
Story and photos  
by Debra Dingman

 
DIXON, CA (MPG) - At the last City 
Planning Commission meeting, Two 
Quick Quack Car Washes- sought 
Design Reviews for its 3,358 sq. ft. 

carwash along with a smaller build-
ing and two large canopy areas for 
car drying plus a trash enclosure. 

They were approved to go out on 
the Highway Commercial-zoned 
parcel next to Denny’s on the cor-
ner of Stratford and North Lincoln 

and at 220 Dorset Court which 
is the small street leading into  
Cattlemen’s Restaurant.

The first location met with an orga-
nized resistance from the neighbors 
of Allison Courts and one on Renee, 
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Bringing Sparkle to Dixon

Story and photo  
by Debra Dingman

DIXON,  CA (MPG)  - 
Sparkling as much as 
the Christmas tree lights 
will be the eyes of the 
Dixon Dancers at their 
annual Winter Showcase 
December 17 and 18 at 
the Dixon High School 
Community Theater on 
the school campus, 555 
College Way.

This year it is called 
Hometown Holiday and 
there will be three per-
formances on Saturday 
at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. and 
another on Sunday at 1 
p.m. The show will fea-
ture about 120 dancers in a 
variety of styles including 
Tap, Jazz, Ballet, Hip Hop, 
Modern Contemporary, 

Acro Jazz (tumbling,) 
Musical Theater,  Pre 
Ballet, Pre-Hip Hop, Tap/
Jazz Combo, and more.

“It’s live entertainment 
and we’re really proud of 
our show,” said teacher 
and choreographer Morgan 
Kate Hicks.”

“We want a fun atmo-
sphere for our dancers, 
but we want everyone to 
get a professional experi-
ence. Some of our students 
want to go on and become 
performers.” Students are 
aged 3 to 17-years-old and 
practice almost daily.

Some students just want 
to have fun--like those in 
the mom’s class called 
Adult Jazz Funk Class.

“It’s a lot of fun,” said 
Hicks.

It'\’s a given that dancing 

is a great form of exer-
cise, and experts say that 
a love of dance from an 
early age can help motivate 
children to stay active as 
they grow into adults but 
there are many other ben-
efits to those happy feet 
including socialization, 
creativity, and cognitive 
development.

“Dance definitely does 
wonders for their confi-
dence, too, because they 
have to learn a new rou-
tine monthly and they have 
to perform in front of an 
audience twice a year. It's 
a sport to learn a whole 
new routine frequently,”-
said Crystal Rico who has 
a 9-year-old in the classes 
and an older daughter that 
grew up in dance there 
as well.

“It happens all the time 
that the kids who are 
so quiet come alive on 
stage,”said Hicks. That 
inner joy was evident on 
the young dancer’s faces as 
they darted here and there 
while performing at the 
Veterans Memorial Hall 
Saturday.

“It also keeps them 
active, which I love 
because every single week 
they practice 45 minutes 
to an hour and one of the 
things that I love being, so 
it creates a second family. 
The teachers are so warm 
and caring, which creates 
a home away from home 
and they go through life 
together and create bonds 
that last a lifetime,” Rico 
said. “The Elite Team 

Dixon Dancers perform at last week's Festival of Trees as a warmup to their Winter Showcase, 'Hometown Holiday,' this 
Saturday and Sunday at Dixon High School Theater.

City Planners Approve Car Washes

Plans for two Quick Quack Car Washes have been approved for Dixon that will look like this one on Leisure Town Road in Vacaville. 

Ernest, Janisch 
Sworn In; 

Bogue Next 
Story and photo  
by Debra Dingman

 
DIXON, CA (MPG) - It should 
feel like he’s returning to 
his old stomping grounds 
when former council-
man/former mayor Thom 
Bogue takes the dais again 
in January. He will offi-
cially be sworn in this 
time as District 2 Council 
Representative at the first 
city council meeting of the 
year Tuesday, January 3, 
2023, at 7 p.m.

This was all deter-
mined after the last council 
meeting on December 6 
concluded.

At that meeting and 
after some confusion 
over the Brown Act and 
proper notice to the public, 
Administrative City Clerk 
Lupe Ruiz read the resolu-
tion to accept the election 
results and have only City 
Council District 1 win-
ner Jim Ernest and Elected 
City Clerk Kristen Janisch. 
raise their hands to recite 
the Oath of Office.

For District 2, the win-
ner by 20 votes was 
Bogue but challenger 
Scott Pederson had asked 
for a recount, so the orig-
inal agenda listing Bogue 
had to change. Pederson 
s topped the  recount 
at 4 p.m., on Tuesday, 
December 6, the day of 
the City Council meeting, 
but too late for any agenda 
changes to be given proper 
legal notice per the Brown 
Act. When Pederson halted 
the recount, Bogue then 
became officially elected 
to District 2.

District 3 Rep Kevin 
Johnson thanked and 
appreciated everyone who 
ran as they upheld “our 
democratic process” and 
he congratulated the win-
ners. Councilman Ernest 
said he enjoyed working 
with outgoing Councilman 
Pederson.

“I have served this com-
munity for the last ten 
years and my decision to 
have a recount of an elec-
tion was actually my right,” 
Pederson said, adding that 
the reason he called for it 
was that “Ten percent of 
the vote that was cast was 
uncounted, meaning there 
could be something wrong 
with those items in ques-
tion. Unfortunately, there 
are people in this commu-
nity who outright blasted 
me for my actions. This 
is the responsibility of the 
public to vote.”

Pederson was “aston-
ished” at the number of 
people who turned in bal-
lots that had votes for 
judges and distant officials, 
but clearly no votes for 
either of the local District 
2 candidates.

“I appreciate that I had 
this opportunity to do the 
recount,” Pederson said. 
“The cost was on me, 
not on the taxpayer, and I 
wanted to make sure every 
single person had their 
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Community Christmas
The churches of Dixon are joining 

together to host a Community Christmas 
Gathering on Saturday, December 24 from 
5 to 5:30 p.m. so be prompt if you want to 
be part of this first-time group gathering. 
It will take place at the new Pardi Plaza 
stage in downtown Dixon.

School Break
Dixon Unified School Students will 

be out of school for three weeks starting 
December 19 through January 6 so if you 
want to send them to Grandma's house, 
that would be a good time. If you consider 
the Saturday after they are out through 
the Sunday before they go back, there is a 
total of 22 days out of the education grind. 
Neighborhood Christian School's break 
begins the same day as DUSD, but they 
are due back on Wednesday, January 4, 
2023.

Historical Plaques
Regarding the downtown historical 

plaques that is spear-headed by District 
4 Representative Don Hendershot gave 
an update: “We’re still trying to get prop-
erty owners to sign a a right of entry and 
release of liability form and had to track 
two this morning,” he said. “Connie 
Lewis and Angela Meisenheimer and I 
will meet up with Gary Archer next. It’s 
a steady process and taking longer than I 
anticipated but the Historical Society and 
DDBA are involved and helping.”

Crossing Danger?
Another one of the topics discussed 

recently by City Council had to deal with 
a “dangerous” intersection on Fourth and 
A Streets near John Knight Middle School 
that has been brought up before and thus 
far, there is no resolution, explained 
District 4 Council Representative Don 
Hendershot.

Some people want a stop sign, and 
some aren't in favor, according to City 
Engineer Deborah Barr, who is also Chief 
of Facilities.

“I remember being on the planning com-
mission when that was brought up,” said 
Hendershot. “I don't know if it just got to 
a point and then stopped but allegedly a 
woman almost got hit. I'm not so sure that 
the stop sign is the answer. I suggested 
lighted crosswalks so you're not impeding 
traffic all day. The Councilman has asked 
Chief Robert Thompson and Barr to check 
into that.

“I'm not giving up, but I don't forget and 
if I start something, I will see it through,” 
he said.

Ugly Sweater
Atkinson Self Storage has announced 

an Ugly Sweater Contest that can save 
you $100 off your monthly storage rental 
if you win. Your job is to wear your ugly 
sweater in their office at 1800 North First 
Street and they’ll take a picture and you’ll 
be in the contest.

Veterans Dinner
Tonight, Friday, December 16, the 

menu features a steak dinner with a baked 
potato, green beans and a roll for $17 at 
the Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 North 
First Street across from DuPratt Ford. 
It starts at 6 p.m. and cost is $10 each 
meal. Funds support the hall and veteran 
endeavors.

Meetings Cancelled
City Meetings have been cancelled due 

to the holidays. They are the City Planning 
Commission on Tuesday, December 13, 
City Council on Tuesday, December 20, 
the Transportation Advisory Commission 
on Wednesday, December 21, and the 
Parks & Recreation Commission on 
December 27. They resume in January.� H

By Debra Dingman
 

The other morning when I 
was simply getting ready 
for work but listening to 
Christmas music, a wave 
of sorrow hit me over the 
recent loss of my brother. 
I cried off all the mas-
cara I had just applied and 
didn’t care. I sunk onto 
the edge of the bed and let 
it roll out of me.

Over the past few 
weeks, I’ve spoken with 
a friend who lost a daugh-
ter and grandchild in a car 
accident. Another friend's 
father recently died. And 
I’ve stayed close with 
my brother’s wife so we 
grieve together.

But grief seems to be 
more intense over the 
holidays. We miss these 
people who were so much 
a part of our lives and 
must face the fact that we 
will not have them phys-
ically with us anymore. 
Our lives will never be  
the same.

