
47

PO Box 1106 • Dixon, CA 95620 • (707) 678-8917 • email: staff@independentvoice.com • Independentvoice.com

DixonIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoice
JANUARY 15, 2021VOLUME 29 • ISSUE 3

Dixon Independent Voice - Dixon’s ONLY Family Owned Newspaper For Over 25 Years

SEE SEE 
INSIDEINSIDE

PAGE 4

PAGE 3

PAGE 4

SEARCH FOR  
THE FIRST  
BUMBLE BEE

TRAVIS
CREDIT UNION
ANNOUNCES NEW 
APPOINTMENT

Health Dept. 
and Providers 
to Accelerate 
Vaccinations

California Department 
of Public Health

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The state issued vaccine 
recommendations to local 
public health departments 
and providers focused 
on accelerating the pace 
of COVID-19 vaccine 
administration. The rec-
ommendations clarify the 
state’s vaccine prioritiza-
tion process and that after 
appropriate efforts to reach 
highest priority groups, 
health departments and pro-
viders may offer doses to 
lower priority groups when 
high-priority demand sub-
sides, or when doses are 
about to expire.

“Cal i fornia’s  heal th 
care providers have done 
incredible work thus far in 
vaccinating hundreds of 
thousands of Californians,” 
said  Governor  Gavin 
Newsom. “On behalf of 
our state, I thank our hos-
pitals, doctors, nurses, and 
others for joining us in this 
all-hands-on-deck commit-
ment to safely and quickly 
Vaccinate All 58. When 
Californians join together, 
our spirit of resiliency and 
innovation always wins. 
By continuing to take the 
precautions we need to get 
through this surge, and by 
ramping up safe and equi-
table vaccinations, we can 
and we will get through this 
darkest part of the tunnel to 
the light.”

To maximize vaccine 
administration and reduce 
the potential for waste, local 
health departments and pro-
viders should immediately 
administer COVID-19 vac-
cines to individuals in all 
tiers of Phase 1a. In addi-
tion to frontline health 
care workers, this includes 
a wide range of people in 
health care settings such 
as community health care 
workers, public health field 
staff, primary care clinics, 
specialty clinics, laboratory 
workers, dental clinics and 
pharmacy staff.

Local health departments 
and providers should make 
special efforts to adminis-
ter vaccine to vaccinators 
and consider partnering 
with others to provide vac-
cinations for individuals in 
prioritized tiers. They may 
also allocate doses on the 
assumption that immuni-
zation will be accepted by 
some but not all who are 
offered the vaccine, and 
then continue to offer vac-
cinations in progressive 
priority tiers. For example, 
if a county has maximized 
use of the vaccine to admin-
ister individuals in Phase 1a, 
they should move to Tier 1 
of Phase 1b while continu-
ing to offer vaccines to those 
in higher priority groups.

To view the full state rec-
ommendation visit: www.
cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/
Pages/NR21-008.aspx�  H

”
“I LOOK TO A DAY WHEN PEOPLE WILL NOT 
BE JUDGED BY THE COLOR OF THEIR SKIN, BUT BY 
THE CONTENT OF THEIR CHARACTER.
— FROM THE “I HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH

Birthday Fairy Cheers 
Dixon Children

Dixon's Birthday Fairy Dora Affonso helps little Rodolfo Villegas celebrate his first birthday with a present selected just for him. 
"Dora is doing wonderful things for little children," said his mother Yessenia Villegas who arranged the special visit. Courtesy photo

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - “Imagination 
embraces the entire world, and all 
there ever will be to know and under-
stand,” said Albert Einstein. There is 
much sadness and loss in our world 
right now, that maybe only fairies can 
save the day.

Enter the Dixon Birthday Fairy, 
a woman who was already help-
ing other moms through the Booze 
Fairies, who saw that children needed 
similar surprises waiting at their 
doors – especially if it was on their 
birthday.

When Dora Affonso saw her sonʼs 
birthday coming up and knew the 
pandemic shutdown meant they 

couldnʼt have a party or even go for 
an ice cream gathering, an arrow 
struck her heart.

“I really felt the kids were left out 
and I thought thereʼs a lot of children 
in our community that are devastated 
just like my son because they canʼt 
celebrate their birthday,” the home 
health worker said.

“I [legally] adopted my husbandʼs 
two children, a boy and a girl, and 
Iʼm very much a kid person. Itʼs very 
wonderful to be a part of them grow-
ing up and be a part of their life and 
I didnʼt want anyone to cry like my 
son did when nobody could come 
for his birthday.” Soon it came to her 
that she could be a birthday fairy and 
leave a basket of surprises at a childʼs 

door. After dressing up in green satin 
and sprouting pretty wings, Dora 
posted her plan on Facebook.

It was a little slow at first, she said, 
but for the ones who took advantage 
of her free offer, her popularity began 
to grow. She went from having four 
birthdays a month to having a dozen 
and ultimately having trouble with the 
cost of supplying free toys, color cray-
ons, stickers, balloons, etc. She had 
been purchasing all her own supplies 
from the Dollar Tree and then her 
mother offered help from the Dollar 
Tree where she works with donations. 
Each gift bag or basket is geared for 
that specific child based on the infor-
mation the parents have provided.

Continued on page 2

City Council Splits City Clerk Duties
By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
Dixon City Council voted 
unanimously in the first 
reading to separate the 
duties of the City Clerk 
into two positions; one 
elected and one admin-
istrative and there is a 
consensus among Solano 
County City Clerks that 
there is good reason to do 
so. The item, however, 
was challenged by the pro-
ponents of Measure T as 
“circumventing the will of 
the citizens” because of 
the 55 percent vote to have 
only an elected one.

Out of the other six 
Solano County cities, the 
largest and the smallest 
populated, Vallejo and Rio 
Vista, both have appointed 
City Clerks who have 
full-time, salaried posi-
tions with Vallejoʼs annual 

salary starting at $110,000. 
Rio Vista's city clerk duties 
are combined with admin-
istrative duties to the City 
Manager. City Clerks in 
Benicia, Fairfield, Suisun 
and Vacaville are elected.

“We donʼt like to see a 
clerk go to elected because 
the technical training for 
a city clerk is unbeliev-
able. It's election law, it’s 
Fair Political Practices 
Commission, and the 
Voting Right Act,” said 
Jose Jasso, Assistant City 
Manager/City Clerk for 
Rio Vista who is a recent 
past President of the City 
Clerk Association of 
California. “It is an incred-
ible task and involves 
mind-boggling work to get 
that certification and that 
person has to have that in-
depth knowledge. There 
is an unbelievable calen-
dar you have to follow 

with the deadlines for pub-
lishing.” He knows there 
are ʽceremonial positions 
that collect a stipendʼ but 
doesnʼt agree due to that 
knowledge required.

“Thatʼs what scares me 
[for elected clerks] even 
if you are tenacious as all 
get out,” Jasso said. “I get 
the distrust thing for Dixon 
but it scares me when we 
have an elected clerk and 
[the public] is going to 
expect that clerk to go to 
the trainings. I cringe for 
Dixon as we go to work-
shops every year and with 
all the new laws, your head 
can explode. People send 
teams,” he added.

“I lived with the election 
code next to my bed. Iʼve 
woken up in the middle of 
the night sweating because 
Iʼm thinking I didnʼt do a 
notice. There is an incred-
ible sense of responsibility 

that you take. A good clerk 
lives and breathes the job 
with all the deadlines and 
all the facets of the duties."

Fairfieldʼs Deputy City 
Clerk Amber Alexander 
was surprised “Dixon 
was considering going the 
opposite direction of what 
most small cities are going 
to,” she said.

“I do 95% of the work 
and it is important and 
complicated,” she said. 
“Itʼs weird to me. You need 
a qualified person who can 
keep up with the laws. The 
elected clerk determines 
as much or as little as they 
want to do so if she doesnʼt 
want to attend a meet-
ing, technically that would 
fall on me.” Their Deputy 
City Clerkʼs salary starts 
at $87,266. Fairfieldʼs per-
son is not required to be a 
Certified Municipal Clerk 

Continued on page 3

Kula's New Salon 
Offers Self Care 
Bounty
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Thank A Veteran Today

New Year’s Resolution 
to Faithfully Tithe

By Debra Dingman

Iʼve made a New Yearʼs resolution to 
be faithful with my tithing. For those 
who arenʼt church-going, that means a 
regular offering of money to help sup-
port the work of the church. So hold onto 
that thought...

There are stories in every corner of 
every town and inside the heart of every-
one I meet. Well, okay, to be fair, Iʼve 
met a few uninteresting people, but I do 
enjoy interviewing people and learning 
what makes them tick. It is amazing to 
me that when I get into the deep part of 
an interview of why someone is doing 
something extraordinary, there is often 
these words:

“Honestly...” “You may think this is 
crazy but...” and “I believe this is what 
God wants me to do.” This is the moment 
of truth for the journalist. It will tell me 
the inside passion that drives this person 
to do what they are doing or be who they 
are. No matter how great the sacrifice of 
time, money, or talent, and sometimes 
pain, it is why things are getting done by 
pure graciousness of their spirit.

So I wonder where all these people in 
every walk of life with every background 
get the idea that there is a God to believe 
in?

Was it a Sunday School teacher, a ser-
mon by a minister, speech by a faith 
leader, a broadcast, book, or simply from 
a parent? And if it was from a parent, 
how did that parent learn about God?

Generations of ministers across our 
world preach about God and that God is 

real and breathing air into our spirits the 
wonder of love. The fruits of the Spirit 
are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. These provide the moral 
fiber of the nation and in our world. That 
is why Iʼve decided to better support my 
church.

