
By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Beautiful 
flowing fur, handcrafted 
dinners, and mozzarella 
cheese treats are visions 
of the 1500 pampered 
pets that shined at last 
week’s dog show. Silent 
and obedient purebreds 
from Afghan Hounds to 
Yorkshire Terriers pranced 
alongside well-dressed 
ladies and gentlemen with 
thin, leather leashes. Was 
this England? No, this 
was the Dixon May Fair 
last week.

You can learn a lot about 
dogs and their training by 
attending a dog show. You 
might think that you’d hear 
a bunch of loud, noisy, 
barking dogs for example, 
but actually dog shows are 
quite silent. That was the 
first thing I noticed about 
the Sacramento Valley 
Dog Fanciers Association 
show held this last week-
end at the Dixon May 
Fair where hundreds com-
peted for best of show and 
other awards.

These dogs respond 

to hand gestures to sit or 
stay and to tiny clicking 
noises or small tasty treats 
to ‘heel’ or to get them to 

look up. If a dog sits in 
the competition ring or 
jumps on a person, it can 
be disqualified. When ‘at 

ease,’ they are supposed 
to “stack,” which means 
standing but leaning for-
ward. They also respond to 
light strokes on their tails 
so they’ll lift them high 
for the perfect stance that a 
judge is looking for.

Other than humans 
conversing, the show is 
mostly silent. Certainly, 
the judging is. Judges, who 
came from ten different 
states, were profession-
ally dressed matrons or 
older gentlemen with few 
exceptions. Even the han-
dlers‒people who run 
alongside the dogs and 
show them off inside the 
rings ‒ wore suits and 
dresses.

The fairground was 
transformed into an array 
of 50 or more pop-up 
tents with a hundred or 
more recreational vehi-
cles or vans and twice as 
many dog crates. Feet of 
white chains created divi-
sions in the lush green 
grass to create nearly 20 
‘rings’ for various com-
petitions. Certain breeds 
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Timeless Tremont Church Restored

At a recent gathering with the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, the restored Tremont Church offered a simple but eloquent venue. 
Photo by Debra Dingman

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Just 20 years ago 
when you entered the Tremont 
Church at 8290 Tremont Road, you 
worried you might fall through one 
of the boards in the floor. The air 
smelled like old leather suitcases, 
and particles of dust sparkled through 
rays of sunlight. There were cob-
webs around the lectern and some 
paint peeling from the walls. But one 
could see the silhouette of the simple 
life of farm families that must have 
sat on the pews for more than a 
hundred years.

The building was decaying and 
the members of the Tremont Mite 
Society which had been a functioning 

organization since 1863 were also 
tired. The organization was the 
longest continuously chartered wom-
en’s organization in California, 
but they were becoming few. This 
group of Silveyville ancestors dedi-
cated to preserving the church were 
also aging.

Yet the bones seemed strong and if 
you closed your eyes, you could see 
a couple in wedding attire and beau-
tiful boughs of greenery and flowers 
on the pews. You could imagine what 
it could be...with a little tender, lov-
ing care.

With the help of many, it is now 
restored‒it even has the original 
lectern and is a beautiful wedding 
venue. Located just east of Dixon 

on Tremont Road, the 2-acre parcel 
that was donated by the Hyde family 
is a perfectly preserved diamond sit-
ting to one side of a well-maintained 
grassy park. In the back area behind 
the church is the Tremont Cemetery 
that still offers burial space.

The restoration began about six 
years ago when the Trustees of the 
Silveyville Cemetery District decided 
the goal was to “put it into use” after 
the church had been shut down due 
to being ADA non-compliant, said 
Jennifer Huff, District Manager. “We 
had no intention of it being a wed-
ding venue. That just evolved on 
its own by people talking about and 
wanting to share it.”

Continued on page 3

Pampered Pets

Lilly Witte took 1st in Senior Jr. Handler and Owner Handler 
both Saturday and Sunday with the family pet, Luna, at the 
Dixon May Fair. She is working to become a professional dog 
handler. Photo by Debra Dingman

Continued on page 3

Encouraging 
You to 

Shop Small
By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - If you 
were worried about your 
Christmas shopping after 
watching news of cargo 
ships drifting around the 
ports unable to get their 
goods delivered to stores, 
there is no better time than 
to shop small. Staying in 
town saves you gas, time, 
money and supports local 
merchants. You also sup-
port our local economy!

Several downtown loca-
tions will be kicking off 
the holidays with special 
shopping events beginning 
at Bella Moda Boutique, 
140 North Jackson, this 
Friday, Nov. 19, with Pink 
Friday slated for 10 am 
to 7 pm.

According to online 
sources, Pink Friday is a 
small business spin on the 
traditional Black Friday 
shopping experience, 
reminding people to Shop 
Small First.

This special small shop 
located inside the Linde 
Lane Tea Room offers 
contemporary clothing, 
unique accessories, and 
handbags. Owner Amy 
Pretti’s beautiful cloth-
ing choices can be seen on 
her website also. For more 
information, call (707) 
693-1604.

Uptown Collective, 
120 North First Street, is 
also participating. This 
store, created by Rebecca 
Robinson, is actually 
a dozen stores in one 
as upscale handcrafted 
items as well as unique 
affordable clothing and 
accessories for men and 
women. Also, inside is 
kitchen and homewares, 
jewelry, books, scents, 
soaps, and more. Hours 
are 10 am to 5 pm Friday 
and Saturday.

On Saturday, Nov. 20, 
a Downtown Holiday 
Open House will be from 
9 am to 5 pm at Cynde’s 
Place, Salon and Boutique. 
This beauty salon is full 
of retail not just for hair 
products but also cloth-
ing, accessories, and home 
decor. They have a nice 
selection of Christmas 
decor, scarves, hats, and 
mittens, too.

They will offer 20 per-
cent off one’s entire retail 
purchase at Cynde’s Place, 
Salon and Boutique at 201 
North First Street. Phone 
is (707) 693-1105.

You may not know this 
but Kula’s is not only a 
tanning salon but also a 
boutique full of women’s 
clothing and accesso-
ries and also some home 
decor. Kula’s will offer 
20 percent off every-
thing in the store and 
that includes the tanning 
packages and that will be 
Friday and Saturday only. 
Look for the yellow door 
at 120 West B Street next 
to Cynde’s Place. For 
more information, call 
(707) 678-2633. � H

Thanksgiving: 
Have an Attitude 

of Gratitude

Busy Bee Yoga 
Helps Slow 
Your Stress

THE TEACHER 
SHORTAGE
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LOCAL AUTHOR 
RELEASES 
BOOK “101 
PAT-DOWNS”
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By Debra Dingman

Slowing down to make 
a turn into Atkinson Self 
Storage about 4:30 pm to 
grab a couple of boxed 
Christmas trees for volunteer 
Decorators, I take note of a 
person who appears ragged, 
hunched over a small blue 
grocery cart, and intensely 
rummaging through what 
appears as a wallet.

If someone is looking 
through their own wallet to 
find a credit card or cash for 
example, they don’t do it 
that way. So, I drove around 
the parking lot to get a bet-
ter look. It was as I thought. 
I knew it was not right 
because the person was let-
ting things drop onto the 
sidewalk. If you drop some-
thing out of your wallet, you 
pick it up. If you are a thief...

The person looked up only 
for a second and returned to 
examining the contents, dig-
ging into every corner. For 
several minutes I pretended 
to watch traffic and wit-
nessed the person stuffing a 
couple of things –one that 
appeared as a credit card – 
into a pocket. I drove around 
one more time and decided 
I was witnessing a crime 
and called the Dixon Police 
Non-emergency number. It 
rang several times and exas-
perated, I hung up deciding I 
could not police all of Dixon 
so went into the storage 
facility.

Twenty minutes later and 
now dark, I drove out and 
noted the grocery cart still 
there and the many pieces of 
paper still on the sidewalk. 

That was someone’s wal-
let and I’m going to find 
out whose, I told myself so 
parked and started picking 
things up when there was 
my business card! Someone 
had my tattered newspaper 
card in their wallet along 
with some family photos, 
little notes of Bible verses, 
Ace Hardware key tag, 
coupons, etc. I felt myself 
getting angry as I knew 
someone somewhere was 
probably distraught about los-
ing their wallet so I called the 
police back.

The police dispatch 
started taking the infor-
mation and asked if there 
was anything with a name 
on it. That’s when I found 
the library card. My breath 
caught when I saw the name. 
It is a man who has already 
endured many physical and 
mental challenges due to a 
terrible car accident years 
ago. Many of us know him 
because of his special bike 
in Dixon.

I had spoken to him in a 
restaurant several months 
ago about doing a feature 
story on him. I had given 
him my business card and 
asked him to call me.

I told the dispatch there 
is only one store and it is 
Dollar Tree. It’s only been 
20 minutes and I would bet 
that person is in that store. 
She cautioned me to not 
confront and that she was 
sending an officer. I could 
not help myself. I found that 
person at the end of aisle 4.

“Excuse me, is this your 
wallet?” I asked spread-
ing my hand out to show 

the many pieces atop the 
empty wallet. The thin face 
peeked out of a gray sweat-
shirt hood with big, sunken 
eyes from drugs. She came 
closer to look and said that 
no, it wasn’t hers. I studied 
the person in baggy pants, 
who I had thought to be 
a young man but realized 
it was a young woman. I 
called back the police and 
told them the thief was in 
the store.

I left back to my car and 
had to go pick my hubby 
across town where I had left 
him to run this quick errand 
that now had turned into 
an ordeal. I called the store 
and told them that there was 
someone in their store and 
described her – warning 
that she might steal or use a 
card that was not hers so pay 
attention because the police 
were on their way.

Later, we drove back to 
the store and the clerk that 
I had talked to on the phone 
said that the police had not 
come in nor had anyone tried 
to use a card but thanked me 
for the tip.

About a month ago, I 
called the police after my 
husband and I were out 
on our evening walks, 
witnessed a drug deal hap-
pening in our neighborhood. 
By the time the Dixon Police 
arrived 20 minutes later, the 
vehicle had left and the situ-
ation was over.

I’ve asked Dixon Police 
Chief Robert Thompson to 
talk with me about what citi-
zens can do when witnessing 
something like these situa-
tions. Stay tuned.� H

Small Groups meet throughout the week.

