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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Asked to choose one 
of three options to keep 
the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club viable, the 
membership has voted 
overwhelmingly to autho-
rize its board of directors 
to initiate bankruptcy.

Board President Eric 
Dutton announced the 
outcome in an update to 
the membership on Dec. 
29.

The other two options 
were to slash expenses to 
maintain a balanced bud-
get in 2024 or to increase 
dues by 20%.  All three 
options were explained 
in a Dec. 1 letter from the 
board and discussed at 
Dec. 12 town hall meet-
ing that attracted around 
300 attendees. The board 
conducted the electronic 
vote between Dec. 18 and 
22.

Of the 398 ballots sent 
to golf members, 331 
responded, with 318 sup-
porting bankruptcy. Of 
the 524 ballots sent to 
the social members, 300 
responded, with 264 
favoring bankruptcy. This 
was the equivalent of 66 
full votes as each social 
member holds a quarter 
vote.

 “Thank you all for par-
ticipating in this process, 
and it is quite clear what 
the membership wants,” 
Dutton said in his update.

Contacted by phone, 
Dutton said the direc-
tors voted at their Dec. 
28 meeting to authorize 
the payment to retain the 
bankruptcy attorney “so 
he can give us the back-
ground on what we need 
to do.”

Dutton said the board 
won’t vote to initiate the 
bankruptcy process until 
the attorney confirms the 
club meets the criteria. 
One question might be 
the board’s plan to remain 
solvent in the coming 
year. “If we are making 
ends meet, do we qual-
ify for bankruptcy,” he 
asked.

Dutton said the board 
adopted a preliminary 
budget at their meeting. 
Now he and the club’s 
controller will collabo-
rate with the department 
heads to refine a balanced 
budget moving forward 
as best they can. The 
club also has received an 
insurance payment that 
will bolster cash flow.

Country 
Club 

Members 
Vote for 

Bankruptcy 
Option

By Gail Bullen 
River Times Valley 
Reporter

WILTON, CA (MPG) - Trustees 
with the Reclamation 
District 800 (RD 800), 
which maintains  the 
Cosumnes River levees, 
discussed some welcome 
news at their monthly 
board meeting at the 

Wilton Community Center 
on Dec. 21.

The  Uni ted  Sta tes 
A m y  C o r p s  o f 
Engineers   (Corps) will 
provide the district “a free 
bunch of data” after it sur-
veys the levees and banks 
on the north side of the 
Cosumnes River. It will 
then make recommenda-
tions to mitigate the risks.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) is cre-
ating a hydraulic model of 
the river between Michigan 
Bar and Twin Cities Road, 
which should make it 
easier to predict future 
flooding. 

Both projects should 
help secure future fund-
ing. As of the meeting, the 

district was $7.975 mil-
lion in the red. Most of 
that stems from emergency 
repairs to the levees after 
the January 2023 storms.

RD 800 maintains and 
repairs 34 miles of pri-
vately owned levees 
along the Cosumnes River 
between Rancho Murieta 
and Freeman Road off 

Levee District to Get Free Help
Cosumnes River Levee District to Get Help From Feds, State

Reclamation District 800 remains $7.5 million in the hole after the January 2023 storms even though it has already been 
reimbursed for this levee repair at the end of Fig Road in Wilton. The board received the financial update at their Dec. 21 
meeting. Photos courtesy of the Reclamation District 800 Board

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Marcel Horowitz learned 
a frightening lesson on Dec. 
8 while visiting her mother 
on Retreats Trail Court in 
Rancho Murieta around 2 
p.m. She had no idea that 
homes with propane appli-
ances, like furnaces or stoves, 
require separate propane sen-
sors, as smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors wouldn’t 
detect the gas.

Minutes after arriving, she 
began feeling dizzy, and her 
mother, sitting in the dining 
room, was nearly uncon-
scious. Both had lost their 
sense of smell and didn’t 
detect the rotten egg odor 
added to propane. “I feel very 
lucky we identified what was 
happening to us and were 
able to get out of the house 
before going unconscious,” 
she said.

Horowitz and her mother 
felt better in the fresh air, and 
she called the South Gate. 
The on-duty officer provided 
the non-emergency num-
ber for the fire department, 
which responded promptly. 
Reflecting back, she said, “I 
probably should have called 
911.”

The firefighters shut off the 
propane outside the house 
and extinguished the pilot 
lights inside. Fortunately, 
neither she nor her mother 
required medical treatment. 

Horowitz expressed grati-
tude for the response by the 

Local Resident Sounds Alarm  
About Propane Leaks

CSD BOARD: 
FINANCES, UNION 
TALKS & MORE

security officer, firemen, and 
paramedics. “They were all 
very prompt, professional, 
and helpful,” she said. “We 
are lucky to have people 
there when we need help.”

Following the incident, 
Horowitz called Bell Bros. 
for an inspection. A techni-
cian discovered a problem in 
the connection between the 
propane line and the furnace 
in the attic, causing the leak. 
The furnace was directly 
above the dining room where 
they had been sitting.

Breathing the propane 
could have been fatal, and 
the flammable gas posed an 
explosion risk. “It is certainly 
scary to realize that there are 
parts of our homes that can 
kill you. We will be more 
careful in the future, but now 
I am worried about everyone 
else,” she said.

Horowitz took to social 
media on December 28 to 
share her experience and 
warn other propane users. 
She said one respondent 

Propane leaks at three homes on Retreats Trail Court in Rancho Murieta are raising concerns. 
The most recent was Dec. 8. Photos by Gail Bullen

sent a group text to alert all 
22 homeowners on Retreats 
Trail Court. 

Before this incident, 
Horowitz wasn’t aware that 
carbon monoxide and smoke 
detectors couldn’t detect the 
chemical formulation in pro-
pane gas. “Because it is not 
a commonly used item, there 
isn’t a law that says you must 
have a propane detector.” 

Given that the heavi-
er-than-air propane sinks, 
she recommended install-
ing detectors about 18 inches 
from the floor in the kitchen, 
bedrooms, and garage.

Having learned about 
two other propane leaks 
on Retreats Trail Court, 
Horowitz is reaching out 
to gather information from 
other affected homeowners. 
She can be contacted at mrs_
witz@yahoo.com.

 Once Horowitz confirms 
details about the builder, she 
plans to make contact. “It’s 
scary that a number of these 
homes have had an issue 
with propane,” she said. “I’m 
hopeful the builder will re-in-
spect all of the homes to be 
sure they are safe and up to 
code.” � H

A substantial propane tank next to the country club driving 
range serves 22 homes on Retreats Trail Court. 

SANTA AND 
SIRENS BRING 
HOLIDAY CHEER

SECURITY REPORT: 
DOORBELL DITCHING, 
CATS, BURGLARIES
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of 
emerald fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks 

of the Cosumnes River.  
It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award Holder 

with the Masters Club of the Sacramento 

Association of Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious award given.

Thank you to all 

of our clients in 

2022 for another 

successful year.
BRE #00670687

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 

including “Residential Income”

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top 
Realtor for 43 Years and 

counting.
Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- With a cast of 120 dancers 
ranging in age from 2 to 17, 
the Murieta Dance Company 
converted an empty super-
market into a time traveling 
spectacle for its 2023 recital 
Dec. 9 and 10 at Murieta 
Plaza 

T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e s 
attracted  500 attendees on 
Saturday and about 420 
on Sunday, marking the 
culmination of the dance 
company’s 11th year in 
operation. 

The young dancers show-
cased their skills in tap, jazz, 
ballet, hip-hop dancing, 
musical theater, and acting 
in the musical production 
“Back to the Future 2023 – 
The Next Generation.”

Company Artistic Director 
Doreen Zimmerman penned 
the original script featur-
ing seven characters and 
integrating 36 tunes from 
diverse composers such 
as  Cindi Lauper to John 
Williams. 

In the storyline, when 
Doc Emmett Brown writes 
his notes about his dis-
covery of time travel, he 
has no idea that his grand-
daughter, Doc Emme, will 
find his notebook. With the 
help of her friends Marty, 
Jenn, Einstein, and Tiff, she 
decodes a note her grand-
father left behind. Using 
a magical telephone, they 
travel back to Hill Valley in 
1955.

In the storyline, Doc 
Emmett Brown unknow-
ingly leaves behind notes 
about time travel, later 
discovered by his grand-
daughter, Doc Emme. With  
her friends Marty, Jennifer, 
Einstein, and Tiff, they deci-
pher the notes and use a 
magical telephone to jour-
ney back to 1955 Hill Valley.

After an exhilarating 
musical experience, the kids 
realize they are stranded in 
1955 with no idea how to 
return to 2023. Fortunately, 
the older Doc and older 
Marty who are still travel-
ing in the DeLorean connect 
with them. Together, they 
find right combination to get 
the kids back to their own 
time.

