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Franklin Celebrates  
Brick School Renovations

By J.D. O’Gara

On Friday, October 13th, 
the Town of  Franklin held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the completion of  
renovations to the red Brick 
School, one of  the oldest con-
tinuously operating one-room 
schoolhouses in the nation. 
Franklin Town Counselor Tom 
Mercer welcomed the group, 
which included teachers and 
students from the school. Mer-
cer pointed out that the site, 
formerly known as the Meet-
inghouse School, was added 
to the National Register of  
Historic Places in 1976. The 
building is currently being 
leased by the 4H ALARM (A 
Lot of  Amazing Robot Mak-
ers) Robotics Club and was 
more recently used as a school 
by the Benjamin Franklin Clas-
sical Charter Public School. 
Mercer introduced one of  the 

TOPSoccer: A Special 
Program for Kids 
with Special Needs
By Grace allen

It’s a typical sight on a Sunday 
morning: a soccer field brimming 
with activity while parents cheer 
from the sidelines. For families 
who have kids with disabilities, 
that experience once might have 
seemed out of  reach. TOPSoccer 
is changing all that. 

The Outreach Program for 
Soccer, or TOPSoccer, was de-
veloped by US Youth Soccer for 
children and youth from ages 4 to 
26 with physical and/or mental 
disabilities. The participants are 
paired with volunteers who teach 
them how to play soccer in a safe 
and fun way.

A local TOPS chapter has been 
operating in Norfolk since 2011, 
with participants from several sur-
rounding communities. Starting in 
the spring, the program will move 
to King Philip High School in 
Wrentham, which is offering the 
field for free so there will be no 
cost for families.

John Rainone, the director of  
the TOPS program, says the move 
to the high school is significant be-
cause the turf  field will make it 

easier for kids with disabilities to 
play, without the worry of  uneven 
terrain. 

TOPSOCCER
continued on page 2 

BRICK
continued on page 2 

The town of Franklin 
celebrated the restoration 

of the red Brick School, 
which was made possible by 

Community Preservation Act 
and state funding.

TOPS Director John Rainone and 
his daughter Kelsie, with TOPS 
athlete Jonathan Love.
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“Our TOPS program has 
some of  the highest numbers in 
the state,” explained Rainone. 
“We have multiple kids in wheel-
chairs, multiple kids on crutches 
and leg braces, and a couple that 
are legally blind. The turf  field 
will make the program even more 
inclusive.”

Rainone has been involved 
with the Norfolk-based TOPS 
chapter since its start, and in 
2020 became its director. He runs 
the program with the help of  his 
daughter, Kelsie, who began vol-
unteering with TOPS when she 
was in 6th grade. 

According to Rainone, the 
primary goal of  TOPS is to pro-
vide a fun, social outlet for special 
needs kids while learning to play 
soccer. But another, equally laud-
able goal, is to provide the parents 
of  these kids with the opportunity 

to just sit and watch while volun-
teers take over.

“Parents can relax, knowing 
their child is safe, having fun, and 
involved in a sport in a way they 
probably didn’t think would ever 
be possible,” said Rainone. 

Mark and Erin Botelho’s son, 
Leo, has multiple disabilities, in-
cluding cerebral palsy, and is le-
gally blind. Leo has participated 
in the TOPS program for twelve 
years, beginning at the age of  3. 
He started out with a walker but 
now uses leg braces and walks in-
dependently. He enjoys playing 
goalie, says his mother.

“The volunteers from King 
Philip are amazing and kind stu-
dents,” said Botelho. “We are 
thankful our son has found a 
place where he is welcome and 
expected only to be himself.”

Another parent, Lauren Love, 
says TOPS has provided her son 
Jonathan with the opportunity to 
practice the fundamentals of  soc-
cer at a level appropriate for him. 

Love says her son has participated 
in TOPS for close to ten years, 
and calls the experience reward-
ing for everyone involved in the 
program: players, parents, and 
volunteers. 

“It’s provided Jonathan with a 
wonderful social experience, and 
has given us a sense of  commu-
nity,” said Love. “It has allowed 
me to meet and share informa-
tion with other parents who ex-
perience both the joys and the 
struggles of  having a child with 
special needs.”

Love says that another son, 
Ryan, plays soccer for King Philip 
High School, and this year is one 
of  the TOPS volunteers who 
works specifically with Jonathan. 

“It’s heartwarming to witness 
how much they are learning from 
each other,” she said.

Kayla Swedits is yet another 
parent who speaks highly of  the 
TOPS program. Her 7-year-old 
daughter Riley has a rare genetic 
disorder and subsequent develop-

mental delays. An attempt to play 
in her town’s recreational soccer 
program was disheartening for 
Riley.

“We tried TOPS and it was 
a completely different feel,” said 
Swedits. “The volunteers meet 
her where she is, skill-wise. Riley 
loves it and I get to sit back and 
watch her play with a big smile on 
her face.”

While anyone can volunteer 
with the program, the biggest 
group of  volunteers are high 
school athletes, primarily from 
King Philip. The boys soccer 
team has been the backbone of  
the program, especially during the 
height of  COVID, but this year all 
the fall sports teams have stepped 
up to help, says Gwen Prater, 
president of  the King Philip Soc-
cer Association (KPSA), which 
offers the local TOPS program. 
She expects all the spring sports 
teams also to volunteer when the 
program moves to the high school 
in 2024.

“The volunteers might even be 
getting more out of  the program 
than the individuals playing in 
TOPS,” says Prater.

Kelsie Rainone, now 24, 
agreed that the volunteers have 
embraced the program, learning 
along the way that the partici-
pants, even the kids with severe 
special needs, are typical kids too, 
with similar likes and dislikes as 
the volunteers.

“When I first started volun-
teering, some of  the TOPS kids 
were my age,” Kelsie said. “And 
they were doing the same things 
I was. I play soccer, they’re play-
ing soccer. Yes, they play a bit dif-
ferently but they’re still doing the 
same things I’m doing.”

Prater says KPSA families 
have made financial donations to 
the TOPS program, which will 
enable the organization to get 
new equipment, including spe-
cialty balls, uniforms, and medals 
for the end of  the season. KPSA 
also funds an ice cream truck for 
the last day of  the session.

TOPS Director Rainone, who 
sits on the board of  the Massa-
chusetts Youth Soccer Associa-
tion and serves as liaison for the 
state’s 27 TOPS programs, hopes 
to grow the program in new di-
rections. He’d like to have enough 
participants so they can hold real 
scrimmages each week. This past 
fall session, he invited the Norfolk, 
Plainville, and Wrentham Police 
resource officers and their com-
munity resource dogs to a TOPS 
session, enriching the experience 
even more for the kids. Rainone 
also envisions having therapists 
in the program, working with 
the volunteers to better serve the 
TOPS athletes, and also engaging 
with the parents on the sidelines.

“John is thinking big,” said 
Prater. “With Kelsie at his side, he 
has successfully run this program 
and KPSA has done everything 
we can to support them. Every 
week I’ve watched them greet 
each TOPS player with a huge 
smile, and I literally find myself  
wiping tears away as I watch the 
kids play. It’s clear they’ve created 
more than a rec program. This is 
a community, and we want this 
resource to continue to grow and 
serve even more special needs 
families in the area.”

Registration has opened for the 
spring session, which will run on 
Sunday mornings from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m., starting on April 21, 
2024 until June 2. There are no 
restrictions regardless of  physical 
or mental disability. Participants 
from area towns are welcome, and 
volunteers are always needed.

Visit https://www.kpsoccer.
org for more information and 
to register for the spring session. 
Email topssoccergold@gmail.
com with any questions.

To help support the TOPS 
program, which will need more 
specialty equipment and nets, do-
nations can be made via Venmo: 
@kp-soccer with TOPS in the 
memo line.

biggest advocates for the school’s 
renovation, Town Counselor 
Deborah Pellegri.

“I think that the townspeople 
should be very happy, whether 
they went to this school or not, 
their money, from the CPA and 
the states helped to do these 

renovations,” said Pellegri, who 
thanked the townspeople, add-
ing a plug for a history of  Frank-
lin book housed at the Franklin 
Historical Museum. Pellegri’s 
own daughter attended Kinder-
garten at the tiny school, and 
Pellegri, speaking on behalf  of  
the town counsel, promised to 
“take care” of  the beloved build-
ing.

Mike D’Angelo, Director of  
Public Facilities, discussed reno-
vations, noting the building was 
“covered in lead paint,” and that 
his team had replaced boards, 
windows, gutters and was fin-
ishing up on roof  venting. He 
thanked Signs by Cam, for do-
nating the new sign, as well as 

recognized Steve Dunbar, who 
heads up the robotics club leas-
ing the building. 

Jamie Hellen, Town Admin-
istrator, reiterated thanks for the 
new sign, also thanking mem-
bers of  the Community Preser-
vation Committee, who “made 
it clear from the start that this 
was project number one, and 
now we move from there to the 
Franklin Historical Museum, 
restoring the cupola on top.” 
Hellen also thanked the Frank-
lin DPW, the Town Counsel, 
Town of  Franklin staff, and the 
Franklin School Committee. He 
lauded the power of  the Com-
munity Preservation Act in mak-
ing projects like this possible.

BRICK
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From left, KPHS soccer players 
Lauren Obara, Natalie Seropian, 
and Halle Leblanc, with TOPS 
athlete Rowan Lee.
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Franklin Schools Take Recycling a Step Further
Partnership Utilizes Food Waste for  
Electricity and Other Uses
By J.D. O’Gara

November is World Recycling 
Month, and Franklin is doing its 
part, starting with its youngest 
residents. Since 2011, Franklin 
Public Schools have been work-
ing with Agri-Cycle, a food waste 
hauler, to recycle even those left-
over lunches. This past year, in 
fact, those efforts, at six schools in 
town, have ramped up.

“We use an anaerobic digester, 
up in Exeter, Maine,” says Gun-
nar Heckler, of  Agri-Cycle, “It 
looks like giant hot tub with a lid. 
Inside that is all the food waste 
brought to our facility. It’s getting 
spun around, with giant fan blades 
in the bottom of  the digester 
whipping food waste around, re-
leasing natural gas like methane. 
We capture all that, and because 
it’s internally sealed in the digest-
ers, that gas isn’t being released. 
We destroy those gases in the pro-
cess of  making electricity.”

Heckler explains that Agri-
Cycle partners with Stonyvale 
Farm, in Maine, supplying its 

energy needs, with leftover liquid 
is used as a crop additive on the 
farm and dried-out pulpy mate-
rial used as bedding for dairy 
cows. The company also sells 
power back to the ISO New 
England electrical grid ( https://
www.iso-ne.com/).

“The process is zero waste,” 
says Heckler. Any packaging is 
separated out in a de-packager 
machine.

“The program was a good col-
laboration between facilities, food 
service and the DPW,” says Colin 
Boisvert, Director of  Food Ser-
vices for Franklin Public Schools, 
who credits Derek Adams, 
Franklin’s Environmental Af-
fairs Coordinator, with initiating 
the program. “It was a very easy 
program to get going, but it’s an 
intimidating one. A lot is based 
on student behavior and student 
sorting and all that, but students 
have been very receptive, and 
administration at each school has 
been supportive as well. It’s mak-
ing a difference; it really is.”

According to Agri-Cycle, 
each 64-gallon tote per school 
yields about 200 pounds, and the 
company has calculated the ton-
nage per school since December 
1, 2022, noting that some of  the 
schools didn’t start participat-
ing until the end of  the school 
year last year. Here’s how much 
food waste has been recycled per 
school since that time:

• Keller: 92 totes, or an esti-
mated 9.2 Tons

• Remington: 153 Totes, or an 
estimated 15.3 tons

• Franklin High School: 81 
totes, or an estimated 8.1 
tons

• Parmenter: 2 totes, or an esti-
mated 400 lbs.

• Horace Mann: 73 totes, or 
an estimated 7.3 tons

• JFK Memorial: 11 Totes, or 
an estimated 2,200 lbs.

Boisvert explains that recy-
cling is a little different at each 
site, but, where trash used to be 
in the cafeteria, “now there’s a 
series of  bins, so students are 
actually sorting their trash when 

they dispose of  it. Some of  them 
do it really well; some don’t. As 
part of  the operational side, we 
thought of  training them. Some 
sites also do a liquid disposal, 
where there’s a bucket.”

Boisvert adds that his depart-
ment also purchases a lot of  
compostable food products and 
packaging. “Not all, but a good 
amount,” he says.

Franklin will continue to keep 
such green initiatives at the fore-
front.

“By end of  decade, we’re 
planning on designing and 
constructing a state-of-the-art 
recycling center for the entire 
community,” says Town Admin-
istrator Jamie Hellen. “We hope 

to have a composting center, and 
we hope to have a variety of  op-
tions for leaves and yard waste. 
We hope to combine, at some 
point the recycling center and 
curbside leaf  pickup, not only to 
protect our drinking water, but 
preserve the Charles River and 
be better stewards of  the earth. 

We’re trying to be progressive 
and use cutting edge ideas.”

Hellen adds that Senator 
Spilka, Rep. Roy, and Sen. 
Rausch worked together a few 
years ago to get a $1 million ap-
propriation in a previous bond 
bill to help with that effort as 
well.
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15 Main St. Franklin

20th Annual Harvest Festival Was a Great Success
After the rain, came a fresh 

new day. And that’s what thou-
sands of  people enjoyed at the 
Harvest Festival. It was a sunny 
and splendid afternoon even 
though the festival had been 
moved from its original date to 
the October 1st rain date the 
next day. 

It was a great day reports 
Scott Martin, Harvest Festi-
val Chair and President of  the 
Franklin Downtown Partnership. 
“We had an excellent turnout. 
People were excited. Businesses 
were ready with lots of  interest-
ing and engaging activities. It was 
a nice way for people to get to 
know business owners, and own-
ers get better acquainted with 
their customers. A win-win!”

People strolled around Main 
Street and the parking lots where 
more than one hundred vendor 
booths showcased their services 
and wares. Many community 
groups and clubs were there as 
well to talk about their activities 
and their organization mission. 
The Franklin Fire Department 
truck was busy with kids sitting 
in the front seat. 

At Escape Into Fiction, a 
steady stream of  visitors came 
through the doors all day. Owner 
April Rock said it was more even 
successful this year from last year. 
“I was keeping track of  the num-
ber of  visitors and lost count of  
people walking in and out, after 
a while!” she said.

Dom DeBaggis played clas-
sic tunes on his guitar near Dean 
Bank, while at the other end of  
Main Street, near Little Shop 

of  Oils, MyFM did their radio 
broadcast and played lots of  fun 
popular songs. A group of  teens 
started dancing in unison on 
Main Street.

The Franklin Downtown Part-
nership extends its gratitude to 
everyone for all their support that 
made this year’s event a success. 
The partnership sends a final big 
thank you to all the sponsors of  
the Harvest Festival to fund and 
support it.

A special thank you to vendor 
coordinators Roberta Trahan 
and Pandora Carlucci who did 
a great job keeping the vendors 
informed about the weather 
change and throughout the plan-
ning process.

Another special thank you 
to Dean Bank. All the proceeds 
from their sold-out cider and 
donut sales went to the Down-
town Partnership to help fund 
the festival.

Finally, thank you to all the 
student and adult volunteers 
who helped make the day run 
smoothly. They were a terrific 
group of  high school and college 
students who were friendly and 
helpful and stepped right in to 
make it a successful event.

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership is a non-profit 
501©3 organization made up of  
more than 350 business owners, 
residents, and community leaders 
working to revitalize downtown 
Franklin. Residents can join the 
Downtown Partnership for only 
$25. The Partnership manages 
events like the Strawberry Stroll 
and the Harvest Festival, and 

initiatives such as beautification, 
streetscape design, greenspace, 
alley murals, and sculpture proj-
ects. For more information go to 
www.franklindowntownpartner-
ship.org.

Many hands make light work as Harvest Festival volunteers worked 
with Lisa Piana, of the Franklin Downtown Partnership (shown center) 
to pull off a great event. Photo used courtesy of Franklin Downtown 
Partnership.

Franklin’s Harvest Festival 
offered fun for all ages. 

