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Toys Distributed to
over 500 Children
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The presence of Santa Claus added a magical touch to the festivities. Photo by Monica Rivera

Office of Supervisor
Barajas News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Yolo
County Supervisor Angel Barajas,
in collaboration with the Dunnigan
Fire Association, successfully hosted
the 3rd Annual Christmas Toy
Distribution in the tight-knit com-
munity of Dunnigan, CA. Annually,
the quantity of children receiving
toys rises. This year’s event brought
joy to the hearts of over 500 chil-
dren, leaving an indelible mark on
the community.

A wide variety of toys were dis-
tributed, all of which were carefully
chosen to meet the distinct inter-
ests and preferences of the youths in
the area. Remarkably, Yolo County
Children’s Alliance went above
and beyond by kindly providing the
community with their resources and
services, which aligned with the
evolving needs of children and their
parents. This thoughtful contribu-
tion paved the way for resources and
promoted the overall well-being of
Dunnigan, Yolo, and Zamora.

In his expression of gratitude, Yolo

County Supervisor Angel Barajas
acknowledged the invaluable assis-
tance of generous sponsors and
committed volunteers who selflessly
contributed to this noble cause. “In
our third year of the Dunnigan Toy
Drive, the increasing wave of support
is heartening. Together, we’re not just
collecting toys; we’re crafting smiles
on the faces of children, fostering
moments of pure joy that resonate far
beyond the holiday season,” stated
Supervisor Barajas. The distribution
sponsor list, having expanded from

Continued on page 3

Another Victim of Covid

The entrance of West Sacramento’s Café La Bou before it closed on December 29th, 2023.

Story and photo by
Michele Townsend

WEST SACRAMENTO (MPG) -
COVID claimed yet another
victim, as Café La Bou
closed its doors. “La Bou,”
as it is usually called, has
been a popular coffee and
breakfast place under dif-
ferent owners for locals in

West Sacramento since the
early 90’s, but according to
current staff, it just never
picked up enough after
COVID to make it feasible
to stay open. On the counter
sits a sign that reads, in
part, “When I started out
my business 7 % years ago,
from day one, this neigh-
borhood and business has

provided me and my family
with the warmest of wel-
comes where I have met so
many wonderful customers
that have been supportive
throughout all of these past
years. I want to extend a
heartfelt THANK YOU to
ALL of you as well as my
staff, for all of the unforget-
table experiences and great

memories that I will forever
cherish. I will always be
grateful for the opportunity
that West Sacramento and
the surrounding community
has provided to me. You
are truly the best!” It was
simply signed “Sincerely,
Johnny Garcia”. Café La
Bou’s last day open was
December 29th, 2023. %

Caltrans Extends
Public Comment
Period for
Interstate 80
Project

Caltrans News Release

YOLO COUNTY, CA (MPG) -
Caltrans is extending the
public comment period
for the Yolo Interstate 80
Corridor Improvements
Project Draft
Environmental Impact
Report from January 5,
2024, to January 12, 2024.

Comments on the Draft
EIR will be received
until the new deadline
of January 12, 2024, and
Caltrans will provide
responses that will be pub-
lished in the final EIR.
Caltrans will also provide
responses to individuals
who submit written com-
ments by mail or email.
Comments can be sub-
mitted by email to the
project email address:
yolo80corridor@dot.
ca.gov, or by mail to 703
B Street, Marysville, CA
95901, attention to Masum
Patwary, Environmental
Coordinator.

Copies of the Draft EIR
continue to be available at
the following locations:

Electronic copy at proj-
ect website: https://dot.
ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/
district-3/d3-projects/
d3-i80-corridor-improve-
ments; Electronic copy at
State Clearinghouse; Hard
copy at West Sacramento
Library (1212 Merkley
Ave, West Sacramento,
CA 95691); Hard copy at
Davis Library (315 E 14th.
St, Davis, CA 95616)

Caltrans seeks public
comment on a proposed
$465 million project to
construct toll express lanes
on Interstate 80 (I-80) and
U.S. Highway 50 (US 50)
in Yolo and Sacramento
counties. Developed in
partnership with the Yolo
Transportation District
(YoloTD), Caltrans would
add a lane in both direc-
tions to reduce delays and
encourage transit usage,
vanpooling and carpooling.
Toll revenue is expected to
help fund local YoloTD
bus and Capital Corridor
rail services.

Other project benefits
would include:

Upgraded overhead elec-
tronic highway message
signs; Bicycle/pedestrian
improvements at the Yolo
Causeway bike path; A
300-space Park-n-Ride in
West Sacramento.

Caltrans and YoloTD
received an $86 million
grant for the project from
the U.S. Department of

Continued on page 3
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Restoration of 6 Trips to Yolobus Yolo County Residents Encouraged
Routes 211 and 212

YoloTD News Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) - Yolo
Transportation District
(YoloTD) is pleased to
announce the restoration
of six trips to Yolobus
Woodland Local Routes
211 and 212, effective
Sunday, January 14, 2024.
These additional trips
aim to enhance the com-
muting experience for
passengers and contribute
to the overall improvement
ofpublictransportationservices
in the region.

YoloTD’s Acting
Director of Transit
Operations Daisy Romero
expressed enthusiasm
about restoring these
trips, “We understand the
importance of offering
commuters more choices
when it comes to their
daily journeys. Restoring
these trips aligns with our
commitment to provid-
ing reliable and convenient
fixed route services in

AYolobus coach runs along Route 211. Photo courtesy of YoloTD

our community.”

Beginning on January
14, 2024, commuters can
look forward to the fol-
lowing additions to the
Woodland Local Routes:

Route 211: 6:00 a.m.,
7:00 a.m., 8:00 p.m.

Route 212: 7:00 a.m.,
7:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m.

These trips have been
designed to address the
evolving transportation
needs of the community,
providing more options for
riders to plan their journeys
conveniently. Riders may
view the schedule and plan
their trip at Yolobus.com/
Routes.

The restored trips were
originally part of the
YoloGO plan, a strategic
initiative approved by the
YoloTD Board of Directors
in 2021. Unfortunately,
due to the unforeseen
challenges posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic,
YoloTD had to postpone
the implementation of

these trips and temporarily
reduce services.

The reinstated trips,
offering early mornings
and later rides, not only
provide commuters with
expanded options but also
contribute to community
well-being. This enhanced
flexibility supports riders in
planning their daily sched-
ules, making it easier to
meet work, education, and
personal commitments.

Additionally, these trips,
catering to both morning
and evening hours, facil-
itate smoother travel for
workers, customers, and
tourists, ultimately pro-
moting sustainability by
reducing individual car
usage and carbon emissions.

YoloTD remains com-
mitted to enhancing public
transportation services and
is optimistic that the res-
toration of these trips will
contribute to increased
accessibility and conve-
nience for passengers. %

Caltrans Releases Draft Project
List for Public Comment

Caltrans News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Caltrans has
released the draft 2024 State Highway
Operation and Protection Program
(SHOPP) plan, the state’s primary
funding program for maintaining and
preserving California’s transportation
infrastructure.

The draft, which features a new inter-
active dashboard detailing the location
and specifics on approximately $16
billion in projects, will be open for
public comment through Jan. 19, 2024.
The list of approximately 600 projects
throughout the state includes approxi-
mately 100 carryover projects where
Caltrans later added climate adapta-
tion, additional safety protections, and
bike and pedestrian elements. These
projects had been developed before the
state’s adoption of the Climate Action
Plan for Transportation Infrastructure
(CAPTI) in 2021. The added elements
were funded by approximately $600
million from the federal Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act, also known
as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

The 195 new projects being added
to the SHOPP reflect planning work
largely completed after CAPTI imple-
mentation. These projects, totaling $6.2
billion, include many climate, safety
and multimodal features within the
overall “fix it first” framework estab-
lished in Senate Bill (SB) 1, the Road
Repair and Accountability Act of 2017.

The SHOPP covers four fiscal years
(FY 24/25 through 27/28) and funds
roadway and bridge rehabilitation
or replacements, along with safety
improvements, bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure, operational improve-
ments, and climate adaptation projects.

For increased transparency, Caltrans
incorporated the interactive dashboard
to allow the public to map, search and
download all the proposed projects,
including significant details on the
project scope.

“Caltrans is focused on maintaining
and improving the state’s transporta-
tion network so that it is safer, more
reliable and more climate resilient,”
said Caltrans Director Tony Tavares.

“We are also committed to trans-
parency to ensure the public has the
opportunity to be engaged before we
move forward with projects.”

In line with the “fix it first” philos-
ophy, the SHOPP’s primary focus is
fixing and maintaining the state high-
way system. Along with keeping the
state highway system in a state of good
repair, the SHOPP also includes addi-
tional objectives, such as improving
safety for all road users; increasing
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure;
ensuring projects are equitably dis-
tributed in rural and urban centers and
throughout all socioeconomic sections;
and providing for climate adaptation.

Proposed funding includes:

$8 billion to improve more than
6,000 lane-miles of pavement; $3.2
billion to repair and upgrade 80
bridges and tunnels; $900 million for
safety improvements; $666 million to
upgrade drainage systems by repair-
ing more than 58 miles of culverts
and diversions; $604 million for 1,400
new and improved signals, signs,
ramps, and metering systems; Nearly
$400 million to make infrastructure
more resilient to the impacts of cli-
mate change. The prior SHOPP had no
dedicated investment for climate resil-
iency; $280 million for bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure; $173 million
for improved highway/interstate sig-
nage and lighting.

Interested parties are encouraged to
review the draft SHOPP online dash-
board at projectbook.dot.ca.gov. The
website includes a link to submit
online comments on the draft SHOPP.

Building on the SHOPP transporta-
tion efforts, the 2023 State Highway
System Management Plan (SHSMP),
released earlier this year, lays out the
future objectives for SHOPP proj-
ects. The 2023 SHSMP is organized
to incorporate more climate-friendly
elements into maintenance projects
and presents a performance-driven,
integrated management plan for
California’s state highway system’s
needs, investments, and performance
for the 10-year period spanning
through June 2033. *

to Mask and Vaccinate

Yolo County News
Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) - As
the New Year approaches,
Yolo County is closely
tracking a rise in respira-
tory virus activity in the
community through waste-
water monitoring. Recent
wastewater data indicate
high levels of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus that causes
COVID-19, along with
high levels of respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV). For
both these viruses, the cur-
rent Yolo County average
is in the top third of lev-
els seen nationally over the
last year, indicating high
activity.

