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City Council ‘Herstory” i1s Made

All female West Sacramento City Council L to R: New Councilmember Verna Sulpizio, Mayor Pro Tem Quirina Orozco, Mayor
Martha Guerrero, and Councilmembers Norma Alcala, and Dawnté Early West.

Story and photo
by Michele Townsend

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - West
Sacramento made ‘herstory’ (his-
tory) Wednesday night, December
7th, when the first all-female City
Council was sworn in. Mayor Martha
Guerrero was sworn in after being
re-elected with nobody running
against her. She was proudly sworn
in by her daughter, with her grandson
standing close by.

Dawnté Early West was also
re-elected this term to represent
District 3. Sporting a red dress and
her signature basketball shoes, she
was sworn in by her son, with her

husband, parents, daughter, and Girl
Scout Troop there in support.

With Chris Ledesma still on the
desk, a nomination for Mayor Pro
Tem was requested. Dawnté West
nominated Quirina Orozco and Chris
Ledesma seconded the nomina-
tion, making it the last official action
of his 12-year career on the West
Sacramento City Council.

The real excitement came when the
newcomer, Verna Sulpizio, was sworn
in by her husband. Verna was elected
to represent District 4. In support she
had her husband and her toddler son.
Verna swore in, in her full term of
pregnancy and has since given birth.

These three women added to

Councilmember Norma Alcala and
Mayor Pro Tem Quirina Orozco,
made the first all-female City Council
in the Sacramento Region. At the
completion of Verna’s swear in, the
crowd erupted in applause leading
to a standing ovation. Verna took
the seat as Chris stepped down and a
long applause ensued.

Verna took her seat at the Council
desk. She received encouraging wel-
coming speeches from each of the
City Council members and gave her
‘thank you’ speech. The meeting
adjourned and many pictures were
taken. The evening continued with
some light refreshments and congrat-
ulations all around. *

Councilmember Chris Ledesma Steps Down

By Michele Townsend

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - Heartfelt feelings of
pride, sadness and excite-
ment were the atmosphere
of the Special City Council
Meeting that took place on
Wednesday, December 7.
With every seat full and
people lining the walls,
this standing-room-only
meeting was a trifecta of
excitement. Longtime City
Councilmember Chris
Ledesma retiring from
the Council, the swear-
ing ins of Mayor Guerrero,
Councilmember Dawnté
Early West and Verna
Sulpizio and making local
‘herstory’ formed the eve-
ning’s agenda.

Chris Ledesma, senior
vice president strategic
planning SBA Lending

Group at Wells Fargo, has
been a West Sacramento
City Councilmember
for 12 years. He actu-
ally began his career in
West Sacramento pub-
lic service ten years before
when he joined the City’s
Planning Commission.
Since then, Chris has been
part of the IFD Public
Financing Authority,
Mayor’s Commission on
Climate Change, Port of
West Sacramento District
Commission, Riverfront
Joint Powers Authority,
River City Regional
Stadium Financing
Authority, Streetcar Policy
Steering Committee, Yolo
County Consolidated
Redevelopment Successor
Agency Board, and served
as an alternate representative

Continued on page 3

Councilmember Chris Ledesma received a standing ovation
from the crowd after he was awarded a City Council
Proclamation for his years of service. Photo courtesy of the City of
West Sacramento

WSKGB
Care
Package
Assembly
a Success

By Michele Townsend

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - West Sac Kids Give
Back (WSKGB) held their
8th annual care packet
assembly on Sunday,
December 11, in the City
Hall Galleria. Eight years
ago, some children got
bored during Christmas
vacation, and their moth-
ers decided to fix that.
A group of five mothers,
including Mayor Pro Tem
Quirina Orozco, got their
children together and gath-
ered donations of personal
hygiene supplies such as
soap, toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, deodorant, socks,
gloves, hats and scarves.

The children then
assembled care pack-
ets into Ziplock bags. The
care packets were taken
to organizations around
West Sacramento which
assisted vulnerable people
in our community, includ-
ing the homeless. That first
year, in 2015, the children
assembled 50 care packets
in their living rooms. Each
year it has grown little by
little. During the 2022 care
pack assembly, over 1000
packets were put together.

Helping to assemble
these packets were fam-
ilies, including lots of
children, City officials,
firefighters, Police Chief
Rob Strange, City coun-
cilmembers, employees of
different organizations that
will receive these packets,
friends and family. Those
who did most of the work
were the kids.

After coming into the
Galleria and getting tat-
tooed at the station or their
faces painted at the face
painting station, taking a
picture in the holiday photo
booth, or enjoying a cookie,
the crowd gathered around
the stage for introductions
and a short holiday dance
performance by the West
Sac Community Center
Dancers.

Quirina was sure to
let the crowd know that
this year, the Community
Center crochet club made
over 1,000 hats and scarves
to include in the packets.
They were beautifully done
in all colors and styles.

The children lined up,
grabbed gallon-sized

Continued on page 3
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SAFE Awards $20K to
Sacramento Food Bank

SAFE Credit Union
News Release

FOLSOM, CA (MPG) - SAFE
Credit Union is doing its
part to help curb child-
hood hunger by supporting
Sacramento Food Bank
& Family Service’s No
Student Left Hungry pro-
gram as the demand for
food assistance climbs in
the region.

SAFE 1is donating
$20,000 to the nonprofit’s
effort to provide food for
an average of 4,200 stu-
dents per month who are
living with food insecu-
rity within seven school
districts and four colleges
throughout Sacramento.

“Due to the pandemic,
rising inflation and other
factors, the need for food
assistance is as great as
ever, and we wouldn’t be
able to meet that surge
in demand without the
support of big-hearted
organizations like SAFE
Credit Union,” says
Sacramento Food Bank &
Family Services Director
of Programs Karen
Strach.

Since March, food bank
officials say they have seen
a 40 percent increase in the
number of people they are
serving each month.

“When children experi-
ence hunger, they are more
likely to get sick and are
at higher risks of health
conditions like anemia
and asthma,” Strach says.
“They are also more likely
to miss school and receive
poor grades.”

The food bank grant is
awarded as part of SAFE’s
grant program seeking
to promote the health of
residents in the greater
Sacramento region.

“Supporting the No
Student Left Hungry

Food is distributed at Greer Elementary School as prt of the
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Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services No Student Left

Hungry program. Courtesy photo

program is one meaning-
ful step we can take to help
in addressing inequities in
our communities and help
improve the health of indi-
viduals and those in our
region as a whole,” says
SAFE Community Impact
Manager Amanda Merz.

This grant will help fund
grocery distribution to stu-
dents attending schools in
the Center Joint Unified,
Elk Grove Unified, Galt
Joint Union Elementary,
Robla Elementary,
Sacramento City Unified,
San Juan Unified and Twin
Rivers Unified school dis-
tricts plus Sacramento
State, American River
College, Cosumnes River
College and Sacramento
City College. The districts
and colleges were deter-
mined to each have a high
concentration of students
in need of supplemental
food assistance.

Strach says school-based
food distributions remove
many barriers to accessing
food. “When students get
the food they need, they
have improved concentra-
tion, school performance
and mental and physical
health. And are more likely
to thrive,” she says.

A program that has
evolved for several years,
the No Student Left
Hungry program reaches

up to 116,000 people per
year.

According to Feeding
America’s most recent
data from 2020, more
than one in six children in
Sacramento County live in
food insecure households,
a rate that is higher than
both the state and national
averages.

The grant is one of
two SAFE Credit Union
awarded for the third quar-
ter of 2022 to organizations
dedicated to promoting
the health of residents in
the greater Sacramento
region. This month,
SAFE is also awarding
$5,000 to the Alchemist
Community Development
Corporation’s Community
Gardens project.

SAFE annually awards
$120,000 in grants in four
phases focusing on its three
pillars of philanthropy:
veterans, healthcare, and
education. For more infor-
mation on SAFE Credit
Union’s grants pro-
gram, go to https://www.
safecu.org/community/
community-impact/funding.

For more information
about the No Student Left
Hungry program, contact
Sacramento Food Bank &
Family Services Director
of Communications Kevin
Buffalino at kbuffalino@
sacramentofoodbank.org. *

West

MPG Staff

Yolo County Children’s
Alliance is in need, this
holiday, of support from
the community to wrap
up the 2022 year! On
December 17, Yolo County
families will receive
non-perishable food, win-
ter supplies, and new
toys for their children at
YCCA's annual toy dis-
tribution event. YCCA is
collecting new toys for
children ages 0-16 and is
looking for support from
the community to bring
more than 900 children
holiday joy! To join the
community in support-
ing this event, partners
are encouraged to donate

ac News Briefs

online at www.YoloKids.
org/Donate, or email katie.
durham@yolocounty.org.

United States Post
Office deadline dates to
arrive by Christmas —
Dec 17 for First Class
Mail Service, Dec 19 for
Priority mail Service,
Dec 23 for Priority Mail
Express Service.

Need a gift for some-
one that has everything?
Consider buying them a
membership to a com-
munity organization such
as the Kiwanis or Moose
Club. If they are a veteran
consider a membership to
VFW or American Legion.
These organizations are

always looking for mem-
bers and it helps everyone
when people help their
community. This gift will
give your loved ones some-
where to go, something to
do and may ultimately help
many others.

Vaccinations — The
Center for Disease Control
has reported in a November
2022 report, that measles
are on the rise and that
the Bird Flu is making a
comeback. Add that to
the Monkey Pox, COVID
and the good old flu, CDC
highly recommends getting
your vaccinations up to
date. For the safety of your-
self and everyone around
you. *

Learn about Available Vocational
Training Funding and Resources

Yolo County News Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) - The Yolo County
Health and Human Services Agency
(HHSA) invites residents to learn
about available funding and resources
for vocational training at our in-per-
son enrollment sessions every Thursday
through the end of January 2023. These
events are presented by the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)
Program and will be held in both West
Sacramento and Woodland. Participants
will connect with a WIOA Case Manager
and learn more about the program and
how we can help make your career goals

a reality.

The WIOA Program offers (for those
who meet eligibility requirements): fund-
ing of up to $5,000 for eligible training
and education programs; leads on employ-
ment opportunities and events; career and

interview preparation; and referrals to sup-
port services. Enrollment sessions will be
held on December 22 & 29, 2022, January
12, 19 and 26, 2023, and will take place
at the Woodland and West Sacramento
HHSA offices:

In West Sacramento — YoloWorks!
Career Center, 500 Jefferson Blvd., Ste. A,
West Sacramento, CA 95605

In Woodland — HHSA - Gonzalez
Building (Clarksburg Room), 25 North
Cottonwood St., Woodland, CA 95695

Individuals interested in attend-
ing the WIOA Enrollment Sessions are
encouraged to register in advance at
www.yoloworks.org or https://bit.ly/

YoloWIOAEnrollmentSessions. Additional

information is available by visiting www.
yoloworks.org under the WIOA section
or contacting WIOA program directly via
phone at (530) 661-2710 or by emailing
WIOAprogram@yolocounty.org. *

‘It Only Takes’ Campaign
for Mental Health

Office of Supervisor
Oscar Villegas

YOLO COUNTY, CA (MPG) -
Have you noticed the signs
popping up around the city
with inspirational mes-
sages? These signs are part
of ‘It Only Takes,’ a local
public health campaign
with an emphasis on men-
tal health. The Campaign
is sponsored by the Yolo
County Health and Human
Services in collabora-
tion with Yolo County
Supervisor Oscar Villegas,
District 1.

