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Leah Marlin and her Dad, Legionnaire of the Year, Jack Brown, stand in the room they are creating as the Veterans Museum
inside the Dixon Memorial Veterans Hall. Photo by Debra Dingman

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - A large four-foot by
four-foot display of a silver-painted
airplane model took Jack Brown
away just for a moment. His chatter
with his daughter quieted as he stud-
ied the craft and then he returned to
point out the details only a military
man might know.

Jack Brown was 22 and just get-
ting out of college studying police
science when he was drafted. Serving
in the Marines for a few years as
a Colonel’s Aid in the Infantry
Division taught him something valu-
able: Quiet dignity and hard work.

“I learned how to take orders,” the
man with a full head of snow, white
hair said with a laugh as he sat com-
fortably in his “second” home; the
Dixon Memorial Veterans Hall at
1305 North First Street where he has
been selected as Legionnaire of the

Year. Continuing to serve with pride,
Brown has dedicated countless hours
to preserving the legacies of those
who served our nation.

“Jack is Leah Marlin’s Daddy, and
they do a lot for the hall,” explained
Post Commander Wayne Holland.
Marlin is the Hall Coordinator and
renting the hall is another income-
generator that enables them to stay
open for their veterans and pro-
vide services. “Jack has been really
exceptional this year. We’ve lost
eight of our active members since
September.”

Holland then listed them: Harold
Benzel, Rocky Cristes, Greg Coppes,
Russ Cayler, Robert Ikelman,
William Smith III, Joseph Klink,
and Mack Robertson. In the last few
years, they also lost heavily involved
members Heber Holbrook, Mike
Hagerman, and Sandy Sanders.

“Most of those were dual

members,” he said, so the mem-
bers that have supported the Dixon
Veterans Hall for decades have left
openings for new men and women to
step up. Brown was one of them.

“He never hesitates to help,” said
Holland. “In the recent windstorm,
the wind broke off a large branch
and I called him. Within two hours,
he was here, cut up the branch, and
cleaned up. He also volunteers at
our dinners.” When Holland and
Norm Shontz talked about creating
a museum inside the Veterans Hall
with all the paraphernalia, Marlin
called her Dad and the two got to
work on it.

Marlin knew the hall would rent
out easier if some of the pictures,
flags, and awards were not in the
grand area, so the museum idea gave
them a “win-win” situation. The
father-daughter team spent all last

Continued on page 2

Scholarships:

The Giving Goes Both Ways

By Debra Dingman
DIXON, CA (MPG) - Forty-
one different clubs,

organizations, businesses,
and individuals came
together to award thou-
sands and thousands of
dollars to college-bound
graduates this past week.
The Dixon High School
Community Scholarships
Ceremony was emceed
by Principal Stephanie
Marquez to a large crowd
of supportive families out-
side in the campus quad.
But, students were
not the only ones being
rewarded. Parents of stu-
dents who passed albeit in

Thirty Dixon High School students were awarded scholarships from the Jacob Cole Schnerder
Family Foundation at last week’s DHS Scholarship Ceremony. Several scholarships were given
out this year in memory of a lost loved one. Photo by Debra Dingman

Genealogical
Society Speaker
Celebrates
Women's
Suffrage Warriors

Solano County
Genealogical Society

VACAVILLE, CA (MPG) - 2020
marked 100 years since the
Susan B. Anthony (nine-
teenth) amendment joined
the U.S. Constitution.
With this amendment,
26,000,000 women were
added to the rolls of eli-
gible voters which was
a significant achieve-
ment in American history.
After the women’s rights
movement began with a
convention in Seneca Falls,
New York in 1848, it took
nearly 75 years for suf-
fragists to win the vote for
women.

Beverly Lane will
present a virtual pro-
gram, “Women’s Suffrage
Warriors - Women Win the
Vote in 1920”. This vir-
tual presentation begins
at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
June 5th at the next meet-
ing of the Solano County
Genealogical Society.

Beverly Lane is a lec-
turer, historian and author
and serves on the Museum
of the San Ramon Valley
and the Contra Costa
County Historical Society
boards. She is curator for
the Museum. Her presen-
tation will include efforts
to win civil rights for
women, stories of the lead-
ers, the 1911 California
woman suffrage success,
and a focus on the decade
before the Nineteenth
Amendments’ passage in
1920.

Guests are welcome to
attend this free event. If
interested, send an email
to the society at scgs@
scgsca.org no later than 4
p.m., June 4th, and request
an invitation. More infor-
mation on the event can be
found on the society’s web-
page at www.scgsca.org *

tragic accidents or illness,
as well as family members
of deceased teachers or
deceased members of the
community were there to
memorialize their beloved
ones through this act of
benevolence.

James Franceschi, hus-
band of Dixon Montessori
School teacher Jacy
Franceschi, sought to
memorialize his wife by

handing out scholarships
to outstanding students in
the areas close to Jacy’s
heart. The woman died a
couple of years ago after a
long and agonizing battle
with cancer. Her “army” of
family and friends, many
who grew close through
the frequent social media
postings of the struggles
fighting the disease, put
together three scholarships

of $500 each; one each
in education, health, and

agriculture.
Colleen and Jim
Schneider, who lost

their 17-year-old son,
Jacob, in a tragic acci-
dent two years ago, set
up their scholarship pro-
gram to memorialize their
son’s love of the out-
doors. In 2020, the Jacob
Cole Schneider Family

Foundation gave out 63
scholarships. This year at
the ceremony, they handed
out 30 more. That set a
record for the DHS schol-
arship program and several
more organizations fol-
lowed suit.

Most of the scholar-
ship providers gave out
more than one award: A
Heart Enriched by Service;

Continued on page 6
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Dixon 1s Being Re-Discovered

By Debra Dingman

It might be because
of the Homestead
Development which is get-
ting wide-range exposure
for home sales. This is the
first major development
that includes a senior hous-
ing element and perhaps
because of the proximity to
Interstate 80, put us back
on the map. But, it could
also be that we were one
of the first cities along the
[-80 corridor to approve
the cannabis companies
after pot was legalized.

We do not know for
sure, but we do know there
are new developments
popping up all over town
and each gives us more
attention. This means a lot
of money to the city cof-
fers, too, so that’s a good
thing and may actually cre-
ate enough in the budget
to mow down those ugly
dried, yellow weeds along
our streets and trim trees
and bushes on all the medi-
ums throughout Dixon
without increasing taxes.

First, I noticed a social
media post by Jesse
Rosales, 35, a casting
director out of New York
where he’s been living
since he graduated from
Dixon High School after
growing up here. He was
looking for people who
might be interested in a
reality show on “co-dwell-
ing” — people who would
be willing to go into pur-
chasing a home with

another person/couple/
family where they would
reside together.

People with $500,000
approval would not be
able to buy anything
decent in San Francisco,
he explained, but if they
pooled their buying power
with another couple, for
example, look what a mil-
lion dollars could buy in
Dixon. He talked about
the house on A Street that
is a spacious 3-story and
has a price of just over one
million. I was surprised
he even knew about that
house, but he said he still
had family in Dixon and
has relatives who live next
door.

He had done some
research about the last time
Dixon was discovered by
the movie studio "inves-
tor". I told him that was
not our proudest moment.
I'm looking forward to
an interview with him so
more about Jesse in the
future. ..

We also had a bit of
limelight when Dixonite
Jeff Mitchum starred in a
Jeopardy! and did some
winning on America’s
favorite quiz show. Jeff
and his wife are both high
school teachers--he in
Vacaville and she at Dixon
High. I’'m sure there were
a whole bunch of people
rooting for him and some
even called to make sure I
knew.

Next up was the
Texaco commercial shot

at Frosty’s last Thursday
evening. I called Frosty’s
owner Matt Andrews and
learned the company dis-
covered the hometown
look of Dixon. I think
that’s pretty cool and I
can't help but think when
we get done with the near
$3-million Pardi park,
we’re going to have the
best looking downtown
ever.
Side Hustle Op

This is the last week
for an opportunity to get
trained by one of the best
newspaper carriers this
side of the Rockies. Okay,
I’m being extreme, but
since I went on a ride-
along to see how one
of our newspaper carri-
ers gets his job done, I’ve
been impressed. Precision
throwing.

He spends a few hours
one afternoon a week
folding newspapers and
another couple hours
throwing them. He calls it
his side hustle and brings
in “chump change” as he
works full time elsewhere.
But, college night classes
will make his extra gig end
so we’re looking for some-
one new.

His route included 1,000
newspaper deliveries. The
carriers do not bill or do
any paperwork other than
a weekly invoice to the
Publisher and you have
to be at least 18 (with
an economical car.) Call
Messenger Publishing
Group *
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Worship Services at 10:30 am Sundays
Our sermon topic for this week is

Transformation

“Transforming the Way | Think About Money”

Romans 12:2

Small Groups meet throughout the week.
Tuesday Children’s Adventure Bay - 6:30 pm

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Sheila Dybdahl - Children’s Minister
185 W. Cherry St. » Dixon ¢ 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com
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Dixon News Briefs

MPG Staff

City Council

This coming Tuesday, June 1, at 7 pm
is the next City Council Meeting run by
Mayor Steve Bird. It will be held via Zoom.

