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Chris and Jenifer Danlels of Grocery Outlet in Orangevale, and Supervisor Sue Frost present Andrea Scollay, Executive Director of
the OV-FO Foodbank with the big check to help feed 500 families this Thanksgiving! Photo courtesy of MaryAnne Povey

By MaryAnne Povey

ORANGEVALE-FAIR 0AKS, CA
(MPG) - Carve the turkey!
The 4th Annual Turkey
Bowl results are in, and
they're deliciously good!
This year’s target was to
raise $15,000 to serve up
Thanksgiving dinners for
500 local families in need,
through the Orangevale-
Fair Oaks Foodbank’s food
distribution program. And
guess what? We didn't just
meet the goal, we exceeded
it with a grand total of
$16,518! That’s 660
sponsored turkeys! This
incredible show of support
will truly make a difference
for our neighbors in need.
In what’s becoming a
“Turkey Bowl tradition,”
16 teams made up of
business owners and com-
munity leaders joined
forces to compete for the
coveted title of Turkey
Bowl Champs 2023. But
there was a twist this year -
a contest to see who could
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A new contender, Matt Corwin of Tam #CrWINNERs shows
great form during his first throw down aisle 5 at Grocery

Outlet! Photo by Tim Engle

bring in the most pledges
and sponsors for turkeys.
Here are the results...

Let’s give a hearty round
of applause to our Turkey
Bowl champions: In First
Place, the seasoned win-
ners, Moore’s Garage
Gravy Train! Taking
Second Place in their first
appearance, it’s The Tri
Tippers - L & M Liquor &

Deli/All Events! And Third
Place goes to Team LEG-
acy, making an outstanding
debut performance. These
teams displayed incred-
ible skill and spirit, and
their efforts paid off in
the championship rounds.
Congratulations to all of
them!

A special shout-out to
all the teams who rallied

support to help us reach
our goal this year. Team
Tri-Tippers deserves a spe-
cial mention for bringing
in a whopping $1,074, and
a tip of the hat to Squires
Squawkers, who brought in
over $800.

But the real winners
here aren't just the com-
peting teams; it's the folks
who will benefit from the
proceeds and all those gen-
erously donated turkeys for
the Orangevale-Fair Oaks
Food Bank. This event
truly embodies the spirit of
giving and unites our won-
derful community.

There are countless
individuals and organiza-
tions to thank for making
this year’s Turkey Bowl a
smashing success:

Our event sponsors:
Gold Turkey sponsors
Supervisor Sue Frost and
Taco Bell, Silver Turkey
sponsors Orangevale
Chamber of Commerce,
7-11, and The Swenson

Continued on page 2

Celebrating the Light Rail Modernization iject

—

LIGHT RAIL

Groundbreaking ceremony at Iron Point Station on Wednesday, November 8, 2023, which will connect Folsom with 15-minute
light rail services. From left to right: SacRT Board Chair and Sacramento County Supervisor Patrick Kennedy, Assemblymember
Kevin McCarty, Michael Cahill, President of Siemens Mobility in North America, Darren Suen, Chief of Staff for Assemblymember
Stephanie Nguyen and Elk Grove Councilmember, Mike Kozlowski, SacRT Board Director and Folsom City Councilmember, and
SacRT General Manager/CEO Henry Li. Photo courtesy of SacRT

SacRT News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
Regional Transit District

(SacRT) recognized a sig-
nificant milestone on
November 8, 2023, with
the celebration of the
Light Rail Modernization

Project and groundbreak-
ing ceremony for Folsom
15-minute light rail ser-
vice. This groundbreaking
marks the beginning of

construction for the passing
track near Glenn/Robert
G. Holderness Station, a
pivotal step in enhancing

Continued on page 2

Sacramento
County Honors
and Serves
Our Veterans

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - Sacramento
County extends its deep-
est gratitude and respect to
the veterans of this region
for their unwavering com-
mitment, courage, and
sacrifice in defending our
nation. These brave men
and women have selflessly
dedicated their lives to
preserving our freedoms
and protecting the values
we hold dear.

Sacramento County is
proud to be home to more
than 84,000 veterans.
As this vital segment of
our population continues
to increase, Sacramento
County Veterans Services,
part of the Department
of Human Assistance,
encourages veterans to
take advantage of the
available benefits and
resources that are in place
to not only assist veterans
but family members and
dependents.

Benefits range from
disability compensa-
tion (due to injuries/
illness resulting from ser-
vice-related activities)
to VA Pension, which is
monthly financial assis-
tance to low-income,
wartime Veterans over
the age of 65 and/or
those who are “totally
disabled.” Surviving
spouses may also receive
benefits.

We assist local veterans
in applying for benefits
offered through the U.S.
Department of Veterans
Affairs, the State of
California and local gov-
ernment entities.

Veterans Services
is also responsible for
administering the College
Fee Waiver Program for
Veterans' Dependents.
This program is afforded
to spouses, unmarried
surviving spouses, and
children of service-con-
nected disabled or service
related deceased veter-
ans. Eligible dependents
are not required to pay
"mandatory system
wide" tuition and fees
while attending either
a California commu-
nity college, a campus
of the California State
University (Cal State) sys-
tem, or a campus of the
University of California
(UC) system. This pro-
gram not only provides
eligible dependents with
the incentive but also the
opportunity to pursue their
goals.

Some of the services we
assist with are:

Service-Connected
Disability Compensation
Benefits; Non-Service-
Connected Disability

Continued on page 2
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Celebrating the Light Rail
Modernization Project

SacRT is testing 17 new low-floor trains built at Siemens Mobility in south Sacramento,
modifying station platforms along the Gold Line to meet the height requirements. Photo courtesy
of SacRT

Continued from page 1
the transit experience for Folsom area
riders.

Starting January 2024, construc-
tion will require a temporary light rail
service disruption between Historic
Folsom and Iron Point stations. To min-
imize inconvenience, SacRT will offer
shuttle bus service during this period,
ensuring riders can still access the
impacted stations. For park-and-ride
users, Iron Point Station will serve as
the primary boarding point for down-
town-bound trains. Construction is
expected to last approximately six
months.

Upon completion, the new pass-
ing track will allow for 15-minute
light rail service frequency, compared
to 30-minutes today, for Hazel, Iron
Point, Glenn/Robert G. Holderness
and Historic Folsom stations.
Also, the new low-floor light rail
trains will begin service along the
Gold Line.

“As we embark on this transfor-
mative journey, we recognize the
temporary disruptions and inconve-
nience this may cause our riders,” said
SacRT General Manager/CEO Henry
Li. “We are working diligently to
streamline the construction process and
provide alternative transit options to
mitigate any inconvenience for our val-
ued passengers.”

“This construction project represents
a significant leap forward in our efforts
to modernize Sacramento’s transit sys-
tem,” said SacRT Board Chair and
Sacramento County Supervisor Patrick
Kennedy. “The 15-minute Folsom light
rail service will not only reduce travel
time but also enhance the overall com-
muter experience, aligning with our
commitment to providing efficient and
accessible public transportation.”

“Efficient public transportation is
a keystone for economic develop-
ment, educational opportunities and a
healthier future,” said Congresswoman
Doris Matsui. “Earlier this year,
SacRT was awarded a $45 million fed-
eral grant to advance the purchase

of new low-floor light rail cars that
will greatly improve accessibility
and support more frequent service
to the last seven miles of the Gold
Line. We are excited to see the Light
Rail Modernization Program come
to fruition.”