“It hurts so bad. Will it 
ever go away?” one asks. 
I like what my kind neigh-
bor, Jeanne, said when I 
asked her about mourn-
ing. “It never goes away 
but you get used to it.”

I know talking with 
loved ones helps a lot and 
with my sister, we often 

wind up laughing over 
something, for example, 
and I feel I helped her by 
being there to listen, and 
maybe lifting her mood…
and it helps me.

But watch out for get-
ting too tired from holiday 
gatherings or events. You 
can go to them but just 
don’t stay too long or 
take a pass altogether if 
you want. Fatigue doesn't 
mix well with grief. 
Sometimes people feel 
guilty that they are hav-
ing fun but I know two 
different feelings can 
coexist--like being happy 
but sad, too.

It may be tempting to 
numb yourself with alco-
hol or drugs but then 
there is always the day 
after when your more 
reasonable self is out of 
commission to deal with 
difficult emotions.

Keeping family tradi-
tions might help you feel 
like you are honoring your 
loved one or you may 
decide to start something 
new. I set up a glass shelf 
in my living room cabinet 
with my favorite pictures 
of my brother. It’s not a 
shrine or anything but 
it’s my way of honoring  
his memory.

Pay attention to your 
feelings and acknowledge 

them. It takes a very long 
time to get on with life 
sometimes and that is 
okay. Just remember to 
keep taking care of your-
self by taking walks, 
breathing deep, enjoying a 
hot shower.

Do something for some-
one else. Bringing joy 
to someone else’s life 
also brings it to yours. 
For my dear friend in 
Tennessee who lost her 
mother this past summer, I 
made her a picture frame 
with a little help from  
Walmart photos. 

The larger picture was 
of her and her mom hold-
ing hands in the hospital. 
The smaller photo was 
a tender picture of her 
and her mom together, 
and then another smaller 
photo of her parents at 
their wedding. The words 
‘Forever in our hearts’ 
were along the bottom. 
She loved it. It was a dou-
ble Christmas gift as I got 
the gift of happiness.

You can also volunteer 
or donate socks and blan-
kets to the needy or senior 
shut-ins.

Just know that there 
is  a lways help and 
although reaching out 
may be difficult, the clos-
est of friendships often  
start there.� H

SHORT 
Life’s too

Continued from page 1

Adrian Coulson, Band and Choir Director at Dixon High School, led the school choir in 
Christmas carols and holiday songs at the recent Festival of Trees. Photo by Debra Dingman

Dixon News Briefs

Hurting Through the Holidays

CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309

goes every holiday and gives back to the 
community. They are the ones you see per-
forming at Festival of Trees and at assisted 
living facilities--five to ten homes a year. 
It brings so much joy to them and I love 
to see the kids live out their passion,” she 
added.

Studio owner Amy Forrest-Stokes is 
teaching and choreographing along with 
other dance instructors Staci Forrest, 
Jeanne Jacobson, Baylee Poole, Justina 
Thiessen, Lexi Cardinale, Kiana Valeriote, 
Savannah Grant, and Hicks, who has been 

teaching over five years.
“Many of our instructors are moms of 

our dancers. In fact, several of the classes 
are taught by previous students so it’s 
a real family atmosphere,” said Hicks. 
“I’ve loved dance since I was a kid at 
Dixon Dance Studio and I always wanted 
to be a teacher.”

Tickets for the Winter Showcase 
are $14 and can be purchased online at 
ddshometownholiday.eventbrite.com. 
The studio is located at 1910 North 
Lincoln, next to KUIU. Phone is (707) 
678-8881.� H

Dancers Bring Sparkle to Dixon Stage

vote count." He then chastised people who 
had said disconcerting things about him on 
social media.

Ernest and Janisch were then sworn 
into their positions by Administrative City 
Clerk Ruiz.

“I really appreciate the opportunity to 
get to know this community,” Janisch said. 
“After the [original] appointment, it’s been 
an honor to serve and engage and to truly 
get to know the community I am thrilled 
to embrace.”

In another discussion, artwork on the 
tiles on the back of the stage for the Pardi 

Plaza was presented by Madeline Graf, 
Public Information Officer for the City, 
and discussed by Dixon Historical Society 
President Kim Evans who worked with 
Diane Schroeder and Maria Cornejo to 
narrow down the selection to 50 pictures. 
They were of people, houses, and churches 
in black and white as well as color.

After discussion of using captions on 
each of the photos, numbering the pic-
tures and then placing a legend on the side 
or nearby wall or including a QR code so 
people could hear a recording from their 
phones what each picture was about. The 
QR code idea was chosen.� H

Ernest, Janisch Sworn In;
Bogue Next 

Elected City Clerk Kristen Janisch and re-elected Councilman Jim Ernest.

Continued from page 1
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New Sports Achievers Inducted to Hall of Fame
By Debra Dingman

 
DIXON, CA (MPG) - At the 
annual Dixon Hall of 
Fame Dinner, which is 
hosted by a group of ded-
icated volunteers on a 
mission to raise funds 
for the athletic programs 
at Dixon High School, 
ten high achievers and 
an entire basketball team 
were added to the long list 
of prestigious inductees.

“Thousands of dol-
lars are raised each year 
[from the dinner] and 
those funds have bought 
uniforms, equipment, 
and signs,” said orga-
nizer Linda Barrett who 
explained the group was 
formed to keep alive 
school traditions and to 
honor those persons who 
have excelled in one or 
more high school athletic 
programs. “We are trying 
to bring back the spirit of 
Dixon we grew up with,” 
she added.

Here’s a brief about the 
inductees:

J o h n  W a t s o n 
‘Watsie’Kilkenny Jr., 
Class of 1949, was a life-
long Dixon resident and 
big supporter of sports in 
the community. He was 
a 3-sport athlete during 
his time at Dixon High 
School participating in 

football, basketball and 
basebal and had numerous 
achievements. He was the 
quarterback all four years 
and was appointed as team 
captain in his junior and 
senior year. He was part 
of the Class A Champions 
for football and one of 
the leaders of the Hall of 
Fame 1947 Championship 
football team and again 
the SCAL championship 
team in 1948. He owned 
and operated Farmers 
Exchange in Dixon for  
35 years.

Marvin Van Curen, 
Class of 1958, was nick-
n a m e d  “ M a r v e l o u s 
Marv” during his time 
at Dixon High School. 
He was a highly touted 
two-sport athlete in base-
ball and basketball. He 

was a three-year varsity 
baseball player and was 
selected to the all-league 
team his senior year. He 
was nationally recog-
nized for his offensive 
play and named to the Far 
Western Conference All-
Star Team two years in 
a row. After college, the 
Dodgers offered him a 
professional baseball con-
tract that he ultimately 
turned down due to family 
commitments.

George Shields, also 
known as ‘Butch,’ Class 
of 1969, was a stand-
out three-sport athlete 
participating in basket-
ball, football and track. 
In track and football, he 
helped lead both teams 
to back-to-back league 
championships. During 
his senior year, Butch was 
selected to the football 
All-League Team as an 
offensive end and named 
to the Sacramento Valley 
All-Star Team for the 13th 
Annual Optimist Football 
Game. In track, Butch 
excelled setting records 
in the 120-meter high 
and 180- meter low hur-
dles, which are still Dixon 
High records. He also set 
a record in the 440-meter 
relay with teammates.

Kim Moriel, Class of 
1978, grew up in Dixon. 

She was a four-year var-
si ty softbal l  s tar ter, 
receiving SCAL All 
League Team selection 
three years in a row. Most 
notably, during her junior 
year Kim was lauded 
for pitching 51 strike-
outs during seven league 
games, pitching every 
inning plus three pre-sea-
son games. Kim also 
played varsity volleyball 
for three years and was an 
honor student. She gradu-
ated from UC Davis with 
an Interior Design degree.

Ronny Kitchen, Class 
of 1980, was a four-sport 
athlete at Dixon High 
School, participating in 
football, track, wrestling 
and baseball. Through 
hard work and dedication 
Ronny lettered in all four 

sports. In football, Ronny 
was an all-league line-
backer and running back. 
His senior year Ronny 
rushed for over 1,000 
yards and made 90 tackles 
which he received unani-
mous voting for All SCAL 
small schools outside line-
backer. He was also a 

member of the undefeated 
mixed 440-meter relay 
team with Linda Barrett, 
Edwin Contrera and Chris 
Step. After high school, 
Ronny was an all-league 
linebacker at Solano 
College and named the 
most valuable defensive 
player. After his play-
ing days, he came back to 
Dixon High and coached 
JV football for five years. 
He also continued to coach 
numerous youth softball 
and basketball teams in 
the community.

Trever Boler, Class of 
1995, was an all-around 
student-athlete at Dixon 
High School excelling 
in academics and partic-
ipating in cross country, 
basketball, and track. He 
ran cross country for four 

years and participated in 
the State meet. He also 
played basketball all four 
years, earning honors of 
All-League Rebounder 
his senior season. He 
ran Track varsity all four 
years, was Subsection 
Champion in pole vault, 
and received the Most 
Valuable Athlete Award at 
the Largest Small School 
Track meet in California 
(760 athletes). He became 
a three-time All American 
and the first UC Davis stu-
dent-athlete to ever win a 
national title in track and 
field when he won the pole 
vault in 2000.After col-
lege, Trevor became the 
head pole vault coach at 
UCD for 5 years. After 
college, he became the 
head pole vault coach at 
UCD for five years and 
was then hired by the 
Japanese National team to 
work with athletes using 
American style of training.