The meeting is not in person but all mem-
bers of the public may participate in the
meeting via video conferencing by going to
the city website and clicking on the zoom
link and "raising your hand" for questions
or comments. Or, by calling (669) 900-
9128, meeting ID: 988 621 1137, passcode
604754 and you will be given the opportu-
nity to provide public comment.

When participating via teleconference,
press *9 or you can email questions and
comments to publiccomment@cityofdixon.
us. Good luck.

Soccer Season

The next Dixon Soccer Club registration
events will be Saturday, June 5, 2021 from
9am-1lam and Wednesday, June 9, 2021
from 5:30pm-7:30pm at the John Knight
Middle School parking lot. Registration
will take place from each vehicle for safety
purposes. Parents need to bring a copy of
the player's birth certificate, as well as the
registration fee of $140 per player (cash/
check.)

The player must be present at registration
for a photo to be taken, or the parent must
provide a closeup wallet sized photo of the
player with no hat, or glasses, with the reg-
istration materials. More information on
future registration dates and online registra-
tion links will be available soon. For more
info, call (707) 678-8799.

Swim Lessons
The City Recreation Department is
offering swim lessons for children begin-
ning June 14 at the Pat Granucci Aquatic

Center in Hall Park. A variety of classes
will be Monday through Thursday and will
be conducted in 2-week increments. All
Beginner and Intermediate swim lessons
will be taught Parent & Child Style where
an adult is required to be in the water with
each participant throughout the duration of
the swim lesson.

Online registration will incur an Active
Network processing feel. Call (707) 678-
7441 or email ageorge@cityofdixon.us.

Free Ride

If you are needing a ride to go to a
COVID vaccination clinic, the in partner-
ship with Solano Public Health & Uber
Health, you can arrange a free ride by call-
ing the Vaccine Line at this number: (707)
784-8655. There will be help on the other
line to get you scheduled at the right loca-
tion and get you there.

Golf Fundraiser

Dixon teams are invited to participate
in the Soroptimist International of Greater
Davis annual golf tournament on Saturday,
July 17, at the Davis Municipal Golf
Course. Proceeds from the tournament will
benefit Yolo County’s Multi-Disciplinary
Interview Center (MDIC), which benefits
victims of child abuse and their families;
the Davis Youth Softball Association, and
Soroptimist Live Your Dream Programs.

Golfers will tee off beginning at 7:30
a.m. The cost is $100 player and includes
lunch. Winning golfers will receive great
prizes and can participate in the two-per-
son scramble, shots closest to the pin and
the most accurate drive.

Local golfers are encouraged to bring
their friends and to sign up for this fun
and relaxing tournament. Interested golfers
should contact Grace Starkovich at 530/756-
6673 or Wanda at 530/756-9222. *

Jack Brown is Legionnaire Extraordinaire

Continued from page 1

month including every weekend cleaning out
the back rooms that were formerly used by
church or other groups but aren’t any lon-
ger. They made the one meeting room look
more professional and ready for veteran
groups and in the hall, they stripped, sanded,
removed wall hangings, patched walls, and
spent days painting.

“We just do what needs to be done,” said
Marlin. “My Dad worked 12 years at Ace
Hardware in Winters after retiring from a career
in the grocery business. He goes to all the chil-
dren’s sporting events and takes care of FFA
animals. We keep him busy.” He also worked
several years at a Berryessa grocery store that
allowed him to keep a boat at the dock.

“Those were fun years,” he said smiling in
his crisp, white-collared shirt sporting a gold-
threaded Legion logo. “I taught my grandson
how to drive and I have three great grand-
kids. I don’t need a wife; I have a daughter,”
Brown said with a wry smile. “She tells me
what to do.”

There is obvious pride in the museum tour
he supplies where everything appears neat
and orderly, a part of his character according

MPG
Advertise your

| Garage Sale

in the

Section

to his two grown children, both living in
Dixon and Vacaville with their families.

“I want one whole wall dedicated to
women who served,” Brown said, adding
that the man who made the large silver plane
model must have spent hours on it. It was
donated and included a tiny plastic woman
pilot.

“He wanted people to know women
were the workers and the welders,” Brown
explained. They have found “priceless mem-
oirs” at garage sales like a 60-year-old ALP
208 cap. In addition, Marlin holds a black
and white framed picture of long-time legion
member Kitty Lockwood being sworn into
the service by her father. The one-room
museum also holds several glass cases of
military ships donated by life-long veteran
Holbrook before he passed.

The look and feel of the American military
has changed, but legionnaire extraordinaire
Jack Brown is committed to preserving the
honor of those who served.

For more information on

joining the American Legion Post or volun-
teering at the Veterans Hall, call Holland at
(707) 301-0941. *
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He Might Know a Thing or Two:
Dixonite Wins on Jeopardy!

$31.200. Picture courtesy of Sony Television, with graphic
by Solano News Net

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - There were plenty of
local folks cheering for Jeff Mitchum,
35, a contestant on the popular Jeopardy!
show May 11 whether it was because
they knew him from teaching at Vacaville
High School, living in Dixon, or growing
up in Rancho Cordova. There might have
even been some Dixon students watching
on their phones or tablets as Jeff is mar-
ried to Dixon High English teacher Emily
Mitchum and they have two children.

“I never cheered so much for some-
one I don’t know,” laughed Rita Orr from
Vacaville whose niece was a Principal
at Vaca High for several years where
Mitchum is now in his sixth year as an
English teacher. Orr also has several friends
who live in Dixon. “There are so many
connections, it makes you root for them. I
was so excited,” she added.

The TV show attracts millions of week-
night viewers and has been on the air since
1964 but in a couple different formats. The

daily syndicated version featured Alex
Trebek as host from 1984 until he died last
year of pancreatic cancer at age 80. It was
the middle of the 37th season so Mitchum
got to meet temporary host Bill Whitaker.

Everybody knows Jeopardy is that show
that gives the answer and expects the con-
testant to ask the question. It isn't a game of
chance. On the contrary, you have to know
things. Mitchum, who earned a master’s
degree in education from the University
of California, Davis did know a few things
and won.

“You know, being a teacher, being a good
teacher, definitely requires a little bit of
thinking on your feet,” Jeff said. “And, I
definitely had to do a lot of that while I was
playing for sure.” Jeff described the whole
experience as “‘exciting and nerve-wracking
all at once.” Jeff said it was fast-paced and
before he knew it, he finished five rounds.

In one of the final rounds, the statement
was: “Its chapter includes wisdom from
King Lemuel, taught to him by his mother,
as well as the famous virtuous woman pas-
sage.” Jeff correctly answered Proverbs 31
as did another contestant but the other con-
testant did not beat his bet and the other
contestant who would have beat his bet,
had the incorrect answer. This was an easy
one for him as Jeff grew up in Cordova
Neighborhood Church in Rancho Cordova
where his father was a senior pastor, then
a Business Manager in the Central Pacific
District until he retired last year.

For his efforts, Jeff won more than
$30,000. Dixonite Marianne MacDonald
who watched the entire match was thrilled.

“I’ve watched the show for years and I'm
a big Jeopardy fan,” she said. *

Hierhas y Flores to Host Annual Lavender
U-Pick Festival May 29 - June 13

By Lisa Murray,
Sky Girl Productions

VACAVILLE, CA (MPG)
- Hierbas y Flores is host-
ing a Lavender U-Pick
Festival from May 29 to
June 13 in the lavender
field at Soul Food Farm
(6146 Pleasants Valley
Road.)

Hierbas y Flores is a
partnership / farm ven-
ture between Soul Food
Farm and Morningsun
Herb Farm to plant beau-
tiful fields of lavender in
the countryside of Solano
County. During the month
of June, the many vari-
eties come into bloom,

The public is invited to come out to
flowering season to harvest their own bundles of lavender.
Photo courtesy Lisa Murray
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the fields during the

filling the field with
lavender in shades of pur-
ples, blues, lavenders and
whites.

The public is invited
to come out to the fields
during the flowering
season to harvest their
own bundles of laven-
der. There is plenty of
space for social distanc-
ing. Pre-registration is
required and 40 visitors
are allowed into the field
at a time so that partici-
pants can enjoy a quiet,
relaxing experience. Pre-
registration is available
from the hierbasyflores.

com website or by scan-
ning the QR code. There
will be products avail-
able for sale made locally
from Hierbas y Flores’
own essential oil and
flower water, as well as
the amazing olive oil
produced by Soul Food
Farm.

There is no cost to regis-
ter and to come out to the
fields. Bundles of lavender
are $6 each. Ties, buckets,
and sanitized clippers will
be available but visitors
are encouraged to bring
their own buckets & clip-
pers if possible.

During the two-week
festival, two workshops
will be offered: Fresh
Lavender Wreath-Making
($70) and Lavender
Wand-Making ($20). The
Lavender U-Pick Festival
day is June 12th. There
will be vendors, lavender
lemonade and lavender
chocolate chip cookies
available for sale.

To pre-register, view
and download the festival
schedule and map, visit
http://hierbasyflores.com
or scan the QR code to be
taken to the registration
page. *

CENTRAL AUTO PARTS

Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

707-678-2309

1205 N. First Street, Dixon

Scouts Showing Memorial Day
Patriotism; Elmira Cemetery Plans

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - American
flags have begun to
sprout all over town as
Dixonites join the mil-
lions of Americans across
our country in recogni-
tion of Memorial Day, a
federal holiday marked to
remember those who died
in military service to the
United States of America.

