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United Way Seeks Holiday Gifts

For San Juan Unified School District Foster Families

Sacramento County Gifts From The Heart picks up items donated through United Way California Capital Region for local foster
youth. This holiday season, United Way is seeking gift donations for San Juan Unified School District foster families. Photo
courtesy of Thébaud Communications

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Community mem-
bers can help foster youth
and their families in San
Juan Unified School

PAGE 8

United Way California
Capital Region’s upcom-
ing San JUANderful
Holiday Party. Families
attending the invita-
tion-only event will have

groceries, toys and chil-
dren’s clothes. Items
are needed by Dec.
11 and can be pur-
chased through United
Way’s wishlists: www.

By Kristin District in Sacramento the opportunity to choose YourLocalUnitedWay.
Thébaud, Thébaud by purchasing gifts and from gift cards, house- org/HolidayGiving.
Communications other needed items for hold items, shelf-stable “At United Way, we

believe families know
what they need to thrive,
and we are here to pro-
vide support,” said Dr.
Dawnté Early, president

Continued on Page 3
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DOVIA News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Mary Lynn Perry,
Chair of the Board of
Directors at Directors of
Volunteers in Agencies
(DOVIA), Sacramento
has received national
recognition for exem-
plary leadership in
volunteer engagement.

l]j%?}g(r)gnggﬁ Ms. Perry earned the
PAID Impact Award, pre-

sented in October of
2023 by the Association
of Leaders in Volunteer
Engagement (AL!VE)
in the Exemplary
Leader category, for
their efforts to pro-
vide quality volunteer
engagement programs, a
willingness to network,
mentor or collaborate
with their peers, advo-
cate for the profession,
and involvement at the
national and local level
with volunteer engage-
ment professionals.
Because of Ms. Perry’s
efforts, all volunteer
engagement profession-
als and the programs

CARMICHAEL, CA
PERMIT NO. 350

OR CURRENT
POSTAL CUSTOMER

SCOTT PALMER

Broker/Owner
Lifelong Arden area resident

916.838.0313
DRE #01326834

Morgan Albanese
916.300.5184

DRE# 02131425

Local Nationally Recognized

Mary Lynn Perry of DOVIA Nationally Recognized for Exemplary Leadership

Mary Lynn Perry, Chair of the Board of Directors at Directors of Volunteers in Agencies (DOVIA).

Photo courtesy of DOVIA

and communities they
serve are all enhanced
and supported to pro-
vide a robust, engaging,
and meaningful volun-
teer experience.

AL!VE Board

Experience. In

3

Lynda Fanfelle
916.709.8330

DRE# 01724965

Ashley Miller

530.320.9331
DRE# 02060760

Kris Quigley
916.607.0035

President Michelle
Raymer, CVA is excited
about presenting the
award to three recipients
in two different catego-
ries. “This is our fourth
year presenting these

£\

Denise Ham

916.644.0503
DRE# 02014802

DRE# 01948123

Roberta Richard

916.803.3788
DRE# 01936676

awards and the selection
committee had many
nominees of committed
and talented volunteer
engagement profession-
als nationwide.”
Continued on Page 4
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WOMEN’S

EMPOWERMENT

Women's
Empowerment
to Hold Holiday

Gift Drive for

Unhoused

Women and

Children

By Kristin
Thébaud, Thébaud
Communications

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Local residents can pro-
vide joy and winter items
to Sacramento women and
children who have expe-
rienced homelessness by
contributing to Women’s
Empowerment’s annual
Holiday Gift Drive. The non-
profit is seeking winter hats,
socks and gloves for all ages
from infant to adult, as well
as teen gifts, $25 Target and
Walmart gift cards, holiday
candy, and empty medium
and large gift bags. For
those who prefer to make a
financial donation, the aver-
age cost of a gift package is
$40, but any amount is help-
ful. Women’s Empowerment
especially needs gift cards,
gifts for teens, and win-
ter hats for teens and adults.
Items are needed at Women’s
Empowerment, 1590 North A
Street in Sacramento, by Dec.
11. For more information,
Visit Www.womens-empow-
erment.org.

“The holidays can be espe-
cially challenging for the
women and children we serve
who are working to over-
come homelessness,” said
Lisa Culp, executive direc-
tor, Women’s Empowerment.
“We want the women and
children in our program to
experience joy this holiday
season, as well as warmth in
the face of a cold, wet win-
ter. Our annual Holiday Gift
Drive not only gives people
the chance to provide care
and hope for those who have
been unhoused, it tells each
woman and child in our pro-
gram that they are important
to their community.”

Items will be distributed
to families at Women’s
Empowerment’s upcom-
ing Holiday Craft Party
in mid-December where
women and children will
create gifts for family

Continued on Page 2
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By V. G. Harris

Welcome to the first ever
edition of Kings Korner.

For those of you faithful
sports fans, and in particular
Sacramento Kings fans who
still find eating breakfast on a
Sunday morning with a paper
in your hand a salubrious expe-
rience, I welcome you one and
all.

Can it be just seven short
years since the Kings were res-
cued from the Siberia called
Seattle, and placed inexora-
bly in the fabulous confines
of technical wonder, Golden 1
Center?

True, we suffered through
several losing seasons and
more than one questionable
draft choice, but memories
of past bad experiences fade
quickly when your team trans-
forms into a kaleidoscope of
positivity.

Last season’s 48 wins did
more than just get our atten-
tion. It ignited an energy that
has awakened the base and
brought with it new fans that
had only an anemic interest in
the past.

Recent years brought new
faces and crowd favorites
such as De’Aaron Fox, Malik
Monk, Keegan Murray, and
the acquisition of All-Star
Domantas Sabonis was the
missing piece the Kings have
been looking for, for years.
Trading fan favorite Tyrese
Haliburton for Domantas
Sabonis was controversial,
and at the time shocking for
many Kings fans, but lead-
ing the NBA in rebounds and
double-double’s convinced
many that the organization had
finally made a trade that would
elevate the Kings to the next

Kings

Korner

level.

Whether your favorite
player is Domantas Sabonis,
De’Aaron Fox, or Sasha
Vezenkov, or Davion Mitchell,
there is plenty to be happy
about with the team we have
today.

In years gone by, we would
be jumping for joy with a 9-6
record, but Kings fans know
with a little luck it could
easily be 12-3. Losing back-
to-back games in both Houston
and New Orleans wasn’t on
anyone’s radar, and if Clay
Thompson hadn’t hit a last sec-
ond bucket our Kings record
would be the envy of the
league.

I remember as a young
Kings fan in 1989 feeling lucky
just to get a ticket. Those hope-
ful of becoming a season ticket
holder could expect to wait 3-5
years before such an opportu-
nity would arise.

For the past 20 years season
tickets have been in abundance,
but no more. The number of
wins accumulated this year
will no doubt correlate with the
depth of the waiting list for sea-
son tickets, and many believe
the Kings could surpass the
50-win mark for the first time
in over 20 years.

Yes, Kings fans, it’s fun
again to take your family or
sweetheart to a game, and
with the advent of the high-
tempo, high-scoring game
the Kings play today, it’s
by far the hottest ticket in
town.

Mike Brown in his first
full season of coaching with
the Kings brought a winning
style of basketball, and by
season’s end the Kings had
amassed the highest point
total in the entire NBA.

