
Story and photo 
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Only 
about one in every seven 
years does Christmas fall 
on a Sunday, a day when 
most Christians in America 
attend church services. 
Sometimes it happens 
in five or six years for a 
Christmas Sunday, depend-
ing on the number of 
leap years. 

Other times it takes 11 
years, if leap year places 
Christmas on Monday. The 
last time Christmas was 
on a Sunday was in 1994 
and it won't happen again 
until 2033.

T h a t  m a k e s  t h i s 
Christmas even more 
special and a wonderful 
reason for the churches of 
Dixon to come together 
and present a ̔Community 
Christmas Eve Gathering ̕
on Saturday, December 
24, in the Pardi Plaza, the 
new community plaza on 
the corner of First and 
A Streets in downtown 
Dixon. It will be brief; 

from 5 to 5:30 p.m.
St. Peter's Catholic 

Church announced con-
fessions will be heard 
December 19 through 22 
from 6 to 7:30 pm. They 
will hold its Christmas 
Eve Mass in both English 

and Spanish at 5 p.m. 
They are located on the 
corner of A and Second 
Streets and will also have 
a Christmas Day Mass at 
9 a.m. in English and 11 
p.m. in Spanish. For more 
information, the phone is 

(707) 678-9424.
Candlelight services are 

always very precious and 
offer a time to reflect on the 
true reason for the season. 
They will be happening 
at Cornerstone Baptist 
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MMerry erry CChristmashristmas

Christmas Church Celebrations

The life-like Nativity that sits in the Dixon Women's Improvement Club Park reminds passers-
by of the reason for the season: the birth of Jesus Christ. It is provided courtesy of Grace 
Fellowship Church.

Continued on page 3

Please Get 
Your Dog 
Trained

Patti Sousa-Liu with her pet 
Pugs, a Dachshund, and a 
Pug-Weenie. Photo courtesy of 
Clip’N and Groom

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - If you 
like to watch America's 
Funniest Videos, you will 
know there is a regular fea-
ture called 'Dog Park.' 

You see videos of dogs 
that are hilarious because 
they seem to show human 
emotions of shame or 
embarrassment  when 
they've been caught shred-
ding a couch, sneaking into 
a refrigerator, or stealing 
something off a kitchen 
counter. But having an 
untrained pup isn’t fun 
for anyone and often peo-
ple give them as Christmas 
gifts.

“As a former certified 
dog trainer, I don't rec-
ommend getting a pet to 
surprise another party, chil-
dren, or otherwise. That is 
something to be picked out 
by a family after the holi-
days,” said Dixonite Patti 
Sousa-Liu of Clip-N & 
Groom-N. “It's how the 
owner connects with the 
dog and it’s all about a 
connection.” Sousa-Liu is 
still a pet groomer.

“We’d see a pickup in 
springtime of a lot of peo-
ple wanting to rehome 
their pets,” said another 
local dog lover, Victoria 
Pringle, who worked at 
the Solano County Animal 
Shelter for 13 years, owns 
VIP Pet Dog Training, 
and is an AKC Certified 
Trainer. “People don’t real-
ize how much work it will 
be,” she added about pets 
for Christmas gifts. She’s 
always been about dogs, 
she said, and owns a Great 
Dane and a StaffordShire 
Bull Terrier but also does 
shows and competition 
obedience.

Potty training should 
start immediately when 
they first come into the 
home at about seven to 
eight weeks. The train-
ing process should start as 
soon as they have all their 
shots, which is usually 
four to five months. Pet 
owners seek dog training 
when they want “peace in 
the house,” Sousa-Liu said 
with a laugh. “Or, when 
they decide they can't stand 
the dog jumping on them 
and all over everybody 
who comes to the door all 
the time.”

Pringle tries to catch 
families before they get to 
that point. She teaches an 

Continued on page 3
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Silveyville Wreaths
Inspired by Suzie and Curtis Stocking's 

endeavor with Wreaths Across America, 
Silveyville Cemetery District Manager 
Jennifer Huff worked to get wreaths for 
the gravesites of veterans at Silveyville 
Cemetery. And, with a whole lot of help 
from her staff and the Scouts from Troop 
152, the wreaths were laid on a recent 
Saturday morning in the rain and cold.

“My husband and grandfather were 
veterans and since I started work here, I 
wondered why we didn’t do the wreaths 
here,” she said. After being promoted to 
her new position, she’s been on a mission, 
working at the Vacaville Bingo 10 hours 
a week with the money going to the non-
profit endeavor. Ultimately, she purchased 
835 wreaths for the veteran's grave sites at 
Silveyville. Special thanks to Jeff Fountain 
of Solex Corporation, who picked up all 
the boxes for them. “As long as I’m here, 
there will be veteran wreaths,” she said.

Last Chance
In an effort to address informal com-

ments from the State Department of 
Housing and Community Development 
(HCD), the City of Dixon has revised the 
September 2022 version of the it’s 2023-
2031 Draft Housing Element. The revised 
Draft Housing Element is available for 
review on the City’s website at https://
www.cityofdixon.us/housingelementup-
date.  The HCD 90-day review period 
ends on Friday, December 23.

Comments on the revised draft Housing 
Element can be submitted to the City 
of Dixon, Community Development 
Department, 600 East A St, Dixon, 
CA 95620, Attention: Raffi Boloyan, 
Community Development Director or 
via Email at rboloyan@cityofdixon.us. 
Please include “Comments on Dixon 
Draft Housing Element” in the subject line 
of any communication. Continued inter-
est and participation in the Dixon Housing 
Element Update is appreciated.

School Break
Dixon Unified School Students will 

be out of school through January 6. 
Neighborhood Christian School is also 

out but they are due back on Wednesday, 
January 4, 2023.

Coaches Needed
Dixon Youth Basketball (DYB) needs 

head coaches for Division 2, Division 
3 Boys, and Division 4 Boys, as well as 
assistant coaches for all divisions. If you 
have a child playing this season, please 
consider signing up to be a coach. No 
experience is necessary. Complete a 
coaching application at dixonyouthbasket-
ball.com.

Meals Delivered
Meals on Wheels of Solano County 

offers meals delivered to Seniors aged 60 
and older. The suggested contribution is 
$4 per meal; however, no senior will ever 
be denied a meal based on their ability to 
contribute. Deliveries are normally made 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. but the week between Christmas and 
New Year’s, they will be closed on Monday 
and Friday so deliveries will be on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. For more infor-
mation and to order, call (707) 425-0638.

Scam Alert
The Solano County Sheriff’s Office has 

received reports of a phone scam involv-
ing someone impersonating a member 
from SCSO. Unfortunately, they are using 
a phone number that appears to come 
from the SCSO. The phone scammer then 
leaves a call back number and answers as 
a SCSO member. THIS IS A SCAM. The 
Solano County Sheriff’s Office will not 
ask to collect any debts or payments over 
the phone or offer to clear up any pend-
ing legal action for payment. Stay safe and 
secure this holiday season.

Hobo Dinner
Mark your calendar for the American 

Legion Auxiliary, Dixon Unit 208, annual 
Hobo Beef Stew Dinner & Raffle on 
Saturday, January 21, 2023.This is always 
a whole lot of fun and there are plenty of 
raffle prizes, too. Tickets are $10 each. 
There is a no-host bar that opens at 4:30 
p.m. and dinner is at 6 p.m. For tickets, 
please call (707) 592-0991 or inquire at 
the Veterans Hall.� H

By Debra Dingman
 

It was Friday, December 
16, when my sweet hus-
band kindly picked up our 
photo Christmas cards, I 
had designed yesterday 
and ordered through same 
day pick up of Walmart 
Photos. He said in his 
ever-so-kind voice that 
maybe next year I should-
n՚t wait till the last minute. 
He is saying this to the 
woman who for the last 
two years managed to send 
'Happy New Year’ cards.

I gave him the eyeball 
and said they turned out 
beautiful. He complained 
that no one could tell who 
was on the train in one of 
the pictures. I could have 
chosen a different picture, 
but it is a bit difficult when 
you have to cut down from 
28 photos to 10 and try 
to give the best represen-
tation of one's last year. 
Plus, I tried to be fair to 
the grandchildren and 
included all of them twice.

He thinks it is silly to 
send cards.

“I like getting them,” 
I answered. They are of 
my family and my friends, 
and I can՚t expect the 

equally yoked husband 
to get in my shoes and 
FEEL the love I have for 
these people or for this 
season. I love traditions 
and the warm feeling they 
give me in my heart. Who 
doesn՚t enjoy that feeling 
when you feel love and 
supported...and thought 
of from afar? Christmas 
cards are great for some 
people and stressful for 
others. I get it but puleeze, 
don’t rain on my parade!

