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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Country Club (RMCC) is 
in a financial crisis, and the 
Board of Directors is con-
sidering options that include 
bankruptcy to resolve it, 
according to an email the 
board sent to the membership 
on Dec. 1.

Next year’s preliminary 
budget shows a deficit of 
$700,000 if the service lev-
els remain the same. “If we 
do nothing, we are out of 
business by June 2024 or 
sooner,”  the email said.

The board has identi-
fied three options. First is 
reducing club services and 
amenities to balance the bud-
get. The second is increasing 
the dues by at least 20% to 
balance the budget. The third 

is declaring bankruptcy and 
selling the lease to an entity 
that will make operational 
and capital improvements, 
which is the board’s pre-
ferred option. 

However, the board won’t 
pursue the bankruptcy option 
without the approval of a 
majority of its members in 
an electronic vote planned 
before the end of the year. 
The board also has slated a 
town hall meeting to answer 

member questions on Dec. 
12 at 6:30 p.m. at the Murieta 
Room at the clubhouse.

The country club doesn’t 
own its two golf courses and 
operates under a 55-year 
lease that expires in 2028. 
The club’s landlord is 
Rancho Murieta Properties, 
an investment group that 
includes Carol Anderson 
Ward. The developers have 
built the hotel, the Bel Air 

Rancho Murieta Country Club 
Board Considers Bankruptcy

The Rancho Murieta Country Club is in dire financial straits. File photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The chance to visit with 
Santa drew an excited 
crowd to the annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony at Stonehouse 
Park on Nov. 24. It was the 
20th year that the Rancho 
Murieta Optimist Club 
sponsored the event that 
drew an estimated 400 
kids, parents, grandparents, 
and several well-behaved 
dogs.

In addition to celeb-
r i t y  a p p e a r a n c e s 
by  Santa,  Mrs. Claus, the 
Christmas Elf, and Blitzen 
the reindeer, the event fea-
tured the lighting of the 
Christmas tree supplied 
by the Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA),  a per-
formance by the Murieta 
Dance Company, upbeat 

Christmas Tree Lighting Gathers 
Community to Stonehouse Park

Santa and  Mrs. Clause greet youngsters as they make their way to the annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting at Stonehouse Park on Nov. 24. The Optimist Club sponsored the annual event.  

The kids in the crowd are especially ecstatic as Santa Claus and friends approach. Photos by Gail Bullen

Christmas music, seasonal 
refreshments, and two fire 
pits for toasting marshmal-
lows and keeping warm.

The  c rowd s tayed 
we l l - fue led  as  they 
waited for Santa and 
watched the dance per-
formance,   according to 

Optimist President Renee 
Bechthold. The club sup-
plied many dozens of 
cookies from a specialty 
shop in Galt, went through 
eight urns of steaming 
water for hot chocolate 
and cider and gave out 
130 S’mores kits. RMA 

Director Chris Childs and 
other volunteers helped 
serve the goodies.

Santa and friends made 
their grand entrance at 6 
p.m. after three fire engines 
with lights flashing and 
sirens sounding dropped 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

 
SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - The Elk Grove 
Soccer League has rec-
ognized Rancho Murieta 
Soccer Club Coach   Matt 
Kartchner as one of seven 
coaches of the year thanks 
to efforts by the parents of 
the girls he coached last 
fall. The league has about 
450 coaches and more than 
70 were nominated for the 
honor. 

See a separate story in 
this issue about the Ranch 
Murieta soccer season that 
ended Nov. 11

Kim Doughty was one of 
the parents who put together 
the nomination statement 
for Kartchner. She said her 
daughter tried competitive 
soccer for one season but 
returned to the recreational 
Rancho Murieta Hawks 
girls’ team because she 
loved Kartchner so much.

“We all  love him” 
Doughty added.

The parent statement put 
it this way: “Coach Matt 
is not just a coach, he is a 
person we trust to guide 
and shape our daughters as 
strong young women, hum-
ble humans,  and dedicated 
athletes,” it said. “He builds 
a rapport with all those he 
coaches and aways shows 
up.”

When asked about the 
recognition, Kartchner said 
he couldn’t have done it by 
himself. “It has really been 
an honor to coach in this 
league, especially being 
able to coach my kids and 
all of their friends,” he said. 
“I have been privileged to 
coach some really, really 
great teams of kids. It has 
just been an awesome expe-
rience,” he added.

Kartchner began coach-
ing soccer 15 years ago and 
joined the Rancho Murieta 
Club in 2014. As a past 
goalie, he began coaching to 
teach his two sons and then 
his daughter to play soccer.

 Kartchner confirmed this 

Rancho Murieta 
Soccer Club 

Coach Selected 
as a Coach  
of the Year

Sloughhouse resident Matt 
Kartchner feels honored after 
being as selected as a coach 
of the year in the Elk Grove 
Soccer League.  He coached 
the Rancho Murieta Hawks 
girls team this fall and took a 
co-ed team to a tournament 
on Dec. 2 Photo by Gail Bullen
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ON A HIGH NOTE
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of 
emerald fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks 

of the Cosumnes River.  
It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award Holder 

with the Masters Club of the Sacramento 

Association of Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious award given.

Thank you to all 

of our clients in 

2022 for another 

successful year.
BRE #00670687

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 

including “Residential Income”

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top 
Realtor for 43 Years and 

counting.
Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

Continued from page 1
shopping center, and is pro-
posing the 697-lot Rancho 
North subdivision.

Represented by the late 
John Sullivan,   the invest-
ment group purchased the 
country club land, but not 
the club, when they acquired 
all of the property owned by 
the Pension Trust Fund of 
Operating Engineers Local 3 
(OE3) in 2013.

The dire financial news 
came in a “club status 
update” emailed to the mem-
bership on Friday, Dec. 1 at 
5:17 p.m. It said those who 
attended the recent annual 
board meeting had already 
heard about the financial cri-
sis from Board President Eric 
Dutton and Treasurer Chase 
Armer.

Although RMCC has 
faced financial difficulties for 
years, the reserves are now 
so low that the board can’t 
put off difficult decisions, the 
email said.

Since the RMCC lease 
runs through October 2028, 
the members must decide 
how the next five years will 
go. “Do we hold on and 
financially squeak by as we 
have done in the past, or 
do we speed up the process 
of transitioning the club to 
new ownership that may be 
able to give our members 
the quality experiences they 
deserve,” it asked.

The club has been tread-
ing water for at least the past 
decade with the golf course 
conditions and food and bev-
erage services waxing and 
waning during that time. 
The board has looked for 
solutions over the past three 
years. They included obtain-
ing outside funding, hiring 
management groups, exercis-
ing the option to buy the club 
under the lease agreement 
and selling the club to an 
outside party, and even offer-
ing an equity position to the 

current membership to raise 
the necessary funds.

“Unfortunately, all these 
various options are doomed 
to fail for the same reason: 
the club has never been, 
nor will ever be, profit-
able with labor contracts,” 
the email said. “Every out-
side individual or entity that 
considers buying or manag-
ing the club declines to do so 
after reviewing the books and 
the dictates imposed by the 
club’s labor contracts.”

RMCC has been in a 
downward spiral for years as 
it lost full golf memberships 
and the associated revenue. 
At the same, the cost of all 
goods and services has gone 
up. The RMCC bylaws only 
permit a 5% increase in dues 
each year and “that has not 
been enough to offset the 
inflationary costs associ-
ated with golf and clubhouse 
equipment, labor, and the 
extraordinary expense caused 
by the storms this year,” the 
email said. 

The financial outlook for 
next year is so bleak that 
RMCC would be out of busi-
ness in June 2024, if the 
board doesn’t do anything.

However, the first option 
of cutting costs to meet the 
budget would likely reduce 
membership because of large 
cuts in amenities and services 
and the negative impact on 
the courses.

