
Los Rios College 
News Release

 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Sacramento City College 
(SCC) will be renaming the 
college’s library in honor of 
renowned author Joan Didion. 
The building will now be 
known as the Joan Didion 
Learning Resource Center, 
in recognition of a generous 
$500,000 gift from Didion 
family and the Sacramento 
Historical Society (SHS). The 
decision was approved by the 
Los Rios Community College 
Board of Trustees at their 
October 18, 2023 meeting.

“What a great honor it is to 
name our college’s Learning 
Resource Center after Joan 
Didion,” says Sacramento 
City College President Albert 
Garcia. “We’re proud that she 
started her college career here. 
Her status as an author of inter-
national renown, as a creative 
and incisive thinker, makes her 
a wonderful inspiration for our 
college community.”

Born in Sacramento in 1934, 
Didion attended Sacramento 
City College briefly in the 
1950s. The gift from her 
family and SHS will sup-
port writing scholarships for 
students as well as faculty 
research programs that align 
with the late author’s intellec-
tual interests.

“Attending SCC was 
important to Joan, and we 
believe she would have been 
thrilled to support the schol-
arship for promising young 
writers who may not otherwise 
have the opportunity to be rec-
ognized,” says Kelley Didion 
Peters, Didion’s niece. Peters 
has been handling Didion’s 
estate with her siblings, Steve 
Didion and Lori Didion Hunt.

It is the family’s hope, 
Peters says, that the Joan 
Didion Learning Resource 
Center and the programs being 
funded by the gift will serve as 
a “living legacy” to her aunt 
that will benefit many future 
generations of students to 
come.

“On behalf of my siblings, I 
wish to thank the Sacramento 
Historical Society for not only 
facilitating this gift to the writ-
ing scholarship, but having the 
vision to bring other promis-
ing programs to students at 
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LAKE TAHOE, CA / NV (MPG) -  
On Saturday, October 14, at 
9:00 pm, history was made 
when SWAT Team Member 
Nick Range of the Elk Grove 
Police Department and 
SWAT Team Member Tyler 
Curtis of the Sacramento 
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t 
embarked on the daunting 

journey of "The 72 Mile 
Tahoe Midnight Express." 
Beginning from the Valet 
Parking area of the Hard 
Rock Hotel and culminating 
at Lakeside Beach, the event 
tested the duo's self-disci-
pline and mental fortitude.

This legendary race has 
been heralded in books and 
magazines as one of the 
top 25 most challenging, 
yet stunningly picturesque 

ultra marathons in the U.S. 
Notably, the course poses a 
unique challenge, taking run-
ners 6,200 feet above sea 
level and guiding them over 
undulating hills that fluctuate 
by hundreds of feet within 
short distances.

Before the 2023 race, only 
14 racers had completed 
this formidable race in the 
past four years. SWAT Team 
Members Range and Curtis 

now join this elite group. 
They are the first and only 
representatives from both the 
Elk Grove and Sacramento 
Police Departments to ever 
sign up, take on, and trium-
phantly finish the race.

Their remarkable achieve-
ment serves as a testament to 
their dedication, resilience, 
and passion for pushing the 
boundaries of human endur-
ance. � H

Conquering the ‘Midnight Express’
Police Officers Range and Curtis Take on Ultra Marathon

EG Police SWAT member Nicholas Range (left) and Sac Police SWAT member Tyler Curtis (right). Photo Courtesy of Warriorz 
Fitness

Staff Correspondent

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Music, fine food and 
one of Sacramento’s big-
gest fireworks displays are a 
build up to Veterans Day at 
the Aerospace Museum of 
California. The McClellan 
Park facility will host a 

USO-style gala on Friday, 
November 3.

Its “Salute to Service” fund-
raiser supports the museum 
with a 1940s theme. Central 
to décor, flyable WW II air-
craft – a P-38 Lighting, a Navy 
Corsair and a Ryan ST-A – will 
be eye-popping backdrops for 
dancing and photo-ops.

Entertainment includes a 
tribute show celebrating Harry 
James, a superstar trumpeter 
whose big band hits contrib-
uted to Allied morale during 
WWII.

American River College 
Professor and trumpet vir-
t u o s o  To n y  M a r v e l l i 
will  take center stage. 

Carmichael-based singer 
Susan Skinner will contrib-
ute vocals made famous 
by beloved 1940s chan-
teuse, Helen Forrest. Pianist 
Joe Gilman, bassist Shelley 
Denny and drummer Tim 
Metz complete the quintet 
known as Hey Day.

Gala Salutes Vets Day  
at Aerospace Museum

A retrospective on the music of Harry James will feature Tony Marvelli on trumpet and Susan Skinner on vocals. The show is 
part of a 1940s-style Salute to Service at the Aerospace Museum of California. Photo courtesy of Susan Maxwell Skinner
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Make the rest of your life the best of your life!

Are You  
Single Again?
SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to 
helping people put their lives back together 
again after divorce, separation or the loss  
of their spouse.

Finding yourself single after years of being  
in a relationship can add a different kind  
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many 
sources to help you put all the pieces together so 
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When 
you first visit the website, be sure to make us 
one of your favorites. We publish many articles 
to help you along your new journey.

• Dating & Relationships
• Counseling & Advice
• Money & Finances
• Health
• Fashion & Beauty
• Consumer News
• Food & Recipes
• Travel
• Lifestyle
• Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,  
get back out there and have 
some fun!

                                              SingleAgain.com  

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

California Automobile 
Museum News 
Release

SACRAMENTO, CC (MPG) - 
Plans for the California 
Automobile Museum and 
Hagerty’s “An Evening 
with Wayne Carini” event 
on November 10th are well 
underway! 

Guests can enjoy gour-
met food & beverages 
alongside Wayne fol-
lowed by a presentation 
along with live and silent 
auctions. Those wanting 
something a little more 
exclusive can secure one of 
our limited VIP tickets and 
get more of a one-on-one 
experience with Wayne 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Our list of sponsors also 
continues to grow and so 

far includes Comstock’s 
Magazine, Batteries Plus, 
& Rudy’s  Hideaway 
Lobsterhouse. Drinks at 
the event will be provided 
by Deep Eddy Vodka, 
Heaven Hill Brands, and 
St. Jorge Winery.

The star of our upcom-
ing event is perhaps most 
widely recognized as the 
host of the television show 
“Chasing Classic Cars,” 
which follows Carini as 
he travels across the coun-
try in search of rare and 
valuable automobiles to 
buy, sell, and restore. His 
carefully curated automo-
tive collection includes 
a diverse range of vehi-
cles, from iconic American 
muscle cars to elegant 
European sports cars.

Tickets are on sale 

‘An Evening with Wayne Carini’

NOW and start at $95 for 
Museum members and 
$125 for non-members. 
Those wishing to become 
members can do so for as 
little as $25.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Automobi le  Museum 
is located at 2200 Front 
Street in Sacramento, CA. 
Our hours of operation 

are 10am to 5pm with 
last admission at 4pm and 
closed on Tuesdays. The 
cost of admission is $12 
for adults, $10 for vin-
tage (65 & over), $10 for 
military & students, $6 for 
youth (6-17), and free for 
children (5 & under).

The mission of the 
California Automobile 

Museum is to preserve, 
exhibit and teach the story 
of the automobile and its 
influence on our lives. 

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Automobile Museum is gov-
erned by the California 
Vehicle Foundation, an 
IRS designated, tax exempt 
501 (c)3 non-profit cor-
poration, Federal Tax ID 

#94-2902791.  All contri-
butions to the Museum are 
tax deductible to the fullest 
extent allowable.

Website: www.calauto-
museum.org

Facebook: www.face-
book.com/CalAutoMuseum

I n s t a g r a m :  w w w.
instagram.com/calauto-
museum � H

Hey Day offers a retrospec-
tive on James’ larger-than-life 
career: the one-time circus 
musician discovered Frank 
Sinatra, Buddy Rich and 
Doris Day. He married Betty 
Grable and indulged a leg-
endary Hollywood lifestyle. 
“With his music, we revisit a 
special time in American his-
tory,” says museum director/
curator Tom Jones. “During 
tumultuous times, Harry James 
made America dance, sing and 
believe in love.”