Some of those flags were
placed throughout the busi-
ness section of downtown
in a collaborative effort of
the American Legion Post
208 and Dixon’s Scout
Troop 152.

Scoutmaster Leonard
Oram along with his Eagle
Scout son, Corey, and some
of the other 14 boys in the
troop set them out and will
pick them up as part of
their service to community
and showing of patriotism.

Cub Scouts from Troop
253, also a part of the
Golden Empire Council
in Sacramento, along with
their families and with
the guidance of Assistant
Scoutmaster John Decker,
will also be helping to
memorialize our military
heroes at the Silveyville
Cemetery, 800 South First
Street, across from the
Dixon May Fair.

There are 750 veterans
including 16 at Tremont
and maybe some out at
Binghampton Cemetery,
according to Silveyville
staff. They also have
one gravesite headstone
marked “Tomb of the
Unknown,” dedicated
to deceased U.S. service
members whose remains
have not been identified.

e # ¥ by

i Lk nl r
Scouts from Dixon’s Pack #253 and Troop #152 shown in 2019
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after completing the task of putting American flags on 750
veteran’s tombstones in Silveyville Cemetery, Tremont, and
Binghampton Cemeteries for Memorial Day. Photo provided by Pack 253

Flags will be placed at all
of them.

“Some of the things
we do to teach patrio-
tism start with the Pledge
of Allegiance, which we
say before every meet-
ing,” said Oram. “We also
work on multiple commu-
nity service projects during
the year, including placing
flags not only on Memorial
Day but also on Veteran’s
Day.” The scouts do a food
drive every March with
the food staying in Dixon
assistance pantries, put
out the trash and recycle
containers along the street
the morning of the Dixon
May Fair Parade and pick
up trash at the parks in the
community.

The Scouts work
on Merit Badges that
teach Citizenship in the
Community, Nation, and
World with each one earn-
ing them a different Merit
Badge.

“Within each rank that
they earn are some differ-
ent lessons on citizenship,”
Oram explained. “These
are just a few ways that
the Scouts are exposed
to patriotism without it

seeming like a homework
assignment from school.”

While there are no
Memorial Day ser-
vices planned for Dixon
due to lingering COVID
restrictions, the Vacaville
Veterans are holding a
Memorial Day Ceremony
at the Vacaville Elmira
Cemetery on Monday, May
31, at 11 am.

With the theme of
Duty, Honor, Country
Remembered, the tribute
will consist of numerous
speakers and presentations
by Gold Star Mothers and
Families; Tina Benedict;
Vacaville Firefighters;
Sacramento Valley
National Cemetery Honor
Guard; Boy Scouts; and
the US Air Force Sergeants
Association.

Taking Covid-19 pre-
cautions, you are asked to
bring your own chairs.

The Sacramento Valley
National Cemetery, 5810
Midway Road, reports
viewing is open from sun-
rise to sunset, 365 days
a year and volunteers are
placing flags as well but
there is no official service
planned at that location. %

Fhecesrzk. A Veteran Today
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Bar & Grill

DAW SON'S

Memorial Day: Honoring Those
who Made the Greatest Sacrifice
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Professional

Affordable Repairs
FAST SERVICE!

Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM ¢ Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

539 N. Adams St., Dixon « 707.678.4330

fiskscyclery.com
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ALL WEATHER HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING, INC

Memorial Day « We Remember!

707-447-9855 ¢ Vacaville
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e Visit Our Showroom
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Proud To Honor
All Who Served!

707-446-4080
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4 Vacaville
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AVIATION SPECIALTIES
Proud To Honor Those Who Fought For Freedom!

707-451-2860
300 County Airport Rd Ste A
Vacaville

EL RANCHO NURSERY

Large Assortment of Shade Trees
“You Buy Them, We Flant Them”
707-447-3388
5098 Ellsworth Rd ¢ Vacaville

GINC

LIVE WELL
707-451-8660
140 Nut Tree Parkway Suite 100 A « Vacaville

We Hnnor.

_ We Celebrat.ef

Memoﬂal Da)ﬁ' 2021
Monda}r . May *31
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Honoring Those Who Sacrificed!

707-676-5019
2500 W. A St ¢ Dixon
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BARBER JOE’S
Honoring All Who Served!
707-448-6708
444 Main St « Vacaville
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Proud To HonorAll Who Served!

GalleryOffireplaces.com 707-445-5008
WO{ P 385 Merchant St

Facebook.com/GOFireplaces \icayille, cA 95688

EMIL'S FAMILY
SHOE STORE

530-662-3827
508 Main St « Woodland

VACAVILLE

AUTO BODY CENTER

707-449-4200
938 E Monte Vista Ave ¢ Vacaville

VALLEY HYDRAULICS

& MACHINE
Remembering Those Who Have Served Our Nation!

530-666-3646
1249 E Kentucky Ave « Woodland

GEORGPE’S FEED

& PET SuprpPLYy |
$10.00 Off Purchase Over $50.00

707-425-9642
1530 Humphrey Dr * Suisun City

LARMTECH

SECURITY SYSTEMS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SERVICE & SACRIFICE
707-448-0403

20 Commerce Place Ste A, Vacaville

JoHN & ERIN HASBROOK

We're Proud To Honor And
Salute Our Service Men & Women!

SToNE'S CounTRy TIRE & AuTo

www.stonescountryauto.com

707-447-4312
CENTER

(707) &74=

Residential &
Commercial

gacyelectricalservice.com

We're Proud To Honor The Many Brave
Americans Who Fought For Our Freedom!
Specializing in
Generators & Solar

26 Commerce Place
DEPENDABLE

Vacaville
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Saluting All Who Served QOur Nation!

707-257-2127

Superior Farms

AMERICAM LAMA

www.super iorfarms.com

HENNER TANK LINES

Proud To Honor Our Heroes!

707-450-0129
2201 E Monte Vista ¢ Vacaville

www.aaronsautovacaville.com
707 -469-0708
107 Peabody Road « Vacaville

RV
e SCREEN

WINTERS., CA
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Inflated Job Numbers Prop Up Bullet Train

By Dan Walters
CALMatters

Whenever politicians
spend large sums of tax-
payer money on pet
projects, they invariably
overstate their supposed
economic benefits, par-
ticularly creating oodles
of “good-paying jobs.”

They all do it, using
a deceptive assumption
that if one worker works
one day on the project,
it’s counted as a “job.”

Ralph Vartabedian,
a reporter for the Los
Angeles Times who
— thank goodness —spe-
cializes in telling us
what’s really happening,
or not, in the state’s woe-
begone high-speed rail
project, punctures its job
creation myth in a recent
article.

Vartabedian cites a
banner on a bullet train
viaduct in Fresno claim-
ing “5,000 jobs and
counting” but reveals
that while consuming
many billions of dollars,
the project has employed
only about 1,000 con-
struction workers at any
one time.

“The boast of 5,000
jobs refers to the number
of workers dispatched
from union halls,” he
wrote. “Each time a
worker is sent to a job
site, whether for one day
or hundreds of days, it
counts as a job for the
purpose of the banners.

“Rail authority Chief
Executive Brian Kelly

defended the worker
count as a valid measure
of progress, saying the
authority has been doing
it for years.”

In other words, since
inflated job numbers
have been used for
years, Kelly would have
us believe it’s a valid
practice.

In fact as Vartabedian
discovered from ana-
lyzing bullet train data,
“hourly workers have
received about $265 mil-
lion of the $6.1 billion
that has been spent on
construction, represent-
ing just 4%. Of the total
$8.1 billion spent on the
project, the labor por-
tion is even smaller, 3%.
The $265 million is less
than what the rail author-
ity spends every three
months.”

The much-inflated
job creation claims are
important because con-
struction union support
has been one of the most
important factors in
keeping the project alive
despite lacking a rational
justification.

The original vision,
backed by voters, was for
a statewide north-south
system of high-speed
travel, but no one ever
came up with a plan for
financing such a sys-
tem, which would cost
upwards of $100 billion.

The Fresno structures,
dubbed “Stonechenge” by
local critics, are part of
a very limited stretch in
the San Joaquin Valley,
financed by some state
bonds, a federal grant and
a share of proceeds from
the state’s auctions of
greenhouse gas emission
permits. At the moment,
it would run from a few
miles north of Fresno
to a few miles north of
Bakersfield.

Gov. Gavin Newsom
came close to killing the
project after taking office
in 2019, only to back-
track under pressure from
construction unions.

Newsom then declared
that he wants to expand
the current project north-
ward a few miles to
Merced and southward a
few miles to Bakersfield,
assuming that someday
it could be connected to
the Bay Area and Los
Angeles. But that also
added billions of dollars
to the projected costs.

Newsom’s latest bud-
get proposal would
appropriate $4.2 bil-
lion from remaining
voter-approved bonds
to advance his version
of the project and men-
tions “potential federal
funds” to fill the remain-
ing financial hole — a
reference to President Joe
Biden’s ambitious infra-
structure program.

However, Newsom’s
plan doesn’t sit well
with some legislative
leaders who would pre-
fer improving commuter
transit. Some bullet train
money has already been
shifted to electrifying the
Caltrain commuter ser-
vice on the San Francisco
peninsula, and Southern
California lawmakers,
led by Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon, want
similar diversions for
their region.

The commuter proj-
ects would probably
use inflated job creation
claims as well, but at
least they would be serv-
ing real needs, rather than
a unrealistic pipedream.