He transitioned to high 
school coaching track at 
Cathedral Catholic High 
School in San Diego 
for ten years where he 
helped the girls track team 
become the highest ranked 
program in Section his-
tory, including winning 
the State Championship. 
He went on to estab-
lish a track club that is 
still a prominent pro-
gram in the San Diego 
area. Eventually return-
ing to Northern California, 
he continued his career 
at Rio Americano High 
School and served as the 
League Chairman and 
CIF Advisor. Trevor is 
currently in his 21st con-
secutive year of coaching 
track.

Danica McGreevy , 
Class of 2009, was a three-
sport star at Dixon High 
School, participating in 
volleyball, basketball and 
softball. She was captain 
of the volleyball team for 
three years and won the 
league championship her 
senior season. Danica was 
also captain of the bas-
ketball team and led the 
team in points, rebounds 
and steals, leading them 
to the playoffs all four 
years. As captain of the 
softball team her junior 
and senior season, she 
played center field, first 
base and catcher. She was 
voted all conference in 
all three sports her senior 
year. She earned a degree 
in communications at the 
University of California, 
Santa Barbara.

Jeffrey Anderson, Class 
of 2010, was a star foot-
ball player at Dixon High 
School. He played quar-
terback and had a stellar 
career. He was the league 
most valuable player his 
junior and senior seasons. 

Jeffrey was also voted 
Davis Enterprise Player 
of the Year and All Metro 
his senior year. He played 
football in college for 
Contra Costa College and 
Texas Southern University 
and graduated with a 
major in liberal arts. He 
coached football at Contra 
Costa College where the 
team won two confer-
ence championships then 
coached for Northern 
Colorado, San Jose State 
and Cal Poly. Ultimately, 
he became an assistant 
coach for the Cleveland 
Browns in 2022.

Barb Iten grew up in 
Northern California and 
attended UC Davis, where 
she was a standout three-
sport athlete in basketball, 
volleyball and softball. 
Among her accomplish-
ments, she led the 1971 
basketball team to the 
National Collegiate tour-
nament in North Carolina. 
Barb earned degrees in 
political science and edu-

cation at UC Davis, and 
a Master of Science 
degree in physician edu-
cation from Western 
Illinois University. She 
was inducted into the UC 
Davis School’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame for all three 
sports and invited to try 
out for the US Olympic 
Women’s Basketball team. 
She served as head wom-
en’s basketball coach at 
Cal State East Bay. After 
moving on to coach at 
Dartmouth and then Iowa 
State, Barb began her 
20-year career teaching 
and coaching basketball, 
softball, volleyball, golf 
and football at Dixon High 
School. From 2004 on, 
she took teams into cham-
pionships, and earned 
numerous awards, honors, 
and recognition for her 
achievements.

Pat Granucci was an 
active community volun-
teer in Dixon for over 30 
years. In addition to her 
strong civic engagement 
and committee work, Pat 
coached cheerleaders at 
Dixon High School for 
ten years and helped stu-
dents of all ages outside 
of school as a community 
swim team coach for more 
than 20 years. Pat took 
over the local swim team 
which became the Dixon 
Dolphins. The Dixon com-
munity pool was named 
the Pat Granucci Aquatic 
Center in her honor.

Other honors given 
at the Hall of Fame 
included the 1979-1980 
Boys Basketball Team 
and Coach George 
Skezas. Skezas and team 
players Rob Adams, 
Kevin DeGarmo, Tim 
F i t z p a t r i c k ,  A b r a i n 
Garcia, Keith Hamilton, 
Mike  Hansen ,  Tavo 
Lizarraga, Chris Luttges, 
David MacDonald, Abel 

Martinez, Greg Pryor, 
Todd Rehrman, Bill 
Slater, and Troy Sorensen. 
Led by the Most Valuable 
Player of the Division 
III Section tournament 
Mike Hanson, and All-
Tournament selections 
Chris Luttges and Greg 
Pryor, they finished as 
one of the best teams 
in school history. Both 
Hanson and Luttges were 
named All-League, Keith 
Hamilton as 2nd team 
All-League and George 
Skezas receiving league 
Coach of the Year.

For more information, 
go to DixonHallofFame.
org .  Events  gues t s 
were tasked to ‘Save 
the  Date’ for  next 
Year’s Hall of Fame 
which will be Saturday,  
November 11, 2023.� H

Chris Luttges, Tim Fitzpatrick, Tim's mom, MaryLee Fitzpatrick, and Bill Slater. Photo courtesy of 
Linda Barrett

The Green Jacket Club which were the attending individuals that had been inducted into the Hall of Fame this year. Photo courtesy 
of Linda Barrett

Green Jacket Club members Brian Bello, Danica McGreevey, and Ronny Kitchen stand in front 
of McGreevey's poster. She was in the Class of 2009, and a 3-sport star at Dixon High School, 
participating in volleyball, basketball and softball. Photo courtesy of Linda Barrett

George Shields or "Butch" as classmates knew him, stands 
in front of a picture of himself at a Dixon High School track 
meet. He still holds the DHS record for the 120-meter high 
and 180- meter low hurdles. Photo courtesy of Linda Barrett
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Santa Mouse Bakes
Christmas Cookies

by Michael Brown 
Santa mouse returns with a new 

Christmas story perfect for any little one 
ready to decorate cookies for Santa. 

I’m A Little Snow Man
by Hannah Eliot and Anna Daviscourt
Sing about all the beauty of snowmen 

and snowgals set to the nursery rhyme 
tune of “I’m a little teapot.”

Yetis Are the Worst
by Alex Willan 

Gilbert the goblin is back and here to 
talk about Yetis and why everyone loves 
this mysterious beast. This time he is out 
to prove why they are the worst, but he has 
to find one first! 

Follow Gilbert on his hilarious adven-
ture of Yeti hunting, but watch out! Yetis 
might be closer than you think. This 
laugh-out-loud book is the perfect read for 
fans of the series or anyone looking for a 
fun winter read. 

Noodle and the No Bones Day
by Johnthan Graziano and Dan Tavis 
Noodle, the pug, loves all his daily 

activities of taking walks, barking at 
friends, and having snacks. But as Noodle 
gets older, there are days he would rather 
stay home and relax. Follow the story 
of noodles and his human Jonathan as 
they learn the importance of balance and 
self-care while celebrating an older pet. 
Adorable illustrations and storyline will 
keep readers coming back to read this one 
repeatedly. 

I Want to Be a Vase
by Julio Torres and Julian Glander 

A little bathroom plunger shakes up 
the whole house when he decides he 
wants to be a vase, sparking the idea in 
all the other appliances. Now, everyone is 
quickly sharing who they dream of being. 

An utterly unpredictable story that turns 
the thought of everyday objects on their 
head while also discussing an underlined 
theme. 

Better than The Movies
by Lynn Painter 

Ever since they were kids, Wes has 
always been the annoying boy next door. 
Although, now,  it is senior year, and 
Liz needs Wes’s help if she is going to 
land her dream crush, Michael, in time 
for prom. But the more she is around 
Wes, the more she sees him as some-
thing more than the annoying little boy 
from next door. Changing everything  
Liz thought she wanted for a happily 
ever after. 

This charming young adult rom-com is 
a quick, fun read that will excite readers 
about love and all its possibilities. 

Foul Lady Fortune
by Chloe Gong 

The book that swept readers away with 
a story of intrigue and mystery with two 
spies investigating a series of murders in 
1931 Shanghai. While Rosalind and Orion 
are an ill-fit pair, they must still pose as a 
married couple to try and unravel secrets, 
lies, and a horrifying conspiracy. A story 
that has captivated readers with vivid 
scenes and exquisite storytelling, Foul 
Lady Fortune is sure to be this year’s top 
young-adult read.  H

FOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbooks

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

Holiday Gift Giving Guide
by Simon and Schuster Publishing

The Extreme 
Recklessness of Biden 2.0

Joe Biden 2024 is a bad 
idea whose time has come. 

If Democrats had gotten 
the shellacking that seemed 
to be coming their way in 
the midterms, Biden might 
have been wounded enough 
for elements of the Demo-
cratic establishment to be-
gin to try to shoulder him 
into retirement. 

Instead, the Democratic 
overperformance has Biden 
looking revitalized. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom of Califor-
nia told the president on 
election night that he’s not 
running against him (not 
that Biden was ever like-
ly to face a direct primary 
challenge). Press coverage 
has emphasized Biden’s 
vindication. The shot in the 
arm is understandable giv-
en what his party was able 
to pull off , yet it doesn’t 
make Biden a day younger 
-- in fact, he just turned 80 
and every day of his pres-
idency is an experiment in 
whether an unprecedented-
ly aged president can per-
form at the level demanded 
of the offi  ce.

Democrats consider 
Biden the safe choice in 
2024, since he’s the in-
cumbent and surrounded 
by fl awed alternatives, yet 
he is actually an enormous 
risk. Nominating him again 
would be extremely reck-
less, both for the party and 
for the country. 

It may well be that Biden, 

even in his enfeebled state, 
is the best matchup against 
Donald Trump. He beat him 
once before, after all, and 
used him as an eff ective foil 
during the midterms. It is to 
Biden’s advantage that it 
has proven diffi  cult for any-
one to work up a passionate 
hatred of him, rather than a 
low-intensity sense of pity 
or contempt. And he still 
has a relatively moderate 
aff ect and profi le -- there 
are limits to how “woke” an 
80-something, silver-haired 
creature of the Democratic 
establishment can appear, 
no matter how far left his 
policies are. 