The museum’s massive han-
gar will house the celebration. 
Vintage dress is encouraged; 
Rosie the Riveter lookalikes 
will serve cocktails.

Following a site tour, 
guests will dine, dance and be 
treated to a massive fireworks 
display. One of the largest 

pyrotechnic specialists in 
the world, Pyro Spectaculars 
company annually provides 
this blowout to honor veter-
ans and support the museum. 
Anyone may view this spec-
tacle from Freedom Park, 
McClellan.

Gala cost is $150 per per-
son; $275 per couple. Table 
sponsorships are also avail-
able. Admission includes 
dinner, dancing, wine, beer and 
signature cocktails and fire-
works. The Aerospace Museum 
of California is located at 
3200 Freedom Park Drive, 
McClellan. For information 
and ticket purchases visit www.
aerospaceca.org

Sponsors include: Safe 
Credit Union, McClellan Park, 
Aerojet Rocketdyne, Boeing, 
SMUD and Lockheed Martin. 
� H

Gala Salutes Vets Day at Aerospace Museum
Continued from Page 1

A WW II P-38 Lighting is among iconic aircraft adding to a USO-style Salute to Service event at the Aerospace Museum. Photo 
courtesy Aerospace Museum of California.
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By Thomas J. Sullivan

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- All Aboard the 45th 
Annual International 
Railfair (IRF), com-
ing to Cal Expo, 1600 
Expos i t ion  Blvd  in 
Sacramento, on Veteran’s 
Day weekend, Saturday, 
N o v e m b e r  11  a n d 
Sunday, November 12. 
It’s the first time IRF 
has been in Sacramento 
County since its earli-
est when it was held at 
Sacramento City College.

T h e  a n n u a l 
International Railfair 
show is run by mem-
bers of the Sacramento 
Modular Railroaders, 
the Sacramento chap-
ter of the European Train 
Enthusiasts, Roseville 
R o u n d h o u s e  M o d e l 
Railroad Association, and 
the Sierra Division of the 
Pacific Coast Region 
of the National Model 
Railroad Association 
(NMRA) ,  sa id  IRF 
s p o k e s p e r s o n  To m 
Campbell.

“We display operat-
ing model railroads to the 
public at the International 
Rail Fair and educate the 
public about model rail-
roading, railroad history, 
and prototypical railroad 
operations,” Campbell 
said.

This year, IRF guests 
will be able to enjoy 
more than 28,000 square-
feet of model railroad 
fun, explore over 100 
vendor tables, and swap 
goods at a TrainMart 
consignment store as 
they see over 12 operat-
ing model train layouts 
in action ranging from Z 
to G.

All Aboard the 45th 
International Railfair

“The two-day show 
is called ‘International 
R a i l f a i r ’  b e c a u s e 
one of  our  sponsor 
clubs, European Train 
Enthusiasts, specializes 
in building and operating 
European model rail-
roads,” Campbell said.

A children’s layout 
returns this year where 
children can run a scale 
model locomotive and 
earn a Junior Engineer 
badge.

The popular “Square 
Foot Challenge” also 
returns this year – with a 
holiday theme. Attendees 
are invited to vote for 
their favorite holiday 
diorama with the highest 
number of votes named 
a People’s Choice win-
ner. The winning diorama 
builder will receive a 
custom trophy based on 
a machinist’s square and 
a $50 gift card to RC 
Country Hobbies.

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l 
model railroad layouts 
which are seen at the 
International Railfair 
are modular railroads. A 

typical modular layout 
consists of transportable 
individual modules which 
are clamped together to 
create a single model 
railroad, Campbell said.

Modules  are  typi-
cally lightweight, and are 
about 30” wide and four 
feet long, and packed 
with a lot of scenic detail. 
Legs fold out from under-
neath the module and the 
required electrical wiring 
drops down at both ends 
of the module.

General admission, 
ages 13 and up, good 
for both days, is $12. 
Admission on Sunday, 
November 12 is reduced 
to $10 per person. Youth 
admission for ages 13-17 
is $5. Children ages 12 
and under are free both 
days. Active and retired 
military members receive 
a $2 discount on event 
admission at the gate.

For more information 
email Tom Campbell at 
tom.c.irf@gmail.com. To 
purchase advance tickets, 
visit www.international-
raifair.com. � H

A BNSF engine model on a track. Photo courtesy of IRF

Be a part of something important
Help bring the local news to Your Neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 
Previous newspaper delivery 
experience a plus but not required.
*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

We are looking for 
families who want 
to deliver the local 
newspaper in your 
neighborhoods.

Provide great customer 
service to our readers 
every Thursday/Friday.

Make money as a family 
effort by working together 
to get the job done.
Earn money to pay those  
growing monthly bills.

Call 916-773-1111

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - On 
October 30, 2023, Sacramento County joins 
other California counties and transitions 
to a new public assistance benefits system, 
California Statewide Automated Welfare 
System (CalSAWS).

CalSAWS replaces the existing welfare eli-
gibility system CalWIN. With this change, 
MyBenefits CalWIN (myBCW) customer 
web portal will be replaced with a new and 
improved online portal,  BenefitsCal  that 
provides one unified experience for all 
Californians. BenefitsCal will make it easier 
than ever to apply for benefits online, upload 
documents, report changes, renew benefits, 
view case details, sign up for alerts, and more.

Now customers can apply for a variety of 
benefits on the same website:

Cash assistance, Food benefits, Health Care
To align with the adoption of the new tech-

nology, the Sacramento County Department 
of Human Assistance will replace the current 

phone numbers for customers with a toll-free 
1-800 number. Effective Monday, October 30, 
2023 the current phone numbers (916) 874-
3100 and (209) 744-0499 will be replaced by 
the new 1-800-560-0976 number.

To accommodate the transition, all cus-
tomer service centers and phone lines will be 
closed on Friday, October 27. Customers may 
continue to use MyBCW until October 26, 
5 pm. The new portal BenefitsCal becomes 
available on Monday, October 30 at 6 am. 
Households interested in applying for pub-
lic assistance benefits during the downtime 
period can:

Visit www.GetCalFresh.org for CalFresh 
benefits; Visit www.coveredca.com for Medi-
Cal benefits

Customers who may have started an appli-
cation in the old system should plan to finish 
by Thursday, October 26, or will need to begin 
a new application after creating an account 
in BenefitsCal starting Monday, October 30, 
2023. Thank you for your patience as we tran-
sition to the new systems. � H

Sacramento County Transitions 
to New Benefits System

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, 
CA (MPG) - The County 
Clerk/Recorder’s (CCR) 
office is consolidating 
and relocating two of 
its three offices by early 
2024. CCR will be con-
solidating the downtown 
office (600 8th Street, 
Sacramento) and the East 
Area Service Center loca-
tion (5229 Hazel Avenue, 
Fair Oaks) and taking 
over a 26,952 square 
foot central office located 
at  3636 American River 
Drive  in the unincorpo-
rated part of the County.

“We are excited for 
this change!” said Donna 

A l l r e d ,  S a c r a m e n t o 
County Clerk/Recorder. 
“This new location will 
provide a more stream-
lined customer experience 
in an updated and more 
spacious facility.”

The first move will 
come with the closure 
of the eastern location in 
mid-November. Due to 
deliveries and installa-
tions needed at the new 
American River Drive 
location, an exact date 
has not been confirmed 
yet for when the East 
location will close. An 
updated SacCounty News 
story will be posted when 
that information becomes 
available.

CCR con t inuous ly 

analyzes their structure, 
efficiencies, public ser-
vice levels and office 
configurations for their 
programs,  s taff  and 
public. Advancing tech-
nology has  changed 
business needs, with 
more  s e rv i ce s  now 
offered electronically. 
CCR determined that 
a consolidation of two 
locations into one singu-
lar and more centralized 
location is more efficient 
for operations.