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Sheila Dybdahl - Children’s Minister

185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Preparing for Your Future
 “Renew your mind” 

Romans 12:2

Witnessing “Petty” Crimes  

MPG Staff

First Anniversaries
Happy 1st Anniversary to Joe and 

Christa Bruch and their store, the Grocery 
Outlet on North First Street. Congrats are 
also in order for Shar Alvateesiri, owner 
of Mothers House Plant Boutique at 350 
West A Street. Uptown Collective owned 
by Rebecca Robinson is another brave 
soul who, despite uncertain times, took the 
positive leap into entrepreneurship. These 
folks not only opened during a pandemic, 
they have survived it – and appear to be 
doing well. Congratulations to all!

City Meeting
Parks and Recreation Commission will 

be meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 23 at 7 pm 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 600 
East A Street. The agenda can be found 
online at cityofdixon.com. It is usually 
posted on the Thursday before the meet-
ing around 4 pm.

School Out
This next week will be a lot more calm 

in regards to downtown traffic since the 
Dixon Unified School District schools 
will be closed for Thanksgiving vaca-
tion. In addition to the public schools, 
Neighborhood Christian School will have 
a half day on Friday, Nov. 19 and then 
students will be out the whole week of 
Thanksgiving. They will come back on 
Monday, Nov. 29.

Community Christmas 
Program

It’s that time again where The Dixon 
Community Christmas Program (Toys for 
Tots) needs your help to gather toys for 
our Dixon Families. If you are a business 
owner here in Dixon and can help out by 
putting a box at your location to collect 
toys, please call or text (530) 315-3754. 
Boxes will start to be delivered Monday, 
Nov. 15 and all help is appreciated.

Vet Wreath Project
Each December, holiday boughs are placed 

on the grave sites at Sacramento Valley 
National Cemetery, 5810 Midway Road in 
Dixon, in honor of our veterans resting there. 
This year’s will be on Saturday, Dec. 11.

This tradition began in 2006 when the 
cemetery opened, and it is one of the few 
in the country to have 100 percent coverage 
each year. To reach this goal again this year, 
28,000 boughs will need to be purchased. 
Funds are collected year-round and boughs 
are purchased in advance; the public is invited 
to help place the boughs.

Currently there are no plans for a program 
on that day; instead volunteers are welcome 
to visit SVNC on Saturday, Dec. 11, to assist 
with scheduled placements starting at 8 am 
and ongoing throughout the day, until all 
boughs are placed.

For families and friends wanting a more 
private placement, boughs will be available at 
the following locations starting on Saturday, 
December 4. You may pick up a bough and 
place it any time before the public event on 
Saturday, December 11.

Early pick-up locations are Sacramento 
Valley National Cemetery drive-thru from 10 
am - 3 pm on Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 4-5 
(weekend only).

There are two Dixon locations: at Grow 
West, 8751 Pedrick Road, Monday thru 
Friday, Dec. 6 – 10, from 8 am to 4 pm or at 
the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, 220 North 
Jefferson Street, Monday thru Thursday, Dec. 
6 – 9 from 8 am - 4 pm.

Each bough costs $7; any amount you are 
able to donate is very much appreciated. You 
can make a one-time donation or consider 
monthly contributions.

Checks are accepted year-round and may 
be sent to: RememberAVet.net, PO 773, 
Winters, CA 95694 or online donations at 
http://www.GoFundMe.com/f/2021-wreath-
project. For more information call or text 
707-249-5852 or visit wreathproject.org.�H

Dixon News Briefs

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

Joe and Christa Bruch of Grocery Outlet celebrated the store’s first anniversary in Dixon. 
Photo by Debra Dingman

Candidate Tamika Hamilton Takes 
Questions from Patriots

Congressional Candidate Tamika Hamilton addresses the meeting of the Feather River Tea Party 
Patriots. Photo by Noah Ross

By Noah Ross

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The 
Feather River Tea Party Patriots had a 
special guest earlier this month. District 
3 congressional hopeful Tamika Hamilton 
was a guest speaker. Hamilton started the 
engagement by outlining her qualifica-
tions for office. Hamilton is a 19-year 
veteran of the Air Force with two com-
bat deployments under her belt, she is a 
mother of five, and most importantly she 
is a Republican. 

After her brief introduction the candi-
date went straight into her message. She 
addressed the crowd of patriots hunger-
ing for truth telling them “It’s time” to 
get rid of incumbent Congressman John 
Garamendi, “It’s time” to stop the sup-
ply shortages and exorbitantly high gas 
prices, and “It’s time” to clean up the 
mess that President Joe Biden has made 
of this country in his brief time in office. 

In her presentation Hamilton prom-
ised to bring common sense with her to 
Washington D.C. if elected. She outlined 
why she is against the progressive lib-
eral agenda. Moreover, she is opposed to 
paying illegal immigrants settlements for 
family separations that they suffered as a 

result of their illicit activity. As the chal-
lenger, she is against mask mandates and 
anything that impinges on civil liberties. 

Hamilton is in favor of prioritizing 
social programs that focus on home-
less veterans of which California has the 
most in the nation. She believes that too 
few veterans are aware of the benefits 
and resources that are available to them 
and believes that more resources should 
be allocated for homeless veterans in 
California by expanding Veteran Affairs 
programs. The challenger is an advocate 
of school choice, and she believes in fis-
cal responsibility. 

Hamilton also rallied the crowd to 
take action to take their government 
back. She emphasized how important 
grass-roots campaigning is going to be 
if the Republican Party is going to take 
California back from the liberals in 2022. 
Hamilton also spoke about the impor-
tance of volunteers willing to go door 
knocking. Citing the positive effect these 
efforts have on Republican vote totals 
in a state where Democrats outnumber 
Republicans by a 2 to 1 ratio. Hamilton 
also advocated ballot harvesting saying, 
“You can just do it, you don’t have to ask 
for permission.” � H
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"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

They began with a 
ramp but found dry rot 
and contracted with Wes 
Standfill who is a res-
toration specialist with 

historical buildings.
“He is meticulous 

and his craftsmanship 
is exemplary,” she said. 
Standfill redid the faux 
bell tower and redid the 

whole back of the church 
with reclaimed wood. 
He changed some of the 
hardware that was not 
working or falling apart, 
and they used him as a 
resource after that, know-
ing they were trying to 
match the year or the era.

“We were getting close 
to the end and it had been 
closed up for so long 
so we finished painting 
inside and out and painted 
black accents,” Huff said. 
“When Emily Rowe got 
it listed on the historical 
registry, that was a big 
deal. The Board has been 
very supportive. It’s never 
been about money. It’s 
always been about get-
ting it back in use because 
there is too much history 
and character to have it 
just sit there.”

Now, it is the perfect 
spot for a special day with 
a historical chapel that 
exudes peaceful charm. 
The tall windows allow in 
plenty of light for impor-
tant photos, and with a 
neutral decor and dark 
stained wood pews and 
lectern, it can bring any 
bride’s wedding theme to 
exemplary.

“We re-did all the wir-
ing and even painted 
the chandelier.  This 
was all done with fund-
raising,” said Board of 
Trustee Cindy Gill. “We 
had our first wedding 
last week,” she said with 
obvious pride. Weddings 
or Vow Renewals run 
$750 while Memorials 
run $500. For more 
information, see trem-
ontchurchsilveyvillecem-
etery.net or contact Huff at 
(916) 678-5578. � H

Tremont Church Restored

This is the staff and Trustees that transformed a dilapidated 
Tremont Church into a beauty. (L-R) Caretaker Christine 
Gabbard, Mark Cooley, Rafael Lara, Trustee Raymond Jensen, 
Office Administrative Assistant Elizabeth Jones, District 
Manager Jennifer Huff, Grounds Foreman Matt Cowan, Board 
of Trustee Chairwoman Cindy Gill, Vice Chairman Bill Birdsong, 
Trustee Marcy Savala and Joe Holecek. Photo by Debra Dingman

Continued from page 1

Pampered Pets

were to report at certain 
times throughout the day 
beginning at 8 am over the 
course of the 3-day event. 

My idea of dog own-
ership was having my 
favorite pets like Duncan 
my Dalmatian or Millie 
my Beagle, snuggled on 
my lap or playing with the 
children outside. I thought 
of Harry Potter: I knew 
only the muggle world but 
here were the purebreds. 
Here was an opportunity to 
learn a few things!

Show Dogs
These dogs have another 

purpose than simply being 
a man’s best friend and they 
seem to know it. Like dogs 
that herd sheep, these dogs 
are to be visions of purebred 
perfection. They are show 
dogs.

Even as they were 
groomed, standing on top 
of tables with hair dryers 
buzzing around them, they 
stood stoic – a far cry from 
when Millie seemed wide-
eyed and uncertain when we 
used our bathtub for her flea 
shampoo. She was ready to 
make an escape in a split 
second if she could.

“First and foremost, they 
are my family pets,” said 
Elizabeth Blake, Chair 
of the show who has five 
Border Terriers. “We do 
not mass produce dogs. I 
have a want-list for my pup-
pies that may not appear 
in 2022 and people will 
wait because they have an 
appreciation for what I do 
and for my breeding pro-
gram. When I breed, it 
is the best representation 
– temperament, confirma-
tion, conditioning in the 
sense that they are trainable. 
I train them before they 
even leave the house. That 
last part is why most dogs 
end up in a shelter because 
people don’t have the 
expectations that this dog 
can be part of the house-
hold,” she explained.

In the rings, I watched 
judges run their hands down 
the neck, back, and shoul-
ders on the dogs and learned 
that  judging includes 
observing bone structure 

and testing the poise of the 
dog when others touch it. 
This is why owners want 
you to pet their dog.

Handling
Some dogs have “pro-

fessional handlers,” and 
they get paid well – about 
$150 per dog per show. 
One young woman I saw 
with four different breeds 
in various rings that lasted 
only about 20-30 min-
utes each. She made $600 
in a few hours. But a lot of 
show dogs are being shown 
by their owners and those 
people are called “owner-
handlers” which is where I 
met up with Lilly Witte who 
is learning to show Luna, a 
Vizsla, for her grandmother.