Dan Walters has been
a journalist for nearly
60 years, spending all
but a few of those years
working for California
newspapers. *

The Dixon Historical Society is researching
ALL existing Dixon Tribunes from the very firstin
1874, and extracting interesting articles illustrating
the history of Dixon and its citizens.

As these extractions are issued, the Society
will make them FREELY available to the Dixon
Historical Community via a private subscription list.

If you, or anyone you might know, might like to
receive these FREE extracted Tribune issues as they
are produced, please send your e-mail address to:
Hayward S. Melville at hagavard@gmail.com and you
will be placed on our electronic mailing list.

This is a STRICTLY A PRIVATE (no sharing of
names), MAILING LIST with NO CHARGE, NO
ADVERTISEMENTS; NO SOLICITATIONS; only history!

If the subscribers have any questions on
extracted historical articles, or Dixon history in
general, these questions will be answered as research

time permits." hagavard@gmail.com.
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Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

By Shirley Humphrey

City Holds Three Meetings in Five Days

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The city held a goal set-
ting meeting to identify the council’s goals
for the next 12 months on Saturday, May
15; the following Tuesday, May 18, the
council held a meeting to approve the
2020-2040 Dixon General Plan; and the
next day, May 19, they met to approve
next year’s budget.

A neighborhood group, active for years
in the older residential neighborhood of
downtown, submitted a letter in opposi-
tion to the adoption of the 20-year General
Plan. The group pointed out the need for
a fire station on both sides of the rail-
road tracks by identifying a recent train
derailment that caused the evacuation of
a five-mile radius around the community
of Sibley, Ohio on May 17. The train was
carrying explosive fertilizer.

As the neighborhood group pointed out,
“If that type of disaster befell Dixon, our
at-grade RR crossings at First Street and A
Street, as well as the eventual above-grade
crossing at Parkway, could all be impacted.
Emergency responders would have to rely
on more distant access to the old and new
neighborhoods east and southeast of the
RR tracks. Both the John Knight Middle
School and Dixon High School are located
on the same side of town, the side of town
where there is no fire station, nor is a fire
station proposed for that side of town in
the 20-year General Plan.

The neighborhood groups brought up a
number of other issues pointing out how
the General Plan Update would impact
our older areas of town. For example,
the group is concerned about some of
the uses proposed for downtown Dixon.
They wrote: “Economic development
of the downtown area should consider
the close proximity of residential uses.
Increased traffic, overflow parking into
neighborhoods, frequent large events,
live entertainment, etc. all contribute to
increased noise for residents in the vicin-
ity. The quality of life of those residents
shouldn’t be sacrificed for the sake of eco-
nomic interests. Many residents of the area
do not have the economic means to escape
new sources of noise in the downtown area
by moving to more privileged neighbor-
hoods such as the Southwest Development
area. Make no mistake, we would like to
see downtown thrive. We only ask for con-
sideration of those who live nearby.”

Ginger Emerson, General Plan

Committee member, addressed the Level
of Service: “Not long ago, the City reduced
the Level of Service (LOS) in order to
avoid widening of streets. The reality for
our older neighborhoods meant accepting
a further decline in our quality of life and
public safety associated with ever increas-
ing traffic (LOS issues) OR sacrificing the
historic character of our neighborhoods
and losing much needed on-street park-
ing by widening streets to accommodate
more traffic. The idea that the opening of
the Parkway Boulevard overcrossing will
alleviate the traffic issues is nothing more
than a pipe dream. It won’t address traf-
fic created by more and more families
throughout town needing to access the
junior high school.”

I (Shirley) am a General Plan mem-
ber and wrote that a former fire chief
said that a fire score is a rating that deter-
mines how well our local fire department
can protect your community and home.
Insurance companies use the score to help
set home insurance rates, such as a home
that is less likely to be severely damaged
or destroyed by fire is less expensive to
insure. However, the impact of your area’s
ISO score on your homeowner’s insurance
policy varies by insurer.

If both fire stations are on one side of
town, how much is the city willing to sub-
sidize fire insurance rates for affected
residents if homeowners insurance premi-
ums are increased due to a negative ISO
fire rating. If your area has a poor fire
score, it’s a good idea to take extra steps
to fireproof your home, like installing a
sprinkler system or smart smoke alarms.
How much is the city council willing to
subsidize homeowners for this type of
expenses?

The outcomes from the meetings
included: The city council setting goals
for the next 12 months. (Residents should
request to see a copy of the goals that
were established so they can follow the
City’s progress on the goals over the next
year.) The 2020-2040 General Plan was
approved as submitted by the council
members, regardless of citizens’ concerns
regarding lack of a fire station on one side
of the railroad tracks resulting in slower
emergency response times. And, the city
council approved the next year’s budget.
It was a very, busy week for the staff and
council of the City of Dixon. *

TO ADVERTISE WITH

THE DIXON
INDEPENDENT

VOICE

CALL 707-678-8917
OR 916-773-1111

& Indepéndent Voice

SALE LOCATIONS
Get Your Copy Weekly At:

DIXON LIQUOR & GAS—483 North Adams
DIXON FOOD & LIQUOR-109 North Adams
7-ELEVEN, SOUTHLAND-1075 North First

CHEVRON-1300 Stratford Avenue




6 - MAY 28, 2021

Dixon Independent Voice

Newsom Transforms Taxpayer

B

Ted Gaines

By Betsey Hodges,
Office of Senator
Ted Gaines

California actually has
a government spending
limit, hard as that may be to
believe, and Gavin Newsom
is making a mockery of it,
just as his predecessor did.

In 1979, a year after sign-
ing off on the revolutionary
Proposition 13, voters passed
Proposition 4, implement-
ing the “Gann Limit,” which
would peg California’s state
spending to the 1978-79
level and only let it grow
adjusted for inflation and
population. State revenues
above the voter-approved
limit can be reckoned with
several different ways,
including refunding half of
the excess revenues to tax-
payers, with the other half
going to schools.

Newsom is choosing the
refund path for this year’s
massive Gann Limit excess,
which is currently esti-
mated at $16 billion dollars.
But instead of sending their
money back to the taxpayers
in relation to how much they
paid, giving everyone a slice
of the rebate in proportion
to their tax contributions,
Newsom is turning the pro-
gram into a giant transfer
payment scheme.

Paul Gann, the father of
Prop. 13 and the namesake
of this taxpayer protection
plan, would be dumbfounded
by Newsom’s willful misun-
derstanding and shameless
appropriation of his tax-
payer-protection initiative.

The wealthiest taxpayers
in this state, the top five per-
cent, paid nearly 70-percent
of California income taxes
last year. Those citizens
were also supposed to get
relief from the Gann Limit.
Instead, they get nothing.

Newsom is sending rebates
to the bottom two-thirds of
tax filers only. What about
the top-third, who paid a
whopping 97-percent of the
total income taxes in 2018,
for example? In Newsom’s
redistribution plan these top
payers are simply out of luck,
even though it’s their pay-
ments providing the bulk of
the excess. And before you
shout, “tax the rich!” under-
stand that in that same tax
year, we are talking about
people making $60,000 a
year.

It’s great that the Governor
wants to help taxpayers dur-
ing the pandemic, even
though it was state policy that
caused so much of the dam-
age to small businesses and
killed so many jobs. If the
governor and legislature want
to make more direct payments
to citizens out of the gen-
eral fund, after Gann Limit
refunds have been fairly dis-
tributed, be my guest.

In fact, 1 challenge
Governor Newsom and the
legislature to find ways to
make the state more afford-
able and livable for all
citizens, starting with lower
taxes on personal income,
on business income, on gas-
oline, and by eliminating
green energy mandates that

mtectiun into Welfare

have forced our electricity
prices up 9-times faster than
the national average over
the past decade. These steps
would help every day of the
year, not just on the day he
announces his budget.

Getting money back
into the hands of job-cre-
ators — by lowering costs
and equitably rebating the
Gann Limit dollars — would
actually fuel a California
rebound.

But to repurpose a tax-
payer protection act,
approved by voters, into a
new tax and welfare plan, is
bad-faith politics and speaks
to why Newsom is facing a
recall.

Governor Brown’s 2017
budget dodged the Gann
Limit by magically reclassi-
fying $22 billion in spending
as neither state nor local,
as required by the original
Proposition, making it disap-
pear, along with the hopes of
fiscal conservatives.

Brown would not adhere
to the mandates of the
1979 Gann Limit reform;
he tricked his way past the
law and shafted taxpayers
along the way. Apparently,
Governor Newsom was
watching and learning,
waiting for his own oppor-
tunity to betray the intent of
California’s voters.

Mission accomplished.
Newsom’s plan is ugly
political alchemy, where
he mutates a rebate pro-
gram into a new tax on the
homeowners, small business
owners, teachers, police and
other middle-class people
who will be paying the taxes
they will never get back. He
should refund ALL taxpayers
according to their tax pay-
ments and quit manipulating
the Gann Limit for his politi-
cal needs. *

CLG NEWS UPDATES

Provided hy Citizens for Legitimate Government (CLG) See legitgov.org

Merriam-Webster Alters Definition of ‘Anti-Vaxxer’ to Include Opponents of

Mandatory Vaccination | 15 May 2021 | Recently, the Merriam-Webster dictionary (also
called “The Ministry of Truth” in some circles) decided to broaden the scope of how to
define the word “anti-vaxxer.” Merriam-Webster’s website now defines “anti-vaxxer” as “a
person who opposes vaccination or laws that mandate vaccination.” In other words, any
person who does not believe in forcing a needle in the arms of others now falls under
this term, regardless of their personal views on vaccines. “Welcome to ‘1984. This is the
Ministry of Truth,” rapper and podcaster Zuby said on Twitter, in reference to George
Orwell’s dystopian novel.