The second option of 
increasing dues a $ 150-
month  increase for full 
members, $25 for social 
members, also is expected to 
hurt membership.

Both options would only 
allow the club to tread water 
until the end of the lease term 
which ends Oct. 31, 2028.

The third option involv-
ing bankruptcy would be 
about starting over. “The 
entity known as the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club 
would cease to exist,” the 

email said. “A new entity 
would take its place and be 
run by a professional with 
experience operating a suc-
cessful country club with all 
the amenities, energy, and 
positivity that one should 
expect from the centerpiece 
of the community.”

Many potential buyers 
have been interested in doing 
exactly that. “None are inter-
ested in doing so unless the 
facilities are free of any suc-
cessor liability, whether it be 
the unions,   other creditors, 
or our membership bylaws,” 
the email said. “In the past, 
any contemplated sale has 
failed primarily because 
of withdrawal liability to 
the unions. (The estimated 
Pension Trust Fund Liability 
was more than $3 million in 
2017.)

Until recently, not even 
bankruptcy could alleviate 
this situation, according to 
the email. “However, there is 
a new provision in the bank-
ruptcy code under Chapter 
11 subparagraph 5 that will 
permit us to sell our inter-
est in the remaining lease 
term, the club’s only true 
asset, bundle that sum with 
any other cash on hand, and 
present a compelling case to 
the bankruptcy court to dis-
miss all of our creditor’s 
claims,” the email said. 

If that happens,   several 
individuals competing to 
buy and improve the club 
could do so free of the con-
ditions that prevented past 
sales. 

“At the end of the day, 
it’s about improving our 
experience as members 
and maximizing our prop-
erty values,” the email said. 
“Our best opportunity to do 
that is to allow the sale of 
the club to someone with 
the resources to invest in 
improving the facilities and 
the know-how to manage a 
private country club.”� H

Rancho Murieta Country Club 
Board Considers Bankruptcy

Approximately 90 runners, walkers, young cyclists and a couple dozen 
dogs participate in the annual Turkey Trot that was held at the Gazebo on 
Thanksgiving Day. In photo left, the second wave of participants take off. In 
photo right, organizer Carole Thames awards a youth prize to Luke Camara 
after he came in first on his bicycle. Thames took over sponsorship of the event  
at the last minute. Participants donated $242 in cash to the Tunnel 2 Towers 
Foundation and filled a box with canned goods for the Elk Grove Food Bank.  
Photo by Gail Bullen

Annual Turkey Trot Sees Runners 
and Walkers Gobble to Gazebo

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Scott Adams, 
Renee Bechtold,   and Danny Carrillo have 
been re-elected to the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board (RMA) of Directors.

After confirming that enough ballots had 
been returned to reach a quorum, Director of 
Elections Jim Moore announced the results at 
the RMA Annual Meeting on Nov. 30. 

The outcome wasn’t a surprise although 
a fourth candidate, David Roy Harmon, 
threw his hat into the ring before the fil-
ing deadline.  The results were 784 votes 
for Adams, 765 for Bechtold, and 777 for 
Carillo.

Harmon, who previously served on the 
board between 2009 and 2011, received 
185 votes. He didn’t attend the meeting.

The three incumbents were asked to 
comment after the meeting.

Adams said he was happy and proud. 
“I’m happy that the board is staying intact 
because we have such a great board…I 
think this board serves the RMA and the 
membership very well.”

Bechtold was appointed to the board 
last year to fill a vacancy created by the 
resignation of Joanne Brandt. “I am so 
honored and feel so privileged to be able 
to have this opportunity to continue with 
the people of Rancho Murieta,” she said. 
“I thank everyone who put their faith and 
trust in me.”

Carrillo said he felt very honored and 
very blessed that he had received so many 
votes. “I just love this community. I love 
the people,” he said.

In a tradition at the annual meeting, 
directors who had just completed terms on 
the board were awarded a wooden plaque 
hand-crafted by RMA General Manager 
Rod Hart. Adams, Bechtold and Carrillo 
all received plaques.

Adams described Hart as being a magi-
cian with wood. “One of the great things 
about being on the board is that you know 
you will be getting one of these at the end 
of three years,” he said.

Adams began the meeting by thank-
ing the RMA staff for their work, and 
Hart then introduced each department 
head by name. The board also introduced 

Three Incumbents Re-elected 
to the RMA Board

Carrillo admires a hand-craft plaque 
commemorating three years of service on 
the board. General Manager Rod Hart also 
made plaques for Adams and Bechtold, who 
accepted them at the meeting.

From left, Danny Carrillo, Renee Bechtold, and Scott Adams are sworn in for a second term by 
Jim Elections Inspector Jim Moore at the Rancho Murieta Association Annual meeting on Nov. 
30. The meeting drew 13 attendees.
Photos by Gail Bullen

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

themselves. They also drew names for 
a raffle rewarding residents who voted 
early. Six RMA members received $50 
gift carts, and one received an iPad.

As seems to happen every year, the 
RMA staff had to send out blast emails 
and phone residents urging them to return 
their ballots so the annual meeting could 
take place as scheduled. They needed 
931 eligible ballots to meet the required 
quorum.

Moore said that 950 eligible ballots 
came in before the noon deadline. The 
volunteer counters tossed out four ballots 
because they were duplicates. Moore also 
said that five ballots had write-in candi-
dates. One was for a dog – Leo Carrillo.

Asked how his dog ended up with a 
vote,   Carrillo said a friend thought it 
would be humorous to write in Leo’s 
name. “Even though I told him that Leo 
wasn’t a property owner since he was a 
dog, my friend said that Leo identifies as 
a property owner,” he said.

Moore also announced that RMA mem-
bers had voted 693 yes and 25 no to 
approve applying any excess income from 
the 2023 financial year to the next year’s 
budget.

Adams also announced the results of the 
annual photo contest. See the separate story in 
this issue. The written results weren’t avail-
able at deadline. None of the winners came to 
the annual meeting to accept their prizes. The 
meeting drew only 13 attendees. � H
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them off at the park. Santa led the count-
down that ended with the illumination 
of the Christmas tree and other holiday 
figures. As Santa moved to his throne, 
Christmas tunes began reverberating from 
the speaker and the first child in a long 
line of youngsters and families drew near 
to tell him what she wanted for Christmas.

Bechtold said RMA Director Tom 
Reimers was a very convincing Santa. 
Director Danny Carrillo was the elf, his 
dog Leo was the reindeer and Optimist 
Melinda Martel was Mrs. Claus.

Reimers said they  “posed for a ton 
of family pics with their kids and pets.”

As for Christmas wishes, the older 
children asked for electric bikes and 
scooters while the younger ones were 
more interested in Pokémon cards, 
Legos, and Barbie dolls. A couple 
of children asked for a puppy or kit-
ten while a few said they would be 
happy with anything and wanted to be 
surprised.

“One girl asked for an army tank, 
sweaters, and a machine gun for her 
guinea pigs,” Reimers said.

Murieta Dance Company Director 
Doreen Zimmerman said eight mem-
bers of the Junior Competition Team 
learned a new dance especially for 
the event. Emma Hunter, Alyssa 
Gritzmacher, Quinn McWayne, Arianna 
Chavez, Kennedy Brenner, Aislinn 
Brenner, Addison Burgundy, and Jema 
Nauman danced to “Santa, Can You 
Hear Me,” by Ariana Grande and Kelly 
Clarkson.

Bechtold thanked members of the 
RMA Maintenance Department for 
their help with the event. They blew 
away the leaves, set up the tables, put 
up the decorations and lighting, and 
built the fire pits. Then, they stayed 
afterwards to clean up. “We could not 
hold this event without them,” she said.

The  Optimists have sponsored the 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony for 
20 years, according to Bechtold.

