental

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

GOT LOCAL NEWS?
Call 916-773-1111

NOTICE TO READERS California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by the Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertisements that they are not 
licensed by the Contractors State License Board.
DISCLAIMER Be wary of out of area companies. Check 
with the local Better Business Bureau before you send 
any money for fees or services. Read and understand any 
contracts before you sign. Shop around for rates.

IndependentVoice.com

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

Call to place your 
legal advertising legal advertising legal advertising legal advertising 

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

Classi� ed
Advertising

Sell Your Stu�!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

ACROSS
1. COVID tester
5. Pep rally syllable
8. To overlay with thin gold 
coating
12. Sky bear
13. Abundant
14. Worrier’s worry?
15. Fishing spot
16. Blackhearted
17. Full of coral
18. *2023 Super Bowl 
stadium sponsor
20. Research facil.
21. Egg cell
22. King Charles to Prince 
Harry
23. Thief’s target
26. *2023 Super Bowl 
Halftime Show star
30. Mozart’s “L’____ del 
Cairo”
31. Bob Marley’s music
34. Yarn spinner
35. “The Poky Little ____”
37. Skedaddle
38. 18-wheelers
39. “Guilty,” e.g.
40. Fabric inset
42. One of the sibs
43. *Super Bowl advertis-
er’s purchase
45. Anatolian language
47. Decay
48. “There it is,” à Paris
50. “Hold on!”
52. *Home of the Ravens, 
for both Super Bowl 
appearances
56. Cuckoo for these puffs!
57. Curved molding
58. Medicinal plant
59. Court orders, e.g.
60. Sonny & Cher and 
Abbott &Costello
61. Talk like a drunk
62. Actor Danson and 
character Lasso
63. “Owner of a Lonely 
Heart” band
64. *Star of the most-
watched Super Bowl 
Halftime Show

DOWN
1. Paddleboarding 
acronym
2. Court order
3. Between ports
4. Hungarian composer 
Bela ______
5. *Either one of the 
opposing Super Bowl 
teams
6. Flambé
7. Position of leadership
8. *2023 Super Bowl AZ 
location
9. Frosts, as a cake
10. Hit the road
11. Like certain humor
13. Disprove
14. Dickens’s Heep
19. Each and all
22. One of a set of dice
23. Father, colloquially
24. Round openings
25. Pickled garnish
26. *Last year’s Super 
Bowl winners
27. Nimbus, pl.
28. Nigerian money
29. Torcher’s crime
32. Elmer’s, e.g.
33. Found at the pump
36. *Team with most Super 
Bowl appearances

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • SUPER BOWL
CLUES

38. Signing tool at the 
cash register
40. Greenwich-related 
acronym
41. Superior ones
44. Itsy-bitsy bits
46. Patterned table linen
48. Lacking clarity
49. Bread spreads
50. Donned
51. As opposed to base in 
chemistry
52. Snatchers’ quest
53. Cantina pot
54. *Overwhelming Super 
Bowl defeat
55. Fear-inspiring
56. 100 lbs.
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Riley Reviews
PROCEDURAL “WILL TRENT” DEBUT, 

“ACCUSED” TV CRIME THRILLER

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“WILL TRENT” ON ABC
After a three-year hiatus, the bian-

nual press tour that brings members of 
the Television Critics Association as well 
as unaffiliated critics together for panel 
discussions has finally returned to an 
in-person affair.

The gathering of critics afforded 
ABC the opportunity to present its new-
est crime drama “Will Trent,” which is 
based on the New York Times best-sell-
ing book series by Karin Slaughter.

In the role of the titular character, 
Ramon Rodriguez shared his thoughts 
that his role as a special agent allowed 
him to be a “resilient human being that 
had a complicated past” who has figured 
how to navigate in a unique way that 
“actually helps him with cases.”

Indeed, Special Agent Will Trent of 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation has 
an intuitive approach to his police work 
that would remind some viewers of Tony 
Shaloub’s Adrian Monk solving crimes 
in the “Monk” series.