Zimmerman conceived 
the “Back to the Future” 
adaption a long time ago, 
waiting for the opportune 
time to stage it.  Song selec-
tion came first, followed 
by the creation of charac-
ters and scenes. Drafting 
the script proved challeng-
ing due to the incorporation 
of two sets of time travelers. 

The production fea-
tured more dialogue than 
usual to convey the story, 
with rehearsals for the act-
ing parts beginning in 

Murieta Dance Company Heads  
‘Back to the Future 2023’

September.  “It was a lot of 
work and extra time…I’m so 
proud of them,” she said.

Her favorite dance per-
formance was the Senior 
Elite Team’s rendition of 
“Trying,” addressing the 
pressure young people face 
on social media.

After Sunday’s show, 
Zimmerman presented a 
trophy to graduating stu-
dent Katarina Hartmann, 
who portrayed the older 
Doc in the musical and per-
formed a senior dance solo. 
“What a way to graduate,” 
Zimmerman said.

Commenting on the var-
ied costumes, Zimmerman 
mentioned the challenges 

of sizes and costs, crediting 
Pamela Broussard for suc-
cessful modifications.

The most  poignant 
moment occurred post-show 
as Zimmerman thanked 
the audience for their sup-
port, revealing doubts 
about holding the recital 
after her husband Soeren 
Zimmerman’s severe 
motorcycle accident in 
July. Dance instructor 
Maddy Carges enlisted 
past students to cover 
Zimmerman’s classes, 
allowing her and their 
daughter Sierra to stay 
with him at the hospital.

“I will be forever thank-
ful for all of our friends 

and family who got us 
through this,” she said.

Zimmerman directed 
and choreographed this 
year’s production, along-
side choreographers Maddy 
Carges, Tava Anderson, 
Rylie Hartman, Sienna 
Zimmerman, and Sabrina 
Chase along with vocal 
coach Laurel Robbins 
Goodson. Jeremy “JT” 

Turner emceed the produc-
tion, with Wyatt Gaylor, 
James Doran, Scott Rau, 
and Soeren Zimmerman 
handling lights, sound, and 
stage props.

Before the recital and 
during intermission, attend-
ees could enjoy beer, wine, 
and other refreshments, 
place a bid in the silent auc-
tion or purchase flowers and 

Murieta Dance merchandise.  
Zimmerman began teach-

ing with 18 students 11 
years ago at the Murieta 
Health Club. Now she has 
120 students. She now runs 
her own studio in Murieta 
Plaza, with students par-
ticipating  in competitions 
throughout the year, earning 
first-place wins and recogni-
tions. � H

Playing the older generation are Katrina Hartman on left, and Karis Myres. They 
communicate via a magical phone Photos by Gail Bullen

A new generation heads ‘Back to the Future 2023’ when the Murieta Dance 
Company presents its annual recital on Dec. 9 and 10 in Murieta Plaza. From left 
are Quinn McWayne, David Schneider, Diya Khari, Giuliana Lai and Dria Hanson.

The time-traveling DeLorean flashes it lights and revs its 
engines at appropriate times during the show. Parents Scott 
Rau and James Doran built the elaborate prop.

Guided by Audrey Kassel, the Tiny Tots perform to ‘I see the 
light.” From left are Isla Johnson, Kinsley Wong, Jamielynn 
Wilkins,  and Miriam Lisagor.

Performing a piece about the pressure of social media are, 
from left: Olivia Joyner, Katarina Hartmann, Gianna Doran, 
Sienna Zimmermann, Dria Hansson, and Alexis Walters.

Dancing as the ‘Jet Set’ are, from left: Gemma Schneider, Payten Broussard, Chloe Newman, 
Ally Abernethy, Inez Kessler, and Jema Nauman. 

Dance Company Director Doreen Zimman expresses her thanks to the many volunteers who 
helped pull together the recital.

Performing to ‘A Friend Like Me’ are, from left: Layla Essaff, Cassandra Goodson, Aubrey Little, 
Aspen Waters, MacKenzie Long, Indiana Pilliken, Leia Hannum, and Kinley Kindell.
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

Continued from page 1

Law Offices of JACK G. CRAWFORD
A Professional Corporation (est. 1974)

PROBATE, ESTATE PLANNING and TRUST LAW

Learn all of your estate planning alternatives

WILLS & PROBATE • REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS • TAX PLANNING •

IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS • POST DEATH PLANNING AND ASSISTANCE

DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

1545 River Park Dr., Suite 204 Sacramento  
916-922-5700 (Office) 916-354-0756 (Home)

“We will continue to 
function as efficiently 
as we can, for as long as 
we can, until we are at 
the point when we make 
that decision that it is the 
appropriate to initiate 
the bankruptcy process,” 
Dutton said.

That timing will be 
dependent on the attor-
ney. “When he says quite 
clearly that you are not 
going to stay afloat for 
whatever amount of time, 
that will help us deter-
mine where that financial 
point is,” he said.

In additional action at 
the meeting, the board 
elected officers. Dutton 
will serve another term as 
president.  Bill Armstrong 
is vice president, Daniel 
Klaff ,  t reasurer,  and 
Walter Kim, secretary. 
“I’m looking forward to 
working with this board,” 
Dutton said. “They have 
the best interests of the 
club at heart.”

The board is consider-
ing bankruptcy so the club 
could be sold to a new 
owner who would make 
operational and capital 
improvements. Qualified 
buyers are interested in 

the club but only if it is 
free of successor liability. 
The club’s main liabilities 
are the cost of withdraw-
ing from a union pension 
trust fund and a lawsuit 
settlement of $420,000.

A favorable ruling from 
a bankruptcy judge is the 
only hope of eliminat-
ing successor liability. 
A new provision in the 
law makes it faster and 
cheaper to file for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy.

The club is unusual 
because it doesn’t own 
the two golf courses 
or the clubhouse and 
leases them from Rancho 
M u r i e t a  P r o p e r t i e s . 
Carol Anderson Ward, 
the owner of the Murieta 
Equestrian Center, leads 
that investment group.

The lease is the club’s 
major asset and expires in 
2028. Under bankruptcy, 
the lease balance would 
have some value so that 
the club would get a small 
amount of money for 
it. That would clear the 
lease so Rancho Murieta 
Properties could sell the 
property.

Ward attended the town 
hall as an audience mem-
ber. She told the crowd 

she is interviewing pro-
spective buyers with the 
means to make substantial 
improvements including 
a swimming pool. She 
would even consider a 
proposal to sell the hotel 
and its condominium 
lots as part of the deal. 
Ward will also ask the 
buyer to retain the current 
employees.

Presenters at the town 
hal l  h ighl ighted the 
opportune timing for 
selling the club, citing 
willing buyers, landlord 
support, excellent course 
conditions,  increased 
membership, and height-
ened economic activity 
both inside and outside 
the gates.

While some audience 
members advocated for 
all residents inside the 
gates to contribute to the 
club’s support, present-
ers explained that, despite 
their agreement, it wasn’t 
a feasible option.

(Re fer  to  a  sepa-
rate story in this issue 
for an explanation of 
why the Rancho Murieta 
Association board won’t 
seek financial support 
from its members for the 
club.) � H

Country Club Members Vote 
for Bankruptcy Option

Santa and Sirens  
Bring Holiday Cheer  

to Rancho Murieta

Sirens blare and red and blue lights illuminate the scene as a procession of eight 
emergency vehicles winds its way through Rancho Murieta. The Santa and Sirens 
parade made its way to the South on December 20 and the North on December 
21. In the left photo, spectators near the RMA Building joyfully wave to Santa 
Claus. Meanwhile, the right photo captures Santa, his sleigh, and the reindeer 
receiving a lift from an old Florin Fire Department truck. Noteworthy partici-
pants included four rigs from the Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District (which 
absorbed Florin Fire), three from the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office, and one from 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services District Security Department. Photos by 
Gail Bullen � H
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UPDATEUPDATE
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Despite a light 
agenda, the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Board considered several 
notable topics when the directors met on Dec. 
20.

• The financial report included an update 
about the completion of the long overdue 
2020/21 audit. Instead of writing off an audit 
adjustment of $123,000, which is the final 
task, the staff asked for more time to “clean 
up a tangled mess” to ensure the fund balances 
are correct going forward.

• The staff has developed new data tracking 
tools to better manage requests for information 
including requests under the Public Records 
Act. The district has received 149 public 
record requests since 2019 and has spent more 
than $66,000 answering them.

• A tentative agreement between the dis-
trict and employees represented by a union 
that included wage increases and other issues 
was rejected just before the meeting. Although 
the bargaining unit consists of 35 full and part-
time employees, only five are union members 
and were able to vote on the agreement. The 
other employees had no say.

