
By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Forget 
the stereotypes of older 
women with cats. Shauna 
Manina, the new Chamber 
of  Commerce  Chief 
Executive Officer may be 
both of those but she is 
also a proud “Biker” and 
a skilled marketer who 
already coordinated her 
first virtual mixer.

“I have rescued kitties 
and 127 potted plants but 
I’m a biker,” she said with 
pride. “I very strongly sup-
port anything that helps 
veterans or children.” 
Manina comes with nearly 
20 years at the Vacaville 
Reporter as a Special 
Events Coordinator. That 
may have been the longest 
stint of being in the same 
place after growing up in an 
Air Force family that lived 
in 40 different states by the 
time she started taking col-
lege classes at age 14. She 

worked in Europe for a few 
years for the Air Force and 
studied at Cambridge for 
five years in New York but 
then moved to Vacaville to 
be closer to family.

This driven woman has 
a long list of successful 
endeavors including start-
ing Merriment on Main, 
the Downtown Vacaville 
Business Association, the 

Creek Walk, Fiesta Days, 
and KidzFest to name a 
few. She worked briefly 
at the Vacaville Chamber 
as Member Relations 
Director but got shut down 
with the pandemic. With 
that kind of background, 
Dixon may appear as a 
blank slate for her.

“I think the Chamber 
has been doing great and 
has a solid foundation. I 
will build upon it,” she 
said. “My motto is con-
nect, communicate, and 
collaborate.”

Manina talked about the 
ability to recognize other 
people’s gifts that she 
feels God has given them 
and how to bring people 
together.

“It is only by the grace of 
God and good people who 
buy into the vision that these 
things were accomplished,” 
she said. “I will take respon-
sibility for giving them the 
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Falling for Fall
Join the Fun of a Decorating Contest

One of many decorated vignettes that can be used in the Falling for Fall Decorating Contest sponsored by the Dixon United 
Methodist Church Women and co-sponsored by the Independent Voice. Other sponsors and organizations are being sought for 
involvement. Photo by Suzanne Galloway.

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Decorating Dixon 
for fall and giving all ages an oppor-
tunity to do something creative during 
the pandemic is the goal behind the 
wonderful women at the Dixon 
United Methodist Church. ‘Falling for 
Fall’ is an invitation for the front of 
homes and businesses to be decorated 
with gourds, pumpkins, or scare-
crows where people can drive-by and 
enjoy now.

Returning from a trip to the East 
Coast, Suzanne Galloway, President 
of the group, was inspired by the 
҅Pumpkin People’ contest in Jackson, 
New Hampshire, a state in the New 
England region known for their 
astonishing array of colorful trees.

“They celebrate autumn really big 
back there,” she said, showing many 
pictures she took of their trip which 
included Vermont. “People come 

from far and wide to view the har-
vest season.” The idea struck her that 
Dixon would probably have a lot of 
fun with this kind of thing with two 
pumpkin patches, Silveyville and 
Cool Patch, right here in town.

Individuals or families and busi-
nesses are invited to decorate in front 
of their house or business so the rest 
of our residents can drive by and see 
them while maintaining social dis-
tancing. People can decorate their 
doorways or create vignettes in their 
yards using Halloween or fall themes.

“The possibilities are endless,” 
Galloway said. The Independent 
Voice will publish a map and list of 
locations. “If they are a business, it 
would create extra exposure to let the 
rest of us know they are still open... 
or will be soon when conditions 
allow,” Galloway said. This long-
time Dixon High School teacher, now 
retired, and decorator for the DUMC 

entry for the annual Festival of Trees 
is certain displays could be left up 
through Thanksgiving – maybe even 
Christmas with the addition of pretty 
ornaments.

The displays can go up any time in 
September or early October but the 
final map will be published in time 
for a Harvest Celebration over the 
weekend of October 10-11. Clubs are 
encouraged to have special activities 
those days.

“This will be a fun way to get us 
out of our homes and walking, biking, 
or driving around town,” she said. 
Other groups are being contacted.

‟We are hoping other organiza-
tions will participate, join in the 
fun, and spread the word to all of 
their members,” she said. For more 
information or to register your dis-
play, leave a message at the Dixon 
United Methodist Church phone 
(707) 678-2191. � H

New Leader Anxious to Rev Up Chamber

Shauna Manina, New Dixon Chamber President/CEO. Courtesy photo

Get Ready 
for Coastal
Cleanup Day

COUNCIL 
ASKED TO NAME 
MACDONALD 
GROVE

Newsom’s 
Plan Imposes 
Risk-Based 
Restrictions

Office of Governor 
Gavin Newsom

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
unveiled the Blueprint 
for a Safer Economy, a 
statewide, stringent and 
slow plan for living with 
COVID-19 for the long 
haul. The plan imposes 
risk-based criteria on 
tightening and loosen-
ing COVID-19 allowable 
activities and expands the 
length of time between 
changes to assess how any 
movement affects the tra-
jectory of the disease.

Like every aspect of 
California’s response, data 
and science are the North 
Star, and as a result, this 
new framework makes a 
number of changes to the 
state’s previous resilience 
roadmap.

Californians can go to 
covid19.ca.gov to find out 
where their county falls 
and what activities are 
allowable in each county.

“This Blueprint is state-
wide, stringent and slow,” 
said Governor Newsom. 
“We have made nota-
ble progress over recent 
weeks, but the disease is 
still too widespread across 
the state. COVID-19 will 
be with us for a long time 
and we all need to adapt. 
We need to live differently. 
And we need to minimize 
exposure for our health, 
for our families and for our 
communities.”

The Blueprint builds 
on lessons learned from 
the first six months of the 
disease – and the new sci-
entific understanding that 
has been collected – to 
create a new system for 
regulating movement and 
COVID-19 transmissions. 
It includes:

(1) At least 21 days to 
expand activities beyond 
the initial tier to ensure 
California better limits 
the spread of the virus; 
(2) Mandatory metrics 
– case rates and test pos-
itivity – to measure how 
widespread COVID-19 is 
in each county and guide 
what is allowed; (3) A uni-
form state framework, with 
four categories instead of 
58 different sets of rules; 
(4) A more nuanced way of 
allowing activity: Instead 
of open vs. closed, sectors 
can be partially opened 
and progressively add to 
their operations as disease 
transmission decreases; 
and (5) A new process for 
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IN VACAVILLE 
DAMAGED BY 
WILDFIRE
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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Northwest 
Park was started over 40 
years ago and was devel-
oped over three phases. It 
is the city’s second com-
munity park, located at the 
intersection of West H and 
North Lincoln Streets, and 
is surrounded by residential 
development. Park facilities 
geared to the neighborhood 
include at least 22 acres of 
covered picnic areas, bas-
ketball court, two children’s 
play areas, turf landscaping, 
walking paths, and barbe-
cue pits. The park consists 
of large sports fields, park 
benches, and two restrooms, 
all connected by paved trails 
and shaded by full, sturdy 
trees.

The three large multi-pur-
pose basins where children 
and adults play sports once 
served as water storage for 
the construction of the many 
new homes built in the 
area. In those days, David 
MacDonald would build 
boats with his buddies in the 
family driveway around the 
corner and sail them across 
the ponds.

Soon after Northwest 
Park was completed and 
when the trees were young, 
a group of teenagers stopped 
and decided to snap off the 
tops of the trees. David, then 
a teenager himself, stepped 

in to stop the vandalism of 
the young trees. However, 
David did not stop there. 
He went on to care for those 
hapless trees until they 
recovered, took root, and 
began to thrive.

“It’s absolutely very com-
mon for young trees to 
be vandalized,” said for-
mer Parks and Community 
Services Director Randy 
Davis who has organized 
several occasions of vol-
unteer tree plantings at 
the Veterans Park near his 
home. “You plant ten and 
hope seven will survive.” 
He said that each and every 
tree has to be protected until 
it is eventually rooted well 
enough to thrive.

That particular grove of 
trees in Northwest Park is 
here today for all to enjoy 
thanks to young David's 
commitment  for  their 
survival.

“I was a step mom and 
got David when he was 15,” 
said Marianne MacDonald, 
a long-time local Realtor. 
“I watched David and how 
he approached things; so 
organized and methodical. 
What impressed me about 
David was he always did 
what he said he would do. 
I mean always. If he said 
he’d pick up something or 
clean up something, he did 
it.” David went on to serve 
as Student Body President at 

Dixon High School, had lots 
of friends, and played soc-
cer. Although he never took 
music, he plays bagpipes.

“His Dad played bag-
pipes,” said Marianne.  
“David wanted to be a doc-
tor. He had been accepted at 
other colleges but he wanted 
UC Irvine because of the 
medical school there and he 
wanted to stay in California 
and be able to drive his old 
pick up,” she said.

David, now 58, did 
become a doctor. In fact, 
he is a Family Medicine 
Spec ia l i s t  and  p rac -
tices at Martinez Health 
Center, inside Contra Costa 
Regional Medical Center. 
His healing gifts never left 
him and he continues to 
give back, said Marianne. 
Besides being a doctor, 
David often plays the sooth-
ing sound of bagpipes at the 
bedside of patients in their 
last hours of life. She is still 
impressed.