The signs are a collec-
tion of prompts to inspire
feel-good moments. Once
you visit the website:
https://itonlytakes.com/
you will see various topics
to find inspiration and ideas
on how to make healthy
choices along with local
mental health resources.
You can also sign up to
receive emails that provide
weekly tips and other rele-
vant information.

“Following the effects
of COVID-19 over the
past two years, the iso-
lation took a toll on
so many folks, mainly
our youth and elderly.
Through distance learn-
ing and working from
home, the lack of phys-
ical engagement with
others and the awakening

It's okay to open u
and ask for help.P
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moments to raise awareness for mental health. Photo courtesy of

Supervisor Oscar Villegas
of a new way of doing
business created various
levels of consternation
and in some instances,
grief. It was important to
me to acknowledge that
we find ways to encour-
age people to seek help
or even a recalibration of
their mindset is perfectly
fine. I feel this campaign
is a good reminder that the
simple things in life are
free and can have a pos-
itive impact in our lives,
particularly with the hol-
idays approaching,” said
Supervisor Villegas.

The ‘It Only Takes’
campaign includes posi-
tive messaging throughout

various locations in the
community, a website full
of local resources, social
media advertisements that
direct traffic to the web-
site, wellness discussion
cards, and age-appropri-
ate activity books that will
be provided to elemen-
tary schools and available
online. If anyone is inter-
ested in seeking additional
information, or to obtain a
set of discussion cards or
the children’s activity book,
please visit the website:
https://itonlytakes.com/ and
subscribe to receive inspi-
rational messages and local
mental health resources via
email. *
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By Michele Townsend

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - Here we are, once
again, looking at the hol-
idays coming up for us
quickly, and many are not
sure how they are going to
buy presents for their kids.

It doesn’t matter how old
your kids are, they are still
your kids. As they get older,
they may understand bet-
ter why there are only a few
(or fewer) presents under
the tree, than they did when
they were little, but families
still feel heartbroken when
they can’t give their kids
the gifts that they want.

We are very lucky in this
town and county. We have
the Yolo County Children’s
Alliance. Yes, this is the
same organization that
handed out all the fixings
for over 700 Thanksgiving
meals... for free. In addi-
tion, they handed out nice
new winter coats. This is
also the organization that
can help you with school
supplies, diapers, employ-
ment needs, paying your
bills and medical care.
The truth is, YCCA is one
of the best resources the

Holiday Toy Distribution

Volunteers working to hand out toys for YCCA in 2020. Photo courtesy of the Yolo County Children’s Alliance

citizens of our town have.
The YCCA (and the
many big-hearted peo-
ple and businesses that
have donated) is about to
do it again. On Saturday,
December 18th, 2021,
beginning at 10:00 am,
YCCA with be hold-
ing their annual Toy
Distribution. This is a first
come, first serve event that
will be taking place at their
family resource center,
located at 1200 Anna St,
West Sacramento. You do
not need to pre-register.
Simply bring proof that
you are a West Sac resi-
dent, wear a mask, and you
will be able to drive thru
the event to pick up toys
for your children. Toys/
Gifts will be available for
children 0 — 18 years of
age. These will be new,
unwrapped toys. They will
be in a bag so that it won’t
be super visible, but please
be prepared if you want to
hide them and your chil-
dren will be with you.
Children are welcome at
this event, as there will be
superhero’s there to help
hand out the toys (or dis-
tract the kids while you

WE SUPPORT
FIRST RESPONDERS

load up the gifts). Masks
are required throughout the
event, so please be respect-
ful. YCCA encourages the
community to share this
with any families in West
Sac that may need this
service.

If you happen to be a
member of a family that
isn’t struggling as much as
many or have a business
that is still going strong
through COVID, or if you
just feel like giving or
want to teach your children
the importance of giving
back, YCCA is still taking
donations, both monetary
and new, unwrapped toys
for all ages. You can drop
off your donations at the
YCCA Resource Center.

If you need additional
information, you can
contact the following.
Information is available in
English, Spanish, Russian
and Farsi. For event
inquires, families can
call our Family Resource
Center at 916-572-0560For
media or sponsorship
inquiries, individuals can
email katie.durham@

yolocounty.org or call 916-
832-9366. *

TUNNEL TO TOWERS HONORS OUR
MILITARY AND FIRST RESPONDERS

WHO CONTINUE TO MAKE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF LIFE AND LIMB FOR OUR COUNTRY
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Girl Scouts Show
their Colors

have their work transferred to utility boxes throughout the city. Photos courtesy of the City of West
Sacramento

By Bill Laws

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - A cheer-
ful swirl of parents, daughters and guests
flooded the gallery space of the West
Sacramento Community Center, located
at 1075 West Capitol Avenue on Tuesday,
December 6th, 2022 for a ribbon cutting
ceremony launching Girl Scout Troop
808’s Utility Box Public Art Installation.
In this first of its kind event, Scout Troop
808 has created artwork that is hanging in
the gallery of the Community Center in
addition to being applied to the outside of
the utility boxes located across the street
and around town.

“The girls deserve so much credit for put-
ting this event together,” explained troop
leader Sarah Kirby-Gonzalez, who has two
girls participating in the art show. “In fact,”
she added, “they have earned the Girl Scout
Art Badge and Public Speaking Badge due
to the amount of public communication
involved in making this event happen.”

A bevy of young girl scouts draped in
their uniform sashes and large arrays of
merit badges stood solemnly near their art
hangings for the first part of this celebration.

Kelsey Corcoran, a member of Troop
808, stood at attention in the gallery, next
to her art. “It’s a sunset,” Kelsey explained.
“It’s from where my father works in
the evening in the fields at Duckhorn
Vineyards.” The feelings she experienced
when remembering the outdoor grape fields
where her father worked, until the setting
sun said it was time to go home, can almost
be felt by the observer. Kelsey’s framed and
matted art piece is part of a showing that
can be visited by the public over the next
few weeks. Her colorful work features radi-
ant bands of purple and red that represent
the setting of the winery in Napa County
where her father Taylor earns a living.

Other paintings in the exhibit also touch
on emotional and inspiring tones. This

includes a number of radiant outdoor
scenes. From scenes of the Sacramento
River to broad skyscapes of clouds and
blue skies. Nature and the joy it inspires
are fully represented.

Parents were anxious to brag about their
children’s work. Leigha Banderas, also a
scout leader and a scout mother, expresses
her appreciation for the intricate art work
created by the girls of troop 808. In addi-
tion, Jason (last name withheld) explained
how impressed and proud he is of his daugh-
ter’s accomplishments. In addition to being
a solid athlete in the sports of soccer and
baseball, Jason reflects on how his young
daughter Savannah can also excel in both
art and in earning important merit badges in
areas such as public speaking. “It’s amazing
what they can do,” he explained.

The guests moved outside for the cere-
monial ribbon cutting. The ribbon cutting
was merely the symbolic gesture that
allowed the beautiful boxes to be appre-
ciated by all. Guests, bystanders and even
city workers who had to open the boxes,
could freely enjoy the colorful images.

The metal boxes standing on the
sidewalk across the street from the
Community Center will be wrapped in the
same images of artwork that are currently
hanging at the Community Center gallery.

According to Ciara, this transfer of art
from hanging on the wall to outdoor util-
ity boxes came in an instant. Ciara gave
credit to West Sacramento’s Arts, Culture
and Historic Preservationist, Cheryl
Gleason, for knowing how to contract with
an outside business for art images to be
transferred and then wrapped on a three
dimensional structure, such as a utility box.

Kelsey Corcoran’s sunset landscape was
placed on the side of the very first utility
box. Squeezed between two other images,
Kelsey’s work radiated the same emotions
and textures that flowed from her artwork
hanging across the street. *

WSKGB Care Package
Assembly a Success

Continued from page 1
Ziplock bags and hit up
each station, dropping in
each item until the packet
was complete. They then
dropped those bags onto a
table at the end (where the
air was squeezed out and
the bag was closed) and
got back in line to fill more
packets. After the first cou-
ple of rounds, the kids had
the system down and bags
began to fill the tables in
droves, making it hard for
the adults at those tables to
keep up with the pace. It
took about an hour for the
thousand plus bags to be
assembled.

Once the packets were
just about complete, there
was a surprise visitor...
Santa!

“Santa was so excited
that kids would go out and
do something for other
people that he had to put
them on his list. His nice
list,” said Quirina. Santa
showed up and kids flocked
to see him, as the adults
cleaned up the galleria.

“This was a wonderful
event for West Sac Kids
Give Back. It’s just beau-
tiful to see our community
come together and our kids
be able to give some ser-
vice to the community.
You saw little people learn
about how important that
is, and these are kids giving
back to other kids, to teens
and youth who don’t have
access to your essentials,
which was amazing. It
was also even more heart-
felt because we were doing
this for Mayor Pro Tem
Quirina Orozco, and the
one thing we could do to
help her in her time of need
that you could just pull
together with the commu-
nity to make West Sac Kids
Give Back a success... she
didn’t want the kids to suf-
fer,” said Councilwoman
Dawnté Early West.

Every year, around
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When the packets were finished, children could get their faces

painted at the face painting station. Photo courtesy Quirina Orozco

T children filled bags with donated items, including

personal hygiene supplies, socks, gloves, hats and scarves.

Photo courtesy Quirina Orozco
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A ver special guest showed up to take phots with the
children. Photo courtesy Quirina Orozco

the holidays, West Sac
Kids Give Back gather
donations and assemble
packets. If you have not

yet been involved, and
even if you have, please
look for it next year!
Service before self. *

Ledesma Steps Down

Continued from page 1
on the Sacramento Area
Council of Governments,
and the West Sacramento
Area Flood Control Agency.
Chris has developed
finance programs to help
small businesses in West
Sac to help make it through
the COVID pandemic,
has been an advocate
for Mental Health pro-
grams and resources and
has been a co-chair of
the Sacramento Metro
Chamber of Commerce.
He was also a leader in
the development of the
Clarksburg Branch Line
Trail System and has

guided West Sacramento
through many financial
matters in order to move
forward with the develop-
ment and growth of the city.

Chris has basically had a
hand in everything that has
changed West Sacramento
in a positive light for the
last 21 years. The respect
and love that he has
earned was apparent by
the comments made during
public input. After the City
Council presented Chris
with a Proclamation for his
service and showed a short
video, speakers includ-
ing Assemblyman Kevin
McCarty, Yolo County

Supervisor Oscar Villegas,
President of West Sac
Chamber of Commerce
Denice Domke, friends of
Chris and Chris’s daughter.

