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Fun and Fireworks
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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The City of Dixon
and the Rotary Club of Dixon will be
hosting a 4th of July Fireworks Show
in Dixon’s Hall Park, 450 Hall Park
Drive Mayes & South Fifth Street,
where it has been held for 32 years
after a small group of local citizens
band together to bring it to fruition.

This is the first time, however,
that the City of Dixon has partnered
with the Dixon Rotary Club to host
the event and comes after a two-year
hiatus. The plan is to "welcome the
community back with the largest fire-
works display to date," according to
an announcement by the City.

The festivities will begin with the
Pat Granucci Aquatic Center in Hall
Park, 450 East Mayes Street, being
open for recreational swimming at 3

This is the first time that the City of Dixon has partnered with the Dixon
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p.m. They will remain open until 6
pm. The entry price is $5.75 per adult
and $4.00 for children and seniors.

A food truck court will be in the
parking lot of the pool from 6-9:30 p.m.

There will also be some fun
Pickleball games offered from 7-8:30
p-m. The Pickleball activities are free
and are made possible through dona-
tions. They are open to all skill levels
including beginners.

This is one of Dixon's largest
gatherings of locals and folks are
encouraged to bring blankets or lawn
chairs to view the show. There are
usually children playing frisbee or
other games and families bring water-
melon or cookies while some prefer
popcorn. Some people choose to bring
their dogs but with the loud sounds, it
may not be a good idea, but all pets
are required by law to be on a leash.

Rotary Club to host the event. Photo courtesy

The fireworks show will begin
shortly after sunset, after 9 p.m. This
free event is open to all members
of the public and is made possible
through donations. Individuals and
businesses who would like to donate
can do so by mailing a check to:
Dixon Rotary Foundation, PO Box
181, Dixon, CA 95620.

The Dixon Police Department
reminds residents that Safe and Sane
fireworks will not be permitted in
Hall Park. Fireworks that explode,
shoot through the air, move along
the ground, including skyrockets,
bottle rockets and firecrackers of
all types are never permitted. A vio-
lation of the Fireworks Ordinance
is punishable by the issuance of
an administrative citation with an
accompanying administrative fine up
to $1,000. *

Drown Used Fireworks

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixonite
Kayla Robinson wants you
to know her family's story.

The 4th of July will
never be the same for them
as one year ago, her only
brother, Danny Kittell,
lost his life in a house fire
caused by the “improper
disposal of fireworks.”

The married mother
of two small children
recanted what started as a
happy and fun family gath-
ering that turned into the
worst nightmare anyone
can imagine.

“It’s one of those things
in America that is cele-
brated every year, but you
never think that it’s going
to happen to you,” she
said. “We were all at his
home that he had just pur-
chased in North Highlands
and we went to the Rodeo
and came back with a small
pack of fireworks. They
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lasted maybe ten minutes.”
Kayla, who has lived
here since she was about

A selfie Danny Kittell of Dixon took of him and his dauhter before he died in a house fire
caused by fireworks. Photo courtesy of Kayla Robinson

8 years old describes her-
self as a mom who is “very
responsible and very cau-
tious” when it comes to
these things.

“We thought we took
all the necessary precau-
tions; hosed off the lawn
and the bushes and made
sure everything was nice

and secure. We rinsed
off all the cartridges and
made sure there was noth-
ing warm to the touch and
put it all in the trash can

that was located in the
garage. But that morning
about 2:30 am, my niece
called and said she had just

Continued on page 3

Basic
Fireworks
Safety Tips

Dixon allows the use of Safe
and Sane fireworks, but only
from June 28 to July 6 each
year. Use of any other type of
fireworks is prohibited. Photo
courtesy of Johnhill118 | Dreamstime.com

MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Severe
burns, amputations, blind-
ness, and, in some cases,
deaths are often the results
of 4th of July celebrations.

Dixon allows the use of
Safe and Sane fireworks,
but only from June 28
to July 6 each year. Use
of any other type of fire-
works is prohibited.

Fireworks that explode,
shoot through the air,
move along the ground,
including skyrockets, bot-
tle rockets, firecrackers
of all types, Roman can-
dles, etc., have always
been illegal in California.
Penalties for those caught
storing, selling, or using
these types of fireworks
can include a fine of
$1,000 and/or one year in
jail.

Many illegal fireworks
have wording such as
“D.0O.T. approved,” etc.
Don’t be misled by these
phrases; they do NOT
make such fireworks legal
in California. If the seal
of the State Fire Marshal
and the words, “Safe. .
.Sane,” do not appear on
fireworks, they should not
be used.

Here are some tips from
the Office of the State Fire
Marshall to keep you safe:
Always read directions;
always have an adult pres-
ent; use only outdoors;
never use near dry grass
or other flammable mate-
rials; Light only one at a
time; keep a safe distance;
never point or throw at
another person; have a
bucket of water and a hose
handy; never attempt to
re-light of ‘fix’ fireworks;
do not wear loose fitting
clothing; never carry in
your pocket; and remem-
ber that parents are liable
for any damage or injuries
caused by their children
using fireworks.

Dispose of fireworks
after thorough soaking
and do not put the trash
indoors or in a garage.

Report Illegal Fireworks.
All State-Approved
Fireworks are called
Safe and Sane and bear
the California State Fire
Marshall’s Seal. Anything
that goes in the air, travels,
or explodes is illegal and
dangerous. A fine in Dixon
begins at $500 for the first
offense. *

www.Independent Voice.com
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Moving On After House Fire

This building housed our rentals and was destroyed last year on
the 4th of July. Photo by Debra Dingman

By Debra Dingman

Melissa Alexander was
listening to the fireworks
that seemed to be every-
where last year on the 4th
of July while watching a
movie with her daughters,
then 6-year-old twins and
10-year-old. They were ten-
ants in a small but fitting
section of a home on the
corner North Washington
and C Streets. Suddenly,
neighbors started yelling to
get out, that there was a fire.
The four apartments were
destroyed but luckily, no
one was hurt. The cause of
the fire was "inconclusive."
Much later, the house was
sold as is.

“I lost everything includ-
ing my car,” she said. Her
and a friend went back into
the structure and took a
look around the following
week. “Everything inside
was smoke-damaged and it
was horrible to go in there.
I was able to find [my older
daughter's] necklace and
her Bible from her room
and and I was able to save
a book with the twins' pic-
tures from the hospital.”

In the past year, Melissa,
a divorcee, has had to move
several times since the fire,
trying to find an affordable
place and just in February,
got a call from a Dixon
apartment complex for a
low-income unit. She had
been on that list since 2018.
The other affects from the
fire are emotional ones.

“It’s been rough. It
was obviously a trau-
matic experience for all
of us,” she said. “I didn't
light a candle until a cou-
ple months ago. I go back
into the house and make
sure the stove is turned
off and I have a sensitiv-
ity to sounds and smoke.”
The whole property where
they live now is no smok-
ing but the slightest smell
of smoke — even cigarettes,
triggers the children, she
explained.

“The girls really don't
want to talk about it too
much but they still wanted
to drive by so we did a
couple times. I told them,
‘we won’t be doing that
again.” One of the twins
misses the old apartment
and the oldest daughter

WE SUPPORT
FIRST RESPONDERS

MPG
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likes where they are now.

“My church has been
amazing and they provided
us with a lot of support
on top of a Go-Fund-Me
fundraiser. It was over-
whelming because I really
never had support before,”
she said. They got a dif-
ferent car; “small, but it’s
ours,” she added. The fam-
ily also got a puppy.

“She is a huge distrac-
tion and makes all of us
really happy. She abso-
lutely is an emotional
support dog — and she
is the best alarm sys-
tem,” she said. This year,
Melissa plans to celebrate
the 4th of July with one
of her friends from church
who is hosting a family
get-together.

“The fire brought a
whole new meaning to
‘You never know,” ” she
said.

The Dixon Fire
Department could not spe-
cifically conclude that the
fire was started by fire-
works although illegal
fireworks continued to go
off while the firefighters
battled the blaze.

“Last year was really,
really bad and we were
inundated with calls,” said
Assistant Fire Chief John
Malone of the Dixon Fire
Department. They were also
going off behind the Dixon
Police Department where
another structure fire started
and damaged a home.

“The bad news is
that no one was left to
respond to medical help
because we were all fight-
ing those fires,” he said.
“Dixon only has so many
workers.” *

Dixon N ews Brlefs

MPG Staff

DHS Class Reunion

Mark your calendars! Class reunions
are so much fun and this one will be espe-
cially so since it is a multi-class one. The
1982 Dixon High School Class Reunion--
which will include 1979 through 1985--is
set for Friday, November 11. Classmates,
faculty, and friends are invited www.
dhsrams1982.com email dixonhigh-
classof82@yahoo.com or call Suzi
(Haase) LaChance Reunion Committee
Chairperson at 209-418-8796.

Library Storytime

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., the Dixon
Public Library offers parents and their lit-
tle ones to join them inside for storytime.
Children read, sing, and do a fun craft proj-
ect. It is geared for children under the age
of 8 or 9-years-old but if there are siblings
or special needs that want to come along
and could enjoy listening to stories, they
are welcome. The activities are free. The
library is located at 230 North First Street.

Past Parades

Thanks to Joe Azevedo and some highly
technical volunteers for the Dixon History
Society, numerous 16mm films of past
May Fair parades have been uploaded on
Google Drive and are now available for
the general public to watch on the Dixon
Historical Society website: dixonhistor-
icalsociety.org. They are from the 1950s.

In addition, elementary school year-
books from Gretchen Higgins, Tremont
Elementary and even Dixon Montessori
Charter School have also been made avail-
able for public viewing. East Elementary
School Yearbooks from 1965 to 1969 are
also available. Please support the Dixon
History Museum with an annual member-
ship and drop by to see the new displays.
It is located at 125 West A Street.