If it werenʼt for a church somewhere 
– providing some mental or physical 
nourishment, or shelter, or inadvertently 
raising up a new faith leader, our country 
would be hopeless.

The ministers I know work hard and 
pray without ceasing. Most would have 
never had much of a family life when 
they first heard their calling if it werenʼt 
for a spouse. My whole life has been bet-
ter because of my faith, and Iʼm grateful 
– especially when I can feel the forgive-
ness part knowing Iʼve made really sad 
mistakes.

The national situation has challenged 
me to the core. I watched the news and 
read where people died. I lost another 
schoolmate to COVID. I am very tired. 
Then, I did another interview with the 
most special people ever who have given 
far more than I could have ever dreamed 
and then that magical sentence was ver-
balized straight from their soul:

“Well, I really believe this is exactly 
what God has called me to do.”

Thinking back over the hundreds of 
interviews where Iʼve heard this and 
think of the magnitude of the work thatʼs 
been done for humankind, my faith – and 
my energy – is refreshed. Thus, now Iʼll 
say it: My tithings gladly go.� H
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Sen. Dodd Introduces  
Wildfire Technology R&D Proposal

By Paul Payne, Office  
of Senator Bill Dodd (D)

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) – 
SEN. BILL DODD, D-Napa, 
announced legislation to 
promote the research and 
development of new tech-
nology to prevent and 
respond to California’s 
ever-increasing wildfires.

“ T h e  e s c a l a t -
i n g  f r e q u e n c y  a n d 
devastation caused by 
wildfires demands that we 
seek out emerging technol-
ogy to address this urgent 
threat,” Sen. Dodd said. 
“My proposal will help 
develop advancements and 
tap innovation from the 
public and private sectors. 
It will allow us to work 
smarter to protect life and 
property.”

Seventeen of the 20 larg-
est wildfires in California 

history have occurred since 
2000, with six of the seven 
largest wildfires occurring 
in 2020 alone. Collectively, 
the fires have claimed hun-
dreds of lives and caused 
tens of billions of dollars in 
damage. Wildfire response 
costs have strained state 
and local finances.

Senate Bill 109, intro-
d u c e d  We d n e s d a y, 
calls for creation of 
the Office of Wildfire 
Technology Research and 
Development under the 
auspices of the California 
Office of Emergency 
Services. It would iden-
tify more effective ways 
to address wildfires, study-
ing, testing and advising 
state and local agencies 
on new tools and tech-
niques to prevent and 
suppress them. It would 
also serve as a central hub 

for promising, new ideas.
Sen. Dodd has been a 

leading advocate for wild-
fire safety during his time 
in the Legislature, writ-
ing more than a dozen new 
laws to improve preven-
tion and response. He has 
been a champion of inno-
vation, authoring the 2019 
bill that established the 
state’s Wildfire Forecast 
and Threat Intelligence 
Integration Center to 
enhance California’s abil-
ity to predict and prepare 
for wildfires.

Senator Bill Dodd rep-
resents the 3rd Senate 
District, which includes 
all or portions of Napa, 
Solano, Yolo, Sonoma, 
C o n t r a  C o s t a ,  a n d 
Sacramento counties. You 
can learn more about the 
district and Senator Dodd 
at www.sen.ca.gov/dodd.�H

“My daughter  has 
a huge heart; both my 
daughters do and Iʼm so 
proud of them,” said Amy 
Ruiz, Doraʼs mother, of 
Petaluma who shared that 
her parents, who were in 
their 60s, helped raise the 
girls most of their young 
life while she and their 
Dad fought substance 
abuse.

“My father didnʼt have 
a childhood due to his 
mother dying when he 
was very young so we 
heard stories all those 
years while we were grow-
ing up and I think that had 
something to do with Dora 
wanting to get involved 
with children,” said Ruiz 
who has gone on a cou-
ple deliveries with her 
daughter and handles the 
donations. “My father was 
really the only father she 
had. Sheʼs always been a 
very sweet person. Dora 
goes that extra mile to help 
a mom and a dad.”

And, the number of 
birthday fairy visits were 
still growing.

“One month, I had 106 
children and I couldnʼt let 
any of the kids and all the 
families down so I asked 
the community for help 

but I didnʼt want anyone 
to think it was a scam so 
I posted photos [and made 
it clear] that I just want to 
know if the community 
was interested in helping,” 
she said. “I had 10 to15 
moms coming over and 
dropping things off. It was 
wonderful!” Her husband 
asked why she wanted to 
do this.

“I want to be the person 
that makes their birth-
day special and I want to 
be the one children talk 
about to their friends,” she 
told him, feeling confi-
dent from work experience 
with autistic children, that 
this was important work 
to help children feel better 
during these tough times. 
Heʼs very supportive now, 
she said, and keeps track 
of her with his GPS when 
sheʼs making a delivery.

Now she does a birth-
day drawing at the first of 
every month and the chil-
dren can watch her live 
feed to see if she draws 
their name. She then sends 
a message to the parents 
to make arrangements for 
delivery. Over the past ten 
months they have reached 
over 500 families, she 
proudly reports.

“Itʼs really great to have 

the community embrace 
something kind of weird 
like this,” she said. “I just 
want to celebrate our chil-
dren and I think weʼve 
had so much sadness this 
year.” One call that stands 
out was a celebration for a 
14-year-old boy.

“I did a scavenger hunt 
all around Dixon for him 
and he had to hunt around 
his favorite shops and 
there was a riddle he had 
to figure out to get to the 
next place. The last stop 
was the ice cream shop,” 
she said. Another boy was 
really into Pokemon and 
she hid them all around 
his front yard so he had to 
find them all to get to his 
basket.

Since she already works 
in the healthcare industry, 
she easily practices all the 
rules for ensuring safety 
during the Coronavirus 
p a n d e m i c  i n c l u d i n g 
wearing gloves as she 
assembles gifts/surprises. 
She has gotten more orga-
nized and orders her trips 
to be most time efficient.

“Lucky for me, Dixon 
isnʼt too big,” she said. 
For more information, see 
the Dixon Birthday Fairy 
on Facebook or call (707) 
679-8058.� H

Birthday Fairy
Continued from page 1
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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - For a regular dose of 
self-care for women, there is much offered 
behind the yellow door that bejewels the one 
block of businesses on West B Street inside 
Kula's Boutique and Tanning.

The door belies the large space featuring 
retail of clothing, jewelry, home interiors 
and gifts leading to the numerous tanning 
or massage rooms and now: a full hair salon 
fashioned in urban-esque design by owner 
Amy Rogers and stylist Michelle Doan.

“Itʼs very important for me to do what 
Iʼm passionate about and [owners] Amy 
and Brian have given me that opportunity 
here,” said Doan who spent the first decade 
of her married life as a full-time home-
maker raising her two children.

Doan had been a stylist at Bʼs Gallery for 
three years and became close friends with 
owner Becky Jacobs before wanting to pur-
sue her career more with skills for eyebrow 
microblading and eyelash extensions. Those 
require a lot of different rules and regulations 
requiring a move from Bʼs, she explained.

“But what I love most is the connection 
I get with my clients,” she said. “That they 
feel confident enough with me to trust me 
and share a personal conversation. Iʼm 38 
years old. Life is short and there is so much 
to be grateful for. During COVID, they let 
me run with getting the [the salon] all set 
up. They were a blessing from God to me.” 
Kulaʼs owners, who had a future goal of 
being a “one-stop-shop,” needed someone 
to help run the shop for them.

“I was caught by Michelleʼs personality 
and her heart, her passion for being a styl-
ist and for her customers, and we’re both 
strong believers. I think that I was so lucky 
to find her. We both have a strong faith and 
I think that is what clicked first for me,” 
said Rogers who learned that Doan had con-
quered many personal struggles but exudes 
positivity and a sense of determination. “We 
both have the same vision,” she said.

Rogers works full time for Sutter Medical 
Center managing a team of 25 employees 
and put herself through school to provide 
better for her and her daughter after a teen 
pregnancy in her early life. Now, she is the 
mother of three daughters including a 3 
and 8-year-old and has a “very supportive” 
husband.

Itʼs understandable that Rogers could 
relate to Doan's drive and ascertain sheʼd be 
great for running the shop. Michelle revealed 
she had been gravely sick as a child and 
spent a lot of time at Oakland's Childrenʼs 
Hospital due to a rare genetic condition 
called Juvenile Polyposis Syndrome.

“Being at Oakland’s Children Hospital 
and seeing kids there – some that actually 
live there – I was able to take that in and 
know the difference,” she said. That real-
ization gave her an attitude of gratitude. “I 

was able to go to school and go outside and 
play and develop my relationship with God 
– that was at a young age and that is a hard 
thing for young people.” Not that life was 
perfectly easy after that.

“I did lose faith –for a minute –and won-
dered why wasnʼt I enough. I had to learn 
that I was enough for myself,” she said. Out 
of three children, Doan is the middle child 
and the only one with the condition. After 
genetic testing, they learned one of her two 
sons has it and must be hospitalized for reg-
ular testing.

“We donʼt know where it came from,”she 
said. “For an adult, [getting scoped] is a 
piece of cake but going through it as a kid, 
it is very traumatizing. I learned that God 
made me a fighter for a reason. Itʼs going 
to take a lot to take me down. I go to coun-
seling once a week and have learned a lot 
about myself. Family is huge to me.”

Going through Cosmetology School dur-
ing a divorce brought her closer to her teen 
sons and now she is developing a rich, com-
municative relationship with her father who 
has Stage 4 Terminal Cancer. She seems to 
find the ʽsilver liningsʼ in each devastating 
crisis.