Comments like “Your
service has been invalu-
able,” (Mike McGowan)
and “You were all in on the
City Council,” and “You
were seriously commit-
ted from day one to make
this a better place, and as
public servants, all we can
really ask for is [to] hope-
fully leave this place a little
better than we found it, and
you and I can say with a
straight face you abso-
lutely have done your job,”

l_.a"llrl""la.cf?uﬁu—
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1104 R Street, Sacramente . www.digmusic.com . (916) 442-5344

(Oscar Villegas) were com-
ments that led to the first of
three standing ovations.

With his hand over his
heart, Chris said that he is
ready for history take place.
He expressed with passion in
his voice that he is honored
to have been able to serve
this city for as long as he
has. He thanked his wife and
family for their continued
support and understanding
for all of the missed games
and plays and anniversa-
ries, stating that that night
was his 26th anniversary. He
also made a point to remind
the committee that the per-
son taking over his seat is a
Seahawks fan.

“I’m overwhelmed at the
moment. Thank you, Mayor.
Thank you to my colleagues

e By,
¥

ol (916) 206-9016
For: (916) 239-2955

lloveWestSacramento.com
Tanya@golyon.com
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on the council, thank all of
you; I’'m truly grateful for
all of your kind words.” He
continued in part with “I
truly value the work that we
do here, and that is to over-
see the city and what we do
should be guided by that. 1
also want to take a moment
to thank the community and
my friends. Thank you for
trusting me in this import-
ant seat for the last twelve
years. You voted for me
three times and I couldn’t be
more proud of the work I’ve
done, and I couldn’t be more
humbled by representing
you across the county, state
and country. I couldn’t have
been more energized by see-
ing the little things that we
did, like a lady that can
now get ice cream to bring

home because of Via. That
is something she has gone
without for years because
she didn’t have that service.”

One thing that was
clear is that Chris will be
missed. The group of peo-
ple that were in that room
are a small group of peo-
ple that truly know what
Chris has done for this town
and you could hear and feel
the appreciation. Chris was
unable to hear from the
community members whose
lives he has changed over
the last decade or two and
many of the community
members are unaware of
how Chris has changed their
lives, but either way Chris
has earned the future time
he will be spending with his
family. Thank you, Chris! %

West Sacramento Specialist

lifetime Masters Club Member
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Sac State Football Season Ends In

Wild 66-63 Loss In

Sac State Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento State set school
records for yards, plays and first
downs but came up short in a
66-63 loss to Incarnate Word on
Friday night at Hornet Stadium.
The 129 combined points
were the most in NCAA FCS
Playoff history and the most in
Sacramento State history.

The Hornets finished the sea-
son with a 12-1 overall record
and suffered their first loss of the
year. The team set school records
for victories and earned a share
of their third Big Sky Conference
title in as many seasons. UIW
improved to 12-1 and will now
play at North Dakota State in the
FCS semifinals.

Sacramento State compiled
738 yards of total offense which
broke the school record of 694
against Montana State which had
stood since 2014. The team ran
109 plays in the game and earned
a school single-game and FCS
Playoff record 49 first downs.
The Cardinals finished with 579
yards on 73 plays. UIW was also
opportunistic, creating four turn-
overs which directly led to 21
points.

Incarnate Word entered the
fourth quarter with a 38-34 lead
and quickly built on it as quar-
terback Lindsey Scott Jr. dashed
64-yards untouched on the first
play of the period. Down 11,
Sacramento State was not out.
The team dug deep into the play-
book as running back Cameron
Skattebo caught a lateral and
then threw a 19-yard touchdown

Al e S
down during a 66-63 loss

J
to Incarnate Word in the FCS Quarterfinals on Friday, December 9 at Hornet Stadium in Sacramento. Photo courtesy of

Sacramento State Athletics

pass to Marshel Martin to cut the
deficit to 45-41.

The Hornets then attempted
an onsides kick which was
recovered by Abel Ordaz at the
Hornet 45. Six plays later, Martin
caught a 14-yard pass from Jake
Dunniway to put Sacramento
State on top. 48-45, with 10:12
left in the contest.

The defense held the Cardinals
on the first two plays of the
next series but Marcus Cooper
broke free for a 67-yard rush
on 3rd-and-2 to swing the lead
back to UIW, 52-48. Momentum
swung further in favor of the
Cardinals when Brandon Richard
sacked Asher O’Hara and
stripped the ball loose. Kelechi
Anyalebechi scooped it up and
raveled the remaining 55 yards
to seemingly put the game away.

Once again, however,
Sacramento State had answers.
Dunniway found Pierre Williams
for a 10-yard pass in the front
corner of the end zone and
Marcus Fulcher added a two-
point conversion to draw the
Hornets within three, 59-56 with
just under five minutes remain-
ing. The ensuing onsides kick
bounced off the foot of a UIW
player and was recovered by
Skattebo giving Sacramento
State life.

The drive started with a
14-yard pass to Martin and then
saw Williams haul in a 7-yard
catch. With the offense slowing
down the pace to take time off
the clock, Fulcher busted free
for a 10-yard gain to take the
ball to the 2. Martin scored two
plays later on a 4-yard sweep

FOR RENT
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Property Management

371-1870

www.westsacrentals.com

to move Sacramento State back
ahead, 63-59, with 1:43 left on
the clock.

Scott showed why he has a
leading candidate to win the
Walter Payton Award during the
next drive. Facing 3rd-and-7, he
scrambled for a 14-yard gain.
Cooper picked up 14 yards two
plays later to bring the ball into
the Hornet half of the field.
Following an 8-yard rush from
Scott, UIW drew a pass inter-
ference call to move the ball
to the Sacramento State 21.
Scott then lofted a ball to the
back left corner of the end zone
where Taylor Grimes wrestled
the ball free from the defender
and was able to get a foot down
for the eventual game-winning
touchdown.

Sacramento State appeared to

WEST SACRAMENTO

November 6, 2022 - December 6, 2022

11-29-22 WALTER BEACHEM Arrested for bench warrant.
11-29-22 SAID MAALIMCHARTRES Arrested for warrant.
11-30-22 BRETTE BOWERS Arrested for warrant after allegedly being seen in a stolen car.

11-30-22 ANDREW MANNING Arrested for Taking vehicle without owner’s consent, possession of stolen
vehicle and a bench warrant.

Your West Sacramento Specialist

Have a question? Call us.

12-02-22 CHAD MCDOWELL Arrested for warrant.

FCS Quarterfinals

be set up for a game-tying field
goal with one second remaining
by a replay review overturned a
completion to Pierre Williams
at the UIW 37. Instead the
team had one last attempt but
Dunniway’s pass was knocked
down in the end zone as time
expired.

The Hornets rushed for 333
yards and four touchdowns.
Fulcher and Skattebo each sur-
passed 100 yards finishing with
108 and 101, respectively. The
pair marked the first time two
Hornet running backs each
crossed the century mark since
Ezekiel Graham and AJ Ellis in
2012. O’Hara was also close to
joining the duo has he had 87
rushing yards.

Sacramento State added a sea-
son-high 405 passing yards.
Dunniway was 19-o0f-32 for
228 yards and two scores while
O'Hara completed 14-o0f-23
passes for 158 yards and a TD.

Martin and Williams each pro-
duced 100 receiving yards for the
second consecutive game. Martin
caught a career high 12 passes
for 144 yards and two touch-
downs. Williams brought in eight
passes for 102 yards and also had
two touchdowns.

Scott threw for 219 yards and
four touchdowns to set the FCS
single-season touchdown record
(58). The graduate student com-
pleted 19-o0f-31 passes to UIW
the first team in the last 15 games
to complete at least 60 percent of
their passes against the Hornets.
Scott also rushed for 166 yards
and two TDs. Cooper led the
team with 176 rushing yards and
also scored twice. *

12-03-22 KAMERON CANN Arrested for burglary, obstruction/resisting, false ID to Police officer after Police

responded to a burglary in progress. Police set up perimeter and CHP air unit notified Police that

subject ran from building and was on a nearby rooftop.
12-03-22 BRIAN LANFAIR Notice to appear for battery.
12-05-22 MARIAH DUMARCE Arrested for taking vehicle without owner’s consent and a bench warrant.
12-06-22 DAVID DALEY Arrested for three warrants after car ran out of gas.

INCIDENT/CRIME REPORTS

Catalytic converter theft on Casselman Dr. $1,500 loss. Grand theft.
Vandalism report on West Capitol Ave. $400 loss. Vandalism.

An unknown subject was caught on video surveillance puncturing a gas tank of a F-150. $15,000 loss.
Vandalism $400 or more.

Catalytic Converter Theft. $950 loss. Tamper with Vehicle, Grand theft.

Victim reported that he was robbed by one female and two males with a knife or cutting instrument.
Victim stated he was at bus stop when group of people made hi m go into the U-Haul parking lot
where they demanded his clothes and backpack. Initial call service was for a male standing in front
of business naked. Victim was not naked and explained why he had no clothes through a Spanish

— translator, the victim explained why he was not clothed. Clothing was provided to the victim. $175
| it loss. Robbery.

B

An employee at KTL Transportation reported vehicle repair tools were stolen from inside company
vehicle. $500 loss. Petty theft.

Subject stole property from an air BNB rental. $1,756 loss. Grand theft.

No Obligation.
We are here to help!

Is your landlord being fair?
Can | be charged for that?

How can | get my security
deposit back?

What notice do | give my tenant?
Can | charge for that?

2
How much rent can | get? 11:06-22

11-06-22
11-20-22

11-29-22
11-29-22

11-15-22

11-28-22
11-30-22 Victim’s rear passenger window was busted while he was parked in the employee parking lot at work.
No other damage to the vehicle was reported. No items were stolen. $250 loss.

Owner of CPCO Nail and Hair Salon discovered unlocked business and approximately $4,200 in
equipment was taken. Burglary.

Owner of Acme Rigging & Supply Co. Inc by the neighboring business security guard that the property
fence was vandalized by unknown subject. Unknown if anything was taken. $300 loss. Vandalism.

Victim found rear passenger window shattered on his rental car. Vandalism.

A woman caught a white Adult Male trying to siphon gas out of her husband’s vehicle that was sitting
in their driveway. Theft was unsuccessful and no damage was done.

Catalytic converter stolen. Grand theft. $1,500 loss.

Unidentified suspects broke two windows of a parked vehicle at IKEA Ct. and stole approximately

1 million dollars worth of jewelry and credit cards. $1,000,501 loss. Burglary.

Theft of wallet from a vehicle. Theft by use of access information.

Theft of more than 300 pallets on Overland Ct. $6,000 loss. Grand theft.

The following report is in regards to David Daley. The vehicle that was involved returned stolen. Take
vehicle without owner’s permission was added to charges. $500 loss.

Unknown suspect walked into Topline, grabbed clothes and ran out. $75 loss. Petty theft.