“The Sacramento Regional Transit
Light Rail Modernization Project exten-
sion to Folsom will provide residents
with more options to travel through the
Capital region, create jobs and boost
the local economy, and increase safety
by reducing traffic on local highways,”
said Congressman Kevin Kiley. “I am
glad to support this project that will
help residents of the Sacramento area,
and I look forward to seeing the com-
pleted project in the coming years.”

“We are now on the path to allevi-
ating congestion and creating a more
efficient, accessible and sustainable
transportation network for our com-
munity, thanks in part to the Solutions
for Congested Corridors grant from the
state in 2018, which secured $20 mil-
lion for this transformative project,”
said Assemblymember Kevin McCarty.
“I’m thrilled to see the positive impact
it will have on the lives of our residents.
Together we are shaping a brighter,
more connected future for Sacramento.”

The Light Rail Modernization
Project, including the addition of new
low-floor trains and station platform
modifications, underscores SacRT's
commitment to sustainable, state-of-
the-art public transportation solutions.

SacRT is currently in the testing pro-
cess for 17 new low-floor trains, which
were built at Siemens Mobility in south
Sacramento. SacRT has an order of 36
trains with the option to purchase up to
76. SacRT has also been actively mod-
ifying station platforms along the Gold
Line to meet the height requirements of
the new low-floor trains. The trains are
expected to be in service on the Gold
Line by summer 2024.

For more information on the
project and updates on service dis-
ruptions, please visit sacrt.com/
modernization *

Sacramento County Honors and
Serves Our Veterans

Continued from page 1

Pension Benefits; Dependency Indemnity
Compensation (DIC) Benefits; Death
Pension Benefits; Aid & Attendance
Entitlement; VA Medical Care Eligibility
& Access; Vocational Rehabilitation

Benefits; California College Fee Waiver
Program; VA Life Insurance; State
Veterans Homes; Requests for Military
Records; Discharge Upgrade Information;
Burial Benefits; Other Ancillary Benefits
& Programs. *

Visit:
Sacramento County Veterans Services Office
3970 Research Drive, Sacramento, CA 95838
8 a.m. — 4 p.m. Monday - Friday
Email: DHA-VET@saccounty.gov or call: 916-874-6811

A Record-Breaking Feast!

Derek Maldonado (2nd Place), Kathleen Massae, (3rd place), Bill Paine & Jim Moore (1st place)
Andrea Scollay, OV-FO Foodbank, MaryAnne Povey and Michael Povey, Emcee. Photo by Tim Engle

Continued from page 1

Law Firm, Bronze Turkey sponsors
Easystumps, Heirloom Acres Farm, Luz
Johnson LPL Financial Advisor, Mount
Vernon Memorial Park & Mortuary,
Total Landscape Concepts, and YK for
Assembly.

The Copper Clucker sponsors:
American River Urgent Care, Talbot &
Plewe Orthodontist, Dads Kitchen Fair
Oaks, Dan Downey Window Cleaning,
and Paul Burke - Idaho Realtor.

A big shout-out to our amazing com-
munity for generously answering the call,
our dedicated volunteers, the generous
donors for our raffle, our fantastic event
hosts, Chris and Jenifer Daniels of Grocery
Outlet, and the talented team at Orangevale
Live for their coordination, streaming, and
capturing the memorable moments!

“Everything went off without a hitch,”
remarked MaryAnne Povey, the event
coordinator. “In addition to the fun and
overwhelming support, we paid tribute to
our veterans, with Dezy (of Dezy’s Beef
Bread and Beer) and Jack Frost repre-
senting the Vets for Freedom Team. They
presented our colors, led the Pledge of
Allegiance, and added a patriotic touch to
kick off the event.”

A heartfelt thank you to our fabulous
food sponsors: Badfish Coffee & Tea,
Chick-fil-A Granite Bay, and Taco Bell,
for keeping our participants energized and
satisfied with delectable treats.

Sean Palmer of Palmer’s Poultry Pummelers,
a veteran of Turkey Bowl, shows how it’s done
during Turkey Bowl 2023, down aisle 5 of
Grocery Outlet! Photo by Tim Engle

This year’s Turkey Bowl not only broke
records but also showcased the incredible
heart and generosity of our community.
We're grateful to everyone who played a
part in making this event a true celebration
of the spirit of giving. With full hearts,
we look forward to sharing the warmth
of Thanksgiving with those who need it
most. Wishing everyone a very happy
Thanksgiving! *
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Sacramento

CHORAL SOCIETY

& Orchestra

A History of the Orangevale

Donald Kendrick, Music Director

Brown tree” as it had very

i s

Chris_tm_as Tree

The Orangevale Community Tree Lighting on December 1st
begins the Christmas holiday season in our region. Photo courtesy
of Kay Barnes

By Joyce Krueger

It is the holiday sca-
son! We are looking
forward to joining our
friends and family at hol-
iday events this year. Do
you know we have an
Orangevale community
Christmas tree?

The tree is a live tree
which grows in the cir-
cle in front of the
Orangevale Community
Center all year. The Park
was established, and the
Community Center was
built in 1996 at 6825
Hazel Avenue. The tree
was planted in 1997 by
Park Superintendent,
Chuck West, and his
maintenance crew.
Landscaping was part of
the development of the

Business

park after many remem-
ber it as a cow pasture.

The community
tree was donated by
Lumberjack Store, and
it came to the park in a
box rather than a bucket
which they thought was
fitting for Orangevale.
They determined the
tree was appropriate for
Christas and therefore, it
was planted in the circle
in front of the Community
Center in hopes of it being
decorated every year for
Christmas.

Not long after this tree
was planted, a truck enter-
ing the roundabout lost
control and drove over
the newly planted tree.
The tree was not always
everyone’s favorite. The
staff called it “A Charlie

BestofFairOaks.com

few nice branches, most
were gangly and droopy
and was only about four
feet tall. Several people
tried to dissuade the park
district from planting the
tree in the center round-
about in hopes of finding
one that was “prettier” that
would be more suitable to
be called a community
Christmas tree!

Miraculously the tree
survived thanks to the lov-
ing care it received. It is
currently an exceptionally
large and beautiful mon-
ument that is decorated
with various ornaments
and lit every year at
Christmas time. A very
heartwarming ceremony
with the topper placed on
the tree by Santa along
with other community
dignitaries who are lifted
by a cherry picker/crane
piece of equipment while
the crowd enjoys the
event.

Come join the
Community Tree Lighting
in 2023 on December
Ist 6 pm to 7:30 pm.
Everything is free!

Bring your family to
enjoy the events with
refreshments, “Polar
Express” Train Rides,
Children’s Holiday
Activities, Santa
Visits, Tree Lighting
at 6825 Hazel Avenue,
Orangevale.

Bring a canned food
item to donate to the
Orangevale Fair Oaks
Food Bank, your cam-
era for the special Santa
photo and your holiday
cheer!