To learn more about the 
consolidation and relo-
cation, visit the County 
Clerk/Recorder’swebsite. 
For questions or con-
cerns, contact CCR at 
(916) 874-6334. � H

County Clerk/Recorder to Consolidate 
and Relocate to New Office

The new central office is located at 3636 American River Drive in the unincorporated part of the 
County near Watt Ave and Hwy 50. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

Sacramento Historical Society Gifts $500k 
to Sacramento City College

Continued from Page 1
Sacramento City College,” 
Peters says. “We also thank 
Sac City for its decision to 
rename the learning center 
to further her legacy as a for-
mer student and Sacramento 
native.”

Didion passed away in 
December 2021 at the age of 
87. In 2022, the SHS launched 
an effort to honor her life 
and legacy, which included 
the establishment of the 
Joan Didion Scholarship for 
Writers at SCC in July 2022 
with a gift of $40,000. 

When members of the 
Didion family became aware 
of these efforts, they decided 
to commit their own fund-
ing via an auction of Joan 
Didion’s personal effects that 
took place in November 2022. 

The Didion family generously 
made a major gift to SHS with 
the request that a specific por-
tion of the gift be directed to 
Sacramento City College to 
support the writing scholar-
ship as well as other programs 
consistent with Joan Didion’s 
legacy. 

“We are grateful for the 
partnership with Sacramento 
City College and elated to 
see the Joan Didion Learning 
Resource Center come to fru-
ition,” says SHS President 
Walt White. “Sacramento was 
Joan’s childhood home and 
where she spent her forma-
tive years.It is so important 
that we recognize this woman, 
whose literary contributions 
have elevated the perspectives 
of all of those who have been 
exposed to her work.”

SHS pledged $460,000 
to augment their exist-
ing funding for a total gift 
of $500,000 that will cre-
ate the Endowment to Honor 
the Legacy of Joan Didion 
at Sacramento City College. 
SHS and SCC will also part-
ner on academic programs 
and events that honor Joan 
Didion in the years to come. 

In her lifetime, Didion 
received national and inter-
na t iona l  acc la im and 
numerous honors for her 
accomplishments as an essay-
ist, journalist, and author of 
incomparable fiction. She 
was elected to the American 
Academy of Arts  and 
Letters in 1981 and won the 
National Book Award for her 
book “The Year of Magical 
Thinking.” � H

FREE DINNER FOR ALL VETERANS

THANK YOU
to all who have served!

SPONSORED BY
PLEASANT HILL CHRISTIAN PRAISE CENTER

PRESIDING ELDER DAVID C. JAMES JR., PASTOR 
3612 16TH AVENUE, SACRAMENTO, CA (916) 402-3525

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2023
11:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

IN CORROBORATION WITH SERGEANT MAJOR NICOLLE JAMES MATTHEWS, U.S. ARMY & 
CAPTAIN JAMES MATTHEWS, DCF&EMS

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
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Who Are You When 
No One is Listening?

After 30 years serving as a 
hospital and military chaplain, 
I returned to the pastorate last 
year where I’m rediscovering 
the things I missed. 

I can honestly say I missed 
preaching, potlucks and 
the playful fun I share with 
parishioners. (See how well 
a pastor can force alliteration 
into his/her points.)

But I must say, I don’t miss 
the pressure clergy feel to 
recruit new parishioners. I was 
never much good at that.

However, in the Air Force 
I had ample opportunities to 
“troll for souls” because each 
base chaplain is assigned 
workplaces they must rou-
tinely visit. My assigned areas 
were the hospital and the 
Security Police station. 

One day during a visit to the 
police station, I was warmly 
welcomed by a parishioner 
who worked as the desk ser-
geant.  We sat down together 
inside his cubicle to talk about 
office issues. 

But, a few minutes into our 
conversation, his boss called 
him away for a moment. 

While he was gone, I 
remained in the cubicle, hid-
den away from the officers 
who just then entered the 
squad room.

Assuming they had an 
empty office, they began to 
talk.

Their “talk” quickly turned 
to the graphic nature of their 
dating life. As they told their 
can-you-top-this stories, one 
officer claimed his leading 
role as a “ladies man.”

Each of his stories centered 
on his prowess with several 
women inside his large Ford 
Taurus.

But when they saw their 
supervisor reenter the room, 

they retreated to their break 
room. 

“Do you want to have a lit-
tle fun?” I whispered to my 
friend.

He gave me a hesitant nod, 
so I filled him in on the con-
versation I’d overheard. Then 
I asked him to introduce me 
to his fellow officers assem-
bled around the donut box. 
(Apologies for the cliché.)

The sergeant and I entered 
the break room wearing 
matching grins.

Each officer gave me a 
hearty greeting. 

I recognized the distinctive 
voice of the Taurus officer as I 
sensed his unspoken question, 
“How long have you been 
here chaplain?”

That’s when my friend and 
I began our recruitment drive. 
“The chaplain thinks some of 
you might want to join him 
for chapel service.”

Even with the police offi-
cers’ sixth sense, they still 
did not surmise they were in 
the crosshairs of an incoming 
practical joke. Their answers 
focused on their excuses.

“I’m Catholic,” one said.
“My wife’s out of town,” 

said the other.
“I don’t have a car,” said a 

third. 
And with that divinely 

ordained cue, it was “Bombs 
away.”

“Well, I understand that one 
of you has a nice big car you 
can use for church carpool.”

They exchanged puzzled 
looks, but the eyes of the sto-
ried officer widened in fear. 
He knew we had him in “tar-
get lock.”

“Yeah, I was sitting behind 
your supervisor’s cubicle 
when you all walked into the 
office. 

“You couldn’t see me, but 
I could sure hear you. Which 
one of you has that Ford 
Taurus?”

Suddenly, my “smart 
(aleck) bomb” found its tar-
get in the one telling the car 
stories and he doubled over in 
excruciating embarrassment, 
retreating into his cubicle. 
From the noises he was mak-
ing, I wondered if he was 
about to lose every donut he’d 
consumed on shift.

Pointing to the donut box, 
I said, “You know, I think it 
might have been Jesus who 
mentioned that it’s not the 
things that go into a man’s 
mouth that defile a man, but 
it’s what comes out of the 
mouth that really messes him 
up.” (Matthew 15:11 The 
Norris Paraphrase)

For a moment, the officer 
fancied himself the envied 
Casanova – but in the next 
moments, the exposure of his 
words melted him into shame.

In an effort to recruit 
friends, this officer had tried to 
be a different person to every-
one he met. On his patrol beat, 
the officer was the protector 
for his community but to his 
friends he was the conqueror. 
And to his chaplain, he was a 
shy boy ashamed of what he’d 
said.

Recruiting friends and fol-
lowers at the expense of 
who you are can get awfully 
expensive to one’s integrity. 
My guess is that it’s much eas-
ier to just be the same person 
to everyone we meet – which 
makes it much less likely 
we’ll forget who we are.

My pastor gig starts at 
10:30 on Sunday. Will any of 
you be joining us?

 You can buy my new book 
“Tell It to the Chaplain” on 
my website, Amazon, or 
by sending me $20. Send 
comments to comment@
thechaplain .net .  Leave 
recorded comments at (843) 
608-9715 or write 10556 
Combie Rd Suite 6643 
Auburn, CA 95602. � H

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - In an effort to bet-
ter serve all the residents 
in our diverse region, 
the  Sacramento County 
Department of Regional 
Parks has put out an equity 
survey, and residents are 
encouraged to participate 
to let us know what we 
can do to make their parks 
experience better.

“Sacramento County is 
home to such a wonder-
ful mix of people from all 
different backgrounds,” 
said Liz Bellas, Director 
of Regional Parks. “We 
want to make sure that we 
are creating spaces and ser-
vices in which people from 
all different backgrounds 
and abilities can feel wel-
come and safe.”

The purpose of this 
survey is to help the 
department:

Understand how people 
and communities through-
out Sacramento County 
use, access and experience 
the Sacramento County 
Regional Parks, including 
identifying to the degree 
possible what users want in 
their parks; Identify, reach 
out to and engage people, 
communities and stake-
holder groups throughout 
the County in order to 
hear from diverse voices 
regarding Sacramento 
County’s Regional Parks 
and i ts  management; 
Ensure that our regional 
parks and park events are 
welcoming to people and 
communities of many differ-
ent backgrounds, including 
various races, genders, 
ages, socio-economic status 

and level of ability.
You can help us improve 

your park experience in 
Sacramento County  by 
completing this survey 
today! The Parks Equity 
Survey will  be open 
through the end of the year. 
For those who participate 
in the survey and leave 
their contact information, 
we will be hosting monthly 
drawings for free annual 
passes. Responses with-
out contact information will 
remain anonymous.

