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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - About 70 needy 
youngsters who attend 
C.W. Dillard Elementary 
School in Wilton will stay 
warm and dry in their 

new winter coats this 
year thanks to the Rancho 
Murieta Corvette Club.

This was the 14th year 
that the club has tapped 
treasury funds for its 
annual coat drive. The 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta also chipped in 
$500 this year.

Driving  their gleaming 
Corvettes, members of the 
club rolled up to the school 
on Oct. 11 to deliver 70 
winter coats, 25 pairs of 
shoes, 33 pairs of socks, 
14 backpacks, six tops and 
seven shirts, six pairs of 
pants, 22 boxes of Kleenex 
and $565 in gift cards.

Club member Karen 
Pearson organizes the 
annual event and buys the 
new coats throughout the 
year, mostly online late 
at night.  “I enjoy hunting 
for a great coat for a great 
price,” she said. “Most 
of all I love the cards we 

Corvette Club Helps Needy Kids
Event Held at Dillard Elementary for 14th Year

Club members  show off some of the coats and other needed items they are about to donate for the 14th year in a row. They 
also will donate turkey dinner boxes at Thanksgiving. Photos by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MUREITA, CA  (MPG) 
- When Rancho Murieta 
Association members open their 
notices about increased dues for 
the 2024 fiscal year, they proba-
bly won’t be going into sticker 
shock. That is because the 
dues will only go up to $3.75 a 
month.  

The current monthly dues of 
$157.25 will increase to $161 
next year, which is an increase 
of only 2.4% percent. The RMA 
Board approved the increased 
assessment and   $4.7 million 
budget at a special meeting on 
Oct. 11.

The board also approved a 
2024 reserve study that keeps 
the association’s funded rate at 
84%. The reserves are used to 
pay for the repair and replace-
ment of infrastructure. Full 
funding is having enough 
money in the bank to equal the 
value of the physical assets after 
factoring in depreciation. 

Noting that an 84% funded 
rate is “an A+ among HOAs,” 
President Scott Adams told the 
board that RMA was heading 
into the next year with a great 
budget.  “We have a nice, mod-
est increase that is well under 
inflation right now, and we are 
in very, very good financial 
shape, which is excellent,” he 
said.

General Manager Rod 
Hart began the budget discus-
sion by outlining some of the 
cost increases and decreases 
expected next year in the draft 
budget. The most significant 
increases will be increasing the 
reserve assessment by $60,000 
to keep the funding rate at t84% 
and a wage increase of $46,300. 
The most significant decreases 
were a $22,000 reduction in 
health benefits because of staff-
ing changes and a $11,200 
decrease in worker’s compen-
sation insurance because of the 
lack of injuries.

Hart also told the board he 
had budgeted $45,000 for legal 
services next year, which is the 
same amount as this year. 

Hart told the board that the 
proposed budget would increase 
member dues by $99,950, 
which would translate to a 2.2% 
increase of $3.50 a month, for a 
total of $160.75  a month.  Hart 
then asked if the board wanted 
to add any more items to the 
budget before finalizing it, not-
ing that the Rancho Murieta 
Fishing Club was seeking 
$3,000 to add forage fish to 
Calero Reservoir.

In the discussion that fol-
lowed, the board agreed to 
add $7,000 to the budget, 
which translated to a 25-cent 
increase. That increased the 
dues to $3.75 a month, a 2.4% 
increase, for a total of $161 a 
month.

The breakdown of the addi-
tional $7,000 in funding was 
$3,000 for the fish, $2,000 
for the Communications 
Committee to improve the asso-
ciation’s website, and $2,000 
for the Recreation Committee 
to fund new events. � H

RMA Board 
Approves 
Minimal 

Monthly Dues 
Increase

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHCO MURIETA, CA 
(MPG) - The Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
(CSD) has slated a second 
town hall meeting to update 
residents about a study cur-
rently underway that is using 
a data-based approach to fore-
cast water needs over the next 
20 years.

It will take place at 6 p.m. 
on Nov. 2 in the Murieta Room 
at the Rancho Murieta Country 
Club.

The community’s water 
supply is a concern because 
of upcoming development, 
drought, climate change, and 
potential state curtailments of 
the Cosumnes River.

CSD staff and the consulting 
team will be on hand to explain 
and answer questions about the 
Integrated Water Master Plan 
(IWMP). It will replace similar 
studies done in the past.

The first town hall meet-
ing was held on March 18 to 
explain what the study was all 
about with presentations by 
CSD Director of Operations 
Michael Fritschi and the two 
consultants. The first is Lisa 
Maddaus, who has her own 
engineering firm in California 
and helped work on the 2010 
study. The second consultant 
is Dan Scalas from Adkins 
Engineering of Klamath Falls, 
Ore. He conducted the sonar 
survey of the Calero and 
Chesbro reservoirs that deter-
mined that both held less water 
than originally believed, espe-
cially Calero.

The March meeting unrav-
eled at one point because some 
attendees believed the con-
tracted facilitator was cutting 
off audience input. However, 
RMA Director Stephen Booth 
took control of the meeting at 
that point, and it ran smoothly 
after that. Booth will be facili-
tating the Nov. 2 meeting.

Fritschi and the consultants 

presented their first prog-
ress report at the Aug. 16 
CSD Board meeting.  Fritschi 
described the IWMP this way. 
“There are basically three 
pieces,” he said. “There is the 
supply, the demand, and what 
do we do about it.”

The consultants presented 
a story map that incorpo-
rated historical information to 
describe the district’s current 
and recycled water systems 
with links to the original 
source documents. The con-
sultants said they would use 
the first piece as the basis for 
the next phase of the study to 
assess the demands for water 
and for the final phase to con-
sider alternatives to meet 
future needs.

Fritschi also told the board 
that a second town hall would 
be scheduled once the consul-
tants finished assessing water 
demands in the second piece of 
the study. He tentatively sched-
uled it for Oct. 14 but had to 
move it to Nov. 2.

District Secretary Amelia 
Wilder posted the first story 
map and source documents 
on the CSD website at https://
www.ranchomurietacsd.com/
master-water-plan/ after the 
August board meeting. An 
advertisement for the meeting 
is on the home page and on the 
district’s Facebook page.

Per comments at the Oct. 
18 board meeting, the second 
story map explaining the water 
demands will be posted on the 
district website well before 
the Nov. 2 town hall. Fritschi 
also said the staff would post 
questions and answers from 
the March 18 town hall on the 
website and would prepare 
handouts for the next meeting.

The district also has set up 
a separate email for residents 
with comments and questions 
– masterplan@rmcsd.com.

All residents, including 
those who live outside the 
gates, are encouraged to attend 
the Nov. 2 town hall. The gate 
officers will be apprised.  � H

CSD Slates Town Hall  
to Update Water Study on Nov. 2

The first town hall meeting about the Integrated Water Master Plan draws about 120 residents to the Rancho Murieta Country 
Club on March 18.  More attendees are expected at the second meeting on Nov. 2. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of 
emerald fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks 

of the Cosumnes River.  
It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award Holder 

with the Masters Club of the Sacramento 

Association of Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious award given.

Thank you to all 

of our clients in 

2022 for another 

successful year.
BRE #00670687

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 

including “Residential Income”

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top 
Realtor for 43 Years and 

counting.
Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

RANCHO MURIETA CSD - INTEGRATED WATER MASTER PLAN

Join District Board Members, Staff , and the Integrated Water 
Master Plan consulting team at a Town Hall to learn about and pro-

vide input to the community’s Integrated Water Master Plan.

The District is planning additional public engagement 
opportunities as the Master Plan is developed. 

The District’s water supply and demand will be explored, along with 
the projected impacts of climate change on the supply. This 
data-driven approach to water planning will ensure Rancho 

Murieta’s water supply remains strong.