Joyce Krueger is a mem-
ber of the Orangevale
History Project. *
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HOLIDAYS. - -

1515 J Street
. . HIGHLIGHTS
> Star Carol
R Y. Still, Still, Still
. . > Hallelujah Chorus
°Y White Christmas

Saturday, December 9
3:00 pm Matinee °

- . Sacramento Memorial Auditorium . °

> ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas N

Annual Sacramento Holiday Tradition
with full orchestra, candlelit procession
and audience sing-along

.
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tickets ey y!

e % BOX'OFFICE | 916.808.5181 or TICKETMASTER.com
T SACRAMENTOCHORAL.ORG

Donald Kendrick,
Conductor

Come sing Handel’s
entire Messiah
(including the

soloists’ parts)

TICKETS | General $20
Seniors/Students $15

SACRAMENTOCHORAL.org
online — or at the door

MESSIAH

SING-ALONG

Tue, December 26
at 2:00 pm

Ryan Enright, Organist

First United Methodist Church
2100 J Street, Sacramento

All votes must be cast online at

Only one vote per category per person.

All voting entries must have complete information
or the votes will not be counted.

You're Invited!

Tickets are expected to sell out fast.
Don’t miss your chance to attend the 8th annual “Best of Fair Oaks” event.

This year's event will be held:

Where: North Ridge Country Club, 7600 Madison Ave, Fair Oaks

When: Thursday January 18, 2024

Cost: Contact the Fair Oaks Chamber of Commerce for details
FairOaksChamber.com or call 916-967-2903

D NOV.

ust be located in Fair Oaks or be a Fair Oaks Chamber member.
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Country Day School Receives
Grant for Tech-Focused Learning

7) Consolidated

Sacramento Country Day School

55,000 |

Five Thousand Dollars

Sacramento Country Day School leadership and Consolidated Communications
representatives, including (from the left) head of school Lee Thomsen and Eric Mauck with
Consolidated Communications, Michael Unti, director of technology (holding check) and Curtis
Barkve (far right) with Consolidated Communications celebrate the donation with students on
November 8, 2023. Photo courtesy of Consolidated Communications

Consolidated Communications
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento
Country Day School was recently
awarded a $5,000 grant to support its
program to create a more efficient and
automated vehicle from Consolidated
Communication’s Consolidated
Connects Educational Grant Program.
The program directs support to K-12
schools within the company’s service
area in support of innovative, technol-
ogy-focused learning programs that
advance creative student learning,
develop 21st century skills and pro-
mote critical thinking.

Grant funding will support the
school’s effort to bridge a gap between
the physical skills, and the technol-
ogy and innovation that is taught in
multiple classes. Incorporating the sub-
jects of Computer Science, Advanced
Topics in Science, and Robotics and
Engineering, students at Sacramento
Day Country School will seek to create
a more efficient and automated vehicle.

“We are excited to expand our
engineering opportunities through
the support of Consolidated
Communications, aligning with our
commitment to shaping future lead-
ers,” shared Lee Thomsen, head of
school for Sacramento Country Day
School.

This program will expand student’s
classroom knowledge of automation
and physics, applying this knowledge
on a larger scale. Students currently
apply these principles to robotics kits
successfully, using sensors to help the
robot navigate its environment. Using
a go-kart frame, students will use data
science to improve performance, and
power tools to upgrade and improve
the vehicle. This includes tracking
performance with sensors, seeking to
improve rotation, efficiency and safety,
as well as decrease wind resistance.

“Consolidated Communications is
proud to support such an enriching pro-
gram for local students at Sacramento
Country Day School to gain hands-on
skills and real-world experiences,”
said Ron Fischer, senior director of

Michael Unti, director of technology at
Sacramento Country Day School, sits on
the go-kart used with sensors for tracking
performance, efficiency and safety by his
students. The company’s educational grant
program provides support of the program
to create a more efficient and automated
vehicle. Photo courtesy of Consolidated Communications

operations for Consolidated. “Just as
we invest in our local broadband net-
works, our Consolidated Connects
Educational Grant Program is another
investment in the youth in our com-
munities. We are committed to making
our communities stronger through sup-
port of education programs like this,
which help students learn, grow and
thrive.”

Sacramento Country Day School
is dedicated to inspiring intellec-
tual discovery and engaging a diverse
community to think critically, live cre-
atively, and act compassionately. Small
class sizes and a dynamic learning
environment offer our students oppor-
tunities to discover and joyfully pursue
their unique strengths.

Consolidated Comm-unications
Holdings, Inc. (NASDAQ: CNSL)
is dedicated to moving people, busi-
nesses and communities forward by
delivering the most reliable fiber com-
munications solutions. Consumers,
businesses and wireless and wireline
carriers depend on Consolidated for
a wide range of high-speed internet,
data, phone, security, cloud and whole-
sale carrier solutions. With a network
spanning more than 57,500 fiber route
miles, Consolidated is a top 10 U.S.
fiber provider, turning technology into
solutions that are backed by excep-
tional customer support. Learn more at
consolidated.com. Connect with us on
social media. *

Holiday Lights, Fairytale Delights
at Cal Expo

By D. Givens Media Consulting
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Come and create
lasting memories and celebrate the magic
of the holidays with Imaginarium “Holiday
Lights, Fairytale Delights” at Cal Expo,
Friday, November 17, 2023, to Sunday,
January 7, 2024.

Cal Expo will come alive with the larg-
est holiday light festival in town, with
over 5 million lights! Guests can get lost
in over 10 fully immersive experience
zones that bring beloved fairytales to life.
Explore the worlds of Hansel and Gretel,
Rapunzel, Goldilocks and the Three Bears,
Jack and the Beanstalk, and Thumbelina,
and meet the beautiful princesses of your
childhood. Guests can also wander through
the enchanting landscape that plays home
to over 25 larger-than-life interactive
creatures.

New this year is a mesmerizing show
featuring synchronized music and lights;
three, 30-minute circus shows featuring
performers from around the world show-
casing unique talents including juggling,
contortionism, hula hooping, and more;

the Infinity Mirrors featuring unique selfie
rooms to capture the magic of the holidays.

Enjoy holiday festivities for all ages,
including carnival rides, ice skating, vis-
its with Santa, and shopping for Christmas
gifts, along with sweet treats like mini
donuts, hot cocoa, and hand-made pretzels.

Early-bird discount tickets are on sale
now at Imaginarium360.com/sacramento.
Regular price general admission tick-
ets range from $21-27. Visitors are also
encouraged to follow Imaginarium360
on social media for special deals.
Imaginarium will be open Wednesday -
Thursday: 5 p.m. until 10 p.m. and Friday
- Sunday: 5 p.m. until 11 p.m.

Cal Expo is being transformed daily
until the big reveal.

In 2014, a team of entertainment fanat-
ics set out to create the first-ever Chinese
Lantern Festival in the United States. The
vision was to create an experience for
the entire family where attendees could
venture through a park filled with awe-in-
spiring, illuminated exhibits including
more than 5-million lights, free enter-
tainment, a carnival, ice-skating rink,
and more. *
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with MaryAnne Povey

Plenty of Fun and Giving
Opportunities!

By MaryAnne Povey

Why is it that the holidays come so
fast? Consider this your friendly nudge
to get your shopping done early so you’ll
have time to enjoy all these fantastic,
family-fun activities happening in our
community! Here it goes...

The OV Parks Tree Annual Lighting
is set for December 1, 6 pm - 7:30 pm at
the OV Community Center, 6826 Hazel
Avenue. Come sece the “real” Santa,
Buddy the Elf, and enjoy performances
from local choirs, bands and free treats
from the OV Women’s Club and the OV
Grange, and more! This is a definite bun-
dle up, fun event!