There’s no guarantee, 
though, that Biden will get 
the former president as his 
opponent. If he doesn’t, 
then he’ll be denied the 
dynamic of one old guy 
whose record is terrible 
running against another old 
guy who frightens people. 

If Trump can’t secure 
the GOP nomination, ev-
erything changes. Ron 
DeSantis is 44. Ted Cruz 
is 51. Mike Pompeo is 58. 
Tim Scott is 47. Basically, 
any Republican nominee 
besides Trump would in-
stantly be bequeathed a 
powerful past-vs.-future 
theme (age aside, Trump 
will unavoidably and per-
haps explicitly be running 
a campaign of restoration).  

There’s another risk 
for Democrats, as well -- 
namely that Biden will ex-
perience some age-related 
meltdown in public during 
a general-election cam-
paign that will make his 
struggles undeniable even 
to well-wishers determined 
to look the other way.

Aging is a progressive 
condition. Biden isn’t get-
ting any younger or more 

capable. The good news 
is that today, right now, he 
is as fi t as he’ll ever be to 
perform his duties; the bad 
news is that there are a lot 
of days between now and 
2024 when he’ll be less fi t, 
whether by a tiny incre-
ment or by a lot. 

The public is already un-
settled. According to the 
exit polls, 58% of voters 
said Biden does not have 
the acuity to serve eff ec-
tively as president.

If Democrats get their 
way, this is just the begin-
ning. They propose to reelect 
a man who will be 82 on In-
auguration Day, and 86 by 
the end of his second term. 

The actuarial tables and 
the realities of aging being 
what they are, this creates 
considerable risk of put-
ting the country through 
the trauma of having a 
president who is incapable 
of carrying out his entire 
term. If you think our pol-
itics are deranged now, just 
wait until we face a genu-
ine, inevitably wrenching 
25th Amendment crisis, or 
we have to deal with the 
legitimacy issues around an 
unelected president.

Why even consider going 
down this route? In part, be-
cause Biden made an iden-
tity politics choice for vice 
president, and not a good 
one. It is understandable 
that the prospect of Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
makes Democrats want to 
cling to their nurse for fear 
of something worse. But 
the country deserves a bet-
ter idea.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review. Rich 
Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2022 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Conversion to Organics Could Increase 
Food Prices, Shrink Farm Profits

California Farm Bureau 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- A European Union pol-
icy goal to exponentially 
increase organic farming 
to 30% of all agricultural 
production by 2030 is 
expected to be considered 
by Gov. Gavin Newsom 
for next year’s budget. 
However, a new economic 
analysis says such a 
plan would dramatically 
increase the price of food 
for many consumers and 
jeopardize the solvency of 
organic farms.

California currently has 
an estimated 7.35 million 
acres of irrigated crop-
land, of which 460,000 
acres – or 6% –is certified 
as organic and not all of 
that is farmed in any given 
year.

A preliminary analy-
sis by ERA Economics, a 
Davis-based consultancy 
specializing in the econom-
ics of agriculture and water 
resources in California, 
focused on the poten-
tial challenges of applying 
the EU standards to one 
California crop: toma-
toes. The state produces 
95% of America’s process-
ing tomatoes and the total 
annual tomato crop is val-
ued at $1.2 billion.

Only 5% of California’s 
228,000 processing tomato 
acreage is currently needed 
to meet consumer demand 
for organic. The study 
found that reaching 30% 
organic production by 2030 
would cause substantial 
disruptions to the market. 
The farmgate price of con-
ventional tomatoes was 
estimated to rise by more 

than 11%. And, impor-
tantly, the price for organic 
tomatoes was estimated to 
fall by 28% at the farmgate 
level – potentially putting 
the market price below the 
cost of production.

That could mean organic 
farmers would be forced 
to cease production, sell, 
or farm something else 
– a result that could poten-
tially crash the organic 
market and ultimately 
drive-up consumer prices. 
Mandating an increase in 
organic acreage without 
a clear connection to con-
sumer demand could result 
in market disruptions that 
would hurt farmers, farm 
employees and consumers 
alike, the study noted.

Any initial organic price 
drop would mostly ben-
efit wealthier consumers 
who purchase organically 
grown products, with 
lower-income customers 
paying more for tradition-
ally grown products. All 
tomato farmers, organic 
or not, could see reduced 
profits, according to the 
analysis.

“Farming works when 
we are able to grow 
what the consumer actu-
ally wants and not what 
government mandates. 
California consumers are 
already struggling to afford 
higher prices for food than 
other states because of 
government mandates and 
these types of proposals 
just make things worse,” 
said Jamie Johansson, 
president of the California 
Farm Bureau. “When the 
government increases the 
price of food, it acts like 
a regressive tax, hurting 
lower- and middle-income 

families the hardest. At the 
end of the day, the govern-
ment needs to let organic 
markets grow organically.”

To increase organic 
acreage for processing 
tomatoes from an average 
of 4% to 30% would rep-
resent a five- to six-fold 
increase in current acre-
age. Tomato growers and 
processors interviewed 
for the analysis confirmed 
industry data regarding 
consumers’ finite desire to 
purchase organic tomato 
products;

Tomato growers may 
specialize in organic, 
non-organic or both, 
depending on market 
demands and conditions. 
By mandating a specific 
growing method, it could 
greatly impact the abil-
ity of farmers to keep their 
operation sustainable, both 
financially and as they 
encounter other challenges, 
such as climate change and 
pests and disease;

Both conventional and 
organic farmers of pro-
cessing tomatoes face 
risks of economic losses. 
Conventional growers, 
with likely reduced acre-
age, could see a 17% 
potential downside cost 
from expected earnings;

Organic production 
presents greater risk 
of crop failure, higher 
production costs and 
lower crop yields. As 
a result, organic farm-
ers are likely to see less 
stability. They face a 
potential downside cost 
of 36% of anticipated net 
returns, making it poten-
tially unprofitable to 
grow organic processing  
tomatoes. � H 

Cal Healthcare 
Compare News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Beginning in 2023, 
Californians will get easy 
access to data on over 
19,000 long term care 
services and facilities in 
California, thanks to a 
$1 million grant from the 
California Department of 
Aging for the expansion 
of the Cal Long Term Care 
Compare website.

Through this funding, 
Californians will be able 
to access Cal Long Term 
Care Compare to com-
pare quality performance 
and facility information 
for over 1,000 nursing 
homes, as well the follow-
ing services and facilities 
in their area: home health 
agencies, hospices, adult 
residential care programs, 
adult day health centers, 
long term care hospitals, 
inpatient rehabilitation 
facilities and more.

The public website will 
be updated over a two-
year period to include 
comparative information, 
such as facility location, 
number of beds, resident 
information, services, 
and resident feedback, 
for these additional long 
term care options. In addi-
tion, the website will be 
updated to include several 
tools designed to guide 
Californians through the 
decision-making process, 
from determining their 
long-term care needs to 
selecting the right pro-
vider in their area. As part 

of this effort, overall web-
site accessibility, such 
as Spanish translation 
services and ADA compat-
ibility, will be improved 
so  tha t  even  more 
Californians can access 
this vital information.

Cal Long Term Care 
Compare is a free website 
that offers an unbiased, 
one-stop snapshot of 
how local long term care 
services and facilities 
compare to each other and 
to statewide averages on a 
variety of quality metrics.

“Searching for long 
term care services can be 
a difficult, anxiety-rid-
den challenge. We know 
that many individuals and 
families struggle with just 
understanding the differ-
ence between the various 
long term care options — 
such as nursing homes 
versus hospice,” said Dr. 
Bruce Spurlock, Executive 
Director of Cal Healthcare 

Compare. “We hope that 
this free site will lessen the 
apprehension and provide 
individuals and families 
with reliable, objective 
information and educa-
tional material so that they 
can be more confident in 
the decisions they make.”

C r e a t e d  b y  C a l 
Healthcare Compare, a 
multi-stakeholder non-
profit, the user-friendly 
website offers a quick 
reference about some 
of the most pressing 
issues consumers need to 
weigh before choosing 
the long term care facil-
ity best suited to their 
unique needs. Funded by 
California health plans, 
data analysis informing 
the posted measures are 
produced by researchers 
from the UC Davis Center 
for Healthcare Policy and 
Research and the Betty 
Irene Moore School of 
Nursing.� H

Comprehensive Comparison of All Long 
Term Services Will Soon be Available

Californians will be able to access Cal Long Term Care 
Compare to compare quality performance and facility 
information. MPG file photo 
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Heeney’s History 
Post Covid Times

Commentary by Ed Heeney
 

As I was transporting a carload of ladies 
to lunch today, I couldn't help but mar-
vel at the animated conversation from the 
back seat. The main topic seemed to be 
how many and how colorful the city dec-
orations were appearing in the "town" 
square and how the newspapers were 
carrying the news to one and all. The 
subjects went from Dixon's new Town 
Square to Winter's Tractor parade, and 
Davis and Vacaville alike.

These post-COVID times just seem to 
have a renewed feel like the "old days" 
with Grandpa and Grandma watching 
the grandkids and everyone out in the 
crowd with smiles and children tugging 
on hands while heading for the store or 
Santa's lap. Grandpa's feet are sore, but 
he won't let on.