While Monk’s obsessive-compulsive 
disorder caused his departure from the 
police department to private sleuthing, 
Agent Trent has his own cross to bear for 
being a straight-arrow who made ene-
mies in the Atlanta Police Department 
for uncovering corruption in the ranks.

The first two episodes, which are now 
streaming on Hulu, involve Trent inves-
tigating two deaths and the kidnapping 
of a college girl at the home of wealthy 
car dealer Paul Campano (Mark-Paul 
Gosselaar).

What looks to be a rather settled crime 
scene turns out to be something quite 
different after Trent is summoned by 
his boss at the Bureau, Amanda Wagner 
(Sonja Sohn), to apply his set of skills to 
the investigation.

Trent’s background is important to the 
series.  He grew up in Atlanta’s foster 
care system.  He suffers from dyslexia 
and records his observation with a tape 
recorder.  An inability to read does not 
hinder his matchless ability to read a 
crime scene.

Though loathe to partner with any-
one, Trent finds himself reluctantly 
having to work with Atlanta PD detec-
tive Faith Mitchell (Iantha Richardson) 
who’s smart enough to appreciate his 
brilliance as well as to call him out when 
necessary.

In his private life, the fastidious Trent, 
who wears three-piece suits, has a curi-
ous cyclical romantic relationship with 
Atlanta PD detective Angie Polaski 
(Erika Christensen) as they share the 
common bond of growing up in the same 
foster home.     

One unlikely four-legged star is a 
chihuahua named Betty that Trent reluc-
tantly adopts after the animal shelter 
claims they don’t have a no-kill policy.

“Will Trent” presents itself as an inter-
esting drama with some compelling 

characters, who may be flawed but are 
agreeable and easy to root for as they 
deal with work-related and personal 
issues.

“ACCUSED” ON FOX
FOX television’s new crime thriller 

“Accused” is akin to an anthology rather 
than a traditional series in that it is a col-
lection of 15 intense and exquisitely 
human stories of crime and punishment.

Each episode is a fast-paced provoca-
tive thriller, exploring a different crime, 
in a different city, with an entirely orig-
inal cast.  

“Accused” is based on the British 
series of the same title that first aired 
a dozen years.  The BBC drama series 
followed a different character in each 
episode as they await their verdict in 
court, including well-known actors 
such as Olivia Colman, Sean Bean and 
Naomie Harris.

The American version opens in a 
courtroom with a defendant that the 
viewers know nothing about their crime 
or how they ended up on trial.

Told from the defendant’s point of 
view through flashbacks, the show holds 
up a mirror to current times with evoca-
tive and emotional stories.  

In the end, the idea is for audiences 
to discover how an ordinary person 
gets caught up in extraordinary circum-
stances, and how one impulsive decision 
can impact the course of that life and the 
lives of others forever.

Emmy Award winner  Margo 
Martindale (“The Americans”) and 
Emmy Award nominee Molly Parker 
(“House of Cards”) are slated for a 
gripping episode tackling conspiracy 
theories.

Rachel Bilson (“The O.C.”) and Jack 
Davenport (“The Morning Show’) star in 
a thrilling episode with a family caught 
in a troubling situation.

Acclaimed Broadway star J. Harrison 
Ghee (“Kinky Boots”) will appear in a 
Billy Porter-directed episode about a 
drag queen’s affair and its aftermath.

Ian Anthony Dale (“Hawaii Five-O”) 
has been caste in a episode about a 
brother striving to protect his sibling 
who was injured in a devastating car 
accident as a child.

The director and writer of FX’s 
“Reservation Dogs” has been set to 
write and direct an episode about Native 
American activists protesting a uranium 
mine that been polluting tribal lands for 
decades.

“Accused” will draw a wide range 
of actors to its ranks, including famil-
iar faces such as Michael Chiklis, Jill 
Hennessy, Abigail Breslin, Wendell 
Pierce, Mary Lynn Rajskub, Rhea 
Pearlman and Malcolm Jamal Warner.     