At last Tuesday night's 
City Council Meeting, 
the Council was asked to 
authorize the placement 
of a plaque near the grove 
naming the area the David 
MacDonald Grove, to com-
memorate David's actions 
which “added to the beauty 
of the City of Dixon.” He 
doesn’t know about this, she 
said, and she is hoping for a 
surprise.� H

By Debra Dingman

One by one over the past few months 
we have seen many of Dixon’s traditional 
events fall off the calendar. Now there is 
another one. The Chamber announced this 
past week that they will not move for-
ward with their Epicurean Fete, a huge 
fundraiser for the organization which 
showcased dozens of local restaurants and 
many wineries.

The event is normally held in November 
but due to months of planning required, it 
has been cancelled.

“It was a hard decision. Even though 
we are still several months from when the 
event was supposed to take place, we can-
not foresee what the COVID restrictions 
will be then,” said Kay Cayler, Chair of 
the Chamber Board.

This is such a difficult time for many of 
us who are heavily involved in the com-
munity. I am facing a similar situation 
with the Kiwanis Festival of Trees which 
I chair. I feel like I've been hanging onto 
my re-written, pandemic-restricted vision 
of the annual event by my fingernails. 
Because restrictions were lifted once but 
too soon clamped back down, it would be 
easy to just put off the whole thing because 
of the uncertainty. It does take lots of plan-
ning and tons of work is behind the scenes.

Changes in life – and the world – like 
we have experienced actually open doors 
for new ways and new ideas as innovative 
people find ways to persevere in adversity.

Our deadline to make a decision is com-
ing quick and I was optimistic a couple 
days ago when the Governor released three 
new counties and also made revisions for 
daycare for children. We will see...

GOODBYE AND HELLO
Pernell Colter has been a common sight 

as he drove around Dixon in his little 
white City of Dixon pick up reminding me 
of a bee collecting honey and going flower 
to flower. Only for Purnell, he was darting 
from parks, streets, and buildings, to the 
Public Works Maintenance Yard hiding at 
the end of East Chestnut and sandwiched 
by Hall Park and the Mayfair livestock 
area.

Pernell, the Streets and Utilities 
Maintenance Supervisor, has retired after 

40 years with the City of Dixon and I want 
to shout out a loud praise for his many 
years of service. When someone had an 
event, this guy was always Mr. Helpful 
and had such a happy demeanor. I know 
there are many in this town who wish him 

well into a much-deserved retirement.
On that note, join me in welcoming 

the new guy to take up where Pernell left 
off: Tony Perez. He is coming to us from 
the City of Suisun and lives in Winters 
although he said he plans on moving his 
business to Dixon, as soon as he can find 
shop space. He builds engines for classic 
cars like hot rods and lowriders. The name 
of his company is Bowtie Specialties.

“I look forward to serving you in 
Dixon,” he said.

HUBBY CONCERNS
Some of you have asked me to write 

about how my husband is doing and I 
think that is so kind. David recovered from 
heat exhaustion but due to the extended 
time of not getting properly diagnosed, his 
lungs are still having a difficult time and 
he coughs way too much.

He is very typical of all the males I 
know and shrugs it off as “not that bad.” It 
is true he can still sit through a steady hour 
of bad newscasts, continues to refurbish 
our garage, and still gets upset watching 
our City Council so he can’t be too bad. 
But, with the smoke in the air constantly 
irritating breathing passages, it is inces-
sant. I'm being a good wife and forcing 
him to be seen by a completely different 
medical facility. He is a veteran and will 
go to David Grant Medical Center instead 
of Kaiser. Thank you for your concerns. H

Dixon Churches InviteDixon Churches Invite
You To WorshipYou To Worship  

105 South 2nd St., Dixon • 707-678-9424
One Church, 221,055 Locations. Join us this Sunday!

Mass Schedule
Saturday

7:30 pm Spanish
Sunday

8:30 am and 10 am English
6:30 am and 7:30 pm Spanish

Weekday Masses
M-T-F 8:00 am English

T, TH  8:00 am Spanish and Friday 7:30 pm
First Saturday

First Saturday Bilingual Mass at 8:00 am

Every First Friday of the month, Adoration from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm 
and Bilingual Mass at 7:00 pm

 Confessions
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

6:00 - 7:30 pm
Youth & Teen Groups

Bible Study
Religious Education

Holy Sacraments
Please call the offi ce for more info.

www.StPetersChurchDixon.com

Fr. Hector Monotya
Pastor 

Deacons 
Daniel Blanton, John Fio 

Small Groups meet throughout the week.
Tuesday Children’s Adventure Bay - 6:30 pm

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Sheila Dybdahl - Children’s Minister

185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Our sermon topic this week will be as follows:
“Becoming a Peacemaker”

Matthew 5:9
Sunday - Bible Study 9:00 am • Worship 10:30 am

Chamber's Epicurean Cancelled

St. Peters Catholic Church News
Why are the Saints so important to 

Catholics? They were just ordinary peo-
ple after all. Yes, this is true, however they 
lived with Jesus squarely in the center 
of their lives. Some had a strong obedi-
ent faith relationship with Jesus at a very 
young age, while others lived in the world, 
doing things of the world only to realize 
later in life that Jesus was what was miss-
ing in their life and then He became the 
center of it. That’s the first command-
ment, to have a crazy love for God and 
only Him. The Saints exemplify this. They 
understood what it was to live a life only 
for God and to do His will perfectly.

Catholics do not pray to the Saints for 
them to give us something, but to inter-
cede on our behalf, to pray with us to 
God our Father who is the only one who 
answers those prayers, does the miracles, 
loves us like no one else. So then, what 

are all the Saint statues, prayers cards, 
medals and such about? These are remind-
ers of the beautiful people who lived and 
breathed for God who will pray with us 
and for us if we ask. Think of them like 
the photographs of our family members. 
The photographs remind us of our fam-
ily and friends who we have asked, “Will 
you pray for me?” You are not asking 
them to do the miracle, but asking for their 
prayers for you. This is called interces-
sion. That is what the Saints do, intercede. 
To learn more on this topic, check out Fr. 
Mitch Pacwa’s article The Bible Supports 
Praying to the Saints at catholic.com. God 
Bless You.

St. Peter Church is celebrating Mass 
in the parking lot. Please see their web-
site for the Mass schedule for English and 
Spanish. All are welcome to attend. Masks 
are mandatory.� H

Tony Perez

Council Asked to Name 
MacDonald Grove

The 22-acre Northwest Park includes Northwest Park Grove, a grove David MacDonald helped 
protect in his teenage years. Inset: David MacDonald continues his father’s legacy playing 
bagpipes. Courtesy photos

Yin Ranch in Vacaville Damaged by Wildfire
By Yen Marshall, 
APAPA 

VACAVILLE, CA (MPG) - 
APAPA and the Yin 
family are overwhelmed 
with the outpour of 

support and generous 
offers of assistance from 
so many people who 
have been touched by 
the APAPA organization 
and the generosity of 
C.C. and Regina through 

the years.
For those who might 

not be aware of what 
happened, Yin Ranch in 
Vacaville suffered major 
damage from the recent 
wildfires. Both C.C. 

and Regina are well and 
doing ok. Thank you for 
allowing them time to 
rest and adjust. 

In response, former 
principals of APAPA 
who helped C.C. Yin 
establish and orga-
nize APAPA from the 
beginning, Amy Tong 
and Lucy Oback, have 
re turned to  volun-
teer their efforts to start 
a unified fundraising 
effort to help rebuild the 
indoor center of the Yin 
Ranch called the Arch 
building. It was a place 
that was built for the 
community’s gathering, 
networking, developing, 
and empowering the next 
generation of leaders.

Amy and Lucy, with 
Maeley Tom in the 

background, are in the 
process, under the direc-
tion of C.C. and Regina, 
of working on the legal 
and financial logistics 
in starting this fund with 
the understanding that 
all fundraising be uni-
fied under one umbrella 

effort. Notification will 
be distributed as soon 
as the information is 
complete. If there are 
questions regarding this 
effort at this time, please 
direct your inquiry to 
Lucy Oback: lucyo-
back@gmail.com. � H

Season wildfires severely damaged Yin Ranch in Vacaville. 
Photo courtesy of APAPA
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By Allison Martin, 
Solano Resource 
Conservation District

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- This year, cleaning 
California’s coast will 
start at our own front 
doors. Solano County and 
its partners are proud to 
announce that the 12th 
Annual Solano County 
Coastal Cleanup will take 
place throughout the entire 
month of September, 
with an emphasis on each 
Saturday of the month 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Solano County residents 
will help clean their com-
munities and the coast by 
sweeping through their 
own neighborhoods and 
local natural places, help-
ing to prevent single-use 
plastic items and other 
litter from polluting the 
environment and flowing 
into the ocean.