Haasini Sabbella, of Franklin 
High School’s Robotics team, 
demonstrates robot 2079A for 
the crowd.

Sandy Tracy and Ann Parker pair 
up to teach neighbors about 
Franklin Newcomers.

Dom Debaggis entertained the crowd outside Dean Bank.

Children enjoyed exploring 
Franklin Fire engines.

Tri-County representatives spoke 
to attendees about the upcoming 
vote to fund a new vocational 
school. An override question 
will be on the November 7th 
ballot. Information at www.tri-
countybuilding.com.

These Franklin residents say 
they want increased funding for 
Franklin Public Schools. For more 
information, find One Franklin on 
Facebook.
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48th Annual Franklin Newcomers Craft Fair is Nov. 18th
By JuDith DOratO O’Gara

The Annual Franklin New-
comers & Friends Craft Fair is 
back to its original location at 
Tri-County Regional Vocational 
Technical High School, 147 
Pond St., Franklin, on November 
18, 2023, from 9 am to 3 pm. 
The event, the group’s largest 
fundraiser, will be the organiza-
tion’s 48th.

“We’re excited to be back in 
our original space and to have 
a great event,” says Franklin 
Newcomers Craft Fair chair 
Terri Attinello. “Everything 
is hand-made, and we require 
crafters to show photographs of  
them making things as well as 

the person making them to be 
there. So, people can talk to the 
person who’s making (the item). 
It’s more personal.”

The unique gifts items in-
clude jewelry, home and holi-
day décor, hand-knit, sewn, and 
embroidered items, soaps, and 
food, and they’re just in time 
for the holidays. Admission is 
$3 for anyone 12 and older, and 
the group will also be accepting 
donations of  nonperishable food 
items for Franklin Food Pantry.

For updated details on the 
Newcomers’ Craft Fair, visit the 
craft fair’s dedicated Facebook 
page @FranklinNewcomers-
CraftFair. 

Franklin Newcomers & 
Friends began in 1971 by Fran 
Kober. She moved to Franklin 
from New Jersey and was very 
disappointed to learn there was 
no Newcomers Club in town, so 
she placed an ad in the paper to 
meet other new residents to the 
town. She received five replies, 
and the next ad she placed en-
couraged new people to come 
meet and socialize. Twenty peo-
ple responded, and the Franklin 
Newcomers & Friends group was 
born.

“Members organize a variety 
of  things,” says Attinello. “We’ve 
met for coffee and muffins, have 
gone to plays. They’re events 
anyone can come to.”

Community service is also 
an integral aspect of  the club. 
Proceeds from the Newcomers’ 
Craft Fair funds donations to 
local Franklin organizations as 
well as club events and outings.

“We have a bake table and 
raffle table supporting the club,” 
says Attinello. “Admission plus 
other profit goes toward our 
charitable donations, voted on 
by membership.” This past 
year, she says, members directed 
those funds toward the Random 
Smile Project, Franklin Food 
Pantry, the 4th of  July Coalition, 
The Santa Foundation, Fish of  
Franklin, and the SAFE Coali-
tion, among others.

Membership is open to Frank-
lin residents as well as those liv-
ing in adjacent towns that don’t 
have a similar club. Meetings 
are held the second Wednesday 
of  the month, from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at Escape Into Fiction, at 
12 Main Street in downtown 
Franklin. Light refreshments are 
served. Although meetings will 
now be held bi-monthly, activi-
ties are still scheduled throughout 
its membership year October to 
April.  Members can check out 
the group’s private Meetup page 
(Franklin Newcomers & Friends 
(Franklin, MA) | Meetup) or 
public Facebook page (Franklin 
Newcomers & Friends Club ) for 
up-to-date meeting details.

Franklin Veterans’ Services November Happenings
(508) 613-1315

November 1 – Monthly Cof-
fee Social – 10 a.m. New Eng-
land Center and Home for 
Veterans will make a presenta-
tion about their new program, 
“MA Veteran Connect,” which 
offers housing, health naviga-
tion, case management, food 
and transportation assistance and 
outreach services for Massachu-
setts Veterans.

November 10 – Marine 
Corps 248th Birthday

November 10 - Veterans’ Day 
Luncheon – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 
the Elks Lodge #2136 at 1077 
Pond Street. Franklin Resident 

and U.S. Marine Corps Major 
(ret.) Travis Bowser, Senior Ma-
rine Instructor, JROTC, Assabet 
Valley Regional Technical School 
will be the featured speaker. The 
event will be videotaped and 
shown on Franklin TV. Check 
their program guide for dates 
and times. THANK YOU to the 
Elks for sponsoring the annual 
luncheon. THANK YOU to all 
who have served in the U.S. Mili-
tary! We are the Land of  the Free 
because of  the Brave!

November 11 – Veterans’ Day 
- Is the anniversary of  the sign-
ing of  the armistice treaty which 
ended WWI and the day to thank 
military Veterans for their service 
and sacrifices. 

November 16 - Veterans’ Coun-
cil Meeting – 7 p.m. at the Se-
nior Center. All members of  the 
Franklin community interested in 
Veterans’ activities are welcome 
to join us!

The next brick installation on 
the Veterans Memorial Walk-

way is scheduled to coincide with 
Veterans’ Day. Brick orders are 
now being accepted for the Me-
morial Day 2024 installation.

The Tune It Out guitar lessons 
program for Veterans meets on 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Se-
nior Center. Call the Veterans’ 

Services office for details.
Holiday cards for Veterans 

who are deployed are available to 
sign in the Senior Center lobby.

Please visit our webpage at: 
https://www.franklinma.gov/
veterans-services

Santa Foundation Calendar 
Raffle Now Underway

You can help support needy neighbors in Franklin and surround-
ing towns by donating to The Santa Foundation. The organization 
has just embarked on its annual fundraising calendar raffle. To par-
ticipate, visit https://www.sfjoy.org/calendar-raffle .

Fall Health Fair 
November 8th

The Franklin Health Depart-
ment will sponsor a Fall Health 
Fair on Wednesday, November 
8th, from 3-6 p.m., at Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin. The event will include 

local vendors, health services, 
refreshments, free health screen-
ings, face painting, activities, 
raffles and giveaways, a kids’ 
zone and more. Bring the whole 
family!
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Community Ties and a Commitment to Customer Service: 
Affordable Junk Removal

There are plenty of  reasons 
to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe you’re planning to move 
and need to clear out the base-
ment and attic before your open 
house. Maybe you’ve spent way 
too much time at home lately and 
are feeling the need to declutter.

But figuring out who to call 
can be a pain. If  you contact one 
of  the big haulers, they route you 
to a phone center where they’ve 
never even heard of  your town, 
plus their pricing seems vague 
and full of  extra fees. No wonder 
you’ve let the stuff pile up—it’s 
too much of  a hassle to get rid 
of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep commu-
nity roots take care of  everything.

Jay Schadler started his busi-

ness in 2003. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and work-
ing nights and weekends when he 
could. As the years rolled on, his 
business grew, but his commit-
ment to customer service never 
wavered. Now he’s got a staff of  
ten, along with ten trucks, ser-
vicing eastern and central Mas-
sachusetts and northern Rhode 
Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 
or office is overflowing with stuff, 
take back your space and let the 

pros do the heavy lifting.
Jay and his team have handled 

it all. They’ve dismantled above-
ground pools, hauled away an-
cient hot tubs, taken down old 
fencing, and stripped away worn 
carpeting. They’ll come for a sin-
gle item, or they’ll clean out an 
entire house. And they can take 
almost anything. They can’t ac-
cept hazardous materials, brush, 
dirt, or concrete, but everything 
else is fair game for them to take 
away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable Junk 
Removal is simple. First, you can 
load stuff yourself  if  you want by 
renting a 15-cubic-yard dump-
ster for a week and chucking 
up to a ton of  your unwanted 
stuff. If  you need to get rid of  
more weight, then Jay prorates 
that tonnage—you never pay for 

what you don’t use.
If  you don’t want to be both-

ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at the 
items, and the team will fill up 
their truck and haul away your 
unwanted things. However you 
do it, you’re left with more space 
and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 
waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone call 
goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for an 
appointment. There aren’t any 
hidden costs or surprise fees with 
Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 

fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 
service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 
Holliston as well as Resellables, 
a thrift store in Bellingham. It’s 
not uncommon for someone to 
reach Jay at the restaurant, order 
a sandwich, and then schedule a 
junk removal appointment. Yes, 
the local small business really can 
handle everything!

For more information, contact 
Jay Schadler at (774) 287-1133 
or visit Affordable Junk Removal 
online at www.takeawayjunk.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
n	 WHY YOU NEED A WILL 

Wills can name an executor, distribute your property, 
name child guardians, forgive debts and more. And 
having a will means that you—rather than state laws—
decide who gets your property when you die.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY 
A health care proxy names someone you trust as your 
agent to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you, if you are unable.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  
A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
are incapacitated. Without it, a family member or loved 
one  would have to petition the court for that right.

508.541.3000  |  ANA@ddcrwlaw.com 
124 Grove St., Franklin, MA 02038  |  www.ddcrwlaw.com

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Attorney Amy N. Azza
Over two decades of  
estate planning experience

Now accepting new clients for wills, trusts,  
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

 S

D Rossi Snow Removal Services   D Rossi Snow Removal Services   
Residential /Commercial Snow & Ice Control Residential /Commercial Snow & Ice Control 

We service the Greater 
Norfolk Wrentham & Franklin areas. 
We do not service condos or rental 

properties home owners only shoveling  
and sidewalk ice control available 

24 HR SERVICE
We are now accepting new clients so feel 
free to call to have us give a free estimate 

- our route list will fill up quickly -

Call: 617-633-1540  •  Call: 617-633-1540  •  Dan Rossi @ D Rossi Hvy Equip & Truck RprDan Rossi @ D Rossi Hvy Equip & Truck Rpr

Encore Students to Receive Regional 
Gold Medals in New York City

Encore Music Academy and 
Recording Studios, located in 
Franklin, MA, is proud to an-
nounce that two students have 
been awarded Regional Gold 
Medals of  Excellence for aca-
demic year 20022-2023 from the 
Royal Conservatory of  Music 
Certificate Program. To achieve 
this award, students must have 
attained the single highest score 
for their level on their instrument 
in the region which includes the 

following states: MA, RI, CT, 
ME, VT, NH, NY, NJ, PA, DE, 
MD, and WV. 

Congratulations to the follow-
ing students and their instructors 
for the talent, hard work, dedica-
tion, and perseverance it takes 
to achieve such a tremendous 
honor: 

Amelia Piercy, 16, Franklin, 
student of  Carl Scheinman, 
Level 4 saxophone

Sunehri Verma, 15, Franklin, 
student of  Lisa Ostrow, Level 6 
voice

As a result of  their tremen-
dous achievement, these students 
have been invited to perform at 
the annual Celebration of  Excel-
lence in New York City on Janu-
ary, 28, 2024!

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.
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Feeling like you 
paid too much in 
taxes this year?
Contact your financial advisor 
today to learn about investing 
strategies that could benefit you.

FAP-1942N-A-AD 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Kevin L Johnson 
Financial Advisor

205 E Central St Suite 10 
Franklin, MA 02038-1364 
508-346-3750

Franklin History Uncovered
A Misfortune Reveals Treasure for One 
Franklin Resident

By lyn Maclean

Serendipity?
A wave of  serendipity falls 

upon us in the most unexpected 
of  ways. February 3, 2023, 
weather was forecast for unprec-
edented freezing temperatures. 
I prepared by opening the sink 
cabinets and kept the faucets 
running with a slight drip.  

The next morning, I came 
downstairs to see my Golden’s 
wet paw prints shining in a 
straight line beckoning me to fol-
low them to the kitchen. Then, 
I saw it, water everywhere! Our 
50+-year-old home caught up 
with us. The pipes had burst. I 
proceeded to the basement to 
find water everywhere, includ-
ing boxed mementos from my 
deceased parent’s home that I 
thought were placed in a “water-
safe-space.”

The Find
For 13 days I worked to dis-

card damaged items. This pro-
cess began an emotional journey 
for which I was not prepared. 
Keeping their boxes seemed to 
be the only way I could really 
honor my mother, or at least 
respect what was important to 
her. Unpacking the last boxes, I 
discovered a plastic bag that un-
covered a memory I had tucked 
away in my ten-year-old mind.   

The contents included chintz 
fabric and a hand sketch that I 
witnessed my mother drawing, 
erasing, and perfecting – sewing 
materials for a quilt square that 
my mother had volunteered to 
make for Franklin’s bi-centennial 
celebration 45 years ago in 1978. 
I could not believe that it was dry, 
almost like she gave me this gift. 
I conducted research about this 
quilt to satisfy my own curiosities 
and now share with you. 

Quilt: Woven Legacy 
The Franklin bi-centennial 

celebration was a grassroots 
effort by local residents to cel-
ebrate the 200th year from 
when Franklin was incorporated 
on March 2, 1778. This was a 
chance to remind town resi-
dents of  Franklin’s deep-rooted 
history.  The celebration that 
year included a Bi-Centennial 
parade. In addition, a com-

memoration coin was created 
to highlight the origins of  the 
town name and displayed the 
Little Red Brick Schoolhouse 
honoring this as the hometown 
of  the American education re-
former Horace Mann. Another 
legacy project for this event was 
the creation of  a bicentennial 
quilt. This project was directed 
by Mrs. Loretta DeBaggis, the 
Franklin Youth Services Bicen-
tennial Quilt Committee chair. 
Thirty-three volunteers asked to 
sew two replica applique squares 
to incorporate into two 116” x 
72” quilts representing 40 his-
toric and landmark locations 
within the town. Example sites 
included were the Ray Memo-
rial Library, Little Brick School, 
and others, like my mother’s as-
signment, the Wittrup House. 
One quilt was to be auctioned 
off to raise funds for the Frank-
lin Youth Services group. The 
second was to be on display for 
the town to commemorate the 
event. 

I was fortunate to interview 
Mrs. Loretta DeBaggis, who now 
resides in Florida. Her heart-
warming love for the project 
shined through with comments 
such as “We had a great time, 
we laughed and had so much fun 
doing it.” She made clear that 
the vast scale of  this undertaking 
was time she happily served. Mrs. 
DeBaggis donated the fabric and 
notions for the quilt from her 
decorator shop above the Mill 
Store, where she sewed drapery, 
costumes, and tablecloths. Upon 
reflection, this quilt is a swatch 
kaleidoscope representing many 
Franklin families far beyond the 
actual sewers.  

Mrs. DeBaggis selected the 
various historic sites she wanted 
to be represented in the quilt. 
She drew many of  the patterns 
for sewers who were not comfort-
able with the sketch component 
of  the process, and her mother 
spent countless hours hand-quilt-
ing each square into the entire 
quilt. When I asked Mrs. DeBag-
gis which was her favorite square 
she replied “The town dump!”  
She shared that her husband had 
built the quilt frame and also a 
sewer, he asked if  he could make 
a square. She suggested he rep-
resent the Town dump, since he 

enjoyed scavenging the dump 
weekly for treasures. Since “Ses-
ame Street” was quite popular at 
that time, he chose to have Oscar 
the Grouch emerging from a 
trash can, providing a touch of  
whimsy to an intentionally primi-
tive style quilt. Oscar provided a 
nod to our youth, helping them 
connect to this project.  

What’s Next? 
We have five years before we 

reach Franklin’s 250th anniver-
sary, a remarkable milestone. 
If  our town wishes to highlight 
its amazing history once again, 
then it will be individuals step-
ping up to volunteer, initiate 
ideas, and implement action to 
keep the heart of  Franklin’s her-
itage beating. Will you be one 
of  those trailblazers? Time will 
only tell how many individuals 

have the time to help decide 
how to best embrace the 250-
year mark. As much my pipes 
bursting was a hardship to my 
family, deep down I like to think 
that my mother led me to find 
her hidden treasure. I am hon-
ored that her effort and stitched 
signature are on display for her 
grandchildren to view in that 
very notable quilt. 

Thank you to the volunteer 
sewers for sharing their skills 
with our town. Many have since 
passed away. However, their ex-
tended families can view their 
artistic work on continuous 
display in the Franklin Histori-
cal Museum located at 80 West 
Central Street, Franklin.