INTEGRATED WATER MASTER PLAN TOWN HALL MEETING

Thursday, November 2, 2023, 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Murieta Room, Rancho Murieta Country Club
(Call 916-354-3700 for directions)

Visit https://www.ranchomurietacsd.com/water-master-plan to fi nd 
additional project information and ongoing updates, including responses to 

public questions.
Email your questions or comments to the District at 

masterplan@rmcsd.com

GET INVOLVED!

OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE AT: 
www.TheMurietaInn.com

SCAN QR TO PURCHASE TICKETS
& SPONSORSHIPS

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
• EVENT & DRINK TICKETS   • SIGNAGE 

• TAX DEDUCTIBLE

get from the kids and par-
ents that tell us how happy 
the coats make them. It can 
bring a tear to your eye.”

The club began its annual 
donation in 2010 with gift 
cards for needy families 
at Dillard and Cosumnes 
River Elementary Schools. 
Upon further research, they 
learned the need was far 
greater at Dillard.

The next year they added 
coats and never stopped. 
They deliver the coats and 
other donations, just before 
the weather changes.

Describing the club mem-
bers as angels, Principal 
Sandy Wiest remembers 
when the Corvettes first 
rolled up to the school. 
“The first year it was mostly 
coats. But over the years it 
has gotten bigger and big-
ger,” she said. “They also 

call me throughout the year 
to see what else we need.”

Wiest said she alerted the 
students about the club’s 
visit in morning announce-
ments and encouraged them 
to look out the window. 
“Yesterday I was talking to 
them about kindness, and 
today we have the perfect 
example,” she said.

The coats are given to the 
children in a very private 
way. After their names are 
submitted by their teach-
ers, they are called into 
the office to pick out a 
jacket. “Because we have 
other clothes and shoes, 
sometimes they are com-
pletely outfitted,” Wiest 
said. “Their faces are just 
beaming.”

The clothing is left in 
the office until the kids 
can pick it up after school 
unless their parents come 

Corvette Club Helps Needy Kids at Dillard Elementary for 14th Year
Continued from page 1

Gleaming Corvettes sit parked in front of C. W. Dillard 
Elementary School while their owners deliver coats for needy 
kids on Oct. 11. The photo shows one of four posters created 
by the students to thank the Rancho Murieta Corvette Club. 
Photos by Gail BullenDillard Principal Sandy Wiest expresses her thanks to club 

member Doug Ruley. 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Created in 2004 and 
intended to introduce the 
joy of mountain bike riding 
to the next generation, Take 
A Kid Mountain Biking 
Day was celebrated for the 
first time in Rancho Murieta 
at Clementia Park on Oct. 7.

The Murieta Trails 
Stewardship (MTS) and 
Save Our Lakes & Open 
Spaces (SOLOS) presented 
the event with activities 
for tots who are just get-
ting started and older kids in 
grade school. Two mechan-
ics from Bob’s Cycling 
also were on hand for any 
needed adjustments.

About a dozen young-
sters and their parents 

showed up for the event. 
The kids were encouraged 
to ride the safety course 
marked with traffic safety 
cones that looped through 
the parking lot and the 
grass.

MTS member Jason 
Zenker explained the rea-
soning, especially for the 
youngest children. “We are 
teaching the little kids the 
right way to cross a street 
– stop and look both ways, 
bike courtesy and skills,” he 
said

After the young riders 
looped around the course 
several times, MTS mem-
ber Mike Walker member 
asked the older kids to 
gather on the road in front 
of the patio so he could 
lead them on a trail ride 
around the water treatment 
plant. Before they took off, 

Stewardship, SOLOS Encourage Kids to Mountain Bike

‘Take a Kid Mountain Biking Day’ unfolds at Clementia on 
Oct. 7 with Murieta Trails Stewardship (MTS) member Mike 
Wallace leading a trail ride for the older participants. A couple 
of other adults also went on the ride. Photos by Gail Bullen

MTS member David Rhodes talks to young cyclists Nikki Wise (left) 
and Brooke Wise was as parents Nick and Stephanie Wise listen.

by earlier. The school office 
staff distributes the gift 
cards throughout the year.

Pearson said she wouldn’t 
be able to organize the 
annual coat drive without 
the support of everyone in 
the club. “The club is full of 

wonderful people who are 
always willing to share and 
give,” she said.

When Jack Parker took 
over as the club presi-
dent last year, he wanted 
to change things up. One 
was the annual tradition 

of donating turkeys to the 
Sacramento Food Bank at 
Thanksgiving. “I thought 
why not cut out the mid-
dleman and just find a 
deserving community, 
which happens to be Dillard 
because of all the farm 

workers,” he said.
The club donated  20 

turkey boxes with all the 
fixings to Dillard families 
last year. They hope to do 
the same this year, or even 
better, according to Pearson 
and Parker. � H

Walker reviewed a couple 
basics of mountain bike rid-
ing such descending a hill 
“with your butt back over 
the seat” and looking down 
the trail “instead of at their 
front tire” so they could 
see the obstacles in front of 
them.

One of the youngest rid-
ers was Aiden O’Brien, 

who wasn’t old enough to 
go on the trail ride but kept 
zooming around the park. 
His father Vincent O’Brien 
said he was happy that 
MTS and SOLOS spon-
sored the event. “It’s a great 
community get-together to 
celebrate the trails,” he said. 
“Plus it will spark his inter-
est in mountain biking.”

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Mountain Bike Association 
(IMBA) created the event 
in 2004 to celebrate the life 
of a teenage mountain bike 
rider who died in 2002. The 
event also encourages an 
active lifestyle and develops 
a connection between kids, 
bikes, and the natural world 
around them according to the 

IMBA website. 
Founded in 2010, the stew-

ardship maintains more than 
14 miles of dirt, single-track 
trails in the back areas of 
the community. SOLOS is 
a community action group 
that advocates for responsi-
ble development. They also 
jointly sponsor trail and 
beach clean-up days. � H
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - An update on 
the overdue 2021 audit 
and  questions and crit-
icisms about a water 
supply study were topics 
when the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD) met in 
public session on Oct. 18.

The board also spent 
several hours in closed 
s e s s i o n  e v a l u a t i n g 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris and considering 
three legal matters. In the 
report afterward, Board 
President Tim Maybee 
said no action was taken 
but direction was given to 
staff.

2020/2021 audit
Morris presented an 

update on the long over-
due 2020-2021 audit in 
her monthly report. She 
also attached a list of 79 
audit tasks that have been 
completed except for two 
that have been “difficult to 
unravel” and a third that 
is pending. Morris said 
that staff are working with 
the auditors to address the 
unresolved issues in the 
next few weeks.

Director Stephen Booth 
commended Morris for 
detailing all the punch 
items from the audi-
tors and making it part of 
the packet.  He said it is 
important for community 
members to understand 
the sheer volume and 
scope of work that “our 
staff, limited staff, and 
lack of staff have had 
to produce. I think it is 
very instructive,” he said. 
“As I have said since I 
came onto this board last 
December, the more infor-
mation we can share then 

the less people have to 
speculate and fill in the 
gaps.”

Water supply study
Tw o  a g e n d a  t o p -

ics had to do with The 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan (IWMP) that is 
current ly  being pre-
pared by Maddaus Water 
Management and Adkins 
Engineering & Surveying. 
The first was about a Nov. 
2 town hall meeting, and 
the second was about a 
$72,631 change order to 
the Maddaus – Adkins 
contract with the district.

Morris told the board 
that the operations staff 
was organizing the Nov. 
2 town hall meeting to 
update the community 
about the IWMP. It will 
be held at 6 p.m. at the 
Murieta Country Club 
with Booth as the facili-
tator. Morris said the staff 
was working to gather 
and publish all questions 
from the March town hall 
meeting and has devel-
oped a specific email for 
community quest ions 
(masterplan@rmcsd.
com.) She said all ques-
tions and responses will 
be published on the dis-
trict website as part of 
the FAQs regarding the 
IWMP.