Gifts sure have changed since I was 
a kid. Now there are so many electron-
ics and all the gizmos. I have to chuckle 
at how the kids of today accept the 

knowledge of electronic gadgets and 
operate them in such a sophisticated 
manner.

Star Wars is kindergarten now.
Thankfully, there are still those grins, 

smiles, and the general feeling of excite-
ment as we enjoy the Christmas Season, 
family, and friendship. May we continue 
to feel blessed, happy, and healthy in this 
wonderful time.

Editor's Note: Ed and Mary Heeney 
are long-time Dixonites. They first 
moved to Dixon in 1971 and raised three 
children here and now have seven grand-
children. Ed reported how he first learned 
to write. "I was in the Air Force for 25 
years and I never got high enough to have 
a secretary, so I learned to write because 
I had to. After that, I've written direc-
tives and so on for my work and in almost 
every assignment, I've done a newsletter. 
I also followed Mary around the circuit--
Mary was the Editor of the Dixon Tribune 
for 10 years. I had the privilege of  
proofreading."� H

Be a part of something important

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001888
The following persons are doing 
business as: America’s Flooring 
Outlet, 4690 E. 2nd Street, Suite 8, 
Benicia, CA 94510. 
Floor Quest, 450 Lakeville 
Street, Suite F, Petaluma, CA 
94952. Date Filed in Solano 
County: November 14, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
November 13, 2027. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2022 
AMERICA’S 12-16-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001903
The following persons are doing 
business as: Shop Le Jour, 643 
Elderberry Loop, Vacaville, CA 
95688. 
Amanda Taylor, 643 Elderberry 
Loop, Vacaville, CA 95688. 
Date Filed in Solano County: 
November 16, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
November 15, 2027. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022 
SHOP 12-23-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-001962
The following persons are doing 
business as: James Edward York, 
223 Barcelona Street, Vallejo, CA 
94591. 
James Edward York, 223 
Barcelona Street, Vallejo, CA 
94591-7410. Date Filed in Solano 
County: November 29, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 

to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
November 28, 2027. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Dec 16, 23, 30, 2022, Jan 6, 2023 
JAMES 1-6-23

ORDER TO SHOW FOR  
CHANGE OF NAME

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #FCS059143

Pablo Ramirez Jauregui filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Pablo Ramirez Jauregui to Pablo 
Ramirez.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. February 3, 2023, 
9:30 a.m. Department 22, Room 
3, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Alesia Jones
Dated: November 23, 2022
Publish: Dec 16, 23, 30, 2022, Jan 6, 2023 
PABLO 1-6-23
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SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
Notice is hereby given that the Dixon City Council adopted Ordinance No. 22-008, repealing and 
replacing Title 16 (Building and Construction) of the Dixon Municipal Code (DMC) in its entirety 
to (1) adopt by reference and amend the 2022 California Building, Fire, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Mechanical, Building Standards Administrative, Energy, Historical Building, Existing Building, 
Referenced Standards, Residential, and Green Building Code, including adopting by reference 
certain appendix chapters of these codes; (2) adopt by reference and amend the 2021 International 
Property Maintenance Code and the 2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code; (3) adopt 
findings of fact supporting the local amendments to the codes; and (4) repeal of Chapter 16.13 
(Housing Code) and add a new chapter (Chapter 16.19), adopting AB 1236 and AB 970 (permit 
streamlining for electric vehicle charging systems). 

The State of California adopts a set of new construction codes every three years, referred to as the 
California Building Standards Codes (Title 24). The ordinance adopts the 2022 California Building 
Standards Code, which automatically becomes effective January 1, 2023, along with the 2021 
International Swimming Pool and Spa Code and the 2021 International Property Maintenance 
Code with certain administrative and technical amendments, based on Dixon’s local conditions, 
in accordance with California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7. The local amendments 
mainly relate to local climatic, geographic, and topographic conditions inherent to the City of Dixon. 
The ordinance includes repeal of obsolete sections of the DMC, Title 16, and adding prior State 
required standards related to the permitting of electric vehicle charging stations (AB 970 and 
AB 1236) that had not been included in DMC, Title 16.

This Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Dixon City Council held on the 15th day 
of November 2022, and adopted at a regular meeting of the Dixon City Council held on the 6th day 
of December 2022, by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Ernest, Hendershot, Johnson, Pederson, Bird 
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

A copy of the full text of the adopted ordinance is available for public review at City Hall, 600 East 
A Street, Dixon, CA 95620 or at www.cityofdixon.us

Kristin M. Janisch
Elected City Clerk
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Triple Threat to California’s Budget

Commentary 
by Jon Coupal

There is near unanim-
ity among economists 
that the United States 
will experience a reces-
sion in 2023. Last month, 
the Conference Board 
predicted a 96 percent like-
lihood of a recession in the 
U.S. within the next 12 
months due primarily to 
the Federal Reserve’s inter-
est rate hikes.

Relative to other states, 
California is ill-prepared to 
weather a recession, espe-
cially a severe one. But 
even without a recession, 
California’s Legislative 
Analyst predicts a $25 
billion shortfall for fis-
cal 2023-24. The deficit, 
which the LAO calls a 
budget “problem,” is 
mainly attributable to rev-
enue estimates that are $41 
billion lower than previous 
budget projections.

Moreover, the LAO 
acknowledges that pro-
grams which include 
inf lat ion adjustments 
will make the problem 
worse: “Our estimate of a 
$25 billion budget prob-
lem understates the actual 
budget problem in infla-
tion-adjusted terms.”

Particularly surprising 
is that all this bad news 
from the LAO doesn’t 
even assume that a reces-
sion is imminent. “While 
our lower revenue esti-
mates incorporate the 
risk of a recession, they 
do not reflect a recession 
scenario.” If a recession 
does occur in 2023, the 
LAO says that revenues 
could be $30 billion to 
$50 billion below its initial  
revenue outlook.

If the legislature took 
seriously the report from 
the LAO, it would take 
immediate  ac t ion to 
blunt the damage from 
the economic downturn 
predicted for 2023. But 
that is unlikely because 
California’s political lead-
ership lacks the will to 
reduce spending as well 
as the high tax burden 
which drives that spending. 
Government spending is 
California’s growth indus-
try, exploding 600% since 
1989-90. ($49.1 billion to 
$303 billion).

California’s out of con-
trol spending leads to the 
second reason why an eco-
nomic downturn will hurt 
California more than other 
states: A reduced tax base 
due to outmigration of 
businesses and productive 
taxpaying individuals.

T h i s  c o l u m n  h a s 
reported numerous times 
on how California’s high 
taxes, heavy regulations 
and lack of affordable 
housing have led to an exo-
dus out of California. The 
well-known satire site, 
Babylon Bee, recently 
featured an image of a 
high speed train embla-
zoned with a U-Haul logo 
with the caption: “U-Haul 
Builds Bullet Train from 
California to Texas.” 
Humorous, but capital 
flight out of California is 
no laughing matter.

A recent report from the 
Hoover Institute is down-
right frightening: “In 2021, 
California business head-
quarters left the state at 
twice their rate in both 
2020 and 2019, and at three 
times their rate in 2018. 
In the last three years, 
California lost eleven 
Fortune 1000 companies, 
whose exits negatively 
affect California’s econ-
omy today. But California 
also is risking its economic 
future as much smaller but 
rapidly growing unique 
businesses are leaving, tak-
ing their innovative ideas 
with them.”

Because California is 
overly reliant on high-
wealth individuals paying 
the lion’s share of income 

tax revenue, their departure 
inflicts a disproportion-
ate level of harm to the 
state budget. As California 
experienced in the last 
recession, the drop in rev-
enue from stock options 
and capital gains exposes 
California to a vulnera-
bility not shared by other 
states. But that’s not all.

G o v e r n o r  G a v i n 
Newsom touts California’s 
status as the leader in high 
tech and venture capi-
tal. But other states are 
cashing in on California’s 
reputation as an anti-busi-
ness state. According to a 
Bloomberg report on ini-
tial public offerings (IPOs), 
only nine companies head-
quartered in California 
went public during the 
first three quarters of 2022. 
More troubling was that 
California’s share of U.S. 
IPO proceeds fell to 2% 
through Sept. 30, com-
pared with 39% for 2021.

The final concern for 
California is the fact 
that the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the house 
of origin for all appropri-
ations, is now under the 
control of Republicans. 
For two years, right-lean-
ing states have watched 
California receive favor-
able  t rea tment  f rom 
Washington from every-
thing from High Speed 
Rail funds and other spe-
cial projects. (Remember 
Nancy Pelosi’s secur-
ing $200 million for a 
park within walking dis-
tance from her home?) The 
extent to which California 
received more than its “fair 
share” of federal assis-
tance is a matter of debate. 
But the odds of Congress 
going out of its way to help 
California with its budget 
“problem” are now zero.

The only silver lining 
to this very dark cloud is 
that a recession may finally 
force the tax-and-spend 
politicians in Sacramento 
to do something they hav-
en’t done in decades: 
Reduce waste and priori-
tize spending.

Jon Coupal is presi-
dent of the Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association.�  H

‘Kids of Caltrans’ Aims to Get 
Drivers to Move Over, Save Lives 

Caltrans News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The young 
faces of the families of highway work-
ers are reminding you to move over a lane 
or slow down for their loved ones who 
help keep our roads safe. The “Kids of 
Caltrans” provide the personal, impact-
ful messages behind the new public 
awareness campaign from the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 
in partnership with the California 
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) and the 
California Highway Patrol (CHP), 
that kicked off today at Sacramento’s 
Golden 1 Center. 