“It is such a beloved and well-at-
tended event that we will continue to 
work in cooperation with the RMA 
Recreation Committee to keep this tra-
dition going,” she said. “See you next 
year.” � H

Christmas Tree Lighting Gathers 
Community to Stonehouse Park

Continued from page 1

The Christmas tree lights up as soon as Santa 
finishes the countdown.

Explaining their Christmas wishes to Santa 
are, from left, Abigail, Jack, and Emily Leslie. 

Murieta Dance Company members  strike a 
pose before dancing to ‘Santa, Can You Hear 
Me.’  Photo courtesy of Murieta Dance Company

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The party atmosphere 
wouldn’t quit when the fifth 
annual Murieta Bulldogs 
Concert BBQ fundraiser 
opened for business at the 
Murieta Equestrian Center 
on Nov. 18.

The Bulldogs are a Rancho 
Murieta traveling baseball 
team that was founded by 
local parents in 2016 and has 
been going strong ever since. 

Attendees weren’t lack-
ing for food and drink as they 
sampled delicious barbe-
cue at five booths that came 
with the price of admission 
or grabbed adult beverages at 
the bar. Two food trucks also 
offered oven-fired pizza or 
desserts. 

Attendees also perused 
tables full of beautifully 
packaged raffle prizes and 
silent auction opportunities 
as a disc jockey filled the air 
with driving music. Cornhole 
games also lured some from 
the mezzanine down to the 
arena.

Murieta Bulldogs Fundraiser 
Draws Crowd to Equestrian Center

The Murieta Bulldogs Concert BBQ Fundraiser unfolds at the Murieta Equestrian Center on 
Nov. 18 with emcee Billy Haze thanking the traveling baseball club’s many supporters. Photos 
by Gail Bullen

Billy Haze, one of the 
coaches, emceed the program 
that proceeded the night’s 
entertainment. He waxed at 
length over the support that 
the club has received from 
the parents and many sup-
porters over the years. Haze 
brought his wife Denise onto 
the stage, explaining that she 
had spent eight months put-
ting the fundraiser together.

Haze gave special thanks 
to Carol Anderson Ward, 
who owns the equestrian 
center. He said Ward’s gener-
osity was the reason that the 
Bulldogs can now hold their 
fundraisers rain or shine. 

Haze also told the young 
baseball players standing in 
front of the stage that it had 
been “an absolute honor 
and blessing” to mentor 
them.

Before introducing the 
band, Haze brought high 
schooler Gracie Tucker to 
the stage. Her ability to hit 
every single note as she 
sang the National Anthem 
drew considerable applause.

Haze ended his program 
by asking the crowd to give 
it up for the country-rock 
band North Forty, which 
played until the event 
wrapped up. � H

Barbecue chef Corri Gran serves Riley Russo, left, and Justine 
Russo.
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Response times, gate prob-
lems, and juvenile misbehavior 
were topics of interest when 
the Central Division of the 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Office held a community meet-
ing at the RMA Building on 
Nov. 15 that attracted about 20 
audience members.

Other subjects included plans 
to re-open the sheriff’s ser-
vice center in Rancho Murieta, 
descriptions of two specialized 
teams that operate out of the 
Central Division, and crime pre-
vention tips.

The meeting was similar to a 
“Coffee with a Cop” event but 
minus the coffee and on a larger 
scale with 12 uniformed officers 
and four civilians representing 
the sheriff’s office. The emcee 
was Lt. James Petrinovich, who 
is the operations commander 
for the Central Division which 
includes Rancho Murieta.

“We invited a lot of folks out 
her because we want to make 
sure we give you guys the best 
up-to-date answers that we pos-
sibly can,” Petrinovich said.

He introduced five speak-
ers who all said a few words: 
Vanessa Vaden, who is the cap-
tain of the Central Division; 
Dawn Messmer, the crime pre-
vention officer; Deputy District 
Attorney Mai Triou who is with 
the Community Prosecuting 
Unit; Sgt. Jeff Massangli, who 
supervises the Problem Oriented 
Policing (POP) team; and 
Deputy  Bret Uecker, a Rancho 
Murieta resident who is part of 
the Homeless Outreach Team. 

“Fortunately for us up here, 
it’s not much of an issue,” 
Uecker said.

After Petrinovich opened the 
floor for questions, two watch 
commanders also helped answer 
them. They were Lt. Stephen 
Ayers, and Lt. Greg Coauette, 
has lived in Rancho Murieta 
since 1995.

Coauette said he has worked 
patrol in Rancho Murieta, as a 
sergeant, and as the watch com-
mander. “Now I am back as the 
dayshift watch commander,” he 
said.

Response times
The initial question about 

response times and staff-
ing came from audience 
member Chris Child, who also 
is a Rancho Murieta Association 
(RMA) director.

Ayers told him that he cur-
rently had only two officers 
working in the South County 
which encompasses everything 
from Rancho Murieta to the 
Antioch Bridge. “It is a lot of 
area to cover, and  it is manpow-
er-related,” he said.

However, the three shifts are 
staggered so that deputies can 
be available for patrol requests. 
Ayers said deputies drive around 
the community at different 
times of the day or just park 
and watch. “It is what we call 
flashing paint,” he said. “That’s 
where we are at with our staffing 
across the county.”

  Petrinovich said the two 
south officers wouldn’t be 
the only ones responding to a 
major incident. Several offi-
cers assigned to the East Area 
around Bradshaw Road are 
in close vicinity,  and all dep-
uties assigned to the City 
of Rancho Cordova could 
respond.  Massagli said a POP 
officer might also be in the 
vicinity.

Audience member Crystal 
Matter cited a 40-minute 
response time last summer. It 
involved a resident who was in 
law enforcement having a gun 
being held to him. “With 6,000 
residents and 2,600 houses, 
I think we need a little more 
presence out here, especially 
considering we don’t have 
much in the way of security 
anymore,” Matter said.

Petrinovich told her that a 
40-minute response time was a 
little troubling, and he wanted 
to look into it. But he also 
pointed out that the sheriff’s 

office currently has 98 vacan-
cies. “We would love to staff 
every place even more,” he 
said. “But we have to work 
with the numbers we have.”

Coauette said he also 
responds to some Rancho 
Murieta calls from his home 
since taking over as a day shift 
watch commander last summer. 
He said he oversees everything 
that is happening on his laptop, 
which is his office that can go 
anywhere.

“When there is nobody 
here because they are down in 
Isleton, I am still here Monday 
through Thursday,” he said.

A case in point happened 
the previous day. Coauette 
said he jumped on a report on 
a suspicious call that two peo-
ple might be dead inside their 
house in Rancho Murieta. 
Nevertheless,  he advised the 
two assigned deputies not to 
respond Code 3. “If two peo-
ple are dead in a  house, they’ve 
been there some time because 
of the smell,” he said. (The 
source of the odor was a dozen 
abandoned cats. See the story in 
the Nov. 24 issue of the River 
Valley Times.)  

Coauette also noted that the 
sheriff’s office response time 
“has been one of the major 
concerns in the community 
forever.”

Gate operations
Coauette brought up issues 

with gate security during a dis-
cussion about large groups of 
juveniles misbehaving at South 
Beach last summer. He said one 
of the major issues is that kids 
who live in Rancho Murieta 
are inviting their non-resident 
friends into the community. He 
said some of that could be pre-
vented at the gates, but it isn’t 
happening.

Coauette said when he has 
visited other gated communi-
ties, he has been required to 
show his driver’s license that 
also was scanned. He also had 
to be on a list before he got 
through.

“Yeah, it is a pain. But we 

don’t do that,” he said. “We 
don’t keep track of the license 
plates of people who are sup-
posed to be here on a guest 
list.”

Nor are IDs being checked. 
“You can get through these 
gates by using somebody’s 
name because you don’t have 
to prove who you are,” he said.