Yolo County’s Public
Health Officer Dr. Aimee
Sisson emphasizes the
crucial need for precau-
tionary measures during
times of high respiratory
virus activity. “Our waste-
water monitoring program
is currently detecting high
COVID-19 and RSV lev-
els,” stated Dr. Sisson. “I
recommend that everybody
in the community take
steps to protect themselves
from infection, includ-
ing wearing a high-quality
mask when indoors around
others. In addition, if
you have not yet gotten
the updated COVID-19
vaccine, annual flu vac-
cine, and RSV vaccine, I
strongly encourage you to
do so — it is not too late.”

WastewaterSCAN
reports that SARS-CoV-2
and RSV levels in Yolo
County are at their high-
est since last winter’s
surge. Simultaneously,
influenza activity is rising
statewide and is currently
moderate in Yolo County.
All residents are strongly
urged to take the follow-
ing actions to prevent
respiratory illness:

Vaccination: Stay up-to-
date with vaccination for
COVID-19, influenza, and
RSV. All individuals aged
six months and older are
recommended to a dose of
the updated XBB COVID-
19 vaccine. Everyone six
months and older is also
recommended to receive
an influenza vaccine annu-
ally. This year, a vaccine is
available for RSV and is
recommended for persons
60 years and older, infants,
and pregnant persons.
Vaccines play a pivotal role
in reducing severe illness,
hospitalization, and death.

Wear a Mask: In
crowded indoor spaces,
wearing a high-qual-
ity mask (N95, KN95, or
KF94) that fits well pro-
vides an added layer
of protection.

Ventilation: Indoors,
enhance ventilation by
using a high-quality filter
in your HVAC system and
adding a portable HEPA
filter in rooms where you
spend time with others.
When weather permits,
choose outdoor gath-
erings to maximize
ventilation and reduce
transmission risk.

Practice Good
Hygiene: Wash hands reg-
ularly with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds.
Hand sanitizers are a con-
venient alternative when
soap is unavailable.

Yolo County residents
are encouraged to monitor
their health for symptoms
of respiratory illness,
including fever, cough,
shortness of breath, nasal
congestion, runny nose,
sore throat, muscle or body
aches, or fatigue. Persons
with symptoms should stay
home, test for COVID-
19, and follow isolation
guidelines if positive. If
COVID-19 testing is

WE SUPPORT
IRST RESPONDERS

negative and symptoms are
moderate to severe, con-
sider seeing a healthcare
provider for influenza and
RSV testing and treatment.

Antigen tests for
COVID-19 are widely
available at retail phar-
macies and covered
by insurance with no
cost-sharing in-network.
Free COVID-19 antigen
tests and masks are acces-
sible in vending machines
at the following locations:

Davis: Mary L. Stephens
Library, 315 E. 14th St.

Esparto: Regional
Library, 17065 Yolo Ave.

West Sacramento
(Temporarily unavail-
able): HHSA Campus,
500 Jefferson Blvd.

Winters: City Hall,
318 Ist St.

Woodland
(Temporarily unavail-
able): La Superior Market,
34 W. Court St.

If you test posi-
tive for COVID-19 and
have symptoms, talk to
a healthcare provider
about antiviral treatments
to prevent severe dis-
ease and recover faster.
Individuals without
timely access to a health-
care provider can utilize
free virtual COVID-19
telehealth services and
medications through
Sesame Care by call-
ing 833-686-5051 or
visiting their website at
SesameCare.com/covid.
Anyone seeking guid-
ance on locally available
resources for COVID-19
support, including test-
ing, vaccination, or other
assistance programs,
should call 2-1-1.

For more informa-

tion and updates, please
visit the official Yolo
County COVID-19 web-
site at YoloCounty.org/
Coronavirus *

Crime Reports
WEST SACRAMENTO

12-16-23 MOISES RODRIGUEZ-CORTEZ Arrested for Driving without a license, DUI and DUI 0.08% after

allegedly driving the wrong way on West Capitol Ave. 12-19-23

CARLOS DIAZ Arrested for

Assault with a deadly weapon:Not a firearm and Threaten crime with intent to terrorize.
12-21-23 JOSE MENDEZ Arrested for Disorderly conduct.
12-24-23 JAMES MONTAGNE Arrested for burglary:First degree and receiving known stolen property after
allegedly breaking into a residence where he thought the owner had died. He took pictures and
drawings, books and some documents and a few audio items, then locked up the house and exited
through the back window. Resident said the things were his and he did not know the people that

broke in.

12-25-23 JOSEPH DRAKE Arrested for Burglary and Obstruction.

INCIDENT/CRIME REPORTS

11-19-23 Unidentified suspects stole approximately $6,000 - $7,000 worth of tools. Burglary.
12-15-23 Shooting occurred on Lighthouse Drive and Fountain Drive. Assault with a firearm on person.
12-18-23 A battery was stolen out of victim’s tractor trailer. $100 loss. Petty theft.

12-19-23 Subject arrested. Verbal road dispute. In the midst of the dispute, suspect appeared to intentionally
run victim’s vehicle off the road. Assault with a deadly weapon:NOT a firearm, Threaten crime with
intent to terrorize.

12-20-23 Victim's vehicle was burglarized in his driveway. $800 loss. Burglary and Vandalism.

12-21-23 Vandalism to fire knock box. $612 loss. Vandalism

12-21-23 Subject was seen and reported by multiple people looking into vehicles and opening garages in
a neighborhood. Subject was found hiding next to a fenceline in business next to a residence and
did not live in neighborhood. Subject was found to be on Sacramento County probation and was
arrested. Disorderly conduct.

12-21-23 Residents called in reports of shots fired following a verbal argument between neighbors. When
Officers arrived, they found 5 spent 9MM shell casings were located in a driveway on Laurel Lane.
Attempts to contact resident via loud speaker and by telephone were unsuccessful. Follow-up to be
conducted by investigations. Willful discharge of a firearm in a grossly negligent manner.

12-21-23 Unknown male subject walked into the store, went to hardware, grabbed pressure washer, put in
cart and left. $450 loss. Petty theft.

12-14-23 Victim had over $15,000.00 worth of items stolen from storage unit. $17,300 loss. Burglary and

Grand theft.

12-19-23 Suspect brandished a firearm at victim after hitting his car. Suspect fled. No Hit and Run report
requested but victim wanted to press charges for brandishing a firearm. Exhibit concealed firearm

in public.

12-19-23 Burglary at City of West Sacramento Public Works Building.

12-22-23 Right side front passenger window broken and items taken. $245 loss. Burglary.

12-24-23 Subject entered residence and removed several miscellaneous items. Subject detained. Property
returned to owner. Burglary and Receiving known stolen property.

12-25-23 Subject caught committing Burglary. $585 loss. Burglary and Obstruction.
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T()ys Distributed to Yearlony Reading Program to Continue in 2024
over 500 Children

a magical touch to the festivities. The gen-

Continued from page 1

the previous year, played a pivotal role
in enhancing the scale and impact of the
event. The collective efforts of the spon-
sors and volunteers translated into more
smiles, laughter, and excitement among

the children.

With their distinctive populations,
Dunnigan, Yolo, and Zamora symbolize
the diverse range of experiences and cul-
tural backgrounds that define Yolo County.
The toy distribution event not only
brought seasonal cheer, but also fostered a
sense of community and shared responsi-
bility. The presence of Santa Claus added

uine delight on the faces of the children
served as a reminder of the positive influ-
ence such events have on the community’s
overall well-being.
The 3rd Annual

Christmas Toy

Distribution in Dunnigan emerged as a ray

of joy and unity. The event not only brought
joy to the youth, but also strengthened the
bonds of community in this unique corner
of Yolo County. The collective warmth of
generosity and compassion shone bright,
leaving an enduring impact on the hearts and
minds of all those who participated in and
benefited from this remarkable initiative. %

Caltrans Extends Public Comment
Period for Interstate 80 Project

Continued from page 1
Transportation in 2021.
That federal funding
expires if the project is not
federally authorized for
construction by September
30, 2024.

Based on the proposed
schedule, Caltrans antic-
ipates construction to

begin in October 2024 and
finish the project in win-
ter 2027, contingent on
funding.

Caltrans District 3 is
responsible for main-
taining and operating
4,385 lane miles in 11
Sacramento Valley and
Northern Sierra counties.

For district updates, fol-
low Caltrans District 3
on X @CaltransDist3
and on Facebook at
CaltransDistrict3. For
real-time traffic, click on
Caltrans’ QuickMap or
download the QuickMap
app from the App Store or
Google Play. *

SAFE Grants $10,000 to Ovemight
Childcare Crisis Nursery

SAFE Credit Union
News Release

FOLSOM, CA (MPG)
- Exemplifying the
credit union’s com-
mitment in 2023 to
provide philanthropic
support to nonprofits
supporting healthy com-
munities, SAFE is
providing funding to help
the most vulnerable of
Yolo, Sacramento and
Solano county residents.

The credit union
recently awarded the
Yolo Crisis Nursery with
a $10,000 SAFE com-
munity grant to assist the
center’s efforts to give
children experiencing, or
at risk of being abused and
neglected, a safe, healthy
and caring environment.

The grant provides
funding for the nursery’s
Safe Stays Crisis Respite
Care program. The cri-
sis nursery — one of only
four throughout California
— is the only crisis nursery
licensed to provide over-
night crisis childcare in
Yolo County.

“Our vision at the

nursery is that every child
grows up in a safe, sta-
ble, and loving home,”
said Yolo Crisis Nursery
Executive Director
Heather Sleuter. “We are
thrilled to partner with
SAFE Credit Union on
this grant. It will enable
the nursery to care for
more vulnerable children
and their families in our
community.”

According to the
American Academy of
Pediatrics, an estimated
one in four children in the
country experience abuse
or neglect in their life-
time. In addition, the most
recent available data from
KidsData, an organization
that promotes the health
of children in California,
shows 43 reports of abuse
or neglect per 1,000 chil-
dren were made in Yolo
County in 2020.

