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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

WILTON, CA (MPG) - A 
Veterans Day celebration 
in Wilton was all about 
remembering and honor-
ing members of the Armed 
Services when it unfolded 
at the Wilton Community 
Center on Nov. 11.

The Wilton History Group 
(WHG) organized the event 
that drew around 60 attend-
ees including 18 living 
veterans who were asked to 
pose for a photo.

The history group opened 
the doors to the community 
center an hour before the pro-
gram so that attendees could 
enjoy a breakfast with an 
egg casserole, fruit salad and 
yogurt that was free for vet-
erans and their families and 
by donation for everyone 
else.

The early opening also 
gave attendees time to 
look through an extensive 
collection of WHG  histor-
ical artifacts, some dating 
back to World War I. They 
also perused displays with 
biographies and photos 
memorializing Wilton res-
idents who have lost their 
lives. They also could leaf 
through notebooks with  
information about living 
Wilton veterans and young 
residents who are currently 
serving in the Armed Forces.

Peter Lovelace, a pastor 
at the Wilton Bible Church 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Rancho Murieta held its 
own Veterans Day celebra-
tion to honor community 
veterans for their service 
to their country on Nov 
10, a day before the actual 
holiday.

Approximately 100 peo-
ple participated in the ninth 

annual “Been There, Done 
That” Café to enjoy coffee, 
donuts, and conversation 
at the RMA Building. The 
Rancho Murieta Caregiver 
Support Group sponsored 
the event.

The celebration began 
outside the building, where 
dozens of cheering chil-
dren and adults lined the 
walkway and waved hand-
drawn posters and small 
American flags as they 

thanked the veterans for 
their service.

Army veteran Don 
Craig, who served in 
Vietnam, was touched by 
the outside reception. “It 
was absolutely overwhelm-
ing,” he said. “It almost 
brings tears to your eyes 
– seeing all of these won-
derful people thanking you 
for your service.”

Once inside, the veter-
ans filled out a raffle ticket 

for a treasure trove of gift 
cards donated by local 
businesses and organiza-
tions before they found 
their way to a beautifully 
decorated table to share 
their military experiences 
with other veterans, family 
members, and friends.

The decorations included 
flags from each branch of 
the service hanging in front 
of the windows, a patriotic 

Veterans Day Event Celebrates Rancho Murieta Heroes

Celebrating RM Veterans

Air Force veterans Mike Walker, left) and Tom Thompson are greeted outside the RMA Building when they attend a Veterans Day 
celebration that recognized all past and current member of the Armed Services on Nov. 10. Photos by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - The misidenti-
fication of a mountain 
lion as a wild lion that 
was spotted on the golf 
course on the south 
and the discovery of a 
dozen house cats aban-
doned in a home on the 
north caused concern 
in Rancho Murieta last 
week authorities said.

The  seve ra l -hour 
investigation into the 
l ion  s igh t ing  took 
place on Nov. 17 near 
Fairway 12. Four agen-
cies responded: Rancho 
Murieta Association 
( R M A ) ,  R a n c h o 
Murieta Community 
S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t 
(CSD),   Sacramento 
County Animal Control, 
and the  Cal i fornia 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.

The incident blew up 
on social media after a 
resident posted a warn-
ing and a blurry photo 
that purported to be 
the animal seen on 
the golf course. It was 
later determined to be 
an image of an African 
Lion downloaded from 
the internet. The upshot 
was that the animal seen 
by three country club 
employees and several 
golfers was actually a 
mountain lion. It was 
never seen again after it 
ran into a field follow-
ing the initial sighting. 
Mountain lion sightings 
aren’t uncommon in 
Rancho Murieta.

The abandoned house 
cats were discovered 
after the Sacramento 
C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s 
Office, CSD and RMA 
responded to a report 
that two dead bodies 
might be inside an odif-
erous home on Ventana 
Drive on Nov. 14. They 
instead found 10 to 15 
cats, some dead, inside 
the unoccupied house. 
Although the sheriff’s 
office made an urgent 
re fer ra l  to  Animal 
Control,  the county 
agency didn’t respond 
until Nov. 17. In the 
interim, however, some-
one did go inside the 
house to remove the 
dead cats.

Mountain lion
C S D  S e c u r i t y 

S u p e r v i s o r  K e l l y 
Benitz said the ini-
tial report of the lion 
sighting came from 
the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club grounds 
supervisor. He con-
tacted the North Gate to 
report that an employee 
had seen a lion near 

Wild Lion 
Sighting, 

Abandoned 
Cats Cause 

Concern

Wilton Celebrates Veterans Day  
with Reverence and Respect 

and a member of the history 
group, organized the event. 
He welcomed the attend-
ees and emceed the program 
that featured six  speakers, 
a flag salute by the Wilton 
Christian School Trap Team, 
the recitation of the Pledge 
of Allegiance, the singing of 
the national anthem, and two 
multimedia musical  inter-
ludes – an Armed Forces 
medley and  a filming of 
“Proud to be an American” 

sung by Lee Greenwood and 
a group of veterans.

John Kent, a law enforce-
ment chaplain was the 
keynote speaker. Lovelace 
described him as an honor-
ary Wiltonite. Kent delivered 
the invocation, played “Taps” 
with his bugle, and described 
some of history behind the 
six branches of the service.

Kent also explained the 
meaning of “The Missing 
Man’s Table” that was set 

up near the front stage. “As 
we look at this table with a 
single setting for one, it rep-
resents and pays tribute to 
more than 83,114 Americans 
missing from each branch of 
the service because of their 
POW or MIA status,” he 
said.

Kent also asked vet-
eran Cosme Juarez to stand 
for special recognition. He 
served in the United States 

Eighteen veterans are recognized for their military service at a Veterans Day Celebration held 
at the Wilton Community  Center on Nov. 18. The Wilton History Group sponsored the event. 
Photos by Gail Bullen

Attendees look over displays memorializing Wilton veterans who have lost their lives
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of 
emerald fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks 

of the Cosumnes River.  
It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award Holder 

with the Masters Club of the Sacramento 

Association of Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious award given.

Thank you to all 

of our clients in 

2022 for another 

successful year.
BRE #00670687

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 

including “Residential Income”

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top 
Realtor for 43 Years and 

counting.
Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

centerpiece on each table, 
and an embellished table 
loaded with donated coffee 
and donuts.

H a n d - d r a w n  c a r d s 
c r e a t e d  b y  y o u n g -
sters at Cosumnes River 
Elementary School, the 
Hodge Learning Center, 
and The Ranch Preschool 
were also presented to each 
one. 

This was the eighth year 
that the Rancho Murieta 
Caregiver Support Group 
has organized the Rancho 
Murieta celebration.

Nan Parquette, who 
chaired the organizing 
committee, emceed the 
short program. It began 
with Flag Bearer Troy 
Luna Jr., leading the mem-
bers of Cub Scout Troop 
633 to the front of the room 
where the youngsters led 
the crowd in a recitation of 
the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
Luna also waved the flag in 
front of the RMA Building 
before the event began.

Parquette then called out 
each branch of the service 
and asked past and current 
members to step forward 
to be recognized. The 
applause was resounding 
as they stood up. 

P a r q u e t t e  a l s o 
announced that the Rancho 
Murieta Post of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
led by their commander 
Ted Ryon would take over 
the annual Veterans Day 
Celebration next year.

Parquette also told the 
crowd it had been a priv-
ilege for her group to 
“recognize our men and 
women of the Amed 
Forces for their service 
to the country” with the 
help of generous dona-
tions from throughout the 
community

  “This is your respite 
time to be thanked by 
all of us, who have been 
and are now protected to 
enjoy the freedoms you 
earned for us,” she said.

“This is a slogan that 
I have always liked, and 
I hope it will become 
yours,” Parquette con-
cluded. “Ours is the 
home of the free because 
of the brave.” 

Ryon later took over 

Veterans Day Event Celebrates 
Rancho Murieta Heroes

Continued from page 1

t h e  m i c r o p h o n e  t o 
announce the names of 
all of the donors and to 
preside over the distribu-
tion of the raffle prices. 
Ryon also introduced 
Jeni Case, who is form-
ing an auxiliary for the 
local VFW Post. (See the 
community brief in this 
issue of the River Valley 
Times.) 

JT Turner, who owns 
Bar Code Barbers, also 
announced he would pro-
vide its services free of 
charge to veterans the 
following day. He later 
reported giving away 50 
services.

The “Been There , 

Done That” Café first 
opened eight years ago at 
the suggestion of JoAnn 
Young, whose late father-
in-law John Prenez was 
a World War II veteran. 
Besides Young, the other 
original members of 
the organizing commit-
tee were Parquette, Judy 
Prenez, Erin Reed, and 
Berniece Jones.

Residents are wel-
come to  a t tend the 
monthly Rancho Murieta 
C a r e g i v e r  S u p p o r t 
Group. The meetings 
are held on the first 
Wednesday of the month 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at 
the RMA Building. � H

Veterans share stories at the ‘Been There – Done that Canteen’ sponsored by the Rancho 
Murieta Caregivers Group. Photos by Gail Bullen

Devin Davis and Alaine Davis help themselves to refreshments. 
He served in the Marine Corps and was stationed in Iraq,  and 
she served in the Navy.

Scoutmaster Phil Leam lines up the youngsters in Cub 
Scout Pack 633 so they can lead a recitation of the ‘Pledge of 
Allegiance’. Troy Luna Jr. is the flag bearer.

Admiring handmade cards created by local school children for 
the event are Hathaway, on left, and Bill DuVal. They are World 
War II and Vietnam War veterans respectively 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Security and development 
were  topics of interest 
when the Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA) Board 
held its monthly meeting 
on Nov. 14 that only lasted 
25 minutes.

The board also adopted 
two non-architectural 
rule revisions and took 
in updates from General 
Manager Rod Hart and 
several committee chairs.

Security Committee
Director Chris Childs 

chairs the Ad Hoc Security 
Committee, which is look-
ing for options behind the 
gates when the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District (CSD) 
stops funding patrol ser-
vices at some point next 
year.  Childs said he 
requested that RMA seek 
a legal opinion on using 
Measure J tax money  to 
help the association fund 
security inside the gates.