Knock, knock. Have you had your vaccine yet? California sends out thousands to
check | 19 May 2021 | Right now, thousands of people are out knocking on doors in order
to get as many Californians vaccinated as possible. The state of California has kicked in
10 million to fund the effort, which is being led by Healthy Future California and UCLA,
in partnership with 70 community-based organizations. There are an estimated 2,000
people who are employed “to make peer-to-peer appeals and provide support to help
overcome barriers to vaccinations,” according to Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office... According
to an April Public Policy Institute of California poll, nearly one in five Californians said
they would either wait a year to get the vaccine or wouldn’t ever get vaccinated.

OSHA Imposes New Guidance for Employer-Required COVID-19 Vaccines -
Contractors criticize mandate to classify adverse reactions as recordable safety
incidents | 3 May 2021 | New guidance from the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health
Administration is causing contractors to change their COVID-19 vaccine requirements,
and many of them criticize the guidance as diametrically opposed to the Biden admin-
istration’s stated desire to increase vaccinations. On April 20, OSHA released the new
guidance in the frequently asked questions section of its website for COVID-19 safety
compliance. The question asks whether an employer should record adverse reactions to
COVID-19 vaccination if the employer requires the vaccine. OSHA states that if a vac-
cine is required, then any adverse reaction is considered work-related and therefore it
must be recorded.

Starbucks, Walmart, Costco, Trader Joe’s, Publix no longer require masks for vac-
cinated customers. | 15 May 2021 | A day after the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention issued new masking guidelines, retailers started announcing changes to mask
policies for fully vaccinated customers. Trader Joe’s, Walmart, Sam’s Club, Costco, and
Publix were the first to confirm updates to mask requirements, leading the way for mask-
free shopping except where required by state or local mandate. In some cases, vaccinated
store employees can also go to work without a mask... Starbucks updates its policy start-
ing Monday and makes masks “optional for vaccinated customers beginning Monday,
May 17, unless local regulations require them by law”

Biden admin diverts $2B from COVID, health spending to care for migrant kids
- Secretary Xavier Becerra pulled 850 million more out of a fund meant to replen-
ish the Strategic National Stockpile | 18 May 2021 | The Biden administration has
pulled more than 2 billion out of programs authorized by Congress for COVID-19 test-
ing, emergency medical supplies and other health needs - and is spending it on shelter
for the 45,000 unaccompanied migrant children that have flooded across the US bor-
der this year. The Department of Health and Human Services siphoned 850 million out
of funds allocated for testing in Joe Biden’s massive 1.9 trillion coronavirus relief bill,
Politico reported Saturday.

FBI reclassifies 2017 shooting of Republican lawmakers as domestic terrorism | 16
May 2021 | The FBI, under Republican pressure, has reclassified the 2017 near massacre
of more than a dozen Republican lawmakers at a baseball field in Alexandria, Virginia,
from “suicide by cop” to an act of domestic terrorism. The new designation of shooter
James Hodgkinson as a “domestic violent extremist” is contained in a lengthy FBI report
titled “Strategic Intelligence Assessment and Data on Domestic Terrorism.” Republicans
began pressuring the FBI on April 15 when Rep. Brad Wenstrup of Ohio, who was at the
park that morning of June 14, 2017, disclosed at a public hearing that the FBI officially
classified the shooting as “suicide by cop.” *
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No, Israel Is Not an
Apartheid State

The charge of apartheid is
the new blood libel.

As Hamas rains rockets
down on Israel, members
of the Squad in Congress
and other left-wing enemies
are using the occasion to
amplify their accusation that
Israel is an “apartheid state.”

This is a transparent
attempt to delegitimize —
and isolate and ultimately
destroy — the Jewish state by
associating it with a racist
regime that the world united
to squeeze out of existence.

Rashida Tlaib, the
Democratic congresswoman
from Michigan, says that
Israel is “promoting rac-
ism and dehumanization”
under an “apartheid system,”
and Rep. Ilhan Omar of
Minnesota refers to “Israel’s
apartheid government.”

The charge is given a
patina of legitimacy by
Human Rights Watch, which
recently issued a 213-page
report devoted to the alle-
gation, and other anti-Israel
organizations that under-
stand the accusation’s
potential power to define
Israel out of the circle of
advanced democracies.

It doesn't take much moral
discernment to understand,
even if one takes a harshly
critical view of how Israel
conducts itself, that it is
nothing like an apartheid
regime in South Africa that
depended on a rigorously

enforced system of racial
repression.

The Arab minority in
Israel (about 20% of the
population) may face obsta-
cles, but it is not treated like
black South Africans.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez of New York and
her ideological compatri-
ots tweeted the other day,
“Apartheid states aren’t
democracies,” which nailed
the point, just not the way
they intended.

Israel is a democracy that
affords its Arab citizens full
rights. They vote in elec-
tions and Arab parties sit in
parliament. These parties
obviously have a profoundly
different worldview than
the Zionist parties, which
has been a barrier prevent-
ing cooperation between
them. But this year, in a first,
Arab parties were part of the
negotiations over forming a
new government before they
broke down.

Arab Israelis are full par-
ticipants in Israeli society.
There are Arab justices on
the Supreme Court. About
20% of doctors in Israel and
about half of pharmacists
are Arab. Roughly 17% of
students seeking an under-
graduate degree are Arab, a
number has roughly doubled
over the last decade.

As Steve Kramer of The
Times of Israel puts it, “They
arguably are the most free
Arabs in the Middle East.”

Then, there are the
Palestinian territories, where
there is a marked lack of
democracy courtesy of the
Palestinians themselves.

Palestinian president
Mahmoud Abbas, who is
still serving a four-year term
that began about 15 years
ago, cancelled new elections
scheduled for May 22. He
found a way to blame Israel

for this move, of course, but
the bottom line is that his
party, Fatah, feared Hamas
would win, as it did in the
last Palestinian election back
in 2006.

The Palestinians have
made postponing elections
into a high political art, in
keeping with the lack of
democratic accountability
in other neighboring Arab
states.

How Israel should handle
the threat of another terror
state devoted to its destruc-
tion arising on its borders
is, any fair-minded person
should concede, an inher-
ently difficult question.

It has offered the
Palestinians a state twice, in
2000 and 2008, to no avail.

Israel evacuated the Gaza
Strip entirely in 2005. It
can't be blamed for Hamas
winning the elections in
2006, taking over Gaza in
a coup against Fatah a year
later, and misgoverning the
territory ever since, with
an emphasis on using it as
a base from which to wage
war against Israel.

Much is made of its bor-
der controls in Gaza and
the West Bank, but a border
isn't a denial of citizenship
rights, rather a demarcation
between two societies. If
the Palestinians would ever
accept the right of Israel to
exist and embrace a program
of peaceful development,
they'd get their own sover-
eign state.

Instead, they want to wipe
Israel from the map, and are
getting an assist from pur-
veyors of the malicious lie
that Israel is morally indis-
tinguishable from the old,
racist South Africa. Rich
Lowry is editor of the
National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features
Synd., Inc. *

Scholarships: The Giving Goes Both Ways

Rosemarie Vinneys Memorial; Shawn Tutt

Continued from page 1

Alumni of Tremont; American Legion
Auxiliary; American Legion Post 208;
Angus Madden Memorial; Barbara Iten
Memorial; Dixon Chamber of Commerce;
Dixon Dolphins Swim Team; Dixon
High Music Boosters; Kiwanis Club;
Lions Club; Dixon Montessori School;
Quarterback Club; Rotary; Rotary
Interact Club; Soccer Club; Teachers
Association; Women’s Improvement
Club; DuPratt Ford; First Northern Bank;
Friends of the Public Library; Frank E.
Koehler Vocational Memorial; Jacob Cole
Schneider Family Foundation Memorial;

Jacy’s Army Scholarships

in Ag, in Education, & in Healthcare;
Jose L. Gutierrez Memorial; Katie Grave
Anderson Memorial; Laura Emma Meyer
Scholarship; Malcolm Timm Memorial;
Montezuma Lodge 172 & Bud’s Pub &
Grill; Muriel M. Morris Educational Fund,

for Women

one later on,’

Memorial; Sheri Dannenberg Memorial;
Soroptimist International; TEAM Dixon;
and Tully Group STEM.

Dr. Peter Timm and Pamela-Gill-Fisher
handed out scholarships on behalf of the
boards for the Angus Madden Scholarship
Foundation and also the Muriel Morris
Educational Fund.

“Hopefully these students will remem-
ber someday that someone helped them
and they will do something for some-
> Timm said. “When I get a
chance to say something, I try to remind
them that when they have a few extra dol-
lars, to pay it forward.”

There were 138 scholarships total
awarded with the top honoree, Megan Kett,
nabbing eight scholarships and Emma
Miller winning six. The Community
Scholarship Program is coordinated by the
high school’s counseling office. *

LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?2

We Can Do That?

