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Harris Brothers Waste Removal
(774) 446-9975 • Webster, MA

You can schedule dumpster sale right on line 
at www.harrisbrotherswaste.com

Boat and Camper Disposal

Serving Webster and surrounding Worcester County towns

•Dumpster Rentals •Junk Removal
•Cleanouts •Demolition Services

Summer Dumpster Special
10 yard dumpster $300
15 yard dumpster $350
20 yard dumpster $450

Drop off your Drop off your 
old TVs, old TVs, 

Refrigerators Refrigerators 
& ACs for only & ACs for only 
$10.00 each$10.00 each    

~ Open 24/7 ~ 
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Prepare your deck for winter 
Homeowners often take steps 

to winterize the interior of  their 
homes in the weeks before win-
ter’s arrival, but such efforts 
should extend to the outside of  a 
home as well.

Decks make for great gath-
ering places when the weather 
permits. Decks are where many 
people spend their free time and 
eat their meals come spring and 
summer, when the temperatures 
climb and the sun sets well into 
the evening. But as summer turns 
to fall, homeowners must take 
measures to protect their decks 
from potentially harsh winter 
weather.

• Inspect the deck for prob-
lems. Decks tend to be used 
more often in summer than 
any other time of  year. That 
makes fall and early winter an 
ideal time to inspect for wear 
and tear and any additional 
issues that may have cropped 
up throughout the summer. 
Damaged boards and loose 
handrails should be fixed be-
fore winter arrives, especially 
for homeowners who plan to 

use their decks in winter. Fix-
ing such issues in winter and 
even into spring may be dif-
ficult thanks to harsh condi-
tions, so make good use of  
the relatively calm autumn 
weather to fix any issues on 
the deck.

• Clear the deck of  potted 
plants. Even homeowners 
who intend to use their decks 
in winter should remove pot-
ted plants from the deck in 
the fall. The home improve-
ment experts at HGTV note 
that moisture can get trapped 
between deck boards and 

plastic, wood or ceramic con-
tainers in cold weather, and 
that can contribute to mil-
dew, discoloration or decay.

• Store unnecessary furniture. 
Homeowners who like to sit 
on their decks in winter will 
no doubt want to leave some 

furniture out over the winter. 
But those with lots of  furni-
ture for entertaining guests 
can likely move the major-
ity of  that furniture into a 
garage or shed for the win-
ter. HGTV notes that doing 
so will prevent the potential 
formation of  blemishes on 
the deck that can result from 
inconsistent weathering.

• Remove snow, but do so care-
fully. Prolonged contact with 
snow and ice can damage a 
deck. As a result, homeown-
ers should clear snow from 
their decks when accumula-
tion is significant. HGTV 
recommends using a snow 
blower on the deck to avoid 
scarring. If  a shovel must 
be used, push snow with the 
planks to reduce the risk of  
damaging the deck.

Homeowners who take steps 
to protect their decks through-
out the winter months can en-
sure these popular areas are 
ready once entertaining season 
returns in the spring.

Upcoming dates:
 

Fri, October 20th
Fri, November 17th

 
New themes and featured artists each month!

ALTERNATIVES' WHITIN MILL, 
60 DOUGLAS ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

Check out more
opportunities at

 
openskycs.org/

CommunityMembership

OPEN MIC NIGHTS
Take Down the Wall Presents:

Learn and collaborate with other musicians!

Community Membership Fall 2023 Opportunities

Do you have a passion
you would like to share?

Get involved with Open Sky’s
Community Membership Department!

Learn more at openskycs.org/openmic

Questions? Contact Michelle Benjamin at
michelle.benjamin@openskycs.org 

Fostering Inclusive Opportunities in the Blackstone Valley!

Set Design
Club 21
Open Mics
Workshops
...and more!

VOLUNTEER WITH US!
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BACKUP POWER, 
FOR EVERY ADDRESS.
Now there’s a reliable KOHLER® generator to fi t 
every home. From 6 to 150 kW, our generators have 
compact footprints that fi t comfortably on your lot. 
Whatever the size of your home, we’re with you.

From engines to generators, we give the world power.

Visit our Showroom:
230 Church St, Suite B, Whitinsville, MA 01588

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR
 FREE ESTIMATE!

BACKUP POWER, 
FOR EVERY ADDRESS.
Now there’s a reliable KOHLER® generator to fi t 
every home. From 6 to 150 kW, our generators have 
compact footprints that fi t comfortably on your lot. 
Whatever the size of your home, we’re with you.

From engines to generators, we give the world power.

Visit our Showroom:
230 Church St, Suite B, Whitinsville, MA 01588

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR
 FREE ESTIMATE!
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Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO NO 
JOBJOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

How to choose the right lighting inside your home
Lighting in a home serves 

both practical and aesthetic 
purposes. It’s easy to maneuver 
around a well-lit home, reducing 
the risk of  slips and falls, and the 
right lighting can help homeown-
ers create their desired ambiance, 
which typically changes depend-
ing on which room you’re in.

When choosing lighting for 
their homes, homeowners must 
walk a fine line between appear-
ance and functionality. A fixture 
in the foyer that instantly im-
presses visitors likely won’t prove 
as awe-inspiring if  it’s installed in 
the living room. When choosing 
lighting for a home, some gen-
eral rules about what works in 
each room can help homeown-
ers make the most informed de-
cision.

Kitchen
Kitchens are often the busi-

est room in a home, so lighting 
here can be especially important. 
A kitchen often benefits, both 
practically and aesthetically, from 
different types of  lighting. For 
example, pendant lighting above 
kitchen islands can make meal 

preparation easier and safer, but 
such lighting likely won’t work 
in breakfast nooks and informal 
dining areas in the kitchen. Re-
cessed lighting works best in such 
areas. In kitchens with no island, 
under-cabinet lighting can be 
used to illuminate countertops 
and simplify meal preparation.