Solano County resi-
dents continue to show 
they care deeply about 
the environment and their 
communities by sup-
porting Coastal Cleanup 
year after year. Since the 
county’s Coastal Cleanup 
program started in 2008, 

more than 27,000 Solano 
County volunteers have 
removed 456,000 pounds 
of trash and recyclable 
debris from local water-
ways, parks, and trails. 
Last year alone, nearly 
2,200 volunteers cleared 
more than 26,000 pounds 
of debris – all in a matter 
of hours.

Due to the ongoing pan-
demic, Coastal Cleanup 
organizers recognized that 
hosting traditional cleanup 
sites with large gatherings 
of volunteers would not be 
safe this year. However, 
Solano County residents 
can honor the spirit and 
intention of the cleanup 
while staying close to 
home and following pub-
lic health guidelines. Trash 
in the streets will become 
beach and ocean pollution 
once the rains begin, and 
cleaning neighborhoods 
and local natural areas 
provides a valuable ser-
vice to the coast and our 
communities alike.

“While we may not 
be able to gather at the 
cleanup sites our vol-
unteers have taken such 
good care of this past 
decade, we can still have 

a positive impact in our 
communities and the envi-
ronment,” shared Narcisa 
Untal, Senior Planner 
with the Solano County 
Department of Resource 
Management. “A com-
munity effort like Coastal 
Cleanup might be exactly 
what we all need right 
now.”

Solano County volun-
teers are asked to begin by 
registering on the Cleanup 
Solano website, cleanup-
solano.org. By registering, 
Coastal Cleanup organiz-
ers can share pertinent 
information with volun-
teers and keep track of 
their impact. In addition to 
registering, volunteers are 
encouraged to download 
and use the CleanSwell 
mobile app or print the 
Trash Collection Data 
Cards, both of which are 
accessible on the Cleanup 
Solano website. The col-
lected trash data is crucial 
for informing policy deci-
sions like California’s 
historic plastic bag and 
straw bans and hold big 
polluters accountable.

 Complete guidelines 
for conducting a neighbor-
hood cleanup, along with 
other resources to help 
plan and prepare, are avail-
able on cleanupsolano.
org. Please check the web-
site for updates and share 
your cleanup experience 
on social media using the 
hashtags #CoastalCleanup 
and #KeepSolanoClean. 
Follow local cleanup efforts 
on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram using the handle 
@cleanupsolano.

For a complete listing 
of Solano County partners 
and community cleanups, 
please visit cleanupsolano.
org� H

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM ��������������
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CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309

California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

tools and encouragement.” She is already 
familiar with the processes so is busy get-
ting to know the members now but is also 
working behind the scenes to give value 
to one's membership benefits such as "sig-
nificant advertising discounts" via the 
Reporter, KUIC and Your Town Monthly 
publication.

“Shauna really stands out for her expe-
rience and passion for the position,” said 
Chamber Board member Robin Tully. 
“She wants to help members develop 
their businesses and believes in help-
ing the community as well. She also has 
great skills with marketing, event planning 
and fiscal management that are needed for 
this position. It's a challenging job.” This 
is the reason the Board chose to give the 
title of “President/CEO” to Manina, said 
Chamber President Kay Cayler who also 
noted it was in line with other Chambers. 

Manina’s list of goals and objectives 
include revamping the Chamber web-
site beginning next week, improving the 
Chamber newsletter, and connecting the 

Dixon Chamber to a work certification 
program to help students be work-ready in 
conjunction with the Solano County Office 
of Education in September.

A ‘Lunch Bunch’ is another activity that 
she hopes will build networking oppor-
tunities. She will invite ten Chamber 
members to meet up at a local restaurant 
for a no-host lunch.

“It’s networking, visiting, and support-
ing another local Chamber member,” she 
said. “We’ve got to eat so why not have 
fun, too? We'll be exploring different 
restaurants.”

Another project that is happening now 
is that the traditional Chamber-sponsored 
Candidates Forum is back on the table 
via Tiffany Fabiani, a former Chamber 
Administrator, who is training Manina on 
how it works. It is planned to be at City 
Hall but no date has been set yet.

To welcome Manina, stop by the 
Dixon Chamber of Commerce, 220 North 
Jefferson, across from Dixon United 
Methodist Church and inside ReMax Gold 
Real Estate. � H

Continued from page 1

New Leader Anxious to Rev Up Chamber

Get Ready for a New Way 
to do Coastal Cleanup Day

Volunteers can clear more than 26,000 pounds of debris in a 
matter of hours. Photo: Courtesy of Solano Resource Conservation District

Recology Recycling Center Re-opens

The Recology Recycling and Buy-Back Facility on the corner of First and C Streets is open again 
for your recycling needs. Their hours are Tuesday through Saturday 9 am to 3 pm and they 
can take oil every day but electronic waste is only on Saturdays. "The boss here is excellent," 
said Wynn Randall who accumulated 20 large trash bags filled with plastic and aluminum over 
their closed time." This location is totally different from Vacaville and so much better," he said. 
He started recycling in January and came to Dixon Recology, but during the pandemic, they 
shut down and he went to Vacaville. He was happy Dixon was open again. "Dixon uses a scale 
and is computerized but in Vacaville, they use a hand calculator," he said noting that the latter 
operation seemed less professional. "They treat you excellently here," he said. Customers may 
call (707) 678-4026 for more information. Photo by Debra Dingman
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Farmers, Ranchers 
Assess Wildfire Damage

Wildfires that have burned swaths of 
Northern and Central California have 
scorched rangeland and damaged or threat-
ened crops and livestock  throughout the 
region. Smoke and ash from the fires have 
also slowed harvests and led to concerns 
about potential impacts to crops. County 
agricultural officials and local farm groups 
have distributed N95 respirators to farmers 
and farm employees, due to poor air quality 
caused by the fires.

Congressional Letter Seeks 
On-Farm Protective Gear

Twenty-five members of Congress 
from California asked the White House 
Tuesday to make more N95 respirators 
available to farmers and their employees. 
The masks are required for outside work 
when air quality worsens during wildfires. 
The  bipartisan request  asked the White 
House Coronavirus Task Force to work 
with state and local authorities to ensure 
farmers and farm employees have “prior-
ity access to the protective gear they need 
to do their essential work.”

Almond Farmers Start Harvest 
of Large Crop

Widespread wildfires have had an indi-
rect effect on Northern California almond 
farmers as their harvest begins. Farmers 
say hazy skies and high humidity slow the 
drying of almonds that have been shaken 
to the ground at the start of harvest. Other 
than the potential delay, the smoke and 
haze don’t affect the crop. California farm-
ers expect a record-sized almond harvest 
this year, and also anticipate large crops of 
pistachios and walnuts.

Dairy Marketers Assess 
Prospects For Autumn

Sales of milk, cheese and other dairy 
products  typically increase  during the 
autumn – but, of course, this is not a typ-
ical year. The usual, seasonal rise in 
fluid-milk sales to schools will be muted, 
as many schools maintain distance-
learning protocols due to the pandemic. 
Marketers say some of that demand may 
shift to at-home consumption. Cheese 
sales may also be affected due to delays or 
cancellations of sporting events and other 
gatherings.� H

HUD Announces Disaster Assistance for Northern California Wildfire Victims
By Eduardo Cabrera,  
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development

WASHINGTON, DC (MPG) - The U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) announced it will 
speed federal disaster assistance to the 
State of California and provide support 
to homeowners and low-income renters 
forced from their homes in areas affected 
by the wildfires.

On August 22nd, President Trump 
issued a major disaster declaration for 
Lake, Napa, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, 
Solano, Sonoma, and Yolo counties. It has 
since been extended to include Monterey 
County.

The President’s declaration allows HUD 

to offer foreclosure relief and other assis-
tance to certain families living in these 
counties. HUD is:

Providing immediate foreclosure relief 
– HUD’s automatic 90-day morato-
rium on foreclosures of Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA)-insured home 
mortgages commenced for the California 
counties covered under the Presidential 
declaration on the date of the decla-
ration. For assistance, call your loan 
servicer or FHA’s Resource Center at 
1-800-304-9320;

Making mortgage insurance available 
– HUD's Section 203(h) program pro-
vides FHA insurance to disaster victims 
whose homes were destroyed or dam-
aged to such an extent that reconstruction 
or replacement is necessary and are facing 

the daunting task of rebuilding or buying 
another home. Borrowers from participat-
ing FHA-approved lenders are eligible for 
100 percent financing, including closing 
costs;

Making insurance available for both 
mortgages and home rehabilitation – 
HUD's Section 203(k) loan program 
enables those who have lost their homes 
to finance the purchase or refinance of a 
house along with its repair through a sin-
gle mortgage. It also allows homeowners 
who have damaged houses to finance the 
rehabilitation of their existing single-fam-
ily home; and

Making information on housing provid-
ers and HUD programs available – The 
Department will share information with 
the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) and the State on housing 
providers that may have available units 
in the impacted counties. This includes 
Public Housing Agencies and Multi-
Family owners. The Department will also 
connect FEMA and the State to subject 
matter experts to provide information on 
HUD programs and providers.

