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The Dixon City Council race is full-fledged with campaign signs covering the corner of Pitt School and A Streets as well as
dotting the yards throughout Dixon. Photo by Debra Dingman

MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Per campaign
finance laws, Campaign Disclosure
Statements include all of a can-
didate’s monetary receipts and
expenditures. State law requires that
they be filed publicly, and are thus
available for inspection through the
City of Dixon.

Eighteen months before this year's
elections, Councilman Steve Bird
announced his campaign for Mayor
so got a jump on campaign fundrais-
ing with a reported $12,768 received
from July 1 to December 31, 2019.

A handful of local residents con-
tributed nearly $1,000 of that with
Developer Clifton Taylor donating
$500 and his company in Roseville
donating another $500. Similarly,
$500 was donated from Emerald Site
Services with an additional $1,000
from two individuals connected to
that company.

Other contributors were other con-
struction-related companies each

giving $500: Al's Land Clearing Inc.;
Marques Pipeline, Inc.; Marques
Jaeger Equipment Co.; Coastline
Water Resources; Minturn &
Associates Management Services
(now closed); Stevenson Supply
Tractor; Kleary Masonry, Inc.; and
Hemington Landscape Services.
Kevin Johnson, the sole coun-
cil candidate for District 3, donated
$500 and Endicott Communications
donated $250.

For the campaign report January 1
through June 30, 2020, Bird reported
$1,898 in contributions received and
$2,964 in expenditures.

The contributions included $1,500
from Recology, Inc. Political Action
Committee #921099 and $200 from
Solano County Supervisor James
Spering. He also had $198 in unitem-
ized contributions.

His expenses included $125 for
support of County Supervisors
Solano County Campaign of $125
and $250 for a Solano County
Republican Central Committee

political fundraiser.

Councilman Devon Minnema who
is also running for Mayor disclosed a
total of $3,900 contributions includ-
ing a donation to his own campaign
for $1,650. Debra Dingman* and
Doug Beasley donated $500 each.
There were three individuals who
donated $250 each and five who
donated $100 each. Minnema had a
$2,500 expenditure to McShane LLC
for polling and survey research and
$131 for office supplies.

(*Publisher's Note: Dingman was
not employed by the DIV at that time.)

The next reporting cycle started
July 1 and ended September 19 with
Bird continuing to receive support
from development-related companies
including two $500 contributions
from a sales engineer for Sentech
Measurements, Inc. and O L West
Management Company. His total
income was $1,100.

His expenses were for filing fees,
the Cops Voter Guide, signs, office

Continued on page 2

The Logic Behind Repealing
The Water Rate Increase, Dixon's Measure S

Commentary
by Michael Ceremello

After the many dis-
cussions I’ve had with
city water system rate-
payers, it’s become
increasingly apparent that
the overwhelming major-
ity of ratepayers want
the city water system to
be properly operated and
maintained, yet there is
absolutely no faith that
the Council or city staff is
even slightly interested in
competently doing so. The
fact is that the Council
has imposed huge, ham-
fisted and horribly timed
water rate increases in
the almost total absence
of properly detailed engi-
neering information about
the actual condition of the
city water system.

All during the rate set-
ting process, the Council
consistently ignored
important questions and
suggestions from ratepay-
ers, together with advice
from water professionals

living in the city. Instead
they chose to rely on
“cherry picked” points
from a consultant’s report
which were then enhanced
by a rate increase consul-
tant’s firm.

Why did the city not
hire consultants from
companies in the well
drilling or well mainte-
nance industry to verify
their consultant’s con-
tentions? Why has the
city steadfastly refused to
eliminate or significantly
reduce energy costs by
exploring options for solar
with the attendant grants
which are available?

Major examples of the
Council’s and staff’s glar-
ing lack of consideration
and competency include
the following:

During neighborhood
meetings held by coun-
cilmen Peterson and Bird
prior to 2018, a ratepayer
pointed out a multi-mil-
lion dollar discrepancy
between what the Council
was telling ratepayers and

what the graph used to
justify the rate increase
depicted. Jim Ernest, who
was not a councilman
at that time, to his credit
acknowledged the prob-
lem after it was pointed
out, yet no explanation
or correction was ever
provided.

In the same neigh-
borhood meetings,
numerous ratepayers
expressed varying con-
cerns about the basis
of the rate increase and
its impacts. Ratepayer
comments, such as the
need for the city’s man-
agement of the water
system to undergo an
audit/peer review were
never documented and
many questions, includ-
ing important fiscal and
engineering issues, went
completely unanswered
and have to this date been
ignored.

The consultant report
that the Council has
repeatedly touted as jus-
tification for replacing

major components of the
city’s water system is
almost completely devoid
of adequately detailed
engineering inspections.
It is primarily founded
on a surficial review of
the water system and its
components. Detailed
engineering inspections
of all major components
of the city water sys-
tem are necessary for
determining their actual
condition, and for deter-
mining whether repair or
replacement efforts are
necessary. NOWHERE in
this report is there ANY
evidence or statement that
the city water system is in
imminent danger of cat-
astrophic failure as has
been alluded to by some
council members.

The Solano County
Taxpayers Association
(SCTA) provided a letter
to the city council asking
the city to provide proper
justification for replac-
ing some of the city’s

Continued on page 3

Chamber
Seeks Board
Nominations

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Not only
does the Dixon Chamber
of Commerce have a new
President/CEQ, it will soon
have five new Board of
Directors as well. Shauna
Manina, recently hired
President/CEQ, announced
the organization is seeking
nominations for the Board
of Directors 2021.

The Dixon District
Chamber of Commerce
was formed in 1909 and is
a group of dedicated busi-
ness leaders and volunteers
who actively work together
to advocate for the town
and local businesses.

Each Chamber member
may nominate up to five
individuals to be turned in
by October 12. The nom-
inees must have been a
member in good stand-
ing for at least one year
and be willing to accept
the responsibility of being
a member of the Board of
Directors.

A Board member who
has served for two con-
secutive three-year terms
is not eligible for elec-
tion to a third consecutive
term. In addition, no more
than two persons from the
same business can serve on
the Board of Directors at
any one time. Serving on
the Board is a way to help
make decisions on behalf
of the 200 dues-paying
business members.

The departing Board
members are Bert Gaulke,
retired veteran who
served as Immediate
Past President and Jack
Caldwell of California
Water. All nomination
forms must be received by
the Chamber of Commerce
no later than 5 pm on
Monday, October 12.
Nomination forms must be
signed and dated. They can
be scanned and emailed,
faxed, or dropped off at the
Chamber office, 220 North
Jefferson Street or mailed
to P. O. Box 159 in Dixon.

Nominees will be noti-
fied by November 2, then
there will be an email vote
with ballots returned by
November 9, by the close
of the business day.

Board meetings are
on the second Tuesday
of each month at 11:30
at the Chamber office.
Attendance is expected
at those and at Chamber
functions. Manina is
considering doing an orien-
tation/interview to ensure
the newly elected accept
responsibility and under-
stand protocol.

“We are going to start
our committees back up
this next year and add a
couple new ones. Board
members will be encour-
aged to be as active as
possible in the committees
and events,” she said.

The Chamber promotes
and sponsors many annual
community activities like

Continued on page 8
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By Debra Dingman

Motorcycle Memory

It was great to visit my
Dad in Oregon this past
week as he recovers from
a heart attack and sev-
eral mini-strokes. We
were sitting in the living
room going through old
and new photos when he
started reminiscing about
the home where we grew
up in Tracy.

“Do you remember
the pigeon-house in the
backyard,” he asked. I
remembered it mostly and
asked him if we ever put
pigeons in there which he
replied no. Then he started
talking about some of the
wonderful fun we had in
that backyard and started
describing the yard.
Then looking at me slyly,
he said, “And it had an
incinerator.”

I had already started
watching him out of the
corner of my eye because
there is one really pro-
found memory I have of
that backyard and I was
waiting to see if he was
going to remember it. At
that moment, we both
burst out laughing because
then I knew exactly why
he had recalled it.

Dad had taught us how
to ride motorcycles in
that backyard including
my two younger brothers
who had managed to learn
quicker and maneuver the
bike in circles around and
around. But, I didn’t.

As 1 started into the
turn, I rotated my wrist
which increased the throt-
tle which sped me up and
I panicked because it was
too fast. I quickly straight-
ened the handlebars but
straight ahead was the
fence so then I turned
the handle back into the
curve. The motorcycle
raced me around the curve
and straight into the incin-
erator, a.k.a. burn barrel.

Ashes went everywhere
as the front tire tore right
into the dilapidated metal
and it’s a miracle I didn’t
get injured. After Dad
lifted me out of what was
left of the incinerator, I

10

Traveling in Circles

It

Miles and miles of beautiful coastal roads were part of the
scenes on the way to see my Dad in Coos Bay. Unfortunately,
I missed meeting the Editor of the Ferndale Enterprise
but | loved the upside down typewriter planter idea.

Photo by unspecified handsome man.

wanted to cry but was in
shock, I think. My ego,
even at that preteen age,
was more bruised. Of
course, all the kids started
roaring with laughter and
so I had too also.