The Safe Stays program
provides between 2,000
and 2,500 stays for chil-
dren annually, including
100 parents and children
in crisis benefitting from
the program that offers
a caring and homelike

Yolo Crisis Nursery Executive
Director Heather Sleuter

environment for visitors.
“We are so humbled and
proud to be able to pro-
vide funding for such an
extraordinarily impactful
program in our area,” said
SAFE Credit Union Vice
President of Community
Relations and Financial

Education Rebecca
Delmundo.
The Yolo Crisis

Nursery, founded in 2001,
offers free, 24-hour nur-
turing childcare for infants
and children up to the
age of five and provides
wrap-around services for
parents and caretakers. To
find out more visit: https://
yolocrisisnursery.org/. %
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Lifetime Masters Club Member

Yolo County News
Release

WOODLAND, CA (MPG) -
Yolo County Library has a
New Year’s resolution for
you: Read more in 2024.
Beginning January 1, the
Library will continue the
reading program that spans
the entire calendar year,
entitled “52: A Yearlong
Reading Journey.”

The Library is once
again challenging patrons
to read as many books
as they can in 2024 with
the help of our weekly
prompts. Yolo County
Librarian Diana Lopez
said, “We are really excited
about continuing 52: A
Yearlong Reading Journey

in 2024! Reading is a life-
long skill that can offer
many benefits. It is a great
way to learn new things,
relax, and even escape into
exciting worlds different
from your own. Reading
can also be a great way
to connect with others
and make new friends by
sharing recommendations
and joining book clubs. If
you're looking for some
encouragement and an
opportunity to read more
books, sign up for this
amazing program!”

Pick up a 52 checklist at
your local library branch,
or sign up on Beanstack to
join the program digitally.
Beanstack is available on
mobile devices through the

Apple App Store or Google
Play Store, or can be
accessed by web browser at
www. YoloCountyLibrary.
Beanstack.org/reader365.
52: A Yearlong
Reading Journey is free
and sponsored by the
Yolo County Library
Foundation and the vari-
ous Friends of the Library
groups. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, visit
your local Yolo County
Library branch or www.
YoloCountyLibrary.
org/ycl52. Connect
with Yolo County
Library on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/
YoloCountyLibrary.org
and Instagram at @yolo-
countylibrary *

West Sacramento Recreation Center's
15th Anniversary Party/Open House

City of West Sacramento

News Release

2024, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. to check out
the facility. Our event will offer some-

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Passholders
and the West Sacramento community are
invited to celebrate 15 years of health,
wellness, and community at the Rec
Center. Stop by on Friday, January 12,

thing for everyone, spanning all age
groups. From thrilling Mario Kart tour-
naments to exciting rock wall challenges,
group exercise classes and more, there
will be entertainment and activities suit-
able for both kids and adults. *
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Creeping Beauty

by Andrea Portes

What if Sleeping
Beauty wasn’t really
asleep?

Bitsy has always

been the plain, lack-
ing Princess whose only
worth was waiting for
a prince to come and
sweep her off her feet or,
at the very least, marry.
Bitsy’s royal life was
lackluster, sheltered, and
protected, not allowing
her to have a thought or
action of her own. Then,
one day, in a panic, Bitsy
tries to flee from the cas-
tle, her responsibility to
marry, and the vile price
who demands her hand
in marriage, only to find
a strange door, hiding
away a spindle.

As if called to the
spindle, Bitsy follows,
pricking her finger. But
it’s not a golden slum-
ber that overcomes the
Princess; it’s a king-
dom. The moment Bitsy
pricks her finger, she
falls deep down into
another world, another
time, and another place.
Bitsy is no longer a prin-
cess waiting for a prince.
Bitsy is now trapped in
a world where beauty
rules, truth is hidden at
all costs, and a dark evil
rules at the forefront. In
order to have any hope
of finding her way home,
Bitsy must now fight to
survive.

Royalty means

THE FRINCESS FINALLY WAKES UF.
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¢ Publisher: Harper Teen
¢ Intended Audience:
Young Adult
# Release Date: Aug. 22, 2023

nothing, but beauty is a
currency. Now fighting
for survival and finding
a way home, Bitsy learns
the power and sharpness
of her own mind. The
only way to survive this
world is to be cunning,
deceitful, and quick, all
attributes Bitsy never
knew she possessed.

Yet, in a land ruled by
greed and possession,
Bitsy must still learn
who is there to help and
who is there to profit,
opening the door to more
questions than there are
answers. Ultimately,
this poses the true ques-
tion: At what point
is the Princess’s true
awakening?

The Princess finally
awakens in this twisted,
retold story of Sleeping

Beauty. While giving the
illusion of sleeping in a
deep slumber, Sleeping
Beauty is actually very
awake, living an alter-
nate reality in a strange
new world. A world that
is meant to challenge
Sleeping Beauty in every
facet of her life, ulti-
mately forming its own
awakening.

While the preface of
this Sleeping Beauty
retelling is alluring,
readers will uncover a
confusing plot line that
tackles weighty, sen-
sitive issues. With the
princess landing in a
kingdom where most of
the inhabitants die, to
narrowly escape only
to be sold to the high-
est bidder, readers will
be left questioning which
direction this story is
headed. However, the
story’s saving grace is
that the main charac-
ter has quite the growth,
learning to use her mind,
skills, and wit to survive.
This story’s quick ending
is left to readers’ inter-
pretation, but also is the
subtext. Andrea Portes
doesn’t serve the story
or its meaning on a silver
platter; instead, it allows
the readers to ponder and
think for themselves the
true meaning and mes-
sage behind the real
awakening of Sleeping
Beauty. *

SErRVING FamILIEs IN WEST SAcRaAMENTO SINCE 1962

R1vER CITIES

FUNERAL CHAPEL
916-371-4535 ¢+ www.RiverCitiesFuneralChapel.com

+ Complete Funeral Services ¢ Cremation or Burial ¢ We Use All Cemeteries + World
Wide Shipping ¢ Insurance Funded ¢ Pre-Need Plans With Price Guarantee

Our funeral home is owned, managed and cared for by the Daniel family
of West Sacramento, representing five generations of funeral service.

910 SouLt STREET ¢ WEST SACRAMENTO CA 95691

FD #1082

TUNNEL TO TOWERS HONORS OUR
MILITARY AND FIRST RESPONDERS

WHO CONTINUE TO MAKE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF LIFE AND LIMB FOR OUR COUNTRY

* ok ok Kk ok ok kb ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk

LINE OF
DUTY

* Kk k Kk Kk Kk Kk &

Providing mortgage-free
homes to Gold Star and
Fallen First Responder
families with young
children and building
specially-adapted Smart
Homes for our most
severely injured.

FDNY Firefighter Stephen Siller gave his life while
saving others on September 11, 2001
* ok ok k Kk Kk Kk *x Kk K *

THE FOUNDATION HAS BEEN SUPPORTING
OUR NATION'S GREATEST HEROES EVER SINCE

AND EDUCATING PEOPLE ABOUT 9/11
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Foundation

DONATE $11/MO TODAY
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Social Security Matters

If My Wife Claims Now, Will It Hurt
My Social Security Amount?

A,

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I am 69 years
old, and my wife turned 70
early this year. I am still
working full time. My wife
is not working, but she got
a letter from Social Security
saying she should take her
Social Security as soon
as possible.

My question is: since my
wife has reached her full
retirement age, can she take
her SS without it affecting
mine when I claim? I plan
to work at least another
year, depending on how the
economy goes (I may have
to work longer if it doesn’t
get better). [ have IRAs and
a 401k to pull from when
I retire. Signed: Anxious
Husband

Dear Anxious: The rea-
son your wife received a
letter from Social Security
(SS) suggesting she claims
now is because her bene-
fit reached maximum some
time ago at age 70. Thus,
there is no reason for her
to wait beyond age 70 to
claim. By delaying past
age 70 your wife is losing
money so she should appl;y
as soon as possible. I sug-
gest your wife call Social
Security at 1.800.772.1213
(or your local office) right
away to request an appoint-
ment to apply for her

benefits and she should be
sure to request six months
of retroactive payments (SS
will pay up to 6 months ret-
roactively). If your wife
has a “my Social Security”
online account, she can also
apply online at www.ssa.
gov/apply, but she should be
sure to request six months
of retroactive benefits in the
“Remarks” section of the
online application. Because
your wife is more than six
months past age 70, getting
6 months retroactive bene-
fits will not reduce her age
70 benefit amount. Nor will
your wife claiming her ben-
efits now negatively affect
your Social Security when
you later claim.

Even though you plan to
continue working, likely
beyond 70 years of age
yourself, you should not
wait beyond age 70 to claim
for the same reason — your
benefit will reach maximum
when you are 70. You can
apply for your benefits up
to 4 months in advance, and
specify you want benefits to
start in the month you turn
70. If you haven’t already
done so, you may wish to
create your own “my Social
Security” online account
now at www.ssa.gov/myac-
count, which will make
it easier for you to apply
online at www.ssa.gov/
apply when the time comes
next year. Applying online
is, by far, the most efficient
way, but you need to have
your online account set up
first to do so.

Just so you know, there is
no need to worry that you
won’t get credit for work
income earned after you
have applied for your ben-
efits. Even after you are
collecting benefits, Social

Security will automati-
cally review your earnings
each year when that info
is received from the IRS
(after you file your income
tax return). If your most
recent earnings are higher
than those in any of the
35 years of lifetime earn-
ings used to calculate
your benefit when you
claim, Social Security will
automatically increase
your monthly payment
amount. In other words,
you shouldn’t delay past
age 70 to claim Social
Security because you’re
working — you’ll still get
credit for those earnings,
automatically.

So, I suggest that your
wife take fast action
to apply for her Social
Security benefits to avoid
losing any more money,
and that you plan to apply
for your benefits to start
when you turn 70. There
is no financial advantage
to waiting beyond age 70
to claim, even if you con-
tinue working.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
AMAC Foundation's staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. *

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Looking for
a place to
worship?

Check here first!
To find out how to list your place of
worship in this directory, call
(916) 371-8030 for more information.

Seventh Day
Adventist Church

Sasa Andelkovic, Senior Pastor

2860 Jefferson Blvd., W. Sac.
PO Box 447, W. Sac. 95691

Sat. Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
(916) 372-6570

Community
Lutheran Church

Join us for a positive, uplifting message!
We welcome all!
Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
920 Drever St.

(916) 317-8804
Facebook.com/
CommunityLutheranWestSacramento

New Seasons Church
Your Church in West Sacramento
Pastor Ron Jackson

Sunday Service 9:30 a.m.
2124 Michigan Blvd.,
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 265-4025
pastorron @newseasonsws.com
WWW. NEWSseasonsws.com

Trinity Presbyterian
Church

1500 Park Blvd. W. Sacramento
(916) 371-5875
www.TrinityWestSac.org
info @trinitywestsac.org
Pastor Jamie Crook
Spanish Ministry Pastor: Miryam Osorio
Sunday Worship Services:

10 a.m. Blended/Traditional
Noon Spanish Language

West Sacramento

Baptist Church
Sun. School - 9:30 a.m.
Sun. Worship - 11 a.m.

Wed. Prayer Meeting
& Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
2124 Michigan Blvd.
(916) 371-2111

Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church

911 Park Blvd, West Sacramento
Office: (916) 371-4814
Fr. Mathew Rappu, Pastor
Mass: Mon, Tues, Wed 8:30 a.m.
Fri 8:30 a.m. at OLG school
during school year
Sat: 5:30 p.m. vigil, Sun: 9 am., 11 a.m.

Center for Spiritual

Awareness
The church love is building

1275 Starboard Dr. | W. Sac. 95691
(916) 374-9177

Sun. Services: 9 am and 10:45 am

Meditation: 10:30 am
Youth Programs & Jr. Church
Rev. Rick Harrell
WWW.csasacramento.org
revrick @csasacramento.org
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But Will He Listen?

Dear Dave,

My best friend is having
financial problems, and I’'m
worried about him. He’s
“between jobs” now and
making less than $600 a
month through a part-time
job. He says he’s holding
out for his dream job, which
is about ten hours away,
but even when he’s work-
ing full time, he always asks
to borrow money or says
he’s running low. He inter-
viewed for his dream job
several months ago, and I
haven’t got the heart to tell
him he was probably passed
over for the position. Is
there anything I can do to
help him?

— Garrett

Dear Garrett,

I assume that since you’re
good friends, he’s willing
to listen to what you have

to say. There’s absolutely
nothing wrong with having

Dave Ramsey Says

to be practical and realistic
at the same time.

This next part is more
observation than insult, so
I hope you’ll understand.
Your friend sounds to me
like he might be a little
impulsive and unrealistic.
When it comes right down
to it, maybe a touch imma-
ture, too. So, I think what
we’re talking about here
is how to give your friend
a gentle, well-intentioned
nudge in a more realis-
tic direction. He needs to
open his eyes to some pos-
itive financial realities of
life—like living on a writ-
ten, monthly budget—and
not making a habit of chas-
ing rainbows and making
excuses.

If he came to me for
advice, the first thing I’d tell
him is that the most employ-
able people are ones who
aren’t broke. When you
go into a job interview and
you’re broke, it’s easy to
come off as desperate and
tense. That doesn’t make for
a very good interview.

The answer to that, when
you’re essentially unem-
ployed, is to work any
legitimate full-time job. At
the very least, two, three or
even four part-time jobs.

and mow yards. It’s doesn’t
matter what you’re doing,
as long as you’re gener-
ating a livable income for
yourself. Smile and be pro-
fessional at whatever you’re
doing, too. You never know
when you might come face-
to-face with your next real
employer. But none of this
will happen if you’re work-
ing three or four hours a
day, and spending most of
your time at home in front
of the television.

I hope this helps. I hope
your friend will listen to you
and understand you have his
best interests at heart. But if
he doesn’t, all you can do is
hope for the best and pray
for him.

Best of luck, Garrett.
You’re a good friend.

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an
eight-time national best-
selling author, personal
finance expert and host of
The Ramsey Show. He has
appeared on Good Morning
America, CBS This Morning,
Today, Fox News, CNN, Fox
Business and many more.
Since 1992, Dave has helped
people take control of their
money, build wealth and
enhance their lives. He also
serves as CEO for Ramsey

a dream job. You just have

Deliver pizzas, wait tables

Solutions

WE SUPPORT
FIRST RESPONDERS

MOXIE SALON

:
B

_-‘-"

DONOVAN BLAZAK

your professional hairstylist

1029 Jefferson Blvd
West Sacramento, CA. 95691

916-371-4906
916-747-5201
hairbydonovan@gmail.com
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Local Classifieds

Advertise in your local community newspaper

Call

916-773-1111

Autos Wanted m Health/Wellness Landscaping Real Estate

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote -Call now before
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??
Your car donation to Patriotic
Hearts helps veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495. (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama ahora:
1-844-244-5441 (24/7)(ca-scany

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (ca-scan)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup -
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion — Help Find Missing Kids!
Call 1-888-491-1453. (ca-scan)

Donating your vehicle? Get
more! Free Towing. Tax De-
ductible. Plus a $200 restau-
rant voucher and a 2-night/3-
day hotel stay at one of 50
locations. Call Heritage for the
Blind to donate your vehicle
today. CALL 1-844-491-2884

(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old  Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by
hobbyist 1948-1998 Only. Any
condition. Top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: Porscheresto-
ration@yah00.com  (cak-scan-2/1724)

Computer Service

insky’s

PC Configurations

Alan Tinaky o |
Phone: 9166222269 [l
Zeonfig@sbeglobolnet =

E g #RAH1S

www.zinskysperepair.com

[ Visit: mpg8.com |

Take the Smell
Test Challeng

A free scratch-and-sniff ,}!
test can help researchers -
learn more about Loy
brain health N
.
/
Request your o L —
mysmelitest.org/news < s
w scan the QR code | — [ )
K ’
L "
e ey

Hall of Fa me

‘our *

daxy

Arisne] MLE gamas of

~BASEBALL-

Far mere infosmation, call or text for a free brochiuane: BOT. 2171328

Adbvertise in your local
community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (carscan)

Fitness/Yoga

Your Fitness Genie
[ 2 Yoar Virtual Sessions

Age Well
At Home

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

i Be Active, Call Today! [J
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com
(916)768-8767

AVAILABLE. Buildable
Lot. Land Park. Call Tony.
916-248-2766 (3/15/2023)

'V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

'84 Corvette, 88,000 miles,
engine is extremely strong,
4 speed tranny, get’s up and
goes. Interior needs work.
Primered. First $2,500 drives
it away. 530-742-9144 leave
message. (TFN)

Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663

vfw6158.0rg/rent-our-hall/

Call or come by

Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com ey

Advertising
Works!

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-888-892-
5598 (Cal-SCAN)

Help Wanted

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUP
Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul

NEED: Landscaping bark?
Gutters cleaned?
Light fence work?
CALL 916/205-9310
or 916/627-9000f |}

Landscaping

‘IC( mﬁrnﬂ tional

o ARKET
Manyb Positions are
Available. Please no
phone calls. Apply in
person.

10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
emment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-855-480-0769

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 9/30/23) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1- 888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT LOCAL
NEWS?

Call
(916)
TT3
1111

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting.
Residential/ commercial

Amencan Landscape Design
& Installation, Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maimtenance Compary

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#aM9as

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Music Lessons

Guitar Lessons
Beginner to Advanced . $20/
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/30/23)

MPG8.COM

Visit: mpg8.com

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans.

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot,
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Lic#817945 43 Years Experience

916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Tree Service

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

(Cal-SCAN)

Pt 3 )
MPG

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING
FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD
Insured. Workman's comp. Arborist

916-722-6321

BPTreeServices.com
_ VISA/MASTER CARD
California Contractors Lic #1036031

We
Support
Our
Military

My wife laughed when | wanted to be a CEO,

Advertise in
your local
community

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

But when | took the company public?

» Can’t Get That Right Job?

> Is Age A Problem?

> Have You Been Downsized?

» Want To Change Industries?

> Do You Find Sending Resumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?

> Are You Reaching The Unpublished Market?

> Would You Be Open To Remote or Hybrid
Work?

> Are You Getting The Compensation That You
Deserve?

Executives: FREE Resume Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation and Guidance

Next Level 646 219-0000

Resume to vpcareers20@gmail.com

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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Legal Advertising Hotline
916-483-2299

Legal Advertising Fax
916-773-2999

LEGAL ADVERTISING
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Legal Advertising
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd #5
Carmichael, CA 95608

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20231007
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Wake Forest, 1313
Wake Forest Drive, Davis, CA

95616.

Shiuh-Wuu Lee GP, 18853 Al-
lendale Avenue, Saratoga, CA
95070 and Shiuh-Kai Lee GP,
268 Oak Grove Avenue, Ather-
ton, CA 94027. This business is
conducted by A General Partner-
ship. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on July 11,
1996.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/1/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 15, 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5,

2024
WAKE 1-5-23
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT

FILE NO. 20230996
The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:
Three Rivers Heating and Air,
707 Aldridge Road, Vacaville,
CA 95688 County of SOLANO
Mailing Address: 707 Aldridge
Road, Vacaville, CA 95688
Blue Mountain Construction Ser-
vices, Inc., 707 Aldridge Road,
Vacaville, CA 95688
This business is conducted by a
Corporation
The registrant(s) commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
Blue Mountain Construction Ser-
vices, Inc.
S/ Sandra Grouf, Treasurer/Sec-
retary
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/28/2023.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
Kquam, Deputy
12/15,12/22, 12/29/23, 1/5/24

CNS-3764171#
NEWS-LEDGER 1/6/24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FILE NO. F20230993
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Spotless Book-
keeping LLC, 2979 Spruce Way,
West Sacramento, CA 95691.
Spotless  Bookkeeping LLC,
2979 Spruce Way, West Sac-
ramento, CA 95691. This busi-
ness is conducted by A Limited
Liability Company. The registrant
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on
October 1,2018.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/27/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,

2024
SPOTLESS 1-12-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FILE NO. F20230921
The following person(s) is doing
business as: EZ Kidz Equip-
ment Rentals, 3248 San Vicen-
te Road, West Sacramento, CA
95691.

Robert Louis Matthews Il and
Shelby Ann Matthews, 3248 San
Vicente Road, West Sacramen-
to, CA 95691. This business is
conducted by A Married Couple.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on October 30,
2023.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
10/31/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 22, 29, 2023 Jan 5, 12,

2024
EZKIDZ 1-12-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FILE NO. F20231020
The following person(s) is doing
business as: DC Plumbing, 2467
Bear River Court, West Sacra-
mento,

CA 95691.

Dmitry Chuguy, 2467 Bear Riv-
er Court, West Sacramento, CA
95691. This business is con-
ducted by An Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name or names listed
above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/8/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, 1/5, 1/12, 1119,
2024

PLUMBING 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20231032
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Mi Querido Micho-
acan, 1235 Harbor Boulevard,

West Sacramento, CA 95691
Juan Ramon Chagollan, 2598
Myers Ranch Lane, West Sacra-
mento, CA 95691. This business
is conducted by An Individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on December 11,
2023.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/11/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, 1/5, 112, 1119,

2024
MICHOACAN 1-19-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FILE NO. F20231070
The following person(s) is do-
ing business as: Moreno Your
Cleaning Company, 800 Doug-
las Street, West Sacramento, CA
95605.

Cindy Nohemi Moreno Rivera,
800 Douglas Street, West Sacra-
mento, CA 95605. This business
is conducted by An Individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names

listed above on December 20,
2023.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/21/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, 1/5, 1/12, 1119,
2024

MORENO 1-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. F20230954
The following person(s) is doing
business as: A&V Motors/ A and
V/CityGrafix Wraps Motors, 1982
Enterprise Boulevard, West Sac-

ramento, CA 95691.

City Grafix Wraps, LLC, 1982
Enterprise Boulevard, West Sac-
ramento, CA 95691. This busi-
ness is conducted by A Limited
Liability Company. The registrant
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on
October 17, 2023.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/9/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: Dec 29, 2023, 1/5, 112, 1119,

2024
A&V 1-19-24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT

FILE NO. 20231060
The following person(s) is doing
business as:
Novonesis US, Inc., 1445 Drew Av-
enue, Davis, CA 95618, County of
Yolo.
Novozymes US, Inc., 1445 Drew
Avenue, Davis, CA 95618
This business is conducted by
Corporation.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on December 13,
2023
/s/ Charles Shapiro, Secretary
Novozymes US, Inc
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/19/2023.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
By: mvera, Deputy

Publish:12/29/23, 1/5, 1/12,

1/19/24

CNS-3767866#

NEWS-LEDGER 1/19/24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT

FILE NO. F20231042
The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:
CARNITAS EL RINCON, 1780
E. MAIN ST, WOODLAND, CA
95776 County of YOLO
CER2 INC, 2920 ALUM ROCK
AVE, SAN JOSE, CA 95127
This business is conducted by a
Corporation
The registrant(s) commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on 12/06/2023.
CER2INC
S/ RAFAEL
PRESIDENT
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/14/2023.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
KQUAM, Deputy
Publish:  12/29/23, 1/5,
1/19/24
CNS-37673994#
NEWS-LEDGER 1/19/24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO. 20231057
The Following Person(S) Is Do-
ing Business As:
Novonesis Davis, Inc., 1445
Drew Avenue, Davis, Ca 95618,
County of Yolo.
Novozymes, Inc., 1445 Drew Av-
enue, Davis, Ca 95618
This Business Is Conducted by
Corporation.
The Registrant Commenced to
Transact Business Under the
Fictitious Business Name or
Names Listed Above on Decem-
ber 13, 2023
/S/ Charles Shapiro, Secretary
Novozymes, Inc.
This Statement Was Filed with
The County Clerk of Yolo County
On 12/19/2023.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
BY: MVERA, DEPUTY
Publish: 12/29/23, 1/5, 112, 1/19/24

GUERRERO,

112,

CNS-3767863#
NEWS-LEDGER 1/19/24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

FILE NO. 20231058
The Following Person(S) Is Do-
ing Business As:
Novonesis Bioag, Inc., 1445
Drew Avenue, Davis, Ca
95618, County of Yolo.
Mailing Address: 3101 West
Custer Avenue, Milwaukee, Wi
53209
Novozymes Bioag, Inc., 1445
Drew Avenue, Davis, Ca 95618
This Business Is Conducted by
Corporation.
The Registrant Commenced to
Transact Business Under the
Fictitious Business Name or
Names Listed Above on Decem-
ber 13, 2023
/S/ Charles Shapiro, Secretary
Novozymes Bioag, Inc.
This Statement Was Filed with
The County Clerk of Yolo County
On 12/19/2023.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
By: Melisa Vera, Deputy
Publish:  12/29/23, 1/5,
1/19/24
Cns-3767865#
NEWS-LEDGER 119/24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO. F20231033
The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:
Blankinship, a Bowman Compa-
ny, 1615 5th Street, Suite A, Da-
vis, CA 95616 County of YOLO
Mailing Address: 12355 Sunrise
Valley Dr., Suite 520 Reston, VA
20191
Blankinship & Associates, Inc.,
1615 5th Street, Suite A, Davis,
CA 95616

112,

This business is conducted by a
Corporation

The registrant(s) commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on 09/12/2000.
Blankinship & Associates, Inc.

S/ Michael Blankinship, Presi-
dent,

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/11/2023.

Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder

KQuam Deputy

Publish: 12/29/23, 1/5, 1112,

1/19/24

CNS-3761373#

NEWS-LEDGER 1/19/24
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT FILE NO. F20231003
The following person(s) is doing
business as: Westside Reg-
istration Services, 540 Glide
Court #B, West Sacramento, CA
95691.

Maria Elena Rivera Garcia, 3175
White Fish Bay Road, West
Sacramento, CA 95691. This
business is conducted by An
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name
or names listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
11/29/2023.

By: Jesse Salinas, Deputy
Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
WESTSIDE 1-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

FILE NO. F20231067
The following person(s) is doing
business as:
Paint 4 Community, 8 W Casa
Linda Dr., Woodland, CA 95695,
County of Yolo.
Mary Ludovina, 8 W Casa Linda
Dr., Woodland, CA 95695
This business is conducted by
Individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names
listed above on N/A
/s/ Mary Ludovina
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Yolo County on
12/21/2023.
Jesse Salinas, County Clerk/Re-
corder
By: kquam, Deputy
1/5, 112,119, 1/26/24
CNS-3769858#
NEWS-LEDGER

LIEN SALE

1-26-24

Extra Space Storage, on behalf
of itself or its affiliates, Life Stor-
age or Storage Express, will
hold a public auction to satisfy
Extra Space’s lien, by selling
personal property described
below belonging to those indi-
viduals listed below at the loca-
tion indicated. 1022 Gibson Rd,
Woodland, Ca,95695 on 1/17/24
@11am: Jennifer Allen: Rhon-
da Arias 19389 County Rd 102,
Woodland, Ca,95776 on 1/17/24
@2pm: Frank Dogbe 1100 N 1 st
St, Dixon, Ca, 95620 on 1/17/24
@2pm: Thomas Gomez: Al-
exander Playford: Samantha
Church: Morgan Gonzalez: Ja-
cob Slert: Anthony Curtis: Isa-
dora Silva: Shanna Diller The
auction will be listed and adver-
tised on www.storagetreasures.
com. Purchases must be made
with cash only and paid at the
above referenced facility in order
to complete the transaction. Ex-
tra Space Storage may refuse
any bid and may rescind any pur-
chase up until the winning bidder
takes possession of the personal
property. 1/5/24

CNS-3770434#

NEWS-LEDGER 1-5-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

NAME CHANGE
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF YOLO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
#CV2023-2578
Domonique Lashay Gibbs has
filed a petition with this court for
a decree changing the name(s)
of Domonique Lashay Gibbs to

Domonique Lashay Brice.

IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titted matter appear before this
court on February 13, 2024, at
9:00 a.m. in Department 14,
located at 1000 Main Street
Woodland, CA 95695 and show
cause, if any, why the petition for
Change of Name should not be
granted.

Dated: December 15, 2023
Stephen L. Mock, Judge of the
Superior Court

Publish: January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
GIBBS 1-26-24

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
ROBERT AIELLO JR.

CASE NO. PR2023-0301
To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate,
or both of ROBERT AIELLO JR..
A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by TAMMIE AIEL-
LO in the Superior Court of Cali-

fornia, County of YOLO.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that TAMMIE AIELLO
be appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the estate
of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representa-
tive to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed

action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
01/26/24 at 9:00AM in Dept. TBD
located at 1000 MAIN STREET,
WOODLAND, CA 95695

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting
of the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.

Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner

JOHN J. PUGH - SBN 122719
655 UNIVERSITY AVENUE,
#100

SACRAMENTO CA 95825
Telephone (916) 927-1800
Publish:12/22, 12/29/23, 1/5/24
CNS-3766952#

NEWS-LEDGER 1-5-24

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S
SALE Trustee Sale No.

00000009860594 Title Order
No.: 230341582 FHA/NVA/PMI
No.:  049-1136318-703-203B
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST, DATED
10/31/2019. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. BARRETT
DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER
and WEISS, LLP, as duly ap-
pointed Trustee under and pur-
suant to Deed of Trust Recorded
on 11/04/2019 as Instrument No.
2019-0027818-00 of official re-
cords in the office of the County
Recorder of YOLO County, State
of CALIFORNIA. EXECUTED
BY: IGNACIO MILLER SR,
AN UNMARRIED MAN, WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER’S CHECK/CASH
EQUIVALENT or other form of
payment authorized by California
Civil Code 2924h(b), (payable
at time of sale in lawful money
of the United States). DATE OF
SALE: 01/26/2024 TIME OF
SALE: 12:45 PM PLACE OF
SALE: AT THE REAR (NORTH)
ENTRANCE TO THE CITY
HALL BUILDING, 1110 WEST
CAPITOL AVENUE, WEST
SACRAMENTO, CA 95691.
STREET ADDRESS and oth-
er common designation, if any,
of the real property described
above is purported to be: 4027
PROSSER STREET, WEST
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
95691 APN#: 072-366-006-000
FKA 045-270-010-000 The un-
dersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address and oth-
er common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be
made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or en-
cumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provided
in said note(s), advances, under
the terms of said Deed of Trust,
fees, charges and expenses
of the Trustee and of the trusts
created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid
balance of the obligation secured
by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, ex-
penses and advances at the time
of the initial publication of the No-
tice of Sale is $458,561.12. The
beneficiary under said Deed of
Trust heretofore executed and
delivered to the undersigned a
written Declaration of Default
and Demand for Sale, and a writ-
ten Notice of Default and Election
to Sell. The undersigned caused
said Notice of Default and Elec-
tion to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property
is located. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding
at a trustee auction. You will be
bidding on a lien, not on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest bid
at a trustee auction does not au-
tomatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the
property. You are encouraged to

investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one
or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 29249 of the
California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property,
you may call 833-561-0243 for
information regarding the trust-
ee’s sale or visit this Internet
Web site  WWW.SALES.BDF-
GROUP.COM for information re-
garding the sale of this property,
using the file number assigned
to this case 00000009860594.
Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in du-
ration or that occur close in time
to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the
Internet Web site. The best way
to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You
may have a right to purchase this
property after the trustee auction
pursuant to Section 2924m of the
California Civil Code. If you are
an “eligible tenant buyer,” you
can purchase the property if you
match the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. If
you are an “eligible bidder”, you
may be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last
and highest bid placed at the
trustee auction. There are three
steps to exercising this right of
purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you
can call 833-561-0243, or vis-
it this intemet website WWW.
SALES.BDFGROUP.COM  us-
ing the file number assigned to
this case 00000009860594 to
find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of
the last and highest bid, and the
address of the trustee. Second,
you must send a written notice
of intent to place a bid so that
the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a
bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 45 days after the
trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you
should consider contacting an at-
torney or appropriate real estate
professional immediately for ad-
vice regarding this potential right
to purchase. FOR TRUSTEE
SALE INFORMATION PLEASE
CALL: 833-561-0243 WWW.
SALES.BDFGROUP.COM
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAP-
PIER TREDER and WEISS,
LLP IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR  ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. BARRETT DAF-
FIN FRAPPIER TREDER and
WEISS, LLP as Trustee 3990 E.
Concours Street, Suite 350 On-
tario, CA 91764 (866) 795-1852
Dated: 12/18/2023 A-4804766
WEST SACRAMENTO
NEWS LEDGER 12/29/2023,
01/05/2024, 01/12/2024

WEST SACNEWS LEDGER  1-12-24

T.S. No. 107385-CA APN:
014-291-008-000 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE IMPORT-
ANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED 4/19/2007.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAW-
YER On 2/8/2024 at 12:45 PM,
CLEAR RECON CORP, as
duly appointed trustee under
and pursuant to Deed of Trust
recorded 4/25/2007 as Instru-
ment No. 2007-0015138-00 of
Official Records in the office of
the County Recorder of Yolo
County, State of CALIFORNIA
executed by: ROSE LYNN DIAZ,
A MARRIED WOMAN WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSO-
CIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCI-
ATION, OR SAVINGS BANK
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102
OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO
BUSINESS IN THIS STATE;
OUTSIDE THE REAR (NORTH)
ENTRANCE TO THE CITY
HALL 1110 WEST CAPITOL
AVENUE, WEST SACRAMEN-
TO, CA 95691 all right, title and
interest conveyed to and now
held by it under said Deed of
Trust in the property situated in
said County and State described
as: LOT 116, AS SHOWN ON
THAT CERTAIN PLAT OF
ELKHORN VILLAGE UNIT
NO. 7, FILED ON MAY 22,
1957, IN BOOK 5 OF MAPS,
AT PAGE 47, YOLO COUN-
TY RECORDS. EXCEPTING
THEREFROM ALL MINERALS,
OIL, GAS AND OTHER HY-
DROCARBON SUBSTANCES,

WITHIN OR UNDERLYING THE
LAND BELOW A DEPTH OF
FIVE HUNDRED (500) FEET
FROM THE SURFACE OF
SAID LOTS, WHETHER NOW
KNOW TO EXIST OR HEREAF-
TER DISCOVERED. The street
address and other common des-
ignation, if any, of the real proper-
ty described above is purported
to be: 1037 FREMONT BLVD,
WEST SACRAMENTO, CA
95605 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any in-
correctness of the street address
and other common designation,
if any, shown herein. Said sale
will be held, but without covenant
or warranty, express or implied,
regarding title, possession, con-
dition, or encumbrances, includ-
ing fees, charges and expenses
of the Trustee and of the trusts
created by said Deed of Trust, to
pay the remaining principal sums
of the note(s) secured by said
Deed of Trust. The total amount
of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the prop-
erty to be sold and reasonable
estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale
is: $183,028.76 If the Trustee
is unable to convey title for any
reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall
be the return of monies paid to
the Trustee, and the successful
bidder shall have no further re-
course. The beneficiary under
said Deed of Trust heretofore ex-
ecuted and delivered to the un-
dersigned a written Declaration
of Default and Demand for Sale,
and a written Notice of Default
and Election to Sell. The under-
signed or its predecessor caused
said Notice of Default and Elec-
tion to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property
is located. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding
at a trustee auction. You will be
bidding on a lien, not on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest bid
at a trustee auction does not au-
tomatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the
property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one
or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property,
you may call (844) 477-7869 or
visit this Internet Web site WWW.
STOXPOSTING.COM,  using
the file number assigned to this
case 107385-CA. Information
about postponements that are
very short in duration or that oc-
cur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be re-
flected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site.
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend
the scheduled sale. NOTICE
TO TENANT: Effective January
1, 2021, you may have a right
to purchase this property after
the trustee auction pursuant to
Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible
tenant buyer,” you can purchase
the property if you match the
last and highest bid placed at
the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” you may be
able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and highest
bid placed at the trustee auction.
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First,
48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call (855)
313-3319, or visit this internet
website  www.clearreconcorp.
com, using the file number as-
signed to this case 107385-CA to
find the date on which the trust-
ee’s sale was held, the amount of
the last and highest bid, and the
address of the trustee. Second,
you must send a written notice
of intent to place a bid so that
the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a
bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 45 days after
the trustee’s sale. If you think
you may qualify as an “eligible
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,”
you should consider contacting
an attorney or appropriate real
estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential
right to purchase. FOR SALES
INFORMATION: (844) 477-7869
CLEAR RECON CORP 8880
Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 725
San Diego, California 92108
WEST SACRAMENTO NEWS
LEDGER 12/29/2023 1/5/2024
1/12/2024
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Parks and Rec Fit n’
Play - Fit n’ Play class
focuses on getting your
kiddos moving and
familiar with basic phys-
ical fitness such as body
weight exercises, yoga,
stretching, cardio and
will incorporate games,
relay races and other fun
activities. Event held at
Recreation Center, 2801
Jefferson Blvd., January 9,
2024, 6:45 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
For ages 7 to 12. Fee: Free
for passholders, $10 for
non-passholders.

Kids Night Out - Kids
get a night out and par-
ents get a night off! Kids
will enjoy three hours of
games, activities like crafts
and dancing, as well as
dinner and a movie! Be
sure to send your child
with a blanket and pillow

movie time.

When: Friday from 6
p-m. - 9 p.m. on December
8 | January 12 | March 8
| April 12

Where: West
Sacramento Community
Center 1075 West Capitol
Ave., West Sacramento,
CA 95691

Who: For Kids in
Kindergarten through 5th
Grade (Ages 5-12)

Cost: $15 per child/
session

Advance Registration
required. Please regis-
ter today! Space is limited
and sign-ups close the
Sunday prior to the event
date. Find the event under
“Youth and Teen activi-
ties” or enter “Kids Night
Out” into the search field.

Questions about the
event? Please contact our
Recreation Coordinator
Lucy Ramos.

Session - Created by
Zumba and BabyFirst for
kids ages 0-5, Zumbini
combines music, dance
and educational tools
for 45 minutes of can’t-
stop, won’t-stop bonding,
learning, and fitness fun!
This class is open to the
child and mom, dad,
grandparents or any care-
givers. Register here! Find
it under “Special Interest
Adult, Teen & Youth.”
Date: 01/13/2024 12 p.m.
- 12:45 p.m. Recreation
Center located at 2801
Jefferson Blvd., West
Sacramento, California
95691.

West Sacramento has
4 options for Christmas
Tree Recycling! Here’s
how you can give your tree
a second life:

Recycle your tree curb-
side by placing it next
to your organics cart on

December 26 through
January 22. Trees’ lengths
must be no longer than 5ft.
You may also cut your tree
into smaller sections and
place them inside your
organics cart.

Have the Cub Scouts
recycle it for you! Pack
49 is offering tree pickup
and recycling for dona-
tions. Contact the Scouts at
Pack49Trees@gmail.com
to inquire about a tree pick
up appointment.

Take it to the Yolo
County Central Landfill for
free tree recycling daily,
December 26 through
January 15, excluding New
Year’s Day, when the land-
fill will be closed. Located
at 44090 County Rd. 28H,
Woodland, CA 95776.

Drop it off at WM’s
free Christmas Tree
recycling bin at 1271 W
Capitol Ave., daily from 7

26 through January 9.

Please remove the tinsel,
lights, stand, and orna-
ments before recycling
your tree.

Turner Library is
offering some great
classes and events -
Location is 1212 Merkley
Ave., West Sacramento.

January 8 - Maker
Monday: Join us the 2nd
Monday each month as we
craft and draw together!
Have fun and connect
with others as we encour-
age each other’s creativity.
Bring your own project to
work on or use supplies
provided by the library. All
skill levels welcome. Best
for adults & teens 16+.
12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.

January 9 - Hug-a-bye-
baby: A lap-sit program
best for children under one
year and their parents/care-
givers to promote language

through songs, stories,
rhymes, and play.
January 10 - Wiggle
Wednesday: Get the wig-
gles out at this weekly
music and movement
program! All families wel-
come — best for children
ages 1-5.
Understanding your
taxes: Confused by your
taxes? Join us for a presen-
tation by SAFE’s Financial
Wellness Team as they
shed light on some of the
mystery that exists around
what taxes are, how they
are used, and important
documents to understand.
January 11 - Yoga at the
Library: Come relax your
mind and body with our
weekly yoga class led by
certified instructor Maria
Betts. Be sure to bring a
mat and bottled water, and
wear comfortable athletic
clothing. Beginners wel-

to be comfortable during Zumbini - Free Demo your regular service day,

a.m. to 3 p.m., December and social development come! *

Legal Advertising Hotline
916-483-2299

Legal Advertising Fax
916-773-2999

LEGAL ADVERTISING

News-Ledger Adjudicated For and By the County of Yolo, Adjudication No. CV PT 09-1432 — September 4, 2009

Legal Advertising
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd #5
Carmichael, CA 95608

Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to Government Code Section 66018, The West Sacramento Economic Development and
Housing Commission (EDH) will conduct a public hearing on January 24, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. to
announce the availability of federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for program
year 2024 and to receive public comment regarding programs and projects that may be considered
for funding. Interested persons are invited to attend. The hearing will be held at the City of West
Sacramento City Hall, second floor, 1110 West Capitol Ave., West Sacramento, California 95691.

The City of West Sacramento receives an annual allocation of CDBG funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). As a condition of the grant, the City is
required to develop an Annual Action Plan outlining how funds will be used to meet goals set in a
HUD-approved five-year Consolidated Plan. The 2024 Annual Action Plan will cover the fourth year
of the City’s 2021-2025 Consolidated Plan.

CDBG funds must be used for projects that meet at least one of the three HUD national objectives:

1) benefitting low and moderate-income households; 2) addressing slums or blight conditions; or 3)
addressing an urgent need such as flood or earthquake damage. Eligible projects include, but are
not limited to: public infrastructure, parks, affordable housing and job creation; in addition to public
services such as programs serving the homeless, disabled, elderly or low-income persons. Public
facility development may be eligible for projects such as acquisition or rehabilitation of shelters,
health clinics, or youth centers benefitting low- and moderate-income families. The City estimates
an allocation of funds close to the prior year's CDBG allocation of $518,743 and an estimated

$300,000 in program income to be available during program year 2024.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need assistance to participate
in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk, at clerk@cityofwestsacramento.org, seventy-two

(72) hours prior to the meeting to allow the City to make reasonable arrangements to assure
accessibility to this meeting.

Assistance is available to groups representing low-income residents that are interested in
learning about CDBG funding for programs or projects. Questions or comments may be directed
to Isaah Alford, Community Investment Planner, at (916) 617-4555 or by email at isaaha@
cityofwestsacramento.org.

The City of West Sacramento promotes fair housing and makes all programs available to low- and
moderate-income households regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual
preference, marital status or disability.

Aviso de Audiencia Publica

En conformidad con la Seccién 66018 del Cédigo de Gobierno, la Comision de Vivienda y Desarrollo
Econdmico de West Sacramento (EDH, por sus siglas en inglés) llevara a cabo una audiencia
publica el 24 de enero de 2024 a las 6:00 p.m. para anunciar la disponibilidad de fondos federales
de Subvencion en Bloque para el Desarrollo Comunitario (CDBG, por sus siglas en inglés) para
el programa del afno 2024 y para recibir comentarios publicos sobre programas y proyectos que
pueden ser considerados para financiamiento. Las personas interesadas estan invitadas a asistir.
La audiencia se llevara a cabo en el Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de West Sacramento, segundo
piso, 1110 West Capitol Ave., West Sacramento, California 95691.

La ciudad de West Sacramento recibe una asignacion anual de fondos CDBG del Departamento de
Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano (HUD, por sus siglas en inglés) . Como condicién de la subvencion,
se requiere que la Ciudad desarrolle un Plan de Accién Anual que describa como se utilizaran los
fondos para alcanzar las metas establecidas en un Plan Consolidado de cinco afios aprobado por
HUD. El Plan de Accién Anual 2024 cubrira el tercer afio del Plan Consolidado

2021-2025 de la Ciudad.

Los fondos de CDBG deben usarse para proyectos que cumplan con al menos uno de los tres
objetivos nacionales de HUD: 1) beneficiar a los hogares de ingresos bajos y moderados; 2)
abordar las condiciones de los barrios pobres o deteriorados; o 3) abordar una necesidad urgente,
como dafos por inundaciones o terremotos. Los proyectos elegibles incluyen, pero no se limitan
a: infraestructura publica, parques, vivienda asequible y creacion de empleo; ademas de servicios
publicos como programas que atienden a personas sin hogar, discapacitadas, de la tercera edad
o de escasos recursos. El desarrollo de instalaciones publicas puede ser elegible para proyectos
como la adquisicion o rehabilitacion de refugios, clinicas de salud o centros juveniles que beneficien
a familias de ingresos bajos y moderados. La Ciudad estima una asignacién de fondos cercana a la
asignacion CDBG del afio anterior de $518,743 y un estimado $300,000 en ingresos del programa
estaran disponibles durante el programa del afio 2024.

En conformidad con la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en
inglés), si necesita ayuda para participar en esta reunién, comuniquese con la Secretaria de la
Ciudad, a clerk@cityofwestsacramento.org, setenta y dos (72) horas antes de la reunién para
permitir que la Ciudad haga arreglos razonables para asegurar la accesibilidad a esta reunion.

La asistencia esta disponible para grupos que representan a residentes de bajos ingresos que
estén interesados en obtener informacion sobre la financiacion de CDBG para programas o
proyectos. Las preguntas o comentarios pueden dirigirse a Isaah Alford, especialista en inversiones
comunitarias, al (916) 617-4555 o por correo electronico a isaaha@ cityofwestsacramento.org.

La ciudad de West Sacramento promueve la vivienda justa y pone todos los programas a
disposicién de los hogares de ingresos bajos y moderados, independientemente de su edad, raza,
color, religién, sexo, origen nacional, preferencia sexual, estado civil o discapacidad.
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INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received and submitted electronically through the City’s Procurement
system at https://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/business/invitation-to-bid until 12:00 PM
local time on January 31, 2024, at which results will be posted and available for public review
for the:

RIVER WALK PARK - GRAND STAIRCASE REPAIR PROJECT

This Invitation to Bid (ITB) is for the construction phase of the River Walk Park — Grand Staircase
Repair Project. The City is seeking a qualified contractor to provide all labor, material, equipment,
and services necessary.

TENTATIVE CITY SCHEDULE:
Mandatory Bid Walk:

January 16, 2023 - 11:00am

At the "Grand Staircase" just east of:
200 Waterfront Place
West Sacramento, CA
95691

Bid Release Date

RFI Question Cutoff
Proposals Due

INQUIRIES:

Questions about this Invitation to Bid should be submitted through the OpenGov at
https://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/business/invitation-to-bid. If appropriate, the City will
post responses to Bidder questions through the Procurement system.

West Sac News Ledger 12-29-23 and 1-5-2024

December 28, 2023
January 23, 2024
January 31, 2024

no later than 2:00pm
no later than 12:00pm

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Self-storage Cube contents of the following customers containing household and other goods
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart Asset Management, LLC as Agent for Owner 541 Harbor
Blvd. West Sacramento Ca, 95691 to satisfy a lien on January 11, 2024 at approx. 12:00PM at
www.storagetreasures.com:

Joshua Joseph, JEWELL WILKINS, John Taylor, Aicha Fousshi-Fischel, Shonika Williams,
Lisa Overstreet, Corazon Fernandez, Aileen Tavernia, Michelle Lee, Aileen Tavernia
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INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received and submitted electronically through the City’'s ProcureNow
system at https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/cityofwestsacramento until 2:00 p.m.
local time on January 24, 2024, at which time and place results will be posted and available for
public review for the:

WASHINGTON AND BRODERICK LIGHTING AND SAFETY PROJECT

The proposed work consists of installation of video detection systems, TESCO backup battery
systems, new signal cabinets, pedestrian push buttons, and various street light fixtures in the
Washington District. This project is funded by the Housing and Urban Development Community
Development Block Grant. All project work must meet all applicable codes and requirements.

The Contractor shall provide labor, tools, equipment, and incidentals, and shall perform all work
necessary to deliver a completed project.

Pre-Bid Meeting: Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

1. Completion of Work: All work shall be completed within Thirty (30) working days from
the date designated on the Notice to Proceed.

2. Obtaining Contract Documents: Contract documents and plans are available for
downloading free of charge through the City’s ProcureNow link at https://procurement.
opengov.com/portal/cityofwestsacramento.

3. Questions: Project-specific questions must be submitted through the City’s ProcureNow
link at https://secure.procurenow.com/portal/cityofwestsacramento. If appropriate,
the City will post responses to Bidder questions through the ProcureNow system. The
cutoff date for submittal of questions is Monday, January 15, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. local time.

4. Submission of Proposals: Sealed proposals will be received and submitted
electronically through the City’s ProcureNow system at https://procurement.opengov.
com/portal/cityofwestsacramento until 2:00 p.m. local time on Wednesday, January
24, 2024, at which time and place results will be posted and available for public review for
the:

Each Bid must conform and be responsive to this notice and shall be submitted
through the City’s ProcureNow system at https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/
cityofwestsacramento.

5. Bid Security: Each proposal must be accompanied by a Bid Security in the form of a
cashier’'s check, certified check, or Bid bond executed on the prescribed form, in an
amount not less than ten percent (10%) of the total Bid price payable to the City of West
Sacramento.

Bidders are hereby notified that in accordance with the provisions of Public Contract Code
section 22300, securities may be substituted for any monies which the City may withhold
pursuant to the terms of this Contract to ensure performance.

6. Construction License: Bidder must possess a current Class “A” General Engineering
issued by the State of California at the time the bid is submitted.

7. Contractor Registration: All Bidders, and Subcontractors subject to Public Contract
Code section 4104, must have registered with the California State Department of Industrial
Relations pursuant to Labor Code section 1725.5 prior to submitting a bid. Furthermore, a
Contractor, and all Subcontractors subject to Public Contract Code section 4104, must be
registered pursuant to Labor Code section 1725.5 before entering into a contract to work
on a public project.

8. Preconstruction Conference: A preconstruction conference will be convened after
the Contractor has delivered the necessary bonds, insurance certificates, and signed
agreement in proper form as required in the invitation to bid, Bid proposal, and general
conditions of these specifications. Prior to any work, the Contractor shall provide the
Engineer with a list of key personnel assigned to the project and the telephone numbers
where they may be reached at any time. The list shall be made available in sufficient
copies and presented at the preconstruction conference.

9. Award: The award shall be made to the lowest responsible Bidder whose proposal
complies with the specified requirements. The award of the Contract will be made by the
West Sacramento City Council, and the Contractor shall execute the Contract within ten
(10) days after it has received the Contract from the City. The City reserves the right to
waive any irregularity in the proposals. No Bid may be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60)
days after the opening of bids.

10. Rejection of Bids: The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids, or to waive
immaterial irregularities in any bid. Any Bid not conforming to the intent and purpose of
the Contract Documents may be rejected. The City reserves the right to make all awards
in the best interest of the City.

11. Disqualification of Bidder: If there is a reason to believe that collusion exists among any
Bidders, none of the bids of the participants in such collusion will be considered and the
City may likewise elect to reject all bids received.

12. Relief of Bidder: Attention is directed to the provisions of Public Contracts Code section
5101 and the following, concerning relief of Bidders and in particular to the requirements
therein that if the Bidder claims a mistake was made in its bid, the Bidder shall give the
City written notice, within five (5) days after the opening of bids of the alleged mistake,
specifying in the notice, in detail, how the mistake occurred.

13. Wage Rates: Bidders are hereby notified that the California Department of Industrial
Relations has determined the general prevailing rate of wages for each craft, classification,
or type of worker needed to execute the work. Copies of the current schedules for
prevailing wages are on file in the City’s office, and the contents of those schedules are
included herein as if set forth in full.

It shall be mandatory for the Contractor and any Subcontractor under it to pay not less
than the said specified rates to laborers and workmen employed by them in the execution
of the Contract.

14. Bonds: The successful Bidder will be required to furnish a payment bond in an amount
equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract price, and a faithful performance
bond in an amount equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract price.