Formal dining room
Many people enjoy the look 

of  chandeliers in formal dining 
rooms, and such fixtures can be 
installed directly above the din-
ner table. The interior design 
experts at Better Homes & Gar-
dens advise hanging chandeliers 
roughly 33 inches above the table 
in dining rooms with eight-foot 
ceilings, adding three inches for 
each additional foot above eight 
feet. Darkened dining areas may 
be ideal in restaurants, but home-
owners may want to split the 
difference at home and choose 
dimmable chandeliers for their 
dining rooms. This allows home-
owners to dim the lights for ro-
mantic dinners but turn them up 
for family gatherings with lots of  
people around the table.

Living room
Adaptability also is important 

in the living room, where home-
owners may host anything from 
movie nights to book clubs to 
parties for the big game. It can be 
a tall order to accommodate such 
a wide range of  activities, and 
many homeowners come down 
to deciding between recessed 
lighting and track lighting. If  the 
living room currently has neither 
style, homeowners should recog-
nize that it will cost considerably 

less to install track lighting than 
recessed lighting. Better Homes 
& Gardens notes that flexible 
track lighting provides ambi-
ent, task or accent lighting, and 
track lights can even be moved 
to change lighting schemes at 
any time, making them a budget-
friendly option for homeowners 
whose living rooms are multi-
purpose spaces. Recessed lighting 
also works well in living rooms, 
especially ones with low ceilings. 
That’s because recessed lighting 
is installed into the ceiling, mean-
ing it does not take up any visual 

space in the room. That can help 
living rooms feel bigger.

Bedroom
The home improvement ex-

perts at BobVila.com note that 
bedroom lighting should pro-
vide enough light when getting 
dressed, but also be able to be 
toned down as residents prepare 
for their bedtime routines. Both 
portable and installed lighting 
can be used in bedrooms to serve 
these various functions. Recessed 
fixtures that dim can ensure 
there’s ample light to get dressed 
in the morning, but they also can 
be dimmed at night as residents 
try to get ready to sleep. Porta-
ble nightstand lights can make 
it easier for couples sharing a 
bedroom, allowing one person to 
stay up and read while the other 
goes to sleep. 

Homeowners have many 
options and many needs when 
choosing lighting for their homes. 
A professional consultation with 
a lighting expert or interior deco-
rator can help homeowners find 
lights that provide both practical 
and aesthetic appeal.  
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Heirloom Empor i u m

fine handcrafted 
gifts, family games, 

& decor by
local artists & artisans

at Manchaug Mills | Sutton, MA
508-476-5336

www.heirloom-emporium.com

 

A full-service wood workshop
with in-house creative services

CUSTOM CNC SERVICES
CUSTOM EGRAVING SERVICES
CUSTOM WOODWORKING
GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICE

ORIGINAL ARTWORK, STOCK IMAGERY, 
OR YOUR PRE-EXISTING ART

upcycleheirloom@gmail.com
508-476-5336

How to maintain hardwood floors
Hardwood floors have long 

been sought after by home buy-
ers. In its 2019 “Remodeling 
Impact Report,” the National 
Association of  Realtors® re-
vealed that new wood flooring 
was the fourth most popular 
project to attract buyers.

Of  course, hardwood floors 
aren’t just for buyers. Homeown-
ers who already have hardwood 
floors know just how impressive 
these floors can be, especially 
when they’re well maintained. 
Maintaining wood floors is not 
necessarily as straightforward as 
it may seem, and homeowners 
may benefit from a tutorial on 
how too keep the floors under 
their feet looking good.

To polish or not to polish?
Polishing floors is an in-

expensive way to keep them 
looking good. But the home im-
provement experts at BobVila.
com note that not all floors can 
be polished, and determining 
which ones can depends on the 
finish. Floors with waterproof  
barriers such as urethane will 
benefit from routine polishing. 

However, floors with penetrating 
finishes like tung oil will need to 
be waxed rather than polished. 

What finish is on the floor?
The Hardwood Distribu-

tor’s Association recommends 
a simple way for homeowners 
to determine which type of  fin-
ish is on their hardwood floors. 
Homeowners are advised to rub 
a finger across the floor. If  no 
smudge appears, then the floor 
is surface sealed. If  a smudge is 
created, then the floor has been 
treated with a penetrating seal. 
The HDA also notes that re-
cently installed wood floors are 
likely surface sealed.

How often should floors be 
polished or waxed?

Wood flooring profession-
als recommend polishing floors 
that can be polished once every 
few months. Waxing wood floors 
does not need to be done as fre-
quently, and most can benefit 
from a fresh coat of  wax every 
12 to 18 months.

What can I do on a daily 
basis?

Some simple tricks and daily 
maintenance can help wood 
floors maintain their impressive 
look. 

• Utilize floor mats. The HDA 
notes that floor mats near en-
tryways can reduce the time 
it takes to clean hardwood 
floors and reduce the wear 
and tear they endure. For ex-
ample, tiny particles like dirt 
can scratch the floor and con-
tribute to the kind of  minor 
damage that adds up to signif-
icant scarring over time. Floor 
mats near entryways ensures 
that most of  that dirt never 
makes it to the wood floors.

• Vacuum without a beater bar. 
Some vacuums contain beater 
bars, which are designed to 
pick up human hair, dog hair 
and other things that conven-
tional vacuums may not be 
able to pick up. The HDA ad-
vises vacuuming without the 
beater bar, as it can contribute 
to small scratches in the floor. 
Sweeping with a high-quality 
broom or microfiber cloth is 

another way to pick up dirt 
without damaging floors.