Sending not one, but two
All-Stars to the All-Star game
was a highlight of last year’s
season, and it wouldn’t surprise
anyone if De’Aaron Fox and
Domantas Sabonis did it again.

There remains question
marks though, and we will
sort them out as the season
progresses.

Mike Brown’s use of his
bench has had many scratching
their heads, as crowd favorite
Davion Mitchell rode the pine
for more than one game before
finding himself in the rotation
again. Davion, while a streaky
scorer, is perhaps the most
dependable defensive player on
the team, and without a doubt
stirs the crowd whenever he
enters the game.

Keegan Murray has strug-
gled at times this season to find
a consistent 3-point shot, but
coach Brown remains commit-
ted to Keegan, and it appears
to have had a positive effect on
his defensive play as well.

De’Aaron Fox may go
down as the greatest first-round
draft choice in the history of
the Kings before his play-
ing days are over, but for the
moment we will just be consis-
tently amazed at his lightning
speed and acrobatic shot mak-
ing! Truly a gem, De’Aaron
has become an All-Star right
before our eyes, and many fans
believed his All-Star appear-
ance last season was overdue.

Gear up Kings fans! This
is going to be a wild ride,
and supplanting the Golden
State Warriors as the Northern
California #1 team is the first
test we will have to face.

If you’ve enjoyed the first
edition of Kings Korner, let me
know at vgharriskingsfan@
gmail.com. *

Women's Empowerment to Hold Holiday Gift Drive
for Unhoused \Women and Children

T L
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Women’s Empowerment graduates create gifts for their loved ones at last year’s Holiday Craft

[

Party where they received gifts from the nonprofit’s Holiday Gift Drive. Women's Empowerment
is now seeking items for its 2023 Holiday Gift Drive. Photo courtesy of Thébaud Communications

Continued from Page 1
and friends. At the event,
mothers also will have
the opportunity to choose
gifts for their children,
thanks to a toy drive being
held by California State
Assemblymember Kevin
McCarty, District 6.

“At Women’s
Empowerment, we believe
there is dignity in giv-
ing,” Culp said. “So often
unhoused women and
children do not have the
resources to give gifts to
their loved ones. We are

DRE # 01049869

grateful that this commu-
nity helps us ensure they
have that joyful and proud
experience of giving.”
Women’s Empowerment
provides a two-month
employment-readiness and
empowerment program,
paid job training, childcare
and support services so
women and their children
can break the generational
cycle of homelessness.
Women’s Empowerment
offers the most compre-
hensive job-readiness
program in the Sacramento

area designed spe-
cifically for women
experiencing homeless-
ness and their children.
Last year, 121 graduates
secured employment or
enrolled in paid training
or education. Since 2001,
1,837 women have grad-
uated from the program
with their 3,894 children.
Women’s Empowerment
is funded through private
donations from the com-
munity and grants. To
make a donation: Womens-
Empowerment.org. *
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Be a1 part of Something important

Help bring the locul news to Your Neighborhood

We are looking for
families who want
to deliver the local
newspaper in your
heighborhoods.

Provide great customer
service to our readers
every Thursday/Friday.

Make money as a family
effort by working together
to get the job done.

Earn money to pay those
growing monthly bills.

7 )
MPG

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous nhewspaper delivery
experience a plus but not required.

*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

Call 916-7731111
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Spoken Languages:
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fatenshaheen@westwiderealty.com

Always happy to share
knowledge and help clients
Buy or Sell properties in the
Northern California Region

Read the public notices in our newspaper
or on our website to learn more about:

Government meetings, bids & contracts
Foreclosures
Uneclaimed property
School Board issues
Elections/Polling places, initiative peti
Tax assessments/proposals ’ ‘

OH NO!

Is that really happening?
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United Way Seeks Holiday Gifts
For San Juan Foster Families

Continued from Page 1
and CEO, United Way
California Capital
Region. “We have been
providing academic sup-
port to foster families
in the San Juan Unified
School District this year,
and we are thrilled to
offer this holiday market
so the families we have
worked with can choose
gifts and other items that
will best prepare their
foster youth for success
in school and later in life.
We hope our community
will join us in supporting
these wonderful fami-
lies during this holiday
season.”

United Way’s Foster
Youth Support program
with San Juan Unified
School District provides
academic intervention
and supportive services
to district foster youth
in kindergarten through
eighth grade. Primarily
funded through a grant
from the Sacramento
County Department of
Child, Family and Adult
Services, program staff
works with each student
and their team of care-
givers, family, teachers
and counselors to con-
nect youth and caregivers
to school and community

ing h
A

resources, including
transportation support,
academic assistance,
health services, behav-
ioral health support,
housing, food, clothing
and more. United Way
also provides literacy
tutoring and homework
support outside of school
hours.

“Despite the chal-
lenges brought on by the
pandemic, foster youth
have shown remarkable
resilience facing hurdles
in academic achieve-
ment, lack of family
support and challenges
accessing necessary
resources at school,”
Dr. Early said. “Our
local United Way has a
long history of working
with foster youth, pro-
viding literacy support
and working in schools.
This joint effort with the
San Juan Unified School
District adopts a whole-
child focus that builds
social and emotional
wellbeing and provides
trauma-informed support
for youth and their fam-
ilies so they can succeed
academically.”

Founded in 1923,
United Way California
Capital Region has
been a transformative

force in the Sacramento
community for more
than a century, serv-
ing Amador, El Dorado,
Placer, Sacramento and
Yolo counties. The local
United Way’s Square
One approach to end-
ing poverty is grounded
in a public health model
and uses a threefold
strategy to address com-
munity needs from birth
and beyond: helping kids
excel in school, investing
in families and strength-
ening schools. At United
Way’s core is the philoso-
phy that families possess
the blueprint for their
success. United Way
supplies books to young
children, provides liter-
acy tutoring, addresses
housing and food secu-
rity, leads the region’s
largest tax preparation
initiative and launched
Sacramento’s first guar-
anteed income program.
United Way works across
diverse school districts,
providing case manage-
ment for foster youth and
leading the Community
Schools initiative in West
Sacramento. For more
information or to make
a donation, visit www.
YourLocalUnitedWay.

org. *
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SMF’s Nichol Named
AXN’s Director of the Year

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - Airport
Experience News (AXN)
has selected Cindy
Nichol, director of air-
ports for the Sacramento
County Department of
Airports, as its Director
of the Year, Medium
Airports Division.
Nichol oversees
Sacramento International
Airport (SMF), Mather
Airport (MHR), a
cargo and general avi-
ation facility, as well as
Executive Airport (SAC)
and Franklin Field (F72),
both general aviation
airports.

“l am truly honored
and humbled to receive
this recognition,” said
Nichol. “Throughout
my career, [’ve always
valued opportunities to
contribute to the avia-
tion industry. I believe
that any achievement,
especially in the aviation
industry, is never a soli-
tary effort. I would like
to thank everyone who
has worked with me and
helped in making those
contributions over the
years.”

At the helm of SCDA
since 2018, Nichol is
currently leading the
$1.3 billion capital pro-
gram, SMForward, to
meet record passen-
ger demand by adding
gates and terminal space,
parking, rental cars and
other ground transpor-
tation. Prior to joining
SMF, Nichol served as
chief financial officer
at the Port of Portland.
She has also held finance
leadership roles at San

Cindy Nichol. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

Francisco International
Airport (SFO) and Leigh
Fisher Associates/Jacobs
Consultancy.