Booth asked Morris 
how she planned to 
announce the specific 
email. She and District 
Secretary Amelia Wilder 
explained it would be 
part of advertisement on 
the district’s website and 
Facebook page  and in the 
River Valley Times.

Referring to a let-
ter from resident John 
Merchant in the board 
meeting packet, Booth 
said he was recommend-
ing  that the district also 
posts his questions and 

answers in advance of the 
Nov. 2 meeting. “I think 
it would be very con-
structive for our folks 
are concerned about what 
we’re doing with the 
water plan,” he said.

One of the conten-
tions in Merchant’s long, 
detailed letter was that 
Maddaus should acknowl-
edge “that she understand 
the severe consequences 
of an interruption of 
the annual flow of the 
Cosumnes River.”

The IWMP was again a 
topic when Booth asked 
that a $72,631 change 
order to the Maddaus – 
Adkins contract with the 
district be taken off the 
consent calendar.

The board first approved 
a resolution approving the 
change order  in August. 
But it had to be amended 
because of an error so it 
was placed on the October 
consent agenda. In asking 
for separate consideration 
of the change order, Booth 
said he voted against it in 
August and wanted to do 
so again. He said a letter 
to the board in the packet 
explained his reasoning.

Board President Tim 
Maybee called for a vote. 
He and Directors Randy 
Jenco and Martin Pohll 
voted “aye”, and Booth 
and Director Linda Butler 
voted no.

The  change  o rde r 
increases the consult-
ing contract cost from 
$335,007 to $408,369. 
The money would come 
from the water reserves. 
The $72,632 breaks down 
to $27,000 to pay the 
consultants for their sup-
port at additional public 
meetings and $45,000 for 
work outside the origi-
nal scope of work. The 
original scope didn’t 

Water Supply Study, 2021 Audit are CSD Board Topics

Director Stephen Booth is the most outspoken director at the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Board meeting Oct. 18. Topics included an overdue audit and a water supply 
study. File photo by Gail Bullen

include updating the water 
demand forecasting per 
the Financial Services 
Agreements (FSA) with 
future developments.

Or, as Booth put it in 
his letter, ”The explana-
tion for the amendment, 
aside from adding town 
hall meetings, was to con-
sider the specific lot sizes 
of the yet to be developed 
FSA properties to obtain 
a ‘more accurate’ projec-
tion of water usage,” he 
wrote. “Am I understand, 
then, that the contractors 
were prepared originally 
to prepare a less than accu-
rate calculation pursuant 
of this item.”

Booth’s letter also crit-
ic ized a   September 
decision by Morris to hire 
the West Yost Associates to 
determine under what con-
ditions Clementia water 
could be used to supple-
ment the water supply. 

“Requiring the district to 
issue a separate contract 
to a different consultant to 
perform this assessment 
brings the competence and 
commitment of Maddaus-
Adkins into question,” 
Booth wrote. 

Other business
• Morris reported that 

the district has hired Mark 
Matulich to become the 
new finance and admin-
istration director. He has 
been a CPA for over 20 
years and worked as a 
controller for multiple 
organizations.

• Reporting on behalf of 
the absent Security Chief 
Kelly Benitez, Morris 
said 30 of the 90 patrol 
shifts weren’t covered 
in September because of 
vacancies.

• The board approved 
a  n e w  c l a i m s  p r o -
cessing policy per the 
recommendation of  the 

CSD attorney. It gives 
Morris the authority to 
deny occasional claims 
for monetary damages 
under the Government 
that are under $25,000 
Claims and in consultation 
with the attorney without 
first going to the board. 
Andrew Ramos said the 
policy was needed because 
some claim-related dead-
lines are so short there  
isn’t time to bring them to 
the board. Butler was the 
sole “nay” vote.

• Butler complained 
about committee meet-
ings being cancelled in 
previous months, particu-
larly the Communications 
Committee, which she 
chairs. “I think that is 
where the work gets done 
and information is trans-
mitted,” she said.

The board’s next regular 
meeting will be at 5 p.m. 
on Nov. 15. � H
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Truck or treat  
slated at Stonehouse 

on Oct. 28
Get ready for a spook-

tacular  t ime.  Dress 
the kids in their most 
crea t ive  Hal loween 
costumes to attend the 
first Trunk or Treat 
event on Saturday,  Oct. 
28,  from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at  Stonehouse 
Park. Members of the 
Corvette Club and the 
Classic Cars Club will 
hand out candy from 
the trunks of their cars. 
The Rancho Murieta 
Association Recreation 
Committee will serve 
popcorn and hot dogs. 
The best decorated car 
will receive a $50 prize.

RM Veterans Day 
celebration slated 

Nov. 10
You are invited to the 

“Been There - Done 
That Canteen” to honor 
all past and

present members of 
the USA Armed Forces.   
Mark your calendars 
for

Nov. 10  from  9:30  
to11:30 a.m.  at the 
RMA Building. Coffee, 
donuts and conversa-
tion will be enjoyed 
by all the community 
as they celebrate our 

dedicated veterans and 
current members of 
the armed forces.  The 
event is free. Note the 
date is Nov. 10 instead 
of Nov. 11, which is 
Veterans Day.   We are 
so very proud of our 
patriotic contributions 
by our children.   This 
date will coincide with 
thei r  hol iday f rom 
school.

Consumnes 
Groundwater 

Authority slates 
workshops 

Nov. 1 & Nov. 4
T h e  C o s u m n e s 

Groundwater 
Authority will host 
two  publ ic  work-
shops  on  Nov.  1 
from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at Hendrickson 
Hall in Herald, and 
on  Sa turday  Nov. 
4 from 10 a.m. 12 
p.m. at the Wilton 
Community Center. 
There will be infor-
mation about funding, 
the groundwater law, 
groundwater  mon-
i tor ing  and more . 
We will  also have 
several partners in 
attendance such as 
The Freshwater Trust 
and the California 
Department of Water 

Resources. This event 
is free and open to 
all. No registration is 
necessary.

CSD Slates Water 
Plan Townhall on 

Nov. 2
The Rancho Murieta 

Community Services 
District will present 
a town hall meeting 
at 6 p.m. on Nov. 2 to 
update the community 
about the preparation 
of an Integrated Water 
M a s t e r  P l a n . 
Consultants are cur-
rently working on the 
study, which will fore-
cast the community’s 
water needs over the 
next 20 years in the 
midst of climate change 
and  droughts .  The 
meeting will be held 
in the Murieta Room 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club.

Village craft fair  
and bake sale slated 

Nov. 4
Rancho Murieta res-

idents can get an early 
jump of  Chr is tmas 
shopping for unique 
gifts and homemade 
goodies by attending 
the Murieta Village 
Craft Fair and Bake 
Sale on Nov. 4 from 9 

to 2 p.m. at the club-
house.  Fudge, toffee 
and freshly harvested 
walnuts will be on sale 
along with a myriad 
of crafts ranging from 
Christmas wreaths to 
beautifully sewn or cro-
cheted hats, purses and 
décor. Other wares will 
include jewelry, fine 
art and thunder drums 
made from gourds.  
Flute music from Paula 
Ramirez will add to the 
ambiance, and a secret 
Santa is expected to 
pop in. The kitchen 
also will open to serve 
hot dogs, coffee and 
cookies.