Torl Rosten and her daughter Isla regularly visit the Dixon Public lerary Chlldren S Department
especially over the summer. On July 14 at 10 a.m., there will be ‘Corny Crow,” a unique
ventriloquy show that is sure to delight. Photo by Debra Dingman

Dog Grooming

Patti Sousa-Liu, 10-year business owner
of Clip-N and Groom-N who retired a
couple years ago, is bringing herself out of
that and back into business. She does not
do cats but all size dogs.

“I really miss my customers and there
is a huge need in Dixon, right now,”
she said. To schedule your paw pal, call
(707) 635-3303.

City Council

Hopefully residents will have recovered
enough from their 4th of July celebrations
to come to the next City Council Meeting
that is only the next day, Tuesday, July 5 at
7 p.m. As always, the meeting is inside the
Council chambers at City Hall, 600 East
A Street but is also on Zoom to participate
from your computer or Granicus to watch.
See the agenda and links on the City of
Dixon website.

Memoir Writing

If you’ve ever entertained the idea of
writing down your life story, the Dixon
History Museum has an opportunity for
you. Their next Coffee Hour is set for
Wednesday, July 20, 3-4:30 p.m., at 125
West A Street and will feature Debra
Dingman, Editor and Author of Learning
A Living, Key Life Lessons Learned Over
40 Years of Juggling Jobs. Dingman will
share her experiences with getting pub-
lished by WestBow Press and being sold
at Barnes & Noble as well as Amazon.
Participants will be given ideas on how
to find their inner author and are asked
to bring three photos of different times of
their lives.

There will also be a repeat of the pop-
ular Coffee Hour on ‘Finding Your
Ancestors.” That class will be on August
17, 3 p.m. For reservation, call (707)
693-3044 or email info@dixonhistorical-
society.org. *

Air Quality Management District Awards for Clean Air Projects

Yolo-Solano Air Quality
Management District
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - At the June 8
meeting of the Yolo-Solano Air
Quality Management District’s
Board of Directors, the board
approved a total of $530,275
in funding for 10 Clean Air
Fund (CAF) projects for the
2022/2023 grant cycle.

This annual grant program
provides funding to private
businesses, non-profit organi-
zations, and public agencies for
local projects that will reduce

emissions from mobile sources
of air pollution within the dis-
trict. The funds are intended for
the purposes of implementing
the use of cleaner technologies,
low-emission vehicles, alter-
native transportation, transit
services and public education.
Funding for the CAF
Program comes from a por-
tion of the annual Department
of Motor Vehicles registra-
tion fee and additional funding
for Solano County projects
is provided by AB 8 prop-
erty tax proceeds. Funding
is awarded on a competitive

basis for projects that aim to
achieve the greatest amount
of emission reductions for the
money awarded, maximizing
cost-effectiveness.

The following is the list of
projects that were awarded
funding for the 2022/2023
cycle: River Delta Unified
School District — Green Grass
Clean Air Project (Electric
replacement of 2 gas-pow-
ered lawn mowers), Bike
Campaign — Bike Racks for
Davis and Woodland Schools,
City of Vacaville — Markham
Elementary Pedestrian

Improvements (Sidewalk
Gap Project), North Davis
Elementary — NDE Safer Bike
Racks and Happier Riders,
ROAMBase — ROAM: Shared
Bicycle Locks for Everyone,
Solano County — Foothill Drive
Bike Connection Project, West
Sacramento — OnDemand
Rideshare Recreation Center
Summer Pilot, Yolo Commute
— E-Bike Loan Program,
Solano Transportation
Authority — Eastern
Solano County Commuter
Incentive Relaunch and
Breathe California — West

Sacramento Bike Rodeo.

For more information about
the District’s Clean Air Funds
Grant Program or to register for
the mailing list to be notified
of the next application period
visit https://www.ysaqmd.org/
incentives/clean-air-funds/.

For more information about
the Yolo-Solano Air Quality
Management District, includ-
ing signing up for air quality
alerts and the monthly news-
letter, visit: www.ysaqmd.
org. Connect with the District
on Facebook or Twitter @
YoloSolanoAir. *

Can Washers

Clean Energy Funding Solutions LLC
Fevans Co, DBA La Familia Tortilla Shop
Happy Bins Cleaning
Lions Center for the Visually Impaired
State Farm — Olimpia Campos Garner
The Creative Space
Vacaville Jazz Society

and

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE - RUBY Member
Milk Farm Development LLC

For information on how the Dixon Chamber can help your business be

more successful, call 707-678-2650 or email info@dixonchamber.org.

Connect ¢« Communicate o Collaborate

The Dixon District

Chamber of Commerce
is proud to welcome the
following new members

Yoo Shitod Yo

CoRNERSTONE

THIS WEEK’S SERMON

“From Ordinary
to Extraordinary”

Ephesians 3:20

SUNDAY SERVICES
Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Worship 10:30 am
Small Groups meet throughout the week.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher

185 W. Cherry St. » Dixon « 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Soaving Cr Wonlid
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Drown Used Fireworks Beamans Win Chamber Mixer Prize

Continued from page 1

jumped out of her bedroom window, that
the house was on fire and that “My Dad
was stuck inside,” Kayla’s voice cracked.
Her niece was 11 at the time. Kayla told
her to run across the street and call 911.

“She said the firemen were pulling up,
so I stayed on the phone with her. She
was just in shock. She said she could hear
her Dad yelling. They got him out of the
house, and she thought he was fine, but
they took him immediately to the ICU,”
Kayla said. “I remember sitting in the
lobby and watching it all on the news and
watching his house burn. He ended up
passing on July 6 in the evening. Eighty
percent of his body was burned but the
main thing was the smoke damage to his
brain,” she said, pausing again.

“When it was time to let him go and
my mom was holding his hand, she told
him, ‘Danny, we love you and everything
is going to be fine. Give us a sign that
you can hear me.” Across the entire room,

and the second she said that the [sen-
sored] towel dispenser spit out a paper
towel. There was no wind, no shadow,
nothing that could have set that off,” she
said. And then he died. Danny was 33.

Firefighters originally thought the fire
started in the front yard but after investi-
gations, the family was told it was caused
by “improper disposal of fireworks.”

“If I had known before that those extra
seconds it takes to soak them would have
kept him alive...everyone needs to know
and take the time. Leave them in a bucket
of water. If you think everything is safe,
do another round with the hose knowing
how dangerous those things can be,” she
said. “After the fact, our lives have never
been the same.”

Kayla is diligent now to make sure the
smoke detectors work and they have an
escape plan, for example.

“It’s been a full year of adjusting to
him not being there,” she said. “It’s not
really a holiday.” *
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Steve Beaman, center, accepts a week-long advertising certificate from Leanna and Thomas
Jackson of VEALE Outdoor Advertising. Beaman won it at the last Chamber of Commerce
Mixer and his wife, Janice, said it would be donated to Rotary for promoting a crab feed or
another Rotary event. The Jacksons shared their story of beginning the business with one
outdoor sign and now they have them in more than a dozen locations all over northern
California. The large billboard-size electronic sign is along the stretch of Interstate 80 in Dixon.
For more information on the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, call (707) 678-2650. Photo courtesy of
Robin Tully

Dixon Senior Center Activities
=

& 1 3 3
Senior citizens listen to an announcement about upcoming activities by Phyllis Nixon. Photo
courtesy of Cookie Powell

Senior Center events
started slowly trickling
'back to normal.' People
started coming back to
see old friends and get out
of their homes finally, but
slowly, and some are still
hesitant. I am happy to
report that participation is
growing and there is a big
list of fun things coming
up.

In June 2021, Senior
Club president, Phillis
Nixon, called together the
members of Senior Club
Board and The Advocates
for Dixon Seniors Group
and floated the idea of us
merging. We all agreed at
that meeting that the two
groups needed each other’s
help to get our activities,

decreased over the last few
years.

Since that June day,
we have been meeting
monthly and getting along
famously. Together, we
organized a successful,
albeit smaller than usual,
Senior Resource Fair in
April 2022. A good time
was had by all and we plan
to do it again.

Now, many fun activities
are planned each month.
The Ice Cream Socials also
happen monthly. At the
next one, we will be enter-
tained by a live barbershop
quartet.

On Wednesdays Scott
Stacey will be calling
Bingo from noon to 2 pm.
It costs 5-cents a Bingo

Bunch is on Friday, July 8,
at the Frying Pan.

On Saturday, September
17, there are plans for an
indoor Garage Sale. Sellers
get to have a table for $10
to sell whatever treasures
they must let go of. As
a registered Garage-sale
NUT, I will be there. I have
treasures to let go of and to
find.

If you are a senior citi-
zen and want to participate
in any of the fun events,
call Recreation Manager
Austin George at the Dixon
Senior Center, (707) 678-
7022. Become a member
of the Senior Club and
you’ll receive in your mail-
box the official calendar
of events each time a new

By Cookie Powell

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The

following is some infor-
mation about the Senior
Center activities and the

Senior Club.
After COVID restric-
tions were eased, the

events and advocacy work
going strong again. Both
groups’ membership had

card to play plus there are
prizes and refreshments.
The next Out-to-Lunch

one comes out. There is a
Senior Center page on the
City of Dixon website. %

Planning Council Seeks Members

SCOE News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) -
The Solano County Child
Care Planning Council
is seeking new mem-
bers who are interested in
understanding the needs
of the Solano County
child care community and
have a desire to help plan
and implement beneficial
strategies. Solano County
Planning Council’s
mission is to provide lead-
ership and advocacy for
the development of high
quality, accessible, and
affordable child care pro-
grams for every child and
family in Solano County.
The Solano County
Child Care Planning
Council supports the over-
all coordination of child
care services in Solano
County. Their most import-
ant goal is collaborating
with community partners
to developed plans that
will support child care pro-
viders based on the needs
of the families they serve.