“I just love working with 
animals and traveling,” 
said Witte. “I want to get 
better and become a pro-
fessional handler.” She is 
working toward a scholar-
ship. For every level she 
wins, she can advance until 
she becomes classified as a 
“professional.”

Some of the professional 
handlers show up in extra-
long vans with doors that 
slide open to reveal a stain-
less steel interior with a 

half dozen crates filled with 
beautiful dogs. Who wants 
to be in a dog show when 
they can’t bring their own 
dog, I wondered.

People can make a lot 
of money if their dog is 
awarded a grand champion-
ship because they can sell 
the dog’s semen or ask for 
more money for their ped-
igree pups. But, you have 
to win those accolades; you 
have to show your dogs and 
they have to win. Like horse 
racing, I realized.

“These guys are like kids 
to us,” said one professional 
handler who held the leashes 
of Sebastian and Mozart, two 
Siberian Huskies who have 
champion lines – one from 
Siberia and the other from 
Russia. “I take better care of 
them than I do myself,” he 
said boldly. He told me all 
about Siberian Huskies.

I walked back to my car 
past custom license plates 
such as DOGKRAT and 
ME&AKC knowing this 
might very well be the very 
best way to really know 
about a certain breed as 
these people seem to really 
– and I mean on a very 
deliberate level – know their 
dogs.� H

This judge looks over a Viszla in the ring at the Dixon May Fair competition. She is looking at 
every facet of this dog comparing it to specific breed standards such as height, weight, and the 
way it holds its tail and head. Photo by Debra Dingman

Ron Montaro, a professional dog handler from Sacramento, 
walks Siberian Huskeys Mozart from Russia and Sabastian 
from the Netherlands at the recent dog show in Dixon. The 
show featured 1500 dogs competing for prestigious titles such 
as Grand Champion and Best of Show in their specific breed. 
Photo by Debra Dingman

Continued from page 1

The restoration of the old Tremont Church was celebrated by 
visitors recently. Photo by Debra Dingman

Busy Bee Yoga Helps Slow Stress

Katrina Marsh, back, and Karstin Stranger, front, do Yoga moves at Busy Bee Yoga in downtown 
Dixon. Photo by Debra Dingman

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - If you’ve been looking 
for a yoga studio to stretch out those stiff 
muscles caused by the colder weather, 
Busy Bee Yoga has opened downtown at 
108 North First Street sharing a space and 
sponsored by Almond Tree Mortgage.

Katrina Marsh, 20, was certified two 
years ago but has been doing yoga for 
a long time before that. “I noticed we 
didn’t have any studios in Dixon, and 
I do it every day so at first I thought 
of doing classes online but Karstin 
[Stranger] offered the space and I could 
have never done this without her," Marsh 
said.

Stranger was just elected to the 
Board of Directors for the Chamber of 
Commerce and hopes to be an example 
of a “liaison system” she wants to intro-
duce where a new or young entrepreneur 
is coupled with a seasoned business per-
son to help that new business prosper.

“We don’t want them to come in and 
fail and we can offer a platform unique 
to Dixon,” Stranger explained. There 
seems to be a trajectory of younger 
business people opening in Dixon with 
Barn & Pantry and Rosemary’s Farm to 
Fork, added Marsh, who was thrilled to 
have the support of Stranger guide her. 

Almond Tree Mortgage has two offices 
in Dixon and Marsh uses the downtown 
space for her classes.

“The response has been incredi-
ble,” said Marsh, who is the daughter 
of Kristen Marsh who ran the Firehouse 
Coffee Co. downtown for a few years 
before opening the J. Thaddeus Coffee 
Company. “I definitely got that entrepre-
neur mindset from her,” she added.

Katrina sought her certification orig-
inally for her own personal study but 
would share with others if she got the 
chance which ultimately blossomed into 
teaching others.

“Yoga is meant for all ages and all peo-
ple and that’s the best part about it--it is 
so amazing for your physical and men-
tal health,” she said. “A lot of people are 
reaching out saying that their doctors are 
recommending they take a class. Some 
people are intimidated to get into Yoga 
because they are afraid they are not flexi-
ble, but you can adjust it to whatever you 
can do.”

Check out her variety of classes which 
include a beginner’s class and a “Silver 
Yoga” which is a “modified yoga for 
bodies that don’t quite move like they 
used to.” They are posted on her website, 
busybeeyoga.com or call (707) 295-1855 
and leave a message. � H
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Sentencing Scheduled 
for Kristofer Williams

Solano County District Attorney 
Press Release

SOLANO, CA (MPG) - Yesterday, at the conclu-
sion of a four week jury trial in Department 
11 of the Solano County Superior Court, 
before the Honorable William J. Pendergast 
III Presiding, the jury found Defendant 
Kristofer Williams Guilty of Murder in the 
First Degree, Kidnapping a Minor under the 
age of 14, Assault with a Deadly Weapon 
(and inflicting great bodily injury), Child 
Abuse, and Residential Burglary. 

On October 23, 2018, after attending a 
funeral for a friend, Defendant Kristofer 
Williams, Victim Jonathan Russell, and oth-
ers went to a mutual friend’s home. Upon 
arrival at the home, the defendant noticed a 
9-year-old child home alone. The defendant 
became angry as he made the assumption 
that the child had been left home alone all 
day. He also expressed concern regarding the 
conditions in the home where he believed the 
child had remained all day. The defendant, 
upset about the conditions of the house and 
his false assumption the child had been home 
alone, left and then returned to the home 
where he stabbed the young child’s father 
in the stomach inflicting serious injury. He 

then grabbed the small child and started to 
run out of the house with her. Mr. Russell 
tried to rescue the child, who was scream-
ing in terror. Eventually, the young child 
was able to break free and run back into her 
house, where she hid until Solano County 
Sheriff Deputies arrived. The defendant then 
stabbed Jonathan Russell in the neck and 
fled the property. Jonathan Russell’s friends 
attempted to perform life saving measures 
while they awaited the arrival of emergency 
services. Upon receiving a 911 call, the 
Solano County Sheriff’s Department imme-
diately responded to the scene and deputies 
were able to apprehend the defendant later 
that night. Jonathan Russell was rushed to 
the hospital, but unfortunately on October 
31, 2018, he succumbed to his injuries. 

The defendant is scheduled to be sen-
tenced February 22, 2022, in Department 11 
of the Solano County Superior Court. The 
defendant is facing an indeterminate sen-
tence of 26 years to life in state prison, and 
a determinate sentence of 17 years and 8 
months in state prison. 

Sergeant Andrew Hendrix of the Solano 
Sheriff Office investigated the case. The case 
was prosecuted by Deputy District Attorney 
Ilana Shapiro.�  H

Sacramento Harvest Festival® 
Returns with Life for Small Business
By Liz Rosinski, 
Rosinski 
Communications

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- For many independent 
artists and makers, 2020 
was a devastating blow 
because of all the COVID-
19 related event closures. 

Now there is a feel-
ing of hope amongst many 
of these small businesses 
because they are able to 
once again participate in 
events like the Sacramento 
Harvest Festival, happen-
ing November 19-21 at Cal 
Expo. 

“In 2020, we had a tem-
porary rebrand to ‘Harvest 
Market’ which allowed us 
to operate under the same 
regulations that Farmer’s 
Markets did,” said Nancy 
Glenn, owner of the 
Harvest Festival Original 
Art and Craft Show. “We 
did unfortunately lose some 
exhibitors who couldn’t 
weather the storm, but we 
are starting to see that many 
of our exhibitors are finally 
beginning to feel optimistic 
about the future.”  

The Harvest Festival is 
known as one of the West 
Coast’s premier art and 
craft shows, and hundreds 
of artists depend on the 
annual show as a platform 
to sell their products. Many 
of the exhibitors don’t have 
brick and mortar store-
fronts, and some don’t even 

have websites. 
“Our show was built on 

supporting the independent 
artist and small business-
person, so we are extremely 
glad to be able to continue 
that mission,” said Glenn. 

The festival says it is fol-
lowing all health guidelines 
set forth by the county and 
the state. 

The Sacramento Harvest 
Festival boasts thousands 
of American handmade 
crafts, including original 
art, jewelry, pottery, cloth-
ing, specialty foods, home 
décor and much more. 
Throughout the weekend 
there will also be strolling 
entertainment, delicious 
festival foods,  art ist 

demonstrations and more.  
The Harvest Festival 

will be held at Cal Expo 
1600 Exposition Blvd, 
Sacramento, CA 95815 
on Friday: 10am - 5pm, 
Saturday: 10am-6pm, 
Sunday: 10am – 4pm 

Tickets are Adults: 
$9, Seniors (62+) & 
Military: $7, Youth (13-
17): $4, 12 & Under: 
F ree  (Ticke t s  va l id 
for re-entry) 

Visi t  www.harvest-
fes t ival .com or  ca l l 
925-392-7300.

The Harvest Festivals, 
promoted by Nancy Glenn, 
are the largest indoor arts 
and crafts show of its kind 
on the West Coast. � H 

The Sacramento Harvest Festival not only showcases 
products but allows vendors to interactively display the “how-
to” of many of your favorite hobbies and pastimes. Photo provided 
by Rosinski Communications

California Comment on Today’s 
Small Business Economic Trends

NFIB Press Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- From John Kabateck, 
California state director for 
the National Federation of 
Independent Business on 
today’s release of NFIB’s 
monthly Small Business 
Economic Trends (SBET) 
report, America’s bell-
wether measurement of the 
Main Street economy.

I am glad the U.S. Labor 
Department is finding work-
ers returning to the job, Main 
Street is still waiting. What 
stood out for me in this 
month’s SBET is that small 
business owners expecting 
better business conditions 
over the next six months fell 
four points to a net nega-
tive 37%. This indicator has 
declined 17 points over the 
past three months to its low-
est level since November 
2012. Unfilled job openings, 
supply chain disruptions, 
inflation, a Congress threat-
ening more taxes add up to a 
bleak outlook for the nation’s 
and California’s leading 
job-creators.

From NFIB Chief 
Economist Bill Dunkelberg

Small business owners 

are attempting to take 
advantage of current eco-
nomic growth but remain 
pessimistic about busi-
ness conditions in the near 
future. One of the biggest 
problems for small busi-
nesses is the lack of workers 
for unfilled positions and 
inventory shortages, which 
will continue to be a prob-
lem during the holiday 
season.