This survey is cur-
rently available in English, 
Arabic, Spanish, Russian, 
Vietnamese and Simplified 
Chinese and can be trans-
la ted  in to  addi t iona l 
languages upon request. To 
request additional languages 
or a paper copy of this sur-
vey, email parksinfo@
saccounty.gov. � H

Help us Build a More 
Equitable Parks System

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Thhankank
A Veteran

Today

SAFE Credit Union 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - With fewer than 
1.5 percent of California 
students receiving any 
guaranteed financial 
education in schools, 
SAFE Credit Union is 
stepping in to fill the 
gap with a new pro-
gram that lets teens and 
young people learn first-
hand the sort of financial 
decisions they’ll make 
as adults.

S A F E  r e c e n t l y 
b r o u g h t  i t s  n e w 
Budget  Cents  pro-
gram to California State 
University, Sacramento 
students. The college’s 
Associated Students 
Incorporation (ASI) 
partnered to host the 
event.

“The lack of finan-
cial education can lead 
to young adults mak-
ing mistakes that can 
impact them for years,” 
s ays  SAFE Cred i t 
Union Vice President of 
Community Relations 
and Financial Education 
Rebecca Delmundo. 
“Helping young people 
learn positive spending 
and budgeting practices 
can position them for a 
better future, especially 
when it comes time for 
those major life mile-
stones like buying a 
house, new car, or start-
ing a family.”

“It’s just those sort of 
insights that Sac State 
students could bene-
fit from,” said Sasha 
Margulies, marketing 
coordinator with ASI. 
“I think it’s a wonderful 
opportunity for students 
to come learn how to 
manage their finances, 
what they should be 
doing to prepare for the 
real world while in col-
lege and set themselves 

up for success after they 
graduate.”    

Budget Cents is tar-
geted to teens and 
young adults learning to 
become financially inde-
pendent. The simulation 
provides real-life sce-
narios giving students 
a better idea of finan-
cial decisions they’ll 
make when living on 
their own. Students are 
given a persona that 
includes a job, income, 
family size, and debt 
level. They then visit 
various stations that rep-
resent major expenses, 
including housing, vehi-
cles,  childcare, and 
entertainment.

SAFE representa-
tives help students with 
their budget and provide 
feedback to the students 
at the end of the simula-
tion. The goal is to see 
whether students suc-
cessfully budgeted their 
money while ensuring 
they are not overdrawn 
and have money left for 
savings.

“What surprises stu-
dents the most during 
the simulations with-
out a doubt is how 
much things cost ,” 
SAFE Credit Union 
F inanc ia l  Wel lness 
M a n a g e r   H e c t o r 
Madueno  said. “When 
we built this program, 
we looked at data for 
the Greater Sacramento 
area. So, when they 
are running through 
it, they’re going to see 
actual housing costs, the 
actual costs of food or 
dining out.”

SAFE es tabl i shed 
this program to foster 
financial literacy and 
education in the Greater 
Sacramento region. “We 
believe that provid-
ing individuals with the 
knowledge and skills to 
make informed financial 

SAFE Hosts Interactive Financial 
Literacy Workshop at Sac State

SAFE Credit Union Community Relations team at CSUS Budget Cents event. Photo courtesy of 
SAFE Credit Union

Kids Helping Kids 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Kids Helping Kids 
Sacramento fights pedi-
atric cancer by hosting 
its Tenth-Annual Benefit 
Gala at The Harris Center 
on Saturday, January 
20th. At previous galas 
hosted by Kids Helping 
Kids,  they have had 
amazing performances by 
Grammy-nominated band 
Switchfoot, singer-song-
writer Andy Grammar, 
successful touring art-
is t  Ben Rector,  and 
many more. Along with 
the benefit concert, the 
gala includes silent auc-
tion bidding on fantastic 
baskets and experiences 
you won’t  f ind any-
where else.  Proceeds 
raised by this event will 
go towards improving 
conditions for children 
battling pediatric can-
cer, and helping out with 

any financial burdens 
that may appear during a 
child’s treatment.

Kids Helping Kids is 
an entirely student-run, 
non-prof i t  o rgan iza-
tion made up of juniors 
and seniors from Del 
Campo High School.  
In 2016, Kids Helping 
Kids was recognized 
as the number-one stu-
dent run non-profit in the 
United States, and as of 
this year, they have just 
been recognized as the 
number-one student run 
non-profit in the world 
according to the Students 
for the Advancement of 
Global Entrepreneurship 
(SAGE) competition ear-
lier this year. They put 
on their Signature Gala, 
along with several other 
events, to raise money 
for the populations they 
serve. Since 2012, Kids 
Helping Kids has raised 
over $1.4 million to give 
back to the underserved 

both locally and globally. 
They support children 
battling pediatric cancer 
and their families by pro-
viding financial resources 
during their  medical 
treatment. Kids Helping 
Kids aids families in pay-
ing for expenses which 
are directly caused by 
the massive cost of treat-
ment for their child. Each 
year, they raise $50,000 
to help 100 families bat-
tling pediatric cancer, 
and this year they hope 
to generate even more so 
they can reach even more 
children.

More information to 
come soon about who our 
headline artist will be and 
what kind of unique bas-
kets and experiences will 
be offered, which their 
team is currently striving 
to secure. 

For more information 
on Kids Helping Kids, go 
to www.kidshelpingkids-
sac.org.� H

Tenth Annual Gala for Kids 
Helping Kids Sacramento

SAFE Credit Union Financial 
Wellness Manager Hector 
Madueno

decisions is essential 
for achieving financial 
security and prosperity,” 
Madueno said.

The event attracted 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m 
diverse backgrounds 
wi th  the  un ivers i -
ty’s ASI program. ASI 
offers services such as 
a food pantry, child-
care services, a safe ride 
program and no-cost 
education events such 
as Budget Cents. Many 
at tendees expressed 
their appreciation for 
the insights they gained 
during the event.

“The information to 
pay extra on the amount 
due to your credit card 
was very helpful,” said 
Sacramento State stu-
dent Lorena Rodriguez. 
“I did not know that 
before.”

Budget Cents pro-
grams  a re  f ree  to 
schools and other partic-
ipants. Those interested 
in booking a  Budget 
Cents  workshop can 
email  financialwell-
ness@safecu.org  for 
more information.

For more information 
about the Budget Cents 
event or for video from 
the event, contact medi-
ainquiry@safecu.org �H
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California Museum 
to Host 

Free “Lowrider 
Block Party” on 

Sun., Oct. 29
Free car show, live 

music, food trucks and 
more, plus the open-
ing of the “Boulevard 
Dreams California” 
exhibit, on view for a 
reduced $5 admission

Sacramento, Calif., 
— Oct. 18, 2023: The 
California Museum will 
host a day of free festiv-
ities on Sun., Oct. 29, 
2023 from 12:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. commem-
orating the opening of 
“Boulevard Dreams 
California,” a ground-
breaking temporary 
exhibition celebrating 
the rich history, artistry, 
and profound impact 
of lowrider culture in 
California. Featuring 
a lowrider car show, 
live music, food trucks, 
pop-up shops and kids’ 
activities, the event 
will also offer partici-
pants the opportunity 
to the view the exhibit 
on its opening day for a 
reduced $5 admission. 
Festivities are presented 
in partnership with the 
Sacramento Lowrider 
Commission and Sol 
Collective.

Media are invited to 
cover the event on Sun., 
Oct. 29, 2023 from 12:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m., or 
from 11:00 a.m. by spe-
cial request.