Read about these and other HUD pro-
grams designed to assist disaster victims.

HUD's mission is to create strong, sus-
tainable, inclusive communities and 
quality affordable homes for all.

More information about HUD and its 
programs is available at www.hud.gov and 
https://espanol.hud.gov.

For information about Opportunity 
Zones visit: https://opportunityzones.hud.
gov/�  H

Sen. Dodd’s Insurance Claims 
Streamlining Bill Clears Legislature

By Paul Payne, Office 
of Senator Bill Dodd

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
– A PROPOSAL FROM SEN. 
BILL DODD, D-Napa, that 
would streamline residen-
tial insurance claims for 
victims of disasters such 
as wildfires passed the 
Legislature with bipartisan 
support.

“This latest round of 
des t ruc t ive  wi ldf i res 
underscores the need to 
support Californians suf-
fer ing through these 
all-too-familiar disasters,” 
said Sen. Dodd. “Above 
all, they should not be hit 
with unnecessary insurance 
company delays as they 
seek coverage for living 
expenses and temporary 
housing. This bill brings 
peace of mind, ensuring 
people aren’t buried under 
mountains of insurance 
company paperwork.”

Senate Bill 872, spon-
so red  by  In su rance 
Commissioner Ricardo 

Lara, expands the defini-
tion of additional living 
expenses that must be paid 
to homeowners for losses 
incurred in a state of emer-
gency. Upon submission 
of a claim, it requires an 
advance payment of no 
less than four months for 
costs such as housing, 
furniture rental and trans-
portation. Also, it mandates 
an advance payment of no 
less than 25 percent of a 
policy limit for lost con-
tents without submission 
of an inventory form.

“With over 620 wild-
fires currently burning 
throughout the state, this 
legislation is more impor-
tant than ever to help 
guarantee that future wild-
fire survivors have the 
time and resources they 
need to recover,” said 
Insurance Commissioner 
Ricardo Lara. “I thank 
Sen. Dodd for authoring 
SB 872, which cuts red 
tape for survivors of forth-
coming wildfires to access 

insurance benefits, and I 
thank the Legislature for 
recognizing the urgent 
need for this legislation.”

 The bill, coauthored 
by Sen. Mike McGuire, 
D - H e a l d s b u r g ,  a n d 
Assemblymember Jim 
Wood, D-Santa Rosa, 
makes insurers give home-
owners a 60-day grace 
period for payment of res-
idential premiums after an 
emergency. Also, insur-
ance companies will be 
barred from deducting the 
land value from payouts 
for those who build on new 
lots.

SB 872 now heads to 
Gov. Gavin Newsom for a 
signature.

Senator Bill Dodd rep-
resents California’s 3rd 
Senate District, which 
includes all or portions of 
Solano, Napa, Sonoma, 
Yolo, Sacramento, and 
Contra Costa counties. 
You can learn more about 
Senator Dodd at www.sen.
ca.gov/dodd.� H Thank A Veteran Today

Newsom’s Plan Imposes Risk-Based Restrictions
tightening back up again quickly when 
conditions worsen.

Based on recent data, each county will 
fall into one of four colored tiers – Purple 
(Widespread), Red (Substantial), Orange 
(Moderate) and Yellow (Minimal) – 
based on how prevalent COVID-19 is in 
each county and the extent of commu-
nity spread. That color will indicate how 
sectors can operate.

For  example ,  in  the  Purple 
(Widespread) tier where the disease 
is widespread, restaurants can only 
operate outdoors. But once a county 
has achieved a lower level of disease 
transmission and moved into the Red 
(Substantial) tier, restaurants can operate 
with 25 percent capacity indoors or 100 
patrons, whichever is fewer.

It relies on two leading health metrics: 
number of cases per 100,000 residents 
and percentage of COVID-19 tests 
that come back positive. In addition, 
counties will also be required to show 
they are targeting resources and mak-
ing the greatest efforts to prevent and 
fight COVID in communities and with 
individuals with the highest risk, and 
demonstrate improvements in outcomes.

Counties must remain in every tier but 
purple for a minimum of 21 days before 
being eligible to move into the next tier. 
Each Tuesday, California will update 
each county’s data for the previous week 
and make corresponding changes to 
tiers. In order to move into a less restric-
tive tier, a county must meet that tier’s 
criteria for two straight weeks.

Conversely, counties that fail to meet 
the metrics for their current tier for two 
consecutive weeks must move to the 
next most restrictive tier. The plan also 
includes an “emergency brake” where 

the state can intervene more imme-
diately for concerning factors like 
hospitalizations.

Purple (Widespread) is substi-
tuted for the previous County Data 
Monitoring List (which has equiva-
lent criteria to Purple). Schools in the 
(Purple) Widespread tier aren’t permit-
ted to reopen for in-person instruction, 
unless they receive a waiver from 
their local health department for TK-6 
grades. Schools can reopen for in-per-
son instruction once their county has 
been in the Red (Substantial) tier for at 
least two weeks.

The plan also emphasizes that no 
matter what restrictions the state 
puts in place, COVID-19 will get the 
upper hand if Californians don’t adapt 
their behaviors for the duration of the 
pandemic.

That means, until an effective vac-
cine is distributed, Californians 
must wear a mask every time they’re 
with people outside their household. 
Residents must take activities out-
side and maintain distance even with 
loved ones who do not live with them. 
Californians must realize that the saf-
est place to be is still at home. And the 
elderly and those with medical condi-
tions should still stay away from others 
as much as possible.

The Governor also announced new 
PSAs highlighting the dangers of 
social gatherings during the pandemic 
and partnerships with Yelp, Facebook, 
Google and OpenTable, which will 
now encourage businesses to share 
COVID-19 safety precautions through 
new features so that customers can 
make informed decisions to protect 
their health and safety.

To learn more, visit covid19.ca.gov. �H

Continued from page 1
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HERE ARE 5 WAYS TO PREPARE FOR A PSPS: 

To learn more ways to prepare for a PSPS and any emergency, visit safetyactioncenter.pge.com

Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) is a statewide effort to prevent wildfires by proactively 

turning off power to communities when severe winds and dry weather conditions are 

forecast. While turning off the power helps prevent wildfires, we also know it will disrupt 

lives and cause hardship for our customers. That’s why PG&E does not make this 

decision lightly and will only call a PSPS to help keep customers and communities safe. 

PREPARING FOR  
A PUBLIC SAFETY 
POWER SHUTOFF  
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Make sure PG&E can 
reach you before a 

PSPS by updating your 
contact information 

at pge.com/
mywildfirealerts. 

Pack or restock  
your family’s 

emergency kit  
including food, water, 

batteries, masks, radio 
and a first aid kit.

Make preparations  
for anyone in your 

family who depends  
on electricity for 
medical needs. 

PSPS Updates

pge.compge.com/mywildfirealerts

44 55

Practice manually  
opening your  
garage door  
(if you have  
a garage).

Ensure any  
backup power  

sources are ready  
and safe to  

operate. 

 For translated 
support in over  
200 languages, 
please contact 

PG&E at  
866-743-6589.
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Work Wanted

          M P G  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

WantedSchool

Real Estate

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home!  Set an appt today!  
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered–to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 4 FREE Burgers. Order The 
Griller’s Bundle - ONLY $79.99. 
1-877-882-4248 Use Code 
63281PAM or www.OmahaSteaks.
com/family06 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
VICTIMS OF sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy have rights. Free, 
confidential consultation: 800-444-
9112. Matthews Law Firm, PLLC, 
250 Vallombrosa Ave, Suite 266, 
Chico, CA 95926 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. Call 
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)  (Cal-SCAN
Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 

freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabet-
ic supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call now! 
1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental 
Insurance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

NEEDED~ Your prayer requests 
TO:  Carmelite Nuns, 17765 78th St. 
SE, Wahpeton, ND 58075, carmel-
ofmary@gmail.com, 701-642-2360. 
WE are here 24-7! (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------

Will juice in your home for you. 
Have juicer will travel. Used 
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858
--------------------------------------------------
HARRIS DIATOMACEOUS 
EARTH FOOD GRADE 100%. 
OMRI Listed. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
KILL BED BUGS! Buy 
Harris Sprays, Traps, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. DETECT, 
KILL, PREVENT Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start 
Here – Get trained as FAA 
certifi ed Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualifi ed 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
877-205-4138.   (Cal-SCAN)

I do garage and house organizing, 
cleaning, and de-cluttering.Pruning 
and weeding. I will juice fruit and veg-
etable juices in your home. Serving 
Sacramento, Sutter, and Butte coun-
ties. References, College grad, se-
curity and Health background. Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-20) 

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - 
FASTEST CASH - Any 
Condition. Family owned 
& Operated . Same day 
offer!  (951) 777-2518 
W W W.KCBUYSHOUSES.
COM (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Need some cash! Sell us your un-
wanted gold, jewelry, watches & di-
amonds. Call GOLD GEEK 1-844-
905-1684. BBB A Plus Rated. 
Request your 100 Percent FREE, 
no risk, no strings attached ap-
praisal kit. Call today!  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Freon Wanted: We pay 
CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certifi ed Professionals. 
Call 312-586-9371 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.
com (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for resto-
ration by hobbyist 1948-
1973 Only. Any condi-
tion, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscheres tora t ion@
yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous

Local Classified

Insurance/Health

Got News ??