“My Dad wanted to be my first haircut,” 
she said. A $20 bill is in the frame with her 
business license on the edge of her mirror 
at her styling station. “He made me shave 
his hair off when he first got cancer but his 
hair has grown back because heʼs not doing 
chemo anymore but itʼs different; itʼs wiry 
and curly. He calls me his baby girl and he 
said, ʽMichelley, just cut it however!ʼ “She 
gave him a trimmed down mohawk.

“It was his idea to do the $20 tip in the 
frame and sign it but I wanted to create a 
memory and I wanted that first memory to 
be of my Dad,” she said.

Kulaʼs is still open for retail, sells gift cer-
tificates, and can schedule appointments. 
They are located at 120 West B Street – 
look for the yellow door – and you can call 
(707) 678-2633 for more information. � H
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"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

but is expected to do the program within 
four years from the date of hire.

Her experience has been that most 
elected city clerks think of themselves 
as volunteers so may or may not do all 
the expectations. They are doing it for 
public service, she said. The Fairfield 
stipend is $190 per month and they 
do a lot of signing and paperwork, 
she said.

“An elected City Clerk has to have 
a Deputy City Clerk because someone 
has to do the daily work,” said City of 
Suisunʼs Deputy City Clerk Donna Polk. 
Their elected City Clerk, Anita Skinner 
worked for the city for 40 years and was 
retired but now serves in the official spot 
and receives a $416 monthly stipend.

The other two of the three cities in 
the county that are elected are Benicia 
and Vacaville Beniciaʼs City Clerk is 
elected and receives an annual stipend of 
$11,042 per year or approximately $900 
per month. Lisa Wolfe says she has been 
there for 17 years now and has a ʽcubicleʼ 
in the City Managerʼs office where she 
works five days a week for a few hours 

unless it is a meeting night, then it is lon-
ger. She has a full-time salaried Deputy 
City Clerk who does some city clerk 
responsibilities and also works with the 
City Manager. Wolfe does all the election 
tasks.

Vacavilleʼs City Clerk is elected but is 
more of a ʽceremonial positionʼ with a 
stipend of just $75 a month. In an elected 
position, the internal staff appears to be 
the key to everything.

At the City Council Meeting, 
Councilman Jim Ernest asked if it was 
the same job he had done for six months 
as an interim recently and Manager Jim 
Lindley responded, “It is exactly the 
same job.” Ernest then downplayed the 
duties as being simple and not at all time 
consuming. Apparently that was the 
ʽceremonial versionʼ as then the discus-
sion went into detail about the elected 
duties consisting of everything but milk-
ing a cow and City Attorney White 
estimating the cost of training to be 
about $10,000. In another vote, the sti-
pend was set temporarily at $250. The 
item will return for full adoption at a 
later date. � H

City Council Splits City Clerk Duties
Continued from page 1

Lions Random Act of Kindness
By Scott Smith, Dixon Lions Club

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Lions Club 
recently announced the launch of the third 
annual Dixon Lions Club Random Acts of 
Kindness program.

For over 60 years the Dixon Lions Club 
has served Dixon with donations and vol-
unteering time for those in need, today 
each member will be given $100 to use 
to perform Random Acts of Kindness in 
our community!  The goal of the Random 
Acts of Kindness Program is to give each 
member who has shouldered that respon-
sibility a personal say in how some of 
the money that they have helped raise is 
donated to our community.  This program 
will create our members to ‘do some-
thing nice” during the season of giving 
and sharing.  It is our way of thanking the 
community for supporting our club.  By 
expanding the Club’s sphere of influence 
with this program the Dixon Lions Club 
hopes to help out additional individuals 
that might not otherwise have received 
aid from somewhere else.

The club is currently selling tickets to 
their March 13 BBQ Fundraiser which 
raises funds to support DHS senior schol-
arships!  BBQ Tri Tip, baked beans, 
potato salad & bread for only $15.00 per 
meal!  Contact any Dixon Lions Club 
member for tickets or respond via their 
Facebook page.

Since the club’s chartering in 1954, 
Proceeds from past fundraising events 
have gone to Team Dixon, Dixon Unified 
School District, Dixon Toys for Tots, 
Dixon Schools Athletic Boosters, Dixon 
Relay for Life, Dixon High School 
scholarships, Wreaths Across America, 
Dixon Bids for Kids, Dixon Destination 
Imagination, Dixon Dolphins swim team, 
Dixon youth sports programs, DHS Open 
House, DHS Sober Grad Night, Dixon 
FFA, Dixon Elementary School out-
door education trips & Lions Club vision 
programs.

For more information about the Dixon 
Lions Club; Website: http://e-Clubhouse.
org/sites/DixonCA

Facebook: Dixon Lions Club � H

Water Agency Presents North Bay 
Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project

By Ryan Abussa, Wilson Public Affairs

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Solano 
County Water Agency will be present-
ing a project for addressing local water 
quality issues and wetland restoration 
conflicts at a Public Workshop hosted by 
the California Water Commission.

The North Bay Aqueduct Alternate 
Intake Project is a multi-benefit alter-
native to an existing component of the 
State Water Project (SWP) that provides 
essential drinking water supplies to about 
500,000 people in Solano and Napa 
counties while also serving large indus-
tries that provide job opportunity and 
support economic prosperity. The cur-
rent intake, located in the Cache Slough 
region of the Delta, exhibits the poor-
est water quality of all the SWP facilities 
and is further constrained by Federal and 
State regulatory pumping restrictions put 
in place to reduce impacts to endangered 
Delta and Longfin smelt.

The Cache Slough region has also been 
identified by State and Federal agencies 
as a unique, high-priority area to protect, 
enhance and restore the Delta ecosystem 
to assist in the recovery of endangered 
species through habitat enhancement and 
restoration. The North Bay Aqueduct 
Alternate Intake Project is a critical 
project that will bolster the protection, 
enhancement, and restoration of the Delta 
ecosystem and promote regional water 

supply reliability.
“The alternate intake project will 

provide our region with a sustainable 
solution that strikes a balance between 
the need to provide a reliable water sup-
ply and safe drinking water, protect the 
environment and support a stable econ-
omy in Solano and Napa counties,” said 
Ron Kott, Mayor of Rio Vista and Solano 
County Water Agency Board Chair.

“The alternate intake project is an 
integral component to achieving the 
legal obligations outlined in the Delta 
Reform Act’s co-equal goals of improv-
ing water supply reliability and habitat 
in the Delta,” said Solano County Water 
Agency General Manager Roland 
Sanford. “This project will be a big 
undertaking that will require a collabor-
ative local, state and federal partnership 
to implement - including funding for 
the project. We believe this project is 
paramount to the success of efforts to 
improve regional water supply reliabil-
ity and recover endangered species in the 
Delta. The alternate intake project will 
also protect regional water supplies from 
the effects of sea level rise and other cli-
mate change impacts.”

The workshop is scheduled from 2:30 to 
5 p.m.

Interested parties may register for 
the workshop at zoom.us/meeting/
register/tJctcOispjgoGdZfwSHl8tYudPm-
KjhnjiQow � H

Kula's New Salon Offers Self Care Bounty

Inside Kula's Boutique and Tanning, stylist Michelle Doan gives Hannah Detmers a sassy new 
look at the new addition, Kula's Salon, which brought several new services to the menu of 
the shop.  They will reopen the salon portion soon but the retail portion of the business is still 
open. Photo by Debra Dingman

Michelle Doan-Lavin was more than happy to 
have her Dad, Don Doan, as her first client in 
the new Kula's Salon knowing it would make a 
forever memory. Courtesy Photo
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By Jill Wallace-Cooper, 
Travis Credit Union

VACAVILLE, CA (MPG) - Travis 
Credit Union is pleased 
to announce the appoint-
ment of Michael J. Levy 
in the new role of General 
Counsel. 

Michael has been a 
practicing attorney for 
nearly 30 years, amassing 
a diverse and successful 
portfolio of litigation expe-
rience in a variety of 
disciplines, both in the 
public and private sector, 
and in some of the most 
complex legal  f ields 
including administrative, 
business, environmen-
tal, and constitutional law.  
Michael’s appointment as 
general counsel of TCU 
took effect late in 2020. 

Michael is the prin-
c i p a l  l e g a l  o f f i c e r, 
working closely with the 
executive leadership team 
and providing leadership 

in all matters with legal 
implications, including 
supervision of all litigation, 
guidance on regulatory 
compliance and bringing a 
legal perspective to TCU’s 
strategic vision. 

“We are delighted to 
have Michael on board as 
our new general counsel,” 
said Barry Nelson, pres-
ident and CEO of Travis 
Credit Union. “Michael 
is a strong leader in the 
legal community who has 
a proven heart for ser-
vice. His track record of 
dedication to ethics and 
giving back to his commu-
nity aligns perfectly with 
our philosophy of ‘people 
helping people.’ He brings 
a wealth of knowledge and 
expertise to TCU.”  

M i c h a e l ’s  e x p e r i -
ence includes virtually all 
aspects of government law, 
including regulatory over-
sight, compliance and 15 
years as deputy or gen-
eral counsel for four state 
agencies, most recently at 
the California Department 
of Insurance.   He is an 
active volunteer in the 
legal and local commu-
nity, having served two 
terms as a Supreme Court 
appointee on the State 
Bar Trustees Nominating 
Committee, Chair of the 
Amicus Committee of the 
California Access to Justice 
Commission, president of 
the Sacramento County 
Bar Association, Appellate 
Mediator for the Third 
District Court of Appeal, 
multiple commissions for 

the City of Davis, and vol-
unteer for his daughters’ 
schools, among many other 
roles. 

Michael’s penchant for 
giving back to the com-
munity and striving to 
make our society bet-
ter makes him a powerful 
ally for TCU’s Awesome 
Cause, which is to change 
lives and lift communities 
through financial wellness.  