As an aside, “Fantasy Island” returns 
for its second season just in time as a 
way to forget the winter cold.  Wouldn’t 
it be swell to vacation at a luxury tropi-
cal island resort?  Unfortunately, there’s 
always a catch.� H
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I Know He’s 
Your Dad, But It’s 
His Responsibility 

– Not Yours
Dear Dave,

My husband and I just 
heard of your plan. We 
are excited to learn more 
about money, and we 
have already saved up 
$1,000 for our beginner 
emergency fund. Right 
now, we have a prob-
lem. My father has never 
taken his finances seri-
ously, and the other day 
he asked us for $400 to 
pay his cell phone bill 
and overdraft fees at his 
bank. Even as an adult, 
he would go to his parents 
regularly before they died 
asking for money when 
he always had a good job. 
Giving him the money 
right now would make 
things really tight for 
our family, and we don’t 
want to lose the ground 
we have gained where our 

finances are concerned. 
Do you have any advice?

–  Brooke
Dear Brooke,
Way to go! It makes 

me to happy to hear folks 
so charged up and on fire 
to get control of their 
finances. You won’t regret 
the decision.

I’m going to be straight-
forward with you, ok? You 
and you husband need do 
the right thing, no mat-
ter how dad reacts to this. 
And the right thing, right 
now, is taking care of your 
family first and not putting 
your finances in jeopardy. 
If I were in your situation, 
my answer to dad would 
be no.

I understand there’s a 
feeling of obligation to 
help your father. But it 
sounds like dad needs 
to learn a lesson or two 
about life and money. 
When you say your dad 
is irresponsible with 
money, handing him more 
of it won’t help. It would 
be like giving a drunk a 
drink. On top of that, it 
will reinforce the idea he 
can continue being dumb 
with money and there will 

be no consequences.
Trust me, I understand 

the emotions involved 
in helping out a parent. 
If you feel this is a sit-
uation where there is 
literally no alternative, 
I’d suggest making the 
$400 contingent on your 
dad beginning  ̶  and suc-
cessfully completing  ̶ a 
good financial counsel-
ing course. Whatever you 
do, be gentle and respect-
ful when you talk to him. 
And make sure he under-
stands it hurts when you 
see him struggling.

But let him know, too, 
it’s his responsibility to 
work through his bills and 
take care of his finances.

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of “The 
Ramsey Show,” heard by 
more than 18 million lis-
teners. He has appeared on 
“Good Morning America,” 
“CBS This Morning,” 
“Today,” Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business and many 
more. Since 1992, He also 
serves as CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions.� H

Dave Ramsey Says 

Storms Bring Hope for Agriculture, 
but Inflict Damage on Crops

Historic storms over the past two 
weeks piled deep snow in the Sierra 
Nevada, provided some relief for 
depleted reservoirs and brightened 
water-supply prospects for agriculture. 
But they also inflicted a harsh toll, 
with showers, mudslides and fierce 
winds combining to ruin thousands of 
acres of crops with filthy water while 
wreaking havoc on orchards. Crops 
from strawberries to broccoli suffered 
damage in the Salinas Valley. Wheat 
and alfalfa took a beating elsewhere. 
And farmers fretted as uncaptured 
stormwater poured into the ocean.

California Cage-free Rule Creates 
Financial Headaches for Egg Farmers

California egg farmers say they have 
been hard hit by costs of going cage-
free, as is now required under state 
law. Many say the demands are caus-
ing them to miss out on high current 
egg prices. John Lewis Jr., president of 
Farmer John Egg Farm in Bakersfield, 
said the operation will close at the end 
of this month because it can’t afford 
$4 million to $5 million in costs to ret-
rofit the farm to comply with the law. 
Frank Hilliker of San Diego said he 
is producing about half of his normal 
eggs because some barns aren’t yet 
compliant. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary: Prosperity 
Remains Elusive for too Many Farmers

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack says record U.S. agricultural 
production isn’t translating to increased 
earnings for the average family farm or 
ranch. In an address to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation convention in 
Puerto Rico, Vilsack noted that 50% or 
more of American farm families had 
negative income, even as U.S. agri-
culture recorded overall record profits 
over the past two years. “We need to 
create more opportunities, more reve-
nue streams, more markets, more help,” 
Vilsack told the AFBF gathering. 