River Valley 
Garden Club 

Sponsors Smokey 
the Bear Contest
A l l  s t u d e n t s  i n 

grades  one through 
five at any school are 
invited to participate in 
a poster contest spon-
sored by the River 
Valley Garden Club. 
The contest is about 
Smokey the Bear and 
needs to state some-
where on the poster 
- “Only you can prevent 
forest fires”. Please 
contact Berniece Jones 
at  916-354- 2873  to 
get  poster paper and 

more information about 
the contest. We will 
deliver poster paper 
and contest rules   to 
anyone who wants to 
enter. The contest ends 
Nov. 1.  Prizes will be 
awarded for each grade 
level. The first place 
prize is $20 and sec-
ond place is $10. All 
first prize winners will 
be entered into the 
state level competition. 
River Valley Garden 
Club is affiliated with 
National Garden Club, 
Pacific Region, and 
California State Garden 
Clubs.

RM residents invited 
to learn about fuel 
reduction project
Residents concerned 

about wildfire threats 
are invited to attend a 
presentation about a 
ladder fuel reduction 
project that will soon 
commence inside and 
outside Rancho Murieta. 
The meeting is slated at 
6 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
3 at the RMA Building. 
The Rancho Murieta Fire 
Safe Council secured a 
$4.4 million grant from 
Cal Fire to do the work, 
which is being admin-
istered by Sacramento 
County Regional Parks. 

Sheriff’s Office to 
Host RM Meeting 

on Nov. 15
T h e  S a c r a m e n t o 

County Sheriff’s Office 
is inviting all Rancho 
Murieta residents to 
attend a community 
meeting on Wednesday. 
Nov. 15 at 60 at the 
RMA Building.

Kiwanis Seeks 
Sweats for Vets 

Donations
Kiwanis  Club  of 

Rancho Murieta is once 
again asking for mon-
etary donations to its 
Sweat for Vets pro-
gram. This is 14th year 
of helping veterans who 
are hospitalized at the 
Sacramento VA Medical 
Cen te r  i n  Ma the r. 
Please make your check 
out to Kiwanis Club of 
Rancho Murieta Sweat 
for Vets. Cash dona-
tions and Walmart gift 
cards are also wel-
come.  Mail donations 
to Kiwanis at P. O. Box 
855, Rancho Murieta, 
or put them in a drop 
box at the RMA build-
ing. If you have any 
questions call Diann 
Swan at 916-343-0656. 
Thank you for your 
support of this program.
� H 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

Regis tered fores ter 
Phyllis Banducci,   who 
i s  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e 
groundwork for a lad-
d e r  f u e l  r e d u c t i o n 
project in and around 
the community,   pro-
vided a second update 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA) Board 
on Oct. 17. 

Her comments and 
PowerPoint slides were a 
preview of a much larger 
public meeting that is 
slated on Nov. 3 at 6 p.m. 
at the RMA Building to 
answer resident questions 
about the project that is 
being funded by a $4.4 
million Cal Fire grant. 

The Rancho Murieta 
Fire Safe Council put 
together the grant appli-
cation but couldn’t submit 
it because it wasn’t a 
nonprofit. Sacramento 
County Supervisor Sue 
Frost helped the coun-
cil secure an agreement 
from Sacramento County 
Regional Parks to sponsor 
and administer the grant.

Banducci first updated 
the RMA Board about the 
Cosumnes Ladder Fuel 
Reduction Project proj-
ect last December. She 
told the board that plan-
ning activities have been 
underway since then, 
which included identi-
fying  947 acres for fuel 
reduction treatment.  

That  includes  380 
acres, or 40%, inside 
Rancho Murieta, mostly 
on the outer perime-
ter adjacent to Deer 
Creek Hills and the Van 
Vleck Rancho to the 
east. Another 318 acres, 
or 33%, of ranch lands 
west of Scott Road also 
will be treated. The third 
piece consists of oak 
stands east of Scott Road 
and along Latrobe Road 
within the Deer Creek 
Hills Preserve totaling 
253 acres, or 27%.

“Remember that is the 
big intent of this grant to 
clear these areas in case 
we have those north wind 
events,” Banducci told 

Forester Updates the RMA Board  
About Fuel Reduction Project

the board. “That’s the fire 
that is going to blow into 
our community.”

Banducci told the board 
that the environmen-
tal documentation for the 
project was approved by 
the Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors on 
Sept. 26. The county has 
posted a request for pro-
posals from contractors to 
do the work. They must 
have the same certifica-
tion for tree work that is 
already required behind 
the gates and must have 
access to a certified arbor-
ist. Banducci said she and 
other foresters will pro-
vide “lots of oversight”.  

Banducci  sa id  the 
supervisors will select the 
winning bidders at their 
Dec. 12 meeting. “The 
more contractors we have 
out there working, the 
quicker we can get this 
done,” she said.

Although Banducci 
hopes to get the bulk of 
the work next year, the 
contractors will oper-
ate under a constraint 
because of nesting birds. 
That means they likely 
won’t be able to work 
between February and 
August.

Banducci also projected 
a sample of the treat-
ment prescription that 
she has prepared for each 
unit in the project. The 
slide showed two units 
off Murieta Parkway and 
Camino Del Lago.

The top of the page lists 
the treatment and protec-
tion measures required 
and the map underneath 
shows the trails in the 
wooded areas and other 
markings.

Banducci said she will 
put in a protection mea-
sure for a Heritage live 
oak so it won’t be cut 
a l though  every th ing 
underneath it will be 
cleaned up. She said the 
100-foot treatment areas 
were marked with light 
blue. “Anywhere you are 
adjacent to property lines, 
which is a homeowner’s 
property, or a road, I have 
100% slash cleanup,” she 
said. “That means that 
all those trees that came 

Registered forester Phyllis Banducci provides an update about 
the Cosumnes Ladder Fuel Reduction Project at the Rancho 
Murieta Association Board meeting on Oct. 17.  The funding 
is coming from a $4.4 million grant secured by the Rancho 
Murieta Fire Safe Council. Photo by Gail Bullen

The map shows the areas around Rancho Murieta where the fuel treatments will take place. Photo Courtesy of RMA Board

down this past year (in 
the New Year’s storm) 
and any accumulations of 
fuels have to be removed 
from that area.”

Banducci also plans 
to address the trails. 
“Even though our trail 
crews (the Murieta Trail 
Stewardship) have done 
a wonderful job each year 
cleaning the trails, we 
have these huge accumu-
lations of grass right next 
to the trails so they will 
be cleared back 50 feet as 
well,” she said.

The prescription for 
every unit is unique, she 
said,  including one for 
the “party beach” where 
people (teenagers) have 
been lighting bonfires.

Banducci was asked 
if the project was on 
budget. She said the 
county has spent about 
$230,000 so far,  which 
is about 60% of what was 
designated for adminis-
tration. “I think we are 
on budget,” she said. I’m 
hoping the bids coming 

are reasonable. We orig-
inally estimated a little 
under $2,00 per acres, so 
we are keeping our fin-
gers crossed.”

In the ensuing discus-
sion, audience member 
John  Merchan t  and 
Director Patrick O’Hern 
asked her about slash 
piles throughout the com-
munity, which were either 
the result of the New 
Year’s storm or were 
existing piles aggravated 
by the storm.

Banducci  said she 
could only address slash 
piles inside the grant 
areas which were “fortu-
nately or unfortunately” 
designated before the big 
storm. Nor can she pre-
scribe remediation within 
150 feet of the river 
because of the protection 
area. But the slash piles 
outside the project still 
need to be addressed, she 
said. 

O’Hern indicated he 
would bring it up at a 
future board meeting, and 

General Manager Rod 
Hart said he would again 
contact the country club 
about a huge pile near 

Hole 4 in the north. He 
said RMCC recently pur-
chased a chipper, which 
should help. � H
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Three incumbents and a 
challenger, who was a pre-
vious board member,   laid 
out their platforms when the 
Rancho Murieta Association 
(RMA) presented a lightly 
attended Candidates’ Night 
at the RMA Building on Oct. 
10. Topics included security, 
development, and preserving 
the Rancho Murieta culture.