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916 773-1111

Financial Services

We Can
Do That!

916-773-1111

Call to place your
legal advertising

All Legal Ads
Published by

Messenger  Publishing

We Can
Do That!

916-773-1111

Call to place your
legal advertising

All Legal Ads
Published by

Messenger  Publishing

LEGAL LEGAL  ADS ADS
FORFOR 

SOLANO SOLANO 
COUNTY?COUNTY?

Wanted- Autos
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 35 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

916 773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sell Your 
Stuff !
Reach 

1000’s of 
Readers 
Every 
Week!

CALL

ShoEi Foods is now hiring
Join our TEAM

Apply in person:
1900 Feather River Blvd. 

Olivehurst, CA
Contact: 530-237-1295

E-mail: careers@
shoeiusa.com

NOW HIRING

CLERGY ABUSE
Victims of sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy have rights.

While nothing can undo you or your loved one’s pain 
of  abuse, many states are giving victims a short time 
to recover compensation from their abusers and the 

institutions that enabled them. 

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
THE MATTHEWS LAW FIRM, PLLC,  250 VALLOMBROSA AVE, SUITE 266

CHICO, CA 95926

Call today for your free, confidential consultation.
CLERGY ABUSE ATTORNEY HOTLINE 

800-444-9112

HEALTH & WEALTH
JOIN FOR FREE - NO 
KITS OR QUOTAS & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:           
canderson.myctfo.com c
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com
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Show Them 
Your Value!

Dear Dave,
I’ve been with my com-

pany almost four years. 
Currently, I make the same 
money as a co-worker with 
the same title and the same 
amount of time on the job. 
But since we’ve both been 
there, I have taken on many 
more responsibilities than he 
has. What’s your advice on 
asking for a raise? I feel that 
I have the right to complain 
about the situation, and think 
I should make more money 
than he does.

– Vincent

Dear Vincent,
If  you honestly feel 

like you deserve a raise 
because of your effort and 
performance on the job, 
that’s fine. Sit down with 
your leader, and make an 
objective, logical, and rea-
sonable argument for why 
you deserve more money. I 
wouldn’t mention your co-
worker, because it’s just 
not relevant. What is rele-
vant is the value you bring 
to the company. 

I understand how you 
feel right now. But no, you 

don’t have the “right” to 
complain. You agreed on 
your pay when you took the 
job, and you should perform 
your duties with integrity 
and character. What some-
one else does, or doesn’t 
do, isn’t tied to your per-
sonal compensation.

If you think you deserve 
a raise, and you’ve got the 
results to prove it, sit down 
and have a respectful con-
versation with you leader. 
Show him or her the num-
bers, and the value you 
bring to the company, and 
explain why you feel you 
should get more money.

Good luck, Vincent!
– Dave

You’ve Got To 
Change The Person 

In The Mirror
Dear Dave,
I’m just starting to pay off 

my debts. How do you feel 
about moving credit card 
balances to other companies 
in order to get lower rates? 
It seems like that would help 
me get out of debt faster.

– Elizabeth

Dear Elizabeth,
I get what you’re saying. It 

might help speed up the pro-
cess a tiny bit, but the habits 
that got you into debt in the 
first place won’t change just 
because you’ve switched 
credit card companies. What 
you’re talking about is an 
easy way to lower the inter-
est rates – temporarily, in 

most cases – but it doesn’t 
keep you from taking on 
more debt.

Many people think they’ve 
really done something to 
solve their debt problems 
when they do this. But you’ve 
got to remember that getting 
out of debt, and gaining con-
trol of your finances, is all 
about changing the person 
you see in the mirror. You’ve 
got to make a commitment 
to getting out of debt, stay-
ing out of debt, and sticking 
to a written, monthly budget 
– that means keeping track of 
every, single dollar and living 
on less than you make.

In many cases, when peo-
ple have problems with debt 
it’s the result of unwise life-
style and financial choices. 
But guess what? When you 
change, interest rates don’t 
matter nearly as much. And 
when you shift your mindset 
about money, that will make 
a difference in a way that 
changing credit card com-
panies and chasing lower 
interest rates can’t!

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is CEO of 
Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 16 million listen-
ers each week on 600 radio 
stations and multiple digi-
tal platforms. Follow Dave 
on the web at daveramsey.
com and on Twitter at @
DaveRamsey. � H

Dave Ramsey Says Social Security Matters

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I will be 62 
years of age at the end of 
this year. Can I start drawing 
my Social Security at age 62 
and have it directly deposited 
into my IRA (arm’s length), 
not spend it and continue to 
work without affecting my tax 
position? I will defer actu-
ally using it until a later date 
Signed: Curious Investor

Dear Curious Investor:  
Regardless of where you 
have your Social Security 
benefits deposited, if you 
continue to work after claim-
ing early benefits, you’ll be 
subject to Social Security’s 
earnings test. The earnings 
test applies to anyone who 
collects benefits before they 
reach their full retirement age 
(which for you is 66 years 
and 8 months).

It doesn’t matter if you 
spend your benefits, save 
them, or invest them; you’ll 
still be subject to Social 
Security’s earnings limit. 
And, since IRS rules say that 
only earned income (which 
excludes Social Security ben-
efits) can be deposited into an 
individual retirement account 
(IRA), it is not possible for 
you to direct-deposit your 
Social Security benefits into 
an IRA. In any case, even 

if you otherwise save your 
benefits for later use; you 
will still be subject to Social 
Security’s earnings limit. For 
2020 the annual earnings 
limit is $18,240 (the limit 
changes annually) and if that 
is exceeded, Social Security 
will take back benefits equal 
to $1 for every $2 you are 
over the limit. The earnings 
limit goes up by about 2.5 
times in the year you reach 
your full retirement age 
(FRA) and goes away once 
your FRA is attained.

Social Security gets your 
earnings information from 
the IRS when you file your 
income taxes, and you can-
not avoid the earnings test by 
having the money deposited 
for later use. The earnings 
test will still apply, and they 
will take back some of your 
benefits if you exceed the 
limit. For information, by 
“take back” benefits, I mean 
they will notify you that they 
have overpaid you (due to 
your earnings from working) 
and will give you the option 
of either paying them back 
in full with a lump sum pay-
ment, or they will withhold 
your future benefits until 
they recover what you owe 
because you exceeded the 
earnings limit. 

As for your “tax position” 
on your benefits, that will 
depend upon your combined 
income from all other sources 

(investments, interest, pen-
sions, earnings, etc.), plus 
50% of the SS benefits you 
received during the tax year, 
plus any non-taxable interest 
you may have (combined this 
is known as your Modified 
Adjusted Gross Income, or 
“MAGI”). If you file your 
income taxes as a single and 
your MAGI is more than 
$25,000 (or if you file “mar-
ried-jointly and your MAGI 
is more than $32,000) then 
50% of your SS benefits will 
become part of your taxable 
income. And filing single 
with a MAGI of more than 
$34,000 (or $44,000 if mar-
ried-filing jointly), up to 85% 
of your Social Security bene-
fits will become part of your 
taxable income (by the IRS). 
Once again, it doesn’t matter 
how you dispose of your ben-
efit payments; they will still 
be taxable if you exceed the 
clip levels mentioned above, 
and you will still be subject 
to Social Security’s earnings 
test until you reach your full 
retirement age.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.� H

Can I Hide My Social Security in 
A Tax-Advantaged Account?

Dixon Chamber Cancels Epicurean Fete
Dixon Chamber of Commerce

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Chamber of 
Commerce announced that the Epicurean 
Fete, which had been scheduled for 
November 7, has been cancelled. Due to 
the months of planning involved in staging 
the event, and the current COVID restric-
tions, the Board of Directors has decided 
to postpone until next year.

“It was a hard decision. Even though 
we are still several months from when 
the event was supposed to take place, we 

cannot foresee what the COVID restric-
tions will be then,” said Kay Cayler, 
Chairperson of the Board of Directors of 
the Dixon Chamber. “We cannot endanger 
the health and safety of those who would 
attend the event.”

This highly popular event, now in its 
14th year, features food, beverages, auc-
tions, and raffles and is a favorite among 
the local businesses.  

For more information, contact the Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce at 707-678-2650 
or info@dixonchamber.org. � H
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Rescuing Mrs. Birdley
by Aaron Reynolds, 
Emma Reynolds;

Simon Schuster Books 
For Young Readers

Miranda watches the 
Nature Joe Animal Show 
every day on t.v., which 
of course, makes her an 
animal expert. She knows 
how to spot wild ani-
mals in trouble, capture 
them, and return them to 
their natural habitat just 
like Joe. Then, one day 
Miranda spots her teacher 
Mrs. Birdley at the gro-
cery store. This is not her 
natural habit. Good thing 
Miranda has trained her 
whole life for this day 
and quickly commences 
a series of highly trained 
skills to return her teacher 
to school.