“Cindy Nichol is
known throughout the
industry for her extraor-
dinary financial acumen.
That, plus her role in
leading the SMForward
project that will posi-
tion SMF for the future,
earned her this recog-
nition from the AXN
team,” said Melissa
K. Montes, publisher
and portfolio director
of Airport Experience

News. Nichol is also
contributing to indus-
try excellence through
her roles on the ACI-NA
Executive Committee,
U.S. Policy Committee,
and Board Finance
Committee, and in her
leadership position with
the California Airports
Council, Montes noted.
Nichol will be featured
in a special Leadership
Issue of Airport
Experience News and
will be honored at the
2024 Airport Experience
Conference. *

angelaheinzer.cbintouch.com

CalDRE #01004189

HAPPY NEW ITA R1
Wlshlng you and your loved ones a wonderful holiday season .
and a year of pOSSIbIlItIeS in 2024!

*

| want to take this opportunity to thank my clients, friends
and family for your support, referrals and friendship.
It means the world to me.

COLDWELL B. BAN KER
REALTY

Looking forward to working with you in the new year!

My deepest appreciation,

-

ACTIVE

8514 Bordeaux Way $780,000

1397 .Pars Oak Lane $1,785000
(represented buyer)

1064 41st Street $1,650,000
1325 Arroyo Grande Drive $1,375,000
(represented buyer)

790 Lilac Lane $1,300,000
(represented buyer)
4441 Ashton Drive $955,000
309 Wyndgate Road $775,000

-

1620 Copenhagen Way $749,000

LAST QUARTER SALES

7328 Perera Circle $751,000
460 Wyndgate Road $702,000
2552 Villa Terrace Lane $605,000

(represented buyer)

5404 Cabrillo Way $458,000
7260 Rush River Drive $462,000
1611 10th. Street $315,000

(represented buyer)
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BY NORRIS BURKES

This is the time of year
that many of us consider
our charitable-donation
budget. But as we decide
how much to give, perhaps
we also ought to calculate
why we give.

In his list called “Eight
Degrees of Charity,” the
13th century Rabbi Moses
Maimonides offers wise
council for weighing our
motives.

I’ve mentioned his list
a few times in this col-
umn, but like Dicken’s
“Christmas Carol,” the list
inspires me each time I
revisit it. The unabridged
catalogue can be found on
my website, but since it has
many nuances, allow me
this paraphrased summary.

Maimonides describes
his list as a ladder, so let’s
begin at the bottom rung,
the lowest form of charity.

8. Sometimes we give
only because we are
uncomfortable with our
wealth. This sentiment is
aptly described by Tibetan
Buddhist Trungpa Rinpoche
as “Idiot compassion.” You
can see it in the actions of
retirees like me who did this
during the pandemic. As our
savings bulged with stimu-
lus checks and investment
returns, we started giv-
ing to the local foodbank.
No judgment here. I think
Maimonides would say that
most charity is good char-
ity. Still, it’s hard to sort
our good motives from our
lesser ones. That’s why the
rabbi encouraged us to work
our way up the ladder.

7. Let us give cheerfully
but not too much. We
do this by dropping a few
bucks in the Salvation Army
kettle or the church offer-
ing. We smile generously,
but we know it’s woefully
inadequate.

6. Just ask me and I’ll
donate. Generous, yes.
But why must we be asked
first? In Honduras, as in
many Latin countries, peo-
ple of all income levels
will carry charity money to
give to those who ask. The
San Francisco company
GoFundMe began with the
premise of giving to those
who ask. The tragic drama

What Is Your Reason
for Giving This Season?

in many requests inspires us
to give. In 2021 they gener-
ated $22.6M in revenue.

5. Let’s give without
being asked. This sounds
like a clean motive but it’s
low on the ladder because
the giver may be doing it
to gain attention. On one
hand, it’s the kind of giv-
ing we might do when we
say we pick up the dinner
check. On the positive side,
it’s the kind of giving we do
when a neighbor needs our
assistance.

4. We should give to
those we don’t know, but
they should know who we
are. A lot of us achieve
this when we give to the
homeless woman at the
intersection. It’s a kind act,
but there’s no way to avoid
making the recipient feel
less-than.

3. I like to give anony-
mously but I need to know
who’s getting it. This
may seem like a high form
of giving, but not quite.
Maimonides cautions that
since “subconsciously, the
giver might gain a pleasure
and a sense of power over
the recipient, this detracts
from his act.”

2. T like to give anon-
ymously and don’t want
anyone to know This one
is tricky, but the best mod-
ern-day example is the
Salvation Army Kettle.
Your donation helps the
poor, but you will never
know who they are, and
they will never know who
you are. You have no say in
where the money goes and
cannot take it back. And
the highest degree of char-
ity motive on Maimonides
list is...

1.Let’s form a busi-
ness partnership with the
poor. “What?” you ask.
“Business is not charity!”
The rabbi considered this
the highest charitable form
because it “strengthens the
hand of the poor through
either a gift or an inter-
est-free loan.” Surprisingly,
Maimonides considered the
loan better than an outright
gift “since the poor are not
shamed.”

This charity is best illus-
trated in the saying, “Give a
person a fish and he will eat
for a day. Teach him to fish
and he eats for a lifetime.”

It’s this charitable
approach that has inspired
me to proudly promote
Chispa Project in this col-
umn for the past eight years.

Chispa establishes librar-
ies in Honduran elementary
schools with the help of
Honduran teachers, parents
and students who will orga-
nize, plan and monitor the
libraries.

Each Honduran com-
munity is asked to raise
a symbolic portion of the
costs (less than 4% of the
total project). In this way
Maimonides highest prin-
ciple is applied and the
schools establish ownership,
pride, and better sustainabil-
ity of the library.

“Pure” charity is about
improving the lives of oth-
ers, not our own. Yet still
I think even Maimonides
would have to admit that
sometimes we need to do
something to feel better.
Regardless of our motive,
someone is helped.

In any case none of us
have a pure heart, so thank-
fully most charities are able
to help those in need regard-
less of our motive to give.

Maimonides’ full writing
is available at https://www.
myjewishlearning.com/
article/maimonides-lad-
der-of-tzedakah/

If you will start a monthly
donation to Chispa or give
a onetime donation of more
than $100, I will send you
a free book from the list at
www.thechaplain.net

Donate online at https://
www.chispaproject.org/nex-
tchapter or make checks
to “Chispa Project’ and
send to 10556 Combie
Rd Suite 6643 Auburn,
CA 95602. Comments
received at same address
or by email comment@
thechaplain.net or at (843)
608-9715.

You can get any of my
books for free when you
start a monthly donation
to Chispa or give a one-
time donation of more
than $100. Make checks
to Chispa Project and
send to 10556 Combie
Rd Suite 6643 Auburn,
CA 95602. Comments
received at same address
or by email comment@
thechaplain.net or at
(843) 608-9715. *

Mary Lynn Perry of DOVIA Nationally
Recognized for Exemplary Leadership

Continued from Page 1

AL!VE will provide a cash award
to Ms. Perry that she may use for
professional development expenses,
such as continuing education, books,
resources, or pursuing the Certified
Volunteer Administrator credential
(CVA), an international professional
credential for those who manage vol-
unteers and/or programs.