• Use manufacturer-recom-
mended cleaning products. 
Local home improvement 
stores sell a host of  hardwood 
floor cleaning products, but 
the HDA notes that many 
flooring manufacturers now 
sell their own hardwood floor 
cleaners designed specifically 

for their floors. These prod-
ucts are likely homeowners’ 
best bets. Homeowners who 
can’t find them can seek rec-
ommendations from a local 
flooring retailer.

Hardwood floors are attrac-
tive for many reasons. And they 
look even more stunning, and last 
much longer, when homeowners 
make an effort to maintain them.  
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Supports Open Sky’s health and wellness initiatives 
Pre-registration is required at openskycs.org/bagtoss

JOIN US FOR A COMMUNITY 
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 

OCT. 14, 2023  12PM 
50 DOUGLAS RD., WHITINSVILLE, MA 

RAIN DATE – OCTOBER 15TH 

Food truck, bar, raffles,  
games, music

We do jobs that other companies don’t want to do!

508.381.1762   •   jafrederick.com
Holliston, MA

Plumbing, Heating &
Cooling Experts

LICENSED & INSURED

The benefits of energy-efficient homes
Consumer efforts to be more 

eco-conscious are more and 
more noticeable. For proof  of  
that, one need look no further 
than the increase in vehicle 
charging stations. Such stations 
are more accessible than ever 
and illustrate that consumer 
preference is increasingly lean-
ing toward products that leave 
as small a carbon footprint as 
possible.

Another indicator of  a 
growing interest in eco-friendly 

products is the popularity in 
energy-efficient homes. In fact, 
a recent survey from the Na-
tional Association of  Home 
Builders found that energy-
efficient features are among 
the most sought-after “must-
haves” among homebuyers. 
Among those surveyed, 83 per-
cent desired Energy Star-rated 
windows, 81 percent wanted 
Energy Star-rated appliances 
and 80 percent preferred en-
ergy-efficient lighting. 

Though eco-conscious sen-
sibilities compel millions of  
homeowners to make their 
homes more energy-efficient, 
that’s not the only reason to up-
grade your home. The follow-
ing are a handful of  the many 
benefits of  energy-efficient 
homes.

• Save money: Inflation was 
one of  the biggest stories of  
2022, as the cost of  living 
rose dramatically in the wake 
of  world events. According 
to data from the U.S. Bureau 
of  Labor Statistics, inflation 
led to an overall 6.5 percent 
increase in prices. But that 
increase was dwarfed by the 
cost of  electricity, which in-
creased by 14.3 percent in 
2022. Energy-efficient appli-
ances can help homeowners 
overcome that spike, as the 
U.S. Department of  Energy 
indicates upgrading to such 
products can help homeown-
ers reduce their energy costs 
by as much as 30 percent.

• Improve resale value: As 
the NAHB survey indicates, 
modern homebuyers want 
energy-efficient homes. 
They’re also willing to pay 
more for such homes. Re-
search from the mortgage 
lender Freddie Mac found 
that homes with energy-effi-

cient ratings sold for nearly 
3 percent more on average 
than homes without such 
ratings.

• Live healthier: The benefits 
of  energy-efficient homes 
aren’t just economic, though 
health-related benefits cer-
tainly produce an economic 
incentive as well. According 
to the American Council for 
an Energy-Efficient Economy, 
insulation and air sealing pro-
tect individuals from heat 
waves and other ripple ef-
fects of  climate change. The 
ACEEE notes that weather-
ization can improve indoor 
air quality and comfort, a 
notable benefit for asthma 

sufferers and seniors. In fact, 
the ACEEE estimates that 
integrating energy efficiency 
programs in homes could re-
duce seniors’ risk for falls in 
their homes, potentially sav-
ing $2 billion in fall-related 
health care costs over the next 
decade, and improve asthma 
outcomes, which could re-
duce health care costs by as 
much as half  a billion dollars.

Energy-efficient products 
and practices pay numerous 
dividends, making them a wor-
thy expenditure for any home-
owners looking to upgrade their 
homes.  

Did you know?
Gardening enthusiasts recognize that fall is not a time 

to rest on their laurels. In fact, fall is a great season to 
spend time in the yard. The Center for Agriculture, Food 
and the Environment at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst indicates fall is the ideal time to improve the 
soil for next season. Amending the soil in the fall allows 
it to react accordingly over time and reap the benefits 
in spring. UMass suggests getting an accurate soil test 
to see what is needed in the garden. Samples should be 
taken from various areas. Avoid doing so when the soil is 
very wet. At-home kits can test for nitrogen, potassium 
and phosphorous and determine the soil’s pH. Garden-
ers should till the soil and add compost or manure, which 
will counteract many nutritional deficiencies. Worm cast-
ings also are good to add, particularly for summer veg-
etable gardens. The gardening company Park Seed says 
that worm castings are high in minerals and effective at 
holding water — so much so that they even can be used 
alone in place of potting soil. Crushed egg shells, coffee 
grounds and banana peels also can be added in the fall, 
even if they are not part of a compost pile. The nutrients 
will break down throughout the fall and winter, and be 
available just in time for summer plantings.  
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“Easily in the Top 10  
Museums I’ve ever been to.”

- Google Review

Museum Open 
Wed. - Sun. 

10 AM to 5 PM

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA   www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org
Scan QR for website

Junk removal got you down in the dumps?
Maybe you’re planning a 

garage, attic or cellar cleanout. 
Perhaps your yard is littered with 
a boat that’s no longer sea or 
lake-worthy or maybe you have a 
camper whose days in the wilder-
ness are over.

You can get rid of  these eye-
sores along with old appliances, 
sofas and construction material 
with one phone call. They all have 
a place out of  your yard and out 
of  your  sight with the roll-off ser-
vice from Harris Brothers Waste 
Removal in Webster, located at 22 
Cudworth Road.

Simply phone or contact them 
online and Harris Brothers will 
come set you up with a dumpster 
rental sized to your specific needs.