Three seats are being con-
tested. Board President Scott 
W. Adams and Directors 
Renee Martel  Bechthold and 
Danny Carrillo are seeking 
second terms. The challenger 
is David Roy Harmon.

Director Patrick O’Hern, 
who chaired the Nominating 
Committee, explained the 
rules and posed three ques-
tions from the committee 
and one from an audience 
member. The other two com-
mittee members, Doug Ruley 
and Maureen Ghormley 
were also present. Only nine 
residents attended the meet-
ing. But others can watch 
from home as the video has 
already been posted online. 
Packets with candidate state-
ments and information about 
the Nov. 30 annual meet-
ing were to be mailed in late 
October. 

After  making open-
ing statements, candidates 
answered the three ques-
tions from the Nominating 
Committee. The first asked 
about the main issues facing 
Rancho Murieta and what 
the candidate would do to 
correct them,   the second 
was how their experience or 
background qualified them 
to be on the board, and the 
third asked which traits or 
qualities are important for a 
board member. A question 
from the audience asked the 
candidates about their three 
most important priorities if 
elected.

Since the questions and 
answers were often repet-
itive, here is a summary 
of the main points made 
by each candidate. Their 
answers about desirable traits 
for board members aren’t 
included.

Renee Bechthold
Bechthold owns and oper-

ates Rancho Murieta Claims 
Services, which is an inde-
pendent insurance adjusting 
firm, from her home. She has 
lived in the community for 
eight years.

Bechtold was appointed 
to fill a vacancy on the board 
a year ago. “I love being on 
the board. It’s interesting. It’s 
challenging. It’s rewarding,” 
she said. “I believe Rancho 
Murieta is a special place, 
and I want to work hard to 
protect it.”

Bechtold sees security and 
safety as the prevailing issues 
in the community. Going 
forward, RMA and Rancho 
Murieta Community Services 

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
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Scott Adams Renee Bechtold Danny Carrillo David Roy Harmon

Contenders for RMA Board Lay Out Platforms

Contenders for three openings on the Rancho Murieta Association Board of Directors answer 
questions during Candidates’ Night at the RMA Building on Oct. 10. From left are Scott Adams, 
Danny Carrillo, Renee Bechthold, all incumbents, and David Roy Harmon, who has served on 
the board in the past. Photos by Gail Bullen

District (CSD) must work 
together to determine the 
community’s security needs 
and ways to fill them. She is 
looking forward to a report 
from an ad hoc RMA com-
mittee that is taking a “deep 
dive” in the issue. 

Bechtold also believes that 
gate protocols should be reg-
ularly reviewed and updated. 
“I think it is important to 
know who is in the commu-
nity and who is coming in,” 
she said.

As for her qualifications, 
Bechtold said she has learned 
from her business to antici-
pate emerging issues and to 
quickly work to resolve any 
problems. She also learned 
the importance of being 
transparent with her custom-
ers, which transfers well into 
the RMA board being trans-
parent with residents.

Bechtold has served on 
several   RMA commit-
tees, including chairing the 
general manager hiring com-
mittee. She also belongs to 
community groups including 
the Rancho Murieta Country 
Club, Save Our Lakes & 
Open Spaces (SOLOS) , 
and the Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club.

“I have volunteered at 
most events that go on in this 
community,” she said. “That 
has given me an understand-
ing of the culture of Rancho 
Murieta and our small town 
feel that we are all trying to 
preserve.” 

Danny Carrillo
Carrillo, who is seek-

ing a second term on the 
board,  has lived in Rancho 
Murieta more than 40 years 
and has multiple generations 
of his family living in the 
community. He and his wife 
Sherry have been married 30 
years and have one daughter.

Carrillo holds a bach-
elor’s degree in business 
administration with a con-
centration in real estate and 
land use affairs. He has been 
a licensed real estate bro-
ker, a licensed contractor, 
and a licensed notary pub-
lic. He recently retired from 
the California Department of 
Correction where he worked 
for 24 years in inmate reha-
bilitation and was promoted 
to a supervisory counselor. 
He also has worked on more 
than 100 homes in Rancho 
Murieta.

As for issues facing the 
community, Carrillo said he 

wants to improve the asso-
ciation’s dissemination of 
information with modern 
technology. “During my first 
term, I’ve seen a lot of mis-
information on social media 
that is either wrong, mislead-
ing or totally fraudulent,” he 
said.

Carrillo also wants to 
improve the RMA website so 
it can be a one-stop shop to 
find “all things RMA”.  That 
would include forms to get 
bar codes, information on 
approved paint colors as 
well as clarified CC&Rs and 
FAQs. 

Carrillo also wants to 
improve cooperation with 
CSD and the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club (RMCC), “to 
preserve our property val-
ues and to protect natural 
resources.” He also stressed 
the importance of preparing 
the maintenance department 
for changes coming up 
because of development and 
General Manager Rod Hart’s 
transition plan.

As for qualifications, 
Carrillo cited his experience 
as an incumbent director 
and his service on numer-
ous RMA committees that 
includes the current chair-
ing of the Architectural 
Review and Maintenance 
Committees.

David Roy Harmon
Harmon has lived in 

Rancho Murieta 18 years 
and has a  bachelor’s degree 
in management information 
systems. He works as a sys-
tem engineer and his team 
handles Level 4 engineering 
tasks. “We do a lot of artifi-
cial intelligence, Python and 
that nature,” he said.

Harmon previously served 
on the board for three years 
and said he was excited about 
returning. “I just love Rancho 
Murieta. It is so refreshing to 
live here and to have a gated 
community, and my neigh-
bors are so cool,” he said.

Harmon feels passion-
ate about two issues facing 
the community. “I believe 
we have toxins in our river 
and our lakes,  he said. He 
believes the board should 
commission a scientific study 
on lake levels and conduct 
water testing. “I know labs 
that can do that. I’ve done so 
myself,” he said. 

Speaking later in the 
meeting, Adams reminded 
Harmon that CSD is in 
charge of water, not the 

association. 
Harmon also believes the 

board should lead wildland 
risk mitigation to help reduce 
insurance premiums. RMA 
also should work on better 
security policies and team 
up with CSD to help with its 
challenges, he said.

As for qualifications, 
Harmon said he is very 
familiar with parliamen-
tary procedures. He also was 
president of the Management 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m s 
Association (a student orga-
nization at Sacramento State 
University.) “Mostly I like 
working with smart people,” 
he said.

Harmon served on the 
RMA Board between 2009 
and 2011 and missed numer-
ous meetings. See the 
separate story in this issue.

Scott Adams
Adams, a corporate attor-

ney, has lived in Rancho 
Murieta for more than 25 
years and “absolutely loves 
it here.” He filled a board 
vacancy in 2011 and 2012, 
was elected to a 3-year term 
in 2020, and currently serves 
as the board president. He 
and his wife have been mar-
ried 10 years, and he has a 
son in law school. He cur-
rently lives on Colbert Drive, 
“which is the trick-or-treat 
capital of Rancho Murieta. 
Last year, we had 567 trick-
or-treaters,” he said.

Adams is a golfing 

member of RMCC and sees 
the country club as inte-
gral to the community. “The 
community’s trails and ame-
nities are incredible out here, 
and “I really like the Rancho 
Murieta culture in general,” 
he added.

Adams sees the security 
and the safety of residents 
and development as the two 
most important issues facing 
the board.

As for security,   the 
board has been address-
ing CSD patrol reductions 
and increased vandalism by 
placing more resources into 
compliance and by writing 
rules and leveraging tech-
nology to address the more 
egregious behavior and ille-
gal activity. “But the board 
should continue to look for 
ways to deter that conduct,” 
he said.