AL!VE is the national professional
association for those who manage or
lead volunteer engagement programs.
The leadership organization seeks to
enhance and sustain the spirit of vol-
unteering by fostering collaboration
and networking, promoting profes-
sional development, and providing
advocacy for leaders in community
engagement. For more information,
visit, www.volunteeralive.org. To

view the 2023 AL!VE Impact Award
recipients, visit, https://www.
volunteeralive.org/alve _impact
awards_-_ sponsore.php

Directors of Volunteers in Agencies
(DOVIA), Sacramento provides a
forum for exchange of information
on relevant issues for professional
volunteer managers and leaders of
volunteers. Through collaborative
efforts, DOVIA Sacramento is com-
mitted to promoting service and
emphasizing professional growth and
development of the volunteer admin-
istration profession. Since 1978,
DOVIA Sacramento has served to
broaden community awareness of
volunteerism by furthering commu-
nication among DOVIA, its member
agencies and institutions, and the gen-
eral public. *

Sacramento Kings and SMF
Announce Historic Partnership

SHCRAMENTO

&

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

SACRAMENTO

Sacramento County Department of
Airports News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Today, the
Sacramento Kings and Sacramento
International Airport (SMF) announced
a groundbreaking partnership, mark-
ing one of the first formal partnerships
between a U.S. airport and an NBA
franchise. Over the next three seasons,
SMF will serve as the official airport
partner of the Sacramento Kings.

“We are thrilled to partner with
the Sacramento International Airport
and provide fans and travelers exclu-
sive touch points to the Kings,”
said Sacramento Kings President of
Business Operations John Rinehart.
“Through unique co-branded experi-
ences, we will magnify what it means
to be Sacramento Proud while creating
impactful moments for all who travel to
and from the airport.”

“SMF has proudly served as the
departure point for Kings road games
for many years, so this partnership
represents an evolution for our respec-
tive teams,” said Sacramento County
Department of Airports Director Cindy
Nichol. “This collaboration provides us
an opportunity to work with one of the
most creative marketing teams in the
NBA.”

This partnership holds importance
for the Sacramento community as it
represents a fusion of two influential
entities dedicated to enhancing the local
experience. The historic collaboration
opens doors to innovative initiatives
that will directly benefit the local pop-
ulation, allowing them to engage with

their favorite basketball team in unique
and exciting ways including opportu-
nities to win exclusive Kings prizes,
interact with Kings personalities at
select events at the airport and view
franchise memorabilia. From exciting
game-day activations to social media
content and community-driven pro-
grams, this partnership aims to generate
lasting memories for fans while foster-
ing a strong sense of unity and pride
among Sacramento residents.

Beyond the local impact, this col-
laboration also marks a significant
milestone in the realm of sports part-
nerships in California showcasing
the innovative spirit of both SMF and
the Sacramento Kings. By pioneer-
ing this unique partnership, SMF and
the Kings are not only breaking new
ground in the state but also inspiring
other organizations to explore uncon-
ventional collaborations that can enrich
communities and create memorable
experiences for fans.

As this partnership unfolds over
the next three seasons, SMF and the
Sacramento Kings are committed to
delivering unparalleled experiences,
both within the airport premises,
Golden 1 Center and throughout the
Sacramento region. Together, they
are set to redefine the way commu-
nities interact with sports and travel,
setting a new standard for partner-
ships that prioritize community
engagement, creativity, and shared
enthusiasm. Sacramento can look for-
ward to a bright future, filled with
exciting events, innovative initiatives,
and a sense of camaraderie. *

FBI Warns of Charity Scams
in Israel, HAMAS Conflict

FBI News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Sacramento
Field Office is warning the public that crim-
inals are soliciting donations during the
Isracl-HAMAS conflict. These charity scams
victimize both well-meaning, local communi-
ties, and the vulnerable populations impacted
by life-changing catastrophes.

Scams are especially prevalent during
times of increased conflict such as war, nat-
ural disasters, or epidemics. Criminals often
use these crises as opportunities to exploit
individuals seeking to support humanitarian
efforts. Perpetrators claim to be associated
with established charities or creators of new
charities associated with emergent conflicts.

Local communities may be targeted by
individuals claiming to collect funds for vic-
timized families while using the donations
for their own personal gain or in support of
domestic or international criminal enterprises.

Foreign terrorist organizations often
establish fake charities using social media
platforms to misdirect unwitting donors to
subsidize their operations. Solicitations are
then coordinated via social media posts,
e-mail, cold calls, or crowdfunding website
requests.

To avoid becoming a victim:

Approach all unsolicited communication
including direct messages, calls, and e-mails
with suspicion;

Visit the official website of a charitable
entity directly to obtain contact information
rather than clicking on links in e-mails or
assuming the unsolicited call is from an offi-
cial source;

Thoroughly research new charities online

WE SUPPORT

FIRST RESPONDERS

and verify phone numbers or e-mail addresses
before donating. Be sure the named charity is
not associated with scams and uses funds as
they claim;

Ensure that you are using the official web-
site of a well-known charity. Criminals may
create look-alike, “spoofed” websites with
URLs similar in appearance to those of
known organizations;

Visit the California Attorney General’s
Charitable Registry Search tool to ensure a
charity is registered in the State of California;

Visit the IRS Tax Exempt Organization
Search to see if a charity donation to the orga-
nization is tax deductible;

Never pay by cash, gift card, wire trans-
fer, or cryptocurrency. Each of these forms of
payment are difficult or impossible to track
and reverse.

The FBI urges the public to report these
fraudulent or suspicious activities to the FBI
Internet Crime Complaint Center at IC3.gov.
The public may also call their local FBI field
office or resident agency. *
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Elks 6 Annual
Bicycle/Toy Drive

IT’S TIME AGAIN. WE
ARE GETTING A LATE
START!

Let’s ensure that as many
kids as possible have the
opportunity to have a joyful
Christmas morning.

All donations must be in
by December 15. Of course,
cash donations are gladly
accepted if you prefer. Funds
donated will be used to pur-
chase bicycles, helmets,
locks, etc.

Thanks, and if you have
any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Justin
Lehr, or Joanne Martin.

Downtown
Sacramento Ice
Rink Open
Nov. 8 - Jan. 15

Sharpen your skates and
perfect your triple axel—
the Downtown Sacramento
Ice Rink returns to the heart
of the city on November
8! Feel a chill blow down
K street as you approach
Ali Youssefi Square and
be teleported into a winter
wonderland at the ice rink.

Regular Hours

Tuesday — Thursday 2
— 9 PM, Friday — Sunday
10 AM — 10 PM, Closed

Mondays except for
holidays.
Special Events

Dec. 9 — Xfinity Free
Skate

Dec.
Kindness

Dec. 16 — Silent Disco
Ugly Sweater Party

Dec. 17 — First Step
Communities Donation

Jan. 7—Crafting Kindness

Tickets are available at
the entrance to the rink
when you arrive to skate.

For more info about hol-
iday hours and scheduled
events, visit www.godown
townsac.com/events/
signature-events/ice-rink/

10 — Crafting

California Waterfowl
Fundraising Dinner
Dec. 7

This fundraiser for the
California Waterfowl
Association will be held at
Portuguese Hall, 6676 Pocket
Road, on Dec. 7.