Speaking of rain, I՚m on 
a high after spending the 
day with volunteers get-
ting ready for the Kiwanis 
Festival of Trees and then 
spending the day in cra-
zy-mode at the event 
itself--you know the day 
the Heavenly dam broke 
on Dixon. For about six 
hours, volunteers (espe-
cially Carol Demaray, the 
Key Clubbers, and Wayne 
Holland) mopped up after 
a seriously leaking roof!

It was really nice being 
just a regular Kiwanis 
member and not the chair 
or co-chair. It was wonder-
ful to see Marge Litsinger 
come through, the other 
founder of the event and 
who worked side by side 

for almost a decade.
Hats off to co-chairs 

Brand i  P ro f i t t  who 
designed beautiful post-
ers, programs, and got all 
the trees there along with 
Kristen Janisch who got us 
into the electronic age and 
took bids online.

Visitors as well as per-
formers came through the 
doors just like the drench-
ing rain was no big thing. 
It amazed me. But then 
you have to remember 
that most people are really 
amazing humans. Only 
the news wants us to think 
otherwise.

If you want to see a 
whole bunch of wonder-
ful Dixonites, please listen 
to the review of caroling 
in the train tunnel and cer-
tainly select a church to 
celebrate Christmas this 
Sunday. (See front page.) 
It is a rarity for Christmas 
to fall on a church day, 
but I hope that because it 
does, you will experience 
a special joy as you see the 
crosses in the front of the 
churches and feel at least 
an inkling of love that God 
gives us.

Merry Christmas to all!

SHORT 
Life’s too

Dixon News Briefs

Christmas Cards and Heavenly Downpour

CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309

The helpers who marked 835 veteran gravesites with wreaths or boughs at Silveyville. Photo 
courtesy of Molly Cowan Photography

Recology Reports 
on Senate Bill 1383

Recology News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Senate Bill 1383 
(SB1383) is a law enacted by the State 
of California that requires all residents to 
divert organic materials (including: food 
waste, yard waste and soiled paper prod-
ucts) from the landfill.

To comply with the law, Recology and 
the City of Dixon expanded your services 
to include organic/food waste collection, 
which includes new vehicles and driv-
ers to collect the material. This resulted 
in an 18% rate increase for all customers. 
In addition, all customers must have recy-
cling services to comply with the law.

Customers who had previously opted 
out of recycling service will now receive 
blue recycling carts.

How does this change my account? 

Senior Service Option, which entails a 
20% discount on monthly bills for cus-
tomers 62 years and older or disabled, 
effective October 1, 2022. 32-Gallon Solid 
Waste Carts, which allows customers to 
reduce their overall bill by subscribing to 
less landfill service.

Free Landfill Passes will start January 
1, 2023, with residential customers receiv-
ing a free landfill pass each year, allowing 
them to dispose of up to 1,000 pounds of 
material at no charge.

New Mandatory Organics/Recycling 
Services and Cost-Saving Options for 
Dixon can be learned by contacting: 
CustomerService005@Recology.com 
(preferred) Recology.com/Dixon/Contact 
(707) 678-4026. To learn about what's 
accepted in your program, please visit 
Recology.com/Dixon. � H

Dixon Cheer Donation!

The Dixon Lions Club is happy to donate $1000 to the teams to help defray some of the 
competition costs. Courtesy photo

Dixon Lions Club News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Peewee 
and Junior Cheer Squads placed 2nd and 
3rd respectfully in the Norcal competi-
tion earning the right to compete to in the 
National Cheer competition in Las Vegas. 

The Dixon Lions Club is happy to donate 
$1000 to the teams to help defray some of 
the competition costs. Representing the 
cheerleaders are Head Coach Amanda 

Sardenga and Assistant Coaches Melissa 
Habbeshaw, Rachel Domgaard, Alyna 
Lopez, and Jasmine Turner. Representing 
the Dixon Lions Club are Justin Ford, 
Chris Ford, Jim Mayoral, and Eric Kratzer. 
Congratulations to the Dixon cheerleaders 
and good luck in Las Vegas.

For more information about the Dixon 
Lions Club, visit; Website: http://e-Club-
house.org/sites/DixonCA, Facebook: 
Dixon Lions Club. � H

Follow Us for Local News Follow Us for Local News 
and So Much Moreand So Much More
Facebook: @DIVMPG8
Twitter:  @DIV_MPG8

Dixon Independent Voice
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First Northern Bank 
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Carol 
Landry,  Senior  Vice 
President/Business & 
Industrial Team Manager 
is pleased to announce that 
Daniel Shappy has joined 
First Northern Bank’s 
Business & Industrial Loan 
Team as Vice President/
Commercial Loan Officer.

First Northern Bank is 
the Sacramento Region’s 
local leader in small busi-
ness lending and customer 
satisfaction, offering a full 
range of business lines of 
credit, equipment loans and 
leases, owner and inves-
tor commercial real estate 
loans, construction loans, 
commercial and industrial 
loans, SBA 504 and 7A 
loans, letters of credit, and 
business acquisition loans 
throughout Yolo, Solano, 
Placer, El Dorado, and 
Sacramento Counties, as 
well as the East Bay Area 
Region.

Daniel ’s  29 years’ 
experience in the finan-
cial services industry 
management, and busi-
ness development. Prior 
to joining First Northern 
Bank, Daniel served as 
Commercial Credit Officer 
for Westamerica Bank in 
Fairfield.

Daniel holds a Master of 

Business Administration 
degree from University 
of Phoenix, Sacramento. 
He has enjoyed cook-
ing and serving hot meals 
during Thanksgiving and 
Christmas at Opportunity 
House Homeless Shelter 
in Vacaville and looks for-
ward to volunteering at 
other community non-
profit organizations in the 
coming year.

Daniel is a native of the 
Philippines and currently 
resides in Vacaville with 
his wife and two daughters. 
He enjoys camping, hiking, 
biking, hunting, traveling, 
and cooking for his family 
and friends.

Daniel’s office is located 
at 508 Second Street., 
Suite #104, Davis, CA 
95616. Daniel is available 
by appointment and can be 
reached at 530.297.3905, 
916.595.8090 (cell), or 
dshappy@thatsmybank. 
com� H 

Church on Christmas Eve, Saturday, 
December 24 at 6 pm, at 185 West Cherry 
Street.

Christmas Day Service is Sunday, 
December 25, at 10:30 a.m. Phone is (707) 
678-5234.

At Freedom Church, Pastor Joe Mejia 
will lead a special Christmas service on 
Sunday, Christmas Day, beginning at 10 
a.m. and one can enjoy a treat from their 
hot cocoa bar at 470 East H Street accord-
ing to Church Administrator Erica Mejia. 
Phone is (707) 693-1774.

For Living Hope Church, you won̕t 
have to change your clothes after opening 
presents in the morning. Just wear your 
Christmas ‘jammies՚ and come over for 
their Christmas service at 10 a.m. It will 
be a‘Cozy Christmas՚ service where paja-
mas and blankets are encouraged and will 
be family-style; no KidsChurch according 
to Office Manager Jessi Besseghini. They 
are at 410 Gateway Drive and the phone 
number is (707) 693-1512.

You can also wear jammies to Grace 
Fellowship Church Christmas Sunday 
at 10 a.m. There won't be nursery or 

children՚s church staff, but the nursery will 
be open, and they՚̕ll have activity packs for 
the kiddos. Hot cocoa and cookies will be 
served after the service.

Calvary Chapel is at 150 North First 
Street in downtown Dixon just down the 
street from the Pardi Plaza Christmas 
Eve Gathering and invites their families 
to communion afterwards in the church 
building. They invite folks to join them 
Christmas morning at 10 a.m. Their phone 
is (707) 678-4012.

Only one service on Christmas for 
Dixon United Methodist Church but they 
are having three Christmas Eve services at 
5, 7, and 11 p.m. They are at 209 North 
Jefferson across from the Chamber of 
Commerce. Phone is (707) 678-2191.

Revive Church, formerly Dixon 
Community Church, will be participat-
ing in the downtown Christmas Eve 
Community Gathering but will not hold 
services on Christmas Day or New Year's 
Day. The church is located at 955 East A 
Street and the phone is (707) 678-1981.

Every attempt has been made to get a 
hold of all the churches in Dixon over the 
past few weeks. � H

Christmas Church Celebrations
Continued from page 1

introductory class to “expose pet own-
ers how to start communicating with their 
pet” and is certified to teach the A.K.C 
STAR Puppy and Canine Good Citizen 
obedience training.

“I want them to see what it’s about and 
how to engage with a pet and how to make 
it a fun, family affair,” Pringle said. "The 
focus is a lot about food or toy-driven 
response. For the pet, it’s all about fun.”