“Our attorneys believe 
that Measure J fund-
ing will not be available 
to RMA for security rea-
sons,” Childs said. “So that 
is a key piece of informa-
tion for our security ad hoc 
committee as we continue 
to research options to pres-
ent to the RMA Board for 
consideration.”

Childs didn’t elaborate. 
Nor did the other board 
members comment. 

Childs said his commit-
tee is still waiting to get 
data from CSD about sala-
ries and benefits for security 
personnel. After the meet-
ing, he said that CSD has 
given him the big number, 
but he is looking for specif-
ics especially details about 
benefits.

Rancho North
Audience member John 

Merchant, who is vice-pres-
ident of Save Our Lakes & 
Open Spaces (SOLOS) and 
a past CSD board member, 
provided an update about 
the Rancho North subdi-
vision that is proposing to 
build 697 lots.

Merchant said the trans-
portation study for the 
project is now on the 
Sacramento County plan-
ning website. He described 
it as an immense docu-
ment that he and resident 
John Long, a retired engi-
neer have reviewed.  “At 
some point, we should get 
together and go through it,” 
he told the board.

Merchant said on the sur-
face the document appears 
very favorable for Rancho 
Murieta “because of what 
is being required of the 
developer to satisfy the 
transportation demands 
going forward.”

Security, Rules and Development 
are RMA Board Topics

Merchant added that 
water for the new subdi-
vision isn’t the only issue. 
“There are a lot of technical 
studies that we need to get 
involved in,” he said.

Rule revisions
President Scott Adams 

chairs the Governing 
Documents Committee. He 
said the 30-day public com-
ment period for the revision 
of two rules about identi-
fication and fireworks had 
ended. 

Adams outlined some of 
the changes to the rule that 
specifies when RMA mem-
bers and nonmembers must 
provide identification. He 
said the committee added 
RMA compliance officers 
in addition to CSD officers 
who can ask for identifi-
cation and “explained the 
description of illegal activ-
ity that gives rise to the 
request for identification.

Saying that only one res-
ident comment, which was 
favorable, had come in 
about the rule, Adams made 
the motion to adopt the revi-
sion. It passed 7:0.

Adams said that five 
favorable comments came 
in about the revised fire-
works rule. In fact, three 
of the residents said that 
all fireworks should be ille-
gal all together. Adamis 
said he modified the rule 
slightly based on one com-
ment about a section of the 
rule that says fireworks 
can’t be used near unim-
proved grasslands or inside 
any park. 

The suggestion was that 
the rule should specify a 
number of feet from the 
perimeter. Adams said he 
looked at other rules and 
laws around California and 
determined that 100 feet 
would be fair.

Adams asked for a 
motion to adopt the revised 
fireworks rule, with the one 
change. The board voted 
7:0 in favor. 

The most significant 
change in the fireworks 
rule was increasing the 
fines for the use of illegal 

fireworks to $1,000, 1,500 
and $2,000.

Other business
• General Manager Rod 

Hart said he wanted to 
remind the public about the 
annual membership meet-
ing and election of directors 
on Nov. 20 at 6 p.m. He 
said they had to make sure 
that enough members voted 
in the election so the would 
be a quorum. Hart also 
said the new board would 
elect officers at the Dec. 19 
meeting. The directors will 
vote on committee mem-
bers at the January meeting.

• Adams, who chairs 
the  Communica t ions 
Committee, said his group 
received 108 entries for 
the annual photo contest. 
He said the winners will be 
announced at the Nov. 30 
meeting.

•  Director  Patr ick 
O’Hern, who chairs the 
Architectural Review 
Committee, said that 34 
projects and plans were 
reviewed in October for a 
total of 376 so far this year.

•  D i r ec to r  Renee 
Bechthold who chairs the 
Recreation Committee 
said her group had final-
ized plans for this year’s 
Holidays Lights Contest. 
She said that entrants 
should be sure to turn on 
their lights on Dec. 17 
when the final judging 
takes place.

•  D i rec to r  Danny 
Carrillo, who chairs the 
Maintenance Committee 
said Maintenance Manager 
Troy  Schaffner  had 
updated them about cur-
rent activities including 
fire fuel reduction, street 
sweeping, facility paint-
ing a townhouse told them 
that new legislation that 
doesn’t allow the use of 
potable water to irrigate 
“nonfunctional turf” will 
affect RMA.

T h e  b o a r d ’s  n e x t 
meeting is the annual 
membership meeting at 6 
p.m. Nov. 30. The follow-
ing meeting will be at 6:30 
p.m. on Dec. 19.  � H

Director Chris Childs provides an update from the Ad Hoc 
Security Committee at the Rancho Murieta Association Board 
meeting on Nov. 14. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

Continued from page 1
Army Air Corps as a radio 
operator on a B-17 bomber. 
He flew 24 missions and was 
shot down twice. He turned 
100 on Sept. 27.

Two speakers addressed 
the veterans in the crowd. 
Edgard Monroy served on an 
aircraft carrier  when he was 
young, and one of his sons is 
doing the same. “Each of you 
has built the structure of our 
society, the structure of our 
great county and you model 
a way for those who follow 
us,” he said.

Longtime Wilton resident 
Dale Wrigglesworth served 
in the Army National Guard 
for 10 years before taking a  
break. He returned to the ser-
vice just before 9-11 and was 
deployed four times includ-
ing one year in Iraq and two 
in Afghanistan.

“It’s been really an honor. 
But there are a lot of scars 
that veterans don’t see com-
ing home,” he said. “I just 
want to let you know there 
are resources out there for 
you.”

Wrigglesworth urged vet-
erans to pick up a California 
Veterans Association book, 
which he brought to the 
meeting. It explains the fed-
eral and state benefits.

At the conclusion of the 
program, WHG member 
Jim Ring asked the crowd to 
peruse all of the displays put 

Wilton Celebrates Veterans Day  
with Reverence and Respect 

The keynote speaker, John Kent, plays ‘Taps’. Photos by Gail 
Bullen

Attendees are intent as they sing the ‘National Anthem.’  
Attendees on the other side of the room aren’t pictured.

together by Alice Kutzer and 
Bonnie Rose with help from 
other volunteers. He also 
announced that a moment of 
silence would be observed 
at 11:11 a.m. “to remember 
who passed  and say a prayer 
for them.” The silence is 
held at the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the elev-
enth month to mark when 
the First World War ended in 
1918.

Kutzer also thanked the 
crowd for coming and the 
other WHG members for 
their help in the set up and 
take down. She said many 
residents also had loaned and 
donated uniforms and arti-
facts for display.

“We appreciate you, and 
we are so happy to be able 
to honor our Wilton veter-
ans in this very special way,” 
Kutzer said. � H

Riley Charlow help Kent explain the meaning of ‘The Missing Man’s 
Table’, which commemorates 83,114 Americans missing in action.

Wilton resident Cosme Juarez, 
who turned 100 on  Sept. 27, 
is asked to stand for special 
recognition. He served as a 
radio operator in the United 
States Army Air Corps in World 
War II, flew 24 missions, and 
was shot down twice.

From left, Chris Childs, Danny Carrillo and Tom Reimers all smiles 
after another successful  Rancho Murieta turkey pickup on Nov. 15. They 
went from porch to porch to collect frozen turkeys, Thanksgiving fixings 
and other needed items such as peanut butter and diapers. This was the 
fourth time that Rancho Murieta residents have collected donations for 
the Amador Interfaith Food Bank the week before Thanksgiving.  Chris 
Childs filled in for Renee Bechthold this year. All four are Rancho Murieta 
Association directors, but their food drive was a personal effort that wasn’t 
connected to the association. � H

Turkey Pickup in Rancho Murieta 
Scores Food for the Needy

Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta Resident

Law Offices of JACK G. CRAWFORD
A Professional Corporation (est. 1974)

PROBATE, ESTATE PLANNING and TRUST LAW

Learn all of your estate planning alternatives

WILLS & PROBATE • REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS • TAX PLANNING •

IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS • POST DEATH PLANNING AND ASSISTANCE

DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

1545 River Park Dr., Suite 204 Sacramento  
916-922-5700 (Office) 916-354-0756 (Home)
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David Robert Houdeshell was laid 
to rest on October 28th, 2023 after 
a short diagnosis of End Stage Liver 
Disease, he was 60 years of age. 

David was born in Redding, CA 
on April 19th, 1963. He resided 
in Rancho Murieta for 22 years. 
Relocating here from the Central 
Coast and Bay Area in 2001. 

Otherwise, known as “Big D”, “Big 
Dave”, “Cowboy”, but his favorite 
nickname was “Coach”.  It made the 
big guy teary-eyed when he ran into 
his coached student-athletes and 
they addressed him as such. He’d 
talk about it for days. 

Surviving members of his family 
are  his spouse, Deborah, twin chil-
dren, Austen and Audrey, his father 
Robert Houdeshell, his sister, Debra 
Houdeshell Ryan, and brother, Dan 
Houdeshell. 

David was a Bartender for a num-
ber of years and made a “mean 
cocktail”.  He worked 3 jobs when 
his twins were born, in order for his 
wife to stay home, while starting up 
two new businesses with his parents. 
Top Gun Enzyme & Microbial and 
Producers Specialties, Inc. are man-
ufacturing companies that produced 
products for animal nutrition. These 
companies were extremely lucrative. 