Doors will open at 5:30
p.m. for games and social
hour. Dinner will begin at
7 p.m., followed by a live
auction. The event will also
include a silent auction and
youth program.

For tickets, visit the web-
site, www.CalWaterFowl.
org/Tickets

Breakfast With Santa
at the
Elks Lodge
Dec. 17

Two of the best kept
secrets in Sacramento are at
Elks Lodge 6.

The first secret is they have
a wonderful breakfast every
Sunday from 8:30 to 11 a.m.
Keep it a secret from the kids,
but Santa will be there on
Saturday, December 17th.

The breakfast will be closed
on December 24th and 3 1st for
the holidays.

The breakfast starts with
a wonderful omelet bar. The
rest of the menu includes: pan-
cakes, french toast, waffles,
and biscuits and gravy. There
is also potatoes, sausage,
bacon, and of course either
orange or tomato juice. Don’t
forget the coffee! All of that
for $15, and children under
10 are half price. That price
includes tax and tip [dona-
tions to the Purple Pig are
encouraged].

That second best secret
is the Elks have an indoor
swimming pool and athletic
facilities with handball courts.
While you are there you can
have a tour of the facilities.

The Elks Lodge 6 is at 6446
Riverside Blvd.

EIK’s Lodge Calendar
of Events
Elk’s Lodge Sunday
Breakfast

Every Sunday

8:30am - 11am

Bring your friends and
family

$15 tax included

Best deal in town

Made to order Omelets
or eggs any way you want.
Bacon, sausage, pota-
toes, biscuits and gravy,
pancakes, waffles, coffee
large parties should call for
reservations

Guest
welcome!

The Annual Toy Drive
has begun!

This year the drive is
headed by Joanne Martin

Watch for more details
but in the meantime you
can bring your donations to
the Lodge office.

Water Aerobics

Monday 10
Wednesday 2 pm

Yoga

Monday 12
Wednesday 3:30 pm

Lodge members free.

Martial Arts

Monday 5 pm

Pickleball

Mon & Wed 9 am-12 pm,
Thu 4:30-7:30 pm, Sun 4-7
pm

To sign-up or confirm
schedule, join playtimes-
cheduler.com

Improv Night

2nd & 4th Wednesdays,
6-8 pm

Wednesday Night Dinner

5:30to 7 pm

See above and elks6.net
for weekly menu.

Karaoke

Thursday 7 pm

Saturday 7:30pm

Friday Happy Hour

Friday 4-7 pm

Canal Holiday Lights
Community Pocket
News Event
Hi friends and neighbors!

Costco has had
Christmas decor for a
month, so winter must
be coming soon! With it
comes the return of our
Pocket Canal Holiday
Lights!

I hope you’ve enjoyed
this great tradition as
much as | have. I love
the beautiful show as
the lights reflect off the
water, but most of all, I
enjoy how much it gets
our community out, enjoy-
ing it together, being with
friends, being with family.

We need your help to
keep it going and continue
to grow this great commu-
nity tradition.

Can you make a dona-
tion to support the effort
this year? Any amount
helps!

Donations are tax
deductible, please donate
here:

https://giftstoshareinc.
ejoinme.org/donate

(select “District 7 Canal
Holiday Lights”)

If your business is inter-
ested in sponsoring, please
let me know!

And save the dates,
December 2nd, hang-
ing holiday lights &
December 3rd, lighting
ceremony with Santa.

Thanks so much for
your support!

Your partner in building
stronger communities,

Devin Lavelle

devinlavelle@gmail.
com

are VERY

am,

pm,

Sacramento
Symphonic Winds
Holiday Concert
Dec. 10

The Sacramento
Symphonic Winds holiday
concert entitled “Holiday
Fiesta” will be Sunday,
December 10, 2:30pm, at
Capistrano Hall, California
State University, Sacramento
(CSUS). Admission and
parking at Capistrano Hall
(garage levels 1-3) for this
concert are free of charge.
Donations are welcome!
The Sacramento Symphonic
Winds is a 60-piece adult
symphonic wind ensemble

conducted by Music/Artistic
Director Dr. Matthew
Morse. This concert fea-
tures Symphonic Dance #3
“Fiesta” by Clifton Williams,
A Christmas Carol by Alan
Silvestri, Rhapsody on
Christmas Carols by Claude
T. Smith, and more! Visit
our website at: <http:/www.
sacwinds.org> OR find us on
Facebook!

Land Park Softball

Softball is back in Land
Park and will now be a part
of the Land Park Pacific
Little League organization.
LPPLL has been a pillar in
our community since 1954
and is welcoming softball
under their umbrella this
SPRING!

Early Bird Registration is
NOW OPEN!

Visit lppll.com/
registration to register and
learn more.

Sacramento Area
Museums Showcase
Region’s Farm-to-
Fork Roots All Year
Long

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
(August 28, 2023) — The
Greater Sacramento region
is rich with popular muse-
ums and destinations that
offer diverse and enrich-
ing experiences for
individuals, families, res-
idents, and visitors alike.
Given the critically import-
ant role agriculture continues
to play in the region, many
local museums offer spe-
cial exhibits, experiences
and activations that highlight
ever-enduring Farm-to-Fork
connections. A sampling of
some of the Farm-to-Fork
offerings at local museums
includes the following:

California Agriculture
Museum — Woodland is
home to an entire museum
focused on agriculture, filled
with a unique collection of
harvesters, wheel and crawl-
er-type tractors, combines,
trucks, art, artifacts, rotating
interactive exhibits and much
more. In all, the museum
tells the history of Farm-to-
Fork, dating back to the Gold
Rush era and how the indus-
try evolved from horse drawn
to steam driven to fuel pow-
ered machines to harvest and
transport California’s bounty.

California State Railroad
Museum & Foundation
— A Fruit Growers Express
refrigerated rail car is on
permanent display inside
the Museum’s Roundhouse.
Museum visitors can explore
this historic rail car and
exhibit, “Farm to Fork: A
Public History,” and learn
about how refrigerated rail
cars enabled California farm-
ers, growers, and producers
send farm-to-fork freshness
all over the country. Visitors
can step inside the historic
Fruit Growers Express rail
car to see how the ice-cooled
rail cars transported produce
and built an agricultural sys-
tem that exports more wealth
than the California Gold
Rush. Plus, the popular
weekend excursion train,
Sacramento Southern
Railroad — currently on
pause due to an important
rail repair project — runs
on the historic Walnut
Grove Branch Line. This
rail line transported pears,
asparagus, celery, seeds,
and other products from
the Delta communities to
markets nationwide.

Sacramento
Children’s Museum —
Young visitors hungry
to learn about fresh food
have a variety of options
at the Children’s Museum,
including at the miniature
Leo’s Market and Leo’s
Food Court (a miniature
market of food carts),
about bees and honey with
the in-house beehive, and
an interactive train table
highlighting Sacramento’s
agricultural landscape
in miniature, complete
with mini livestock. Plus,

the Children’s Museum
will be at the Farm-to-
Fork Festival (September
22-23) sharing vegeta-
ble stamp printing with
visitors.