• The security report touched on many inter-
esting topics including two recent restaurant 
burglaries, abandoned cats, and an adult door-
bell ditcher. See the separate story in this issue.

In other business, the board approved a new 
IT position and approved a new investment 
policy.

Financial Report 
Director Stephen Booth asked why General 

Manager Mimi Morris and Mark Matulich, the 
director of finance and administration, hadn’t 
followed his prior suggestion to write off a 
$123,000 audit adjustment and take the lumps 
from the auditor to finally wrap up the long 
overdue 2020/21 audit that has been promised 
to the community for many months.

In explaining why, Morris described 
the 2020/21 finance year as a “tangled 
mess”.  Matulich, who is a CPA, said from 
an accounting standpoint, the year had been 
“out of whack.” Both assured the board that 
only a few items remain to be researched and 
reviewed with the auditors.

Matulich said it was important to close out 
2020/21 fiscal year with a good set of num-
bers so the district will have a good foundation 
moving forward into the subsequent audits. He 
told Booth they should be finished by the next 
board meeting.

 “One thing I can commit to is that when 
this one is done, it is going to be right,” 
Matulich said.

Audience member Mike Martel, a past CSD 
board member, told Morris and Matulich that 
he thought they were doing a marvelous job. 
But he also asked when the district’s financial 
problems began, if there had been negligence, 
and who was responsible.

Morris said it was a complicated question 
and would involve speculation since it hap-
pened before she was hired in May. But it 
appears it began in 2019 after “very knowl-
edgeable” employees left the district. The 
employees coming in behind them didn’t have 
the same ability.

“It was just sort of negligent, and (it was) 
bad, bad bookkeeping,” Morris said.

(Continuous turnover in CSD accounting 
also contributed to problems.)

Martel said that preserving institutional 
knowledge is a good reason why CSD should 
begin appointing residents to its committees 
because they would stay on when staff turned 
over.

Booth asked Morris to place three financial 
items on the agenda for the January meeting. 
First was his observation that  the 2022/23 
and the 2023/24 budgets don’t match, second 
was that the 2023/24 budget doesn’t show a 
$250,000 transfer from property taxes to the 
security budget, and the third was the 38.9% 
administrative allocation to security in the 
2023/24 budget. Booth indicated that figure 
was too high. 

Information Request Tracking
Morris said that staff has been develop-

ing basic data tracking tools to better manage 
requests for information being made to the 
district including correspondence, general 
inquiries and requests Public Records Act.  
Since 2019, the district has received 149 pub-
lic record requests. The majority were made in 
2021 and 22, and nine came in during 2023. 
One request alone encompassed 4,500 emails 
that had to be reviewed and redacted.

Morris said the cost of review by an outside 
law firm came to more than $56,000, and the 
cost of staff time to work on PRAs has been 
over $10,000. The district still hadn’t been 
billed by the district’s counsel for its PRA 
work. 

“Staff understands the conditions that led to 
so many requests for information and hopes to 
restore confidence in district operations so as 
to reduce the cost burden of these inquiries in 
the future,” Morris said.

The district’s response time to inquiries 
probably drew justifiable criticism, she added. 
However, given the volume, the district didn’t 
have the mechanism to evaluate them, espe-
cially in the summer of 2022. Morris said 
new tracking system will show every stage 
in the process. “The goal is to make it clear 

CSD Board Discusses Finances, 
Tracking System, Union Talks

Image shows a section of artificial turf 
covering a manhole. The photo was included 
in the utilities report delivered at the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District meeting 
on Dec. 20. Photos courtesy of CSD Board

Image shows the open manhole, the cover, 
and some of the matted roots found inside.

General Manager Mimi Morris explains a 
new data tracking tool to better manage all 
information requests made to the district.

Director of Administration Mark Matulich 
explains what is preventing the completion 
of the 2020/21 audit.

about why some of these responses will take a 
while,” she said.

Booth commended Morris and her staff for 
developing the tracking tool. “I think it is a 
good step forward in providing greater trans-
parency and accountability to our ratepayers,” 
he said. 

Union Negotiations
Morris had placed a three-year tentative 

agreement between the district and its union-
ized employees on the agenda for board 
approval.  It included more rewarding longev-
ity pay, a more specific drug policy, and wage 
increases. However, she found out before the 
meeting that union members had rejected the 
agreement. “So, we will be going back to the 
drawing board with them,” she said.

Morris and Director Randy Jenco had 
negotiated the agreement with a union repre-
sentative and two union member employees, 
who had agreed to it.

Morris said that the bargaining unit consists 
of 35 full and part-time employees. However, 
only five of them belong to the union, and 
they were the only ones who could vote.

Because of the U.S. Supreme Court Janis 
decision in 2018, members of a bargaining 
unit aren’t required to join the union. Morris 
said they noticed that many CSD employees 
dropped their union memberships in February 
and March.

“But then some of these people realized 
they didn’t get a vote,” she said. “So now they 
are asking to be brought back in because the 
action impacted everyone.”

In Other Business:
• Operations Director Michael Fritschi 

reported that when utility employees inves-
tigated a sewer complaint near Playa Del 
Rey, they unearthed a manhole covered with 
12 inches of artificial turf. After opening the 
cover, they found an extensive mass of roots 
inside.

• The board approved a job description 
for an information technology (IT) man-
ager.  Morris said the district pays at least 
$7,500 a month for contracted IT services. 
She said she hopes to add a part-time position 
to handle the work at less than the current cost 
with much improved service.

• The board approved a revised invest-
ment policy that will allow the district to 
use an investment pool (California Asset 
Management Program) that will pay a higher 
rate of return than the pool that has been used.

• Morris reported the Communications 
Committee is working on a strategy to restore 
the community’s confidence in the district.

• The board declared five district vehicles 
with extensive mileage as surplus so they can 
be sold.

• Morris said she moved 120 boxes of old 
records into the office to end the monthly 
expense of a storage unit. Staff will review the 
records to see which can be destroyed per the 
district’s retention policy.

The board’s next regular meeting will be 
held at 5 p.m. on Jan. 17. � H

Dillard Road in Wilton and 
Freeman Road off Grant 
Line Road in Sheldon. The 
funding to maintain the 
levees at a 10-year flood 
standard comes from an 
assessment district that 
generates only $514,000 a 
year.

Corps survey
During his engineer’s 

report, Patrick Ervin said 
that he, attorney Rebecca 
Smith, President Brian 
Takamori, and Trustee 
Leland Schneider have 
been talking to two repre-
sentatives from the  Corps 
and DWR about partic-
ipating in a pilot study. 
Over the next 10 years, the 
Corps plans to put together 
a national database of all 
private levees in the nation 
with an assessment of their 
conditions and risks. 

Smith said RD 800 was 
included in the pilot study 
with several other small 
districts in California after 
a district in Louisiana 
dropped out. “We just hap-
pened to be in the right 
place at the right time,” she 
said.

Ervin said the Corps has 
limited resources since it is 
a pilot program and could 
only commit to two days of 
inspections on the levees. 
“So, obviously with this 
district, they can’t do the 
entire thing in two days 
because it is too exten-
sive,” he said. “What we 
have settled on with them 
is the north side levees in 
the interest of time.”

After the survey, the 
Corps will produce a report 
outlining the deficiencies 
in the RD 800 north levees 
with an estimate of what it 
will take to get them up to 
par.

Director Mark Hite 
asked whether up to par 
would mean a 100-year 
flood standard. Smith said 
their contacts at the Corps 
and DWR don’t expect to 
get anywhere close to that. 
The goal of the risk assess-
ment and recommended 
mitigations “may be bring-
ing everything up to a five 
of 10 years,” she said. 

Nonetheless, Ervin and 
Smith both said the Corps 
will be providing the dis-
trict “with a bunch of free” 
data that it has never had 
before. While the district 
has some levee locations 
that have been surveyed 
during repairs, it will now 
have a breadth of survey 
data it never had before. 
The Corps survey was 
expected to take place 
mid-January.

P r e s i d e n t  B r i a n 
Takemori asked if any of 
the Corps work would help 
the south side of the river, 
where Wilton and parts of 
Sloughhouse are located.

Smith said their DWR 
representative also had 

been pushing the Corps to 
do both sides of the river, 
but the Corps will want to 
preserve their resources. If 
the Corps surveyed both 
sides, “It would cover less 
than the entire system,” 
Ervin added.

Smith said the board 
could use the $500,000 
state planning grant that 
State Senator Roger 
Niello secured for the dis-
trict in 2023 to do some 
of the same work on the 
south side. “You will want 
to maximize that because 
half a million dollars will 
go really fast,” she said.