Dav id  neve r 
graduated from 
high school. He 
had the equiva-
lent to a 9th grade 
education. The 
lure of making 
money was the 
catalyst to drop-
ping out of high 
school. He would 
tell you he was 
the richest kid in 
his Leduc, prov-
ince of Alberta 
Canada.  Hard 
working, working 
nights doing jan-
itorial work at that time. He moved 
to Sacramento to be near family and 
worked for Campbell Soup Company, 
and Sunset Lawn Funeral Home sell-
ing pre-need funeral arrangements. 
Where he met his wife, Deborah, in 
1989.  She was moving to Aptos and 
he soon joined her there.  They were 
married in 1993. They recently cele-
brated their 30th wedding anniversary 
October 10th. When living in Aptos, 
he worked for Santa Cruz Memorial 
Park and Funeral Home, Aptos Club, 
Krazy’s Restaurant & Bar, Moe’s 
Alley, Britannia Arms and Woodworks 

F u r n i t u r e  & 
Lea the r.   He 
worked the 1995 
Poppy Hills AT&T 
Pebble  Beach 
P r o - A m  a n d 
met Joe Pesci. 
Who insisted on 
wearing his golf 
shoes in a “no 
shoe zone” and 
making his own 
cocktail. They hit 
it off immediately. 
Twins, Austen 
a n d  A u d r e y, 
were prematurely 
born in 1997. In 

2001, relocating to Sacramento, 
purchasing a home in Rancho 
Murieta, to be closer to Aunt Deb 
and Uncle Mat Ryan, with rais-
ing twins, he worked for Ashley 
Furniture, Beck’s Furniture and 
continued his animal nutrition busi-
ness. Working for himself provided 
him with the flexibility and oppor-
tunity to Coach the PG Eagles pilot 
program for youths. He found his 
nitch and loved it!

A HUGE Chicago Bear fan, it was 
either going to be “a good week or 
a bad week” if the Bears won or 

lost. If you follow “Da Bears” most 
weeks were not good weeks. But 
he was a true fan. 

David care-gave his mother who 
was diagnosed with ovarian can-
cer for 17 months until her demise in 
2019 which devastated him and this 
he never bounced back from. She 
waited to pass until he arrived at her 
bedside. Just prior to David’s death, 
he was caregiving his father and 
Brother in Laws father. 

David will be remembered as a 
“Larger than Life” personality, the 
“Life of the Party”, always a good 
story or joke to tell and knew just 
about everything about your favorite 
sports team and his. He also loved 
his military movies and could name 
any plane in the sky and give you the 
details. He loved the Rancho Murieta 
Airport and the Rancho Murieta 
Equestrian Center, he could be seen 
frequenting them often. Or by the 
Consumnes River, hoping to see the 
salmon in the fish ladder jump. 

He was loved by so many and 
is missed greatly by his family and 
friends. 

In lieu of flowers please consider a 
small donation to: CCFAA -Alcoholics 
Anonymous or Loaves and Fishes/
The Mustard Seed School. 

M E M O R I A L
DAV ID  ROBER T  HOUDE SHEL L  •  4/19/1963  –  10/28/2023

Thank A Veteran Today

Our dad, Wallace Theodore ‘Ted’ 
Strand, Jr, a 59-year resident of 
Wilton, passed away on November 
10, 2023 due to complications from 
pneumonia. The eldest son of Neva 
Marie and W. T. ‘Wally’ Strand, Sr, 
Ted was born on July 20, 1936, in 
Los Angeles.  He was raised in Long 
Beach, CA, Marion, IA, and Gold Hill, 
OR before settling in Sacramento in 
1953. 

After graduating from C.K. 
McClatchy High School in 1954, Dad 
worked at Panama Pottery, Capital 
Nursery and DMV in Sacramento 
before starting his 38-year career with 
Procter & Gamble out on Fruitridge 
Road.  He worked alongside our 
grandpa Wally in both the Duncan 
Hines cake mix part of the plant 
and also the lab, before becoming 
a machinist/mechanic in the plant’s 
tower.  

Along the way, he met our mom 
and they had to get married because, 
as he put it, their horses were living 
together.

The four of us came along between 
1963 and 1969, adding more noise 
to the farm he was busy build-
ing from the dirt up on Apple Road.  
Speaking of which: he could build 
or fix almost anything.  Television’s 
‘Tim the Toolman’ had nothing on our 
dad, who was quite handy with just 
about any power tool or situation that 
required intelligence, resourcefulness, 
or grit.  

Our dad had a great (albeit some-
times very dry) sense of humor, and 
was known far and wide as the driver 
of a very slow-moving VW Bug.  He 
enjoyed Blues music, antiques, 
science, history, genealogy, and 
sneaking extra chocolate chip cook-
ies baked by our mom.  He was 
extremely skilled at clock and watch 
repair.  In the late 50’s through the 
60’s, before the Sacramento portion 
of the I-5 freeway was completed, 
he spent many hours digging for bot-
tles in the Old Sac/K Street area with 
friends, and eluding the law to sneak 
into Sacramento’s underground cat-
acombs to look for treasure.  In later 
years, after becoming more of a 
law-abiding man, he rarely passed a 
garage sale without stopping.

Our dad was a great son, brother, 

husband, father, grandpa, uncle, 
friend, and neighbor.  He was a mem-
ber of the Sloughhouse Volunteer Fire 
Department for a couple years, and 
believed in honesty, integrity, and 
helping others.  His handshake was 
his word.

He leaves behind our mom, 
Marlene, his wife of 62 years; chil-
dren Christina Strand Wagner, Ted 
Strand III (Jennifer), and Michelle (Jeff) 
Radford. He also leaves his brother 
Bob (Kristen) Strand, brother-in-law 
Stan Scharosch (Mary); grandchildren 
Shelby, Casey, Alex, Kiersten and 
Jacob; and numerous nephews and 
nieces. He was preceded in death 
by our Grandpa Wally, our Grandma 
Marie, and our brother Carl.

We are grateful to the wonderful 
doctors and nurses at Sutter Hospital 
in Sacramento who tried so valiantly 
to save our dad’s life.

The funeral will be held Friday, 
December 1 at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, located at 8701 Elk Grove-
Florin Road in Elk Grove.  Visitation 
will be from 9:00am to 10:00am, 
followed by the funeral service at 
10:00am.  Interment will be at East 
Lawn Cemetery, located at 4300 
Folsom Blvd in Sacramento, with a 
luncheon reception immediately fol-
lowing.  In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation to the 
Sacramento Shriners Hospital for 
Children, or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, two of our dad’s 
favorite charities.

M E M O R I A L

WALLACE THEODORE “TED” STRAND • 7/20/1936 – 11/10/2023

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

Wilton resident Edgar ‘Alan’ 
Monroy is currently serving on 
the USS Gerald R. Ford air-
craft carrier which is currently 
stationed in the Mediterranean 
because of the Israel Hamas 
conflict. In photo right, an 
8-year-old Monroy admires 
the Easter Bunny at the Wilton 
Spring Fling in March 2012. In 
photo above, Monroy enlists in 
the Navy in August 2022 at age 
19. When growing up, Monroy 
belonged to 4-H, Boy Scouts 
and became the youngest mem-
ber of the Wilton History Group. 
� H

Above Photo by Gail Bullen, below photo courtesy of Monroy Family

Wilton Resident Serving on Aircraft Carrier 
in the Mediterranean
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We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS SECURITY LOGS
Kiwanis seeks dona-

tions for Toys for 
Tots

The Kiwanis Club is 
in its 14th  year in part-
nership with the Marines 
Toys for Tots program.  
Kiwanis has placed Toys 
for Tots boxes at sev-
eral locations in Rancho 
Murieta.   Toy boxes can 
be found at: Consumnes 
River Elementary School, 
Ace  Hardware ,  The 
Backyard, Go Fore Pizza, 
Rancho Murieta Homes 
and Ranches, Kiwanis 
See’s Candy Store, Rancho 
Murieta Garden Club, 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club and the Local Bean 
Coffee Shop.   Toys will 
be collected until Dec. 
14.   The toys collected 
are for needy children 
in over 2000 families 
in Sacramento County. 
For more information 
contact Pete Edwards 
408-209-1461.

Murieta Dance 
Company sales 

annual recital Dec. 9 
and 10

The Murieta Dance 
Company will head “Back 
to the Future” when the 
young members will dance, 
sing and act their hearts 
out at the annual recital on 
Dec. 9 and 10. The perfor-
mances inside the former 
Murieta Market space in 
The Plaza will be held at 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
9 and at 2 p.m. on Sunday 
Dec. 10. Tickets are $15 
per person for general 
admission and $25 for VIP 
seating. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the studio which 
is located in the plaza and 
at Bar Code Barbers in 
the Bel Air shopping cen-
ter. Food and drink will 
be available for purchase 
during the performances. 
For more information call 
916-296-6503.

 Rancho Murieta 
Cub Scout pack is 

recruiting members
Cub Scout Pack 233 in 

Rancho Murieta is seek-
ing new members. The 
pack is open to boys and 
girls in grades kindergar-
ten through fifth. Contact 
Scoutmaster Phil Kleam at 
pckleam@gmail.com.  

Kiwanis seeks 
Sweats for Vets 

donations
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 

Murieta is once again ask-
ing for monetary donations 
to its Sweat for Vets pro-
gram. This is 14th year 
of helping veterans who 
are hospitalized at the 
Sacramento VA Medical 
Center in Mather. Please 
make your check out to 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta Sweat for Vets. 
Cash  dona t ions  and 
Walmart gift cards are also 
welcome.  Mail donations 
to Kiwanis at P. O. Box 
855, Rancho Murieta, or 
put them in a drop box at 
the RMA building. If you 
have any questions call 
Diann Swan at 916-354-
0656. Thank you for your 
support of this program. 
Roadway improvements to 
close Grant Line Road

Sacramento County 
will close Grant Line 
Road between Keifer 
and  Doug las  Roads 
between Nov.  27 and 
Dec. 23 to make roadway 
improvements.