WHO:            California 
Museum

WHAT:          “Lowrider 
Block Party”

·   Car show featuring 
over 100 lowriders from 
across the state (pre-reg-
istered vehicles only)

·   2:00 p.m. – 4:00 
p.m.: Lowrider oldies 
by the Sugar High band 
with special musical 
guests from the Midnight 
Players

·   Kids’ activities 
including paper low-
riders and Día de los 
Muertos crafts

·   Pop-up shops from 
local small businesses

·   Free limited-edi-
tion posters from Sol 
C o l l e c t i v e ’s  b i c y -
cle-powered screenprint 
press while supplies last

·   Food trucks
·   Reduced $5 admis-

sion to the Museum, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n e w 
“Boulevard  Dreams 
California” exhibit

·   Free street parking
WHERE:        11th 

Street between O and Q 
Streets (car show & food 
trucks); 1020 O Street 
(exhibit & courtyard 
activities)   

WHEN:         Sun., Oct. 
29, 2023, from 12:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

VISUALS:      
Downloadable press kit 
and images available 
at californiamuseum.
org/about/press-room/
media-kits/temporary/
boulevard-dreams-cali-
fornia/

NOTES:         Due to 
limited cabling oppor-
tunit ies through the 
Museum’s front doors, 
wireless backpack units 
are strongly recom-
mended for live feeds.

By special request 
only, media may tour 
the exhibit beginning at 

11:00 a.m.
Attending media must 

R.S.V.P. no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Fri., Oct. 
27, 2023 to (916) 653-
0399  or  ameeker@
californiamuseum.org.

CONTACT:     Amanda 
M e e k e r,  C a l i f o r n i a 
M u s e u m  E x e c u t i v e 
Director

(916) 653-0399 or 
ameeker@californiamu-
seum.org.

On v iew October 
29, 2023 through April 
14, 2024, “Boulevard 
Dreams California” cel-
ebrates the rich history, 
artistry, and profound 
impact of lowrider cul-
tu re  in  Ca l i fo rn ia , 
offering a comprehen-
sive view of the cultural, 
social, and artistic signif-
icance of the lowriding 
tradition. Lowrider vehi-
cles, custom artwork, 
photographs, and his-
toric artifacts reveal the 
vibrant world of low-
rider culture and its 
deep-rooted connection 
to the local and statewide 
community.

Part of a dual exhi-
bition curated by the 
Sacramento Lowrider 
Commission and pre-
sented in partnership 
with Sol  Collect ive 
and the  Center  for 
Sacramento History, the 
California Museum dis-
play takes a statewide 
focus, while a compan-
ion at the Sacramento 
History Museum high-
lights local lowrider 
history.

F o r  d o w n l o a d -
a b l e  p r e s s  k i t 
including exhibit and 
event materials, visit 
californiamuseum.
org/about/press-room/
media-kits/temporary/
boulevard-dreams-cali-
fornia/.

Elks Membership 
Special in October

Vi s i t  t h e  E l k s 
Membership Booth at 
GreenHaven  Pocke t 
Farmers Market any

Saturday in October 
and learn about our 
indoor swimming pool 
and

athletic facilities. The 
application fee to join the 
Elks is $1 until

the end of October.  
Normally it is $30.  You 
save $29.

Elk’s Lodge 
October Calendar 

of Events 
Elks 6’s Annual Arts 

& Craft Festival and 
Greenhaven Pocket 
Farmers Market.

Ar t s  &  Cra f t s  on 
Saturday, October 28, 
from 9 A.M. ~ 3 P.M.

Q u a l i t y  c r a f t s  b y 
l oca l  a r t i s t  f r om 9 
A.M. ~ 3 P.M. Vendors 
both indoors and out-
doors along with our 
G r e e n H a v e n  P o c k e t 
F a r m e r s  M a r k e t 
Ve n d o r s .  F o r  m o r e 
information please go 
to our Elks 6 site and 
click on the Crafts Fair 
f l y e r ,  h t t p s : / / w w w.
elks6.com/events.html

T h e  G re e n h a v e n 
Pocket Farmers Market 
will open at 8 A.M.

F r e e  R a f f l e  a t 
GreenHaven  Pocke t 
Farmers Market every 
Saturday until November 

11th 
Come by Membership 

Booth anf fill out a raffle 
ticket for a chance to win 
a free farmers market 
tote bag filled with fresh 
farmer products and 
other goodies. The win-
ning ticket will be drawn 
at 1 P.M. at the close of 
each market day until 
Saturday,  November 
11th. The winner need 
not be present to win.

Can you stay too long 
at the GreenHaven 
P o c k e t  F a r m e r s 
Market?

Vic Cima, manager of 
the GreenHaven Pocket 
Farmers Market, said, 
“Juan Flores thought he 
had to shop from 8 A.M. 
to 1:30 P.M. at the GHP 
Farmers Market.  His dog 
got so tired that he had to 
take a dog nap!  Juan will 
be back every Saturday.  
We hope his dog also 
comes.”

E l k s  L o d g e 
Halloween Bash

Live music – FBI band
October 28, 2023
6 – 10:30 pm
Pork Tenderloin
Risotto, Vegetable, 

Salad and Dessert
Costumes Optional but 

encouraged.
Prize for best costume!
$40.00 tax included
Advanced  tickets only
Contact the Lodge 

office 916/422-6666 (9 – 
3 Monday – Friday)

Benefits the General 
Fund

Elk’s Lodge Karaoke 
Nov.  2  Thur sday 

7 :00pm & Nov.  4 , 
Saturday 7:30pm

Come Join the fun 
- your friends will be 
there! Talk this event up 
to friends and family.

You don’t need to sing 
to enjoy the evening. 

Project Hope
First in our series of 

our free community 
events

Saturday, October 28, 
2023 10 ~ 11

ELKS LODGE #6
6446 Riverside Blvd.
Call 916-422-6666 for 

more information
Every Sunday
Sunday Breakfast
8:30 - 11
Bring your friends 

and family!
$15 tax included
Best deal in town
M a d e  t o  o r d e r 

Omelets or eggs any 
way you want. Bacon, 
s a u s a g e ,  p o t a t o e s , 
biscuits and gravy, pan-
cakes, waffles, coffee.

Large parties should 
call for reservations. 

G u e s t  a r e  V E RY 
welcome!

The GreenHaven 
Pocket Farmers 
Market will have 

a Halloween 
Costume contest
T h e  G r e e n H a v e n 

Pocket Farmers Market 
will have a Halloween 
Costume contes t  on 
Saturday, October 28, 
at 10:30 A.M.  Prizes 
will be given for the 
best child veggie or 
fruit costume.  A total 
of three winners will 
be chosen.  Each of 
the three winners will 
receive three t ickets 
for a free Elks Sunday 
breakfast.

Canal Holiday 
Lights Community 
Pocket News Event

H i  f r i e n d s  a n d 
neighbors!

C o s t c o  h a s  h a d 
Christmas decor for a 
month, so winter must 
be coming soon! With it 
comes the return of our 
Pocket Canal Holiday 
Lights!

I hope you’ve enjoyed 
this great tradition as 
much as I have. I love

the beautiful show 
as the lights reflect off 
the water, but most of 
all, I enjoy how much 
it gets our community 
out, enjoying it together, 
being with friends, being 
with family.

We need your help to 
keep it going and con-
tinue to grow this great 
community tradition.

Can you make a dona-
tion to support the effort 
this year? Any amount 
helps!

Donations are  tax 
deductible, please donate 
here:

https://giftstoshareinc.
ejoinme.org/donate

(select  “District  7 
Canal Holiday Lights”)

If your business is 
interested in sponsoring, 
please let me know!

And save the dates, 
December 2nd, hang-
ing holiday lights & 
December 3rd, lighting 
ceremony with Santa.

Thanks so much for 
your support!

Yo u r  p a r t n e r  i n 
b u i l d i n g  s t r o n g e r 
communities,

Devin Lavelle
devinlavelle@gmail.

com

Sacramento Area 
Museums Showcase 

Region’s  Farm-
to-Fork Roots All 

Year Long  
SACRAMENTO, 

Ca l i f .  (Augus t  28 , 
2023) – The Greater 
Sacramento region is 
rich with popular muse-
ums and destinations 
that offer diverse and 
enriching experiences 
for individuals, families, 
residents, and visitors 
alike. Given the critically 
important role agricul-
ture continues to play in 
the region, many local 
museums offer special 
exhibits, experiences and 
activations that highlight 
ever-enduring Farm-
to-Fork connections. A 
sampling of some of the 
Farm-to-Fork offerings at 
local museums includes 
the following: 

California 
Agriculture Museum – 
Woodland is home to an 
entire museum focused 
on agriculture, filled 
with a unique collection 
of harvesters, wheel and 
crawler-type tractors, 
combines, trucks, art, 
artifacts, rotating inter-
active exhibits and much 
more. In all, the museum 
tells the history of Farm-
to-Fork, dating back to 
the Gold Rush era and 
how the industry evolved 
from horse drawn to 
steam driven to fuel pow-
ered machines to harvest 
and transport California’s 
bounty.  