The discovery of these materials 
led the author to research more 
about Franklin’s bicentennial 
quilt. How will Franklin’s 250th 
birthday be commemorated? This quilt square depicting The 

Wittrup House was made by the 
author’s mother.

Bicentennial Quilt on display at 
the Franklin Historical Museum:

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service
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RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Celebrate the Holidays with 
FPAC Holiday Productions

FPAC Holiday Productions 
will present two shows as part of  
its annual holiday season. De-
cember kicks off with the holiday 
classic: The Nutcracker, presented 
December 2 and 3 at the Frank-
lin High School Auditorium. 
Experience all the festive magic 
and colorful splendor of  The Nut-
cracker as FPAC stages its cher-
ished annual production of  the 
holiday classic with live orchestra 
conducted by Austin Davy, spe-
cial guest artists and more than 
100 area dancers. The Nutcracker 
remains a highly anticipated 
and treasured part of  the FPAC 
season - a popular holiday tradi-
tion for more than 20 years. The 
world-famous ballet, set to Tchai-
kovsky’s beloved score, delights 
the imaginations of  audiences 
young and old with a profes-
sional production at a reasonable 
price. The production is staged 
by Cheryl Madeux of  American 
Ballet Theatre, Hartford Ballet, 
and Joffrey Ballet. Madeux is 
currently director of  BalletFrank-
lin- the ballet conservatory at the 
Franklin School for the Perform-
ing Arts. 

Lucy Stewart of  Complex-
ions Contemporary Ballet will 
appear as The Sugar Plum Fairy. 
Stewart grew up in a suburb of  
Denver, Colorado, where she 
spent her early years dancing at 
a small studio in the mountains 
and then at Colorado Ballet. 
Originally training in all forms 
of  dance, her primary areas of  
study included ballet, contem-
porary and jazz. She spent her 
summers training with Ameri-
can Ballet Theatre, The Joffrey 
Ballet, COMPLEXIONS, and 
Colorado Ballet. Lucy has stud-
ied the last two years at The Juil-
liard School in the dance division 
where she had the opportunity to 
study with various leading artists 
in the dance world, including 
Ohad Naharin, Tiler Peck, Rena 
Butler, and James Whiteside, as 
well as the opportunity to per-
form Set and Reset by Trisha 
Brown. For the last several years, 
Lucy studied regularly with John 
Gardner and Amanda McKer-
row from ABT. 

Jacopo Calvo, also of  Com-
plexions Contemporary Ballet, 
will join Stewart as her Cavalier. 
Calvo was born in Asti, Italy. He 
began his dance training at the 
age of  11 at his hometown school, 

Ritmo Danza. At 18, he moved 
to NYC where he attended The 
Ailey School on scholarship. He 
has worked with choreographers 
such as Marcus Jarrell Willis, 

Brice Mousset, Ray Mercer, Earl 
Mosley, Francesca Harper, and 
artist Nick Cave in The Let Go 
at the Park Avenue Armory. He 
has attended summer intensives 
with American Ballet Theater 
and Complexions Contemporary 
Ballet, and RESET 2021 with 
Studio Wayne McGregor. Jacopo 
has performed with Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater for 
their 60th Anniversary Season 

in Memoria at New York City 
Center and for the Ailey Spirit 
Gala. This is his 2nd season with 
Complexions.

FPAC Holiday Productions are 
presented at the Franklin High 
School Auditorium. For tickets 
and more information, visit www.
FPAConline.com or call the box 
office at (508) 528-3370. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

~Over 36 Years Experience~
Residential & Commercial

From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoofing.com
UXBRIDGE, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907    HIC#160483

Our Roofs will weather the storm!

ROOFING • VINYL SIDING • WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.
Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille. No outside salesman!

Are you looking for a job with school hours 
and the school schedule?  
We have the job for you! 

The Medfield Foodservice Department is 
now hiring! Substitute worker positions 
available with flexible hours, as well as 

full time, benefited positions. 

For more information please contact:
Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net 

or 508-242-8897
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Franklin Town 
News 

now has its own 
Facebook page!

Franklin Town News  
on Facebook  

to keep up-to-date with  
articles, events, giveaways 

and contest announcements  
for Franklin!

Your Money, Your Independence 

Stop Making Sense: Massachusetts Updates Estate Tax Laws  

It’s taken 2 years, but Massa-
chusetts lawmakers finally pro-
vided legislation for Governor 
Healey to sign on October 4th 
impacting the lowest (worst) U.S. 
estate tax threshold as part of  a 
“$1 billion tax relief  package.”

There are several positives 
in this package. Benefits for ex-
panded childcare credit (over 
30% of  package), seniors, rent-
ers, septic systems, low-income 
housing, commuters, and short-
term capital gains reduced from 
12% to 8.5%. 

Recall an estate tax may be 
owed based on net value of  the 
estate of  a deceased person be-
fore distribution to non-spousal 
heirs. To calculate net value, add 

all assets (real estate, investments, 
IRAs, small business, life insur-
ance proceeds, personal property 
etc.) minus liabilities. 

Key facts on MA update: 
• Estate tax exemption rises to 

$2 million from $1 million, 
first increase since 2006.

• Provides a uniform credit of  
$99,600.

• Eliminates “the cliff effect” 
when all assets were taxed if  
over threshold.  

• Retroactive for estates of  
decedent’s death on or after 
January 1, 2023.

• Filed 2023 estate tax returns 
or estimates paid are entitled 
to a refund. 

This Must Be The Place 
(Naive Melody).

Before celebrating a victory 
for the Commonwealth by echo-
ing legislators that this “doubles 
the previous threshold,” under-
stand there are only 12 states in 
the U.S. that still tax estates. 

Yes, you can live in 38 other 
states and pay $0 state estate tax 
regardless of  your wealth.

Furthermore, the federal es-
tate tax exemption is now $12.92 

million, over 6X greater than 
MA. For most, there’s little con-
cern of  having a life’s work of  
earning, planning and saving 
being taxed upon death by the 
federal goverment. 

Same As It Ever Was, 
Same As It Ever Was…

The new $2M threshold 
moves MA from tied for 49th 
worst to 48th of  U.S. states. 

Consider actions of  other 
states since 2018 per taxfounda-
tion.org. 

New Jersey and Delaware 
eliminated their estate tax. 

Vermont raised to $5M, 
Maine $6.4M, New York $6.58M 
and Connecticut now aligns to 
federal government’s $12.92M.  

Additionally, Illinois ($4M) 
and Oregon ($1M) legislators 
have proposals to increase to the 
federal government’s $12.92M 
or higher. 

Take Me To The River (or 
another state)?

How quickly can one’s estate 
exceed $2 million in MA? 

Consider the median sin-
gle-family home sale price in 
Middlesex County is $845,000. 
Add savings, 401(k), 403(b), any 

insurance proceeds, value of  a 
small business, maybe a genera-
tions Maine lake house… it can 
add up.

Connect with an estate plan-
ning attorney. New laws and 
life events are opportune times 
to connect as well as provide an 
updated net worth and review 
your process. Remember, revo-
cable living trusts bypass pro-
bate, not estate tax laws. 

Know your net worth. Run 
updated estate tax estimates 
after $99,600 credit applied. 
MA is still a graduated tax rate 
starting 0.8% up to 16%. For 
example, $3M is now ~$82,400 
in MA estate taxes, $5M is 
~$292,000 taxes, and $10M is 
~$968,000 taxes.  

Plan to be agile in retirement. 
Connection to seasons, family 
and friends can be strong. How-
ever, proper planning can create 
alternatives for residency in 38 
states to no longer deal with state 
estate tax or 5% MA state in-
come tax (make that 9% if  earn-
ing over $1M).

At $10M net value, does one 

put $1M towards a new or 2nd 
home in another state, declare 
residency so heirs receive this 
value? Or stay in Massachusetts 
to pay ~$1M in estate tax? 

As a fiduciary, it’s a responsi-
bility to educate on the possibili-
ties for those interested. 

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general informa-
tion only and are not intended to 
provide specific advice or recom-
mendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

1069 East Street, Dedham 
brownbrosroofing.net 

info@brownbrosroofing.net 
CSSL# 105934 
HIC# 172337 

(781) 329-2895 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 

•  ROOFING  
•  SIDING  
•  SKYLIGHTS 
•  MASONRY 

 
•  WINDOWS 
•  DECKS 
•  GUTTERS 
•  GUTTER GUARDS  

TThhee  lleeaavveess  wwiillll  bbee  ffaalllliinngg  ooffff  
tthhee  ttrreeeess  ssoooonn,,  iiss  yyoouurr  hhoommee  

rreeaaddyy??    GGiivvee  BBrroowwnn  BBrrooss  aa  ccaallll  
ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  uuppccoommiinngg  eexxtteerriioorr  

hhoommee  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt  nneeeeddss  aanndd  
iitt  wwiillll  bbee..  

 

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding

CharronTreeService.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

New England Steak & Seafood Restaurant

Route 16, MendonRoute 16, Mendon
nesteakandseafood.comnesteakandseafood.com

Please Order Early! Call 508-478-0871
ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY NOV. 20th & PICKED UP ON NOV. 23rd BETWEEN 11AM & 2PM

EXTRAS: Cinnamon Rolls, Onion Rolls & Pumpkin Bread: $16.99/doz.
                    Apple Pie & Pumpkin Pie: $19.99 each

Please look for our
Christmas Dinner To-Go Special

THANKSGIVING DINNER
with all the Fixins’ To-go at your House!

Approximately 20 lb. TURKEY DINNER (fresh birds, never frozen) 
Feeds approximately 12 people, includes:

Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Peas & Pearl Onions, Cranberry Sauce
& 2 Pies cooked with reheating instructions ... $335.00

Note: All birds are cooked fresh Thanksgiving Day
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EXPLORE
DESIGN & STYLE

At Floor & Decor you’ll find the 
latest trends at everyday low 
prices. We have thousands of 
styles for any budget. We even 
offer free Design Services to help 
get you started. Stop by today!

BELLINGHAM
 217 Hartford Ave

774-295-2059

VISIT ONE OF OUR 4 
OTHER BOSTON STORES

flooranddecor.com
Shrewsbury - Coming Soon!

Franklin Senior Expo Well Attended
On Friday, October 6th, the Franklin Senior Center held a Frank-

lin Senior Expo, designed at connecting Franklin seniors with services 
and vendors useful to them. The event featured flu shots, hearing 
tests, vendors, and a special award ceremony.

Paula Lombardi, left, was honored with this year’s Stella Jeon Silver 
Spirit Award for her volunteer efforts. She is shown here with Danielle 
Hopkins, director of the Franklin Senior Center.

The first 200 seniors attending the expo got free lunch! 
Franklin Police and Fire were onhand to talk with 
seniors at the expo.
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ORDER PIEZONI’SORDER PIEZONI’S
& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS

FRANKLIN
150 Emmons Street

(508) 528-0050

ORDER ONLINE AT PIEZONIS.COM

20% OFF YOUR
ORDER!

PIZZA | CALZONES | SUBS | WRAPS | SALADS | RICE BOWLS | BURGERS | PASTA & MORE!

All participating locations only.  
With this coupon.  

Must mention when ordering.  
Not to be combine with other offers. 

Expires 11/30/23

Dean College Football to Join MASCAC in 2025
The Massachusetts State 

Collegiate Athletic Conference 
(MASCAC) Council of  Presi-
dents and Commissioner An-
gela Baumann are excited to 
announce the addition of  Dean 
College as a football affiliate be-
ginning during the 2025 season. 

Dean will join Anna Maria 
College, Bridgewater State 
University, Fitchburg State 
University, Framingham State 
University, Massachusetts Mari-
time Academy, Plymouth State 
University, UMass Dartmouth, 
Vermont State University-Cas-
tleton, Western Connecticut, 
Westfield State University and 
Worcester State University as 
football programs in the MAS-
CAC. 

“The MASCAC and the 
Council of  Presidents are de-
lighted to welcome Dean 
College to the conference in 
football,” MASCAC Council 
of  Presidents Chair and Salem 

State University President John 
Keenan said. “It strengthens 
our conference footprint and 
the conference brand. We look 
forward to enhancing student-
athlete opportunities.”

“This is a momentous time 
for the MASCAC as we further 
solidify our competing teams 
in the sport of  football,” Com-
missioner Baumann said. “We 
are excited to welcome a Mas-
sachusetts team like Dean to the 
MASCAC and look forward to 
the kickoff of  a long-term foot-
ball partnership with us begin-
ning in 2025.”

The Dean College football 
program is led by 2007 alum-
nus Andrae Murphy who is in 
his second year at the helm. 
The team last won a confer-
ence championship in 2019 
and played in the New England 
Bowl. The program, along with 
the rest of  Dean’s athletic teams, 
officially joined the NCAA in 

the fall of  2020 as a full member.
“While we have cherished 

our time in the ECFC, join-
ing the MASCAC represents a 
great opportunity for the next 
phase of  our football program,” 
said Dean College President 
Kenneth Elmore, J.D. “With its 
deep-rooted traditions, storied 
history, and competitive land-
scape, this is an ideal union for 
our student-athletes.”

“Dean College is thrilled to 
become an affiliate member in 
the MASCAC for the sport of  
Football,” said Dean College Di-
rector of  Athletics George Mar-
tin. “We would like to thank the 
MASCAC President’s Council 
and Commissioner Baumann 
for the invitation to join this 
group of  outstanding institu-
tions, and we are honored to 
accept. Beginning in the fall of  
2025, our student-athletes will 
benefit from this new partner-
ship, and we will look forward to 

joining in the spirited competi-
tion this conference has exhib-
ited for many years.”

Dean College is a private, 
residential New England college 
grounded in a culture and tradi-
tion that all students deserve the 
opportunity for academic and 
personal success. A uniquely 
supportive community for more 
than 150 years, Dean has woven 
together extensive student sup-
port and engagement with 
exceptional teaching and in-
novative campus activities. Our 
graduates are lifetime learners 
who thrive in their careers, em-
brace social responsibility and 
demonstrate leadership. This is 
The Dean Difference.

The Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference, the 
nation’s oldest Division III men’s 
and women’s playing confer-
ence, has a rich and storied 
tradition of  competitive success 
while celebrating excellence in 

the classroom. MASCAC mem-
ber schools include Bridgewater 
State University, Fitchburg State 
University, Framingham State 
University, MCLA, Massachu-
setts Maritime Academy, Salem 
State University, Westfield State 
University and Worcester State 
University. Two other institu-
tions, the University of  Mas-
sachusetts Dartmouth and 
Plymouth State University, are 
affiliate members of  the confer-
ence in the sports of  football and 
men’s ice hockey, while Western 
Connecticut State University 
joined the conference as a foot-
ball affiliate member in 2013 
and Vermont State University-
Castleton in 2024. Springfield 
College joined as a men’s golf  
affiliate in 2019. Anna Maria 
College will join the conference 
as the ninth core member in 
2025.

6th Annual Thanksgiving Day Pie Sale 
– Knights of Columbus, Franklin 
Why Bake When the Knights Can Do It for You?

The Knights of  Columbus, 
Sacred Heart Council 1847 St. 
Mary Parish Franklin MA is run-
ning their 6th Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Pie Sale. 

We have a new bakery this 
year, we are proud to announce 
we are working with LYMAN 
ORCHARDS. Lyman Orchards 
is a quality orchard that produces 
an EPIC Pie. The flavors we will 
be offering this year are - Apple, 
Pecan, Pumpkin and Blueberry. 
These Pies are fantastic outstand-
ing flavor, aroma, and taste. 

It is no secret prices have 
increased everywhere and we 
worked hard to find a Quality 
product at a reasonable price. We 
have done our BEST to bring you 
a great product at the best pos-
sible price. As was last year you 
will be able to DONATE a pie. 
All donations will be donated to 
the Franklin Senior Center and 
Franklin Food Pantry for distribu-
tion at Thanksgiving time.

This year there will be two 
means by which you may pur-
chase your Thanksgiving Day 
pies. Please visit our website 
www.kofc1847.org or on Face-
book…… Knights ofColum-

busCouncil1847. You will find a 
link to purchase and pay for your 
order. The site is open now till 
November 5th. 