Kiwanis slates See’s 
Candies fundraiser
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 

Murieta is once again be 
selling See’s Candies for 
the holidays. You will 
have two ways of purchas-
ing your favorite items 
– in-person or online. You 
will find us at the same 
in-person location as last 
year, next door to Town 
& Country Real Estate 
in the Bel Air Shopping 
Center.  Look for our blue 
Kiwanis flag.   We will be 

open every day from Nov. 
25 and 26   and Friday to 
Sunday, Dec. 1 to 3, Dec. 
8 to 10, Dec. 15 to 17, and 
Dec. 22 to 23, if not sold out.  
Our hours will be noon to 
4 p.m.  We will accept cash 
or credit cards.  Online pur-
chases can be made through 
our website.   We offer free 
delivery to residents in the 
North, South, Gardens, and  
the Village.   Orders placed 
by 5 p.m. will be available 
for delivery the next day. For 
more information or to pur-
chase online, please visit our 
website at www.rmkiwanis.
org. You can also contact the 
co-chairs Jeannette Edwards 
at (408) 515-2636 or Patti 
Maffei at (415) 519-1043.  
Thank you for supporting 
our fundraiser. 

Roadway improve-
ments to close Grant 

Line Road
Sacramento County 

will close Grant Line 
Road between Keifer 
and  Doug las  Roads 
between Nov.  27 and 
Dec. 23 to make roadway 
improvements.

Kiwanis slates 
annual crab fee on 

Feb. 3.
The Kiwanis Club of 

Rancho Murieta is thrilled 
to announce our 10th Annual 
Crab Feed will be Feb. 3, 
2024, at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Catholic Church on 
Cantova Way. In partner-
ship with the Knights of 
Columbus the Crab Feed is 
an amazing evening of deli-
cious crab dinner, a silent 
auction, dessert auction, 
and, of course, our huge and 
extravagant raffle. The Crab 
Feed is the largest fundraiser 
for our Kiwanis Club. Cash 
sponsorship opportunities 
ranging from $300 to $5,000 
are available until Dec. 3, 
2023. Crab Feed dine-in tick-
ets will go on sale January 6 
and 13  at The Local Bean 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dine-in 
tickets will be sold on a first 
come first served basis. Cash 
or credit cards are accepted. 
The price is the same as last 
year at $70. Drive-through 
tickets can be purchased 
at The Local Bean in-per-
son sales days or online 
at our website  www.rmki-
wanis.org from Jan. 6 to Jan. 
28. Dinner includes crab, 
shrimp, salad, pasta, rolls 
and dessert. Chef KC will be 
catering the meal this year. 
Our Key Club high school 
students will again be our 
servers. For more informa-
tion regarding sponsorships, 
raffle or silent or dessert auc-
tion items, please contact 
Bonnie at 916-502-3260.  For 
more information regarding 
ticket sales, please contact 
Jeannette at 408-515-2636. 
Like our Facebook page for 
most up-to-date information, 
“Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta”. Thank you for 
your continued support of 
our Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta.

RMA members 
urged to vote by 

Nov. 30
Don’t’ forget to vote 

in the Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA) 2023 
election for directors. Cast 
your vote by noon on Nov. 
30 for a chance to win 
an Apple iPad or one of 
six gift cards. The draw-
ing will be held at the 
RMA Annual Meeting that 
begins at 6 p.m. on Nov. 
30. The association needs 
932 votes to establish a 
quorum. A packet about the 
election was mailed to all 
members earlier this year. 
Mail or deliver your bal-
lot to the RMA Building or 
bring it to the meeting.

VFW slates auxiliary 
meeting Dec. 16.

The Rancho Murieta 
Post of  the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars is forming an 
auxiliary and will be seek-
ing members at a meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 6 at 

the RMA building.. To 
be eligible, an auxiliary 
member must have a rel-
ative who qualifies to be 
a member of the VFW. 
For example, an auxiliary 
member could be a mother, 
spouse or grandson. To be 
eligible for VFW member-
ship, a person must meet 
two requirements. First is 
having served in the Armed 
Forces of the US and 
receiving an honorable dis-
charge. Second, the person 
must have served on for-
eign soil or hostile waters. 
For more information 
about the auxiliary, contact 
Jeni Case at 845-541-7232 
or Post Commander Ted 
Ryon 916-801-9383

RM holiday home 
tour slated Dec. 8
What could be better 

than Christmas in Rancho 
Murieta?  The    Rancho 
Murieta Woman’s Club 
Holiday Home tour, of 
course.    Join us Friday 
Dec. 8  between 10 am. 
and noon at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club 
to pick up your pro-
gram, wrist band (entry 
ticket) and to  enjoy a 
light breakfast of mini 
quiches, fruit, bite size 
pastries, coffee, tea and 
your choice of one free 
Bloody Mary or Mimosa. 
The Holiday Home tour 
will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and features 
three beautiful homes in 
the South and three in the 
North. The cost    is $30 
per person. The reserva-
tion forms are available 
at the RMA building or 
contact Cindy Shamrock 
at  916-354-1918 or 
Barbara Armstrong 916-
541-1884. Reservations 
and  payment are due 
by 5 p.m. on Monday, 
11/27.  The event is open 
to all Rancho Murieta 
residents & their guests. 
Gentlemen are included.

Wilton Winter 
Festival slated 

Saturday Dec. 2
The annual  Wilton 

Winter Festival will be held 
at the Wilton Community 
Center on Saturday. Dec. 2. 
Girl Scout Troop 2060 will 
serve breakfast from 8 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. The P.A.C.E. pro-
gram at Dillard School will 
serve lunch from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The parade will begin at 
noon with nearby roads clos-
ing at 11:30 p.m. After the 
parade, Santa will listen to 
Christmas wishes at the com-
munity center. Vendors also 
will sell  crafts and holiday 
goods. For more informa-
tion email ParksEvents@
SacCounty.gov, phone 916-
875-6205, or check the 
Wilton Community Center 
Facebook page. The event is 
sponsored by the Sacramento 
County Parks & Rec Council 
Area 4B.

River Valley 
Garden Club 

Sponsors Smokey 
the Bear Contest
All students in grades one 

through five at any school 
are invited to participate 
in a poster contest spon-
sored by the River Valley 
Garden Club. The con-
test is about Smokey the 
Bear and needs to state 
somewhere on the poster 
-  “Only you can prevent 
forest fires”. Please contact 
Berniece Jones at 916-354- 
2873  to get  poster paper 
and more information about 
the contest. We will deliver 
poster paper and con-
test rules   to anyone who 
wants to enter.  The con-
test ends Nov. 1. Prizes will 
be awarded for each grade 
level. The first place prize 
is $20 and second place is 
$10. All first prize winners 
will be entered into the state 
level competition. River 
Valley Garden Club is affil-
iated with National Garden 
Club, Pacific Region, and 
California State Garden 
Clubs. � H

 Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at www.
rmcsd.com. A quick link to 
the security logs is on the 
home page.

RP = Reporting Person
GOA = Gone on Arrival
UTL = Unable to Locate
BOLO = Be on Look
Out
NFI = No Further 
Information
QOA = Quiet on Arrival
HBD = Had 
B e e n  D r i n k i n g 

 

Rancho Murieta
Nov. 1

• Log not supplied.

Nov. 2
• Four extra patrols.

Nov. 3
• Four extra patrols.

Nov. 4
• One extra patrol.
• Animal complaint, 

4;17 p.m. Nueva Drive, 
dog barking. No one was 
home, but dispatch reached 
the owner, and they said 
they would take care of the 
problem.

Nov. 5
• Two extra patrols.
• Trespassing, 2:07 pm. 

Lone Pine Hill, GOA.
•  A c c i d e n t ,  2 : 5 9 

p.m. Gazebo parking 
lot, involved golf car 
and a van. The damage 
was minor. The drivers 
exchanged information. 
The under-age golf cart 
driver was cited.

Nov. 6
• Six extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement, 

4:38 a.m. Lago Circle, two 
citations.

Nov. 7
• Five extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement, 

2:06 a.m. Murieta South, 
three citations.

• Stop sign enforcement, 
8:16 a.m. Murieta South 
Parkway and Reynosa 
Drive, two citations.

• Welfare check, 10:21 
.m. Lago Drive, the elderly 
resident told patrol that he 
didn’t need any medical 
attention.

• Vandalism, 12:04 p.m. 
location not listed, an 
unknown person placed 
tree bark inside the ignition 
of her Kawasaki motorcy-
cle so she couldn’t start it. 
It was last driven on Nov. 
4. Follow-up with video 
surveillance to identify a 
possible suspect.

Nov. 8
• Five extra patrols.

Nov. 9
• Three extra patrols.
•  Suspicious activ-

ity, 7:32 p.m. Rio Oso, 
Resident reported someone 
knocked on their door and 
left a sack with a deceased 
animal inside, possibly a 
bird. Patrol conducted a 
perimeter check and didn’t 
find anything.

Nov. 10
• Four extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforcement, 

7:26 p.m. three loca-
tions on the south, three 
citations.

• Miscellaneous, 1:45 
pm. Location not listed, 
contacted neighbor about 
feeding stay cats in the 
neighborhood. Resident 
apologized. She stated.

• Resident complaint, 
7:52 p.m. Colbert Drive, 
report of doorbell ditch-
ing. When patrol arrived 
he saw some juveniles who 
ran away when they saw 
his vehicle.

Nov. 11
• Three extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforcement, 

6:07 p.m. Cayo Court. 
License plate recorded.

Nov. 12
• Nine extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement, 

4:24 a.m. Murieta South, 
three citations.

• Animal complaint, 3:30 
p.m. Barking dog. Reached 
homeowner by phone. 
They will be home soon to 
take care of the problem.

• Miscellaneous, 6:37 
p.m. Jackson Highway and 
Murieta Inn. RP said he 
followed a person driving 
recklessly to the Murieta 
Inn, where he blocked 
the vehicle from leaving. 
Patrol contacted the driver 
of the vehicle who was dis-
tracted but not intoxicated. 
Patrol advised the RP to 
contact the appropriate 
authorities the next time 
and not to follow or detain 
anyone.

• Gun shots, 8:07 pm. 
Murieta Village, patrol 
checked the village and 
surrounding business areas. 
All seemed normal.

• Stop sign enforce-
ment, 9;47 a.m. Murieta 
South Parkway at Abierto 
and Celebrar, license plates 
listed on log.

Nov. 13
• One extra patrol.
• Parking enforcement, 

2:25 a.m. Murieta South, 
three citations.