Some of the children, grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews of Caltrans workers 
featured in the “Move Over” campaign 
were on hand for the kickoff event, which 
comes on the heels of last week’s National 
Crash Responder Safety Week. In video 
messages that will air throughout the state 
through January 2023, they ask drivers to 
be alert and move over a lane if safe to do 
so or slow down to safely pass highway 
workers. 

Sadly, highway workers, law enforce-
ment officers, emergency personnel and 
tow truck drivers are killed or injured 
along California’s roadways every year.  

Moving over and slowing down when 
passing a vehicle stopped on the roadway 
with flashing lights in California isn’t just 
a matter of following the law—it is about 
saving lives. The “Move Over” law exists 
to provide a safer environment for main-
tenance and emergency vehicles stopped 
along roadsides close to fast-moving 
traffic. 

“Making a traffic or emergency stop on 

the side of the road is one of the most dan-
gerous duties law enforcement officers and 
other first responders perform,” said CHP 
Commissioner Amanda Ray. “Tragically, 
too many first responders and highway 
workers have been killed on the shoul-
der or median, and dozens more have been 
seriously injured. Please, move over or 
slow down when you see our officers and 
others working on the side of the freeway; 
not only is it the law, their lives depend 
on it.” 

California’s “Move Over” law requires 
all drivers to move over a lane if safe to do 
so, and if unable to do so safely, to slow 
down when they see amber flashing lights 
on Caltrans vehicles, law enforcement and 
other emergency vehicles and tow trucks. 

In 2020, nearly 7,000 work-zone 
crashes occurred on California roadways, 
resulting in more than 3,000 injuries and 
nearly 100 fatalities. Nationally, drivers 
and passengers account for 85% of those 
killed in work zones. 

Although all 50 states have enacted 
“Move Over” laws, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration found that 
71% of Americans are not aware of them. 
In California, failure to obey the “Move 
Over” law can result in fines up to $1,000, 
plus points on your driving record. 

Since 1921, 191 Caltrans employees 
have been killed on the job, and one of the 
biggest hazards to them and anyone work-
ing on the roads is from motorists who do 
not exercise caution. Those 191 employ-
ees represent scores of families torn apart 
by preventable work zone collisions. 

 To see campaign videos from the 
kids and grandkids of Caltrans, visit 
BeWorkZoneAlert.com � H
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Announcement
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing, 
Trusted by Authors since 
1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://dorrance 
info.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote -Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Fast Free Pickup – Running 
or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! Call 
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884  (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classified
Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! 
DirecTV is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & As-
soc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com TFN

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
480-0769  (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 mil-
lion of the state’s readers who 
are an engaged audience, 
makes our services an indis-
pensable marketing solution. 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Schools/Training
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-877-806-0935 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required. (Cal-SCAN)

Travel/Vacations
Costa Rica Tour 9 Days 
$995. Fully guided tour. In-
cludes all hotels, all meals, 
all activities. Tax, fees extra. 
Call 1-800-CARAVAN. Book 
online at Caravan.com. (Cal-
SCAN) 122322

Wanted to Buy
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 
1-844-910-1960. (Cal-SCAN)

Rental

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour 
with All Meals,  
All Hotels, All Activities.
Hike in jungle rainforests, 
view volcanoes, soak in hot 
springs, cruise biological 
reserves and relax on 
tropical ocean beaches. 
Join the smart shoppers and 
experienced travelers.
1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

Classified 
Advertising
916 773-1111

Work Wanted
Is it time to declutter and clean 
your garage and house? I can 
help! And I prune and weed 
and wash windows. Refer-
ences, College grad. Call Tim, 
916-370-0858.  123122 

Visit MPG8.com

Wireless
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. Pre-
mium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. Limited time offer get 
$50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more 
information, call 1-844-908-
0605 (Cal-SCAN)

Follow Us for Local News Follow Us for Local News 
and So Much Moreand So Much More
Facebook: @DIVMPG8
Twitter:  @DIV_MPG8

Dixon Independent Voice

IndependentVoice.com

Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

Call to place your 
legal advertising legal advertising 

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • WINTER FUN
CLUES

ACROSS
1.Make change
6. Used in combination to 
denote the middle
9. *Ammo material
13. Star____
14. The “place with the 
helpful hardware folks”
15. Neutral shade
16. Orderly arrangement
17. Romanian monetary unit
18. Button on electrical 
outlet
19. *Frosty’s nose
21. *Gingerbread Man, e.g.
23. Drench
24. What a willow did?
25. Famous song by The 
Jackson 5
28. Cone-shaped quarters
30. *Snow mover
35. A bit of water
37. Pakistani language
39. Measured in knots
40. Tatted fabric
41. *”A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” poet
43. Tropical edible root
44. Paintings in Orthodox 
church
46. Not swim or swum
47. Frozen puddle accident
48. Small skullcap
50. Dresden’s river
52. Captain’s turf
53. Drop of sorrow
55. “Slippery” tree
57. *Frozen spike
60. *Three-horse sleigh ride
63. Words to live by
64. Caviar alternative
66. On D’Artagnan’s hat
68. Group of wives
69. Boiling emotion
70. Furnish with a fund
71. Travelers’ stops
72. Poetic “even”
73. Buy second-hand

DOWN
1. Agha, alt. sp.
2. Artist Chagall’s first name
3. Poet Pound’s first name
4. Draws close
5. Fungus damage (2 words)
6. Shake’s cousin?
7. *____ fishing
8. Two, in cards
9. Station finder button
10. Not final
11. Curved molding
12. Kind of nurse
15. Bouillons
20. Laudanum ingredient
22. Saturn’s wife
24. As opposed to widow
25. Impromptu
26. Emergency pedal
27. *Hot treat
29. Major-leaguers
31. Prefers
32. Butcher shop offering, pl.
33. Ghostlike
34. Parkinson’s drug
36. Philadelphia’s Ivy League 
member
38. Russian mountain chain
42. *Fireplace glob
45. TV offering
49. Reef fish
51. Kind of bride
54. Eagle’s home
56. Hundred Acre Wood creator

57. A Flock of Seagulls’ 1982 hit (2 
words)
58. European Council for Nuclear 
Research, acr.
59. Bad day for Caesar
60. Not quite an adult
61. Spiral-horned African antelope
62. Singer-songwriter Tori
63. Tai’s partner
65. Miner’s bounty
67. Female sheep
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We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing
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Riley Reviews
GORY ‘VIOLENT NIGHT’ HOLIDAY FUN;

‘MICKEY’ ORIGIN STORY

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“VIOLENT NIGHT” RATED R
Looking for a different type of 

Christmas movie that won’t be found on 
the Hallmark Channel?  “Violent Night” 
is it, and knowing this film comes from 
the producers of “John Wick,” “Atomic 
Blonde” and “Deadpool 2” should inform 
that the action will be a bit extreme.

On Christmas Eve in a London pub, 
David Harbour’s jaded Santa Claus is 
having an existential crisis about keep-
ing his appointed rounds and lamenting 
the greed and self-interest of spoiled kids 
ruining the holiday spirit.

Back on his sleigh ride through the night, 
he ends up at a Greenwich, Connecticut 
mansion where he takes a break to snack 
on cookies and sip brandy, unaware that all 
hell will soon break loose at the wealthy 
Lightstone family gathering.

Led by the foul-mouthed matriarch 
Gertrude (Beverly D’Angelo), the dys-
functional Lightstone family has gathered 
for tenuous Christmas Eve cheer that 
won’t overcome the bickering and recrim-
inations of fairly obnoxious people.

Only Gertrude’s son Jason (Alex 
Hassell) and young daughter Trudy (Leah 
Brady), as well as Jason’s estranged wife 
Linda (Alexis Louder), seem to be rela-
tively normal human beings.

The holiday festivities are soon 
interrupted by a vicious psychopath code-
named Mr. Scrooge (John Leguizamo) 
staging a home invasion with his crew of 
heavily armed mercenaries as they plan 
to heist a large sum of cash stored in the 
basement vault.

The world-weary Santa Claus may be 
centuries old, but at one time he was a 
Viking warrior, or so it seems from flash-
backs as well as his amazing ability to 
wield a sledgehammer as if he were Thor.

Inspired by the Santa-believer Trudy 
who has managed to hide in the attic to 
set booby traps, Santa is motivated to 
save the faithful young girl and rescue 
the hostages by going to all-out war with 
Mr. Scrooge’s elite team of combatants.       

The word “violent” is in the title for 
good reason, because not-so-jolly Saint 
Nick channels his inner medieval fighter 
to enact gruesome violence where bad 
guys get impaled on a bed of nails, 
beheaded or thrust into a wood chipper, 
among other acts of carnage.

Amidst the bloody gore and violent 
action, there’s a twisted sense of humor 
to “Violent Night” to elicit laughs, which 
may give one pause to think this bloody 
action-comedy is a warped combination 
of “Home Alone” and “Die Hard.”

This film won’t suit everyone, but the 
element of fun mixed in with the may-
hem may well catch on with an audience 
open to the antithesis of the usual holi-
day fare.