We will also be taking Pie or-
ders in the back of  church the 
weekend of  November 4th and 
5th, after all the Masses at St. 
Mary. Cash, Check or Credit 
Card will be accepted. ALL on-
line orders will accept Credit 
Card only.

You will be able to Pick Up 
your order of  Thanksgiving Pies 
on Tuesday, November 21st from 
3-6 p.m. at the CCD Offices at 
the old St. Mary’s School on the 
1st floor. You will see our signs.

We are excited again this year 
to bring this quality product to 
St. Mary Parish community and 
all our Franklin neighbors. Please 
support this most worthy cause, 
help a senior and make your 
Thanksgiving Day special with a 
Pie (or 2) from Lyman Orchards 
on your dinner table this year.

Any questions, please call Jim 
Campbell at (508) 848-8681, Jim 
Lane at (774) 571-9804, or Mike 
Swan (508) 404-4792.

Thank You for your generosity 
and “giving back” ...

Knights of  Columbus, Sacred 
Heart Council 1847 Franklin, 
MA 02038
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College-Prep: To-Do List for High School Juniors 
Junior year in high school 

sneaks up on families quickly.  
Students are now at the halfway 
point and in less than 2 years, 
many students will be heading 
off on a new adventure - college!  
Junior year is a critical time to 
put a college prep plan in place. 
Creating a timeline now, versus 
waiting until senior year, will 
definitely alleviate some of  the 
college stress, and will set your 
student up for a successful col-
lege admissions experience their 
senior year.  

Robert D. McCaig, Mon-
mouth University Vice President 
for Enrollment Management, 
sums it up perfectly when he said, 
“The most important thing stu-
dents should do when applying 
to college is pace themselves and 
prioritize. Starting early certainly 
helps students with the pacing, 
and knowing when to put time 
into SAT prep versus studying for 
an exam versus visiting another 
college, for instance, is an impor-
tant part of  prioritizing.”   

@Students: Here are some 
helpful tips to get you moving in 
the right direction this fall: 
1. The #1 question an admis-

sion rep will be thinking 
when they are reviewing 
your college application: 
“Did you take the most rig-
orous courses you could, 

and did you earn good 
grades?” GPA and course 
rigor, without question, are 
the 2 most important fac-
tors.  Make your studies a 
top priority.  Other factors 
like leadership activities, 
strong SAT scores, and ath-
letic prowess are secondary 
considerations. They will 
help- but you still need good 
grades! 

2.  If  your grades start to 
slide, don’t wait until you 
are drowning. Raise the red 
flag immediately and meet 
with your teacher or tutor 
and ask what can be done 
to help. Asking for help is 
not a sign of  failure - but of  
strength. 

3.  Visit your guidance coun-
selor early junior year. De-
termine the courses you 
should take to put you on 
the right track for college 
admission. Course selection 
is important. Colleges like 
to see growth in a student’s 
transcript. If  you have 2 
years of  A’s in College Prep 
Math - think about taking 
Honor’s Math the follow-
ing semester or year.  A 
good question to ask- “How 
much can I push myself  
without being shoved.”

4. Plan early for the PSAT, 
ACT, and SAT. You’ll need 
to register 5 weeks before 
the exam. Many students 
opt to take the test more 
than once and a student 
should plan accordingly. 

5. Start building your activ-
ity resume and update it 
throughout the year. Make 
a list of  your extracurricu-
lar activities, accomplish-
ments and work experience 
with a short description. It’s 
never too late to begin an 
activity or join an organiza-
tion. Colleges are looking to 
build a well-rounded class 
with students that show 
depth and commitment in 
a few activities that interest 
them. My advice:  Do what 
you love and do the work 
(engage and create impact).  

6. Begin visiting colleges as 
early as possible and defi-
nitely by the fall of  your 
junior year. I recommend 
touring local colleges first, 
even if  you think you may 
want to attend college out-
of-state. It will help deter-
mine the factors that are im-
portant to you in selecting a 
future college. A few factors 
to consider: rural, urban, or 

a suburban setting; small or 
large student body; public 
or private school.

7. Create a college list that in-
cludes affordable choices. 
As a family, determine early 
your available finances and 
what/if  any loans will be 
necessary. It is important 
that your family is all on 
the same page. Research 
the availability of  merit 
or need-based aid that 
will support the student 
throughout their four col-
lege years. Excellent finan-
cial aid resource: studen-
taid.gov.  And It is never 
too late to start saving - 529 
plans! 

8. As a family, determine early 
on if  you need assistance 
from an outside source.  

Independent Educational 
Consultants (IEC) have 
broad experience in navi-
gating the many aspects of  
the college admissions pro-
cess. Some consultants offer 
comprehensive packages 
beginning sophomore and 
junior years as well as hour-
ly work for specific pieces of  
the application process. 

Good luck and enjoy the 
journey!   
College 101 Admissions Consultants 
LLC. 
Website: www.mycollege101.com.  
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions 
Consultants
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NOT AVAILABLE IN EVERY STATE. Feature optional. Subject to terms & conditions. 
Allstate Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
401-765-5000
North Smithfield, RI
401-767-2061
Bellingham, MA

One wreck
won’t wreck
your rates.

Come in for your 
Holiday set of lashes!  
Look great for the Holidays!

$50$50.00.00 OFF OFF  
a FULL SET

https://justfeliciawi.com/
Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

Police Pledge to Enhance Trust
The Franklin Police Depart-

ment is pleased to announce that 
they have completed a pledge to 
enhance trust and collaboration 
between police and the commu-
nities served. The pledge is part 
of  an initiative called the Trust 
Building Campaign, which was 
started by the International As-
sociation of  Chiefs of  Police 
(IACP), the world’s largest and 
most influential professional as-
sociation for police leaders. 

To join the Trust Building 
Campaign, law enforcement 
agencies must pledge to imple-
ment 25 key policies and leading 
practices within a 36-month pe-
riod. Chief  Thomas Lynch made 
the decision to join the Trust 
Building Campaign as a means 
to enhance the trust and partner-
ship the department has with the 
community. 

By completing the Trust Build-
ing Campaign Pledge, the Frank-
lin Police Department established 
policies and trainings, conducted 

assessments, and developed strat-
egies within six focused areas 
(bias-free policing; use of  force; 
leadership and culture; recruit-
ment, hiring, and retention; vic-
tim services; and community 
relations) designed to encourage 
positive community-police part-
nerships that promote safe, effec-
tive interactions, create strategies 
to prevent and reduce crime, and 
improve the wellbeing and qual-
ity of  life for all.

The IACP is encouraged by 
the efforts of  agencies as they in-
corporate the pledge’s concepts 
into their everyday operations. 
When trust building is prioritized, 
community members and the 
police benefit from relationships 
focused on unified visions, goals, 
and values. Building and rebuild-
ing trust in the community and 
around the world is critical and 
must remain a primary objective. 

The greatest benefit in taking 
the Trust Building Campaign 
Pledge has been reinforcing the 

policies and procedures that 
the department has established 
through the accreditation process 
and looking at them through the 
lens of  community trust building 
and partnerships.

Chief  Lynch states, “I feel 
the police department has a 
great relationship with the com-
munity, but we are always trying 
to do better, to do a little more. 
The Franklin Police Department 
is constantly looking for ways to 
connect with and enhance those 
partnerships. The IACP Trust 
Building Campaign gave us a 
mechanism to review and im-
prove our policies, procedures, 
and training with the goal of  
increasing the community’s trust 
and create additional positive re-
lationships”.

For more information about 
the Trust Building Campaign, 
visit the IACP’s website at

https://www.theiacp.org/
iacp-trust-building-campaign.
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Celebratory Luncheon Hosted for Franklin Food Pantry 
Volunteers

The Franklin Food Pantry 
held its annual volunteer lun-
cheon to recognize and cele-
brate the more than 140 pantry 
volunteers who gave over 7,000 
hours of  time and talent in 2022 
to help address food insecurity. 
The event was held at Mount 
Street Farm in Franklin and at-
tended by special guests Repre-
sentative Jeff Roy (D), Franklin 
Town Council Chair Tom Mer-
cer, Franklin Town Board Mem-
ber Cobi Frongillo, and Deputy 
Town Administrator Amy Frigu-
lietti. Shaw’s Supermarket, East 
Central Starbucks, The Big 
Apple, and 3 Restaurant pro-
vided refreshments and food for 
the luncheon. 

During the celebration, Rep. 
Roy presented the 2022 Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award 
to 18 volunteers whose service 
positively impacts the Franklin 
Community and inspires oth-
ers to act. The Gold Award, 
for 500+ volunteer hours in a 

calendar year, was presented 
to Community Gardens and 
Diane Daddario. The Silver 
Award, for 250 to 499 volunteer 
hours, was presented to Suzanne 
Gendreau, Chris Kilburn and 
Maureen Kilburn. The Bronze 
Award, for 100 to 174 volunteer 
hours, was presented to Amber 
Baur, Mary Anne Dean, Vicki 
Coates, David Custer, Rachel 
Flum, Donna Hines, Carol 
Malachowski, Donna O’Neill, 
Kym Pruitt, Jim Roche, Mau-
reen Sobolewski, Nancy Schoen, 
and Roberta Trahan. 

“As a non-profit with lim-
ited resources and staff, we rely 
on committed volunteers to 
keep our warehouse full, our 
shelves stocked, and our daily 
operations running,” said Tina 
Powderly, Executive Director, 
Franklin Food Pantry. “Our 
volunteers are the very heart of  
The Pantry and we are eternally 
grateful for their dedication and 
service to our community.” 

The Pantry offers a variety of  
volunteer opportunities for in-
dividuals and groups of  all ages 
and abilities, is named Best Place 
to Volunteer by MyFM 101.3 
in 2023 and 2022, and certified 
as an Al!VE Service Enterprise 
Organization.  For more infor-
mation, or to submit a volunteer 
application, please visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org. 

Franklin Food Pantry honors 
those who give of their time and 
talents at the annual volunteer 
luncheon.

Tina Powderly, Executive Director 
of the Franklin Food Pantry, 
addresses and thanks attendees 
at the annual Pantry volunteer 
luncheon.

State Representative Jeff Roy (D) 
presents Franklin Food Pantry 
volunteer Carol Malachowski 
with the 2022 President’s 
Volunteer Service Award, Bronze, 
in recognition of more than 106 
hours of service.

Franklin Town Council Member 
Tom Mercer, Chair, speaks at the 
Franklin Food Pantry’s annual 
volunteer luncheon.
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
Big Thanks…  
By Gina WOelfel

I recently sat down with 
Heather Cohen, the owner of  
b.LUXE Hair and Makeup Stu-
dio in Medway. We had a chance 
to catch up and reflect on 2023 
and what a crazy, wonderful year 
it’s been, with so much to be 
grateful for! 

During our talk, Heather 
shared that one of  her favorite 
things to do in the fall is to take 
long walks with her dogs. “I hike 
my dogs most mornings, but our 
autumn hikes are my favorite. 
The air is crisp, and my pups love 
playing in the crunchy leaves.” 
She also shared that it’s her time 
to disconnect from her “salon” 
brain and focus on other aspects 
of  her life beyond the day-to-day 
operations of  her studio. The 
beginning of  November is the 
calm before the busy holiday 
season, and Heather likes to take 
this time to reflect on how grate-
ful she is for everything in her 
life. “Well, I’m blessed with my 
family, friends, and dogs. I have 
a tight-knit group of  people who 
really support and love me, and 
that’s allowed me to work as hard 
as I have.”

As a child, Heather’s family 
sometimes depended on their 
local church and community 
services to make ends meet. De-
spite their financial struggles, 
she never went without or felt 
ashamed of  needing assistance. 
“In hindsight,” she explains, 
“that helping hand was a bless-
ing in disguise because it taught 
me the importance of  taking an 
active role in my community and 
giving back. I didn’t know the 

significance of  it at the time, but 
now, those acts of  kindness speak 
volumes, and I’m extremely 
grateful for them. We organize 
volunteer opportunities at the 
salon for our staff to participate 
in, cutting hair for the Franklin 
Senior Center, packing food and 
raising money for The Franklin 
Food Pantry, working with PAWS 
New England, and donating 
yearly beauty scholarships to our 
sister school in Cancun, Mexico, 
who we visit each year to bring 
new supplies and teach classes. 
I’m really impressed with how 
our staff always joins in. If  it’s 
important to our community, it’s 
important to b.LUXE.” 

During our conversation, we 
discussed the keys to running 
a successful beauty salon with 
over 30 talented and influential 
women. Heather expressed her 
gratitude towards her employ-
ees: “They’re the backbone and 
heart of  b.LUXE. I’m fortunate 
to have the creative and manage-
ment teams that I do! They are 
the best in the business, and their 
incredible talent and work ethic 
inspire me to set the bar higher 
and consistently exceed expecta-
tions. We didn’t become Massa-
chusetts’ most highly-rated salon 
just by chance! We made that 
happen together.”

Heather also expressed her 
gratitude towards John Green, 
the owner of  Medway Mills, 
where her salon is located. This 
historic, eight-acre complex is 
surrounded by wooded grounds, 
with Chicken Brook flowing 
directly underneath the salon. 
“John has done an excellent job 

preserving the property’s natural 
charm while incorporating beau-
tifully landscaped grounds, stone 
walls, and flower gardens to wel-
come visitors to the Mill. This 
year, he added an upper parking 
lot to accommodate the overflow. 
Our customers love the timeless 
atmosphere here.”

Heather has great affection for 
the whole Medway Mills family. 
“The businesses here work well 
together, and it’s a great place to 
work.” Three beauty and well-
ness businesses located at the 
Mill have provided Heather with 
an enormous amount of  support 
and inspiration - Chat Noir Nails, 
whose owner is Jillian Lustgar-
ten Cohen, Molly’s Apothecary, 
owned by Ann Fisher, and Drift 
and Oak Yoga, whose owner is 
Bianca Fantoni. “We share many 
of  the same customers and work 
together to grow each other’s 
clientele.” She praises these busi-
nesses for helping women under-
stand their worth and enhancing 

the community. “To me, they de-
fine Girl Power, and I’m so proud 
of  that. I couldn’t ask for better 
women to work alongside.”

“The Local Town Pages” de-
serves a HUGE shoutout, too!” 
exclaims Heather. “We love our 
BEAUTY BEAT column, and 
without this community paper, 
we’d lose our direct line to our 
customers. “We’ve really enjoyed 
these conversations with existing 
and potential clients, especially 
those who’ve never visited our 
studio. It’s been a friendly oppor-
tunity to introduce ourselves and 
connect with so many wonderful 
people.”

Happy Thanksgiving from 
our family to yours.

The b.LUXE Team

Visit our website at bLUXE.
com or scan the QR code to see 
our specially-priced, holiday gift 
card specials and our BUY 3, GET 
1 FREE Retail Sale!

“I need a book to list how 
many people I’m grateful for!” 
says Heather. “But I guess it re-
ally just boils down to commu-
nity. I’m really very, very grateful 
to this community for bringing 
b.LUXE into the fold and em-
bracing it the way that they have. 
Thank you…”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Starting November 1stStarting November 1st   
All RetailAll Retail

BUY 3 
GET 1 FREE

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • HOT WATER • INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Heating Service Plans, Heating Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions & 

lower carbon footprint, it’s the most environmentally friendly heat fuel, and the safest.

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

Interested in a new heating system?
Ask about our preseason discounts!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Keep cozy this Fall Season!Keep cozy this Fall Season!

Holiday Specials 

b.LUXE Hair & Makeup Studio
bLUXE.com  (508) 321-1624

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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**APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. **New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

Family owned and operated since 1954Family owned and operated since 1954

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & gas 

fired  
equipment

Programs
•  Flexible pricing 

and budget 
programs

•  Ask about our 
Veteran, Military, 
Police and Fire 
discount

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Installations
•  Oil & propane 

heating systems 
and water 
heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Give us a call today!Give us a call today!  
800-649-5949 800-649-5949 

info@medwayoilpropane.cominfo@medwayoilpropane.com

Your neighbors have voted usYour neighbors have voted us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  
Call today to learn more about  Call today to learn more about  
our services!our services!