Michael is recently pub-
lished, having joined the 
author team for the 2020 
Rutter Group publica-
tion of California Practice 
Guide: Administrative 
Law.

Michael  earned an 
LL.M. (cum laude) in 
natural resources and 
environmental law from 
Northwestern  School 
of Law, Lewis & Clark 
College (1998), a J.D. 
from the University of San 
Diego (1991), and an A.B. 
from U.C. Davis (1988).

H e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n 
Vacavil le,  California, 
Travis Credit Union is a 
not-for-profit coopera-
tive financial institution 
serving those who live, 
work, worship, or attend 
school in Alameda, Colusa, 
Contra Costa, Merced, 
Napa, Placer, Sacramento, 
San Joaquin, Solano, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, and 
Yolo Counties. Currently, 
Travis Credit Union is the 
13th largest credit union 
in California with more 
than 214,000 members and 
more than $3.9 billion in 
assets.� H
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California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

Search on for the First 
Bumble Bee of the Year

By Kathy Keatley Garvey, 
UC Davis

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - Be on the 
lookout for the first bumble 
bee of the year in Yolo and 
Solano counties. 

In memory of native pol-
linator specialist Robbin 
T h o r p  ( 1 9 3 3 - 2 0 1 9 ) , 
UC Davis distinguished 
emeritus professor of 
entomology, the Bohart 
Museum of Entomology 
is sponsoring the inaugural 
Robbin Thorp Memorial 
First-Bumble-Bee-of-the-
Year Contest.

Professor Thorp, 85, who 
died June 7, 2019, was a 
global authority on bumble 
bees, and always looked 
forward to seeing the first 
bumble bee of the year.  He 
launched an impromptu 
contest several years ago 
with a small group of 
bumble bee enthusiasts/
photographers from Yolo 
and Solano counties.  

N o w  t h e  B o h a r t 
Museum, where Thorp 
spent much of his time 
identifying bees and help-
ing others, is sponsoring 
the contest. Participants 
are to capture an image of 
a bumble bee in the wild in 
either Yolo or Solano coun-
ties and email the image to 
bmuseum@ucdavis.edu, 
with the details of time, 
date and place. The image 
must be recognizable as a 
bumble bee.  The winner 
receives bragging rights 
and a special gift from the 
Bohart Museum, said Lynn 
Kimsey, director of the 
Bohart and UC Davis pro-
fessor of entomology. Plans 
call for a Bohart coffee mug 
with a bumble bee image.

The first bumble bee to 
emerge in this area is the 
black-tailed bumble bee, 
Bombus melanopygus. 
Native to western North 
America and found from 
California to Bri t ish 
Columbia and as far east as 
Idaho, it forages on man-
zanitas, wild lilacs, wild 
buckwheats, lupines, pen-
stemons, clovers, and 
sages, among others.

T h o r p ,  a  3 0 - y e a r 

member of the UC Davis 
entomology faculty, from 
1964-1994, co-authored 
two  books ,  Bumble 
Bees of North America: 
An Identification Guide 
(Princeton University, 
2014) and California Bees 
and Blooms: A Guide for 
Gardeners and Naturalists 
(Heyday,  2014) .  He 
achieved emeritus status 
in 1994 but continued to 
engage in research, teach-
ing and public service until 
a few weeks before his 
death.

A tireless advocate of 
pollinator species protec-
tion and conservation, he 
was known for his exper-
tise, dedication and passion 
in protecting native polli-
nators, especially bumble 
bees, and for his teach-
ing, research and public 
service. He was an author-
ity on pollination ecology, 
ecology and systematics of 
honey bees, bumble bees, 
vernal pool bees, conser-
vation of bees, native bees 
and crop pollination, and 
bees of urban gardens and 
agricultural landscapes.

Thorp co-taught The 
Bee Course from 2002 to 
2019, an intensive nine-day 
workshop affiliated with 
the American Museum 
of Natural History and 
held annually at  the 
Southwestern Research 
Station, Portal, Ariz.

Kimsey, who first met 
Thorp when she was a grad-
uate student at UC Davis, 
said that although he wasn't 
her major professor, “my 
project was on bees and he 
was incredibly helpful and 
supportive. His enthusiasm 
about pollinators and bees 
in particular actually grew 
after he retired, and he con-
tinued helping students 
and researchers and was 
the backbone of so much 
research. His support and 
kindness was matched by 
his undemanding assistance 
and expertise. What a terri-
ble loss to his family and to 
the research and conserva-
tion communities." 

An authority on the crit-
ically imperiled Franklin's 

bumble bee, Bombus 
franklini  Thorp began 
monitoring the bumble bee 
population in 1998 in its 
narrow distribution range 
of southern Oregon and 
northern California. He 
had not seen it since 2006 
and was instrumental in 
placing Franklin's bum-
ble bee on the Red List of 
Threatened Species of the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources 
(IUCN). Long active in 
the North America IUCN 
Bumblebee Specialist 
Group, Thorp served as its 
regional co-chair, begin-
ning in 2011. 

In August of 2016 a 
documentary crew from 
CNN, headed by John 
Sutter, followed Thorp to 
a meadow where he last 
saw Franklin's bumble 
bee. Sutter wrote about Dr. 
Thorp, then 82, in a piece 
he titled "The Old Man 
and the Bee," a spinoff of 
Ernest Hemingway's "The 
Old Man and the Sea."

Highly honored by his 
peers, Thorp was named 
a fellow of the California 
Academy of Sciences, San 
Francisco in 1986; recipient 
of the Edward A. Dickson 
Emeriti Professorship of 
UC Davis in 2010; and 
recipient of the UC Davis 
Distinguished Emeritus 
Award in 2015. Other hon-
ors included: member of 
the UC Davis Bee Team 
that won the Team Award 
from the Pacific Branch, 
Entomological Society 
of America (PBESA) in 
2013. In addition, he was a 
past president (2010-2011) 
of the Davis Botanical 
Soc ie ty,  and  former 
chair (1992-2011) of the 
Advisory Committee for 
the Jepson Prairie Reserve, 
UC Davis/Natural Reserve 
System. 

UC Davis professor and 
pollination ecologist Neal 
Williams, who organized 
a special symposium in 
Thorp's honor at the 2019 
PBESA meeting in San 
Diego, praised his “tireless 
efforts in research.� H

The late Robbin Thorp, distinguished emeritus professor of entomology. The Bohart Museum of 
Entomology is sponsoring a two-county contest in his memory to find the bumble bee of the 
year in Solano and Yolo Counties. Photo by Kathy Keatley Garvey

Travis Credit Union Announces  
New Appointment of General Counsel

Michael J. Levy is the New 
General Counsel of the Travis 
Credit Union. Photo courtesy of 
Travis Credit Union.

By Monica P. Martinez, 
Office of District Attorney 
County of Solano

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- On January 4, 2021, 
in Department 9 of the 
Solano County Superior 
Court before the Honorable 
C a r l o s  G u t i e r r e z , 
D e f e n d a n t  M a t t h e w 
Scott Jones was held to 
answer on two counts of 
Attempted First Degree 
Murder, Explosion with 
Intent to Murder, Arson 
of an Inhabited Structure, 
three counts of Use of 
an Explosive Device to 
Destroy Property, and 
Possession of a Destructive 
Device in a Public Place. 

On April 27, 2017, at 
approximately 10:00 p.m., 
officers of the Fairfield 
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t 
responded to an apartment 
fire in the City of Fairfield. 
Upon further investigation, 
they determined a home-
made explosive device 

was thrown through the 
window of an occupied 
apartment.  Fortunately, 
both victims were able to 
escape the apartment, how-
ever, the explosive device 
caused substantial damage 
to the apartment. 

A t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
10:32 p.m., officers of the 
Fairfield Police Department 
responded to a report of 
a vehicle fire.  During the 
investigation, the officers 
determined a homemade 
explosive device had been 
thrown through the win-
dow of a parked vehicle.   

On the following morn-
ing, at approximately 
1:00 a.m., there was 
another explosion in front 
of the Fairfield Police 
Department.  During that 
investigation, it was later 
determined that a home-
made explosive device had 
been thrown towards the 
entrance of the Fairfield 
Police Department.  

That same morning at 

approximately 10:00 a.m., 
officers of the Fairfield 
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t 
located a fourth home-
made explosive device 
at the Nexeo Chemical 
Plant.  The Fairfield Police 
Department, with the assis-
tance of Federal Bureau of 
Investigations, were able 
to determine that Matthew 
Scott Jones was responsi-
ble for all four incidents 
and he was subsequently 
arrested. 

Defendant Jones remains 
in custody and is sched-
uled to be arraigned on the 
Information on January 
19, 2021, at 8:30a.m., in 
Department 9. 

Detectives Adam Brunie 
and Kathryn McCormick 
investigated the case.  The 
case is being prosecuted by 
Deputy District Attorneys 
Mary Nguyen and Michelle 
Fraser.  Victim Witness 
Assistant Cynthia Malloy 
provided victim advocacy.
� H

Arraignment Set  
for Matthew Scott Jones
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-002093

The following persons are doing business as: : Brigdette’s Nails & Spa    
173 Leisure Way Vacaville, CA 95687
Brigdette Wilson, 5684 Lewis Road Vacaville, CA 95687
Date Filed in Solano County: November 20, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: Individual
NOTICE: In Accordance with subdivision (a) of section 17920 A Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the 
date on which it was filed in the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of registered owner. A new 
fictitious Business name statement must be filed before the expiration November 20, 2025. The filing of this statement does not itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state or common law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 

business and professions code.)