Thanks to training, there can be an 
immediate difference in the pet’s behav-
ior. After the course, people say things 
like, “Oh my baby is a 400% turn around,” 
or “I'm so glad I did this training.” Costs 
usually range between $150 and $300 
depending on if you are private or a group.

Typical family pet commands taught are 
sit, stay, off, down, (there is a difference) 
no bite, no bark, and ‘loose leash training;’ 
that’s where they learn to walk on a leash 
without being pulled or tugged or pulling 
and tugging on the owners while they walk.

Dog trainers often offer additional train-
ing after that course especially for cattle 
dogs, Labs, German Shepherd, for exam-
ple, because they are high energy and need 
a lot of exercise and can be trained to fetch 
or do different tricks.

But the holidays for any pet can also be 
dangerous.

“A new dog or kitten can get in so much 
trouble with the decorations and every-
thing,” Sousa-Liu warned. “Tinsel on trees 
can get into their digestive system and lit-
erally kill them. Some nuts and chocolate, 
too. Poinsettias are poison to dogs.”

Sousa-Liu also gave sage advice: “Don't 
go buy a purebred [for the sake of a paper] 
...There's so many rescues, please go to 
the rescues. Almost every breed has a res-
cue. Go to the SPCAs as they are buried in 
their dogs and cats desperately.”

To reach Pringle for dog training, call 
(707) 590-0735 or email at animalcra-
zyone@yahoo.com. For grooming, call 
Sousa-Liu, at (707) 635-3303.� H

Please Get Your Dog Trained
Continued from page 1

Shappy Joins First Northern Bank 
as VP/Commercial Loan Officer

Daniel Shappy, Vice President 
and Commercial  Loan 
Officer, has responsibilities 
that includes commercial, 
real estate and agricultural 
lending, underwriting, risk. 
Courtesy photo

Festive Farewell to Students

Dixon High School students got visits from Santa (Assistant Principal Brian Wellborn,) 
Christmas Tree (Stephanie Marquez,) and Snowman (Assistant Principal Bob Bugalski) last 
Friday as they were bid “farewell for now.” Students will be on Winter Break until Monday, 
January 9. Photo by Debra Dingman

Tunes in the Tunnel

A nice crowd joined together in the B Street railroad underpass to sing Christmas carols and 
were led by Cornerstone Church Pastor Frank Salamone. The public was invited to join several 
local church members including Living Hope and Grace Fellowship to hear the echoing sounds 
of Christmas. It's become a regular favorite over the holidays despite the cold. Photo by Nicolas Brown

COVID-19 Patent Waiver Will 
Cost Lives, Not Save Them

Commentary by Joe Crowley

Anyone wondering why Democrats 
fared better than expected in the midterms 
should direct their attention to President 
Joe Biden's recent string of legislative 
victories.

These accomplishments helped 
Democrats win crucial votes in key states 
and maintain control of the Senate. But if 
they want to hold onto the White House, 
it's important that President Biden and 
congressional Democrats avoid any policy 
stumbles before 2024.

One such stumble would be the presi-
dent and his allies throwing their support 
behind the World Trade Organization's 
proposal to waive intellectual prop-
erty protections on therapeutics and tests 
related to COVID-19. It would allow our 
global competitors -- including China -- to 
help themselves to U.S. patents and other 
intellectual property.

The stated goal of the proposal is to 
improve access to COVID-19 therapeutics 
and diagnostics in the developing world, 
similar to the WTO's nullification of IP 
protections for vaccines in June. But there's 
little evidence that such access is lacking or 
that this reform would improve it.

What it would do is harm the research 
ecosystem that has made the U.S. the 
world's leading source of medical 
breakthroughs.

The very idea that patents are inhib-
iting access to COVID-19 tests and 
therapies is unfounded. Since the 
beginning of the pandemic, pharmaceu-
tical firms have voluntarily licensed their 
COVID-19 therapies to manufacturers in 
low- and middle-income countries around 
the world.

Simply put, suspending IP for valu-
able COVID-19 technologies isn't likely 
to save lives. But it will certainly compro-
mise the Biden administration's efforts to 
improve healthcare access and encourage 
domestic biotech innovation.

Currently, getting a new medicine to 

market requires a massive investment 
-- $2.6 billion, on average. Patents help 
ensure that when a new drug passes gov-
ernment-mandated clinical trials -- about 
90% don't -- investors have a chance to 
recover their development costs and pay 
for the numerous failures that came along 
the way.

If federal officials start calling patents 
into question, the result will be a future 
deprived of cutting-edge medicines for 
everything from cancer and heart disease 
to diabetes and Alzheimer's. It's also a 
future in which the world will be far less 
ready to handle a global health crisis like 
COVID-19.

Had patent waivers been the norm 
before the pandemic, America's scien-
tists and drug manufacturers would have 
lacked the basic infrastructure to invent, 
mass produce, and distribute the vaccines 
and therapies that are now bringing this 
emergency to an end.

Indeed, a new Progressive Policy 
Institute paper notes that strong, codified 
IP protection has "contributed to a long-
term upturn in scientific research and 
invention, a public good well worth pre-
serving, which makes this next decision 
one that raises some systemic questions."

By weakening IP protections, the WTO's 
expanded waiver would deal a blow to a 
$1 trillion domestic industry that supports 
millions of U.S. jobs. It would also enable 
other countries -- friends and foes alike 
-- to piggyback off American innovation, 
hurting our economic competitiveness.

President Biden's historic strides in 
expanding healthcare access and bolster-
ing America's biotech economy are legacy 
accomplishments. Rejecting an expansion 
of the WTO waiver gives his adminis-
tration the opportunity to continue that 
legacy of supporting American ingenuity 
and prosperity and restoring our nation's 
position as a leader in global health.

Joe Crowley represented New York's 
7th and 14th congressional districts from 
1999 to 2019. � H

Sacramento State Names Andy 
Thompson Head Football Coach

Andy Thompson has been named the 12th head football coach in Sacramento State history. 
Photos courtesy of Sacramento State Athletics
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Thank A Veteran Today

Dasher
by Matt Tavares; Candlewick Press

Like gentle, falling snow, Dasher lands 
into readers’ hearts as they hear the story of 
Santa’s very first reindeer. Capturing all the 
love and magic of Christmas, Matt Tavares 
lends readers a new account to tell around 
the Christmas tree. Dasher is a celebration of 
one little reindeer’s determination, heart, and 
willingness to dream of a better life changes 
the lives of reindeer forever. With enchant-
ing illustrations and a story that encapsulates 
many familiar traditions, Dasher is sure to 
become a beloved classic.

The Nutcracker based on NYC Ballet
illustrated by Valeria Docampo; Little Simon

The world of dance and storytelling meet 
in this breathtaking Christmas classic retell-
ing of, The Nutcracker. Straight from the 
NYC Ballet and into your home, this fasci-
nating book will whisk readers into a land of 
magic and enchantment with Marie and her 
Nutcracker Prince.

 Mesmerizing audiences since 1954, 
the NYC ballet captures all the wonder of 
Christmas magic as this beautiful story is 
retold for the younger generation through 
whimsical details and vivid colors.

The Night Before Christmas
by Clement C. Moore, illustrated by 
Antonio Javier Caparo; Little Simon

 The timeless poem is now beautifully 
illustrated for a new generation. With lifelike 
artwork that nearly leaps off the pages, vivid 
detail, and oversized hardback design, this 
book will soon become a favorite Christmas 
Eve read. 

The Little Reindeer
by Nicola Killen; Simon and Schuster
With her sled in hand, little Ollie heads 

off on an adventure to investigate the sound 
of jingling bells. But what she discovers in 
the forest is more than just the source of the 
bells; but a  magical Christmas adventure.

With its delightful black-and-white illus-
trations and eye-catching pops of red, readers 
are pulled right into the story while also 

focusing on the smaller details with window 
cutouts and metallic silver adornments. This 
book takes on a magical journey allowing 
young readers’ imaginations to take flight.

The Steadfast Tin Soldier
illustrated by Fred Marcellino,

retold by Tor Seidler; Atheneum Books
 In a box of 25 tin soldiers, all standing 

at attention, one soldier stood out. For the 
one-legged soldier, the beauty of the deli-
cate paper ballerina, who also stood on one 
leg, made him feel that he needed to protect 
her. But it was the jealousy of a goblin that 
could not bear anyone having affection for 
his paper ballerina that set the tin soldier’s 
fate in motion. With the goblin’s one swift 
gust of wind, the soldier went flying out the 
window, landing him on an astonishing jour-
ney to return to his paper ballerina.  