SMUD Museum of
Science & Curiosity —
MOSAC’s interactive
exhibits bring the story
of water to life, demon-
strating how our region is
working together to con-
serve this natural resource
for now and future gen-
erations. The “Water
Challenge” exhibit lets
museum visitors actively
shape a watershed’s flow,
create a tune for sav-
ing water at home, and
choose between local or
non-local foods to buy
based on how everyday
decisions impact conser-
vation efforts — all while
learning about the envi-
ronmental footprint along
the way.

Utility Exploration
Center — The City
of Roseville’s Utility
Exploration Center
(UEC) is a testament
to the region’s commit-
ment to sustainable living
and resource conserva-
tion. Nestled in the heart
of a region renowned for
its Farm-to-Fork move-
ment, the UEC acts as an
educational hub, encour-
aging residents and
visitors alike to delve
into the intricacies of
energy and water conser-
vation, waste reduction,
and sustainable practices.
By fostering an under-
standing of how we use
and preserve resources,
the UEC underscores the
importance of our agricul-
tural roots.

For more information
about upcoming activities
offered by Sacramento
area museums, “like”

them on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/
SacMuseums, follow
them on Instagram and
Twitter @SacMuseums
or visit the user-friendly
website at www.
SacMuseums.org.

Friends of Sutter’s
Fort Announces
Exciting Line-Up
of Special Events
and Activations
Happening this Fall

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
— Friends of Sutter’s Fort,
in partnership with Sutter’s
Fort State Historic Park, is
proud to present a series of
family-friendly events and
activations this fall high-
lighted by holiday themed
movies, an all-ages concert,
and adventurous self-guided
evening tours by flashlight or
lantern light.

A schedule of fall activ-
ities presented by Friends
of Sutter’s Fort includes the
following:

Flashlights & Friends
After Hour Tours — Friday,
December 1 from 6 to 8:30
p.m.

For those seeking fun and
adventure in a unique space,
Flashlight & Friends may
be just the ticket. The holi-
day themed evening provides
an opportunity to explore
Sutter’s Fort Historic Park
like never before — by flash-
light or lantern light (guests
can bring their own or pur-
chase them on-site). The
self-guided tour experi-
ence is family friendly and
includes live music, games,
and treats for event attend-
ees. For tickets and/or more
information about Flashttps://
suttersfort.org/event/
flashlights-friends/

The special events
and activations support
the nonprofit Friends
of Sutter’s Fort to help

provide upcoming pro-
gramming such as field
trips and future events
at Sutter’s Fort State
Historic Park.

For those interested in
visiting inside Sutter’s
Fort State Historic Park
(that is open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. daily), all Fort
admission fees will be
waived for the duration of
a major roof replacement
and seismic stabilization
project that is currently
underway. Visitors can
observe the rehabilita-
tion project firsthand and
tour the Central Building,
which remains open.

Friends of Sutter’s Fort

Friends of Sutter'’s
Fort is a 501c¢3 chari-
table foundation. As a
state park cooperating
association, we collab-
orate with California
State Parks at Sutter'’s
Fort State Historic Park
to preserve and protect
historic structures, and
artifacts, and to engage
visitors of all ages. For
more information, please
visit www.suttersfort.org

Bunny on the Green
Saturday, March
16th, 2024

Late morning/early after-
noon, exact time to be
determined

Location: William Land
Park Golf 1701 Sutterville
Road

Families are encour-
aged to come and meet The
Easter Bunny for the 2nd
Annual Bunny on the Green.
It is free to visit the Bunny
and take photos. There will
also be a childrens’ Easter
Bonnet contest and putting
activities. Guests can pur-
chase food and mimosa’s for
the adults. More details to
come soon.

*

5 Year

Initial APR

CHECK THE
EL DORADO

Member

NMLSR ID 479256

ADVANTAGE:

/ FIXED RATE for 5 Years

/ Local Processing & Servicing
/ No Closing Costs on Qualifying Transactions
/ Flexibility and Convenience

/ Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs

/ Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
/ Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

&L DORADOSAVINGS BANK

Servicing out local community for 65 years!

Home Equity Line of Credit Loan

FIXED RATE

0./5*

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
FD'C CARMICHAEL + 4701 Manzanita Ave. + 916-481-0664

800-874-9779

The iniial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 8.75%for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of
the loan which is called the draw period. After the inital 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin.
The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securties adjusted to a constant maturty of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The
current APR for the repayment period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can apply any tme during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying
transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000 and a total maximum Loan-
to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan o your residence; (2) your residence securing the
HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with
a lender other than EI Dorado Savings Bank, thal loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum
Loan-to-Value(LTV) of 65% and may notbe a revolving line of credit. Addtional property restrictions and requirements apply.
All loans are subject to a current appraisal. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR,
terms and conditions are subject to change without nofice. Other conditions apply. A 3525 early closure fee wil be assessed if the fine
o credit is closed within thre years from the date of opening. An annual feg of §85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC
and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Ling of Credit Disclosure Notice” for
additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.
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Sheriff Jim Cooper’s
Open Letter Regarding
Retail Theft and the CRA

Dear Constituents,

The California Retailers
Association (CRA) has
made several mislead-
ing and inconsistent
statements regarding a pend-
ing ballot initiative to address
California’s retail theft crisis.

CLAIM: On August 22,
2023, the CRA president,
joined prosecutors in filing
a ballot measure to address
retail theft. Details of the
proposed ballot measure can
be found at

https://www.action.
goldenstatecommunities.
com/pages/prop47

The CRA president was an
officer of the committee sup-
porting the ballot measure
and has repeatedly stated her
support for this initiative. As
recently as November 10,
2023, she told local media
that she has been working
“so hard” to fix Proposition
47 and put this initiative on
the ballot.

https://www.you
tube.com/watch?
v=SRcilB5JLsQ

FACT: In direct contra-
diction of this claim, in a
November 15th Sacramento
Bee article, the CRA pres-
ident stated, “passing a
ballot initiative isn’t the
solution,” suggesting that
the crisis can be cured by
simply making retail theft
misdemeanors subject to a
mandatory appearance in
court.

https://www.sacbee.
com/news/local/crime/arti-
cle281796698.html

Anyone with experience in
this realm should know that a
misdemeanor approach will
solve nothing. Existing law

of individuals in jurisdic-
tions across California fail
to appear on misdemeanor
crimes following the issuance
of a citation, arrest, or even
court order. In Sacramento
County alone, we have over
33,000 outstanding mis-
demeanor warrants. The
volume of misdemeanor war-
rants issued for those who
fail to appear is enormous
and already unmanageable
for law enforcement.

As a result of Proposition
47 (“Safe Neighborhoods
and Schools Act”), individ-
uals who repeatedly commit
theft and drug crimes suf-
fer no consequences. People
with drug and mental health
issues, therefore, have no
incentive to get treatment.
Proposition 47 clearly states
that any effort to increase
penalties related to theft or

content.cgi?article
=2328&contex
t=ca_ballot props

Per Proposition 47, the
legislature has no power to
make any meaningful change
to address the retail theft cri-
sis California faces. Given
the extraordinary losses suf-
fered by the retail industry
and the significant impact
it has on the consumer, I
express my deepest con-
cerns about California Retail
Association President Rachel
Michelin’s willingness to
misrepresent to the public the
facts on these critical matters.