Readers will be fall-
ing over in fits of giggles 
as they follow Miranda 
as she tries to capture her 
teacher in the grocery 
store. Perfectly exploring 
and celebrating a child’s 
imaginative mind inside 
an everyday grocery store. 
Young readers will be able 
to see cause and effect 

while also trying to guess 
what is going to happen 
next. The storyline and 
adorable illustrations carry 
throughout the book’s 
entirety, leaving readers 
with a hilarious open end-
ing. An excellent addition 
for any library, while cele-
brating the start of another 
school year.

Daniel’s First Day 
 Of School

by Jason Fruchter;
Simon Spotlight

Its Daniel Tiger’s first 
day of school, and he is 
full of questions. “Will 
we read books?” “Will 
we play with blocks?” 
“What will my teacher be 
like?” Then Daniel meets 
his teacher and his new 
friends and learns all the 
exciting things to do in 
class.

Let Daniel Tiger ease 
all the worries about the 
first day of school. This 
darling story is filled with 
familiar songs that lit-
tle readers will quickly be 
singing along to as they 
get ready for their own day 
at school.

I’m Feeling 
School Bus Yellow

by Tina Gallo, Clair Rossiter;
Simon Spotlight

The Crayola crayons are 
back, and this time it’s off 
to school. From macaroni 
and cheese yellow to scar-
let red and jungle green, all 
the colors are here to cele-
brate your day.

Explore your school 
day with color. What color 
explains your mood, your 
feelings? I’m Feeling 
School Bus Yellow is a 
great way to take an inside 
look at the colors around 
you, while pairing them 
with feelings and emotions.

Time To Roar
by Olivia A. Cole,  
Jessica Gibson;

Bloomsbury
“Sometimes, you must 

be a bear. Sometimes you 
must ROAR.” In a story 
about standing up, being 
assertive, and being strong, 
the forest animals each find 
their individual voices to 
stand up for their meadow. 
An excellent book that 
expands past the effects 
of deforestation and into 
present-day circumstances 
as well.�  H

FAMILY COMEDY CAPER “SLEEPOVER;” 
NOTES ON THE CONVENTIONS

Riley Reviews

A Film and TV 
Review by Tim Riley

“THE SLEEPOVER” ON NETFLIX
An action caper with heart, “The 

Sleepover” is a family adventure-comedy 
that takes an interesting turn when teenager 
Clancy (Sadie Stanley) and her younger 
middle-school brother Kevin (Maxwell 
Simkins) discover the secret life of their 
stay-at-home mom.

The parents seem like normal suburban 
folks. The father, Ron (Ken Marino), is a 
pastry shop owner always willing to test 
his latest concoctions with the family. The 
mother, Margot (Malin Ackerman), volun-
teers as a lunch monitor at the local school.

Kevin’s goofball antics get him into 
trouble at school. A class presentation of 
his father’s biography is such farfetched 
fiction that his teacher requires a do-over. 
His outlandish dance moves in the school 
bathroom get caught on camera and go 
viral.

Clancy, a talented cellist with daunt-
ing stage fright, is more subdued, and yet 
highly irritated that she’s the only one in 
her grade without a cellphone that her 
overprotective mother won’t let her have.

Kevin has a sleepover with his nerdy 
friend Lewis (Lucas Jaye), a bedwetter 
who happens to be uptight about anything 
outside of his dull routine. Meanwhile, 
Clancy wants to sneak out to a party with 
her friend Mim (Cree Cicchino), a social 
media maven.

The kids’ plans for the night are upended 
when Margot and Ron get kidnapped at 
gunpoint. It turns out that Margot has a 
secret past unknown to the rest of the fam-
ily. She’s been in witness protection for 
years after turning state’s evidence against 
her old crew.

Unlikely as it seems, Margot was a mas-
ter jewel thief in league with a bunch of 
fellow crooks, including her ex-flame Leo 
(Joe Manganiello), a hunky stud who’s 
bound to elicit pangs of jealousy from 
Margot’s somewhat awkward husband.

Following a trail of clues left behind by 
Margot, the kids locate a storage locker 
filled with gadgets that would be the envy 
of James Bond and other action heroes. 
Now it’s up to the spunky quartet to get 
from Cape Cod to Boston where a major 
heist is to occur at a gala affair.

Put to the test of one last job, Margot 
is tasked with stealing a jeweled crown 
from a royal couple, and Ron is forced to 
tag along disguised as an assistant with 
an amusing lack of control over various 
bodily functions and inability to maintain 
a French accent.

When the time is right, Margot reveals 
that she’s got the chops of a skilled fighter 
that match those of someone like Charlize 
Theron in “Atomic Blonde” and the recent 
Netflix film, “The Old Guard.”

Nothing about “The Sleepover” sug-
gests that a groundbreaking twist on the 

family-centered adventure genre is at hand. 
That hardly matters when the hyperactive 
rescue mission results in a pleasant and 
enjoyable caper that is watchable fun for 
the family.

“The Sleepover” is a perfectly service-
able made-for-TV movie that is more 
appropriate for home entertainment than

viewing at the multiplex.
NOTES ON THE NATIONAL 
POLITICAL CONVENTIONS

The Independent Voice has been cover-
ing the national political conventions going 
back to the 1996 Bill Clinton vs. Bob Dole 
presidential contest, and this year began 
with the expectation of doing the same.

Once again, this newspaper went 
through the quadrennial process of obtain-
ing the necessary press credentials to cover 
the conventions from the U.S. Senate 
Periodical Press Gallery.

Then, the bat flu from China intervened, 
and we all had hoped to flatten the curve in 
a couple of weeks so that we could emerge 
from our basements. That didn’t quite 
work out as planned, and tradition went out 
the window.

Instead, we were treated to infomercials 
from both parties, and in some situations, 
spontaneity was completely lacking.

That was the obvious case with Michelle 
Obama’s speech at the Democratic con-
vention. How do we know? It was taped 
in advance without mention of Kamala 
Harris.

Nothing appeared to be very upbeat 
about the virtual convention of the 
Democrats. As to be expected from a party 
that has wanted to impeach the President 
even before he was sworn in to office, 
Trump Derangement Syndrome was on 
steroids at the convention.

Unless I missed it somewhere, the 
Democrats managed to completely ignore 
the riots, looting, burning of businesses 
large and small, and the violence tak-
ing place in the Democrat-run cities like 
Portland, Seattle and New York.

Following the convention, Joe Biden 
issued a tepid statement against the 
violence, but that is only because his cam-
paign strategist, Don Lemon of CNN, said 
there was a problem.

Although the political speakers at the 
Republican convention were uniformly 
good, the best impressions belong to the 
real people who spoke with conviction.

Ann Dorn, the wife of slain African-
American police Captain David Dorn, 
spoke eloquently from the heart, as did so 
many other normal Americans of all stripes.

The Republicans, as well as President 
Trump, focused on the powerful stories of 
everyday heroes, creating far more positive 
optics than what the Democrats offered. 
The President also put forward a compel-
ling agenda for a second term.

The next two months will be interesting. 
Will Joe Biden emerge from his basement 
for debates? We shall see.� H

FOR THE LOVE OF

By Amy Shane
Book Review & Special Events Editor   •   amy-shane@att.net  •   amy_fortheloveofbook

BOOKS
Book Review & Special Events Editor

Back to School

Advertise in 
your Local 
Community 
Newspaper

Call

916-773-1111

While this school year may look a little different this year, you can always count on 
great Back-to-School books. This collection of books brings the spirit of learning any-
where while also exploring and pairing great projects perfect for home learning.

LOCAL NEWS
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

32
ONLY

PER YEAR

*

HAS NEVER BEEN SO IMPORTANT!

RECEIVE THE DIXON’S INDEPENDENT VOICE
EVERY WEEK AT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS!

YES! START MY SUBSCRIPTION NOW!

MAIL YOUR PAYMENT AND GET STARTED IMMEDIATELY:

DIXON’S INDEPENDENT VOICE
P.O. Box 1106, Dixon, CA 95620

Main of�ce address: 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5, Carmichael, CA 95608

The Dixon’s Independent Voice is published weekly on Friday.
*Subscription rate valid only within Dixon and Solano County.