Publish: January 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2021                                    (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-002179

The following persons are doing business as: : Cooper’s Full-Service Cleaning     
354 Primrose Drive Vacaville, CA 95687
Cooper Established Enterprises, LLC, 354 Primrose Drive Vacaville, CA 95687
Date Filed in Solano County: December 08, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: 1/1/2020
This Business is Conducted by: A Limited Liability Company
NOTICE: In Accordance with subdivision (a) of section 17920 A Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the 
date on which it was filed in the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of registered owner. A new 
fictitious Business name statement must be filed before the expiration December 8, 2025. The filing of this statement does not itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state or common law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 

business and professions code.)

Publish: January 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2021                                  (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2020-002143

The following persons are doing business as: : Abautos     
1060 Grant Street #1-C Benicia, CA 94510
Marley Duewa, 3920 Oakmore Road Oakland, CA 94602
Date Filed in Solano County: December 02, 2020
The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A
This Business is Conducted by: An Individual
NOTICE: In Accordance with subdivision (a) of section 17920 A Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the 
date on which it was filed in the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of registered owner. A new 
fictitious Business name statement must be filed before the expiration December 2, 2025. The filing of this statement does not itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state or common law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 

business and professions code.)

Publish: January 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2021                                      (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)

STATEMENT OF WITHDRAWAL FROM PARTNERSHIP 
OPERATING UNDER FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

FILE NO. 2019002339

The following person(s) has/have withdrawn as a general partner(s) from the partnership 
operating under the fictitious business name of: ELYSIAN HOMES
11 Town Square Place Ste. C Vacaville, CA 95688 Solano County
Audra Blotzer, 5324 Gramercy Circle Fairfield, CA 94533

The Fictitious Business Name was filed in Solano County on December 17, 2019
File # 2019002339
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Solano County on December 31, 2020
Publish: January 15, 22, 29 & February 5, 2021                      (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)

California Company Settles Allegations 
about Use of Facial Recognition

By Juliana Gruenwald, 
Federal Trade Commission

WASHINGTON, DC (MPG) - A California-
based developer of a photo app has settled 
Federal Trade Commission allegations 
that it deceived consumers about its use of 
facial recognition technology and its reten-
tion of the photos and videos of users who 
deactivated their accounts. 

As part of the proposed settlement, 
Everalbum, Inc. must obtain consumers’ 
express consent before using facial rec-
ognition technology on their photos and 
videos. The proposed order also requires 
the company to delete models and algo-
rithms it developed by using the photos 
and videos uploaded by its users.

“Using facial recognition, companies 
can turn photos of your loved ones into 
sensitive biometric data,” Andrew Smith, 
Director of the FTC’s Bureau of Consumer 
Protection, said. “Ensuring that compa-
nies keep their promises to customers about 
how they use and handle biometric data will 
continue to be a high priority for the FTC.”

Everalbum offered an app called “Ever” 
that allowed users to upload photos and 
videos from their mobile devices, com-
puters, or social media accounts to be 
stored and organized using the company’s 
cloud-based storage service. In its com-
plaint, the FTC alleges that, in February 
2017, Everalbum launched a new feature 
in the Ever app, called “Friends,” that used 
facial recognition technology to group 
users’ photos by the faces of the people 
who appear in them and allowed users to 
“tag” people by name. Everalbum alleg-
edly enabled facial recognition by default 
for all mobile app users when it launched 
the Friends feature.

Between July 2018 and April 2019, 
Everalbum allegedly represented that it 
would not apply facial recognition tech-
nology to users’ content unless users 
affirmatively chose to activate the fea-
ture. Although, beginning in May 2018, 
the company allowed some Ever app 
users—those located in Illinois, Texas, 
Washington and the European Union—to 
choose whether to turn on the face recog-
nition feature, it was automatically active 
for all other users until April 2019 and 
could not be turned off.

The FTC’s complaint alleges that 

Everalbum’s application of facial recog-
nition to Ever app users’ photos was not 
limited to providing the Friends feature. 
Between September 2017 and August 
2019, Everalbum combined millions of 
facial images that it extracted from Ever 
users’ photos with facial images that 
Everalbum obtained from publicly avail-
able datasets to create four datasets for 
use in the development of its facial recog-
nition technology. The complaint alleges 
that Everalbum used the facial recognition 
technology resulting from one of those 
datasets to provide the Ever app’s Friends 
feature and also to develop the facial rec-
ognition services sold to its enterprise 
customers; however, the company did not 
share images from Ever users’ photos or 
their photos, videos, or personal informa-
tion with those customers.

According to the complaint, Everalbum 
also promised users that the company 
would delete the photos and videos of Ever 
users who deactivated their accounts. The 
FTC alleges, however, that until at least 
October 2019, Everalbum failed to delete 
the photos or videos of any users who had 
deactivated their accounts and instead 
retained them indefinitely.

The proposed settlement requires 
Everalbum to delete:

The photos and videos of Ever app users 
who deactivated their accounts; All face 
embeddings – data reflecting facial fea-
tures that can be used for facial recognition 
purposes – the company derived from the 
photos of Ever users who did not give their 
express consent to their use; and any facial 
recognition models or algorithms devel-
oped with Ever users’ photos or videos.

In addition, the proposed settlement pro-
hibits Everalbum from misrepresenting 
how it collects, uses, discloses, maintains, 
or deletes personal information, includ-
ing face embeddings created with the use 
of facial recognition technology, as well 
as the extent to which it protects the pri-
vacy and security of personal information 
it collects. Under the proposed settlement, 
if the company markets software to con-
sumers for personal use, it must obtain a 
user’s express consent before using bio-
metric information it collected from the 
user through that software to create face 
embeddings or develop facial recognition 
technology.�  H
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There Are 
Other Ways

Dear Dave,
I really don’t have any 

established credit, because 
I’ve never taken out a loan 
or had a credit card. What 
will happen when I’m 
ready to get a mortgage 
loan and buy a home?

– Jillian
Dear Jillian,
There are basically two 

ways to be in a position to 
get a home loan. One is to 
have credit at lots of places 
and a huge FICO score. 
This is kind of dumb when 
you really think about it, 
but it will get you a mort-
gage loan almost instantly.

When you have no 
credit, a lender has to do 
what’s called a manual 
underwriting. It’s some-
thing lots of banks did 
back in the day, when 
they actually used com-
mon sense when it came to 
making loans.

Fortunately, a few places 
will still work with you in 
this manner. They take a 
look at your work history 
to see if you have a sta-
ble job and a good income. 

They want proof you pay 
your bills on time, too. 
This can be as simple as 
showing them several 
utility bills, rent state-
ments, and other receipts. 
They’re basically looking 
for a long history of proof 
that you honor your finan-
cial commitments.

Remember, buying a 
house with cash is always 
the best way to own a 
home. But I don’t beat 
people up over having a 
mortgage, as long as it’s on 
a 15-year, fixed rate note. 
Do your very best to save 
up for a down payment of 
at least 20 percent, too. 
That way, you’ll avoid the 
added expense of PMI (pri-
vate mortgage insurance).

Great question, Jillian!
– Dave

First, Define 
Long Term

Dear Dave,
What is your advice 

when it comes to investing 
a one-time, lump sum of 
$4,000 for a long period of 
time? I recently received an 
inheritance from an uncle 
who passed away, and I 
want to make the money 
work for me. I’m 33 and 
my home is paid for, plus I 
have no debt and an emer-
gency fund of six months 
of expenses. I am also max-
ing out my 401(k) at work. 
Thank you for your advice.

– Pat
Dear Pat,
I’m sorry to hear about 

your uncle, but I’m sure he 
was proud of the respon-
sible young man you’ve 
become. You’ve made 
some very mature deci-
sions where your finances 
are concerned, and as a 
result you’re at a great 
spot in life.

When it comes to invest-
ing, I consider a “long 
period of time” to be 10 
years or more. If this is 
the case with you, I’d sug-
gest a good mutual fund 
with a solid track record of 
between 15 and 20 years.

I know some folks like 
to take chances and play 
single stocks on a one-time 
investment like this, but I 
don’t think that’s a good 
idea. Single stocks just 
don’t consistently gener-
ate the kinds of returns 
a good mutual fund will 
over time. 

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is a 
seven-time #1 national 
best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and 
host of The Dave Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 
16 million listeners each 
week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, 
CBS This Morning, Today 
Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave 
has helped people regain 
control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.� H

Dave Ramsey Says 

Felony EDD Fraud Charges Filed
By Shelly Orio, 
Office of Sacramento County 
District Attorney 

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - On January 4, 
2021, nine felony counts of EDD fraud 
were filed against Walter Lee Dawson 
in Department 62 of the Sacramento 
Superior Court.

Dawson was arrested on December 
3, 2020, when Sacramento Probation 
Officers and Sheriff’s Deputies con-
ducted a probation compliance search 
and recovered a Glock style pistol with 
no serial number, multiple rounds of 9 
mm ammunition, approximately $58,000 
in cash, approximately 3.8 pounds of 
marijuana, and packaging material con-
sistent with marijuana sales. Dawson 
was arrested and charged with felon 
in possession of a firearm, felon in 
possession of ammunition, and posses-
sion of marijuana for sales charges in 
Sacramento Superior Court case number 
20FE019364.

During the search, nine EDD debit 

cards issued in different names were 
also recovered as were approximately 
20 additional EDD documents in var-
ious people’s names. After Dawson’s 
arrest, a joint investigation by the 
District Attorney, Probation Department, 
Sheriff’s Office, and the California 
Employment Development Department 
Investigations Division revealed that 
approximately $219,000 had been fraud-
ulently acquired by Dawson when he 
obtained the nine EDD cards. Dawson, 
who has prior strike convictions for 
residential burglary and attempted res-
idential burglary, was arraigned today 
on an amended felony complaint that 
added nine felony counts of EDD fraud. 
With the additional charges, Dawson 
faces a maximum sentence of 19 years, 
4 months in state prison.