Adding to the mud-
d l e ,  Wa s h i n g t o n  i s 
having trouble putting its 
economic policies into 
place. Spending and tax 
policies are still up in the 
air, while debt ceiling prob-
lems loom larger each day. 
The Federal Reserve is also 
scrambling to reset poli-
cies to deal with growth and 
inflation numbers it had not 
expected.

More comment is avail-
able on Page 3 of the NFIB 
Small Business Economic 
Trends report.

About the Small Business 
Economic Trends (SBET) 

Report

The NFIB Research 
Center has collected Small 
Business Economic Trends 
data with quarterly sur-
veys since the 4th quarter 
of 1973 and monthly sur-
veys since 1986. Survey 
respondents are drawn 
from a random sample of 
NFIB’s membership. The 
report is released on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month. Today’s survey 
was conducted in October 
2021. NFIB’s SBET and 
Jobs Report are national 

snapshots not broken down 
by state.

The SBET’s primary 
value is  anticipat ing 
short-run fluctuations in 
economic activity. An 
additional value of the 
SBET is its measurement 
of small business activ-
ities and concerns over 
time. The benefit of a lon-
gitudinal data set offers 
an invaluable perspective 
on how policies and busi-
ness cycles impact small 
businesses over time.  The 
SBET is one of the few 
archival data sets on small 
business, particularly when 
research questions address 
business operations rather 
than opinions. Today, it’s 
the largest, longest-running 
data set on small busi-
ness economic conditions 
available. 

Keep up with the latest 
on California small-busi-
ness news at www.nfib.
com/california, where this 
release can also be read, 
or by following NFIB on 
Twitter @NFIB_CA or on 
Facebook @NFIB.CA.For 
78 years, NFIB has been 
advocating on behalf of 
America’s small and inde-
pendent business owners, 
both in Washington, D.C., 
and in all 50 state capi-
tals. NFIB is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan, and mem-
ber-driven association. 
Since its founding in 1943, 
NFIB has been exclusively 
dedicated to small and 
independent businesses 
and remains so today. For 
more information, please 
visit nfib.com.� H

John Kabateck

WordSmith 
Communications 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
-  S a c r a m e n t a n  a n d 
CSU Sacramento fac-
ulty member Shawna 
Malvini  Redden has 
released 101 Pat-Downs: 
An Undercover Look at 
Airport Security and the 
TSA, just ahead of the 
agency’s 20-year anniver-
sary. Part confessional, 
part investigative research 
and part light-hearted 
social commentary, 101 
Pat-Downs takes read-
ers behind the scenes as 
Malvini Redden explores 
airport security interac-
tions and offers solutions 
to what has become the 
most stressful part of mod-
ern-day travel.

S h a w n a  M a l v i n i 
Redden, an award-win-
ning author and professor 
who specializes in orga-
nizational communication 
research, teaching and 
consulting, interviewed 
more than 200 passengers, 
Transportation Security 
Officers (TSOs) and air-
line crew. She spent years 
observing security lines 

as a passenger, watch-
ing everything from TSOs 
cracking jokes to passen-
gers fuming over carry-on 
confiscations, to the occa-
sional security shutdown 
and everything in between.

Seasoned and ama-
teur travelers alike will 
recognize familiar char-
acters  (and possibly 
themselves) in 101 Pat-
Downs, including the 
stereotypically gruff TSO, 
the entitled business trav-
eler and the nervous 
first-time flier. Malvini 
Redden examines airport 
security interactions in a 
social-science framework, 
explaining how people 
navigate communication 
in complex interpersonal 
situations – like TSA 
checkpoints.

“As a road warrior 
myself, I appreciated 101 
Pat-Downs and its keen 
observations about our 
current form of secu-
rity theatre and how 
people on either side of 
that power dynamic react 
to and evolve because of 
it,” said Elisa Camahort 
Page, co-author of Road 
Map for Revolutionaries: 
Resistance, Activism and 

Advocacy for All.
Now available at online 

bookstores, 101 Pat-downs 
is a perfect traveler’s com-
panion for navigating what 
one TSO described as the 
nation’s “second most 
hated government agency.” 
The book also offers 
research-driven suggestions 
for improving the airport 
security experience for pas-
sengers and TSOs alike.

Shawna Malvini Redden 
is an associate profes-
sor in the Communication 
S t u d i e s  d e p a r t m e n t 
a t  Ca l i fo rn i a  S t a t e 
University, Sacramento. 
She holds a doctor-
ate in organizational and 
interpersonal commu-
nication from Arizona 
State University. Her aca-
demic research has been 
widely published and 
she has received Top 
Paper awards from the 
National and International 
Communication 
Associations. In addi-
tion to academic and 
professional writing about 
communication, she main-
tains a personal blog called 
The Bluest Muse.

For More Information, visit: 
https://101patdowns.com/� H

Local Author Releases 
Book “101 Pat-Downs”

Author Malvini Redden with Book. Photo courtesy of WordSmith Communications

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

Members of the 2019 Dixon City Council 
must be congratulated. Members of the 2019 
Dixon City Council, Steve Bird, Jim Ernest, 
Devon Minnema, Scott Peterson and then 
Mayor Thom Bogue must be congratulated 
because, after pressure from their constitu-
ents, they made the right decision.

The city was approached by Community 
Choice Aggregator (CCA) Marin Clean 
Energy (MCE), a green energy provider, 
claiming it would provide “renewable green 
energy” to our City.

In May 2019 the city council voted 4-1 
(Mayor Bogue voting No) to proceed with 
a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) with MCE, 
a green energy provider. However, after a 
long article that appeared in the Independent 
Voice on June 7th 2019 that got the atten-
tion of the establishment, the council, at their 
next meeting, reversed of their initial support 
and pulled the second reading of the ordi-
nance establishing a Joint Powers Agreement 
with Marin Clean Energy off of the consent 
calendar and called for further discussion.

Councilman Steve Bird said he had heard 
from a number of people whose main con-
cern was that you had to “opt out rather than 
opt in” to have or reject MCE as your new 
energy provider and decided not to make 
snap decisions.  

A Marin County energy expert Jim Phelps 
identified several problems with the MCE 
program, including that our City would be 
locked into the program and saddled with 
on-going contract costs if it was subse-
quently determined that CCA was a bad deal. 
The CCA could also invoke eminent domain 
against the City of Dixon, meaning we could 
end with wind farms strewn across out land

According to Mr. Phelps’ research, since 
late 2015 “clean” MCE has spent more than 
$370 million on dirty energy -- that’s enough 
brown power to run MCE’s core Marin-
based electric load for 9 years with energy 
that emits nearly 9 billion pounds of green-
house gas.

Since the start of 2021 four CCAs 
(Baldwin Park, Montebello, Santa Paula, 
Butte County) have decertified and a fifth 
has declared bankruptcy. Economics and 
inflation will add to operating problems for 
the remaining CCAs whose prices are all 
experiencing upward pressure.

Our city council deserves credit for 
listening to their constituents, taking a con-
servative route and pushing back on CCA, 
preserving our city’s sovereignty and its 
financial future.

Ourania Riddle, Dixon resident
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 Living life undetected 
and on the run was one 
thing, but knowing that 
the Government is part of 
a vast coverup, spread-
ing falsehoods is another. 
Leyla's heart's desire was 
to free her father from 
prison, and now that her 
father is finally by her 
side, it's time to uncover 
the truth. Deep down, 
Leyla knows that there 
was more to her father's 
arrest, Ari's capture, and 
the Government mark-
ing her as the nation's 
"Number One Enemy," 
and she will stop at noth-
ing to uncover the truth. 

Now, Leyla and her 
father must evade detec-
tion as they travel into 
remote areas of the ocean, 
looking for any sign of 
anthropoid communities, 
hoping that they might 
be able to find answers. 
Yet, traveling into remote 
areas of the ocean car-
ries new types of threats. 
Dangerous creatures roam 
the waters, and hostile 
communities could be hid-
den around any bend. Yet, 
Leyla is driven by her con-
victions, knowing that 
truth lies far beyond a few 
broken laws. 

However, the deeper 
Leyla dives into uncov-
ering the truth, the more 
she is aware of the dev-
astation, and the reality 

hits like a rippling shock 
wave  across  Br i ta in . 
Surmounting fears begin 
to surface and tension 
escalate as rebel crowds 
rise, demanding equal-
ity and justice, marking 
Leyla's fight as one that 
has the power to change 
the future – proving that 
now is the time to have 
their voices heard. 

Journey deep into the 
abyss where old world rel-
ics lie on the ocean floor 
in watery decay.  Where 
truth is buried deeper 
than the vast depths of 
the ocean and the search 
for answers may cost you 
your life. London Shah 
returns to her beauti-
ful and enchanting world 

encapsulated by the sea as 
she continues the fight for 
survival and acceptance. 

Like the sea-filled city, 
nothing is what you expect 
to uncover. Political ten-
sion begins to rise, and 
t ra i tors  are  revealed. 
Leaving Leyla and her 
father to take on a fight for 
both truth and justice that 
could end up costing their 
lives. Just as intense and 
unforgiving as the first 
book, Journey to the Heart 
of the Abyss, will leave 
readers dreaming of a 
world encapsulated by the 
sea. London Shah takes 
her readers deep into the 
depths of the ocean, fill-
ing their minds with vivid 
imagery of a time that was 
lost. Wallpapered walls 
and curtained windows 
dance in the rippling water 
as if a view from a per-
fectly encapsulated snow 
globe, seemingly blending 
wonder with just the right 
level of intrigue and fear. 

London Shah keeps the 
same thrilling tempo as 
The Light at The Bottom 
of the World, proving to 
her readers that you can’t 
drown preserve, deter-
mination, or heart. As 
she shatters barriers and 
stereotypes,Shah allows 
her voice to be heard. 
But the one question  
that remains can love  
prevail?� H

FOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbook

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

♦  Publisher:  Little Brown
♦  �Intended audience:   

young adult  
♦  Rating:  ♥♥♥♥♥
♦  �Release Date: 

November 16, 2021

Thank A Veteran Today

Journey to the Heart of the Abyss
by London Shah

Commentary  
by Bruce Lee

T h i s  c o l u m n ’s  p r i -
mary mission deals with 
ci t izen ownership and 
responsibility for our govern-
ments.  However, at times I 
am asked if that just sounds 
good?  Or, is it really pos-
sible?  Are we “tilting at 
windmills?”  Can you fight 
City Hall?  