Schneider said another 
part of the issue is access, 
which logistically is eas-
ier on the north side of the 
river. He said the Corps is 
considering a drone sur-
vey “So they would be 
able to grab both sides, but 
that is not a guarantee,” 
the trustee said. “Another 
thought was that once we 
get them here, they might 
want to keep on going.”

DWR modeling
Turning to the DWR 

plan to model the river, 
Ervin said he was going 
to meet with three of the 
developers after the meet-
ing to show them to some 
sites for ground verifi-
cation of their model. 
However, because of the 
difficulty of access on the 
south (Wilton) side due to 
recent rains, they would 
view some of it from the 
north bank. 

“I said if you guys want 
to walk 1,000 feet through 
trees and mud, go ahead. 
But I think we can see 
some off the sites from the 
opposite side.”

The engineer will also 
take them to the huge 
Bradley Road break on 
the north side. It’s been 
repaired.

Ervin said DWR expects 
to wrap up the hydrau-
lic model by February. He 
hopes it will include addi-
tional elements such as the 
hydrology of Deer Creek.

“One of the things we 
talked about in the meet-
ing is to be able to use that 
model as a planning tool 
to better predict flows…
focusing our resources on 
raising the elevation and 
clearing (the channel as 
much as we can, ” he said.

Trustee Dave Utterback 
told Ervin said he should 
talk to DWR about dredg-
ing the massive amount of 
sand and sediment that has 
accumulated in the river 
channel. “They don’t need 
to raise it, they just clean it 
out,” he said.

Ervin told him that 
DWR can use a spe-
cial kind of aerial flight 
equipped with “something 
like a green laser” that can 
penetrate the water and see 
the sentiment, “which is 
crazy. I didn’t even know 

that existed,” he said.
Ervin also touched on 

potential for future fund-
ing. He said the DWR 
representative with whom 
they have been work-
ing was a strong advocate 
of RD 800 going through 
the Corps process. That 
will mean the district can 
now quote the Corps as 
saying the district levees 
need a lot of work, which 
the district has been tell-
ing the state for years with 
no effect. Hopefully, that 
will translate into DWR 
regularly funding RD 800 
levees.

“It’s all good,” Irvin 
added. ”The state is  now 
putting more resources 
into the district than they 
have forever.” 

Finances
The financial report 

by accountant  Perla 
Tzintzun-Garabay made 
it evident why the dis-
trict is in dire need of 
more funding. She said 
the updated amount owed 
to the Bank of Stockton 
is $7,475,000. It had been 
$7,975,000 until the board 
authorized a $500,000 
payment in November. 
Most of that money 
came from the National 
Resource Conservation 
Services (NRCS) a divi-
sion of the Department of 
Agriculture.

NRCS agreed to par-
tially fund two repairs 
on Lee School Road and 
Fig Road after the 2023 
storms. Of the $1.9 mil-
lion cost to fix both levees, 
NRCS reimbursed the dis-
trict about 75%, Ervin is 
seeking reimbursement 
from the California Office 
of Emergency Services to 
pay the bulk of the dis-
trict’s 25% cost share.

Ervin also reported he 
had nearly completed the 
voluminous submittals 
required  to seek approx-
imately $5 million in 
FEMA reimbursement for 
another $5.5 million in 
repairs. However, the dis-
trict has no guarantee of 
getting the funds. In the 
past, FEMA refused to 
fund a levee repair proj-
ect that it had previously 
approved. 

Funding for district 
operations comes from 
an assessment district that 
generates only $514,000 a 
year. RD 800 was already 
in the red about $2 mil-
lion before the January 
2023 storms. 

The district borrowed 
more money to make 
extensive emergency 
repairs after the new 
storms broke the levee 
in three locations and 
caused massive erosion 
at a dozen levees on both 
sides of the river.  The 
total cost of the flood 
repairs was $6.5 million. 
� H

Cosumnes River Levee District  
to Get Free Help From Feds, State
Continued from page 1

Discussing the new federal and state help at their meeting are, from left, engineer Patrick 
Ervin, attorney Rebecca Smith, bookkeeper Perla Tzintzun-Garabay, President Brian Takemori, 
and Trustees Mark Hite, Leland Schneider and David Utterback. Trustee Jack Kautz was absent. 
Photo by Gail Bullen

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated
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We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

SECURITY LOGS

 Kiwanis Crab Feed 
Tickets Go On Sale

The 10th Annual Crab 
Feed sponsored by The 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta’s is fast approach-
ing. The club’s largest 
fundraiser of the year will 
be held on Saturday, Feb. 
3, at 6 p.m. at  St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic Church 
Social Hall on Cantova 
Way.   Dine-in and drive-
through tickets are $70 
each and can be purchased 
with cash, check or credit 
card. Dine-in tickets are 
limited and may still be 
available at the time of 
publication, but they can 
only be purchased at our 
in-person sales table at 
the Local Bean Cafe on 
Saturday, Jan.13, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. if dine-in 
tickets remain.   Drive-
through tickets may be 
purchased at the Local 
Bean until Jan. 13 or pur-
chased online until Jan.  
28 at  rmkiwanis.org  or 
by contacting Jeannette 
Edwards at  408-515-
2636. The Crab Feed is a 
fun evening of a delicious 
crab meal that includes 
shrimp, salad, pasta, rolls, 
dessert, a silent auction, a 
dessert auction, and a huge 
and extravagant raffle. We 
are currently seeking raffle 
and silent auction items, 
along with gourmet des-
serts for the dessert silent 
auction. Raffle items can 
be restaurant or retail gift 
cards, new items, ser-
vice gift cards, art, custom 
pieces, food-themed bas-
kets, etc. Silent auction 
items are extra-special 
offers of travel opportu-
nities, overnight stays, 
sports memorabilia, tick-
ets to games, and artisanal 
items. Our dessert auc-
tion of gourmet desserts 
serving eight people is 
a popular part of our 
Crab Feed. Please get 
in touch with Bonnie at 
916-502-3260 about raf-
fle and auction items. 
Funds raised support 
our youth and commu-
nity-centered programs, 
including college schol-
arships, sponsoring youth 

spor ts  and scout ing, 
teacher appreciation gift 
cards at Cosumnes River 
Elementary School, Kids’ 
Fishing Day, and ser-
vice and leadership clubs 
at CRES and Pleasant 
Grove and Sheldon High 
Schools.

Rm Blood Drive 
Slated Jan. 22

The Rancho Murieta 
Wo m e n ’s  C l u b  h a s 
slated its next blood 
d r ive  on   Monday, 
Jan. 22 from noon to 
6 p.m. at the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Church, 14670 Cantova 
Way, Rancho Murieta. 
Appointments to donate 
can be made onl ine 
at  donors.vitalant.org  by 
using blood drive code 
SMFM053 or by calling 
Vitalant at 877-258-4825. 
Walk-ins will be accom-
modated if space permits. 
Donors will be entered 
into a drawing for a $50 
for the Backyard restau-
rant donated. donated by 
Carole Thames of Town 
& Country Real Estate. 
All donors will receive a 
coupon for a free appe-
tizer at the Backyard. Eat 
well and drink plenty of 
water prior to donating, 
and please bring a photo 
ID. If you have eligibility 
questions call Vitalant at 
877-258-4825 or Vitalant.
org.

Hypnotist Slated At 
Women’s Club  

 Jan. 24 Luncheon
Master hypnotist Dr. 

David Hill will entertain 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club luncheon 
on Wednesday, Jan 24. 
He has entertained audi-
ences with a hilarious 
comedy hypnosis show 
more than 20 years. The 
menu includes a choice 
of short ribs or vegetable 
ratatouille, polenta, and 
apple crisp dessert. The 
cost is $35 for members 
and $40 for nonmembers.  
Mail your reservation 
to RMWC Luncheon, 
Rancho Murieta Women’s 
Club, Post Office Box 

527, Rancho Murieta, CA 
95683. The reservation 
deadline is Jan. 15.

Creating Wildlife 
Habitats Is Garden 

Club Topic
Master Gardener Roxy 

Jones will be sharing 
insights on creating wild-
life-friendly environments 
during her presentation at 
the River Valley Garden 
Club’s meeting on January 
23. The event will take 
place at the RMA Building, 
starting with a social hour 
at 6:30 p.m. The general 
meeting and the speaker’s 
presentation will follow at 
7 p.m. First-time attend-
ees can enjoy the meeting 
for free. Join us for an 
informative evening on 
fostering nature-friendly 
spaces.