The Sacramento District Attorney will 
continue to investigate and prosecute 
EDD fraud, which cheats rightful recip-
ients out of much needed assistance and 
costs Californians billions in lost tax 
dollars. � H

Employment Development Department 
Another Name For Titanic Disaster

By Dan Walters 
CALMatters

 
“Rear rang ing  deck 

chairs on the Titanic” is 
an overworked cliché, 
but it certainly applies to 
California’s Employment 
Development Department.

The name itself is a 
farce. There’s no evidence 
that EDD ever devel-
oped any jobs, other than 
employing thousands of 
bureaucrats to pay out 
unemployment insurance 
benefits – and that’s been a 
titanic disaster.

This week, EDD sus-
pended payments to many 
Californians in its latest 
effort to deal with massive 
fraud that erupted when 
Congress pumped many 
billions of dollars into the 
unemployment insurance 
system for workers who 
lost jobs due to COVID-19.

“As part of ongoing 
efforts to fight fraud, EDD 
has suspended payment 
on claims considered high 
risk and is informing those 
affected that their iden-
tity will need to be verified 
starting this week before 
payments can resume,” the 
agency tweeted on Sunday.

The suspensions were 
ordered a few days after 
EDD’s much-criticized 
director, Sharon Hilliard, 
abruptly retired – whether 
voluntarily or otherwise – 
and Gov. Gavin Newsom 
replaced her with veteran 

apparatchik Rita Saenz.
The fraud scandal is 

doubly embarrassing for 
Newsom because the 
agency was already on 
the hot seat for failing to 
deliver timely payments to 
hundreds of thousands of 
legitimate claimants and 
still has a massive backlog 
of unprocessed claims.

The Los Angeles Times, 
in a lengthy examina-
tion of the fraud scandal, 
pointed out that EDD had 
failed to adopt “precau-
tions implemented in other 
states, including using 
sophisticated software 
to identify suspect appli-
cations, keeping Social 
Security numbers out of 
official mail and cross-
checking benefit claims 
against personal data on 
state prison inmates.”

The agency had a con-
tract with a firm, Pondera 
Solutions, that had suc-
cessfully used publicly 
available data to flag poten-
tially fraudulent claims, but 
cancelled it when federal 
funds for the fraud-preven-
tion program expired.

So EDD fell hugely 
behind on legitimate unem-
ployment claims and 
approved billions of dol-
lars in fraudulent claims. 
What else could possibly 
go wrong?

Two years ago, state 
Auditor Elaine Howle 
advised the Legislature that 
EDD was exposing people 
to identity theft by placing 
Social Security numbers on 
mail. The volume of such 
mail has exploded dur-
ing the pandemic but EDD 
ignored the warning and 
“has continued to place 
Californians at risk of iden-
tity theft,” Howle said in a 
recent letter to Newsom.

Finally, the surge of 
unemployment claims has 
created a gigantic debt.

California borrowed 
more than $10 billion 
from the federal govern-
ment to pay benefits during 
the recession that began in 
2007. The feds hiked taxes 
on California employers to 
pay off the debt and by the 
end of 2019, a year of low 
unemployment, the unem-
ployment insurance fund 
had a $3.3 billion balance.

However, during 2020, 
the state paid out more 
than $100 billion in ben-
efits, about a quarter in 
employer-financed regu-
lar benefits and the rest in 
emergency federal aid. The 
state unemployment fund 
was more than $20 bil-
lion in the red at the end of 
2020 and, EDD projects, 
will end 2021 with a neg-
ative balance of nearly $50 
billion.

When state unemploy-
ment funds dry up, benefits 
continue with federal loans 
that states must repay. 
California’s previous $10 
billion debt took years to 
repay, and it now could 
face a $50 billion debt. 
The state may hope for 
loan forgiveness, but if it’s 
not forthcoming, employ-
ers will be saddled with 
new taxes that would make 
recovery from recession 
even more difficult.

If there’s a political price 
to be paid for EDD’s seem-
ingly endless crises, it will 
fall on Newsom, especially 
if a pending recall drive 
places his career on the 
ballot later this year.

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 60 
years, spending all but a few 
of those years working for 
California newspapers. � H Petition to recall Gov. Gavin Newsom attracts 1 million signatures in California 

– Petition needs just 500,000 more signees by mid-March deadline | 08 Jan 2021 | 
A renewed push to recall California Gov. Gavin Newsom has attracted more than 1 
million signatures, with 9 weeks left to collect the remaining 500,000 needed to place 
the measure on the ballot. Overall, the effort needs roughly 1.5 million people to sign 
on by mid-March, which would trigger a mid-year election. “The people are being 
heard loud and clear, and it is not a matter of IF we are going to reach our goal nec-
essary that will trigger a recall election of Newsom, it is just when we cross the finish 
line,” Orrin Heatlie, the Lead Proponent of the official RecallGavin2020.com, said in 
a statement.

Ex-Capitol Police Chief Says Pelosi, McConnell’s Sergeants at Arms Refused 
Security Measures While New Timeline Proves ‘Trump Incitement’ Claims Bogus 
| 11 Jan 2021 | The Washington Post has reported that the outgoing Capitol Police 
Chief, Steve Sund, believes his efforts to secure the premises were undermined by 
a lack of concern from House and Senate security officials who answer directly to 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate leader Mitch McConnell. The National Pulse can 
also report the Washington Post’s timeline proves it was impossible for Trump speech 
attendees to have made it to the Capitol in time for the breach. In addition to the fact 
that Trump openly called for the “cheering on” of Congressman, and “peaceful” pro-
tests, the timeline as established from numerous, establishment media reports simply 
doesn’t stack up.

IT Expert and Global Defense Contractor Testifies in Italian Court That He and 
Others Rigged Machines to Switch Votes to Biden in US Election | 06 Jan 2021 
| An employee of one of the world largest defense contractors, Leonardo SpA, has 
sounded the alarm and provided a shocking deposition detailing his role in the most 
elaborate criminal act affecting a US election. Arturo D’elio outlined the scheme that 
proved successful in using Leonardo computer systems and military satellites located 
in Pescara, Italy. Recent reports of a hack at Leonardo now appear to have been an 
orchestrated cover to mitigate blowback on the corporation which is partially owned 
by the Italian government. A press release by Nations In Action revealed details:

Nations In Action, a government transparency organization, partnered with the 
Institute of Good Governance to thoroughly investigate and research the election irregu-
larities which yielded the long awaited proof that a flawless plot to take down America 
was executed with extraordinary resources and global involvement. Americans and 
elected officials now have proof that the election was indeed stolen. This provides the 
mechanism for each state to recall their slate of electors immediately or face lawsuits 
and request all federal government agencies to lock down all internal communications, 
equipment and documentation from the Rome Embassy. “Make no mistake, this is a 
coup d’etat that we will stop in the name of justice and free and fair elections,” stated 
Maria Strollo Zack, Chairman of Nations In Action.

Rasmussen: Trump’s Approval Rating Rises After DC Protests | 08 Jan 2021 | The 
Rasmussen poll, one of the most accurate polls of the 2020 election, finds President 
Trump’s approval is actually rising after Wednesday’s protests. As Democrats move 
to impeachment and some establishment Republicans call for the 25th Amendment 
to remove Trump, the poll finds 48% approve of the President’s job performance. A 
source close to the polling firm tells Newsmax that the rolling survey saw Trump’s 
approval soar to 51% on Thursday night. Trump’s approval has been up overall, jump-
ing from 45% just before Christmas.

Federal Prosecutor Opens Excessive Force Investigation Into the Death of Ashli 
Babbitt - Report | 09 Jan 2021 | Michael Sherwin, acting U.S. attorney for the District 
of Columbia, said that his office has started a federal, excessive force investigation 
over the shooting and killing of former U.S. Air Force veteran Ashli Babbitt in the 
Capitol on Jan. 6. Sherwin confirmed the investigation with CBS News. His civil 
rights section will lead the prosecution, which is being investigated by D.C. police 
and the FBI.

The Most Definitive Video Yet of Capitol Police Letting the Protesters Enter the 
Building | 08 Jan 2021 | A protester was shot and killed and a Capitol Police officer 
died after protesters at a Trump rally poured into the Capitol Building and became 
violent. Soon thereafter, videos of crowds being allowed in by Capitol Police began 
to appear. Indeed, two reporters from The Washington Examiner spoke with dozens 
of people who said that Capitol Police simply allowed them to come into the Capitol 
Building as they do with visitors. And now there’s a definitive video showing that not 
only were police letting the protesters in, but a phalanx of police watched them let the 
protesters into the building. � H

Veterans Ordered to Clean Up Hall
MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Time to 
roll up your sleeves and 
don your mask as we 
need to give the Dixonʼs 
Memorial Hall another 
clean up, Friday, January 
15, due to an order from 
a Solano County offi-
cial who said it had to 
be done by January 16 or 
else...

Okay, well not exactly. 
But, they did want it 
done by then and as you 
might not know, County 
Veteran Halls are not 
free. The non-profit orga-
nizations are required 
to rent out and maintain 
the building, including 
upkeep, landscaping, and 
paying all of the commer-
cial bills that any typical 

business must pay. That 
would include electric-
ity, water, and garbage 
and with the pandemic 
restrictions shutting down 
the hall, it has not been 
generating any money to 
pay those bills.

The veterans have used 
their savings to stay afloat 
and have cut every cost 
they can but are still lim-
ited in manpower and 
resources for labor and 
landscaping. The hon-
orable World War II, 
Vietnam, Korea or other 
Veterans need the help of 
the strong and able.