Just our luck, Santa has extended his
visit and will be making his “Santa at the
Museum” debut on Saturday, December
2, 12 pm - 3 pm! Come enjoy FREE
pictures with Santa, cookie decorating,
crafts, food and hot cocoa too! Check
out the new OV History Museum located
at 6920 Hazel Avenue. Park through
the gate behind the museum. For more
information, go to www.orangevalehis-
torymuseum.org

Christmas Lights at Dovewood
Court! Opens December 3 - December
27, 5:30 pm - 10 pm. Walk or drive
through. There’s nearby parking at the
OV Grange for a donation that goes to
helping kids in the community. Also,
don’t forget to stop by Dairy Queen on
your way in or out! Try their Oreo Hot
Chocolate Blizzard, Candy Cane Chill,
Frosted Sugar Cookie Blizzard or one of
their many delicious menu items! Yum!

Watch or be part of the 3rd Annual OV
Holiday Parade of Lights on December
9th! Staging for participants starts at 4:30
pm in front of Green Oaks Elementary

School, with the parade starting at 5:30
pm. The parade route goes north on
Filbert, right on Oak, right on Main, right
on Central and right on Filbert and ends
at Green Oaks Elementary School. Bring
a pair of adult sized sweatpants or make a
cash donation to help the homeless in our
community. Collection will be at the end
of the parade at Santa’s sleigh. Bundle
up! This parade is sure to get you into the
holiday spirit!

This is a yummy holiday favorite you
won’t want to miss. Breakfast with
Santa is happening at the OV Grange,
5807 Walnut Avenue, December 10th,
8 am - 10:30 am! Also see the OV
Women’s Club Gingerbread House
Contest. Gonna be a great morning of
fun and holiday festivity! Bring the

whole family!

Finally, there are lots of “giving”
opportunities if you want to help oth-
ers in need this holiday season. The Last
Tangle is the “One Stop, Donation Drop”
for these programs benefiting local kids:
The OV-FO Kiwanis Annual PJ Drive,
collecting new pajamas for kids of all
ages, The OV Teen Council Stocking
Drive, is collecting blankets, socks,
sweatshirts/hoodies, $5 - $10 gift cards
and other stocking stuffers for local teens,
and lastly, Kayleighann’s 7th Annual
Toy Drive is collecting new, unwrapped
toys for kids of all ages. Stop by 8820
Greenback Lane to drop your items off!
All going to help local kids in need this
holiday season! All items needed by
December 4!

Hope you all have time to enjoy mak-
ing memories with family and friends and
remember the true spirit of the holidays!
Wishing you all a very happy and blessed
holiday season! *

Time for Chnistmas n Fair Oaks

A family gets a visit from Santa. Courtesy photo

Fair Oaks Recreation & Park District
News Release

FAIR OAKS, CA (MPG) - ‘Tis the season to
celebrate old traditions — and make new
ones! The Fair Oaks elves (Fair Oaks
Recreation & Park District and Fair Oaks
Chamber of Commerce, together with our
partners) have come together to make this
December one to remember! The Fair
Oaks community is a special place to live,
work, and play! We hope you find some
activities for you or your family to partic-
ipate in this December, right here in Fair
Oaks!

Be sure to follow us online at the official
Christmas in Fair Oaks Facebook Page for
the most up-to-date information, event
updates and details, and pop-up events.
All of us here at the Fair Oaks Recreation
& Park District and Fair Oaks Chamber
of Commerce would like to wish you a
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a
Rockin' New Year!

To view the 2023 Holiday Guide, visit
forpd.org. *

A man i blue gives Santa a bearhug in front
of the Fair Oaks Christmas Tree. Courtesy photo
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Hands on for Crafty Christmas

I

Crafters come bearing gifts for the annual St John the Evangelist School’s Christmas fair,

December 1, 2, and 3 in Carmichael.

Story and photo
by Susan Maxwell Skinner

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - St John
the Evangelist School’s blowout — “A
Holiday Show of Hands” — will ensure a
crafty Christmas for thousands of shop-
pers on December 1, 2 and 3.

Now in its 45th year and boasting more
than 150 vendors, the market annually fills
the entire Locust Avenue campus with
up to 10,000 guests. Proceeds benefit the
Catholic school.

Entrepreneurism annually soars during
the fundraiser. Wares range from funky
sweaters to metal sculptures and glitter-
ing ornaments. A preview (4-9 pm on
December 1) requires an admission fee,
but Saturday and Sunday browsing is free.
Doors open at 9 am on both weekend days.

Organizers have this year added a prize
opportunity for admission; guests will be
included in a draw for a $100 Visa gift
card. A silent auction will offer hundreds
of items; bids close on Sunday afternoon.
Santa and Mother Claus will visit from 11

am to 2 pm, Saturday and Sunday.

The fair’s gourmet pavilion has been
enlarged to include more food vendors.
“December is a cold month, so hot tod-
dies and Sister Margaret’s famous Irish
coffee will take the chill off,” promises
organizer Pat Holbus. Home-cooked lasa-
gna and other hot dishes will be available
as sit-down or take-out meals throughout
the event. The fair offers a gift wrap ser-
vice and Carmichael’s Boulevard Coffee
will host an Espresso bar, with specialty
coffees.

St John the Evangelist School is located
at 5701 Locust Avenue, in Carmichael.
Because fair traffic clogs surround-
ing streets, free shuttles will run from
Carmichael Elks Lodge parking lot to St
John’s Church.

“People come here from all over
Sacramento — even from out of state,” says
Pat Holbus. “Our market is a Sacramento
tradition. It’s a weekend that says
Christmas is here at last.”

For information, call (916) 481-8845.
Or visit www.holidayshowofhands.com %

Sunrise Marketplace Promises
Magical Moments in December

Photo courtesy of Sunrise Marketplace

By Tamara Warta

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - Christmastime
draws near and the Sunrise Marketplace
(SMP) is ready to jump into the community
with events designed to inspire together-
ness, holiday spirit, and great opportunities
to stay engaged and entertained locally.

The first event on the roster — a portion
of what is known as Magical Moments at
Sunrise Marketplace — is the Laser Light
Show Spectacular and Night Market in
partnership with Kauai’s Night Market,
guests of all ages can enjoy crafts, activ-
ities, vendors, and then a 45-minute
laser light show as the grand finale of
the evening.

The laser light show was formerly put on
in the Lowe’s parking lot across the way
from the Sunrise Mall, but due to space lim-
itations it was moved to the Sunrise Mall
parking lot in recent years. This year, it
is in the Macy’s Men’s parking lot on the
Greenback side of the mall.

Last year, the laser show was projected
onto the wall of the mall, but this year it
will be displayed on a jumbo screen in order
to allow it to be in the Macy’s location with
higher visibility. Besides the night market
and show, there will also be carnival games,
face painting, and even a magic show.
It is a family-friendly activity that SMP
hopes to continue on as a tradition as in
years past.

According to Lisa Cordell, SMP’s
Marketing & Special Projects Manager, the
main goal of the Magic Moments series is
“to bring the community out together — to
just have a fun, safe event and maybe attract
consumers from our secondary trade area.”