“MICKEY: THE STORY OF A 
MOUSE” ON DISNEY+

Three simple circles are all it takes 

to create the image of an iconic car-
toon character.  Take one quarter and 
strategically place two dimes as ears, 
and presto, you’ve got the outline of 
Mickey Mouse.

There is an undeniable cultural sig-
nificance to a cartoon mouse that’s 
been around for nearly a century, and 
“Mickey: The Story of a Mouse,” a 
documentary streaming on Disney+, 
is here to tell the back story of the ani-
mated lovable rodent and its creator 
Walt Disney.

One of the world’s most beloved 
icons, Mickey Mouse is recognized as a 
symbol of joy and childhood innocence 
in virtually every corner of the globe, 
even if there are controversies that sur-
round the cartoon mouse.

As an ambitious young artist who 
moved to Hollywood from Kansas City, 
Missouri, Walt Disney found initial suc-
cess with Oswald the Lucky Rabbit and 
then had it all taken away from him in a 
dispute over intellectual property rights 
with Universal Pictures.

In 1928, Disney created the charac-
ter of Mickey Mouse with animator Ub 
Iwerks and provided Mickey’s distinc-
tive high-pitched voice for decades, and 
it is inarguable that the mouse’s debut in 
“Steamboat Willie” launched a lucrative 
career and a global empire.

When producer Morgan Neville was 
approached by Disney+ about mak-
ing a documentary on Mickey Mouse 
in 2018, he found the idea both excit-
ing and daunting given that as a cultural 
documentarian the subject matter was 
fascinating.

According to Neville, “it’s hard to 
think of another symbol in our cul-
ture that has so many different sides.  
Mickey Mouse is a symbol of innocence 
and childhood as well as a symbol of 
America, a symbol of consumerism, a 
symbol of the counterculture.”

Not everything in the Disney kingdom 
is viewed favorably.  The documentary 
examines some of the ways in which 
Disney animated shorts promulgated 
harmful ethnic, racial and gender 
stereotypes.

Notably problematic was the 1933 
short “Mickey’s Mellerdrammer,” in 
which Mickey Mouse performed in 
blackface.  Of course, judging a product 
nearly 90 years old on the basis of con-
temporary standards would inevitably 
result in flaws being revealed. 

“Mickey: The Story of a Mouse” also 
follows the progress of master anima-
tors Eric Goldberg, Mark Henn and 
Randy Haycock, as they create the 
original animated short “Mickey in a 
Minute,” which traces Mickey’s adven-
tures though the ages.

The hand-drawn process of animation 
is a highly specialized craft.  This docu-
mentary sheds light on many aspects of 
the Mickey Mouse creation to interest 
animation buffs.� H
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A Travel Agent  
for Guilt Trips

Dear Dave,
My dad and his wife 

asked my husband and I 
for $55,000. They want the 
money so they can pay off 
their debt. We’re debt-free 
and have a net worth of 
between $2 to 3 million, but 
we’re also retired. We don’t 
keep that much in the bank, 
so we’d have to draw from 
our retirement accounts 
– which is something we 
don’t want to do. They’ve 
already approached other 
family members about 
this too. His wife is owed 
money at some point from a 
family settlement, but they 
don’t want to wait that long. 
My dad said we should do 
this if we want them to get 
ahead and have anything 
left in their later years. My 
dad is 80, and his wife is in 
her late 70s. My husband 
and I are both in our 50s. 
Please tell me how to han-
dle this.  

– Karla

Dear Karla,
In their later years? I’m 

not trying to be mean, but 
they’re already in their 
later years.

I’m really sorry you’re in 
this situation. Even though 
you’re in your 50s, he’s still 
your dad, and I know this 
hurts your heart. It’s prob-
ably even tougher to accept 
the fact that he’s being 
manipulative. I mean, seri-
ously. What dad calls up his 
daughter with the idea he’s 
entitled to $55,000 of her 
money and starts acting like 
a travel agent for guilt trips 
in the process? That’s just 
wrong.

Look, if the relation-
ship and the situation were 
different, we might have 
something to talk about. 
With your net worth, you’re 
not going to miss $55,000 
out of $2 to 3 million. In a 
good relationship, I’d help 
my mom or dad like that in a 
heartbeat –just to help them 
out because they’re older. 
But this situation already is 
what it is. Something tells 
me this isn’t the first time 
he’s behaved in a manipu-
lative way. And if you say 
yes to this, then I’ve got a 
feeling it isn’t the first time 

you’ve caved into him. I’m 
worried you won’t be able to 
live with yourself if you do 
this, and that it may cause 
a big rift between you and 
your husband.

It’s wrong of your dad to 
treat you this way and put 
you in this situation. If you 
want to tell him your mon-
ey’s tied up, which it is, or 
you just don’t like the way 
it feels, that’s fine. But 
my advice is to try to step 
back from the emotions and 
come to the realization in 
your own head that no is a 
complete answer.

You don’t have an ethical 
or moral obligation to give 
manipulative people money 
just because they’re related 
to you.

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of “The 
Ramsey Show,” heard by 
more than 18 million lis-
teners. He has appeared on 
“Good Morning America,” 
“CBS This Morning,” 
“Today,” Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business and many 
more. Since 1992, He also 
serves as CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions.� H

Dave Ramsey Says 

Reid Joins First Northern Bank  
as VP/Financial Services Manager 
First Northern Bank News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - First Northern Bank 
is pleased to announce that Lynn Reid 
accepted the position of Vice President/
Financial Services Manager for the 
Rancho Cordova Financial Center in the 
Sacramento County Region. 

Lynn brings 24+ years of commercial 
banking, financial management, and cus-
tomer service experience to First Northern 
Bank. Prior to joining First Northern, 
Lynn served as VP/Branch Manager for 
Bank of Marin (formerly American River 
Bank) in Gold River. 

In her role as VP/Financial Services 
Manager, Lynn will be responsible for 
managing daily banking operations, 
supervising the branch staff, building 
customer relationships, and developing 
business.

Lynn is a native of Arcata, CA, and 
currently resides in Carmichael with her 
husband and two children. She enjoys 
attending her kids’ sporting events, gar-
dening, kayaking, visiting the coast, and 
spending time with her family and friends. 
Her volunteer efforts include community 
service with Sacramento Life Center, St. 

John’s Program for Real Change, and The 
Salvation Army. 

First  Northern Bank’s Rancho 
Cordova Financial Center is located 
at 2901 Sunrise Blvd.; Lynn may be 
reached at (916) 642-1483, Monday 
through Thursday: 9a.m.-5p.m. and 
 Friday: 9a.m.-6p.m. � H

Lynn Reid Joins the Bank as Vice President/
Financial Services Manager of the Rancho 
Cordova Financial Center. Courtesy photo

Initial State Allocation Signals Another 
Year of Water Shortages for Farming
Signaling another difficult year for 

drought-impacted farmers, the California 
Department of Water Resources has 
announced an initial water allocation 
of 5% of requested 2023 supplies from 
the State Water Project. At this time last 
year, state officials predicted a 0% allo-
cation and ultimately delivered 5% of 
requested supplies. Farmers this year 
fallowed an estimated 750,000 acres of 
productive cropland due to water short-
ages. The State Water Project supplies 
29 water agencies that serve 27 million 
Californians.
Farm Bureau President Calls for Water 

Infrastructure to Help Agriculture
California Farm Bureau President 

Jamie Johansson has called on state 
policymakers to build critical infra-
structure to protect water resources and 
allow America’s most important agri-
cultural sector to continue to thrive. 
“The management of scarcity is fail-
ing,” Johansson told attendees of the 
California Farm Bureau’s Annual 
Meeting in Monterey. “It’s time now 
to reimplement the management of 
bounty, which made California great.” 
California’s nearly 70,000 farms, which 
produce more than 400 crops, are navi-
gating severe water shortages. 

State Provides Emergency Assistance 
to Drought-Impacted Communities
California water officials have 

allocated $86 million in financial 
assistance to help drought-impacted 
communities meet immediate and long-
term water needs. Some $44 million in 
funds will support 23 projects through 
the state’s Small Community Drought 
Relief program. The projects include 
helping incorporated areas of Tulare 
County facing severe water shortages 
to connect to a nearby public water sys-
tem and building a local water storage 
facility to help irrigate 2,100 acres of 
farmland and recharge groundwater in 
Merced County. 

Sonoma County Dairy Farmers
Honored with Leopold Conservation 

Award for Sustainability
A Sonoma County dairy family has 

won the Leopold Conservation Award, a 
prestigious award honoring farmers and 
ranchers who employ sustainable prac-
tices to maintain natural resources. The 
pasture-based Beretta Family Dairy, 
run by Doug Beretta, his wife Sharon 
and adult children Ryan and Jennifer, 
is a 100% certified organic operation 
with 300 milk cows and 400 heifers. 
The dairy was lauded for its compost-
ing efforts that nurture grazing lands and 
help sequester carbon..� H
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Another Covid Winter?

Politicians and media are trying to foist another Covid winter on America. Photo courtesy of Yuri Arcurs | Dreamstime.com

By Katy Grimes, 
California Globe

It appears some politi-
cians and members of the 
media are trying to foist 
another Covid winter on 
America. In California 
the pandemic never really 
ended. California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom still clings 
to his autocratic emer-
gency powers under his 
March 4, 2020 Covid State 
of Emergency order, so 
why not perpetrate another 
crisis?