12-01-22

12-01-22

DONOVAN BLAZAK

your professional hairstylist

12-01-22
12-01-22

1029 Jefferson Blvd
West Sacramento, CA. 95691

916-371-4906
916-747-5201
hairbydonovan@gmail.com

12-03-22
12-03-22

12-04-22
12-05-22
12-06-22

12-06-22

TO ADVERTISE CALL 916-773-1111
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Social Security Matters

Will My Wife's Benefit Change
My Claiming Decision?

i1 dﬂ;‘; '.-‘
By Russell Gloor,

AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I’ll be 69
in April 2023, and my
wife will be 59 later this
month. I’m still working
and am trying to deter-
mine whether I should take
Social Security at 69 or 70.
My main question revolves
around my wife’s future
Social Security benefits
and how they will affect
my decision on whether
to start mine at 69 or 70.
I would like to know how
to map this all out. Signed:
Waiting but Wondering

Dear Waiting: Since
you’re now 68 and not
yet collecting benefits,
you have been (since you
were 66) earning Delayed
Retirement Credits (DRCs)
which will result in an
increased personal Social
Security benefit for as long
as you delay claiming, up
to age 70 when your max-
imum benefit is reached. If
you claim at age 69, your
benefit will be 24% more
than it would have been
at your full retirement age
(FRA) of 66; if you wait
until age 70 to claim your
benefit will be 32% more
than it would have been at
66 (8% additional benefit
for waiting that extra year).

Your wife’s future spou-
sal benefit while you are
both living (if she is entitled

to one) will be based on
your age 66 amount, not
the higher amount you will
get because you waited
to claim. But your wife’s
benefit as your surviving
widow will be based on
the amount you were actu-
ally receiving at your death,
not on your age 66 amount.
So, if your goal is to max-
imize your younger wife’s
benefit as your widow, then
waiting until you are 70 to
claim your benefit will do
that. Keep in mind that your
wife’s surviving spouse
benefit will be affected
by her own age when she
claims. If she has reached
her own full retirement age
of 67 when she claims, she
will get the maximum sur-
vivor benefit available to
her. Claimed at age 67
while you are both living,
her spouse benefit will be
50% of your age 66 benefit
amount, if that is more than
she is personally entitled to
on her own. If you die first
and your wife claims her
survivor benefit at or after
age 67, she will get 100%
of the benefit you were
receiving at your death
instead of her own smaller
benefit. But if she claims
her survivor benefit before
reaching her own FRA of
67, that benefit will be actu-
arially reduced according to
the number of months prior
to her FRA it is claimed.
Note your wife can wait to
claim her survivor benefit
until it reaches maximum at
her full retirement age.

So, to recap: Your wife’s
spousal benefit while you
are living will be based on
your age 66 amount and her
age when she claims it, and
your wife’s benefit as your
widow will be based on

100% of what you are get-
ting when you die and her
age when she claims it. The
maximum benefit for your
wife in either case is attained
when she reaches her FRA
(67) but claimed earlier will
be reduced. And you wait-
ing until age 70 to claim will
maximize your wife’s bene-
fit as your widow.

Finally, since you are
still working, you should
know that if your current
earnings are among the
highest of your lifetime,
you will still get credit for
those earnings even after
you start collecting your
Social Security benefits.
Your SS benefit when you
claim will be based on the
highest-earning 35 years
over your lifetime (adjusted
for inflation), but SS will
monitor your earnings
each year to see if a ben-
efit increase is warranted
because your current earn-
ings are higher than any
used in originally comput-
ing your benefit amount.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation's
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA4). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. *

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Looking for
a place to
worship?

Check here first!
To find out how to list your place of
worship in this directory, call
(916) 371-8030 for more information.

Seventh Day
Adventist Church

Sasa Andelkovic, Senior Pastor

2860 Jefferson Blvd., W. Sac.
PO Box 447, W. Sac. 95691

Sat. Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
(916) 372-6570

Community
Lutheran Church

Join us for a positive, uplifting message!
We welcome all!
Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
920 Drever St.

(916) 317-8804
Facebook.com/
CommunityLutheranWestSacramento

New Seasons Church
Your Church in West Sacramento
Pastor Ron Jackson

Sunday Service 9:30 a.m.
2124 Michigan Blvd.,
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 265-4025

Trinity Presbyterian
Church

1500 Park Blvd. W. Sacramento
(916) 371-5875
www.TrinityWestSac.org
info@trinitywestsac.org
Pastor Jamie Crook
Spanish Ministry Pastor: Miryam Osorio

Business Wants Voters to
Overturn Legislative Decrees

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Over the last decade, as
Democrats solidified their
dominance of the state
Capitol, they have repeat-
edly attempted to change
how private businesses
operate in California

Those efforts have taken
many specific forms,
including mandates on
employee benefits, making
it easier for unions to orga-
nize workers, and regulating
— or even prohibiting —
products and services
offered to customers.

All such efforts were
aimed, their legislative and
interest group sponsors said,
at expanding equity and
accountability for the benefit
of workers and consumers.

Whatever their motives, as
those efforts proliferate, the
affected businesses have done
what they could to block or at
least modify what was hap-
pening. Nevertheless, those
seeking more governmental
regulation of business prac-
tices have scored some major
victories and in response,
affected businesses have
increasingly used referenda to
erase new laws or initiatives
to repeal or modify them.

Those countermeasures
have a mixed record of suc-
cess, to wit:

— In 2014, the Legislature
passed and then-Gov. Jerry
Brown signed legislation
to ban single-use plastic
bags for groceries or other

consumer goods. An indus-
try referendum to block the
new law failed in 2016.

— In 2018, the
Legislature eliminated cash
bail for criminal defendants.
Two years later, the bail
bond industry persuaded
voters to reject the law.

— In 2019, legislators
passed a sweeping law that
reduced the ability of busi-
nesses to use freelance
workers under contract.
Rideshare and delivery
companies such as Uber
and Lyft placed a mea-
sure on the 2020 ballot to
exempt themselves from
the new law. Voters passed
it, but it’s since been chal-
lenged in court.

— In 2020 the
Legislature prohibited the
sale of flavored tobacco
products, saying they
encourage young people
to smoke. However, the
tobacco industry’s referen-
dum to block the ban was
rejected by voters this year.

Corporate use of the bal-
lot to thwart the Capitol’s
Democrats is likely to
continue.

The fast food industry has
submitted signatures for a
referendum to overturn the
creation of a new agency,
dominated by unions and
union-friendly appoin-
tees, that would set wages
and working conditions
for fast food employees. If
it qualifies, the law would
be suspended until voters
decide the issue in 2024.

The oil industry is gath-
ering signatures for a
referendum to overturn
a newly enacted law that
would ban new oil wells
within 3,200 feet of schools
and other public facilities.
If it qualifies, it also would
go on the 2024 ballot.

Another oil industry

referendum is likely if
the Legislature passes
Newsom’s proposal to
impose limits on its prof-
its from gasoline sales and
impose financial penalties
for exceeding them.

Newsom’s original pro-
posal was an excess profits
tax, which would not have
been subject to referendum
because the state consti-
tution declares that tax
measures cannot be chal-
lenged via referendum.

However, non-tax laws,
unless passed with two-
thirds margins as “urgency
measures,” are subject to
referendum. If Newsom’s
limit/penalty law is enacted
next year as a non-ur-
gency measure, the industry
would have a 90-day win-
dow in which to qualify a
referendum. The law would
be suspended until voters
had the final word.

The proliferation of
business-sponsored ballot
measures to overturn what
legislators and the governor
decree has angered groups,
such as unions and environ-
mental and consumer rights
organizations, that support
more oversight of business
practices. They are pressing
the Legislature to make the
qualification of ballot mea-
sures more difficult.

However, Newsom
and his predecessor, Jerry
Brown, have opposed
such changes for the sim-
ple reason that governors
sometimes turn to the bal-
lot themselves to enact
laws that the Legislature is
unwilling to pass.

That’s the real scandal.

Dan Walters has been
a journalist for nearly
60 years, spending all
but a few of those years
working for California
newspapers. *
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R1vER CITIES

FUNERAL CHAPEL
916-371-4535 ¢+ www.RiverCitiesFuneralChapel.com

+ Complete Funeral Services + Cremation or Burial ¢ We Use All Cemeteries + World
Wide Shipping ¢ Insurance Funded ¢ Pre-Need Plans With Price Guarantee

Our funeral home is owned, managed and cared for by the Daniel family
of West Sacramento, representing five generations of funeral service.

910 Soure STREET ¢ WEST SAcRAMENTO CA 95691

FD #1082

pastorron @newseasonsws.com
WWW. n€ws€asonsws.com

Sunday Worship Services:
10 a.m. Blended/Traditional
Noon Spanish Language

Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church

911 Park Blvd, West Sacramento
Office: (916) 371-4814
Fr. Mathew Rappu, Pastor
Mass: Mon, Tues, Wed 8:30 a.m.

NéwsLedger

Serving West Sacramento and Yolo County since 1964

It is the intent of the News-Ledger to strive for an
objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

West Sacramento

Baptist Church
Sun. School - 9:30 a.m.
Sun. Worship - 11 a.m.

Wed. Prayer Meeting
& Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

The News-Ledgeris not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the

Lo Fri 8:30 a.m. at OLG school - News-Ledger are copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising
2124 Michigan Blvd, during school year Publisher, created and/or composed by the News-Ledger is with the
(916) 371-2111 Paul V. Scholl publishing company and written permission to reproduce

Sat: 5:30 p.m. vigil, Sun: 9 am., 11 a.m.

News-Ledger is a member of the same must be obtained from the publisher.

Messenger Publishing Group

Subscriptions should be mailed to:
West Sacramento News-Ledger
1040 West Capitol Avenue, Suite B
West Sacramento, CA 95691
In West Sacramento $39 per year (Mail only)
In Yolo County - $59 per year (Mail only)

Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,

Carmichael, CA, 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more information.
The News-Ledger is published weekly on Friday.

Center for Spiritual

Awareness
1275 Starboard Dr.
(916) 374-9177
(For prayer line, listen for prompt)
Sun. Service: 11 a.m.
Youth Programs & Jr. Church
Rev. Georgia Prescott
WWW.csasacramento.org
for weekly affirmations
All are welcome!

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@MPG8.com.

Be sure to place in the subject
field “Attention to Publisher.” If
you do not have email access,
please call us at (916) 371-8030.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.
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2 Men Arraigned for Stealing
Catalytic Converters in Woodland

Yolo County DA
News Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) -
On December 1, 2022,
26-year-old Woodland
man, Robert Nesbitt, Jr.,
and 46-year-old Knights
Landing man, Michael
Crow, were arraigned in
Department 1 of the Yolo

County Superior Court on
criminal charges arising
from the theft of a catalytic
converter on West Elliot
Street in Woodland, CA.
Both men pled not guilty
to all charges including
Grand Theft, Vandalism,
Conspiracy to Commit a
Felony, and Tampering
with a Vehicle. Crow also

charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia and
two prior strike convic-
tions. Nesbitt was charged
with committing the theft
while out on bail for a sep-
arate crime. Both men are
out of custody on bail and
will be in court next, for a
Pre-Hearing Conference,
on December 16, 2022. %

Facebook: @WSNLM PG8
Twitter: @WestSac_MP

Felony Arrest Warrant/Major Collision

WSPD News Release

Way and Valley Hi Drive. The suspect

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
November 10th, 2022, at approximately
Sacramento Police
Detectives were in Sacramento, CA,
attempting to locate a suspect involved in
a shooting, which occurred in September
2022, in the city of West Sacramento. The
victim in that incident was shot and sur-

9:45 AM, West

vived the injuries.