"Hopefully they will come back
to shop and dine in the district,”
she said.

The audience enjoys the Sunrise Mall laser light show in 2022.

The laser show and night market is
expected to draw between 500 and 1000
people to its two showings. Performances
are at 6pm and 7pm, and the market and
activities open at 4pm. All activities
are free, and food will be available for
purchase.

While the evening is sure to be a hit, vis-
itors are encouraged to keep in mind that
they will be sitting outside in December.

“It’s going to be cold,” said Cordell.
“Bundle up. If you would like to bring
chairs to watch, you are more than welcome
to.”

If you attend the Laser Light Show
Spectacular and Night Market and love it,
you can continue the Magical Moments
fun throughout the month. Next up is a
Nutcracker performance happening inside
of the Sunrise Mall and performed by Sac
Civic Ballet. This special condensed ver-
sion is being performed at 5:15 PM and
6:10 PM on December 14. Outside of the
performances, there are plenty of interactive
opportunities including an EIf on the Shelf
story hour, character visits with Nutcracker
characters, and special giveaways.

Lastly, on December 21 from 6:00 pm to
9:00 pm, join other members of the commu-
nity for a Winter Wonderland skate party at
Sunrise Rollerland. Tickets are $10 and the
three-hour session starts at 6pm.

SMP hopes to offer more events in 2024,
including the return of Burgers and Brew
in May of 2024. Cordell encourages those
interested in community events to visit
shopsmp.com and get on the newsletter list.

“Always check back for all the activities
that go on in the district. That [website] is a
really good place to find out what’s going
on,” said Cordell. “There are contests going
on continually too, including money and gift
card prizes.” *

Don’t Panic, You Have
Plenty of Time

Dear Dave,

My husband and I have
just $12,000 to pay off
before we’re debt-free.
We’ve paid off almost
$70,000 in debt in the last
two years, and we both just
turned 50. We would like
to buy a house soon, but
we know we need an emer-
gency fund. It would take
us over a year to build up
an emergency fund, so since
we’re getting older, should
we make adjustments to the
Baby Steps?

— Debbie

Dave Ramsey Says

Dear Debbie,

You’ve been making
great progress, and you
obviously have a good
income to be able to pay
off debt that quickly.
But it shouldn’t take you
two a year to build up an
emergency fund, consid-
ering the rate at which
you’ve been paying off
debt.

Yes, you need a fully
funded emergency fund
of three to six months of
expenses set aside before
you start saving a down
payment for a home.
Maybe in your case, you
could lean a little more
toward the three-month
side with your emergency
fund. Then, after you’re
all moved in, you could
revisit the emergency
fund and beef it up to six
months.

Fifty isn’t old, Debbie.
Just stay on course and
stick with the plan. You
two have plenty of time to
get your finances in order
and find a great home!

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an
eight-time mnational
bestselling author, per-
sonal finance expert
and host of “The
Ramsey Show.” He has
appeared on “Good
Morning America,”
“CBS This Morning,”
“Today,” Fox News,
CNN, Fox Business and
many more. Since 1992,
Dave has helped peo-
ple take control of their
money, build wealth and
enhance their lives. He
also serves as CEO for
the company Ramsey
Solutions. *

Niello Responds to the Acceleration
of the Sites Reservoir Project

Office of Senator Roger Niello

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Senator Roger
Niello (R-Fair Oaks) released the fol-
lowing statement regarding Governor
Newsom’s announcement to accelerate the
Sites Reservoir Project:

“As we prepare for another wet winter,
it is imperative to continue pushing water
storage projects forward for California’s
future,” said Niello. “Even though the ben-
efits of the Sties Reservoir have been clear
from the beginning, the project has unnec-
essarily been on hold. While we are still
multiple approvals and years away from

to hear that the Sites Reservoir project is
finally getting the chance to move forward
in an expeditious manner.”

Currently, much of the rainfall
California receives is not captured. As
proposed, Sites Reservoir will be a 1.5
million acre-foot reservoir located in the
Sacramento Valley west of Maxwell and
will capture storm-related runoff and a
portion of storm-related flood water to
increase water supply in drier years.

Elected in 2022, Senator Niello rep-
resents California Senate District 6,
which covers portions of Placer and
Sacramento Counties and all of Sutter and

the construction process, I am pleased

Yuba Counties.

*

Wheel of Fortune Live
at Hard Rock Live Sacramento

Atherton News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - “Wheel of Fortune
LIVE!,” a theatrical expe-
rience, will be coming
to Hard Rock Live at the
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Sacramento. The live stage
show, produced by Right
Angle Entertainment in part-
nership with Sony Pictures
Television and UTA, is the
one-and-only way fans can
experience America’s Game®
in person outside of Sony
Pictures Studios. Hard Rock
Sacramento will host two
shows on December 3, 2023
at 3:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
Ticket info available.

One of the greatest game
shows of all time has been
adapted into a stage show
to give more fans access
and more chances to win at
“Wheel of Fortune LIVE!”
Guests can audition to go
on stage and feel like they
stepped into the game show
itself. The live stage show
is the only way you can
have the chance to spin
a full-sized replica of the
iconic Wheel. At Wheel of
Fortune LIVE!, contestants
are selected from the audi-
ence to go on stage for the
chance to call consonants,
buy vowels, and maybe even
solve puzzles to win fantas-
tic prizes, including trips to
destinations like Paris and
Hawaii or up to $10,000 in
cash. Everyone gets in on
the fun and a chance to win
at Wheel of Fortune LIVE!
because there are audience
games too!

VIP Packages will also
available, and they give fans
early access, premiere seats,
pre-show lounge access
and photo opportunities to
spin the wheel. For tickets
and more information, visit
www. WheelofFortuneLive.
com.

Pat and Vanna will not be

Everyone ets in on the fun and a chance to win at Wheel of

Fortune LIVE! Credit Mason Aschenbrenner

on tour. Wheatland’s tour
will be hosted by Bob Goen.
“Wheel of Fortune Live!” is
a live touring production and
is not for broadcast.

Bob Goen is an American
game show emcee and tele-
vision personality. Bob is
well known for hosting mul-
tiple game shows, including
Home Shopping Game,
The Hollywood Game,
and That’s the Question.
He’s hosted on The Wheel
of Fortune TV show from
1989 — 1991 (CBS) and
then again in 1991 (NBC).
His talents have extended
to hosting multiple Miss
Universe pageants, serving
as a desert-area correspon-
dent for ESPN, and Bob had
a long-standing career with
Entertainment Tonight. He
has voiced a cartoon version
of himself on an episode of
Nickelodeon’s hit TV show
The Fairly OddParents.

Right Angle Entertainment
specializes in the production,
marketing, management and
distribution of live theatrical
and concert events. We work
closely and collaboratively
with managers, producers,
artists, agents, studios and
licensors to bring brands,

talent and properties to life
on stage. RAE’s proud roster
includes: The Price is Right
LIVE!, The Masked Singer
National Tour, The Simon
& Garfunkel Story, Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer:
The Musical, Together
Live with Abby Wambach
and Glennon Doyle, Sasha
Velour’s Smoke & Mirrors
World Tour, Jay Shetty’s
Love Rules World Tour
among many others.