“You don’t have mem-
ory loss at all, Dad. I
think you’re fooling us!”
I teased. Maybe he can’t
remember what he had
for breakfast but the truly
valuable things, he does.

Ferndale Enterprise

Several months ago I
read an article about the
142-year-old Ferndale
Enterprise, a weekly
California newspa-
per, and the woman who
saved it from closing. I’'m
sure you’ve read about
Ferndale as it is the small
town (only 1,500 approx.
population) that has all
these beautifully restored
Victorian homes. Since
we were driving to Coos
Bay on the Oregon Coast,
I wanted to include this as
a stop.

The first hint of many-
things-go-wrong was
when we checked into
the beautifully restored
Victorian Inn and being
directed to find our room
a half block down the
street in a single-story
bungalow with no air
conditioning and a broken
fan all on the one day it
was setting a record high
for the local temperatures.

We decided it was our
own fault for trusting the
pictures online and too
tired to make a fuss so we
strolled downtown with
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Pixon Churches Invitg
You To Worship

bl

Our sermon topic this week will be as follows:
“Becoming a Peacemaker”
Matthew 5:9
Sunday - Bible Study 9:00 am « Worship 10:30 am

Small Groups meet throughout the week.
Tuesday Children’s Adventure Bay - 6:30 pm

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Sheila Dybdahl - Children’s Minister

185 W. Cherry St. * Dixon * 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

~7 (/)
@ Kf/ eter

Fr. Hector Monotya
Pastor

Deacons
Daniel Blanton, John Fio

Mass Schedule
Saturday
7:30 pm Spanish
Sunday
8:30 am and 10 am English
6:30 am and 7:30 pm Spanish
Weekday Masses
M-T-F 8:00 am English
T, TH 8:00 am Spanish and Friday 7:30 pm
First Saturday
First Saturday Bilingual Mass at 8:00 am

Confessions
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Youth & Teen Groups
Bible Study
Religious Education

Holy Sacraments
Please call the office for more info.

www.StPetersChurchDixon.com

Every First Friday of the month, Adoration from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm
and Bilingual Mass at 7:00 pm

105 South 2nd St., Dixon - 707-678-9424

One Church, 221,055 Locations. Join us this Sunday!

our masks to find a place
to eat. We found three
places open and decided
we’d patronize the fan-
cier one for dinner and
eat at the nice Mexican
Restaurant across the
way. I was very hungry
for lettuce so ordered a
Taco Salad that came with
a tiny sprinkling of lettuce
on a large tortilla filled
with beans and rice and
steak that was rubbery.
I took off all the meat
because David thought it
was good and so I gave it
to him and after eating the
sprinkle of lettuce, I had
only a few more bites of
the rest.

Despite that I had
emailed and called leav-
ing messages for the
newspaper editor the
week before we left, there
was never a response.
Maybe she was on vaca-
tion. We walked around
the corner to the news-
paper office and took
pictures to record my
effort. I did like the
upside down typewriter
made into a wall planter.
That was the closest I got
to meeting one impressive
editor (or not.)

We enjoyed touring
around the old and beau-
tifully painted homes and
being amazed at their
ornamental details. I also
enjoyed the art galleries
where I met an artist who
knew the Gnos family
here in Dixon. That was a
pleasant surprise!

Later we strolled out
for the nicer restaurant
only to find it closed. No
sign. No reason. No peo-
ple inside. These are the
days of COVID so who
knows anything but a sign
would have been nice.

We walked back to the
Victorian Inn Restaurant
knowing it was going to
be even pricier but how
often do we get away,
we reasoned. There were
only two tables of peo-
ple in the very large,
exquisitely-decorated,
grandeur room. The gen-
tleman who finally came
out to greet us asked if we
had a reservation. David
and I both looked at each
other and the man must
have sensed our disbelief
because then he explained
it was because of COVID
restrictions.

This was on a
Wednesday night. We
decided to get in the car
and drive around. In five
minutes, we returned
back to the hotel room
and checked out the fro-
zen entrees in the local
grocery store. They had
one decent-looking Marie
Callender’s entrée and
a half dozen pot pies in
metal tins that would
blow up the microwave in
our room. We returned to
the only restaurant in the
entire town that was serv-
ing: Yep, Mexican food.

If you are planning a
trip, my advice is to be
REALLY flexible. *

Residents Decorating Pumpkin People

¢

Little Olivia Galloway, granddaughter of Jay and Suzanne Galloway, is surrounded by her

for Harvest Celebration

pumpkin family roasting marshmallows at their residence on Sommer Drive in Dixon. This is
one of numerous houses and businesses popping around town participating in the 'Falling for
Fall' community decorating using Pumpkin People or harvest themes. The effort is organized
by the Dixon United Methodist Women and the Dixon Independent Voice. "I've never made
a scarecrow for my pumpkin people before, but | figured it out," said Suzanne Galloway. "A
couple people on my block have something set up already and on my walk, | saw a couple
very pretty porches." There are approximately 25 decorated homes at this time and a map for
driving by them will be in our next edition. Photo by Suzanne Galloway

Early Childhood Education
Takes Virtual Center Stage

Senior Director of Early Learning Lisa
Eckhoff was able to have access to various
educational experts via Zoom conference.
Photo: SCOE

By Jennifer Leonard,
Solano County Office of Education

FAIRFIELD, CA (MPG) - The annual Quality
Counts Solano, Early Childhood
Education Conference was held virtually
on Saturday, September 19, 2020. Nearly
150 early care and education profession-
als joined this year’s conference and
experienced a day of learning in a virtual
Zoom format.

Solano County Office of Education
partnered with First 5 Solano Children
and Families Commission, Child Start
Inc., Solano Community College, and
Solano Family and Children’s Service to
sponsor this year’s conference aimed at
furthering the educational experiences of
Solano County’s youngest students.

The Early Childhood Education
Conference offered participants a
broad range of valuable and timely top-
ics. Breakout session included: trauma
responsive practices, STEM for early

childhood, strengthening infant/toddler
mental health and caregiver-child rela-
tionships in a time of COVID-19, to name
a few.

“In these ever-changing times, we
are proud to be a part of this innova-
tive and creative virtual format that
brought relevant professional learning
to nearly 150 early learning educators in
and around our local area,” said Solano
County Superintendent of Schools Lisette
Estrella-Henderson. “The more we know
and understand as educators, the better
we can serve and support students of all
ages.”

The keynote, Self-Awareness and Self-
Care Strategies to Reduce Burnout in
Times of Stress, was presented by Julie
Kurtz, Founder and CEO of the Center
for Optimal Brain Integration. Julie is an
author and national speaker with expertise
in consulting and training internation-
ally on trauma-responsive and resilience
building strategies. She has over 30 years
of experience working with youth, adults,
and families who have experienced
trauma and toxic stress.

To learn more, please contact Senior
Director of Early Learning Lisa
Eckhoff at LEckhoff@solanocoe.net or
707-399-4407.

Solano County Office of Education
(SCOE) provides leadership, support,
and fiscal oversight for Benicia, Dixon,
Fairfield-Suisun, Travis, Vacaville,
and Vallejo City school districts which
serve approximately 64,000 students.
Solano County Superintendent of
Schools, Lisette Estrella-Henderson is
elected by voters of Solano County. The
Superintendent is a state constitutional
officer who serves as the chief executive
officer of SCOE and as a liaison between
local school districts and the state. *

Campaign Disclosures Detailed

Continued from page 1

supplies, and fundraising totaling $1,781.
With his previous forwarded balance,
Bird's ending balance is $10,548.

The two other Mayor candidates, Thom
Bogue and Ted Hickman both filed Form
470 with no income or expenditures dur-
ing the reporting period.

Councilman Minnema's report showed
$5,000 came from Chris Rufer, owner
of The Morning Star Company, a tomato
farming and processing company in Yolo
County; $1,000 from Pastor Mike Farias,
owner of Plumbing, MD, Inc.; $1,500
from owner of Tom Nishimura Farming
and $1,500 was contributed from David
Dingman, a financial analyst with AT&T.

There was a $500 donation by Reveille
Farms and also from retiree William
Higgins; $300 from Aaron Hoffman, owner
of Hoffman Fabrication; $250 by Brock
McMahon, a Logistics Supervisor for the
US Air Force; $250 from Stephen Fisher,
Engineer, and also from Tim Smith former
owner of Dixon Truck and Tractor; $200
from retiree Marvin Madsen and numerous
contributions from local residents of $100
each and $437 was unspecified contribu-
tions of less than $100.

Minnema's expenses were for McShane
LLC for consulting, polling, direct mail,
and online messaging for $5,973; the
Estate of Dana Foss for campaign head-
quarters rent of $1,200; The Printing

Shop for $916; filing fees, various voter's
guides, signs and postage.

This report showed a total income
of $12, 862 with $13,003 in expenses.
Considering his beginning balance,
Minnema's ending balance is $1,582.

In summary of the Mayor's race dis-
closures, Bird has raised $15,766 and
Minnema has raised $16,762, leading by
nearly a thousand dollars exactly.