A Hans Christian Andersen’s story is retold 
in a straightforward, old-world approach that 
captures the essence of the Victorian era in 
beautiful full-color pastel illustrations.   True 
love instantly blossoms in this heart-wrench-
ing tale of love, jealousy, nobility, and 
sacrifice. Breathtaking illustrations capture 
the essence of a story that has been told for 
over a century.  H

FOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbooks

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
Celebrate the joy and beauty of the holiday with these cherished classics.

Heeney’s History 
'ol Dawg Hustler

Commentary by Ed Heeney

As I grew up on a farm in Kansas, my 
Mother did not like animals in the house. 
We had milk cows, horses, pigs, chick-
ens, and beef cattle. The cows furnished 
milk and cream, the horses power to 
plow, the pigs bacon, and the chickens 
eggs and drumsticks.

There were several cats around the 
barn, but they only came around at milk-
ing time. One time we received a brown, 
fluffy pup. Each of us four kids claimed 
the pup was our own. I was too snooty 
and my sisters too sophisticated for a 
“down home” farm dog. My brother, 
however, fit right into the new pup's 
life. They both were calm, liked to take 
walks, and both liked each other's com-
pany. They both liked the other animals 
and fit right in as “farm folk.”

We had a lot of visitors on the river 
farm who came to swim and fish and 
soon Hustler was accepted as one of the 
crowds and most of the neighbors felt 
like the dog was part of the neighbor-
hood. A bridge connected both sides of 
the river, cow pasture on one side and 
homestead on the other.

My mother relented and allowed 
Hustler to sleep in the house, even on my 
brother’s bed. This had never happened 
before. Brother was a true farmer; aris-
ing early in the morning to start chores 
and Hustler followed soon thereafter. I 
was not so ambitious and crawled back 
under the blanket. When I finally stum-
bled into the barn, ol' Hustler gave me a 
dog look like “where you been?”

One Spring morning, we were alerted 
by telephone that the river was rising 

and that our homestead and pasture was 
susceptible to flooding. We quickly gath-
ered the family and dog and proceeded 
to move livestock to higher ground. 
After about an hour we succeeded and 
had all livestock safe. We then enjoyed 
watching the swirling water carry debris 
downstream and marveled that we were 
lucky.

As the day wore on, we headed to 
the farmstead getting ready for evening 
chores. Brother Marvin asked if any-
one had seen Hustler. No one had seen 
the dog since early morn, which was 
unusual, and a tinge of concern began 
to permeate the crowd. The entire farm-
stead was searched, and we called, 
whistled, looked, and scouted to no avail 
and since the water was still rising, we 
decided it was time to go home. We were 
sure that Hustler would come home at 
dark. Well, Hustler did not come home 
at dark, nor the next day, nor the next. 
Neighbors formed search parties and still 
no Hustler.

This was repeated nearly every day for 
the next six weeks, but Hustler seemed 
to disappear. We thought he might just 
have become a victim of the flood waters 
and we just had given up on ol’ Hustler.

Nearly two months later, we got a call 
from a neighbor. He had been fishing on 
the other side of the river and had seen 
a brown dog wandering about an old 
cabin, he thought it might be ol' Hustler. 
My brother dropped his garden hoe and 
took for the river, about three steps at 
a time. When in the hearing range, my 
brother started calling. And soon there 
was the biggest pile of dust, boy, and 
dog you ever saw. Hustler was home!� H

Elon Musk Is the  Nation’s
Foremost Culture Warrior

Elon Musk, who has never 
called himself a conserva-
tive, is now the nation’s fore-
most culture warrior.

That he’s achieved this 
status without espousing 
anything remotely like social 
conservatism illustrates how 
important a set of hothouse 
progressive pieties have be-
come to the nation’s political 
debate.

We’ve come a long way 
from the days of Pat Buchan-
an or Pat Robertson.

Simply by refusing to play 
by the rules that so many in 
corporate America accept 
without hesitation, Musk has 
made himself Public Ene-
my No. 1, a fi gure of fear 
and loathing that his critics
desperately want to fail and 
the more humiliatingly so, 
the better.

Not that Musk is shy. He has 
taken over Donald Trump’s 
championship belt as the troll 
who most dominates the con-
sciousness of the country’s 
journalistic elite. His puckish 
tweet the other day tweaked 
both the fashionable practice 
of declaring your pronouns 
and the secular saint Dr. An-
thony Fauci: “My pronouns 
are Prosecute/Fauci.”

This little 5-word haiku of 
provocation predictably cre-
ated a storm of “How could 
he?” outrage.

The Atlantic responded 
with a piece arguing, as the 
headline put it, “Elon Musk 
Is a Far-Right Activist.” The 

only thing the article lacked 
was a shred of evidence that 
Musk is either “far-right,” or 
an “activist.”

Yes, Musk said before the 
midterms that he’d vote Re-
publican, but that doesn’t 
make him far-right any more 
than voting for Democrats nec-
essarily makes someone far-
left. News fl ash: About half the 
country votes for Republicans.

And he’s obviously doing 
everything he can to garner 
attention for Twitter as he 
tries to make it a sustainable 
business. That’s marketing 
and showmanship, though, 
not political activism.

In releasing what he calls 
“The Twitter Files,” expos-
ing the decision-making of 
the company’s prior man-
agement, Musk hasn’t been 
working with conservatives. 
One of the writers, Matt 
Taibbi, is a progressive, 
while the other, Bari Weiss, 
is right of center, but by no 
means a right-winger.

What Taibbi and Weiss 
share, along with Musk, is 
an unwillingness to swal-
low the orthodoxies of the 
elite media and progressive 
establishment.

It is this posture that makes 
Musk an intolerable dis-
senter. Far right now means 
saying things that you aren’t 
supposed to say -- not racist 
things or extreme things -- but 
things that have been deemed 
unsayable only recently. Sev-
eral years ago, no one would 
have thought it was terrible 
off ense to refuse to adopt the 
weird obsession with pro-
nouns gaining traction at some 
liberal-arts colleges; now, it’s 
practically a hate crime. 

Musk is also a traitor to his 
class. The tech elite was sup-
posed to be libertarian but 
in a left-aligned way, main-
taining a belief in the profi t 

motive but otherwise mov-
ing along in the slipstream of 
progressive culture. 

Musk has refused to do 
it and is highlighting what 
is ultimately a clash of val-
ues. It’s independent-think-
ing v. the herd mentality; 
free speech over and above 
an ideology of “safety”; a 
tough-minded focus on work 
and the bottom line in oppo-
sition to the priorities of an 
entitled woke workforce.

This is all playing out 
in the battle for the soul of 
Twitter, assuming it has one. 
The platform had become a 
progressive playpen. Woke 
writers and activists expect-
ed it to be run according to 
their worldview and by rules 
favorable to their interests -- 
for good reason.

Not anymore. The fearless, 
shoot-from-the-hip Musk is, 
like Trump before him, a bar-
barian at the gate and a her-
etic. His takeover of Twitter 
is like the Vikings sacking 
the famous English monas-
tery of Wearmouth-Jarrow in 
the 8th century. Questioning 
Fauci is like the Albigensi-
ans challenging monotheism 
in the 13th century. Mocking 
pronouns is like questioning 
divine-right kingship in the 
age of absolute monarchies.

This is why the fi ght over 
Twitter, which is itself not 
that important –  “Twitter is 
not real life,” as the cliche has 
it –  is so heated and bitter. It’s 
ultimately over whether pro-
gressive ideology will main-
tain its default status in elite 
precincts of America, and 
whether a high-profi le dis-
senter can survive and thrive.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review. Rich 
Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2022 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Congressmens Statement on 
Exclusion of H.R. 7305

From the Office of Mike Thompson

WASHINGTON, D.C. (MPG) - On Monday, 
December 19, Reps. Mike Thompson 
(CA-05), Jared Huffman (CA-02), and 
Doug LaMalfa (CA-01) released the 
following statements expressing disap-
pointment after help for fire survivors was 
left out of the government funding bill.

“It is a sad day when a bipartisan bill 
that helps people and has broad sup-
port in both chambers of Congress can’t 
get through the Senate,” said Thompson. 
“This is terrible for fire survivors through-
out California. There are several tax bills 
that must be considered next year, and I 
will continue to push that relief for fire 
survivors be included.”

“Along with several California col-
leagues, I worked hard to pass this 
legislation, but nobody worked harder 
than Mike Thompson. I commend Rep. 
Thompson for the passion and dedication 
he brought to this effort, and I share his 
disappointment that Northern California 
fire disaster victims will not get federal tax 
relief in this year’s government funding 
bill,” said Huffman. “I will keep working 
in every way I can to support Californians 
who lost property, homes, and even loved 
ones in the terrible wildfires that ravaged 
our region.”