When Coauette contacted the 
gate after a burglary, he could 
get photos of vehicles that came 
through during a time frame. 
“But they are not getting the 
name of the person driving that 
vehicle so I can’t put the two 
together,” he said.

(The RMA Board sets the 
policies for gate entry, not 
CSD.)

Massagli, the POP supervi-
sor, had a different take on the 
gate issue. He said every com-
munity has to decide on the 
level of gate security. He said 
it can range from the type of 
tracking found on a military 
base to merely having a code to 
open the gate. 

Massagli said the best form 
of security is neighbors look-
ing out for each other. “The 
communities that have a lot of 
problems are those who don’t 
know each other,” he said.

At the end of the meet-
ing, Petrinovich said he hadn’t 
known of  any issues with the 
Rancho Murieta gates. “But just 
having a gate is a major deter-
rent,” he said.

Juvenile misbehavior
Coauette said juvenile mis-

behavior has always been that 
way in the community. “I know 
it’s the youth who are caus-
ing a lot of damage to the golf 
course, stealing golf carts, and 
doing mischief type stuff by the 
lakes and the river,” he said

Drug activity “has been out 
here” since he came back. “The 
13-year-old girl who overdosed 
as a call that I came on when I 
first got out here,” he said.

Coauette said he has initiated 
patrol requests to be more visi-
ble. He also has talked to  CSD 
Security Supervisor Kelly 

Response Times, Gate Issues are Topics at Sheriff’s Meeting

Lt. James Petrinovich and Captain Vanessa Vaden from 
the Central Division are two of the speakers when the 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office holds a community 
meeting at the RMA building on Nov. 15. Photos by Gail Bullen

Benitez and Sgt. Mel Outram 
on ways some of the governing 
rules can “prohibit some of the 
stuff that the kids are doing.”

Coauette also cited the com-
munity’s security camera 
system so  “We get to see stuff 
and know who is doing what,” 
he said.

Coauette said everyone loves 
the new Bel Air shopping cen-
ter, but “It attracts different 
people we aren’t used to seeing 
in our community,” he said.

Coauette also said deputies 
have done a good job address-
ing some of the issues at the 
river (the South Beach). When 
they come upon one of these 
calls late at night, they order the 
young people to leave. “With 
the weight of the uniform, and 
who we are, they seem to get up 
and go,” he said. “Sometimes 
they won’t do it for security.”

Childs asked whether depu-
ties could cite the young people 
for trespassing on the North 
and South Beaches, saying it 
wouldn’t take much to get a rip-
ple effect. 

Petrinovich suggested putting 
up no trespassing signs to give 
deputies a basis for citations. He 
also suggested going through the 
HOA to penalize the parents.

Massagli, the POP sergeant, 
said doing something inside 
the community would be more 
effective than “citing a bunch of 
juveniles for trespassing”, given 
the current state of the juvenile 
justice system, compared to five 
or 10 years ago. “Honestly, hit-
ting somebody’s pocketbook at 

this level is going to have more 
effect,” he said.

(RMA posted signs last sum-
mer, but they were ripped down. 
The RMA Board also adopted a 
new rule intended to deter young 
people from trashing the South 
Beach, setting bonfires and 
trespassing.) 

Coauette told the audience that 
his hands are tied at times. He 
said he wouldn’t go down to the 
river to arrest 20 people around 
a bonfire unless he had backup. 
Nor would he ask one or two of 
his guys to do it either. Coauette 
said there is a time to lay down 
the law,  and a time not to. 

Coauette said he has seen vid-
eos of the security officers going 
down there by themselves. “So 
put yourself in your shoes as to 
what they are going to do and 
how they do it,” he said.

Other
Petrinovich said the sheriff’s 

office plans to reopen the service 
center for one or two days a week 
and currently has a volunteer in 
training. He said the department 
is looking for more volunteers.

When wrapping up the meet-
ing, Petrinovich said he felt 
jealous as an outsider looking in. 
He said while Rancho Murieta 
has its problems, the complaints 
don’t begin to compare to others 
he’s heard at other community 
meetings. He also said having a 
gate was a determent.

“You guys are doing pretty 
darn good,” he said. “I would 
say you guys are definitely on 
the right track and doing a good 
job. � H
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Thank A Veteran Today

Wilton Fire plans 
light parade of fire 

engines.
Fire trucks with lights 

blazing will parade along 
Wilton Roads on Dec. 16 
and 17 beginning at 6 p.m. 
The first parade on Dec. 
16  will leave Station 83 
on Dillard and Orange 
Roads, turn left at Clay 
Station Road, turn on the 
first Stable Gate Road, and 
stop at Rim Road, where 
the firefighters will park 
and meet with neighbors. 
The second parade on Dec. 
17 will leave Station 1  at 
Dillard and Wilton Roads, 
turn left on Dillard Road, 
right on Colony Road, 
right on Walmart Road, 
right on Davis Road, and 
right on Dillard Road.  The 
firefighters will park at the 
Dillard Elementary School 
to meet with neighbors.

Kiwanis slates See’s 
Candies fundraiser
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 

Murieta is once again be 
selling See’s Candies for 
the holidays. You will 
have two ways of purchas-
ing your favorite items 
– in-person or online. You 
will find us at the same 
in-person location as last 
year, next door to Town 
& Country Real Estate 
in the Bel Air Shopping 
Center.  Look for our blue 
Kiwanis flag.   We will be 
open every day from Nov. 
25 and 26   and Friday to 
Sunday, Dec. 1 to 3, Dec. 
8 to 10, Dec. 15 to 17, and 
Dec. 22 to 23, if not sold out.  
Our hours will be noon to 
4 p.m.  We will accept cash 
or credit cards.  Online pur-
chases can be made through 
our website.   We offer free 
delivery to residents in the 
North, South, Gardens, and  
the Village.   Orders placed 
by 5 p.m. will be available 
for delivery the next day. For 
more information or to pur-
chase online, please visit our 
website at www.rmkiwanis.
org. You can also contact the 
co-chairs Jeannette Edwards 
at (408) 515-2636 or Patti 
Maffei at (415) 519-1043.  
Thank you for supporting 
our fundraiser. 

Kiwanis seeks dona-
tions for Toys for 

Tots
The Kiwanis Club is 

in its 14th  year in part-
nership with the Marines 
Toys for Tots program.  
Kiwanis has placed Toys 
for Tots boxes at sev-
eral locations in Rancho 

Murieta.   Toy boxes can 
be found at: Consumnes 
River Elementary School, 
Ace  Hardware ,  The 
Backyard, Go Fore Pizza, 
Rancho Murieta Homes 
and Ranches, Kiwanis 
See’s Candy Store, Rancho 
Murieta Garden Club, 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club and the Local Bean 
Coffee Shop.   Toys will 
be collected until Dec. 
14.   The toys collected 
are for needy children 
in over 2000 families 
in Sacramento County. 
For more information 
contact Pete Edwards 
408-209-1461.

Murieta Dance 
Company sales 

annual recital Dec. 9 
and 10

The Murieta Dance 
Company will head “Back 
to the Future” when the 
young members will dance, 
sing and act their hearts 
out at the annual recital on 
Dec. 9 and 10. The perfor-
mances inside the former 
Murieta Market space in 
The Plaza will be held at 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
9 and at 2 p.m. on Sunday 
Dec. 10. Tickets are $15 
per person for general 
admission and $25 for VIP 
seating. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the studio which 
is located in the plaza and 
at Bar Code Barbers in 
the Bel Air shopping cen-
ter. Food and drink will 
be available for purchase 
during the performances. 
For more information call 
916-296-6503.

 Rancho Murieta 
Cub Scout pack is 

recruiting members
Cub Scout Pack 233 in 

Rancho Murieta is seek-
ing new members. The 
pack is open to boys and 
girls in grades kindergar-
ten through fifth. Contact 
Scoutmaster Phil Kleam at 
pckleam@gmail.com.  