Be Sure to Ask About our New Customer ProgramBe Sure to Ask About our New Customer Program

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane* 
FREE: $100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan*

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!

Test Your Trivia Knowledge & Support Franklin Odd Fellows Nov. 12th 
The command of  the Inde-

pendent Order of  Odd Fellows 
is to improve and elevate the 
character of  mankind by pro-
moting the principles of  friend-
ship, love, truth. We believe that 
we can make the world a better 
place by aiding each other, the 
community, the less fortunate, 

the youth, the elderly and the en-
vironment in every way possible. 
The Odd Fellows are worldwide 
in 26 countries. 

The Franklin Odd Fellows, 
William F. Ray Lodge #71, is 
located at 330 West Central St. 
and works to provide support to 
Franklin and surrounding com-

munities. 
On November 12, 2023, The 

Franklin Odd Fellows will be 
hosting a Trivia Tournament 
at the Bellingham Sportsman 
Club as a fundraiser to help us 
maintain our lodge building. 
Members have been remaking 
the entire outer structure of  the 
98-year-old building and the 
garage for the past 7 years. The 
cost of  materials is very high 
and continuous fundraising is 
the order of  the day.

The Franklin Odd Fellows 
are the founding organization 
of  the Franklin & Bellingham 
Rail Trail Committee that has 
done so much for our commu-
nity for the past 15 years in im-
proving an abandoned rail line 
called the Southern New Eng-
land Trunkline Trail; and our 
members continue to hold key 
positions on the Committee. We 
donate annually to the rail trail 
fundraiser road races, and we 
support the Mass Chapter of  the 
Arthritis Foundation by sponsor-
ing an Annual Fundraiser Corn-
hole Tournament. Through 
various events and donations, 
we also support the Odd Fellows 

Full Care Nursing Home, the 
Odd Fellows Children’s Sum-
mer Camp, and other local and 
national foundations. We are cur-
rently the Chartering non-profit 
for a Boy Scout group called 
Venture Crew 129, and we are 
working to take on a Cub Scout 
Pack soon. The hope is that these 
youth will continue the ideas and 
practices of  the Odd Fellows and 
continue serving in our commu-
nities. 

The Fraternal Order has at-
tracted many notable names 
throughout our country’s rich 
history. The following have all 
been Odd Fellows: William Jen-
nings Bryan, Sec of  State; Wyatt 
Earp, Law Officer from the Old 
Wild West; Robert C. Byrd, U.S. 
Senator; Charlie Chaplin, Co-
medic Actor & Film Director; 
Ulysses S. Grant, 18th U.S. Presi-
dent; Rutherford B. Hayes, 19th 
U.S. President; Warren G. Hard-
ing, 29th U.S. President; Charles 
Lindbergh, American aviator, 
author, inventor and social activ-

ist; William McKinley, 25th U.S. 
President; Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
32nd U.S. President. Since 2001, 
the IOOF fraternity has been 
fully co-ed and all genders can 
join Odd Fellows Lodges.

So, join us for an afternoon of  
trivia, fun and good cheer from 
2 to 4:30 p.m. at the Bellingham 
Sportsman Club at 360 Lake 
St., Bellingham, MA 02019.  
The event will consist of  teams 
of  up to ten players with a regis-
tration cost of  just $10 per per-
son, and $15 at the door. Team 
pre-registration and payment is 
encouraged. Thanks to the Bell-
ingham Sportsman Club, which 
has worked closely with the 
Odd Fellows over several past 
fundraiser projects and contin-
ues to be an important partner 
with our organization.  Get your 
team of  trivia pundits together 
and register today. There will be 
raffle prizes available during the 
event. To pre-register:

h t t p s : / / w w w. f r a n k l i n -
m a s s o d d f e l l o w s . o r g /
odd-fellows-third-annual-trivia-
extravaganza/ .

Franklin Art Presents New 
Artwork November 9th

The Franklin Art Association will hold an opening recep-
tion of  new artwork at the association gallery at Escape into 
Fiction Bookstore on Thursday, November 9th, 6-8 p.m., 12 
Main Street, Franklin. The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. 

Please join us in support of  local artists and their creative 
work!
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DURYSTA - A Game-Changer in Glaucoma Treatment
By: rOGer M. KalDaWy, M.D. 
MilfOrD franKlin eye center

Introduction
Imagine a world where a tiny 

implant can help prevent vision 
loss and improve the quality of  
life for millions of  people suffer-
ing from glaucoma. This vision 
is becoming a reality with the 
introduction of  DURYSTA, a 
groundbreaking treatment op-
tion that is changing the land-
scape of  glaucoma management. 
In this article, we will delve into 
what DURYSTA is, how it works, 
and its potential impact on the 
lives of  glaucoma patients.

Understanding 
Glaucoma

Glaucoma is a group of  eye 
conditions that can lead to dam-
age of  the optic nerve, ultimately 
resulting in vision loss. It is often 
referred to as the “silent thief  
of  sight” because it typically 

progresses slowly and without 
noticeable symptoms until sig-
nificant damage has occurred. 
The most common type of  glau-
coma is open-angle glaucoma, 
which accounts for around 90% 
of  all glaucoma cases. In open-
angle glaucoma, the drainage 
system within the eye becomes 
inefficient, leading to increased 
intraocular pressure (IOP). El-
evated IOP is a major risk factor 
for optic nerve damage and vi-
sion loss.

Traditional Glaucoma 
Treatments

Traditionally, the primary ap-
proach to managing glaucoma 
has been to lower intraocular 
pressure. Several methods are 
used to achieve this, including eye 
drops, laser therapy, and surgical 
interventions. While these treat-
ments can be effective, they often 
require frequent administration, 
leading to compliance issues. 

Additionally, surgical procedures 
carry certain risks and may not 
be suitable for all patients.

Enter DURYSTA
DURYSTA (bimatoprost im-

plant) is a revolutionary devel-
opment in the field of  glaucoma 
treatment. Approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) in March 2020, 
DURYSTA offers a novel and 
sustained approach to lowering 
intraocular pressure in glaucoma 
patients.

How DURYSTA Works
DURYSTA is a tiny implant 

that is placed directly into the 
anterior chamber of  the eye 
through a minimally invasive 
procedure. This implant releases 
a medication called bimatoprost, 
which is a prostaglandin analog. 
Prostaglandin analogs are known 
to be effective in reducing intra-
ocular pressure by increasing the 

outflow of  aqueous humor from 
the eye. What sets DURYSTA 
apart is its sustained release 
mechanism, providing consistent 
IOP reduction for an extended 
period.

Advantages of DURYSTA
Long-Lasting Efficacy: 

DURYSTA is designed to pro-
vide sustained IOP reduction for 
up to twelve months after a single 
implantation. This means fewer 
office visits and a reduced need 
for daily eye drops, improving 
patient compliance and quality 
of  life.

Minimally Invasive: The pro-
cedure to implant DURYSTA is 
minimally invasive and typically 
takes a few seconds. Patients can 
usually return to their normal 
activities shortly after the proce-
dure.

Efficacy Across Glaucoma 
Types: DURYSTA has shown 
efficacy in reducing IOP across 
various glaucoma types, includ-
ing open-angle and angle-closure 
glaucoma, making it a versatile 
option for a wide range of  pa-
tients.

Reduced Side Effects: Unlike 
eye drops, which can cause side 
effects such as stinging, redness, 
and allergies, DURYSTA is de-
livered directly to the eye’s target 
site, minimizing systemic side ef-
fects.

Preservative-Free: Many eye 
drops contain preservatives that 
can irritate the eyes over time. 
DURYSTA is preservative-free, 
reducing the risk of  irritation.

Improved Quality of  Life: 
With fewer daily eye drop appli-
cations and sustained IOP reduc-
tion, DURYSTA can enhance 
the quality of  life for glaucoma 
patients, allowing them to focus 
on their daily activities without 
the burden of  frequent medica-
tion administration.

Clinical Trials and Results
The approval of  DURYSTA 

was based on the results of  clini-
cal trials that demonstrated its 
safety and efficacy. In a pivotal 
Phase 3 clinical trial, DURYSTA 
was shown to significantly reduce 
intraocular pressure compared to 
a placebo, with the effect lasting 
for an extended period. The trial 
also highlighted the low rate of  
adverse events associated with 
DURYSTA implantation.

Living Healthy

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available
SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

Welcome Dr. Dan Liu - Accepting new 
patients starting November 1, 2023
Comprehensive Eye Exams 

Back to School Exams 
Full Optical Shop 

Eye Glasses - Contacts

New Patients Receive a  
Free Pair of Select Glasses 

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.   |   Jorge G. Arroyo, M.D.    |    Dan Liu, M.D 
Michael R. Adams, O.D.   |    Shalin Zia, O.D.    |    Donald L. Conn, O.D.    |    Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D.
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O�ering both Center-based and Tele-therapies

30 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville 

(508) 695-6848
Visit our website:

www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

 

 

• Speech-Language Evaluations and �erapies-All ages
• Hearing Tests
• Custom Fit Hearing Aids and Service
• Occupational �erapy

Serving the children, adolescents and adults 

 

of greater Boston for over 22 years

5 North Meadow Rd, Medfield
(508) 359-4532

Speech & Language delays/disorders
Post-Stroke and Parkinson Therapies 
Wilson Reading, Comprehension, 
Writing

Many of Our Services are Covered by insurance

• Speech-Language-Voice Evaluations 
   and Therapies - All Ages
• Hearing Tests, Custom Fit Hearing 
   Aids and Service
• Reading and Writing
• Occupational Therapy



November 2023  Find us on Facebook  |  Franklin Town News  Page 17

Dean College Brings AIDS Quilt to Campus  in Conjunction with Rent
Display is Part of Thoughtful New 
Programming Around Theatre Shows

 Dean College is proud to 
display a section of  the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt on campus from 
November 14-15, 2023, leading 
up to the premiere of  the School 
of  the Arts production of  Rent on 
November 15.

The AIDS Memorial Quilt 
is a living memorial to a genera-
tion lost to AIDS, an important 
HIV prevention education tool 

and the largest community arts 
project in history. Individuals 
and groups create Quilt panels to 
honor, remember and celebrate 
the stories and lives of  those lost 
to HIV/AIDS. Displayed for the 
first time during the National 
March on Washington for Les-
bian and Gay Rights on October 
11, 1987, today the Quilt is an 
epic 54-ton tapestry that includes 

nearly 50,000 panels dedi-
cated to more than 110,000 
individuals.

The Quilt display will 
provide powerful context 
to the College’s production 
of  Rent, Jonathan Larson’s 
iconic musical that follows 
a group of  impoverished 
young artists and musi-
cians struggling to survive and 
create in New York’s Lower East 
Side, under the shadow of  HIV/
AIDS. 

“In moments of  crisis, at times 
of  great conflict and trauma, 
people turn to art as a way to 
share their love and their fear 
and their anger,” said Patsy Col-
lins Bandes, dean of  the School 
of  the Arts. “The AIDS Memo-
rial Quilt was built out of  one of  
these moments of  protest and 
demand for those lost to be re-
membered. We at Dean College 
are honored to display this work 
of  art in parallel with our stu-
dents lifting their own voices to 
create a story of  survival, hope 
and love onstage in our produc-
tion of  Rent.

The AIDS Memorial Quilt 
will be on display to the public 
on Tuesday, November 14 and 
Wednesday, November 15 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the 
Dr. Paula M. Rooney Student 
Center Concourse. Dean stu-
dents will also be tabling with 

interactive educational materials 
during the display. The School of  
the Arts at Dean will present Rent 
from November 15-19, 2023.

The display is part of  the 
College’s thoughtful new pro-
gramming series to create more 
context around each of  the the-
atre shows this season. Titled 
“Continuing the Conversation,” 
the College will hold post-show 
discussions with the creative 
teams and experts in the field 
about the performance and the 
themes, context or history it ex-
plores. The series is co-sponsored 
by the Franklin Public Library 
and will offer library patrons a 
discount on tickets if  they would 
like to attend the show prior to 
the discussion. 

The post-show discussion for 
Rent will take place on Satur-
day, November 18. Continuing 
the conversation from the Quilt 
display earlier in the week, this 
event will discuss the legacy of  
the AIDS epidemic 40 years 
later and its influence on queer 

identity in the 21st 
century. Guests will 
include Dr. Kris-
tin Holster, profes-
sor of  sociology at 
Dean College, and 
Dr. Helen Lewis-
Michelson, associate 
professor of  theatre 
at The Boston Con-

servatory at Berklee.
“Continuing the Conversation 

allows us to deepen the explora-
tion of  the shows we are produc-
ing, and it is thrilling to be able 
to partner with the Franklin Pub-
lic Library on this project,” said 
Collins Bandes, who oversees the 
College’s performing arts pro-
grams in arts and entertainment 
management, performance, 
production and design, theatre 
studies, and new BFA programs 
in acting and musical theatre. “It 
gives us an opportunity to ex-
plore with both our students and 
the community what impact our 
art has on the world, and how 
theatre is a powerful tool for cul-
tural engagement.”

For more information about 
the AIDS Memorial Quilt, visit 
www.aidsmemorial.org. For more 
information about Rent and the 
Continuing the Conversation 
series, visit www.dean.edu/box-
office. 

Real-World Impact
Since its approval, DURYSTA 

has made a significant impact on 
glaucoma management in clini-
cal practice. Patients who were 
previously struggling with the 
inconvenience of  daily eye drops 
and the fear of  surgical proce-
dures now have a more conve-
nient and effective option for 
managing their condition.

DURYSTA has particularly 
benefited individuals with poor 
adherence to medication regi-
mens, as it eliminates the need 
for daily eye drop administration. 
This can be especially crucial in 
preventing vision loss in glau-
coma patients, as consistent IOP 
control is essential to preserving 
vision.

Furthermore, DURYSTA 
has the potential to reduce the 
healthcare system’s burden by 
decreasing the frequency of  of-
fice visits and surgeries for glau-
coma management. This can 
lead to cost savings and improved 
resource allocation in healthcare.

Challenges and 
Considerations

While DURYSTA presents a 
promising solution to many of  
the challenges associated with 
glaucoma management, it is not 
without its considerations:

Cost: The cost of  DURYSTA 
may be a barrier for some pa-
tients, as it is a relatively new 
treatment and may not be cov-
ered by all insurance plans.

Implantation Procedure: 
While minimally invasive, the 
implantation procedure for 
DURYSTA still requires a skilled 
ophthalmologist. Access to spe-
cialized care may be limited in 
some areas.

Long-Term Data: As 
DURYSTA is a relatively new 
treatment, long-term data on its 
safety and efficacy beyond the 
three-year mark is still being col-
lected.

Conclusion
DURYSTA represents a sig-

nificant advancement in the 
field of  glaucoma treatment. Its 
sustained release mechanism, 
minimal invasiveness, and po-
tential to improve patient adher-
ence make it a game-changer for 
glaucoma patients. As further 
research and real-world experi-
ence accumulate, DURYSTA’s 
role in preserving vision and 
enhancing the quality of  life for 
those with glaucoma is likely to 
become even more pronounced. 
While challenges and consider-
ations remain, DURYSTA offers 
new hope and a brighter future 
for individuals living with this 
sight-threatening condition. Our 
center and ophthalmologists 
have state of  the art equipment 
to diagnose and treat many eye 
problems, including glaucoma.  
We offer DURYSTA in our 
state-of-the-art surgery center 
in Milford. 7 dedicated eye care 
providers here to help you in 3 
facilities in Franklin, Milford and 
Millis.  We are available and have 
Saturday and after-hours ap-
pointments. From the basic eye 
exam to the high-tech surgeries 
performed locally in Milford, 
our center is now able to better 
recognize glaucoma and manage 
this disease with many interven-
tions including DURYSTA.  We 
continue to provide world class 
eye care for the entire family.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page 16.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

EYES
continued from page 16

Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!
If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects, 

then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously 
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact 

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family 
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

 Learn more here: wbahomes.com             |             Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com
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131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Discussion and Variety Show in 
the Mix at FUSF this Month

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin is pleased to invite 
the public for two special events 
in November: 

November 5, 2023 – 10 
a.m.