Mardi Gras 
Celebration Feb. 9
Please join us for a Mardi 

Gras celebration on Friday 
February 9, 2024 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church in our social hall 
at 14673 Cantova Way 
from 5:30 to 9:30 pm. 
Enjoy a meal of jamba-
laya/rice, ribs, sausage, 
salad and dessert. There 
will be music for danc-
ing and a raffle. Tickets are 
$30 per person and can be 
purchased at St. Vincent 
de Paul church before and 
after Saturday 5:00 pm 
Mass and before and after 
Sunday 9:00 am Mass. Or 
call Karen Mauro at 916 
608-1647. Gather your 
family and friends, and 
wear your Mardi Gras attire 
for a fun filled evening. 

Talent show for kids 
slated in Wilton  

Feb. 23
The Cosumnes Parks 

and Recreation Council is 
seeking entries for a tal-
ent show that will be held 
at the Wilton Community 
Center on Feb. 23 at 
6 p.m. at the Wilton 
Community Center. Kids 
from kindergarten through 
six grade will be showing 
off their talent. Email  wil-
ton@saccounty.gov for an 
application.� H

Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at www.
rmcsd.com. A quick link to 
the security logs is on the 
home page.

RP = Reporting Person
GOA = Gone on Arrival
UTL = Unable to Locate
BOLO = Be on Look
 Out
NFI = No Further
 Information
QOA = Quiet on Arrival
HBD = Had 
B e e n  D r i n k i n g 

Rancho Murieta
Dec. 15

• Two extra patrols
•  Vandal i sm,  1 :33 

p.m., possible vandals on 
Natchez Court in Village, 
UTL, GOA.

Dec. 16
• Three extra patrols.
• Stop sign enforce-

ment, 6:27 a.m. Murieta 
Parkway and De La Cruz 
Drive, one citation.

• Animal complaint, 
7:02 p.m. Verona Drive, 
barking dog, unable to 
locate animal because of 
lack of proper address 
from RP.

• Gas leak, 9:30 p.m. 
Reynosa Drive, a passerby 
noticed an odor of gas. 
Sac Metro determined the 
source was an empty pro-
pane tank located outside 
the residence.

•  Noise complaint , 
10 :30  p .m.  Zancada 
Court, report of a loud 
party. Patrol made con-
tact and was advised they 
would comply. Further 
noise complaints will be 
referred to SSD.

Dec. 17
• Three extra patrols.
• Overnight parking 

enforcement, 3:07 a.m. 
RM North and South, three 
citations.

• Burglary, 1:41 p.m. 
Follow up on burglary 
report at  Naan King 
Restaurant. SDD advised.

• Juvenile delinquency, 
4:50 p.m. Hole 4 North 
golf course, report of juve-
niles drinking recklessly, 
GOA. 

• Loud explosion, 4:50 
p.m. Lake Chesbro, possi-
ble fireworks. No activity 
was found.

Dec. 18
• Two extra patrols.
• Overnight parking 

enforcement, 4:18 a.m. 
RM South and North, three 
citations.

Dec. 19
• Three extra patrols.
•  Overn igh t  pa rk-

ing enforcement, 3:08 
a.m. Colina Lane, two 
citations.

• Accident, 1:05p.m. Hit 
and run in front of Tractor 
Supply, truck versus water 
main enclosure in parking 
lot, A red Dodge flatbed 
truck was seen leaving the 
accident scene. Referred 
to SSD and CHP.

• Speeding complaint, 
11:01 p.m. Murieta South 
Parkway and Jackson 
Highway, UTL.

Dec. 20
• Two extra patrols.
• Overnight parking 

enforcement, 3:41 a.m. 
Topspin Way and Trinidad 
Court, two citations.

Dec. 21
• Juvenile delinquency, 

5:10 p.m. Bel Air Plaza, 
report of juvenile delin-
quency that had just 
occurred at the Murieta 
Inn. Patrol located two 
juveniles between Bel 
Air and Tractor Supply. 
Both were uncooperative 
when interviewed. Tractor 
Supply manager contacted 
patrol and said the juve-
niles had shoplifted candy 
from the story. Patrol 
contacted a parent, who 
arrived on the scene and 
reimbursed Tractor Supply 
for the theft.

Dec. 22
• Reckless driving, 8:48 

a.m. Calero Reservoir, 
patrol saw a resident doing 
donuts in the mud near 
the new boat ramp. Patrol 
advised the resident to stop 
and contacted RMA com-
pliance to see if a citation 
is authorized. The resident 
was issued a citation for 
noxious activities.

• Welfare check, 11:48 
a.m. RMA Maintenance 
Yard, a resident who had 
permission to be there 
wasn’t able to leave 
because his clicker didn’t 
work because the access 
code had been changed. No 
welfare check was needed 
because of miscommuni-
cation with dispatch. The 
Resident left after opening 
the gate.

Dec. 23
• One patrol check.

Dec. 24
• One patrol check.
• Trespassing, 9:40 p.m. 

Bermuda Count, report of 
juveniles had jumped the 
fence to access the 10th 
hole on the south golf 
course. Patrol was unable 
to locate them.

Dec. 25
• One extra patrol.

Dec. 26
• One extra patrol.
• Accident, 1:30 p.m. 

Lago Drive inbound 
gate. Video surveillance 
shows the vehicle knock-
ing off the gate arm, but 
the driver didn’t notify the 
gate officer. The driver was 
identified.

Dec. 27
• One extra patrol.
• Patrol detail, 4:11 p.m. 

a contractor’s vehicle left 
The Retreats construc-
tion site and proceeded 
the wrong way out of the 
community.

Dec. 28
•No log.

Dec. 29
• Trespassing, 6:42 a.m. 

El Dorado Savings, male 
adult sleeping on sidewalk 
in front of bank. He was 
advised he was trespassing 
and had to leave the area. 
He was advised to go to the 
local bus stop for shelter 
and to get a bus ticket if he 
has no business in Rancho 
Murieta.

Dec. 30
• Three extra patrols.
• Burglary, 8:13 a.m. 

Cantova Way, Murieta 
South Storage & RV. 
Patrol observed 20-foot 
section of fence lean-
ing away from entrance. 

Contacted manager to 
have fence repaired 
and to review video to 
identify the suspect. It 
wasn’t known if anything 
missing.

• Accident, 8:40 p.m. 
Camino Del Lago, RP 
said vehicle hi a tree 
near his resident and left 
scene. The driver came 
back and reached an 
agreement with the RP. 
No injuries.

Dec. 31 
• Three extra patrols.

Jan. 1 - Jan. 6
• No log.

Jan. 7
• Four vacations checks.

Jan. 8
• Burglary follow-up, 9 

a.m. El Gallo Restaurant, 
business was burglarized 
between Jan. 6 and 7.

• Gun shots, 9:23 p.m. 
Lake Calero, upon arrival 
patrol noticed rapid gun-
fire north of Lake Calero 
in area of Latrobe road. 
No activity seen around 
lake. SSD was advised.

• Citation, 8:55 pm. 
Stonehouse Park, patrol 
unable to locate the 
driver of Ford Mustang 
left unattended at the 
park.

• Suspicious activity, 
9:45 p.m. Lindero Lane, 
report of unknown per-
son knocking on window. 
GOA. UTL..

Wilton Fire
•  36 medical  a ids 

between Dec. 15 and Jan. 2

Dec. 15
• Smoke odor inves-

tigation. 1: 59 am. 9895 
Stablegate Road.

• Investigation, 4:36 p.m. 
10370 Reigle Road.

Dec. 16
• Outbuilding fire, 8:48 

p.m. 9161 Cid Lane.

Dec. 17
• Structure fire, 12:42 

p.m. 6407 Lobo Drive, 
RM, unfounded.

Dec. 19
• Structure fire, 11:14 

a.m. 714 Benteen Way, 
Galt.

Dec. 20
• Accident, 2:29 p.m. 

Highway 99 and Dillard 
Road.

Dec. 24
• Public assistance, 

10:38 a.m. 11456 Colony 
Road.

Dec. 26
• Internal alarm, 4:13 

p.m. 12860 Riding Trail.

Dec. 27
• Accident, 9:12 p.m. 

Highway 99 and Arno 
Road.

Dec. 29
• Accident, 9:06 p.m. 

Highway 99.

Dec. 31
• Structure fire, 3:43 p.m. 

13811 Montfort Ave.

Jan. 2
• Gas leak, 12:18 a.m. 

10689 Gay Road.

Sacramento 
County  

Sheriff’s Office
• No incidents reported. 

� H

A Veteran 
TodayThhankank

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Although the dire finan-
cial straits facing the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club wasn’t on the agenda 
when the Rancho Murieta 
Association (RMA) Board 
met on Dec. 19, President 
Scott Adams still discussed 
the issue during the public 
session.

During his president’s 
report about the execu-
tive session, Adams said 
the board had discussed the 
association’s involvement 
with the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club (RMCC) and 
the club’s current financial 
situation with the possibil-
ity of bankruptcy. 