The council is made of up
of a diverse group of mem-
bers representing public
agencies, community rep-
resentatives, child care
providers and consumers
accessing child care ser-
vices in Solano County.
“High-quality learn-
ing environments are
critical and founda-
tional for young children.
Solano’s Child Care
Planning Council serves
an important role in pro-
viding leadership and
advocacy for every child
and family in Solano
County,” commented
Solano Superintendent
of Schools Lisette
Estrella-Henderson.
Every five years
Solano’s Child Care
Planning Council is
responsible for assessing
the countywide child care
needs and creating and
implementing compre-
hensive plans designed to
identify public and private
resources to address those
needs. The assessment

focuses on identifying
local funding priorities
for general child care,
developmental and state
preschool programs, as
well as, fostering local
partnerships with a vari-
ety of public and private
organizations. By culti-
vating these partnerships,
the council strives to opti-
mize resources and staff
needed to reduce and elim-
inate countywide child
care shortages.

To view and complete
a council membership
application please visit
www.solanocoe.net/
childcarelpc.

For more information
about the Solano County
Child Care Planning
Council or becoming a
member, please contact
Bronwyn Kennedy at 707-
339-4452 or bkennedy@
solano.net. Visit www.
solanocoe.net/childcarelpc
to view the general mem-
bership meeting schedule
or to submit a public
comment. *

Holding July 4th Boating Under
the Influence Checkpoints

California State Parks
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - On one of the dead-
liest holidays for recreational boating-related
accidents, California State Parks Division of
Boating and Waterways (DBW) is remind-
ing recreational boaters to avoid alcohol this
Fourth of July holiday weekend. DBW and
more than 45 law enforcement entities across
California will be participating in a nation-
wide boating under the influence (BUI) effort
from July 2 — 4. Dubbed “Operation Dry
Water,” law enforcement entities will increase
patrols and/or carry out BUI checkpoints.

For the 13th straight year, the goal of the
Operation Dry Water campaign is to reduce
the number of alcohol and drug-related
accidents and fatalities and educate water
enthusiasts about the deadly consequences of
BUI. According to the National Association
of State Boating Law Administrators, where
the primary cause was known, alcohol use
continues to be the leading known contribut-
ing factor in recreational boating deaths in the
United States.

“Spending time with family and friends in
a boat on California’s waterways is one of the
most popular ways people enjoy the Fourth of

July Weekend,” said DBW’s Acting Deputy
Director Ramona Fernandez. “We would like
to remind boating enthusiasts that drinking
and boating is just as deadly as drinking and
driving. The environmental stressors of the
marine environment accelerate the impairing
effects of alcohol. We encourage boaters to
keep alcohol off the water completely.”

It is against the law in California to oper-
ate a boat or water ski with a blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of 0.08 percent or
more. Officers may also arrest boaters with a
BAC less than 0.08 percent if conditions are
deemed unsafe. BUI convictions can result
in up to six months in jail and/or fines of
up to $1,000. Two convictions within seven
years could add a jail term of up to one year.
Boaters caught operating under the influence
may also have their voyage terminated and
their vessel impounded.

This year’s Operation Dry Water
California State Parks and Recreation
Area participants include:

Auburn State Recreation Area (Auburn),
Folsom Lake (Sacramento County), Lake
Oroville (Butte County), Millerton Lake
(Fresno County): Ocotillo Wells District
(Imperial and San Diego), Silverwood
Lake (San Bernardino County) *
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WE HAVE THE RIGHT TIRES FOR YOUR
CAR OR TRUCK FOR LESS!
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All Tires Come with FREE Rotations, Flats and Balance,
for the Life of a Set of 4 Tires.

DINON
1RE PROS

(707) 678-1669

205 Stratford Avenue, Dixon
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FUL SEHVE BIKE SHOP
Professional
Affordable Repairs
FAST SERVICE!

Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM « Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM
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539 N. Adams St., Dixon « 707.678.4330
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Supreme Court Gives Business
a ‘Tort Wars' Win

A

By Dan Walters
CALMatters.org

“Tort wars” is the term
Capitol insiders apply
to the perennial politi-
cal conflict over the rules
governing personal injury
lawsuits.

Lawyers who file such
suits seek to expand oppor-
tunities for litigation, often
in concert with other inter-
ests, such as unions and
environmental activists.

Business and employer
groups and their insurers
resist such expansion and
occasionally propose ways
to reduce exposure.

The conflict plays out
in the Legislature, in the
courts and in ballot mea-
sures with countless
billions of dollars at stake
in outcomes. Earlier
this year, a 44-year-long
dispute over medical mal-
practice compensation was
resolved in a compromise
that averted a ballot mea-
sure battle.

However, there are many
other fronts in tort wars,
including one that resulted
in a U.S. Supreme Court
ruling last week.

In 2003, just four days
after California voters
decided to remove him
from office, then-Gov. Gray
Davis handed personal
injury lawyers and unions
a major victory by sign-
ing legislation called the
Private Attorneys General
Act (PAGA). It enabled
workers who had disputes

with their employers to file
class action lawsuits even
if they had signed pre-em-
ployment agreements to
submit such disputes to
arbitration.

Advocates said it was
needed to protect workers’
rights and make up for the
state labor department’s
inability to keep up with
disputes over wages and
other working conditions.
Business and employer
groups said it gave greedy
lawyers a license to
demand big settlements of
cases and earn big contin-
gency fees.

Ultimately, business
interests spent millions of
dollars to qualify a bal-
lot measure that would gut
PAGA. The initiative peti-
tions have been submitted
for signature-counting, but
probably too late for the
2022 ballot. Most likely it
will go to voters in 2024,

Meanwhile, a case chal-
lenging PAGA’s provisions
has been winding through
state and federal courts and
the U.S. Supreme Court last
week declared that some
important features are void
because they conflict with
the Federal Arbitration Act,
which encourages civil dis-
putes to be arbitrated rather
than litigated.

The case involved Viking
River Cruises and one
of its employees, former
sales representative Angie
Moriana. Essentially, the
Supreme Court declared
that California’s Supreme
Court had erred in a pre-
vious PAGA case and
state courts had applied
that erroneous decision,
involving the division of
individual and class action
complaints, to Moriana’s
case.

The decision was not
unexpected, given the tenor

of oral arguments, but sur-
prisingly did not reflect
the court’s much-discussed
6-3 ideological split. The
vote was 8-1 with only
the court’s most conser-
vative member, Clarence
Thomas, fully dissenting,
saying state issues should
be left to state legislatures
and courts.

Predictably, even a
Supreme Court decision
does not end the battle
over PAGA because it was
decided on technical legal
points rather than the
broader issue.

Unions, lawyers and their
political allies immediately
pledged to write new leg-
islation to get around the
Supreme Court decree.
Sen. Dave Cortese, a San
Jose Democrat who chairs
the state Senate’s labor
committee, said the ruling
“has provided a roadmap
as to how we can create for
employees a new pathway
to legal standing as well as
safeguard the protections
that state law puts in place
for our workers.”

Because the Supreme
Court did not strike down
all of PAGA, the business
coalition backing the bal-
lot measure, dubbed the
California Fair Pay and
Employer Accountability
Act, pledged to con-
tinue its campaign. “Even
with the SCOTUS ruling
on Viking River Cruises,
PAGA will still be an ave-
nue for shakedown claims
against businesses where
trial attorneys take a huge
portion of the recovery,
leaving employees with a
reduced amount,” it said.

Dan Walters has been
a journalist for nearly
60 years, spending all
but a few of those years
working for California
newspapers. *

DWR Offers Grants to Protect Communities,
Support Fish Populations and Restore Streams

DWR News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- The Department of
Water Resources (DWR)
on Wednesday, June
1, released the final
Guidelines and Proposal
Solicitation Package for
the Riverine Stewardship
Program, which provides
funding to plan and imple-
ment projects that will
reduce flooding, improve
water quality, and restore
streams, creeks, and rivers
to enhance the environ-
ment for fish, wildlife, and
people.

As communities and
wildlife alike face chal-
lenges posed by climate
extremes and California’s
ongoing drought condi-
tions, the program will
award up to $15 million
in competitive grants to
implement projects that
help reduce flood risk,
increase water supply, and
enhance and restore fish
populations and habitat.
The funding will be deliv-
ered through the Riverine
Stewardship Program and
its two subprograms the
Urban Streams Restoration
Program (USRP) and
the San Joaquin Fish
Population Enhancement
Program.

All three programs will
help support watersheds,
local wildlife, and aquatic
habitat. Eligible projects

bank stabilization, water
temperature improvements
and habitat enhancements
to increase water supply
reliability to help fish adapt
to climate change.
“Climate change is driv-
ing multiple threats to
California including the
severe drought conditions
that challenge our commu-
nities and fish populations
alike,” said DWR Director
Karla Nemeth. “This fund-
ing supports a local and
state partnership to make
our communities and their
streams more drought resil-
ient for people and fish.”
Both the Riverine
Stewardship Program
and San Joaquin Fish
Population Enhancement
Program are funded by
Proposition 13, while the
Urban Streams Restoration
Program is funded by
Proposition 68, 84, and
state budget general funds.
During the 2019 solic-
itation, DWR awarded
$54.4 million in compet-
itive grants to 20 projects
that improve habitat and
spawning conditions for
fish species, reduce flood
risk to property and local
communities, and more.
The Urban Streams
Restoration Program,
which has funded proj-
ects for 35 years, recently
celebrated ribbon cutting
ceremonies for previously
completed restoration

Barbara, Berkeley, and
Santa Rosa.

Applications will be
accepted starting June
1, 2022, and funding is
available for Tribes, local
public agencies, and certi-
fied non-profits as specified
in the program guidelines
and proposal solicitation
package. Other applicant
types such as community
groups will be considered
on a case-by-case basis.
For-profit corporations,
non-public entities, and
individual landown-
ers are not eligible. The
released guidelines will
also address future funding
that may become avail-
able to DWR through the
20222023 Budget Act
to address drought resil-
ience and aquatic habitat
improvements.

The Urban Streams
Restoration Program also
provides funding and tech-
nical assistance for public
engagement, outreach, and
underrepresented com-
munity support. DWR
encourages community
participation in project
design and implementa-
tion to promote educational
opportunities to commu-
nity members of all ages
and increase understanding
of the project’s benefits.