Farmers  Share  Exper t i se  on 
Planting Cover Crops in New Database

California  orchard and vine-
yard growers have partnered with 
University of California agricultural 
researchers to create a searchable data-
base to share information on planting 
cover crops. The database includes a 
compilation of experiences of farm-
ers who planted cover crops in hopes 
of reaping benefits for soil health and 
water retention. The project is being 
undertaken by the UC Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Education 
Program, UC Cooperative Extension, 
the Napa Resource Conservation 
District and the Community Alliance 
with Family Farmers.� H

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000053
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Legal Docs4U, 
RW Doc Prep, RW Docs, All 
Doc Prep, All Legal Docs, 360 
Arlington Circle, Fairfield, CA 
94533. 
Regina Whitaker, 360 Arlington 
Circle, Fairfield, CA 94533. Date 
Filed in Solano County: January 
11, 2023. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
January 10, 2028. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Jan 20, 27, Feb 3, 10, 2023 
LEGAL 2-10-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000068
The following persons are doing 
business as: Parallax Dragonz, 
5079 Staghorn Drive, Vallejo, CA 
94591. 
Henry Boncato, 5079 Staghorn 
Drive, Vallejo, CA 94591. Date 
Filed in Solano County: January 
13, 2023. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
1/1/2023
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
January 12, 2028. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Jan 27, Feb 3, 10 & 17, 2023 
PARALLAX 2-17-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-000102
The following persons are doing 
business as: Pleasants Valley 
Fire Safe Council – Vacaville, 
3876 Putah Ridge Trail, Winters, 
CA 95694. 
Pleasants Valley Fire Safe 
Council – Vacaville, 3876 Putah 
Ridge Trail, Winters, CA 95694. 
Date Filed in Solano County: 
January 19, 2023. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A.
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
January 18, 2028. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Jan 27, Feb 3, 10 & 17, 2023 
PLEASANTS 2-17-23
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NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

This notice shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the City of Dixon and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about February 13, 2023, the City of Dixon (City) will submit a request to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of Project Based Section 8 Vouchers 
under Section 8(o)(13) of the Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. § 1437f(o)(13)), as amended, to 
undertake a project known as the Silvey Villas at Homestead Project (proposed project) in the 
City of Dixon.

The project site is located southeast of the intersection of West A Street and Gateway Drive, in the 
City of Dixon, California. The approximately 10.5-acre project site is located within the Southwest 
Dixon Specific Plan (SDSP) and the Homestead Master Development area. The project site is 
currently undeveloped. Surrounding existing land uses include vacant land planned for commercial 
uses immediately to the north, with single-family residences further north, across West A Street, 
vacant land planned for residential development to the east and south, and undeveloped grassland 
and small commercial shops to the west. The Dixon General Plan designates the project site as 
Medium Density Residential, and the site is zoned Multi Family Residential (RM-4).

The proposed project would include the development of the project site with a 180-unit affordable 
housing community. The project would include two components: one 5.3-acre parcel for 108 units 
set aside for families earning 60 percent or less of the area median income (AMI), hereafter referred 
to as the “family component”, and the other 5.2-acre parcel for 72 units set aside for seniors ages 
55 and older earning 60 percent AMI or less, hereafter referred to as the “senior component.” 

The family component would occupy the western portion of the project site, and would consist of 
54 two-bedroom and 54 three-bedroom units ranging from 892 to 1,087 square feet (sf) distributed 
through six buildings. One of the two-bedroom units would be reserved for the property manager. 
The ground floor units would be adaptable to allow for accessibility. The senior component 
would occupy the eastern portion of the project site, and would consist of 54 one-bedroom and 
18 two-bedroom units ranging from 644 to 855 sf distributed through nine buildings. One of the 
two-bedroom units would be reserved for the property manager. All ground floor units would be 
adaptable to allow for accessibility.  