Call to place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

Be 1 part of Something important

Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

We are looking for people who want to deliver
newspapers in their neighborhoods.
Provide great customer service to our readers every Friday.

Earn money to help pay

those monthly bills. -

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper delivery

experience a plus but not required.

Call us today at 916-773-1111
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Celebrate AAPI Month With These
Stunning New Releases!

Grab your scis-
sors, glitter, and
glue because the
delightful and
adorable Amy
Wu returns with a
whole new adven-
ture in, Amy Wu
and the Patchwork
Dragon. After
learning about
dragons, every-
one in Amy's class
crafts their own
unique dragon,
but Amy's doesn't
feel right. Amy knows she
needs to make the most
special dragon, and after a
little help from her family,
she makes one that is per-
fect. Amy's charm, tenacity,
and perseverance returns in
another story that will teach
readers to solve problems
and stay unique to them-
selves, while also being able
to create their own dragon
with the included craft proj-
ect directions.

In this heartfelt journey
of love and remembrance,
Ocean Meet Sky takes
readers on a beautiful,
magical adventure. Wildly
imaginative and absolutely
breathtaking, this adven-
ture treasures the loving
bond between grandfather
and grandchild. Filled with
raw emotion and heart, this
book will appeal to all gen-
erations of readers while
transporting them to a mag-
ical world and beyond. With
their enchanting books, The

PATCHWORK
DRAGON

Fan Brothers know how to
take readers on an adventure
they will never forget.

With one of the most
powerful and breathtaking
covers, The One's We're
Meant to Find by Joan
He promises a powerful,
emotional, and thought-pro-
voking journey. With one
sister trapped on an island
and the other left searching
even when all hope is gone.
With its focus on the bond
of sisterhood, destiny, and
the lengths one will go to
find the other when all hope
is lost, readers can only
hope to be whisked into a
powerful, raw, and emo-
tional tale.

Catch the end of the series
on Netflix and with the new
Netflix-tie cover of Always
and Forever Lara Jean,
by Jenny Han. Jenny Han
took readers by storm with
the adorable Lara Jean and
the accidental mailing of her
secret love letters, setting
her life into an unpredictable

path of discovery
and love. This series
is one that captures
readers’hearts and is
worth reading over
and over.

The Infinity
Courts by Akemi
Dawn Bowman.
When Nami is
murdered before
she even gets the
chance to gradu-
ate high school,
she wakes up to

find that she is in
the Infinity, a place where
the human mind goes after
the body dies. However,
she quickly discovers that
the Infinity has been taken
over by Ophelia, who is set
on eradicating human exis-
tence, leaving Naomi with
the only thing to do- bring
down Ophelia and save the
humans.

Politics, family, and
magic collide in the second
book to the Shamanborn
trilogy, Broken Web by
Lori M. Lee. Sascha will
stop at nothing to take down
the shaman who is slowly
killing her best friend,
and she thinks she knows
how to do it. But Sirscha
also finds herself caught
between who to align her-
self with in an upending
war, the east or the west? A
story that is sure to be just
as fast-paced and impact-
ful as the first, Broken Web
delivers, action, adventure,
and determination. *

Water Districts Seek Added Supplies

With farmers plowing under crops and
removing trees due to water shortages, irriga-
tion districts are trying to find supplemental
supplies. Districts on the west side of the
Central Valley face the prospect of receiving no
water from a federal project. A gubernatorial
drought declaration intends to streamline water
transfers. Water district officials say transfers
could “play a key role” this summer, but won’t
prevent significant agricultural losses.

Aquifer Recharge on Farms
Could Aid Domestic Wells

Pouring water onto farmland in the
wintertime could help nearby communi-
ties replenish their groundwater supplies.
University of California research shows
nearly 300 rural communities could bene-
fit from “managed aquifer recharge.” The
research is part of ongoing work to determine
how flooding farmland in the winter could
refill underground water supplies. Scientists
have been charting the impact on aquifers and
on the crops and farmland involved.

Study of Plant Roots May
Enhance Drought Tolerance

In a development that could improve the
drought tolerance of crops, University of
California scientists say they have identi-
fied genes that protect plants from drying
out. Working with tomato plants, the UC
researchers studied genes that regulate a mois-
ture-barrier layer in plant roots. The barrier
prevents a plant from losing water. The sci-
entists say the new knowledge may help them
breed crops that survive longer during drought.

Strawberry Sales Boost

Demand for Transplants
People have been buying more strawber-
ries during the pandemic, which has increased
demand for the starter plants farmers use to
grow the crop. Northern California nurser-
ies that produce strawberry transplants report
receiving more orders, as every growing
region in North America increased plantings
to meet customer demand. Plant breeders have
also been developing strawberry plants that
yield more berries per acre and resist plant dis-
eases, while retaining high flavor. *

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

Dixon Independent Voice
is a member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher” If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

B ludeiitndent Voioe

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1994

It is the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to:

Subscription rate is $32 per year within Dixon and Solano County.

Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published
weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Dixon Independent Voice
PO. Box 1106, Dixon, CA 95620

CIRCULATION

ATV Review by Tim Riley

“ARMY OF THE DEAD” RATED R

Available in both movie theaters and
the Netflix streaming service, “Army of
the Dead” sounds like the work of film-
maker George A. Romero (“Night of the
Living Dead”), but that would be a neat
trick since he passed away nearly four
years ago.

Taking up the mantle of mimicking
Romero’s body of work, Zack Snyder,
who did a remake of the master’s “Dawn
of the Dead” in 2004, takes an aggressive
approach to the genre in “Army of the
Dead,” where zombie heads are like tar-
gets in a carnival shooting gallery.

The setting is Las Vegas, not in the way
you may remember it from your last visit.
It’s a walled-off city where the iconic wel-
come sign has been trashed and replaced
by a notice that constitutional law does
not apply.

No Bill of Rights protects the zombies.
The president has announced that Sin City
will soon be annihilated Hiroshima-style.
But, first casino tycoon Tanaka (Hiroyuki
Sanada) wants a team of mercenaries to
pull off a heist of $200 million in his casi-
no’s vault.

For the job, he recruits fearsome Scott
Ward (Dave Bautista), once a decorated
soldier who rescued a high-ranking offi-
cial from zombies but now a fry cook,
to head up a team, with military side-
kicks Maria Cruz (Ana de la Reguera) and
Vanderohe (Omari Hardwick).

Part of the team consists of nervous
German safecracker Dieter (Matthias
Schweighofer) and wise-cracking, cigar-
chomping helicopter pilot Marianne (Tig
Notaro), who’s great for some comic
relief.

There’s also the coyote Lilly (Nora
Arnezeder), signed up to help the crew
sneak into the undead zone, and Tanaka’s
insider Martin (Garret Dillahunt), a man
with a secret plan who is distrusted by all
the other mercenaries.

At two-and-a-half hours long, “Army of
the Dead” needs some serious editing to
trim the periods that drag a bit or even to
shorten the seemingly endless sequences
of shooting zombies in the head.

However, why quibble with the run-
ning time, when all we really need is to
be entertained with a combination zombie
apocalypse movie and heist thriller? For
mindless fun, “Army of the Dead” makes
the most out of the Vegas setting and zom-
bie playbook.

FOX FALL SEASON PREVIEW

An annual ritual for the broadcast
television networks is known as the
“Upfronts,” a presentation of upcoming
series programming to the advertising
industry which finances what ultimately
shows up as entertainment on whatever

Riley Reviews

“ARMY OF THE DEAD" OVERRUNS LAS VEGAS;
FOX TV PREVIEW

This year, FOX reached out to the
nation’s critics to participate virtually, first
in a press conference call with network
executives and then in the one-hour online
Upfront, both hosted by Charlie Collier,
CEO of Fox Entertainment.

While the media industry is focused on
big streaming services and a turn away
from broadcasting, Collier made the case
that FOX remains relevant for its pro-
grams to be exclusively ad-supported,
claiming that no one can “corner the mar-
ket on creativity.”

The unveiling of the primetime slate for
the 2021-2022 season during the Upfront
revealed the network is adding four new
dramas, two new comedies, four new
unscripted series and one new animated
comedy to its lineup.

Starting this fall, “The Big Leap” and
“Our Kind of People” are two new dra-
mas, and “Alter Ego” is a new unscripted
series. The midseason is loaded with
new programs that were announced at the
Upfront.

Compared loosely to the “Glee” musi-
cal comedy-drama series, “The Big Leap”
drama is a modern tale of second chances,
which revolves around a group of diverse,
down-on-their-luck characters participat-
ing in a reality dance show that builds to a
live production of “Swan Lake.”

On the heels of his latest show failure
and with the help of his choreographer
(Mallory Jansen), Scott Foley’s Nick
Blackburn signs on to produce a brand-
new dance contest series filming in Motor
City.

Inspired by Lawrence Otis Graham’s
provocative, critically acclaimed book,
“Our Kind of People: Inside America’s
Black Upper Class,” the titular new series
takes place in the world of Oak Bluffs on
Martha’s Vineyard, where the rich and
powerful black elite come to play.

“Our Kind of People” follows strong-
willed, single mom Angela Vaughn (Yaya
DeCosta) as she sets to reclaim her fami-
ly’s name but soon discovers a dark secret
about her own mother’s past that will
shake up the community.