Adams said many resi-
dents have asked him and 
other directors if RMA 
members can begin pay-
ing mandatory dues to the 
country club or even buy it 
to keep it afloat. “I’m going 
to elaborate here because 
these questions continually 
come up,” he said. 

Adams first addressed 
possible involvement by 
RMA at the club’s annual 

RMA President Explains the Case 
Against Country Club Dues

President Scott Adams 
addresses the dire financial 
situation facing Rancho 
Murieta Country Club when 
speaking at the Rancho 
Murieta Association Board 
meeting on Dec. 19. Photo by 
Gail Bullen

meeting in November. “I 
described the hurtles fac-
ing RMA to require RMA 
members to financially sup-
port of the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club,” he said.

The association wasn’t 
involved 20 years ago 
when every homeowner 
was required to pay dues 
directly to the country club 
for the privilege of own-
ing a home in Rancho 
Murieta, Adams said. That 
was voted out, and country 
club membership became 
voluntary.

A d a m s  s a i d  t h a t 

requiring RMA members 
to pay country club dues 
would necessitate a change 
in the CC&Rs. He said 
60% vote of all the rooftops 
in the community would be 
required, not a majority of 
60% of members voting. 

The CC&R revision 
would be extremely dif-
ficult, if not impossible, 
Adams said. Then, mem-
bers would have to vote on 
increasing their dues. 

“At this time, the RMA 
Board believes that spend-
ing member money on a 
vote that won’t pass is an 
unnecessary cost to RMA 
members,” he said.

On the other hand, the 
governing documents 
allow members to petition 
for a vote if they gather 
signatures from 5% of the 
members, approximately 
140 votes. “If they pre-
sented the signatures, RMA 
would be required to go 
through with the vote,” he 
said. 

Adams didn’t address 
whether the association 
could buy the club.

See a separate story in 
this issue about other hap-
penings at the RMA Board 
meeting. � H
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- After beginning the session 
with Christmas cheer, the 
Rancho Murieta Association 
(RMA Board went on to con-
sider three touchy topics at 
the Dec. 19 meeting.

Preliminary data captured 
by four new Lidar cameras 
shows that Rancho Murieta 
has a significant speeding 
problem.

The board adopted a 
revised rule about vendor 
moving violations that will 
make them far less oner-
ous on residents, but RMA 
members will remain respon-
sible if their delivery person 
speeds or blows a stop sign.

President Scott Adams 
explained why the board 
won’t ask RMA members 
to begin paying dues to the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club to keep it solvent. See 
the separate story in this 
issue.

The Recreation Committee 
awarded prizes to 50 winners 
in the 2023 Holiday Lights 
Contest.

Other meeting topics 
included the election of new 
board officers and commit-
tee chairs, a new SMUD fee 
for street lights, and approval 
of an additional $3,000 to 
finally get delivery of new 
dashboard cameras for the 
compliance cars. 

Speeding 
After installing four new 

speed enforcement cam-
eras earlier this year, the staff 
turned them on Oct. 23 to 
begin a 90-day grace period 
to let residents know when 
they were driving over the 25 
MPR speed limit. The cam-
eras are mounted on poles on 
Murieta Parkway, Pera Drive, 
Murieta South Parkway, and 
Riverview Park

Director Tom Reimers, 
who chairs the Compliance 
Committee, released some 
preliminary results that 
showed the cameras captured 
817 speeding violations in 
November. “I think we have 
a speeding problem in this 
community,” he said. 

Of that number, 308 were 
residents. Hart said they were 
sent warnings. The remaining 
speeders were contractors, 
delivery drivers, guests, a 
reported school bus driver, 
and attendees at special 
events at the country club.

The November report 
showed 24 vehicles were 
traveling at 34 to 35 mph, 
491 at 36 to 40 mph, 69 at 41 
to 45 mph, and 12 at 46 to 50 
mph.

Adams said the board will 
discuss the issue at more 
length at the February meet-
ing. “On Jan. 22, these are 
going to start to become real 
citations and not just warn-
ings,”  he said.

Audience member John 
Haviland asked whether the 
statistics could be published. 
“I don’t think our community 
understands the magnitude 
of the speeding,” he said. “I 
think it would open every-
one’s eyes.

Hart told him that the 
board wanted to do that,  and 
he was accumulating the 
information for his February 
meeting report. Hart said the 
camera captured more than 
900 violations in the first 
two weeks with many driv-
ing over 50 mph, and several 
over 60 mph. 

“This is something we’ve 
got to take some action on, 
and we will publish on it,” he 
said.

Vendor Rule
The board unanimously 

approved a revision to a 
non-architectural rule on ven-
dor moving violations and 
fines that drastically sig-
nificantly reduced the fines. 
The Governing Documents 
Committee, chaired by 
Adams, has been working 
on the rule for months after a 
referral from the Compliance 
Committee. A public review 

Speeding, Vendor Rule, Holiday Lights, 
Country Club Are RMA Topics

Diane Critchlow, one of 50 winners in the Holiday Lights 
Contest, accepts her sign from the elf (Director Danny Carrillo) 
and Santa Claus (Director Tom Reimers) at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meeting on Dec. 19.  

Audience member John Haviland urges the board to 
publicize ‘the magnitude of the speeding problem’ inside the 
community. Photos by Gail Bullen

of the rule change has been 
completed.

Director Danny Carrillo 
asked Adams if a resident 
still must pay a vendor’s fine 
under the rule change. Adams 
told him that the association 
has no jurisdiction over a 
vendor, and the CC&Rs say a 
resident is responsible for all 
of his “invitees.”  

The CC&Rs were writ-
ten when vendors were going 
to multiple homes, which is 
even more prevalent today. 
Residents complain when 
they end up being responsible 
for a vendor who has gone to 
10 homes. However, it isn’t 
practical to split up the ticket 
among 10 people because it 
won’t work administratively, 
Adams said.

Under the previous rule, 
vendor violations would 
accumulate against the res-
ident. For example, if the 
resident already had a speed-
ing violation, a vendor 
violation would count as a 
second strike with a $100 fine 
that would increase to $200 
for a third.

Adams said the rule change 
significantly reduces the 
fines, with the first citation 
zero and the next one at $25. 
Nor will the citations accu-
mulate against the residents. 

Adams suggested that res-
idents warn their vendors 
they won’t use them anymore 
if they get another cita-
tion and ask them to pay the 
fine. “You can’t write a rule 
around the CC&Rs,” he said.

Adams said his commit-
tee received seven comments 
from residents about the rule 
change Some wanted it to 
apply to guests as well, while 
others didn’t. Some didn’t 
want the rule to change at all.

Adams said the associa-
tion faces liability if it denies 
entry to vendors. An extreme 
example took place 11 years 
ago when a hospice worker 
was caught speeding twice 
and blew a stop sign. Another 
example could be an HVAC 
company driver speeding 
to a service request to fix an 
air conditioner for an elderly 
couple in hot weather. 

“Does RMA address egre-
gious issues? Yes,” Adams 
said. “Does RMA address 
these high levels of speed. 
The answer is yes.”

However, it is impracti-
cal to expect a gate officer 
to track which vendors have 
been denied entry when ven-
dors make up about 50,000 
of the 180,000 to 200,000 
non-residents who come 
through the gates every year.

A u d i e n c e  m e m b e r 
Melinda Martel asked if she 
could check to see whether 
a vendor had multiple vio-
lations. Hart told her that no 
such list exists.

  “But that’s something 
that we’re certainly going 

to have a discussion about,” 
Hart said.

Holiday Lights Contest
Although she usually 

brings up the rear in making 
committee reports, Adams 
moved Recreation Chair 
Renee Bechtold to the front 
of the  agenda so she could 
announce 50 winners of 
the annual Holiday Lights 
Contest. “I know you aren’t 
here to watch the entire 
meeting,” Adams told the 
audience.

 More than a dozen of the 
winners showed up to col-
lect their Visa gift cards and 
special lawn signs in person. 
Santa Claus (Director Tom 
Reimers) and his lead elf 
(Director Danny Carrillo) 
presented the prizes.

Bechtold said the prelim-
inary judging was done by 
members of the commu-
nity. Then members of the 
Recreation Committee made 
the final selection. “It was a 
very tough decision because 
there are beautiful homes 
out there with really amaz-
ing decorations,” she said

In Other Business
The board elected officers 

for 2024 as follows: Adams, 
president; Tom Reimers, 
vice-president ,  Danny 
Carrillo, secretary; and John 
Van Doran, treasurer. The 
board also elected commit-
tee chairs.