FULL NAME

STREET

PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS
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DON’T WAIT! CALL NOW!   916-773-1111

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 8

Crossword Puzzle on Page 8
STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • 1980S LYRICS

CLUES
ACROSS
1. Lascaux and Mammoth, 
e.g.
6. At the stern
9. Eyeball rudely
13. Inuit boat
14. And not
15. Sing like Sinatra
16. Manicurist’s file
17. Old-fashioned “before”
18. *”If you ____, I won’t 
cry. I won’t waste one single 
day”
19. *”Steve walks warily 
down the street with the 
brim pulled way ____ ____”
21. *”She’s just a girl who 
claims I am ____ ____”
23. “Play it, ____,” from 
“Casablanca”
24. Boris Godunov, e.g.
25. *”All right stop collab-
orate and listen, ____ is 
back...”
28. Between Phi and Kappa
30. Restriction limiting use of 
lights during air raid
35. J.D. Power awards 
competitors
37. *”Oh, back on the chain 
____”
39. Ann Patchett’s novel “Bel 
____”
40. Slightly
41. Algorithmic language
43. French “place”
44. Kind of potato masher
46. Brickowski’s brick
47. Cleopatra’s necklace
48. Canine’s coat
50. Sol or fa
52. National Institutes of 
Health
53. *”____ Christmas, I gave 
you my heart”
55. Trinitrotoluene
57. *”You were working as 
a waitress in a cocktail bar 
when I ____ ____”
60. *”I wanna dance with 
somebody, with somebody 
who ____ ____”
64. Lithograph, for short
65. Holstein sound
67. Radio sign
68. Killed, like dragon
69. Commotion
70. Yiddish shrew
71. Sleep in rough accommodations
72. Gourmet mushroom
73. Cancel an edit, pl.

DOWN
1. Whispered from a prompting 
booth
2. Shells and such
3. *”Meeting you with a ____ to 
a kill”
4. Brings home the bacon
5. First U.S. space station
6. Again
7. *”Hello, is it me you’re looking 
____?”
8. Weight of refuse and chaff, pl.
9. Black and white cookie
10. One from Goa
11. *”And I’m never gonna make 
it like you do, making ____ out of 
nothing at all”
12. Compass reading
15. One of religious orders
20. Last letter of Greek alphabet
22. Experienced

24. Sine over cosine
25. *”I long to see the sunlight in 
your hair and tell you time and time 
again how much ____ ____”
26. Northwoods dwelling?
27. The Goldbergs sibling
29. *”Cuase I’m your ____ cool one, 
and I’m built to please”
31. Scotch ingredient
32. Kitchen tear-jerker
33. Wombs
34. *”Ooh, what’s the matter with 
the crowd I’m seeing? Don’t you 
know that they’re out of ____?”
36. Petals holder
38. *”Wake me up before you ____”
42. It creates instant millionaires
45. Count on, two words
49. One from Laos
51. Emissaries
54. Poison ivy or Poison oak
56. Religious doctrine
57. Venus de ____
58. Greek Hs
59. Not that
60. Pilot’s stunt
61. Not loony
62. Catcher’s gear
63. Geological time periods
64. Psychedelic acronym
66. Lyric poem

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 8

Solutions on Page 8

QAnon is getting its first 
congresswoman.

Marjorie Taylor Greene 
won a runoff in a Republican 
primary, all but assuring her 
victory in November in a 
heavily GOP district.

She is thus set to become 
the highest officeholder in the 
land who takes seriously the 
lunatic theories of QAnon, 
the anonymous internet 
poster who says, among other 
ludicrous and poisonous 
things, that there's a global 
network of pedophiles about 
to be exposed and undone by 
President Donald Trump.

Greene's ascension is the 
latest indication of the creep-
ing influence of Q, who has 
fashioned a kind of free-float-
ing John Birch Society for 
the digital age. The author's 
adherents or fellow travelers 
are adept at spreading memes 
on social media, hold signs 
or wear paraphernalia touting 
Q at Trump rallies, and now 
are notching some victories 
in GOP primaries.

Jo Rae Perkins, a no-hoper 
who won the Republican 
Senate primary in Oregon, 
has  associated herself 
with Q and expressed 

disappointment when her 
sellout campaign team tried 
to hide her enthusiasm for the 
conspiracy theory. Lauren 
Boebert, the upset winner of 
a primary for a Republican 
House seat in Colorado, said 
of Q in a radio interview, “If 
this is real, then it could be 
really great for our country.”

The rise of Q shouldn't be 
exaggerated. Surely, most 
Republicans aren't even 
aware of this dreck, and 
the Q caucus in the next 
Congress might number one 
or two. Almost every polit-
ical movement has a fringe 
that marinates in paranoia 
and is prepared to believe – 
or invent – the worst about 
the other side.

Yet, the spread of QAnon 
shows that the Trump-era 
GOP has weakened antibod-
ies against kookery. Trump 
himself sets the tone. He's an 
indiscriminate tweeter of dis-
reputable Twitter accounts, 
and he’s floated all sorts of 
ridiculous conspiracy the-
ories over the years – just 
ask Ted Cruz’s father, or Joe 
Scarborough. Trump ful-
somely praised Greene upon 
her primary victory as a 
Republican rising star.

In 2017, Greene posted a 
long, hilariously earnest and 
completely bonkers explica-
tion of Q posts to YouTube. 
She had read them closely 
and spent time trying to fig-
ure out their import. The 
time and energy you’d hope 
an eventual congressio-
nal candidate would devote 

to understanding the fed-
eral budget or, say, how to 
reform military procurement, 
she'd poured into Q, and 
was clearly invigorated and 
alarmed by it.

Q has a special draw for 
a segment of Trump sup-
porters. The author's lurid 
inventions involve people 
who are already villains of 
the populist right, the likes 
of George Soros and John 
Podesta. Q promotes a rad-
ical distrust of traditional 
sources of information and 
makes Trump's stumbles into 
master chess moves, both of 
which are pleasing to Trump 
superfans.

All of this is an expla-
nation, not an excuse. Q 
is deeply corrosive of the 
qualities necessary to live 
in and govern a republic. It 
invites its adherents to sus-
pend reason – how else to 
credit all the prophecies that 
haven't come to pass? – and 
believe that a swath of the 
American establishment 
isn't just wrongheaded or 
incompetent, but engaged in 
monstrous secret crimes.

Marjorie Taylor Greene 
has already been criticized 
by Republican congressio-
nal leaders for her incendiary 
rantings about Muslims. She 
deserves, too, to be shunned 
her for attraction to Q, even 
if the president of the United 
States is unbothered by it.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features 
Synd., Inc. � H

The QAnon Rot  
in the GOP

Reader Alert: This week, 
I, Toni King received a let-
ter from the Social Security 
office regarding my spe-
cial needs sister’s benefits 
and an amazing SCAM 
ALERT was on the back of 
the envelope that her Social 
Security letter was in. I felt 
it was my duty to America 
and the Toni Says newspa-
per article readers to let you 
know what Social Security 
is saying.

Here is what is written 
on the back of the Social 
Security envelope which 
I  received “!!!SCAM 
ALERT!!! Scammers are 
pretending to be govern-
ment employees. They 
may threaten you and may 
demand immediate payment 
to avoid arrest or other legal 
actions. Do not be fooled! 
If you receive a suspicious 
call:
1.	Hang Up!
2.	Do Not Give Them 

Money Or Personal 
Information!

3.	Report The Scam At 
OIG.SSA.GOV.”
On March 27, 2020, 

Inspector General Gail 
Ennis of Social Security 
released a news release 
from the Social Security 
Administration warning 
about new Social Security 
Benefit Suspension Scams 
that America needs to be 
aware of. She said: “Today, 
I am warning the pub-
lic about fraudulent letters 
threatening suspension of 
Social Security benefits due 

to COVID-19 or coronavi-
rus-related office closures. 
Social Security will not 
suspend or discontinue ben-
efits because Social Security 
offices are closed.

The Social Security Office 
of the Inspector General has 
received reports that Social 
Security beneficiaries have 
received letters through the 
U.S. Mail stating their pay-
ments will be suspended or 
discontinued unless they call 
a phone number referenced 
in the letter. Scammers may 
then mislead beneficia-
ries into providing personal 
information or payment via 
retail gift cards, wire trans-
fers, internet currency, or by 
mailing cash, to maintain 
regular benefit payments 
during this period of 
COVID-19 office closures.

As of Tuesday, March 17, 
2020, local Social Security 
offices are closed to the 
public due to COVID-19 
concerns. However, Social 
Security employees con-
tinue to work. Social 
Security will not sus-
pend or decrease Social 
Security benefit payments 
or Supplemental Security 
Income payments due to 
the current COVID-19 
pandemic. Any communi-
cation you receive that says 
Social Security will do so is 
a scam, whether you receive 
it by letter, text, email, or 
phone call.”

Toni Says article readers, 
please be aware that phone 
numbers referenced in these 
fraudulent letters are NOT 
the Social Security office 
and please DO NOT CALL 
THESE NUMBERS AND 
GIVE ANY PERSONAL 
INFORMATION!!