Adams said upcoming 
development will include 62 
homes in The Retreats, 140 
in Riverview,   198 in the 
Residences East and West, 
and some potential villages 
of homes in the proposed 
Rancho North subdivision.

“RMA has to be extremely 
involved with concerns about 
larger infrastructure issues 
including annexation, trails, 
streets, parks, traffic, esthet-
ics, etc,” he said. “This 
requires ongoing discussions 
with developers, which were 
are having now, and a very 
thorough understanding of 

how our governing docu-
ments work.”

Adams said the board is 
addressing wildland fire mit-
igation, having spent over a 
quarter million dollars in the 
last three years and by pur-
chasing a masticator tractor 
for $100,000. The commu-
nity also has been awarded 
a $4.5 million grant from 
Cal Fire (for ladder fuel 
reduction.)

Adams said his legal back-
ground has served him well 
on the board. “I am a corpo-
rate attorney who specializes 
in regulatory compliance 
requiring work with regula-
tory agencies, state agencies, 
and other agencies and 
individuals, who don’t neces-
sarily share the same point of 
view, to arrive at a mutually 
beneficial outcome,” he said.

His experience draft-
ing contracts and other 
documents has also helped 
him review RMA governing 
documents.

In addition to five years 
on the board as a direc-
tor, Adams has served on 
numerous RMA committees 
since 2009. His community 
experience includes serv-
ing on the ETC Board 
and the RMCC mem-
bership committee and 
volunteering with youth 
sports,  Summerfest, Cub 
Scouts, Pickleball, and 
directing traffic at the July 
4 parade for 17 years. � H
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The activation of new 
speed cameras, a pro-
posed rule that would 
ticket vendors instead of 
residents, and a report 
from a committee looking 
into security were topics 
when the Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA) Board 
met on Oct. 17.

F o r e s t e r  P h y l l i s 
Banducci also updated the 
board on the Cal Fire grant 
that will pay for wildland 
fire mitigation inside and 
outside the community. 
See the separate story in 
this issue. 

Lidar cameras
General Manager Rod 

Hart reported that four 
new lidar cameras were 
operational but that the asso-
ciation wouldn’t begin using 
them for speed enforce-
ment until Oct. 23.  For the 
first 90 days, drivers photo-
graphed speeding will only 
get a warning. “It won’t be 
going against your record,” 
he said.

The grace period would 
get everyone through the 
holidays before RMA begins 
sending citations, according 
to Hart. The intent is to slow 
traffic. “We are just trying to 
make things a lot safer since 
we have had some close 
calls,” he said.

Audience member John 

Merchant, who is research-
ing the traffic impact of new 
development, asked Hart if 
the cameras could also be 
used for traffic counts. Hart 
said RMA would check with 
the vendor to if the cameras 
had that capacity.

The four lidar cam-
eras have been mounted on 
poles on Murieta Parkway, 
Pera Drive, Murieta South 
Parkway, and Riverview 
Park.

Vendor Tickets
Director John Van Doran 

presented a request from 
the Governing Documents 
Committee at the request 
of its chairman, President 
Scott Adams, who couldn’t 
attend the meeting. Van 
Doran said the committee 

Speed Cameras, Vendor Tickets, Security are RMA Board Topics

Audience member John Merchant asks if the new Lidar 
cameras that are intended to nab speeders could also be 
used to tabulate the volume of traffic. He was speaking at the 
Rancho Murieta Association regular board meeting on Oct. 17. 
Photo by Gail Bullen

The following is a 
summary of activity for 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Communi t y  Serv i ces 
D i s t r i c t  S e c u r i t y 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at www.
rmcsd.com. A quick link to 
the security logs is on the 
home page.

RP = Reporting Person
GOA = Gone on Arrival
UTL = Unable to Locate
BOLO = Be on Look
 Out
NFI = No Further
 Information
QOA = Quiet on Arrival
HBD = Had 
B e e n  D r i n k i n g 

 

Rancho Murieta
Oct. 6

• One extra patrol.
• Disabled vehicle, 10:08 

a.m. North Gate, tree ser-
vice vehicle and trailer 
front down in front of the 
gate visitor lane, Placed 
safety cones around it until 
it could be towed.

Oct. 7
• Two extra patrols.
• Motorcycle escort 6:8 

p.m. Lago Drive.

Oct. 8
• Five extra patrols.
• Follow up, 2:51 p.m. 

North Gate, investigating 
incident that occurred Oct. 
7 at 12:12 p.m. 

• Animal complaint, 
10:42 p.m. Colbert Drive, 
quiet on arrival.

Oct. 9
• Three extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement, 

3:36 a.m. north and south, 
two citations.

Oct. 10
• Three extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement, 

4:17 a.m. north and south, 
three citations.

• Stop sign enforcement, 
6:35 a.m. Murieta Parkway 
at Alameda Drive, three 
citations.

Oct. 11
• Juvenile delinquency, 

6:03 p.m. Gazebo park-
ing lot, report of juveniles 
fighting, Patrol contacted 
the juveniles and they said 
it was just horse play. No 
one was hurt or injured.

Oct. 12
• Two extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforcement, 

7:27 a.m. Murieta Parkway 
and Albierto and Reynoso 
Drives, two citations.

• Overnight parking 8:31 
a.m. entrance to Clementia 
Lake, contacted resident’s 
adult son sleeping over-
night in a vehicle with a 
friend. Advised to leave the 
area, which happened.

• Animal complaint 8:47 
a.m. Stonehouse Road, 
large animal wandering on 
the road creating a hazard, 
UTL.

• Animal complaint, 
12:01 p.m. Stableford Way, 
barking dog, referred to 
RMA compliance.

• Animal complaint, 2:12 
p.m. Verona Drive, barking 
dog, owner not home, dis-
patch advised to contact 
owner by phone.

• Suspicious vehicle, 
9:41 p.m. location not 
listed, upon arrival, the 
owner of the vehicle was 
nowhere to be found.

Oct. 13
• Three extra patrols.
• Animal complaint, 3:31 

p.m. Rebano Court, bark-
ing dog, patrol contacted 
homeowner who took care 
of the problem.

Oct. 14
• Resident complaint, 

3:01 p.m. country club 
parking lot, man wearing 
camouflage apparently car-
rying a rifle case heading 
to the river. UTO.

• Stop sign violation, 

7:42 p.m. Murieta Parkway 
and Celebar, two citations 
issued.

Oct. 15
• Four extra patrols.
• Motorcycle escort, 1:28 

p.m. Anillo Way.

Oct. 16
• Seven extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement,  

streets on south, four 
citations.

• RMA rule violation, 
6:20 a.m. The Retreats, 
construct ion workers 
arrived too early and were 
advised to make a U-Turn 
to wait outside the gate 
until 7 a.m. They disre-
garded instructions. Patrol 
located them at the con-
struction site and escorted 
them off the premises.

• Stop sign enforcement, 
9:45 a.m. north and south, 
three citations.

• Accident, 12:20 p.m. 
wooden bridge, report of 
a white golf cart involved 
in an accident. UTL. The 
accident wasn’t reported.

 Wilton Fire
• Eleven medical aids 

between Oct. 4 and 17

Oct. 9
• Commercial struc-

ture fire, 5:31 p.m. 12732 
Hauschildt Road, Galt.

• Hazmat, 5:51 a.m. 
8683 Rawhide Lane.

Oct. 12
• Grass fire, 12:51 p.m. 

8885 Saddlehorn Court, 
Elk Grove.

Oct. 16
• Accident, 9:25 a.m. 

Highway 99 and Arno.

Oct. 17
• Vehicle fire, 3:48 a.m. 

Colony and Woods Roads

Sacramento 
County  

Sheriff’s Office
• No incidents reported.
� H

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension 
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911

had completed its work on 
a new rule in which vendors 
with traffic violations would 
be issued citations, rather 
than their resident custom-
ers, as has always been the 
case before. Van Doran said 
the vendor fines will range 
from $25 to $100. 