For more information
about upcoming grant
opportunities, visit DWR’s
Grants and Loans web-

Farm and Business Groups Demand
State Action on Water Projects

A coalition of agriculture and business
groups is imploring Gov. Gavin Newsom
and the Legislature to boost water stor-
age and supplies as the drought threatens
California’s food, energy and housing sec-
tors. “Our existing water system can no
longer deliver the water necessary to sus-
tain the world’s fifth-largest economy,”
the groups wrote in a June 14 letter to
state officers. The signatories included
the California Farm Bureau, the Valley Ag
Water Coalition, Western Growers and the
California Business Roundtable.

Farm Bureau President: Water Rule Should
Protect Farmers From Costly Legal Expenses

California Farm Bureau President
Jamie Johansson told leaders of the
Environmental Protection Agency that the
pending “waters of the United States” rule
— or WOTUS — must provide protections
for normal farming activities. Johansson
addressed agency officials while leading
a June 16 Western states roundtable dis-
cussion on the rule. He said, “California’s
farmland provides many social and
ecosystem benefits” and that “small,
family-owned businesses” shouldn’t be
saddled with costly legal expenses for

their sustainable farming practices.

Klamath Farmers Fallowing Fields

Amid Water Shortages

The water year is grim for farmers and
ranchers in California’s Klamath Basin.
Pasture lands are drying up and farmers are
fallowing vast field crop acreage. Those
who still have well water are having to pay
increasing costs for pumping. The fallout
comes after the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
announced in April that farmers would get
15% or less of surface water allocations
from Upper Klamath Lake. Lucky Ackley,
a cattle rancher and hay and alfalfa farmer,
said, “We’re almost to be breaking point
where ... there’s no profit left.”

Seeds for Bees Program Helps Farmers
Nurture Pollinator Habitat

California farmers are planting thousands
of acres of forage cover crops that provide
nutrition for honeybees and other pollina-
tors that are essential for farm commodities,
including the state’s nearly 3-billion-pound
almond crop. The Seeds for Bees program
provides cover-crop seeds and technical
support for growers. June 20-26 is National
Pollinator Week. It celebrates the role of
pollinators that help many crops — from
almonds to blueberries, strawberries to pep-
pers — to survive and thrive. *

CDFW Awards for Ecosystem
and Watershed Restoration

CDFW News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The California Department
of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) announced
the selection of 23 proj-
ects to receive funding
for projects to restore and
protect multi-benefit eco-
system restoration and
protection projects under
its Proposition 1 grant
programs.

The awards, totaling $26
million, were made under
CDFW’s 2022 Prop. 1
Watershed Restoration Grant
and Delta Water Quality
and Ecosystem Restoration
Grant Program Proposal
Solicitation Notice.

Of the $26 million,
approximately $21 mil-
lion was awarded to 15
projects statewide through
the Prop. 1 Watershed
Restoration Grant Program.
Approximately $5 million
was awarded to eight proj-
ects through the Prop. 1
Delta Water Quality and
Ecosystem Restoration
Grant Program to proj-
ects that directly benefit the
Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta.

“California’s fish, wildlife
and their habitats are fac-
ing continued impacts from
climate change including
persistent drought condi-
tions,” said CDFW Director
Charlton H. Bonham.

“These impacted species
need strong conservation
and protection efforts now
more than ever. The projects
that were awarded funding
this year represent a col-
lective effort to meet these
challenges and push toward
our conservation goals
under California’s 30x30
Initiative.”

The approved projects
complement CDFW’s ongo-
ing initiatives toward species
recovery and provide resil-
ience to climate change,
representing priorities out-
lined in the solicitation,
as well as the California
Water Action Plan, State
Wildlife Action Plan,
Sacramento Valley Salmon
Resiliency Strategy, Delta
Plan, California EcoRestore,
Safeguarding California
Plan, the California
Biodiversity Initiative and
the fulfillment of CDFW’s
mission.

Projects approved for

funding through the Prop. 1
Watershed Grant Programs
include:

Acquisition Projects:

2022 Upper Truckee
River Watershed Acquisition
($1,500,000 to California
Tahoe Conservancy);
YMCA Camp Jones Gulch
Conservation Easement
(81,002,000 to Sempervirens
Fund).

Additional projects are
still under consideration.
General information about
CDFW’s Prop. | Restoration
Grant Programs, as well as a
schedule for upcoming grant
solicitations, once available,
can be found at www.wild-
life.ca.gov/grants.

Funding for these projects
comes from Prop. 1 bond
funds, a portion of which are
allocated annually through
the California State Budget
Act. More information about
Prop. 1 is on the California
Natural Resources Agency
website. *

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

Dixon Independent Voice
isa member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,

&
|

contributors.

IndegEndent Voi

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1994

Itis the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our

The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.

v

7

Subscriptions should be mailed to:
Dixon Independent Voice
P.O. Box 11086, Dixon, CA 95620

projects located in Santa page. *

A Veteran
Hhark Today

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher.” If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

include habitat restoration, Subscription rate is $35 per year within Dixon and Solano County.

Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published
weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

mrG W

CIRCULATION

COUNCIL




Dixon Independent Voice

JULY 1, 2022+ 5

Sacramento selects Keegan
Murray in 2022 NBA Draft

ez T

Kings general manager Monte McNair speak at a press
conference to recap the 2022 NBA Draft on Thursday, June 23
at the Golden 1 Center practice facility in Sacramento.

Story and photo
by Shaun Holkko,
sports editor

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Anxious Kings fans
waited outside the Golden
1 Center on Thursday
afternoon in scold-
ing 100-degree weather
to see who the team
would select in the 2022
NBA Draft.

NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver stepped to
the podium around 5:30
p-m. PST and announced,
“With the fourth pick in
the 2022 NBA Draft, the
Sacramento Kings select
Keegan Murray from the
University of lowa.”

The reaction among the
hundreds of Kings faith-
ful that braved the heat
to witness what could be
a franchise-altering selec-
tion was mixed, to say
the least.

As a sophomore with
the Hawkeyes, Murray
was selected to the All-
Big Ten first team after
averaging 23.5 points, 8.7
rebounds, 1.5 assists, and
1.3 steals in just under
32 minutes a game in 35
starts. He made a huge
leap in scoring from his
freshman year, increas-
ing his points per game by

16.3, which is the largest
increase in PPG by a Big
Ten player in the last 25
seasons.

“Keegan Murray was
the best player avail-
able and we jumped at
the chance to select him,”
McNair said in a press
conference after the draft.
“I think as we went along,
and certainly as we got
into the final days, it was
just apparent to us that
if Keegan Murray was
there, that was going to be
the best course of action
for us.”

The 21-year-old ranked
fourth in the country in
scoring average and first
in total points (822) and
field goals (307). He also
displayed his versatility
last season as the only col-
legiate player with at least
50 dunks and 50 3-point-
ers. Murray is the highest
drafted player in lowa his-
tory and the first Hawkeye
to be selected in the first
round of the NBA Draft
since 1998.

At 6-foot-8 and 215
pounds, Murray cemented
himself as one of the best
power forwards in the
nation in the 2021-22 sea-
son, winning the Karl
Malone Power Forward
of the Year Award.

Murray was also named a
consensus first-team All-
American and the Big
Ten Tournament Most
Outstanding Player.

In the second round of
the draft, Sacramento was
scheduled to pick at No.
37 and No. 49. However,
McNair traded away both
picks on Thursday, deal-
ing the latter first. Just
before 10 a.m. PST, the
Kings exchanged the
49th pick for the rights
to Sasha Vezenkov and
cash consideration from
the Cleveland Cavaliers,
according to McNair. The
26-year-old was a first-
team All-EuroLeague
selection in 2022 and
was selected 57th overall
in 2017 by the Brooklyn
Nets.

“Sasha, certainly the
intrigue with him is his
size with his shooting,”
McNair said. “Somebody
whose hit threes at a high
clip but also can playmake
and just shows his feel out
there on the court. The
fact that he’s done it at
arguably the second-best
league in the world at an
age where he’s just enter-
ing his prime, we love to
see that.”

Sacramento waited until
they were on the clock at
No. 37 to trade the other
second-rounder. The Kings
traded the pick to the
Dallas Mavericks for two
future second-round picks,
according to McNair. NBA
insider Marc Stein reports
that the picks are for 2024
and 2028.

Following the conclusion
of the draft, Sacramento
reportedly agreed to deals
with two undrafted free
agents. The Kings agreed to
a two-way deal with shoot-
ing guard Keon Ellis from
Alabama, The Athletic
reported. Sacramento
agreed to terms with for-
ward Jeriah Horne from
Tulsa, as reported by Yahoo
Sports. *

"Speak on It, Mike Brown 1s ‘Here to Win

Center in Sacramento.

Story and photo
by Shaun Holkko, sports editor

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Hours after parad-
ing through the streets of San Francisco to
celebrate the Golden State Warriors’ fourth
championship in eight years, Mike Brown was
formally introduced Tuesday afternoon as the
new coach of the Sacramento Kings.

Brown is the 20th head coach in
Sacramento franchise history and the 12th
since Rick Adelman departed the organiza-
tion in 2006. Adelman is currently the only
Sacramento coach to lead the team to a win-
ning record. The Basketball Hall of Famer
had a (.633) regular season winning percent-
age along with eight playoff appearances in
eight years.

“I’'m excited about being here,” Brown said
at his introductory press conference. “The fan
base is tremendous. | remember back in the
day, them damn cowbells just use to ring in
my ear and use to drive me crazy. | hope we
get back to that point because now I’d love to
hear them cowbells every game.

“I’d be the first one raising the roof and tell-
ing everybody to get up and ring those things
all day long. The fans, they’re extremely pas-
sionate, they’re knowledgeable and I’m just
looking forward to being around them.”

Brown has been as an NBA head coach
on three separate occasions, with the Los
Angeles Lakers (2011-12) and twice with
the Cleveland Cavaliers (2005-10 & 13-14).
In seven full seasons as the leading man,
Brown has led his teams to the playoffs six
times, without a single first round elimination.
Brown was named the NBA Coach of the Year
in 2009 after leading Cleveland to a 66-16
record and a trip to the Eastern Conference
Finals.