The business has been serving 
Worcester County for a decade 
according to 28 year old owner 
Zach Harris who’s been head-
ing the business for the past three 
years. 

 “We take everything,” he said 
“and the best part of  it is, it’s 100 
percent recycled,” he said. So 
your house and yard is cleaned up 
and hasn’t affected the environ-
ment. 

There’s an interesting reel on 
their Instagram page of  copper 
wire that got pulled out of  broken 
electronics being ground into tiny 
pellets for recycling. 

Dumpsters can be rented in 
three sizes – 10 yard dumpsters 
that can handle a ton of  trash, 15 
yard dumpster for 1.5 tons and 20 
yard dumpster for 2 tons of  trash. 
The 15 and 20 yard containers 
are big enough for a couch, Har-
ris advised.

The rental fees are $300, $350 
and $450, respectively, with a $50 
delivery fee. The container rental 
fee covers three days with a sur-
charge for any days over. 

“We are the cheapest around, 
hands down,” he said.

Same day delivery along with 
a reputation for speedy service 
and competitive pricing make 
Harris Brothers a popular choice 
whether you’re getting rid of  
one remodeled room’s worth of  
demo’d construction debris or 
if  you’re going to knock down a 
whole house.

There are additional charges 
for some items in dumpsters – for 
instance, $25 for car tires, $75 for 
mattress and box springs, $30 for 
televisions and $40 for air condi-

tioners and refrigerators. Clean 
out your own home or maybe the 
mess left by inconsiderate tenants.

But drive any of  these items on 
your own to the Harris Brothers 
Bulk Waste Disposal Facility and 
pay a substantially lower fee, just 
$10 for to get rid of  a refrigerator! 

Take a look at these July and 
August reviews the Harris Waste 
website:

“My company hired Harris 
Brothers to remove unwanted 
items. There was a lot of  stuff. It 
was done quickly and profession-
ally at a fair price.” Darren M., 
Aug. 20, 2023

“Harris Brothers Waste Re-
moval are a very reliable and cost 
efficient service…I highly recom-
mend!” CH Aug. 2, 2023

“Price was great compared to 
other local options. Delivered and 
picked up when promised. Easy 
payment online.” Charles M. July 
27, 2023

Also check out Harris Broth-
ers for their demolition expertise. 
They do amazing things with a 
bobcat. They also have excava-
tors and fork lifts ready to tackle 
the big jobs.

“We just took down a whole 
house in Dudley,” Harris said.

Harris Brothers also owns a 
brand new trash compactor so 
they can do weekly residential 
trash pick-up, they’re just waiting 
to have some manpower arrive.

So whether you’re a weekend 
warrior doing a home or room re-
model, a landlord, moving house 
or helping out an elderly relative, 
call Harris Brothers Waste Re-
moval.

They can be found online at 
harrisbrotherswaste.com; on 

Instagram: @harrisbrother-
swaste and Harris Brothers Waste 
Removal on Facebook. Call 774-
446-9975 or email zrharris@
gmail.com. They accept Ameri-
can Express, cash, check, Dis-
cover, MasterCard and Visa.

mailto:zrharris@gmail.com
mailto:zrharris@gmail.com
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• Concrete
• Asphalt

PUBLIC SCALE: 
You bring your items — Weigh in and pay as you go!

• Bulk Items
• Leaves & Grass

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday: 8am - 4pm   •  Saturday: 8am -12pm

279 Douglas Road • Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-2920

• Dirt
• Brush & Stumps

• Residential Curbside Pick-up
• Commercial Pick-up
• House Clean-outs
• Bulk Pickups
• Demolition
• Dumpsters 
• Roll-offs

Residential & Commercial • Dumpsters • Haul-aways • Public Scale

• Brown Mulch• Black Mulch

    Comingthis Spring!
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We’re 
Selling

MULCH!!

Fireplace trends help create attractive, 
comfortable rooms

Fireplaces are useful features 
in a home. Fireplaces are sources 
of  ambient heat and also add 
style to indoor spaces. 

Fireplaces can complement 
just about any interior style. 
Fireplaces can be traditional 
and burn wood or connect to a 
home’s natural gas supply for on-
demand ambiance. What’s more, 
fireplaces may come in vented or 
ventless varieties, depending on 
homeowners’ preferences and 
what is allowed by community 
building codes. That means a 
chimney or flue may not be 
needed — expanding the list of  
rooms where a fireplace can be 
installed.

Certain trends have emerged 
among fireplace fans in recent 
years. Here’s a look at what’s get-
ting consumers fired up about 
these home decor elements.

• Minimalist style: Many fire-
places are designed in neutral 
colors with minimal trim that 
directs focus on the fire and 

not the appliance. When the 
fireplace is not in use, it blends 
in with surroundings and will 
not compete for attention 
with other design elements.

• Convertible fireplaces: Home-
owners can choose between 
open or sealed fireplaces. A 
convertible fireplace enables 
homeowners to have the best 
features of  these options. A 
convertible fireplace can be 
converted to wood from gas, 
or the opposite, in as little as 
30 minutes.

• Nature-inspired materials: 
Natural stone continues to be 
a material of  choice in fire-
place surrounds. Light colors 
work well for a fireplace, and 
also fit with today’s lighter 
color interior design prefer-
ences. Natural stone also 
works perfectly with both con-
temporary and rustic decor.

• Vintage fireplaces: Vintage 
continues to be a buzzword 

in 2022, and the choice to go 
vintage also applies to fire-
place styles. A room deco-
rated in vintage elements can 
be complemented with a vin-
tage fireplace or one designed 
to look vintage.

• Integrate into wall decor: 
Fireplaces that are built right 
into a wall save space. One 
can have a television and a 
fireplace on the same wall. 
These types of  fireplaces work 
well in modern home designs. 
Other fireplaces may be built 

into bookshelves or other wall 
features.