The proposed project would be organized around a communal, landscaped amenity space, 
anchored by a one-story community clubhouse complex. Laundry facilities would be centrally 
located within the community building. The community clubhouse complex would be connected 
through the entire project with a network of interconnected paseos and courtyards formed within 
and between building groups. The courtyards would create an outdoor social gathering and activity 
space for each building cluster. The outdoor community area would include a shade structure, 
lounge seating, and outdoor barbecue. 

The proposed project would provide a total of approximately 117 parking spaces with six spaces 
dedicated to accessible parking and six spaces electric vehicle (EV) compatible. Parking stalls 
would be provided along the perimeter of the project site. Site grading is already underway as part 
of the larger Homestead Master Development project. Ground disturbance associated with the 
project would otherwise include trenching for utilities, paving, and building construction.

The total development cost is projected to be $61,278,341. The Solano County Housing Authority 
will administer assistance to the project in the form of 16 Project Based Vouchers, totaling a 
commitment of approximately $6,891,840 over the 20-year contract period. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
The City of Dixon has determined that, with the implementation of all mitigation measures 
included in Environmental Assessment, the project will have no significant impact on the human 
environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 is not required. The Environmental Assessment (EA) and additional 
project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR), available on the 
City’s website at: https://www.cityofdixon.us/EnvironmentalReviewDocuments

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the 
project may submit written comments to Raffi Boloyan, Certifying Officer, Community Development 
Director, at the City of Dixon. All comments received by February 10, 2023 will be considered by 
the City prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Commenters should 
specify which part of this Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION 
The City of Dixon certifies to HUD that Raffi Boloyan, Community Development Director at the City 
of Dixon, in his capacity as Certifying Officer, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review 
process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s approval of the certification 
satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and allows the City of 
Dixon to use program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will accept objections to the Responsible Entity’s (RE) Request of Release of Funds and 
Environment Certification for a period of 15 days following the submission date specified above 
or the actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on the following bases: 
(a) the certification was not executed by the certifying officer of the RE; (b) the RE has omitted a 
step or fail to make a determination or finding required by HUD regulation at 24 CFR Part 58 or 
by CEQ regulation 40 CFR 1500-1508, as applicable; (c) the RE has omitted one or more steps 
in the preparation, completion or publication of the Environmental Assessment or Environmental 
Impact Statement per 24 CFR subparts E,F or G of Part 58, as applicable; (d) the grant recipient 
or other participant in the development process has committed funds for undertaken activities 
not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before release of funds and approval of the environmental 
certification; (e) another Federal, State or local agency has submitted a written finding that 
the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be 
prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall 
be emailed to the HUD grant administration office at todd.r.greene@hud.gov. Potential objectors 
should contact the HUD via email at todd.r.greene@hud.gov to verify the last actual day of the 
objection period.

Raffi Boloyan
Community Development Director
City of Dixon
NEPA Certifying Officer Dixon Independent Voice 1-27-2023

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
TO PROVIDE PLANNING, ENGINEERING,

AND DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE WASTEWATER
TREATMENT FACILITY EXPANSION

January 27, 2023

The City of Dixon (City) is seeking planning, engineering, architectural, and design services 
to plan, develop, and assist in the delivery of the Wastewater Treatment Facility expansion 
(WWTF expansion).

The qualifications shall be submitted by firms that are capable and experienced in the type of work 
described in Section III, "SCOPE OF SERVICES," of this Request for Qualifications (RFQ). In 
addition, all interested firms shall have sufficient, readily available resources in the form of trained 
personnel, support services, specialized consultants, and financial resources to carry out the work 
without delay or shortcomings. The qualifications shall be submitted NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
(PST) on Thursday March 2nd, 2023, to:

City of Dixon 
600 East A Street 
Dixon, CA 95620

Attn: Jordan Santos, Junior Engineer
707 678-7030

jsantos@cityofdixon.us

Each proposer shall submit five (5) bound copies, and an electronic version (Adobe Acrobat 
PDF) of the qualification in accordance with Section V, "QUALIFICATION FORMAT," of the RFQ. 
This RFQ and related documents are available on the City website at http://www.dixonplanroom.
com. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS TO CHECK THE CITY 
WEBSITE FOR ANY FUTURE ADDENDUMS TO THIS RFQ.