Kiwanis seeks 
Sweats for Vets 

donations
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 

Murieta is once again ask-
ing for monetary donations 
to its Sweat for Vets pro-
gram. This is 14th year 
of helping veterans who 
are hospitalized at the 
Sacramento VA Medical 
Center in Mather. Please 
make your check out to 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta Sweat for Vets. 
Cash  dona t ions  and 

Walmart gift cards are also 
welcome.  Mail donations 
to Kiwanis at P. O. Box 
855, Rancho Murieta, or 
put them in a drop box at 
the RMA building. If you 
have any questions call 
Diann Swan at 916-354-
0656. Thank you for your 
support of this program. 
Roadway improvements to 
close Grant Line Road

Sacramento County 
will close Grant Line 
Road between Keifer 
and  Doug las  Roads 
between Nov.  27 and 
Dec. 23 to make roadway 
improvements.

Kiwanis slates 
annual crab fee on 

Feb. 3.
The Kiwanis Club of 

Rancho Murieta is thrilled 
to announce our 10th Annual 
Crab Feed will be Feb. 3, 
2024, at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Catholic Church on 
Cantova Way. In partner-
ship with the Knights of 
Columbus the Crab Feed is 
an amazing evening of deli-
cious crab dinner, a silent 
auction, dessert auction, 
and, of course, our huge and 
extravagant raffle. The Crab 
Feed is the largest fund-
raiser for our Kiwanis Club. 
Cash sponsorship opportu-
nities ranging from $300 to 
$5,000 are available until 
Dec. 3, 2023. Crab Feed 
dine-in tickets will go on 
sale January 6 and 13  at 
The Local Bean from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Dine-in tickets 
will be sold on a first come 
first served basis. Cash or 
credit cards are accepted. 
The price is the same as last 
year at $70. Drive-through 
tickets can be purchased 
at The Local Bean in-per-
son sales days or online at 
our website  www.rmki-
wanis.org  from Jan. 6 to 
Jan. 28. Dinner includes 
crab, shrimp, salad, pasta, 
rolls and dessert. Chef KC 
will be catering the meal 
this year. Our Key Club 
high school students will 
again be our servers. For 
more information regarding 
sponsorships, raffle or silent 
or dessert auction items, 
please contact Bonnie at 
916-502-3260.   For more 
information regarding 
ticket sales, please contact 
Jeannette at 408-515-2636. 
Like our Facebook page 
for most up-to-date infor-
mation, “Kiwanis Club of 
Rancho Murieta”. Thank 
you for your continued sup-
port of our Kiwanis Club of 
Rancho Murieta. � H

E a r l y  C h r i s t m a s 
b a r g a i n s ,  S a n t a 
photos, holiday music, 
and tasty barbecue 
lure many visitors to 
the Murieta Sidewalk 
Shoppe for a one-day 
event that unfolded 
at Murieta Plaza on 
Nov. 25. In photo right, 
plaza business owners 
like Jessica Sanders 
display their wares 
on the sidewalk. In 
photo above, crafters 
like Lorraine Spradlin 
a re  exc i ted  about 
showing off their work. 
Sanders, who owns 
I lume Luxe Studio, 
organized the event. 
She said more than 
34 vendors signed up. 
Photos by Gail Bullen

Murieta Sidewalk Shoppe 
Opens for Business

  Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at www.
rmcsd.com. A quick link to 
the security logs is on the 
home page.

RP = Reporting Person
GOA = Gone on Arrival
UTL = Unable to Locate
BOLO = Be on Look
 Out
NFI = No Further
 Information
QOA = Quiet on Arrival
HBD = Had Been
Drinking
 

 Rancho Murieta
Nov. 17

• Three extra patrols.
• Parking enforcement, 

5:51 a.m. Murieta South, 
seven citations.

Nov. 18
• Two extra patrols.
• Motorcycle escort, 1:33 

p.m. Guadalupe Drive.

Nov. 19
• Three extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforce-

ment, 7:17 p.m. De La 
Cruz Drive and Murieta 
Parkway.

Nov. 20
• Follow up, 7:14 a.m. 

animal hospital  con-
struction site. Report 
of  juveniles hanging 
around when patrol was 
unavailable. No signs of 
vandalism or theft, but the 
wind blew over a large sec-
tion of temporary fencing.

• Parking enforcement, 
7:25 a.m. Murieta South, 
six citations.

Nov. 21
• Alarm, 5:10 a.m. 

Catholic Church, nothing 
suspicious to report.

• Water leak, 5:44 a.m. 
Murieta Parkway in 7000 
block, water coming from 
the ground, CSD utility 
department responding.

Nov. 22
• One extra patrol.
• Open door, 3:29 p.m. 

Domino Drive, garage door 
closed when patrol arrived.

• Speeding complaint, 
9:48 p.m. Lago Drive, flat-
bed truck with juvenile 
passengers, UTL.

Nov. 23
• One extra patrol
• Miscellaneous, 5:59 

p.m. Stonehouse Park, 
incident from previous 
night reported. RP said one 
of his friends got stuck in 
a swing in the playground 
and he had to cut the safety 
handlebars to get him out. 
Forwarded report and pho-
tos to RMA.

Nov. 24
• Suspicious person, 

9:23 p.m. North Gate, CSD 
employee saw a bike being 
stolen from the back of the 
guard shack. Unable to 
locate the suspect.

Nov. 25
• One extra patrol.
• Noise complaint, 9;59 

p.m. Riverview Park, 
report of a large group in 
the park after hours. Patrol 
used his PA system to ask 
the group to leave, which 
happened.

• Noise complaint, 10:10 
p.m. Reynosa Drive, report 
of large, loud gather-
ing inside a garage. Patrol 
contacted the group and 
advised them of the com-
plaint. The resident stated 
the party would be taken 
inside the house.

• Noise complaint, 10:30 
pm. Magno Court, report 
of a party. Patrol didn’t 
hear anything upon arrival.

• Noise complaint, 11:45 
pm. Shaq Street inside 
Riverview development, 
report of juveniles in the 
street, a disturbance, and 
doorbell ditching. Upon 
arrival,   observed only 
one juvenile who ran into 
Riverview Park upon see-
ing the patrol vehicle.

Nov. 26
• One extra patrol.

•  Noise complaint , 
12:18 am. Camino Del 
Sol Cricle, the resident 
could hear a band play-
ing. Upon arrival, patrol 
could also hear the music 
but couldn’t locate the 
source.

• Parking enforcement 
4:20 a.m. Murieta South, 
two citations.

Nov. 27
• One extra patrol.
• Parking enforcement, 

2:45 a.m. north and 
south, three citations.

Nov. 28
• One extra patrol.
• Parking enforcement, 

4:51 a.m. Trinidad Drive, 
one citation.

• Trespassing, 2 p.m. 
Murieta  Vil lage RV 
Storage Yard, west side 
fence was cut, but no 
obvious signs of theft.

• Alarm, 11:50 p.m. 
Burger King, no signs of 
forced entry.

Wilton Fire
• Thirteen medical aids 

between Nov. 15 and 26.

Nov. 15
• Smoke Alarm, 3:28 

p.m. 11180 Green Road.

Nov. 16
• Grass fire, 12:33 p.m. 

10974 Mann Road.

Nov. 17
• Unknown type fir, 7:26 

p.m. 11280 Alta Mesa 
East.

Nov. 22
• Public assistance, 12 

a.m. 12206 Arno Road.
• Public assistance, 1:36 

a.m. 12206 Arno Road.
•  Smoke investiga-

tion, 7:15 p.m. 10139 Alta 
Mesa Road.

Nov. 26
• Public assistance, 2:40 

a.m. 12530 Lee School 
Road.