Fireplaces can improve the 
appeal of  a home. Various trends 
are popular this year, making 
fireplaces highly coveted features.  
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Landscape & MasonryLandscape & Masonry
MaterialsMaterials

AUTUMN SPECIALS!AUTUMN SPECIALS! 2677 Broncos Highway2677 Broncos Highway
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI

((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)
401-769-4286401-769-4286

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am - 12pm

Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Controls 
Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits

Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite • Flagstone
 Cobblestone • Palletized Stone • Wood Pellets
Chimney Supplies • Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products
UniLock Pavers and Walls

Homeowners 
& Contractors 
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Delivery 
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Signs your gutters are in need of repair 
Fall is a great time to tackle 

projects around the house. The 
weather each fall allows home-
owners to make improvements 
to their homes’ exteriors without 
worrying about extreme heat or 
cold, while interior projects like 
painting are made easier because 
homeowners can open the win-
dows to allow for proper ventila-
tion.

Fall also marks a great time to 
prepare for upcoming projects 
that can make winter work that 
much easier. For example, fall is 
a great time to take stock of  your 
gutters so you can address any 
issues before leaves begin to fall 
or the first snowstorm touches 
down. Compromised gutters 
can contribute to water issues 
in basements and adversely af-
fect a home’s foundation if  not 
addressed immediately, so it be-
hooves homeowners to learn the 
signs that gutters are in need of  
repair or replacement.

• Gutters hanging off the home: 
Gutters were once installed 
predominantly with spikes. 
However, many industry pro-

fessionals now install gutters 
with hanger brackets. Why 
the change? Spikes loosen 
over time, leading to the gut-
ters hanging off the home. 
That can contribute to seri-
ous issues if  left untreated. 
Gutters hanging off the home 
need not necessarily be re-
placed, but rather secured to 
the home, ideally with hanger 
brackets instead of  spikes. 
Brackets hook into the front 
of  the gutter and are then 
screwed into the fascia of  a 
home. A professional who 
specializes in gutter repair 
can perform this task rela-
tively quickly, and it’s an in-
expensive yet highly effective 
solution.

• Gutter separation: Gutters 
that are no longer fastened 
together can leak and con-
tribute to issues that affect 
the home’s foundation, sid-
ing and appearance. Clogs 
and the accumulation of  
debris can cause gutters to 
separate because they are not 
designed to hold too much 

weight. Replacement of  sepa-
rated gutters may or may not 
be necessary depending on 
how big the problem is and 

the condition of  the existing 
gutters. If  replacement is not 
necessary, separated gutters 
may be remedied by securing 

the joints, another relatively 
simple and inexpensive fix.

• Peeling exterior paint: Paint 
that appears to be peeling off 
of  your home may indicate 
that water is seeping over the 
edge of  the gutter closest to 
your home. When that hap-
pens, water is coming down 
the side of  the house, causing 
the paint to peel. In such in-
stances, replacing the gutters 
is often necessary.

• Basement flooding: Not all 
signs of  deteriorating gutters 
are outside a home. Many a 
homeowner has been flum-
moxed by flooding in their 
basements, and such flooding 
can be caused by aging, inef-
fective gutters. That’s because 
deteriorating gutters some-
times allow water to leak near 
the foundation of  a home, 
contributing to basement 
flooding.
Fall is an ideal time to inspect 

gutters and have any issues fixed 
before leaves begin to fall or 
harsh winter weather arrives.  
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Tips before deciding to do a DIY demolition
Home improvement projects 

can range from relatively inex-
pensive undertakings to complex 
endeavors that cost homeowners 
thousands of  dollars. In an ef-
fort to make expensive projects 
more affordable, homeowners 
may look for ways to pitch in, 
and do-it-yourself  demolition is 
a common way to cut costs.

Due to geographical fluctua-
tions in price as well as the scale 
of  a project, it’s hard to pinpoint 
just how much homeowners can 
save by doing demolition work 
themselves. HomeAdvisor es-
timates that the average small 
interior demolition project costs 
just over $3,000, though more 
significant demolition projects 
can cost considerably more than 
that. Given the cost, it’s no sur-
prise that so many homeowners 
volunteer to do demolition on 
their own. Though it’s possible 
to do so safely, homeowners can 
take steps to determine if  it’s 
in their best interest to take on 
a DIY demolition or leave it to 
the professionals.

• Conduct a cost analysis. De-
molition projects seem sim-

ple, but they often require 
the use of  equipment most 
homeowners don’t have on 
hand. Rentals can be con-

sidered in such instances, but 
the cost of  renting equip-
ment can reduce the amount 
of  money homeowners are 

saving by going it alone. For 
example, homeowners may 
be able to pull up vinyl or 
tile flooring on their own, 
but not all floors are installed 
the same. Some floors may 
have been glued more effec-
tively than others, making it 
hard and/or time-consuming 
to pull them up by hand. A 
walk-behind floor scraper 
can make it easier to re-
move such floors, but that 
equipment must be rented. 
A cost analysis comparing 
the contractors’ demolition 
cost estimate and the cost of  
DIY, complete with equip-
ment rental projections, can 
give a more accurate picture 
of  how much money home-
owners will save by going it 
alone. If  the savings of  DIY 
are negligible, homeowners 
should probably let the con-
tractor handle the demo.

• Speak with your contractor. 
Prior to saying they’ll do the 
demo work on their own, 
homeowners should speak 
with their contractors to get 
an accurate idea of  what the 

project will entail. Demoli-
tion projects may seem sim-
ple enough, but contractors 
can illustrate the correct way 
to do things so as to mini-
mize potentially costly dam-
age. Some contractors may 
offer to help homeowners 
start the demo project and 
then leave them to their own 
devices once they get a knack 
for what to do. Once home-
owners see what it will take, 
they can then decide if  DIY 
is best for them.