“It’s appalling that after all this time 
an agreement could not be made between 

the House and Senate to deliver wildfire 
survivors financial relief from abusive 
taxes. Congressman Thompson and I 
have led a bipartisan delegation, includ-
ing our Senators, to fight for Fire Victim 
Trust beneficiaries’ tax-exempt sta-
tus. The removal of the tax package as 
a whole was a significant setback by the 
Senate. I will continue to fight for this bill 
and we will reintroduce it quickly in the 
new Congress. I expect there will be a 
new effort on disaster relief and other tax 
provisions that were not included.” said 
LaMalfa. “Fire victims need this tax relief 
to help in rebuilding their lives.”

The PG&E Fire Victim Trust was estab-
lished following California wildfires in 
2015, 2017, and 2018. H.R. 7305 was 
introduced by Thompson, Huffman, and 
LaMalfa on March 30, 2022.

Congressman Mike Thompson is proud 
to represent California’s 5th Congressional 
District, which includes all or part of 
Contra Costa, Lake, Napa, Solano and 
Sonoma Counties. He is a senior mem-
ber of the House Committee on Ways and 
Means where he chairs the Subcommittee 
on Select Revenue Measures. Rep. 
Thompson is Chairman of the House Gun 
Violence Prevention Task Force. He is 
also Co-Chair of the bipartisan, bicameral 
Congressional Wine Caucus and a mem-
ber of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog 
Coalition. � H

Be a part of something important
Help bring the local news to Your Neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 
Previous newspaper delivery 
experience a plus but not required.
*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

We are looking for 
families who want 
to deliver the local 
newspaper in your 
neighborhoods.

Provide great customer 
service to our readers 
every Thursday/Friday.

Make money as a family 
effort by working together 
to get the job done.
Earn money to pay those  
growing monthly bills.

Call 916-773-1111
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001903
The following persons are doing 
business as: Shop Le Jour, 643 
Elderberry Loop, Vacaville, CA 
95688. 
Amanda Taylor, 643 Elderberry 
Loop, Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Date Filed in Solano County: 
November 16, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
November 15, 2027. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022 
SHOP 12-23-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001962
The following persons are doing 
business as: James Edward York, 
223 Barcelona Street, Vallejo, CA 
94591. 
James Edward York, 223 
Barcelona Street, Vallejo, CA 
94591-7410. Date Filed in Solano 
County: November 29, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
November 28, 2027. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Dec 16, 23, 30, 2022, Jan 6, 2023 
JAMES 1-6-23

ORDER TO SHOW FOR  
CHANGE OF NAME

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #FCS059143

Pablo Ramirez Jauregui filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Pablo Ramirez Jauregui to Pablo 
Ramirez.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. February 3, 2023, 
9:30 a.m. Department 22, Room 
3, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Alesia Jones
Dated: November 23, 2022
Publish: Dec 16, 23, 30, 2022, Jan 6, 2023 
PABLO 1-6-23
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M E M O R I A L

A life-long Dixon resident, 
Dorothy celebrated her rural 
life, California farming and 
ranching, a multigenerational 
circle of friends and extended 
fami ly  and her  ch i ldren, 
grandchi ldren, and great-
grandchildren, all of whom she 
held close to her heart. She 
loved her 100th birthday party 

last year, and she was equally 
delighted with her birthday 
luncheon this year with a close 
group of family. Maybe it was 
the company, her longevity, 
her brother’s jokes, or the 
delicious dessert she couldn’t 
stop eating. Maybe it was the 
glory of a sunny fall day and 
the chance to go out for a nice 

drive. Perhaps the pride she 
felt to be able to express her 
thoughts and thanks to her 
loved ones made her so happy. 
She died peacefully in her 
sleep about three weeks later 
after a brief illness.

The family will issue a full 
obituary and a schedule for 
services soon.

Voting Mischief, They Did it 
Again, But How?

Commentary by 
Harold Pease, Ph.D.

Ye s ,  e l e c t i o n  m i s -
chief is old news, but with 
new proofs.  (I am using 
words less likely to trig-
ger algorithms for big tech 
censorship).  Sometimes it 
takes a few months to catch 
new methods of manipulat-
ing elections.  For liberty to 
survive we have to stop man-
aged elections and we have 
to punish those corrupting 
them or we will never again 
have an honest election.  

In the 2020 elections 
we now know that mail-in 
ballots, election laws per-
mitting such, multiple days 
to vote, big tech censor-
ship of conservative views 
and candidates, and Chinese 
influence via Dominian vot-
ing machines and Konnech 
administering elections pro-
grams were the primary 
tools of election mischief.  
We have previously pub-
lished on these subjects and 
tools.  In many states these 
methods and tools were still 
in place and used in the 2022 
elections. 

We focus on three of the 
most egregious new, or 
newly discovered, methods 
of fraud: databased latency, 
e lec t ion  manipu la t ion 
using inactive voters, and 
Operation Bronze Griffin a 
secret combination between 
the federal government, via 
FBI, and Facebook. All to 
affect an election.

We begin with databased 
latency as explained by Jay 
Valentine, a noted authority 
on election fraud.  “In a real-
life example, this month, 
we found a county that 
changed 31,500 zip codes, 
yet the voter remained at the 
same address.”  These were 
changed on September 3, 
ballots went out that week. 
Those valid 31,500 bal-
lots are undeliverable but 
retrievable later for their 
use.  On September 15, 
those addresses are qui-
etly changed back. The 
National Change of Address 
Database will not pick up 
those address changes. That 
does not happen because 
there is no history kept 
of this quick change. The 
31,500 citizens were getting 
their mail just fine, except 
for ballots. Ballot addresses 
were driven by the county 
mail-in ballot database. The 
one that was changed, then 

changed back.  The recip-
ient is none the wiser that 
they never received the mail-
in-ballots. They may vote in 
person. Oops, you already 
voted.  Welcome to database 
latency” Many states send 
ballots to everyone allowing 
hundreds of thousand unused 
available to scammers 
(“Here is how they did it: 
Real-time Election Fraud,” 
by Jay Valentine, American 
Thinker, November 30, 
2022).  This is the fraud 
equation “taking place across 
the country…Our teams in 
Wisconsin and Florida are 
discovering this scam by the 
truckload.

How does this method of 
gaming the system work in 
practice?  “The ballot-gath-
ering scammers know about 
latency — it’s their ground 
game!”  They “count the 
in-person votes on elec-
tion day. Count the early 
in-person votes. Shut down 
the system (Atlanta water 
leak, Maricopa County, 
everything). Bring in unde-
liverable ballots gathered 
when you changed vot-
er’s names addresses. zip 
codes, then change them 
back. Determine the votes 
you need to win. Press the 
win button. Wait for the 
Republicans to file law-
suits months later.”  Fait 
Accompli!!

Valent ine  cont inues , 
“floating ballots are the 
lifeblood Democrats need 
to win; and win they will. 
Ballot  gatherers know 
Republicans use dumb 
technology — relational 
databases, SQL, NCOA, 
Melissa, all non-real-time, 
highly latent systems.  Bad 
guys are happy to watch 
Republicans waste time find-
ing ones and twos while the 
real action takes place by the 
thousands, invisible to these 
batch, latency-prone sys-
tems.”  So this is how they 
get away with it (Ibid.).

Next we look at utilizing 
the inactive voters ballots.  
Liz Harrington reported that 
a “Lawsuit filed in Maricopa 
County reveals ‘steroid-like 
injection’ of 225,171, ‘inac-
tive’ voters just before 
November 8.”  This resulted 
in several things: “An inflated 
turnout rate, headaches for 
those deemed ‘inactive’ at the 
polls. possibility of throw-
ing out votes if the arcane 
Election Procedures Manual, 
written by Katie Hobbs, was 
not followed by poll work-
ers who were not trained on 
inactive voters.”  She asked, 
“Who was put on the ‘inac-
tive list? Might they be 
inclined to vote Republican?” 
(Liz  Harr ington@real -
LizUSA, December 1, 2022).  
People who seldom or never 
vote suddenly surfaced, a 
quarter of a million of them 
in one county.  

Operation Bronze Griffin 

is the most serious of our 
disclosed election mischief 
practices because it involves 
a marriage between the fed-
eral government through 
the FBI and Facebook to 
censor a political party and 
potentially all its messag-
ing and messengers and was 
fully operational in both 
the 2020 and 2022 elec-
tions.  The allegations for 
this originated from numer-
ous FBI whistleblowers 
coming forth on their own 
volition to expose their own 
organization of creating 
“a secret Facebook portal 
through which authorities 
can request the deletion of 
alleged misinformation from 
the world’s top social media 
platforms.”  If true, the 
government would be vio-
lating Amendment I of the 
Constitution and such a mar-
riage between government 
and private corporations to 
overthrow an election would 
constitute treason.  