“We conducted a very robust, thorough,
comprehensive process and we wanted to

New Kings head coach Mike Brown (right) smiles and answers a question alongside general
manager Monte McNair at his introductory press conference on Tuesday, June 21 at Golden 1

ensure that we found the right coach,” said
Kings general manager Monte McNair. “We
did a lot of research, and it came down to
really three key things for us: experience,
successful head coaching experience; rela-
tionships, the ability to build relationships
across the organization; and leadership, as a
head coach and leadership for everything that
we’re trying to do here.”

During seven plus seasons as a head coach
in the league, Brown has a winning record in
both the regular season (.616) and playoffs
(.566). The 52-year-old spent the last six sea-
sons as an assistant coach with the Warriors,
adding three rings to the one he earned as an
assistant with the San Antonio Spurs in 2003.

“We gotta get one for the thumb, I only got
four!” Brown said to a media member while
pounding the table with a laugh and a smile.

Brown expressed three areas of focus as he
enters his new role: 1. An alignment of trusts
within the organization. 2. A set of values
upheld by leadership. 3. An embracement of
your role.

“I was brought here to bring some leader-
ship in a lot of different areas,” Brown said.
“I’ve been with a lot of different teams in my
30 years, and I’ve experienced what I believe
is something that can get organizations over
the top, not just in one year, but year in and
year out, and that’s having a winning culture.
Every organization out there in my opin-
ion has a soul. A strong soul in my opinion
equates to a winning culture.”

It’s well chronicled that the Kings’ active
playoff drought is the longest in NBA history
at 16 seasons. Some new coaches may try and
avoid questions about it, but not Brown.

“There ain’t no elephant in the room, you
can speak on it,” Brown said. “We’re going
to embrace that. ’'m not coming here to ‘have
fun and be excited enjoying the area.” I'm
coming here to win!” *

UC Davis Health Performs First Robotic-Assisted Bronchoscopy Procedure

UCD News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- UC Davis Health physi-
cians have performed the
first single-anesthesia diag-
nosis to treatment of lung
cancer using a fully robotic
approach in the UC Health
System.

The procedure, known
as robotic-assisted bron-
choscopy, allows for the
diagnosis and removal of
a lung cancer mass during
one surgery. It reduces
anxiety and unnecessary
waiting time for patients.

Interventional Pulmon-
ology is one of six
specialties in which UC
Davis Medical Center
offers minimally inva-
sive, robotic-assisted
technology. Others include
gastrointestinal, cardio-
thoracic, gynecologic
oncology, otolaryngology
and urologic surgery.

“Innovations such as
the robotic bronchos-
copy platform are patient
care at the absolute high-
est level, from diagnosis to
treatment with a multidis-
ciplinary team approach,”
said Bahareh Nejad, med-
ical director of Robotic
Surgery. “As we con-
tinue to grow the UC
Davis Robotics Program,
the institutional support

we have received has
been instrumental. We
are excited to facilitate
more growth with robotic
surgery to make patient
treatment better and more
efficient.”

Streamlining
patient care

Traditionally, when a
patient is diagnosed with
a suspicious nodule or
mass in their lung, they
are referred to a pulmonol-
ogist, who may perform a
lung biopsy to confirm if it
is cancerous.

If the lung nodule or
mass is confirmed to be
cancer, the patient may be
referred to a thoracic sur-
geon, who determines if it
can be surgically removed.
If it can, the patient under-
goes another procedure on
a separate day that requires
additional anesthesia. On
average, patients may wait
up to three months from
the time a nodule or mass
is first discovered to when
they receive a diagnosis
and treatment.

“Waiting months
between a biopsy and a
diagnosis can be an emo-
tionally difficult and
exhausting experience
for patients,” said Chinh
Phan, director of the UC
Davis Interventional

Pulmonology Program.
“By utilizing the robot-
ic-assisted bronchoscopy
platform we can help
reduce the anxiety and
unnecessary waiting times
that patients traditionally
experience.”

The robotic-assisted
bronchoscopy proce-
dure utilizes the Ion
Endoluminal Platform
by Intuitive. The high-
tech system creates a 3D
map of the patient’s lungs
using a CT scan. The soft-
ware then generates the
safest and most efficient
route through the lung to
the nodule or mass. Once
the route is determined, an
ultrathin and ultra-maneu-
verable catheter is guided
to the site of the lung
nodule or mass, where it
is marked and biopsied
with precision and stabil-
ity. Lymph nodes are also
biopsied during the same
procedure, using endo-
bronchial ultrasound. The
samples are then evaluated
on-site.

If the lung nodule
is determined to be an
early-stage cancer, the sur-
gical team uses the same
navigational route to mark
the area with dye to pre-
pare for its removal. Then,
the patient, still asleep, has
a second robotic procedure

to remove the lung cancer
on the same day.

Recently, the UC Davis
Health team identified a
1.5 cm pulmonary nodule
in the right upper lobe of
a patient’s lung, perform a
biopsy, identify malignant
cells from rapid on-site
evaluation, and inject an
inert dye for marking, all
within 45 minutes. Surgeon
Luis Godoy subsequently
used the Da Vinci Robotic
System by Intuitive to
safely resect the lung
cancer. The patient was
discharged home 24 hours
after being diagnosed and
cured of lung cancer.

“With these two robotic
technologies, we now have
the ability to diagnose and
treat suspected early-stage
lung cancer patients in
one anesthetic event,”
explained Phan. “To put
it into perspective, the
National Comprehensive
Cancer Network guidelines
for time from diagnosis to
surgical treatment of lung
cancer is eight weeks; we
have set a new standard
for innovative and efficient
patient care.”

Shift in preventative
screening

Lung cancer is the lead-
ing cause of cancer-related
death in the United States

among men and women,
making up almost a quarter
of all cancer mortalities. It
is a malignancy that tends
to spread quickly, shows
no symptoms unless it is
very advanced, and can
silently spread to virtually
any part of the body. This
makes early screening and
treatment critical.

In 2021, the United
States Preventive Services
Task Force updated its
lung cancer screening
guidelines, making more
people than ever eligible.
The new guidelines recom-
mend annual screening in
adults aged 50 to 80 years
who have a 20 pack-year
smoking history and cur-
rently smoke or have quit
within the past 15 years.
By some estimates, 14.5
million Americans are
now candidates for screen-
ing — an increase of 6.5
million people, including
more high-risk women,
and Black and Hispanic
smokers, who were previ-
ously underrepresented in
screened populations.

“The most effective
method for treating can-
cer is to catch it early and
to start treatment as soon as
possible,” explained Phan.
“With these news screening
guidelines and our robot-
ic-assisted bronchoscopy

platform, we are introduc-
ing a paradigm shift in
lung cancer treatment that
will further advance health
equity for our community
and others.”

Collaboration and
looking forward

The robotic bron-
choscopy program is a
multidisciplinary collabo-
ration. It includes operating
room staff, the anesthesia
and pathology teams and
leadership, who provided
the necessary tools and
facility space to deliver the
best care possible.

“We would not have
been able to implement
this innovative platform
without the commitment
of everyone involved and
I am thankful to all who
contributed to this mile-
stone achievement,” said
Phan. “Our health system
is now equipped to help
patients detect and defeat
lung cancer earlier.”

Moving forward, the
UC Davis Interventional
Pulmonology Program has
already implemented strat-
egies of growth in their
integrated service lines and
plans to implement their
comprehensive anesthetic
diagnosis, staging, and
lobectomy into additional
treatment programs. *
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Local Classified

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing
will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit! Limited
offerl Why wait? Call now:
1-855-667-0380 (Cal-
CAN)

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript  submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-877-538-9554 or
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup —
Running or Not - 24 Hour

Response - Maximum
Tax Donation — Help Find
Missing Kids! Call 1-888-
491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news
and entertainment any-
where. More top premi-
um channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-
SCAN)

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per
month. Get More For Your
High-Speed Internet Thing.
Ask us how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today
1-855-397-7909. (SCAN)

Child Care

ORTIZ FAMILY DAY
CARE

Snacks, Meals, School
Transportation Provided

3:30 am to 5:30 pm

707-628-5675

lic. #463004041

Classified

Advertising

916 773-1111

Over $10K in Debt? Be
debt free in 24 to 48
months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-888-
508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation
Experts
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-372-0408

Health & Medical

Applying for Social
Security  Disability — or
Appealing a  Denied

Claim? Call Bill Gordon &
Assoc. Our case manag-
ers simplify the process &
work hard to help with your
case. Call 1-844-998-1460
FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)](Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS!
Save money on your dia-
betic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for mon-
itors, test strips, insulin
pumps, catheters and
more! To learn more, call
now! 1-855-702-3408.
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen One Gb.
1-6 flow settings. Designed for
24 hour oxygen use. Compact
and Lightweight. Get a Free
Info kit today: 1-844-359-3976
(CalSCAN)

Aloe Care Health, medi-
cal alert system. The most
advanced medical alert
product on the market. Voice-
activated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer? call and men-
tion offer code CARE20 to get
$20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today? 1-844-790-1673.
(Cal-SCAN)

HERNIA REPAIR? DID
YOU RECEIVE A HERNIA
MESH PATCH between
2009- present? Did you
suffer complications from
removal surgery, bowel per-
foration, infection, abdom-
inal wall tears, puncture of
abdominal organs or in-
testinal fistulae after place-
ment of this device? You
may be entitled to compen-
sation. Attorney Charles
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
(Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome)
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health,
beauty, weight or hair loss
and even for your pets.
Check out these products;
canderson.myctfo.com ¢

Insurance/Health

Lowest Prices on Health
Insurance. We have the
best rates from top compa-
nies! Call Now! 1-888-989-
4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning
and losing an election is
how campaign dollars are-
spent. Get the best ROI by
using our deep relation-
ships in every community
inCalifornia. Our on-the-
ground knowledge is in-
dispensable to campaigns
thatwant results. For more
info on multi-market eth-
nic and non-ethnic solu-
tions callCecelia @ (916)
288-6011 or email ceceli-
acnpa.com

April 16-19, 2022

June 17-28, 2022

Tour August 1521, 2022

~BASEBALL..