All questions regarding this RFQ should be directed to Jordan Santos, Junior Engineer, via 
electronic mail at jsantos@cityofdixon.us

Dixon Independent Voice 1-27-2023 and 2-10-2023
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Farm Bureau President Re-Elected 
to National Leadership Post

California Farm Bureau 
Press Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - California Farm 
Bureau President Jamie Johansson has been 
re-elected to a two-year term as one of six 
executive board members for the American 
Farm Bureau Federation.

Johansson, who will represent 13 west-
ern U.S. states on the executive board for 
the national agricultural organization, was 
elected during the AFBF’s 104th Convention 
in Puerto Rico this month.

“It is an honor to continue to serve during 
this critical chapter for America’s farm-
ers and ranchers,” Johansson said. “We are 
working to pass a new Farm Bill in Congress 
to secure our food supply and to help our 

family farmers at a time when more than 
50% are reporting negative earnings. I am 
also committed to ensuring that construc-
tion begins on long-overdue federal and state 
water storage and conveyance projects.

“For too long, our farmers have endured 
devastating water supply cuts during dry 
years. And now, after historic storms in 
California, we are watching uncaptured 
water simply flow into the ocean due to our 
state’s lack of resolve for completing proj-
ects voters approved years ago. We can no 
longer accept inaction.”

The California Farm Bureau works to pro-
tect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
nearly 29,000 members statewide and as part 
of a nationwide network of 5.3 million Farm 
Bureau members.� H

Assembly Republicans Call on 
Newsom to Make Water a Priority

Assembly Republicans 
Press Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - California 
Assembly Republicans are calling on 
Governor Gavin Newsom to prioritize water 
storage, conveyance, and flood protection in 
the state budget. California has not built sig-
nificant new water storage since the 1970s, 
despite its population nearly doubling during 
that time.

“Providing water is a core function of 
government, and it’s time to make that a pri-
ority,” said Assembly Republican Leader 
James Gallagher (Yuba City). “We need Sites 
Reservoir, policy reforms and better water 
management so our residents and farmers 
don’t face even more water rationing during 
the next dry spell.”

“We need more water storage in 
California,” said Assemblymember Juan 
Alanis (R-Modesto). “That’s why on my first 
day in the legislature I proposed Assembly 
Constitutional Amendment 2 to put water 
storage goals into California’s Constitution 
and provide guaranteed funding for water 
infrastructure. It will bring California better 
flood control and more relief during peri-
ods of drought. It’s just common sense to get 
this done.”

“Conservation alone is not going to solve 
this crisis. Storage alone is not going to solve 

this crisis,” said Assemblyman Heath Flora 
(R-Ripon). “We need an all-of-the-above 
approach to water: desalinization, stor-
age, conservation. Those are all part of 
the solution and something that we are all 
very, very committed to.”

“The Governor announced this week 
that he is protecting the state’s budget 
reserves. I implore the Governor to pro-
tect our State’s greatest natural resource, 
water, and move forward aggressively 
to build the reservoirs that the voters 
approved nearly ten years ago in 2014,” 
said Assemblymember Diane. Dixon 
(R-Newport Beach). “This water reserve 
will protect our state against future 
droughts, which are certain to occur again 
- just as the floods will return as well. This 
is not rocket science, save our water that 
falls free on a rainy day!”

Decades of neglect and underfunding 
have allowed the state’s infrastructure to 
crumble, resulting in difficulty transport-
ing water across the state and causing the 
levee failures that have flooded communi-
ties in recent days.

The Assembly Republicans are urg-
ing Governor Newsom to prioritize these 
investments in the state budget to address 
current and future water challenges and 
protect the economic and social well-being 
of California. � H

CSLB News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - After a series 
of severe damaging storms and with 
more wind and rain expected to impact 
California, the Contractors State License 
Board (CSLB) is reminding homeown-
ers to use licensed contractors for any 
construction repairs above $500.

After a disaster, CSLB’s mission is 
to help ensure unlicensed or unscrupu-
lous contractors do not take advantage 
of consumers.