Following the investigation, the sus-
pect was identified, and a felony arrest
warrant was obtained for his arrest.
This morning, West Sacramento Police
Detectives located the suspect in South
Sacramento and initiated a traffic
enforcement stop on the vehicle driven
by the suspect in the area of Hollyhurst

On

initially stopped, however, he then fled in
the vehicle, leading officers in a vehicle
pursuit. After a short time, the suspect’s
vehicle was involved in a single-vehicle
collision on Consumes River Blvd east
of Franklin Blvd. The driver was the sole
occupant of the vehicle and was trans-
ported to Kaiser South Medical Center
for treatment where he was later pro-

nounced deceased.

The collision investigation is being
conducted by the Sacramento Police
Department Major Collision Investigation
Unit. In conjunction, an investigation will
be conducted by the West Sacramento
Police Department Professional Standards
Unit and the West Sacramento Police
Department Investigations Division. %
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Legal Advertising Hotline
916-483-2299

Legal Advertising Fax
916-773-2999

.

LEGAL ADVERTISING

News-Ledger Adjudicated For and By the County of Yolo, Adjudication No. CV PT 09-1432 — September 4, 2009

Legal Advertising
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd #5
Carmichael, CA 95608

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220851
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Dan’s Mission Tow-
ing and Danmar Enterprises, 716
Houston Street, West Sacra-

mento, CA 95691.

Marijke M. H. Robinson, 861 42
Street, Sacramento, CA 95819.
This business is conducted by an
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name
or names listed above on Janu-
ary 1,1977.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/8/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2,9 & 16, 2022
DAN'S 12-16-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220849
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Yolo Tap Room,
120 Main Street, Suite J, Wood-

land, CA 95695.

Rouguiatou Cato, 1 West Hays
Street, Woodland, CA 95695.
This business is conducted by an
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name
or names listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/7/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2,9 & 16, 2022
YOLO 12-16-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO. F20220864
The following person(s) is doing
business as: After Hours Smash
Burger & Fries, 800 Main St.,
Woodland, CA 95695, County of
Yolo.
After Hours Boba & Tea LLC,
800 Main Street, Woodland, CA
95695
This business is conducted by
Limited Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on N/A
/s/ Edward Rodriguez, Managing
Member
After Hours Boba & Tea LLC
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/09/2022.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
By: kquam, Deputy
11/25,12/2,12/9, 12/16/22
CNS-3645192# NEWS-LEDGER
DJ_192 12-16-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO. F20220859
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Country Villa Mobile
Estates, 26262 County Road
21A, Esparto, CA 95627, County
of Yolo.
Mailing Address: 22880 Savi
Ranch Pkwy, Yorba Linda, CA
92887
First Class Country Villa, LLC,
655 Montgomery St. Suite 1705,
San Francisco, CA 94111
Country Villa Me, LLC, 22880
Savi Ranch Pkwy, Yorba Linda,
CA 92887
This business is conducted by
Limited Liability Partnership.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on 08/02/2006
/s/ James Joffee
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/08/2022.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
By: kquam, Deputy
11/25,12/2,12/9,12/16/22

CNS-3641423# NEWS-LEDGER
DJ_423 12-16-22
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220890
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Facial & Lashes
By Nicole, 2240 Jefferson Bou-
levard, Suite 130, West Sacra-
mento, CA 95691.

Trinh H Van, 6611 Rio Tejo Way,

Elk Grove, CA 95757. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individu-
al. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the

County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/22/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 2, 9, 16 & 23,2022

FACIAL 12-23-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220881
The following person(s) is doing
business as: SK Groceries, 813-
B Harbor Boulevard, West Sac-

ramento, CA 95691.

Shalesh Kumar and Shareen
Lata Prasad Kumar, 2609 Stone-
creek Drive, Apartment 9, Sacra-
mento, CA 95833. This business
is conducted by a Married Cou-
ple. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/17/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 2,9, 16 & 23, 2022

SK 122322

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220882
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Full Deck Photos,
1583 Columbus Road, West

Sacramento, CA 95691.

Patrick Chad Padilla, 1583 Colum-
bus Road, West Sacramento, CA
95691. This business is conducted
by an Individual. The registrant
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name
or names listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/17/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 2, 9, 16 & 23, 2022

FULL 12-23-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220920
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Best Rate Motors,
1540 S River Road, West Sacra-

mento, CA 95691.

Waheed Khan, 23 Mount Ste-
phens Court, Sacramento, CA
95835. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name or names listed
above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/6/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy

Publish: Dec 16, 23, 30, 2022; Jan 6, 2023
BEST 1-6-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20220905
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Dress Tech / Sculp-
tress / Skinister, 1237 E. Beamer
Street, Suite G, Woodland, CA

95776.

Delta Molding, LLC, 1237 E.
Beamer Street, Suite G, Wood-
land, CA 95776. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on
4/28/2015.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/29/2022.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 16,23, 30, 2022; Jan 6, 2023
DRESS 1-6-23

ORDER TO SHOW FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

COUNTY OF YOLO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#CV2022-1937
Sajia Farhadi has filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing the name(s) of Sajia

Farhadi to Sajia Farhad.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
tited matter appear before this
court at 9:00 a.m. on Decem-
ber 28, 2022, in Department
9, located at 1000 Main Street
Woodland, CA 95695 and show
cause, if any, why the petition for
Change of Name should not be
granted.

Dated: November 9, 2022
Daniel M. Wolk, Judge of the Su-
perior Court

Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2,9 & 16,2022
SAJIA 12-16-22

COUNTY OF YOLO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#CV2022-2009
Maria Elena Ramirez Pimen-
tel has filed a petition with this

court for a decree changing the
name(s) of Maria Elena Ramirez
Pimentel to Helena Ramirez Pi-
mentel.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
tited matter appear before this
court at 9:00 a.m. on January 3,
2023, in Department 11, located
at 1000 Main Street Woodland,
CA 95695 and show cause, if
any, why the petition for Change
of Name should not be granted.
Dated: November 18, 2022
Daniel M. Wolk, Judge of the Su-
perior Court
Publish: Dec. 2,9, 16 & 23, 2022
MARIA 122322

LIEN SALE

PUBLIC LIEN SALE

Extra Space Storage will hold
a public auction to sell personal
property described below be-
longing to those individuals listed
below at the location indicated:
975 F ST., West Sacramento,
CA 95605 on 01/02/2022 @ 2:00
PM

Basil Boyd small misc items,

Robert  Teryniak  household
goods, Charise Kempton house-
hold goods.

This auction will be listed and
advertised on www.storagetrea-
sures.com. Purchases must be
made with cash only and paid
at the above referenced facility
in order to complete the transac-
tion. Extra Space Storage may
refuse any bid and may rescind
any purchase up until the win-
ning bidder takes possession of
the personal property.

12116, 12/23/22

CNS-3650629# NEWS-LEDGER
DJ_629 12-23-22

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH ANNE COOK
CASE NO. PR2022-0255
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of Elizabeth Anne
Cook, deceased.

A Petition for Probate has been
filed by Alan Philip Cook, in the
Superior Court of California,
County of Yolo, requesting Alan
Philip Cook be appointed as per-
sonal representative(s) to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.

The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for ex-
amination in the file kept by the
court.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows Jan-
uary 5, 2023, 9:00 a.m. in Dept
11. Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of Yolo, 1000 Main
Street, Woodland, CA 95695.

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California

statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney
for Petitioner is: Dylan P. Hyatt,
1555 River Park Drive, Suite
108, Sacramento, CA 95815;
916-920-5983
Publish: Dec 16, 23 & 30, 2022
COOK 12-30-22

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
SHIRLEY PALMER
CASE NO. PR2022-0250
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-
tate, or both, of Shirley Palmer,

deceased.

A Petition for Probate has been
filed by Scott Palmer, in the Su-
perior Court of California, County
of Yolo, requesting Scott Palmer
be appointed as personal repre-
sentative(s) to administer the es-
tate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, howev-
er, the executor will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or have consented to the
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows Jan-
uary 10, 2023, 9:00 a.m. in Dept
14. Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of Yolo, 1000 Main
Street, Woodland, CA 95695.

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor.
You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney
for Petitioner is: Dylan P. Hyatt,
1555 River Park Drive, Suite
108, Sacramento, CA 95815;
916-920-5983
Publish: Dec 16, 23 & 30, 2022
PALMER 12-30-22

TRUSTEE SALE

T.S. No. 098494-CA APN:
008-131-051 NOTICE
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: YOU

ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST, DATED
4/2/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER
On 1/5/2023 at 12:45 PM,
CLEAR RECON CORP,
as duly appointed trustee
under and pursuant to Deed
of Trust recorded 4/21/2004
as Instrument No. 2004-
0016372-00 of Official Records
in the office of the County
Recorder of Yolo County, State
of CALIFORNIA executed by:
ABDUL MUNIF, MUBARAK
B MUNIF, HUSBAND &
WIFE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO  HIGHEST
BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE
OR FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,

SAVINGS ASSOCIATION,
OR SAVINGS BANK
SPECIFIED IN SECTION

5102 OF THE FINANCIAL
CODE AND AUTHORIZED
TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE; OUTSIDE THE REAR
(NORTH) ENTRANCE TO
THE CITY HALL 1110 WEST
CAPITOL AVENUE, WEST
SACRAMENTO, CA 95691
all right, title and interest
conveyed to and now held by
it under said Deed of Trust in
the property situated in said
County and State described as:
MORE FULLY DESCRIBED
ON SAID DEED OF TRUST
The street address and other
common designation, if any,
of the real property described
above is purported to be: 620
B MAPLE STREET, WEST
SACRAMENTO, CA 95691
The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street
address and other common
designation, if any, shown
herein.  Said sale will be
held, but without covenant or
warranty, express or implied,
regarding title, possession,
condition, or encumbrances,
including fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and
of the trusts created by said
Deed of Trust, to pay the
remaining principal sums of
the note(s) secured by said
Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid balance
of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the
time of the initial publication
of the Notice of Sale is:
$182,900.60 If the Trustee
is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive
remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee,
and the successful bidder
shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary under said
Deed of Trust heretofore
executed and delivered to
the wundersigned a written
Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election
to Sell. The undersigned
or its predecessor caused
said Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded
in the county where the real
property is located. NOTICE
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid

at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to
free and clear ownership of
the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior
lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are
or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to
the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear
title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and
size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property
by contacting the county
recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources,
you should be aware that
the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 29249 of the California
Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee
sale postponements be made
available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you
wish to learn whether your sale
date has been postponed, and,
if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call
(844) 477-7869 or visit this
Internet Web site WWW.
STOXPOSTING.COM, using
the file number assigned to this
case 098494-CA. Information
about postponements that
are very short in duration or
that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on
the Internet Web site. The best
way to verify postponement
information is to attend the
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO
TENANT: Effective January
1, 2021, you may have a right
to purchase this property after
the trustee auction pursuant to
Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an
“eligible tenant buyer,” you can
purchase the property if you
match the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction.
If you are an “eligible bidder,”
you may be able to purchase
the property if you exceed the
last and highest bid placed
at the trustee auction. There
are three steps to exercising
this right of purchase. First,
48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call (855)
313-3319, or visit this internet
website www.clearreconcorp.
com, using the file number
assigned to this case 098494-
CA to find the date on which
the trustee’s sale was held,
the amount of the last and
highest bid, and the address
of the trustee. Second, you
must send a written notice of
intent to place a bid so that
the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a
bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 45 days after
the trustee’s sale. If you think
you may qualify as an “eligible
tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider
contacting an attorney or
appropriate real estate
professional immediately for
advice regarding this potential
right to purchase. FOR SALES
INFORMATION: (844) 477-
7869 CLEAR RECON CORP
4375 Jutland Drive San Diego,
California 92117

Publish Dec 2,9 & 16, 2022

STOX_373 12-16-22




West Sacramento News Ledger

DECEMBER 16, 2022 - 7

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“THE MENU” RATED R

The foodie culture has been satirized in
many ways for its pretentious stylish pre-
sentation of fine dining, from the artistry
of the food on the plates to the modern
chic of the restaurant itself.