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e 
Railroad Museum & 
Foundation – A Fruit 

Growers Express refrig-
erated rail car is on 
p e r m a n e n t  d i s p l a y 
inside the Museum’s 
Roundhouse. Museum 
visitors can explore 
this historic rail car and 
exhibit, “Farm to Fork: 
A Public History,” and 
learn about how refrig-
erated rail cars enabled 
Ca l i fo rn i a  f a rmer s , 
growers, and produc-
ers send farm-to-fork 
freshness all over the 
country. Visitors can 
step inside the historic 
Fruit Growers Express 
rail car to see how the 
ice-cooled rail cars trans-
ported produce and built 
an agricultural system 
that exports more wealth 
than the California Gold 
Rush. Plus, the popular 
weekend excursion train, 
Sacramento Southern 
Railroad – currently on 
pause due to an import-
ant rail repair project 
– runs on the historic 
Walnut Grove Branch 
Line. This rail line trans-
ported pears, asparagus, 
celery, seeds, and other 
products from the Delta 
communities to markets 
nationwide. 

Sacramento 
Children’s Museum 
– Young visitors hun-
gry to learn about fresh 
food have a variety of 
options at the Children’s 
Museum, including at 
the miniature Leo’s 
Market and Leo’s Food 
Court (a miniature mar-
ket  of  food car ts) , 
about bees and honey 
with the in-house bee-
hive, and an interactive 
train table highlighting 
S a c r a m e n t o ’s  a g r i -
cultural landscape in 
miniature, complete with 
mini livestock. Plus, 
the Children’s Museum 
will be at the Farm-to-
Fork Festival (September 
22-23) sharing vegeta-
ble stamp printing with 
visitors.  

SMUD Museum of 
Science & Curiosity – 
MOSAC’s interactive 
exhibits bring the story 
of water to life, demon-
strating how our region 
is  working together 
to conserve this nat-
ural resource for now 
and future generations. 
The “Water Challenge” 
exhibit lets museum vis-
itors actively shape a 
watershed’s flow, cre-
ate a tune for saving 
water at  home, and 
choose between local or 
non-local foods to buy 
based on how everyday 
decisions impact conser-
vation efforts — all while 
learning about the envi-
ronmental footprint along 
the way. 

Utility Exploration 
Center –  The  Ci ty 
of Roseville’s Utility 
E x p l o r a t i o n  C e n t e r 
(UEC) is a testament 
to the region’s commit-
ment to sustainable living 
and resource conserva-
tion. Nestled in the heart 
of a region renowned for 
its Farm-to-Fork move-
ment, the UEC acts as an 
educational hub, encour-
aging  res idents  and 
visitors alike to delve into 
the intricacies of energy 
and water conservation, 
waste reduction, and sus-
tainable practices. By 
fostering an understanding 

of how we use and pre-
serve resources, the UEC 
underscores the impor-
tance of our agricultural 
roots. 

For more information 
about upcoming activities 
offered by Sacramento 
area museums, “like” 
them on Facebook at 
www.Facebook.com/
SacMuseums,  fol low 
them on Instagram and 
Twitter @SacMuseums 
or visit the user-friendly 
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w.
SacMuseums.org.

Friends of Sutter’s 
Fort Announces 

Exciting Line-Up 
of  Special Events 
and Activations 

Happening this Fall 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. 

– Friends of Sutter ’s 
For t ,  in  par tnership 
with Sutter’s Fort State 
Historic Park, is proud to 
present a series of fam-
ily-friendly events and 
activations this fall high-
lighted by holiday themed 
movies, an all-ages con-
cert, and adventurous 
self-guided evening tours 
by flashlight or lantern 
light.    

A schedule of fall activ-
ities presented by Friends 
of Sutter’s Fort includes 
the following:    

Flashlights & Friends 
After Hour Tours – 
Friday, December 1 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

For  those  seeking 
fun and adventure in a 
unique space, Flashlight 
& Friends may be just 
the ticket. The holiday 
themed evening provides 
an opportunity to explore 
Sutter’s Fort Historic Park 
like never before – by 
flashlight or lantern light 
(guests can bring their 
own or purchase them 
on-site). The self-guided 
tour experience is family 
friendly and includes live 
music, games, and treats 
for event attendees. For 
tickets and/or more infor-
mation about Flashttps://
suttersfort.org/event/
flashlights-friends/  

The special  events 
and activations support 
the nonprofit Friends 
of Sutter’s Fort to help 
provide upcoming pro-
gramming such as field 
trips and future events 
at Sutter ’s Fort State 
Historic Park.  

For those interested in 
visiting inside Sutter’s 
Fort State Historic Park 
(that is open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily), all Fort 
admission fees will be 
waived for the duration of 
a major roof replacement 
and seismic stabilization 
project that is currently 
underway. Visitors can 
observe the rehabilita-
tion project firsthand and 
tour the Central Building, 
which remains open.  

Friends of Sutter’s Fort  
Friends of Sutter ’s 

Fort is a 501c3 chari-
table foundation. As a 
state park cooperating 
association, we collab-
orate with California 
State Parks at Sutter’s 
Fort State Historic Park 
to preserve and protect 
historic structures, and 
artifacts, and to engage 
visitors of all ages. For 
more information, please 
visit www.suttersfort.org                            
� H
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By Ben Christopher, 
calmatters.org

A week after negotia-
tions to rescue California’s 
floundering home insur-
ance market stalled out in 
the Legislature, the state’s 
top insurance regulator put 
out his own rescue plan 
that effectively amounts to 
a trade for the state’s major 
insurers. 

Under proposed reg-
u l a t i o n s  I n s u r a n c e 
Commissioner Ricardo 
Lara announced this 
afternoon, major insurers 
will be required to cover 
a certain share of home-
owners in the state’s 
most  wildfire-prone 
areas. In exchange, the 
Department of Insurance 
will allow companies 
to charge more to cover 
the rising costs of doing 
business in a fire-rav-
aged state. 

Lara called the pack-
age of new proposed 
regulations “the largest 
insurance reform” since 
1988, the year California 
voters passed a proposi-
tion requiring insurance 
companies to get prior 
approval before raising 
premiums. 

The plan is meant 
to reverse what has 
amounted to a slow-mo-
tion exodus of private 
home insurers from the 
state. In the last year 
and a half, seven of the 
top 12 property insurers 
operating in California 
have either placed new 
restrictions on where 
they do business or 
stopped selling new pol-
icies here entirely. 

The biggest player 

of  al l ,   State Farm, 
announced a freeze on 
new policies in May, 
kicking off a fresh round 
of panic among home-
owners scrambling to 
find affordable insurance 
policies and lawmakers 
eager to tackle the crisis.

For years, insurance 
companies have com-
plained that current rates 
and the existing regula-
tory process don’t allow 
them to recoup the cost 
of doing business in 
the state’s most at-risk 
regions .  By eas ing 
some of those restric-
tions, while requiring 
the companies to expand 
their coverage, “it’s the 
department calling the 
bluff of insurers,” said 
Rex Frazier, president 
of Personal Insurance 
Federation of California, 
a trade group. 

In principle, that’s 
trade-off insurers are 
willing to make, he 
added, though it will 
ultimately depend on 
how the specific regu-
lations are crafted in the 
coming months. 

Amy Bach, executive 
director of the con-
sumer group United 
Policyholders, struck a 
similar note. 

Lara “did not sell 
out to the industry 
here, in my opinion, he 
struck a deal,” she said. 
“Whether it’s going 
to manifest positively 
overall…the proof will 
be in the premiums.”