The 1050 paged whis-
tleblowers report claimed 
that FBI leadership demon-
strated a pro-Democrat 
political bias and “alleged 
that it accepts private users 
information from Facebook 
without the user’s consent 
or the legal process. The 
FBI otherwise would need 
to independently pursue such 
user related information. 
Furthermore, according to 
the whistleblowers, the infor-
mation, the types of users 
content Facebook provides, 
have a partisan focus only 
concerning users from one 
side of the political spec-
trum. The FBI’s willingness 
to accept this political speak 
information from Facebook 
outside the routine inves-
tigative pathways further 
t h r e a t e n s  A m e r i c a ’s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s ” 
(“Whistleblowers: What their 
Disclosures Indicate about 
the Politicization of the FBI 
and Justice Department, 
Republican Staff Report, 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
US House of Representatives, 
November 4, 2022).

Serious election mischief 
has and now exists more 
than ever.  It can no longer 
reasonably be denied in 2020 
or in 2022.  America will not 
survive if we don’t demand 
election reform NOW.

Harold Pease is an 
expert on the United States 
Constitution and a syndi-
cated columnist. He has 
dedicated his career to 
studying the writings of 
the Founding Fathers and 
applying that knowledge to 
current events. He taught 
history and political science 
from this perspective for 
over 30 years. Newspapers 
have permission to pub-
lish this column. To read 
more of his weekly arti-
cles, please visit www.
LibertyUnderFire.org� H
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Announcement
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing, 
Trusted by Authors since 
1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://dorrance 
info.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote -Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Fast Free Pickup – Running 
or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! Call 
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884  (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classified
Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! 
DirecTV is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & As-
soc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com TFN

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
480-0769  (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 mil-
lion of the state’s readers who 
are an engaged audience, 
makes our services an indis-
pensable marketing solution. 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Schools/Training
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-877-806-0935 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required. (Cal-SCAN)

Travel/Vacations
Costa Rica Tour 9 Days 
$995. Fully guided tour. In-
cludes all hotels, all meals, 
all activities. Tax, fees extra. 
Call 1-800-CARAVAN. Book 
online at Caravan.com. (Cal-
SCAN) 1223

Wanted to Buy
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 
1-844-910-1960. (Cal-SCAN)

Rental

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

WE BUY TRUST DEEDS
We Purchase and Loan 
on Partial Interests*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour 
with All Meals,  
All Hotels, All Activities.
Hike in jungle rainforests, 
view volcanoes, soak in hot 
springs, cruise biological 
reserves and relax on 
tropical ocean beaches. 
Join the smart shoppers and 
experienced travelers.
1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

Classified 
Advertising
916 773-1111

Work Wanted
Is it time to declutter and clean 
your garage and house? I can 
help! And I prune and weed 
and wash windows. Refer-
ences, College grad. Call Tim, 
916-370-0858.  1230

Visit MPG8.com

Wireless
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. Pre-
mium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. Limited time offer get 
$50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more 
information, call 1-844-908-
0605 (Cal-SCAN)

IndependentVoice.com

Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

Call to place your 
legal advertising legal advertising 

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • VACATION DESTINATIONS

CLUES
ACROSS
1. Walt Whitman’s dooryard 
plant
6. Bag, à Paris
9. Sound of astonishment
13. Smell of baking bread, 
e.g.
14. Self-importance
15. Ma Bell, e.g.
16. List of Catholic saints
17. Bobbsey twin
18. Donor’s bequest
19. *Country to see 
Stonehenge
21. *Country to see 
Neuschwanstein Castle
23. Tokyo, in the olden days
24. Way off freeway
25. Gremlin or pixie
28. Assistant
30. Crunches alternative (2 
words)
35. Mountain lake
37. Thailand, pre-1939
39. Parlor piece
40. *Maldives continent
41. Plaudit and pomp
43. Unadulterated
44. Child-eating daemon, 
Greek mythology
46. Red carpet purse
47. Pelvic bones
48. Gives way under force
50. Like acne-prone skin
52. Pose a question
53. Letter opener
55. Morse code dash
57. *Grand Canyon state
61. *Broadway state
65. Loaded
66. Marbled bread
68. Bad car
69. South Pacific sailboats
70. “____ Milk?”
71. Related on mother’s side
72. Unload on eBay
73. Gilligan’s home
74. Tap, e.g.

DOWN
1. Spike, as in punch
2. Iraq’s neighbor
3. Like a maxi skirt
4. Soap plant
5. *One of two countries to see 
Niagara Falls
6. Mail a package
7. Agha, alt. sp.
8. Gloria Estefan’s hit
9. Disease-causing organism
10. One of algae
11. Diagnostic test
12. One-trick ungulate?
15. Sluggish
20. ____-canceling earbuds
22. Ambulance squad, acr.
24. RE/MAX agent, e.g.
25. *Amalfi Coast country
26. Kenyan tribesman
27. Amazon “club”
29. Vegas cube
31. Cone-shaped quarters
32. Throat dangler
33. *Mona Lisa city
34. Go stealthily
36. Nervous biting victim
38. *Haleakalã island
42. Accent mark
45. Software plug-ins
49. Barack Obama, pre-pres.
51. Wailed
54. Frustration, in a comic book
56. Laughing African predator

57. *Swiss or Italian skiing 
destination
58. Steak option
59. “White Wedding” Billy
60. Eagerness
61. Post-deductions amount
62. Yemen’s neighbor
63. College cadet program
64. ACL location
67. Uncle Sam wanted this

Follow Us for Local News Follow Us for Local News 
and So Much Moreand So Much More
Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
Twitter:  @MPG8dotcom

Messenger Publishing Group
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Thank A Veteran Today

Thhankank
A Veteran

Today

Riley Reviews
THE HOLIDAY SEASON TAKES 
ITS FINAL LAST STAND ON TV 

A Film and TV 
Review by Tim Riley

CHRISTMAS MAGIC 
ON TCM AND LIFETIME

Turner Classic Movies’ Christmas mar-
athon ends on Christmas day with 1949’s 
“Holiday Affair,” which may not be seen 
as truly in the Christmas spirit as what 
one may find on the Hallmark Channel.

Interestingly enough, TCM announced 
its holiday marathon by noting that 
“Christmas movie,” means different 
things to different people.  After all, 
many argue that “Die Hard” is a 
Christmas movie, and throw in “Bad 
Santa” for good measure.

According to TCM, the Christmas 
movie label is subject to personal defi-
nition because Christmas films have not 
historically comprised a distinct genre.  
For some fans, the mere appearance of 
the season onscreen, no matter how brief, 
will suffice for the holiday spirit.

Growing in popularity over the years, 
“Holiday Affair” stars Robert Mitchum 
and Janet Leigh, who was just 22 at the 
time.  The film was clearly an attempt by 
RKO Studios to capitalize on the success 
of “Miracle on 34th Street.”

Like that 1947 classic, “Holiday Affair” 
centers on a single working mother with 
a young child in Manhattan.  Both films 
prominently incorporate department 
stores and their owners, and devote much 
time to their child characters.

But while “Miracle” touches on fan-
tasy and the explores our inner-child, 
“Holiday Affair” is geared more toward 
adults, and adult relationship issues.  

Leigh’s Connie Ennis, a young war 
widow, finds herself having to choose 
between two men: rugged, free-spir-
ited Mitchum’s Steve Mason and more 
traditional, steady Wendell Corey’s 
Carl Davis.

Simmering under the surface is 
Connie’s continuing heartbreak over 
having lost her husband, and “Holiday 
Affair’s” Christmastime setting is key to 
emphasizing the importance of family.

The Lifetime Channel is another source 
of holiday programming.  “The Holiday 
Dating Game” finds dating coach and 
aspiring book author Abigale Slater 
(Maria Menounos) close to making her 
lifelong dream come true, but with a 
catch that ties into Christmas.

Abigale has completed her first book, 
a how-to-guide for dating in today’s 
modern world, and is ready to become a 
published author.  However, her publisher 
Jack (Steve Vinovich) won’t proceed with 
the deal without knowing that her advice 
actually works.

Before he has a chance to say no, 
Abigale proposes that she prove the rules 
work by using them herself and making 
a man fall for her by Christmas Eve in 
12 days.  

Although Abigale has never seen love 
as a priority for herself, she sets out to 
find someone who will tumble quickly 

enough into ardor to get this book 
in print.  

Things change when Abigale meets 
Michael Ryan (Brent Bailey), and her sin-
gle-minded mission takes an unexpected 
turn.  While following her own advice, 
Abigale discovers the romance of her 
dreams.  And just like that, “The Holiday 
Dating Game” becomes a Christmas 
movie.