Unexpected Changes: An 
Existentialist Perspective   

Existentialism is the philoso-
phy that life is what we make 
of  it. Life, however, has a way 
of  changing our plans when we 
least expect it. FUSF lay mem-
ber Ann Parsley will talk about 

what it’s like to be an existentialist 
atheist, how that philosophy can 
help when things go wrong, and 
why an existentialist atheist might 
choose to join a UU church.

November 11. 2023, from 
7 to 9 p.m.

The Chestnut Street Review Variety 
Show

The Chestnut Street Review is 
back after a two-year hiatus. The 
FUSF Community prides itself  
on its musical and artistic talent. 
Don’t miss this jam-packed eve-

ning of  music, singing, storytell-
ing and more! Something for all 
families and the young at heart to 
enjoy. Sample delicious treats at 
Intermission from the Bake Sale 
Table. $10/person and $25/fam-
ily.  

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin (FUSF) is located at 
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin. 
For more information, please 
contact us at info@fusf.org or 
call (508) 528-5348.  FUSF is a 
Unitarian Universalist Welcom-
ing Congregation. 

Franklin High 
School Students 
to Present Legally 
Blonde, the Musical

On November 17th, 18th and 19th, the Franklin High 
School Theater Company will present Legally Blonde, the Mu-
sical at Franklin High School. Visit https://www.onthestage.
tickets/show/franklin-high-school-theatre-company/65159fa
d8d5da50e5ac80656/ , or visit https://onthestage.com/, se-
lect “shows” and then search for “Franklin” under “Current 
Production Search.”
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November 1

Franklin Art Association 
meeting, 6:30 business followed 
by 7 p.m. presentation by art-
ist, Franklin Senior Center, 10 
Daniel McCahill St., Franklin

November 5

Unexpected Changes: An 
Existentialist Perspective, 10 
a.m., Franklin’s First Univer-
salist Society, 262 Chestnut 
St., Franklin, Ann Parsley will 
talk about why an existentialist 
atheist might choose to join a 
UU church.

November 7

Franklin Biennial Town Elec-
tion, 6 a.m. – 8 p.m.

November 8

Fall Health Fair, 3-6 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin, sponsored 
by Franklin Health Dept., will 
feature local vendors, health 
services, refreshments, free 
health screenings, face painting, 
activities, raffles and giveaways, 
and a kids’ zone.

Norfolk County Registry of 
Deeds open house and release 
of “We Remember Our Veterans” 
volume 3. 4:30-6:30 p.m., 649 
High Street, Dedham. Patriotic 
music, historic storyboards, 
honors vets

November 9

Franklin Art Association 
opening reception of new art-
work, 6-8 p.m., Franklin Art As-
sociation gallery, Escape into 
Fiction Bookstore, 12 Main St., 
Franklin 

Bee-ginner Bee Keeping, 6 
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, Join 
MDAR Apiary Inspector Paul 
Tessier 

Winter Sing-Along with the 
Dean College Vocal Ensemble, 
12:30 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin, 
Families! Join us for a musical 
afternoon after a half-day of  
school with the Dean College 
Vocal Ensemble

November 10

Milford Performing Arts 
Center presents Little Shop of 
Horrors, 7 p.m., 150 Main St., 
Milford www.milfordpac.com

November 11

The Chestnut Street Review 
Variety Show, 7-9 p.m., The 
First Universalist Society in 

Franklin (FUSF), 262 Chestnut 
Street, Franklin. info@fusf.org 
or (508) 528-5348, $10 pp, $25 
family with bake sale table at 
intermission 

Milford Performing Arts 
Center presents Little Shop of 
Horrors, 7 p.m., 150 Main St., 
Milford www.milfordpac.com

November 12

Franklin Historical Museum 
2nd Sunday Speaker Series pres-
ents Ed Goddard, of the Cele-
brate Wrentham 350 committee, 
1:15 p.m. (doors open 1 p.m.), 
Franklin Historical Museum, 
80 West Central St., Franklin

Franklin Oddfellows Trivia 
Tournament, 2 to 4:30 p.m., Bell-
ingham Sportsman Club, 360 
Lake St., Bellingham. Teams 
of  up to ten players with a reg-
istration cost of  $10 per per-
son, and $15 at the door. Raffle 
prizes. Pre-register:

h t tp s ://www. f rank l in -
m a s s o d d f e l l o w s . o r g /
odd-fellows-third-annual-trivia-
extravaganza/

Milford Performing Arts 
Center presents Little Shop of 
Horrors, 2 p.m., 150 Main St., 
Milford www.milfordpac.com

November 15

Dean College presents Rent, 
7:30 p.m., Tickets can be pur-
chased at (508) 541-1605 or via 
boxoffice@dean.edu

November 16

Dean College presents Rent, 
7:30 p.m., 99 Main St., Frank-
lin, Tickets can be purchased 
at (508) 541-1605 or via boxof-
fice@dean.edu

November 17

FHS Theatre Company pres-
ents Legally Blonde, the Musi-
cal, 7:30 p.m., Franklin High 
School, 218 Oak St., Franklin, 
https://www.onthestage.tick-
ets/show/franklin-high-school-
theatre-company/65159fad8d
5da50e5ac80656

Dean College presents Rent, 
7:30 p.m., 99 Main St., Frank-
lin, Tickets can be purchased 
at (508) 541-1605 or via boxof-
fice@dean.edu

Franklin Library Book Sale, 
1-5 p.m. 118 Main St., Franklin  

November 18

Franklin Library Book Sale, 
9 a.m. – noon, 118 Main St., 
Franklin  

Franklin Newcomers Craft 
Fair, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Tri-County 
Regional Vocational Techni-
cal High School, 147 Pond 
St., Franklin, $3 ages 12+, also 
collecting for Franklin Food 
Pantry, all juried hand-crafted 
wares

Dean College presents Rent, 2 
& 7:30 p.m., 99 Main St., Frank-
lin, Tickets can be purchased 
at (508) 541-1605 or via boxof-
fice@dean.edu

FHS Theatre Company pres-
ents Legally Blonde, the Musi-
cal, 7:30 p.m., Franklin High 
School, 218 Oak St., Franklin, 
https://www.onthestage.tick-
ets/show/franklin-high-school-
theatre-company/65159fad8d
5da50e5ac80656

Seth Giler, 8 p.m., Circle of  
Friends Coffeehouse, Meeting-
house of  the Franklin’s First 
Universalist Society, 262 Chest-
nut St., Franklin, visit www.cir-
clefolk.org for more info.

November 19

FHS Theatre Company pres-
ents Legally Blonde, the Musical, 
2 p.m., Franklin High School, 
218 Oak St., Franklin, https://
www.onthestage.tickets/show/
franklin-high-school-theatre-
company/65159fad8d5da50e
5ac80656

Dean College presents Rent, 
2 p.m., 99 Main St., Franklin, 
Tickets can be purchased at 
(508) 541-1605 or via boxof-
fice@dean.edu

Diwali Celebration! Sunday, 
2-3:30 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin

Join us for a special Diwali 
celebration for the whole fam-
ily, including crafts, music, 
color, henna, and more!

November 23

12th Annual Franklin Turkey 
Trot, 8 a.m., Family Fun Run 
5K supports Franklin Food 
Pantry, 91 Jordan Road, Frank-
lin, $25 per person, visit www.
franklinturkeytrot.org to reg-
ister up to November 21st, or 
register in-person at race loca-
tion Nov. 22, from 7-9 p.m., or 
morning of  race between 6:30-
7:30 a.m.

November 25

Santa StoryWalk! 10:30 a.m., 
DelCarte Park, Franklin Rec-
reation and the Franklin Pub-
lic Library team up for a cozy 

winter walk with our favorite 
Man in Red! Special story walk 
followed by cookies and cocoa!

November 28

Lotus Lantern Craft Tues-
day, 6 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin, 
A Member of Korean Spirit and 
Culture Promotion Project will show 
us, step by step, how to make a 
lovely lotus flower lantern using 
colored paper and wire frames 
followed by a documentary 
film!

Adults and Teens please 
RSVP on the Library Calendar 
of  Events.

Calendar

Enjoy your career!
To learn more, scan the code or visit 

Rodenhiser.com/Careers
Master Plumber: #10961  |  Corporate Plumbing: #2288  |  Master Electrician: #21982A

Master Sheet Metal (Unrestricted): #5867  |  Corporate Sheet Metal: #641
Home Improvement Contractor: #188806

Hiring all techs, all trades!

FLEXIBLE 
SCHEDULE 

TECH 
SUPPORT

MODERN 
TRUCKS 

EXPERIENCE 
& GROWTH

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • ELECTRIC • REMODELING

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans

Biennial Town Election
The Biennial Town Election is 

set for Nov. 7, 2023 at Franklin 
High School from 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

For additional Election infor-
mation, please visit the Town 
Clerk’s webpage at https://www.
franklinma.gov/town-clerkelec-
tion-administrator .

You can access the official candidacy list for the upcoming 
election at

https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif10036/f/
news/nom_in_out_november_7_2023_17.pdf

Update of Missing 
Person – Jazlyn 
Rodrigues
October 21, 2023

Jazlyn Rodrigues, a 15-year-
old Franklin, MA resident who 
has been missing since October 
10th was found safe this after-

noon. She is being reunited with 
her family. No further informa-
tion is available at this time. The 
investigation remains ongoing.
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Manufacturing Caucus Hosts 8th Annual Manufacturing 
Awards Ceremony at Polar Park

Xpression Prints, Inc. of  
Franklin, Massachusetts received 
the Manufacturer of  the Year 
Award for the 10th Norfolk Dis-

trict at the 8th Annual Manufac-
turing Awards Ceremony held in 
the DCU Club at Polar Park in 
Worcester. 

Xpression Prints, Inc. was 
nominated by State Representa-
tive Jeffrey N. Roy (D-Franklin), 
House Chair of  the Legislature’s 

Manufacturing Caucus. Xpres-
sion Prints, Inc. was built from 
the ground up by dedicated and 
enthusiastic professionals and is 
driven to offer customers access 
to any type of  custom printed 
items they need. And the com-
pany delivers these products 
quickly, efficiently and at a fair 
price. 

The Legislature, under the 
leadership of  Speaker Ron Mari-
ano and Senate President Karen 
E. Spilka, has spearheaded sev-
eral major economic develop-
ment packages which focus on 
improving the renaissance of  
manufacturing, with the goal of  
making Massachusetts the best 
place to build things. 

During his open remarks Rep-
resentative Roy observed, “man-
ufacturing provides high-paying 
jobs, contributes significantly to 
the state’s economy, and plays a 
vital role in driving innovation 
and technological advancements. 
The state’s manufacturing indus-
try is also known for its focus on 
innovation and sustainability, 
with many companies investing 
in research and development to 
create new products and pro-
cesses that reduce waste, con-
serve resources, and improve 
energy efficiency.”  

The event was the state’s 8th 
Annual Manufacturing Award 
Ceremony hosted by the Legis-
lature’s Manufacturing Caucus 
and sponsored by MassMEP and 
MassTech Collaborative. 

Christine Nolan, Director for 
the Center of  Advanced Manu-
facturing and Kathie Mahoney, 
President and CEO of  Mass-
MEP offered remarks at the 
ceremony along with Brooke 
Thomson, President of  AIM. 
Senate President Karen E. Spilka 

and Secretary of  Housing & 
Economic Development Yvonne 
Hao addressed the audience via 
pre-recorded video. 

After the successful event, 
Representative Roy added, 
“Manufacturing output here is 
at its highest level in history and 
accounts for about 10 percent 
of  the state’s economy and em-
ploys about 7% of  the workforce 
with $56 billion in manufactured 
goods exported from the Com-
monwealth each year.  During 
the 8th Annual Manufacturing 
Awards Ceremony, we celebrated 
68 manufacturing awardees from 
across the state of  Massachusetts. 
These are truly great companies 
who make our economy soar 
and contribute to these statistics. 
These manufacturers are exam-
ples of  what is means to Make it 
in Massachusetts.”

Formed in August 2014, the 
Manufacturing Caucus includes 
71 legislators from around the 
Commonwealth. Lawmakers 
focus on training for manufac-
turing employees; encouraging 
innovation by helping start-ups 
access resources; and expanding 
apprenticeship opportunities in 
key manufacturing sectors.

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

Coming Early 2024! Coming Early 2024! 
907 Main Street,  Walpole907 Main Street,  Walpole

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Now accepting  
Thanksgiving orders  

online at  
muffinhousecafe@gmail.com  

deadline is Sunday  
November 19th

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 11-30-2023

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 11-30-2023F F

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

Celebrate the Holidays with 
FPAC Holiday Productions

FPAC Holiday Productions 
will present two shows as part of  
its annual holiday season. 

December kicks off with the 
holiday classic: The Nutcracker, 
presented December 2 and 3 at 
the Franklin High School Audi-
torium. Experience all the festive 
magic and colorful splendor of  
The Nutcracker as FPAC stages its 
cherished annual production of  
the holiday classic with live or-
chestra, special guest artists and 
more than 100 area dancers. 
The Nutcracker remains a highly 
anticipated and treasured part 
of  the FPAC season - a popular 
holiday tradition for more than 
20 years. The world-famous bal-
let, set to Tchaikovsky’s beloved 
score, delights the imaginations 
of  audiences young and old with 
a professional production at a 
reasonable price. The production 
is staged by Cheryl Madeux of  
American Ballet Theatre, Hart-
ford Ballet, and Joffrey Ballet. 
Madeux is currently director of  
BalletFranklin- the ballet conser-
vatory at the Franklin School for 
the Performing Arts. 

The FPAC Holiday Produc-
tions December season continues 
as Humbug! returns December 16 
and 17. A family favorite since 
debuting as part of  FPAC’s 2008 
season, Humbug! is an original 

musical retelling of  Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol, starring the 
script’s writer, Nick Paone, as 
Ebenezer Scrooge. With musi-
cal hits of  every genre and live 
accompaniment by a 10-piece 
band of  professional musicians, 
Humbug! transports audiences 
from Dickensian England to con-
temporary America as the novel’s 
iconic characters and storyline 
are cleverly reimagined with 

modern setting and dialogue. 
Humbug! delivers a holiday gift of  
hilarity with a timely – and time-
less – message.

FPAC Holiday Productions 
are presented at the Frank-
lin High School Auditorium.  
For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit www.FPAConline.
com or call the box office at  
(508) 528-3370. 
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Atwood Continues to Excel on the Next Level
By christOpher treMBlay, 
staff spOrts Writer

Franklin’s Breanna Atwood 
was a superb 3-sport athlete (bas-
ketball, softball, and soccer) for 
the Panthers during her four-year 
high school career. However, it 
was soccer that really stole her 
heart at a very young age, and 
today, she is competing in her se-
nior season with the University of  
Southern Maine (USM) at a very 
high level. 

Just recently, the Huskies’ 
goalie was named the Little East 
Conference Goalkeeper of  the 
Week for the second straight 
week with a pair of  shutouts. The 
Franklin alum now has 18 career 
shutouts (3 so far this season) and 
is nearing the program record. 
She also currently has a 0.52 
goals against average and a .922 
save percentage.

Although she is performing 
at a very high level for the Hus-
kies, Atwood almost didn’t attend 
USM, because she was not all 
that impressed with the campus.

“I originally hated it; the cam-
pus was not aesthetically pleasing, 
and the buildings were old, and 
I wasn’t thrilled with having to 
move 2 ½ hours to Maine.” At-
wood said. “But after my over-
night, things changed. During my 
overnight visit, I had just about 
met with everyone on the team, 
and the coaches were amazing 
and very helpful. It was some-
thing that I really appreciated.”

Atwood first stepped onto the 
soccer field around the age of  
three and was immediately fasci-
nated with the sport.

“Soccer is an unpredictable 
sport where you really can’t set 
plays, and the game is deter-
mined by the players and how 
they perform,” she said.

Until sixth grade, Atwood 
found herself  playing the field 
as an outside winger, but that 
year, her team was short a goalie. 
Atwood, being one of  the taller 
girls, was assumed a natural fit for 
the position. She picked things up 
relatively quickly, with the help 
of  her father, a seasoned player, 
teaching her the basics of  the 
game on the back line. Her team-
mates began to feel comfortable 
with Atwood playing in the net.