Wheel of Fortune, a TV
version of the popular game
'Hangman,' is the most suc-
cessful syndicated program
in the history of TV and has
earned 7 Emmy® Awards
including the 2011 Emmy®
for Outstanding Game
Show. Hosted by Pat Sajak
and Vanna White since its
debut in 1983, the show has
awarded more than $250
million in cash and prizes
to its contestants. Can you
believe that over 10,000
people audition each year
for the chance to appear
on the show? With more
than 26 million viewers per
week, America's Game con-
tinues to attract a larger
audience than many primetime
TV shows. *
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CALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Superior Landscape Services
Landscaping and Maintenance

« Sprinkler Repair/install « Pruning
* Mowing/Trimming ¢ Fertilizing

[msumed
Lic#784551

(916) 728-5812 » Cell (916) 761-0999
Dave Cochran Owner » dave_SLS@surewest.net

A-1 AFFORDABLE ROOFING
SERVICES, INC

* New Roofs ¢ Certifications ¢ Roof Repairs
* Dry Rot Repairs * Roof Inspections * Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor
\ 1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673

Cell: (916) 206-1613

GREENWAY TREE SERVICE

Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning,
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured

I (916) 224-9750 ¢

Contractor Lic. #1064966

TD SNELL CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

' Concrete, Foundation, Flatwork,
Rough Framing
Residential and Commercial

Remodel and New Construction
Tiny Houses, ADU Homes

DRAINS ONLY

THE DRAIN & SEWER
CLEANING CO.

Charles Mitchell
916-868-5771
CMIR6348@GMAIL.COM

4 Picket Ct. Sacramento, CA:95823
SPB12018-00953

Q"mp Rio Linda Eye Care £

Laser Surgery * Eye Glasses ¢ Contact Lenses

¢ Eyewear for Computer Users

Dr. William Fleischmann
(916) 991-8444

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 Rio Linpa Brvp., Surre B, Rio Linpa

Tom Snell
Cell 916-432-9380 | Office 916-991-1932 | tom.snell@sbcglobal.net

CSLB Lic#585156

' A f
All-American Pro Construction
’ Family-owned & operated.

9 We offer Veterans & Senior Discounts

Great Craftsmanship & Customer Service
Specializing in Kitchen & Bath

Remodels, plus Much More

BIG or sMALL, We Do It All. Give Us a Call.
216-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369, Licensed, Bonded & Insured P

a/ HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

W send I Pog RETIRED COUPLE

justsendit11@yahoo.com
Phone: (916) 723-8855 ® Fax: (916) 723-0208
Mon.-Fri. 10-5  5at. & Sun. CLOSED

7250 Auburn Blvd. #C Citrus Heights, CA 95610
www.justsenditpostal.com

NOTARY * PRINTING * SHREDDING

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS

-

MO

‘ TRACTOR SERVICE

* Mowing * Rototilling
* Discing ¢ Scraper/Loader
Call

(916) 991-8431

& PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric
line under your
SEWER PROBLEMS? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

..and less time
managing
payroll

FREE PAYROLL PROCESSING FOR ONE MONTH IF YOU CALL NOW!

PinnAciE 916-760-7227

SMPLOTEESERIT® www.pinnacleh ro.com

Employment

Come and Experience
God's Amazing Grace

Come grow with us at Grace Baptist Church
where the Old Time Gospel Message is still
preached and God-Honoring music is still sung.
Grace Baptist still stands on the Principles,
Doctrines and Separation, found and taught in
The Bible.

pt )
MPG

Employment and Independent Contractor Positions
at Messenger Publishing Group

We publish ten local newspapers in the Sacramento Region. Our main office is in Carmichael.
We have been publishing for fifteen years and are seeking new qualified employees.

Opportunities

1 SERVICE SCHEDULES
Sunday Schools (All Ages)... 9:45 am
Sunday Worship........cccccccees 11:00 am
e . Sunday Evening....cccooeeeene... 6:00 pm

——

CURRENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

Office Administration — We are seeking a full-time administrative support person for our newspaper
group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the Office Manager. Work hours
are between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through Friday. Previous office management experience is required.

Wednesday Evening........... 7:00 pm

e,
T e — ——
6724 Palm Avenue FGII’ Oa kLS- Production Layout/ Graphic Design — This part-time position assists with the layout of the newspapers
and works with the production staff to create our weekly newspapers. Must have good working knowledge of
InDesign production programs. Must be able to work within our current system and be able to take direction
to meet our deadlines. Previous layout experience is a must. This is an entry level position. Work hours are

between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm.

CA 95628

(Located one bIock_Soufh of Madison; just East of Dewey)
PASTOR CHARLES CARTER

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION (916) 967-3915 WWW.GBCFAIROAKS.NET

Copy Editor — We are seeking a part-time copy editor for our newspaper group. This position works in
the Carmichael office and works directly with Editor. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday
through Friday. Previous editing experience is required.

AMERICAN RIVER
lessenger

Serving Fair Oaks, Orangevale and Sacramento County since 2006

City Reporter — We are seeking a part-time City Reporter for our newspaper group. This position may
be assigned to work in the Carmichael office or another area office and works directly with the Editor. Work

hours are flexible depending on assignments. Previous reporting experience is required.
It is the intent of the American River Messenger to strive
for an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

The American River Messenger is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of
the American River Messenger are copyrighted. Ownership

Advertising Services Support — We are seeking a part-fime Advertising Services Support person for
our newspaper group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the owner of the
company and the advertising/graphics staff. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through
Friday. Previous office experience is required.

Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Delivery Driver for our newspaper group. This position

Publisher, of all advertising created and/or composed by the American would transport newspapers from our Carmichael office to our offices in Marysville and Gridley. Work hours
River Messenger is with the publishing company and written . .
Paul V. Scholl permission to reproduce the same must be obtained from are from 8:30 to 4:00 every Thursday. Must be able to lift and move bundles of newspapers without

the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to:

American River Messenger

7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5, Carmichael, CA 95608.
Subscription rate is $39 per year in Fair Oaks and
Orangevale. The American River Messengeris published
twice-montly.

Call 916-773-1111 for more information.

assistance. Must have your own reliable cargo van. This is an independent contractor position and pays a

American River Messenger
flat rate for your service.

is amember of Messenger

Publishing Group
Newsstand Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Newsstand Deliver Driver for our newspaper

group. This position works from the Carmichael office and delivers to our locations in the West Sacramento/
Sacramento Region. Work hours are from 8:30 to 5:00 Thursday and/or Friday. Must be able to ift and
move bundles of newspapers without assistance. You must have a reliable vehicle. This is an independent
contractor position.

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

To find out more or to apply:
Email your questions or resume to Publisher@MPG8.com
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats by Jeff Pickering e GO R G
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LOOKING FOR MY CANT FIND
Lo5T WATGH. THE TIME.

Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

" SNoW AND BITTER CoLD )
| ALREADY...REALLY?

OH COME ON, IT WAS
JUST THANK SGIVING!
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1 WISH THS SEASON WouLD )

ICANTSK SPEAKS On) HOW
A SEES ME OLVE. BT To
HE MasT

SHE'S ALWAYS GOTEK ME
BACK, WHEN MoBODY ELSE IS
WAT HE, | KNOWS OLVE

WILL STAND B ME SIDE,

— - .
HE oR E { OULWVE A g
VGHT AN ERY STRAVED cubce.

ADVENTURE S W

WE MET. FHDN ME |y 0
LOST PARENKS? pay
FACH SEA HaG!