In the District 4 City Council race,
Don Hendershot has raised the most with
$2,500 and loaning himself $999 to bring
his campaign chest to $3,049 with the
largest donations from Kathleen Archer
for $550 and Kevin Johnson for $500.
Johnson is running uncontested for District
3 City Council. Hendershot's expenses
were listed for filing fees and other printed
and internet promotional material to the
tune of $2,715.

Candidate Jerry Castanon, Sr., loaned
himself $3,110 and received $1,058 in
individual contributions including $300
from retiree Estella Amaya, $250 from
retiree Paula Meares, and $250 from busi-
ness owner Ted Jorgensen. His expenses
of $3,182 included web design, yard signs,
political fliers, a walk list for District 4 and
political ads in the Dixon Tribune.

There were no disclosures for District
4 candidate Logan Legg, District 3 can-
didate Kevin Johnson, or Treasurer
candidate James P. Ward. *
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DUMC Methodists on the Move;
Silveyville to Dixon in 1870

The Logic Behind Repealing
The Water Rate Increase, Dixon's Measure S

3T = T

Sandra Warnken, left, and Marge Litsinger, right, hold the commemorative banner marketing

the 150-year celebration of the Dixon United Methodist Church. Courtesy Photo

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - About 45 people gath-
ered in front of the Dixon United Methodist
Church last week to celebrate the 150th anni-
versary of the move of the historic church
building from Silveyville to Dixon after the
group first met up at the Silveyville and Pony
Express marker to follow the trail.

“It’s hard to imagine what they went
through to decide to stay in Silveyville or
move to Dixon. It’s only three miles but back
then that was a very long way,” said organizer
and retired Dixon teacher Suzanne Galloway.

The original church was built in 1866 in
Silveyville and is still the core of the current
sanctuary, but two years later the California
Pacific Railroad announced their railroad
tracks would bypass Silveyville by three
miles. The residents began moving their
homes and businesses to the new location that
would soon become known as Dixon.

Church members did not want to be left
behind so in September 1870 the church
building was put on skids, placed on log
rollers, and pulled by mules to where it sits

to talk about history and learn about the past.

“The church has had stories that passed
down that the church couldn’t get over the
railroad tracks so they dropped it in front and
left it right there but they actually purchased
the lot on September 6, in 1870 so they knew
before they even moved it. So, [the tracks]
were not a surprise,” said Galloway. “They
bought [the parcel] for $1 from Thomas and
Jane Dickson.”

Despite being interrupted by three passing
trains, long-time Pastor Cathy Morris gave
a commemorative service to the group who
blew their commemorative whistles at the
trains while keeping their distance in front
of the church. It was live streamed on zoom
thanks to church member Audrey Madden
and can be watched on their Facebook page.

The church also commissioned a new
banner to be hung at the front entrance
and attendees received commemorative
‘Methodists on the Move’ masks and the
wooden train whistles.

“I think it’s wonderful to have these cele-
brations,” said Galloway. “If you don’t have
special celebrations of various kinds, you

Savannah Playford and Pastor Cathy Morris demonstrated how the church was rolled from
Silveyville to Dixon on large logs pulled by mules. Courtesy Photo

like a large white angel on the corner of B
and North Jefferson Streets. There is even a
model built by Ed and Mary Heeney of how
the church was moved that is used with local
third graders doing their history study. It was
on display at the celebration.

“We think it’s the oldest building that came
over but I don't know that anyone knows
that positively,” said Galloway. “Most of the
houses and businesses rolled over the rail-
road tracks and when the downtown burned
down, it took out most of those old build-
ings.” It might have been divine intervention
that the church was sitting over on this side
of the railroad tracks and the fire didn't come
over, she said.

The group has worked with the Dixon
Historical Society for several years and cred-
its the group for finding out when the church
was built and Bill Schroeder for finding the
original deed of 1870 in the County archives.
Galloway feels it's important to have celebra-
tions like this to give people an opportunity

don’t have opportunities to share history.
How often do you get around and talk about
history? But, when you have a celebration,
everyone wants to know more.”

Although the celebration banner will hang
out front, there are no set plans to reopen the
church soon. They have been meeting out-
doors in the Friendship Garden by reservation
and could not have more than 20 people.

“There are a lot of older people in the
church so no matter what the rules are, the
last thing we’d want is to spread the virus to
somebody and would rather err... on the side
of caution,” she said. With the church being
closed during COVID they have re-painted
and put in a new floor in the social hall area.

“Sometimes things just work out,” she said.
“We’ve been raising money for years and just
got enough when [the pandemic] closed us
down. Because of being closed, we didn’t have
to move things out in other locations and are
able to do some much needed repairs.” Maybe
this is what they call, ‘God’s timing. *
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205 Stratford Avenue, Dixon
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relatively young wells, questioning the
city’s well construction standards, and
asking the council to address the issue of
ratepayers in new parts of Dixon having
to pay for water system rehabilitation in
older parts of town. The Council never
responded.

At the December 2018 council meet-
ing, prior of the approval of the 300%
water rate increase, a letter was read by
a member of the Dixon Chapter of the
SCTA, who is an engineer, an expert
in water issues and wells, asked the
city to provide proper justification for
youthful well replacement, questioned
the city’s well construction standards,
and confronted the council about new
homeowners having to pay for deferred
maintenance. The SCTA also provided
the council information on well rehabil-
itation measures that could potentially
be used to economically extend the ser-
vice life of wells. The Council never
responded.

The Council’s indifference to ratepay-
ers could be attributable to the fact that
none of them are civil engineers and
none of them live in the city water ser-
vice area. However, after observing,
listening, and speaking to them both dur-
ing meetings and outside of them, it is
quite apparent that it is their blind faith
in city staff and consultants which is
their primary problem.

As I explained to someone who was
against the rate repeal and who works in
the industry, it is not that we as users of
the city’s water system don’t want to or
refuse to pay more. We simply want it
done in the cheapest, most efficient man-
ner. You don’t replace an entire system
which was initially constructed in the
1970’s when systems typically last 100
years as do water wells. By the end of
the conversation, he had changed his
mind.

Let’s look at some facts. This council
has consistently maintained that Solano
Irrigation District should never have
been removed as a partner. One of the
duties of the operator of a water system
is inspection. SID was removed as the
operator in September of 2014. Water
tank rehab work was done at one site
with dump trucks of gravel having to
have been removed.

Why was there no ongoing inspec-
tion of this holding tank? If there is a
problem with the well casing, as at one
well, where was the video inspection
and where are the video inspections of
all of our wells? If these are converted
ag wells, as some on the council claim,
why weren’t these wells upgraded to
higher standards at the time they were
converted to make their useful life what
is considered normal?

Moving over to finances, would you
rather pay cash for something you need
or would you prefer to pay three times
the cost by financing it with bonds or a
loan? This is one of the primary reasons
the rate increase was so drastic because
it allows the issuance of bonds to pay for
these debatably unnecessary projects.

At one of the meetings prior to the
Covid-19 shutdown, the mayor directly
asked the city engineer if he had looked
into any of the alternatives suggested
during the last two years and the engi-
neer’s answer was “NO”. This is
enough of a reason and a full demon-
stration of the animosity and opposition
your city government has for citizen
participation.

The mayor has contended that the State
of California will take over the system
and force higher rates on us. The coun-
cil has never provided even a shred of
evidence, such as state correspondence,
that would happen. The consultant report
makes no such assertion. Simply show
me one city where that has happened.
The city of Atwater’s general fund and
water enterprise fund are both in deficit
and the State has done nothing.

Not everyone in Dixon will vote on
this Measure. Those in the other water
district don’t want the city to “subsidize”
the city’s water system with general
fund money. It can’t. The water fund
could borrow using an interfund loan but
it must be repaid.

So both the city and its former opera-
tions manager failed to do their job and
their solution is for you to just shut up
and pay more so they can do projects
which they refuse to justify while ignor-
ing addressing problems such as energy
usage point by point.

Vote “Yes” on Measure S. If council
and staff can’t or won’t do their jobs, it
isn’t on us to do it for them ... *

s P
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Send Your Message Loud and Clear

Dear Editor,

It was very interesting to read the “candidates’ responses, in a local newspaper, to the
question about the 300% water rate increase within the City’s Water District. It was tell-
ing how ignorant our elected officials and candidates are about the City’s Water System.

Mayor Bogue paying higher water rates is “keeping up with the growing cost.”

Yes, apparently when you sell the town to the developers you get the "growing cost"
pain. He also told us “our Water District is an Enterprise Fund and payments collected
can only go towards the maintenance and repair of this system.” I am wondering what
kind of fund the money for the “Parkway Blvd” is in! Maybe it is in a “spend it as you
like” fund!

Councilmember Minnema stated “the water system needs significant repair and
upgrades.” But, it has been pointed out at council meetings and social media statements
made by the consultant that “the recommended existing system improvements at the
Fitzgerald Drive booster pump station should be completed as soon as possible to ensure
adequate pumping capacity to meet existing demand conditions.” These existing system
improvements are estimated to cost $93,000. The report recommends $19.2 million of
future system improvements for 2030 and an additional $21.5 million for future Buildout
System.” Apparently, the councilman did not read the consultant’s report. The ques-
tion that needs to be asked is “why are current rate payers being asked to pay for future
development?”