Chris Childs, who chairs 
the Finance Committee, 
said SMUD has notified the 
association of a $14,000 fee 
increase for operating the 
street lights. The notifica-
tion came too late to put it 
into the budget.

The board approved 
Hart’s request to spend 
an additional $3,000 for 
dash-mounted video cam-
eras. RMA actually ordered 
them in March, but they 
have never been deliv-
ered. Hart said an upgraded 
model of the camera was in 
stock. The cameras will be 
used to document stop sign 
violations.

Director Patrick O’Hern, 
who chairs the Architectural 
Review Committee, said 
his group had reviewed 402 
plans in 2023. He thanked 
the staff for their hard work.

Adams said the board 
has been meeting with 
Bob Keil, the developer of 
the Residences East near 
Stonehouse Park, for seven 
months. Keil is propos-
ing non-paved trails even 
though RMA cited govern-
ing documents and a park 
committee vote requir-
ing 12-foot asphalt trails 
“Where the board stands 
now is where we stood 
seven months ago,” Adams 
said.

The board’s next meeting 
will be at 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 
16. � H

Doorbell Ditching, Cats, Burglaries 
Are Security Report Topics

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The monthly Rancho 
Murieta Community 
Service District (CSD) 
secur i ty  opera t ions 
report usually includes 
a myriad of interesting 
details, and the latest 
edition delivered at the 
Dec. 20 board meeting 
wasn’t an exception.

Security Chief Kelly 
Benitez updated the 
board on seven nota-
ble incidents that ranged 
from an adult doorbell 
ditcher to commercial 
area break-ins.

Benitez also covered 
a half dozen operational 
issues that ranged from 
decreased patrol shift 
coverage to a complaint 
from a law enforcement 
officer.

A CSD director also 
raised an issue about the 
current security budget.

Notable Incidents
While doorbell ditch-

ing incidents aren’t 
unusual  in  Rancho 
Murieta, a first happened 
on Nov. 15 because the 
perpetrator was an adult 
male and not a juvenile. 
He also was accompa-
nied by two adults in a 
white golf cart. Benitez 
showed a video of the 
incident that was cap-
tured by a doorbell 
camera.

Benitez said juveniles 
ranging in age from 12 
to 15 years in age have 
rung the victim’s door-
bell in the middle of 
the night. “But this lat-
est incident caused her 
great concern because 
the suspect was clearly 
an adult, who she didn’t 
recognize,” he said.

T h e  S a c r a m e n t o 
County Sheriff’s Office 
was  not i f ied ,  even 
though security knew 
d e p u t i e s  w o u l d n ’ t 
respond. Benitez said 
the CSD and Rancho 
Murieta Associat ion 
Compliance haven’t 
been able to identify 
the suspect yet although 
the video has also been 
posted on Facebook.

On Nov. 14, a  secu-
rity officer was asked 
to meet  with RMA 
Compliance to conduct 
a welfare check on an 
elderly couple who lived 
on Ventana Drive. When 
they couldn’t rouse any-
one but noticed a strong 
odor, they contacted the 
sheriff’s office. “The foul 
odor was due to approx-
imately 25 unattended 
domestic cats in the 
home without food or 
water…Some were eat-
ing the other dead cats.” 
Benitez said.

Animal Control res-
cued most of the cats, 
according to Benitez. 
(Animal Control didn’t 
respond until four days 

later. The cats were left 
behind when the elderly 
couple was taken to a 
care facility. See the 
story in the Nov. 24 
issue of the River Valley 
Times.) 

Rancho Murieta resi-
dent Beth Buderus, who 
moderates a Facebook 
page for lost and found 
pets, contacted Animal 
Control to see what hap-
pened to the cats. She 
received an email from 
William Davidson, the 
supervising animal con-
trol officer, who said 
they had cleared most of 
the cats from the home.

“Unfortunately, they 
started to die on us once 
at the shelter, and it 
was found they had pan 
leuk (panleukopenia – 
feline distemper), so 
the remaining cats were 
euthanized,” Davidson 
wrote.

He expla ined the 
disease is extremely con-
tagious and is deadly in a 
shelter environment. He 
added that they would 
have reached out to the 
owners, but none of the 
cats had microchips.

Continuing with his 
report, Benitez said area 
businesses seem to get 
hit this time of year. 
He reported that Go 4 
Pizza and the Naan King 
restaurant both had been 
burglarized, with the 
cash register taken from 
both businesses. He 
also talked to a contrac-
tor whose bobcat tractor 
was stolen from the con-
struction site for the new 
veterinary clinic.

“He had left it there 
overnight, He didn’t 
have insurance and he 
didn’t have a tracker on 
it,” Benitez said. “So, he 
just lost $20,000.”

The security chief also 
related another incident 
involving several college 
kids home for the break 
and getting into trou-
ble. One of them tried 
to squeeze into a child’s 
swing at Stonehouse 
Park, and his friends had 
to cut him out. 

Benitez also said CSD 
had helped RMA with 
a wildlife incident but 
didn’t elaborate. (After 
a country club employee 
encountered a mountain 
lion, she showed others 
an image of an African 
Lion on her phone, say-
ing it was the animal 
she had seen. The report 
caused some conster-
nation for a time. See 
the story in the Nov. 24 
issue of the River Valley 
Times.)

The security chief also 
reported that two bikes 
had been stolen from 
the lost and found at the 
North Gate. “The video 
worked great, so we 
were able to identify the 
suspect,” he said. The 
area was later secured 
with a padlock. 

Operations
B e n i t e z  r e p o r t e d 

that 38 out of 90 patrol 
shifts weren’t covered 
in November. That was 
higher than usual (about 
30) because of employ-
ees taking sick leave and 
vacation time.

He said security will 
hold off purchasing a 
dashboard camera CSD 
had planned to buy in 
conjunction with RMA 
because of the uncer-
tainty of the security 
budget. 

However, at the rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n  o f 
President Tim Maybee, 
he ordered new trauma 
kits for all CSD vehicles. 
It was prompted by the 
double shooting at the 
equestrian center when 
a patrol officer rendered 
first aid.

Benitez also reported 
that a law enforcement 
officer had complained 
about getting a speeding 
ticket when he was on 
his way to a call in his 
unmarked patrol vehi-
cle. “Our response was 
that we didn’t know you 
were in a police car,” he 
said. “So, if you want to 
violate the rules of the 
road, turn on your lights 
or sirens so our guys 
don’t give you a ticket.”

Benitez said RMA will 
decide what to do about 
the citation.

Benitez also said he 
had worked with Lt. 
Greg Coauette, who 
lives in the commu-
nity,   to resolve some 
issues about when the 
sheriff ’s office should 
pick up lost and found 
items from the North 
Gate. 

Security also worked 
with RMA on a com-
plaint that contractors 
were coming inside the 
gates before 7 a.m.  A 
previous RMA general 
manager had permit-
ted employees to come 
in early for a safety 
briefing, but they were 
starting work instead.

Security Budget
After Benitez con-

c luded  h i s  r epo r t , 
Director Stephen Booth 
questioned the secu-
rity budget. He said the 
administrative alloca-
tion this year was for 
$637,227, which rep-
resents a hit of 38.9% to 
the operational budget. 
“Kelly, no wonder you 
have vacant positions 
and can’t cover patrol 
shifts,” he told Benitez. 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris told Booth she 
was in “complete agree-
ment” and said the 
distribution of admin-
istrative costs must be 
recalibrated according to 
the level of administra-
tive effort that is being 
utilized.   “We are kind 
of baffled how it landed 
on security at that heavy 
level,” she said. � H

A surveillance camera shows a man ringing a doorbell at night and then running away. A 
video of the Nov. 15 doorbell ditching incident was shown at the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Board meeting on Dec. 20 Photo courtesy of a Rancho Murieta Resident
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Dawny Corsaut
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916-769-7462 I 354-3333
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354-8819
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
Commerce Financing
RM resident over 20 years!
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(916) 799-1541 
 

Buying or Selling? 

Certified  Senior Real Estate Specialist 

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
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25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
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24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
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~AJ & Jen Andrade
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Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
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Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
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“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236
License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your Insurance Needs

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair
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9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove
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WarrantyInc.
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& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)
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CALL-A-PRO

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension 
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Concrete

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Canʼt Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within

minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call

1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing market share

is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPAʼs
Advertising Servicesʼ power

to connect to nearly 13
million of the stateʼs read-
ers who are an engaged

audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more

info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011or

cecelia@cnpa.com

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48

months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.

(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado?  Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rápida y
gratui ta en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed

Company
www.viploan.com Call

1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE

01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertising Advertising

Automotive

For more information, call or text for a free brochure: 507.217.1326

Tour includes deluxe motor coach transportation, all admission tickets, quality hotels, etc.