If you have ever visited New Orleans, 
you know they like to celebrate every-
thing, from a Saints victory to Mardi Gras 
to Halloween.  They even have march-
ing brass bands for funeral processions 
through the French Quarter.

Lifetime’s “A New Orleans Noel” 
weaves the Christmas theme into the lives 
of Grace Hill (Keshia Knight Pulliam) 
and Anthony Brown (Brad James), both 
of whom went to college to study archi-
tecture together.

But they could not be more different, 
and their lives took them on completely 
different paths.  However, when they’re 
both hired for a job at the home of Loretta 
Brown (Patti LaBelle), a New Orleans 
praline icon, they end working together at 
Christmas.

When Anthony and his family discover 
that Grace will be celebrating Christmas 
alone, they invite her to take part in their 
traditions and celebrations.  

Soon, fiercely independent Grace 
begins to learn the importance of family 
and community, while modern Anthony 
learns to embrace tradition and the magic 
of Christmas.

But when Grace is offered a new job far 
away from New Orleans, she’ll have to 
decide whether to go, or follow her heart. 
Well, does the heart believe the Crescent 
City is a romantic place?

New Orleans is often referred to as one 
of the most romantic cities in the nation, 
and according to the tourist bureau that’s 
no surprise given the beauty of the city’s 
architecture, gorgeous views, and can-
dlelit bistros.

If New Orleans is a city for lovers, then 
tune into “A New Orleans Noel” to see 
if that notion, as well as some Christmas 
magic, holds true or not for Grace.

An essential part of holiday fun is 
indulging in the gastronomical pleasures 
of such staples as turkey and gravy, baked 
ham, mashed potatoes, and gingerbread. 
Some may like fruitcake, but I call those 
people lunatics.

In any event, Lifetime’s “A Recipe for 
Joy” brings food into the equation when 
ambitious culinary correspondent Carly 
Hayes (Erin Agostino) gets a shot at her 
own TV show.

She’s sent to Angel Heights to help 
chef Grant Quinn (Dillon Casey) reopen 
his family’s beloved diner and film it as a 
holiday television special.

Thanks to Carly, Grant will not only 
reopen his restaurant, but most probably 
his heart too.  And that’s how you get a 
recipe for romance during Christmas.� H
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Wait Until the 
Time is Right

Dear Dave,
Is it even worth it to buy 

a house these days? I’ve 
always been told buying 
a house is the adult thing 
to do and that it’s a great 
investment, but I can’t find 
anything decent and livable 
in my area for less than 
$350,000. My wife and I 
are debt-free, and we’re 
expecting our first baby in 
January. I was hoping to 
get your advice.

– Craig
Dear Craig,
I can understand how 

things might feel a little 
hopeless in your current 
situation. You’re proba-
bly feeling the weight of 
the responsibility a new 
life brings to the picture. 
Things are getting real 
really fast, aren’t they? 
Believe me, I get it.

The truth is you may not 
be ready to buy a house 
today. And that’s okay. 
Having a new baby on the 
horizon doesn’t mean you 
have to run out and buy a 
home. That little boy or girl 
isn’t going to know the dif-
ference between a house and 
an apartment for a long time. 
Right now, giving your child 
a safe, loving environment is 
the most important thing.

Now, looking down the 
road, is owning a house 
worth it? Yes. But it’s not 
worth doing it at the wrong 
time or in a stupid way. 
You first need to make sure 
the income is there. Then, 
you need an emergency 
fund of three to six months 
of expenses in place along 
with a strong down pay-
ment. So, what if you don’t 
buy a home for another two 
or three years? Home buying 
should always be done with 
patience and wisdom.

There are two or three 
things that make buying 
a home a great long-term 
investment versus renting 
your whole life:

Rents go up every year. 
If you lock in a good, fixed-
rate mortgage, that payment 

will stay the same.
The value of your home 

will increase. When you 
rent, you don’t own your 
residence, and you won’t 
benefit from the value of it 
going up.

Our study of 10,000 mil-
lionaires showed that most 
say two things were inte-
gral parts of their ability to 
build wealth: Good retire-
ment investments and a 
paid-off home.

A house is a great 
wealth-building tool, and 
it can also stabilize the 
biggest line item in your 
budget – housing.

God bless you guys, 
Craig!

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of “The 
Ramsey Show,” heard by 
more than 18 million lis-
teners. He has appeared on 
“Good Morning America,” 
“CBS This Morning,” 
“Today,” Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business and many 
more. Since 1992, He also 
serves as CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions.� H

Dave Ramsey Says 

Almond Growers Hope for a Better 
2023, after ‘Toughest’ Year

California’s almond sector is hoping 
for a more prosperous 2023 after a year 
of drought, water shortages, supply chain 
disruptions and inflationary pressures. 
Almond Board of California President 
and CEO Richard Waycott told the orga-
nization’s 50th annual conference in 
Sacramento that this year was “probably 
the toughest we’ve had as an industry.” 
California’s almond acreage decreased in 
2022 for the first time in more than 25 
years, with some growers toppling trees 
due to the third year of drought.

Demand Returning for Dairy 
Products, Despite Increased Costs

Demand for California dairy products 
is increasing as normal for the holi-
day season, despite inflation that has 
spiked costs of many dairy offerings. 
While general inflation in 2022 reached 
a 40-year high of 8.5%, dairy products 
experienced far-higher price increases. 
Butter, for example, was up by more 
than 26% in October compared to a year 
ago. Despite higher prices, movement 
of dairy products has been picking up in 
recent months, as holiday-season bak-
ing boosts sales, according to the Dairy 
Institute of California. 

Firms Help Farmers Transition 
to Organic Production

California Certified Organic Farmers 
and other organic certifiers are helping 
growers with paperwork, inspections and 
logistics to transition to organic produc-
tion. To be certified as organic growers, 
producers must go through a three-year 
transition in which they stop using syn-
thetic fertilizers, pesticides or other 
prohibited materials. During the tran-
sition, their crops can’t command price 
premiums of organic products. The num-
ber of U.S. farms transitioning to organic 
has dropped 71% since 2008. 
Researchers Study Light Spectrum 

for Pairing Crops with Solar Panels
University of California, Davis, 

researchers are studying the efficiency 
of agrivoltaics, in which crops are grown 
in the shade of solar panels. In a study 
published in the journal Earth’s Future, 
researchers found that certain parts of 
the light spectrum are better for growing 
plants, while other parts are best suited 
for solar production. Their analysis sug-
gests that solar energy is produced more 
efficiently with the blue part of the light 
spectrum, while the red part is better for 
plants. The research could help improve 
solar and crop production systems.� H
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NATIONAL NEWS  courtesy of THE EPOCH TIMES 

AUTUMN SPREDEMANN

As the snow flies and tempera-
tures plummet, regulatory agen-
cies and analysts alike warn that 
residents in multiple U.S. states 
are at an elevated risk of danger-
ous winter blackouts.

States such as Texas and 
North Carolina, and also the 
Great Lakes and New England 
regions are in the highest risk 
category, according to a report 
from the North American Elec-
tric Reliability Council (NERC).

Meanwhile, a “large portion” 
of the U.S. power grid is at risk 
of insufficient electricity sup-
plies during peak winter condi-
tions, the agency concluded in 
the same analysis.

Although climate change 
advocates claim that severe 
weather events are the prima-
ry culprit, energy insiders say 
tight fuel supplies and an out-
dated electric grid play a critical 
role in potential blackouts.

Conservative estimates this 
year put the cost of critical 
power grid and infrastructure 
upgrades at $4 trillion, with 
the use of supplemental nucle-
ar power; the price tag jumps 
another $500 million without 
nuclear energy.

The Biden administration 
approved a $13 billion stopgap 
measure on Nov. 18 to “modern-
ize and expand” the power grid. 
However, people in the energy 
industry say it will take months 
or years for U.S. residents to see 
the difference.

Falling Behind
“There is a significant gap to 
upgrade aging grid infrastruc-
ture to meet net-zero mandates 
and maintain reliability, and we 
are running out of time,” ana-

lyst Kim Getgen told The Epoch 
Times.

Getgen is the CEO and found-
er of Innovation Force, which 
tackles complex issues such as 
America’s energy crisis. She 
says the Biden administration’s 
infrastructure investment is a 
good start, but it’s exactly that, 
just a start.

“Upgrading aging infrastruc-
ture, system hardening, and re-
silience measures while com-
plying with the evolving set of 
new cyber and physical security 
threats will require even more 
investment,” Getgen said.

She added that the American 
Society of Civil Engineers gave 
the U.S. power grid a C- grade 
on its 2021 Infrastructure Re-
port Card.