Today, I want to assure 
everyone that citizen owner-
ship is absolutely possible, 
and I have real-world results 
to prove it.  It takes effort and 
organization, but it is pos-
sible.  Let me share a few 
illustrations to encourage us 
all!

2020 was a busy year for 
the Sacramento Taxpayers 
Association.  SacTax was 
involved in a multitude of 
state and local issues, includ-
ing Split Roll Property Tax 
and several local policy and 
tax matters (COVID fines 
on businesses, changing the 
election cycle of the county 
sheriff, and the Sacramento 
strong mayor initiative, etc.).  
The result was that billions of 
unnecessary tax dollars were 
saved!

Of particular significance, 
in the spring of 2020, we 
met head-on the Sacramento 
Transportation Authority’s 
proposal to increase the 
county-wide sales tax by a 
half percent for forty years.  
On July 15, 2020, after 
months of working on this 
tax increase in the middle of 
a pandemic, the Authority 

reluctantly withdrew its 
November 2020 ballot mea-
sure.  Most notable to me 
was literally the very last 
comment in the report:  

“(S)hould any organized 
opposition materialize, the 
measure will not be viable 
(on the November ballot).”

Dear co-owners of our 
government, we were the 
“organized opposition!”  
And, we had a resounding 
success.

Then in August 2020 (after 
pleading with the Citrus 
Heights City Council to 
reconsider placing Measure 
M on the November ballot 
to raise their sales tax by one 
percent with no sunset date) 
we faced another new battle.  
The Council was intransigent 
– arrogantly confident that 
voters would easily approve 
their tax increase as the 
Council’s consultants assured 
them that polling showed the 
measure being adopted by 
well over 70 percent.  

The City Council scoffed 
at us – confident in their abil-
ity to call in over $50,000 of 
“pay-to-play” vendor money 
to push Measure M across 
the winning line, as well 
as spend thousands of pub-
lic city dollars in multiple 
citywide mailings to every 
household – all proclaim-
ing the merits of Measure 
M in so called “educational 
mailings.”  

It was all very daunting 
… but SacTax rolled up its 
collective sleeves and orga-
nized a “No on M” task 
group.  With a total of about 
$7,000 (from small donors) 
plus hundreds of coordi-
nated hours of volunteer time 
and help from community 
leaders, in two months the 
citizens sent this “ugly pig” 
of a tax measure to its right-
ful grave by approximately 
2,000 votes (or 52.45%).  

Again, friends, we were 
“the organized opposition,” 

with another resounding 
success!  

In fact, if you look at all 
of the local tax increase and 
bond measures placed before 
Sacramento region voters 
in November 2020, they all 
passed – except for the ones 
SacTax actively opposed.

There is an important les-
son here, we did not have 
to burn down buildings or 
destroy businesses.  We did 
not have to deface or tear 
down any monuments.  All 
we had to do was be well 
organized; upfront; use sound 
logical arguments; make our 
concerns known; and edu-
cate citizens.  All we had to 
do was put leadership into 
practice and encourage our 
citizens in exercising owner-
ship over their governments.

We had to shed light on 
important topics; allow gov-
ernment officials to realize 
that we must all be good 
stewards of public dollars; 
and realize that “business as 
usual” was not acceptable.

Lesson learned – our dem-
ocratic, republican form of 
government works when we 
collectively take responsibil-
ity for it!  Together, we make 
a difference!

W. Bruce Lee is an educa-
tor and speaker (WBruceLee.
com) with a career in gov-
ernment as an elected 
official and fiscal advi-
sor, who has worked at 
the local, state, and fed-
eral levels.  He authors 
the “We the Government” 
column as a community ser-
vice.  He is president of 
the Sacramento Taxpayers 
Association (SacTax) - pro-
moting efficient, economical 
government; fair and equi-
table taxation which permits 
a strong, healthy economy; 
as well as sensible balance 
and rational control of gov-
ernment expenditures..  His 
private message telephone is 
916-624-6476.� H

Is it Possible?

Dr. James L. Snyder

It was one of those hec-
tic weeks that flew by, and I 
didn’t know it until the end 
of the week.

I had come to the point 
where I had enough. 
Enough is enough; let’s get 
on with life.

You can’t get enough 
of some things in life, and 
then there are other things 
that you can have too much. 
If only we could choose 
one at our discretion.

That evening supper was 
quite good, and I had, like 
always, stuffed myself. I 
don’t blame my over-eat-
ing on myself, rather on 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. If she were 
not such an excellent cook, 
I wouldn’t eat so much. All 
the blame rests upon her.

The marvelous supper 
was behind us, and we had 
just settled down to watch 
something on television.

About halfway into the 
mystery movie, there was 
a commercial time, and 
my wife got up and said, 
“Would you have any room 
for ice cream?”

Would I have any room 
for ice cream? I can never 
have too much ice cream, 
and I am never too full 
for one more bowl of ice 
cream.

So, when my wife asked 

me if I would like some ice 
cream. “I’ll have as much 
ice cream as you can stuff 
into that bowl.”

Not long ago, it was 
such a long weary day, and 
I was thinking about the 
ice cream I would reward 
myself with at the end of 
the day. Nothing calms 
me down better than a nice 
bowl of ice cream.

Supper was over; I set-
tled down into my easy 
chair and then asked, 
“Honey, I really could use 
some ice cream tonight. 
It’s been such a long weary 
day.”

I didn’t hear anything 
from her, so I said, “Can I 
have some ice cream?”

Then I heard from the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage.

“I’m sorry, my dear,” 
she said as disparagingly as 
possible, “we’ve run out of 
ice cream.”

Those words are the 
worst words ever uttered in 
our parsonage. To be out of 
ice cream is the most stress-
ful time of the week. How 
is it possible to run out of 
ice cream?

I sat there thinking how 
in the world can I survive 
any day without ending it 
with a bowl of ice cream?

There’s a lot of things 
in this world that I can do 
without. Number one on 

that list is broccoli. I don’t 
even like the sight of that 
so-called vegetable.

I have a long list of 
what I can do without, and 
nowhere on that list is ice 
cream.

How I would get through 
the night without my ice 
cream is a mystery that 
only the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage can solve.

They only know what 
you like and what’s impor-
tant to you when it’s not 
available. Then you begin 
to appreciate the value of 
that item.

I thought of the Bible 
verse in the Old Testament 
that sort of focus is on this 
idea. “Yea, they are greedy 
dogs which can never 
have enough, and they 
are shepherds that cannot 
understand: they all look to 
their own way, every one 
for his gain, from his quar-
ter” (Isaiah 56:11).

Whenever greed takes 
over, we never can have 
enough. Then we become a 
slave to our greed.

Dr. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, 1471 Pine 
Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He 
lives with his wife in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail 
jamessnyder2@att.net. The 
church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.� H

I Can Never Have Too Much Ice Cream
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Dixon’s Independent Voice Adjudicated For and By the County of Solano, 
Adjudication No. FCS030046–November 24, 2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2021-1002183

The following persons are doing business as: : K1 SPEED     
1560 Gateway Boulevard, Fairfield, CA 94533
BKC Entertainment LLC, CA 
Date Filed in Solano County: November 2, 2021
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Limited Liability Company
NOTICE: In Accordance with subdivision (a) of section 17920 A Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the 
date on which it was filed in the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of registered owner. A new 
fictitious Business name statement must be filed before the expiration November 2, 2026. The filing of this statement does not itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state or common law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 

business and professions code.)

Publish: November 19, 26 & December 3, 10, 2021                   (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #FCS057294

1.  Petitioner Rudy Brooks Sr filed a petition with this court for a  decree changing 
names as follows:
 Present name                                 Proposed name
                      Rudy Brooks Sr                                                           Rudy Robert Brooks Sr

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter shall appear before this court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must file written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show why the petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant the petition without a hearing. December 15, 2021, 8:30 a.m. Department 12, 
Room 2, Superior Court of California, County of Solano, Old Solano Court House 580 Texas Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: Christine A. Carringer
DATED: October 27, 2021
Publish: November 19, 26 & December 3, 10, 2021                                (The Dixon Independent Voice)
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By Donna Glassman-
Sommer and Marvin Lopez, 
CALMatters

California’s teacher shortage 
means most quality substitute 
teachers are being hired on full-
time. At the same time, there has 
been a steep decline in appli-
cations for substitute teaching 
credentials since last January. 

In short, we’re creating a sub-
stitute teacher shortage as we try 
to ensure great teachers are lead-
ing our classrooms.  

Substitute teachers play a vital 
role in the success of students and 
teachers. Students spend, on aver-
age, approximately more than 
10 days with substitute teachers 
during a given school year. Not 
having adequate support during 
these days has shown a negative 
impact on students’ achievement. 
Substitute teachers maintain 
healthy and successful learning 
environments for students and 
provide teachers the time and 
energy they need to build their 
professional skills to best support 
students. 

Full-time teachers could take 
advantage of professional learn-
ing, networking and collaboration 
opportunities. Most importantly, 
teachers felt secure and confi-
dent knowing students continued 
receiving a high-quality education 
without skipping a beat. 

California is investing in teach-
ers this year but there needs to be 
more focus on substitutes as part 
of the solution. 

To expand the pool of poten-
tial substitute teachers, state 
policymakers need to collabo-
rate and reexamine CalSTRS 
existing policies that prevent 
retired teachers, under state and 
federal law, from doing sub-
stitute teaching within their 
first six months of retirement. 
Retired teachers have experience 

leading students through their 
educational journeys and are 
familiar with the communities 
they served.

Having opportunities for retired 
teachers to temporarily work to 
continue helping local schools 
while solving a statewide short-
age of teachers is a short-term 
solution, but one that is needed 
this school year. 