Logan Legg, who is running for council in District 4, commented that maybe this out-
rageous water rate increase is part of “costs of living expenses.” That’s the problem with
our youth. They have never got a job or paid any bills to understand the “cost of living
expenses.” Then he proceeded to say that “the water quality is not great.” Hmmm how
about the “water quality report” we receive from the City every year? I don’t remember
reading that the “water quality is not great.”

The most surprising answer came from candidate Kevin Johnson. I noticed that he
chose not to participate to the previous forum questions. But as a Realtor that caters to
the Developers he had to “participate” on this question and campaign against the mea-
sure. “The reason why Voting No on Measure S is so important," he wrote. I guess
selling our town to the developers will bring more development and new homes for him
and his company to sell. Who cares if the water bill for a family of 4 is more than $400
a month! The sad part is that this realtor is running unopposed in District 3!! When peo-
ple do not get involved we get the government we deserve. At least we can ALL Vote
“Yes on Measure S” and “Yes on Measure T” and send our message to all of them loud
and clear.

Gustavo Hardeep

f LEGAL ADVERTISING

Dixon’s Independent Voice Adjudicated For and By the County of Solano,
Adjudication No. FCS030046—November 24, 2008
Legal Advertising Hotline 916-483-2299
\_Legal Advertising Fax 916-773-2999

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-001551
The following persons are doing business as: MYO FAMILY HEALTH
597 Rolling Oak Court Vacaville, Ca 95668
Amy Rondoni, 597 Rolling Oak Court Vacaville, CA 95688 and Matthew Rondoni, 597 Rolling

Qak Court Vacaville, CA 95688

Date Filed in Solano County: September 9, 2020

The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: N/A

This Business is Conducted by: A Married Couple

NOTICE: In Accordance with subdivision (a) of section 17920 A Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the
date on which it was filed in the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any
change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of registered owner. A new
fictitious Business name statement must be filed before the expiration September 8, 2025. The filing of this statement does not itself authorize the
use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state or common law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,

Legal Advertising
P.O. Box 14, Carmichael, CA 95609

business and professions code.)

Publish: September 18, 25, October 2, and 9, 2020 (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-001436
The following persons are doing business as: AMERIPRINT
230 S 2nd Dixon, CA 95620

Saul Barzola, 230 S 2nd Street Dixon, CA 95620

Date Filed in Solano County: August 19, 2020

The Registrant commenced to transact business under the above business name on: July 30, 2020
This Business is Conducted by: Individual

NOTICE: In Accordance with subdivision (a) of section 17920 A Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of five years from the
date on which it was filed in the office of the county clerk, except as provided in subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any
change in the facts set forth in the statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the residence address of registered owner. A new
fictitious Business name statement must be filed before the expiration August 18, 2025. The filing of this statement does not itself authorize the
use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights of another under federal, state or common law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,

business and professions code.)

Publish: September 25, October 2, 9, and 16,2020 (The DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE)
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for an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
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The Dixon's Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon’s Independent Voice are copyrighted.
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at (916) 773-1111.
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Farmers, Ranchers Measure Damage
From Wildfire Smoke

Smoke and ash from wildfires cause
concern for California crops and live-
stock. Laboratories that test winegrapes
for damaging chemicals in smoke say
they’re backlogged, so it may take some
time for the overall impact on the grape
crop to be known. Smoke can cause respi-
ratory problems for cattle, especially
young animals. Hazy skies caused by the
smoke have slowed drying of raisins and
other crops.

Expanded Pandemic-Aid Program
Accepts Applications

Effective this week, farmers and ranch-
ers could begin applying for a new round of
federal aid to help offset losses related to
the COVID-19 pandemic. For the latest ver-
sion of the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
expanded the program to include more types
of losses and more crops. For example,
grapes, sunflowers and pima cotton have
been added to the hundreds of crops and
commodities eligible for aid.

Hot Weather Affects Avocado Crop
The full impact won’t be known for a while,
but an early September heat wave appears
likely to reduce the size of next year’s
California avocado crop. Temperatures as
high as 118 degrees during the Labor Day
weekend have caused fruit to drop from
trees. But marketers say the current crop
will be larger than first expected. Farmers
say demand has fluctuated during the pan-
demic, but that people appear to be buying
more avocados for at-home use.

Sacramento Valley Farmers
Plant More Pistachios

As Sacramento Valley farmers look for
alternative crops, more have been plant-
ing one that has long thrived in the southern
San Joaquin Valley: pistachios. Demand
for the crop, combined with the soil and
water in the region and the development
of new varieties, make pistachios attrac-
tive for farmers north of Sacramento.
Small acreages of pistachios have grown
in the area for many years, but the crop
has now emerged as a top-10 crop in
Yolo County. *

St. Peters Catholic Chureh Petws

Angel of God, my Guardian dear. To
whom God’s love commits me here. Ever
this day [night] be at my side, to light and
guard, to rule and guide. Amen.

Have you ever said this prayer before? I
try to remember to say it every day. I like to
talk to my Angel Guardian. Tell them how
my day is going, tell them about struggles
I need help with, or about joys or successes
in my day, and to thank them for being there
for me, helping me, guiding me, and loving
me through the ups and downs of my life.
God has sent these beautiful spirits to help
us. In the Old Testament, we read about the
three angels visiting Abraham and Sarah to
announce Issac’s birth as well as the destruc-
tion of Sodom, and later we read about the
Angel of God traveling and protecting the
Children of God as they flee Egypt. In the
New Testament, we read about an Angel
announcing the Incarnation of Christ to
Our Mother Mary and another time about
an Angel ministering to Jesus in the Garden
of Gethsemane, and again, proclaiming the

Resurrection of Our Lord to the Apostles.
God has always had Holy Angels help us.
Today is the feast of Guardian Angels. Did
you know that we are assigned a very spe-
cial guardian angel at the moment of our
conception? God has given us a very spe-
cial Angel Guardian to be with us from the
moment of our existence to the moment
of our death. I hope and pray to meet my
Angel Guardian in Heaven to thank them
for their care, their protection, their guid-
ance, their eternal love, their presence in
the midst of my own turmoil on earth. No
matter what we do, we will always have our
Angel Guardian with us. Do not be afraid to
call out to them and ask them for help and to
intercede for you in your time of need and in
your time of gratitude. Our Angel Guardian
is our best friend and never leaves our side.
May God bless you.

St. Peter is resuming to celebrate Masses
in the Church. Please see the parish website
for times. Remember, masks are required
when in the church. *

CLG NEWS UPDATES

Provided by Citizens for Legitimate Government (CLG) See legitgov.org

Glass Fire live updates: Newsom declares state of emergency as wildfires
rage in Sonoma, Napa counties | 29 Sept 2020 | A growing wildfire complex is
burning in the North Bay in Napa and Sonoma counties as the Glass Fire spawned
two new spot fires: the Shady Fire and the Boysen Fire. The Glass Fire began
Sunday at 4 a.m. on the 200 block of North Fork Crystal Springs Rd. in Deer Park
and has been spreading at a “dangerous rate,” CAL FIRE said. The Shady Fire and
Boysen Fire started Sunday night just west of St. Helena near the Napa-Sonoma
county border. Sept. 28, 9:36 p.m.: Governor Gavin Newsom issued an emer-
gency proclamation for Napa and Sonoma counties due to the Glass fires and for
another wildfire burning in Shasta County. The fires have burned tens of thousands
of acres, destroyed homes and critical infrastructure and caused the evacuation of
tens of thousands of residents.

Justice Dept. calls on SF to end ‘draconian’ coronavirus rules for houses
of worship — San Francisco’s city attorney called the letter ‘careless legal
threats’ | 26 Sept 2020 | The Justice Department on Friday called on San Francisco
Mayor London Breed to increase the allowable capacity in houses of worship,
accusing the city of impeding on “religious freedom” amid the coronavirus. In a
three-page letter, Assistant Attorney General Eric S. Dreiband and U.S.attorney
David Anderson of the Northern District of California called San Francisco’s
policy of allowing just one congregant inside at a time “draconian.” The letter
acknowledged the city has the obligation to protect its residents from the deadly
virus, but added, “there is no pandemic exception for the Constitution.” “Even in
times of emergency, when reasonable, narrowly-tailored, and temporary restric-
tions may lawfully limit our liberty, the First Amendment and federal statutory
law continue to prohibit discrimination against religious institutions and religious
believers,” Dreiband and Anderson wrote. “These principles are legally binding,
and the Constitution’s unyielding protections for religious worshipers distinguish
the United States of America from places dominated by tyranny and despotism.”

CDC and Fauci's NIAID Add Non-Pneumonia Deaths to US COVID-
19 Totals Unlike Other Countries - If These Deaths are Removed, US Has
86,000 COVID-19 Deaths | 26 Sept 2020 | For months doctors and investigative
journalists have wondered why state coronavirus death counts include motor-
cycle accidents, homicides, birth defects, gunshot wounds and thousands of
intentional injuries and poisonings to the US Coronavirus death totals. It's almost
as if the medical elites are doing all they can to pad the coronavirus death counts?
In Singapore the medical experts follow the World Health Organization guide-
lines and DO NOT INCLUDE non-pneumonia coronavirus fatalities in their
death counts. If the US followed the same system as much of the world the total
number of coronavirus deaths in the US would be 86,000 or something you'd
see in a bad flu season. In 2017-2018 the US had an intense flu season. 61,000
Americans died.