As a freshman, she made the 
junior varsity team and was el-

evated to the varsity squad the 
following year.

“My sophomore year was defi-
nitely interesting – I was hoping 
to make the team even if  it was a 
back-up goalie,” Atwood recalled. 
“Being that there were no real 
tryouts for goalies, I was doing all 
the basic skills with everyone else. 
I prided myself  on my footwork 
that I learned from my younger 
years playing the field.”

Longtime Franklin Coach 
Tom Geyson placed Atwood in 
the position of  center back. She 
was ok with the position, happy 
to be on the team.

“It was different and weird to 
be learning a new position,” the 
goal keeper said. “In my mind, 
I felt that I didn’t deserve to be 
a starter in this position, but it 
meant a lot to me that Coach 
Geyson thought that I could play 
it. It eventually helped me to un-
derstand the game on a different 
level.”

Although playing a position 
other than goalie, Atwood would 
reclaim the net minding duties as 
a junior and senior for the Pan-
thers. Over her final two seasons 
with Franklin, she helped back-
bone the team to a 22-6-6 over-
all record (10-2-5 as a junior and 
12-4-1 as senior) playing in a very 

tough Division 1.
Once Atwood got to Portland 

to play for the Huskies, however, 
the season would be cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Although the team would still 
practice, the Franklin goalie was 
heartbroken. Here she was in a 
new school for the first time in a 
different state, and all by herself.,

As a sophomore, Atwood 
found herself  on the sidelines 
most of  the year while her team 
was now playing in a different 
conference. While in transition, 
USM played well enough to ad-
vance into the tournament for the 
first time in many years. Although 
the Huskies would eventually lose 
in the semi finals, Atwood noted, 
that season motivated the team, 
allowing it to grow. 

As a junior, the Franklin na-
tive finally played goalie at USM, 
and although the squad was 
playing a tougher schedule, they 
hit the ground running that fall 
and never looked back, captur-
ing their first ever regular season 
championship. USM went 17-4 
(7-1 in the league) earning a po-
sition in the NCAA Division 3 
national Championship for the 
first time in school history. The 
squad would also set records with 
the longest winning streak, most 

goals, and most shutouts (Atwood 
would post 11) during a season.  

Atwood would receive All 
Little East Conference accolades. 
She would also be named Con-
ference Goalkeeper of  the year 
posting a 28-8 record with a .922 
goals against average and an .844 
save percentage.

“That season was insane. The 
schedule was difficult, but as a 
team, we were clicking as a unit, 
we scored a ton of  goals and were 
defending well,” she said. “We 
just tore it apart last year, it was 
unbelievable. I, personally, didn’t 
think that I made much of  an im-
pact, but I guess I was wrong after 
earning the honors I received.”

Outside of  her personal ac-
colades, Atwood and the rest of  
the team were extremely proud 
of  finally getting the best of  
Western Connecticut College, 
the team that the Huskies always 
found themselves on the short 
end of  the score. In the Little East 
Championship, the players were 
not about to back down.

“They were intimidating, but 
we were not having it this year. 
The team was confident in my 
ability if  the ball happened to get 
through our defense,” Atwood 
said. “We all trusted one another, 
and that goes a long way on the 
field. We knew what we had to 
do and went out and took home 
a 3-1 win.”

As she enters her senior sea-
son, Atwood, and the rest of  the 
USM team obviously want a re-
peat of  last year’s performance. 
The Huskies, says Atwood, want 
to prove to all those people that 
last year wasn’t a fluke and they 
deserved what they accom-
plished. With so many people 
looking down on the Huskies, the 
team is coming into the season 
with high expectations, and noth-
ing is going to stop them.

Atwood has once again been 
named captain and is hoping 
that the other young women can 
come to her for support at any 
time. She is looking to lead them 
confidently on and off the field, 
and she’s also building her own 
confidence with a goalie coach.

“I was happy with the way 
that I played last year but felt 
that having a coach can only help 
grow my skills,” she said. “I am 
also eyeing the school’s shutout 
record.  (At the time of  this writ-
ing Atwood found herself  with 18 
shutouts on her illustrious career 
at USM – the record sits at 19).”

Following the season, the se-
nior plans to attend graduate 
school. Having gone through 
COVID, she still has one more 
year in which she could suit up 
for the Huskies, but after that, she 
wants to continue playing soccer 
in some fashion. 

“I don’t think that I can’t stay 
away from soccer too long, so I’ll 
probably end up joining some 
woman’s league to give me a way 
to circle back,” she said.

Before that happens, Atwood 
still has the remainder of  the sea-
son and is a mere shutout away 
from tying the school record, and 
two away from owning it. She has 
not only impressed Huskies fans, 
but she has also done her home-
town proud. After September, 
she was named the University of  
Southern Maine Student Athlete 
of  the Month; currently has been 
named the Little East Confer-
ence goalkeeper of  the month for 
three times so far and has led the 
Huskies to a 9-0-2 start (3-0 in the 
conference) while posting a .919 
save percentage and a 0.47 goals 
against average. Atwood has also 
recorded her fifth shutout this 
season, giving her a career total 
of  20, breaking the 23-year-old 
record at the university. 

Sports

Soccer goaltender Breanna Atwood, of Franklin, has impressed fans 
and teammates at the University of Southern Maine (USM).



Page 22   Franklin Local Town Pages  |  www.franklintownnews.com  November 2023

New England

Ballistic Services
Inc.

Instant cash paid for  
your valuable firearms.
Call today for a confidential consultation

508-381-0230 • www.neballistic.com

- Wellness care
- Preventative medicine
- Routine & specialty surgery
- Ultrasounds & echocardiograms
- Massage therapy
- Laser therapy
- Same day and urgent care 

appointments

November 2023 at the Franklin Public Library
Library Hours

The Library’s hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., and Sunday, 1:30 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m. The Library will be 
closed November 11th for Veter-
an’s Day. For the Thanksgiving 
Holiday, the library will be open 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on 
November 22nd and closed on 
November 23rd.

ESL & Adult Literacy 
Program

The Franklin Public Library 
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin 
and its surrounding communi-
ties.  Volunteers and students 
do not need to be Franklin resi-
dents. If  interested, fill out the 
registration form on the library’s 
website.

Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Program

In our second year of  pro-
viding free tax preparation as-
sistance through the VITA IRS 
program the Franklin Public Li-
brary is looking for volunteers! 
While tax season starts in Feb-
ruary; planning, training, and 
scheduling can begin today! To 
sign up or to find more informa-

tion please email Site Coordina-
tor Mitzi Gousie at mgousie@
minlib.net!

Special Events for Kids

Kids Take & Makes: Coffee Filter 
Turkeys! Available Wednesday, 
November 1st 

SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED! 
Kits will be distributed on a first 
come first serve basis!
Miss Bree’s Bookopoly! 
Wednesday, November 1st – 
Saturday, December 30th 

Roll the dice, move your 
piece on our giant board, and 
have fun with a variety of  read-
ing and creative challenges, and 
chances to win prizes galore!
Hidden Mickey’s Scavenger 
Hunt! Monday, November 13th – 
Saturday, November 18th 

We’re kicking off  Mickey 
Mouse’s Birthday Week with a 
special scavenger hunt! 
Mickey Mouse Birthday Bash! 
Saturday November 18th @ 1 p.m.

Mickey Mouse is turning 95! 
Join us for games, crafts, snacks, 
and more!
Diwali Celebration! Sunday, 
November 19th, 2-3:30 p.m.

Join us for a special Diwali 
celebration for the whole fam-
ily, including crafts, music, color, 
henna, and more!

Santa StoryWalk! Saturday 
November 25th @ 10:30 a.m.

The Franklin Recreation De-
partment and the Franklin Pub-
lic Library are teaming up again 
for a cozy winter walk with our 
favorite Man in Red! Bundle up 
and meet us at DelCarte Park 
for a special story walk, followed 
by cookies and cocoa!
Tween Jewelry Gift Workshop 
with PT Color Market! Wednesday 
Nov 29 @5:30 p.m. (Grades 3-5)

For kids in grades 3-5! Join 
Paulina Teng of  PT Color Mar-
ket for a special workshop! REG-
ISTRATION REQUIRED!

Special Events for Teens 

Teen Take & Makes: Chunky Knit 
Planter! Available Wednesday, 
November 1st

Kits will be distributed on a 
first come first serve basis! SUP-
PLIES ARE LIMITED!

*To keep things equitable 
teens must be present when 
picking up this craft.
Miss Bree’s Bookopoly! 
Wednesday, November 1st – 
Saturday, December 30th 

Roll the dice, move your 
piece on our giant board, and 
have fun with a variety of  read-
ing and creative challenges, and 
chances to win prizes galore!
Musical Bingo: Movie Edition! 
Wednesday, November 15th @ 
6:30 p.m.

Join us for our new monthly 
Musical Bingo series! Part Bingo, 
part trivia, participants will lis-
ten to the music as it plays and 
fill in their bingo cards! This 
month’s Bingo theme: Movie 
Soundtracks!
Diwali Celebration! Sunday, 
November 19th, 2-3:30 p.m. (see 
listing above)

Teensgiving! Wednesday, No-
vember 22nd @11 a.m.

Teens! Join us in the teen 
room for a potluck celebration 
of  thanksgiving! 

Special Events for Adults

Bee-ginner Bee Keeping, Thursday 
November 9th 6 p.m.

No registration required.
Join MDAR Apiary Inspec-

tor Paul Tessier and learn all the 
steps to set up a hive at home in 
Massachusetts. Now is the time 
to start getting your supplies 
ready for the spring!
Lotus Lantern Craft Tuesday, 
November 28th @ 6 p.m.

A Member of  Korean Spirit 
and Culture Promotion Project 
will show us, step by step, how to 
make a lovely lotus flower lantern 
using colored paper and wire 
frames followed by a documen-
tary film!

Adults and Teens please RSVP on 
the Library Calendar of  Events.

This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Franklin 

cultural council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

All Ages Events

Health Fair Wednesday November 
8th @ 3 p.m.

Come join us for the Franklin 
Health Department’s annual fall 
health fair from 3-6 p.m.! The 
event will include local vendors, 
health screenings, refreshments, 
kids’ activities, raffles & freebies, 
and more! 
Winter Sing-Along with the Dean 
College Vocal Ensemble November 
9th 12:30 p.m.

Families! Join us for a musi-
cal afternoon after a half-day of  
school! The Dean College Vocal 
Ensemble will perform a wide 
variety of  musical selections at 
the Franklin Public Library! The 
program will feature winter car-
ols you know and love with many 
more eclectic song choices from 
throughout history. 

Franklin Library Book 
Sale

Friday, November 17th, 1-5 p.m.  
Saturday, November 18th, 9 a.m. 
to Noon. All books are just one 
dollar!

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Satur-
day, November 18th, from 1-4 
p.m. 

Celebrate Wrentham 350 at the 
Franklin Historical Museum.

We are pleased to host our 
neighbors and friends from 
Wrentham for our Second Sun-
day Speaker Series, November 
12.

Wrentham has had a year-
long celebration of  the incorpo-
ration of  the town in 1673. Ed 
Goddard, head of  the Wrentham 
350 Committee will share infor-
mation on the committee forma-
tion, fundraising, merchandising 
and events over the past year.   

Events throughout the year 
have included a Brunch at the 
Senior Center, St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration, William Sweatt Day, 
the town’s Birthday Party on the 
common, their Grand Parade, 
the Time Capsule Burial and 
their upcoming Gala Ball sched-

uled for December at Lake Pearl 
Ballroom.

Ed will present photos of  their 
various events, the ins and outs of  
planning, and hopefully share les-
sons learned. 

Historians will know Frank-
lin was once part of  Wrentham, 
known as Wrentham’s Western 

Precinct, before breaking off and 
establishing our own town in 
1778. This event will be of  inter-
est to all who want to wish our 
neighbors a Happy Birthday and 
specifically to any civic minded 
folks from Franklin interested in 
learning more about Wrentham’s 
celebration as we look ahead to 
our 250th in 5 years’ time.

Help us give a warm welcome 
to our neighbors and join us Sun-
day November 12. Doors open 1 
p.m. and presentation starts at 
1:15. Admission is always free. 

When attending a museum 
event, please consider donating 
a non-perishable food item to 
be collected at the museum and 
donated to the Franklin Food 
Pantry.
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12th Annual Franklin Turkey Trot to Benefit Franklin Food Pantry
The Franklin Food Pantry is 

pleased to announce the 12th an-
nual Franklin Turkey Trot, a 5K 
fun run to benefit The Pantry, 
will take place on Nov. 23, 2023, 
at 8 a.m. Walkers and runners of  
all ages and abilities are invited 
to register for the Thanksgiving 
morning tradition which be-
gins and ends at 91 Jordan Rd., 
Franklin, Massachusetts. Run-
ners will receive a light breakfast, 
and category medals and door 
prizes will be awarded following 
the race. Registration fees are 
$25, with a family cap of  $100. 
Food donations are no longer 
accepted at the event. Proceeds 
from the race help provide sup-
plemental food assistance and 
programs to those facing food 
insecurity. To register, visit www.
franklinturkeytrot.org through 
Nov. 21, or register in-person at 
the race location on Nov. 22, be-
tween 7 and 9 p.m., or the morn-
ing of  the race between 6:30 and 
7:30 a.m. 

Race day sponsors are needed 
to make this year’s event a suc-
cess. Funds received from spon-
sorships support The Pantry and 
cover costs associated with the 
event including the race registra-
tion company, timing technology, 
insurance, and security details. 
Sponsorship levels are:

• Presenting Sponsor $2,000 
• Platinum Sponsor $750 
• Gold Sponsor $500 
• Silver Sponsor $250 
• Friend Sponsor $100 
• Door Prize Sponsor

A complete list of  sponsorship 
benefits is listed on The Pantry’s 
website www.franklinfoodpantry.
org. Potential sponsors are en-
couraged to sign up prior to Nov. 
9. 

To date, the following organi-
zations and individuals have gra-
ciously committed to sponsoring 
the event:

Platinum Sponsors: MyFM 
101.3, Next9Up, The Church of  
Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints

Gold Sponsorship: Franklin 
Knights of  Columbus #1847, 
Paul A. Longobardi & Sons 
Trucking

Silver Sponsorship: Franklin 
Matters, Vendetti Motors, Em-
mons LLC, Starr and Glick Or-
thodontists, Mike and Maureen 
Sabolinski, Nutrify Performance 
Nutrition for Women, LLC 

For more information on the 
12th annual Franklin Turkey 
Trot, please visit www.franklin-
foodpantry.org.

 Runners take part in the 2021 Franklin Turkey Trot. 

TOE WARMER BOOTS
from Canada

Waterproof , Super Warm & Cozy
You can wear them in a River!

SIZES AS LISTED
TALL BOOT

$169
OTHERS $149

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

Race participant Julia DiMarino 
dresses as a turkey at the 2021 
Franklin Turkey Trot.

Franklin Art November Meeting 
Features Artist Brittany Haynes

The Franklin Art Association 
welcomes Brittany Haynes to be 
the featured artist on November 
1 at 6:30 p.m., at the Franklin 
Senior Center. Brittany is home 
from an artist in residence po-
sition in Europe. Inspired by 
Buddism and theater and influ-
enced by John Singer Sargent, 
Johannes Vermeer and Japanese 
Painting, she endeavors to de-
velop a style that combines im-
pressionistic handling of  paint 
with the detail of  Classical Re-
alism.

Haynes will be demonstrat-
ing her approach to oil painting 
in this style and will be open to 

questions during her featured 
presentation. Meetings are free 
and open to the public at 6:30 
p.m. The Franklin Art Associa-

tion is sponsored in part by the 
Franklin Cultural Council.
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Franklin Food Pantry to Hold Annual 
Food Elves Campaign
Middle and High School Students 
Encouraged to Volunteer 

The Franklin Food Pantry, 
which provides supplemental 
food assistance and programs 
to more than 1,300 individuals 
each year, will hold the 18th an-
nual Food Elves Campaign. This 
holiday season, middle and high 
school students will volunteer as 
Food Elves and solicit monetary 
donations for The Pantry in their 
neighborhoods and online. 