Having the support of policy-
makers is only part of the solution. 
The support and involvement of 

all our communities is also impor-
tant to make a difference; this 
is how you can help; Research 
requirements to be a substitute 
teacher and see if this is a good 
fit for you or someone you might 
know. This can be your way of 
giving back to your community 
and helping our next generation 
of young scholars; Call your local 
district and neighborhood schools 
and find out how you can provide 
additional support on campuses. 
If not as a substitute, it’s likely 

volunteers are needed; Attend 
career job fairs to learn more 
about what it takes to be an educa-
tor in today’s world and how you 
can support districts who might 
need higher levels of support. 

Recruiting and retaining enough 
substitute teachers to help solve 
the shortage won’t be an easy 
task. This is a statewide prob-
lem that will be solved locally 
with the help of many people, 
people like you. Even if you’ve 
never worked in education, take 

a moment to learn more. What 
could be an occasional day of 
work for you could be what pro-
vides the consistency students in 
your town need to learn, grow and 
succeed. 

Donna Glassman-Sommer 
is the executive director of the 
California Center on Teaching 
Careers, based out of the Tulare 
County Office of Education.  
Marvin Lopez is the program 
coordinator of the California 
Center on Teaching Careers.� H

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG

Tuesday, November 9, 2021
0648 - Report of a found 3 year old child in the 100 block of Dorset Drive. The child’s father was located but 
he had an outstanding misdemeanor warrant for theft. Noah Cobb (25) of Las Vegas was arrested for the 
warrant and released from the scene with a citation.
0721 - Suspicious person reported in the 1100 block of Valley Glen Drive. RP reported a person sleeping 
on their front porch. Brandie Mans� eld (42), a transient from Texas was contacted and arrested for felony 
vandalism. She was taken to county jail.
1113 - Pedestrian stop in the 900 block of Newgate Way resulted in the arrest of Miguel Penuelas-Fonseca 
(27) of Dixon for four misdemeanor warrants. He was taken to county  jail.
1114 - Theft of a catalytic converter in the 1500 block of North Lincoln Street.
1407 - Tra�  c stop in the area of Pitt School Road and West H Street resulted in the arrest of Marshall Gibber 
(30) of Winters for two outstanding misdemeanor warrants for failure to appear. He was cited and released 
with a new court date per the issuing agency. 
1904 - Suspicious circumstance in the 1600 block of North Lincoln Street. A 54-year-old Fair� eld resident 
was arrested for Public Intoxication. He was transported to the Solano County Jail.
0235 - Tra�  c enforcement stop in the 7800 block of Schroeder Road. Robert Kang (49), of Sacramento, was 
contacted a found to have a warrant for Theft out of UC Davis PD
Saturday, November 13, 2021
1824 - O�  cers responded to Luke’s Lounge in the 200 block of North 1st Street regarding an intoxicated 
subject causing a disturbance and refusing to leave. Upon arrival, o�  cers located and detained the subject 
(London Matthews (36) of Vacaville), who was later  arrested for misdemeanor assault, trespassing and 
public intoxication. He was transported and booked into the Solano County Jail without incident.
2014 - O�  cers stopped to assist a stranded motorist in the area of South 1st Street and Country Faire Drive. 
Upon investigation, o�  cers realized that a domestic violence incident had occurred between the occupants 
of the vehicle. As a result of the investigation, Jessica Gonzalez-Hernandez (38) of Hampton, Italy was 
arrested for felony domestic violence and misdemeanor child endangerment. She was transported to the 
Solano County Jail without incident.
2030 - A vandalism was reported in the 300 block of East C Street, wherein the front window of an 
apartment was shattered by an unknown suspect.
2317 - An o�  cer observed a vehicle (2017 white Hyundai Sonata) breaking traction and driving recklessly in 
the area Pitt School and Sun� ower. The vehicle � ed when the o�  cer attempted to conduct an enforcement 
stop. The vehicle drove eastbound on Sun� ower Way and then northbound on South Lincoln. O�  cers did 
not pursue, but attempted to maintain visual. The brie� y lost sight of the vehicle, but located it seconds 
later at the intersection of North Lincoln and Rehrmann Drive, where it had collided with a curb causing 
major damage to the vehicle. The occupants � ed on foot. One occupant was located and arrested for driving 
without a license, reckless driving, evading police, possession of marijuana and misdemeanor hit and run. 
Due to the suspect’s age (16), his information will be omitted from the log. He was cited and released to his 
guardian from the Dixon Police Department without incident. 
Sunday, November 14, 2021
1213 - Vandalism reported in the 400 block of Porter Road.
1230 - Battery reported in the 1500 block of Madera Drive. 
2148 - Domestic dispute in the 600 block of Ferguson Court. Nayely Salcedo (29), of Dixon, was arrested for 
Domestic Violence. She was transported to the Solano County Jail.
2257 - Prowler reported in the 2100 block of Mariposa Drive. Gerardo Cortez-Bueno (27), of Dixon was 
arrested for Prowling. He was transported to the Solano County Jail. 
Monday, November 15, 2021
1029 - Tra�  c stop in the area of Vaughn Road and North 1st Street resulted in the towing of a green 1997 
Honda Civic after it was discovered the driver had a suspended license.
1131 - Theft from a mailbox reported in the 1500 block of North Lincoln Street.
1500 - Threats report taken at Dixon High School.

Imagine The  Difference You Can MakeImagine The  Difference You Can Make

1-844-355-0292
DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

Substitute teachers play a vital role in the success of students and teachers. Students spend, on average, approximately more than 10 days with 
substitute teachers during a given school year. Photo Pixabay

The Teacher Shortage
The decline in substitute teachers challenges school districts
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Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 7

Crossword Puzzle on Page 7 STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • THANKSGIVING
CLUES

ACROSS
1. “If all ____ fails...”
5. *Male Thanksgiving bird
8. Yoko’s last name
11. Indian restaurant bread
12. Carhop’s carrier
13. *”Kiss the Cook” garment
15. Homer’s “The Odyssey”, 
e.g.
16. *Grandpa or Grandma, 
often
17. Moolah or dough
18. *Pilgrim’s colony
20. Allah’s cleric
21. Arranges into categories
22. Chance’s genre
23. *”Plains, Trains and 
Automobiles” star
26. Woven containers
30. Kimono sash
31. Aristotle’s school
34. Part of ideal
35. Hurricane feature, pl.
37. Comedian Schumer
38. Teen worry
39. Side of a ruler
40. Left over
42. *When will the guests be 
here?, acr.
43. Rejuvenate
45. Expression of agreement 
(2 words)
47. *What Turkey Trot partic-
ipants did
48. Outdoor entertainment 
area
50. Messy substances
52. *It makes Thanksgiving 
wishes come true?
55. Half of diameter, pl.
56. Flu symptom
57. Accompanies relief
59. Leaves out
60. More than a talker?
61. Isaac’s firstborn
62. Skin cyst
63. “____ my party, and I’ll 
cry if I want too...”
64. Confederate or Union, 
e.g.

DOWN
1. Compass dir.
2. Arctic native
3. Go yachting
4. Become enclosed in a cyst
5. Freshwater fish
6. Hop-drying kilns
7. *Pumpkin pie at the first 
Thanksgiving, e.g.
8. Sea World’s performer
9. “Cheers” regular
10. Top seed
12. Like a rosebush
13. Spy name
14. *Kind of squash
19. Toils
22. Truck brand motto: “Guts. Glory. 
____”
23. Lawn trimmer
24. Toe the line
25. Designs on lemur’s tail
26. Purchases
27. #39 Across, pl.
28. T in Ferrari TR
29. Thai restaurant chicken staple
32. Elder’s support
33. Flightless bird
36. *Thanksgiving football game 
host city since 1934
38. Impromptu
40. Big coffee holder
41. Choice word

44. Desert mirage
46. Makes less tight
48. Lace loop
49. “Angela’s _____,” memoir
50. *Raiders vs. Cowboys, e.g.
51. Scandinavian war god
52. Dry riverbed
53. Not final or absolute
54. Exclamation of surprise, archaic
55. Propel your boat!
58. Color wheel feature

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 7

Solutions on Page 7

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?
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Tax Services Work Wanted

          M P G  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

916 773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sell Your 
Stuff !
Reach 

1000’s of 
Readers 
Every 
Week!

CALL
Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

Wanted

Real Estate

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV TO HELP HOMELESS 
PETS. PETS ALIVE IS A 
CALIFORNIA, 501-C-3 
NONPROFIT. GUARANTEED TAX 
DEDUCTIONS. PAPERWORK 
EXPERTS, FREE QUOTE AND 
PICK UP. ASK ABOUT FREE 7 
DAY VACATION OR $200 VISA 
GIFT CARD. LAPETSALIVE.
ORG. 1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live 
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels 
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-7909. (SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)](SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabet-
ic supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call now! 
1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)
------------------------------------------------
HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU 
RECEIVE A HERNIA MESH 
PATCH between 2009- present? 
Did you suffer complications from 
removal surgery, bowel perfo-
ration, infection, abdominal wall 
tears, puncture of abdominal 
organs or intestinal fistulae after 
placement of this device? You 
may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727(Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. 
We have the best rates from 
top companies! Call Now! 
1-888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE 
in-home estimates make it con-
venient to shop from home. 
Professional installation.  Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA.  Call for free 
consultation:  1-877-438-0330.  Ask 
about our specials! (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
The difference in winning and losing 
market share is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power to 
connect to nearly 13 million of the 
state’s readers who are an engaged 
audience, makes our services an 
indispensable marketing solution. 
For more info call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com
--------------------------------------------------
Will juice in your home for you. 
Have juicer will travel. Used 
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858
--------------------------------------------------
Thinking about installing a new show-
er? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy 
your shower again! Call 1-866-945-
3038 today to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
The difference in winning and los-
ing an election is how campaign 
dollars are spent. Get the best ROI 
by using our deep relationships 
in every community in California. 
Our on-the-ground knowledge is 
indispensable to campaigns that 
want results. For more info on 
multi-market ethnic and non-eth-
nic solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com
--------------------------------------------------
The difference in winning and losing 
market share is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. Mark Twain 
said, “Many a small thing has been 
made large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”.  So why spend your hard-
earned dollars on social media where 
you already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 
844-857-1737    (Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfi led tax 
returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
1-855-970-2032 (CalSCAN)

Is it time to declutter and clean your 
garage and house? I can help! And I 
prune and weed and wash windows. 
References, College grad. Call Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-21) 

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Certifi ed 
Professionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for assisted living, mem-

ory care, or independent living? 