Nov. 14
• Stop sign enforce-

ment, 7:13 a.m. Murieta 
South  Parkway and 
Reynosa Drive cited.

• Welfare check, 12;33 
p.m. Ventana Drive. 
RAM compliance offi-
cer contacted patrol for 
a welfare check. Upon 
arrival, nobody answered 
the door. Patrol saw 
numerous cats inside 
the home, but no resi-
dents appeared present. 
The sheriff’s department 
arrived to assess the situ-
ation and determined that 
no one was presently liv-
ing at the address. Patrol 
cleared call .  Animal 
Control was advised 
about the cats.

Nov. 15
• Accident. 7:33 a.m. 

Murieta Parkway and the 
first Lago Drive, vehicle 
versus golf cart.  Video 
survei l lance showed 
a juvenile making an 
illegal left turn at the 
intersection, bypassing 
the designated turn lane 
with the drop arm, caus-
ing a collision with the 
vehicle. The video also 
indicated the juvenile 
driver had a passenger. 
The juvenile driver was 
cited for not having a 
license and carrying pas-
sengers without a license. 
Supervisor Kelly Benitez 
showed the video at the 
CSD Board meeting that 
night. The footage shows 

the driver of the vehicle 
running the stop sign just 
before the accident.

• Animal complaint 9:16 
a.m. Stableford Way, RP 
reported that a neigh-
bor’s dog had defecated 
in his front yard, but 
the dog owner didn’t 
pick up the excrement. 
Patrol responded to the 
dog owner’s home, but 
nobody was home. The 
incident was referred to 
RMA Compliance.

• Vandalism, 10:59 
a.m. Riverview Park, 
report of vandalism in 
men’s bathroom. An 
unknown juvenile used 
a green marker to draw 
male genitalia inside 
the bathroom divider. 
Re fe r r ed  t o  RMA 
Compliance, which will 
be checking the video.

Nov. 16
• Two extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforcement, 

8:16 p.m. Murieta Parkway 
and Guadalupe Drive. 
License plated noted on 
log.

 Wilton Fire
• Twenty-one medical 

aids between Nov. 1 and 16

Nov. 1
• Grass fire, 5:15 pm. 

12817 Woods Road.

Nov. 3
• Fire alarm, 12:58 p.m., 

9961 Dillard Road.
• Grass fire, 1:38 p.m. 

Alta Mesa and Twin Cities 
Road.

Nov. 4
• Illegal burn, 5:07 am. 

9760 Colon Road.
• Smoke investigation, 

12:06 p.m. 9621 Sherman 
Lane.

• Grass fire, 2:32 p.m. 
9516 Clay Station Road.

• Grass fire, 8:39 p.m. 
1318 Midway, Ave., Galt.

Nov. 5
• Accident, 12:09 a.m. 

Walmort and Badger Creek 
Roads.

• Fire alarm, 12:08 p.m. 
13390 Orange Road.

• Accident, 9:18 p.m. 
Highway 99.

Nov. 6
• Unknown type fire, 

6:04 p.m. 8960 Voula 
Lane.

Nov. 8
• Grass fire, 1:15 p.m. 

11492 Alta Mesa Road.

Nov. 10
• Accident, 6:52 p.m. 

Highway 99 and Dillard 
Road.

Nov. 11
• Accident, 3:07 a.m. 

Highway 99 and Arno 
Road.

• Accident, 10:32 a.m. 
Dillard and Riley Roads. 

Nov. 13
• Smoke investigation, 

4:55 p.m. Darr Lane and 
Woods Road

Nov. 14
• Accident, 3:31 p.m. 

10240 Colony Road.

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office

Oct. 24
• Theft, 8 a.m. 10300 

block Tavernor Road.
• Aggravated assault, 

8:56 a.m. 11900 block of 
Hobday Road. � H
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• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

Celebrating           Years Strong65
El Dorado Savings Bank  

Member
www.eldoradosavingsbank.com

SAFE—STRONG—SECURE

Serving our local communities for 65 years

BAUER FINANCIAL, INC.
 El Dorado Savings Bank has Earned the  

Highest Rating for 119 Consecutive  
Quarters.   www.bauerfinancial.com 

 
The FINDLEY REPORT
 El Dorado Savings Bank Awarded the  

Classification of Premier Performance  
during the year 2022.   www.findley-reports.com 

See what the experts say about  
El Dorado Savings Bank

NMLSR ID 479256

We thank our valued customers for your continued support.

Come experience superior customer service at any of  
our 35 convenient branch offices or visit us on-line at:

“Quality Makes A Difference”

800-874-9779

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
-  The Nov. 15 meeting 
of the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD) Board was 
mostly talk with little 
action because the agenda 
was so light. Nevertheless,  
the directors and some 
audience members some-
times waxed at length 
on related topics  when 
department heads delivered 
their monthly staff reports 
for finance, security and 
utilities.  

Agenda items
The directors voted 

unanimously to order new 
membranes for Water 
Treatment Plant I and 
approved two housekeep-
ing requests. General 
Manager Mimi Morris also 
introduced Mark Matulich, 
the new director of finance 
and administration.

The board voted to 
spend $199,000 for the 
membranes with the under-
standing only 30% of the 
amount was needed to 
initiate the purchase. A 
lengthy discussion ensued 
about whether the cost 
should come from oper-
ating expenses or the 
reserves. Already close to 
life expectancy, the mem-
branes are even in worse 
shape because they have 
been damaged by manga-
nese in the water. 

Morris told the board 
Matulich would be a very 
qualified member of the 
team given his 20-year 
career in accounting and 
auditing (which included 
working as the controller at 
the Sacramento Bee.)

Finance
Matulich told the board 

only one item remained 
to wrap up  the 2020/21 
audit, which is unwind-
ing a $123,00 unresolved 
audit adjustment balance. 
In looking at the first four 
months of the current fiscal 
year, it appears that dis-
trict expenses are coming 
in a little under budget. If 
projected out for the year it 
could come to a $1.2 mil-
lion surplus. 

Matulich also reiter-
ated a report from General 
Manager Mimi Morris that 
the Great Plains account-
ing system was a viable 
general ledger accounting 
package for the district’s 
needs. He also said using it 
would be more cost effec-
tive than switching to the 
Tyler Technologies soft-
ware. This was surprising 
because the prior finance 
admin i s t r a to r,  Pau l a 
O’Keefe, described Great 
Plains at many past board 
meetings as being outdated 
software, and she indicated 
that switching to Tyler 
would help solve some of 
the district’s accounting 
woes.

Security
A u d i e n c e  m e m b e r 

Crystal Matter asked how 
much of the budget sur-
plus wasn’t being used to 
support security services 
(which currently only has 
three officers on patrol.)

Director Steven Booth 
said he understood that 

CSD Board Discusses 
Finances, Security 

and Water 

Mark Matulich, the new director of finance and administration,  
is introduced at the Nov. 15 meeting of the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District Board of Directors. Photo by Gail 
Bullen

the security budget the 
board approved requiring  
Security Supervisor Kelly 
Benitez “to operate with a 
skeleton crew” didn’t have 
a surplus, which would be 
verified in a report next 
month.

Morris responded that 
the 23/24 Security bud-
get included all the money 
from Measure J plus 
$250,00 from the property 
taxes.  “That was a reduc-
tion of $250,000 from the 
prior year as part of ramp-
ing down the security 
budget to live within the 
means of the Measure J 
resources. So that was the 
plan,” she said.

Benitez also showed sur-
veillance camera footage at 
the North Gate of  an acci-
dent on Murieta Parkway 
and Lago Drive on Nov. 
15. It shows a southbound 
SUV driver blowing the 
stop sign on parkway and 
hitting a golf cart that had 
made an illegal left turn in 
front of him. Although the 
golf cart was tipped over, 
no injuries were reported to 
the underage driver and his 
passenger.

During his report about 
incidents of note, Benetiz 
described graffiti left on 
a wall at Murieta Village 
and a patrol  officer’s 
response to a shooting at 
the equestrian center when 
he rendered first aid to one 
of two victims on Oct. 5. 
Benetiz said he wants to 
begin stocking trauma kits 
in the patrol cars. He has 
heard a report  of the vic-
tims was left a paraplegic.

Another  d iscuss ion 
ensued about CSD locking 
and unlocking non-district 
facilities throughout the 
community when patrol no 
longer operates 24/7. Booth 
said that brought up his 
long standing concern that 
CSD is providing many 
services to RMA with-
out being compensated for 
enforcing the associations 
rules and regulations.

Utilities  
Director Linda Butler 
touched off a lengthy dis-
cussion about cleaning 
out storm drains when 
she described a protection 
ditch at Chesbro Reservoir 
that is located between the 
homes and the water as “ 
a pathetic example of a 
ditch.”

Operations Director 
Michael Fritschi also 

reported that district will 
get some free engineer-
ing work from a class of 
students at the California 
P o l y t e c h n i c a l  S t a t e 
University in San Luis 
Obispo working on the 
final design project. As the 
client, CSD will present 
the students with an RFP 
for consulting services 
to solidify the existing 
water production capac-
ity, to determine the best 
way forward to increase 
capacity and to provide 
suggestions for increased 
sufficiency.

Fritschi also briefly 
reported on a district 
town hall meeting held on 
Nov. to discuss progress 
on the Integrated Water 
Master Plan.  Commenting 
about work on the plan, 
audience member John 
Merchant brought up what 
he said was another  dis-
crepancy in the water 
production statistics being 
used by the consultants. 
Another  lengthy discus-
sion ensued on topics such 
as seepage and separat-
ing estimates for increased 
water demand for already 
approved subdivision ver-
sus the Rancho North 
subdivision that has yet to 
be approved.

Public records
A u d i e n c e  m e m b e r 

Matter, who is an attor-
ney, asked why she has 
waited 14 months to get an 
answer to a request under 
the Public Records Act. 
Booth said he thought all 
the PRA requests had been 
resolved and asked Morris 
to provide a list of any still 
pending.