Texas Tour Home games fior the Howston Astros and Texas
P Rangers. Tow begins in Dallas/Fort Worth and ends
in Houston

West Coast Tour > Horme: games for Arizona, San Diego, Los Angeles
(Dodgers & Angels), San Francisco, Caldand

and Seatfle. Tour begins in Phoenix and ends in Seattle.

Field of Dreams | Home games for Chicago |Cubs/Whits Sox),
Brewers and Twins. Also a visit to the Field
of Dreams movie site. Tour beginsiends in Minnesota

Teurs include deiuxs moter cosch tanapscision, nddtiznal sighiseeing opgarunties ard qualiy geme fkelshotels

Call for a FREE brochure: 507.217.1326

Wiill juice in your home for
you. Have juicer will travel.
Used juicers wanted. 916
370-0858

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at
all major secular & special-
ty Christian bookstores.
CALL  Christian  Faith
Publishing ~ for  your
FREE author submis-

sion kit. 1-877-330-3936

Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again! Call
1-866-945-3038 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on
installation. (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing an election is
how campaign dollars are
spent. Get the best ROI
by using our deep relation-
ships in every community
in California. Our on-the-
ground knowledge is in-
dispensable to campaigns
that want results. For more
info on multi-market ethnic
and non-ethnic solutions
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip
as an area spray to control lyme
disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, &
mosquitoes where they breed. At
Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.
com). (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE
MOVING: Call today for
a FREE QUOTE from
America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of mov-
ing! Speak to a Relocation
Specialist, call 844-857-
1737 (Cal-SCAN)

Tax Services

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k
OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &
bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll
issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 1-855-970-
2032 (CalSCAN)

Work Wanted

Is it time to declutter and
clean your garage and
house? | can help! And |
prune and weed and wash
windows. References,
College grad. Call Tim, 916-
370-0858. (MPG 12-31-21)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company  www.viploan.
com Call 818 248-0000
Broker-principal DRE
01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*

V.IP. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER4) YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *suficient equity required - no consumerloans
Real Estate License #01041073
CADepartment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
‘points & fees than conventional discount loans

YEAR LAND
SALE - Final week! 5
Acre Creekfront or Creek
Access Tracts. 20+ mile
views. Prime location near
Kerrville. 45 minutes to San
Antonio. Enjoy incredible
Hill Country living! High
speed internet. Excellent
financing. MUST SEE! Call
1-877-888-7579, ext 564.
CreeksideatCampVerde.

com (Cal-SCAN)

Qutside Inn

RV campsite
available.
(707) 678-4059

FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals.
Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertise in
your local
community
newspaper

Call
916 773-1111

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for
Mom simplifies the process
of findingv senior living at
no cost to your family. Call
1-844-741-0130 today.
(Cal-SCAN)

v Acre Homesites
wom *59,900

- Easy drive to DFW

We
Support
Our
Military

9 Acres & New Barndo’
shell onty 119,900 =

« Fiber-Optic internet = work from homae!

337 X634 | RanchesatDeerCrossina.com

w1t harndomisiom el b be buillon 5 A barnesits a1 The Ranches o Desr (ossing.

Bo LUD

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-BOAT

(2628)
www.boatangel.com

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN

AIRLINE

CAREERS
START HERE

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-205-4138

AVIATION INSTITUTE OF MAINTENANCE

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?

If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging,
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911

Messenger Publishing Group

Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111
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ACROSS
1. Kitchen boss
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8. Epochs
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course

being

16. Emanation
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Classic”

22. "What?"

That Go
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29. Skin cyst
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trees
50. Off-color

Classified

Advertising

resident

60. Obscenity

DOWN

CLUES

5. Churchill's “so few”
12. “Watch out!” on a golf

13. East of Java
14. *Pinocchio’s state of

15. Hard currency

17.TV and radio

18. *Mr. Popper's birds
20. Newspaper piece
21. *Like “Goosebumps

23. *Richard Scarry’s Things
26. Oxygenate, as in lawn
30. Middle Eastern meat

33. Antonym of “yup”

35. Dispatch boat

37. Female sheep

38. Throat infection

39. Searching for E.T. org.
40. *"| think | can, | think |

42.*"____ Spotrun!”

43. Accounting journal

45. *The Plaza Hotel resident
of kids" book fame

47. Long, long time

48. Caffeine-containing nut

52. *Ludwig Bemelmans’
Parisian boarding school

55. Middle Eastern porter

56. Movie “____ Brockovich”
57. Karl of politics

59. In a cold manner

61. Middle of March

62. Fringe benefit

63. *Side for Green Eggs
64. Put in the outbox

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢ CLASSIC CHILDREN’S BOOKS

SWORD

2o

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

%.le

2-YEARTV PRICE
GUARANTEE

Gy /888:416-7103 ...

*GO% 150 cHANNELS

Blazing Fast
_Internet!

2199

dish M

@ SuatePoint Wedia

SUDDEU

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!

MPG

41. Give in

44, Worshipful

46. Isis” brother and husband
48. Cause and effect cycle?
49. Abhorrence

50. RBG's collar, e.g.

51. Arabic for commander
52. Screen

53. Lymphatic swelling

54. Like certain Steven

55. Senior’s fragile body part 617[3]9
58. New York time ? 5

1. Chlorofluorocarbon, abbr.

2. Obstacle to jump through

3. Great Lake

4. Tiny fox with large ears

5. Two halves of a diameter

6. Like one in isolation cell

1. Evergreen trees

8. *Babar, e.g.

9. Thumb-up catch

10. Full of enthusiasm

11. *"The Little Mermaid” domain
13. Stock exchange, in Paris

14. Affair, to Emmanuel Macron
19. Michael Douglas’ 1987 greedy

e 8 9 6|1
22."For ____ajolly.." 5 9
23. *Clement Clark Moore's famous

beginning

24, Live itup 7 E B
25. Join forces
26. Aid in crime B _I"r
21. Bodies
28. *Athos’, Porthos’ and Aramis’ ? 4 5 1
swords
31. *Corduroy or Paddington g 4
32. Stiff grass bristle
34.*D’Artagnan’s sword 2191514
36. *It ends, according to Shel
Silverstein

38. North American purple berry
40.____ atWork, band

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR

Ve
-4

1-855-208-9533

proea code HIEAT

916-773-1111
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= We Can Do That!?

Call to place your 91 6-11.3'1111
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Boox Review & Speciac Events Eoimon » B amy-shane@att.net « (S) amy_fortheloveofbook

Celebrate the Summer
with These New Children’s Reads

Mina
by Matthew Forsythe

Mina loves her little
world, and nothing usually
bothers her until the day
her father brings home a
new gift.

Follow this charming and
hilarious adventure of a lit-
tle mouse and the “scary”
gift her father brings home.
A story full of cause and
effect as well as predict-
ing what can happen next,
paired with beautiful artis-
tic illustrations.

Twinkle Makes A Wish
by Katharine Holabird
and Sarah Warburton

Twinkle can’t wait to
invite everyone to her

family, until the day her
baby brother arrives. Baby
Rowan instantly casts a
spell on everyone, taking
all their attention. What
if he is actually a power-

fits of giggles with the
charming animal-paired
wordplay, learning that,
in the end, laughing with
friends will make bad
days better.

. / . ful wizard? Now it’s up to The Legend of
birthday Jamboree.. F lfst, Willow to put a stop to his The Storm Goose
she makes sparkly invita- hocus pocus, before she by Fiona Halliday

tions and sends them out
by special dragon deliv-
ery; then, it’s time for
decorations. But that eve-
ning, a massive storm
comes in, tumbling,
tossing, and soaking every-
thing for Twinkle’s special
day. Will her woodland
friends still come and cele-
brate, or is the party ruined?

falls under his spell too.
Follow the adorable
adventure of a little girl
learning to accept her new
baby brother. While it
might be a hard adjustment,
this magical book high-
lights the joy (and maybe
a little magical power) a
new baby has on the family.
Perfect for any new big sis-

Erin loves all the stories
that her papa has told her,
but she loved the story of
the Storm Goose most of
all. Then one day an injured
goose arrives to Erin from
within the storm clouds.
Worried, she knew there
was no way this goose can
be the same one meant to
protect her papa at sea. As

F.OHOW angther one of ter or big brother summer turned to fall the
Twmkle’g gllttery. adven- Hang In There goose remained by her side
tures filled with “an by Sabrina Moyle and Erin is finally able 0
all-new lesson and lots of and Eunice Moyle understand the message

glittery fun.

Have you ever had one

it brings.

Spellbound of those bad days, where Readers will find solace
by Jess' Townes everything goes wrong? in a beautiful story of loss
and Jennifer Harney Don’t worry, don’t give up;  and comfort. Breathtaking

Willow loves magic
and she even has incred-
ible magic skills. She is
able to mesmerize, daz-
zle and even charm her

just hang in there!

Follow Cat on a day
where everything is going
“cat-astrophicly” wrong.
Readers will fall over in

illustrations guide readers
through the pages while the
story will wrap around their
hearts. A perfect book for
teaching about loss. *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-000906
The following persons are doing
business as: The Wild Empress/
Devanna Wolf, 301 Washington

Street, Vallejo, CA 94590.

Holly Defount, 301 Washington
Street, Vallejo, CA 94590. Date
Filed in Solano County: May
24, 2022. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business
under the above business name

on: N/A

This Business is conducted
by: an Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with  subdivision
(a) of section 17920 A Fictitious
Name Statement generally ex-
pires at the end of five years from
the date on which it was filed in
the office of the county clerk, ex-
cept as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence

address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration May 23, 2027. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: June 10, 17, 24, July 1,2022

WILD 7-1-22

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“ELVIS” RATED PG-13

Nothing expresses the cinematic style of
writer, director and producer Baz Luhrmann
more than his Academy Award-winning
“Moulin Rouge!,” which brought back the
movie musical and cemented his cult-like
following.

It’s not far off the mark to note that
Luhrmann’s signature blend of fantasy,
romance and decadence fuses high and low
culture, resulting in a trademark theatri-
cal aesthetic that captivates audiences and
ignites imaginations.