A Place for Mom simplifi es the 

process of fi nding senior living at 

no cost to your family. Call 1-844-

741-0130  today. (Cal-SCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous

Local Classified

Insurance/Health

CALL
916 773-1111

TO ADVERTISE
IN YOUR
LOCAL 

HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER

Financial Services

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Senior Living

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at 
all major secular & special-
ty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your 
FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-877-330-3936

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation 

Experts
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-372-0408

Cable/Internet 

Services

Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
         Financial aid for qualified students. 

     Job placement assistance. 

877-205-4138

AIRLINE
   CAREERS
START HERE

Call Aviation Institute of MaintenanceClassifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111
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Commentary 
by bil paul

Over the last two weeks, 
Dixon had 28 new COVID 
cases – a notable increase. 
In Dixon’s schools, 46 stu-
dents and 12 staff members 
have tested positive so far 
this school year.

County statistics are gen-
erally holding steady, with 
the number of active cases 
slowly falling.

California is recommend-
ing that all adults receive 
vaccine booster  shots, 
because vaccine effectiveness 
decreases with time. Vaccine 
protect ion on average 
decreases from 91 percent to 
78 percent over three or four 
months. I got my booster as 
soon as I was eligible.

I’ve heard some rumblings 
that the current vaccines are 
of little or no use against 
COVID, because some vac-
cinated people end up being 
hospitalized. The vaccines 
aren’t perfect, but provide 
the best insurance around to 
keep you out of the hospi-
tal. Eighty to 90 percent of 
those dying of COVID are 
unvaccinated. My nephew 
was one of those, unfortu-
nately. I haven’t learned why 
he didn’t get the shot.

The unvaccinated are 
10 times more likely to be 
hospitalized.

COVID is still on the loose 
in Dixon. People are wear-
ing masks in public situations 

less and less, thinking it’s 
all over. But with more peo-
ple congregating indoors 
in colder weather, espe-
cially with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas coming up, the 
opportunity for another surge 
presents itself. I’d suggest 
only gathering with people 
who are vaccinated, frankly.

Meanwhile,  anti-vac-
cine people feel empowered 
to say that the government 
doesn’t have the right to 
mandate shots for certain 
categories of workers. Say 
we continue just as we are 
now, with only about 59 per-
cent of the population fully 
vaccinated. That means that 
COVID will continue to 
penetrate into families and 
workplaces into the fore-
seeable future, resulting in 
more sick people and deaths. 
People like my nephew die 
with no family members or 
spouses present. Is that what 
anti-vaxxers want? It’s like 
the resistance bikers put up 
when a law was proposed 
requiring they wear helmets.

Reduced dosages of the 
Pfizer vaccine are avail-
able for children over the 
age of five. If my offspring 
(now adults) were in that age 
group, I’d have them getting 
the shots as soon as possi-
ble. My granddaughter, age 
five, briefly had COVID; she 
caught it from a visiting rel-
ative a year ago. There have 
been 700 American COVID 
deaths under the age of 18.  

A new pill has been devel-
oped in several forms by 
both Pfizer and Merck that 
could be taken within three 
days after a person became 
COVID-infected. Pfizer’s 
drug reduced the risk of hos-
pitalization or death by 89 
percent. Not sure what the 
vaccination status of those in 
the test population was.

The pandemic is the major 
cause of economic difficulties 

the country is facing now, 
with inflation, a lack of work-
ers, and shortages. A mini 
carton of raspberries locally 
sells for five dollars! Political 
polarization is increasing 
along with racial intolerance, 
anti-Semitism and anti-tran-
sexual sentiments. A poll 
revealed that 30 percent of 
Republicans and 11 percent 
of Democrats think that “true 
American patriots” would 
be justified using violence 
to “save the country.” There 
have been threats of violence 
toward school board members 
who vote for mask mandates. 
What’s gotten into people?

Here’s more pleasant news 
to consider: Elvis is coming 
to town (in the form of excel-
lent Elvis tribute performer 
Rob Ely). The Dixon Teen 
Center fundraiser Viva Las 
Dixon is slated for the Dixon 
High School community 
theatre on January 22. Ely 
has won many competitive 
awards for portraying The 
King, and if you love Elvis, 
you’ll love him. Check out his 
video by searching YouTube 
for “Rob Ely” and “Can’t 
help falling in love.” Tickets 
are $30 at the Chamber of 
Commerce, Dixon Florist, 
and Grocery Outlet. Tickets 
can also be purchased online 
at Eventbrite.com (search for 
“Elvis” and “Dixon”). Due to 
seating limitations, only 300 
tickets will be sold.

bil paul did PR for the 
Postal Service and med-
ical  companies,  and 
worked as a reporter and 
photographer. He’s the 
author of the book about 
Dixon’s failed movie stu-
dio project (“The Train 
Never Stops in Dixon” 
– available at Amazon 
or the library) and has a 
non-fiction book coming 
out next year about GIs 
in the Aleutian Islands 
during WWII. � H

Covid and Beyond Riley Reviews

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“YELLOWJACKETS” ON SHOWTIME
Showt ime’s  t en -ep i sode  d rama 

“Yellowjackets” works off the premise that 
a female-centric version of “Lord of the 
Flies” is compelling for the mystery of the 
survivors’ saga in the aftermath of a shock-
ing airplane crash. 

This series takes its name from a New 
Jersey girls high school soccer team with 
players so talented they have qualified to 
enter the national championship match.  
Hence, the ill-fated journey by air travel 
with their coach and a few others.

E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  t e a m  n a m e 
“Yellowjackets” is the series’ title, this is 
not a sports show about soccer competition.  
As a survival drama, the series is steeped in 
psychological and supernatural mystery that 
fluctuates with wild swings between the past 
and the present.

The storytelling about the fate of the girls 
and their accompanying adults is, in the 
words of writer Ashley Lyle, structured as 
a show not “about what happened, but about 
why it happened.”

Told in flashbacks from the time of the 
1996 crash in the Canadian wilderness to the 
present day of 2021, we get to see how the 
passage of time has affected the survivors, 
most particularly the four characters in the 
leading roles.

Christina Ricci’s Misty was a friendless 
nerd serving as a team assistant.  Melanie 
Lynskey’s Shauna, a player once destined to 
attend an Ivy League college, has now fallen 
into the rut of a loveless marriage and con-
flict with her spiteful teenage daughter.

Closeted in her school days, Taissa 
(Tawny Cypress) is an ambitious candidate 
for state senate who is haunted by her past 
as well as present-day coping with a son 
troubled by an inexplicable supernatural 
undercurrent.

Last of the group is erstwhile gothic teen 
Natalie (Juliette Lewis) who seems to have 
spent her adult life in a revolving pattern of 
drug and alcohol abuse and stints in rehab.  
Moreover, she was frequently slut-shamed 
as a cynical youth.

Seeing these women as their teen ver-
sions offers clues to their struggles and 
tribulations in adulthood.  Misty’s younger 
self (Samantha Hanratty) was always 
weird and showed her cruel tendencies that 
carried over into her nursing home duties as 
an adult.

As for the rest of the teens, Taissa (Jasmin 
Savoy Brown) is a driven competitor; 
sweet-natured Shauna (Sophie Nelisse) may 
be deceptive and cunning; and Natalie’s 
(Sophie Thatcher) stoner image belies her 
soccer talent.     

There’s also a mystery about team captain 

Jackie (Ella Purnell), who is not seen in her 
adult years, at least in the episodes made 
available for review.  But the real mystery 
lies elsewhere.

The featured adults harbor secrets that 
a fake reporter seeks to uncover with ludi-
crous offers of a book deal.  What happened 
to the teens while in the woods is the press-
ing mystery and why are they receiving 
identical postcards suggesting a conspiracy 
of silence?

“Yellowjackets” is smartly written as a 
wickedly fascinating drama that at times 
dwells on the gore and macabre but ulti-
mately relies on character and the tenuous 
bonds of relationships to deliver the goods.

DEAN STOCKWELL TRIBUNE 
ON TCM  

Noted character actor Dean Stockwell, 
who recently passed away at the age of 85, 
started his entertainment career as a child 
actor and continued working in film and 
television for more than seventy years.  

The TCM cable channel celebrates his life 
and career as we approach the Thanksgiving 
holiday with a retrospective of films while 
he was under contract with MGM for most 
of his childhood.

TCM’s on-air tribute to Stockwell 
includes “Anchors Aweigh” (1945), a story 
about a pair of sailors on leave trying to help 
a movie extra become a singing star.

In “The Green Years” (1946), an orphaned 
Irish boy is taken in by his mother’s Scottish 
relations.  “The Mighty McGurk” (146) is 
about a punch-drunk prizefighter living on 
the Bowery who takes in an orphaned boy.

Friends and family try to tame an unruly 
student at the turn of the century in 1950’s 
“The Happy Years.”  In “The Secret 
Garden” (1946), an orphaned girl changes 
the lives of those she encounters at a remote 
estate.

An orphaned boy mystically acquires 
green hair and a mission to end war in 
1948’s “The Boy with Green Hair.”  “Kim” 
(1951) is based on Rudyard Kipling’s 
classic tale of an orphaned boy who helps 
the British Army against Indian rebels.

While the majority of these films being 
aired as a tribute to the late actor are about 
an orphaned child, you might wonder if this 
is a reflection of Stockwell’s own circum-
stances.  The short answer is in the negative.

Born into an entertainment family, 
Stockwell’s father was a stage and film actor 
and his mother had performed in vaudeville.  
The parents split up when he was little, but 
that didn’t make him an orphan.

A film that is not part of the TCM trib-
ute is 1948’s “Deep Waters,” in which 
Stockwell played an orphan runaway long-
ing to go to sea.  With a 70-year career, at 
least he grew out of being cast as a child 
without parents. �  H

“YELLOWJACKETS” SURVIVAL DRAMA; 
STOCKWELL TRIBUTE ON TCM

Friend Want 
to be a Tenant

Dear Dave,

I own a duplex that has 
an opening for a tenant, 
and an old college buddy 
wants to rent the apart-
ment. He has always been a 
good friend, but I’m a little 
worried about the possible 
effects on our friendship if 
business is brought into the 
picture. Do you have any 
advice?