• Enlist help. No DIY demo 
should ever be done alone. 
The risk for accident and 
injury is simply too great for 
homeowners to go it alone. 
Homeowners who can’t en-
list some volunteers to pitch 
in should leave the job to the 
professionals.
DIY demolition can save 

homeowners a lot of  money. But 
such projects are not necessarily 
as simple as they seem. Home-
owners should take steps to see 
exactly what they’re getting into 
before they volunteer to take on 
demo duty. 
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Harris Brothers Waste Removal
(774) 446-9975 • Webster, MA

You can schedule dumpster sale right on line 
at www.harrisbrotherswaste.com

Boat and Camper Disposal

Serving Webster 
and surrounding 

Worcester County 
towns

•Dumpster Rentals •Junk Removal 
•Cleanouts •Demolition Services

Dumpster Special
10 yard dumpster $300
15 yard dumpster $350
20 yard dumpster $450

Drop off your old Drop off your old 
TVs, TVs, 

Refrigerators Refrigerators 
& ACs for only & ACs for only 
$10.00 each$10.00 each    

~ Open 24/7 ~ 

MULLALY MATERIALSMULLALY MATERIALS

CALL FOR PRICING:CALL FOR PRICING:  
508-883-0977508-883-0977

M-F 7:00am - 4:30pm 
Sat 8:00am - 12:00pm Visa / MC / Cash / Check

www.mullalymaterials.com

We have all your Landscaping Supplies!
Mulch – Stone – Loam

Hemlock Mulch • Black Mulch • Brown Pine Mulch
Red Cedar Mulch • Playground Safety Fiber

Forest Chips Screened Loam • 50/50 Compost/Loam Compost 
• 3/8”, 3/4” & 1 ½” Gray Stone 

3” Gray Stone • 3/8” • 3/4” Multi Color Round
1 ½”, 2 ½”Multi Color River Stone 3/4” Lavender Stone 

3/4” Processed Gravel • 3” Processed Gravel
 Recycled Asphalt • Washed Sand • Mason/Pool Sand

Stone Dust • Blue Stone Dust • Rip Rap • Special 3” Fill
 Trench Sand • 1” Dense Grade Gravel

FIREWOODFIREWOOD
SEASONED 

HARD WOOD
GREEN 

HARD WOOD
KILN DRIED 

WOOD

Budget-friendly ways to freshen up your home’s exterior
As any homeowner knows, 

renovation projects tend to cost 
a lot of  money. The average cost 
of  a home renovation is difficult 
to gauge, as such endeavors run 
the gamut from complex projects 
like a kitchen overhaul to simpler 
ones like painting a room inside a 
home. Indeed, the National Asso-
ciation of  the Remodeling Indus-
try notes that scope is what drives 
the cost of  a renovation project.

Though there might not be an 
“average cost” of  a renovation 
project, homeowners can expect 
to spend thousands of  dollars on 
projects that are not very small in 
scale. Navigating such an expense 
at a time when inflation remains 
high might be difficult for some 
homeowners looking to maintain 
the appearance of  their home ex-
teriors. However, there are many 
budget-friendly ways homeown-
ers can tend to the exterior of  
their properties.

• Power washing: Power wash-
ing won’t break the bank but it 
can revive the look of  a home. 
Power washing removes dirt 
and grime from the siding of  
a home and a power washing 

can be used to clean porches, 
walkways and patios as well. 
Hardware chains like Home 
Depot and Lowes typically 
rent power washers, but 
homeowners who don’t want 
to do it themselves can hire 
a professional for a few hun-
dred dollars, if  not less. Power 
washing after winter can be 
a good idea, as the elements 
can take a toll on a home’s 
exterior. A good power wash-
ing before spring and summer 
entertaining season can thus 
give a home a fresh, clean look 
without breaking the bank.

• Furnished front porch: A fur-
nished front porch can serve 
as a welcome sign to neigh-
bors and provide a great place 
to relax with a morning cup 
of  coffee and a good book. 
Homeowners with a small 
porch won’t need to bust their 
budgets to upgrade their front 
porch furnishings. Some small 
chairs with bright cushions, a 
small table and a rug under-
foot can revamp an entryway 
at low cost.

• Window box installation: In-
stalling window box plant-
ers is another cost-effective 
way to brighten up a home’s 
exterior. Homeowners can 
hang window boxes outside 
windows on the front of  their 
homes and then fill them with 
brightly colored flowers to 
add an inviting pop of  color 
to their home exteriors. The 
experts at Better Homes & 
Gardens urge homeowners to 
take weight into consideration 
before buying window plant-
ers. Keep in mind that soil and 
developed plants can be heavy, 
so look for a sturdy box as well 
as one that has drainage holes.

• Replace hardware: Another 
simple way to freshen up a 
stale exterior is to replace 
hardware. Door knobs, knock-
ers, house numbers, and even 
the mailbox can appear dated 
after a while. Replacing these 
items is inexpensive and quick 
but can have a profound im-
pact on how the exterior of  a 
home appears to residents and 
visitors.

Exterior renovations need not 
break the bank. Various simple 
and inexpensive tweaks can 

quickly revitalize the exterior of  
a home.  
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A beginner’s guide to fall planting and maintenance
Spring and summer are per-

haps the busiest times of  year for 
gardeners. However, fall also is a 
prime time to tend to gardens.

The tree and bare root retailer 
Bower & Branch advises that soil 
temperatures in many regions of  
the country may still be warm 
enough to encourage root growth 
well into the start of  winter. Fur-
thermore, fall is often the ideal 
time to plant, fertilize and keep 
a garden going or to get a head 
start on next year’s bounty. 

Here are some tips to make 
the most of  the fall gardening 
season.