Trump $500B Black America plan designates KKK, Antifa as terrorist
organizations’ — The plan calls for making lynching a national hate crime
| 26 Sept 2020 | President Trump’s plan for Black America designates the KKK
and Antifa as terrorist organizations and calls for making lynching a national hate
crime, while pledging to increase access to capital in Black communities by nearly
$500 billion, Fox News has learned. The president on Friday is expected to roll out
details of what the campaign is calling the “Platinum Plan,” which details “oppor-
tunity,” “security,” “prosperity,” and “fairness” for the Black Community. “For
decades, Democrat politicians like Joe Biden have taken Black voters for granted.
They made you big promises before every election —and then the moment they got
to Washington, they abandoned you and sold you out,” the president is expected to
say Friday, according to remarks exclusively obtained by Fox News. *
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QUESTION 5: FOR ALL CANDIDATES EXCEPT TREASURER. “Knowing that in many
communities tax dollars are used to fund events and exhibits to draw in outside visitors and enrich
local residents lives. Would you agree that a portion of the Dixon Hotel Tax and 420 dispensary
tax dollars could be used to help fund public art, music, culture, and history events, exhibits, and
education programs?”

QUESTION FOR THE CANDIDATE FOR TREASURER. “What is the yield curve and how
may it impact the City of Dixon?”

THOM BOGUE
Candidate for Dixon Mayor
This is a tough question

for me personally, while I
am a lover of the Arts, and
a strong believer many
events and exhibits can
benefit our city greatly.
However, I with others on
the council have to decide
where the dollars are
spent to our overall com-
munity benefit. So until
our Parks, Walkways,
Streets, and staffing are
up to all our expectations

I cannot see income reve-
nue being spent otherwise.
Now if the public were to
push in making a stand
in forgoing those other
improvements then goals
could change.

As a public represen-
tative 1 don't have the
privilege to push a private
agenda, it has to benefit all
in our community. Many
have spoken out regard-
ing maintenance of our
sidewalks, walking trails,
and parks. This where I
believe attention needs to
be directed and towards
the staffing to accomplish
it as a priority.

But, the real question is
what do you as the public
believe priorities should
be? If still your mayor in
2021 I plan on having a
public goal setting ses-
sion where all can provide
input, personally I believe
this would be fantastic.

i s g i
STEVE BIRD

Candidate for Dixon Mayor

Chose not to
participate

TED HICKMAN

Candidate for Dixon Mayor

Disqualified from
participating

b= 1
JERRY CASTANON
District 4 Council Candidate

Chose not to
participate

*

DON HENDERSHOT
District 4 Council Candidate

Chose not to
participate

KEVIN JOHNSON
District 3 Council Candidate

Let me answer this
question in 2 parts. 1-
(DESIRE) My support and
belief in the importance of
the Arts, Music, Culture,
Our History, Exhibits and
Educational Programs is
100%. 1 would love to
see all of the above being
integrated into the growth
and development of our
City. I am a member of the
Dixon Historical Society
and share their dream for
a permanent location that

would bring joy, infor-
mation, education and
remind all in the future of
those that preceded them
— done right, bringing out-
side interest and vitality to
our City. 2- (BUDGET)
It seems there is always a
budget reality to all that
we dream or desire for
our City. A source of
funds could absolutely
be a portion of the Hotel
Tax or Cannabis Fee col-
lected by the City. How
our City Budget transitions
through the current & post
COVID-19 economic envi-
ronment will determine
how we can incorpo-
rate and promote more of
what this question clearly
yearns. Thank you for this
question! I would love
to be part of a grassroots
effort to bring more of the
Arts, Music, Exhibits and
Education/Culture to the
City of Dixon.

DEVON MINNEMA
Candidate for Dixon Mayor
Due to my strong

belief that we need to

scrimp and save every
penny available and put
it towards the Parkway

Overpass, I am hesitant

to commit so much as a

dime to anything discre-

tionary. That being said,

I am not fundamentally

opposed to using a lim-

ited separate fund to help

or bolster public activi-
ties and art. I do believe
that every effort to use
private charitable money
for public activities, art,

LOGAN LEGG
District 4 Council Candidate
Unfortunately, this is the
first question, in which, I'd
have to do some real digging
and analysis. I think instinc-
tually, as we have seen with
Dixon's fiscal record, is that
we have funds available for
these resources especially
the education programs,
community events, wellness
programs, etc. The problem
historically has been mis-
allocation of these funds.
Because, both of these are

JAMES PWARD, JR.
Candidate for Treasurer

The Yield Curve shows
the relationship between
short-long term interest
rates in securities.

Analysts examine and
track it over time for sev-
eral reasons which of one
important one is seen

as a predictor of the like-
ness of a recession.

and exhibits FIRST. I can
promise that I will not
vote to expend tax dol-
lars on any organization
or effort that has NOT
first sought private fund-
ing from donors.

A perfect example of
this is an organization
in town that managed to
get a budget line item for
$25,000 while refusing
to engage in fundraising
efforts, even after local
donors had promised to
donate if they were sim-
ply asked.

As a private individual,
I have donated personally
to numerous organizations
and local efforts because
I would rather give my
money to something
I believe in than give
taxpayers' money to
something that they may
or may not believe in.
There is no reasonable
level of consensus that
can justify using tax dol-
lars for charitable efforts
without great care.

*

taxes, they're going to go
somewhere. I do think there
can be a mutual agreement
that the Dixon Hotel taxes
and the 420 Dispensary
taxes can be utilized to help
both the community and be
an opportunity to showcase
the revenue they bring in.
Regarding art, music, and cul-
ture; we have such a rich and
diverse community full of art-
ist, musicians, entertainers
who would love the oppor-
tunity to display their talents
and I think as a town that
really doesn't have an aes-
thetic it'd be a nice addition.
The education programs is
very interesting as well, espe-
cially if we could supplement
it with vocational training
and youth programs. We need
resources so these young kids
have access to additional
tutoring, recreational activi-
ties, and hands on training for
vocational careers once they
graduate.

*
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October Cover Love

October is filled with chilling haunts and treats, but these three reads will allow
the magic of the season to surround you from the very first page.

The Puppetmaster’s
Apprentice
by Lisa DeSelm; Page Street

“Pirouette Leiter, The
Puppermaster’s Apprentice,
is given the most important
and dangerous job of her life:
to build a wooden assassin
for the Tyrant of Tavia.”

In what has been
described as Pinocchio
meets Frankenstein, The
Puppetmaster’s Apprentice is
a magical fairytale retelling
that will captivate its readers
from the very first page. Lisa
DeSelm’s lyrical and descrip-
tive writing weaves a tale of
dark and forbidden magic,
while delivering the true
struggle between the battle of

the heart versus the battle of
the mind. This book will tug
at your heartstrings and leave
readers questioning the dif-
ference between creation and

monster.
Among the Beasts
and Briars
by Ashley Poston;
Balzer and Bray
For hundreds of years,
the Kingdom of Aloriya has
been free from diseases,
droughts, and famine due to
the single fact that the King

made a deal with the Lady of
the Wilds. But when a new
Queen is crowned, darkness
descends from the forbid-
den forest. Now, it is up the
Kingdom’s gardener Cery, a
fox, a strange bear, and the
tiny bit of magic that Cery
still possess in order to find
the Lady of the Wilds to
try and save her beloved
kingdom.

Ashley Poston once again
delivers a high-fantasy read
that is enchanting as it is
lovely. Among the Beasts and
Briars blends the beauty of a
fairytale with the magical lull
of the forest. With characters
that make you want to fall in
love combined with the addi-
tion of an adorable fox and a
protective bear, this book is a
celebration of fall, romance,
and magic.

Cinders and Sparrows
by Stefan Bachmann;
Greenwillow

In what seemed like
an instant, orphan Zita
Brydgeborn went from being
a housemaid to the

mistress of her ances-
tral home, Blackbird Castle.
However, Blackbird Castle is

filled with unexpected magic

at every turn. Now, Zita is
cast into the battle of good
and evil that has been going
for centuries. Good thing she
isn’t alone as she learns to
become a true witch with her
caretaker Mrs. Cantanker, a
talking marble head, a crow,
a green-eyed ghost, and two
castle servants Bram and
Minnifer. But, between them
all, will Zita be able to dis-
cover the magic that dwells
deep within in order to save
her home and everyone that
lives inside, or will she be the
next soul to be claimed by
mysterious circumstances?
Cinders and Sparrows will
have middle-grade readers
caught up in the enchanting
story of a girl who discovers
that she is about to receive
her greatest dream, a home.
However, this particular
home comes with a lot more
trouble, and guests, than she
ever could have expected.
A tale of witches, enchant-
ments, and discovering who
you are, while combining
great sidekicks and adven-
ture. This story is powerful,
magical, and engaging and
will leave its readers with all
the delights of the season. %

California Water: Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information

201 S. First St. * Dixon
707.678.5928

SALE LOCATIONS

Get Your Copy Weekly At:
DIXON LIQUOR & GAS—-483 North Adams

DIXON FOOD & LIQUOR-109 North Adams
7-ELEVEN, SOUTHLAND-1075 North First
CHEVRON-6854 Sievers Road
CHEVRON-1300 Stratford Avenue
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A Film and TV
Review by Tim Riley

“L.A.’s FINEST” AND “FILTHY
RICH” ON FOX NETWORK

The opportunity to launch new series on
network television was going to be a dicey
proposition during a pandemic that has
curtailed original television productions.