As for a new unscripted fall series,
“Alter Ego” is an all-new original sing-
ing competition where second chances are
reignited when singers from all walks of
life become the stars they always wanted
to be, but only as alternative personalities.

By early in the new year, we’ll have
more to say about a slew of midsea-
son new shows, including the promising
comedy “Welcome to Flatch,” where a
documentary crew stumbles on a small
Midwestern town populated with many
eccentric personalities.

It may come as a surprise to no one that
chef-cum-television personality Gordon
Ramsay will be back with his umpteenth
cooking competition, where “Next Level
Chef” stages a unique culinary gauntlet

device you choose.

over three floors of different kitchens. %

You’re in Good
Shape Either Way

Dear Dave,

I can’t decide whether to
sell or keep a rental prop-
erty. Except for the property
in question I’m debt-free,
and I make $90,000 a year.
I owe $20,000 on the prop-
erty, and it is worth $65,000.
What do you think?

— George
Dear George

You’re in pretty good
shape financially, and you
could probably pay off the
rental property in a year or
two. So really, it’s a mat-
ter of personal preference. 1
will say this; there’s nothing
worse than being a landlord
if you don’t want to be one.

It’s not a bad thing to feel
that way. Some folks have
fun and enjoy landlording
for a while, but then other
things become more impor-
tant. It’s your life and your
feelings that matter at this
point.

If you still enjoy dab-
bling in real estate and being
a landlord, go for it. If the

Dave Ramsey Says

shine has worn off, get rid of
the place. If the latter is the
case, you’ll get the responsi-
bility of being a landlord off
your back and become debt-
free all at the same time!

— Dave

Dear Dave,

I’ve been following your
advice for about a year. I'm
almost out of debt, and I
live on a budget, but look-
ing toward the future it
seems like it will be very
difficult to save up for a
down payment on a home.
I live in Chicago, and
property prices are very
expensive. I have a friend
in Georgia who suggested I
buy a less expensive prop-
erty there, then fix it up and
flip it to make the money I
would need for a down pay-
ment. What do you think of
this idea?

— Erik

Dear Erik

When you take on the
kind of work you’re talking
about, you need to over-
see what’s happening every
step of the way. You’'re
working out details, keep-
ing an eye on the crew, and
having to handle a dozen
other issues tied to the proj-
ect. Plus, you can’t just
walk up to a house or see it
online, buy it, and expect to
come out ahead in the deal.

People who flip houses
for a living professionally
eyeball dozens, sometimes
hundreds, of properties to
buy just one. It’s not an
easy way to make money,
and it’s definitely not some-
thing I'd recommend doing
from a distance. In short, I
wouldn’t do it, Erik. Fixing
and flipping properties is a
hands-on business, and try-
ing to do it from 700 miles
away would be a nightmare.

Just keep on working the
budget and save as much as
you can. I’d consider get-
ting a part-time job for a
while to add to the down
payment fund before I'd try
to fix and flip a house that
far away.

—Dave

Dave Ramsey is a
seven-time #1 national
best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and
host of The Ramsey Show,
heard by more than 18 mil-
lion listeners each week.
He has appeared on Good
Morning America, CBS
This Morning, Today
Show, Fox News, CNN,
Fox Business, and many
more. Since 1992, Dave
has helped people regain
control of their money,
build wealth and enhance
their lives. He also serves
as CEO for Ramsey
Solutions. *
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Local Classified

Work Wanted Ji Wanted- Autos

Announcement

Classified

Advertising
916-773-1111

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions  currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
everl LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced  debris-blocking  gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,

Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT
OR RV to receive a major tax
deduction. Help homeless pets.
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and
Pickup. LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS
Fast Free Pickup — Running or Not -
24 Hour Response - Maximum Tax
Donation — Help Find Missing Kids!
Call 1-888-491-1453. (CalSCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV - Watch your favorite live
sports, news and entertainment any-
where. More top premium channels
than DISH. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

DENTAL  INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-400-
6985 www.dental50plus.
com/mpgn #6258

Classified

Advertising
916-773-1111

Health & Medical

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more heavy
tanks and refills! Guaranteed
Lowest Prices! Call the
Oxygen Concentrator Store:
1-844-653-7402  (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS!
Save money on your diabet-
ic supplies! Convenient home
shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin - pumps, catheters and
more! To learn more, call now!
1-855-702-3408.  (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6
flow settings. Designed for 24
hour oxygen use. Compact and
Lightweight. Get a Free Info kit
today: 1-844-359-3976 (CalSCAN)

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU
RECEIVE A HERNIA MESH
PATCH between 2009- present?
Did you suffer complications from
removal surgery, bowel perfo-
ration, - infection, abdominal wall
tears, puncture of abdominal
organs or intestinal fistulae after
placement of this device? You
may be enttled to compensa-
tion. Attomey Charles Johnson
1-800-535-5727(Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental
Insurance. We have the best rates
from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances
companies. Get a quote within
minutes. Average savings of $444/
yearl Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm  Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 877-631-2596

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION! Your
donation helps educa-
tion, prevention & support
programs. FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR RE-
SPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION 1-844-922-4249

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, Al
Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-888-534-1146

Miscellaneous

Eliminate ~gutter cleaning forev-
erl LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Will juice in your home for you.
Have juicer wil travel. Used
juicers  wanted. 916  370-0858

Thinking about installing a new show-
er? American Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-866-945-
3038 today to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation. (Cal-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 844-327-2824. (Cal-SCAN)

Life Alert. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home
and on the go. Mobile Pendant
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with
subscription.) CALL 833-518-1049
FREE  Brochure.  (Cal-SCAN)

INVENTORS - FREE
INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have
your product idea developed afford-
ably by the Research & Development
pros and presented to manufactur-
ers. Call 1-844-752-8272 for a Free
Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea
for a free consultation. (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and losing
market share is how businesses use
their advertising dollars. Mark Twain
said, “Many a small thing has been
made large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”. So why spend your hard-
earned dollars on social media where
you already have an audience?
For more info call Cecelia @ (916)
2886011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

WE
SUPPORT
QUR

MILITARY

Tax Services

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR
MORE ON YOUR TAXES?
Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Call
(CalSCAN)

1-855-970-2032

HEALTH & WEALTH

JOIN FOR FREE - NO
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome)
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health,
beauty, weight or hair loss
and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com ¢

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond.
For more info on multi-market
solutions call Cecelia @ (916)
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at
all major secular & special-
ty Christian bookstores.
CALL  Christian  Faith
Publishing for your
FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-877-330-3936

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation
Experts
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-372-0408

Upt0$15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses.Call Physicians
Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 866-661-0708 or visit

www.Life55plus.info/mpgn

Applying for Social Secu-
rity Disability or Appeal-
ing a Denied Claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our
case managers simplify
the process & work hard to
help with your case. Call
1-888-570-0881 FREE
Consultation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washing-
ton DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Messenger Publishing Group

Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

| do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. Window
washing. Wanted reduced rent for
yard and house work for a room.
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim,
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-21)

RETIRED COUPLE

Has to lend on
Califo?x?i*fReal Estate*

P, TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker]

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Suffcient equity required-no consumer oans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional loans

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE  $$$$
for business purpose Real
loans. Credit unim-
V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company  www.viploan.com
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for resto-
ration by hobbyist 1948-
1973 Only. Any condi-
tion, top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-339-5994. Email:
porscherestoration @
yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders and
R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient.  Certified
Professionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertising
Sell Your
NY 175724
Reach
1000°s of
Readers
rEyvery
Meek!

MPG
CALL

916 773-1111

cans.

com

ORTIZ FAMILY DAY
CARE

Snacks, Meals, School
Transportation Provided
3:30 am to 5:30 pm

707-628-5675

lic. #483004041

FOR RENT

Outside Inn
RV campsite
available.
(707) 678-4059

CALL
916 773-1111
TO ADVERTISE

INYOUR
LOCAL
HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER

AIRLINE
CAREERS

START HERE

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance.

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-205-4138

AM

AVIATION INSTITUTE OF MAINTENANCE

“Donate A Boat ..
or Car Today! TN\

BDEJ‘I;

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

800-700-BOAT-— 5 2
(2628) =
www.boatangel.com /
\ sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN :_:._":-"2.«-_. /
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14. Zest

“nonsense”

26. Slabbered
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35. In a frenzy
37. Unagi

@

1. Ivory, in the bathroom
5. Letter of the

8. Kiln for drying hops
12. Marine eagle

13. Muffin Man'’s Drury

15. Landlord’s collection
16. Chieftain in Arabia
17. Frequently precedes

18. *Tabletop fun (2 words)
20. Passage in a coal mine
21. Clear the whiteboard
22. Sean’s mom Yoko

23. Alpine structure

30. Clothing border
31. Incense burning

34. Gauche or Droite, in Paris

38. Fancy necktie

39. Eye protection, sing.

40. Not dangerous to health
42. Dwight the President
43. Worked the dough

45. *Screen-free message
47. Hairpiece, slangily

STATEPOQINT CROSSWORD « SCREEN-FREE PLAYTIME

CLUES

48, Libra symbol
50. Buenos ____
52. *Dirty hobby?
| 56. African prairie
57. Like family lore
58. Don't let it hit you on your

A
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62. Lake of Scottish lore
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1. Belgrade native