While I still have my res-
ervations because of their
past history, I am hopeful
we can find some common
ground with the big box
retailers and work together
to resolve the crisis of retail
theft.

already requires individuals ~drug crimes requires voter Jim Cooper
to appear in court when cited ~ approval. Sacramento County
or arrested for misdemeanor https://repository. Sheriff
crimes. In fact, thousands uclawsf.edu/cgi/view *

Canvassers Needed for the 2024
Point-in-Time Count

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - Sacramento
Steps Forward (SSF)
announced on Monday,
December 4, 2023,
that the evenings of
Wednesday, January 24
and Thursday, January
25 have been selected
for Sacramento’s 2024
Point in Time Count
(PIT). SSF is seeking
hundreds of volunteers
to help with what will
be the most wide-rang-
ing community effort
to date to determine
the number of people
experiencing homeless-
ness in the Sacramento
region.

The event is intended
to provide a compre-
hensive estimate of the
total number of individ-
uals and families living
outdoors and in places
not intended for human
habitation on a single
night. SSF will release
the results in a report in
spring 2024. PIT data
enables community
leaders to better under-
stand homelessness,
design more effective
policies and programs,
and measure progress
toward reducing and
ending homelessness.

The PIT is part of
a nationwide effort.
The U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)
requires communities
to do a census to qual-
ify for annual federal
homelessness response
dollars. In 2022, the
Sacramento community
received $30.5 million

in HUD Continuum
of Care funding, $29
million of which was
dedicated to main-
taining permanent
housing programs and
directly served 1,271
households.

More than 500 vol-
unteers participated
in the last PIT count
in February 2022. It
concluded that an esti-
mated 9,278 individuals
experienced homeless-
ness on a single night.
Find the full report
on Sacramento Steps
Forward website.

“The PIT is a huge
community-wide
effort that gives peo-
ple a chance to make
a meaningful contri-
bution toward better
understanding where
we are and is a great
way to contribute
toward addressing and
ultimately ending home-
lessness,” said Lisa
Bates, Chief Executive
Officer of SSF.

To register as a volun-
teer, visit the volunteer
portal at https://sacra-
mento24.pointintime.
info/

To learn more about
volunteering and the
purpose of the PIT, read
the FAQs.

The PIT’s main
deployment center will
be at Sacramento State’s
Harper Alumni Center.
Several other satellite
locations will operate in
the region. Canvassers
will fan out to prede-
termined census tracts
across the Sacramento
region. The 2024 PIT
will also include more
intensive coverage

of known homeless-
ness locations along
the American River
Parkway.

Volunteer canvassers
will be able to utilize
a new “Counting Us”
mobile application, a
HUD approved method
of counting used in
many cities and coun-
ties across the U.S. The
application replaces pre-
viously used apps and
paper-based data collec-
tion methods. The app,
developed by Simtech
Solutions, Inc. — which
is joining forces with
SSF this year as the
researcher selected for
the PIT Count — will
support efficient can-
vassing by volunteers.

To canvass, a volun-
teer must be at least 18
years old, be willing
to travel by foot or car
to predetermined loca-
tions, and be willing to
use their personal smart-
phone and flashlight.
Additional volunteers
are also needed for a
variety of support func-
tions at the deployment
centers. Volunteers are
required to complete
a volunteer training
session. Two live train-
ing sessions will be
offered via Zoom, on
Wednesday, January 10
and Wednesday, January
17, both from 5 to 6:30
PM. For those unable
to attend a live session,
there is a new recorded
training option with
a short quiz to assure
accountability and com-
prehension. The live
training is highly rec-
ommended for new PIT
volunteers. *

David Villanueva Appointed
County Executive

DAVID
VILLANUEVA
APPOINTED

COUNTY
EXECUTIVE

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors
unanimously agreed to appoint Assistant
County Executive David Villanueva
as County Executive. The appoint-
ment is effective January 28, 2024.
“I am pleased to announce that the Board
of Supervisors voted unanimously to
appoint David Villanueva as County
Executive,” said Board Chair and Third
District Supervisor Rich Desmond.
“David’s career has been dedicated to
public service with Sacramento County
and the State of California, with which
he has had extensive senior management
and executive management experience.
“The County as an organization has made
tremendous progress over the last three
years. We are confident this will continue
under David’s leadership. David brings a
unique combination of business, account-
ing and technology skills to this role, and
he has shown in practice that his deci-
sions are guided by honesty, integrity and
a passion for service and transparency.”
Appointed Assistant County Executive
last May, Villanueva has been serv-
ing as Deputy County Executive for the
Administrative Services Agency since
2011. Prior to that, he began his County
service as Chief Information Officer/
Director of the Department of Technology
in 2008. Before his County service,
Villanueva was the Deputy Director/Chief
Information Officer for the California
Department of General Services.

“I am deeply honored and grateful for
the trust placed in me by the Board of
Supervisors in appointing me as the
County Executive,” said Villanueva. “This
opportunity to serve our community is
both a privilege and a responsibility that
I undertake with great dedication. I am
committed to fostering a culture of trans-
parency, collaboration, and customer
service excellence within our organization.
“In the spirit of public service, I look
forward to collaborating with our
dedicated team and community stake-
holders to continue to build a County
government that is responsive, account-
able, and committed to making a
positive impact in the lives of our residents.”
During his tenure at the County,
Villanueva implemented a number of ini-
tiatives. Most recently, he led the County’s
new Leadership Development Academy
program, designed to enhance leader-
ship skills, learn global trends impacting
leadership and sustain positive changes
in the organization. He also implemented
his Agency’s departments in the County’s
Organizational Culture Change Initiative
and managed the formation of the Climate
Emergency Mobilization Task Force.
Villanueva is a longtime member and the
current Chair of the Board of Trustees for
Plumas Lake School District. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in business adminis-
tration from California State University,
Sacramento, and recently completed
the Harvard Kennedy School Executive
Education program for Senior Executives
in State and Local Government. *

Assist the Coroner in ID'ing
Unidentified Man

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
County Coroner’s Office is
seeking the public’s assis-
tance in identifying an
unidentified man.

On June 25, 2022,
the decedent was found
deceased in the bath-
room at River Bend Park,
located at 2300 Rod
Beaudry Drive in the city
of Rancho Cordova. The
decedent was not known to
the Rangers on scene. The
cause of death was due to
natural causes.

The decedent’s age is
estimated to be 45-60 years
of age. He appears to be
Hispanic. His height and
weight are 198 pounds
and 67 inches tall. He
has brown eyes. He has
short dark brown hair: it
appears wavy/curly and
is peppered (gray). There
are no identifying marks,
scars, or tattoos on the
body. The decedent was
likely unhoused.

The decedent was
using the name Marvin
Williams Sanchez-Lopez
and Hector Guzman with
various dates of birth
associated with both
names. His birthplace
is listed as Mexico and
Texas. The Sacramento
County Coroner has been
unable to determine his
true identity.