The FOX network has the good fortune
of being able to fill the void by having had
midseason shows in the can that never
aired or picking up a series that ran on a
platform which lacked wider distribution.

The latter is the case for “L.A.’s Finest,”
a new series on FOX that had its season
last year on Spectrum Originals’ subscriber
service, which does not have the same
reach as a network, sort of like commu-
nity theatre not being on the same level as
Broadway.

If you are familiar with the Jerry
Bruckheimer “Bad Boys” films, you will
quickly grasp the gender-flip of this spin-
off in the “L.A.’s Finest” series, with one
primary character, Syd Burnett (Gabrielle
Union), relocated from Miami to the Los
Angeles Police Department.

Robbery-Homicide LAPD detective
Nancy McKenna (Jessica Alba) gets paired
up with Syd, and the two of them make a
formidable team that is hell-bent on taking
down garden-variety criminals as well as
drug cartels.

Nancy, usually called McKenna by her
peers, and Syd have an unusual chemistry,
where they work well together in policing
but have conflicts over secrets they har-
bor, some of which would endanger their
careers and home life.

The two women prove to be tough in
takedowns of thugs, but they also lighten
the mood at times, such as responding to a
convenience store holdup while bantering
amusingly about not missing family book
club.

At home, working mother Nancy grap-
ples with rebellious stepdaughter Isabel
(Sophie Reynolds), while her husband

Patrick (Ryan McPartlin), an assis-
tant district attorney, is on a path to career
advancement.

However, Nancy has a complicated past
with some shady characters, including drug
dealer Dante Sherman (Barry Sloane) who
seeks to rekindle their relationship. Her
complex history may well pose a threat to
her husband’s political ambition.

As counterparts to their female col-
leagues, officers Ben Walker (Zach
Gilford) and Ben Barnes (Duane Martin)
sometimes work alongside them, often
with the expected trash-talking as competi-
tors to nab credit for arrests.

Another angle to Syd’s web of troubled
relationships is the fact that her absen-
tee father, Joseph Vaughn (Ernie Hudson),
who had a dubious career in law enforce-
ment, tries to engage in her life to warn
against her worst impulses.

Riley Reviews

“L.A/s FINEST” AND “FILTHY RICH"
START FOX FALL SEASON

What worries Syd’s father, as well as
her partner Nancy, is that she recklessly
pursues the ghost of an elusive drug lord
named Gabriel Knox, a criminal so vicious
he strikes fear with his own cohorts.

“L.A.’s Finest” delivers plenty of nicely
staged action sequences, from shootouts
and fiery explosions to the obligatory car
chases. That action and the chemistry of
the bad girl duo might be enough to carry
the day.

Netflix is still streaming the “Jeffrey
Epstein: Filthy Rich” documentary.
Meanwhile, FOX has debuted its own
“Filthy Rich,” which thankfully has noth-
ing to do with the despicable sexual
deviant and his unfortunate victims.

Based on a New Zealand series of the
same name, which likely means nothing
to just about everybody, “Filthy Rich” is
portrayed by the network as a “Southern
Gothic family soap in which wealth, power
and religion collide.”

This description is as accurate as a pub-
licist would wish, and then even more so.
The mega-rich Monreaux family has built
a Louisiana-based televangelist empire
known as the Sunshine Network run by the
patriarch Eugene (Gerald McRaney).

In the first episode, Eugene is pre-
sumably dead after his plane crashes
somewhere in the swampy Bayou coun-
try. This leaves his widow Margaret (Kim
Cattrall) to take over, even though the son
Eric (Corey Cott) fancies himself able to
take the reins.

Meanwhile, the family, including daugh-
ter Rose (Aubrey Dollar) along with
trusted counselor Franklin Lee (Steve
Harris), is thrown for a huge loop when
the reading of Eugene’s will reveals dark
secrets.

With the apparent morals of an alley cat,
Eugene fathered three illegitimate children,
each one with a different mother. Feeling
possible pangs of guilt, Eugene’s will pro-
vides an inheritance for those kids.

Enter a motley crew of love children into
the family. The most appreciative one is
Antonio (Benjamin Levy Aguilar), a sin-
gle dad aspiring to be an MMA fighter.
The other two are weed dealer Jason (Mark
L. Young) and online sex worker Ginger
(Melia Kreiling).

Of course, Margaret frets that the scan-
dal of the out of wedlock children would
forever taint the television ministry, and
with good reason. Hence, she proffers a
tidy cash settlement to avert the shame and
humiliation.

As you would expect, neatly tidying up
a disgraceful situation is not in the cards.
The savvy Ginger proves all too eager to
press an advantage that might boost her
own enterprise.

Would watching the dramatic conflicts
play out on “Filthy Rich” prove enter-
taining? It might depend on one’s thirst to
enjoy the kind of soap opera that has seem-
ingly run its course. *

Public Voting Options and Ballot Safety
Measures Announced for General Election

Solano County Press Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Solano
County Registrar of Voters (ROV) is
pleased to announce several voting options
are available for voters for the upcoming
General Election, including no-contact
voting, limited-contact voting, and tradi-
tional polling locations; designed to help
reduce the spread of COVID-19 transmis-
sion in the community, all while protecting
the integrity of the voting process.
No-Contact Voting

All voters will receive a vote by mail
ballot and can vote safely and securely
from home, mailing back the completed
ballot at their convenience.

Limited-Contact Voting

Using your vote by mail ballot, voters
can return their completed ballot in one
of 15 drop-off locations throughout the
County, or at any polling place on Election
Day.

Traditional Election Day Voting

All voters can vote at a traditionally
assigned election day poll place. Over
100 locations are available, all of which
will have social distancing and safety
precautions in place to limit COVID-19
transmission.

“Voting by mail is safe, secure, and
easy.” said Tim Flanagan, Solano County
Chief Information Officer and Registrar of

Voters. “We have a five-step ballot vali-
dation process for every ballot, ensuring
only the voter who intended to vote cast
the ballot.”

Since early in March, the ROV has been
planning to implement a variety of options
for voters for a historic election, includ-
ing increasing the number of Election
Day Polling places, and ballot drop off
locations in anticipation of a high-turn-
out election. The ROV also anticipates
receiving over 180,000 vote by mail bal-
lots during the 30-day vote by mail period.

Ballots will be mailed to all voters on
the last week of September. Ballots can
be dropped off at over 15 locations starting
October 5. Early Voting starts October 5
from the Registrar of Voter’s Office at: 675
Texas St, Suite 2600, Fairfield, CA 94533.
Details on voting options and key elec-
tion dates are available on the Registrar of
Voter’s website: www.SolanoCounty.com/
Elections.

For persons interested in serving the
election as a poll-worker can apply online
at www.SolanoCounty.com/Elections and
click the “Poll Workers” icon, or text the
word “SOLANO” to 2VOTE (28683 —
Message and data rates may apply). You
can also register in person at the Registrar
of Voters Office at 675 Texas Street, Suite
2600, in Fairfield. For more information,
call (707) 784-6675. *

: C/W A Veteran Today w
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the historical Dixon May Fair Parade, the
Epicurean Fete Wine & Food Festival, the
annual Citizen of the Year Dinner, candidate
forums, business mixers, and ribbon cuttings

for new businesses.

Chamber Seeks Board Nominations

“I see really great things coming for the
Board and the Chamber,” said current Board
member Jill Orr who was a Chamber President
in 1999. “I’'m excited about Shauna's pres-
ence. She’s been working in Solano County
for years and brings a lot of history with her.

know this COVID is going to go away and our
businesses are going to come back strong. |
think we have an exceptional community and
our businesses and their owners have stayed
positive and stayed strong through the current
situation that we've been dealt.”

The current Directors are: President Kay
Cayler, Bert Gaulke, Jack Caldwell, Laura
Ziegler, Herb Cross, Robin Tully, Jill Orr
and Lindsey Hickman. For more information,
contact Manina at (707) 678-2650 or email

info@dixonchamber.org. *

TLocal Classified
| School

Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional
cleanup & maintain the value of
your home! Set an appt today!
Call  855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by~ Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being  reviewed.
Comprehensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit http:/dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
Get 4 FREE Burgers. Order The
Grilers Bundle - ONLY $79.99.
1-877-882-4248  Use  Code
63281PAM or www.OmahaSteaks.
com/family06 (Cal-SCAN)

Classified

Advertising
773-1111

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,

Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT
OR RV to receive a major tax
deduction. Help homeless pets.
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and
Pickup. LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos!
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief

1-888-508-6305.  (Cal-SCAN)

Stuggling  With  Your  Private
Student Loan Payment? New
relief programs can reduce your
payments. Learn your options.
Good credit not necessary. Call
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastem) (Cal-SCAN

Health & Medical

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more heavy
tanks and refills! Guaranteed
Lowest Prices! Call the
Oxygen Concentrator Store:
1-844-653-7402  (Cal-SCAN)

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet, and
a lifeime warranty on the tub

and installation! Call us at
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)
ATTENTION DIABETICS!