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office

• No incidents reported. 
� H

Jackson Rancheria  
News Release

JACKSON, CA (MPG) - 
The Jackson Rancheria 
Band of Miwuk Indians 
is proud to support this 
year's Matt Scott Racing/
Amador County Sheriff's 
Foundation Holiday Toy 
Drive with a $20,000 dona-
tion to help families in 
need in Amador County.

For sixteen years, the 
elves at Matt Scott Racing 
have been collecting and 
purchasing toys for the 
youth of Amador County. 

In cooperation with the 
Amador Sheriff's Annual 
Toy Drive, they have suc-
cessfully fulfilled the many 
wishes of local children. 
This year, once again, the 
need will be great.

"On behalf of the Jackson 
Rancheria Band of Miwuk 
Indians, we are proud to 
sponsor this year's holiday 
toy drive," said Crystal Jack, 
CEO of Jackson Rancheria. 
"The Tribe is committed to 
our community during times 
of need, and we hope that 
the contribution will help 
many families have a more 

joyful holiday season."
 The Holiday Toy Drive 

will take place on Saturday, 
December 2 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in front of Foothill 
Appliance in the Amador 
Shopping Plaza. Bring a 
new unwrapped toy and 
Santa's helpers will collect 
your donation.

If you would like to 
make a monetary donation 
or learn more about the 
Holiday Toy Drive, please 
contact Kevin Barnett at 
(209) 223-0508 or kevin@
themountainmerchant.com 
� H.

Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk 
Indians Supports Holiday Toy Drive 

with $20,000 Donation
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This is the time of year that 
many of us consider our charita-
ble-donation budget. But as we 
decide how much to give, perhaps 
we also ought to calculate why we 
give.

 In his list called “Eight Degrees 
of Charity,” the 13th century Rabbi 
Moses Maimonides offers wise 
council for weighing our motives.

 I’ve mentioned his list a few 
times in this column, but like 
Dicken’s “Christmas Carol,” the 
list inspires me each time I revisit 
it.  The unabridged catalogue can 
be found on my website, but since 
it has many nuances, allow me this 
paraphrased summary.

 Maimonides describes his list 
as a ladder, so let’s begin at the 
bottom rung, the lowest form of 
charity.

 8. Sometimes we give only 
because we are uncomfortable 
with our wealth.  This senti-
ment is aptly described by Tibetan 
Buddhist Trungpa Rinpoche as 
“Idiot compassion.” You can see 
it in the actions of retirees like me 
who did this during the pandemic. 
As our savings bulged with stimu-
lus checks and investment returns, 
we started giving to the local food-
bank. No judgment here. I think 
Maimonides would say that most 
charity is good charity. Still, it’s 
hard to sort our good motives from 
our lesser ones. That’s why the 
rabbi encouraged us to work our 
way up the ladder. 

 7. Let us give cheerfully 
but not too much.  We do this 
by dropping a few bucks in the 
Salvation Army kettle or the 
church offering. We smile gener-
ously, but we know it’s woefully 
inadequate.

 6. Just ask me and I’ll 
donate.  Generous, yes. But 
why must we be asked first? In 
Honduras, as in many Latin coun-
tries, people of all income levels 
will carry charity money to give to 
those who ask. The San Francisco 

What Is Your Reason for Giving?
company GoFundMe began with 
the premise of giving to those who 
ask. The tragic drama in many 
requests inspires us to give. In 
2021 they generated $22.6M in 
revenue.

 5. Let’s give without being 
asked.  This sounds like a clean 
motive but it’s low on the ladder 
because the giver may be doing 
it to gain attention. On one hand, 
it’s the kind of giving we might do 
when we say we pick up the din-
ner check. On the positive side, it’s 
the kind of giving we do when a 
neighbor needs our assistance.

 4. We should give to those 
we don’t know, but they should 
know who we are.  A lot of us 
achieve this when we give to the 
homeless woman at the intersec-
tion. It’s a kind act, but there’s no 
way to avoid making the recipient 
feel less-than.

 3. I like to give anonymously 
but I need to know who’s get-
ting it.  This may seem like a 
high form of giving, but not quite. 
Maimonides cautions that since 
“subconsciously, the giver might 
gain a pleasure and a sense of 
power over the recipient, this 
detracts from his act.”

 2. I like to give anony-
mously and don’t want anyone 
to know  This one is tricky, but 
the best modern-day example is 
the Salvation Army Kettle. Your 
donation helps the poor, but you 
will never know who they are, 
and they will never know who 
you are. You have no say in where 
the money goes and cannot take 
it back.  And the highest degree 
of charity motive on Maimonides 
list is...

 1.Let’s form a business part-
nership with the poor.    “What?” 
you ask. “Business is not char-
ity!”  The rabbi considered this the 
highest charitable form because 
it “strengthens the hand of the 
poor through either a gift or an 
interest-free loan.” Surprisingly, 
Maimonides considered the loan 
better than an outright gift “since 
the poor are not shamed.”

 This charity is best illustrated 
in the saying, “Give a person 
a fish and he will eat for a day. 
Teach him to fish and he eats for 

a lifetime.”
 It’s this charitable approach 

that has inspired me to proudly 
promote Chispa Project in this col-
umn for the past eight years.

Chispa establishes libraries 
in Honduran elementary schools 
with the help of Honduran teach-
ers, parents and students who will 
organize, plan and monitor the 
libraries. 

 Each Honduran community 
is asked to raise a symbolic por-
tion of the costs (less than 4% 
of the total project). In this way 
Maimonides highest principle is 
applied and the schools establish 
ownership, pride, and better sus-
tainability of the library.

“Pure” charity is about 
improving the lives of oth-
ers, not our own. Yet still I think 
even Maimonides would have 
to admit that sometimes we need 
to do something to feel better. 
Regardless of our motive, some-
one is helped. 

In any case none of us have a 
pure heart, so thankfully most 
charities are able to help those in 
need regardless of our motive to 
give. 

Maimonides’ full  writ-
ing is available at https://www.
myjewishlearning.com/article/
maimonides-ladder-of-tzedakah/

If you will start a monthly 
donation to Chispa or give a one-
time donation of more than $100, I 
will send you a free book from the 
list at www.thechaplain.net

Donate online at https://www.
chispaproject.org/nextchap-
ter or make checks to “Chispa 
Project’ and send to 10556 
Combie Rd Suite 6643 Auburn, 
CA 95602. Comments received 
at same address or by email com-
ment@thechaplain.net or at (843) 
608-9715.

You can get any of my books 
for free when you start a monthly 
donation to Chispa or give a one-
time donation of more than $100. 
Make checks to Chispa Project 
and send to 10556 Combie Rd 
Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602. 
Comments received at same 
address or by email comment@
thechaplain.net or at (843) 608-
9715. � H

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKESBy Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (M 
PG) - Good memories ran 
rampant after the Rancho 
Murieta Soccer Club ended 
its 21st season on Nov. 11.

A case in point was  Chris 
Betzler, who signed up last 
fall as a  new head coach for 
the Rancho Murieta Tigers 
to make soccer fun for his 
daughter. Most of his play-
ers were 4-year-olds with a 
couple of 5-year-olds. Quite 
a few hadn’t played soc-
cer before. He probably had 
the youngest team in the Elk 
Grove Soccer League.

 “We went from the first 
practice with them not really 
knowing how to dribble to 
ending the season when they 
were scoring goals against 
6 and 7-year-olds,” he said. 
“Seeing the progression was 
incredible.”

Betzler said he would 
coach the same team into 
the foreseeable future. “They 
were engaged. They were 
energetic, They had a big 
smile on their faces at every 
practice and every game,” he 
said. “We had a blast.” 

A total of  250 youngsters 
signed up for the Rancho 
Murieta Soccer experi-
ence last fall with 54 in 
the Rancho Murieta Mini 
Kickers 3 and 4-year-olds. 
Tony Silva and Chad Myers 
ran the program, which con-
sisted of six Friday night 
sessions. Three past players 
Sophia Krist, Kate Myers, 
and Macey Casagranda 
earned community ser-
vice hours helping with the 
youngsters.