The need for assistance is par-
ticularly high this year as The 
Pantry has seen a sharp increase 
in client registrations and visits 
since moving to its new loca-
tion in the summer of  2023. In 
September, average weekly visits 
to The Pantry increased by 36 
percent compared to the same 
month last year. By participating 
in the Food Elves Campaign, the 
community can help alleviate the 
rising demand and provide relief  
for individuals and families expe-
riencing food insecurity.

“The Food Elves Campaign 
was launched in 2005, and 
thanks to the dedication and vol-
unteerism of  hundreds of  young 
adults and the generosity of  
Franklin residents, the program 
has grown into The Pantry’s larg-
est fundraiser of  the year,” said 
Tina Powderly, Executive Direc-
tor, Franklin Food Pantry. 

“Last year, more than 240 
students raised over $93,000, 
and we hope to exceed last year’s 
number to meet the growing de-
mand in Franklin and beyond.” 

In addition to helping address 
hunger, the Food Elves Cam-
paign provides valuable oppor-
tunities for youth. Volunteering 
can help improve self-esteem, de-
velop career skills and interests, 
build relationships, and educate 
teens on issues affecting their 
community. Individuals who are 
interested in becoming a Food 
Elf  can register online and re-

ceive a detailed toolkit with in-
structions and guidance from a 
parent in their assigned district. 
Volunteers receive up to 12 com-
munity service hours. The dead-
line to sign up as an in-person 
Food Elf  is Nov. 8, and Nov. 30 
for an online-only Food Elf.

Franklin residents can expect 
to receive a purple Franklin Food 
Pantry donation envelope and 
collection instructions from their 
neighborhood Food Elf  follow-
ing the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Donations can also be mailed to 
The Pantry or made online. For 
more information about becom-
ing a Food Elf  or supporting the 
Franklin Food Pantry, please visit 
www.franklinfoodpantry.org.  

For rates and info on advertising, 
please call Jen at 508-570-6544

 or email her at
 jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

Fine Jewelers since 1936

68 Main Street, Franklin, MA
508-528-2300

valleesjewelers.com

WE RESTORE VINTAGE MECHANICAL WRIST AND POCKET WATCHES

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

♦ Driveways  
♦ Parking Lots  
♦ Pressure Washing
♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair

FPAC to Present Hilarious 
Comedy Buyer & Cellar Starring 
Paul Rescigno

The Franklin Performing Arts 
Company (FPAC) will continue 
their 2023-24 season with the 
hilarious comedy Buyer & Cel-
lar starring Paul Rescigno No-
vember 17-19 at THE BLACK 
BOX. Directed by Nick Paone.  

Alex Moore has a story to tell. 
A struggling actor in L.A., he 
takes a job working in the Mal-
ibu basement of  a beloved mega-
star. One day, the Lady Herself  
comes downstairs to play. It feels 
like real bonding in the base-
ment, but will their relationship 
ever make it upstairs? Buyer & 
Cellar is an outrageous comedy 
about the price of  fame, the cost 
of  things, and the oddest of  odd 
jobs. Winner of  the 2014–2015 
Lucille Lortel Award for Out-
standing Solo Show.

Paul Rescigno is a Los Ange-
les based actor who has previ-
ously performed on the FPAC 
stage in Something Rotten! (Nigel), 
The Drowsy Chaperone (Gangster 
2), and Sweeney Todd (Pirelli). He 
has written for The Late Show with 

David Letterman and appeared 
on TV in The Resident (FOX), 
The Other Two (HBO Max), Odd 
Mom Out (Bravo), Late Show with 
David Letterman (CBS), Unbreakable 
Kimmy Schmidt (Netflix), Mozart 
in the Jungle (Amazon), Black Box 
(ABC). His theater credits in-
clude Boats And…, The Boys From 
Syracuse, and The Comedy of  Er-
rors. Rescigno studied at Shake-

speare’s Globe in London and 
holds a BFA in Acting from Syr-
acuse University. Along with his 
twin brother Robbie, he writes 
and performs their award-win-
ning comedy show The Rescig-
nos.

FPAC is an Actors’ Equity 
Small Professional Theater com-
pany based at THE BLACK 
BOX in downtown Franklin. 
Each season, FPAC produces 
musicals, plays, ballets, and more 
featuring Broadway stars, profes-
sional actors, local artists, and 
students of  the arts. Later this 
season, FPAC will present Bright 
Star, an immersive Tarzan star-
ring Broadway’s original Tarzan 
Josh Strickland, and August: Osage 
County. 

Content Warning: Buyer & 
Cellar contains some strong 
language. Buyer & Cellar runs 
November 17-19 at THE 
BLACK BOX. For tickets 
and more information, visit 
FPAConline.com or call the box 
office at 508-528-3370.

Camy 5K Run 
November 11th

The 23rd consecutive 
annual in-person USATF-
certified Camy 5K Run & 
David 5K Walk will be held 
on Veterans Day Sat., Nov. 
11, 2023, at the Walpole 
Italian-American Club, 109 
Stone St., Walpole. The fun-
draising event benefits the 
Walpole Community Food 
Pantry, I-A Club/Society 
and the Carol Hunt-Clerici 
Chamber Music Series Cler-
ici Quartet. It features the 
competitive Camy 5K Run, 
fun David 5K Walk, free 50-
yard Rosina Fun Run dash 

for kids 11 and under, and 
two raffles of  gift certificates, 
athlete autographed items, 
clothing, gifts, etc.

Register available on-
line (https://www.ac-
t ive.com/walpole-ma/
running/dis tance-run-
ning-races/23rd-annual-
camy-5k-run-and-david-
5k-walk-2023?int=72-3-A1 
), by mail (www.paulclerici.
com/camydavid5k), or on 
race day. For information, e-
mail camydavid5k@yahoo.
com or call (508) 668-2249.
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“I highly recommend Susan 
Morrison for your realtor needs. 

As a seller, I found Susan 
exceptional in her expertise to 
sell our home. She thoroughly 

explained every step of the 
process and was available to us 
whenever we had questions.”

~Julie L.

308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696508-520-9696

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“Eileen was wonderful to work 
with and I would definitely 
recommend her to family 

and friends. She is extremely 
knowledgeable and helped 
us find our home in a very 

competitive market.”
~Tim & Julie

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

205 Jordan Road 205 Jordan Road 
Franklin $700,000Franklin $700,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

368 Partridge Street 368 Partridge Street 
Franklin $685,000Franklin $685,000

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

69 Prospect Street 69 Prospect Street 
Franklin $850,000Franklin $850,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

357 Union Street 357 Union Street 
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

8 Museum Way Unit 16048 Museum Way Unit 1604
 Cambridge Cambridge

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

13 Magnolia Drive  13 Magnolia Drive  
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

12 Debra Lane  12 Debra Lane  
BellinghamBellingham

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

SOLDFOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

168 Red Brook Road  168 Red Brook Road  
E. FalmouthE. Falmouth

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

SOLD SOLDUAG UAG

We give thanks for your friendship,  We give thanks for your friendship,  
your trust and your referrals.your trust and your referrals.

 

Franklin Senior Center Events for November
• Lights, Camera, Action. Our 

Senior Players have their Fall 
Performance on Tuesday, No-
vember 7th and 14th at 11 
a.m. They will be performing 
three short stories. Must Sign 
Up to Attend Free Perfor-
mance!

• The Tri-County Legal and 
Protective Students will be 
presenting on how to prevent 
falling victim to scams on 
Wednesday, November 8th at 
10:15 a.m.

• Join us as we partner with 
the Franklin Food Pantry and 
the YMCA for our MOBILE 
FOOD PANTRY on Wednes-
day, November 8th at 11 a.m.

• Alan Ames Thinks He’s Funny 
and is coming to provide an 
hour of  comedy. Be Prepared 
to Laugh on Wednesday, No-
vember 8th at 2 p.m.

• Interested in volunteerism? 
Come learn about Franklin’s 

preschool (ECDC) Ambassa-
dor program with new Prin-
cipal Andy Bernabei. Op-
portunities to volunteer in a 
classroom reading to children, 
helping with centers, or on the 
playground. Flexible schedule! 
A great opportunity to con-
nect with young children and 
be a role model. Tuesday, No-
vember 14th at 9:45 a.m.

• Allies and Members of  the 
LGBTQIA+ community are 
welcome to join us for an ice 
cream tasting with puzzles and 
games on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 15th at 6 p.m. Build con-
nections and forge new friend-
ships in a welcoming space 
designed to celebrate diversity!

• Join Suzanne Wamsley, Direc-
tor of  Youth and Community 
Engagement at the BAA, for 
an informal round table dis-
cussion on the Boston Mara-
thon on Thursday, November 
16th at 11 a.m.

• Monthly Party: Friendsgiving 
with live entertainment! Enjoy 
a delicious turkey meal, friend-
ship, and music on Friday, No-
vember 17th at 11 a.m. $6/
person. Must Sign Up!

• Feel the beat, learn some new 
rhythms, and make friends at 
our Drum Circle. Drums and 
Percussions supplied or you 
can bring your own. Monday, 
November 20th at 11 a.m. $3/
person. Must Sign Up!

SAVE THE DATE - Winter Won-
derland: A Community Holiday 
Light Event on Thursday, Decem-
ber 14th 4:30-7 p.m. Come out for 
an evening of  holiday cheer to see 
a display of  beautifully decorated 
Holiday Trees and decor while 
enjoying live entertainment, hot 
cocoa & cookies, and a visit from 
Santa & Mrs. Clause! Fun for the 
whole family! 

Next Friends of 
Franklin Elders Meeting 
November 17th

The Friends of  Franklin 
Elders, Inc. (FOFE) is a pri-
vate, non-profit organization 
whose purpose is to provide 
funds for programs, services, 
and equipment for the Frank-
lin Senior Center that cannot 
be provided by state or local 
government. The Friends 
raise funds through mem-
bership fees, donations, and 
special events to promote ac-
tivities and services that ben-
efit elders in Franklin and to 
purchase needed accessories, 
equipment or furnishings for 
the Senior Center. You can 
support the Franklin Senior 
Center by joining the Friends 
of  Franklin Elders, Inc. 
(FOFE) at $10 for Franklin 
seniors and $20 for Franklin 
non-seniors or out-of-town 
seniors. To join, just mail 

your donation to: FOFE, 
10 Daniel McCahill Street, 
Franklin, MA 02038.

All are invited to join in 
FOFE meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Franklin Senior Cen-
ter. Upcoming meetings are 
planned for: November 17, 
2023, December 15, 2023, 
January 26, 2024, February 
23, 2024, March 22, 2024, 
April 26, 2024, and May 24, 
2024.

The Friends of  Frank-
lin Elders will be planning 
their Second Annual Winter 
Wonderland for December 
14th, from 4:30-7 p.m. at the 
Franklin Senior Center, 10 
Daniel McCahill St., Frank-
lin. (snow date: Dec. 18th)

For more information, call 
(508) 520-4945.
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

CONTACT JIM FOR ALL YOUR MORTGAGE NEEDS

Jim Hanewich’s 30 years of experience can assist you with First-Time homebuyer, FHA, 
VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment with Jim at 40 South Street, Suite 1, Wrentham, MA 02093. 

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

LAURA LOWE, REALTOR®
THE AGENCY

Serving Franklin~All Metrowest~
Cape Cod & Beyond!
C: 508.317.8768
E: Laura.Lowe@theagency.com

THINK BUY ~ THINK SELL ~ THINK LAURA!
Discover a New Level of Marketing and Service in 

Today’s Real Estate Market
LAURA LOWE has the marketing expertise and industry experience to 
guide you through the home selling and buying process with confidence! 
LAURA LOWE will tend to the details so you can tend to the packing!

Seth Giler Returns to 
Franklin’s Circle of 
Friends

Seth Glier returns to 
the Circle of  Friends Cof-
feehouse on Saturday, 
November 18th. He is a 
seasoned troubadour, a 
singer-songwriter, pro-
ducer and multi-instru-
mentalist who averages 
over 250 live performances 
annually.  He’s shared the 
stage with artists as di-
verse as James Taylor, Ani 
DiFranco, Edwin McCain, 
Martin Sexton, Emmylou 
Harris and Ryan Adams, 
and has quickly become 
known for his passion-
ate live sets and powerful 
command of  both piano 
and guitar. 

His new album Everything 
is a collection of  eight songs in-
viting us to imagine a future in 
which humans and the planet 
are re-aligned into mutual res-
toration. The album is an ac-
knowledgement of  the sacred 
connections that exist between 
all living things and is an active 
questioning of  what might be 
possible collectively. Everything 
is a reminder that the future is 
something we always have an 
influence over.

The Circle of  Friends Cof-
feehouse is a non-profit organi-
zation affiliated with Franklin’s 
First Universalist Society. 
Concerts are presented in a 
smoke free and alcohol-free 
environment at the Society’s 
handicapped accessible Meet-
inghouse, 262 Chestnut St. in 
Franklin, and begin at 8 p.m.; 
doors open at 7:30 p.m. Bever-
ages and gourmet desserts will 
be available. Please visit https://
www.circlefolk.org/  for more 
information.

Franklin Knights to Hold Christmas Card Drive
The Knights of  Columbus 

(Sacred Heart Council, Frank-
lin MA) is holding our annual 
Christmas Fundraiser at St. 
Mary Church in Franklin, MA 
for those who are “in need”. All 
proceeds will benefit the Soci-
ety of  St. Vincent de Paul. The 

Knights will have a table set up 
outside the church after Mass on 
Saturday, December 10th and 
Sunday, December 11th. They 
will be selling Stop & Shop gift 
cards (5% of  sale benefits St. 
Vincent). 

In recognition of  significant 

need, we are also suggesting a 
second way you can share your 
generosity: by donating one or 
more of  the gift cards you pur-
chased (100% of  donated cards 
benefit St. Vincent). Simply drop 
a purchased gift card into the 
Donation Box.

ONLINE GIVING OP-
TION: If  people would prefer 
to contribute online, please visit 
our Website  https://kofc1847.
org/food-card-drive-donations. 
Online orders will accept Credit 
Cards. On the website there will 
be a link(s) to Donate Food Cards 

- Christmas Food Card Drive. 
(Please note that the website will 
accept donations for this food 
card drive from November 15th 
until December 15th.)

We thank you in advance for 
your continued compassion and 
charity for those less fortunate!

Proudly serving our community for 70 years!!Proudly serving our community for 70 years!!

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056
www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

We’re Still here through others mergers and closings!

Some of our Great Services: 
• Only drive up ATM in Norfolk
• Free Bill Payer
• Free online banking
• Our new FREE app! 
• Great rates on savings and loans
• Personal service only a community 

credit union can provide!
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Lorraine KuneyLorraine Kuney
508-380-9938508-380-9938

lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” “The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

I am collecting for my Annual Food Pantry  I am collecting for my Annual Food Pantry  
Drive from November 1-30thDrive from November 1-30th

 I CAN PICK UP FROM ANY LOCATION. I CAN PICK UP FROM ANY LOCATION.
Current High Priority Needs are:  Current High Priority Needs are:  
• Cereal boxes - assorted - 10oz.-18oz. • Cereal boxes - assorted - 10oz.-18oz. 

• Gluten Free shelf-stable items• Gluten Free shelf-stable items
• Baby Diapers - size 1-6  • Baby Wipes• Baby Diapers - size 1-6  • Baby Wipes

Assorted Bags of Chips 8-10 oz.Assorted Bags of Chips 8-10 oz.
Hot Chocolate Mix  •  ToothpasteHot Chocolate Mix  •  Toothpaste

Disinfectant Wipes  •  Pet Food  •  Kitty LitterDisinfectant Wipes  •  Pet Food  •  Kitty Litter
Shelf Stable ItemsShelf Stable Items

Thanks for Giving!  

Everyone Have a Safe & Happy Thanksgiving!

For more information on high priority needs, please contact me at For more information on high priority needs, please contact me at 
lorrainekuney@gmail.com or check the Franklin Food Pantry lorrainekuney@gmail.com or check the Franklin Food Pantry 

website: www.franklinfoodpantry.orgwebsite: www.franklinfoodpantry.org
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