Save money on your diabet-
ic supplies! Convenient home
shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin - pumps, catheters and
more! To leam more, call now!
1-855-702-3408.  (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6
flow settings. Designed for 24
hour oxygen use. Compact and
Lightweight. Get a Free Info kit
today: 1-844-359-3976 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental
Insurance. We have the best rates
from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances
companies. Get a quote within
minutes. Average savings of $444/
yearl Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm  Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
erl LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Will juice in your home for you.
Have juicer will travel. Used
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858
HARRIS DIATOMACEQUS
EARTH FOOD GRADE 100%.
OMRI Listed. Available: Hardware
Stores, The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com (Cal-SCAN)
KILL BED BUGS! Buy
Harris Sprays, Traps, Kits,
Mattress Covers. DETECT,
KILL, PREVENT Available:
Hardware Stores, The Home
Depot, homedepot.com.

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your
Stuff!
Reach

1000’s of

Readers
Every
Week!

CALL

916 773-1111

AIRLINE CAREERS Start
Here — Get trained as FAA
certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified
students. Job  placement
assistance. Call  Aviation
Institute  of  Maintenance
877-205-4138.  (Cal-SCAN)

HEALTH & WEALTH

JOIN FOR FREE - NO
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome)
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health,
beauty, weight or hair loss
and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com ¢

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond.
For more info on multi-market
solutions call Cecelia @ (916)
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

VP TRUST DEED COMPANY

| do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. Natural
Health  Education.  References,
College grad, security and
Health background. Tim, 916-
370-0858. (MPG  12-31-20)

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*

OVER 33 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM +sSuficient equityrequired - no consumer loans

LEGAL ADS

— € FOR
SOLANO

“*{ county?

We Can
Do That?

Call to place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

All Legal Ads
Published by
Messenger Publishing

Real Estate License #01041073
CADepartment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Partyloans generally have higher nterest ates,
points & fegs than conventional discountloan

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE  $$$%
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V..P. Trust Deed
Company  www.viploan.com
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES -
FASTEST CASH - Any
Condition.  Family  owned
& Operated . Same day
offer! (951)  777-2518
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.
COM (Cal-SCAN)

Need some cash! Sell us your un-
wanted gold, jewelry, watches & di-
amonds. Call GOLD GEEK 1-844-
905-1684. BBB A Plus Rated.
Request your 100 Percent FREE,
no risk, no strings attached ap-
praisal kit. Call today! (Cal-SCAN)

Freon Wanted: We pay
CAS$H for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 Ri11
R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified  Professionals.
Call 312-586-9371 or
visit RefrigerantFinders.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted- Autos

WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for resto-
ration by hobbyist 1948-
1973 Only. Any condi-
tion, top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-339-5994. Email:
porscherestoration@
yahoo.com  (CalSCAN)

CHILD CARE

ORTIZ FAMILY DAY
CARE

Snacks, Meals, School
Transportation Provided

3:30 am fo 5:30 pm

707-628-5675

lic. #483004041

FOR RENT

Outside Inn
RV campsite
available.
(707) 678-4059

ShoEi Foods is now hiring
Join our TEAM
Apply in person:

1900 Feather River Blvd.
Olivehurst, CA

Contact: 530-237-1295

E-mail: careers@
shoeiusa.com

Got News ??

AIRLINE
CAREERS

START HERE

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance.

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-205-4138

AM

AVIATION INSTITUTE OF MAINTEHANCE

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD « OKTOBERFEST

CLUES

ACROSS

1. Worry

6. Fleur-de-____

9. One of Egyptian christians
13. Nary a soul

14. Dot-com address

15. Pretend, two words

16. Flogger's tool

17. Romanian money

18. Dostoyevsky’s master-
piece, with The

19. *Royal Brewery in
Munich, aka.____
Miinchen

21. *Original Oktoberfest
location

23. Tree juice

24. Cathedral part

25. Lysergic acid derivative,
acr.

28. Children’s author Roald
30. Bivouac

35. Heroic poem

37. Taro or cocoyam,
technically

39. Relish tastebuds’
sensation

40. Russian governmental
agency

41, Musketeers’ weapons
43. Presidential “No!"

44. Make corrections

46. Kind of palm

47.AinB.A.

48. Indian Ocean’s saltwater
IEarzll.e[tlarvey or Plato GET THE GRILLER'S BUNDLE 7099
52. “Sesame Street” watcher | INTRODUCTORY PRICE: 579
53. One-horse carriage i} B 45 oz Bulchers Cut F

55. Sunday newspaper o SINCE I
inserts 2
57. *Kind of Oktoberfest band
60. *Salty snack

64. Meltable abode " e
65. Go wrong AR ' =
67. Sore spot + 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
68. African prairie THAT'S 30 COUBSES + SOES & DESSERT
69. “Wheel of Fortune”
vowel request

70. All-season ones, on a car
71. Affirmatives

NS MR, ey

ot Mignon

oz Omaha Steak
Jurnbs Franks

4 (2.8 o) Potaloes au Gratin

4 (3 oz) Gourmat

Classified

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 8
2111914618

Advertising

ORDER NOW! 1,833.406.1259 asx d

www. OmahaSieaks. comifamilyS88

Sell Your St”ﬁ:’ 72. Beaver's construction ¢ StatePoint Media
73. Noise of contempt 49. “Eureka!”
Reach 1000°s of 1 [ e ST 51, Bxports
DOWN 54. In the lead
Readers Every Week! 1. Egyptian hieroglyph for “life” 56. *Beer garden mug

2. "You're not allowed!” to a baby
3. Mistake

4. Spurns

5. Between triad and pentad

6. Comic strip Moppet

7. Anger management issue

8. Economic crisis

9. Ghana monetary unit

10. Ear-related

11. Tubby little cubby

12. Ted Turner’s TV acronym

15. Bedding and towels

20. Lickety-split

22.\Wear and tear

24."So soon?”

25.*___ hosen

26. Sea foam 3 211
21. Like United States Capitol
29. *Flower used in beer-making
31. Spanish sparkling wine

32. Deflect 4 5
33. *"0'zapftis!” or “It's tapped!”
34. *Cheers! 2 9 3
36. Without, a Paris

38. Start of something big?
42. Echo sounder

45, Joseph Stalin was one

57. Curved molding

58. Paella pot

59. ‘60s British teenagers
60. “Hunger Games" sister
61. Goose egg

62. Second to last word in a fairytale 119 B
63. Justin case
64. Woody creeper T
66. Biochemistry acr.
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LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?
We Can Do That!
Call to place your 916_113_1111

" B\ legal advertising

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
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Solutions on Page 8

CALL 707-678-8917 OR 916-773-1111
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Amber Waves

WEEKLY COMICS

The Spats

by Dave T. Phipps

by Jeff Pickering

I Alwers LIKE To
@ET THE BIGEEST
BANG FOR MY BUCK,

FHEY DAD, WAKE UR YOU)
SLEEPYHEAD. IT'S 5:00,

ol CWE ME
A DOLLAR.

by Gary Kopervas

e H00LE. FMES
"FARM STAND

I UNCERSTAND DOLPHIN ARE Epownd FOR THEIR oo
INTELLSERZE BUT T AIND THIS 20 PLAYING. THE HARMONIGA
THESLEM B> BLOWHELE Th BE FRETTH -ANNOHING.

4

by Mike Marland

BY AL SCADUTO

JUET BEFORE THE BATTLE, MOTHER— OF
GROUNDE RAR YOu KNOW WHAT—

WONT HEAR OF \ G HEr e
el s B
HERE -MGEANA ?

L) werLime
T TAKE ¥ou

J PINMER
TOMIGHT=

SOCIAL EXPERIMEMT,

I:JHAHNA SEE WHICH aff:g Hrf:frgmgf
OME SELLS THE BEST. ) s, i
(Basegat | FITCHER-
o)

EREAT T AW-N--FOR TUE S[X MILLION
STRIKE HiM JuT- TORANS FLAYERS

Just Like Cats & Dogs

GEANF G445 THE BEER
COMMERCIALS WERE
BETTER IN i CAY, Tao--

POLLARS HE GETS AYEAR M SHOULP

CANT HOLP A CANPLE TO THE OLPTIME
FLAYERS - iN MY TAY THEY FLAYER ROR

by Dave T. Phipps

) g Festure Syndoie, e,

™~ WHY 1S IT THE NIGHTS WE GO ouT
AND ACT HALF OUR AGE WE WAKE
UP FEELING TWICE OUR AGE?

HOCUS-FOCUS HENFIY BOLTINOFF

" pal/

“If 1 hadn't run out of money, | could have .
saved even more!”