The visionary Luhrmann’s artistic touch
has turned “Elvis” into an epic, big-screen
spectacle with flashy visuals and bold col-
ors that underscore Elvis Presley’s (Austin
Butler) ascent to iconic status.

As much as Elvis establishes himself as
the King of Rock ‘n Roll, this Luhrmann
opus (the film runs 159 minutes) is equally,
if not more so, the story of Col. Tom Parker
(Tom Hanks), the carnival barker who
latched on to the musical sensation from
Tupelo, Mississippi.

The rise of Elvis is seen through the
machinations of Parker, who proved to be
so focused on promotion and manipulation
of his meal ticket that he quickly abandoned
his touring shows with country and western
singer Hank Snow (David Wenham).

The early Elvis was captivated by Black
musicians on Memphis’ famous Beale Street
juke joints as well as revival tent shows.
The blues and gospel music proved to be
heavy influences on Elvis’ musical style.

Enamored with Black artists like B.B.
King (Kelvin Harrison Jr.), Big Momma
Thornton (Shonka Dukureh), and Little
Richard (Alton Mason), Elvis took their
music mainstream and used his hip-swivel-
ing stage gyrations that made girls scream in
ecstasy.

Thinking about how Elvis ended up over-
weight and dependent on drugs makes more
fascinating his meteoric rise in the early
days to sex symbol status, and credit goes
to Austin Butler’s strong performance as the
Elvis that should be remembered.

Though Elvis lived only to the age of 42,
his life was stuffed with biographical excess
that can’t be unpacked here, and Luhrmann
glosses over vast swaths of his career, nota-
bly skimming over the decade of lackluster
Hollywood musicals.

Since the world is populated with thou-
sands of low-rent Elvis impersonators with
minimal talent, judge for yourself how well
Austin Butler revives the Elvis mystique.
The young actor nails the portrayal of a leg-
end with blazing energy in every musical
number.

In the end, it’s sad to think how Col.
Parker was a duplicitous, avaricious and
contemptuous con artist whose scheming
manipulations caused Elvis to be a virtual
hostage unable to escape his greedy clutches.

The last chapter of “Elvis” are the Vegas

Riley Reviews

ELVIS’ STILL KING OF ROCK;
‘DOCTOR BLAKE MYSTERIES' ON TV

years where Elvis took up residence at the
International Hotel, mainly because Parker
needed to pay off his considerable gambling
debts, while Elvis was falling deeper into a
life of despair.

One can’t help but think that after Elvis
lost his beloved mother Gladys (Helen
Thomson) and his marriage to Priscilla
(Olivia DeJonge) crashed and burned, life
for the King of Rock ‘n Roll was destined to
spiral out of control.

The dysfunctional relationship between
the King and his grasping promoter that is
explored is sadly essential to “Elvis,” but
what is most satisfying is the singer’s inter-
action with the talented Black artists and his
rocking musical performances.

“THE DOCTOR BLAKE MYSTERIES”
ON OVATION TV

Ovation TV bills itself as America’s pre-
mier arts network, and yet it also features
foreign mystery series. The first season of
“The Doctor Blake Mysteries” will begin
airing on Thursday, July 7th.

This is a period Australian murder mys-
tery series starring Aussie versatile actor
Craig McLachlan as the maverick town doc-
tor Lucien Blake, an impulsive risk-taker
who’s not afraid to upset the status quo.

The setting is 1959. Dr. Blake has
returned to a place he once called home
to take over his deceased father’s medical
practice set in the gothic gold rush town of
Ballart.

Everything seems peaceful on the surface,
but seething underneath are the age-old pas-
sions of a regional town clashing head-on
with the tension and fears of the decade to
come.

Haunted by the horrors of war, his own
personal loss and changed by his experi-
ences as a POW, the wry, yet very human
Dr. Blake undertakes his other role as Police
Surgeon with precision and gusto while
many find his unpredictable and unconven-
tional manner unnerving.

Ahead of his time, the good doctor looks
to the science of forensics and his own
understanding of the human heart and mind
to help solve the mysteries that inevitably
come his way.

In the first episode, when a wayward girl
from the local reform school is found dead
in Lake Wendouree, Dr. Lucien Blake is
immediately suspicious. He shocks the
police with his unconventional investigative
methods.

Working beside Dr. Blake, helping and at
times hindering, are his housekeeper Jean
(Nadine Garner); her nephew Danny (Rick
Donald), a young Constable; District Nurse
Mattie O’Brien (Cate Wolfe); and Chief
Superintendent Matthew Lawson (Joel
Tobeck).

The original, period murder mystery series
“The Doctor Blake Mysteries” will air four
episodes back-to-back every Thursday, with
season two episodes beginning on Thursday,
July 21st. *

Advertise in
your Local
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Dave Ramsey Says

Community
Newspaper
call

Doesn’t Sound
LikeFun to Me!

Dear Dave,

Sometimes on vacation
trips I like to check out
casinos. I always account
for the money I wager in
my budget, and I never
spend more than I’ve allot-
ted. How do you feel about
gambling at a casino, as
long as you limit your
spending this way?

— Carson

Dear Carson,

Ok, I'm going to be
honest about this. When
someone tells me they
gamble for fun or recre-
ation, my first thought
is they’re crazy — crazy
enough to think they’ll
actually come out ahead.
I mean, you might see a
news story once in a while

about someone winning
big money in a casino,
but that almost never hap-
pens. Think, too, about
how much cash those folks
flushed down the toilet pre-
viously while gambling.
In reality, there’s a strong
chance they didn’t really
“win” anything. They prob-
ably just recouped a small
portion of their previous,
substantial losses.

I know, all this proba-
bly makes me sound old
and out of touch. But I just
don’t get the concept of
gambling “for fun.” I don’t
find it thrilling or exciting
to lose money I’ve worked
hard to earn, even if there
are flashing lights and a
party going on. Don’t get
me wrong, my wife and I
include “fun money” in our
budget every month and
do things we enjoy. But, to
each his own, I guess.

Still, my advice would be
don’t waste your time and
money on that stuff. One
way or another, the house
always wins. It’s your

money, and you can what
you want with it, Carson.
But think about this: Why
do most of the folks sitting
at slot machines and card
tables look like they can’t
afford to lose money? The
majority look desperate,
some even angry, and that’s
sad. I don’t know, maybe
it’s the lighting or some
other strange coincidence.
Yeah, I don’t think so..

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is a sev-
en-time #I1 national
best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and
host of The Ramsey Show,
heard by more than 18 mil-
lion listeners each week.
He has appeared on Good
Morning America, CBS This
Morning, Today Show, Fox
News, CNN, Fox Business,
and many more. Since
1992, Dave has helped peo-
ple regain control of their
money, build wealth and
enhance their lives. He also
serves as CEO for Ramsey
Solutions. *
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A driver unloads raw crude oil from his tanker to process into gas at the Marathon refinery in Salt Lake City on May 24, 2022.

Biden Blames Oil Companies for Record Gas
Prices Amid His Plan to ‘End Fossil Fuel’

Refineries suggest a different path for Biden administration to boost production

KEVIN STOCKLIN

U.S. fossil fuel companies re-
sponded on June 15 to President
Joe Biden’s June 14 letter that ac-
cused them of profiteering and
driving up gas prices during a
“time of war.”

Biden’s letter blamed gas
prices, which have skyrocketed
from $2.53 per gallon when he
took office to about $5 today,
on “Putin’s war of aggression”
and greedy corporations, ignor-
ing his own efforts to suppress
American fossil fuel production.
Since taking power in January
2021, the Biden administration
has worked relentlessly across
multiple agencies to carry out
a campaign pledge in which he
stated, “I guarantee you we are
going to end fossil fuel.”

Biden’s note to energy execu-
tives put the blame for today’s
surging gas prices on refineries
and the “high-profit margins
for refining oil into gasoline,”
stating that when crude oil was
$120 per barrel in March, similar
to today’s prices, “the price of
gas at the pump was $4.25 per
gallon. Today, gas prices are 75
cents higher.”

The difference, he claimed, was
due to refiners’ profit margins,
which he said have tripled since
then. Simultaneously, White
House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre slammed U.S. oil
companies for failing to do their
“patriotic duty”

Responding to Biden’s letter,
the American Petroleum Insti-
tute and the American Fuel &
Petrochemical Manufacturers
stated that U.S. refineries are
currently operating at 94 percent
capacity, among the highest uti-
lization rates in the world, and
that prices for oil products are
set on world markets based on
global supply and demand, not
by American companies.

According to the Energy In-
formation Administration, re-
fining costs made up 14 percent
of the total price of gasoline in
2021. The remainder includes
54 percent for crude oil, 16
percent for distribution, and
16 percent for taxes. Escalating
prices have driven up the share
of crude oil to 60 percent of the
total this month.

Regarding Biden’s complaint
that U.S. refineries had pushed
gas prices higher by reducing
their capacity by 800,000 bar-
rels a day, industry representa-
tives responded that half of the
refineries that have shut did so
because they’re being converted
to renewable fuel production.

“These investments cannot be
easily or quickly undone,” they
stated.

The fossil fuel industry, its
consumers, and its investors
have responded to administra-
tion policies designed to reduce
production and capacity. This
includes federal incentives to
replace gasoline-powered cars
and trucks with electric vehicles,
cancellation of oil leases in Alas-
ka, canceling new lease sales in
the Gulf of Mexico, and cancel-
ing the $9 billion Keystone XL
Pipeline, for which construction
was already underway.

On March 11, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) re-
instated California’s authority to
enforce its own emissions stan-
dards for cars and trucks, “which
other states can also adopt and
enforce,” according to an official
statement.

“With this authority restored,
the EPA will continue partner-
ing with states to advance the
next generation of clean vehicle
technologies.”