    Hall of Fame  
      Tour

                          Aug. 2-12 2024

Attend MLB games at Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,   
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees.
Visit football, baseball, basketball & hockey Halls of Fame

BASEBALLBob’s Tours

Tour begins at host hotel near Cincinnati Airport 
and ends near Newark Liberty Int'l Airport

We also offer an Arizona Spring Training Tour (March 3-9) and a New England Fall Foliage 
Tour (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) with games at Fenway Park and Yankee Stadium.

u

u $3,500/person based on  
double hotel occupancyu

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097484

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Healthcare
Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 

American Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early 

detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 

Call 1-888-892-5598 
(Cal-SCAN)

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Home Improvement

Home Improvement

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 

Offer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-833-985-4766 

(Cal-SCAN)

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045
916-257-9609916-257-9609

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior
NO JOB IS TOO BIGNO JOB IS TOO BIG

N

O PROBLEM

PAINTING

Painting

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Roofing

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Page Publishing

will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE

author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait?

Call now: 1-855-
667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing- Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for Your Free Au-
thor̀ s Guide 1-877-538-9554 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
 Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR, 
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP 

HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE, A 
CALIFORNIA, 
QUALIFIED 501(c)3 
NONPROFIT 

WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND 
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE 

         GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP, 
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

u

u

WANTED!
Old Porsche 

356/911/912
for restoration by hobbyist

1948-1998 Only.
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
Porcherestoration

@yahoo.com
(Cal-SCAN)

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing

Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation

Planting | Tree Trimming
209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581

(Cal-SCAN)

Junk Removal

Landscaping

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

 By Jay Hacker

As the price of meat is out of reach for 
some of our populous, and we in Rancho 
Murieta are being overrun by wildlife (nota-
bly Deer and Turkeys), I propose that every 
golfer be permitted to carry a shotgun in his 
golf bag (in addition to the maximum allowed 
14 clubs).

A limit of 6 Deer and 20 Turkeys per round 
of golf per golfer would thin out the hoards of 
garden defiling creatures, and in only a few 
months we would be down to a few thousand 
of the skulking, surly varmints. After that we 
could have a yearly Deer/Turkey hunting golf 
tournament in order to keep the vermin pop-
ulation to a manageable limit. I know that 
some golfers would be tempted to fire their 
shotguns off in their opponent's back swing, 
and in that case the disturbed golfer would 
be entitled to place his/her (notice that I am 
being politically correct) ball 300 yds. down 
the middle, or if he/she hits the ball further 
(due to the extra adrenaline induced by the 
shotgun blast), he/she can play the ball as it 
lies.

On par 3s the disturbed player would be 
able to pick his/her ball up and put it on the 
green, no closer than 10 ft. from the cup.

I am sure that golf cart drivers will be able 

to drape the carcasses over the roof of their 
carts, and in the case of "Real Golfers" (those 
who walk the course); a cell phone call to the 
Pro/Gun Shop for a "Game pickup" would be 
used.

In the case of a ball coming to rest on a 
dead varmint, the ball could be dropped 2 
shotgun Lengths away at no penalty. 

A permit to "GolfHunt" would be issued 
by the Head Pro after instructions as to the 
proper etiquette of shotguns, and proof of a 
clean history of no "accidental" shootings of 
competitors in the past.

Any bagging of cats and dogs would be 
discouraged (especially when they are in their 
own back yard).

Obviously we would have an over abun-
dance of meat which could be sold to one of 
the large Grocery chains, and the profits could 
be given to the Golf Club to reduce the Club 
dues.

I am aware that some of the members hav-
en't hunted in a while, and so I propose the 
driving range could be used as a shooting 
range after the Golf Ball Pickup Cart is prop-
erly armor plated. 

I'm sure the noise level on the range would 
not be an issue, due to the fact that it is the 
noisiest one west of the Mississippi. � H

Letter to Editor: A Modest Proposal

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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*Everything is on Sale except for “Special Buys”, “Mega Clearance”, and Serta premium mattresses. Sale prices cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Sale ends 01/15/2024.

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products
Monday–Saturday 10am–6pm • Sunday 11am–6pm

New Years Eve 11am–6pm • New Years Day 10am–6pm

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

All Mattresses are on Sale!*

550226741539

All Leather is on Sale!* All Accents are on Sale!*

284286

New furniture will be the start of something exciting in 2024.Don' t miss out !

All Sofas are on Sale!*

All Bedroom, 

Living Room, 

Dining Room, 

Entertainment, 

Home Office 

and MORE!*

All Bedrooms are on Sale!*

556683 218661 473194

All Dining is on Sale!*

Queen Sets starting at
$599 reg $669

Dovetail Cal King Bed $2159 reg $2399
Nightstand $739   Dresser $1799

88” Linda Sofa
$1199 reg $1329

89” Fenwick Sofa 
$2999 reg $3439 Santa Fe

 Hall Tree
$599 
reg $659

29” x 86” Sahara Double Pedestal Table 
$1459 reg $1639

Upholstered Side Chair $329

NEW YEAR

SALE
Everyt hing in Every Department   is on SALE!*

Monthly Fees:
Family, Couple or Single
Golf Membership $300
Social $105

Sign up for the trial offer in 
November 2023-February 2024 

and your initiation fee is waived. 
Like what you see, and after the 
trial in March join the club with 

a 1 year contract and  
no initiation fee is needed!

*Offer available for new members only

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER
AVAILABLE DECEMBER 2023-FEBRUARY 2024 ONLY

Wilton Fire Director Al Iaccopucci  
Recognized For 63 Years of Service

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

WILTON, CA (MPG) - It’s not 
an everyday occurrence for 
a  fire station to be named 
after an individual. Yet that 
remarkable honor befell 
Director Al Iaccopucci at the 
monthly meeting of Wilton 
Fire Protection District board 
meeting on Dec. 20.

Board Chairman Joe 
Guardino made the surprise 
announcement. “How do you 
sum up 63 years of somebody 
making his community bet-
ter,” he said.

Guardino gestured towards 
a sizable sign, carried into 
the room by several of 
Iacuppucci’s family mem-
bers, bearing the inscription: 
‘Wilton Fire Protection 
District – Al Iaccopucci Fire 
Station 83.’ (The station is sit-
uated on Orange Road.)

“It’s a huge honor to have 
a firehouse named after you. 
But I don’t think it is enough 
to thank you for all you have 
done,” Guardino said.

Iaccopucci was one of 
Guardino’s mentors when he 
joined the Wilton Fire Board. 

“You helped me figure things 
out,” he said. “You told me 
things I wanted to hear and 
a few I didn’t want to hear…
But it was all out of your love 
of this fire district and the 
community of Wilton.”

Iaccopucci joined the dis-
trict in 1958 as a volunteer 
firefighter. He was the assis-
tant chief when he retired 47 
years later.  He was elected to 
the district’s board of direc-
tors in 2003, and with one 
brief hiatus, has continued to 
serve on the board since then. 

Re t i r ed  Sac ramen to 
County Supervisor Don 
Nottoli, present in the audi-
ence, said that he and his 
former boss, Supervisor Toby 
Johnson had been friends 
with Iaccopucci and his wife 
Helen Iaccopucci for nearly 
50 years. Over that time, he 
has witnessed Iaccopucci’s 
dedication to the com-
munity sacrificing many 
dinners at home and stayed 
out late at night as a volunteer 
firefighter. He also faced bud-
getary challenges at countless 
board meetings.

“It’s what you do in your 
daily life, the leadership 
that you have shown, the 

inspiration, you provide to 
others, and just the goodwill,” 
Nottoli said. “This honor 
reflects what you have meant 
to the people in this com-
munity and how you served 
them these many years and 
will continue to serve them.”

Touched by the recogni-
tion, Iaccopucci said: “It’s 
been a good ride…I’ve really 
enjoyed this for 70-odd years, 
and I am still having fun.”

Iaccopucci highlighted that 
recruiting more local volun-
teers remains a goal. When 
he joined the department, so 
many residents wanted to be 
volunteers that the depart-
ment couldn’t bring on any 
more than 50 because of 
worker’s compensation lim-
its.  “Now we’ve got people 
coming and going,” he said.

His wife added a few 
words. “We’ve had some 
good  t imes , ”  He l en 
Iaccopucci said. “Thank you 
so very much.”

Guardino adjourned the 
meeting, allowing every-
one to eat the celebratory 
cake and to capture photos 
of Iaccopucci and his family 
posing with the new sign �

� H.

Director Al Iaccopucci is honored for 63 years of service at the Wilton Fire Protection District 
Board meeting on Dec. 20. He and his family pose with a new sign that will hang at Fire Station 
83 on Orange Road. Photos courtesy Renee Mendonca