Getgen maintains that a 
greater level of investment is 
needed, saying, “we can’t main-
tain the millions of miles of 
distribution and transmission 
lines that deliver the power, and 
we can’t harness the potential 
of renewable clean power.”

And although upgrades are 
crucial, some energy specialists 
say the U.S. electrical grid won’t 
become efficient overnight, or 
even by next winter.

“It’s important to remember 
that something as complex as 
the electricity grid takes time 
to change,” Ted Kury, director 
of energy studies at the Univer-
sity of Florida, told The Epoch 
Times.

Working in the university’s 
Public Utility Research Center, 
Kury says the regulatory pro-
cess for new utility projects 
moves slowly, no matter how 
much money is thrown at it.

“It’s a process with numerous 
safeguards, but that also means 
it takes more time. It’s reason-

Americans Face 
Elevated Winter 
Power Outage Risks 
From Tight Fuel 
Supplies, Faltering 
Grid: Report

able to think that we’ll start 
seeing impacts in the next few 
years,” he said.

Eric  Hendrick, senior con-
sultant in risk management at 
Customized Energy Solutions, 
agreed with Kury’s assessment.

“Given the politics involved in 
any legislation, it’ll take some 
time before any of these funds 
trickle down to the states that 
need the funds,” Hendrick told 
The Epoch Times.

During a press statement, 
John Moura, the director of re-
liability assessment for NERC, 
said there are “more areas at 
risk” of blackouts this winter 
amid power generation and fuel 
supply challenges.

U.S. Secretary of Energy Jen-
nifer Granholm also noted in 
a November brief that 70 per-
cent of the nation’s power grid 
is more than 25 years old.

Grid upgrades aside, strained 
natural gas and coal supplies 
are also, quite literally, fueling 
higher power-outage risks.

Fuel Factor
Not only are millions of Ameri-
cans facing a greater risk of los-
ing power this winter, they’ll 
also be paying more for energy.

Homes that run on natural 
gas can expect to pay 28 percent 
more. For those using heating 
oil, a 27 percent price spike is 
expected, and a 10 percent in-
crease is likely for households 
that rely on electricity alone 
for heat.

The increases are due to a 
combination of higher market 
prices and demand, according 
to an Energy Information Ad-
ministration analysis.

And with the continued push 
toward Biden’s net-zero ener-

gy goals, an additional 11,778 
megawatts of coal generation 
was retired in 2022. Meanwhile, 
the demand burden has shift-
ed heavily toward natural gas, 
which is already encountering 
supply issues.

“This problem will be dif-
ficult to address in the short 
term. ... Keep in mind gas stor-
age is currently 89 BCF below 
last year’s level and 86 BCF 
below the five-year average,” 
Hendrick said.

He noted that low levels of 
natural gas storage and a lack 
of transportation infrastruc-
ture in the northeastern United 
States would likely create “vola-
tile scenarios” with just 10 to 
12 days of colder-than-normal 
weather.

Nevertheless, the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission 
predicts a 24 percent increase 
in net natural gas exports for 
the 2022–2023 withdrawal sea-
son.

And then there’s the coal 
conundrum. With fewer gen-
erating facilities and sporadic 
supply-chain disruptions in 
2022, NERC asserts that coal 
has “limited stocks and resup-
ply uncertainty” this winter.

Kury says 2021 saw a spike in 
coal consumption for electrical 
power. This year has seen an 
overall decrease in demand, but 
it doesn’t shore up with dimin-
ished reserves.

“It’s still impacting coal 
stockpiles at power plants,” 
Kury said.

“When you also consider that 
coal is delivered by rail, and 
rail transportation has been 
impacted by labor disputes, it 
reinforces the need to get more 
fuel to power plants.”

MARK TAPSCOTT

House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy (R-Calif.) has told Re-
publican colleagues that if he’s 
elected Speaker of the House, 
he’ll support the restoration of a 
controversial legislative tool used 
by Congress to reduce or elimi-
nate salaries for specific executive 
branch programs and employees.

Multiple congressional sources 
confirmed to The Epoch Times 
on Dec. 15 that McCarthy told 
members of the House Republi-
can Conference on Dec. 14 that he 
will back reviving the rule, which 
could potentially strengthen con-
gressional oversight.

McCarthy’s agreement on the 
Holman Rule appears to be a 
move in his continuing effort to 
gain sufficient support to be elect-
ed House speaker on Jan. 3, when 
the 118th Congress takes office.

There will be 222 Republicans in 
the House and 212 Democrats, so, 
assuming all members are present 
for the speaker vote, McCarthy 
must gain the votes of at least 
218 House members. A dissident 
group led by Rep. Andy Biggs (R-
Ariz.) claims to have enough votes 
to prevent a McCarthy speaker-
ship.

Members of the conservative 
House Freedom Caucus (HFC) 

have pushed for the rule’s return 
as a condition of the 42-member 
group’s support for McCarthy’s 
bid to become speaker. However, 
McCarthy has balked at agreeing 
to another proposed rule change 
that would make it easier for an 
individual representative to force 
a new speaker election.

McCarthy has hinted recently 
that he might be agreeable to a 
modified rule requiring some 
number of House members to 
support the action rather than a 
lone lawmaker. Adoption of such 
a rule, even in a modified form, 
could significantly reduce the 
power of the speaker to enforce 
caucus discipline.

The Holman Rule was first 
adopted shortly before the Civil 
War and since then has had an on-
again, off-again tenure. The previ-
ous House Republican majority, 
led by then-Speaker Paul Ryan 
(R-Wis.), brought the rule back 
in 2017 after it was rescinded by 
Speaker Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill 
(D-Mass.) in 1983.

Congress has the “power of the 
purse” authority under Article 1 
of the Constitution and can thus 
increase, decrease, or eliminate 
any federal spending if the Senate 
and House agree, but the presi-
dent must also agree, so the rule’s 
application is rarely easy.

McCarthy to Support Revival of Holman Rule 
That Strengthens Congress Against Bureaucrats

The Holman Rule provides an 
exception to the long-standing 
House rule against including any-
thing in appropriations legislation 
other than spending provisions.

The HFC contends that bring-
ing the rule back is needed to put 
muscle in congressional oversight 
of the policies and programs of 
President Joe Biden.

“Congress has the tools in its 
arsenal to hold the Biden Admin-
istration accountable—if we acti-
vate them. Democrats eliminated 
the ‘Holman Rule’ when they took 
the House because it allows Mem-
bers to make targeted spending 
cuts in appropriations funding 
bills by slashing the funding of 
specific federal programs or cut-

An electric 
generator in 
Houston on 
June 9, 2022. 
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Ranking member 
Rep. James Comer 
(R-Ky.) at a hearing 
with the House 
Committee on 
Oversight and 
Reform in the 
Rayburn House 
Office Building in 
Washington, on 
Nov. 16, 2021. 

ting the salaries of individual 
federal employees (e.g., Dr. An-
thony Fauci). Republicans must 
reimplement the Holman Rule,” 
the HFC stated in its rules change 
proposal.

Likely incoming House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform 
Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.) 
is enthusiastic about the prospect 
of potentially having the Holman 
Rule available to House Repub-
licans.

“We have bureaucrats and 
agencies all over Washington, 
D.C. that are answering to no 
one. They’re trying to enact their 
own ideologies on the will of the 
private sector, on the will of the 
taxpayers, and they, thus far, 
haven’t been held accountable,” 
Comer told Just the News.

“That’ll give us the tools in the 
toolbox, when we do an appro-
priations bill, to actually pinpoint 
that particular employee of the 
federal government and erase 
their salary, cut their salary down 
or maybe lower it down to $1. I 
don’t know what the exact rule 
will be, but make it very hard on 
them to where they’re basically 
no longer employed there. So 
that’s something that you have 
to have if you’re serious about 
providing oversight and actually 
holding people accountable.”

After House Republicans had 
the House majority and rein-
stated the Holman Rule in 2017, 
a half-dozen attempts were made 
to utilize it in the form of amend-
ments to appropriations legisla-
tion, but all of the attempts failed.

BRANDON BELL/GETTY IMAGES

There is a 
significant 
gap to 
upgrade 
aging grid 
infrastructure 
to meet 
net-zero 
mandates 
and maintain 
reliability, 
and we are 
running out 
of time.

Kim Getgen, analyst 
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

MEDICAL SERVICES

(530) 662-0295
culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY PROPANE

SMALL GROUPS MEET THROUGHOUT THE WEEK.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Mike Bates - Associate Pastor

185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Sunday Services 
Adult Bible Study 9:00 am 

Worship 10:30 am
With Kids and nursery programs available

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

WEEKLY COMICS
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"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM


