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Children’s Museum of Franklin to 
Foster Fun, Learning & Connection

By J.D. O’Gara

A place children can dis-
cover, imagine, and grow, 
through play and exploration – 
closer to home. The Children’s 
Museum of  Franklin, an idea 
sparked by Franklin Moms 
Erin Gallagher and Meg 
Hagen, is gaining momentum. 
The newly approved 501 c3 
nonprofit aims to, eventually, 
secure a permanent location 
in downtown Franklin. Even 
without a location, however, 
the children’s museum is plan-
ning a pop-up museum to be 
held on a bi-weekly basis in the 
new year in Franklin and sur-
rounding towns. 

“Once we acquire a per-
manent space, we’ll build ex-
hibits for children aged 10 and 
under, with classroom and lab 
space for additional program-
ming, STEM programming 
for elementary and middle 
school-aged kids, and leader-
ship/internship opportunities 
for high school and college stu-
dents,” says Hagen.

The idea for the children’s 
museum began, say the found-
ers, as a shared dream.

“Meg and I were at a mu-
tual friend’s house for brunch 
in June, talking about the Davis 
Thayer location as our original 
dream location,” says Galla-
gher, “We laughed about it, but 

when we left, we said, ‘Let’s re-
ally do this.’ Between us, Meg 
and I have five young kids, 
all seven years and younger. 
We are pursuing this with the 
goal of  creating a common 
space for kids to learn and 

Despite Low Poverty Statistics, 
Area Food Insecurity on the Rise
By J.D. O’Gara

January is National Poverty 
Awareness Month. Although com-
pared to the national average of  
U.S. residents living in poverty in 
2022, (11.5% according to the U.S. 
Census), just around one in 20 in 
local towns such as Bellingham 
(5.1%) and Franklin (4.6%) live in 
poverty.

One might assume that these 
low-income residents are the ones 
accessing local food pantries, but 
according to Tina Powderly, Exec-
utive Director of  the Franklin Food 
Pantry, food insecurity, which is on 
the rise, isn’t solely tied to income. 

Although the sheer number of  
registered households accessing the 
Franklin Food Pantry has risen (for 
example,523 registered Franklin 
families in FY22 to 534 so far this 
year, and 29 registered Bellingham 
families in FY22 compared to 45 
so far this year) a good indicator 
food insecurity is rising is that folks 
are visiting the food pantry more 
often, with a 27% increase in visits 
from November 2022 to November 
2023.

This year’s MetroWest Health 
Foundation’s 2023 Metrowest 

Community Health Assessment, 
in fact, lists “Food Insecurity” and 
“Housing Insecurity and Home-
lessness” among the top five re-
ported community concerns for the 
first time in the past decade.

“Shelter is, on the average, a 
household’s biggest expense, and 
that’s true wherever you fall on the 
income bracket. Housing inflation 
is a real struggle folks face, as well 
as a rising cost of  groceries, say 
Powderly.” Families, she says, must 
decide between paying for housing 
and paying for groceries. 

“Food insecurity is just not an 
issue simply faced by folks that 
have economic insecurity,” says 
Powderly. “It’s really one social 
determinant of  health. There’s a 
whole host of  non-medical factors, 
including housing, job security, 
education, and income.” Although 
combatting food insecurity is the 
pantry’s mission, it also can con-
nect its users to resources aimed at 
improving other factors.

In fact, the Metrowest survey 
listed Mental Health as this year’s 

POVERTY
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Franklin Moms, professionals, volunteers, and visionaries Meg 
Hagan, left, and Erin Gallagher, right, shown with their little 
ones, have created the Children’s Museum of Franklin, a new 501 
c3 organization that will hold pop-up Indoor Mobile Museums 
around Franklin until it raises funds to land a permanent location 
in downtown Franklin. Photo by Kyle Daudelin Photography.
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play both for our children and 
their peers—a spot where people 
can build community and foster 
connections, and really grow to-
gether. Having raised kids, espe-
cially through the pandemic, so 
many of  our kids lost out on con-
nection. This is an opportunity to 
bring that back.”

The closest children’s mu-
seums, about 45 minutes away, 
routinely draw patrons from 
an hour away. A Children’s 
Museum in the heart of  town 
“would increase the vitality of  
the downtown and the pull of  
the community,” says Hagen. 
Drawing families to “the down-
town space would support the 
local economy and local busi-
nesses. We want to give back to 
the town.”

Both women, who’ve previ-
ously worked together as found-
ing members of  local support 
group Franklin Area Moms, al-
ready make supporting the town 
a priority.

Erin, a mom of  three young 
children with a marketing and 
communications background, is 
currently Franklin Area Moms 
President. She also serves on the 
Franklin School Committee, is a 
member of  the Franklin Master 

Plan Committee and is a volun-
teer foster care case reviewer for 
the Department of  Children and 
Families. 

Meg, a native of  Raynham 
with a doctorate in pharmacy 
who lived five years abroad in 
Australia before settling in Frank-
lin, holds a seat on the Franklin 
Conservation Commission and 
the Franklin Master Plan Com-
mittee. In the last several years, 
Meg has also taught preschool at 
the Franklin Children’s School 
on top of  being a mom to two 
young sons.

Facilitating Franklin Area 
Moms “gave us a sense of  run-
ning a nonprofit, working with 
boards, building a network, and 
building a community,” says Meg, 
“A lot of  our mission and vision 
includes working in partnership 
and collaboration throughout 
the community.” The two have 
enlisted elementary and early 
childhood education consultants 
for their board to design what 
the children’s museum will look 
like, as well as an occupational 
therapist to ensure that space is 
inclusive for children of  all abili-
ties and sensory needs. In their 
planning process, they’ve sought 
feedback from various members 
of  Town Council and officials 
from the Town, Dean College, 
and Franklin Public Schools.

Although exhibit space will be 
designed for 10 and under, The 
Children’s Museum of  Franklin 
plans to offer clubs and program-
ming through middle school, 
perhaps even supplementing an 
area of  need. “School budget is-
sues have come up in one of  the 

areas they had to cut for the time 
being – the funding for middle 
school clubs. We would love to 
be able to offer some program-
ming for those gaps,” says Erin. 
One of  the first programs they’re 
planning to roll out will be “Lean 
in Girls,” which aims to empower 
young girls as they transition 
from middle school years into 
high school..

A lack of  space isn’t stop-
ping the two. The partners have 
looked to Tri-county Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School carpentry students to 
build mobile exhibits for their 
pop-up Indoor Mobile Museum 
at different venues around town.

“They’re building these really 
cool car ramps,” says Erin, “The 
students are really excited that 
what they’re building is going 
to make a lasting impact on the 
community.”

The Children’s Museum of  
Franklin has the following Pop-
Up Indoor Mobile Museum 
events planned, with more to 
come:

• January 21, 2023, Franklin 
Elks, 1-4 p.m., 1077 Pond 
St., Franklin

• February 10, 2023, Down-
town Sports, 3-6 p.m., 240 
Cottage St, Franklin

• February 19, 2023, Down-
town Sports, 9 a.m. – 12 
p.m., 240 Cottage St., 
Franklin

 Of  course, fundraising will 
be essential to making this 
dream happen, and the duo 
have a four-part strategy 
that includes:

• A Founding Families pro-
gram: Those local families 
that provide a minimum 
$1,000 donation will be fea-
tured permanently on Chil-
dren’s Museum of  Franklin 
website and later, in the fu-
ture permanent space.

• Grassroots fundraising: The 
Children’s Museum will 
host various fundraising 
events, such as a gala dinner 
coming up in late February, 
early March.

• Corporate Fundraising: 
Hagen and Gallagher will 

reach out to potential cor-
porate funders.

• Grants: Now that the Chil-
dren’s Museum of  Franklin 
is an official 501 c3 nonprof-
it, the founders can apply for 
grants on the state and fed-
eral level, as well as to vari-
ous foundations, depending 
on the space it finds.

To learn more or to become 
involved, visit the Children’s Mu-
seum of  Franklin’s website,

Childrensmuseumfranklin.
org, as well as their Facebook and 
Instagram pages. 
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top community concern, a prob-
lem exacerbated by instability.

“An individual who’s food 
insecure is much more likely to 
experience mental health stress-
ors,” she points out, and these 
folks face larger barriers to ex-
pensive mental health services. 
“It’s not necessarily that you’re 
hungry at any hour of  the day. 
It’s a lack of  consistent access 
to enough food for the people 
in your house to live a healthy 
life. That’s how the USDA de-
fines food insecurity.  One of  the 
things we try to do in this space 
is reduce the stigma and anxiety 
that comes with experiencing 
food insecurity with an atmo-
sphere that feels very warm, like 
a grocery store.”

The Franklin Food Pantry 
can connect patrons to other re-
sources, she says, but “part of  the 
job is getting them in the door, 
so they feel safe. It takes time 
to convince them to try the re-
sources that help them. It could 
be a social worker at Franklin 
Public School for a child, the 
weekend backpack program, or 
the SHINE counselor at the Se-
nior Center. We can be a point 
of  reference, and all of  these is-
sues are so interconnected. Cer-
tainly, economic insecurity is a 
factor in food insecurity, but we 
see the whole breadth of  human-
ity here … Chances are high if  
you volunteer here for any pe-
riod of  time, you’ll come across 
someone you know.”

For information on the 
Franklin Food Pantry, visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org.

For more information on the 
Metrowest Health Foundation 
and its recent 2023 Metrowest 
Community Health Assessment, 
visit https://mwhealth.org. 

POVERTY
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12th Annual Franklin Turkey Trot Raises 
$48,000 for the Franklin Food Pantry

The Franklin Food Pantry, 
which provides supplemental 
food assistance and programs, 
announces that a record-break-
ing $48,000 was raised by more 
than 1,000 runners and 60 spon-
sors at this year’s annual Tur-
key Trot held on Thanksgiving 
Morning, Thursday, Nov. 23, 
2023. The fundraising supports 
programs and services that assist 
more than 1,300 individuals and 
families and surpasses last year’s 
fundraising effort of  $37,000. 
Organized in conjunction with 
The Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints in Franklin, 
this is the twelfth year for the 
family-friendly fun run, which 
welcomed participants of  all lev-
els and abilities.

“Fundraising events like the 
Turkey Trot help provide The 
Pantry with much-needed funds 
to purchase nutritious food and 
essential goods for neighbors in 
need,” said Tina Powderly, Ex-
ecutive Director of  the Franklin 
Food Pantry. “We are grateful to 
all who participated in this year’s 
fun run and our wonderful spon-
sors who raised nearly $18,000 
to benefit the Franklin Food Pan-
try.” 
The Franklin Food Pantry is 
grateful for the following 
organizations and individuals who 
served as this year’s race sponsors:

Platinum Sponsors: MyFM 
101.3, LDS Church Franklin, 
Next9Up, Physician One, bLuxe, 
G&C Plumbing and Heating, 
Notturo Plumbing and Heating, 
Terrazza, Raillery Public House, 
Middlesex Bank.

Gold Sponsors: Capstan At-
lantic, Paul A. Longobardi & 
Sons Trucking, Franklin Knights 

of  Columbus, Mount Street 
Farm, Eagle Stainless Tube, 
Dean Bank, Spiffy Designs, Vet-
Med Pet Supplies, Franklin Pizza 
and Deli.

Silver Sponsors: Franklin Mat-
ters, The Baur Family, Mint 
Dental, Keefe Insurance, Si-
mons, Vendetti Motors, Em-
mons St. LLC, Starr and Glick 
Orthodontics, The Adirondack 
Club, Hilltop Auto, The Sabo-
linski Family, Grove Street Auto 
Repair, Nutrify Performance Nu-
trition for Women, LLC, Custom 
Kitchens, Gloria Meredith Pho-
tography, Xpressions Print, Ac-
curate Baker Elman.

Friends Sponsors: Donahue 
Family, Chestnut Dental, Bra-
dosky Family, DRR Contract-
ing, Pool Pals, Lobo Family, 
Campbell Family, Tait/Shimer/
Shanks Family, Fitzgerald Fam-
ily, Schmitt Family, Whitmore 
Family, O’Neill Family, Franklin 
Interfaith Council, Van Roon 
Chiropractic, Johnson Family, Zi-
cherman Family, Powderly Fam-
ily, Bergen Family, Normandin 
Family, Wicked Fitness Franklin, 

Sompally Family, and Sancher 
Family.

The Franklin Food Pantry 
thanks the following local busi-
nesses and partners who pro-
vided food for race day morning: 
BJ’s Wholesale Club, Elizabeth’s 
Bagels, Garelick Farms, Shaw’s 
Supermarket, Stop & Shop Su-
permarket.

The Franklin Food Pantry 
thanks the following local busi-
ness and partners who provided 
door prizes for the event: Franklin 
Honey, Allegra Marketing, Au-
brey Greene Photography, Julie 
Arace Photography, Learning 
Express Toys, Showcase Dance 
Photography, Luna’s Flower 
Shop, The Rome Restaurant, 
PT Color Market, Wicked Fit-
ness, Target, Elizabeth’s Bagels, 
K Cooks, 3 Restaurant, Mama 
Barba’s Bake Shop, The Cha-
teau, Fiori & Fern, Altitude 
Trampoline Park, Level 99, Muf-
fin House, Kevin Holmes, Mol-
ly’s Apothecary, Robert Wadley, 
and The Stott Family.  

For more information on the 
Franklin Food Pantry, to receive 
food assistance, or to donate 
funds and food, please visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org.

About the Franklin Food Pantry, 
Inc.

The Franklin Food Pantry, 
Inc. offers supplemental food 
assistance and household neces-
sities to more than 1,300 indi-
viduals per year. The Franklin 
Food Pantry is not funded by the 
Town of  Franklin. The Pantry 
partners with several organiza-
tions including the Greater Bos-
ton Food Bank to achieve greater 
buying power and lower costs. 
Donations and grants fund food 
purchases, keep lights on, and 
put gas in the Pantry truck. Pro-
grams include home delivery, a 
weekend backpack program for 
Franklin school children, mobile 
pantries, emergency food bags, 
and holiday meal packages. The 
Pantry is located at 341 W. Cen-
tral St. in Franklin, Massachu-
setts on Route 140. Visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org for more 
information.
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BFCCPS Celebrates Foreign Language Week
By Jennifer russO

The Benjamin Franklin 
Classical Charter School (BFC-
CPS) in Franklin prides itself  
on enabling students to have an 
education that is well rounded, 
incorporating not only standard 
academic classes, but also a 
strong focus on visual arts, music, 
athletics, and foreign languages. 
Students begin learning French 
in Kindergarten and by the time 
they reach high school, have re-
ceived the equivalent of  a French 
I high school level course. In sixth 
grade, students also begin learn-
ing Latin, which gives them a 
sturdy base for upper-level gram-
mar and prepares them, should 
they choose, for Latin II when 
entering ninth grade.

To solidify the languages and 
culture even more, the school 
celebrated Language Week 
during the month of  Decem-
ber. This includes a Language 
Night, where French and Latin 
teachers organized a cultural 
celebration with live music and 
tasty treats, and where younger 

students were able to participate 
in language learning strategies 
led by the eighth-grade students. 
There were also French themed 
school lunches, a language ques-
tion of  the day, A Terni Lapilli 
(an ancient strategy board game) 
tournament for the upper grades 
and students were encouraged to 
wear clothing in the colors of  the 
French flag.

Additionally, sixth through 
eighth grade students created vi-
sual projects highlighting French 
monuments and tombstones, and 
posters featuring cultural French 
facts, Latin etymology, and clas-
sical mythology for the school to 
enjoy and learn from.

In April, the school’s seventh 
grade class will be taking a group 
field trip to Quebec, where they 
will be able to actively use their 
language skills and immerse 
themselves in the French culture 
even more.

To learn more about BFC-
CPS, its Language Arts curricu-
lum and events, visit their website 
at www.bfccps.org. 

Last month, Language Night at BFCCPS celebrated French culure and gave younger students the opportunity 
to practice language skills with older students. At the charter school, children begin learning French in 
Kindergarten, and in sixth grade, Latin.
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Happy New Year!

Dean College Announces New Chief Financial Officer 
and Treasurer 

 Dean College is pleased to 
announce Thomas Pistorino 
as Chief  Financial Officer and 
Treasurer. Pistorino will oversee 
all financial operations and strat-
egies to support the College’s 
academic mission.

With over 30 years of  expe-
rience in financial leadership 
roles in both the nonprofit and 
corporate sectors, Pistorino has 
deep knowledge of  all aspects of  
higher education finance and ad-
ministration. He joins Dean from 
CBIZ & MHM, LLC, where he 
created an advisory practice 
dedicated to improving financial 
operations of  higher education 
clients throughout the northeast. 
Previously, Pistorino held chief  
financial officer positions with 
Lesley University and Regis Col-

lege. In those roles, he led inno-
vative processes to both diversify 
revenue and reduce operating 
expenses.

“Tom is highly regarded for 
his expertise in transformative 
change, strategic planning, com-
plex financial modeling, process 
improvement, enterprise risk 
management, and particularly 
around shared services and sys-
tem implementation,” said Mark 
D. Boyce, Chair of  the Board of  
Trustees. “We are looking for-
ward to working with him as he 
brings his perspective to Dean 
College.”

Pistorino is replacing Kath-
leen McGuire who is retiring 
from a 30-year career at Dean 
College. During her time at the 
College, McGuire held a variety 

of  financial positions. Most re-
cently serving as vice president of  
financial services and treasurer, 
she has led continuous improve-
ments to Dean College’s financial 
operations.

“I am grateful for Kathy’s 
work during her transition to-
ward retirement,” added Dean 
College President Kenneth El-
more. “Tom will be able to hit 
the ground running with us in 
the new year, and his background 
will add immeasurably to the 
College’s strategic operations.”

Pistorino began his career as 
an accountant for a small com-
puter company where he was 
responsible for implementing 
accounting applications for cli-
ents. This work led to a move 
to Canam Steel Corporation 

in 1988, where he rose from re-
gional controller to vice presi-
dent and general manager for 
the northeast to vice president of  
business development for North 
America. Pistorino left Canam 
in 1995 and provided manage-
ment consultant services through 
the Gerard Group. While at Ge-
rard, he created growth strate-
gies and technology solutions for 
clients across diverse industries. 
In 1997, Pistorino made the 
shift to higher education, joining 
Fisher College as its comptroller. 
While at Fisher, he helped drive 
the transformation of  the school 
from a two-year women’s college 
to a four-year co-educational uni-
versity. In 2001, Pistorino joined 
Regis College and created a five-
part strategy to move Regis from 

an undergraduate women’s col-
lege to a co-educational univer-
sity. Pistorino became CFO of  
Lesley University in 2019, focus-
ing on process reengineering and 
system integration. In early 2020, 
he successfully pivoted to ensure 
the college could overcome the 
challenges of  the pandemic.

Pistorino will join the Dean 
College community in January 
2024. 

“I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to join Dean College and 
for the trust placed in me by the 
Board of  Trustees and the hiring 
committee,” Pistorino said. “I 
am looking forward to working 
with President Kenneth Elmore 
and his leadership team and to 
becoming part of  The Dean Dif-
ference.”

First Universalist 
Society to Present 
Talk on Power of 
Words
What We Say Matters: A Timely 
Conversation Exploring the Power 
of Words to Shape Others and a 
Person’s Own Behavior 

January 7, 2024 - 10 a.m. 
First Universalist Society in Franklin 

262 Chestnut Street, Franklin MA 
Dr. Drew Bogner, President Emeritus of  Molloy Univer-

sity, and a lay member of  the First Universalist Society in 
Franklin, will speak about the power of  words and phrases 
to shape the behavior of  others and ourselves.   He will in-
corporate the research of  Dr. Masuru Emoto on the impact 
of  negative and positive words, and share conversations he 
has had on this topic with individuals ranging from Bud-
dhist monks to Paul Rusesabagina of  Hotel Rwanda. In the 
second part of  the service, Drew will focus on how what we 
say to ourselves can influence how we experience the world. 
This includes how we can respond to caustic, hateful, and 
demeaning language that others use.  

The First Universalist Society in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitarian 
Universalist Welcoming Congregation located at 262 Chestnut Street, 
Franklin. For more information, please contact us at info@fusf.org or 
call (508) 528-5348. 
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Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!
If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects, 

then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously 
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact 

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family 
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

 Learn more here: wbahomes.com             |             Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com

January is National Blood Donor Month
By J.D. O’Gara

The first month of  the year marks a national aware-
ness month for blood donation. According to the Ameri-
can Red Cross, someone in the United States needs blood 
every two seconds, with over 29,000 units of  red blood 
cell donations needed every day. Blood and platelets can-
not be manufactured, but nearly 5,000 units of  platelets 
and 6,500 units of  plasma are needed daily in the U.S. 
January is a critical time for blood donations, which often 
decline in November and December as people become 
busy with the holiday season.

On August 7, 2023, the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) modified blood donor eligibility guidelines. 
For the first time in 40 years, blood donor eligibility will 
be evaluated independent of  sex, gender, or sexual orien-
tation, allowing more people will have the opportunity to 
donate blood. Screening questions on sexual orientation, 
which prevented gay and bisexual men from donating 
blood, have been eliminated. 

The American Red Cross notes that in most states, 
donors must be at least 17 years old in most states (16 
with parental consent), healthy, and weigh at least 110 
lbs. In fact, less than 38% of  the U.S. population is eli-
gible to give blood. Some may be turned away due to 
illness such as the common cold, being on a particular 
medication, low iron or having recently traveled outside 
the United States. 

Type O-negative blood and Type AB positive plasma 
can be transfused to patients of  all blood types. Both are 
always in demand and often in short supply. Donors must 
wait 56 days before each whole blood donation, although 
they can donate platelets every seven days, up to 24 times 
a year. 

Want to give blood? Here are some local blood drives 
this month.

• Saturday, January 6, 2024
 20th Annual Gary Mirliss Memorial Blood Drive, 

in participation with Brigham, Women’s Hospital 
and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Children’s Hos-
pital Boston, and Massachusetts General Hospital, 
King Philip Middle School, 18 King Street, Nor-
folk, Mass., 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 Appointments at https://donor.kraftfamilyblood-
donorcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/3371

• Thursday, January 11, 2024
 Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond Street, Franklin, MA 

02038
 1-6 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  

• Friday, January 12, 2024
 The Adirondack Club, 800 Chestnut St., Franklin, 

MA 02038
1-6 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  
• Monday, January 15, 2024
 Blake Middle School, 24 Pound Street, Medfield, 

MA 02052
 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  
• Tuesday, January 16, 2024
 Milford Regional Medical Ctr., 14 Prospect Street, 

Milford, MA 01757
 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  
• Friday, January 19, 2024
 Encompass Fitness, 27 Milliston Road, Millis, MA 

02054
 1-6 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  

• Saturday, January 20, 2024
 Saint Mary’s Parish, 8 Church St., Holliston, MA 

01746
 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  
• Tuesday, January 23, 2024
 The Church of  Jesus Christ of  the Latter Day 

Saints, 91 Jordan Road, Franklin, MA 02038
 1-6 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org 
• Wednesday, January 24, 2024
 Milford Regional Medical Center, 14 Prospect 

Street, Milford, MA 01757
 1-6 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  
• Thursday, January 25, 2024
 Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond Street, Franklin, MA 

02038
 1-6 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org  
• Sunday, January 28, 2024
 Milford Regional Medical Ctr., 14 Prospect Street, 

Milford, MA 01757
 8 a.m. – 1 p.m., www.redcrossblood.org 
The above is just a sampling of  local blood drives, but 

you can also donate blood or platelets blood or plate-
lets at Boston Children’s Hospital Blood Donor Center 
at 333 Longwood Ave. in Boston, as well as the Blood 
Donor Center at Massachusetts General Hospital, 55 
Fruit Street, Boston.

You can also visit the U.S. Department of  Health and 
Human Service’s “Giving=Living” website to find a local 
blood drive at https://www.hhs.gov/givingequalsliving/
giveblood/start-donating. 

Not Just for 
Newcomers . . . 

Save the date .… the Franklin 
Newcomers and Friends Club wel-
comes you to join us at our next 
bi-monthly gathering on Wednes-
day, February 7th. Our speaker 
Owen Folsom, a financial advi-
sor, will share his expertise on 
topics like Long Term Care, 529 
college funds, the importance of  
life insurance and more. 

The Franklin Newcomers and 
Friends meet at Escape Into Fic-
tion Book Store, 12 Main Street 
in Franklin at 7 p.m. Come 
early and shop at this gem of  a 
bookstore . . . in addition, you’ll 
meet new friends, learn new 
things and have fun. We provide 
light refreshments from Frank-
lin restaurants. We are a multi-
generational, member-driven 
organization and are always ex-
cited to welcome new faces and 

new ideas. 
R e s i d e n t s 
of  Franklin, 
or any sur-
r o u n d i n g 
town that 
doesn’t have 
a Newcom-
ers Club, 
are welcome 
to join us. 
In addition 
to our bi-monthly meetings, we 
hold fun and varied events to 
stay connected throughout the 
year. Look for us on social media 
for more information: https://
www.meetup.com/franklin-
newcomers-friends/ https://
www.facebook.com/Franklin-
NewcomersFriendsClub.
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Quick. Seamless. Convenient.

An SBA loan from Dean Bank is all the above. 
As a small business owner, you’ve worked hard for everything you’ve got. Your 
space, your equipment, your carefully crafted team. Occasionally, you need extra 
cash to supplement that carefully crafted operation and small business loans are 
a great option to ease the stress of business ownership.

We know your business can’t wait. Apply for a loan and enjoy:
• Quick responses: 24-to-48-hour response time on your loan of up to $100,000
• Seamless process: no pauses or breaks in your lending experience
• Service catered to your business needs
• Convenient closings that come to you 

That’s the Dean Difference.

Member FDIC   Member DIF   NMLS#412095

deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088

Speak to an SBA 
Lender today:

Model Train Exhibit Continues 
through Mid-January

If  you haven’t had a chance 
to see the H-O Scale model train 
exhibit at the Franklin Historical 
Museum, you have until Sunday, 
January 14th. Don’t miss your 
chance to experience a look back 
at what life on the rails looked 
like in Franklin circa 1932.

Our Second Sunday Speaker 
Series will feature a double 
header. Joe Landry will present a 
talk on the history of  the Thom-
son Press Building and the com-
panies that previously occupied 
the building. The building is one 
of  the meticulously reproduced 
structures in the diorama pres-
ently on display at the museum. 
A follow up presentation will be 

given by commission member 
and creator of  the train exhibit, 
Scott Mason, on the process of  
producing his historically accu-
rate display. The presentations 
will be followed by a Q&A ses-
sion. If  you love the hobby and 
the craft, this is a great opportu-
nity to speak with a local master. 

The museum is open Satur-
day mornings from 10 a.m. – 1 
p.m. and Sunday afternoons 
from 1-4 p.m. Our Second Sun-
day Speaker Series, on Sunday 
January 14, will begin at 1:15. 
Admission and events are al-
ways free and open to the pub-
lic. When visiting the museum, 
please consider a donation of  a 

non-perishable 
food item for 
the Franklin 
Food Pantry. 

Ben Franklin Book Week Kicks Off at 
Franklin Historical Museum

The Town of  Franklin’s 
great claim to fame is that 
it is the first town named 
for the great 18th century 
polymath, Benjamin Frank-
lin, born January 17, 1706. 
Ben Franklin, in his wisdom, 
repaid the compliment of  
the town with a generous 
gift of  books which the 
town’s people turned into 
the first free public lending 
library in North America. 
The town’s relationships to 
books and education was 
further cemented by Hor-
ace Mann, the ”father” of  
American Public education, 
who educated himself  in large 
part through the books donated 
by Ben. The library’s future 
was sustained by people like 
Oliver Dean, who also founded 
Dean Academy (now Dean Col-
lege). In addition, thanks to this 
‘learned core’ of  people and 
books, a number of  important 
authors and writers have called 
Franklin home.

Today, with the town’s growth 
and a renewed focus on arts and 
culture, our literary and library 
past should be celebrated and 
our embrace of  and support for 
those who write, whether they 
be poets, novelists, essayists, his-
torians, or humorists – and those 
who appreciate their words, 
whether through reading, listen-
ing, or performance, needs to be 
emphasized.

The Franklin Historical 
Museum is a lead sponsor of  
the new Ben Franklin Book 
Week, which will include a 
full public reading of  Ben 
Franklin’s autobiography, 
featuring volunteer readers 
on his birthday, Wednesday, 
January 17th. Many other 
events are planned that week 
at the museum and at our 
partners, the Franklin Public 
Library and Escape into Fic-
tion Book Store. Watch the 
event website for details at 
www.benfranklinbookweek.
com as well as the museum’s 
Facebook page. 

This inaugural BFBW is made 
possible by a grant from the 
Franklin Cultural District Com-
mittee. This will be the first of  
an annual event geared towards 
honoring our town’s namesake 
and educating our community 
and students of  the many contri-
butions Ben Franklin made to our 
country as an ambassador and to 
the world as a printer, publisher 
and scientist. 
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**APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. **New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

Family owned and operated since 1954Family owned and operated since 1954

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & gas 

fired  
equipment

Programs
•  Flexible pricing 

and budget 
programs

•  Ask about our 
Veteran, Military, 
Police and Fire 
discount

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Installations
•  Oil & propane 

heating systems 
and water 
heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Give us a call today!Give us a call today!  
800-649-5949 800-649-5949 

info@medwayoilpropane.cominfo@medwayoilpropane.com

Your neighbors have voted usYour neighbors have voted us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  
Call today to learn more about  Call today to learn more about  
our services!our services!

Be Sure to Ask About our New Customer ProgramBe Sure to Ask About our New Customer Program

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane* 
FREE: $100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan*

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

Franklin Cultural District Gets $15k of $810k State “Pie” 
This article first appeared in and is used 

courtesy of  The Franklin Observer, 
(https://franklinobserver.town.news)
By alan earls

At Gloucester Stage Com-
pany, Mass Cultural Council 
hosted an event with local and 
state officials and cultural part-
ners to announce and celebrate 
$810,000 in new grant funding 
to 54 state-designated cultural 
districts. These districts, located 
in host communities in every 
region of  the Commonwealth, 
will receive awards from the Fis-
cal Year 2024 Cultural District 
Investment Grant Program. The 
grants are intended to encour-
age the development and suc-
cess of  the cultural districts and 
foster local cultural preservation.

Speakers and attendees at to-
day’s event celebrating $810,000 
in new grant funding to 54 state-
designated cultural districts at 
Gloucester Stage Company.

“Using creativity as a foun-
dation, our cultural districts 
have proven themselves as driv-
ers of  economic activity within 
communities,” said Michael J. 
Bobbitt, Executive Director, 

Mass Cultural Council. “With 
this investment, we’re not only 
supporting the creative and cul-
tural sector, but the communi-
ties that host cultural districts 
as they continue to leverage 
their unique character to attract 
visitors and support economic 
growth.”

As the Commonwealth’s in-
dependent state arts agency, 
Mass Cultural Council is 
charged with bolstering the cre-
ative and cultural sector, thereby 
advancing economic vitality, 
supporting transformational 
change, and celebrating, pre-
serving, and inspiring creativity 
across all Massachusetts com-
munities. The Agency pursues 
this mission through a broad 
range of  programs, services, ad-
vocacy, and the equitable invest-
ment of  public resources.

In this round, 54 cultural dis-
tricts received $15,000 each to 
support activities and goals such 
as marketing and promotion; ca-
pacity building; artist or vendor 
fees; the development or imple-
mentation of  creative commu-
nity placemaking or public art; 
collaborative cultural policy or 

strategic planning processes; 
and community-engaged and 
informed data collection and/
or reporting.

Established in 2011 by an 
act of  the state Legislature, 
state-designated cultural dis-
tricts drive economic growth, 
strengthen our communities’ 
distinctive local character, and 
improve the quality of  life for 
families across Massachusetts. 
By supporting cultural and 
creative experiences, cultural 
districts attract tourists and en-
trepreneurs, which in turn help 
cities and towns develop their 
cultural sector and expand their 
tax base. Cultural districts are 
navigable areas with a density 
of  cultural facilities, activities, 
and assets. They act as hubs of  
cultural, artistic, and economic 
activity, and offer a place-based 
identity to collaborative commu-
nity initiatives.

Representatives of  Glouces-
ter’s two state-designated cul-
tural districts, Rocky Neck and 
Harbortown, spoke at the event 
to detail the impact the grant 
will have in the community.

“Mass Cultural Council’s 
Cultural District initiative has 
been a catalyst for collaboration 
among nonprofit arts organiza-
tions, individual artists and art 
makers, small businesses, and 
municipal leadership,” said 
Christopher Griffith of  the 
Rocky Neck Cultural District. 
“This investment has allowed 
Rocky Neck and Harbortown 
Cultural Districts to collectively 
invite residents and visitors from 
afar to join local artists in cele-
brating the culture surrounding 
Gloucester’s harbor.”

“As one of  the few municipal-
ities blessed to host two cultural 
districts in the Commonwealth, 
Gloucester has a unique and 
intimate understanding of  the 
power of  culture within our 
community,” said Michael De 
Koster of  the Harbortown 
Cultural District. “Whether in 
iconic Harbortown or historic 
Rocky Neck, our cultural dis-

tricts create economic stability 
and raise the quality of  life for 
local residents, all while cele-
brating the creatives, artists, and 
cultural institutions that define 
Gloucester. The investment in 
the Massachusetts Cultural Dis-
tricts is the driving force in our 
placemaking strategy, enabling a 
weekly summer Culture Splash 
community event that highlights 
our district to visitors and locals 
alike.”

Mass Cultural Council 
was also joined by Gloucester 
Mayor Greg Verga and staff  
representatives for the offices of  
State Senator Bruce E. Tarr (R- 
Gloucester) and State Represen-
tative Ann-Margaret Ferrante 
(D- Gloucester) to celebrate to-
day’s awards.

“Cultural programs, activi-
ties, initiatives and businesses 
not only enhance our qual-
ity of  life, they are engines of  
our economy, driving it toward 
growth, economic development, 
and jobs,” said Senator Bruce 
E. Tarr (R-Gloucester). “These 

CULTURAL
continued on page 11 
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Your Money, Your Independence 

If You Fail To Plan, You Are Planning To Fail.

Making New Year’s resolu-
tions to improve your financial 
wellness in 2024? 

Do they look familiar to last 
year’s?  

As Ben Franklin repeatedly 
said, “If  you fail to plan, you are 
planning to fail”. 

Let’s help you start by recog-
nizing questionable resolutions, 
including three destined for 
failure plus what should be con-
sidered for successful planning 
outcomes. 

Bad Resolution: Need to start 
buying “X” to grow my money.

Before buying “X”, how does 
fit into your investment strategy 
within your financial plan? 

Over the last 4 years, crypto, 
I bonds, meme stocks and cash 
have had their shiny object mo-
ments with investors chasing. 

If  to start 2023 one moved 
their investment strategy to cash 
based on 2022 performance of  
stocks and bonds, well… past 
performance is no guarantee of  
future results.   

Yes, interest rates rose, and 
one could find ~4-5% CD’s. Yet, 
through December 15, 2023 on 
Year-To Date returns, several 
equity indices have significantly 
outpaced, and certain bond in-
dices have done as well or better.   

Recall as treasury yields fall 
in anticipation of  Federal Re-
serve action and/or economic 
outlook, bond funds and ETFs 
participate in this inverse rela-
tionship - interest rates fall, bond 
prices rise. When bond prices 
rise, this increases the value of  
bond funds/ETFs. Just like in 
2022, when rates rose, value of  
bond funds/ETFs fell. 

Better Resolution: Need to save 
___% and take ____ risk with in-
vestments to reach ____  goal. 

To truly build assets, you 
need to save a specific percent-
age each year, take opportunis-
tic or measured (less) risks AND 
invest towards your established 
goal(s), not performance that 
occurred the year before or one 
market benchmark.  

Bad Resolution: Pay down debt. 
Sounds important, but is it? 

It depends. Tax deductions, in-
terest rates, duration, fixed or 

variable, inflation, deflation, de-
preciation, and impact to your 
future cash flow ensure all debt 
is not equal. 

Better Resolution: Execute a 
debt reduction plan. 

Access all debt, then prioritize 
on high-interest debt, variable 
rates, and unsecured. If  down 
to a 3% or lower mortgage, 2% 
auto loans, and a MassSave at 
0%, then maintain required 
payments, reap benefits of  low, 
fixed rates in an inflationary en-
vironment and allocate towards 
investments outpacing those 
rates over time. 

An exception, if  not at ~40% 
home equity ownership, can 
make a case to get there and 
open a  HELOC. Beyond flex-
ibility to access equity built and 
lower total interest paid, can 
eliminate the opportunity costs 
of  a large cash position for the 
“what ifs” in life.

Bad Resolution: Do more for my 
retirement.

Buy a lottery ticket, as greater 
chance of  success than this 
vague “lose weight” resolution 
tossed by January 10th. 

Better Resolution: How do I 
retire at 55 or semi-retire in 5 years. 

Now you’re analyzing cash 
flows, balance sheet, contribu-
tion rates, investment alloca-
tions, taxation, work benefits, 
college funding, planning for 

the unexpected and desired 
lifestyle with expenses in retire-
ment. You’ll establish a set of  
base facts, allowing to then cre-
ate scenarios, see projections, re-
verse engineer action steps, and 
track goals within timelines. 

Aggressive timelines create 
urgency, leading to actions that 
bring you closer the ultimate 
retirement accomplishment - 
choice.  

Now ask yourself, are your 
resolutions the same as last year? 

What different actions are 
you going to take to make a dif-
ference? 

Know what Einstein said 
about doing the same thing over 
and over and expecting different 
results. 

Maybe it’s time to socialize 
your goals, set monthly action 
items to create fresh start mo-

ments and leverage an account-
ability partner (i.e. Certified 
Financial Planner) to make your 
2024 resolutions happen.  

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

Chelsea provides expert legal counsel 
for home buyers and sellers. Her low flat 
fee includes full representation including: 
drafting and negotiating Purchase & Sale 
Agreements (P&S), Deed, reviewing 
closing disclosures, and attending 
closing with you or on your behalf.

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING? 
Hire an experienced local attorney to protect 

the biggest investment of your life!

Contact Chelsea for all of your conveyancing needs!
Chelsea@hornungscimone.com

508-651-1090 x27

- Wellness care
- Preventative medicine
- Routine & specialty surgery
- Ultrasounds & echocardiograms
- Massage therapy
- Laser therapy
- Same day appointments

The Franklin Rotary Club of 
Franklin MA Plans 5th Annual 
Valentine’s Brunch
Event Slated for February 10, 2024

The Rotary Club of  Franklin MA is proud to 
announce that their annual Valentine’s Brunch is 
slated for February 10, 2024. 

All Franklin Senior’s and residents of  Franklin 
Housing Authority are welcome to join The Frank-
lin Rotary Club as their special guests, for their 4th 
Annual Senior Valentine Brunch where seniors will 
be treated to a delicious, homemade Valentine’s 
brunch. 

Seniors are urged to enter their names on a sign-
up so that no one is left out. Sign-up sheets may 
found at the following locations: 

• Central Park Terrace, 1000 Central Park Ter-
race, Franklin, MA

• Franklin Senior Center, 10 Daniel McCahill 
Street, Franklin, MA

The Rotary Club International is a non-profit 
organization made up of  a diverse group of  men 
and women “who come together to create positive, 
lasting change in our communities and around the 
world.” https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary

If  you would like more information about our 
organization or interested in attending a meeting, 
please contact Diane Padula at padularotary@
gmail.com, and she will make arrangements 
for you to be a guest at one of  Rotary’s upcom-
ing meetings. Rotary members meet the first and 
third Tuesdays of  each month, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at 
The Rome Restaurant, 4 East Central Street (Rte. 
140), Franklin, MA. You may also visit our website:  
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/3689.



Page 10   Franklin Local Town Pages  |  www.franklintownnews.com  January 2024

TRANSFER TO DEAN,

PURSUE YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE

Generous transfer 
scholarships and flexible 

transfer credit policy

96% of graduates are 
employed or enrolled 

in graduate school

Small class  
sizes averaging  

16 students

Free and fee-based 
academic and learning 

support services available

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR JANUARY 2024!
Visit dean.edu/beabulldog or call (508) 541-1508. Franklin, MA
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. January 31, 2024 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. January 31, 2024

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

grants are investments that will 
pay enormous dividends in the 
days ahead, and spur even more 
interest in this sector.”

“Cape Ann has a long history 
of  cultural contributions to the 
Commonwealth, country, and 
world, especially from Rocky 
Neck, one of  the oldest continu-
ously operating art colonies in 
the United States. Our commu-
nities have inspired and trained 
many homegrown artists into 
the nation’s collective of  Ameri-
can impressionists. At the same 
time, some of  the nation’s best 
impressionists were drawn to 
Cape Ann because of  the spe-
cial illumination that its natural 
light had on Cape Ann’s land 
and seascapes,” said Represen-
tative Ann-Margaret Ferrante 
(D-Gloucester). “Our artistic 
and cultural communities con-
tinue to offer tremendous poten-
tial to foster economic growth 
and preserve our unique cul-
tural assets and traditions. With 
these grants, the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council recognizes and 
celebrates the power of  culture 
here on Cape Ann and across 
the Commonwealth.”

“Gloucester’s cultural dis-
tricts, Harbortown and Rocky 
Neck, reflect our City’s cel-
ebrated arts community, rich 
heritage, and unique identity,” 
said Gloucester Mayor Greg 
Verga. “I am grateful for Mass 
Cultural Council’s continued 
support of  Gloucester’s lively 
cultural districts. These hubs of  
culture and community play an 
important role in highlighting 
our character while attracting 
residents and visitors alike to at-
tend cultural events or visit our 
local businesses.”

In the dozen years since the 
Massachusetts Cultural District 
Initiative was signed into law, 
the Agency’s governing Council 
has approved 55 cultural dis-
tricts in communities statewide.

Working with staff dedicated 
to Mass Cultural Council’s 
Community Initiative, last year 
(FY23) our vibrant network of  
state-designated cultural dis-
tricts reported on their eco-
nomic impact, including:

• More than 1.3 million at-
tendees to their programs 
and events

• More than 200 new busi-
nesses and/or organizations 
opened within their bound-
aries

• An increase in overall visita-
tion

• Paying more than $600,000 
directly to local artists

The success of  the Initiative 
is being noticed. In September 
the Massachusetts Cultural Dis-
trict Initiative received the 2023 
Urbanism Award from the New 
England Chapter of  the Con-
gress for New Urbanism (CNU 
New England).

Mass Cultural Council is 
proud to partner with, cel-
ebrate, and support Massachu-
setts’ cultural districts. Cities 
or towns interested in learning 
more about the Initiative are en-
couraged to connect with their 
assigned Community Initiative 
staff member.

CULTURAL
continued from page 8

Charges Filed in Case of 
“Missing” 15-Year-Old 

This article first appeared in and 
is used courtesy of  The Franklin 
Observer, (https://franklinobserver.
town.news)

When a 15-year-old Franklin, 
Mass. resident who had been 
missing since October 10th was 
found safe on October 21st, 
Franklin Police warned that there 
might be charges filed in the mat-
ter, and now that has happened, 
according to Deputy Police 
Chief  James West.

Based upon the Police  inves-
tigation, it appears the girl left 
her residence on October 10, of  
her own free will as a run-away. 
Eventually, after a tip reached the 
police, she was found at a resi-
dence in Hopkinton on October 
21. While it appears she was not 
coerced, adults helped her and a 
juvenile apparently misled police.  

The following charges were 
submitted this week relative to 
the case:

Alison Caruso (8/23/1975)
8 Independence Way, Apartment 
#124, Franklin, MA

> C119 S63a/b Conceal/
Harbor a Fleeing Child 
(Dedham Juvenile Court)

> C119 S62-1 Contributing to 
the Delinquency of  a Minor 
(Dedham Juvenile Court)

> C265 S13B Witness/Juror/
Police/Court Official, In-
timidate (Wrentham District 
Court)

> C265 S13L Reckless Endan-
germent of  Child (Wren-
tham District Court)

Andrew Conway 1/1/1966
5 Constitution Ct, Apt #410 
Hopkinton, MA 

> C119 S63a/b Harbor/Con-
ceal a Fleeing Child (Ded-
ham Juvenile Court)

> C119 S62-1 Contributing to 
the Delinquency of  a Minor 
(Dedham Juvenile Court)

An unnamed juvenile was 
charged with: C265 S13B Wit-
ness/Juror/Police/Court Of-
ficial, Intimidate (Dedham 
Juvenile Court)
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College Application Decisions 
This is the time of  year when 

students start to hear back from 
their colleges. Congratulations 
to all the students who have re-
ceived acceptances! Students are 
also receiving decisions where 
they have either been deferred, 
waitlisted, or denied, which is 
hard to not take personally, but 
think of  it in this way, in 2023 
UCLA received 145,900 applica-
tions and only accepted 12,780. 
So, focus on what can be done. 

If you are ACCEPTED: 

• If  you have been accepted at 
your Early Decision college, 
which is a binding agree-
ment, your decision has been 
made. You will need to with-
draw all other applications 
immediately.   

• For Early Action, Regular 
Decision, and Rolling Ad-
mission acceptances, you do 
not need to commit imme-
diately. Carefully weigh the 
pros and cons of  each col-
lege before you make your 
final decision.  

• May 1st is National Decision 
Day, the final day that you 
can submit a non-refundable 
deposit to a college (except 
for early decision and trans-
fer students). 

• Many universities grant early 
priority status in housing and 
roommate selection for stu-
dents who commit early.

 If you are DEFERRED: 

• A deferral means the college 
wants to review your appli-
cation again with the regular 
decision pool of  applicants. 
A deferral is not a rejection, 
and it does not mean there is 
something wrong with your 
application.

• There are generally 2 main 
reasons why a college issues 
a deferral. For some students, 
their senior year academic 
performance is critical in 
the college’s decision, so 1st 
semester grades are needed. 
Second, the student falls 
in the middle of  the pack 
academically and the col-
lege wants to compare the 
student’s application to the 
overall applicant pool.  

• The deferral letter will in-
clude the protocol for your 
next steps in the application 
process. The deferral letter 
may state that no further 
action is needed; however, 
some schools will allow ad-
ditional materials to be 
submitted, such as a new 

recommendation letter, an 
updated resume, test scores, 
or a Letter of  Continued 
Interest (LOCI). When writ-
ing the LOCI be very col-
lege specific by citing exact 
reasons why you and XYZ 
University are a good match.

• Meet with your guidance 
counselor and ask for feed-
back. They often have good 
relationships with the college 
admission representatives 
and will be able to provide 
insight on how to best move 
forward.

•  Finally, assess your current 
college list to determine if  
there are colleges on your 
list where you can already 
achieve your goals. 

If you are WAITLISTED:

• If  you are waitlisted, you 
have met the college criteria 
for acceptance, but the col-
lege is limited in spaces.    

• If  you are still interested in 
the college, accept the col-
lege’s waitlist offer.

• You can also email your col-
lege admissions representa-
tive and express your interest 
in the college. Consider pro-

viding additional recom-
mendation letters or any 
new academic achievements 
to support your application 
review. 

• Consider: According to 
NACAC (National Associa-
tion for College Admission 
Counseling) 20% of  all stu-
dents who chose to remain 
on waitlists were ultimately 
admitted.

 If you are DENIED:  

• Give yourself  time to grieve, 
especially if  it was your 
dream school. 

• You are still in the game. 
Review your college list and 
determine if  you want to 
apply to additional colleges. 
Several colleges have Regu-
lar Decision deadlines on 
January 15, February 1 and 
15. Additionally, ED II and 
EA II are options.   

• Many schools would be 
thrilled to have you as a 
student, so review what col-
lege criteria are important to 
you and where you feel like 
you would genuinely fit in 
academically, socially, and fi-
nancially. Collegeboard.org, 
Niche.com, and your high 
school’s college platform are 
3 useful resources to research 

additional colleges. 
• Be certain that the new addi-

tions are balanced with likely 
and probable admit schools. 

Remember, it is important to 
focus on what can be done, in-
stead of  dwelling on the “what 
ifs.”  The goal of  the college pro-
cess is to find and attend a college 
that is a right-fit for YOU where 
you will be happy- and with a 
little extra work you can accom-
plish this goal.  

Good luck and enjoy the jour-
ney!   

College 101 Admissions 
Consultants LLC. Website:  
www.mycollege101.com.  Email: 
t racy@mycol lege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and 
Tracy Sullivan of College 101 
Admissions Consultants

131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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EXPLORE
DESIGN & STYLE

At Floor & Decor you’ll find the 
latest trends at everyday low 
prices. We have thousands of 
styles for any budget. We even 
offer free Design Services to help 
get you started. Stop by today!

BELLINGHAM
 217 Hartford Ave

774-295-2059

VISIT ONE OF OUR 4 
OTHER BOSTON STORES

flooranddecor.com
Shrewsbury - Coming Soon!

Franklin Family Donates Hundreds of Books to 
Brigham & Women’s Early Literacy Program

Franklin, MA residents Adrianna and Joe Costanzo 
know firsthand how to handle the unexpected curve-
balls that life can throw at you. Their son Anthony, now 
a healthy three-year old boy, spent four months in the 
NICU after he was born three months premature - just 
months after the onset of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

The COVID-19 pandemic’s safety precautions added 
another layer of  complexity to baby Anthony’s NICU 
stay at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. Adrianna and 
Joe couldn’t visit him at the same time, they had to be 
masked, and their family couldn’t meet the baby yet. 

“It was tough, but everyone made us feel comfortable 
and were so caring, all the way from the nurses and doc-
tors to the security guards at the front desk,” said Adri-
anna. The experience was tough for them, but the care 
from the staff helped them to feel more comfortable.

During that time, the new parents found that regularly 
reading aloud to Anthony helped them bond as a family 
and offered a reprieve from the uncertainty that accom-
panies having a baby in the NICU. 

“Early on, when we couldn’t hold him because he was 
so tiny, the nurses suggested opening up the sides of  the 
incubator so he could hear our voices,” Adrianna said. 
“I would adjust the chair, so I was right next to him and 
read. If  he was having a bad day, I swear, hearing our 
voice or reading a book, helped calm him down; and it 
calmed us down too.” Anthony’s favorite book, then and 
now, is Goodnight, Goodnight Construction Site

With the holidays around the corner, the 
family wanted to do something to support families who 
are in the NICU now.  Joe and Adrianna invited their 
friends and families to purchase children’s books and re-
cently donated 332 books, each with a special message on 
the back, for parents to read to their newborns. Anthony, 
who is still an enthusiastic reader, was there to help his 
parents drop off the books. 

This was their first gift, but the family hopes to make 
the drive an annual event and aims to double the number 
of  books donated next year. The donation is a critical 
contribution to the hospital’s early literacy and reading 
initiative at Brigham’s NICU known as the Brigham Baby 
Academy (BBA). 

“With the specific book that they get, I hope the par-
ents will always remember reading that book to them just 
like we did with Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction 
Site. Whenever I read that to him now, I’ll think back to 
when he was in the NICU. It makes you feel so grateful to 
be able to look at your child, no matter what the situation 
is, and be able to say ‘Hey, my son or daughter is home 
with me right now and I’m reading to him.’” The dona-
tion is a critical contribution to the hospital’s early literacy 
and reading initiative at Brigham’s NICU known as the 
Brigham Baby Academy (BBA), founded by neonatologist 
Dr. Carmina Erdei. For more information about the ini-
tiative, visit https://www.longwoodcollective.org/news/
brigham-baby-academy .

Adrianna and Joe Costanzo, of Franklin, shown here with 
their son, Anthony, born three months early, have given 
back to Brigham & Women’s NICU by donating 332 books 
to an early literacy and reading initiative known as the 
Brigham Baby Academy (BBA).
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IRT-4395H-A 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Can I withdraw 
funds? Can I 
convert my 
account? How 
can I generate 
income?

Are your retirement 
accounts following 
your investment 
strategy? Call or email 
me today, and let's 
make sure you're still 
on track.

Kevin L Johnson 
Financial Advisor
205 E Central St Suite 10 
Franklin, MA 02038-1364 
508-346-3750

~Over 36 Years Experience~
Residential & Commercial

From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoofing.com
UXBRIDGE, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907    HIC#160483

Our Roofs will weather the storm!

ROOFING • VINYL SIDING • WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.
Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille. No outside salesman!

The b.LUXE beauty beat
“Can you squeeze me in?” Sure we can!
By Gina WOelfel

Even though “squeeze” is not 
our preferred term at b.LUXE 
to describe how we work your 
appointment into our schedule; 
it is what we do. “Squeeze” may 
imply that your appointment is 
rushed or lacks attention to de-
tail, but that’s never the case. We 
understand how important your 
hair is to your self-confidence 
and know that you want to look 
and feel your best. 

Clients often wait to book an 
appointment because they’re 
uncertain about their schedules 
or when their hair needs ser-
vicing. These are entirely valid 
reasons to delay booking. How-
ever, if  you need a last-minute 
appointment, stylists often book 
out weeks in advance, and it can 
be challenging to find larger 
blocks of  time for colors and 
cuts. 

As much as we’d like to wave 
a magic wand and create your 
desired appointment, it may not 
be possible with your regular 
hair stylist. But fret not! With 
our creative scheduling, we can 
slide you into our rotation with 
the same high-quality service, 
regardless of  your last-minute 
booking.  

At b.LUXE, our stylists are 
categorized into four levels: train-
ing stylists, junior stylists, stylists, 
and senior stylists. If  you’re un-
able to book an appointment 
with your regular provider, 
there’s no need to worry. You 
can always choose to receive ser-
vices from another stylist without 
feeling uncomfortable. In fact, 
we encourage it!  We believe in 
working together as a team and 
never refer to clients as “mine” 
or “yours,” only “ours.” If  you 
have to book with someone else 
or even a hairdresser who’s at a 
different level, our junior staff 
works under the supervision of  
our senior stylists. They’ll have 
all the details from your last visit, 
which we meticulously record 
every time you have your hair 
done. So, if  you’re flexible with 
whose chair you sit in, we can 
easily fit you in.

b.LUXE offers the most com-
prehensive educational experi-
ence to graduates and students 
close to completing their cos-
metology studies in Massachu-
setts. Every Monday, we provide 
hands-on education in the salon 
to ensure that our assistants re-
ceive practical training to get 
them on the floor as soon as pos-

sible. Our experienced senior 
staff supervises the assistants and 
trains them in the most cutting-
edge techniques in the industry. 
We believe in providing a com-
plete beauty experience to our 
junior team members, which 
includes assisting our stylists with 
their scheduled clients. This sym-
biotic relationship expands our 
availability and allows our more 
experienced staff to get you into 
their chair while passing on their 
knowledge and skills to the assis-
tants.

We can also offer you two sep-
arate appointments with two dif-
ferent stylists on the same day or, 
if  needed, on two separate days. 
This flexibility is particularly 
helpful for important occasions 
when two mini-appointments are 
the perfect solution. We maintain 
an active waitlist and cancella-
tion list that are updated daily, 
so it’s essential that we have your 
most up-to-date contact informa-
tion on file. 

What we hope you take away 
from this month’s Beauty Beat is 
that with a little bit of  commu-
nication and some flexibility, we 
can help you get your hair done 
and love how it looks!

We are delighted to share that 
our studio has had its most suc-
cessful year to date in 2023, and 
we cannot wait to reveal what 
we have in store for you in next 
month’s Beauty Beat (It’s Galen-
tine’s Day!!!) We owe our success 
to our amazing clients and read-
ers who have always supported 
us, and we hope to give back to 
you even more in 2024!

Happy New Year!
The b.LUXE Beauty Team

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Can you squeeze me in?

b.LUXE Hair & Makeup
bLUXE.com   (508) 321-1624
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Our staff takes pride in our attention to detail, honesty &
respect of your personal property! FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES

CALL or TEXT JP: 508-570-8222 or CJ: 508-570-1800
EMAIL: joy-kojanitorialservice@gmail.com

IS YOUR OFFICE HOLIDAY READY?

JoyKo Janitorial Services
OFFERS COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Property Management/Security Checks
Specialize in Top to Bottom Cleaning • Move-in, Move out

Post Construction Cleaning • Pressure Washing
Stripping & Waxing Floors • Window Cleaning

~New Year Specials!~
25% OFF

ANY Cleaning Service

25% OFF
1st Week of ANY Cleaning Service Fees

CARPET CLEANING 3 Rooms for 
ONLY $149

(DRY FOAM SYSTEMS)FULLY INSURED & BONDED
OWNER OPERATED

Tri-County Seniors Receive John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarships

Fifty-nine members of  the 
Tri-County Regional Vocational 
Technical HS Class of  2024 re-
cently were notified that they 
are recipients of  the John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarship. The 
prestigious award provides tu-
ition assistance to those attending 
four and two-year Massachusetts 
colleges and universities. 

Adams Scholarship eligibility 
is determined on MCAS per-
formance. Nearly 27% of  the 
Class of  2024 received the honor 
meaning in Grade 10 they at-
tained “advanced” performance 
in at least one of  the three 
major categories (English Lan-
guage Arts, Math, STE: Biology, 
Chemistry, Introductory Phys-
ics or Technology/Engineering. 

In addition, the recipients must 
have attained proficient status in 
the remaining two assessments. 

“The entire Tri-County 
community is proud of  these 
students for attaining this pres-
tigious honor,” Superintendent 
Dr. Karen Maguire said. “It is a 
testament nor only to them and 
their hard work but our faculty 
and staff for putting them in a 
position to succeed.”

Tri-County proudly services 
the communities of  Franklin, 
Medfield, Medway, Millis, Nor-
folk, North Attleboro, Plainville, 
Seekonk, Sherborn, Walpole and 
Wrentham. For more, visit the 
school online at www.tri-county.
us or any of  our social media 
platforms.

Class of 2024 Adams 
Scholar Recipients Listed 
by Community

Attleboro
Dayrin Cardona, Amiyah 

Kincey, Ashley Umanzor-Mar-
tinez.
Bellingham

Eduarda Defigueiredo
Franklin

Samuel Bernheart, Seth 
Canzano, Ava Cossette, Shawn 
Dignan, Eden Dumas, Nicho-
las Ewanchuk, Camden Lallier, 
Torin McCarthy, Aiven Nichols, 
Savannah Nosek, Lino Pirrotta.
Medway

Sinead Bergeron, Zachary 
Davis, Zachary Lawrence

Milford
Destiny Carroll

Millis
Samuel Noonan

North Attleboro
Carol Abdel Alrhim, Shaelyn 

Caffrey, Kaylee Chouinard, 
Samuel DeForest, Kaitlynn 
DiChiara, Caroline Fontanez, 
Samantha Geddry, Alexis 
Hubert, Benjamin Kaluzny, 
Devin, Leber, Samantha 
McCarthy, Rebekah Paine, 
Isabelle Plante, Raiana Willis, 
Jonah Yeaton, Ivy Young.
Norfolk

Noah Renner

Plainville
Dominic Crisafi, Alkfonso 

Gomnez, Cameron Jon es, 
Matthew Noonan, Andrew 
Pavidis, Ashley Sedam.
Seekonk

Peyton Griffin, Samuel 
Marcotte, Hope Thibault, Travis 
Turner.
Walpole

James Hazeldine, Sophia 
Holbrook, Erik Larson, Logan 
Loconto, Ethan Roco, Rose 
Tripp, Alexander Vasilyev, Lucas 
Volpe, Diana Yanes.

Wrentham
Molly McDermott, Hailey 

McLeod, Callie Schweitzer.

Senators Markey, Paul Celebrate Bipartisan Committee 
Passage of Lifesaving Methadone Expansion Legislation   

MOTAA Would Allow Doc-
tors Outside Opioid Treatment 
Programs to Prescribe Metha-
done that Could Be Picked Up 
at a Pharmacy 

 Washington, D.C. (Decem-
ber 12, 2023) – Senator Edward 
J. Markey (D-Mass.), chair of  the 
Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions (HELP) Subcommit-
tee on Primary Health and Re-
tirement Security, and Senator 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.) issued the fol-
lowing statement after the Sen-
ate HELP Committee passed 
the Modernizing Opioid Treatment 
Access Act (MOTAA), legislation 
to allow board certified addic-
tion medicine and addiction 
psychiatry doctors registered 
with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) to pre-
scribe methadone that patients 
could pick up at a pharmacy. 
The bipartisan legislation would 
represent the first major reform 
to methadone in half  a century 
and is supported by hundreds of  
clinicians and medical organiza-
tions.  

“Methadone for opioid use 
disorder is locked behind arcane 
laws that criminalize and stigma-
tize people in recovery. The ex-
perts and evidence are clear: this 
outdated system is costing lives, 
and we should no longer stand 
by as outdated federal law keeps 

people from treatment they need 
no matter where they live. We 
are pleased that my colleagues 
are joining with me in passing 
the Modernizing Opioid Treatment 
Access Act. Together, we took an 
essential step toward reducing 
stigma, expanding access, and 
saving lives in communities all 
across the country. We will keep 
fighting until the Modernizing 
Opioid Treatment Access Act is 
signed into law.”  

In March, Senators Mar-
key and Paul, along with Rep-
resentatives Donald Norcross 
(NJ-01) and Don Bacon (NE-
02) introduced their biparti-
san and bicameral MOTAA. 
In December 2022, Senator 
Markey secured his biparti-
san Opioid Treatment Access Act 
(OTAA)—legislation that re-
duces wait times for patients 
qualifying for methadone medi-
cation treatment and expands 
access to methadone clinics—
into the end-of-year omnibus 
spending package. That same 
month, Senator Markey also ap-
plauded proposed changes by 
the Department of  Health and 
Human Services to remove bar-
riers to OUD treatment, such as 
allowing people to take home 
doses of  methadone medica-
tion, which are key provisions 
included in the OTAA.   
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The Cataract Surgery Center of Milford
The Gold Standard for Surgical Eyecare 

By: rOGer M. KalDaWy, M.D. 
MilfOrD franKlin eye Center

The Milford-Franklin Eye 
Center - Cataract Surgery Cen-
ter of  Milford is pleased to an-
nounce our recertification by 
the American Association for 
Accreditation of  Ambulatory 
Surgery Facilities (QUADA). 
This accreditation authority sets 
the Gold Standard and certifies 
thousands of  facilities worldwide. 
We received no deficiencies, 
achieved full compliance, and 
earned a perfect score.

An accreditation certification 
by QUADA provides peace of  
mind, indicating our surgery cen-
ter’s highest standards in patient 
safety, surgical results, infectious 
disease control, and healthcare 
quality. We take pride in our 
staff’s success in navigating this 
extremely strict and tedious pro-

cess.
Milford-Franklin Eye Center 

has been delivering excellent eye 
care to the community for four 
decades. With offices in Mil-
ford, Franklin, and Millis, along 
with our award-winning surgery 
center in Milford and a support 
staff of  60, we stand as the lead-
ing medical and surgical eye care 
center in the area and one of  
the major eye care centers in the 
State. We are also one of  the rare 
ophthalmology practices to own 
and operate our surgical center, 
the Cataract Surgery Center of  
Milford. No longer do you need 
to travel miles and hours for cat-
aract surgery! Our experienced 
eye physicians/surgeons, along 
with four optometrists, provide 
comprehensive and excellent eye 
care for the entire family.

Milford-Franklin Eye Cen-
ter acknowledges that you have 

choices when it comes to eye 
care. We set ourselves apart by 
focusing on excellent and ad-
vanced eye care and treating our 
patients as if  each one is family. 
Our surgical results rival those 
of  major centers in Boston, and 
we can prove it. We are deeply 
rooted in the community, most of  
us living here, and our primary 
focus is to serve the community. 
While some competing ‘fran-
chise’ practices have a satellite 
office in the area with an occa-
sional ophthalmologist, we are 
here full-time, five days a week, 
with an eye surgeon ready to see 
you in case of  an emergency. Did 
you know that seeing a surgeon 
from a ‘franchise’ practice means 
you are outside their referral net-
work and your expenses may be 
higher? We are local and in the 
network of  your local primary 
care physicians. In case there is a 
surgical emergency after cataract 
surgery, we see you immediately. 

With other practices, you may 
have to go to Boston to be seen. 
We are the only dedicated prac-
tice taking emergency call re-
sponsibilities at Milford Regional 
Hospital and have been doing 
the same for decades.

Our surgery center is Medi-
care-certified, State-licensed, and 
QUADA accredited. This center 
stands as a beacon of  excellence 
in ophthalmic care, showcasing a 
state-of-the-art facility dedicated 
to restoring vision with precision 
and innovation. Equipped with 
cutting-edge technology and 
staffed by a team of  highly skilled 
and experienced professionals, 
the center is at the forefront of  
cataract and glaucoma surgery. 
From advanced laser systems 
that enhance surgical accuracy 
to personalized treatment plans 
tailored to each patient’s unique 
needs, the Cataract Surgery Cen-
ter of  Milford prioritizes both ef-
ficacy and patient comfort. The 
facility’s commitment to staying 
abreast of  the latest develop-
ments in the field ensures that 
individuals seeking cataract sur-
gery receive the highest standard 
of  care, making it a trusted desti-
nation for those looking to regain 
clarity of  vision in a modern and 
sophisticated setting.

What about office-based cata-
ract surgery? Some franchise 
practices are advocating for per-
forming cataract surgery in their 
office. Unapproved by Medicare 

and major ophthalmology pro-
fessional societies, this office-
based surgery raises significant 
concerns about patient safety 
and the quality of  care provided. 
Performing cataract surgery in 
an office setting may lack the 
rigorous standards and sterile 
environments maintained in 
dedicated surgical centers. The 
absence of  dedicated anesthesia 
professionals and comprehensive 
medical support can compromise 
patient comfort and safety dur-
ing surgery. Patients are advised 
to prioritize their well-being and 
consider established surgical 
centers with experienced medi-
cal teams and top-notch facilities 
to ensure optimal outcomes for 
cataract surgery. For instance, at 
the Cataract Surgery Center of  
Milford, a dedicated MD anes-
thesiologist is present full-time for 
all procedures, and your comfort 
and safety are titrated by using 
an IV line, which is lacking in the 
office-based surgery model.

With the new year 2024, we 
are proud to continue to serve 
our communities as we did for 
four decades.

Dr. Roger Kaldawy is an ex-
perienced eye physician and sur-
geon. Dr. Kaldawy, trained at the 
University of  Rochester and the 
University of  Iowa. As Assistant 
Professor at Boston University, he 

Living Healthy

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available
SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD- CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY
QUADA-ACCREDITED • NO OFFICE SURGERY

Comprehensive Eye Exams 
Full Optical Shop 

Eye Glasses - Contacts

New Patients Receive a  

Free Pair of Select Glasses 

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.   |   Jorge G. Arroyo, M.D.    |    Dan Liu, M.D 
Michael R. Adams, O.D.   |    Shalin Zia, O.D.    |    Donald L. Conn, O.D.    |    Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D.

EYES 
continued on page 17 

O�ering both Center-based and Tele-therapies

30 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville 

(508) 695-6848
Visit our website:

www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

 

 

• Speech-Language Evaluations and �erapies-All ages
• Hearing Tests
• Custom Fit Hearing Aids and Service
• Occupational �erapy

Serving the children, adolescents and adults 

 

of greater Boston for over 22 years

5 North Meadow Rd, Medfield
(508) 359-4532

Speech & Language delays/disorders
Post-Stroke and Parkinson Therapies 
Wilson Reading, Comprehension, 
Writing

Many of Our Services are Covered by insurance

• Speech-Language-Voice Evaluations 
   and Therapies - All Ages
• Hearing Tests, Custom Fit Hearing 
   Aids and Service
• Reading and Writing
• Occupational Therapy
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University of Southern Maine Soccer Goalkeeper 
Breanna Atwood Becomes First All-American in 
Women’s Soccer Program History

After another record-setting 
season, two-time Little East Con-
ference Goalkeeper of  the Year  
(2022, 20223) senior Breanna 
Atwood (Franklin, Mass.) of  the 
University of  Southern Maine 
Huskies’ women’s soccer team 
can another accolade to her re-
sume becoming the first United 
Soccer Coaches (USC) All-
American in Huskies’ women’s 
soccer program history.  

Earning a spot on the USC 

All-American second team, At-
wood is the 20th individual from 
the Little East Conference to 
earn USC/NSCAA All-Amer-
ica honors since the conference’s 
sponsorship of  women’s soccer 
in 1990. One of  five members 
of  the 2023 Little East Confer-
ence Champion Huskies’ wom-
en’s soccer team to earn CSC 
All-Region honors, Atwood 
along with teammates Catriona 
Gould (Freeport, Maine) and 

Mia Sargent (Portland, Maine/
Deering) were named first team 
All-Region. Atwood is now one 
of  three individuals to earn first 
team All-Region honors in pro-
gram history. 

Named the LEC’s Goalkeeper 
of  the Week five times in 2023, 
Atwood broke her own single-
season shut out record (12), and 
established a new career mark 
for shutouts amassing 27 in 59 
career games.  Atwood earned 
her record-setting 12th shutout 
of  the 2023 season, backstop-
ping the Huskies to their first-
ever NCAA tournament win, a 
2-0 victory over No. 10 Rowan 
University, making seven saves  - 
including a penalty stop.  

During the 2023 season, At-
wood established a career-high 
for saves in a game, making 16 
on the road in a 2-1 win over 
Colby College on September 
12.  Seven days later, Atwood 

followed up that performance 
with a 10-save effort in a 1-0 win 
over Bowdoin College, marking 
the Huskies first win over the 
Polar Bears in series history (30 
games.).  During the semifinals 
and championship game of  the 
Little East Conference tourna-
ment, Atwood combined for 11 
saves for two shutouts in consecu-
tive 3-0 wins over UMass Boston 
and Western Connecticut, re-
spectively.  

Making a career-high 102 
saves during the season, Atwood 
established a career-best mark 
in goals against average finish-
ing the 2023 season with an 
outstanding 0.709 GAA, and an 
equally as strong .872 save per-
centage. At the conclusion of  
her season, Atwood was ranked 
in NCAA Division III Women’s 
Soccer as 10th in shutouts (12), 
13th in total saves (102), 23rd in 
saves per game (6.5), 31st in save 

percentage (.872) and 44th in 
goals against average (.709). 

Owning a career record of  
42-10-6, Atwood has a remark-
able 0.840 career goals against 
average and an 85.4 career save 
percentage.  She is on pace to be 
the program’s all-time leader in 
career goals against average. A 
two-time first team All-Little East 
Conference goalkeeper, Atwood 
is a two-time Academic All-Dis-
trict student-athlete and is work-
ing towards a degree in Exercise 
Science. 

The Huskies finished the 
2023 season with a record of  
16-2-4 and an undefeated mark 
of  6-0-2 in the Little East Con-
ference.  Claiming the LEC’s 
regular season title for the second 
consecutive season (2022, 2023), 
Southern Maine is the back-
to-back Little East Conference 
Tournament Champions (2022, 
2023).

directed the Cornea and Exter-
nal Disease program, influencing 
physicians worldwide. A pioneer 
in DSAEK corneal transplanta-
tion, he performed over 30,000 
cataract surgeries, introducing 
advanced implants and bladeless 
laser assisted Femto cataract sur-
gery at the Cataract and Laser 
Surgery Center of  Milford, 
where he also serves as Medical 
Director.

Dr. Dan Liu earned her 
medical degree from Rutgers 
New Jersey Medical School in 
2016. She was elected to the 
medical honor society, Alpha 
Omega Alpha. Completing her 
ophthalmology residency at Al-
bany Medical Center, Dr. Liu 
received multiple accolades. She 
pursued fellowship training in 
Cornea, External Diseases, and 
Anterior Segment Surgery at 
Tufts Medical Center in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Liu special-
izes in Cataract surgery, ORA 
technology, Cornea transplants, 
and various eye disorders. She is 
affiliated with several medical as-
sociations. 

Dr. Arroyo, our vitreoretinal 
specialist, earned his degrees 
from Amherst College, Yale, and 
Duke. With 20+ years of  ex-
perience, he’s published exten-
sively and held leadership roles, 
including past president of  the 
New England Ophthalmologi-
cal Society. 

Dr. Shalin Zia, O.D., a Pur-
due and Indiana University 
graduate, brings extensive pri-
vate practice experience, excel-

ling in routine eye care, contact 
lenses, and disease diagnosis. 

Dr. Adams, a John Carroll 
University graduate, has ad-
vanced training in corneal pa-
thology, specialty contact lenses, 
ocular disease, and laser refrac-
tive surgery. 

Dr. Purvi Patel, OD, a Fel-
low of  the American Academy 
of  Optometry, brings teaching 
and leadership experience from 
the New England College of  
Optometry. Her clinical interests 
include diabetes, glaucoma, and 
community-based eye care.

At Milford Franklin Eye Cen-
ter and The Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford, our focus is 
on you, your vision, excellent 
surgical results without compro-
mising your safety or comfort. 
You come first. We are available 
in your backyard and proud to 
offer world-class cataract surgery 
closer to home: Here in Milford! 
In a surgery center facility, not in 
an office. Our optical shop has 
its own dedicated lab and can 
cut and finish your glasses while 
you wait. All new patients re-
ceive a free pair of  select glasses. 
We offer after-hours, same-day 
emergency appointments and 
Saturday appointments. We have 
great management focused on 
quality customer care. Four de-
cades serving our communities 
and going strong. In 2024, we 
remain dedicated to the best in 
eye medicine and surgery closer 
to home.

 For more details, see our ad 
on this page 16.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

EYES
continued from page 16
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Logan Marchand: Hockey Is in the Family
By ChristOpher treMBlay, 
staff spOrts Writer

Franklin’s Logan Marchand 
watched as his father got his 
older brother, Dylan, into skates 
and onto the ice to play hockey. 
It was here that the youngster de-
cided that he too wanted to lace 
up the skates and get onto the ice.

“I saw my brother playing 
hockey, and I wanted to be just 
like him, so around four I started 
to play the sport too,” Marchand 
said. “It’s not that I wanted to be 
like him, I wanted to compete 
against him. That’s a big thing 
in our household – competition 
between one another.”

Growing up Marchand found 
himself  primarily playing for-
ward, but right before he entered 
high school he transitioned to 
defense.

“I used to play goalie as well, 
so I figured that protecting the 
net would be a good place for me 
to play,” he said. “As a defense-
men I could also use my size and 
physicality on the ice; I like to 
throw my body around. Besides, 
I don’t have the hands to be a 
scorer.”

While Marchand may not 
think of  himself  as an offensive 
threat, his coach believes he has 
the knack to put the puck in the 
net on a regular basis.

“He’s an offensive defense-
man, who likes to jump into the 
play and has the ability to score 
some goals and make things 
happen,” Franklin Coach Chris 
Spillane said. “He loves to play 
physical hockey and is one of  our 
big hitters. He’s got that offensive 
ability while also bringing a bit of  

nastiness to the ice.”
Spillane continues that the 

defenseman is also a good skater 
with size, has vision and can 
move the puck well.

“As the Coach, I sometimes 
like to rein him in about jump-
ing into the offense, but when 
he does good things usually hap-
pen,” the coach said. “Last year 
he recorded 6 goals and 8 assists, 
and I will be expecting a lot more 
this year. I’ve been watching him 
play this fall team, and he’s been 
averaging 1 or 2 goals a game 
and I’m hoping that it carries 
over.”

Regarding his physicality on 
the ice, Marchand knows that he 
has to be careful as to not get into 
too much trouble.

“You can only hit so hard in 
high school hockey. I’ve gotten 
called a couple of  times for hit-
ting too hard. I’m still going to hit 
hard, but I try to keep my hands 
down and use my shoulder, he 
said. “Coach Spillane likes my 
physical play on the ice, he just 
doesn’t like me sitting in the box 
as much. When I get in trouble 
for my hitting, its usually my 
dad (forwards coach on the high 
school team) who gives it to me 
after the game.”

Entering the season, March-
and will do so once again as 
one of  the team’s captains. As a 
second-year captain, something 
that Spillane usually doesn’t do, 
he believed that Marchand dis-
played the penchant to lead as 
a sophomore and was well re-
spected by his teammates, so he 
was more than willing to give 
him the C as a junior.

“As a captain, I am hoping 
that I can go out and lead this 
team, giving them the confi-
dence to get ready to go out and 
have a good season,” Marchand 
said. “Since I’ve been playing for 
Franklin, we’ve made the State 
Tournament, but haven’t been 
able to get out of  the second 
round. I would love to change 
that this year.”

Two years ago, Franklin 
was the 19th seed and defeated 
Wellesley in the first round but 
fell to Hingham in the second 
round. Last year, being the 12 
seed, the Panthers crushed An-
dover in the first round but then 
again fell in the second round to 
Marshfield.

Following high school, March-
and is planning on attending 
Merrimack College In Andover 
where his brother Dylan is cur-
rently studying.

“I’m hoping that I can play 
club hockey there with my 
brother,” he said. “I really didn’t 
get a chance to play with him as 
much at Franklin, so I am really 
hoping I can do it there.”

This past year, Marchand 
decided to join the Walpole 
Express, a club hockey team 
that for the first time in their 
history advanced to the National 
Tournament in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

Sports

A second-year FHS Hockey captain and physical player, junior Logan 
Marchand hopes to inspire confidence in teammates and lead them to 
the tourney. Photos used courtesy of Logan Marchand

Are you looking for a job with school hours 
and the school schedule?  
We have the job for you! 

The Medfield Foodservice Department is 
now hiring! Substitute worker positions 
available with flexible hours, as well as 

full time, benefited positions. 

For more information please contact:
Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net 

or 508-242-8897
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January 2
Franklin Rotary Club Meet-

ing, 5:30 p.m., Rome Restaurant, 
4 East Central St., Franklin, if  in-
terested in attending, email padu-
larotary@gmail.com 

January 3
Veterans Monthly Coffee 

Social, 10 a.m. Franklin Senior 
Center, 10 Daniel McCahill St., 
Franklin, All vets welcome, re-
freshments by Starbucks

January 5
FPAC presents Bright Star, 

featuring Steve Martin and Edie 
Brickell’s Tony-award-winning 
score, 7:30 p.m., THE BLACK 
BOX, 15 West Central St., Frank-
lin, FPAConline.com or call (508) 
528-3370.

January 6
FPAC presents Bright Star, 

featuring Steve Martin and Edie 
Brickell’s Tony-award-winning 
score, 7:30 p.m., THE BLACK 
BOX, 15 West Central St., Frank-
lin, FPAConline.com or call (508) 
528-3370.

January 7
“What We Say Matters: A 

Timely Conversation Exploring 
the Power of Words to Shape 
Others and a Person’s Own Be-
havior,” First Universalist Society 
in Franklin, 262 Chestnut St., 
Franklin, features Dr. Drew Bo-
aner, Mollov University, info@fusf.
org or (508) 528-5348.  

FPAC presents Bright Star, 
featuring Steve Martin and Edie 
Brickell’s Tony-award-winning 
score, 2 p.m., THE BLACK 
BOX, 15 West Central St., Frank-
lin, FPAConline.com or call (508) 
528-3370.

January 11
Tricky Trivia, 6:30 p.m., Frank-

lin Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin

January 12
Electric Youth 2024, 7:30 p.m., 

THE BLACK BOX, 15 West 
Central St., Franklin, www.the-
blackboxonline.com or call (508) 
528-3370

January 13
Joe Jencks, 8 p.m., Circle of  

Friends Coffeehouse, Franklin 
First Universalist Society Meet-
inghouse, 262 Chestnut St., 
Franklin, doors open 7:30 p.m., 
refreshments available, https://
circlefolk.org/ .

January 14
Joe Jencks Leads First Uni-

versalist Society MLK Service, 
10 a.m., First Universalist Soci-
ety in Franklin, 262 Chestnut St., 
Franklin, info@fusf.org or call (508) 
528-5348.

January 16
Franklin Rotary Club Meet-

ing, 5:30 p.m., Rome Restaurant, 
4 East Central St., Franklin, if  in-
terested in attending, email padu-
larotary@gmail.com 

January 18
“The Boatbuilders” Pre-re-

lease Screening & Discussion, 
6:30 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin, No 
Registration Required! Join Direc-
tor Gregg Seibert and Producer 
& Historian R. A. Lawson for a 
Pre-release screening of  the first 
episode and discussion of  their 
new documentary Series, “The 
Boatbuilders.”

January 19
Franklin Public Library Book 

Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin.  

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament 
and Sale, 6-8 p.m., First Univer-
salist Society of  Franklin, 262 
Chestnut St., Franklin, $10 pp 
for teams up to 4 people, register 
at FUSF.org. Questions to Vicki 
(508) 654-6740

January 20
Tu B’Shevat! 12 p.m., Frank-

lin Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin, join us for a special cel-
ebration of  the Jewish Holiday 
also known as “New Year of  the 

Trees!” Presented in partnership 
with Temple Etz Chaim!

Tax Preparation Help, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, walk-in 
program

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin.  

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament 
and Sale, 6-8 p.m., First Univer-
salist Society of  Franklin, 262 
Chestnut St., Franklin, $10 pp 
for teams up to 4 people, register 
at FUSF.org. Questions to Vicki 
(508) 654-6740

January 24
Family Literacy Night! 5:30-

7:30 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin, 
Join us for an evening celebration 
of  reading for the whole family! 
Presented in partnership with the 
Franklin Public schools!

January 27
Live Music & CD Release by 

Second Son Band, 7-9 p.m., First 
Universalist Society in Franklin, 
262 Chestnut St., Franklin, tickets 
$10, $25 max per family, treats for 
sale, folk, folk-rock, Americana.

January 31
Narcan Training for the Com-

munity with the SAFE Coalition! 
6:30 p.m., No Registration Re-
quired! Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin,20-minute 
training in the implementation of  
Narcan.

February 2
Movies with a Meaning, 

Celebrate Groundhog Day, 7 
p.m., First Universalist Society 
in Franklin, 262 Chestnut St., 
Franklin, Free. RSVP to daveg-
erlits@gmail.com

February 7
Franklin Newcomers & Friends 

meeting, 7 p.m., Escape Into Fic-
tion, 12 Main Street, Franklin, 
https://www.meetup.com/frank-
lin-newcomers-friends/ https://
www.facebook.com/Franklin-
NewcomersFriendsClub.

Calendar

Enjoy your career!
To learn more, scan the code or visit 

Rodenhiser.com/Careers
Master Plumber: #10961  |  Corporate Plumbing: #2288  |  Master Electrician: #21982A

Master Sheet Metal (Unrestricted): #5867  |  Corporate Sheet Metal: #641
Home Improvement Contractor: #188806

Hiring all techs, all trades!

FLEXIBLE 
SCHEDULE 

TECH 
SUPPORT

MODERN 
TRUCKS 

EXPERIENCE 
& GROWTH

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • ELECTRIC • REMODELING

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans

New Members Welcome 
to Charles River Chorale 
Open Rehearsals in 
January

The Charles River Chorale 
will begin rehearsals for its Spring 
2024 season and is actively re-
cruiting new members who are 
seeking a new community and 
musical opportunity.  Anyone 
who enjoys singing is encouraged 
to come and join in the fun and 
experience of  singing with a cho-
rus. 

The non-audition chorale 
group will begin open rehears-
als on Tuesday, January 23, 2024 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Church of  Christ, 142 Exchange 
St., Millis. Two additional open 
rehearsals will take place on Jan-
uary 30th and February 6th to 
allow interested new members an 
opportunity to explore the cho-
rale opportunity. 

Under the leadership of  direc-
tor Ashley Nelson-Oneschuk, the 
Charles River Chorale is in its 
40th year as a non-profit 501(c)3 
chorale. Nelson-Oneschuk, a 
music professional in her 9th year 
with the Charles River Chorale, is 
also the choral director for Med-
way High School. Her goal for the 
chorale is “focused on cultivating 
a joyful community first, with ex-
cellent musical experiences as the 
vessel to achieve this.” 

Charles River Chorale mem-
bers hail from many area com-
munities, and they range in age 
from teenagers to octogenarians. 
The group typically holds win-
ter and spring concerts, with the 
Spring 2024 concert planned for 
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 7 p.m., 
at Medway High School. The 
theme of  the Spring 2024 con-

cert is Road Trip Across America. 
This program will feature music 
that spans time, place, and genre, 
assuring that both the chorus and 
audience will be in for a memo-
rable musical journey. 

The Charles River Chorale re-
hearses on Tuesday evenings from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Church 
of  Christ, in Millis. Membership 
dues for the non-profit organi-
zation support operating costs. 
There are no dues for high school 
students, and scholarships based 
on need are available. There is 
also a separate children’s choir for 
children in Grades 2 through 6.

For more information about 
the organization and the upcom-
ing open rehearsals, visit https://
www.charlesriverchorale.com. 
Those who are interested in join-
ing the chorale for the start of  the 
season on January 23rd are asked 
to complete a short sign-up docu-
ment via the attached QR code 
(or via this link: https://forms.
gle/6d5iNSvPUqqFx9ubA ). 
Sponsorships and advertising op-
portunities are also available and 
very much appreciated. 

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service
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January 2024 at Franklin Public Library
Library Hours

The Library’s hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sundays 1:30 
p.m. to 5 p.m. The Library will 
be closed January 1st & 15th. 
Franklin Public Library’s 2024 
Reading Challenge!

January: An author’s debut book!
Welcome to the Franklin Pub-

lic Library’s first Annual Read-
ing Challenge! For each monthly 
prompt that you complete and 
submit on time you will receive a 
Free Book Coupon that’s good at 
the library’s Book Sale. Submis-
sions MUST be submitted by the 
last day of  each month in order 
to qualify for that month’s Free 
Book Coupon. For complete de-
tails and to sign-up, visit our web-
site! Grand prizes made possible 
by the Friends of  the Franklin 
Library!
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program

In our second year of  pro-
viding free tax preparation as-
sistance through the VITA IRS 
program the Franklin Public Li-
brary is looking for volunteers! 
While tax season starts in Feb-
ruary; planning, training, and 
scheduling can begin today! To 
sign up or to find more informa-
tion please email Site Coordina-
tor Mitzi Gousie at mgousie@
franklinma.gov!
ESL & Adult Literacy Program

The Franklin Public Library 
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin 
and its surrounding communi-
ties.  Volunteers and students do 
not need to be Franklin residents. 
If  interested, fill out the registra-
tion form on the library’s website.

Special Events for Kids

Science Series! Saturday January 
6th @1 p.m.

No Registration Required!
Join us for a special science 

workshop, brought to you by vol-
unteers from the Franklin High 
School Science department! 
Ideal for kids ages 7+!
Petite Picassos! Tuesday January 
16th @ 3 p.m.

Join Miss Lily and create your 
very own step-by-step painting 
of  a winter-themed kitty! This 
paint party is a great fit for chil-
dren ages 6-12! All materials will 
be provided! REGISTRATION 
REQUIRED.
Tu B’Shevat! Saturday January 
20th @12 p.m.

Join us for a special celebration 
of  the Jewish Holiday also known 
as “New Year of  the Trees!” Cel-
ebrate with games, crafts, snacks, 
activities and more! Presented 
in partnership with Temple Etz 
Chaim!
Penguin Scavenger Hunt! 
Saturday, January 20th – Saturday, 
February 3rd 

We’re celebrating National 
Penguin Day! Can you find all 
the penguins hiding throughout 
the library?!

Family Literacy Night! 
Wednesday January 24th, 5:30-
7:30 p.m.

Join us for an evening celebra-
tion of  reading for the whole 
family! Presented in partnership 
with the Franklin Public schools! 
Browse our curated tables of  
family read-alouds, get tips, 
tricks, and free resources to make 
reading fun at home, and visit 
with Franklin’s favorite police 
dogs for some fun independent 
reading practice!

Special Events for Teens 

Teen Vision Board Making! 
Wednesday January 10th @5:30 
p.m.

No Registration Required!
Teens! Set your intentions for 

2024! Join us as we get crafty, cre-
ating vision board collages for the 
new year!
Teen Paint Party! Wednesday, 
January 17th @ 6 p.m.

For Teens Ages 12+!! Join 
local instructor Denise Palmieri 
for this step-by-step paint party 
for teens! All materials will be 
provided and you’ll get to take 
home your very own cozy win-
ter painting! REGISTRATION 
REQUIRED!!

Special Events for Adults

“The Boatbuilders” Pre-release 
Screening & Discussion Thursday 
January 18th @ 6:30 PM

No Registration Required!
Join Director Gregg Seib-

ert and Producer & Historian 
R. A. Lawson for a Pre-release 
screening of  the first episode and 
Discussion of  their new Docu-
mentary Series, “The Boatbuild-
ers”! The docuseries uncovers the 
historical legacy and present-day 
impact of  the boat building com-
munity, showcasing boatbuilders, 
sailors, and owners who speak 
to the realities of  boat building 
today, along with the challenges 
and rewards of  maintaining the 
legacy and beauty of  historic 
sailing vessels.  The first episode 
focuses on Rhode Island.
Tax Preparation Help with VITA 
Registration Day Jan. 20th 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.

Come to the library January 
20th and get your appointment 
for Tax preparation help. This is 
a walk in event where volunteers 
will help you assess your needs, 
double check paperwork, and 
get you an appointment to file 
your taxes in February, March, 
or April.

The IRS’s Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) program 

offers free basic tax return prep-
aration to qualified individuals. 
VITA sites offer free tax help to 
people who need assistance in 
preparing their own tax returns, 
including:

• People who generally make 
$60,000 or less

• Persons with disabilities; 
and

• Limited English-speaking 
taxpayers

Special Events for All 
Ages

New Program: Tricky Trivia 
Thursday January 11th @ 6:30 p.m.

No Registration Required!
Are you ready to prove your 

trivia knowledge is more than 
trivial? Do you have the facts to 
fight for the title of  Franklin’s 
Trivia Master? Join us for snacks 
and a Family Trivia Challenge at 
the Library!

Play as a team or go solo for 
ultimate bragging rights!

Narcan Training for the 
Community with the SAFE 
Coalition! Wednesday January 
31st @ 6:30 p.m. 

No Registration Required!
Join the SAFE Coalition for a 

20 minute training in the imple-
mentation of  Narcan and be bet-
ter prepared to save a life. During 
this training the SAFE Coalition 
will bring in their CPR dummies, 
discuss what an opioid and an 
overdose is, learn how to access 
for a medical emergency like an 
overdose, and walk through the 
steps of  administering Narcan.

Franklin Library Book 
Sale

Friday, January 19th, 1:00-5:00 
p.m.  Saturday, January 20th, 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 Noon

All books are just one dollar!
Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday, 
January 20th, from 1-4 p.m. 

Come fill a brown bag with all 
the books you can!

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament and Sale 
Friday, January 19, 2024 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. OR 

Saturday, January 20, 
2024 10 a.m. to Noon 

First Universalist Society 
in Franklin 

262 Chestnut Street, 
Franklin MA 

Team Tournament: Enter your 
team to puzzle against other 
teams in a friendly and fun com-
petition on either Friday night or 
Saturday morning. Each team 
receives the same 500-piece 
puzzle and races to finish first. 
Prizes given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
place.  It’s only $10/person for 
teams of  up to four people and 

your team goes home with the 
completed puzzle. Team regis-
tration and puzzle tournament 
rules can be found at FUSF.org. 
For questions call Vicki @ (508) 
654-6740.  Cash, check or elec-
tronic payment accepted.  

Puzzle Sale:   Hundreds of  
Jigsaw puzzles will also be for 
sale both Friday and Saturday. 

You do not need to enter a tour-
nament to shop. Most puzzles 
are priced between $3 and $5 
- Some are brand new! Be sure 
to stock up for all those puzzlers 
in your life (or yourself). Cash, 
check or electronic payment ac-
cepted.  

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitarian 
Universalist Welcoming Congregation 
located at 262 Chestnut Street, Frank-
lin. For more information, please con-
tact us at info@fusf.org or call (508) 
528-5348.  
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n	 WHY YOU NEED A WILL 
Wills can name an executor, distribute your property, 
name child guardians, forgive debts and more. And 
having a will means that you—rather than state laws—
decide who gets your property when you die.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY 
A health care proxy names someone you trust as your 
agent to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you, if you are unable.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  
A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
are incapacitated. Without it, a family member or loved 
one  would have to petition the court for that right.

508.541.3000  |  ANA@ddcrwlaw.com 
124 Grove St., Franklin, MA 02038  |  www.ddcrwlaw.com

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Attorney Amy N. Azza
Over two decades of  
estate planning experience

Now accepting new clients for wills, trusts,  
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

 S

January 2024 – 
Franklin Veterans 
Services Office 
Notes
(508) 613-1315

January 3 – Veterans’ Monthly Coffee Social – 10 a.m. at the 
Senior Center. All Veterans are invited for coffee and conversa-
tion. Refreshments will be provided by our wonderful friends at 
Starbucks!

January 18 - Veterans’ Council Meeting – 7 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. All Franklin residents interested in Veterans’ activities 
and events are welcome to join us!

January 27 - Vietnam Peace Day – On this day in 1973, the 
Paris Peace Accords agreement arranged a ceasefire which offi-
cially ended America’s involvement in the 20-year Vietnam War.

The Tune It Out guitar lessons program for Veterans meets on 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. There is no charge 
for lessons and no guitar experience is required. 

The Warrior Within Yoga Classes for Veterans and First Respond-
ers meets Thursdays at 6 p.m. at the Franklin Senior Center. 
There is no charge for classes. Call the Veterans’ Services Office 
to sign up for guitar or yoga classes.

The next engraved brick installation on the Veterans Memo-
rial Walkway will be in May. Bricks are installed in May and 
November to coincide with Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day. 
Brick order forms are available in the Senior Center and Town 
Hall lobbies and on the Veterans’ Services web page at: https://
www.franklinma.gov/veterans-services

Thank you to all who have supported this project!

Joe Jencks Returns to Circle of 
Friends 

Joe Jencks returns to the Circle 
of  Friends Coffeehouse in Frank-
lin on Saturday, January 13th. 
Joe is an international touring 
musician, award-winning song-
writer, and celebrated vocalist 
known for his performances of  
musical beauty, social conscious-
ness and spiritual exploration. 
Joe has released fifteen CDs over 
a twenty-year musical career that 
includes his time as part of  the 
Brother Sun trio. Merging con-
servatory training with his Irish 
roots and working-class upbring-
ing, Joe delivers engaged musical 
narratives filled with heart, soul, 
groove and grit. Blending well-
crafted instrumentals and vivid 
songwriting, Jencks serves it all 
up with a lyric baritone voice 
that has the edgy richness of  a 
good sea-salt caramel. 

The Circle of  Friends Cof-
feehouse is a non-profit organi-
zation affiliated with Franklin’s 
First Universalist Society. 
Concerts are presented in a 
smoke free and alcohol free 
environment at the Society’s 
handicapped accessible Meet-

inghouse, 262 Chestnut St. in 
Franklin, and begin at 8 p.m.; 
doors open at 7:30 p.m. Bever-
ages and gourmet desserts will 
be available. Please visit https://
circlefolk.org/ for more infor-
mation.

House Passes Legislation to 
Lower Prescription Drug Prices 
for Medicaid Patients

The House of  Representatives 
passed a bill co-led by Congress-
man Jake Auchincloss (D, MA-
04), the Drug Price Transparency in 
Medicaid Act, to lower prescrip-
tion drug prices for Medicaid 
patients, as part of  the broader 
Lower Costs, More Transparency Act. 
The bipartisan legislation takes 
important steps to rein in Phar-
macy Benefit Managers (PBMs) 
– the middlemen of  drug pricing 
– by prohibiting the use of  spread 
pricing in Medicaid programs. 
The package will now be sent to 
the Senate for consideration. 

The bill was introduced by 
Congressman Earl L. “Buddy” 

Carter (R, GA-01), and co-led by 
Congressman Vicente Gonzalez 
(D, TX-34), Congresswoman 
Elise Stefanik (R, NY-21), Con-
gresswoman Deborah Ross (D, 
NC-02), and Congressman Rick 
Allen (R, GA-12).

“For far too long, PBMs have 
been allowed to collect taxpayer 
dollars without reducing the 
costs of  drugs for Medicaid pa-
tients. Increasing transparency 
in pricing and cracking down on 
PBMs will put money back where 
it belongs – into the pockets of  
patients dependent on life-saving 
medication. This bill builds on 
the work done last Congress to 

lower the cost of  drugs and fi-
nally holds PBMs accountable,” 
said Congressman Auchincloss.

Throughout his time in office, 
Auchincloss has made lowering 
prescription drug prices a top 
priority. He has supported efforts 
to cap out-of-pocket costs for se-
niors, continue Medicare negoti-
ation of  drug prices, and increase 
access to cutting-edge gene thera-
pies for individuals with rare dis-
eases. The Congressman is also 
a cosponsor of  the HELP Copays 
Act and the Protecting Patients Against 
PBM Abuses Act to ensure cost is 
not a barrier to patients receiving 
the medications they need.

Movies with A Meaning - 
Celebrate Groundhog Day

Movie followed by a Discussion (plus snacks!)
February 2, 2024
7 p.m. - Free admission
First Universalist Society in Franklin
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin

Please join us for our first “Movies with a Mean-
ing.” Groundhog Day shows us that if  we lived 
long enough, all of  us would eventually choose to 

live more morally. In Groundhog Day, we learn 
that there’s no point worrying about the past or fu-
ture. We should worry most about the present and 
how we treat other people in the moment. Join us 
- Come for the comedy and stay for the discussion! 
Please RSVP to davegerlits@gmail.com if  you plan 
to attend.

Learn more about FUSF at info@fusf.org or 
(508) 528-5348.  
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Herbert F Hunter, CPA
Taxes  |  Accounting  |  Auditing

(508) 530-3089   |   www.hfhuntercpa.com

9 Summer Street - Suite 305, Franklin, MA 02038

Norfolk Probate & Family Court Celebrates National 
Adoption Day 

On Friday, November 17th, 
the Norfolk Probate and Fam-
ily Court hosted its first annual 
celebration of  National Adop-
tion Day. The day was a hit with 
ten families traveling from as far 
as New York state to take part 
in the event. Hosted by Register 
Colleen Brierley and First Justice 
Patricia Gorman, the goal is to 
make the event an annual part of  
the Trial Court’s calendar. The 
families left with various gifts and 
refreshments provided by Regis-
ter Brierley, the Judges, Boston 
Post Adoption Resources, and 
Ursuline Academy of  Dedham. 

The event involved all depart-
ments of  the Norfolk Probate 
and Family Court and was made 
possible by everyone’s commit-
ment to help.

As a former DCF social 
worker, family law attorney and 
foster mom, this day was of  spe-
cial meaning to Register Brierley, 
who is an adoptive mother of  
three.

We would like to issue a special 
thanks to: Register Colleen Bri-
erley, First Justice Patricia Gor-
man, Tricia Loughman-West, 
Jocelynne Welsh, Tyler Hurley, 
Deborah Collins, Patrick Janas, 

and all the families involved who 
made this special day possible.

The Norfolk Probate and 
Family Court serves Avon, Bell-
ingham, Braintree, Brookline, 
Canton, Cohasset, Dedham, 
Dover, Foxborough, Franklin, 
Holbrook, Medfield, Med-
way, Millis, Milton, Needham, 
Norfolk, Norwood, Plainville, 
Quincy, Randolph, Sharon, 
Stoughton, Walpole, Welles-
ley, Westwood, Weymouth, and 
Wrentham. Visit https://www.
mass.gov/locations/norfolk-pro-
bate-and-family-court for more 
information.

Register Colleen Brierley 
addressing families in 
attendance.

Friday, November 17, 2023 marked the first year Norfolk Probate and 
Family Court celebrated National Adoption Day. Shown, First Justice 
Patricia Gorman holds an adorable adoptee.

Pictured left to right: Patrick Janas, Jocelynne Welsh, Deborah Collins, 
Tyler Hurley

US Lt. General Braga Speaks at 
Bishop Feehan, His Alma Mater

 It’s not every day that a 
double-rotor, Chinook he-
licopter touches down at 
Bishop Feehan High School. 
But that was the vehicle of  
choice for Feehan graduate, 
Lt. Gen. Jonathan P. Braga 
– Commanding General, 
United States Army Special 
Operations Command  at his 
Alma Mater, Bishop Feehan 
High School when he came 
to share his perspective on 
living a life of  purpose with 
the school’s 1090 students, 
staff and invited guests.

Braga advised the students 
to “find their why” and to 
pursue that why with passion. 
For him, that why is “making 
a difference in people’s lives.” 
And he has “loved every step 
of  the journey.”
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116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

Coming Early 2024! Coming Early 2024! 
907 Main Street,  Walpole907 Main Street,  Walpole

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 1-31-2024

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 1-31-2024F F

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

Don’t stand in line! 

ONLINE ORDERING  ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!NOW AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com

Mass. Awards Local Businesses $19 Million to Upskill 
Current Workers, Increase Workforce Competitiveness  

The Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion recently announced $19.4 million 
in Workforce Training Fund Program 
(WTFP) Awards serving 187 businesses 
statewide. The grants, distributed by the 
Commonwealth Corporation, aims to 
address business productivity and com-
petitiveness by providing funding to Mas-
sachusetts businesses to train current and 
newly hired employees.  

Labor and Workforce Development 
Secretary Lauren Jones made the an-
nouncement during remarks at the 
Worcester Chamber of  Commerce. Lo-
cally:

• Franklin-based Tegra Medical was 
awarded $82,000 to train 110 work-
ers.

• Attleboro-based Comtran was 
awarded $162,300 to train 80 work-
ers.

• Dedham-based Synterex was award-
ed $112,720 to train 25 workers.

• Foxboro-based Walpole Outdoors 
was awarded $29,224 to train 12 
workers.

• Holliston-based businesses, Harvard 
Bioscience was awarded $202,700 to 

train 42 workers; Iwaki America was 
awarded $109,200 to train 60 work-
ers; and OX Industries was awarded 
$50,380 to train 10 workers.

• Hopedale-based Marguerite Con-
crete Contractors was awarded 
$58,907 to train 49 workers.

• Mansfield-based Paragon Medical 
was awarded $145,600 to train 106 
workers.

• In North Attleboro, Star Engineer-
ing was awarded $69,858 to train 39 
workers and 

• Distron Corp. was awarded $68,665 
to train 34 workers.

• Norwood-based Remtec was award-
ed $150,000 to train 52 workers.

• Whitinsville’s Omni Control Tech-
nology was awarded $228,800 to 
train 34 workers. *

“Massachusetts is a great place to live, 
work, and innovate. Our workforce and 
our business community are the heart-
beat of  our communities and economy,” 
said Governor Maura Healey. “These 
grants support both workers and busi-
nesses by providing the resources needed 
to help build a pipeline of  skilled workers, 

allowing our businesses to remain com-
petitive and to grow and expand.” 

“Investing in organizations that want 
to retain their current workers and pro-
vide them with the skills they need to 
succeed is a recipe for success,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Driscoll. “These grants 
help expand our skilled talent pool for 
employers, strengthens our competitive-
ness, and allows our economy to pros-
per.”  

The Workforce Training Fund Pro-
gram grants are part of  the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s strategic 
investment to retain and upskill existing 
talent in Massachusetts’ current work-
force. Grants announced today have 
served as a resource awarded by Com-
monwealth Corporation to businesses in 
regions statewide throughout the calen-
dar year.  

“As we drive economic competitive-
ness throughout Massachusetts, we need 
to invest in our workforce to promoting 
existing workers to build the skills to grow 
a career and for employers to thrive,” 
said Labor and Workforce Development 
Secretary Lauren Jones. “Workforce 
training fund grants are a critical tool in 
our toolbox for employers to upskill their 

workforce in vital areas such as ESOL, 
technology, DEI training, management, 
and many other areas that supports pro-
fessional development and training for 
Massachusetts workers.” 

Workforce Training Fund Program 
grants are available for businesses of  all 
sizes, with the greatest use applied by 
small to medium-sized businesses. The 
grants provide instruction on a variety 
of  skills, including ESOL, project man-
agement, software and IT, and machine 
set-up and operation. Businesses can 
apply for two types of  grants through 
the Workforce Training Fund Program: 
1) Express program, which provides fast 
and flexible access to grant-funded train-
ing so businesses can respond quickly to 
change and emerging needs; and 2) Gen-
eral Program, which are typically used 
for large-scale training. Since fiscal year 
2022, the Express and General programs 
have served more than 23,300 trainees 
and supported more than 1,300 busi-
nesses.  

*The full list of  the grant recipients, 
totaling $19,474,544 to train 12,010 in-
dividuals can be found at https://www.
mass.gov/doc/2023-workforce-training-
fund-program-awards-2023. 

MA Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
Now Open 
Applications Accepted for Eligible House-
holds through April 30, 2024

The Massachusetts Execu-
tive Office of  Housing and Liv-
able Communities (EOHLC) is 
pleased to announce the start of  
the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
2023-2024 winter heating sea-
son. LIHEAP is a free, statewide 
service funded by the federal 
Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program that helps 
eligible households stay warm 
during the winter months by 
paying a portion of  winter heat-
ing bills.

Applications for home en-
ergy assistance are currently 
being accepted online attoapply.
org/massliheap, and income-
eligible households may receive 
financial help to offset heating 
bills from November 1, 2023, 
through April 30, 2024.

Both homeowners and rent-
ers can apply online or through 
local administering agencies for 
LIHEAP assistance. Households 
must meet specific eligibility re-
quirements to qualify for aid, 
which will be paid directly to 
their heating vendor.

Eligibility is based on several 
factors, including household size 
and combined gross annual in-
come of  residents 18 and older. 
Qualifying households – includ-
ing those with the cost of  heat 
included in the rent – can re-
ceive assistance for all sources 
of  heat, including oil, electricity, 
natural gas, propane, kerosene, 
wood and coal.

“The Massachusetts home 
energy assistance program is 
free, because no resident should 
have to worry about heating 

their home during the winter-
time,” said Ed Augustus Jr., Sec-
retary of  Housing and Livable 
Communities. “High fuel costs 
can have a devastating effect on 
household budgets and can even 
endanger Massachusetts’ most 
vulnerable residents. We en-

courage anyone who needs heat-
ing assistance to explore their 
eligibility by applying online or 
visiting the nearest administer-
ing agency. And to please share 
the information with loved ones 
or neighbors who could benefit 
from this free resource.”

For more information, or to 
find your local LIHEAP agency, 
visit www.toapply.org/MassLI-
HEAP.
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Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

HOLIDAY COUPONHOLIDAY COUPON
TAKE $15 OFFTAKE $15 OFF
YOUR PURCHASE

Just Mention this Ad
EXPIRES 1/31/2024

D Rossi Snow Removal Services   D Rossi Snow Removal Services   
Residential /Commercial Snow & Ice Control Residential /Commercial Snow & Ice Control 

We service the Greater 
Norfolk Wrentham & Franklin areas. 
We do not service condos or rental 

properties home owners only shoveling  
and sidewalk ice control available 

24 HR SERVICE
We are now accepting new clients so feel 
free to call to have us give a free estimate 

- our route list will fill up quickly -

Call: 617-633-1540  •  Call: 617-633-1540  •  Dan Rossi @ D Rossi Hvy Equip & Truck RprDan Rossi @ D Rossi Hvy Equip & Truck Rpr

Electric Youth 2024 to Debut at 
THE BLACK BOX

Electric Youth 2024 will debut 
at THE BLACK BOX on Janu-
ary 12 at 7:30 p.m. The 2024 
group of  talented young sing-
ers and dancers includes Devin 
DeAngelis, Finley Doherty, Anya 
Fox, Ashley Pepin, Hannah 
Connors, Macie Hoben, Mason 
Sanford, Ella Roth, Elena Baker, 
Devin Curley, Liam Nolan-Ha-
yun, Katherine LeBlanc, Ani 
Corkran, and Hailey Hulbig. 
Electric Youth is scheduled to 
tour again this summer bring-
ing timeless hits and non-stop 
entertainment to venues across 
Europe. 

Electric Youth delivers high-
energy, fully choreographed 
performances of  classic rock, 
contemporary pop, Broadway, 
and country hits for audiences 
of  all ages. The American tour-
ing ensemble of  talented singer-
dancers, ages 14-18, is backed 
by the eight-piece Boston Show 
Band — world class musicians 
who’ve worked with music leg-
ends Tony Bennett, Aretha 
Franklin, Dizzy Gillespie, B.B. 
King, Diana Ross, The Tempta-
tions, Van Morrison and more. 
Electric Youth is trained at the 
Franklin School for the Perform-
ing Arts. The group has toured 
Europe performing in such 
renowned venues as Vienna’s 
Konzerthaus, Musikverein and 

Schonbrunn Palace; Sanremo’s 
Ariston Theatre; England’s 
Arundel Festival; Disneyland 
Paris; and professional theatres 
in Bristol, London and Windsor. 
EY has also headlined Fourth of  
July shows for U.S. troops sta-
tioned in Italy at Camp Ederle, 
Camp Darby, and Aviano Air 
Force Base. The ensemble has 
performed on Royal Caribbe-
an’s Oasis of  the Seas, on WBZ 
Radio, and at Fenway Park, Gil-
lette Stadium, the Smithsonian 
Museum Theater, the United 
Nations and the U.S. Embassy 
in Vienna. Electric Youth has 
released six albums, including 
2014’s Power Chord, available on 
iTunes. EY has recorded and re-
leased three a cappella singles ar-
ranged and edited by Jim Hogan 
of  a cappella sensation T.3 (avail-

able on all streaming platforms). 
Collectively, the members of  

Electric Youth 2024 have per-
formed with Broadway stars, 
sung the National Anthem for 
Boston sports teams, been se-
lected to perform at “Broadway 
Sessions” in NYC, worked with 
choreographers from So You Think 
You Can Dance, and more.  Alumni 
of  Electric Youth have gone on to 
appear on Broadway, in national 
and international tours, televi-
sion, regional theater, feature 
film, professional dance compa-
nies, cruise ships, and more.  

Tickets for the January 12 
Debut show are available at 
www.theblackboxonline.com 
or by calling the box office at  
(508) 528-3370. You can follow 
Electric Youth on Facebook,  
Instagram, and YouTube.

FPAC to present Steve Martin & Edie Brickell’s Bright Star
The Franklin Performing Arts 

Company (FPAC) is excited to pres-
ent the musical Bright Star January 
5-7 at THE BLACK BOX. Featur-
ing the Tony-nominated bluegrass 
score by Steve Martin and Edie 
Brickell, Broadway’s Bright Star 
tells a sweeping tale of  love and re-
demption set against the rich back-
drop of  the American South in 
the 1920s and ’40s. When literary 
editor Alice Murphy meets a young 
soldier just home from World War 
II, he awakens her longing for the 
child she once lost. Alice sets out on 
a journey to understand her past. 

The production stars NYC ac-
tors Ali Funkhouser as Alice Mur-
phy, Robbie Rescigno as Jimmy 
Ray, Kyle Dalsimer as Billy Cane, 

and University of  Tampa Musical 
Theatre Junior Kelsey Breslin as 
Margo. Boston Conservatory Voice 
Professor Dan Callaway (The Phan-
tom of  the Opera) appears as Daddy 
Cane/Dr. Norquist. The cast also 

features Shenandoah Conservatory 
Musical Theatre student Tzintli 
Cerda as Lucy, NYC’s Brennan 
Stefanik as Daryl, and FPAC’s 
Nick Paone as Mayor Dobbs, Kel-
lie Stamp as Mama Murphy, Tim 
Ayres-Kerr as Daddy Murphy, and 
DJ Ormond as Stanford. 

Rounding out the cast are Emil-
iano Morales (NYC), Gia Chessa 
(Dean College), Blas Cerda (Bal-
let Teatro del Espacio, The Na-
tional Classical Dance Company 
of  Mexico, Ohio Ballet), Xochitl 
Tejeda-Cerda (Mexico National 
Ballet, Ohio Ballet), Takaaki Mat-
sumoto (Boston), Julia Ormond 
(Dean College), Hannah Rezendes 
(Salve Regina University), and 
Lindsay Tomas (FPAC). Joining 

them are FPAC Student Appren-
tice performers from the Franklin 
School for the Performing Arts 
Elena Baker, Hannah Connors, 
Devin Curley, Devin DeAngelis, 
and Mason Sanford. 

With beautiful Bluegrass melo-
dies and powerfully moving char-
acters, the story unfolds as a rich 
tapestry of  deep emotion. An up-
lifting theatrical journey that holds 
audiences tightly in its grasp, Bright 
Star is as refreshingly genuine as it 
is daringly hopeful. Directed by 
FPAC Artistic Director Raye Lynn 
Mercer, with music direction by 
Hallie Wetzell, and choreography 
by Hannah Rezendes.

FPAC is an Actors’ Equity 
Small Professional Theater com-

pany based at THE BLACK BOX 
in downtown Franklin. Ali Funk-
houser, Robbie Rescigno, Kyle 
Dalsimer, and Dan Callaway are 
all members of  Actors’ Equity. 
Each season, FPAC produces mu-
sicals, plays, ballets, and more fea-
turing Broadway stars, professional 
actors, local artists, and students 
of  the arts. Follow Franklin Per-
forming Arts Company and THE 
BLACK BOX on Facebook and 
Instagram for updates on program-
ming. 

Tickets for FPAC’s Bright Star 
and other shows are available at 
FPAConline.com or by calling the 
box office at (508) 528-3370. 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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“She was organized and calm 
and made us feel at ease 

throughout the entire process of 
buying and selling a home. She 
was readily available whenever 
we needed her! We recommend 
Susan wholeheartedly! You will 

not find anyone better!”
~Carolyn B.

308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696508-520-9696

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“Eileen was wonderful to work 
with and I would definitely 
recommend her to family 

and friends. She is extremely 
knowledgeable and helped 
us find our home in a very 

competitive market.”
~Tim & Julie

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

368 Partridge Street 368 Partridge Street 
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

8 Rolling Ridge Road 8 Rolling Ridge Road 
Franklin Franklin 

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

69 Prospect Street69 Prospect Street
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

117 Cottage Street 117 Cottage Street 
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

210 Franklin Crossing Road210 Franklin Crossing Road
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

5 Catherine Avenue5 Catherine Avenue
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

SOLD!SOLD! UAG

205 Jordan Road 205 Jordan Road 
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD! SOLD!SOLD! SOLD!

Happy New Year, Happy New Year, 
Happy New House? We can help!Happy New House? We can help!

26 Russet Hill Road 26 Russet Hill Road 
Franklin $1,400,000Franklin $1,400,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

FOR SALE

 

Franklin Commission on Disabilities Advocates for Inclusion
By J.D. O’Gara

“We’re all whole people, and 
we need to be treated with re-
spect.”

That’s why Mary O’Neill, 
Chair of  the Franklin Commis-
sion on Disabilities, has been a 
member of  the Commission for 
about a decade, driven by a de-
sire, she says, for all citizens of  
Franklin to be included in every-
thing in town.  “Even people who 
are nonverbal,” she says, “they 
understand the tone and manner. 
They may not be able to respond 
verbally, but your kindness and 
manner of  speaking affects them. 
We might be missing a limb, but 
don’t look at me as what I don’t 
have, see me as what I do have.”

The Franklin Commission on 
Persons with Disabilities advo-
cates for people with disabilities 
under the guidance of  the Mas-
sachusetts Office on Disability 
(MOD), helping the Town to ad-
here to the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA). The ADA 
is a civil rights law that prohib-
its discrimination against indi-

viduals with disabilities in many 
areas of  public life, including 
jobs, schools, transportation, and 
many public and private places 
open to the public. 

The Commission also acts as 
a resource for residents with dis-
abilities, and according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), that’s a lot of  
folks. Over one in four (27%) of  
U.S. adults have some sort of  dis-
ability, with issues of  cognition 
(12.8%), mobility (12.1%), dif-
ficulty with independent living 
(7.2%), hearing (6.1%), vision 
(4.8%) and difficulty with per-
sonal care (3.6%). In addition, 
4.3% of  U.S. children have a dis-
ability. 

Residents can contact the 
Commission if  they encounter 
systemic disability-related barri-
ers to accessing municipal pro-
grams and services, architectural 
barriers in municipal buildings, 
streets, and sidewalks, have sug-
gestions for policies to address 
disability-related issues in town, 
and if  they would like to get in-
volved with the COD’s work.

“Franklin is doing well,” says 
O’Neill, “It’s a work in progress, 
but they’re doing well.” Of  late, 
the Commission has encountered 
issues of  handicap-accessible 
parking spots being used at the 
Dean College commuter rail sta-
tion and at some of  the schools. 
For habitual offenders, the Com-
mission involves law enforce-
ment, “especially if  it’s a repeat 
offender in some places, and they 
can be seriously fined for that,” 
says O’Neill.

“Presently, we’re working with 
the MBTA on the Dean College 
Station to make it wheelchair 
accessible,” says O’Neill. “Forge 
Park is accessible, but that’s 
across town and doesn’t benefit 
the people who live near Dean 
Station.”

O’Neill explains that residents 
have contacted the Commission 
on large or small issues, all kept 
confidential. The Commission 
has successfully advocated for a 
handicapped accessible button 
on Main Street at Rockland trust, 
an accessible swing installed at 
Fletcher Feld, a streetlight sound 

added to the crosswalk by the 
Senior Center, created a Wheel-
chair accessible restaurant guide 
a few years ago, and helped to get 
ramps and railings installed for 
folks. This past year, the Com-
mission held its first Disability 
Expo, a big success, and it’s plan-
ning on the next one for May 
4th, 2024, from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

“We have a lot of  vendors 
coming with some pertinent in-
formation for people. We want to 
reach out to the community and 
let them be aware of  all the ser-
vices out there that are available 
to them,” says O’Neill.

Recently, members of  the 
Franklin Commission on Disabil-
ities joined Franklin Recreation 
Director Ryan Jette and Franklin 
Building Inspector Gus Brown 
on its mandatory self-evaluation 
for the 2024 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan. 

“As part of  that a self-evalua-
tion and transition plan, we basi-
cally were going to public parks 
and playgrounds, doing mea-
suring of  sink heights and door 
handles and ramps, just checking 

on accessibility,” says Jette, not-
ing that Gus Brown is the town’s 
ADA Coordinator. He and Gus 
must make sure there are not 
only parking spaces for drivers 
with disabilities, but that spacing, 
curb cuts, grade and distance 
ensure usability of  the space for 
those residents. 

“I’m actually working on a 
playground right now,” says Jette, 
“We put in a beautiful handicap 
accessible playground at Nason 
Street, and we’re working on the 
design for one at Fletcher Field.” 
Jette points out that Mary and 
the other six members of  the 
Commission do a great job advo-
cating for people with disabilities 
in town.

The Franklin COD meets at 
7 p.m. on the first Thursday of  
each month at the Club House 
meeting room in Central Park 
Terrace Apartments (off  Wa-
chusett St.) Find them online at 
https://www.franklinma.gov/
commission-persons-disabilities, 
or to reach Mary O’Neill directly, 
call (508) 440-1265.
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Register O’Donnell Wraps Up 16th 
Annual Toys for Tots Drive

Norfolk County Reg-
ister of  Deeds William P. 
O’Donnell and Registry 
Staff  distributed dona-
tions from the Registry’s 
16th Annual Toys for Tots 
Drive to Cpl. Christopher 
Todd of  Franklin, Lance 
Cpl. Madison Flynn of  
Foxborough, Pfc. Brayan 
Quinche, and Pfc. Jeffery 
Manna, all with the 1st 
Battalion, 25th Marines, 
representing Toys for Tots, dur-
ing a pickup event on Dec. 7.

With the help of  the local 
community, business owners, 
and staff, the Registry of  Deeds 
collected nearly 100 gifts during 
the drive. “I would like to thank 
everyone who generously do-
nated to the Registry’s 16th An-
nual Toys for Tots Drive. We are 
grateful for the service of  all vet-
erans past and present and are, as 

always, honored to partner with 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
in their annual toy drive, which 
helps make the holiday brighter 
for so many,” said Register of  
Deeds William P. O’Donnell.

Since 2007, the Registry of  
Deeds has collected over 1,700 
toy donations for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots 
program.

This year marks the 76th an-

niversary of  Toys 
for Tots. The 
program was es-
tablished in 1947 
when the wife of  
a Marine major 
wanted to donate 
a Raggedy Ann 
doll for Christmas 
but couldn’t find 
an organization to 
accept it. 

The U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots 
program’s mission is to help less 
fortunate children experience 
the joy and happiness associated 
with Christmas. 

The program operates in 
more than 800 cities and towns 
throughout all 50 states. Since its 
start, the national program has 
delivered over 652 million toys.

To learn more about Regis-
try of  Deed’s events and initia-
tives, like us on Facebook® at 
facebook.com/NorfolkDeeds or 
follow us on Twitter® at twitter.
com/NorfolkDeeds and Insta-
gram® at Instagram.com/Nor-
folkDeeds.

The Norfolk County Registry 
of  Deeds is located at 649 High 
Street in Dedham. The Registry 
is a resource for homeowners, 
title examiners, mortgage lend-
ers, municipalities and others 
with a need for secure, accurate, 
accessible land record informa-
tion. All land record research 
information can be found on the 
Registry’s website www.norfolk-
deeds.org. Residents in need of  
assistance can contact the Reg-
istry of  Deeds Customer Service 
Center via telephone at (781) 
461-6101 or email us at register-
odonnell@norfolkdeeds.org.

2024 Metrowest 
Student Film Festival 
Seeks Submissions
Event Presented by The Center for Arts in 
Natick

The Center for Arts in Natick is pleased to present the 
MetroWest Student Film Festival, featuring the work of  
talented students from the cities and towns of  Boston Me-
troWest.

Now in its 6th year, MWSFF cordially invites high 
school age residents between the ages of  14 and 19 who 
are current high school students and live in the following 
39 cities and towns of  MetroWest Massachusetts: Acton, 
Ashland, Bedford, Bellingham, Boxborough, Carlisle, 
Concord, Dedham, Dover, Framingham, Franklin, Gro-
ton, Harvard, Holliston, Hopkinton, Hudson, Lexington, 
Lincoln, Littleton, Marlborough, Maynard, Medfield, 
Medway, Milford, Millis, Natick, Needham, Sherborn, 
Southborough, Stow, Sudbury, Walpole, Waltham, Way-
land, Wellesley, Westborough, Westford, Weston, and 
Westwood. 

The Center for Arts in Natick is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
arts organization dedicated to presenting arts programs of  
the highest standard that are available to everyone. 

The MWSFF is a student film festival dedicated to 
showcasing the talents and creativity of  the region’s youth 
by providing an opportunity for young filmmakers and pro-
duction teams to explore and create stories through motion 
pictures. Finalists among these student-created films will be 
shared with friends, families and the community at-large in 
TCAN’s state-of-the-art screening room.

We envision the MWSFF as the largest student film fes-
tival of  its kind in the region. Being part of  this festival 
provides entrants the opportunity to: 

- Share films with the regional community 
- Screen films in an independent, state-of-the-art cinema 
- Network with a jury of  judges from the industry, and 

other film makers in the region 
- Attend the festival premiere showcase
*** Please be sure to fully read the Festival rules and 

eligibility for submissions. Entries that do not meet require-
ments will be automatically disqualified. ***

Rules and terms can be found on the submission website: 
https://filmfreeway.com/MetrowestStudentFilmFestival

508-572-5092
MGosselin@LAERrealty.com

Jessica Azzi, REALTOR® 
(508) 517-4594
jazzi@laerrealty.com
www.jessicaazzi.com

“I’m here to to help”

Jessica Azzi, REALTOR

55 West Central Street Franklin, MA 02038

Providing exceptional
real estate service 
& market knowledge

“I’m here to help”

55 West Central Street 
Franklin, MA 02038

Jessica Azzi,
REALTOR®  SFR®
Licensed in MA and RI
(508) 517-4594
jazzi@laerrealty.com
www.jessicaazzi.com

Bringing You Home in 2024

From your neighborhood REALTOR®
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Lorraine KuneyLorraine Kuney
508-380-9938508-380-9938

lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” “The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

Call Lorraine today to see if this is your year for a move!
Many Grateful Thanks to all my 2023 Clients and Customers!

New Year - New Home?New Year - New Home?
Welcome 2024!Welcome 2024!

Wishing everyone a Safe and Happy New Year!
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