• Think about fall annuals and 
bulb planting. Near the end 
of  September, start planting 
cool-weather-loving pansies 
and violas for pops of  color 
as summer flowers fade. Also, 
it’s a good idea to stock up on 
bulbs that will bloom in the 
months to come before they 
sell out in stores. Wait until 

the temperatures really cool 
down before planting them 
in desired spots for spring 
sprouts.

• Sow salad seeds. Lettuce, 
spinach, radishes, and arugula 
tolerate cooler temperatures. 
Try new and interesting let-
tuce varieties and enjoy salads 
well into the fall season.

• Take inventory of  the sun. 
Positioning a garden carefully 
means maximizing hours 
of  sunlight, which begin to 
dwindle in the fall. Experts 
say gardens grow best in 
sunny locations that receive 
six hours of  direct sunlight 
each day. This is where con-
tainer gardens can be help-
ful, as they allow gardeners 
to move plants into spots that 
will get ample sunlight.

• Fill in landscaping gaps. 
Some fall plants can add 
color around the landscape 
and brighten up homes to add 
curb appeal. In addition to 
pansies and violas, asters, kale 
and chrysanthemums are fall 
blooms. Keep in mind that 
mums can come back year 
after year. So take them out 
of  those flower pots and get 
them into the ground. They 
can be enjoyed next year as 
well, sprouting in early spring 
and developing leaves and 
buds through late summer.

• Clean up unwanted growth. 
Fall is an ideal time to cut back 
spent vegetable plants and get 
rid of  errant weeds. Rather 
than bagging leaves, mow 
them with a grass catcher and 
then add the mix to a vegeta-
ble garden as an excellent soil 
insulator. The nitrogen and 

carbon will fertilize the soil, 
enhancing growing possibili-
ties and limiting weed growth.

• Propagate plants in the fall. As 
temperatures gradually begin 
to cool, start taking cuttings 
from perennials, gathering 
seed pods from azaleas and 
rhododendrons and dividing 
hardwood cuttings, says the 
resource Gardening Know 
How. Consult with a garden 
center or horticulturist on 

the proper ways to propagate 
stems using rooting hormone 
and other techniques.

• Continue to water plants. 
Water is essential in the fall 
and winter as roots can still 
be growing. Gradually reduce 
watering duration as plants go 
dormant.
Fall planting and maintenance 

can extend gardening season and 
improve the chances of  growing 
a healthy spring garden. 

B.K. TREE SERVICEB.K. TREE SERVICE
Trimming • Lot Clearing • Tree Removal • Firewood

Fully Insured • Emergency Services
We have 6 to 8 ft. Trees

2 to 3 inches in diameter
SCREENED LOAM FOR SALE

Maple • River Birch • Red Maple
Locust • Red Oak • Slender Sill 

KV Plum • White Pine • Oct Glory
Cherokee Princess • Lilac

Service Berry • Arnold • Pin Oaks 
Sweet Gums • Swamp White Oak

7 Wellington Rd., Oxford

508-987-1373

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Less Expensive than bagged and 
   large mixers
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

     Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
Concrete finishing services available

Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners                    Contractors

NEW CABINETS, COUNTERS, NEW CABINETS, COUNTERS, 
CABINET PAINTING, REFACING...CABINET PAINTING, REFACING...

298 Boston Tpke., Suite #5, Shrewsbury
508.842.6677 | nufacekitchens.com
Studio Hours By Appointment Only
Sheila@nufacekitchens.com



Fall 2023	 Fall Home Improvement |  Like us on Facebook	 Page 13

DID YOUR LOCAL OIL COMPANY SELL OUT?DID YOUR LOCAL OIL COMPANY SELL OUT?
DON’T BE LEFT IN THE  cold

OR YOUR FAMILY THIS COMING WINTER
JOIN THE NYDAM OIL FAMILY

LOCAL, FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED BUSINESS

CELEBRATING 7575 YEARS!

FULL HEATING SYSTEM 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION
BUDGET PLANS • HEAT PUMPS
ON & OFF ROAD DIESEL
SR. & MILITARY DISCOUNT
OIL TANK INSTALL & REMOVAL

Tips for budget-friendly home decor
Home interiors can be spruced 

up in a number of  ways. Ideas 
run the gamut from relatively in-
expensive changes in paint color 
to more extensive (and expen-
sive) remodels that may include 
demolition and reconstruction. 
Investing in new home decor is 
another way to breathe new life 
into spaces, and this approach 
that falls somewhere in the mid-
dle in regard to cost.

Material and product costs 
remain high across the board, so 
individuals interested in chang-
ing the furniture and other design 
elements in their homes might 
be seeking ways to do so in the 
most affordable way possible. In 
such instances, homeowners can 
try these budget-friendly ways to 
overhaul their home decor.

• Create the illusion of  more 
space. Light, bright and white 
are key attributes to remem-
ber when selecting design el-
ements for rooms where you 
want to create the illusion of  
more square footage. Painting 
the walls in very light colors, 
increasing natural and arti-
ficial light, including using 

well-placed mirrors to reflect 
light, and decorating with 
light-colored fabrics can help 
a space seem more roomy.

• Replace the accessories. Re-
placing curtains, area rugs, 
throw pillows, and chair 
cushions is an easy way to 
change a room without a big 
investment. Consider updat-
ing some wall art and tying 
color schemes together with 
all of  the newly introduced 
elements.

• Splurge on statement pieces 
that will be used frequently. 
These may include chande-
liers, unique rugs or an eye-
catching piece of  furniture.

• Shop ‘discount’ stores for 
furniture and accents. Tra-
ditional design centers can 
be great places to find plenty 
of  high-quality merchandise. 
However, don’t overlook 
local discount or close-out 
centers that may have items 
at very reasonable costs. 
Stores like Home Goods, 
At Home and Big Lots rou-
tinely get new merchandise 
that changes with the sea-

son, helping homeowners to 
refresh their spaces without 
having to dig deep into their 
pockets. Shop the high-end 
stores for inspiration, then 
try to find “dupes” in the dis-
count stores that will mimic 
the looks for less.