Homeowners should use CSLB’s Find 
My Licensed Contractor feature to build 
personalized lists of licensed contractors 

in their area. They should always check 
all contractors’ license numbers on the 
CSLB website and check each con-
tractor’s pocket license to confirm the 
person representing the construction 
business is listed as personnel of record 
on the license. A CSLB-issued state 
license is required for any construc-
tion job of $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials).

“Disaster survivors take a huge risk 
when they hire unlicensed contractors,” 
said CSLB Registrar David Fogt. “Most 
are not properly insured and likely don't 
have the skills or knowledge to perform 
the work.”

Homeowners should be aware that 
CSLB offers a designated Disaster Help 
Center section online, which provides 
publications that can be downloaded 
or ordered. These include “Debris 
Removal and Construction Scams,” 
“After a Disaster, Don’t Get Scammed,” 
and “What You Should Know Before 
Hiring a Contractor.” In addition, infor-
mation can be requested by calling 
CSLB’s Disaster Hotline, 800-962-1125, 
staffed Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., or via the automated 
assistance line, 800-321-CSLB (2752).

Californians seeking information 
about the state’s response and recov-
ery efforts should visit the California 
Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services (Cal OES) website.

About CSLB: CSLB operates under the 
umbrella of the Department of Consumer 
Affairs and licenses and regulates nearly 
285,000 contractors in California. In 
2022, CSLB helped consumers recover 
more than $40 million in ordered 
restitution. � H

CSLB Urges Homeowners to Hire 
Licensed Contractors

The Contractors State License Board (CSLB) 
is reminding homeowners to use licensed 
contractors for any construction repairs 
above $500. Photo courtesy Monkey Business Images | 
Dreamstime.com
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Worship 10:30 am

Small Groups meet throughout the week.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234

www.cornerstoneindixon.com

THIS WEEK’S SERMON

“Trusting God’s Timing  
in Your Life”

Selected Scriptures

Loving God, Loving God, 
Loving Others,Loving Others,

Serving Our WorldServing Our World

You�re Invited  ToYou�re Invited  To

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

(530) 662-0295
culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY PROPANE

FOLLOW US

@MPG8dotcom

@MPG8dotcom

Messenger 
Publishing 
Group

for Local News  
and much more!

WEEKLY COMICS
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EVERY WEEK AT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS!

YES! START MY SUBSCRIPTION NOW!

FULL NAME

STREET

PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

HAS NEVER BEEN SO IMPORTANT!
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

DON’T WAIT! CALL NOW! 916-773-1111

MAIL YOUR PAYMENT TO GET STARTED IMMEDIATELY:

ONLY

PER YEAR

$39*

Office address: 
P.O. Box 1106, Dixon, CA 95620
Dixon Independent Voice is published weekly on Friday.
*Subscription rate valid only within Solano County
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Providing mortgage-free 
homes to Gold Star and 
Fallen First Responder
families with young
children and building 
specially-adapted Smart 
Homes for our most
severely injured.  

TUNNEL TO TOWERS HONORS OUR
MILITARY AND FIRST RESPONDERS

IN THE 
LINE OF 
DUTY

WHO CONTINUE TO MAKE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF LIFE AND LIMB FOR OUR COUNTRY

FDNY Firefighter Stephen Siller gave his life while 
saving others on September 11, 2001

THE FOUNDATION HAS BEEN SUPPORTING
OUR NATION’S GREATEST HEROES EVER SINCE 
AND EDUCATING PEOPLE ABOUT 9/11

DONATE $11/MO TODAY

T2T.ORG

Commentary 
by Gerald Meral, 
CALMatters.org

Californians have suddenly 
turned their attention from 
drought to flooding. 

The future likelihood of a 
series of huge atmospheric riv-
ers in California, a so-called 
ARk storm scenario, seems to 
be a certainty. Atmospheric riv-
ers channel moist tropical air 
towards the West Coast, where 
mountains condense it to rain 
and snow. Over the last few 
weeks, California has suffered 
through a sneak peak of its dev-
astating potential.  