“Everybody is wel-
come,” said Wayne 
Holland, Commander of 
American Legion Post 
208. “The green dump-
ster will be there at 7 am 

and a couple bikers group 
are volunteering and a 
landscaping company is 
coming out to help with 
the side yard.” They are 
inviting service clubs 
to claim their service 
hours with the effort and 
Kiwanis Club of Dixon is 
one that has already con-
firmed assistance.

T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o 
be  Ve te r an  R ide r s 
Motorcycle Club support 
gear on hand for sale and, 
of course, any donations 
to keeping the Dixon hall 
afloat will be appreciated 
as well.

The Veterans Memorial 
Hall is located at 1305 
North First Street in 
Dixon. For more infor-
mation, call Holland at 
(707) 301-0941. � H
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School Squad
by Eileen Moskowitz-

Palma; RP Kids
The second book in the 

Popularity Pack series, 
School Squad returns right 
where Camp Clique left 
off. Now that Maisy is 
finally in with the popu-
lar girls, it’s time for her to 
keep up her end of the deal 
and help Bea get in too. 
But will everything turn 
out as planned once Bea 
makes it in, or is every-
thing headed for disaster?

In a story that explores 
popularity and sacrifice 
at any cost, two friends 
will explore the meaning 
of true friendship and the 
price some will pay for 
the illusion of popularity. 
Eileen Moskowitz-Palma 
understands the multi-
tude of emotions that 
surface during the mid-
dle school years; knowing 
that one problem always 
leads to a snowball effect. 
Moskowitz-Palma intro-
duces two friends that 
need to conquer school 
problems while simultane-
ously dealing with real-life 
issues at home. The relat-
ability and honesty behind 

these characters make this 
a great coming-of-age read.

The Thirteenth Fairy: 
Never After 

by Melissa De LA Cruz; 
Roaring Book Press

What would you do if 
your favorite fairytale char-
acter came to life? This is 
exactly what happens to 
Filomena, and it’s not just 
her favorite character Jack. 
Jack insists that the sto-
ries she has been reading 
are real, and the Kingdom 
of Never After needs her 
help. Whisked into a world 
that she thought was make-
believe, Filomena must fight 
an evil queen and her army 
to help save the Kingdom 
she knows and loves.

Readers will fall for this 
wonderful, adventurous tale 
of fairytales coming to life. 
Melissa De La Cruz knows 
how to deliver a story that 
instantly enchants her read-
ers, providing a magical take 
that the whole family can get 
into. A story filled with prin-
cesses, fairies, sorcerers, and 
evil slayers, everyone will 
want to discover the truth of 
the Thirteenth Fairy and help 
Filomena save the Kingdom.

The Beast and Bethany 
by Jack Meggitt-Phillips; 

Aladdin
Ebenezer Tweezer has a 

secret, he is precisely 511 
years old, and he has a Beast 
that lives in his basement. 
Not, just a regular kind 
of beast, a beast who pro-
duces presents and magical 
potions after Ebenezer feeds 
him. But, after so many 
years, the beast has grown 
restless, and he is tired of 
the occasional meal of small 
pets, or prickly cactus’, 
and now he has his sights 
set on a child. Good thing 
there is a perfect, insuffer-
able child at the Institute 
for Gentlemanly Boys and 
Ladylike Ladies. Bethany, 
who is anything but lady-
like, fills her days with 
pranks and mischief, but as 
Ebenezer begins to befriend 
this little girl, things start to 
change. Will he be able to 
feed her to his beast?

Get lost in the hilarious 
and heartwarming story 
of, The Beast and Bethany. 
With all the mischief that 
will leave readers rolling on 
the ground in laughter and 
just enough sentiment to 
keep them hooked to the 
very end.� H

“MR. MAYOR” AT LEAST FUNNIER THAN 
WHAT HAPPENS IN L.A.

Riley ReviewsFOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbook

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

Middle-Grade Reads to Get Excited About
Back-to-school reading has never looked so fun. With virtual classrooms still going 

strong, the need for adventurous, fun reads is even more important.

A TV Review by Tim Riley

“MR. MAYOR” ON NBC
The tag line for the new NBC comedy 

series “Mr. Mayor” is “L.A. called. Neil 
answered.” Neil would be Ted Danson’s 
Neil Bremer, a retired billboard mogul 
who runs for mayor of Los Angeles to 
prove he’s “still got it.”

Back in 1993, voters in the City of Los 
Angeles did, in fact, elect businessman 
Richard Riordan as its leader, though it 
seems he did not have much to prove with 
a successful career that included a part-
nership in a top law firm and ownership of 
a popular downtown eatery.

As things stand right now in 
California’s largest city, it seems incom-
prehensible that anyone would want the 
task of being mayor. For one thing, the 
current occupant of the post is under 
attack for a homeless population that was 
growing exponentially even before the 
pandemic.

The NBC press notes describes Los 
Angeles as America’s “second weird-
est city.” That may be true but it begs 
the question of what city is the weirdest. 
Could it be Portland, Oregon, where the 
designation seems most likely appropri-
ate? Or is San Francisco in the running?

All that matters is whether “Mr. Mayor” 
might be worth watching. There’s poten-
tial for optimism for a sitcom that has 
been shaped by the same creative forces 
of Tina Fey and Robert Carlock that 
brought the surreal humor of “30 Rock” to 
prominence on the NBC schedule.

Voter turnout in city elections is already 
low, so when the current mayor announces 
his resignation because he was broken by 
the year 2020 due to the pandemic and 
supposedly murder hornets, among other 
things, a special election draws Bremer 
into the race.

A mayoral aide lets it be known that 
Bremer is not qualified for the office 
and yet won 68 percent of the vote of 
the 8 percent of voters who bothered 
to show up when the competition con-
sisted of a libertarian porn star and Gary 
Coleman’s ghost.

That Bremer’s opponents were gadflies 
is a bit of humor that jogs one’s memory 
of candidates during the 2003 Grey Davis 
gubernatorial recall election in which 
Arnold Schwarzenegger emerged victori-
ous. How many people will remember or 
catch that particular joke?

What propelled Bremer into the politi-
cal arena was no high-minded purpose of 
crafting public policy and solutions, but 
rather to prove his worth to his politically 
engaged teenage daughter Orly|(Kyla 
Kennedy).

Within moments of taking office, 
Bremer bumbles his way through 

advocating a ban on plastic straws to 
the chagrin of his daughter only because 
she’s running for sophomore class presi-
dent on the same issue and feels co-opted 
by her father’s action.

A television screen captures a clip from 
the mayor’s press conference which notes 
his openness to the idea of a robot police 
force. Apparently, potential initiatives 
will be randomly tossed out and almost 
immediately forgotten.

Bremer’s campaign manager and social 
influencer Mikaela Shaw (Vella Lovell) 
comes on board as the “first woman of 
color without a master’s degree to be 
chief of staff,” and yet wonders how she 
can work for a politician who thinks Santa 
Monica is part of the City of Los Angeles.

A more eccentric member of the may-
or’s staff is the awkward Jayden Kwapis 
(Bobby Moynihan), the holdover commu-
nications director who wears prescription 
flip-flops for his “podiatric claustropho-
bia” condition.

Meanwhile, Mikaela and the may-
or’s strategist Tommy Tomas (Mike 
Cabellon), more of a bureaucratic func-
tionary whose role remains mostly 
undefined, think it best to keep the odd-
ball Jayden on staff as the person to 
throw under the bus when it becomes 
convenient.

Bremer’s primary nemesis is veteran 
council member Arpi Meskimen (Holly 
Hunter), a caricature of an agenda-driven 
progressive, who quickly attacks the 
mayor’s straw ban as an attack on dis-
abled persons.

In a Machiavellian move, Bremer, who 
at first eschewed having any deputy may-
ors, brings Arpi into his inner circle in 
that position on the timeworn concept of 
“keep your enemies closer.”

Will this arrangement work? Arpi is 
definitely out in left field. She takes the 
stance that it is cultural appropriation to 
call coyotes anything other than “mini 
wolves” who should also get government 
funded birth control.

As Bremer gets dragged around town by 
his staff, the mayor soon realizes that his 
job is “90% photo ops and animal funer-
als” and he proves clueless and widely 
inept even in ceremonial situations.

After visiting a weed dispensary 
where he ingests proffered edible prod-
ucts, the mayor becomes so increasingly 
loopy on his city tour that he knocks out 
the beloved mascot for the Los Angeles 
Kings hockey team.