Hysterical and mis-
leading headlines from 
mainstream media tell 
the story:

SacBee: California hos-
pital ICU’s see 20% jump 
in COVID-19 patients since 
last week, state data show. 
“As of Wednesday, there 
were 346 patients in hos-
pital intensive care units, 
accounting for roughly 
13% of available beds,” the 
Sac Bee health care writer 
reports, but she omits what 
the 346 ICU patients are 
hospitalized for.

A q u i c k  l o o k  a t 
Sacramento County Public 
health Covid statistics 
(below) shows about 12-13 
Covid “cases” a day are 
reported, 13 Covid patients 
in the ICU and 13 recent 
deaths. It took 3 minutes to 
look this up.

Here is another headline 

from the SacBee health 
reporter: California’s ‘tri-
pledemic’ of viruses is on 
the rise. Here’s how to care 
for a sick loved one.

The advice in this 605 
word article is useful to 
anyone who hasn’t ever 
had the flu: drink plenty of 
fluids, take Acetaminophen 
and Ibuprofen for the fever, 
and get plenty of rest.

What  is  th is  “ t r i -
pledemic” of viruses? 
COVID-19, the flu and 
respiratory syncytial virus.

“According to CDC 
data, the hospitalization 
rate in all kids for the week 
of Nov. 12 was twice as 
high as any other flu sea-
son on record,” ABC 7 
reported. “The American 
Academy of Pediatrics and 
the Children’s Hospital 
Association say cases of 
the flu, COVID-19, and 
RSV are overwhelming the 
health system.”

However a look at the 
CDC Covid dashboard 
shows hospitalizations are 
static. Of the 331.9 mil-
lion Americans, there are 
19,480 hospitalizations:

Here’s part  of  the 
motive: “Declaration of a 
national emergency would 
give providers additional 
funding as well as more 
flexibility from regulations 
to deal with what they call 
a ‘crisis’.” 
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pandemic is over and has 
been over except for polit-
ical motivations — and 
government funding.

Taking a page from 
Dr. Anthony Fauci who 
warned families to get 
Covid tested ahead of 
Thanksgiving gatherings, 
California Health and 
Human Services Secretary 
Dr. Mark Ghaly said, “I 
think there’s ways that 
we can really improve 
how we do it, rather than 
spend our time talking 
about whether we should 
or shouldn’t,” referring to 
family gatherings.

The Los Angeles Times 
reporters took the hysteria 
one step further:

“In California, however, 
coronavirus-positive hos-
pitalizations have been 
i n c r e a s i n g .  A s  o f 
Wednesday, there were 
2,782 coronavirus-positive 
patients in hospitals, up 
84% from the autumn low 
of 1,514 on Oct. 24.”

There are 40 million res-
idents in California, and 
2,782 are Covid-positive in 
the hospital?

“Nationally, hundreds of 
Americans are still dying 
every day of COVID-19, 
which remains a leading 
cause of death. And there 
are signs that transmis-
sion is once again on the 
upswing,” the LAT reports.

But the CDC reports, 

COVID-19 was the third 
leading cause of death after 
heart disease and cancer.

For perspective, on any 
given day, approximately 
740 Californians die of 
all causes, totaling about 
270,000 California deaths 
annually.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
California Department 
of Public Health, as of 
November 21,  2022, 
there are zero deaths from 
Covid.

But at the top of their 
chart, the CDPH shows 
96,701 total Covid deaths. 
This is the cumulative 
total since February 1, 
2020, through November 
22, 2022, according to the 
CDPH’s data.

The state of California 
wants people to believe 
that Covid patients are 
dropping like flies at 12 per 
day. But that is the aver-
age over the entire almost 
3-year Covid pandemic 
since February 2020.

I t ’s  f e e l i n g  l i k e 
Groundhog Day with pub-
lic health officials and 
media breathlessly talking 
about Covid “cases,” rather 
than focusing on the vul-
nerable groups of people.

Throughout the pan-
demic, there was too heavy 
of a focus on an uptick 
in cases, as Stanford’s 
Dr. Scott Atlas reported, 
“especially in places where 

governors either have 
reinstated or have fur-
ther enforced restrictions. 
When we see this focus 
on more cases, it doesn’t 
really matter how many 
cases — it only matters 
who gets the cases. We 
know that the infection-fa-
tality rate for people under 
70 is 0.04 percent — that’s 
less than or equal to the 
seasonal flu,” he said.

A physician told the 
Globe that because doc-
tors even can have a 
difficult time getting good 
data through their hospi-
tals, trends are far more 
important numbers than 
raw numbers to study, as it 
gives more context.

F o r  t h e  a v e r a g e 
American, faith in gov-
ernment authority was 
s ign i f i can t ly  e roded 
because of how Covid 
was handled, managed 
and grossly mismanaged. 
It’s still going on with 
politicians and the State 
of California inundat-
ing the people with 
advert isements  push-
ing Covid vaccines and 
masks by the California 
Department of Public 
Health (CDPH). These 
ads are everywhere — 
radio, television, online 
ads, social media, iHeart 
radio, Sirius radio — even 
radio hosts are being paid 
to read the CDPH ads… 

it’s difficult to escape the 
commercials.

The  governor  and 
Legislature are also seek-
ing to punish physicians 
and surgeons for “unpro-
fessional conduct” for 
advocating for the poten-
tial benefits of early 
treatment with off-la-
bel drugs, or those who 
dare to ask questions 
about COVID vaccine 
safety. Under AB 2098 
doctors will be subject 
to disciplinary actions 
by the Medical Board 
of California and the 
Os teopa th ic  Medica l 
Board of California if 
they do not adhere to the 
“approved COVID treat-
ment consensus.”

Fortunately, a group 
of California physicians 
has filed a complaint and 
motion for a preliminary 
injunction in Høeg, et al. 
v. Newsom, et al., ask-
ing the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of California prevent AB 
2098 from going into 
effect.

Will there be another 
Covid Groundhog Day? 
The Californians I talk to 
say “Oh, Hell no.”

Katy  Grimes ,  the 
Editor of the California 
Globe, is a long-time 
Investigative Journalist 
covering the California 
State Capitol. � H
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

MEDICAL SERVICES

(530) 662-0295
culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY PROPANE

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Worship 10:30 am

Small Groups meet throughout the week.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234

www.cornerstoneindixon.com

THIS WEEK’S SERMON

The Gifts of Christmas 
“The Gift of Hope”
Selected Scriptures

WEEKLY COMICS

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928
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where they said their courts 
will be directly across from 
the car wash.

Claire  Pincock,  an 
Allison Court neighbor, 
said the noise had been 
accepted by the City based 
on what was acceptable for 
a single family, not a busi-
ness. A long discussion 
followed over the level of 
noise and ultimately, the 
developer did say they 
could use special equip-
ment that could lower the 
sound of the dryers.

“The decibel level for 
multi-family is 65 but a 
single is only 60,” said 
Commissioner  Randy 
Davis. “We can't get this 
wrong because it’s seven 
days a week.” The devel-
oper ultimately responded 
that the equipment to 
reduce the sound was more 
expensive and doesn't 
work as well but said they 
“want to work in the neigh-
borhood and be part of this 
community.”

Another concern of the 
residents was declining 
property values. The car 
wash is to be open seven 
days a week from 7 a.m. to 
9 p.m. and with time, could 
typically see 325 to 350 
cars per day.

“We moved here because 
my wife fell in love with 
the town,” said Alejandro 
Ascencia. “Now, we're 
going to have cars all day 
long.”

The company tries hard 
to build each one better, 
said the developer who 
added that this one will be 
substantially quieter than 

the one on Leisure Town 
Road in Vacaville.

“I bought my home in 
2009, re-starting my life 
because it was a quiet, cute 
little home,” said resident 
Cathy Fisher. “It’s great they 
want to be here in Dixon but 
not by our home." This is 
the last lot to be developed 
since the homes in those 
courts were built and all that 
time, there have been a lot 
of dried weeds.

“We bought our home 

in 1991 and then came 
Safeway which fit into 
our neighborhood qui-
etly. Next came Lincoln 
Creek and asked for the 
driveway to be moved 
down which was done. I 
really feel Quick Quack 
does not fit in our neigh-
borhood,” said resident 
David Alvarez. “After 31 
years, there was one last 
parcel across from our 
property. I was hoping for 
a more professional [type] 

business.”
“We are one of the larg-

est car wash companies in 
the country and have ver-
ified that the noise level 
should not be excessive. 
We recycle our water and 
use significantly less than 
someone washing their 
car in the driveway with a 
hose,” the developer said.

“All the various codes 
and regulations have been 
checked through the build-
ing permit process and we 

recommend approval,” 
said City of  Dixon 
Community Development 
Director Raffi Boloyan. 
The item passed but res-
idents planned an appeal 
and did meet with City 
Manager Jim Lindley 
and made their case at the 
December 6 City Council 
meeting but were told 
by Lindley and Mayor 
Steve Bird that the appeal 
deadline had passed. No 
change was made.

In other discussions, 
the Bank of Stockton 
planned for the cor-
ner on Vaughn Road and 
North First Street next to 
Tractor Supply, sought 
Conditions of Revision 
and sought direction on 
the front corner design 
to include a decorative 
sign or statue. Some sug-
gestions were statues of 
lambs, horses, or cows 
and a welcome to the City 
of Dixon sign.� H

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM
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City Planners Approve Car Washes

Plans for two Quick Quack Car Washes have been approved for Dixon that will look like this one on Leisure Town Road in Vacaville. 
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