%
WHEN ®
TVE FELT LOST,
SHE STAYED WAT ME
.

AN | AW TSR

A TO ME. SHE'S .
ZACTLY MUCH | R

THE MOST LOVELY
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HENRY BOLTINOFF  Find at least six differences in details between panels.

by Gary Kopervas
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“This is the first forest you couldn’t see for
the trees!”

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢ THE 1980s

CLUES CROSSWORD
O E S ACROSS
1. *"Heaven's on Fire”
I C T band
5. *Setting of “Cheers”
TV show
A 8. Derive
13.“I'm __you!”

14. Gas station brand
15. Affirmatives

16. Image in Orthodox
Church

17. *Robert Wagner

or Stephanie Powers,
onTV

18. *Vote for H.W. Bush,

e.g.
19. *Weird Al’s last
name

21. Forum, pl.
22.Dog-____book
23. Clingy plant

24. Spiky succulent
27. Accumulates (2
words)

31. Turkish military
leader

32. Consequence

35. *Wintour of Vogue
36. Zoroaster follower
38.Ein B.C.E.

39. #53 Down, third
person singular

40. Do like exhaust pipe
41. Hertz' offering

43. Extra cost

44, Expert, in UK. (2
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b= b (] -
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DIM<|O
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words)
46. *Ricky Martin's boy Off First Month
E band of New Se

48. Arrival time acronym
49. *Piano player Lee
Curreri on “Fame”

Consumer

888-804-0913

51. *Baltimore player
53. *Mikhail Gor-
bachev's policy

56. Recipient of money
57. *Umberto Eco’s “The
__ ofthe Rose”

58. Oration station

60. Some tournaments
61. In the thick of

62. Place, in French
63. Not at all good

64. Bitty

65. Other than what is

Classified

13 ase call B88-804-0913

Advertising

© StatePoint Media

37. *Washington's volcano

3111819671245
5121614138111 71]9
ol7l4l2]1]5l8]3]6 - —
DOWN Mogntiui ) }_'i - Call today and receive a %
Sell Your St?‘ﬂ:’ 2 3 ? 1 4 6 9 5 8 1. Ornamental pond dweller :é%i”’gllose of “The Big ,EREEPSLLH]g‘?{IigOngﬁAGE o
Reach 1000’s Of 2 Deep black 41, Genetic initials f
4 8 9 3 5 2 6 1 ? 3. Greek promenade 12, Entertained SAF&STEP
Readers Every Week! 2 Shakespeare's OUIDUC 45" afim o o rue WAL TOS 1-855-576-5653
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' - ’ 51. Head of famil
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? 4 3 6 8 1 5 9 2 14. “A horse is I l5\llga:r|zgggy — Got 5
916.773.1111 o o[3] [2]e
23. Took_the bait 6 9
24. *C_hrlstophgr fieeve's
LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTYD | | " ™ 6 3
J - 25. 0ld World lizard
Y ' gﬁ. I_ndigeﬂz)uélf)zrrson from 5 3 6
We Can Do That! REEEs -T2 =T 15

28. Mix-up

29. Not married

30. Promenade in Spain
33. Tournament ranking
34. Remains container

i Call to place your
y _ legal advertising

© StatePosnt Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, celumn and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

916-173-1111

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing Wige
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How Military Spouses

From StatePoint

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Military spouses
sacrifice stable careers and
time with loved ones due to
constant moves to new duty
stations, and hold down the
fort at home during their
spouses’ deployments.
That’s why the USO prior-
itizes providing community
and support to military
spouses. Here are some of
the ways their programs are
making an impact:
Friendship: USO Coffee
Connections are monthly
gatherings where military
spouses can relax, craft, do
yoga, swap advice and go on
outings. The goal is building
friendships among military
spouses. When Jenna King’s
husband Tech Sgt. Howard
King was forward deployed
to Poland with less than 24
hours’ notice, she says she
found a home away from
home at USO Lakenheath
in the UK., which has been
hosting Coffee Connections
since the war in Ukraine
began. Because of the warm
welcome and sense of com-
munity she found there, she
and her children visit the
center often. “There’s some-
thing for each of us here,”
she said. “Being overseas,
friends who are like fam-
ily are the biggest blessing.
And you can’t turn down
free coffee and snacks!”
Support for New
Parents: Military parents
are often away from family

‘.

A

CanF

ind Connection and Support

.,."

'i

USO Coffee Connections provide monthly gatherings for military spouses. Photo courtesy of USO Phatos

and friends during their
pregnancies and first months
as new parents. USO
Special Delivery presented
by Johnson’s are baby show-
ers that provide a touch of
home. They allow expectant
parents and military spouses
to connect and bond, and
72% of participants this
year have stated in feed-
back surveys that this is the
only baby shower they will
receive. More than 20,000
parents have been served
through this program since
its 2013 launch, including
Ist Lt. Erika Pearson, an
active-duty service member
in the Air Force. She knew

her spouse, Ist Lt. Drew
Pearson, could potentially
be deployed around her due
date. “The USO helped me
make friends that I could
rely on if my husband were
to miss the birth, and offered
me resources | could reach
out to, if needed,” says 1st
Lt. Pearson.

Professional
Development: Because of
frequent relocations, mil-
itary spouses often have
trouble finding their pro-
fessional footing. That’s
where the USO can step in.
Connecting service mem-
bers and military spouses
to resources that focus on

employment, education,
financial readiness, mentor-
ship and veterans benefits,
the USO Transition Program
helps military families build
a roadmap to achieve their
goals and positions them for
success throughout the dura-
tion of their service, as well
as in their post-military life.

Support While Solo-
Parenting: The burden
of solo-parenting can
become especially appar-
ent during deployments,
when military family mem-
bers must struggle to find
a new normal. For Tessa
Michaelson Schmidt, con-
nection with her husband

Brett, a lieutenant colonel
in the U.S. Army Reserve,
became complicated
when he was deployed
to Kuwait where there is
an eight-hour time differ-
ence, unreliable Wi-Fi on
base, and the added pres-
sure of being deployed
near the frontlines. Because
they and their two children
have an incredible pas-
sion for reading, the USO
Reading Program has been
a blessing. Deployed ser-
vice members can record
themselves reading a book
to their child. Then, the
recording and a copy of the
book are sent to that service

member’s family.

“They have a real
response when they hear his
voice, and then we get the
books in the mail, and they
know they’re books from
daddy,” says Schmidt, who
explained that her children
will often watch the videos
of their father just before
bed, so that in a way, he is
present for story time.