In late December of 1861, 
weeks of snow and rain from a 
huge ARk storm caused flood-
ing from Oregon and Idaho to 
Mexico. The new settlers did not 
listen to the Indigenous peoples 
of California who knew that win-
ter meant moving away from the 
river.

State government had to be 
temporarily relocated from 
Sacramento to San Francisco. 
The California Supreme Court 
made the move permanently. The 
Central Valley became an inland 
sea, and flooding was severe in 
Southern California. One percent 
of the state’s population died. 

These megastorms occur about 
once every 150 years. Climate 
change will intensify them.

Flood control reservoirs 
already line the Sierra Nevada 
foothills, including Shasta, 
Oroville, Folsom, New Melones 
and others. Some reservoir space 
is emptied each fall to make way 
for potential oncoming floods, 
reducing the value of the reser-
voir for hydroelectric generation, 
water supply, recreation and cold 
water storage for fish. Reservoir 
operators can minimize (but 
not eliminate) dumping valu-
able water if no major storm is 
predicted.  

But Sierra Nevada and sim-
ilar Southern California flood 
control reservoirs like Prado 
and Seven Oaks cannot store 

enough floodwater to suffi-
ciently reduce the effects of 
atmospheric river megastorms. 
The reservoirs will fill, but con-
tinuous flood flows will pass 
through as if the reservoirs 
were not there.

Gigantic new flood control 
reservoirs could theoretically 
be built. But the costs would be 
in the tens of billions of dollars, 
and the reservoirs would serve 
little purpose for decades since 
they would have to be emptied 

at the start of each flood season. 
It’s unlikely that the Legislature 
or Congress would invest in 
such a flood control system. 

Indeed, at least $3 billion in 
levees and floodwater bypasses 
are needed just to prevent major 
flood damage in the Central 
Valley from storms that are 
expected to occur much more 
often than megastorms.

Can flood waters be diverted 
into “off-stream” storage reser-
voirs for later use? Not really. 

The proposed giant Sites 
Reservoir could divert only a 
small percentage of the water 
expected in the Sacramento 
River in even moderate flood 
events. The value of such res-
ervoirs is largely in their water 
supply benefits.

Still, much can be done to 
prepare.

First, California needs to 
increase investment in flood 
plain acquisition and expansion, 
and prevent the urbanization of 

flood-prone areas. Staying out 
of harm’s way is the best idea. 

Flood water bypasses help 
protect the Sacramento Valley 
and can recharge groundwa-
ter. The San Joaquin Valley 
urgently needs a similar sys-
tem. It’s likely too late to build 
them in highly urbanized parts 
of Southern California.  

Second, property own-
ers who are at risk only 
from a megaflood should be 
encouraged to purchase flood 
insurance. For property outside 
the “100 year” flood zone, it 
would be a small annual invest-
ment to cover the damage that 
is bound to occur.  

Third, locally managed evac-
uation drills should be held in 
areas where the flood risk is 
highest, such as Sacramento 
and areas near the Los Angeles 
and Santa Ana Rivers. A mega-
storm will require evacuation 
of millions of people in the 
Central Valley and parts of 
the Bay Area and Southern 
California. The public needs to 
be prepared.

Californians have spent bil-
lions of dollars to prepare for 
earthquakes and catastrophic 
wildfires.  Recent quakes 
and fires are often on our 
mind, and leaders are reacting 
appropriately.  

But Californians have largely 
forgotten the death tolls and 
huge property losses of pre-
vious deadly floods, and even 
larger floods are likely to 
come. They will affect all 
Californians, and require 
greater investment in flood 
preparation, insurance and 
evacuation planning.

Gerald Meral is the direc-
tor of the California Water 
Program at  the Natural 
Heritage Institute. He has previ-
ously served as deputy director 
of the California Department of 
Water Resources, deputy secre-
tary of the California Natural 
Resources Agency, and a staff 
scientist at the Environmental 
Defense Fund. � H

How We Can Prepare for Future Floods before a Megastorm Hits

Californians have largely forgotten the death tolls and huge property losses of previous deadly floods, and 
even larger floods are likely to come. Photo courtest DWR