With only two episodes offered for crit-
ical judgment, “Mr. Mayor” is congenial 
and amusing enough as a conventional

sitcom with its political issues tending 
so far to innocuous topics and that may be 
a good thing after a contentious election 
year. � H

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG

Friday, January 8, 2021
0945 – Vehicle towed for expired registration at North Jefferson and West E Streets. 
1456 – Allen Epperson of Dixon (33) was arrested for outstanding warrants and possession of a dirk. 
1922 – A proactive enforcement stop in the 900 block of North Adams Street resulted in the arrest of Jose 
Anaya Jr. (10/13/1987) for misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia and three outstanding bench 
warrants.  He was transported and booked into the Solano County Jail without incident.
2144 – A proactive enforcement stop in the 800 block of North Adams Street resulted in the arrest of 
Josef Lee Pratt (12/9/1994) for Possession of drug paraphernalia, a local bench warrant and for violating 
the terms of his probation.  He was transported and booked into the Solano County Jail without incident.
Saturday, January 9, 2021
0027 –  A proactive enforcement stop in the area of North First Street and Dorset Drive resulted in the 
arrest of Roger James Coulter (11/16/2002) of Dixon for Misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of methamphetamine.  He was transported and booked into the Solano County Jail 
without incident.  
0752 – Vandalism reported in the 300 block of South 2nd Street. 
1112 – Traffic enforcement stop in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue. Abraham Mason (21), of Fairfield, 
was arrested for an outstanding warrant out of Solano County for Failure to Appear. He was transported 
to the Solano County Jail. 
1242 – Fraud reported in the 1400 block of Ary Lane. Brendon Caldas (31), of Davis, was contacted and 
arrested for Conspiracy, Larceny, Probation Violation, Unlawful Use of Access Card, a warrant out of Davis 
for Failure to Appear, and a warrant out of Woodland for Probation Violation. Chelsea Langley (27) of 
Davis, was also contacted and arrested for Conspiracy, Larceny, Unlawful Use of Access Card, Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, and Violation of Parole. They were both transported to the Solano County Jail.  
2111 – A proactive enforcement stop in the 400 block of Adams Street resulted in the arrest of Ismael 
Estrada (2/25/76) of Dixon for misdemeanor of drug paraphernalia, and Edgar Bojorquez-Gastelum 
(1/10/1987) of Dixon for having four local no-cite misdemeanor warrants.  Estrada was booked into the 
Solano County Jail, while Bojorquez-Gastelum was cited and released from the Dixon Police Department.
Sunday, January 10, 2021
0621 – Lost property reported in the 1300 block of Weyand Way. 
1116 – Domestic dispute in the 500 block of West Creekside Circle.  
1124 – Vehicle burglary reported in the 500 block of Fountain Way.  
1332 – Theft from a vehicle in the 1400 block of Reed Drive. 
1501 – Drunk driver reported in the 300 block of North Almond Street. Kathleen Harper (28), of Roseville, 
was arrested for Driving Under the Influence and Driving Under the Influence with a BAC of .08 or Greater. 
She was transported to the Solano County Jail.  
1815 – Vandalism to a vehicle reported in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive.
1930 – Vehicle burglary reported in the 600 block of Hansen Court.
Monday, January 11, 2021
0958 – Vehicle burglary reported in the 600 block of Hansen Court. 
1347 – Lost property reported in the 600 block of Schooner Ridge Drive.
2032 – Child abuse report taken at the PD.

New Mayor to Speak at Dixon 
Women’s Improvement Club

By Loran Hoffman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Club President, Jewel 
Fink, announced that Steve Bird, newly 
elected Dixon Mayor, will be speak-
ing to members of the Dixon Women’s 
Improvement Club on Wednesday, January 
20, on their monthly ZOOM call. Mayor 
Bird will offer information on current and 
future city projects along with an update 
on the impact of COVID-19 restric-
tions on Dixon’s economy. Time will also 
be allowed for questions following his 
presentation.

Panda Express hosted a success-
ful fundraiser for the Dixon Women’s 
Improvement Club last Wednesday by 
donating 20 percent of their sales for the 
entire day to the club. Guests only had to 
show a flyer when paying for their meal 
for the club to receive the credit. We appre-
ciate the generosity of this local small 
business in supporting community efforts.

The annual Scholarship Fundraising 
Dinner will be held on Monday, February 
15, from 4:30-8 p.m. Bud’s Pub & 
Restaurant will be providing the great food 
as usual, entrée choices of steak, prime 
rib, salmon, chicken dish, or pasta, how-
ever, guests will be driving through to 
pick up their meal. Tickets are $25 each 
and include an entrée, house salad, pota-
toes, vegetable, and bread. Ticket holders 
can order their dinner from Bud’s after 4 
pm and pick it up at a designated time. 
Women’s Improvement Club members are 
offering delivery service as well! If you 
would like tickets or more information, 
please text/call Loran Hoffmann at (707) 
372-7094 or President, Jewel Fink at (510) 
301-1887.

If you would like to learn more about 
the Dixon Women’s Improvement Club 
or participate in a ZOOM meeting, please 
contact membership chair, Mary Kay 
Callaway at (916) 541-0417. � H
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Crossword Puzzle on Page 8 STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • FAMOUS DUOS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. *Timothy Q. Mouse’s 
friend, in Disney classic
6. River in Germany
9. Bridle parts
13. Whatsoever
14. Like tuna tartare
15. Forearm bones
16. Plural of #3 Down
17. Hardware store
18. “Gladiator” setting
19. *Ferb Fletcher’s 
stepbrother
21. *Mr. White’s unfortunate 
student
23. Welcome spot for weary 
traveler
24. It shall, for short
25. Cul de ____
28. Young herring
30. Dieter’s cuisine, for short
35. Gator’s cousin
37. French “place”
39. Chunk of iceberg
40. St. Louis monument
41. Like new TV set
43. Front of ship
44. Singular of loci
46. Additional
47. Reality TV’s Spelling
48. *Assistant to regional 
manager Michael Scott
50. Missing a limb
52. More, in Madrid
53. Like acne-prone skin
55. Pimple fluid
57. *Shirley’s roommate and 
fellow bottle-capper
61. *Rory Gilmore’s mom
65. Make an effort
66. Legal org.
68. Long stories
69. Scottish valleys
70. Doctor Dolittle, e.g.
71. *One of The Carpenters 
duo
72. Bone-dry
73. Opposite of WSW
74. Red or orange 
announcement

DOWN
1. Slightly wet
2. *Malone and Stockton of the 
____ Jazz
3. Skirt length
4. Shrovetide dish
5. *Mary-Kate and Ashley
6. Geologists’ studies
7. *____ and cheese
8. Moved under the rug
9. “All ____, no bite”
10. Footnote word
11. *Amy Poehler’s comedic partner
12. Welsh alternative to Siobhán
15. Was almost out of gas, e.g.
20. Source of indigo dye, pl.
22. “____ Be Home For Christmas”
24. In the best possible way
25. Coffee burn, e.g.
26. *Bow and ____
27. Spherical bacteria
29. *Corona’s main squeeze?
31. What willow did
32. Read-only chip
33. Greek bazaar
34. *Clark’s fellow traveler
36. College party chant
38. Celestial bear
42. Dancer’s beat
45. Daisy dukes, e.g.
49. “Wizard of Oz” man
51. Archimedes’ exclamation

54. Furlough
56. Flower part
57. Frog delicacy
58. Wheel shaft
59. Swerve
60. European sea eagle
61. *David and Paul on the “____ 
Show”
62. Italian currency, pl.
63. Maple genus
64. Negative contraction
67. *Jerry’s fellow treat-maker

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 8
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We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing
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Tax Services Work Wanted

          M P G  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Messenger Publishing Group
Call to Advertise Here 916 773-1111

Real Estate

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home!  Set an appt today!  
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - any-
where - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No up-
front fees to enroll. A+ BBB rat-
ed. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. Call 
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)  (Cal-SCAN

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call now! 
1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental 
Insurance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

Will juice in your home for you. 
Have juicer will travel. Used 
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfi led tax 
returns, payroll issues, & re-
solve tax debt FAST. Call 
1-855-970-2032 (CalSCAN)

I do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. Window 
washing. Natural Health Education. 
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-20) 

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for resto-
ration by hobbyist 1948-
1973 Only. Any condi-
tion, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscheres tora t ion@
yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous

Local Classified

Insurance/Health

Financial Services

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

Wanted- Autos

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

NOW HIRING
Join our team at Wienerschnitzel.

2500 W. A Street, Dixon CA 95620

We are hiring counter help/cashier, cook, 
accepting applications from fantastic people. 

Flexible hours, growth opportunities, and schol-
arships available. Please call or text Bal Soin 
916 519-2836 or Rekah Soin 916 753-6977

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-400-
6985 www.dental50plus.
com/mpgn #6258

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION! Your 
donation helps educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RE-
SPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION 1-844-922-4249

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at 
all major secular & special-
ty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your 
FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-877-330-3936

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation 

Experts
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-372-0408

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-888-534-1146

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 877-631-2596

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses.Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 866-661-0708 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/mpgn

Applying for Social Secu-
rity Disability or Appeal-
ing a Denied Claim? Call 
Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify 
the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 
1-888-570-0881 FREE 
Consultation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washing-
ton DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attorney Advertising

Abused by Clergy 
in California?

Theodore 
Llanos

Larry 
Lovell

Denis 
Lyons

John 
Lenihan

Donald J. 
McGuire

Titian Jim 
Miani

Emmanuel 
Omemaga

If you have information regarding alleged abuse or 
its cover-up involving these men, ACT NOW.

12011 San Vicente Blvd, Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90049

1-800-ITS-TIMETM

Contact us confidentially

Joseph D. 
Pina

AndersonAdvocates.com
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S. Todd Comm, DDS
Allison N. Craig, DDS

General Dentistry
Monday - Thursday

Evening  Appointments Available

1300 N. Lincoln St. • Ste. A • Dixon
707.678.9296

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

DENTISTRY

MEDICAL SERVICES

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

(530) 662-0295
1122 Pendegast Street • Woodland

culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES

jakesplumbingandrooter.com
707-249-6159

Lic. #913295

Energy Efficient Tankless 
Water Heaters

Water Treatment Units

• Water Heaters
• Remodels
• General Plumbing
• Emergency Repairs

Discounts for Military & Seniors

PLUMBING

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

 Lic #825681

GREG’S ROTOTILLING
AND LANDSCAPING 

All Phases of Landscape, Construction & Repair

Small Tractor Work | Grading | Mowing

(707) 480-3809

Since 1986

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

TO ADVERTISE WITH

THE DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
CALL 916-773-1111

WEEKLY COMICS



10 • JANUARY 15, 2021	 Dixon Independent Voice

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter
LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-957-0822

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338  
License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ 
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# 
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# 
PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-297-3873

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 