Also, in the press release 
it stated that Social Security 
will never:

1.	Threaten you with ben-
efit suspension, arrest, or 
other legal action unless 
you pay a fine or fee.

2.	Promise  a  bene f i t 
increase or other assis-
tance in exchange for 
payment.

3.	Require  payment by 
retail gift card, cash, wire 
transfer, internet currency, 
or prepaid debit card.

4.	Demand secrecy from 
you in handling a Social 
Security-related problem.

5.	Send official letters or 
reports containing per-
sona l ly  iden t i f i ab le 
information via email.
The Inspector General’s 

news release also stated 
that if you receive a letter, 
text, call or email that you 
believe to be suspicious, 
about an alleged problem 
with your Social Security 
number, account, or pay-
ments, hang up or do not 
respond. Social Security is 
asking Americans to please 
share this information with 
your friends and family to 
help spread awareness about 
Social Security scams.

Please fill out scam report 
of a Social Security scam by 
using the dedicated online 
form at http://oig.ssa.gov. It 
states on the Office of the 
Inspector General website 
that by educating yourself 
and learning how to identify 
and report various schemes, 
then you can stay “several 
steps” ahead of scam artists!

Toni King, author of the 
Medicare Survival Guide® 
is giving a $5 discount 
on the Medicare Survival 
Guide® Advanced book 
packages for the Toni Says® 
newspaper article read-
ers at  www.tonisays.com. 
Have a question regarding 
Medicare email info@toni-
says.com.�  H

Toni King

Social Security Scam Alert!!!
Hang UP on Bogus Calls!!

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SOLANO COUNTY?
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S. Todd Comm, DDS
Allison N. Craig, DDS

General Dentistry
Monday - Thursday

Evening  Appointments Available

1300 N. Lincoln St. • Ste. A • Dixon
707.678.9296

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

FUNERAL SERVICES

DENTISTRYMEDICAL SERVICES

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

24 Hour Security Cameras

1800 N. First St. • Dixon
707-693-9200

BOXES & MOVING SUPPLIES

STORAGE

FREE ESTIMATES

S&Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

(530) 662-0295
1122 Pendegast Street • Woodland

culliganwoodland.com

WATER SERVICES

jakesplumbingandrooter.com
707-249-6159

Lic. #913295

Energy Efficient Tankless 
Water Heaters

Water Treatment Units

• Water Heaters
• Remodels
• General Plumbing
• Emergency Repairs

Discounts for Military & Seniors

PLUMBING

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Consistent Results

(916) 257-5400
CA LIC # 560820

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION

Based in Dixon Since 1991

CONSTRUCTION

• PRINTING

• PACKING

• SHIPPING

• MAILBOXES

The UPS Store

NOTARY & LIVESCAN
FINGERPRINTING AVAILABLE
M-F 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM, SAT 9 AM - 5PM 

p: (707) 678-6115
f:  (707) 678-6204
e: store1353@theupsstore.com
w: theupsstore.com/1353
1285 Stratford Avenue Ste. G
Dixon, CA 95620

SHIPPING

 Lic #825681

GREG’S ROTOTILLING
AND LANDSCAPING 

All Phases of Landscape, Construction & Repair

Small Tractor Work | Grading | Mowing

(707) 480-3809

Since 1986

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

WEEKLY COMICS
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Be a part of something important
Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 
Previous newspaper delivery 
experience a plus but not required.

We are looking for people who want to deliver 
newspapers in their neighborhoods.
Provide great customer service to our readers every Friday.

Earn money to help pay
those monthly bills.

Call us today at 916-773-1111 

Cars4Kidneys

Donate your Car, Truck, RV, Boat, Plane, 
or Real Estate to help people needing

organ transplants on MatchingDonors.com

Cars4Kidneys
1-800-385-0422

Do Crises Help or Hurt Tax Hikes?

By Dan Walters 
CAL Matters

 
Does the trauma envel-

oping California this year 
– pandemic, recession, 
heat waves, blackouts and 
disastrous wildfires – make 
voters more or less likely to 
vote for tax increases?

Sponsors of a $12 bil-
lion a year hike in taxes on 
warehouses, office build-
ings, factories and other 
commercial property hope 
it’s more.

Proposition 15 would 
raise that money for schools 
and local governments by 
changing Proposition 13, 
the iconic 1978 ballot mea-
sure that imposed tight 
restrictions on property 
taxes. If it’s passed, taxable 
values of commercial prop-
erty would be increased to 
current market levels.

Public employee unions 
and other advocates of gov-
ernment spending have 
long yearned to crack 
Proposition 13 via what’s 
called a “split roll” and 
after many starts and stops, 
finally decided that 2020’s 
presidential election, with 
a high voter turnout, would 
be the best time to give it a 
try.

Even before California 
and its economy were ham-
mered by COVID-19 and 
recession, polling indi-
cated that the measure 
had no better than a 50-50 
chance of passage. The 
iffy climate for new taxes 
was also signaled in last 

March’s primary election, 
just before the pandemic hit 
home, when more than half 
of hundreds of local tax and 
bond measures were shot 
down.

Nevertheless ,  spl i t -
roll  advocates forged 
ahead with what became 
Proposition 15, setting 
up what promises to be a 
titanic political war with 
commercial property own-
ers and other business 
groups. Pandemic and 
recession are likely talking 
points for both sides.

Some local  author-
ities have pulled back 
long-planned tax increase 
proposals, believing that 
chances of passage even in 
a high-turnout presidential 
election have faded.

One of those instances 
occurred in July, as a dead-
line for placing measures 
on the ballot approached. 
T h e  S a c r a m e n t o 
Transportation Authority, 
which had decided to ask 
local voters for a half-cent 
sales tax increase, abruptly 
reversed course when poll-
ing indicated it would 
likely fail.

“We understand the pub-
lic sentiment at this time 
given the pandemic and 
social unrest, people are 
focused on other things,” 
transportation author-
ity board chairman Darren 
Suen, a member of the Elk 
Grove City Council, said.

However, it appears that 
most local government 
proposals to raise taxes, 
including bonds that would 
be repaid from increased 
property levies, will remain 
on the ballot.

The California Taxpayers 
Association counts 237 
local tax and bond mea-
sures to be decided in 
November, including 176 
direct tax increases totaling 
roughly $1.5 billion. Voters 

also will face $13.1 billion 
in local school construction 
bonds and $1.9 billion in 
other local bonds, Cal-Tax 
says.

Most are traditional 
increases in sales taxes or 
parcel taxes on property, 
but they also include local 
levies on legal marijuana 
sales, property transfer doc-
uments, utility services and 
hotel rates.

A semi-new taxation 
wrinkle is being tried in 
several San Francisco Bay 
Area communities – direct 
taxes on business. San 
Francisco itself has two 
business tax measures on 
the ballot, including a gross 
receipts tax based on the 
difference in pay between 
corporate executives and 
their employees. Richmond 
proposes a new tax on tele-
communication services 
and video streaming.

There’s also a new wrin-
kle in the long-running 
conflict over spending tax-
payer money to persuade 
voters to endorse new taxes 
and bonds. Such advocacy 
is illegal, although almost 
never prosecuted. But 
California’s Fair Political 
Practices Commission 
recently fined Los Angeles 
County’s government for 
waging a million-dollar 
campaign for a 2017 tax 
measure under the guise of 
“information.”

Watchdog organizations 
will be monitoring local 
governments this year to 
see if the FPPC fine has an 
effect on how local govern-
ments spend public funds 
to present their tax increase 
pitches to voters.

Email Dan at dan@calm-
atters.org

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 60 
years, spending all but a few 
of those years working for 
California newspapers. � H

Showcase in the 57th Annual Nor-Cal 
Regional Juried Art Show

Fairfield-Suisun City Visual Arts 
Association Press Release

FAIRFIELD, CA (MPG) - On September 
23, the Fairfield-Suisun City Visual 
Arts Association will begin accepting 
entries into the 57th Annual Nor-Cal 
Regional Juried Art Show. Artists from 
all over Northern California are wel-
come to enter and will be able to submit 
their artwork until Friday, October 23, 
11:59 pm. Artwork will be accepted in 
14 different categories: Acrylic, Oil, 
Watercolor, Color Photography, Glass, 
Ceramic Vessel, Black and White 
Photography, Digital Art, Mixed Media 
and Collage, Fabric Art and Textiles, 
Pastel and Drawing, Printmaking, 
Sculpture and Assemblage, and 
Jewelry.

Artwork will be judged on Sunday, 
October 25 and the accepted artists will 
be notified by email on October 26-27. 
Plans are in the works for a possible 

Virtual Awards Ceremony. Jurors’ names 
are not available at this time and will be 
released at a future date.

Accepted artwork must be hand-
delivered on Saturday, November 1, 11 
am to 6 pm to the Solano Town Center 
Gallery. Artwork that is shipped will 
not be accepted.

Artwork will be displayed at the 
Solano Town Center Gallery, 1350 
Travis Blvd., Fairfield, Suite D-8. 
The Show runs November 11 through 
January 2, 2021 at the STCG and will 
also be available to be viewed as a vir-
tual show online on our website, www.
fvaa-arts.org.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
Gallery is temporarily closed but we 
anticipate it to be opened for this Show.

For additional information, please 
visit www.fvaa-arts.org/juriedar-
tshow or contact Dennis Ariza, 
FSVAA President /STCG Director at 
(707) 688-8889. � H