The other kids, 101 
boys and 95 girls, were 
divided into 14 teams with 
14 coaches. Three teams, 
the most ever, played in 
tournaments. 

Doug Mattos has been the 
club’s program director for 
11 years. He said the 2023 
season was one of the best 
because of the coaches. “At 
the end of the day, they cre-
ate the experience for the 
kids and the parents who 
come to the games,” he 
said. “They are our lifeline. 
We couldn’t have a season 
without them.”

Prospective coaches, 
mostly parents with a child 
on the team, must make the 
choice to volunteer, he said. 
After working all day, they 
must commit to two prac-
tices on weekday evenings 
and be available for games 
on Saturday. 

Parents also have busy 
schedules. They too must 
make a choice about 
whether to sign their kids 
up for the program. The 
biggest compliment parents 
can give a couch is sign-
ing up their kids to play on 
their roster another season, 
Mattos said.

The Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA) also 
wraps its arms around 
the program particularly 
General Manager Rod Hart 
and Maintenance Manager 
Troy   Schaffner. “They 
keep the fields in such great 
shape,” Mattos said. The 

Rancho Murieta Soccer 
Season Ends on a High Note

fields are the envy of visit-
ing soccer teams, according 
to parent Dave Keslar. They 
go “into shock”   the first 
time they see them, he said.

T h e  c l u b  i s  p a r t 
of Elk Grove Soccer 
League,   which provides 
“great” support with fund-
ing ,  equipment  “and 
everything we need to put 
soccer on the field,” Mattos 
said. Debra Carlton is the 
president and Andrew 
Donnary, is the CEO for 
the league. It has 5,000 
registered players and 450 
coaches, according to its 
website.

Mattos said the Rancho 
Murieta club needs local 
leadership to ensure the 
program runs smoothly. 
The committee mem-
bers take care of the fields, 
scheduling, registration, 
and referees. Their goal is 
to make everything as easy 
as possible for the coaches, 
Mattos said. 

An even larger commit-
tee is already in place for 
next year - Mattos, Melissa 
Kassel, Josh Twist, Tony 
Driver, Luke Iverson, and 
Kim Doughty. His wife 
Jennifer Mattos also helps 
with registration. 

Mattos said they begin 
reaching out to find coaches 
in July and August after 
forming the teams accord-
ing to age groups. This 
year six new coaches vol-
unteered – Kaitlin Bauer, 
Chris Betzler, Grace Long, 
Kurt Bunnell, Tony Driver, 
and Josh Twist. Another 
eight returned - Jason 
Strongman, Dennis Brown, 
Meghan McDonald, Josh 
Long, Melissa Kassel, Tara 
Iverson, Rick Spickard, and 
Matt Kartchner.

Nor could the program 
operate without referees. 
Four young people who 
aged out of the program 
came back as paid referees 
last season - Rocco Krist, 
Kate Myers, Christian 
Stigler, and Gavin Yabut. 
“It’s a great avenue for 
these kids to stay in the 
community,” Mattos said. 
“Refereeing also grows 
them up quickly.”

Coaches with older play-
ers sometimes choose to 
take their teams to tourna-
ments, which is a further 
commitment by them, the 
kids, and their parents. “It 
extends the season with 
three weeks of practice 
under the lights when the 
weather is getting colder,” 
Mattos said.. “It is a testa-
ment to what the coaches 
are doing to make an 

experience for the kids.”
This year three coaches 

were bringing teams to a 
tournament in Davis on 
Dec. 2 and 3. They were 
Melissa Kassel with the 
Rancho Murieta Mustangs, 
Tara Iverson with the 
Rancho Murieta Feisty Cats 
and Matt Kartchner with 
a co-ed team with players 
from the Rancho Murieta 
Hawks and the Murieta 
Mayhem teams.

Mattos said the Rancho 
Murieta Club was founded 
21 years ago by Paul Frank, 
Martha Glunt,   and Sam 
Sommers Jr. “They got it 
started by putting the best 
experience on the field 
that the community would 
embrace, and we are just 
continuing it,” he said. 
“That’s why it has lasted 21 
years.” 

Two parents also contrib-
uted their thoughts about 
Rancho Murieta Soccer.

Tony Driver, who also is 
a Little League coach, was 
a first-time soccer coach 
this season. He managed 
two teams with his younger 
and older sons. Fortunately, 
their practices were back-
to-back. Driver said his 
soccer knowledge stems 
from 10 years of exposure 
to his wife’s side of the 
family. His sister-in-law 
had a full-ride scholarship 
at Cal Berkeley and entered 
the Olympic development 
program, all the while 
coached by her father and 
his father-in-law.

Driver is convinced that 
soccer is the best sport for 
young kids. “It develops so 
much of that foundational 
athleticism,” he said. “We 
focus very much on move-
ment – balance, running, 
jumping,  lateral movement,  
and fun. That is how all our 
practices are.”

Keslar, who was inter-
viewed when watching 
his son practice for a tour-
nament,   appreciates the 
continuity and consistency 
that is built into the Rancho 
Murieta club. His son 
Avery has played for Coach 
Melissa Kassel for the past 
five years and developed 
lifelong friendships. “That 
camaraderie just gets better 
through the years,” he said.

Keslar also knows what 
makes the best teams. 
“Good leadership is very 
hard to find,” he said. 
“There is definitely great 
leadership in this coaching 
staff.”

Parents also play a role. 
“We are like the support 
cast,” he said.  � H

Melissa Kassel, the Rancho Murieta Mustangs coach, 
encourages her players to focus as they practice for a 
tournament. Photos by Gail Bullen 

Coach Matt Kartchner directs his co-ed team during a Nov. 20 practice under the lights at 
Stonehouse Park as they prepare for an upcoming soccer tournament where they will compete 
in the boys’ division.
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916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
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Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
354-8819
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
Commerce Financing
RM resident over 20 years!

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

CALL-A-PRO

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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(916) 799-1541 
 

Buying or Selling? 

Certified  Senior Real Estate Specialist 
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25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236
License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your Insurance Needs

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com Li
c.
#
0
0
6
0
2
1
0
4

ina semrau
OWner/BrOker

CALL-A-PRO

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension 
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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ve
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 - 
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99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045
916-257-9609916-257-9609

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior
NO JOB IS TOO BIGNO JOB IS TOO BIG

N

O PROBLEM

PAINTING

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing

will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE

author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait?

Call now: 1-855-
667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

LAW OFFICE
Law Office of Chris C.

Clauson
Living Trusts | Wills | Es-

tate Planning
Call 1-760-709-2614

SBN# 316462
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581

(Cal-SCAN)

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Jobs

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

Junk Removal

Landscaping

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

HealthcareConcrete

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Canʼt Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within

minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call

1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing market share

is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPAʼs
Advertising Servicesʼ power

to connect to nearly 13
million of the stateʼs read-
ers who are an engaged

audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more

info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011or

cecelia@cnpa.com

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48

months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.

(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado?  Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rápida y
gratui ta en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed

Company
www.viploan.com Call

1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE

01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
 Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertising

Timeshares

Advertising

Automotive

Painting

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Law Office

For more information, call or text for a free brochure: 507.217.1326

Tour includes deluxe motor coach transportation, all admission tickets, quality hotels, etc.