By:
Ryan Teves, Senior Civil Engineer

Date: 12/22/2023
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD « WINTER FUN

CLUES CROSSWORD
ACROSS 7

1. Mulligatawny and
gazpacho, e.g.

6. Half of NFL

9. “Oscar” of sports
13. Relating to sight
14. Sargasso _____

15. Dugout glider

16. Not fresh

17. First H in HRH

18. Face-to-face exams
19. *Ice fishing shelter
21. *"Polar” activity
23. *Type of Christmas
tree

24. Diagonal

25. Tax return profes-
sional, acr.

28. Kind of cola

30. Diaphragm spasm
35. Scepters’ partners
37. Of two minds
39.__ Jean Baker
40. *Rabbit’s winter one
is white

41. Sheik’s bevy?

43. Type of dam

44, Butcher's refuse
46. Etna’s emission
47. Secret disclosure
48. Stellar

50. Chap or fella

52. Diabetic ketoacido-
sis, acr.

53. A or 0, to blood
55. Unit of electrical
resistance

57. *Finger warmers
60. *Certain sleigh ride
63. Courtroom excuse
64. Gobbled up

66. Train runners

68. Land of taekwondo C

69. “Caroline in the City” "[“
Thompson y OIIS er
70. Relating to Scan- \ g F ”ul .
dinavia . Je ar
71. Not home .

72. *Last winter mo. 888-804-0913

73. Klondike river
ks chease call 388-804-0913
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29. *Frosty’s eyes 4 7 9 2
31. Type of hood
32. Apollo of “Rocky” 3 1 7
33. Inuit skin boat 5
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36. *Betelgeuse, e.g.
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51. Like a rosebush
54. Church song
56. Meow, alt. sp.
57.___-in-the-dark
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Employment

Opportunities

Employment and Independent Contractor Positions
at Messenger Publishing Group

We publish 18 local newspapers in the Sacramento Region. Our main office is in Carmichael.
We have been publishing for 17 years and are seeking new qualified employees.

CURRENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

Office Administration — We are seeking a full-fime administrative support person for our newspaper
group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the Office Manager. Work hours
are between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through Friday. Previous office management experience is required.

Find out what’s happening
in your local area at...

WESTSACRAMENTONEWSLEDGER.COM

Production Layout/ Graphic Design — This part-time position assists with the layout of the newspapers
and works with the production staff to create our weekly newspapers. Must have good working knowledge of
InDesign production programs. Must be able to work within our current system and be able to take direction
to meet our deadlines. Previous layout experience is a must. This is an entry level position. Work hours are
between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm. This position is in our Gridley office and begins in January.

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

Copy Editor — We are seeking a part-time copy editor for our newspaper group. This position works in
the Carmichael office and works directly with Editor. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday
through Friday. Previous edifing experience is required.

City Reporter — We are seeking a part-time City Reporter for our newspaper group. This position may
be assigned to work in the Carmichael office or another area office and works directly with the Editor. Work
hours are flexible depending on assignments. Previous reporting experience is required.

NéwsLedger

Serving West Sacramento and Yolo County since 1964

It is the intent of the News-Ledger to strive for an
objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

Advertising Services Support — We are seeking a part-fime Advertising Services Support person for
our newspaper group. This position works in the Carmichael office and works directly with the owner of the
company and the advertising/graphics staff. Work hours are flexible between 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through
Friday. Previous office experience is required.

The News-Ledgeris not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the
News-Ledger are copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising
created and/or composed by the News-Ledger is with the
publishing company and written permission to reproduce
the same must be obtained from the publisher.

Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Delivery Driver for our newspaper group. This position
would transport newspapers from our Carmichael office to our offices in Marysville and Gridley. Work hours
are from 8:30 to 4:00 every Thursday. Must be able to lift and move bundles of newspapers without
assistance. Must have your own reliable cargo van. This is an independent contractor position and pays a
flat rate for your service.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

News-Ledger is a member of
Messenger Publishing Group Subscriptions should be mailed to:
West Sacramento News-Ledger
1040 West Capitol Avenue, Suite B
West Sacramento, CA 95691
Subscription rate is $42 per year within West Sacramneto
and $62 outside of West Sacramento.

Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,
Carmichael, CA, 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more information.
The News-Ledger is published weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Newsstand Delivery Driver — We are seeking a part-time Newsstand Delivery Driver for our newspaper
group. This position works from the Carmichael office and delivers to our locations in the West Sacramento/
Sacramento Region. Work hours are from 8:30 to 5:00 Thursday and/or Friday. Must be able to lift and
move bundles of newspapers without assistance. You must have a reliable vehicle. This is an independent
contractor position.

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:
Publisher@VIPG8.com.

Be sure to place in the subject
field “Attention to Publisher.” If
you do not have email access,
please call us at (916) 371-8030.

To find out more or to apply:
Email your questions or resume to Publisher@MPG8.com
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New Report Projects Massive
$68 Billion Deficit

California State Senate
Republican Caucus News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The nonpartisan
Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) announced
that California has a projected $68 billion
budget deficit through the next fiscal year, a
sharp but entirely predictable turnaround from
surpluses Governor Newsom bragged about
just last year. This deficit will have signifi-
cant consequences for education funding and
other programs, as economic reality brings
legislative Democrats’ overspending and over-
promising back down to earth.

The Vice Chair of the Senate Budget and
Fiscal Review Committee, Senator Roger
Niello (R-Fair Oaks) offered his reaction to
the LAO’s announcement:

“Despite all warnings that it was unsus-
tainable, California’s tax-and-spend majority
increased state spending by $116 billion over
the last six years, nearly doubling the general
fund budget in that short time. Republicans
cautioned that this level of spending would
lead to greater deficits, and it would be more
prudent to show restraint. Unfortunately, the
majority party ignored those warnings, enact-
ing a budget in June that already projected a
$14 billion deficit, even before the LAO’s new
report revised the deficit to $68 billion.”

Senate Minority Leader Brian W. Jones
(R-San Diego) added, “Governor Newsom
and Democrat lawmakers turned a $100
billion surplus into a $68 billion deficit
in just 2 years. Even more alarming, the
five-year deficit forecast is an astounding
$155 billion, thanks to the overspending
Democrats jammed into the last few bud-
gets. California built up significant budget
reserves under the requirements of a bipar-
tisan 2014 initiative, but Democrats have
managed to outspend even what the
reserves can cover.

“During my first budget cycle as an
Assemblymember in 2011-2012, California
operated with a $143 billion budget. Fast
forward to the 2023-2024 budget cycle,
Democrats’ spending soared the budget to a
staggering $311 billion! In a mere decade,
our state’s budget has more than doubled in
size, an exponential surge, while the finan-
cial capabilities of Californians certainly
haven’t undergone such a monumental
increase as many struggle to afford to even
stay in the state.

“Hopefully, the supermajority will see it
is time for a more realistic budget strategy,
instead of throwing money at a laundry list
of projects that sounds nice on the national
television debate stage.” *
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It's A New Year, But California Will Continue
To Struggle With Existential Issues In 2024

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California enters the new
year with its existential
issues still unresolved, and
a new one — an immense
budget deficit — threatens
to make dealing with them
even more difficult.

California has made very
little progress, if any, on
narrowing its shortage of
housing, its levels of home-
lessness and poverty remain
among the nation’s high-
est, and its population is
declining as hundreds of
thousands of Californians
decamp for other states.

The Legislature’s budget
analyst has calculated that
California faces a $68 bil-
lion gap between revenue
and already programmed
spending over a three-year
period that began in 2022.
Annual deficits in the $30
billion range thereafter.

Next week, Gov. Gavin
Newsom will quantify his
version of the yawning
gap and how he proposes
to close it, touching off six
months of negotiations with
the Legislature on a 2024-

25 budget.
It will domi-
nate election-year

discourse in California
and complicate Newsom’s
simultaneous efforts to
expand his national polit-
ical image by portraying
California as a model of
compassionate and effective
governance that should be
emulated elsewhere.

Newsom and other state-
wide officials — Democrats
all — will not be on the
ballot this year, and it’s cer-
tain that Democrats will
continue to enjoy superma-
jorities in both legislative
houses. California’s only
electoral uncertainties are
which of three Democrats
will fill the late Dianne
Feinstein’s seat in the U.S.
Senate and outcomes in
as many as 10 congres-
sional districts that could
determine which party
controls the House of
Representatives.

The big election year
action will be on a spate
of high-dollar ballot mea-
sures, particularly those
that would affect how
Californians are taxed.
While it’s coincidental that
tax issues are arising just
as the state experiences one
of its periodic budget defi-
cits, the juxtaposition does
give the campaigns for
and against them an added
flavor.

The most prominent tax
measure, sponsored by
the California Business
Roundtable and other cor-
porate groups, would make
raising state and local taxes
more difficult. If passed, it
would require voter approval
of any state tax increases
and increase voting thresh-
olds for local taxes.

Democrats and their allies,
especially public employee
unions, despise the measure,
and the Legislature seeks to
undermine it with a constitu-
tional amendment — also on
the November ballot — that
would increase the required
voting margin for mea-
sures that increase margins
for taxes.

In addition to those duel-
ing propositions, a third
measure, also placed on
the November ballot by

the Legislature, would
lower the voting threshold
for local taxes and bonds
for infrastructure improve-
ments. Having competing
ballot measures on the same
issue has become some-
thing of a trend in recent
elections.

Those, however, are just
three of the propositions
that will, or could be, placed
before voters this year.

Three other biggies are:
a business-backed initia-
tive to repeal the Private
Attorney General Act, a
unique California law that
allows private citizens
to file class-action law-
suits against corporations;
an oil industry referen-
dum that would repeal the
Legislature’s imposition of
a 3,200-foot buffer between
oil wells and “sensitive
receptors” such as schools
and homes; and the lat-
est of many attempts to
make it easier to enact rent
control laws.

All in all, voters will
decide one measure on
the March primary bal-
lot — Newsom’s mental
health bond — and at least a
dozen others in November.
Competing interests could
easily spend a quarter-bil-
lion dollars to persuade
voters.

Interestingly — and per-
haps sadly — none of them
will materially affect the
aforementioned existen-
tial issues that have come
to define California in the
21st century. The chances
are quite strong that when
Californians look back on
2024 a year hence, those
issues will be as depressing
as ever.

Dan Walters has been a
Jjournalist for more than 60
years, spending all but a few
of those years working for
California newspapers. %
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