• Cut out the clutter. Modern 
homes are lean and clean. A 
home’s interior instantly looks 
more high-end and appealing 
when the clutter is removed. 
Consider keeping main liv-
ing areas free from too many 
knickknacks and other ac-

cents. If  you want to display 
a special collection, set aside 
a room specifically for such 
items.

There are many budget-
friendly ways to make interior 
spaces more inviting.  
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WANT TO 
GO SOLAR?

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL

978-761-9844
JOSE@AMAZINGEARTHSOLAR.COM

JOHN
3:16

Grand Opening

OF OUR WEBSTER LOCATION 

at 122 Gore Road!!

Also at:Also at:
234 Southwest Cutoff234 Southwest Cutoff

Worcester, MAWorcester, MA
508-922-5037508-922-5037

•Swings •Swings 
•Sheds•Sheds
•Cabins •Cabins 
•Mini Barns•Mini Barns
•Storage Barns •Storage Barns 
•Animal Shelters•Animal Shelters
•Portable Buildings•Portable Buildings
•Shed Dormers•Shed Dormers

•Gable Dormers •Gable Dormers 
•Backyard Playsets •Backyard Playsets 
•And Much More•And Much More

Got a House? 
I WILL BUY IN CASH!

Call us: 774-295-5507

John 3:16

We can also sell your home the traditional way
Se Habla Español 

Email: lorraine@dunamisinvestment.net
dunamisinvestment.net

Small renovations that make a big difference 
Home renovation projects 

were high on homeowners’ pri-
ority lists during the early days 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Throughout much of  2020, peo-
ple across the globe were forced 
to spend much of  their time at 
home as leaders and govern-
ments across the globe sought to 
prevent the spread of  COVID-
19. More time at home com-
pelled millions of  homeowners 
to invest more in their properties, 
thus sparking a renovation boom.

By early 2023, the renova-
tion boom that marked the initial 
days of  the pandemic appeared 
to have burst. In May 2023, the 
popular home improvement re-
tailer Home Depot reported its 
sales had fallen by 4.5 percent 
in the first quarter of  the year 
and that its income had fallen 
by more than 6 percent from the 
same period a year earlier. That 
marked the end of  what Home 
Depot CEO Ted Decker char-
acterized as “a three-year period 

of  unprecedented growth” in the 
home improvement sector. 

Home Depot’s decline in sales 
was attributed to a number of  
factors, including a pivot among 
homeowners from large projects 
to smaller renovations. Inflation 
and the looming threat of  a re-
cession have led many homeown-
ers to emphasize smaller projects. 
With that in mind, the following 
are some small renovations that 
can have a big impact.

• Storage addition: Regardless 
of  where storage is added, be 
it the kitchen or a home of-
fice or a laundry room, extra 
space to keep items out of  
view can dramatically alter 
the look of  a home. Unused 
kitchen walls can be trans-
formed with some inexpen-
sive, easily hanged shelves, 
while some laundry pedestals 
with storage drawers can help 
keep washrooms clear of  clut-
ter.

•Polish floors: Elbow grease 
might be the biggest expendi-
ture when cleaning hardwood 
floors. The wood flooring ex-
perts at Bona® advise home-
owners to polish their floors 
once every two to four months 
depending on how much foot 
traffic the floors get. A fresh 
polishing can make floors 
look brand new and ensures 

dirt and dust are not hanging 
around as uninvited houseg-
uests.

• Paint: Painting is another in-
expensive option for budget-
conscious homeowners who 
want to update their homes. 
There’s no shortage of  places 
in a home, both inside and 
out, where a fresh coat of  
paint can make a statement 
without breaking the bank. 
Fading paint on bedroom 
walls and kitchen cabinets can 
be painted over with a fresh 
coat of  the same color or 
even something more vibrant. 
Outside, apply a fresh coat to 
a wooden deck or paint over 
brick siding to create a whole 
new look.

• Molding: Crown molding 
can add a touch of  elegance 
to any room. Rooms can be 
transformed in a single week-
end with the installation of  
new or replacement crown 
molding. A simple molding 
installation is a task many do-
it-yourselfers can handle on 
their own, while homeowners 
with less DIY experience may 
benefit from hiring a contrac-
tor to create a layered mold-
ing look.
Homeowners are pivoting 

away from costly renovations to 
more budget-conscious projects. 
Various less expensive undertak-
ings can transform spaces at a 
fraction of  the cost of  more ex-
tensive renovations. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork 

Roofing • Insulation • Decking • Rail Systems 
Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • Hardware
Home Goods • Lawn & Garden • Propane

124 Main Street
Millbury, MA

(508) 865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon
cslumberco.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1952

Call Margaret to get your
Free Measurement

Free Design & Quote 
and ask how you can get

 FREE 
GRANITE!*

*Does not include install
833 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA
 (Rte. 122)

508-372-9023

 Exceptional Price & Great Quality at
CABINETDEPOT.COM SHOWROOM OUTLET

Marscott.CabinetDepot@gmail.com

CABINET DEPOT
Quality at Warehouse prices!

KITCHEN A
ND BATH
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Harris Brothers Waste Removal
(774) 446-9975 • Webster, MA

You can schedule dumpster sale right on line 
at www.harrisbrotherswaste.com

Boat and Camper Disposal

Serving Webster and surrounding Worcester County towns

•Dumpster Rentals •Junk Removal
•Cleanouts •Demolition Services

Summer Dumpster Special
10 yard dumpster $300
15 yard dumpster $350
20 yard dumpster $450

Drop off your Drop off your 
old TVs, old TVs, 

Refrigerators Refrigerators 
& ACs for only & ACs for only 
$10.00 each$10.00 each    

~ Open 24/7 ~ 