    Hall of Fame  
      Tour

                          Aug. 2-12 2024

Attend MLB games at Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,   
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees.
Visit football, baseball, basketball & hockey Halls of Fame

BASEBALLBob’s Tours

Tour begins at host hotel near Cincinnati Airport 
and ends near Newark Liberty Int'l Airport

We also offer an Arizona Spring Training Tour (March 3-9) and a New England Fall Foliage 
Tour (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) with games at Fenway Park and Yankee Stadium.

u

u $3,500/person based on  
double hotel occupancyu

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR, 
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP 

HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE, A 
CALIFORNIA, 
QUALIFIED 501(c)3 
NONPROFIT 

WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND 
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE 

         GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP, 
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

u

u

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097484

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 

American Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide 

peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line 

Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 

Call 1-888-892-5598 
(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North 
America's #1 
Walk-In Tub.

Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 

installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a 

limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe 

Step 1-888-989-5749 
(Cal-SCAN)

Home 
Improvement

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 

Offer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-833-985-4766 

(Cal-SCAN)

CANCEL YOUR 
TIMESHARE

Call Attorney Sid Connor, your 
nationally trusted consumer 

protection attorney
- 40+ years experience

- 1,000+ clients represented
- 99% success rate

L. Sidney Connor IV, Esq.
1500 U.S. Highway 17 North 

Suite 209
Surfside Beach, SC 29575
https://www.timeoutco.com/

info@timeoutco.com
Phone: 1-843-846-3688

Bar No.: 0001363
(Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published 
Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing- Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distri-
bution. Call for Your Free Au-
thor̀s Guide 1-877-538-9554 
or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
Cali

(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED!
Old Porsche 

356/911/912
for restoration by hobbyist

1948-1998 Only.
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
Porcherestoration

@yahoo.com

(Cal-SCAN)

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing

Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation

Planting | Tree Trimming
209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

was his last year coaching 
in Rancho Murieta. He is 
“basically retiring” because 
his daughter is leaving the 
team. 

“It’s a little sad to think 
about not coaching,” he 
said. “But I am hoping to 
sit back and enjoy watching 
my daughter Lila play vol-
leyball,” he said.

Kartchner began playing 
recreational soccer when 
he was 8 years old. He 
came to love the goalkeeper 
position, which he played 
through high school and in 
college intramurals. He also 
played some indoor soc-
cer. However, his time as a 
goalie ended when he blew 
out a knee when he was in 
his 30s.

Kartchner said his final 
season with the Rancho 
Murieta Hawks, comprised 
of 11 and 12-year-olds  was 
challenging and rewarding 

at the same time. He said a 
solid core of eight players 
he had coached for the past 
three years returned, and 
three new players fit right 
in. Danny Kershaw was the 
assistant coach.

Most of their games were 
very close, with the team 
winning or losing by one 
goal. “We had some really 
great competition in the 
league this year,” he said. 
“But the girls all played 
their hearts out. It was fun 
to be able to coach them.”

He was asked why he and 
Kershaw decided to enter 
the post-season tournament 
in Davis on Dec. 2 and 3. 
Kartchner said they talked 
about doing it for a cou-
ple of seasons but couldn’t 
make it happen until this 
year.  However, because of 
the age requirements, they 
didn’t have enough girls to 
make a team. That’s when 

he reached out to the team 
with boys of the same age – 
the Murieta  Mayhem team 
coached by Rick Spickard.

“They wanted to join 
forces,” he said.

With seven girls and nine 
boys, the co-ed team prac-
ticed together for three 
weeks before the tourna-
ment and competed in the 
Boys Division during the 
tournament.   “I feel my 
girls are tough enough they 
will be able to play right in 
there with the boys,” he said 
before the tournament.

Kartchner enjoyed affil-
iating with the club in 
Rancho Murieta nine years 
ago after six years of coach-
ing in the “very, very large” 
Pleasant Grove Soccer 
Club. 

“Rancho Murieta is a 
pretty unique community, 
and it is very intimate,” 
he said. “We really have 

Rancho Murieta Soccer Club Coach Selected as a Coach of the Year

Law Offices of JACK G. CRAWFORD
A Professional Corporation (est. 1974)

PROBATE, ESTATE PLANNING and TRUST LAW

Learn all of your estate planning alternatives

WILLS & PROBATE • REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS • TAX PLANNING •

IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS • POST DEATH PLANNING AND ASSISTANCE

DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

1545 River Park Dr., Suite 204 Sacramento  
916-922-5700 (Office) 916-354-0756 (Home)

only one or two teams at 
the same age level which 
made them competitive and 
proud to represent the com-
munity…There is just that 
feeling that you are part of 
something special.”

Kartchner, who lives 
in Sloughhouse, said he 
and his kids always felt 
welcome in the Rancho 

Murieta Club. It didn’t 
hurt that his kids also 
attended Cosumnes River 
E lemen ta ry  (CRES) . 
However, other players who 
attended Dillard Elementary 
or Bradshaw Christian also 
become close friends with 
their CRES teammates. 
That comradery translates 
into their play.

Kartchner has fond mem-
ories of the kids on his 
teams. “They were raised 
by great families. They 
are humble. They love to 
compete, and they are gra-
cious winners or losers,” 
he said. “It just makes  me 
proud as a coach to take 
them out and play with 
them.” � H
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To: You 

From: Us

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products

*Holiday Sale prices are not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Please allow time for delivery on some items. Colors may vary from what is shown in ad. Sale Ends 12/23/23.

Mon–Sat 10am– 6pm • Sun 11am– 6pm
Closed on Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

894380 977736 184032

526176 176409 556630

186062996205 260608 247032

591727

561207

$1,599 reg $1,899

BroadwayBroadway
$1,849 reg $2,129

HenryHenry

$1,099 reg $1,239

KerrieKerrie

$1,599 reg $1,859

MarleyMarley
$1,599 reg $1,859

OscarOscar

$1,549 reg $1,799

ArloArlo
$1,549 reg $1,799

TheoTheo
$1,599 reg $1,859

StarkStark

$1,999 reg $2,299

ViewView
$1,999 reg $2,299

SpinSpin
$1,999 reg $2,299

MustangMustang
$2,149 reg $2,399

FenwickFenwick

POWER 
LUMBAR

POWER 
LUMBAR

POWER 
LUMBAR

POWER 
LUMBAR

POWER 
LIFT

POWER 
LUMBAR

POWER 
LUMBAR

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADRESTPOWER 

HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

POWER 
HEADREST

GLIDER

ZERO 
GRAVITY

SWIVELSWIVEL

Holiday home sale
‘Tis the Season for                 Recliners!‘Tis the Season for                 Recliners!

Monthly Fees:
Family, Couple or Single
Golf Membership $300
Social $105

Sign up for the trial offer in 
November 2023-February 2024 

and your initiation fee is waived. 
Like what you see, and after the 
trial in March join the club with 

a 1 year contract and  
no initiation fee is needed!

*Offer available for new members only

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2023-FEBRUARY 2024 ONLY

Story and photo by 
Nancy Compton

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - On a sunny Saturday 
morning in November, mem-
bers of the River Valley 
Garden Club and Boy Scouts 
from Troop #633 joined staff 
member Melissa Fite at the 
CRES school garden located 
behind the school with shov-
els, rakes, hoes, trowels, and 
a can-do spirit. 

Due to vandalism and 
neglect, the garden, which 
had been up and running in 
the past, needed to be com-
pletely refurbished, including 
replacing the building blocks 
which provided structure 
for the raised garden beds. 

With the exception of 
one enormous rosemary 
bush and a large lavender, 
weeds had taken over most 
of the growing space, and 
had to be weeded out by 
hand. With so many com-
munity members pulling 
together, what appeared to 
be an enormous task was 
accomplished in under three 
hours. 

River Valley Garden Club and Boy Scout Troop #633 
Join Hands to Refurbish CRES School Garden

Garden club members and boy scout members working at the CRES garden. 

Jerome Keys working with stone planters.

Next, the raised beds will 
be filled with soil so it will 
be ready for spring plant-
ing.  Right now, the school 

garden is in need of soil and 
fertilizer, and will welcome 
donations from local busi-
nesses or nonprofits. � H