Kathleen Sgamma, president
of the Western Energy Alliance,
said inaJune 16 Fox News inter-
view, “We keep hearing that he’s

_:l_%_
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President Joe Biden delivers remarks at the Microsoft
Theater in Los Angeles on June 8, 2022.

working like the devil to bring
down energy prices, and that is
anything but the truth.” She not-
ed that there were about 5,900
development leases and 3,000
permits that were currently be-
ing held up by environmental
litigation.

The Department of Justice
(DOJ) recently announced the
creation of its Office of Envi-
ronmental Justice, which “will
engage all Justice Department
bureaus, components and offices
in the collective pursuit of envi-
ronmental justice.” In addition,
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) issued a
ruling on March 21 that all listed
companies must issue audited
reports on their greenhouse gas
emissions, including that of their
suppliers.

The SEC action underscored
the administration’s alignment
with progressive investment
managers, pension funds, banks,
insurers, and finance ministers
who have joined together in
global groups such as Climate
Action 100+, the Global Investor
Statement to Governments on
the Climate Crisis, the Net Zero
Asset Managers Initiative, and
the Glasgow Financial Alliance
for Net Zero. Members of these
groups have signed joint pledges

toreduce or eliminate financing
for the fossil fuel industry.

The sum effect of these poli-
cies has been a chilling effect on
fossil fuel investment. While the
last major refinery built in Amer-
ica was in 1977, long before the
current administration, Chevron
CEO Mike Wirth said he doesn’t
expect any new refineries will
be built in the United States, for
economic and political reasons.

“We’ve seen refineries closed,”
he said. “We’ve seen refineries
being repurposed to become
biorefineries. And we live in
a world where the policy, the
stated policy of the U.S. govern-
ment is to reduce demand for the
products that refiners produce.”
Currently, the United States has
129 operable refineries.

Many in the fossil fuel indus-
try see current gas prices as
the result of a deliberate and
continuing effort by the Biden
administration to force Ameri-
cans to switch from oil and gas
to renewable energy.

Biden recently praised higher
oil prices as “an incredible tran-
sition that is taking place that,
God willing, when it’s over, we’ll
be stronger and the world will
be stronger and less reliant on
fossil fuels.” Energy Secretary
Jennifer Granholm said that

rising prices were “an exclama-
tion point” demonstrating the
need to switch to wind and so-
lar from oil, previously advising
Americans that “if you drive an
electric car, this would not be af-
fecting you.”

“They want this current situ-
ation,” Daniel Turner, executive
director of the energy advocacy
group Power the Future, told The
Epoch Times. “They want the
status quo, they just don’t want
the political fallout from it. The
Biden administration needs to
understand that if they’re going
to pursue this agenda, then there
are going to be consequences.

“It’s almost childlike naiveté
to think that you can have such
aradical agenda and not have any
consequences. It just shows how
unserious and in over their heads
this administration is.”

But the progressive push to
curtail fossil fuels is taking effect
before renewables such as wind
and solar are capable of filling
the gap. Price hikes and short-
ages of gasoline, diesel, and fer-
tilizer—an oil derivative—have
had a ripple effect throughout
the economy, hitting not only
prices at the pump but also food
prices, shipping and delivery ex-
penses, and the cost of products
that use plastic or other oil-based
components.

To the many things Democrats
have blamed on Russia, includ-
ing buying Facebook ads to sup-
port President Donald Trump’s
campaign and spreading misin-
formation, Biden has now added
America’s inflationary crisis.

“There is no question that
Vladimir Putin is principally re-
sponsible for the intense finan-
cial pain the American people
and their families are bearing,”
he wrote.

He encouraged refineries to
stand up to Putin and “take im-
mediate actions to increase the
supply of gasoline, oil, and die-
sel.” Biden says he has done his
part by releasing supplies from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
allowing greater use of ethanol in
gasoline, and using the Defense
Production Act to provide inputs
for energy production.

The fossil fuel industry re-
sponded to Biden that better so-
lutions would include “promot-
inginfrastructure development,
addressing escalating regulatory
compliance costs, allowing all
technologies to compete to re-
duce emissions, modernizing fu-
els policies, and ensuring capital
markets are functioning for all
participants.”

Meanwhile, Biden has planned
a trip to Saudi Arabia in July to
implore oil producers there to
boost their output. And the Biden
administration has been working
on a deal with Iran to end sanc-
tions, allowing it to sell more oil
as well.

“I'wish the Biden administra-
tion made the same overtures
and had the same spirit of col-
laboration with [American oil
companies] that they have with
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the Maduro government in
Venezuela, and the Ayatollah
in Iran,” Turner said. “The
American oil and gas industry
just gets threats and question-
ing of our patriotism.”

Texas Woman Pleads Guilty to 26 Counts of Voter Fraud in "Vote-Harvesting’ Operation

GARY BAI

A Texas woman pleaded guilty
on June 16 to 26 counts of voter
fraud committed during alocal
water board election in 2018.
Monica Mendez, 36, of Port
Lavaca, Texas, ran a “vote-
harvesting operation on behalf
of a subsidized housing cor-
poration in order to influence
the outcome of a utility board
election,” the Texas Attorney
General’s (AG) Office said in a
June 17 statement. The election
in question was the 2018 Victo-
ria County Water Control and
Improvement District 1 election
in Bloomington, Texas.
Mendez pleaded guilty to 26

felony counts of voter fraud, in-
cluding three counts of illegal
voting, eight counts of election
fraud, seven counts of assist-
ing a voter to submit a ballot by
mail, and eight counts of unlaw-
ful possession of a mail ballot,
the office stated.

Victoria County District Judge
Eli Garza sentenced Mendez to
five years of deferred adjudica-
tion probation.

Victoria County Elections Ad-
ministrator Margetta Hill told
The Epoch Times on June 20
that Mendez worked as a volun-
teer deputy registrar voter and
assisted residents to register to
vote during Bloomington’s 2018
water board election.

Mendez was signing applica-
tions to register to vote and also
applications to vote by mail, Hill
said.

According to a local media
outlet, the Victoria Advocate,
the 2018 water board election
appeared on the radar of the
AG’s office after about 275 of the
2,500 people who registered to
vote used the same mailing ad-
dress, which is associated with
rental properties linked to a
local housing nonprofit called
ALMS.

According to the nonprofit’s
2018 tax filings, ALMS oper-
ates as La Raza Unidos and
described its mission as dis-
tributing “new and gently used

clothing to men, women, and
children, free of charge.”

Catherine Engelbrecht, found-
er and president of Texas elec-
tion integrity group True the
Vote, told The Epoch Times
that this case is just the tip of
the iceberg.

Mendez was charged with 26
counts of voter fraud in April
2021 and arrested in June 2021
by the Texas AG’s Election
Fraud Unit.

Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton’s Election Integrity Unit
and the Victoria County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office jointly
prosecuted the case.

Since 2015, Paxton has suc-
cessfully prosecuted 534 elec-

tion fraud offenses against
155 individuals, according to
the AG’s website. Currently,
43 individuals in Texas have a
prosecution pending. The AG is
conducting 386 open voter fraud
investigations.

The Texas state legislature
passed legislation (S.B. 5) in
2017 that increased the penal-
ties for most mail ballot-related
offenses to felonies subjected to
state jail time. It again increased
criminal penalties and created
criminal offenses for election
fraud by passing S.B.1in 2021.

Officials from Paxton’s office
and Mendez’s attorney didn’t
respond to requests for com-
ment by press time.
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Fourth on the Field Returns to Sutter Health Park

This year’s event features 22 local food trucks plcnlcklng in the outfleld live music by the Rod
Stinson Band, fun vendors along the concourse and great activities for kids and families. Photo

courtesy of Ralph Thompson/Sacramento River Cats

River Cats News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- The Sacramento River Cats
are excited to host their ninth
annual Fourth on the Field
Presented by Xfinity at Sutter
Health Park to cap off a week-
end of baseball and the greatest
fireworks shows in Sacramento.

The River Cats will kick off
Fourth of July weekend with

California Water' Service

three days of baseball fol-
lowed by post-game fireworks
as they host the Reno Aces from
July 1-3.

Celebrate the national holiday
a day early with some Sunday
night baseball as the River Cats
battle their division rival before
the annual Independence Eve
Fireworks Extravaganza lights
up the West Sacramento sky
with a 6:35 p.m. (PT) first pitch.

Call us for FREE

Water Conservation Information

201 S. First St. * Dixon

707.678.5928

Although the team is on the
road for the holiday, Sutter
Health Park remains the spot to
be as the River Cats are hosting
their ninth annual Fourth on
the Field. Baseball fan or not,
there is something for every-
one who attends this must-see
Sacramento tradition.

This year’s event features 22
local food trucks, picnicking in
the outfield, live music by the

b 5 A 3 e " & 2 4 of! : £ ;
Although the team is on the road for the holiday, Sutter Health Park remains the spot to be as the River Cats are hosting their ninth annual Fourth on the Field. Photo courtesy of Ralph Thompson/
Sacramento River Cats

Rod Stinson Band, fun ven-
dors along the concourse, great
activities for kids and families,
and even a club level for ages
21 and over.

For the grand finale, sit back
and watch the greatest fireworks
show in Sacramento illuminate
the sky, making the perfect magi-
cal ending to a memorable night.

Gates will open at 6 p.m. (PT)
and tickets can be purchased at

Although the team is on the road for the holiday, Sutter Health Park remains the spot to be as
the River Cats are hosting their ninth annual Fourth on the Field. Photo courtesy of Ralph Thompson/
Sacramento River Cats

rivercats.com.

For more information about
Fourth on the Field, or for the
River Cats’ schedule, head to
rivercats.com. Single game
tickets and ticket packages are
on sale now along with season
ticket memberships. To pur-
chase, call the River Cats ticket
hotline at (916) 371-HITS
(4487), email tickets@rivercats.
com, or visit rivercats.com. %

oA

“-jrAMl_Lv'_VAwE'?‘“@

TUESDAY

.53_HUT DOGS & ICE CREAM -

IJI]ES GET IN FOR FREE!

; DRINK EFEBIFII.E DI.IRINE THE EHME' |

| Sut_ter,HeaIth :

CENTRAL AUTO PARTS

Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Auomotive Needs

707-678-2309

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
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