2. Dessert sandwich
3. Pavlova, e.g.

4. Tube-nosed seabird
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CALL TODAY - For $100 Git Card s e
1-888-416-7103 » -~

Advertising

dish &

5. Tibetan priests

Se” Your Stuﬂ’ 6. Japanese cartoon £ StatePoant Media —
7.Usedtob 55. John Wayne's “True ____ " SUDDEL .
ReaCh 1000 ’s of 1 | 8. *IES;pIO(r)e tT]e great_ 56. Delivery\\//ehizle " L EEEEE D 2R TR
9. spumante
Readers Every Week! 10-Editor's mark

11. Craggy peak

13. Official emissary

14. Bird-deposited fertilizer
19. Same as schlock

22. Famous Bobby, onice
23. *Sidewalk art medium 1
24. Macho man

25. *Tell jokes, e.g. 5 B 6 1

26. Sub station
27. Permissible

28. Extract a memory, e.g. 5 1 3 E 9
29. Try to prevent

32. It's not a want 5 4 3
33.____ Bernie Sanders, ahbr.

36. *Guessing game 3 6 1 B
38. Administer an oil

40. “Don’t make me ___ 1" E‘ 4 _I"
41, With pleasure
44, Full of bunnies? 3 B 4 5 6
46. Full of gentleness

48. Ranee's wrap

49. *Macrame or wood carving, e.g.
50. Expunge 3
51. Bodily disorders

52. Hermes and Apollo
53.°l"in Greek alphabet
54. Person, place or thing
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) General Dentistry
(530) 662-0295 Since 1986 _ Monday - Thursday
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707-635-1600 - -
HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM (530) 304'2534 707 449 899 1
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available FREE ESTIM HTES Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center
131 West A Street - Suite 1 - Dixon CA 138 . Orchard St. Vacaville
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AZZ . . T * Water Heat
ALBERTAZZ| CONSTRUCTION ¥ R¥ Cleaning Services e Remodels
* General Plumbi
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Consistent Results Weekends - Move-Ins - Move-Outs um Ing Energy Efficient Tankless
Water Heaters
916 257_5400 Lots of References on Request Water Treatment Units
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L . (707) 689 6532 jakesplumbingandrooter.com
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2021 DWIC Scholarship Recipients The We|ght of Memorial Day

Ana eranda

Erika Munoz

Jadelyn Young

All photos provided by each individual pictured above.

By Loran Hoffmann

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Women’s
Improvement Club is pleased to announce
the names of the six outstanding Dixon
High School seniors that were selected
to receive scholarships in the amount
of $1,000 each to further their educa-
tion and to help them pursue their career
goals. This has been a landmark year
for the DWIC by being able to provide
twice as many scholarships as we have
in past years, due to the generosity of our
members.

The scholarship recipients will be rec-
ognized at an End of the Year Celebration
that will be held on Wednesday morning
from 10 am to Noon on June 16, at the
Dixon Women’s Improvement Club Park.

The 2021 Dixon Women Improvement
Club scholarship recipients are:

Lisette Abundez is interested in attend-
ing UC, Santa Barbara and earning a
bachelor’s degree in Marketing that she
hopes to use when working for the Walt
Disney Company.

Elizbeth Granillo will be leaving Dixon
to attend Modesto Junior College and
transfer to Oklahoma State University
where she will be preparing to become
a teacher of Agricultural Science or a
Veterinarian for large animals.

Megan Kett has set her sights on attend-
ing Oklahoma State University or UC
Davis to become a Veterinarian.

Ana Miranda enjoys science and has
been accepted at UC Davis, San Diego,
and Berkeley as well as Saint Mary’s
College in Moraga. She will pursue a
career in medicine in the specific field of
Anesthesiology.

Erica Munoz is leaving for San
Diego to attend either San Diego State
University or UC San Diego. She will be
studying biology to fulfill pre-requisites
for medical school. She plans to return to
Dixon or the nearby area as a Pediatrician.

Jadelyn Young has selected to attend
California State University, Sacramento
this fall and will study Nursing. She plans
to become a Pediatric Nurse at a chil-
dren’s hospital. *
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Commentary by Robert Graves

For the second year in a row, Memorial
Day may look a little different than in years
past. However, the spirit of the day, along
with our memories and emotions, remains the
same. For countless families across the nation,
Memorial Day is a stark — and often painful —
reminder of those loved ones who were never
afforded the opportunity to be honored as
veterans.

Their sacrifice is a true expression of self-
less service — something no one would pick
for themselves. Whether they volunteered to
fight in a war, served at a time of peace or
never expected to wear our nation’s uniform
until their draft number came up, they repre-
sent the best America has to offer.

We feel their losses, from the sacred and
silent hills of Arlington National Cemetery to
the many other final resting places worldwide.
Far too many mothers, fathers, siblings and
children feel the immense weight of seeing an
empty chair at the table year-round.

This fall marks the 20th year we’ve been
at war, longer than any American conflict that
came before. About 2.7 million Americans
have served in Iraq and Afghanistan, over half
of whom deployed more than once. Those
returning veterans are now our fellow com-
munity members, neighbors and friends, who
can speak of the bravery and sacrifices known
only to those who witnessed it firsthand.

There are also incredible accounts of
courageous heroes who cannot speak for
themselves. For example, Sgt. 1st Class
Alwyn Cashe will become the first black ser-
vice member to receive the Medal of Honor
for actions in Iraq or Afghanistan.

At 35 years old, and on his second deploy-
ment to the war-torn country following the
2003 invasion, Cashe didn’t hesitate to sac-
rifice himself to save his fellow soldiers.
His Bradley Fighting Vehicle had struck a

For countless families across the nation, Memorial Day is a stark — and often palnful - reminder
of those loved ones who were never afforded the opportunity to be honored as veterans. Image

roadside bomb and was soon engulfed in
flames. Drenched in fuel and under enemy
fire, Cashe entered the blaze not once but
three times to pull others out of the vehicle.

Cashe sustained second- and third-degree
burns to more than 70% of his body, but
despite his severe injuries, he insisted on
being the last soldier on a medical evacuation
helicopter.

Four of those soldiers perished, and Cashe
succumbed to his injuries 22 days later, join-
ing the ranks of those taken away far too soon.

While it is impossible ever to know what
was going through his mind in those chaotic
yet critical moments following the attack, we
may catch a glimpse of what it could have
been by listening to Medal of Honor recipi-
ent Army Capt. Florent “Flo” Groberg. With
another soldier’s help, Groberg put himself
between a suicide bomber and a dismounted
patrol in Afghanistan in 2012. Although
Groberg thankfully survived, four soldiers
were killed.

Groberg has said, “In combat, there might
be a moment where you have to make a deci-
sion that will more than likely dictate whether
or not you live or die. When you are willing to
put yourself in front of that bullet, in front of
that suicide bomber, in front of that mortar, in
front of anything that is going to kill you for
your men — that’s love.”

We know Cashe loved his soldiers — he
made the ultimate sacrifice for them. The
harsh reality of war, and military service in
general, is that, sadly, not everyone will make
it home.

As we gather together — whether safely in
person or online — let us honor the memory
of those heroes no longer with us, and let
us strive to live up to the example set by
such selfless patriots today and every day.

Robert Graves is California Director
of Operations Department of American
Veterans, California. *
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THE RISK '

of Becoming Infected with the West Nile Virus

A number of types of sources found within residential neighborhoods are
capable of producing enough adult mosquitoes to bother not only the residents
of one home but a number of homes in the area. These mosquitoes are also
capable of transmitting West Nile virus! Water left standing for seven to ten days
can produce mosquitoes during warmer weather. There are a number of simple
precautions that can be taken to prevent this from happening...

WHAT TO DO...

Leaking faucets and broken pipes: Repair or replace defective parts immediately.

Water under buildings: Install sump pump and provide drainage if possible.

Roof gutters: Maintain roof gutters and down spouts clear of debris.

Septic tanks: Seal and cover all openings and screen vents.

Impounded water: Fill if possible or provide adequate drainage.

Flower pots: Drain-off excess water or invert if not in use.

Swimming pools & Hot tubs: Use filter and skimmer daily to remove egg rafts and
larvae. Chlorine will not kill mosquito larvae. Provide
drainage for filter and sump pumps. When not in use,
cover tightly.

Wading pools: Change water weekly. When not in use turn upside
down.

Swimming pool covers: Tighten cover to prevent sagging.

Ornamental ponds: Stock with mosquito fish and remove excess vegetation
such as leaves, and thin pond lilies occasionally.
Maintain even water level. Screen inlet on recirculation
pump. When cleaning pond, transfer to glass bowl -
chlorine kills fish. If pond is no longer desired, make
holes in bottom and fill with dirt or sand.

Bird baths: Change water frequently, preferably every 2-3 days

Lawns: Avoid over watering.

Tree holes: Fill with a polymer such as Soil Moist or Broadleaf

P4 granules which absorb water - can last for years,
available at garden supply stores, sand or dirt, drain if
possible - when in doubt, call a tree surgeon.

Wiater troughs: Change water weekly or stock with mosquito fish.

Boats: Use a water tight cover or store upside down.

Containers: Dispose of all unused containers that can collect

rain or irrigation water such as tin cans, jars, barrels,
buckets, old tires and tubs. Gardening containers such
as vases and buckets should be stored upside down.

Solano County Mosquito Abatement District
707.437.1116

solanomosquito.com