B u t  C o n s u m e r 
Watchdog — an advo-
cacy group that Lara 
all but called out by 
name during his presen-
tation as “bombastic” 

and a group “materially 
benefiting” from the 
current regulatory sys-
tem — came away with 
a difficult conclusion. 

“ H e ’s  b a s i c a l l y 
capitulated to the indus-
try,” Jamie Court, the 
group’s president, said 
of Lara. “There’s not 
really much coming 
back for the consumer 
in here.”

Despite mounting 
public angst and calls 
for action from top law-
makers, the politics of 
addressing the prob-
lem in the Legislature 
proved too thorny this 
year.

In the final weeks of 
the legislative session 
that ended a week ago, 
lawmakers scrambled to 
bridge the demands of 
insurers — who called 
for higher premiums 
to cover more of their 
costs and for a more 
flexible rate-setting 
process — and those 
of consumer groups, 
who resisted calls to 
add to the financial 
burdens of homeown-
ers. After negotiations 
floundered, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom hinted  that 
his administration and 
Lara’s Department of 
Insurance might be 
willing to act on their 
own.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t , 
Sen. Bill Dodd, a Napa 
Democrat involved in 
the unsuccessful nego-
tiations, cheered Lara’s 
announcement. “Given 
that the Legislature 
is not in session right 
now, utilizing the com-
missioner’s regulatory 
authority makes good 

sense,” he said. “I know 
there is work that still 
needs to be done and 
I’ll be supporting these 
efforts any way I can.”

Insurance companies 
have pointed to three 
main reasons that doing 
business in California 
is increasingly a losing 
proposition: Escalating 
wildfire risk, ever-rising 
construction costs and 
the global price of rein-
surance — insurance 
policies that insurance 
companies, themselves, 
take out.  

While costs have 
increased, the amount 
the  companies  are 
a l lowed to  charge 
homeowners is tightly 
capped and closely reg-
ulated in California, 
making home insur-
ance policies relatively 
cheap by national stan-
dards. In order to raise 
rates, major insurers 
need a sign-off from 
the Department  of 
Insurance.

Cur ren t ly,  insu r-
ance companies are not 
allowed to factor in the 
cost of reinsurance into 
those applications. They 
are also prohibited from 
using forward-look-
ing models to predict 
future costs — some-
thing insurers say they 
desperately need as a 
warming climate and 
residential develop-
ment encroaching into 
fire-prone areas results 
in fire seasons that are 
longer and more cata-
strophic than they have 
been in the past. 

Lara proposed giv-
ing companies both 
of those tools, though 

companies will appar-
ently only be allowed to 
itemize the cost of rein-
surance as it pertains to 
California. It’s unclear 
how this calculation 
will be made.  

Bach with United 
Pol icyholders  sa id 
allowing companies 
to use predictive mod-
els isn’t inherently a 
bad idea — “Are these 
models nefarious tools 
of Satan? No,” she said 
— but hopes there will 
be transparency about 
which models are used 
and how they work.

In exchange for these 
new tools ,  compa-
nies will be required 
to cover homeowners 
in wildfire-prone parts 
of the state at 85% of 
their statewide cover-
age. For example, if a 
company provides 10% 
of the homeowner pol-
icies across California, 
they would be required 
to provide 8.5% of 
the coverage in areas 
deemed “at-risk.”

Court, with Consumer 
Watchdog, said 85% is 
15% too little. “It’s a 
really sh—y deal,” he 
said.

California homeown-
ers currently unable to 
get insurance on the 
private market can cur-
rently turn to the FAIR 
Plan, a last resort issuer 
of fire coverage back-
stopped through a levy 
on regulated insur-
ers. Between 2018 and 
2022, the number of 
homeowners covered 
by the FAIR Plan more 
than doubled to roughly 
3% of all homeowners.

But the FAIR Plan 

policies are expen-
sive and limited. And if 
the FAIR Plan runs out 
of money, it’s legally 
required to refill its 
coffers by levying a 
surcharge on major 
insurers. The prospect 
of the FAIR Plan run-
ning out of cash and 
slapping the industry 
with the bill has also 
encouraged insurance 
companies to scale back 
their coverage. 

Consumer Watchdog 
regularly challenges the 
applications for higher 
premiums that insurance 
companies submit to the 
state, an intervention 
allowed for under the 
1988 ballot measure. 
Today, Lara also said 
he wants to make it eas-
ier for the public to see 
who intervenes and how 
much they are compen-
sated for doing so. 

“ O n e  e n t i t y  i s 
involved in nearly 75% 
of all interventions for 
rate approvals, mate-
rially benefiting from 
a process that is meant 
for a broader pub-
lic participation,” he 
said, referring to the 
nonprofit. 

Lara also said that 
“throwing bombs is 
easy and putting out 
bombastic statements 
from entrenched interest 
groups doesn’t benefit 
anyone.”

Court said his organi-
zation would continue 
to fight back as the 
department drafts the 
detailed regulations. 
“We’ll be battling over 
this stuff for many 
months to come,” he 
said.  � H
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FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Fix leaks of all types

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells 
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors  - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry  Electrical  - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

GUTTER CLEANING
Window Cleaning 
(inside/out/screens washed)

Pressure Washing
(all surface areas) 

Junk Removal/Hauling
Landscape Maintenance

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

•
•

•

•
• CSL# 996271

Prime Quality MaintenanceFall Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 20 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

CAL ROOMS REPAIR
Sunrooms • Garden Rooms • Solarium Rooms • Patio Covers

Don 916-708-7094  |  Rick 916-705-8626

Excellent Service!   FREE Estimates!

www.calroomsrepair.com | Email: calroomsrepair@gmail.com
50 years experience Lic # 827937 

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbing.com
456-7777

Your Home Improvement Guide
Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 916.429.9901

CLASSIFIED ADS
#1 CONCIERGE BOOKKEEPER
38 years exp. in industries like Auto, 
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BOOKKEEPING

#1 CONCIERGE BUSINESS SERVICES

Put our 38 years in Concierge Business 

Support Service to work for your business. 

We provide support in: Licensing, Busi-

ness & Corp Start-ups or Closures, Basic 

web design, Set-up social media.  Busi-

ness Concierge Shopping, Marketing and 

much more. Please contact Irene Senst 

a.k.a. “Mama Bear” (916) 640-3820.   

www.taxirene.info                                                          	

taxireneinfo@gmail.com

BUSINESS SERVICES

CLEAN-UP SPECIALS!

FALL Yard Clean-Up Special– Yard 

clean-up. Rain gutter cleaning, pressure 

washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  

painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-up, 

fence repairs, light tree trimming, & 

more. Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  

22 yrs. exp.  Specials for seniors. 

Licensed

HANDYMAN

#1 CONCIERGE TAX PREPARER

38 yrs. exp.  We specialize in Business 

Tax returns including Corp & Part-

nerships.  FREE Pick-up & Delivery 

to those who qualify.  We prepare 

expertly all past tax returns includ-

ing all State returns.  Get the most 

deductions allowed to you by law.  

CTEC + IRS Registered & Bonded.  

Please call for your appt. today. Irene 

Senst a.k.a. “Mama Bear” (916) 
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www.taxirene.info                                                          	

taxireneinfo@gmail.com

TAX PREPARER

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks, crawls, slithers or flies, we’ll remove it”

Humane and non-toxic solutions for both animals & man

Live Trapping • Humane Removal • Dead Animal Location/Removal
Exclusion Work • Repair

Bats • Snakes • Rats/Mice • Squirrels •  Raccoon • Skunk • Opossum • Birds

CreatureCatchers.org  |  530-885-PEST(7378)
California State Trapping License #7781 - Insured by Markel

(916) 389-BUGS (2847)  •  www.defenderpest.com

Protect Your Investment
Jojujbm!Tubsu.Vq!%26:

NOW ONLY *$49

We Defend Against: Ants, Spiders, Earwigs, 
Wasps, Rats/Mice, Cockroaches and More!