“The Menu” is taking the concept of
haute cuisine to an insane level over the
period of a five course (or it is six or
more?), where the farm-to-table meal
looks more like modern art than an edible
experience.

The setting is a temple of exquisite
gastronomy called Hawthorn, where the
wealthy, celebrities and affected fools fork
over $1,250 per patron to savor the chang-
ing menu of Chef Julian Slowik (Ralph
Fiennes) who runs the joint like a cult
leader.

Save for one person, nobody has
arrived at the island restaurant not on
purpose. The arrogant Tyler (Nicholas
Hoult) considers himself an aficionado
of the culinary arts but he’s more the
buffoon.

Tyler’s date is Margot (Anya Taylor-
Joy), a last-minute substitute for this

Riley Reviews
“THE MENU" LAVISH SATIRE;
DOLLY PARTON'S “CHRISTMAS™ ON TV

about the whole evening, and it turns out
for very good reason.

As an unnamed movie star, John
Leguizamo finds his acting career is fad-
ing and hopes instead to host a travel food
show, and his assistant Felicity (Aimee
Carrero) is desperate to quit and get away
from him.

A trio of obnoxious tech guys (Arturo
Castro, Rob Yang and Mark St. Cyr) work
for Doug Varick, owner of the Hawthorn,
which gives them an added sense of dubi-
ous privilege.

Lillian Bloom (Janet McTeer), an arro-
gant food critic with an overly inflated
ego, has a history with Chef Slowik, and
she’s joined by her editor (Paul Adelstein),
a spineless yes man.

Reed Birney and Judith Light play a
wealthy older couple who have been regu-
lars at Hawthorn but over the course of the
meal unsettling secrets are revealed about
the husband.

Chef Slowik may be at the top of his
game, but he’s come to loathe his elite
customers, and himself, for being cor-
rupted by them, and his disgust and
contempt are a toxic brew for an evening
that turns deadly.

Menu” as they deal with the shocking
surprises that put them on edge. Oddly
interesting, the whole affair is a mysteri-
ous thriller mixed with satire and strong
violence.

“DOLLY PARTON’S MOUNTAIN
MAGIC CHRISTMAS” ON TV

Fans of Dolly Parton are almost cer-
tain to love NBC’s most highly anticipated
television event of the holiday season in
the new original movie “Dolly Parton’s
Mountain Magic Christmas.”

The moniker GOAT usually applies
to a sports superstar, someone like
Tom Brady, but you could say the same
goes for Dolly as the most honored and
revered female country singer-songwriter
with a multitude of awards and num-
ber one songs on the Billboard country
charts.

Don’t worry about missing the pre-
miere on the network because Dolly’s
special will stream on Peacock, and appar-
ently there will be an encore on NBC on
December 21st at 8:00 p.m.

While there are numerous songs that
capture the spirit of Christmas and the
importance of gathering with family
during the holidays, Dolly gets to shine
with her iconic songs “9 to 5 and “T Will
Always Love You.”

There are a few things to be learned
during this two-hour film. Such as, Jimmy
Fallon may host his own eponymous late
night talk show on NBC, but who knew
that he was also a singer?

In a duet with Dolly for the song “It’s

wears a black leather sequined jacket as
the pair dance with backup singers in a
scene that looks like a 1950°s diner.

Keep in mind that “Dolly Parton’s
Mountain Magic Christmas,” which has
opening scenes at Dollywood, is a movie
musical about the making of a network TV
special, with all of the frenetic backstage
angst of a dress rehearsal.

Speaking of production anguish, Tom
Everett Scott’s show producer Sam
Haskell frets that they are behind sched-
ule for their live performance, and things
only gets worse when the choreogra-
pher leaves for a job with the Radio City
Rockettes.

Throughout the movie’s production
numbers and rehearsal chaos, Dolly finds
herself taking a private journey into her
past, guided by the mysterious appear-
ances of her personal Wise Mountain Men.

Through the sparkle of magic dust,
Willie Nelson tells Dolly to think of him
as a wise old mountain man full of wis-
dom. Her response is to tell him that he is
“full of it.”

When Dolly says that Willie Nelson
taught her to remember that we’ll
always be the kids we once were at
Christmas, Billy Ray Cyrus shares
his wisdom that who you are with in
the present is what really makes it
Christmas.

When the time comes for the special
to air, a renewed and inspired Dolly goes
rogue and shows the world that the real
magic of Christmas lies in the hearts of the
children and that Christmas is about the

excursion. From the start, she’s skeptical

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing,
Trusted by Authors since
1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions  currently  being
reviewed.  Comprehensive
services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for your Free
Authors Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http:/dorrance
info.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote -Call now before
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TOKIDS.
Fast Free Pickup — Running
or Not - 24 Hour Response
- Maximum Tax Donation —
Help Find Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.  (Cal-SCAN)

Your Fitness Genie

[ Your Virtual Sessn_qps
S \i‘-‘

eakars

Genie . #NRSM

Age Well o,
At Home

Avoid Assisted Living .
*Keep Strength and Mobility

{8 Be Active, Call Today! B
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com
(916)768-8767
Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158

=71

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663

vfw6158.0rg/rent-our-hall/
Call or come by

3300 U Street, Antelope
916-607-8344

Call for available dates

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of CALL 1-844-491-
2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live
sports, news & entertainment
anywhere. First 3 months of
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included!
DirecTV is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power & As-
soc.) Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-888-641-5762.(Cal-SCAN)

g Q

lu“.'l' press

Pony Express Hall
for Rent

(916) 635-8038

Lodge2484@gmail.com

11400 Elks Circle,
Rancho Cordova
Capacity 30 to 200

Handyman

A Quality
Home

|

The actors are the best thing on “The

Almost Too Early for Christmas,” Fallon

Local Classified

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com  TFN

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
480-0769 (Cal-SCAN)

NOTICE TO READERS
California law requires
that contractors taking jobs
that total $500 or more
(labor and/or materials) be
licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State
law also requires that
contractors include their
license numbers on all
advertising. Check your
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed
persons taking jobs that
total less than $500 must
state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed

by  the  Contractors
State  License  Board.
DISCLAIMER

Be wary of out of area
companies. Check with the
local Better Business Bureau
before you send any money
for fees or services. Read and
understand any contracts before
you sign. Shop around for rates.

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services' power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Landscaping

FALL
YARD CLEAN UP
Mow, weed, prune, haul,
rock, bark, and gutters.

‘@ Light Fence Work
& 916205-9310
1 % 916688-9310

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

Computer Services

Maintenance
[ . 1 Choose a Guided Tour +ax fees
z ":lfy:s_ t ;igl:lt Ha;:ling COSta $Rlca Costa Rica 9days %995
. Configura |cnj ardwor 9 Day Tour 99 Panama 8 days $995
Dor't reploce it - REPAIR T R
Catom Dedkiop Com ” D @ with All Meals, 5 Guatemala 8days 995
A sl Gt e Seott Lo All Hotels, All Activities. Mexico
. o tt Lehman P . ) . . 5005
Alan Zinsky Timelese Maintones Services | | Hike in jungle rainforests, — -Ancient Civ. 9 days
Zeonfgosbegabet e -Zij» CGOYZEEER] | View voleanoes, soak inhot  -Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
Bus. Lic. 8305312 # B.E. A R, Reg #84415 springs, cruise blOlOglCle “Prilliant OE
www.zinskyspcrepair.com reserves and relax on Affordal;le Pricine” B T
L . g 3
E==N Classified [ i y
<1 Join the smart shoppers and ~~ Travel Editor A
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt Advertlsmg : "
free in 24 to 48 months. No experienced travelers caravan
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB _a00-
rated. Call National Debt Re- 916 7 73_1111 1-800-CARAVAN . ) .
lief 1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN) Caravan.com Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

Guitar Lessons — Beginner to
Advanced. $15/half hour. $25/
hour.  freddiebbalbert@gmail.
com. 916-507-6658 123122

Pets/Animals

DOG RESCUE
Gary

(916) 334-2841
Please
Adopt or Foster
Because so many really
great dogs are dying
for a good home...

ShelterMOU
@hotmail.com

WANTED Used large dog
house for Labrador. Tim 916-
370-0858 TFN

PET/HOUSE SITTER
WILL TRAVEL
EXPERIENCED PET SIT-
TER, LICENSED & BONDED,
REASONABLE RATES. Wil
stay at your home with your
furry family member while you
are away on vacation. | will do
drop-ins as well. Referenc-
es upon request. Please call
Nancy at 916-996-8762 12922

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.L.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans.  (Cal-SCAN)

Property is under
construction and will

soon have 1,23, & 4
bedroom units for rent!

The Housing Authority of the
County of Butte is currently
accepting applications for its
Farm Labor Housing
property in Gridley, CA. We
have 2 Bd. units available at
this time. Rental assistance
is available and provided by
UUSDA Rural Development
for those that meet USDA
Rural Development
guidelines. For more
information contact our
office at (530) 895-4474 or
TDD 1-800-735-2929.

“The Housing Authority of the
County of Butte is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and
Housing Provider”

MPG

Visit: mpg8.com

TO ADVERTISE WITH

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!
***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Schools/Training

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE
to get the skills to become a
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for
certain programs for qualified
applicants. Call CTl for details!
1-877-806-0935 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required. (Cal-SCAN)

Travel/Vacations

Costa Rica Tour 9 Days
$995. Fully guided tour. In-
cludes all hotels, all meals,
all activities. Tax, fees extra.
Call 1-800-CARAVAN. Book
online at Caravan.com. (Cal-
SCAN) 122322

Tree Service

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist

916-122-6321

BPTreeServices.com
VISA/MASTER CARD

California Contractors Lic #1036031

people we share it with. *

We buy gold, silver and dia-
monds. Get top dollar for your
unwanted jewelry, broken or
not. Aquamarine Jewelers in
Carmichael: 916/483-5474

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson  Mandolins/Banjos.
1-844-910-1960. (Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited time
offer get $50 off on any new
account. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605  (Cal-SCAN)

Work Wanted

I's time to declutter and
clean out your house and
garage. | can help. | do errands/
personal assistant work. Prune
and weed. College grad. Tim
916-370-0858. 123122

Work Opportunities

Kep amiis
Many Positions are
Available. Please no
phone calls. Apply in
person.