“If you couldn't afford the operation,
why did you have i7"

MEpE——

+
“auy ‘supuds staniee- Bury 02089

“Quiy [BUOHIPPE SBY BaJ) 9 B Usaq aney
S3USNE 'S ‘PAPPE US3] AABY SIAMOI ¢ U3l ale sjued
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

WATER SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

FUNERAL SERVICES

You could give your people

Q&Hﬂmwm}c
(530) 662-0295

1122 Pendegast Street » Woodland
culliganwoodland.com

GREG'S ROTOTILLING
AND LANDSCAPING

All Phases of Landscape, Construction & Repair
Since 1986
Small Tractor Work | Grading | Mowing

(707) 480-3809

Lic #825681

Mortuary » Cometeny - Mausol

BRYAN-BRAKER

(707) 425-4697
1850 W. TEXAS ST. FAIRFIELD, CA 94533

MEDICAL SERVICES

Community Medical Center

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine * Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations
Employment Physical * Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education « CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

HOURS 8 AMTO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

INFO@BRYANBRAKER.COM » BRYANBRAKER.COM

LANDSCAPING DENTISTRY
A-1 GARDENING S. Todd Comm, DDS
FULL SERVICE Allison N. Craig, DDS

* Mowing * Trimming * Clean-Up
* Edging * Weeding * Haul Trash

(530) 304-2534

General Dentistry

Monday - Thursday
Evening Appointments Available

1300 N. Lincoln St. - Ste. A - Dixon
107.678.9296

FREE ESTIMATES
CONSTRUCTION CLEANING
VAN RSO [s&.y Cleaning Services
GENERAL CONTRACTING Weekly - Bi-Weekly - Monthly - One Time
Consistent Results Weekends - Move-Ins - Move-Outs
(916) 257_5400 Lots of References on Request
Gift Certificates Available
CALIC # 560820 (707) 689-6532
Based in Dixon Since 1991 FREE ESTIMATES

PREGNANCY PLUMBING

Pregnant? Worried? - ater Hoaters

We Can Help!
All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence
Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center
138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

General Plumbing

'fa‘#éf’ L i} .
‘E Repai
Plumblng mergency Repairs

Energy Efficient Tankless

Water Heaters
Water Treatment Units

707-249-6159

jakesplumbingandrooter.com

Discounts for Military & Seniors Lic. #913295

N
Sell

Your Vehicle
in the
Local Classifieds
Call
530-743-6643
MPG
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Love of the Game

River Cats Broadcaster Whites Haikus on Baseball and Life

Story by Shaunna Boyd

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Johnny Doskow, the well-known
TV and radio broadcaster for the
Sacramento River Cats, recently
immortalized his love of the
game in a book of haiku focusing
on his experiences in both base-
ball and in life.

Doskow was “raised with
the game” and always knew he
wanted to call baseball. “I’ve
been fortunate to fulfill my
dream,” he said. His career began
in 1991 calling local sports in
Iowa. Two years later he started
his first job in professional base-
ball with the Cedar Rapids
Kernels. From there, he moved to
California, where he worked with
both the High Desert Mavericks
and the Fresno Grizzlies before
becoming the voice of the
Sacramento River Cats in 2001.
He also broadcast for the major
leagues for 34 games in 2012
with the Oakland A’s.

This past March, with the
baseball season forced into hia-
tus by the coronavirus pandemic,
Doskow had no games to call.
During his first summer off in
28 years, he started writing.
Originally, he didn’t have plans
for a book; he was just writing
haikus about life and moments he
wanted to remember. It was his
wife Deb who suggested he write
about his life’s passion: baseball.
Before he knew it, he had more
than enough poems to fill a book.
“It just happened organically,”
he said.

Doskow has been fascinated
by haikus ever since his older
brother introduced him to the for-
mat as a kid. “I’ve always written
them,” Doskow said — even
writing them in the margins of
in-flight magazines as he traveled

“

Sacramento River Cats broadcaster Johnny Doskow releases a book of haikus titled Goodnight Em. Readers will
relate to the poems, which focus on love of the game, love of family, and love of life. Photo provided by Johnny Doskow.

never kept any of them,” he said.
Doskow likes the rhythm of
haikus (written in a syllable pat-

enjoys the challenge of “trying
to tell a story in 17 syllables.
It’s not easy to do.” Telling a

the potential for both simplic-
ity and depth. In “Patience,”
Doskow writes, “dark cloudy

noon darkness/3 p.m. blue sky.”
Such poems ask readers to put
themselves into that moment.
Doskow hopes that readers can
find something to relate to in
these poems, something that
connects these stories to their
own experiences.

In “Scoring,” he writes, “keep-
ing score at game/a religion for
some folks/baseball love affair.”
For true fans, the book will be
like a reading a love letter to the
game. Doskow called the writing
process “a walk down mem-
ory lane,” and the book brings
readers on that journey as well.
Many of the haikus evoke mem-
ories of significant baseball
moments — both triumphant and
heartbreaking.

In “Sign Off,” Doskow
explains the title of the book,
Goodnight Em: “ever since her
birth/in my broadcast conclu-
sion/my words, ‘goodnight em.””
He started that signature sign-
off during the 2006 season when
his daughter Emily was just an
infant. Long nights at the ball-
park and frequent time away
from home for away games
meant he was often missing his
young daughter. The signoff was
a way to signify his love and con-
nection to her. When trying to
come up with a title for the book,
Doskow’s wife Deb suggested
Goodnight Em, and he knew
instantly that it was perfect.

Goodnight Em honors every-
thing Doskow loves most in
this world. The book can be
purchased online at www.
johnnydoskow.com. It can
also be purchased locally
at Face In A Book book-
store in El Dorado Hills or at
either of the Sacramento loca-
tions of Patchamama Coffee
(Doskow’s favorite coffee in

during the baseball season. “I

tern of five, seven, five) and

Is Newsom Serious ahout
Banning Gas-Powered Cars?

By Dan Walters
CALMatters

Gov. Gavin Newsom flatly
declared Wednesday that
“In the next 15 years we
will eliminate in the state of
California the sales of inter-
nal combustion engines.”

It was the latest exam-
ple of Newsom’s fondness
for headline-grabbing pro-
nouncements of “big hairy,
audacious goals.”

The classic example was
his flat campaign declara-
tion that he would solve
California’s chronic housing
shortage by building 3.5 mil-
lion new homes.

That was impossible, as
anyone familiar with hous-
ing issues could attest,
and after his election,
Newsom backed off, call-
ing it an “aspirational” goal.
Actually, housing produc-
tion has declined during his
governorship.

The governor’s declaration
that by 2035 new car buy-
ers in California must buy
only “zero emission vehi-
cles” (ZEVs) seems to be
in the mold of his housing
promise. In fact, his execu-
tive order does not command
that it happen, but rather
says “it shall be a goal of
the state that 100 percent of
in-state sales of new passen-
ger cars and trucks will be
zero-emission by 2035” and
directs the Air Resources

Board to figure out how to
do it “consistently with tech-
nological feasibility and
cost-effectiveness.”

Even if he’s serious about
it — and one is never cer-
tain that he is — there are
immense hurdles to over-
come, not the least being
Californians’ obvious
reluctance to embrace bat-
tery-powered ZEVs as their
primary motor vehicles due
to their cost, relatively small
size and limited range.

While California accounts
for about half of the ZEVs
on American roads, they are
still fewer than 2% of the
nearly 30 million cars and
light trucks in California.
And despite state and federal
subsidies, they are a fraction
of the state’s current goal
of having 1.5 million in use
by 2025.

Newsom’s declaration, and
a request to the Legislature
to phase out fracking to pro-
duce oil and natural gas,
cheered environmental advo-
cates who want California
to be bolder in reducing its
emissions of greenhouse
gases. He blamed global
warming for the destructive
wildfires that have swept
through the state this year.

However, business lead-
ers, particularly those in the
affected industries, warn
about the pitfalls of trying to
wean California’s economy
off hydrocarbons. California
is one of the nation’s lead-
ing producers of oil and gas,
particularly since fracking
regenerated older fields, and
the state consumes immense
amounts of both fuels to not
only directly power trans-
portation but to generate
the electricity that ZEVs
must have.

During recent hot spells,
as California’s air condi-
tioners drove electric power
consumption to levels
requiring blackouts, natural
gas-fired power plants sup-
plied more than half of
the juice.

“Unless California, along
with other states and coun-
tries, supports a market for
ZEVs that ensures vehi-
cle performance, range,
safety, functionality, price,
and choice for automobile
consumers, then California
residents alone will be left
with higher energy and trans-
portation costs without a
material effect on global
(greenhouse gas) emissions,”
the California Chamber of
Commerce said. “Forcing
this transition through a
mandate will burden the con-
sumers least able to afford it,
either by pricing them out of
the new vehicle market or
increasing the cost to main-
tain and fuel a used vehicle
with a combustion engine.

Predictably critical as that
statement may be, it makes
valid points about the prac-
tical and socioeconomic
challenges of doing what
Newsom insists will be done.

Finally, there’s the polit-
ical/legal question of
whether California can do
it. It would require the fed-
eral government to continue
California’s “waiver” from
federal air pollution rules
and that would probably
hinge on whether Republican
President Donald Trump is
re-elected or is defeated by
Democrat Joe Biden.

Dan Walters has been
a journalist for nearly 60
years, spending all but a few
of those years working for
California newspapers %
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