D i s t r i c t  s e c r e t a r y 
Amelia Wilder said Matter 
was referring to a request 
for many emails. “Since 
we don’t have the staff to 
go through them, our IT 
department grabbed them 
out of where the emails 
land, and I have to send 
them over to our attorney’s 
office,” she said. “There 
are a lot of redactions 
and things that have to be 
looked at.”

After Booth said he 
wanted to see all outstand-
ing PRAs wrapped up, 
Morris said she would add 
a PRA status report to her 
future general manager 
reports.  

The next CSD Board 
meeting will be held at 5 
p.m. on Dec. 20. � H

the 12th fairway on the 
south.

When a compliance 
officer alerted RMA 
General Manager Rod 
Hart about the lion 
sighting, he told him to 
immediately notify ani-
mal control and fish and 
wildlife. “We got there 
right away because it 
was next to a bus stop,” 
Hart said.

The young woman 
who had seen the lion 
was “pretty shaken up” 
when she showed Hart 
her blurry picture. But 
he couldn’t ask her about 
it because of language 
difficulties. But two 
other Hispanic employ-
ees, one of whom spoke 
English, confirmed they 
also had seen the animal 
depicted in her photo. 
She also shared her 
photo with other people 
on the scene.

Hart said they used 
binoculars to check 
for the lion but didn’t 
see anything. When 
the animal control offi-
cer pulled up, the three 
witnesses had already 
left. However, the ani-
mal  control  off icer 
conducted a web search 
of the photo and deter-
mined it was a copy of 
an African Lion taken 
off the internet.

H a r t  s a i d  t h e y 
remained on scene for 
a couple of hours wait-
ing to view some video 
the young woman also 
had taken. However, the 
video didn’t show the 
lion. “It was obviously 
of a field where she said 
it ran,” he said.

In the interim, they 
were approached by 
several golfers who 

said they too had seen 
a large animal on the 
golf course. “They were 
pretty certain it was a 
mountain lion,” Hart 
said.

Abandoned cats
The CSD Security log 

shows the house cat inci-
dent began on Nov. 14. 
Sgt. Mel Outram wrote 
that RMA Compliance 
Officer Chris Smith 
asked for a welfare 
check on Ventana Drive. 
Outram wrote that no 
one appeared to be liv-
ing at the house. But he 
could see numerous cats 
inside.

T h e  s h e r i f f ’ s 
office personnel also 
responded and assessed 
the situation, deter-
mining that no one was 
living at the residence. 
Outram cleared the call 
without incident, accord-
ing to his log entry.

Sheriff ’s Lt. Greg 
Coauette also referenced 
the call the follow-
ing day when he was 
speaking at a commu-
nity meeting at the RMA 
Building. He described 
the call as suspicious 
with two people possibly 
dead inside the house 
because of the smell.  

After reading the log, 
the River Valley Times 
contacted Outram to see 
whether Animal Control 
had been notified about 
the cats. Outram said the 
sheriff’s office made the 
notification.

Outram said sheriff’s 
personnel also contacted 
one of the homeown-
ers who lives in Los 
Angeles. She told them 
the elderly people living 
there had become ill and 
had been taken to a care 
facility.

  “Nobody has been 
living at that address for 
some time. But I don’t 
know the time frame,” 
Outram said.

When Benitez was 
asked for more details 
about the incident on 
Nov. 18,   he said that 
Outram saw 10 to 15 
cats inside the house, 
some of them dead. Hart 
also reported the about 
same number of cats on 
the initial call. 

Benitez said some-
one came in later and 
removed the dead cats. 
Hart said when he and 
Smith  checked the 
locked house the follow-
ing day, the dead cats 
appeared to be gone.

Hart  sa id  Animal 
Control didn’t respond 
to the initial call even 
though Coauette person-
ally made the referral, 
saying it was urgent.

However,  An imal 
Control did respond on 
Nov. 17.

Hart said it  came 
about after an animal 
control officer responded 
to the lion sighting ear-
lier in the day. After Hart 
told him that his depart-
ment hadn’t responded 
to the abandoned cats 
three days earlier, the 
officer said he would 
head to the address after 
the lion call concluded. 
Hart said the animal 
control officer was taken 
aback when he went to 
the house and told him 
that his department had 
dropped the ball.

  “I was very pleased 
with our interaction with 
them last night,” Hart 
said on Nov. 18.  “I have 
all the confidence in the 
world that it will get 
taken care of.” � H

Wild Lion Sighting, Abandoned Cats  
Cause Concern in Rancho Murieta

Continued from page 1
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From StatePoint

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Military spouses sac-
rifice stable careers and time 
with loved ones due to con-
stant moves to new duty 
stations, and hold down the 
fort at home during their 
spouses’ deployments. That’s 
why the USO prioritizes 
providing community and 
support to military spouses. 
Here are some of the ways 
their programs are making an 
impact:

Friendship: USO Coffee 
Connections are monthly 
gatherings where military 
spouses can relax, craft, do 
yoga, swap advice and go on 
outings. The goal is building 
friendships among military 
spouses. When Jenna King’s 
husband Tech Sgt. Howard 
King was forward deployed 
to Poland with less than 24 
hours’ notice, she says she 
found a home away from 
home at USO Lakenheath 
in the U.K., which has been 
hosting Coffee Connections 
since the war in Ukraine 
began. Because of the warm 
welcome and sense of com-
munity she found there, she 
and her children visit the cen-
ter often. “There’s something 
for each of us here,” she said. 
“Being overseas, friends who 
are like family are the big-
gest blessing. And you can’t 
turn down free coffee and 
snacks!”

Support for new parents: 
Military parents are often 
away from family and friends 
during their pregnancies and 
first months as new par-
ents. USO Special Delivery 
presented by Johnson’s are 
baby showers that provide a 
touch of home. They allow 
expectant parents and mili-
tary spouses to connect and 
bond, and 72% of partici-
pants this year have stated 
in feedback surveys that 

How Military Spouses Can Find 
Connection and Support

this is the only baby shower 
they will receive. More than 
20,000 parents have been 
served through this program 
since its 2013 launch, includ-
ing 1st Lt. Erika Pearson, an 
active-duty service member 
in the Air Force. She knew 
her spouse, 1st Lt. Drew 
Pearson, could potentially 
be deployed around her due 
date. “The USO helped me 
make friends that I could 
rely on if my husband were 
to miss the birth, and offered 
me resources I could reach 
out to, if needed,” says 1st 
Lt. Pearson.

Professional development: 
Because of frequent reloca-
tions, military spouses often 
have trouble finding their 
professional footing. That’s 
where the USO can step in. 
Connecting service mem-
bers and military spouses 
to resources that focus on 
employment, education, 
financial readiness, mentor-
ship and veterans benefits, 
the USO Transition Program 
helps military families build 
a roadmap to achieve their 
goals and positions them for 
success throughout the dura-
tion of their service, as well 
as in their post-military life.

Support while solo-par-
enting: The burden of 
solo-parenting can become 
especially apparent during 
deployments, when military 

family members must strug-
gle to find a new normal. For 
Tessa Michaelson Schmidt, 
connection with her hus-
band Brett, a lieutenant 
colonel in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, became compli-
cated when he was deployed 
to Kuwait where there is an 
eight-hour time difference, 
unreliable Wi-Fi on base, and 
the added pressure of being 
deployed near the frontlines. 
Because they and their two 
children have an incredible 
passion for reading, the USO 
Reading Program has been a 
blessing. Deployed service 
members can record them-
selves reading a book to their 
child. Then, the recording 
and a copy of the book are 
sent to that service member’s 
family.

“They have a real response 
when they hear his voice, and 
then we get the books in the 
mail, and they know they’re 
books from daddy,” says 
Schmidt, who explained that 
her children will often watch 
the videos of their father just 
before bed, so that in a way, 
he is present for story time.

The life of a military 
spouse is undeniably chal-
lenging. By the USO 
fostering community and 
providing sources of con-
nection, military spouses can 
feel supported and empow-
ered. � H

USO Coffee Connections provide monthly gatherings for 
military spouses. Photo courtesy of USO Photos

Note to readers:
If you met my friend 

Susan Sparks, you’d imme-
diately note our similarities. 
We have both written a syn-
dicated spirituality column 
and we are both Baptist 
pastors.

However, as a trial law-
yer-turned-stand-up-come-
dian-and-Baptist-minister, 
she speaks in a unique 
voice. And that’s why I’ve 
asked her to pen this guest 
column for us as we prepare 
our homes for Thanksgiving. 
Enjoy.

By Susan Sparks
It’s hard for me to believe 

that New York City (where 
I now live) is part of the 
same country as North 
Carolina (where I was 
born). Everything is differ-
ent: food, clothing, the pace 
at which people walk and 
the accents. Oh, the accents. 

I don’t mean any disre-
spect, but New York accents 
are just wrong—meaning 
they fall in the wrong place.

For example, in the south 
the object one holds over 
one’s head in a rainstorm is 
pronounced, “UM-brella.” 
New Yorkers talk about 
some foreign object called 
an “um-BREL-la.” 

The southern word for 
the flat screen on your wall 
that allows you to binge on 
Netflix is “TEE-vee.” New 
Yorkers use some alien 
multi-syllable conglomera-
tion of “television.” 

Some may see this to be 
a meaningless linguistic tus-
sle. However, when you 
consider the word describ-
ing this week’s national 
holiday, you realize that 
there is more at stake than 

The Holiday is Pronounced 
THANKSgiving

you may think.
Unlike New Yorkers who 

say, “ThanksGIVING,” 
Southerners call this holiday 
“THANKS-giving.” Why? 
Because that’s what the hol-
iday is about. THANKS. 
Not giving. 

The thanks must come 
first because you can’t truly 
give FROM the heart, unless 
you have gratitude IN your 
heart. It’s as 2 Corinthians 
9:7 says, “God loves a 
cheerful giver.”

This is an important les-
son as we begin this holiday 
season. While loving, joyful 
giving should be the focus 
of the coming weeks, giv-
ing usually turns into an 
exhausting act of duty. Like 
the conviction that you have 
to make two potato dishes—
sweet potatoes and mashed 
potatoes—for the holiday 
dinner. Or the belief that you 
must fight the Black Friday 
crowds to get a generic scarf 
and mitten set for a great 
aunt twice-removed because 
she sent you a Whitman’s 
Sampler. 