If you have any
information as to the
identity of this per-
son, please contact the
Sacramento County
Coroner’s Office at 916-
874-9320, or via email
at DeputyCoroner@sac-
county.gov. *

SACRAMENTO OUNTY
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A sketch of the unidentified man. Image courtesy of
Sacramento County Coroner’s Office

Sacramento County

Coroner’s Office
916-874-9320
DeputyCoroner@saccounty.gov



DECEMBER 8, 2023 Arden Arcade News 7

YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE

Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 916.429.9901 ‘
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Award-Winning Design/Build Firm +HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP * GUTTER CLEANING Free Estimates
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BAXTER TILE
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42 Years Experience * FREE Estimates

916-213-4669

License #668100
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Quality work the first time, guaranteed!
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Creating Families
Through Adoption

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - It took a little effort,
but 4-year-old Elias signed
his own name on his adop-
tion papers. During the
short and cheerful pro-
ceeding, the judge defined
adoption as a choice to be
a family, a lifelong agree-
ment to treat them as your
own natural-born child.
Finding the adoption to
be in Elias’ best interest,
the court declared him and
his grandmother, Kimberly
McCloskey, as a parent
and child under the law.
“Today is a great day,”
McCloskey said.

Adoption Day

Court is not usually a
place for young children,
let alone a courthouse full
of them. But on Saturday,
November 4, 29 families
finalized the adoptions of
34 children at the William
R. Ridgeway Family
Relation Courthouse.
Volunteers—including
nonprofits and govern-
ment agencies, judges and
court staff — made the day
fun, colorful and memora-
ble for children and their
new official families with
balloons, sweets, toys and
books, a police car and
firetruck.

Family, foster care
and adoption

The adoption process
started for McCloskey a
year ago when her daugh-
ter wasn’t able to care for
Elias and he ended up in fos-
ter care. Wanting to provide
a stable home and keep him
with their family, she stepped
up and asked to adopt her
grandson, who she describes
as smart and loving.

“ALL CHILDREN
DESERVE TO
HAVE A FAMILY
AND STRONG

i J = CONNECTIONS
A FOR LIFE.”

Kimberly McCloskey and Elias. Photo courtesy of Sacramento

County

Kimberly
McCloskey and Elias

“I just wanted him to stay
in the family, I wasn’t sure if
[his foster family] was going
to allow for me to continue
to see him, and I didn’t want
him out of my life,” she says.
“I came forward and said
that I wanted to adopt him.”

While McCloskey admits
that it can be tough deal-
ing with and advocating for
yourself in the court sys-
tem, she did get support
from social workers who
helped guide her through
the process, which included
becoming a certified fos-
ter parent, home interviews,
fingerprinting and foster par-
enting classes.

“The goal of perma-
nency is to provide a child
the opportunity to develop
secure attachments which
can promote more positive
educational and social out-
comes, and promote a child’s
optimal physical and emo-
tional growth and health
overall,” says Melissa Lloyd,
Sacramento County’s Deputy
Director of Child Protective
Services. “All children
deserve to have a family and
strong connections for life.”

Supporting children
and families
While National Adoption
Day is officially November
18, Sacramento County cel-
ebrated Adoption Day early
so new families can enjoy

their first official November
holidays together. Several
community organizations
also took part to make the
day special, including:

Sacramento Fire
Department; Sacramento
County Library; Sacramento
Sheriff Department Youth
Services; Department of
Child and Family Adult
Services; Court Appointed
Special Advocates of
Sacramento; Wayfinders
Family Services; Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority

“Adoption Day brings
national attention to the sig-
nificant number of children
and youth who remain in
foster care awaiting their
forever home,” Sacramento
Superior Court’s Juvenile
Court Presiding Judge Dena
Coggins said in a statement.
“Our last National Adoption
Day event occurred in 2019
and was extremely success-
ful. We are excited to bring
this wonderful event back
to Sacramento County.”

For more informa-
tion on foster care and
adoption in Sacramento
County, contact the
Department of Child,
Family and Adult Services
at dcfas.saccounty.gov
or call 916-875-5543 for
information on becom-
ing a resource family.
For more information on
National Adoption Day,
visit https://www.national-
adoptionday.org/. *

Are You

of their spouse.

Single Again?

SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to
helping people put their lives back together
again after divorce, separation or the loss

Finding yourself single after years of being
in a relationship can add a different kind
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many
sources to help you put all the pieces together so
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When
you first visit the website, be sure to make us
one of your favorites. We publish many articles
to help you along your new journey.

¢ Health

¢ Travel

* Dating & Relationships
* Counseling & Advice
* Money & Finances

* Fashion & Beauty
* Consumer News
* Food & Recipes

* Lifestyle
* Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,
get back out there and have
some fun!

SingleAgain.com

SacRT Unveils 2023 Holiday Bus

The 2023 Holiday Bus commemorating 50 years of SacRT service. Photo courtesy of SacRT

SacRT News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
It is a festive milestone as
the Sacramento Regional
Transit District (SacRT) 1,
proudly unveils the 2023
Holiday Bus. The 40-foot
holiday-themed bus cel-
ebrates SacRT’s 50 years
of service and is aimed

€rs

2023,

each day.
Adding

to bring the spirit of the
holiday season to rid-
throughout
Sacramento region.

From Friday, December
to Tuesday,
January 2,
SacRT Holiday Bus will
traverse a different route

excitement, the SacRT
Holiday Bus will be fea-
tured in the Santa Parade
in downtown Sacramento
on Saturday, December 9.
To plan your holiday
ride and catch a glimpse of
the SacRT Holiday Bus in
action, visit sacrt.com/hol-
idaybus for the complete
schedule. *

the
2024,
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SacCounty Regional Parks
Launches New Mobile App

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Visitors
to Sacramento County’s Regional Parks
now have a new way to explore County
parks and access information about our
parks and trails, right from their mobile
devices. Using the Outerspatial plat-
form, Regional Parks’ new mobile
application is free and available for
iPhone and Android users.

Visitors can use the app to:

Plan a visit to a park and make the
most of their visit once there; Navigate
through our parks; Discover new
places; Locate parking, restrooms, pic-
nic areas and other park amenities;
Access information about ecologi-
cal, geological and historical points of
interest; Receive notifications about
hazards, closures and other timely infor-
mation; Follow outings selected by
Regional Parks staff; Share experiences

NATURE
CULTURE &
CRAFT FAIR

RAIN or SHINE!!

Dec 9th - 10am - S5Spm

and photos and connect with others who
love the outdoors (our parks)

“We are fortunate to have such a vast
Regional Parks system, but we understand
that having so many recreational and open
space options can be a lot to explore,” said
Liz Bellas, Director of Regional Parks.
“From the Dry Creek Parkway to the
American River Parkway and down into
the Delta, this app is a new and innovative
way for us to help park visitors explore
and connect with our parks and other park
visitors.”

In addition to all of the great features
listed above, visitors will also have the
ability to compete periodic challenges,
designed by park staff, with the opportu-
nity to win prizes!

To learn more about the app, visit the
Regional Parks website. The app is avail-
able for free in the Apple App Store
and the Google Play Store (for Android
devices). *

Serna Village
5836 Dudley Bivd, McClellan, CA
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HANDMADE CRAFTS / CRAFTS BY NATIVE
ARTISANS - YOUTH ACTIVITIES
NATIVE DRUM & BLESSING

FREE EVENT- OPEN TO ALL! .
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HR | Payrall | Benefits

PAYROLL and

HR Support
~$299 amonth

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

PINN/A\ CLE

EMPLOYEE SERVICES

We specialize in small and
mid-sized businesses. Offering
comprehensive and intuitive
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT

916-760-7227