– Justin
Dear Justin,
You can make this work, 

but you’ll both need to be 
careful. It’s going to take a 
lot of honesty and maturity 
from you both.

Doing business with 
friends always comes with 
the risk of running into a 
situation that can damage 
the relationship. Am I say-
ing never do business with 
friends? Of course, not. I 

do a lot of business with 
friends. I just make sure 
all the specific require-
ments and expectations 
of the business relation-
ship are laid out in clear 
detail, in writing, and fully 
understood by both parties 
before a deal is struck.

Sometimes friends have 
unrealistic expectations 
when it comes to doing 
business together. The 
friend who’s renting may 
think the friend who is the 
landlord will give him a 
pass if the rent is late, and 
on a dozen other things. 
The friend who is the land-
lord may think the renter 
will be a perfect tenant, 
because they’re friends, 
and find out the hard way 
his buddy’s a slob who 
doesn’t respect and take 
care of the property. All 
these things should be 
ironed out ahead of time 
and before the agreement is 
signed.

You might want to make 
sure, too, he understands 
the need to come talk to 
you if a situation arises 
where he may be late with 
a payment, or not be able 
to pay the rent one month. 

Most issues like this can be 
worked out, but he needs 
to understand – and it’s 
your job to tell him ahead 
of time, in a kind-but-firm 
manner – you’re not run-
ning a charity.

Just be friendly, straight-
forward and businesslike. 
If you have to enforce the 
rules, do it consistently and 
with fairness. Likewise, if 
a situation pops up where 
a little grace and under-
standing are appropriate, 
provide those as well.

– Dave
Dave Ramsey is  a 

seven-time #1 national 
best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and 
host of The Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 18 mil-
lion listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS 
This Morning, Today 
Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave 
has helped people regain 
control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.� H

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dare to Live Without Limits
by Bryan Golden

Tear off the Rearview Mirror

When driving in your 
car, the rearview mirror 
lets you see what is com-
ing up behind you.  On the 
road, vehicles in back of 
you can follow too closely, 
hit you, or pass you.  But 
if you try driving by look-
ing only in the mirror you 
won’t get very far before 
you crash.

The highway of life is 
different.  On this road, 
the events behind you 
stay behind you and move 
farther away with each 
passing day.  Yet there are 
people who are obsessed 
with looking backward 
rather  than forward.  
Although they would 
never try this stunt while 
driving, they habitually 
refuse to look through the 
front windshield of life. 

There are only 24 hours 
in each day.  Therefore, 
any time spent looking 
behind you, into the past, 
robs you of time to look 
forward into the future.  
The fascination with the 
past stems from the desire 
to change history.  As 
intriguing as this concept 
might be, the chances of 
accomplishing this are 
zero.

Yet, people get caught 
in a quagmire of what 
could have been if only 
they had done this or that.  
Thoughts of could have, 
should have, or would 
have seize hold of the 
mind and clog it with use-
less and pointless activity.

The value of the past is 
that it can teach you what 
to change, refine, and 
improve when moving for-
ward.  But when you dwell 
in the past, forward move-
ment stops.  Although 

most people would make 
at least subtle changes, if 
they could do things over, 
there are no do overs.

As you age, the speed 
at which you move down 
life's highway seems to 
increase yearly.  As this 
perceived velocity grows, 
obsessing with the past 
can be very disconcerting.  
You don't know where the 
time has gone and the real-
ity of mortality becomes 
clearer.

This phenomenon of 
the accelerated passage 
of time is another reason 
why all of your attention, 
energy, and effort should 
be focused forward.  Only 
with this directional orien-
tation can you fully realize 
the potential of each day. 

Imagine how boring life 
would be if each day was 
spent watching a video 
of what you did yester-
day.  You wouldn’t have 
time to do anything new.  
This is exactly how people 
spend their time when they 
get trapped in the past by 
looking only in their rear-
view mirror.

Being consumed with 
what has already trans-
pired causes a great deal 
of stress, anxiety, and even 
depression.  You feel pow-
erless to change what has 
already happened, because 
you are.  The only control 
you have is what direc-
tion to go while moving 
forward.  You can't go 
backward, but you can 
stagnate.

An acceptance of the 
past is the first step to 
being at peace with your-
self.  You may not like 
what has transpired, but 
you can't change it.  Learn 

from the past.  Repeat 
those things that produced 
desirable results and avoid 
behavior that didn’t.

It's easy and tempting 
to second-guess yourself.  
Others will also throw in 
their opinion of what you 
should or shouldn’t have 
done.  This combined with 
your own tendency to ana-
lyze, over assess, and redo 
the past makes it difficult 
to stay focused on moving 
forward.

But move forward you 
must.  For to live in or 
dwell in the past ensures 
that you will squander the 
present and short change 
your future.  Whenever 
you find yourself drawn 
to the past, remind your-
self that you are wasting 
time and immediately try 
to refocus on the present.  
You will realize that more 
time than you had thought 
is spent looking in life's 
rearview mirror.

With consistent prac-
tice you will be able to 
reverse your orientation 
so that a minimum amount 
of time is spent look-
ing backwards.  Tear off 
the rearview mirror and 
devote yourself to look-
ing forward.  The results 
will be a happier and more 
rewarding life.

NOW AVAILABLE: 
“Dare to Live Without 
Limits,” the book. Visit 
www.BryanGolden.com 
or your bookstore. Bryan 
is a management con-
sul tant ,  motivat ional 
speaker,  author,  and 
adjunct professor. E-mail 
Bryan at bryan@colum-
nist.com or write him 
c/o this paper. © 2021 
Bryan Golden �  H
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S. Todd Comm, DDS
Allison N. Craig, DDS

General Dentistry
Monday - Thursday

Evening  Appointments Available

1300 N. Lincoln St. • Ste. A • Dixon
707.678.9296

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

DENTISTRY

MEDICAL SERVICES

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

(530) 662-0295
1122 Pendegast Street • Woodland

culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES PROPANE

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

TO ADVERTISE WITH

THE DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
CALL 916-773-1111

DevonM@alliedprogas.com

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

We live where you live
We understand your propane service needs. 

WE ARE

Advertise your
Garage Sale

in the
Local Classified 

Section
Call

916-773-1111

Sell
Your Vehicle

in the
Local Classifieds

Call

530-743-6643

WEEKLY COMICS
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Be a part of something important
Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 
Previous newspaper delivery 
experience a plus but not required.

We are looking for people who want to deliver 
newspapers in their neighborhoods.
Provide great customer service to our readers every Friday.

Earn money to help pay
those monthly bills.

Call us today at 916-773-1111 

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309

Commentary 
by Bryan Golden

 
Thanksgiving is much more 

than a big meal with family and 
friends.  It’s a time to reflect 
on, and be thankful for, all of 
the good things you have.  It’s 
important to be grateful, not just 
on Thanksgiving, but each and 
every day.  Rather than lament-
ing what you feel is lacking in 
your life, begin each new day by 
developing an attitude of grat-
itude. Take inventory of your 
blessings and you will be sur-
prised at just how much you 
have to be thankful for.

If you have enough to eat, 
a place to live, a way to get 
around, people who care about 
you, or people you care about, 
then you are wealthy.  If you lack 
any of these elements, you must 
still be grateful for what you do 
have, while striving to obtain 
whatever is absent.

Focus on all positive aspects 
of your life.  Take nothing for 
granted.  Every morning, recharge 
your appreciation.  Be happy for 
everything there is, not upset over 
what you feel is missing.

Dreams of the future shouldn’t 
diminish appreciation for the 
present.  If all you do is con-
centrate on what you want, you 
won’t enjoy today.  Don’t be 
jealous of others; what they do 
or have has no bearing on you.

 You can feel bitter or resentful 
for a variety of reasons.  Perhaps 
you feel something is miss-
ing from your life, things aren’t 
going your way, or you have 
been treated unfairly.  You may 
wonder, “why do these things 
always happen to me?”

Life’s problems tend to dom-
inate your thoughts, turning 
your focus to what you feel is 
wrong.  You may start to resent 
those who appear to be better off.  
You’re apt to dwell on things 
you think would make your life 
better if you had them.  If only 
you had more money, more time, 

a bigger house, a different car, 
a different job, a different boss, 
had picked a different career, etc.

Once your attitude becomes 
one of deficiency instead of 
abundance and appreciation, you 
can become overwhelmed by 
feelings of frustration and feel 
like a victim.  As this happens, a 
consuming vicious cycle starts.

Being bitter or resentful blows 
situations out of proportion.  
People who are bitter frequently 
find that their situations dete-
riorate and their mental and 
physical health decays.

It’s difficult, if not impos-
sible, to achieve your goals 
while you are bitter or resentful.  
Regardless of what challenges 
might befall you, bitterness 
makes finding solutions much 
more elusive.

There is no point to feeling 
bitter since it accomplishes noth-
ing, harms you and makes things 
worse.  Filling yourself with 
gratitude on a daily basis makes 
you feel good, while driving out 
negative feelings.

Begin your practice of grat-
itude each morning as soon as 

you wake.  Every day is a great 
day.  If you have any doubts, try 
missing one.  Take inventory of 
everything, no matter how small 
or seemingly insignificant, that is 
good in your life.

If it helps, make a written list 
of all things you are grateful for.  
Read your list every day.  As you 
do this, you will build and rein-
force your attitude of gratitude.  
Don’t waste any time with what 
you feel you don’t have. 

Keep things in perspective.  
Consider all the people who 
have overcome difficulties far 

worse than yours.  Don’t be con-
sumed by your problems, there is 
always a solution.  Maintaining 
an attitude of gratitude allows 
your mind to devise a resolution 
for your circumstances.

Make everyday a day of 
Thanksgiving and you will be 
amazed how much better your 
life will become.

Bryan is the author of 
“Dare to Live Without Limits.”  
Contact Bryan at Bryan@
columnist.com or visit www.
DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com 
Copyright 2021 Bryan Golden.�H

Thanksgiving: Have an Attitude of Gratitude

Thanksgiving is much more than a big meal with family and friends. It's a time to reflect on, and be thankful for, all of the good things you have.  It's 
important to be grateful, not just on Thanksgiving, but each and every day. Photo courtesy Rodnae-Productions from Pexels