10971 Olson Dr.

Rancho Cordova,

CA 95670

We
Support
Our
Military

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*

V.L.P, TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
oints & fees than conventional discount loans

THE WEST SAC NEWS LEDGER
CcALL916-773-1111
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FOR THE LOVE OF

£50)0) 45

By Amy Shane

Book Review & SpeciaL EveNts EpiTor o 9 amy-shane@att.net « @ amy_fortheloveofbooks

Holiday Gift Giving Guide
by Simon and Schuster Publlshmg

Santa Mouse Bakes
Christmas Cookies
by Michael Brown

Santa mouse returns with a new
Christmas story perfect for any little one
ready to decorate cookies for Santa.

I’m A Little Snow Man
by Hannah Eliot and Anna Daviscourt

Sing about all the beauty of snowmen
and snowgals set to the nursery rhyme
tune of “I’m a little teapot.”

Yetis Are the Worst
by Alex Willan

Gilbert the goblin is back and here to
talk about Yetis and why everyone loves
this mysterious beast. This time he is out
to prove why they are the worst, but he has
to find one first!

Follow Gilbert on his hilarious adven-
ture of Yeti hunting, but watch out! Yetis
might be closer than you think. This
laugh-out-loud book is the perfect read for
fans of the series or anyone looking for a
fun winter read.

Noodle and the No Bones Day

by Johnthan Graziano and Dan Tavis

Noodle, the pug, loves all his daily
activities of taking walks, barking at
friends, and having snacks. But as Noodle
gets older, there are days he would rather
stay home and relax. Follow the story
of noodles and his human Jonathan as
they learn the importance of balance and
self-care while celebrating an older pet.
Adorable illustrations and storyline will
keep readers coming back to read this one
repeatedly.

I Want to Be a Vase
by Julio Torres and Julian Glander

A little bathroom plunger shakes up
the whole house when he decides he
wants to be a vase, sparking the idea in
all the other appliances. Now, everyone is
quickly sharing who they dream of being.

CHLOE GONG

o

“sidby -

e

. mﬁﬁ'fng

An utterly unpredictable story that turns
the thought of everyday objects on their
head while also discussing an underlined
theme.

Better than The Movies
by Lynn Painter

Ever since they were kids, Wes has
always been the annoying boy next door.
Although, now, it is senior year, and
Liz needs Wes’s help if she is going to
land her dream crush, Michael, in time
for prom. But the more she is around
Wes, the more she sees him as some-
thing more than the annoying little boy
from next door. Changing everything
Liz thought she wanted for a happily
ever after.

This charming young adult rom-com is
a quick, fun read that will excite readers
about love and all its possibilities.

Foul Lady Fortune
by Chloe Gong

The book that swept readers away with
a story of intrigue and mystery with two
spies investigating a series of murders in
1931 Shanghai. While Rosalind and Orion
are an ill-fit pair, they must still pose as a
married couple to try and unravel secrets,
lies, and a horrifying conspiracy. A story
that has captivated readers with vivid
scenes and exquisite storytelling, Foul
Lady Fortune is sure to be this year’s top
young-adult read. *

OCAL NEWS

RECEIVE WEST SACRAMENTO NEWS LEDGER
EVERY WEEK AT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS!

YES! START MY SUBSCRIPTION NOW!

FULL NAME
STREET CITY ZIP
PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

MAIL YOUR PAYMENT AND GET STARTED IMMEDIATELY:

Office address:

1040 West Capitol Ave., Suite B, West Sacramento, CA 95691

West Sacramento News Ledger is published weekly on Friday.
*Subscription rate valid only within Yolo County.
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Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!

Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!
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916-773-1111

Call to place your
legal advertising

i
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# LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?
We Can Do That!

916 773 1111

'l MPG

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD » WINTER FUN

CLUES

ACROSS

1.Make change
6. Used in combination to
denote the middle

9. *Ammo material
13.Star____

14. The “place with the
helpful hardware folks”

15. Neutral shade

16. Orderly arrangement
17. Romanian monetary unit
18. Button on electrical
outlet

19. *Frosty's nose
21. *Gingerbread Man, e.g.
23. Drench

24. What a willow did?
25. Famous song by The

Jackson 5
28. Cone-shaped quarters

30. *Snow mover

35. A bit of water

37. Pakistani language
39. Measured in knots
40. Tatted fabric

41.*"A Visit from St.
Nicholas” poet

43. Tropical edible root
44, Paintings in Orthodox
church

46. Not swim or swum
47. Frozen puddle accident

48. Small skullcap

50. Dresden's river

52. Captain'’s turf

53. Drop of sorrow

55. “Slippery” tree

57. *Frozen spike

60. *Three-horse sleigh ride
63. Words to live by

64. Caviar alternative
66. On D"Artagnan’s hat
68. Group of wives

69. Boiling emotion

70. Furnish with a fund
1. Travelers' stops

72. Poetic “even”

73. Buy second-hand

DOWN

Blazing Fast
Internet'

@51999

YOU LOVETOGETHER! ~ =*1922
‘ ] i‘:@ GUARANTEE 569?‘? 190 CHANNELS
_ 1835 416 ?103 s Gish Y

BRING EVERYTHING

1. Agha, alt. sp.

2. Artist Chagall's first name
3. Poet Pound's first name
4. Draws close

5. Fungus damage (2 words)
6. Shake's cousin?
1.*___fishing

8. Two, in cards

9. Station finder button

10. Not final

11. Curved molding

12.Kind of nurse

15. Bouillons

20. Laudanum ingredient

22. Saturn’s wife

24. As opposed to widow
25. Impromptu

26. Emergency pedal

27. *Hot treat

29. Major-leaguers

31. Prefers

32. Butcher shop offering, pl.
33. Ghostlike

34. Parkinson's drug

36. Philadelphia’s Ivy League
member

38. Russian mountain chain
42. *Fireplace glob

45.TV offering

49. Reef fish

51. Kind of bride

54. Eagle's home

56. Hundred Acre Wood creator

& SatePoint Media

57. A Flock of Seagulls’ 1982 hit (2
words)
58. European Council for Nuclear

L Call today and receivea ey

— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE ™

Research, acr. " PLUS 51600 OFF
59. Bad day for Caesar
60. Not quite an adult SAFEﬁl'STEF 1-855.576-5653
61. Spiral-horned African antelope MaLr=Ira Tias
62. Singer-songwriter Tori e
63. Tai's partner
65. Miner's bounty 1
67. Female sheep 6 2
211 8 3
9 416
7 3 415
412 5 7
619 7
5 4 112
3 7 8

Fill iry the Biank sqwanes in the grid, making s thal evevry
rFow, colemn and Jy<d box includes all gigits 7 through 3.
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WEEKLY COMICS

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps  The Spats
- i qF T 1 -
RAPPY CHRISTIAS SURE AW, BUT TS NOT WERE STILL HAVIG
GRANDPA. MOM'S CoDKMG, | | AgoUT FooD. P ek For CHERRY PIE THOUGH RIGHT? L e

\

Out on a Limb

SAUVEAM

BUT THIS
| MAY BE
| TAKINGIT A
BIT FAR!

CAD, I KNOW YOU'RE
REALLY BIG INTO “REPUCE,
REUSE, RECYCLE"...

Yt

4 oH,cMoN |
LOADR IT WITH | GROUNDS FOR
y WO -
HWHAT— Q'THJE- M&A&ﬁ;ﬂ:
PIANNER AT 15 MAH- k
AL TER = (N ITi- EVEN BETTER
LAWE, ANZ THAN YOURS, CATASTRA -
HAS THIS 7O YOU OUEHTA GET
-‘FJL‘!;,.}MJ:' HER EEIE?IEE FE-.F
THi - AL
fre o L
i’ F
SHIELEY A WAxFomM,

W THIN GO, OHID

Just Like Cats & Dogs

by Jeff Pickering

JUST LAST WEEK
1 TooKYou To THE
CHINESE BUFFET?

bv Ga arva
LEmny RPN, THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME BY AL SCADUTO
S UEA NS H SIGNS OF GETTING @l [ GUESS WHOSPENT TE WHOLE D3y [REFARNG PHE

BUFFET ROR HER PASR ot WHATS SHE ALRAYS S P

o
EART MEATDW, X

by Dave T. Phipps

70 BE FAIR YOU HAVE SHOES FOR |
EVERYTHING. | HAVE TWO SHOE
| CATEGORIES...G0OD AND BAD.,

HOCUS-FOCUS . p—

“That reminds me, Mom — have you told Dad
about your car yel?”

AR B RANRY D RRED 8 AT G U B T D

= o7 T T B 0 MR T RARED B T | S0USEHAT

(G) W LENIESPICTURES
[ LENIE'S PICTURES

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY & GRAPHIC ART
@ WEBSITE: LENIESPICTURES.SMUGMUG.COM

'j e i
LENIE'S PICTURES

ALLENE & FRANK SALERNO

Bobby’s Seven Day Barber Shop
Open Everyday!

1040 West Capital Ave Suite E [Behind Subway)
West Sacramento, CA 95691

Bobby Luna

(916) 371-4676

Next to City Hall 0

Carner of West Capitol and Merkley

4 _
CREST
JIEWELERS
+ Jewelry
* 1f*l|f';1h:hes-r

+ Sales
*+ Repair

WE
BLY
SCRAP
GOLDY

4

Family-owned with pride by the
Macias family sincs 1967

1296 West Capitol Ave (at Safeway Center) + 371-6440

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years

Remodeling and Design

eAdditions
Kitchens
*Bathrooms
*Custom Cabinetry

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

FREE Consultation

916-422-6639

o

ucrasnz  wwwlytleconstruction.com [

CASH PAID FOR DIABETICTEST STRIPS

Do yiu hawe extra chabetic et strips left over that you donat need?
Sell them to us far CASHE Vi will get them to someone wha can use them!

(e Touach (Wi itwe, Frestple Lite, onper Contnae, Aciir Ches andd st ather bmanads frough,
WE PAY UPTO $30 PER BOX
CASH ON THE SPOT
\priez vary depending or srend, quantity and exprt on dated

W offer FAST PICKUP at o focation that
I5 conveniently located near pau,
B mtit Eearepenzd and ereqial

For Promspt iteention Please Call Rachel at:

(916) 505-4673

GET TO KNOW GREINER!

$ Il .
New customers take 50 OFF your first service

"
éx Heating & A/C maintenance, repair & replacement
&AZ Water heater repair & replacement

Solar installation

Home performance, efficiency
& comfort

Call Us Today!
(916) 545-1784

www.iTrustGreiner.com

((HEATING * AIR * SOLAR ENERGY, INC.)