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite • Floors • Counters • Walls
42 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

NEW WINDOWS · REPAIRS · GLASS

• GLASS
• DOORS
• MIRRORS

• SCREENS
• SHOWERS
• WINDOWS

GREAT PRICES • FRIENDLY SERVICE
ALL REPAIRS • GLASS - WINDOWS

ALL TYPES OF DOORS

FREE ESTIMATES RESIDENTAL • COMMERCIAL

(916)459-0430LIC # 874072

ADVANCED WINDOWS & GLASS

We can help.
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Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products
Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm • Sun 11am – 6pm

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

In-Stock

Dining
Sale!

We have over

100
Dining Sets IN-STOCK 
& ready to go for your 
holiday entertaining!

Guests are on their way!  
Is your dining room ready?

All
dining room 
furniture is on

Sale!*

114390 

Side Chair $239  Bench $449

217311

103770

“One Week 
Only!”

SSaleale$$499499 reg $579

Quails RunQuails Run

LaurelhurstLaurelhurstSierraSierraStratfordStratford

Mountain RetreatMountain Retreat KalispellKalispell

45” Round Pedestal Table w/ 1-15” leaf
Side Chair $109

42” x 60” Extension Table w/ 2-16” leaves
Side Chair $229  Buffet $1599

40” x 70” Table w/ 2-20” leaves
Side Chair $199

60” Round Counter Table with Lazy Susan
Trackback Barstool $139

40” x 80” Sheesham Table
Side Chair $259  Bench $499  Sideboard $1549

526111

40” x 80” Sheesham Table

876648

361890

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, 
Naturwood Family
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One Community 
Health News Release
 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- On October 23, 2023, 
One Community Health 
announced its acquisi-
tion of a new building in 
Sacramento as part of its 
expansion. The building 
is located on Kings Way 
in Arden.

“We are thrilled to 
be able to grow with 
the needs of our com-
munity,” said Chief 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r , 
Michelle Monroe. “This 
expansion allows us 
to continue our mis-
sion to create a healthier 
Sacramento by increas-
ing access to care for all 

members of our commu-
nity, regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity, orien-
tation, or ability to pay. 
This new property will 
add 42,000 square feet of 
health center and support 
services space, allowing 
us to better address the 
growing unmet needs of 
the community.”

O n e  C o m m u n i t y 
Health is a private, 
nonprofit community 
health center serving 
the greater Sacramento 
area. Founded in 1989 
in response to the AIDS 
crisis,  they devoted 
themselves to the care 
of people with HIV/
AIDS for more than 
two decades. In 2015, 

they became a Federally 
Qualified Health Center, 
providing coordinated 
and comprehensive pri-
mary and preventive 
services to the whole 
community,  with an 
annual growth of nearly 
7%. 

The acquisition of 
the building and con-
struction planning is 
anticipated to be com-
plete by the end of 
2023, with construction 
on modifications and 
improvements beginning 
in early 2024. For more 
information about One 
Community Health’s 
expansion, please visit 
OneCommunityHealth.
com.  � H

CHP News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
On October 19th, 2023, at 
approximately 8:02 p.m., 
CHP-South Sacramento units 
responded to a vehicle ver-
sus pedestrian traffic crash 
that occurred on southbound 
Highway 99, north of 12th 
Avenue. 

Upon arrival, prelimi-
nary investigation indicates 
that a 2003 Dodge Ram 
pickup, driven by a 47-year-
old male from Sacramento, 
was observed by a witness 
weaving in multiple lanes 
on southbound Business 80 
from Arden Way to E Street. 
The driver of the Dodge 
was then seen to sideswipe a 
large- or medium-size truck 
towing a car-hauler/trailer in 

the number-two lane just south 
of N Street, causing minor 
damage to the left side of the 
Dodge. The witness stated that 
the impact was so minor that 
the truck/car-hauler driver may 
not have felt it as he continued 
southbound on Highway 99. 

The driver of the Dodge fol-
lowed the other truck and came 
to a complete stop in front of 
it on southbound Highway 
99, north of 12th Avenue in 
the middle of the number-two 
lane. The witness reported that 
the driver of the Dodge, who 
was the solo occupant and 
driver, got out and confronted 
the other driver at his driv-
er’s-door window. The witness 
then saw the truck/car-hauler 
accelerate rapidly to go around 
the Dodge, knocking down 
and running over the driver/

pedestrian of the Dodge with 
its rear trailer tires. 

The witness was not able to 
obtain a license plate on the 
other vehicle as he stopped to 
help the struck driver/pedes-
trian. The driver of the Dodge 
was conscious and alert at 
the scene and transported to a 
local hospital. The Sacramento 
County Coroner notified 
CHP-South Sacramento that 
the driver had succumbed to 
his injuries during surgery. 
The name of the driver of 
the Dodge will be released 
by the Sacramento County 
Coroner’s Office when next 
of kin is notified. The CHP-
South Sacramento office asks 
if there were any witnesses 
to this traffic crash/incident, 
to please contact the office at 
(916) 897-5600. � H

CHP News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Motorcycle-involved 
crashes continue to be 
a major concern for the 
C a l i f o r n i a  H i g h w a y 
Patrol (CHP).   The CHP 
has implemented a year-
long, federally funded 
program,  Get Educated 
a n d  R i d e  S a f e  V I 
(GEARS),  with the goal 
of increasing motorcy-
cle safety and awareness 
throughout the state.

The  GEARS VI  goals 
are designed to reduce the 
number of motorcycle-in-
volved crashes and crash 
victims.   Based on pro-
visional data, there were 
7,639 motorcycle-involved 
crashes, resulting in 381 
deaths and 6,969 injuries, 
within CHP jurisdiction in 

federal fiscal year 2021-22 
– an 8% increase from the 
previous year.

“Motorcycle riders are 
statistically more likely to 
be injured or killed when 
involved in a crash,” said 
CHP Commissioner Sean 
Duryee.   “The  GEARS 
VI  grant will support the 
Department’s efforts to 
improve safety for motor-
cycle riders and other road 
users through focused edu-
cation and enforcement.”

During the grant period, 
the CHP will increase 
motorcycle safety activ-
ities in regions with a 
high number of motor-
cyc le  inc iden ts  and 
participate in traffic safety 
education campaigns such 
as “National Motorcycle 
Ride Day” on October 
14, 2023.   The campaign 

will promote the use 
of U.S. Department of 
Transportation-compliant 
helmets for all riders 
and raise driver aware-
ness of sharing the road 
with motorcyclists.   The 
CHP will also increase 
enforcement in areas with 
a high number of motor-
cycle-involved crashes, 
which resulted from speed, 
improper turns, and driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol and/or drugs.

Funding for this pro-
gram was provided by a 
grant from the California 
Office of Traffic Safety 
through the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

The mission of the CHP 
is to provide the highest 
level of Safety, Service, 
and Security. � H

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
Sacramento County employs more than 13,600 
full-time individuals. Of those staff mem-
bers, some have disabilities, including but not 
limited to: hearing, vision, physical, and cogni-
tive. Despite all their differences, each employee 
has showcased the indisputable ability to help our 
County community succeed. 

Each October, Sacramento County  cel-
ebrates  National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month to highlight the positive 
impacts that our County employees with dis-
abilities have had in the workplace. This year’s 
national theme is “Advancing Access and 
Equity.”

“Employees with disabilities can offer employ-
ers a competitive edge because they often have 
strong perseverance and problem-solving abili-
ties, often a result of overcoming barriers people 
with disabilities face throughout their lives,” said 

Sylvester Fadal, Director of Personnel Services.
Aside from problem-solving skills, Fadal adds 

that having a diverse staff can promote an inclu-
sive work environment while bringing a level of 
empathy, respect, and belonging to our custom-
ers and clients.

To ensure the success of our employees, the 
Sacramento County Department of Personnel 
Services provides guidance and support to all 
County departments in providing reasonable 
accommodations for job applicants and employ-
ees with disabilities. This guidance is showcased 
through every stage of employment from appli-
cation, testing and interviews, the hiring and 
onboarding process, and on the job when needed 
to assist in performing their duties. 

To learn more about Sacramento County’s pro-
grams, services and accommodations for County 
employees with disabilities visit the Sacramento 
County Disability Compliance Office (DCO) 
website. https://personnel.saccounty.net/Pages/
DCOHome.aspx  � H

Fatal Collision with Pedestrian 
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