The board voted 5:0 to 
send the proposed rule 
to the membership for a 
30-day review. 

Security
Van Doran also reported 

on the Oct. 12 meet-
ing of the ad hoc Security 
Committee since its chair-
man, Director Chris Childs 
couldn’t attend the meet-
ing. Van Doran said the 
committee discussed a 
number of topics related 
to the financing of the 
Securi ty  Department , 
which is currently oper-
ated by the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD). The com-
mittee was formed to look 
at options since CSD lacks 
the funding to operate 
patrols 24/7. 

Van Doren said the com-
mittee decided to seek a 
legal opinion on the feasi-
bility of Measure J money 
being transferred from CSD 
to RMA. The group has also 
asked CSD for the figures 

on the costs to employ 
security officers. The com-
mittee   also discussed the 
possibility of hiring a pri-
vate security agency or 
using off-duty deputies 
to patrol the community, 
according to Van Doran. He 
said the committee will hold 
its next meeting on Nov. 9.

Other
In other business, the 

board took in reports 

from the Architectural 
Review, Maintenance, 
a n d    R e c r e a t i o n 
Committees.

The board will hold its 
next meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 14. The board 
decided at its September 
meeting to hold the 
November meeting a week 
earlier than usual because 
of the Thanksgiving holi-
day. � H

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- David Roy Harmon, 
one of four candidates 
in the upcoming Rancho 
Murieta Association Board 
election, had a spotty 
attendance record when he 
previously served on the 
board.

Harmon missed two 
meetings in 2009, six in 
2010, and five in 2012, 
according to the board 
meeting minutes.

Marty Pohll, who now 
serves on the Rancho 
Mur ie ta  Communi ty 
Services District (CSD), 
served on the RMA Board 
with Harmon. “I’m sur-
prised that he is running 
again because of his lack 
of participation when he 

was on the board before,” 
Pohll said.

Randy Jenco, another 
CSD director, also served 
on the RMA Board with 
Harmon.

“I concur with what 
Marty said. I don’t under-
stand why he is running 
again based on the fact he 
missed so many meetings 
while he was on the board,” 
Jenco said.

Vicky Lentz, who no lon-
ger lives in Rancho Murieta, 
also was a fellow board 
member. She said that miss-
ing two meetings as Harmon 
did in 2009 could happen to 
anyone. “But his second and 
third year was a pretty bad 
performance,” she said.

The River Valley Times 
was unable to reach Harmon 
for comment. The phone 
number he provided to 
a reporter at the RMA 

Candidates Night wasn’t 
a good listing. He didn’t 
include his phone number 
in his candidate’s statement, 
and a 411 operator reported 
that his phone number was 
unlisted.

Harmon has a LinkedIn 
page, which says he hasn’t 
posted yet. It states he 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
from California State 
University - Sacramento 
in 1997 and was the pres-
ident of the Management 
In fo rmat ion  Sys tems 
Association, a student orga-
nization while attending 
the university. It also says 
that he has worked in IT 
Governance at Health Net 
from December 1997 to 
the present. The listing also 
states he was a founding 
member of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association (EAA) 
at Rancho Murieta. � H

RMA Board Candidate  
Has Spotty Attendance Record
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Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

Rancho Murieta
Karen Hoberg

(916) 354-0800
HOMES & LAND

www.ranchomurieta.com/homes

Resident 
since 1979

Next to 
Post Office

Lic. #00670687

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
354-8819
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
Commerce Financing
RM resident over 20 years!

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

CALL-A-PRO

FAST
FAIR
FRIENDLY

Providing service to
Rancho Murieta, Wilton and 
Sloughhouse since 1989

Tom 
Mathews

14670 Cantova Way, 
Rancho Murieta

(916) 354.1411
DOI #0287985

tommathewsinsurance4me@gmail.com

Rancho Murieta
Independent 
Insurance Agent

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

Serving Arden Arcade and Sacramento County since 1993

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published weekly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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(916) 799-1541 
 

Buying or Selling? 

Certified  Senior Real Estate Specialist 
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25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236
License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your Insurance Needs

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 350 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

Green • Safe • Non-Residual Steam Cleaning • 100% Safe & Effective

916.524.4386
Ross Sall  Owner/Operator
murietacarpetandstone.com

A Rancho Murieta Owned Business • Free Estimates - 
Same Day Service 

• 30 Day No-Hassle Gurantee 
• Green Carpet Cleaning 

• Tile, Grout & 
Natural Stone Cleaning 

• Upholstery & Area Rug Cleaning

Carpets, Area Rugs, Upholstery, 
Tile, Stone, Granite Countertops, 

Motor Homes & More!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com Li
c.
#
0
0
6
0
2
1
0
4

ina semrau
OWner/BrOker

CALL-A-PRO

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045
916-257-9609916-257-9609

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior
NO JOB IS TOO BIGNO JOB IS TOO BIG

NO
 PROBLEM

PAINTING

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing

will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE

author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait?

Call now: 1-855-
667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

LAW OFFICE
Law Office of Chris C.

Clauson
Living Trusts | Wills | Es-

tate Planning
Call 1-760-709-2614

SBN# 316462
(Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-

lishing-
Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript

submissions currently be-
ing

reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation,

Production, Promotion and
Distribution. Call for Your

Free Author`s Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit

http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Repair

Jobs

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

Junk Removal

Landscaping

WANTED!
Old Porsche 
356/911/912

for restoration by  hobbyist
1948-1998 Only. 

Any condition. Top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MES-

SAGE  
1-707-339-5994. Email:  
Porscherestoration@ya-

hoo.com 
Cal-SCAN

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Concrete

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Canʼt Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within

minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call

1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing market share

is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPAʼs
Advertising Servicesʼ power

to connect to nearly 13
million of the stateʼs read-
ers who are an engaged

audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more

info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011or

cecelia@cnpa.com

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48

months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.

(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado?  Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rápida y
gratui ta en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed

Company
www.viploan.com Call

1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE

01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
 Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertizing Advertizing Automotive

Automotive

Law Office

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Painting

For more information, call or text for a free brochure: 507.217.1326

Tour includes deluxe motor coach transportation, all admission tickets, quality hotels, etc.

    Hall of Fame  
      Tour

                          Aug. 2-12 2024

Attend MLB games at Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,   
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees.
Visit football, baseball, basketball & hockey Halls of Fame

BASEBALLBob’s Tours

Tour begins at host hotel near Cincinnati Airport 
and ends near Newark Liberty Int'l Airport

We also offer an Arizona Spring Training Tour (March 3-9) and a New England Fall Foliage 
Tour (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) with games at Fenway Park and Yankee Stadium.

u

u $3,500/person based on  
double hotel occupancyu

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR, 
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP 

HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE, A 
CALIFORNIA, 
QUALIFIED 501(c)3 
NONPROFIT 

WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND 
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE 

         GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP, 
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

u

u

Jobs

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097484

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

After 30 years serving as a hospital and 
military chaplain, I returned to the pastor-
ate last year where I’m rediscovering the 
things I missed. 

I can honestly say I missed preaching, 
potlucks and the playful fun I share with 
parishioners. (See how well a pastor can 
force alliteration into his/her points.)

But I must say, I don’t miss the pressure 
clergy feel to recruit new parishioners. 
I was never much good at that.

However, in the Air Force I had 
ample opportunities to “troll for souls” 
because each base chaplain is assigned 
workplaces they must routinely visit. 
My assigned areas were the hospital 
and the Security Police station. 

One day during a visit to the police 
station, I was warmly welcomed by a 
parishioner who worked as the desk 
sergeant.  We sat down together inside 
his cubicle to talk about office issues. 