This is not joyful giv-
ing. This is giving cause 
you gotta. And this type 
of giving rarely produces 
anything heartfelt. What it 
does produce is heartburn. 
It also generates stress, 
resentment and, the worse 
of all things, the martyr 
syndrome. 

To break from this 
pattern, we must put 
the emphasis on the 
“THANKS”—in the word 
for the holiday and in our 
lives. And the best way to 
do that is to ask yourself 
the following question: 

What is good in my life? 
When you focus on what 

you have, even if it’s the 
tiniest of things, you begin 

to feel gratitude. Then 
slowly, you start to see 
past the angst and realize 
that you are surrounded by 
blessings.

Maybe you woke up 
feeling physically stron-
ger than usual. If so, find 
someone who needs physi-
cal help crossing the street 
or carrying groceries. 

Perhaps you have a plant 
blooming in your house. 
Take a photo and send it to 
someone whose heart is not 
blooming.

Or maybe you are one 
of the lucky people with 
the biggest of blessings: 
a job. (And please under-
stand, I didn’t say a job you 
love. I mean a J-O-B with a 
C-H-E-C-K.) If that’s your 
blessing, then remember 
those who don’t have a job 
this holiday. Volunteer to 
serve a meal or maybe pay 
for someone’s . 

In the coming week, 
as you make your multi-
ple potato dishes and shop 
in the Black Friday chaos, 
raise thanks for what is 
good in your life, then 
share that blessing with joy. 
Give with a grateful, not 
grudging, heart. 

Put the emphasis where 
it belongs. And remember, 
as we do in the South, that 
the holiday is pronounced 
THANKSgiving!

Rev. Susan Sparks is the 
senior pastor of Madison 
Avenue Baptist Church 
in New York City. The 
author of Laugh Your Way 
to Grace and Preaching 
Punchlines, Susan is a 
nationally known speaker 
on the healing power of 
humor. Contact her through 
her email at revssparks@
gmail.com, or her website, 
www.SusanSparks.com.� H

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Sacramento County 
extends its deepest gratitude 
and respect to the veterans of 
this region for their unwav-
ering commitment, courage, 
and sacrifice in defending our 
nation. These brave men and 
women have selflessly dedi-
cated their lives to preserving 
our freedoms and protecting 
the values we hold dear. 

Sacramento County is 
proud to be home to more 
than 84,000 veterans. As 
this vital segment of our 
population continues to 
increase, Sacramento County 
Veterans Services, part of 
the Department of Human 
Assistance, encourages vet-
erans to take advantage of 
the available benefits and 
resources that are in place 
to not only assist veterans 
but family members and 
dependents. 

Benefits range from dis-
ability compensation (due 
to injuries/illness resulting 
from service-related activi-
ties) to VA Pension, which is 

monthly financial assistance 
to low-income, wartime 
Veterans over the age of 65 
and/or those who are “totally 
disabled.” Surviving spouses 
may also receive benefits. 

We assist local veterans in 
applying for benefits offered 
through the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs, the State 
of California and local gov-
ernment entities.

Veterans Services is also 
responsible for administer-
ing the College Fee Waiver 
Program for Veterans’ 
Dependents. This program is 
afforded to spouses, unmar-
ried surviving spouses, and 
children of service-con-
nected disabled or service 
related deceased veterans. 
Eligible dependents are not 
required to pay “manda-
tory system wide” tuition 
and fees while attending 
either a California commu-
nity college, a campus of the 
California State University 
(Cal State) system, or a cam-
pus of the University of 
California (UC) system. This 
program not only provides 
eligible dependents with 
the incentive but also the 

opportunity to pursue their 
goals.

Some of the services we 
assist with are:

Service-Connected 
Disability Compensation 
Benefits; Non-Service-
Connec ted  Disab i l i ty 
P e n s i o n  B e n e f i t s ; 
Dependency Indemnity 
C o m p e n s a t i o n  ( D I C ) 
Benefits; Death Pension 
Benefits; Aid & Attendance 
Entitlement; VA Medical 
Care Eligibility & Access; 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Benefits; California College 
Fee Waiver  Program; 
VA Life Insurance; State 
Veterans Homes; Requests 
for Mili tary Records; 
D i s c h a r g e  U p g r a d e 
Information; Burial Benefits; 
Other Ancillary Benefits & 
Programs

Visit:
Sac ramen to  Coun ty 

Veterans Services Office
3970 Research Drive, 

Sacramento, CA 95838
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday 

- Friday
Emai l :  DHA-VET@

saccounty.gov or call: 916-
874-6811 � H

Sacramento County Honors 
and Serves Our Veterans

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
Register Early!Register Early!

WWW.PLAYCRLL.COM
Please check the website for more information and updates.

T-ball through Junior Baseball & Softball for 
Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse, and Wilton

  4 Parent Orientation 11/29/23 6:30pm RMA building
 4 Player assessments 1/6/24 - backup date 1/13/23
 4 Opening Day 3/23/24
 4 Register by 12/31/23

WE
NEED 
YOU! Managers, Coaches, Board Positions - apply online!

2024 REGISTRATION FEES
4-5 YR OLD 6-7 YR OLD 8-12 YR 

OLD
13-14 YR 

OLD

$165 $200 $225 $250

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Report

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - It was like 
“Coffee with a Cop” but minus the coffee 
when 15 representatives of the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office held a community 
meeting at the RMA Building on Nov. 15.

The event, which wasn’t well adver-
tised, drew about 20 residents. A major 

topic of concern was the sheriff’s office 
response time to calls in Rancho Murieta. 
One of the speakers, who is a resident, 
said juvenile misbehavior has always been 
an issue since he moved to community in 
1995. He also said that visitor screening at 
the two gates is lacking.

See the Dec. 1 issue of the River Valley 
Times for a full report about the meeting 
� H.

Sheriff’s Office Holds Community 
Meeting in Rancho Murieta
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916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
-  The first public meeting 
to explain the Cosumnes 
Ladder Fuel Reduction 
Project, which is intended 
to protect Rancho Murieta 
from a north-wind-driven 
wildfire attracted a small 
audience to the RMA 
Building on Nov. 3.

Sacramental County 
Reg iona l  Pa rks  pu t 
together the meeting with 
a slide show and four pre-
senters who explained 
the planning for the 
project and the time-
line for on-the-ground 
work. The bulk of the 
contracting work isn’t 
expected to begin until 
September. The panelists 
also answered audience 
questions.

A $4.5 million grant 
from Cal Fire is pay-
ing for the project that 
will mitigate fire fuels 
on 947 acres of wood-
lands   -   40% inside 
Rancho Murieta, 33% on 
ranch lands west of Scott 
Road, and 27% inside the 
Deer Creek Hills Preserve.

The Rancho Murieta 
Fire Safe Council put 
together the grant appli-
ca t ion  bu t  cou ldn’t 
submit it because it wasn’t 
a nonprofit. Sacramento 
County Supervisor Sue 
Frost helped the coun-
cil secure an agreement 
from Sacramento County 
Regional Parks to sponsor 
and administer the grant. 
Cal Fire awarded the grant 
to county parks in July 
2022.

The meeting presenters 
were Virginia Thorley, the 
grant administrator, KC 
Sorgen, the project man-
ager, both with county 
parks,     Eric Kellegrew, 
the Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy steward-
ship director,  and Phyllis 
Banducci, the contracted 
registered forester who is 
supervising the work on 
the ground.

Thorley kicked off 
the meeting by asking 
Frost to say a few words. 
The supervisor began 
by thanking the fire safe 
council “which has sev-
eral individuals who have 
worked tirelessly over the 
years to identify the prob-
lems and solutions to keep 
Rancho Murieta safe in an 
extreme fire or flood.”

Frost also thanked Parks 
Director Liz Bellas, who 
was sitting in the audi-
ence, for her help with the 
grants. “Thank you very 
much for all that you have 
done to make this possi-
ble,” Frost told her.

After Banducci was 

Progress on  $4.5 Million Fuel Reduction 
Project Outlined at Meeting

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

Sacramento County Regional Parks holds a public meeting to explain the Cosumnes Ladder 
Fuel Reduction Project at the RMA Building on Nov. 3. The intent is to protect more than 
5,000 people and $1.2 billion in structures by reducing fuels on 947 acres inside and outside of 
Rancho Murieta.  Photos courtesy of RMA

A slide shows two examples of areas with tangled oak trees that will be remediated.

Sacramento County Supervisor Sue Frost praises the efforts behind the project. The presenters, 
from left, are Virgina Thorley, the grant administrator, KC Sorgen, the project manager, both 
with the parks department,  Eric Kellegrew, the Sacramento Valley Conservancy stewardship 
director,  and Phyllis Banducci, the contracted registered forester who is supervising the 
groundwork. 

Rob Schultz, who researched and wrote the Rancho Murieta 
Fire Safe Council application for the $4.4 Cal Fire grant, asks a 
question at the meeting. 

introduced, she added 
her own thanks to the fire 
safe council and asked 
the three members who 
had been trying to get 
grants for four years to 
stand up -   Greg Pryor, 
Cheryl McElhany, and 
Rob Schultz. The forester 
also thanked the partici-
pating land owners, which 
include rancher owners 
along Scott Road, Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
(RMA),  and Rancho 
Murieta Properties (which 
owns undeveloped land 
around the back lakes and 
along the river.)

Thorley said the goal 
is to reduce ladder fuels 
on local lands so that reg-
ular maintenance will 
protect the community 
and promote healthy oak 
woodlands. They estimate 
that the project will pro-
tect over 5,000 people and 
structures valued at $1.2 
billion. 

Thorley said planning 
activities began in January 
2023. To comply with the 
California Environmental 
Impact Act (CEQA), the 
project was analyzed 
under the California 
Vegetation Treatment 
Program (CalVTP). (It’s 
an extensive environmen-
tal impact report (EIR) 
developed by Cal Fire to 
streamline environmen-
tal compliance to address 
Cal i fornia’s  wi ldf i re 
crisis.)