CA #365955
NP-01.20

HOME SERVICES
DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS
SIDING
DUDEFRESSURE ROOF
PR TR I SEEAN AUTO SERVICES
Pressure Washing Services . p yash
License Number SPB12021-00112 CARPET
Robert Beard %E:)T(S
916-825-0999
DUDEPRESSURE@GMAIL.COM UV PROTECTANT
DUDEPRESSURE SIMDIF.COM

Whitey's Jolly Kone

* Tacos * Burgers * Shakes
GREAT FOOD.

FRIENDLY FOLKS,
A West Sacramento

Tradition!
1300 Jefferson Blvd.
371-3605

Cond. Lic. #5259

o | o’

([ J & J PLUMBING
217 | (916) 761-4990
= '
R= John & Ed Yeargin 371-4151

Hardwood Flooring

Specializing in installing, sanding
and finishing hardwood flooring

or repair and refurbish your current floors.

Call Michael - (916) 383-8742

Lic# 544159/References Available

Follow Us feor Leocal News |
andiSoiMuchiMore

Messenger Publishing-Group
Facebook: @MPG8doteom. p=—"
Twitter: @MPG8dotcom o

Natalie Miller MARY KAV,
Independent Beauty Consultant =

millernatalie29@yahoo.com \! N
www.marykay.com/nmiller9625

916.621.0833

Contact me for a Complimentary Facial
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Are They Ready for This?

By Grace Gedye,
CALMatters.org

A cascade of tech layoffs, the
strain of inflation and news of
potentially recession-inducing
decisions from federal bank-
ers could spell tough economic
times ahead.

If more people are laid off,
more Californians will turn to
unemployment benefits to help
them afford the basics while
they look for a new job.

It’s a process that buckled
under the pressures of the pan-
demic. Residents sometimes
waited months for benefits
from the state’s Employment
Development Department, dial-
ing the department hundreds
of times. On top of that was a
string of fraud scandals: Claims
came from ‘unemployed’ infants
and children and according to
prosecutors, benefits were paid
to tens of thousands of inmates
in jail and prison, who are inel-
igible. The vast majority of the
fraud was in temporary, fed-
erally funded pandemic aid
programs.

The situation has since
improved. But how will the
system hold up if there’s a
recession?

Thanks to “the level of test-
ing that the pandemic put us
through, we are in such a strong
position to weather a typical
economic contraction,” said
Gareth Lacy, communications
advisor at the department.

But not everyone is con-
vinced. “There have been some
major improvements,” said
Daniela Urban, executive direc-
tor of the Center for Workers’
Rights. “But I think we’re not at
the point where
if a major cri-
sis hit the
unemploy-
ment system
again, the sys-
tem would be
able to function
as it should.”

A recession
would probably
look different
than the shock-
ing early months
of the pandemic,
when claims
for new benefits
jumped tenfold
from February to
March of 2020,
according to depart-
ment data. One
point of compari-
son: There were 20
million claims for
unemployment benefits during
the pandemic and just 3.8 mil-
lion during the Great Recession,
according to Lacy. And during
the pandemic, the challenge for
the department wasn’t just deal-
ing with the surge of claims; it
also had to implement new fed-
eral aid programs.

The incredible wave of people
applying in a matter of weeks
was “extreme” says Till von
Wachter, an economics profes-
sor at UCLA. Normal recessions
are more gradual, he said, so the
number of claims the depart-
ment has to process per week
would likely be lower. “They
just went through trial by fire,”
von Wachter said. He’s optimis-
tic that the department would
be able to better deal with a
recession.

But, if the agency struggles to
keep up with the demands of a
recession, it wouldn’t be the first
time. In the wake of the reces-
sion that began in 2008, reports
emerged that checks were
delayed due to outdated com-
puters, and exasperated workers
were met with busy phone lines.

In 2021, state lawmakers
required the department to come
up with a recession plan; the
result is a nearly 90-page report.

One change, the report
explains, is that the depart-
ment created a new team tasked
with forecasting unemployment
benefit-related workloads and
figuring how many staff will be
needed. The report also details
how the department will adapt if
the unemployment rate reaches
specific levels. California’s
unemployment rate is currently
around 4%, but if, for example,

1
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Is California’s beleaguered jobless benefits agency ready for a recession? The headquarters of California's Employment Development Department in

e : »

e ul

MPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENS,

Sacramento. The agency says it's made improvements that have made it better equipped to issue employment benefits if the economy goes south. Photo

by Rahul Lal, CalMatters

it ticks up to 6%, the plan
includes authorizing overtime,
reducing vacation slots during
peak periods, and limiting the
approval of part-time requests.
If it reaches 8%, the department
would hire additional staff and
“deploy retired annuitants.” If it
reaches 12%, it’s time to call in
the contractors.

The report says pulling all this
off is challenging because fed-
eral funding for unemployment
benefit administration is

one day, or were sick one day
— two things that could disqual-
ify you from receiving benefits
— the department would stop
sending payments until it deter-
mined whether you were still
eligible, which could require an
interview, said Urban.

“At the height of the pan-
demic, (the department) was
so behind the determinations
(that) people were waiting
15, 16, or

e

|

contractors during the pandemic,
but that ended in 2021.

Another large group that will
find itself without unemploy-
ment benefits if a recession
hits is undocumented work-

California’s debt is roughly dou-
ble the size of the other four
combined.

This isn’t the first time the
system has gone into debt. In the
wake of the Great Recession,
the debt grew to about $10 bil-
lion. California didn’t finish
paying it off until the spring
of 2018, according to H.D.
Palmer, a spokesperson for the
Finance Department, and the
state spent about $1.4 bil-

lion on interest on the Great

Recession era unemploy-

ment debt, according to
Palmer.
Unemployment ben-
efits are funded by
employers, and in
order to pay off
the current debt,
a federal tax on
employers will
automatically
increase by $21
per employee
in 2023, and
ratchet up by
an additional
$21 per
employee per

[

The incredible wave of people applying in a matter of weeks was “extreme” says Till von Wachter, an economics professor at UCLA. Normal recessions

are more gradual, he said, so the number of claims the department has to process per week would likely be lower. “They just went through trial by fire,”
von Wachter said. Photo courtesy of Florian Schott Dreamstime.com

tied to an actual — not antici-
pated — workload.

The agency has made some
other changes that could smooth
the process of getting benefits.

For Californians whose pri-
mary language is not English,
expanded multilingual services
should make it easier to navigate
the system. “Individuals who are
not fluent in English face insur-
mountable barriers to receiving
assistance,” found a September
2020 ‘strike team’ report. In a
February settlement with sev-
eral advocacy groups, the
department agreed to: Provide
real-time spoken and signed
language services for work-
ers in any language they need;
Add dedicated phone lines for
Korean, Tagalog and Armenian
speakers in addition to existing
lines serving Spanish, Mandarin,
Cantonese, and Vietnamese
speakers; Translate all important
unemployment benefits docu-
ments in the top 15 non-English
languages used in the state by
the end of 2022.

A new section of the unem-
ployment benefits website now
provides forms and other infor-
mation translated into eight
languages, plus simplified
Chinese. The expansion came
after a legislative push to add
multilingual services for unem-
ployment benefits.

Another recent change
addresses what happens if you
start getting benefits, and then
your eligibility is called into
question. In the past if, in the
course of filling out forms to
prove your ongoing eligibility,
you indicate that you worked

more weeks for these determi-
nations,” and in the meantime,
they weren’t receiving any ben-
efits, Urban said. Now, if the
agency can’t determine whether
you’re eligible within 14 days, it
will keep paying benefits while
they sort out the issue, Urban
said.

There have been other cus-
tomer service tweaks over the
past couple of years, including
adding a call-back feature on call
center phone lines so that peo-
ple don’t have to wait on hold,
improving the mobile phone ver-
sion of the website, and enabling
claimants to upload documents,
rather than physically mail them
in, according to the department.

The department has also
begun a multi-year moderniza-
tion effort, dubbed EDDNext,
aimed at improving customer
service for unemployment ben-
efits, paid family leave, and
disability insurance, for which
the department received $136
million this year. So far, the
department has begun design-
ing a new online login that will
work for unemployment benefits
as well as paid family leave and
disability insurance, and design-
ing forms that are easier to read
and understand.

If there’s a recession, some
workers can’t turn to unemploy-
ment benefits. That includes the
self-employed, who generally
aren’t covered by unemploy-
ment benefits, said Jenna Gerry,
a senior staff attorney at the
National Employment Law
Project. The federal govern-
ment created temporary benefits
for self-employed workers and

ers — despite a major push from
advocates and a bill passed by
the Legislature. Under federal
law, undocumented workers
can’t get traditional unemploy-
ment benefits, said Gerry.

This year, worker and immi-
grant advocates pushed for a
new pilot program that would
have provided unemploy-
ment-like benefits to non-citizen
workers — an idea Colorado law-
makers embraced this year. But
California legislators didn’t pro-
vide funding for the program
in the state budget, said Sasha
Feldstein, economic justice pol-
icy director for the California
Immigrant Policy Center.
Curiously, they then passed a
bill that laid out how the pro-
gram would work, but which
didn’t include funding, and Gov.
Gavin Newsom vetoed the bill,
citing, in part, the absence of “a
dedicated funding source.”

Another consequence of a
recession could be growing
California’s already massive
unemployment debt.

The state’s unemploy-
ment insurance trust fund ran
out of money during the pan-
demic, after so many laid-off
Californians relied on the ben-
efits. The federal government
loaned California billions to
keep benefits flowing, and the
state still is on the hook to pay
back about $18 billion.

California’s debt is uniquely
large. While many states had to
turn to the feds to pay out ben-
efits during the pandemic, at
this point just California, New
York, Connecticut, Illinois and
the Virgin Islands still have debt.

year until the loan is repaid.
This year state lawmakers also
decided to kick in $250 mil-
lion in state funds toward the
loan principal and $342.4 mil-
lion to cover the interest accrued
so far.

But if the state goes into a
recession, that debt could grow
even larger.

“If there is a slowdown in
the economy, we are totally and
completely unprepared to be
able to provide for California
workers because of the
deficit,” said Rob Lapsley, pres-
ident of the California Business
Roundtable, which represents
major employers and has advo-
cated for the state to contribute
$10 billion to pay down the loan
principal. “There may not be
an interest in Congress to bail
out California and New York,”
Lapsley said.

But it would be unprecedented
for the federal government to
let a state’s unemployment sys-
tem run out of money and stop
providing benefits, said Gerry,
with the National Employment
Law Project. “That has never
happened in the history of the
unemployment insurance pro-
gram since it was enacted in
1935.”

“I don’t think that there’s a
real threat that no benefits will
be available,” Gerry said. But
having a system that repeat-
edly goes into debt means that
taxpayers get stuck with an
avoidable bill. And, Gerry said,
“if we had more money in our
trust fund, it would be easier
to make the case that we could
enhance benefits.” *