Who am You When No One is Listening?
But, a few minutes into our conver-

sation, his boss called him away for a 
moment. 

While he was gone, I remained in the 
cubicle, hidden away from the officers 
who just then entered the squad room.

Assuming they had an empty office, 
they began to talk.

Their “talk” quickly turned to the 
graphic nature of their dating life. As 
they told their can-you-top-this stories, 
one officer claimed his leading role as a 
“ladies man.”

Each of his stories centered on his 
prowess with several women inside his 
large Ford Taurus.

But when they saw their supervisor 
reenter the room, they retreated to their 
break room. 

“Do you want to have a little fun?” I 
whispered to my friend.

He gave me a hesitant nod, so I filled 
him in on the conversation I’d over-
heard. Then I asked him to introduce 
me to his fellow officers assembled 
around the donut box. (Apologies for 
the cliché.)

The sergeant and I entered the break 
room wearing matching grins.

Each officer gave me a hearty 
greeting. 

I recognized the distinctive voice of 
the Taurus officer as I sensed his unspo-
ken question, “How long have you 
been here chaplain?”

That’s when my friend and I began 
our recruitment drive. “The chaplain 
thinks some of you might want to join 
him for chapel service.”

Even with the police officers’ sixth 
sense, they still did not surmise they 
were in the crosshairs of an incoming 
practical joke. Their answers focused 
on their excuses.

“I’m Catholic,” one said.
“My wife’s out of town,” said the 

other.
“I don’t have a car,” said a third. 
And with that divinely ordained cue, 

it was “Bombs away.”
“Well, I understand that one of you 

has a nice big car you can use for 
church carpool.”

They exchanged puzzled looks, but 
the eyes of the storied officer widened 
in fear. He knew we had him in “tar-
get lock.”

“Yeah, I was sitting behind your 
supervisor’s cubicle when you all 
walked into the office. 

“You couldn’t see me, but I could 
sure hear you. Which one of you has 
that Ford Taurus?”

Suddenly, my “smart (aleck) bomb” 
found its target in the one telling the car 
stories and he doubled over in excruci-
ating embarrassment, retreating into his 
cubicle. From the noises he was mak-
ing, I wondered if he was about to lose 
every donut he’d consumed on shift.

Pointing to the donut box, I said, 
“You know, I think it might have been 
Jesus who mentioned that it’s not the 
things that go into a man’s mouth that 
defile a man, but it’s what comes out of 
the mouth that really messes him up.” 
(Matthew 15:11 The Norris Paraphrase)

For a moment, the officer fancied 
himself the envied Casanova – but in 
the next moments, the exposure of his 
words melted him into shame.

In an effort to recruit friends, this 
officer had tried to be a different per-
son to everyone he met. On his patrol 
beat, the officer was the protector for 
his community but to his friends he was 
the conqueror. And to his chaplain, he 
was a shy boy ashamed of what he’d 
said.

Recruiting friends and followers at 
the expense of who you are can get 
awfully expensive to one’s integrity. 
My guess is that it’s much easier to 
just be the same person to everyone we 
meet – which makes it much less likely 
we’ll forget who we are.

My pastor gig starts at 10:30 on 
Sunday. Will any of you be joining us?

 You can buy my new book “Tell It to 
the Chaplain” on my website, Amazon, 
or by sending me $20. Send comments 
to comment@thechaplain.net. Leave 
recorded comments at (843) 608-9715 
or write 10556 Combie Rd Suite 6643 
Auburn, CA 95602. � H

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES
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*Sale applies to all indicated items except all ”Clearance”, “Special Buys”, Serta premium mattresses. Sale price not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount.
**Free Local Delivery ($129 value) requires a $1500 minimum purchase on that day. For delivery outside of local area $129 will be deducted from that area’s delivery charge. Allow time for delivery on some items. Sale Ends 10/29/23.

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products
Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm • Sun 11am – 6pm

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

Enjoy  Extra Sp ecial Savings from Our Favorite Vendors

FINAL WEEKEND of Special Vendor Events

Flexsteel representative, 
troy movius will be in our store!

All Flexsteel purchases over $1500 that day will get 
FREE Local Delivery!**

A America representative, 
Todd Quilling will be in our store!

All A. America purchases over $1500 that day will get
FREE Local Delivery!**

Saturday,  October 28th Sunday,  October 29th

Everything 
is on Sale!*

Come Join our Celebration with Huge Savings in Every Department!

75th

Monthly Fees:
Family, Couple or Single
Golf Membership $300
Social $105

Sign up for the trial offer in 
November 2023-February 2024 

and your initiation fee is waived. 
Like what you see, and after the 
trial in March join the club with 

a 1 year contract and  
no initiation fee is needed!

*Offer available for new members only

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2023-FEBRUARY 2024 ONLY

By Lynn Baugher

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) -  The  Rancho 
Murieta Women’s Golf Club 
(RMWGC) held its annual 
championship on Sept. 10 
and 17. After these two days 
of competition, Joan Lake 
had the lowest total score, 
ahead of her closest com-
petitor by seven strokes. Her 
friends and fellow club mem-
bers know her as a gracious, 
thoughtful and kind person, 
exhibiting those qualities 
on the course as well, with 
a healthy dose of competi-
tive spirit. Not surprisingly, 
Lake was quick to credit 
her caddie, daughter Darcy 
Milligan, with keeping her 
calm, grounded and provid-
ing excellent advice.

Although Lake is one of 
the longer women hitters at 
Rancho Murieta, one of her 
playing partners reports that 
Lake’s short game was “awe-
some.” Joan admits that she 
was pleased at how well she 
was getting her shots “up and 
down.”

As the 2023 champion, 
Joan will have her name 
engraved on the club tro-
phy that was presented to 
her by Brian Little, Rancho 
Murieta’s head golf profes-
sional. Yao Guo, the 2022 
club champion, passed the 
perpetual yard sign on to 
Joan, who also received a 
pendant, flowers and $150 in 
scrip. 

There were additional 
winners in each of the three 
flights of the champion-
ship. In the Bronze Flight, 
(5500 plus yards), following 
Lake as the overall winner, 
Helen Kang in first place and 
Carrie Manriquez in second 
place. In the Combo Flight 
(5000 plus yards), the win-
ners were Janet Olsen-Coyle 

Joan Lake Wins 2023  
Women’s Golf Club Championship

Joan Lake holds her trophy after winning the 2023 Rancho 
Murieta Women’s Golf Club championship in the annual 
tournament. Photos Courtesy of Rancho Murieta Women’s 
Golf Club

Other tournament winners pose for a photo. From left are: Therese 
Yannuzzi, Joanna Graf Janet Olsen-Coyle, Carrie Manriquez Joan, 
Anna Cowperthwaite Melissa Stepanick,  and Alison Gomez,  
Helen Kang isn’t pictures. the photo, was 1st in the Bronze flight.

first, Joanna Graf second, 
and Therese Yannuzzi, third. 
In the Platinum Flight 4300 
plus yards, the winners were 
Anna Cowperthwaite first, 
Melissa Stepanick, second, 
and Alison Gomez third.

In addition to Lake’s 
excellent play, there were two 
other notable rounds to men-
tion. Anna Cowperthwaite 
had her lowest round ever 
with an 89 on the North, 
and Melissa Stepanick broke 
100 for her first time during 
Sunday’s play.

T h e  R M W G C 
Championship is not new to 
Lake, as she played her way 
to the top in 2013. A 10-year 
gap in the title is unusual, 
and certainly impressive. 
It’s a good message to all 
“mature” golfers that you 
don’t have to be 20 or 30 or 
40 to be a champ. Hats off to 
Joan.

Submi t ted  by  Lynn 
B a u g h e r,  b a u g h e r 2 @ 
hotmail.com, edited by Gail 
Bullen � H