The life of a military
spouse is undeniably chal-
lenging. By the USO
fostering community and
providing sources of con-
nection, military spouses
can feel supported and
empowered. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote -Call now before
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??
Your car donation to Patriotic
Hearts helps veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495. (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama ahora:
1-844-244-5441 (24/7)(cal-scan)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (ca-scan)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup -
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion — Help Find Missing Kids!
Call 1-888-491-1453. (car-scan)

Donating your vehicle? Get
more! Free Towing. Tax De-
ductible. Plus a $200 restau-
rant voucher and a 2-night/3-
day hotel stay at one of 50
locations. Call Heritage for the
Blind to donate your vehicle
today. CALL 1-844-491-2884

(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by
hobbyist 1948-1998 Only. Any
condition. Top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: Porscheresto-
ration@yahoo.com  (ca-scAN21724)

Computer Service
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Advertise in your local
community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (ca-scan

Your Fitness Genie

r Your Virtual Sessions

Age Well o,
At Home &

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

i Be Active, Call Today! [

Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

(916)768-8767

ENGLISH WALNUTS 2023
Crop, $2.00 per pound in the
shell. Free delivery with pur-
chase of 20 pounds or more.
916-991-8431 (12/8/23)

'V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

‘84 Corvette, 88,000 miles,
engine is extremely strong,
4 speed tranny, get’s up and
goes. Interior needs work.
Primered. First $2,500 drives
it away. 530-742-9144 leave
message. (TFN)

Hall Rentals

Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663

vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/

Call or come by

Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com ey

PE
MPG

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUP
Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul
NEED: Landscaping bark?

Gutters cleaned?

to schedule your screening. Light fence work?
Special offer - 5 screenings CALL 916/205-9310
for just $149. Call 1-888-892-
for o8-89z A or916/627.9000)
Help Wanted Landscaping
Fepime™ | | CREATE YOUR
Many Positions are PARADISE
Available. Please no
phone calls. Apply in
person.
10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670 Winter Yard Cleanups,

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-855-480-0769

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 9/30/23) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1- 888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT LOCAL
NEWS?>

Call
(916)
TT3
1111

Visit: mpg8.com

Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,
Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

Amencan Landscape Design
& Installation, Est 1087
American Construction & Property
Maimtenance Company
WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic# GoHI9GE

Legal Services

CANCEL YOUR TIME-
SHARE Call Attorney Sid
Connor,  your  nationally

trusted consumer protection
attorney *40+ years experi-
ence 1,000+ clients repre-
sented *99% success rate
L. Sidney Connor 1V, Esq. 1500
U.S. Highway 17 North Suite
209 Surfside Beach, SC29575
https://www.timeoutco.com/

info@timeoutco.com Phone:
1-843-846-3688 Bar No.:
0001363 (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

(Cal-SCAN)

Guitar Lessons
Beginner to Advanced . $20/
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/30/23)

Pets/Animals

DONATE YOUR UNWANT-
ED CAR, TRUCK, RV OR
BOAT TO HELP HOME-
LESS PETS. PETS ALIVE,
A CALIFORNIA, QUALIFIED
501-C-3 NONPROFIT. WE
ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND
PAPERWORK EXPERTS
AND PROVIDE GUARAN-
TEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
FOR QUOTES AND QUICK
PICK UP, CALL US TO-
DAY. 833-772-2632 LAPET-
SALIVE.ORG (Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

We
Support
Our
Military

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!
#***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Tree Service

BP TREE

TREE TRIMMING,/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD
Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist

916-722-6321

BPTreeServices.com
VISA / MASTER CARD

California Contractors Lic #1036031

Need .
Help? ~

. Iy 2
Hire e
a A |
Pro! ~

> Is Age A Problem?

Work?

Deserve?

My wife laughed when | wanted to be a CEO,
But when | took the company public?

> Can’t Get That Right Job?

> Have You Been Downsized?

> Want To Change Industries?

> Do You Find Sending Resumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?

> Are You Reaching The Unpublished Market?

> Would You Be Open To Remote or Hybrid

> Are You Getting The Compensation That You

Executives: FREE Resume Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation and Guidance

Next Level 646 219-0000

Resume to vpcareers20@gmail.com

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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All Aboard the Sacramento Valley Live Steamers Santa Train!

By Thomas J. Sullivan

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA (MPG) -
aboard the Santa Train!

Members of the Sacramento
Valley Live Steamers Railroad
Museum (SVLSRM) welcome the
public to ride their annual Santa
train, weather permitting, during
the first and second weekends of
December at Hagan Community
Park in Rancho Cordova.

Club members also help kick
off the holiday season with their
participation in the 23rd Annual
Rancho Cordova Community Tree
Lighting at Village Green Park at
3141 Bridgeway Drive from 4 to
7 p.m. on Sunday, November 26
when a special train for young rid-
ers will loop around the brightly
lit community tree.

Upcoming run times for the
Santa Train at Hagan Community
Park are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, December 2, and
Sunday, December 3, and the
following weekend, Saturday,
December 9 and Sunday,
December 10th. The SVLSRM
museum is located at 2197 Chase
Drive, just past the petting barn in
the rear of Hagan Park.

The Santa Experience train ride
is $8 per person. Children, ages
two and under, ride free with a
paid adult ticket. Advance tickets
can be purchased on the SVLSRM
web site at: www.svlsrm.org/

Personal keepsake photographs
taken with Santa Claus are free.
Guests will receive a login and
password to an online gallery
where they can later view and
download their digital photos.

“This is the largest fundraiser
for the SVLSRM each year,” said
club president Andy Berchielli.

Over the two weekends, well
over 2,400 riders and visitors,
both young and old, are expected
to visit Santa, he said. “It’s also a
lot of hard work and a lot of fun.”

“Our Santa Train is a yearly
event that many have made their
tradition,” Berchielli said. “We
continue to make small changes to
improve the flow and wait time of
our guests,” he said.

All

» a

Railroad Museum

This year, tickets are being sold
for three individual trains which
will pull five cars each around the
6,300-foot main line loop which is
festively decorated by club mem-
bers to enhance the holiday train
ride experience. Passengers will
pass under a large inflatable gate-
way on their way to meet Mr. and
Mrs. Claus.

“We will also be handing out
candy canes this year to every-
one, and each group will receive
a keepsake Santa train ornament,”
he said.

“Santa will also take time to
talk to each child about their
Christmas wishes before the train
departs back to the main station.
It’s a special event that brings
smiles to everyone, no matter the
weather,” Berchielli said.

An operating G-scale garden
loop layout also gives youngsters

G P

0Y OUR FRESHLY BAKED BREAD & CAK ,

10571 OLSON DR RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 95670

a close-up view of scale model
operating engines and passenger
cars as they patiently wait to board

Santa’s alread on the move for the holiday season and will be in Rancho

::.v"?"; 1"’

Bring the kids via SVLSRM'’s Santa Train to visit the Old Man Claus at Hagan Community Park in Rancho Cordova. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Valley Live Steamers

masters, and operations manag-
ers will be busy getting the main
line ready.

Cordova’ s Hagan Community Park offering train rides the weekends of
December 2-3 and December 9-10. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Valley Live Steamers

Railroad Museum

each passenger train.

In advance of the event, club
members including train crews,
engineers, conductors, station
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“It’s an event I look forward
to each, and every year,” he said.
“Our Santa trains put everyone
throughout the community, and
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all our club members, fully in the
holiday spirit.”

SVLSRM began in 1965 and
trackwork was completed with
a ceremonial Golden Spike cer-
emony in 1973. Track and guest
improvements have contin-
ued ever since with new features
added each year, Berchielli said.
Live steam engines carry passen-
gers through wooded areas and the
nearby American River. The rail-
road also features wooden trestles,
a 40-foot truss bridge as well as a
girder deck bridge.

For the latest SVLSRM Santa
Train event information, visit
www.svlsrm.org/. Advance tick-
ets should be available for sale
soon through the club website,
Berchielli said. Contact the club
by email at: info@svlsrm.org
for general information, or call
(916) 361-7140 *
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