County  parks  a lso 
contracted with Ascent 
Environmental to pro-
vide a specific analysis 
and addendum for the 
local project.   Thorley 
said the consulting firm 
worked closely with 
Sacramento County, the 
contracted registered for-
esters, and Sacramento 
Valley Conservancy to 
ensure the environmental 
impacts were minimized 
or avoided.

The Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors 
approved the project on 
Sept. 26.

Thor l ey  s a id  t ha t 

county parks has initiated 
the bidding process for 
on-the-ground services 
and noted that bidders and 
their subcontractors must 
have a “tree service clas-
sification” and arborist 
certifications.

T h o r l e y  s a i d  t h e 
groundwork will take 
place over the next two 
years ,  beg inn ing  in 
January and ending no 
later than February of 
2026. The bulk of the fuel 
treatment work will take 
place outside of the nest-
ing bird season, which is 
generally from February 
through August .  The 
trails will be posted and 
closed when contrac-
tors are working nearby 
with help from volunteers 
(from the Murieta Trail 
Stewardship.

T h o r l e y  a s k e d 
Banducci, who lives in 
Rancho Murieta, to pro-
vide details on the fuel 
treatment prescriptions 
she had put together for 
the project. Banducci 
began by showing a slide 
of two treatment areas 
with spindly trees grow-
ing haphazardly.

“When we say ladder 
fuel removal, the intent is 
to raise the canopies of the 
trees and to separate them 
from the ground fuels – 
grasses and brush,” she 
said. “The intent is when 
the fire starts and gets 
going you want to keep in 
on the ground.”

Banducci said the fuel 
treatments make the fires 
easier to extinguish and 
reduce the possibility of 
embers (which in a wind-
driven fire can start new 
fires miles away.) “The 
biggest risk to the com-
munity is the fires that 
start outside and move 
inside,” she said. 

While the grant doesn’t 
have any money for 
understory burning, the 
CEQA document was 
written so “we would be 
good to go” if Cal Fire 
should want to conduct 
some training burns with 

firefighters soon to be sta-
tioned at the Boys Ranch.

Refe r r ing  to  pho-
tos with some tangled, 
skinny trees,, Banducci 
said that contractors will 
remove trees that are less 
than six inches in diame-
ter and prune the bigger 
trees six feet up. “The 
most important treatment 
will be taking care of a lot 
of trees that went down in 
the storm last year,” she 
said.

Referring to a map of 
the project area with num-
bered units, Banducci 
said she has written a pre-
scription page for each 
one. It specifies the num-
ber of acres, the treatment 
required for the fuel level, 

and the type of equipment 
required, which could 
range from a chain saw to 
a masticator tractor. The 
trails and boundaries are 
also delineated. 

Banducci said she has 
specified special treat-
ment zones with 100% 
fuel treatment along all 
property lines and pub-
lic roads including Scott 
and Latrobe Roads and a 
short section of the park-
way. The zone will how 
the conservancy plans 
to use the grant money 
at Deer Creek Hills 
Preserve.  In addition to 
fuel reduction,  the grant 
will pay for herbicide 
treatment for five kinds 
of invasive weeds that 

are impervious to cows 
and can actually damage 
their health. The conser-
vancy also will plant 500 
trees to regenerate Blue 
Oaks.

During questions and 
answers, Frost asked 
how long the environ-
mental report would last. 
Banducci said it wouldn’t 
expire. “But every time 
you want to do a new 
treatment you have to 
ensure there aren’t any 
new or threatened or 
endangered species , 
either plant or animal and 
then do what they call an 
update to make sure you 
are good to proceed,” she 
said. “That’s the beauty 
of using the CalVTP.) � H



10 • River Valley Times	 NOVEMBER 24, 2023

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236
License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your Insurance Needs

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com Li
c.
#
0
0
6
0
2
1
0
4

ina semrau
OWner/BrOker

CALL-A-PRO

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension 
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045
916-257-9609916-257-9609

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior
NO JOB IS TOO BIGNO JOB IS TOO BIG

N

O PROBLEM

PAINTING

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing

will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE

author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait?

Call now: 1-855-
667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

LAW OFFICE
Law Office of Chris C.

Clauson
Living Trusts | Wills | Es-

tate Planning
Call 1-760-709-2614

SBN# 316462
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581

(Cal-SCAN)

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Jobs

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

Junk Removal

Landscaping

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

HealthcareConcrete

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Canʼt Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within

minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call

1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing market share

is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPAʼs
Advertising Servicesʼ power

to connect to nearly 13
million of the stateʼs read-
ers who are an engaged

audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more

info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011or

cecelia@cnpa.com

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48

months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.

(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado?  Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rápida y
gratui ta en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed

Company
www.viploan.com Call

1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE

01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
 Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertising

Timeshares

Advertising

Automotive

Painting

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Law Office

For more information, call or text for a free brochure: 507.217.1326

Tour includes deluxe motor coach transportation, all admission tickets, quality hotels, etc.

    Hall of Fame  
      Tour

                          Aug. 2-12 2024

Attend MLB games at Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,   
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees.
Visit football, baseball, basketball & hockey Halls of Fame

BASEBALLBob’s Tours

Tour begins at host hotel near Cincinnati Airport 
and ends near Newark Liberty Int'l Airport

We also offer an Arizona Spring Training Tour (March 3-9) and a New England Fall Foliage 
Tour (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) with games at Fenway Park and Yankee Stadium.

u

u $3,500/person based on  
double hotel occupancyu

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR, 
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP 

HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE, A 
CALIFORNIA, 
QUALIFIED 501(c)3 
NONPROFIT 

WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND 
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE 

         GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP, 
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

u

u

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097484

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 

American Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide 

peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line 

Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 

Call 1-888-892-5598 
(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North 
America's #1 
Walk-In Tub.

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a 

limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe 

Step 1-888-989-5749 
(Cal-SCAN)

Home 
Improvement

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 

Offer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-833-985-4766 

(Cal-SCAN)

CANCEL YOUR 
TIMESHARE

Call Attorney Sid Connor, your 
nationally trusted consumer 

protection attorney
- 40+ years experience

- 1,000+ clients represented
- 99% success rate

L. Sidney Connor IV, Esq.
1500 U.S. Highway 17 North 

Suite 209
Surfside Beach, SC 29575
https://www.timeoutco.com/

info@timeoutco.com
Phone: 1-843-846-3688

Bar No.: 0001363
(Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published 
Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing- Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distri-
bution. Call for Your Free Au-
thor̀s Guide 1-877-538-9554 
or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
Cali

(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED!
Old Porsche 

356/911/912
for restoration by hobbyist

1948-1998 Only.
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
Porcherestoration

@yahoo.com

(Cal-SCAN)

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing

Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation

Planting | Tree Trimming
209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441
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LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

FIXED RATE LOANS

Check the El Dorado Advantage:
� No Application Fee  � No Prepayment Penalty  � Local Processing and Servicing

�����������������������

Serving our local communities for over 60 years

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com  800-874-9779

$650,000.00

5.875%
180 Monthly Payments of $8.37 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $6.32 per $1,000 Borrowed

6.500%6.18% 6.69%

RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661
ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

NMLSR ID 479256

Serving our local communities for 65 years!

In a Rancho Murieta manifestation of ‘Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly’,  
workers deck the  North Gate with a wreath of holly and many strings of 
Christmas tree lights on Nov. 10. Paul Cuellar, who owns Polar Lites, said his 
company has been decorating both gates for 10 years. But the lights won’t be 
turned on until after Thanksgiving, he said. Photo by Gail Bullen

North Gate Is Decked Out  
for The Holiday Season
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Monthly Fees:
Family, Couple or Single
Golf Membership $300
Social $105

Sign up for the trial offer in 
November 2023-February 2024 

and your initiation fee is waived. 
Like what you see, and after the 
trial in March join the club with 

a 1 year contract and  
no initiation fee is needed!

*Offer available for new members only

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2023-FEBRUARY 2024 ONLY

The Rancho Murieta Country Club 
(RMCC) Women Niners Golf Club 
recently held their annual Turkey Shoot 
golf tournament. The event was attended 
by over 40 women golfers who shot 
down the fairway for their best score. 
No foul weather interrupted play for the 
golfers as they strolled the nine holes 
on RMCC’s front nine on the North 
Course. After the round of golf, the 
ladies enjoyed a scrumptious meal of 
turkey, stuffing, gravy and sides while 
announcements of best scores were 
made.

In Flight One, top scores were 
achieved by Mary Beth Alameida, 
Alison Gomez, Therese Yannuzzi and 
Teri Medina. Denice Murck-Kilgour, 
Elaine Fowler, Ann Petterle and Patty 
Harris walked away with the honors 
of first through fourth place in Flight 
Two. Flight Three best scores were 
had by Ginny Hoskins, Mary Carroll, 
Vicki Kalman and Barbara Armstrong. 
Finishing strong in Flight Four were 
Martin Gailin, Sally Montaigne, Frances 
Aguilar and Toni Vaughn. Low net fin-
isher was Catherine Silvera with a 
scalding 37.

The Turkey Shoot also afforded the 
Niners the opportunity to announce 
the Most Improved Golfer for October. 
Denice Murck-Kilgour walked away 
with that distinction after improving her 

GOLF SCORES

October’s Most Improved Golfer Denice 
Murck-Kilgour Photos courtesy of Nancy 
Clevenger

Enjoying the recent Turkey Shoot golf event and luncheon at Rancho Murieta Country Club are 
Sally Montagne, Teri Medina, Mary Kenobbie, and Barbara Armstrong.

handicap 2.4 points, which equates to 
a 1.06 improvement factor.

All women golfers who belong 
to RMCC are welcome to join this 
fun and modestly competitive group 
for an organized nine holes of golf 
each week. Contact Chris Pasek at 
Cypasek@aol.com or contact the 
club pro shop.

-Nancy Clevenger


